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Gonxxus Receives $1 Million Grant 
Eastern Illini subsidiary will offer high-speed Internet service 

to rural areas throughout east central Illinois, 

www.eiec.coop A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

As the chairman of the Broadband 
Deployment Council, Lieuten- 

ant Governor Pat Quinn held a press 
conference on Friday, November 3, 
at the Rantoul Technology Center 
to announce the Illinois Commerce 
Commission’s release of the Digital 
Divide Elimination grants. USA 
Broadband and its local entity, 
CONXXUS, will receive $1,000,000 
to aid in the deployment of broad¬ 
band service to underserved rural 
communities. 

USA Broadband President Barry 
Goodwin said, “This grant will help 
enable us to provide quality products 
and outstanding customer service, 
while effectively expanding our 
service territory to include all of east 
central Illinois. Broadband technol¬ 
ogy is critical for the economic devel¬ 
opment of rural Illinois. CONXXUS 
will provide that technology.” 

“Access to the modern informa¬ 
tion economy is crucial to every 
community throughout the state. 
High-speed broadband technology 
can be used to improve public safety, 
enhance education opportunities 
and strengthen economic develop¬ 
ment,” added Lt. Governor Quinn. 

The Illinois Commerce Commis¬ 
sion established the Digital Divide 
Elimination grant program to sup¬ 
port the deployment of high-speed 
networks across Illinois to ensure 
that all Illinois residents, even in the 
most rural areas of the state, have 
access to broadband services. 

USA Broadband, LLC, is the premier provider of high-speed wireless broad¬ 
band Internet, voice communication and video services to rural communities. 
The company is focused on providing a superior broadband product backed with 
exceptional customer care. 
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Message From The President 

3^ 

2007 promises to be an exciting 

year for Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 

operative. Some of the events we plan 

on attending this year include: 

ci Midwest Ag Expo - January 24 

& 25 at Gordyville 

ci Member Meeting - February and 

March at various locations 

ci EIEC Annual Meeting - J une 14 

at the EIEC headquarters in Paxton 

cf Iroquois County Fair - July 18- 

22 in Crescent City 

CT Farm Progress Show - August 

28-30 in Decatur 

4^ Geothermal Field Days/Open 
Houses - Various dates 

We thought we’d also start the year 

by offering a series of Member Meetings. 

These meetings will be held in February 

and March, at locations all across our 

service territory. Our February publi¬ 

cations will have details on the exact 

times and locations of the events. 

One of the goals of the meetings 

will be to keep you updated about 

Eastern Illini, and what we think will 

happen to electric rates in the future. 

We will also be discussing the electric 

industry in Illinois as a whole. Snacks 

and door prizes will be provided! 

While member meetings are a 

good way for us to let you know 

what’s going on with Eastern Illini 

and the electric industry, they offer 

an even better way for you to com¬ 

municate with us. We will have key 

management available at each meet¬ 

ing to answer your questions. I plan 

to attend the meetings, so I hope to 

see you there. This will be a great 

opportunity for you! Stay tuned for 

the member meeting schedule! 

61 ^ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Prepare Homes for Winter - 
Energy-saving and Safety lips 

As temperatures fall, Safe Electric¬ 
ity encourages people to take steps 

now to improve both home energy 
efficiency and safety during the home 
heating season. 

Energy dollars can pour out of 
homes through drafty doors, windows, 
uninsulated attics, walls, floors and 
basements while safety risks go unno¬ 
ticed. A small investment of time now 
can pay big dividends in keeping your 
home safe and warm this winter. 

“Most winterizing steps can pay 
for themselves relatively quickly with 
heating bill savings,” says Molly Hall, 
Director of Safe Electricity. “Weather 
stripping and caulking are inexpen¬ 
sive and among the simplest, most 
effective ways to boost efficiency and 
cut energy costs year round.” 

“As you take steps to winterize your 
home, you can also inspect for electri¬ 
cal hazards and eliminate electrical fire 
and shock risks,” adds Jay Solomon, 
University of Illinois Extension En¬ 
gineering Educator. “For example, as 
you check around outlets and other 
places where air can leak, also check 
for overloaded outlets and cover plates 
that are warm to the touch.” 

Approximately one-third of all 
house fires nationwide occur during 
the cold, home-heating season. Many 
of these winter fires can be attributed 
to faulty and improper use and main¬ 
tenance of heating equipment. 

If an electric space heater is used, 
make sure the wiring is adequate 
and check for cord fraying, splitting 
wires or overheating. Do not place a 
portable heater in high-traffic areas 
and keep it clear of flammables such 

as curtains, bedding, clothes and 
furniture. Never use extension cords 
with electric heaters. 

“Don’t overlook simple energy-sav¬ 
ing steps such as opening curtains to let 
sunshine warm your home, and closing 
them at night to keep warmth in,” re¬ 
minds Hall, “and make sure fireplace 
dampers are closed when not in use,” 
she says. “These are effective energy- 
saving tips that cost you nothing.” 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • January 2007 
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Eastern Illini’s Co-op Connec¬ 
tions Card Program provides 

additional value to your cooper¬ 
ative membership. Simply show 
your free Connections Card to 
participating businesses - both 
local and national - to receive 
discounts on the products and 
services you are already pur¬ 
chasing. For more information 
about the program, or to request 
a replacement card, please con¬ 
tact us at 800-824-5102. You 
can view a full list of participat¬ 
ing businesses at our Web site, 
www.eiec.coop. 

As part of the Co-op Con¬ 
nections Card Program, we will 
highlight certain participants to 
give you a sample of the many 
unique businesses within East¬ 
ern Illini’s territory. This month 
we’re featuring business located 
in Milford, 111. 

Milford Family 
Restaurant 

The Milford Family Restaurant offers 
members a 5 percent discount on your 
entire meal when you show your Co¬ 
op Connections card. It is located in 
downtown Milford, at 107 E. Jones St. 
Their phone number is 815-889-4365 
and the store hours are 5 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday, and 5 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Simple Touches 
Floral Design 

Simple Touches is a quaint little floral shop in down¬ 
town Milford. Your Co-op Connections card entitles 
you to a FREE Mylar balloon with your $30 purchase. 
The shop offers all types of flower arrangements, 
floral designs and arts and crafts. You can contact 
the store’s owner, Chris Schroeder, at 815-889-4918. 
The shop is located at 104 E. Jones St. 

The Shop Around 
the Corner 

The Shop Around the Corner is an exciting newer 
business in Milford. It is located just south of down¬ 
town Milford at 10 East Lyle Street. The shop offers 
a unique blend of gifts, crafts, and collectibles to suit 
anyone. You will receive 10 percent off your purchase 
of $20 or more with your Co-op Connections Card. 
Call Donna Crow at 815-889-4900 for more informa¬ 
tion about her winter specials. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • January 2007 c 6e . 



We listen to our members. We listen so we can act in your best interests. By investing in your future. 

Helping your business run more efficiently. Creating opportunity throughout your community. Most 

importantly, listening when our members have something to say. And that’s the approach your electric 

cooperative will always take. 

Eastern ILlini 
Electric 

Cooperative 
Looking out for you. 

f ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



The AQUAIity Corner 
Dave Schippert of AQUAIity So¬ 

lutions is your water quality ex¬ 

pert. Call Dave at 866-492-8371 or 

contact him online at www.4water 1. 

com to submit a question. Each 

month, we’ll use this area to answer 

a question and show you how we can 

improve your water quality. 

One of the most effective and 

cost-efficient home water treatment 

systems available today uses a process 

called reverse osmosis (RO). RO sys¬ 

tems, usually compact units installed 

under the sink, produce high-quality 

water perfect for use in drinking, 

cooking and making ice cubes. 

How effective is Reverse Osmesis 
in improvigg water qeality? 

RO is very effective in reducing a 

range of home water contaminants. 

This is possible because the Reverse 

Osmosis membrane is comprised of 

microscopic pores that allow the 

pressurized water molecules, among 

the smallest molecules known to 

man, to pass through the mem¬ 

brane. Large molecules, compounds 

containing contaminants and even 

dissolved ions, are left behind. 

Wta shoHld csasider pBrchasiag an 
RB system? 

Anyone concerned about the 

quality of their home drinking wa¬ 

ter—particularly if they notice taste 

or odor problems or are aware of high 

levels of dissolved minerals in their 

water supplies. 

For more information about RO 

systems, or for your FREE water test, 

call AQUAIity Solutions at 866- 

4WATER1. 

The staff at AQUAIity Solutions 

is happy to answer any questions 

you might have about your water. 

AQUAIity Solutions is an Eastern II- 

lini company dedicated to improving 

the quality of life in the rural area of 

east central Illinois. 

Dave Schippert, Aquality Solutions 

Business Manager, has 40 years of 

experience in water treatment service 

to homeowners, farms and businesses 

in east central Illinois. 

Credentials Cnmmittee Selected 
Nominating Petitions for the June 14, 2007 Director Election 

ivill be Available March 16, 2007 

John Wilkening of Cissna Park, 

David Schmidt of Ivesdale, Mi¬ 

chael Caise of Beaverville, Terry Bose 

of Anchor and Wayne Apperson of 

Foosland have been appointed by the 

Board of Directors to a serve a 1-year 

term on the Credentials Committee. 

The Credentials Committee will meet 

at the cooperative’s headquarters on 

May 1 to review the qualifications of all 

candidates who file nominating peti¬ 

tions to determine their eligibility to 

serve as directors of the cooperative. 

Directors in Directorate Districts 

1, 4 and 8 will be elected at the 

June 14, 2007, Annual Meeting. 

Incumbent directors Kay Elorsch of 

Dewey, District 1; Harold M. Loy of 

Beaverville, District 4; and Charles 

D. Day, Jr. of Bement, District 8 have 

indicated they will seek re-election. 

Nominating petitions can be 

picked up at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, 

March 16, 2007, at Eastern Mini 

Electric Cooperative, 330 W. Ottawa, 

Paxton. Each member who desires to 

be elected to the board of directors 

must have a petition signed by not 

less than twenty-five (25) members 

of the cooperative. Petitions must be 

filed at the cooperative’s headquarters 

in Paxton no later than 5:00 p.m. on 

Monday, April 30, 2007. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • January 2007 
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Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further 

Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-5102 

See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 9 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 

(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.lcl.coop 

Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 
service to communities throughout 

Central Illinois! 

Packages starting 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

fy 

conxxus r 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly HLL.II 

Join Eastern mini at the 
Midwest Mg Expo! 

Join Eastern lllini at the 
Midwest Ag Expo! This 
exciting event, which 
highlights the newest 
technology in agriculture, will 
take place on January 24 and 
25 at Gordyville, USA. Stop 
by our booth and watch the 
Live Line Demo Electrical 
Safety Presentation. 

Event Hours 
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 24 
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 25 

STATEM ENT 
To provide premium-quality, economically 
priced electricity and other related services to 
our members and communities. 

Your Name... Our Water... 
Your Satisfaction... Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 

^Bottled 
H Water 

for more information 

on Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative 

:c 
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It’s always good for a business to listen to its customers. At a member-owned 
electric cooperative like Eastern Illini it is even more important. To that end, 

Eastern Illini will be hosting a series of member meetings - at locations through¬ 
out our territory - so you can let us know what you are thinking. We’ll also fill 
you in on what’s going on at Eastern Illini, especially regarding our rates, and 
what the future might hold for electricity in Illinois. 

Eastern Illini President/CEO Dave Champion, who will attend all of the 
member meetings, noted, “This will be a great chance for us to let our member- 
owners know what’s going on at the co-op. Plus, I always like to hear what our 
members are thinking.” 

Each of the eight events will offer attendees the chance to win door prizes. 
Snacks will also be provided. The meetings will start at 7 p.m. and last about 
an hour. 

Look on Pages 16d and 16e for more information 
about the Member Meetings 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2007 

STERN ILUNI 
www.eiec.coop A Touchstone Energy11 Cooperative ^ 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Tell us what you think! 
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family 
Unique 
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Message From The President 
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Energy Efficiency 
Resources 

A wealth of knowledge is available to save you money. 

Why would an electric cooperative like Eastern Illini want 
people to LOWER their utility bills? It’s simple, really. 

Since Eastern Illini is a cooperative, we are owned by you, 
our member-owners. We want you to be happy with the 
service we are providing for you. Showing you ways to make 
your home more energy efficient is one simple way we can 
help you lower your utility bills - and save you money. 

Eastern Illini offers several energy efficiency resources. 
Some are available on our Web site, and others can be 
mailed directly to you. We can even provide the ultimate 
- a complete home energy efficiency evaluation. Here is a 
breakdown of the options available for you to take control 
of your energy usage: 

Energy Efficiency Publications - Whether you are 
building a new home or just want some basic tips to 
start saving money now, these publications are a great 
place to start. These FREE publications can be mailed 
to you (just call us at 800-824-5102 to order) or you can 
download them from our Web site at http://www.eiec. 
org/EE/ee_pubs.htm . 

Your Family is Unique 
- Every family is unique 
when it comes to their 
electric use. This handy 
booklet takes you through 
common reasons about 
why your energy usage is 
what it is. 

rgy Efficiency Tips 
these helpful energy ef- 
iency tips are in eight dif¬ 

ferent categories, including: 
insulation, windows, land¬ 

scaping, building envelope 
and more! 

Building the Home of Your 
D reams - This guidebook 
goes through every step of the 
home-building process, with 
insightful and money saving tips 
throughout! 

Online Resources - In addition to the publications 
available for download on our Web site, our “Energy 
Use” section of the site (http://www.eiec.org/EE/ 
ee.htm) has many other great features: 

• Energy Use Calculators - With these calculators, 
you can compare different heating system and water 
heating costs. 

• Appliances section - Links to energy efficient 
appliance information. 

• Home Energy Saver - An in-depth online home 
energy auditing tool offered to you free of charge 
from Eastern Illini and Touchstone Energy. 

• Home Energy Evaluation - A home energy evalu¬ 
ation gives a number rating to your home based on 
its efficiency level, and offers solutions for improving 

your home’s rating. By applying the 
recommendations from a typical 
evaluation, you could easily save 25 
- 40 percent each year on your util¬ 
ity bills. 

Because the evaluation process 
is so comprehensive and labor in¬ 
tensive, we need to charge for this 
service. However, by following the 
recommendations offered, most 
people can get their investment 
back in energy savings in the first 
year! 

Call us at 800-824-5102 for 
more information about a 
Home Energy Evaluation or 
if you have questions about 
any of our Energy Efficiency 
Resources. 



Prevent Electrical Injuries: 
Don’t Become A Statistic 

▼ Each year, approximately 1,000 residents in the United 
States die as a result of electric shock. An additional 

5,000 inciividuals seek emergency treatment for electric 
shocks. Approximately 20 percent of all electrical injuries 
occur in children, with the highest incidence occurring in 
toddlers and adolescents. 

Do not let you or members of your family become a 
figure in this statistic. Prevent electrical injuries by practic¬ 
ing these safety measures: 

turer. When inspecting light bulbs, make sure they are 
screwed in securely - as loose bulbs may overheat. 

Appliances: If one appliance repeatedly blows a 

fuse, trips a circuit breaker, or if it has given you a 
shock, unplug it and make sure to have it repaired or 
replaced. In addition, appliances should not be used 
near water. 

Computer / Entertainment Equipment: 
Outlets : Avoid overloading with too many appliances. 
Wall plates that are found broken on the outlet should 
be replaced as soon as possible. If young children are 
present, make sure to have safety covers on all of the 
unused outlets that are accessible to them. 

Plugs: Check for loose-fitting plugs that can overheat 
and lead to fire. You should never remove the ground 
pin in order to make a three-prong plug fit a two-con¬ 
ductor outlet, as it could lead to electrical shock. All 
plugs should fit securely into an outlet; a plug should 
never be forced into an outlet if it does not fit. 

Cords: Make sure that cords are in good condition 

and are not frayed or cracked. They should never be 
nailed or stapled to the wall, baseboard, or any other 
object. Furniture should not rest on cords. Cords 
should not be placed in high-traf¬ 
fic areas of the house. Extension 
cords are to be used temporarily; 
they should not be considered 
permanent household wiring. 

Both cords and extension cords 
should not be overload¬ 
ed. 

Light Bulbs: 
Check the watt¬ 
age of all bulbs in 
lighting fixtures 
to make sure they 
are the correct watt¬ 
age for the size of 
the fixture. Bulbs that 
have a higher wattage 
than necessary should 
be replaced. If you are 
not sure of the correct 
wattage, make sure to 
check with the manufao 

Check to see that the equipment is in good condition 
and working properly. Make sure to look for cracks or 
any damage in the wiring, plugs and connectors. 

It is also important to realize that electrical injuries 
do not always occur from things that are directly visible. 
Unsafe wiring in the walls of the home can also lead to 
electrical shocks, fire and other hazards. When having 
additions, renovations or upgrades done to your house 
that involve electrical work, it is vital to have a qualified 
electrician do the work. The electrician should obtain a 
working permit that ensures a qualified inspector checks 
the electrical work, making sure it complies with the proper 
codes. 

Taking these safety precautions will help you and your 
family stay safe and prevent electrical injuries! 

Source: North Carolina Association of Electric Cooperatives 
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Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
Member Meeting Locations 

Find out where EIEC is headed 

Tuscola 
7 p.m. 

6 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Share what you think! 
March 1 - Tuscola at 7 p.m. 
Tuscola Farm Services Building 
Corner of Route 36 and Washington Street in 
Tuscola. 

Feb. 13 - Mahomet at 7 p.m. 
Hide Away at the Woods Restaurant 
Located just north of 1-74 on PrairieView road in 
Mahomet. 

March 6 - Rossville at 7 p.m. 
Hubbard Trail Golf Course 
13937 E 3680 N Rd in Rossville. The golf course 
is located 1 mile north of Rossville, just west of 
Route 1. 

Feb. 15 - Homer at 7 p.m. 
Homer Lake Outdoor Recreation Center 
From L74, take the Ogden exit #197 south on Route 
49 about 2 miles to County Road 1350, west on 
County Road 1350 about 1.5 miles and south on 
South Homer Lake Road to preserve entrance. Fol¬ 
low the signs to the Outdoor Recreation Center. March 8 - Onarga at 7 p.m. 

U of 1 Extension Office 
912 W Seminary Avenue (Route 54) in Onarga. 
The office is just east of 1-57. 

Feb. 22 - Watseka at 7 p.m. 
Super 8 Motel 
710 W Walnut Street (Route 24) in Watseka 

March 15 - Paxton at 7 p.m. 
EIEC Headquarters 
330 W Ottawa (Route 9) in Paxton. The headquar¬ 
ters is located Vi mile east of 1-57. 

Feb. 27 - Forrest at 7 p.m 
Forrest Library 
310 W James Street in Forrest. Th( 
blocks west of Route 47. 

February 2007 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 
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Eastern Illini 
ELectric 

Cooperative Looking out for you. 

vm 

At Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, there’s a reason we hire people with a passion for service. 

And we constantly train and provide them with all of the latest resources - whatever they need to 

get the job done right. Our mission is to provide much more than reliable electricity - it’s to provide 

peace of mind to all our members. 



The AQUAIity Corner 
You’ve seen those annoying spots on your 

dishes right out of the dishwasher. You 
may have thought the dishwasher itself was 
at fault. The culprit, though, was probably 
the quality of your water, and the amount of 
detergent you were using. 

What caases etching at aiy glassware in the 
dishwasher? 

It is caused by the strong phosphate 
sequesterants (e.g., trisodium phosphate) 
in dishwashing detergent. It may also be 
triggered by the combination of extremely hot 
water, soft water and too much detergent. 

The high water temperature can 
cause the detergent phosphate compounds 
to break down into an even more aggressive 
form. If hardness is available, it will consume 
the most aggressive of these sequestering 
chemicals. Otherwise, however, the detergent 
agents can actually extract elements directly 
from the glassware composition. The solution 
to etching is to use less detergent and water 
temperatures less than 140°F when you 
have soft water. Water softening is such an 
enhancement that the dishes will get cleaned 
just as well with less detergent and 120° - 
140°F water in softened water. 

AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS® 

For more information about water softening, 
or for your FREE water test, call 

AQUAIity Solutions 866-4WATER1. 

SEE THE DIFFERENCE 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2007 
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Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further www.eiec.coop 

Click, Click, Save! 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-5102 

See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 9 
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Conxxus otters dial-up Internet 
service to communities throughout 

Central Illinois! 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a month! 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 

features to make your life simpler and to 

save you money. Visit the site today to pay 
your bill, discover money-saving energy 

efficiency tips, view E1EC publications 

and Board Reports, and learn about all of 

our products and services. 

To provide premium-quality, economically 
priced electricity and other related services to 
our members and communities. 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus r 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly ll LL.II 

Your Name...Our Water... 
Your Satisfaction... Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 

for more information 
on Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative 
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Free compact 
fluorescent light 

bulb for each 
.attending family. 

[essage from the President 16b 

lamaica School's Outage 

scare 16b 

:lood Dangers 16c 

lidwest Ag Expo  16d-e 

"he AQUAlity Corner 16g 

We’ve held four member meetings in February to educate our members on 

what is happening at the co-op and to hear what you think about us. 

President/CEO Dave Champion says, “As a member-owned cooperative, it’s 

very important that we listen to you, our members. It is nice to hear what we 

are doing right and what we can improve on. These meetings are also the perfect 

opportunity to answer questions about rates and what our future holds at the 

co-op and in Illinois.” 

If you haven’t attended one of the meetings held in February, please check 

out the schedule below to pick a location near you. Each of the meetings last 

about one hour and feature door prizes and snacks. 

March 1 - Tuscola at 7 p.m. 
Tuscola Farm Services Building 
Corner of Route 36 and Washing¬ 

ton Street in Tuscola. 

March 6 - Rossville at 7 p.m. 
Hubbard Trail Golf Course 
13937 E 3680 N Rd in Rossville. 

The golf course is located 1 mile 

north of Rossville, just west of 

Route 1. 

March 8 - Onarga at 7 p.m. 
U of I Extension Office 
912 W Seminary Avenue (Route 

54) in Onarga. The office is just 

east of 1-57. 

March 15 - Paxton at 7 p.m. 
EIEC Headquarters 
330 W Ottawa (Route 9) in Paxton. 

The headquarters is located Vi mile 

east of 1-57. 
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Nominating Petitions 
Will be Available March 16, 2007, for the June 14, 2007, 

Director Election 

Directors in Directorate Districts 1, 

4 and 8 will be elected at the June 

14, 2007, Annual Meeting. 

Incumbent directors Kay Horsch 

of Dewey, District 1; Harold M. Loy 

of Beaverville, District 4 and Charles 

(Dean) Day, Jr. of Bement, District 8 

have indicated they will seek re-elec¬ 

tion. 

Nominating petitions can be picked 

up at 8 a.m. on Friday, March 16, 2007, 

at Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 

330 W. Ottawa, Paxton. Each member 

who desires to be elected to the board 

of directors must have their petition 

signed by not less than 25 members 

of the cooperative. Petitions must be 

filed at the cooperative’s headquarters 

in Paxton no later than 5 p.m. on 

Monday, April 30, 2007. 

The Credentials Committee will 

meet at the cooperative’s headquarters 

on May 1 to review the qualifications 

of all candidates who file nominating 

petitions to determine their eligibility 

to serve as directors of the coopera¬ 

tive. 

School programs are always im¬ 

portant to the participants, their 

families and their teachers. The 

Jamaica Unit 12’s winter program, 

though, brought special meaning to 

one dedicated teacher. Music teacher 

Mary Taylor is retiring at the end of 

this school year after 34 years of ser¬ 

vice to area students. The December 

17 winter program was her last as the 

director of the event. 

What started out as a seemingly 

happy swan song for a dedicated 

teacher turned into a near catastro¬ 

phe as a farmer nearby the school 

dug through an underground electric 

line just hours before the scheduled 

concert. 

Eastern Illini immediately sent a 

crew to the area to work on the outage, 

while frantic teachers, including Mrs. 

Taylor, worked with flashlights to get 

things prepared for the program. 

District Superintendent Mark 

Janesky noted, “We received a call 

from Eastern Illini saying they should 

have the power restored by 7 p.m., so 

we decided to go ahead with the show. 

Sure enough, at about 6:50 p.m., the 

lights came back on. We got started 

a few minutes late, but we put our 

faith in Eastern Illini and they came 

through. Things went very well.” 

Mrs. Taylor, who has been a mem¬ 

ber of Eastern Illini since 1985, 

summed it up by saying, “We’ve 

always been pleased with the service 

we have received from Eastern Illini. 

That night was no different. Since it 

wasn’t a storm-related outage, I was 

very confident the power would come 

back on.” 

Photo by Rinda Maddox for The Sided Reporter 
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Danger After A Storm 
Tips to stay safe after the storm is over 

As part of Severe Storm Prepared- 

ness Month in March, Safe Elec¬ 

tricity and Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative cautions everyone to be 

mindful of the electrical hazards that 

storms and flooding can leave in their 

wake, and offers vital safety tips to 

avoid electrocution and serious injury 

when dealing with the aftermath of a 

major storm or disaster. 

Stay away from downed power lines 

and be alert to the possibility that tree 

limbs or debris may hide an electrical 

hazard. Treat all downed or hanging 

power lines as if they are energized. 

Warn others to stay away and contact 

the electric utility. 

If using electric yard tools in clean¬ 

up efforts, do not operate them if it’s 

raining the ground is wet, or while you 

are wet or standing in water. Keep all 

electric tools and equipment at least 

10 feet away from wet surfaces. 

Turn off electric and gas before 

entering flooded or damaged rooms. If 

you can’t reach your breaker box safely, 

call Eastern Illini at 800-824-5102 to 

shut off your power at the meter. We 

will send someone as soon as we can. 

Never step into a flooded basement 

or other area if water is covering elec¬ 

trical outlets, appliances, or cords. Be 

alert to any electrical equipment that 

could be energized and in contact 

with water. Never touch electrical 

appliances, cords or wires while you 

are wet or standing in water. Have a 

professional check out all water dam¬ 

aged appliances before using them. 

If after a storm or disaster, the 

power to your home is out for a pro¬ 

longed period, know important safety 

rules, such as never using a charcoal 

or gas grill to cook inside! And if you 

use a standby generator, make sure 

a transfer safety switch is 

used, or connect the 

appliance(s) direct¬ 

ly to the generator 

output through an 

ch is 

d? 

isolated circuit before you operate it. 

This prevents electricity from traveling 

back through the power lines, what’s 

known as “back feed.” Back feed cre¬ 

ates danger for anyone near lines, 

particularly crews working to restore 

power. 

“And please be patient when calling 
in power outages. The phone lines to 

our office might be busy for long peri¬ 

ods of time, especially in severe storms, 

so just keep trying to call in and report 

your outage. We will provide informa¬ 

tion about outages on our web site 

www.eiec.org as well,” says Marketing 

and Communications Coordinator 

Mike Wilson. 

For more information on electrical 

safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 

afe 
lectricity.org 
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Energy efficiency and safety information highlighted 
Eastern Illini’s booth at the 2007 Midwest Ag Expo, 

held in late January at Gordyville, near Gifford, 111. 
Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs) were a big hit. 

CFLs use one-fourth of the electricity of an incandescent 
bulb, and they last up to 13 times longer. By installing a 
CEL in your house, you can save about $40 over the life 

of the lamp. 
Eastern Illini sponsored the Live Line Demo, an 

electrical safety presentation that is operated by former 
EIEC lineman, Kyle Finley. Finley gave seven shows 
during the two-day event. The Live Line Demo uses an 
engaging speaker and incredible visual effects to educate 
and entertain viewers on the potential hazards in dealing 
with electricity. 

The Eastern Illini Co-op Connections Program, a 
FREE discount program available to all EIEC members, 
was represented by the AAA Motor Club of Chicago. 
Eastern Illini members can receive discounts on all AAA 
services, including insurance and travel safety. 

Other items on display in the EIEC booth included: 
ConvectAir heaters, which utilize a dynamic convection 
heating method that effectively distributes heat through¬ 
out a room; insulation displays that showed efficient ways 
to insulate your home; and heat pump technology, which 
is the most efficient way to heat and cool your home. 

For more information on any of the products or 
services offered by Eastern Illini, please contact us at 
800-824-5102 or info@eiec.coop. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ' www.icl.coop 
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Your safety always comes first. If power ever goes out you can rest assured a trained Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative line technician is on the way to make things right. In turn, all we ask is for you to be alert 

and careful when working or playing outside. Keep all tools clear of overhead power lines - especially 

metal ladders. Don’t touch them. Ever. The first rule of every Do-It-Yourselfer is to do it safely. 

Eastern Illini 
Electric 

Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative Looking out for you. 
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The AQUAIity Corner 
You’ve seen those annoying spots on your 

dishes right out of the dishwasher. You 
may have thought the dishwasher itself was 
at fault. The culprit, though, was probably the 
quality and hardness of your water, and the 
amount of detergent you were using. 

Use only the amount of detergent recom¬ 
mended by your dishwasher’s instructions, 
and call AQUAIity Solutions at 866-4WA- 
TER1 for a free water test and information 
about water softening. 

Some skeptics of water softening say that 
because the calcium saturation of the water is 
lowered, the water becomes more corrosive 
to plumbing and appliances. AQUAIity Solu¬ 
tions uses an ion exchange softening process, 
which neither causes nor controls corrosion. 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and the American Water Works Association 
have both recently corrected their brochures 
to indicate this fact. Replacing hard water 
calcium and magnesium in water with soft 
water sodium or potassium has no detri¬ 
mental effect on the water’s contact with 
materials; it is, in fact, a benefit to plumbing. 
Please call the Water Quality Association at 
630-505-0160 or visit www.wqa.org if you 
have any questions after the effects of water 
softening. 

•QUALITY 
SOLUTIONS® 

For more information about water softening, 
or for your FREE water test, call 

AQUAIity Solutions 866-4WATER1. 

SEE THE DIFFERENCE 

PLUG-IN CORD - 120 VOLTS 

III :   

a, canuEcr 
Discover North America's most innovative line of heating solutions! 

Premium 
electric heaters to warm 

any cold room 
Say goodbye to 
★ Chilly bathrooms 
★ Cold bedrooms 
★ Cold floors 
★ Noisy heaters 
★ High heating costs 
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Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further www.eie&coop 

Click, Click, Save! 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-5102 

See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 9 

To provide premium-quality, economically 
priced electricity and other related services to 
our members and communities. 

Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 
service to communities throughout 

Central Illinois! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.lcl.coop 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a month! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus r 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly ULLII 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 

features to make your life simpler and to 
save you money. Visit the site today to pay 

your bill, discover money-saving energy 

efficiency tips, view EIEC publications 

and Board Reports, and learn about all of 
our products and services. 

;\ 

Bottled 
Water 

Your Name... Our Water... 
Your Satisfaction... Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 

for more information 
on Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative 
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The Eastern lllini 
Co-op Connections Card 
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Co'Op Connections Card 

Eastern ILLim 
x Electric 

Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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Because you are a member of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, a Touchstone 
Energy Cooperative, you are eligible to receive discounts on products and services 

from participating business, both in your local area and across the country. 
You should have received your Co-op Connections card last year. To order a 

replacement card, or for more information about the program, please contact 
us at connections@eiec.coop or 800-824'5102. 

This FREE program is very simple. To receive your discounts, simple show 
your Co-op Connections card to any participating business displaying a Co-op 
Connections window sticker. 

To view a current listing of available business, please visit our Web site at 
www.eiec.coop. 

There is no paperwork or hassles required to participate in the Co-op Connec¬ 
tions Card program, and every member of Eastern lllini is automatically eligible. 
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President 

Water Heater 
Load Management 

Information—Recall 

Eastern Illini has maintained a load control program 
for some time. One of the facets of that program 

was the optional installation of a load control switch 
on member-owned electric water heaters in exchange 
for a modest bill credit during the summer. 

It has recently come to our attention that there 
may be an overheating condition due to a loose con¬ 
nection in the junction box between the load control 
switch and electric water heater. The heat that may be 
created could be hot enough to scorch the paint on 
the water heater, and in certain conditions there is 
concern that a subsequent fire could result. We have 
discovered and corrected several hot connections and 
we have no documented incidents of fire or injury 
being caused by this condition, but we believe it to 
be prudent to check each installation. (This should 
not be an issue for switches that are connected to air 
conditioners outside the home.) 

We are initiating visits to each members’ home 
that may be affected by the potentially loose con¬ 
nections. We are working with the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to implement a corrective 
action plan to address this matter and as part of the 
plan we will be calling members affected by this situa¬ 
tion to schedule an appointment date and time when 
we can visit them to check the suspect connections. 

If you have a water heater load control switch, 
please visit our Web site at www.eiec.coop for more 
information about inspecting your switch area and 
junction box, and for pictures of the switch and 
junction box. Call us at 800-824-5102 if you have any 
questions about this issue. 

Please remember the concern we have is not with 
the water heater or the control switch, but with a wire 
connection located inside the junction box. We regret 
any inconvenience that this may cause, but we place 
your safety and the safety of your property as an im¬ 
mediate priority. 
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Your Family Is Unique 
A Real Energy Saver 

▼ Has your electric bill ever caught you off guard? 

Have you ever wondered how to estimate your 

energy usage and cost? If so, the booklet Your Family is 

Unique could be just what you’ve been looking for. 

is Unique 
Your unique energy needs Your unique energy ^ 

being (ware »f to* 'BUC,, of wwiiWy cne'B' »'■ B>' 

borne ml - dwm in >«» I— ',fa,C 

Your Family is Unique is an eight-page 
booklet that includes: 

• Tips on how to save energy. 

• Plans for vacation and seasonal usage. 

• An appliance energy usage guide. 

• A formula to estimate the cost of your family’s 

energy usage. 

• “Did you know” facts about appliances, such 

as water pumps. 

• “Try this and save” tips for cheap household 

maintenance ideas that can save you money. 

9 Answers to questions such as “Why is my 

electric bill higher than my neighbor’s” and “Is 

the meter accurate?” 

“The Your Family is Unique publication has been 
around for years, but it recently received a major 
renovation. It will continue to be a great tool for 

cooperatives to give to members who are concerned 

about high electric bills,” says Rick Policy, Manager 
of Field Services from the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives. 

Policy, along with three other local electric coop¬ 
erative energy experts, recently updated the booklet 

to correspond with the current kilowatt/hour rates 
and newer household gadgets, such as cell phones 
and plasma televisions. 

Some people aren’t aware of just how much 

energy their family uses in a month. Things like 
phantom loads, appliances that consume small 
amounts of electricity even when turned off, and 
hot water usage are some of the surprising causes 
of high electric bills. 

“Often-times the member thinks the meter is inac¬ 
curate and that they can’t possibly be using that much 
electricity. This publication helps them realize that they 
may be using more than they think,” Policy says. 

Jerry Houser, Manager of Member Services at 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, agrees 

with the usefulness of the booklet, “I have always 

used the Your Family is Unique pamphlet in help¬ 

ing resolve member concerns over electric usage. I 

believe the updated pamphlet will certainly improve 

its effectiveness for our members.” 

Contact Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative at 

800-824-5102 to receive your FREE copy of the 

Your Family is Unique booklet. 
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fi^There is power in fun and whimsy,” say Cindy and 
I Kirby Pringle, photographers and founders of 

Dogtown Artworks, located in Champaign County. The 
company’s goal: to bring joy to people’s lives through 
their words and art. 

The Pringles have worked together as photographers 
for 17 years. Dog lovers, they have always taken pictures 
of their much loved companions. Eleven years ago, Cindy 
transformed a photo of the couple’s first rescued boxer 
dog into a man in a bathrobe standing in the woods. The 
whimsical photo was a successful image and about five 
years ago the Pringles decided to focus their images on 
“dog people” and created Dogtown Artworks. 

Two of the stars of many of their photos, Earl and Pearl 
Barker, now have a children’s book of their own. Happy 
Tails: Earl and Pearl on the Farm is a 32-page full color 
book showing Earl and Pearl as they go about their daily 
activities, from A (apples) to Z (zinnias), on their central 
Illinois farm, located just a bone’s throw from Dogtown. 

Earl and Pearl, along with the other dog models 
used by the Pringles, are rescued animals. And all of 
the photos are taken in central Illinois. 

“Our work is also unique because it’s very Midwest¬ 
ern, an area of the country that’s often neglected in the 
art world. People really like our work because it reminds 
them of home -and it makes them smile,” says Cindy. 

Among other artistic honors, the Pringles have been 
featured on WEIU-TV’s “Heartland Highways” show 
that debuted in April 2006 and was repeated nationwide 
on RED-TV and their images were part of the set design 
in the independent film “Welcome to Tolono.” 

The Pringles enjoy coming up with interesting ideas 
for their photos and then working sometimes three 
weeks perfecting the image. A photo of a boxer “person” 
in a beauty parlor for example features the curler-clad 
“woman” reading Bone Apetit magazine with an ad for 
Poodles Without Partners, and an ad for Woof hairstyl¬ 
ing spray is displayed on the wall. 
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Earl and Pearl on the Farm 
By Cindy and Kirby Pringle 

The Pringles told Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
that receiving high-speed Internet through Conxxus has 
really helped in uploading their large photo files. 

“It’s really been gratifying that so many people, from 
children to seniors, have told us how much they like the 
book,” Kirby says. “We enjoy seeing people laugh and 
comment on ‘Happy Tails.’ If we had tails, they would 
be wagging.” 

The Pringles’ Tips Pot* 
PHot»ogr*af>hing Yout* Pete 

• Use two people. One to take the photo and one to get 
the animal’s attention (with biscuits, toys, noises, etc.) 

• Reward your pet. 
• Use light. Bright, overcast days are best for outside 

shots. Use shade if sun is bright. Watch for shadows 
(noon is worst) and use fill flash. If inside, turn on all 
the lights and use your flash or a high ISO setting. 

• Use a high shutter speed or the “sports figure” setting. 
• Watch for a distracting background; photograph your 

pet in a garden, a wide lawn or against a building. 

Whttf*e te Buy 
Happy Tails: Earl and Pearl on the Farm is available at 
many local booksellers, online atwww.dogtownartworks. 
com and amazon.com and at many large bookstores 
such as Borders. Earl and Pearl’s next book is due out 
Spring 2008. 

Gontect* Info 
Contact Cindy and Kirby Pringle at dogtownart@ 
illicom.net or visit their Web site www.dogtownartworks. 
com or see Earl and Pearl’s My Space page at www. 
myspace.com/ dogtownartworks. 
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Together we can take control of the future. 

At Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives, we’re over 600 co-ops strong. In that unity, every member benefits. 

We have the strength to keep delivering reliable electricity. We have the purchasing power, to keep costs in 

check for you. And we have the leverage to influence where our cooperatives are headed. Together, we can 

control the future, instead of the future controlling us. 

Eastern Illini 
ELectric 

Cooperative Looking out for you. 
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The AQUAIity Corner 
How Can Iron Stains Be Removed From Fabrics? 

Iron stains can be removed from 
most washable fabrics with oxalic acid, 
provided that certain precautions are taken. 
Oxalic acid can be obtained at most drug 
stores. Note: Oxalic acid 
is a poison, and everything 
it touches should be 
thoroughly washed after 
use. In addition, it may be 
a skin irritant, particularly 
if the hands have small 
cuts or other breaks in the 
skin. Therefore, rubber 
gloves should be used. 

A solution of the 
oxalic acid may be made 
up by simply dissolving 
the crystals in water. As 
the solubility of the acid 
is only about 10 percent, it 
cannot be made up too strong. The solution 
should be prepared in a plastic container. 

A small amount of the solution 
should be tried on the inside of a hem or 
other inconspicuous location, as the acid 
may bleach certain dyes. If it is apparent 
that no bleaching has occurred, the entire 
garment may be repeatedly dipped in the 
solution. The dipping should continue 

until the iron stains are gone. Allowing the 
garment to soak in the acid solution is not 
recommended. 

After the stains have disappeared, 
the garment should be 
thoroughly rinsed in 
several changes of fresh 
water. To be sure that any 
remaining acid has been 
neutralized, the garment 
should be immediately 
laundered in the normal 
manner, with the regular 
amount of soap. The 
alkalinity in the soap 
will eliminate the last 
traces of acidity. The acid 
solution may be poured 
down the drain, but it 
should be followed with a 

thorough flushing with fresh water. 

A QUA LI TY 
SOLUTIONS® 
For more information about water 

treatment, or for your FREE water test, 
call AQUAIity Solutions at 866-492-8371. 

SEE THE DIFFERENCE 

Thursday, June 14, 2007 

Mark Your 
Calendar! 

$100 20 0 $100 checks and 5 $1 
certificates to purchase gift kid 
bikes will be given away 

Watch for the annual report in the June 
Illinois Country Living magazine 
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Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further www.eiec.coop 

Click, Click, Save! 

It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly i LLI l»fiT51 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 

M y 
tni T 

Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-5102 

See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 9 
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Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 
service to communities throughout 

Central Illinois! 

To provide premium-quality, economically 
priced electricity and other related services to 
our members and communities. 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 

features to make your life simpler and to 

save you money. Visit the site today to pay 

your bill, discover money-saving energy 

efficiency tips, view EIEC publications 

and Board Reports, and learn about all of 
our products and services. 

for more information 
on Eastern mini 
Electric Cooperative 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a month! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus r 
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Bottled 
Water 

Your Name... Our Water... 
Your Satisfaction... Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 
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Message from the President.... 16b 

Annual Meeting Preview 16c 

Member Meeting Recap 16d-e 

Scholarship Winners 

Announced 16f 

Water Quality Update 16g 

Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative’s 

Annual Meeting 

Thursday, June 14, 2007 
EIEC Headquarters 

330 W. Ottawa 
Paxton, Illinois 

Registration and Voting 
begin at 11 a.m. 

Activities for everyone - 
ALL day long 

Come Anytime 

The short business meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. 
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Message From The President 

3 Ways to Stay Safe this Summer 

1. LOOK UP AND AROUND 

YOU. 

Always be aware of the location of 

power lines, particularly when using 

long metal tools like ladders, pool 

skimmers and pruning poles, or when 

installing rooftop antennas and satel¬ 

lite dishes or doing roof repair work. 

Be especially careful when work¬ 

ing near power lines attached to your 

house. Keep equipment and yourself 

at least 10 feet from lines. Never trim 

trees near power lines - leave that to 

the professionals. 

When designing an outdoor play 

area for your children, do not install 

playground equipment or swimming 

pools underneath or near power 

lines. 

2. CALL BEFORE YOU DIG 

If your projects include digging, 

like building a deck or planting a tree, 

call your utility7 locating service before 

you begin. Never assume the location 

or depth of underground utility lines. 

Call at least two business days ahead 

of your dig date. This service is free, 

prevents the inconvenience of having 

utilities interrupted, and can help you 

avoid serious injury. 

For outdoor landscaping and deco¬ 

rative lighting, consider solar lighting 

units available for patios, steps and 

sidewalks. 

3. SAFELY USE APPLIANCES AND 

TOOLS OUTDOORS 

Be careful using electrical appli¬ 

ances outdoors. Whether it is a lawn 

and gardening device, a bug zapper, 

an electric charcoal lighter, a radio or 

CD player, caution must be exercised. 

Be sure you use outlets that have 

weatherproof covers and ground fault 

circuit interrupters (GFCI) to prevent 

serious shock injuries. Use portable 

GFCIs for outdoor outlets that don’t 

have them. 

If you need to use extension cords 

outside, check them carefully for ex¬ 

posed wires; make sure they are in good 

shape, and not frayed or cracked. Use 

only extension cords that are rated and 

marked for outdoor use, and are large 

enough to handle the current needed 

for the device you are using. Check 

that the prongs on the extension cord 

plugs are clean, not broken or bent. 

Make sure the ground prong is intact 

in a three-prong plug, and avoid use of 

adapters for safety reasons. 

Never use electric yard tools if it’s 

raining or the ground is wet. Keep 

electrical appliances and tools at least 

10 feet away from pools, ponds and wet 

surfaces. 

(Sale 
lectricity.org 

For more information on electrical 

safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 



Annual Meeting 
Activities and 

Features 
1 Don't Miss The Fun On 
vThursday, June 14, 2007 

★ FREE attendance gifts 

★ WIN 1 of 20 $100 bills 

★ Kid’s prizes - 5 children will receive 

FREE bikes 

★ Enjoy an outdoor carnival-like 

atmosphere 

★ Inflatable BOUNCE HOUSE and 

OBSTACLE COURSE 

★ Flag Day Extravaganza - View American 

flags from the last 230 years 

★ Energy- Efficiency seminars featuring 

DOUG RYE, the King of Caulk and Talk 

★ Bucket Truck rides 

★ Food and snacks will be provided all day 

★ Games and Activities for kids of ALL ages 

★ Tours of EIEC facilities -?sr—  

Watch for the annual report in 

the June Illinois Country Living 

magazine 
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Member Meetings Inform and Educate 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative recently completed 

a series of eight member meetings. Our primary goal 
of the meetings was to give all EIEC members a chance 
to communicate with us. To that end, meetings were 
scheduled throughout Eastern lllini’s service territory, 
from Watseka and Forrest in the north, to Tuscola in 
the south. Central locations included Onarga, Pax- 
ton, Hoopeston, Mahomet and Homer Lake. EIEC 
President/CEO Dave Champion noted, “We really 
wanted to get out and see our members - to actually go 
to them, in their neighborhoods. We wanted to make 
it as easy as possible for everyone to get to a meeting 
without much of a drive.” 

The three main topics at the meetings included: 

Eastern lllini’s Energy Supply Situation 
Our current contract for purchasing electricity 

runs through 2008. Your electricity rates will remain 
constant through that time. Eastern Illini is working 
to procure a long-term energy portfolio at a stable price 
once the existing contract has ended. Based on the 
current market conditions, we anticipate the need to 
raise our rates beginning in 2009. 

The good news is that we recently paid off all of 
the debt from our investment in the Clinton Nuclear 
Power Station. Our increased margins will be saved to 
help offset and mitigate the amount of the increase 
in rates we are facing in 2009. The increase won’t be 
anything as severe as the investor-owned utilities recent 
rate increases. Beyond 2011, we anticipate our prices to 
be competitive and stable for the next 30 years. Part of 
that stability will come from our involvement in several 
coal-fired electricity generation facilities in Illinois. 

In order to provide you with rate options, our 
intention is to continue to offer marketing rates. 
The marketing rates will also go up in 2009, but will 
remain a competitive alternative to our standard rate 
and competing fossil fuels. 

The Overall Energy Climate 
The current energy situation is a long-term global 

issue that frankly is quite alarming. The energy supply 
cannot keep up with demand due to the industrializa¬ 
tion of under-developed countries, specifically China 
and India. The direct affect will he continually increas¬ 
ing costs for fuel oil, natural gas and propane. The 
long-term solution is electricity generated by environ¬ 
mentally friendly coal-fired and nuclear power plants 
and a portion from renewable energy resources such 
as wind, solar, hydro, geothermal and biomass. 
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Please contact Eastern Illini at 800-824'5102 with any 
questions about the member meeting topics. 

The greatest impact that you can have on your en¬ 
ergy bill is to use energy wisely and efficiently. If you 
adequately seal and insulate your home, condition it 
with a heat pump (either air-source or geothermal) 
and utilize energy efficient appliances and compact 
fluorescent lighting, you can significantly lower your 
energy costs. 

Questions and Comments from Members 

Member concern is primarily focused on future 
rate increases and the continuation of marketing rates. 
They understand that rate increases are inevitable, 
and they want to know how to lessen the impact. 

4 Many are asking if we are looking to include re¬ 
newable energy, specifically wind, in our energy mix. 
There is misunderstanding that both wind and solar 
can be relied upon to provide base load. Those types of 
electricity production are mainly being used for filling 
gaps in electricity need, ONLY when they are provid¬ 
ing energy (which is about 30 percent of the time). 

T Some of our members are concerned about Eastern 
Illini relying on coal as our main source for producing 
electricity. The new electricity generating coalmines 
that we are working with exceed 2018 ERA Standards 

Y Several members asked about broadband Internet avail¬ 
ability. Our telecommunications subsidiary, CONXX- 
US, is planning on having high-speed Internet access 
available to all Eastern Illini members by the end of 2007. 

4 Members were surprised about the wealth of knowl¬ 
edge about energy efficiency and Eastern Illini’s products 
and services that are on our Web site, www.eiec.coop. 

4 Many members are utilizing the exciting benefits 
offered by using the EIEC Co-op Connections Pro¬ 
gram. The simple money-saving program is FREE to 
all Eastern Illini members, and can help offset rising 
energy costs. 

si. 

Eastern Illini 
\ Electric Co-op 
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Alex Jarvis of Mahomet, Will Fombelle of Atwood and 
Lindi Hettinger of Philo represented Eastern Mini 

Electric Cooperative during the Illinois Electric and Tele¬ 
phone Cooperatives Youth Day on Wednesday, March 28, 
in Springfield. Students had an opportunity to view state 
government in action, meet with Secretary of State Jesse 
White (shown above) and tour the State Capitol, Illinois 
Supreme Court, Old State Capital and the Abraham Lin¬ 
coln Presidential Museum. 

They also met with Senators Michael Frerichs and Dan 
Rutherford and Representatives Naomi Jakobsson, Shane 
Cultra and Chapin Rose. 

The day was sponsored by the Illinois electric and 
telephone co-ops and is designed to introduce young rural 
leaders to state government. 

From left are Jarvis, Hettinger, Sen. Frerichs, 

Fombelle and chaperone Mike Wilson. 

Youth To Washington Scholarship Winners Announced 

Lindi Hettinger of Philo and Will Fombelle of Atwood 
have been selected as the recipients of the 2007 “Youth 

to Washington” $1,000 scholarships and all-expenses 
paid trips to Washington, D.C. Lindi is the daughter of 
Stephen and Robin Hettinger of Philo and is a senior at 
Villa Grove High School. Will is the son of Reed and Joann 
Fombelle of Atwood and is a senior at Atwood-Hammond 
High School. 

Scholarship applications were received from students 
residing in rural Fairbury, Broadlands, Danforth, Watseka, 
Ludlow, Urbana, Rantoul, St. Joseph, Fisher, Atwood, Philo 
and Milford. 

The scholarships were awarded based on academic 
achievement; work, volunteer experience, school and 
community activities; goals; and knowledge of electric 
cooperatives. 

Will and Lindi attended Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Youth Day activities in Springfield on March 28, where they 
witnessed state government in action. Additionally, Will 
and Lindi will travel to our nation’s capitol June 8-15 as 
part of the “Youth to Washington” tour. Eastern Mini has 
been sponsoring trips to Washington D.C. for high school 
students since its consolidation in 1987. 
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The AQUAIity Corner - Ask Dave 
So, What’s in Your Drinking Water? 

Jl QUAlity Solutions provides a wide range of water 

»^quality solutions throughout east central Illinois. 

While they are pleased to offer all members of Eastern 

Illini a FREE water test, sometimes people want to check 

things out for themselves. That’s where “Drinking Wa¬ 

ter Watch” from the Illinois EPA comes into play. 

Drinking Water Watch provides online information 

on the quality of water produced by community water 

supplies in Illinois. 

The Drinking Water Watch Web Portal allows citi¬ 

zens to directly access drinking water monitoring data 

and other information for community water systems 

in Illinois. The information is of interest not only to 

consumers of the water supply but nearby private well 

owners can also quickly check on potential contamina¬ 

tion threats. 

Citizens and officials can click on a county map or 

enter the name of a community and pull up all the 

compliance monitoring data for the supply and any 

violation information. An administrative contact for 

the supply that citizens can call for further information 

is also included. Although water supplies are required 

to directly notify customers of any violations of federal 

drinking water standards and provide an annual Con¬ 

sumer Confidence Report, the Web site increases the 

accessibility of information to the public. 

' Aquality Solutions: Your Waters Report Cord - Mozillo I irefox 

Efe Edit View History gookmarte loots Help 

AQUAUTY 
SOLUTIONS 

■ k £3-" 

About Aquailty Solutions 
Wator Problems 
Water Solutions 
Offers 

Customer Testimonials 
Commonly Asked 

You'ie about to be taken to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency website, the authority 
foi water quality in your legion. You are 7 steps away from evaluating youi water's repoit 
card. Refei to this page for instructions on navigating and reading the IEPA report. If you have 
any questions, please don’t hesitate to call AQUAIity Solutions® at 1-8664WATER1. 

Step 1: Open the IEPA Illinois map using this link. 
(This page will remain open ) 

Step 2: Select your county 
Click on a county to open up water systems in that a 

AQUAl ITY 
SOLUTIONS. 

For more information about the quality of your water, 

or for your FREE water test, 

call Dave @ 866-4WATER1 

Visit http://4waterl.com/instructions.html to find 

out more about the Drinking Water Watch. 

A Lineman’s Life 

It’s not just a job, it’s an 
adventure. We’re your electric 

cooperative linemen, and we’re 

looking out for you. 

Touchstone Energy ' 
The power of human connections 
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Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further www.eiec.coop 

Click, Click, Save! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus^ 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly lli-i-i| 

330 W. Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 

M N T STATE 

Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-5102 

See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 9 
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Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 
service to communities throughout 

Central Illinois! 

To provide premium-quality, economically 
priced electricity and other related services 

to our members and communities. 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

Bottled 
Water 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a msaUil Eastern mini's Web site is loaded with 

features to make your life simpler and 
to save you money. Visit the site today 
to pay your bill, discover money-saving 

energy efficiency tips, view EIEC 
publications and Board Reports, and leam 

about all of our products and services. 

Your Name... Our Water... 
Your Satisfaction... Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 

for more information 
on Eastern mini 
Electric Cooperative 
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Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s Annual Meeting 

Official Notice 
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issue... 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2007 

STERN IlilNI 

Information 

www.eiec.coop A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

Thursday, June 14, 2007 
Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative Headquarters 

Paxton, Illinois 

Notice is hereby given that the 20th Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern 

lllini Electric Cooperative will be held on Thursday, June 14, 2007, at 

7 p.m., C.S.T., at the Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative headquarters, 330 West 

Ottawa, Paxton, Illinois. Registration will begin at 11 a.m. and will close at 

7 p.m. The meeting will be called to order at 7 p.m. and action will be taken 

on the following: 

1. The reports of officers, directors and President/CEO. 

The election of three directors (one each from Directorate Districts 1, 4 and 8). 

In connection with the election of directors, the following candidates have 

been nominated: Kay Horsch, Dewey, for Directorate District 1; Harold M. 

Loy, Beaverville, for Directorate District 4; and Charles D. Day, Jr., Bement, 

for Directorate District 8. 

To consider and transact all other business which may properly come before 

said meeting or any adjournment or adjournments thereof. 

Dated at Paxton, Illinois, this 24th day of May 2007. 

Jay Hageman, Secretary 

2. 

3. 
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Annual Meeting 
Activities and 

Features 
★ FREE attendance gifts 
★ WIN 1 of 20 $100 bills 
★ Kid’s prizes - 5 children will receive FREE bikes 
★ Enjoy an outdoor carnival-like atmosphere 
★ Inflatable BOUNCE HOUSE and OBSTACLE 

COURSE 
★ Flag Day extravaganza - view American flags 

from the last 230 years 
★ Energy Efficiency seminars featuring DOUG 

RYE, the King of Caulk and Talk 
★ Bucket truck rides 
★ Food and snacks will be provided all day 
★ Games and activities for kids of ALL ages 
★ Tours of EIEC facilities 
★ Antique car show 

Registration 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

7 p.m. - Business meeting 
Call to Order - EIEC Chairman Harold M. Loy 
Pledge of Allegiance - Led by Eagle Scout 

Nathan Dickey 
National Anthem 
Invocation - Kay Horsch 
Introductions 
Notice and Proof of Mailing 
Secretary’s Report 
Treasurer’s Report 
Chairman/President’s Report 
Director Election 
Questions from floor - Chairman Loy, 

Vice Chairman Marion Chesnut and 
President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

Unfinished Business 

7:20 p.m. - Adjournment 
Prize Drawing - Chairman Loy, Vice Chairman 
Chesnut and President/CEO Champion 

Attendance Gifts 
 ' ' ■ An El bag containing attendance gifts consisting of an 

energy-efficiency light bulb, a giant magnetic clip, a 
scratch pad, a pen and reports of the Chairman, Presi¬ 
dent/ CEO and Treasurer will be given to each member 
attending the event. 

PRIZES 
Twenty $ 100 Bills 

and 
Five $100 Gift Certificates to 

Purchase Kid’s Bikes 

Twenty $ 100 bills and five $ 100 gift certificates 
to purchase kids’ bikes will be given at the 

annual meeting. Children must be present to 
register. Children need not be present to win. 
A drawing will be held immediately after the 
adjournment of the meeting for the checks and 
gift certificates. 

Energy Efficiency 

EIEC Is Your Cooperative. We Appreciate Your Comments. 

6 ^ ILLiNOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Chairman/President's Report 

Harold M. Loy 
Chairman of the Board 

Meeting the cooperative’s financial 

requirements was a serious chal¬ 

lenge in 2006. The situation had been 

created because, over time, we have 

experienced rising costs of doing busi¬ 

ness without initiating any retail rate 

increases to cover them. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO 

Achieved Financial Goals - 
Clinton Debt Paid Off 

We knew that the end of 2006 

would mark the end of power supply 

expenses being charged to pay for the 

“stranded debt service” associated with 

our prior involvement in the Clinton 

Nuclear Power Station. The EIEC Board 

and Management team did not want to 

raise rates in early 2006 to make it easier 

to cover this situation because we knew 

that once we had the year behind us that our wholesale power costs 

would go down and therefore would create relief to the situation. 

The good news is that we did complete paying off the “stranded 

debt service” in 2006 and we met all of our financial requirements. 

This took some temporary adjustments on how we did business for 

a few months, but we were able to squeak out the necessary short 

term cost reductions to accomplish the task. 

Power Supply Contract Ending - Future 
Power Supply - Revenue Deferral Plan 

The current six year power supply contract that was initiated 

on January 1, 2003, will expire on December 31, 2008. We are 

disappointed to see the contract end because it has provided 

a source for very low wholesale power costs to EIEC through 

Soyland Power Cooperative. 

Soyland has been exploring future power supply options for 

the last two years. However, the futures curve for electric energy 

is rising at a 45 degree angle. As a matter of fact, the market 

price for all types of energy is rising very rapidly. Soyland has 

identified two new coal fired power plants that are expected to 

provide below market priced power to participants. EIEC has 

committed to participate, as an owner, in one of these plants. 

We are considering the second plant and will likely participate 

in that plant through a purchase power agreement initially and 

then possibly through some ownership in the future. There are 

serious pricing risks in anything we do...or don’t do. We are 

taking these decisions and the long term rate ramifications very 

seriously as we search for future power supply. 

One thing we know for sure is that the prices that we are 

currently paying will go up as of January 1, 2009. That should 

be of no surprise to EIEC members because we have been dis¬ 

cussing this with members for quite some time. In fact, we just 

completed eight area member meetings that were conducted in 

February and March, during which we reiterated our expecta¬ 

tions for future rates. 

We have been working at mitigating future rate increases and 

the best way that we can do this is to leave the current rates in 

place, even though our power costs were reduced on January 

1, 2007. We have initiated a “Revenue Deferral Plan” through 

Soyland which will allow us to collect revenues at current levels 

during 2007 and 2008 and apply those revenues to 2009 and 

2010 power costs, respectively, which will mitigate some of the 

rate increase that we are expecting to have to implement on 

January 1, 2009. 

Magnitude of Rate Increase 
The magnitude of the rate increases that EIEC will likely 

implement on January 1, 2009, and followed by another increase 

in 2011, is expected to be smaller than the investor owned utilities 

have recently experienced. As we indicated earlier, our partici¬ 

pation in the new, higher efficiency power plants should help 

keep us below the projected market rates. However, we are very 

early in our participation in these power plants and we can’t yet 

specifically identify the final cost of power that will be delivered 

from these plants. Again there are rate risks associated with 

every option that is available for consideration. 

Marketing Rate Options 
One thing that has impacted many of the investor owned 

utility customers as a result of the recent rate increases is that 

the marketing rate options were removed in favor of a standard 

delivery service rate, which includes no options. It is the intent 

of the EIEC Board and Management team to continue to of¬ 

fer the same rate options that we are now offering. Will they 

be increased when the other rates are increased? Yes, they will 

need to be adjusted to reflect the appropriate power supply 

price structure, but choices will still be available. 

Energy Efficiency 
Members can seriously affect their personal energy costs by 

making sure that all energy use is purposeful. Reducing wasted 

energy can make a huge difference in the need for future power 

plants and can be very friendly to our environment. As we have 

been discussing future sources of power with members, several 

have suggested that we should be concentrating on renewable 

forms of energy. 

To the extent possible, we have included renewable energy 

in our evaluation of future power supply options. The challenge 

is that we need to make sure that base load power is available 

on a 24/7 basis. Whenever members flip on the light switch 

they want the power to come on. Other than nuclear power, 

the renewable sources available to us in central Illinois do not 

have the characteristics that would allow for a 24/7 operation. 

However, we can incorporate renewable resources into the 

overall power supply mix. 

Please keep in mind that, “the most cost effective renewable 

resource that each of us has available today is an energy dollar 

that is not wasted.” Please visit the EIEC Web site at www.eiec. 

coop, then click on the green box that has a light bulb with a 

dollar sign in it and look at the energy efficiency recommen¬ 

dations that we offer. Our current promotion is “click click 

save.” That phrase refers to going to that spot on the Web site 

where you can find a lot of valuable energy saving tips. You can 

make a huge difference in your costs and our environment by 

following these energy savings tips. 

Annual Meeting Invitation 
Members who attended the summer annual meeting last 

year said that they really enjoyed the festive format. We hope 

you will come and enjoy this year’s meeting. We look forward 

to visiting with you at your Annual Meeting on June 14. Don’t 

forget to bring the kids and the grandkids! 
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Eastern I Mini Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

N orthem-At-Large 

Steve Meenan 
Melvin 

Harold M. Loy 
(Chairman) 
Beaverville 

Beaverville 
Donald Reitz 

Gilman 

Gilman 

Bruce Ristow 
Cissna Park 

Thomas Schlatter 
Chatsworth Chatsworth 

Rossville 

□ewey 

Jithian Marion Chesnut 
(Vice Chairman) 

Rossville 
Kay Horsch 

Dewey 

Newman 
Bement 

Bradley J. Ludwig 
(Assistant Secretary) 

Fithian 

Charles D. Day, Jr. 
Bement Southern-At-Large 

Guy C. Hall 
(Attorney) 
Champaign 

Herbert L. Aden Jay Hageman 
(Treasurer) (Secretary) 
Newman Fairmount 
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Credentials Committee Meets 

The Credentials Committee met at the office of East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative in Paxton on May 
1, 2007, to determine the eligibility of candidates 

who filed nominating petitions for the June 14, 2007, 
director election. Directors will be elected in Directorate 
Districts 1, 4 and 8. Attending the meeting were Wayne 
Apperson of Foosland, Terry Bose of Anchor, Michael 
Caise of Beaverville, John Wilkening of Cissna Park 
and David Schmidt of Ivesdale. In accordance with the 
cooperative’s bylaws, members of the Credentials Com¬ 
mittee are appointed by the board of directors to serve a 
one-year term. 

David Schmidt was selected as the Chairman of the 
committee. 

Chairman Schmidt noted that nominating petitions 
were available at Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters in Paxton at 8 a.m. on Friday, March 16, 2007, 
and that the deadline for filing was 5 p.m. on Monday, 
April 30, 2007. 

The committee reviewed the qualifications of Kay 
Horsch of Dewey, District 1; Harold M. Loy of Beaverville, 
District 4; and Charles D. Day, Jr. of Bement, District 8; 
who had filed nominating petitions. No other candidates 
picked up or filed petitions. After reviewing the petitions, 
affidavits and qualifications of Kay Horsch, Harold M. 
Loy and Charles D. Day, Jr., the Credentials Committee 
determined that all of the candidates are eligible to serve 
as directors of the cooperative. 

2007 Annual Meeting - Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

As a member of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, an Illinois Corporation, I, the undersigned, hereby appoint 
 my proxy to vote in my stead at the 2007 Annual 
Meeting of Members to be held at the Eastern Mini Electric Headquarters, Paxton, Illinois, on June 14, 2007. 
This proxy is unlimited as to matters on which it may be voted. 

Date (Signature of Member Giving Proxy) 

Name:  

Address:  

Under the bylaws, no member may vote as a proxy for more than three members and the presence of a member 
at the meeting revokes a proxy heretofore given. 
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Director Profiles 

Kay Horsch, 
Dewey 
Directorate District 1 

Kay Horsch was elected as a Direc¬ 
tor of Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative in 2001 and currently 

serves as the Alternate Director on the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives board. She became a National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) Credentialed Cooperative 
Director in 2001 and received a NRECA 
Board Leadership Certificate in 2005. 

Horsch resides on a farm near Dewey. 
She grew up in the Dewey area and gradu¬ 
ated from Fisher High School. In 1959 
she graduated from the University of 
Illinois with a bachelor’s of arts degree 
in Liberal Arts and Science. In 1994 she 
retired after teaching junior high school 
English for 15 years at Fisher. Horsch 
has four sons: Craig is the Senior Vice- 
President and Grant is a Cashier at the 
Dewey State Bank, in Saybrook and 
Dewey; Scott is the Grant Administrator 
at Harlem School District near Rockford; 

and Eric is a QA Engineer at Information 
Resources in Chicago. Horsch also has 
eight grandchildren. 

An active participant in the commu¬ 
nity, Horsch is a member of the Fisher 
United Methodist Church where she has 
served on various committees. In addi¬ 
tion, Horsch is a member of the Dewey 
Home Extension, the Family Services 
Senior Health Advisory Committee, the 
Fisher High School Alumni Association 
Scholarship Committee, the Dewey State 
Bank Board of Directors, the Champaign 
County Farm Bureau, a Life Member of 
the U of I Alumni Association and a Re¬ 
tired Teachers Lifetime Member. A pro¬ 
ponent of substance abuse prevention, 
Horsch is a member of the Champaign 
County Regional Prevention Group and 
Pray for the Children. Additionally, she 
is a state board member of the Illinois 
Drug Education Alliance and a regular 
donor at the community blood bank. 

Harold M. Loy, 
Beaverville 
Directorate District 4 

Harold M. Loy has served on the 
Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Board since 1992 and cur¬ 

rently holds the position of Chairman. He 
also serves as the alternate director on the 
Soyland Power Cooperative Board. 

Loy graduated from the University of 
Illinois with a bachelor’s of science degree 
in Agriculture. In 1998 he completed 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s (NRECA) Professional 
Directors Certification course. Addition¬ 
ally, Loy became a NRECA Credentialed 
Cooperative Director in 1999. 

Loy has operated a grain farm for 
36 years and raises beef cows. His wife, 
Nancy, is an Administrative Assistant at 
the Donovan Farmers Co-op. 

The Loys have three children: Mitch, a 
graduate of Southern Illinois University, 
is employed by Pratt Gases and Welding 
Supplies in Kankakee; Brock, a graduate 
of the University of Illinois, is employed 
by Rabideau Grain &. Lumber, Inc. in 
Clifton; and Haley, a graduate of the 
University of Illinois, is the Director of 
Ag Literacy and Public Relations for the 
Cook County Farm Bureau in Country¬ 
side, Illinois. 

Loy served as President of the Dono¬ 
van Farmers Cooperative Elevator, Inc., 
where he has been a director for 29 years. 
Formerly, he served eight years on the 
Donovan Community Unit District #3 
School Board. 
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Charles D. Day, Jr., 
Bement 
Directorate District 8 Charles D. Day, Jr. has served on the East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative Board 
since its inception in 1987. Previously, 

he served on the Illini Electric Cooperative 
Board for two years. In 1990 he received the Pro¬ 
fessional Directors Certification from the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). Additionally, Day became a NRECA 
Credentialed Cooperative Director in 2003. 

Raised in the Bement area, Day started 
farming in 1971. He is a corn and soybean 
grain farmer. His wife, Pam, is a buyer for the 
purchasing department at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Decatur. 

The Days have two sons, Mike and Bob. 
Mike, a graduate of the University of Illinois, 
is a sales representative for Mycogen Seeds. 
His wife, Cheryl, a graduate of Illinois State 
University, is the Executive Director of the 
Illinois Association of Drainage Districts and 
President of Illinois Agri-Women. Mike and 
Cheryl, along with their two children, Sierra (9) 
and Chayton (3), raise registered Angus cattle. 
Bob, a graduate of Illinois State University in 
Agriculture Business, is involved in the farming 
operation and runs Day Trucking, Inc. 

Day served five terms on the Piatt County 
Farm Bureau Board. He also served four years 
on the Bement Grain Company Board. 

MISSION STATE M E NT 

To provide premium-quality, economically 
priced electricity and other related services to 
our members and communities. 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 
features to make your life simpler and to 

save you money. Visit the site today to pay 
your bill, discover money-saving energy 

efficiency tips, view EIEC publications and 
board reports, and learn about all of our 

products and services. 

Click Click Save 

Bottled 
Water 

Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-5102 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

Your Name...Our Water... 
Your Satisfaction... Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 
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Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
Minutes of Nineteenth Annual Meeting of Members, June 15, 2006 

The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of Members of 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative was held at the 

headquarters of the cooperative, 330 West Ottawa 

Street, Paxton, Illinois on Thursday, June 15, 2006, at 7 

p.m. The meeting was called to order by the Chairman of 

the Board, Bradley J. Ludwig, who presided and acted as 

Chairman. Robert W. Bauer, Secretary of the Board, acted 

as Secretary of the meeting and kept the minutes thereof. 

The Secretary announced that the registration staff had 

informed him that there were 310 members present in 

person or by proxy, and that the attendance being in excess 

of 200 members, as required by the Bylaws to constitute a 

quorum, the Chairman announced that a quorum was in 

attendance and he declared the meeting duly constituted 

to transact business. 

PRESENTATION OF COLORS 
The presentation of colors was conducted by Pack 32 of 

the Boy Scouts of America, Paxton, Illinois, followed by the 

recitation by the membership of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Following this, Brian Ronna led the singing of the National 

Anthem. 

INVOCATION 
Director Marion Chesnut delivered the invocation. 

READING OF NOTICE OF MEETING AND 
PROOF OF MAILING 

Chairman Ludwig read the official Notice of the meeting 

and the Affidavit of Mailing of said Notice. The Chairman 

directed the Secretary to annex to the minutes of this meeting 

a copy of the notice together with the Affidavit of Mailing. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the 18th Annual Meeting of Members 

held March 12, 2005, as printed in the annual report dis¬ 

tributed to all members, were presented for consideration. 

Member Bob Apperson made a motion that the rules be 

suspended, that the reading of the minutes of the Annual 

Meeting held March 12, 2005, be waived, and that the 

minutes be approved as presented in the official annual 

meeting notice of this meeting. His motion was seconded 

by member Alan Good and unanimously carried. 

REPORT OF TREASURER 
Chairman Ludwig informed the membership that since the 

Treasurer’s Report was contained in the body of the program 

as well as the official Notice of the Meeting, there would be no 

oral report describing the amounts set forth in those reports. 

However, the membership was provided an opportunity to 

inquire regarding the financial condition of the cooperative. 

There were inquiries regarding various expenditures, including 

those for legal, auditing and engineering expenses. President/ 

CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. also indicated that there 
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were expenses related to a subsidiary transaction that would 

be announced in detail at a later date. 

He referred the members to the Financial Statement 

appearing in the program for this meeting, including the 

Balance Sheet as of Dec. 31, 2005, a Consolidated State¬ 

ment of Operations and a Statement of Revenue and 

Expense, including all subsidiaries, for the year ended 

Dec. 31, 2005. The Balance Sheet reflected the follow¬ 

ing information: Net Utility Plant-$45,758,243; Total 

Assets-$61,706,339; Long Term Debt-$35,720,131; Total 

Members’ Equity and Liabilities-$61,706,330. After the 

question period concluded, Chairman Ludwig entertained 

a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. A motion to 

approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by member Alan 

Good. The motion was seconded by Director Bauer and 

was unanimously approved. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD AND PRESIDENT/CEO 

Chairman Ludwig and President/CEO Champion 

presented a joint annual report. Chairman Ludwig in¬ 

dicated that the cooperative was proud of its employees 

and the efforts that they had made throughout the year. 

There was further discussion regarding important topics 

of interest, including the status of wholesale power supply 

and future energy costs, as well as the various activities of 

the cooperative throughout the year. 

RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING DIRECTORS 
Chairman Ludwig noted for the membership that 

the cooperative has 11 Director positions, and that three 

new Directors would take seats this year. He noted that 

former Director William Raber retired earlier in the year 

and moved to Florida. Chairman Ludwig reflected on 

Director Raber’s many years of service to the cooperative, 

including his prior service as Chairman of the Board. It 

was noted that Thomas Schlatter of Chatsworth had been 

appointed to fill the vacancy of former Director Raber until 

the election for the balance of the unexpired term. 

Directors Bauer and Glenn R. Anderson are also retir¬ 

ing. Both Directors were given a rousing ovation for their 

many years of service to the cooperative and its member¬ 

ship. Chairman Ludwig thanked both of them for their 

efforts and many years of service. 

Chairman Ludwig presented outgoing Director Bauer 

with a plaque of appreciation for his years of service com¬ 

mencing in March 1983 and ending with the meeting of 

this date. Director Bauer was given the opportunity to 

remark to the membership. He said that the cooperative 

was a world-class organization with excellent directors and 

employees. He informed the gathering that it was the finest 

organization that he has been associated with. 
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Chairman Ludwig then introduced outgoing Director 

Anderson who has served the cooperative and memberships 

from March of 1984 to this date. Chairman Ludwig also pre¬ 

sented a plaque of appreciation to Director Anderson. Director 

Anderson indicated that it has been a distinct pleasure to be 

associated with the cooperative in the capacity of director for 

the last 22 years and noted his strong feelings for the coopera¬ 

tive to which he has devoted so much of his time. 

REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
The report of the Credentials Committee was presented 

advising the membership that the Committee had reviewed 

the qualifications of the nominees and determined the eli¬ 

gibility of the following candidates: from District 2, Thomas 

Schlatter of Chatsworth, Illinois; from District 5, Bruce 

Ristow of Cissna Park, Illinois; from District 7, Bradley 

J. Ludwig of Fithian, Illinois; from District 9, Herbert L. 

Aden of Newman, Illinois; and from the Northern-At-Large 

District, Steve Meenen of Melvin, Illinois. The Commit¬ 

tee report, as also printed in the official notice, indicated 

that nominating petitions were available starting March 

17, 2006, with a filing deadline of May 1, 2006. The Com¬ 

mittee had reviewed the credentials of the nominees and 

determined that they are fit for election to the Board of the 

cooperative. There were no other nominations received. 

The notice materials also reflected that the Committee met 

May 2, 2006, to determine the eligibility of the candidates 

as noted above. 

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman Ludwig announced that the next item of 

business would be the election of directors and called upon 

Attorney Hall to conduct that election. Mr. Hall again an¬ 

nounced that all candidates were shown on the program 

and thanked those who participated and voted. He noted 

that since there were no other nominees other than those 

reviewed and approved by the Credentials Committee, the 

membership could waive the written ballot and elect the 

nominees who had filed the petitions pursuant to Section 

2.5 of the Bylaws of the cooperative. Mr. Hall indicated that 

he had entertained a motion to waive the written ballot and 

elect the nominees approved by the Credentials Committee. 

Thereafter, there was motion by member Charmaine Grant, 

which was duly seconded by Director Bauer to waive the 

written ballot and elect the nominees, Thomas Schlatter, 

Bruce Ristow, Bradley J. Ludwig, Herbert L. Aden and 

Steven Meenen. The motion was carried by a voice vote, 

and the nominees were duly elected by unanimous vote of 

the membership. 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Vice-Chairman Harold Loy introduced special guests. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
Chairman Ludwig, Vice-Chairman Loy and President/ 

CEO Champion entertained questions from the floor 

regarding the operations of the cooperative. One member 

inquired regarding what Eastern Illini Services Corpora¬ 

tion (EISC) is. President/CEO Champion explained that 

EISC is the overarching entity for the subsidiaries of the 

cooperative. He also noted that the consolidated income 

statement includes financial figures for the subsidiaries. 

A question arose regarding the numbers registered in 

order to meet the quorum requirements. The member¬ 

ship was informed that there were an adequate number of 

members registered to meet the requirements as set forth 

in the Bylaws. 

NATIONAL RURAL UTILITIES COOPERATIVE 
FINANCE CORPORATION (CFC) 

CFC is a $20 billion dollar company which is a member 

owned financial institution. The cooperative has a $5 mil¬ 

lion dollar line of credit with CFC, $2 million dollars of 

which is used as a working capital line of credit. That line of 

credit is used for items such as electrical line construction. 

The cooperative has replaced a number of miles of electrical 

line using funds from that line of credit. President/CEO 

Champion further explained the process and need for the 

rebuilding of lines. 

RATES 
It was noted that there will be changes over time in 

rates, and that the rates will probably increase after 2008. 

Chairman Ludwig explained that there are two power sup¬ 

ply contracts in the works, one for 30 years and another for 

a period in excess of 30 years. 

President/CEO Champion explained that 2006 is a 

pivotal year for earning discounts. He also compared the 

cooperative with investor owned utilities (lOUs) and the 

natural gas industry. It is President/CEO Champion’s 

opinion that the future increases at the cooperative level 

do not appear like they will reach the same magnitude of 

other energy suppliers, but that the marketplace cost for 

future energy supply is going to go up significantly. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Chairman Ludwig called for any additional and unfin¬ 

ished business to be presented. None was presented. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Chairman Ludwig called for any new business to be 

presented. None was presented. 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the 

meeting, upon a motion duly made by member Charmaine 

Grant, seconded by member Glenn Anderson and unani¬ 

mously approved, the meeting was adjourned. 

DRAWING FOR PRIZES 
Following the adjournment of the meeting, a drawing 

for prizes was conducted. 

Secretary 

APPROVED: 

Chairman 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Herbert L. Aden 
Treasurer 

Where your 
electric dollar 
went in 2006 

Interest 8.54% 

Depreciation 9.17% 

Operations 24.05% 

Taxes 0.06% 

The enclosed financial information represents the cooperative’s operation for the 
fiscal years ending December 31, 2006 and December 31, 2005. These reports 
were taken directly from the cooperative’s books and records, which are currently 

being audited by the auditing firm of Olsen Thielen & Co., LTD. The American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants sets the standards and scope of the audit. 

Operating Statistics 

1 2006 2005 
Cost of purchased power  . $ 13,556,252 $ 13,549,185 
Total KWH purchased  . 232,279,793 237,667,579 
Total KWH sold  . 215,746,481 217,861,251 
Average number consumers served  13,606 13,469 
Average KWH usage per month per consumer... 1,456 1,348 
Average revenue per KWH sold to consumers.... . $ 0.11206 $ 0.11114 

Balance Sheet 

Assets 1 2006 2005 

Utility Plant 
Cost of electric plant    $ 73,145,760 $ 70,612,856 
Less: accumulated depreciation  25,724,082 24,854,613 
Net utility plant    $ 47,421,678 $ 45,758,243 

Current & other assets 
Cash-general    $ 89,837 $ 57,850 
Investments  8,900,186 10,242,737 
Temporary cash investments  — 100,000 
Accounts receivable, net  2,360,043 2,587,765 
Materials and supplies  691,110 626,181 
Prepaid and other current assets  1,735,627 1,775,463 
Other assets  295,098 558,100 
Total assets    $ 61,493,580 $ 61,706,339 

Members1 equity and liabilities 

Membership fees & other capital    $ 329,790 $ 318,393 
Patronage capital  23,138,843 21,921,609 
Operating margins  1,227,358 1,896,595 
Non-operating margins   (5,573,280) (5,958,962) 

Long-term debt to CFC    $ 33,705,566 $ 35,720,131 

Current & other liabilities 
Accounts payable    $ 1,703,038 $ 1,497,595 
Accrued expenses  872,678 903,741 
Notes payable - Line of credit  3,118,566 2,100,000 
Consumers’ deposits & prepayments  349,945 292,605 
Other non-current liabilities  2,621,075 3,014,632 
Total members’ equity and liabilities    $ 61,493,580 $ 61,706,339 
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Statement of Revenue and Expense 

Operating revenue 
Sale of electricity  
Other electric revenue  
Total operating revenue  

Operating expenses 
Cost of power  
Operations and maintenance expenses  
Consumer accounts expense  
Customer service and information expense 
General office salaries and expenses  
Legal engineering and auditing services  
Insurance expenses  
Administrative and general expense  
Depreciation & amortization expense  
Taxes  
Interest expense  
Other deductions  
Total operating expense  
Operating margins (loss)  
Capital credits  
Net operating margins (loss)  
Non-operating margins (loss)  
Net margins (loss) for the year  

Total value of electric plant  
Total miles of distribution line  
Average plant investment per mile  
Average number of members served  
Members per mile of line  
Plant investment per member served  
Maximum monthly KW demand  
Average monthly KWH used per member . 
Average monthly electric bill per member. 
Average monthly revenue per mile of line. 
Average equity per member  
General capital credit retirement  
Total taxes paid  
Number of co-op trucks  
Hours of operation - trucks  
Total transportation costs - trucks  
Average cost per hour by co-op trucks  

2006 2005 

$ 23,888,239 $ 23,944,590 
287.912 267,327 

£ 24,176,151 $ 24,211,917 

$ 13,556,252 $ 13,549,185 
2,585,988 2,542,208 

629,338 678,876 
686,880 660,162 
805,086 860,308 

87,251 97,212 
121,527 120,881 
661,848 643,900 

2,136,308 1,985,190 
54,627 53,977 

1,989,380 1,807,958 
(37,752) (40,776) 

£ 23,276,733 $ 22,959,081 
899,418 1,252,836 
327,940 643,758 

1,227,358 1,896,594 
(258,009) (22,123) 

£ 969,349 $ 1,874,471 

1 Cooperative: 
2006 2005 

$ 73,145,760 $ 70,612,856 
4,517 4,514 

$ 16,193 $ 15,643 
13,606 13,550 

3.02 3.00 
$ 5,376 $ 5,211 

46,686 48,602 
1,321 1,348 

$ 176 $ 148 
$ 374 $ 442 
$ 1,405 $ 1,342 
$ — $ — 
$ 1,075,211 $ 1,073,354 

28 28 
37,281 37,473 

$ 573,954 $ 541,179 
$ 15.40 $ 14.44 

0.00 

Cost Components 

2006 2005 2004 2003 Year 
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Family 
Activities 

Flag Day 
Extravaganza 

In honor of Flag Day, June 14, we will 
display American flags from as far back 
as the 1700s. A scavenger hunt involving 

the flags is also planned. 

Ipl 
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^ Bucket truck rides 

^ Utility pole climbing 
(with souvenir photos) 

Stock car display 

^ Antique car show 

^ Bounce house 

^ Obstacle course 

Farm Safety 4 Kids 
puppet show 

^ Touchstone Energy 
children’s ID program 

^ Know your cooperative 
trivia game 

Food 
Pork burgers, 

hot dogs and chip{ 
will be provided 

all day. 
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in 

ELECTRIC NEWS 

ItUNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.coop : Energy' Cooperative 217“379”2131 Of 800_824“5102 

Co-op Connections Pharmacy Update 
Co-op Connections® Card Members’ Co-op Connections 

cards are now even more power¬ 

ful, with the addition of a pharmacy 

discount program. The Co-op Con¬ 

nections card, along with our group 

codes, will entitle our members to 

get 10 percent to 60 percent savings 

on most prescriptions at more than 

48,000 independent pharmacies and 

national chains including CVS, Wal¬ 

greens, Wal-Mart, Target and more. 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

is implementing this program in con¬ 

junction with many other Touchstone 

Energy cooperatives, in an effort to 

better serve you, our member-owners. 

With soaring prescription prices, this 

discount pharmacy program will work 

for your family and you. 

EIEC members received their free 

Co-op Connections cards last year that 

offered savings at many local and na¬ 

tional businesses. A new card with the 

discount pharmacy information will 

In this 
issue... 

essage from the President 16b 

oop Power Plus Card Updates ...16c 

ummer Events Spotlight 16d~e 

cholarship Winners Announced.... 16f 

e AQUAlity Corner 16g 

he distributed 

to all members 

soon. Once 

the member 

has signed the 

back of the 

card, it may 

be used at 

participating 

pharmacies 

locally and 

nationwide. 

To find out 

which phar¬ 

macies are 

EASTERN ILLINI ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
Member# 142407524 
Group# 22203IL03 

M°a provider or for questions CTIII Mail Order Prescriptions 1-877-839-8121 
Pharmacy discounts are Not Insurance 
Pharmacists only Help Line: 1-877-448-6182 ’ 

participating 

and to look 

up the discount 

prescription price, 

members can visit www.rxprice- 

quotes.com. 

This is just one more way you win 

from being a cooperative member. 

Simply present your Co-op Connec¬ 

tions card at a participating pharmacy 

with your prescription and receive a dis¬ 

count at the time of purchase. When¬ 

ever a Co-op Connections card holder 

- whether from EIEC or from any of 

the other participating Touchstone 

Energy cooperatives across the country 

- shows their card, they will receive 

a 10 percent to 60 

percent discount on 

most prescriptions. 

Until you receive 

you new Co-op Con¬ 

nections card, you 

can use your exist¬ 

ing card and the 

program numbers 

Members can use these card numbers 
at local pharmacies until new cards are 

mailed later this summer. 

shown on the graphic above. (You can 

even clip out the card graphic and take 

it with you to your pharmacy!) 

“The Co-op Connections card 

creates an even greater sense of mem¬ 

bership and reinforces Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative’s longstanding 

commitment to the community,” said 

President/CEO Wm. David Cham¬ 

pion, Jr. “It offers further proof being 

a member of an electric cooperative 

has its advantages,” he added. 

“Whenever a Co-op Connections 

cardholder shows their card, 

they will receive a 10 percent 

to 60 percent discount on 

most prescriptions.” 

mm ■ssiiPiii 
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Message From The President 

Include Home Energy 
Savings in Summer 

Vacation Plans 
For members going on vacation this 

summer, Eastern Illini advise them 
to make sure their home’s energy use 
takes a vacation as well. Simple tips can 
save you money while you are away. 

Air Conditioning 
Set the thermostat to 85 degrees. 
If it is a programmable thermostat, 
use the “hold” or the “vacation” set¬ 
ting to keep it at that temperature. 

Lighting 
Consumers can improve their 
energy savings, and their home’s 
security, by using timers to operate 
lights each night. And by install¬ 
ing compact fluorescent bulbs, or 
CFLs, in those lamps, consumers 
will be saving more energy, up to 
66 percent less in each lamp, and 
the bulb will last approximately 10 
times longer than a regular incan¬ 
descent bulb. 

Electronics 
Computers, CD/DVD players, 
TVs, and VCRs - these and other 
electronic appliances use electricity, 
even when they are not turned on. 
Unplug them before leaving. 

Water Heating 
Turn the water heater’s temperature 
down to the lowest setting. Many 
water heaters have a “vacation” 
setting for this purpose. Leave a 
reminder to turn it back up upon 
returning home. 

• Waterbed owners should unplug 
the heater, or at least lower the 
temperature 10 degrees. 

• Pool owners should shorten the 
operating time for the pool filter 
and automatic cleaning sweep (if 
applicable). A pool cover can save 
energy too. According to the U.S. 
Department of Energy, up to 70 
percent of pool heat loss is by 
evaporation. 

Refrigerator 
Adjust the refrigerator control to 
a warmer setting. If going on an 
extended trip, consider emptying 
the fridge and turning it off. Re¬ 
member to leave the door open to 
prevent mildew. 

For more information on how to use 
your energy more efficiently this sum¬ 
mer, call us at 379-2131. 
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plus 

CO-OP POWER 
Platinum Edition Visa® Card 

Introducing a powerful Visa rewards card 
exclusively available to members of: 

Eastern Illini 
ELectric 

Cooperative 

Earn points per $1 when you use your 
Co-op Power Plus card at your local electric cooperative.* 

Plus, earn point per $1 
on all other card purchases.* 

Redeem points for 
cash back in the form of a credit to your account, 

travel, gift cards, merchandise and more! 

The issuer of your credit card reserves the right to change 
the account terms should your credit profile change or for 
other reasons described in the Cardmember Agreement. 

BONUS POINTS 
upon first usage within the 

first three billing cycles 
after your account is opened/* 

Your Co-op Power Plus card comes with the following benefits: 
No annual point earnings cap 
Up to 5 years to redeem points 
Free online account access 
No annual fee 

Coop Logo Here eooPtwS 

tAfDlUM SOifiOfi 
-.WC _-i- — -w-C 

"» • • mt „t 

VISA mrnmk VISA 

Call: 866-410-4195 
Access Code:41635 

Offer Code: 172-011 

* Complete details, including restrictions, limitations and exclusions, will be available when you become a Cardmember. 
** See the rewards Terms and Conditions for complete details regarding your bonus points. 
Offer expires September 30, 2007. 
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Summer Fun! 
See tractor pulls, horse shows, a demolition derby, car 

and tractor shows, and airplane acrobatics in your 

own backyard this summer with Historic Farm Days, 

the 2007 Iroquois County Fair and the Chanute Air 

Festival. And if you head out to the fair, don’t forget to 

visit the Eastern Illini booth for a 72,000 volt live-line 
demonstration that will entertain and teach your family 

about electrical safety. 
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Historic Farm Days 
Featuring the National Reunion of John Deere 

Farm & Industrial Equipment 

l&l Antique Tractor and Gas Club in Penfield 

July 12 -15 

217-569-2143 or 217-694-4132, www.antiquefarm.org 

Daily 

• Gates open - 7 a.m. 
• Demonstrations - starting at 9 a.m. 
• Parade of Power - 1 p.m. 
• Food court, pork pavilion and root beer floats 

12 

13 

14 

15 

NITPA Mini-Rod Tractor Pull 6 p.m. 
Bingo - afternoon 
Horse Pull - 6 p.m. 
Style Show - 11 a.m. 
Wes Wheeler and Battle Creek Band - 5 p.m. 
IPA Tractor Pull - 6 p.m. 
Fireworks display - dusk 
Jake Boys (gospel music) - 9 a.m. 
Raffles drawn for a John Deere 1010 Tractor, a quilt, 
a John Deere pedal tractor and a John Deere r 
Longaberge basket - afternoon. 



2007 Iroquois County Fair 

Iroquois Co. Ag. & 4-H Club Fair Assoc. (Crescent City) 
July 18-23 
815-457-2947 or 815-683-2359 

• 18 Grandstand - Fair Queen 8 p.m. 

• 19 Demolition Derby 7:30 p.m. 

• 20 Talent Show - 4-H Center 7 p.m. 

• 21 Western Horse & Pony Show (Gaming) 9 a.m. 

“circle 8” Demolition Derby 7:30 p.m. 

• 22 Western Horse & Pony Show 

(Pleasure Classes) 9 a.m. 

Chefs Contest - Pork Producers Noon 

Tractor Pull - Grandstand 12:30 p.m. 

ITPA Tractor & Semi Pull - Grandstand 5 p.m. 

• 23 4-H & FFA Livestock Sale 1:30 p.m. 

Daily 
• Wambold’s Circus Menageris 

• Live Line Demo, located near the Eastern lllini Electric 

Cooperative Energy Savings Booth 

Chanute Air Festival 

Rantoul Airport 
August 11-12 
217-893-1613, www.aeromuseum.org 

• Bob Essell - the only father-daughter wing walker act 

in the business 

• Clyde Zellers - North American SNJ-5 aircraft aerobatics 

• Greg Koontz - Super Decathlon 

• The fabulous Hall Brothers Monster Truck, “the 

Raminator” 

• The Collings Foundation’s TA-4 jet act 

• Bands galore 

• Car and tractor shows 

• Many attractions and events for the whole family 

Admission: Adults $10; Children $5; Family Pass $25 
(2 adults/2 children); Early Ticket Sales $8 Adults/$4 
Children; Weekend Getaway - Room one night at the 
Official Air Festival Hotel, The Quarters, just 1 /4 mile from 
show center plus 2-day family pass - $85. 
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Youth to Washington 

Will Fombelle, son of Reed 

and Joann Fombelle of 

Atwood, and Lindi Idettinger, 

daughter of Steve and Robin 

Hettinger of Villa Grove, 

have been selected as the 

recipients of Eastern Illini’s 

2007 “Youth to Washington” 

Scholarships. The winners 

each receive a $ 1,000 scholar¬ 

ship and an all expense paid 

trip to Washington, D.C. “The purpose of the scholarship 

program is to assist Eastern Illini’s youth and to demonstrate 

our commitment to community,” says President/CEO Wm. 

David Champion, Jr. 

The two students competed for the scholarships with other 

students who are the sons and daughters of Eastern Illini mem¬ 

bers. Candidates were judged on academic achievement, work 

and volunteer experience, school and community activities, goals 

and knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

On May 8, 2007, Debbie Laird, Executive Assistant, pre¬ 

sented the scholarship to Will Fombelle at Atwood Hammond 

High School’s Honors Night in Atwood and Bob Dickey, Man¬ 

ager of Marketing and Economical Development, presented the 

scholarship to Lindi Hettinger at the Villa Grove High School 

Annual Honors Banquet in Champaign. 

On June 8-15, the two students toured the nation’s capital. 

“While in Washington, the students got an up close, first hand 

look at democracy in action and learned why it is important for 

every citizen to get involved in government,” President/CEO 

Champion adds. 

. 
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The AQUAIity Corner 

/ i» m 

She has 
a great sense of humor 

| a belief that beauty is 
everywhere 

a daughter that means 
the world to her 

an electric cooperative that’s always looking out for her. 

Should softened water be used for watering 
houseplants or for sprinkling the garden or 

lawn? 
Where the amount of hardness minerals 

in the water is only moderate (less than 200 
milligrams per liter), it is doubtful whether the 
sodium concentration would be sufficient to be 
a serious hazard to plants. Most houseplants 
require specific soil conditions for healthy 
growth. Many thrive best in slightly acid soils. 
If there is a high hardness concentration in the 
water being softened, the chances are good that 
necessarily high sodium concentration of the 
soft water would be harmful to plants. 

Distilled, reverse osmosis, or de-ionized 
water or rain water are better choices for 
watering plants to prevent mineral accumulation 
in the soil. Or, if using softened water, water 
heavily to wash previously deposited minerals 
through and beyond the plants’ root zones. Heavy 
sodium or potassium salt concentrations in the 
absence of calcium or magnesium may affect 
swelling of soils and retard the growth of plants. 

For outside sprinkling purposes the use of 
softened water is, first and foremost, wasteful. 
Again, where the concentration of hardness 

At Eastern Illini, our members and the 
communities they live in are our single greatest 
investment. That’s why we invest in the latest 
technologies to strengthen reliability. And more 

importantly, to help communities like ours 
grow stronger every day. When we invest in 
new technology, we’re investing in a brighter 
tomorrow...for all of our members. 

Eastern Illini 
Electric 

M Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

minerals is heavy, the sodium salts replacing 
them might retard growth and might be 
sufficient to kill the grass. 

For more information about the quality of 
your water, or for your FREE water test, call 
AQUAIity Solutions 866-4WATER 1 

AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS® 

For more information about water softening, 
or for your FREE water test, call 

AQUAIity Solutions 866-4WATER1. 
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Bottled 
Water 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further www.eiec.coop 

Click, Click, Save! 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-5102 

See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 9 
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for more information 
on Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative 

STATEMENT 
To provide premium-quality, economically 
priced electricity and other related services to 
our members and communities. 

Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 
service to communities throughout 

Central Illinois! 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

iPiif#it3jjffS staring 
at $14.95 a month! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus r 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly liLLildFISI 

Your Name... Our Water... 
Your Satisfaction...Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 

features to make your life simpler and to 

save you money. Visit the site today to pay 
your bill, discover money-saving energy 

efficiency tips, view EIEC publications 

and Board Reports, and learn about all of 

our products and services. 



20th Annual Meeting Held 
▼ Members of Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative (EIEC) were told 

the future cost curve for electric 

energy is rising at a 45-degree angle 

at the co-op’s 20th annual meeting 

held Thursday, June 14, at the coop¬ 

erative’s headquarters in Paxton. 

Members got an opportunity to 

tour the EIEC facility and learn more 

about how they can help control 

their energy costs through simple 

energy efficiency measures. The 

co-op hosted Doug Rye, a nation¬ 

ally known energy efficiency expert 

and talk show host. He gave several 

seminars during the day-long event. 

The co-op provided both lunch 

and dinner to members, and offered 

many prizes to attendees, including 

20 $100 checks, and five $100 gift 

certificates to be used towards the 

purchase of a child’s bike. 

Members of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative (EIEC) re-elected 
(l-r) Charles Day, Jr. of Bement, Kay Horsch of Dewey and 
Harold Loy of Beaverville to the co-op’s board of directors at 
this year’s annual meeting. 

In this 
issue... 

essage from the President  16b 

buth to Washington Update 16c 

nnual Meeting Recap 

ontinued Wd-e 

BCs of Saving Your Life 16f 

During the meeting, members re¬ 

elected Kay Horsch of Dewey, Harold 

Loy of Beaverville and Charles Day, 

Jr. of Bement to the co-op’s board of 

directors. 

Chairman Loy, in his written 

report said that although the co-op 

has paid off its stranded debt associ¬ 

ated with the Clinton Nuclear Power 

Station, the co-op is trying to miti¬ 

gate future rate increases by leaving 

current rates in place and initiating 

a revenue deferral plan. “This will al¬ 

low us to collect revenues at current 

levels during 2007 and 2008 and ap¬ 

ply those revenues to 2009 and 2010 

power costs,” said Loy. 

President/CEO Wm. David Cham¬ 

pion, Jr. in his report said that the 

co-op is working on long-term power 

supply options that should provide be¬ 

low market rate power. Those options 

include two new Illinois coal plants. 

Both of these coal-fired plants have 

been delayed and will not be ready 

when the co-ops current power supply 

contract expires in 2009. “There are 

serious pricing risks in anything we 

do,” said Champion. “One thing we 

know for sure is that the prices that 

we are currently paying will go up as 

of January 1, 2009.” 

Continued on page 16d ► 
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Message From The President 

Improve Your Air 
Conditioner’s Efficiency 

Air conditioners use a lot of electricity, consuming the most in 
a summertime heat wave. Without regular service to your air 

conditioner, its efficiency can fall by as much as half, especially 
when it works overtime in the summer heat. However, proper 
maintenance and repair on your air conditioner will save you 
money and can extend its life for roughly 15 years. 

Air conditioners are complicated and require specialized tools 
to service them. It is best to hire an air-conditioning technician. 
An annual tune-up of your air conditioner averages 
approximately $50 to $100, hut can reduce 
your cooling costs by 5 percent or more. 

Here are some maintenance tips that should be 
performed by a professional: 

H Inspect the ductwork for loose joints and other leaks. Air leaks waste energy 
and should be sealed with duct mastic, not duct tape. 

H Check hose connections for leaks, and make sure the condensation tube is 
draining freely. 

■ Clean the blower so that it can move air more efficiently. 

■ Oil the motors, and check the belts for tightness and wear. 

S Verify the airflow by measurement. Improper airflow can affect efficiency. 

• Clean the indoor evaporator and outdoor condenser coil. If it doesn’t have an 
access panel, have one installed. 

■ Check the refrigerant charge and adjust if needed. Remember that the law 
requires refrigerant to be recaptured when units are recharged. 

■ Straighten any bent films on the condenser and evaporator coils. 

IS Inspect the electric terminals. 

■ Make sure to clean and tighten the connections. 

H Inspect the thermostat to ensure that it provides a reliable read¬ 
ing. 

■ Install a programmable thermostat to adjust your home’s temperature 
automatically. This thermostat increases the temperature setting while 
you’re gone and then returns the home to a more comfortable setting 
before you return. 

Source: North Carolina Association of Electric Cooperatives and NRECA. 
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Will Fombelle of Atwood, Lindi 

Hettinger of Philo and Alex 

Jarvis of Mahomet represented East¬ 

ern Illini Electric Cooperative in 

Washington, D.C., during the annual 

“Youth to Washington” Tour, June 

8-15. This event, sponsored by the 

electric and telephone cooperatives 

of Illinois, began in the late 1950s 

to introduce rural youths to our 

democratic form of government and 

cooperatives. 

The students met with Senator 

Dick Durbin and Congressman Tim 

Johnson and were among 57 rural 

Illinois youth leaders selected for 

the trip. In addition to the Capitol, 

they also visited the White House, 

Arlington National Cemetery, the 

National Cathedral, the Smithson¬ 

ian Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 

Memorial Museum, the World War 

II Memorial, George Washington’s 

estate at Mt. Vernon and a number 

of other historical sites. 

Jarvis, Hettinger and Fombelle 
toured the nation’s Capitol. 

Fombelle, Jarvis and Hettinger were among a group of students 
who met with Congressman Tim Johnson in his office. 
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Annual Meeting continued from page 16a ► 

Champion said a small moderate rate increase 

will be necessary in 2009 and again 2011, but 

he said unlike the investor-owned utilities, the 

co-op would continue to offer the same rate 

options that are currently offered and will only 

adjust them to reflect power supply increases. 

Members on these electric heat and interruptible 

rates can save substantially on their electric bills. 

He encouraged members to call on the co-op’s 

energy efficiency experts and to go to the co-op’s 

Web site - www.eiec.coop, for energy efficiency 

help. 

The financial report submitted by Treasurer 

Herbert L. Aden of Newman indicated that 

although total operating revenue was approxi¬ 

mately the same in 2006 as it was in 2005, net 

margins were half what they were in 

2005. In 2005 the co¬ 

op had net margins of 

$1,874,471. In 2006, 

net margins dropped 

to $969,349. Long¬ 

term debt was reduced 

by nearly $2 million. 

Net utility plant now 

equals $47,421,678 

and total assets equal 

$61,493,580. 

Fun and Games: The Eastern lllim Annual 
Meeting featured future NASCAR racers. 

Fun and Games: The entire event was 
powered by members working bicycle 
generators. 

< Fun and Games: While both lollipops and 
CFLs were handed out to attendees, it often 
had to be explained to the younger members 
that the light bulbs were not edible. 

6 



Eastern Illiiii 
j. Electric 

A Annual Meeting attendees enjoyed 
several games and activities, including 
a Flag Day contest, and a co-op trivia 
game. Here, member’s supply their 
contest entries. 

◄ “King of Caulk and Talk,” shared his 
energy efficiency advice and solutions 
with Annual Meeting attendees. Rye 
gave 3 seminars during the day, each 
with practical tips that showed that 
energy efficiency upgrades DON’T cost 
you money, they MAKE you money. 

The Votes Are In! 
Annual Meeting Prize and Show Winners Announced 

$100 Trivia Contest 
Margaret C. Kenneth S. Vern T. 
Donald M. Marvin V. Arlyn R. 
Stella C. Miles I. Janice B. 
Larry A. Patricia B. Bailey W. 
Ella B. Stanley M. Gary R. 

Robert L. Donald H. Bob W. 
Jerome C. Lisa B. Winston Y. 
Robert C. James Z. Hazel D. 
Joseph W. Jennie H. Donald D. 
Brother K. Kevin B. David B. 

$100 Bicycle Flag Contest Car Show 
Grant B. Don M. 1st Place, Terry D. 

Breanna B. Gena M. 2nd Place, Merlyn W. 
Jennifer H. 3rd Place, Gene E. 
Kierstyn E 

Joey W. 
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The ABCs of Saving Your Life 

Reading the names of electrical safety devices is a lot 
like looking at an eye chart: GFCI, IDCI, ALCI, 

AFCI, LCD1 - the letters kind of run together. 
But don’t worry. There’s nothing wrong with your 

eyes, or your glasses. All those letters are just a handy 
way of shortening the names of various devices that 
can protect you and your family from dangerous 
electrical hazards at home. The Leviton Institute 
recommends you learn about these devices and install 
them where needed in your home. These devices can 
save your life, or the life of a loved one. 

GFCI 
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters prevent shock 

or electrocution by monitoring the current flowing 
through a circuit. If an appliance is damaged, current 
can leak out of it (similar to water leaking from a 
broken pipe). Unfortunately, it can travel to ground 
through a person holding the appliance in a wet or 
damp area. The GFCI-equipped receptacle senses 
the current imbalance and immediately shuts off the 
power at the receptacle. 

So effective are GFCIs in preventing shock that 
the National Electric Code (NEC) has required them 
in new bathrooms since the mid'1970s. Since then, 
the list has grown longer to include kitchens, crawl 
spaces, unfinished basements, garages, or any place 
indoors within six feet of water. Outdoors, GFCIs are 
required near pools and hot tubs. Remember: water 
and electricity are a dangerous combination. 

GFCIs do need to be checked monthly or after 
major electrical storms to be sure they still work. 
It only takes a minute, but you need to read the 
manufacturer’s instructions on how to check them; 
there are two basic models with small but important 
differences between them. 

IDCI and ALCI 
Immersion Detection Circuit Interrupters and 

Appliance Leakage Circuit Interrupters are those 
large, boxy plugs found at the end of hair dryers and 
certain other small appliance cords. They work in 
slightly different ways, but both safeguard you by 
shutting off power should an appliance be immersed 
in water, as in a sink or bathtub. 

However, even if it’s protected by an IDCI or ALCI, 
don’t assume it’s OK to stick your hand in the water 
to retrieve a submerged appliance. Shut the circuit off 
first, unplug the appliance, drain the water, and then 
remove the appliance. 

AFCI 
Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters are designed to shut 

off a circuit when they detect an arc. AFCIs respond 
much more quickly than regular circuit breakers or 
fuses and are useful for preventing fires caused by 
arcing. Considering that more than 40,000 fires 
claiming over 350 lives a year are caused by problems in 
home wiring, according to the US Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC), it’s no mystery why 
AFCIs are required in bedrooms for new residential 
construction. AFCIs can be mounted in breaker panels 
or receptacles, or sometimes in the plug cap itself. 

LCDI 
Leakage Current Detection Interrupters sense when 

arcing is imminent in a room air conditioner power 
cord, and automatically shut the unit off before a fire 
can get started. The LCDI monitors whether any 
current is leaking from one of the conductors onto a 
wire mesh shield that’s built into the cord. LCDIs are 
required by the NEC on new room air conditioners, 
where they are built right into the plug cap on the 
power cord. 

Apart from the names, there’s nothing all that 
difficult to understand about these electrical safety 
devices. Just remember to install them where needed, 
check them periodically, and they’ll do the rest, 
protecting your home and loved ones from electrical 
hazards. 

Source: the Leviton Institute 
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The AQUAIity Corner 

a community that needs him 
wj * f 

a wife whose cooking 

can’t be beat 

a firm belief that a penny 

saved is a penny earned 
FIREFIGHTER 

an electric cooperative that’s always looking out for him 

High-efficiency toilets could save 10 percent on home 
water bills. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will 
release a final specification for the latest generation of 
water-saving, high-efficiency toilets, the agency an¬ 
nounced January 24, 2007. 

Toilets that use less than 1.3 gallons per flush and 
meet quality performance standards will qualify for the 
agency’s WaterSense label. 

“The WaterSense label will help consumers iden¬ 
tify high performing, water-efficient products,” said 
EPA Assistant Administrator for Water, Benjamin H. 
Grumbles. “By purchasing WaterSense-labeled plumb¬ 
ing fixtures, consumers can help protect the water 
supply and their wallets.” 

The new toilets are the product of extensive research 
in fluid dynamics conducted over the last six years. 
While the exterior differs little from traditional toilets, 
interior redesign and new mechanical approaches sig¬ 
nificantly improve flow and reduce water usage. 

During the development of its WaterSense program, 
EPA analysis determined that toilets represented a sig¬ 
nificant target for its water-efficiency activities. Toilet 
usage accounts for nearly one-third of home water 
consumption. 

It is estimated that high-efficiency toilets can re¬ 
duce water bills by about 10 percent. Replacing older, 

At Eastern Illini, our members are of the utmost importance to us. That’s why we want to help our members 
save something that’s important to them—their electricity. By doing simple things like turning off the lights 
when no one’s in the room to installing energy efficient appliances, all of our members can manage their 
electricity use. Because that’s the way it should be. 

^ Eastern Illini 
Electric 

Cooperative 
A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS® 

For more information about water softening, or for 
your FREE water test, call 

AQUAIity Solutions 866-4WATER1. 

inefficient toilets, which are 
responsible for much of the 
water wasted in American 
homes, could save more 
than 900 billion gallons of 
water a year —- enough to 
supply almost 10 million 
households. 

WaterSense-labeled toi¬ 
lets are certified by inde¬ 
pendent laboratory testing 
to meet rigorous criteria 
for both performance and 
efficiency. Only high-effi- 
ciency toilets that complete 
the third-party certification 
process can earn the WaterSense label. 
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AIR MUSEUM 
RANTOUL, ILLINOIS 

CHANUTE 
AIR FESTIVAL 
RANTOUL AIRPORT 
AUGUST II & 12 

WWW.AEROMUSEUM.ORG 

1-57 - Exit 250 
See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 9 

for more information 
on Eastern mini 
Electric Cooperative 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

www.eiec.coop 

Eastern Mini's Web site is loaded with 
features to make your life simpler and 

to save you money. Visit the site today 
to pay your bill, discover money-saving 

energy efficiency tips, view EIEC 
publications and Board Reports, and learn 

about all of our products and services. 

Click, Click, Save! 

STATE 
To provide premium-quality, economically 
priced electricity and other related services to 
our members and communities. 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further 
Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 

service to communities throughout 
Central Illinois! 

at $14.95 a month! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus r 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly lii.i_il»fCni 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 
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ELECTRIC NEWS 
IlilM 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.coop A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative *£ 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Cooperatives' Power Supplier Changes Name 

Effective July 1, 2007, “Prairie 
Power, Inc.” (PPI) became the 

official not-for-profit Generation and 
Transmission (G&T) Cooperative for 
11 distribution cooperatives purchas¬ 
ing wholesale electric energy from 
Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. 
PPI was established in 2006 by seven 
Soyland electric distribution coopera¬ 
tives to own shares in the Prairie State 
Energy Campus under development 
in Washington County, IL. In June, 
2007, an additional four Soyland 
member cooperatives committed to 
invest in the Prairie State project. 
On July 1, 2007, these 11 distribution 
cooperatives became capacity owners 
of 118 megawatts (or 7.46 percent) 
of the Prairie State Energy Campus 
and members of PPI. PPI assumed 
ownership and legal responsibility for 
all Soyland assets, contracts and ob- 

In this 
issue... 

Energy Efficiency Tips 16b 

Harvest Safety 16c 

The Grid & How It Works... 16d-e 

Fair Recap J 6/ 

Water Quality Update 16g 

ligations on July 
1 and Soyland 
ceased to exist. 

The forma¬ 
tion of PPI is 
timely relative 
to the significant 
changes that have 
occurred within 
the electric 
utility industry. 
The demand for 
energy is increas¬ 
ing and the need 
for new gen¬ 
eration resources, 
equipment and 
materials are at an all time high. The 
marketplace has become increas¬ 
ingly complex, and environmental 
consciousness and government regu¬ 
lations are creating new challenges 
and opportunities for the industry. 

“We perceive PPI as providing the 
advantage of ownership in one of the 
most reliable, cleanest and economi¬ 
cal resources for electric energy today, 
i.e., the 1600 megawatt Prairie State 
Energy Campus. This investment 
will be complemented with new 
long-term power supply contracts 
and other investments in economical, 
reliable and environmentally friendly 
resources that will provide PPI mem¬ 
ber cooperatives with a diversified 
portfolio of energy resources,” said 
Robert Harbour, President/CEO 
of Prairie Power, Inc. “We are very 
excited about the formation of PPI 
and the opportunities of our business 
moving forward,” added Harbour. 

Artist Sketch of the Prairie State Energy Campus 

“These opportunities and chal¬ 
lenges demanded that PPI become 
the new G&T, responsive to the 
demands of our member cooperatives, 
their consumer members and this 
changing electric utility industry,” 
continued Harbour. 
The 11 electric distribution co¬ 
operatives of PPI include: Adams 
Electric Cooperative, Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative, Farmers Mutual 
Electric Company, Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative, McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative, Menard Electric Cooperative, 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 
Company, Shelby Electric Cooperative, 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative and 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. The 
PPI offices are located in Jacksonville, 
Illinois. To learn more about Prairie 
Power, Inc. visit www.ppi.coop. 

Reprinted with permission from Kevin Bemson, 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 
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Message From The President 

“Do-it-Yourself” Home 
Energy Audit 

The first thing to do when per¬ 

forming your own home energy 

audit is to make a list of any existing 

problems, such as condensation and 

uncomfortable or drafty rooms. The 

next thing is to look for air leaks. 

They are common around electrical 

outlets, switch plates, window frames, 

baseboards, weather stripping, fire¬ 

place dampers, attic hatches and wall 

or window-mounted air conditioners. 

When inspecting windows and doors 

for air leaks, look for daylight around 

the door or window frame. That is 

where the leak exists. 

When looking at the outside of 

your home, examine areas where two 

different building materials meet. 

This includes exterior corners, areas 

where siding and chimneys meet and 

places where the foundation and the 

bottom of the exterior brick or siding 

meet. Make sure to plug and caulk 

holes or penetrations for faucets, 

pipes, electric outlets and wiring. 

Also, look for cracks and holes in 

the mortar, foundation and siding of 

your home, and seal them with the 

appropriate material. Finally, check 

the exterior caulking around doors 

and windows to see if they are sealed 

tightly. 

When performing your own home 

audit, make sure to examine the ceil¬ 

ings and walls. If these two areas are 

not properly insulated, you risk heat 

loss in the winter and cool-air loss in 

the summer. Check to see that the 

attic hatch is as heavily insulated, as 

well as weather-stripped and closed 

tightly. In the attic, determine if 

openings for items such as pipes, 

ductwork and chimneys are sealed. 

If you see any gaps, seal them with 

expanding foam caulk or another 

permanent sealant. 

For more information on home 

energy audits and energy-saving tech¬ 

niques you can use, contact Eastern 

Mini at 800-824-5102 for a free copy 

of Touchstone Energy’s Home Energy 

Savings Guide. Or visit www.eiec. 

coop and look for the “Click, Click, 

Save” logo for more energy saving 

Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, Touchstone Energy and the North Carolina Association of Electric Cooperatives 
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Harvest Safety 
National Farm Safety and Health Week Sept. 16-22 

The rush to harvest can yield 

higher numbers of electrocu¬ 

tion, shock and burn injuries. 

Nationwide, an average of 64 ag¬ 

ricultural workers are electrocuted 

and hundreds more injured in farm 

electrical accidents each year. Safe 

Electricity and Monroe County 

Electric Co-Operative urge farm 

workers to avoid tragic accidents by 

taking note of farm activities that 

take place around power lines. 

“Equipment contacting over¬ 

head power lines is the leading 

cause of farm electrocution ac¬ 

cidents in the Midwest,” says Bob 

Aherin, University of Illinois 

Agricultural Safety Specialist. 

Many types of farm equipment 

can come in contact with overhead 

power lines, creating a direct path for electricity. Tractors 

with front-end loaders, portable grain augers, fold-up cul¬ 

tivators, and equipment with antennas can easily become 

electrical hazards and must be operated with care. 

“Everyone who works on the farm should know the 

location of power lines and keep farm equipment at least 

10 feet away from them - below, to the side and above 

power lines,” says Molly Hall, Director of Safe Electricity. 

“Ensuring proper clearance can save lives.” 

Here are some safety considerations for 
farm workers: 

I Always lower portable augers or elevators to their lowest 

possible level - under 14 feet - before moving or transport¬ 

ing; use care when raising them. 

HI Be aware of increased height when loading and trans¬ 

porting larger modern tractors with higher antennas. 

I Always use a spotter or someone to help make certain 

that contact is not made with a line when moving large 

equipment or high loads. 

I Do not use metal poles when breaking up bridged grain 

inside and around bins. 

I As in any outdoor work, be careful not to raise any 

equipment such as ladders, poles or rods into power lines. 

Remember, non-metallic materials such as lumber, tree 

limbs, tires, ropes, and hay may also conduct electricity 

under certain conditions. 

I Use qualified electricians for work on drying equipment 

and other farm electrical systems. 

I Apply decals to all equipment that may pose electrical 

hazards and explain decals to workers who use the equip¬ 

ment. 

I Inspect farm equipment for transport height and de¬ 

termine clearance with any power lines under which the 

equipment must pass. 

I If you have a standby power system, review its location, 

operation and importance with all workers. 

I Never attempt to raise or move a power line to clear 

a path. 

“It’s also important for operators of farm equipment 

or vehicles to know what to do if the vehicle comes in 

contact with a power line,” Hallsays. “It’s almost always 

best to stay in the cab and call for help. Warn others who 

may be nearby to stay away and wait until the electric 

utility arrives to make sure power to the line is cut off.” 

If you must leave the vehicle due to fire danger, the 

proper action is to jump - not step - with both feet hitting 

the ground at the same time. Do not allow any part of 

your body to touch the equipment and the ground at the 

same time. Continue to hop or shuffle to safety, keeping 

both feet together as you leave the area. 

Once you get away from the equipment, never at¬ 

tempt to get back on or even touch the equipment. Many 

electrocutions happen when the operator dismounts and, 

realizing nothing has happened, tries to get back on the 

equipment. 

For more information on farm and other electrical 

safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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The Grid 
AND HOW IT WORKS 

The Grid Structure 

Distribution 
Substation 

ILLiNOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Most of the time, electricity is 

probably taken for granted. 

Making a pot of coffee seems like 

such a simple task yet we often 

forget about the massive structure 

that makes that cup of coffee 

possible. 

“The Grid” is a network of 

power plants, transmission lines, 

substations and distribution lines 

covering the entire United States 

and parts of Canada. It is broken 

down into regional grids that are 

interconnected at transmission 

substations across the country so 

power companies can buy and sell 

electricity from each other. 

Energy comes from many 

sources including burning coal, 

natural gas or oil, water, nuclear 

reactions, wind, methane from 

landfills, animal waste, the sun, 

and geothermal. Most electricity 

is generated at power plants. 

The electricity generated at 

a power plant travels to a trans- 

mission substation where it is 

boosted to extremely high voltages 

(69,000-765,000 volts). Voltage 

must be increased so that the 

electric current has the “push” it 

needs to travel long distances and 

reduce losses along the way. 

The electricity is carried on 

thick wires called transmission 

lines, held high above the ground 

on tall transmission towers, to 

distribution substations. Eastern 

Mini Electric Cooperative has 25 

distribution substations over a 10 

county service territory. 

Once the electricity reaches a 

distribution substation, electricity 

is stepped down by transformers to 

lower voltages (7,200-12,470 volts) 

so it can be sent safely through the 

distribution system. 

Electricity leaves the substa¬ 

tion on distribution lines attached 

to power poles. Most of these 



poles are wooden and may support 
telephone wires or street lights as 
well. 

Distribution lines carry elec- 
tricity to distribution transformers. 
Distribution transformers are the 
gray cylinders located at the top of 
power poles. 

The transformer steps down the 
electricity once again (to 120-240 
volts) for ordinary residential use 
and arrives at your home through 
an overhead weatherhead or an 
underground entrance. Just before 
the wires enter the exterior wall, 
the electricity passes through your 
meter which calculates your specific 
usage. 

Technically, a power plant on 
one side of the United States could 
light a home on the other side of 
the United States. However, power 
plants are strategically located so 
that the cost to ship fuel to the 
power plant and the cost to push 

electricity long distances over trans¬ 
mission lines is kept to a minimum. 
Distribution cooperatives, such as 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 
purchase electricity based on the 
economics of the transmission path 
and the cost of power. 

Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive does not operate a power plant. 
We purchase power from Prairie 
Power, Inc. and distribute it to your 
home. Prairie Power, Inc. provides 
this power through a coal-fired 
power plant in Pearl, Illinois (pic¬ 
tured upper left), a natural gas-fired 
plant in Alsey, Illinois, and a large 
share purchased from the grid. 

Although we pay Prairie Power, 
Inc. for your electricity, the watts 
used by your lamp might have 
come from any of the power plants 
releasing power into the grid. The 
demand for electricity and the 
supply on the grid must always 
match. 

The grid is the largest machine 
ever built by humans. At times, the 
grid struggles to meet the increasing 
demands of today’s digital world. 
Careful consideration is being put 
toward grid improvements. Each 
day, it becomes even more impor¬ 
tant to use energy efficiently. 

Now, the next time you make 
a pot of coffee, you’ll know a little 
more about “the grid” working be¬ 
hind the scenes. You’ll understand 
what makes that one cup of coffee 
possible. Consider how often you 
use electricity and take steps to use 
it more efficiently. The more aware 
you are of using energy, hopefully, 
the less likely you will be to take it 
for granted. 

Reprinted with permission from Laura Dotson, Adams 

Electric Cooperative. 

Distribution 
Transformer 

Your Coffee 
Maker 



Eastern lllini at the Iroquois County Fair 

Energy Efficiency tips and 
simple ways to lower utility 
bills were on prime display 
at the EIEC booth during the 
Iroquois County Fair. 

P2000, an exciting new 
insulation product, was 
featured at the EIEC display 
booth. Here, members 
learn about the impressive 
insulation and reflective value 
of the insulation. 

The Live Line Demo, 
operated by former 
EIEC lineman Kyle 
Finley, provided 
an exciting and 
educational look at 
electrical safety. 



^<SUAC... 

ITY 
SOLUTIONS® 

Does soft water affect the operation of a humidifier? 

Soft water provides for easier maintenance of 
a humidifier. When hard water is evaporated, 

the mineral residue consists of a hard scale, which 
normally requires some drastic treatment (such as 
chipping or acid) for its removal. When soft water 
is used, the residue is commonly called soft and can 
usually be removed by flushing the unit with water 
or going over the surface with a brush. 

A point to remember: Softening water does not 
reduce the total amount of minerals present; ion 
exchange softening merely converts the calcium 
and magnesium minerals to sodium minerals. The 
humidifier most common in homes has an open pan, 
a small tube connected to a water source, and float 
valve. When water evaporates, the float valve opens 
to permit make-up water to flow into the pan. Sooner 
or later this type of unit fills with minerals deposited 
by the inflowing water. 

Many humidifiers today automatically accomplish 
periodic flushing with fresh soft water to keep the 
mineral concentration down, and the unit operating 
satisfactorily. 

Note: A modification of the pan-type humidifier 
uses wicks to increase the surface of water exposed to 
the air, and thus increase the evaporation rate. The 
wicks in such humidifiers are particularly susceptible 

to clogging due to scale. When this occurs, the wicks 
must he replaced. When soft water is used, however, 
the mineral deposit can be re-dissolved by soaking 
the wicks in fresh, soft water. 

There is also another type of humidifier that physi¬ 
cally sprays a fine mist of water into the air. If minerals 
are present in the water, they settle out of the air as 
a fine powder. Depending on the mineral concentra¬ 
tion, the amount of water evaporated and the use of 
the humidified air, a wide variety of problems may he 
encountered. 

In homes, a few grains of minerals per gallon of 
water may be tolerated, but higher concentrations 
may lead to large quantities of fine dust throughout 
the home. Again, the severity of the problem depends 
upon the amount of water evaporated. In industries 
where the fine dust may act as an abrasive in machin¬ 
ery and equipment, the problem may be much more 
severe. Thus, the best water for such humidifiers is 
water, which is free of all dissolved minerals, such as 
de-mineralized water. 

For more information about water 
softening, or for your FREE water test, 

call AQUAlity Solutions 866'4WATER1. 

PLUG-IN CORD - 120 VOLTS 

I □ N 
STATE M ENT 
  .... ... 

To provide premium-quality, 
economically priced electricity 
and other related services to our 
members and communities. 

CniWECTl 
Discover North America's most innovative line o: heating solutions! 

Premium 
electric heaters 

to warm 
any cold room 

Say goodbye to 

**,an» pre*® 

# Chilly bathrooms 
#Cold bedrooms 
#Cold floors 
♦Noisy heaters 
♦ High heating costs 



See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 
for more information 
on Eastern mini 
Electric Cooperative 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further 
Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 

service to communities throughout 
Central Illinois! 

For more informatioo, 

call 1877) 658-3453 

www.eiec.coop 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 
Click, Click, Save! 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 
features to make your life simpler and 

to save you money. Visit the site today 
to pay your bill, discover money-saving 

energy efficiency tips, view EIEC 
publications and Board Reports, and learn 

about all of our products and services. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

iia 

m i MONTHLY 

Superior quality ■ competitive rates 
worry free long distance • local service 

800 Number - 6.9$ per minute 
No Contracts! No Hidden Fees! 

Just Plain & Simple! 

Packages stamng 
at $14.95 a month! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

}L\ 
conxxus^ 

It’s what conxxus to the world 
Formerly [TLLTI33SI 
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ILUM 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

INVITED 
. eo*etm"l Open HouSe 

this 
issue... 

[Message/rom the President  16b 

\Geothermal Open House 16c 

iFarrn Progress Show Recap... 16d-e 

iNeie Generator Promotion 16/ 

|T/ie AQUAlity Corner 16g 

Join us at the new Eagle Prairie Subdivision, in northwest 

Gifford, for your FREE lunch ticket to Comfort & Savings. 

Learn how you can save money on your utility bills!! Visit 

our energy efficiency displays, tour the nearly completed 

“Spec Home,” talk with experts on geothermal heating and 

cooling, see the amazing new insulation product P2000, 

plus other home building items - all while touring the new¬ 

est subdivision in Gifford, 111. The Spec Home is an Energy 

Star rated home, and is 20-30 percent more efficient than a 

standard home. 

A FREE LUNCH will be provided. 
Check page 16c for a map to the Open House! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • October 2007 

Saturday, October 13 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Gifford, III. 
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Message 

Cooperatives: Owned 
by Our Members, 
Committed to Our 

Communities. 

OCTOBER 
IS 

CO-OP 
MONTH 

October is National 
Co-op Month. As a 

member-owned electric 
cooperative, Eastern 
Illini is part of some¬ 
thing special. More 
than 40,000 coopera¬ 
tive businesses serve 
more than 1 20 million 
people nationwide. 

Electric cooperatives 
demonstrate every day their service motivation and the 
benefits of local ownership and accountability. At the 
top of the list is providing reliable electric power at the 
lowest possible cost. It also means helping you manage 
your electric bills through energy efficiency programs, 
being good stewards of the environment, and looking for 
workable solutions to address climate change. 

At a time of increas¬ 
ing national concern 
about the economy, 
especially rising en¬ 
ergy costs, we also must 
communicate the co¬ 
operative difference to 
decision makers at all 
levels whose actions 
affect our members 

and the communities 
in which they live and work. 

The cooperative difference defines who we are and 
what we can achieve: looking out for our members’ 
best interests. 

61 
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Saturday, October 13*9 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Gifford, 

fi3g] County Road 3000 N 

I Geothermal 
Open House 

Open House site 

■ Rantotal 

County Road; 

miles 

2 301 0 

■ Most efficient system for heating, 
cooling & domestic hot water 

■ High comfort level 
■ Easy to use 

■ Low maintenance 
■ Completely safe 

■ Superior humidity control 
■ No unsightly outdoor equipment 

Increased Property Value 
Environmentally Friendly 

Proven Track Record 
Qualifies far ElEC's Residential 

Electric Heat Rate & Guaranteed 
Heating and Cooling Bill Program 

You can heat and cool your home inexpensively, 
cleanly, efficiently, and safely with the incred- 

ihle geothermal system. It also provides domestic 
hot water and it’s good for the environment. 
Furthermore, there are no flames and no carbon 
monoxide. 

Warmth naturally stored within the soil is drawn 
into your home in the winter and the process is 
reversed to cool it in the summer. With a flick 
of a switch on the indoor thermostat, the system 
changes from a heating to a cooling mode. The 
system produces four times more energy than it 
uses, so you could save 40 to 70 percent or more 
on your monthly heating hills. 

By installing a geothermal system, you can con- 
trol your future energy costs and take advantage 
of Eastern Illini’s 4'Cent electric heat rate and 
guaranteed heating and cooling hill program. 

Low interest financing is also available for a 
geothermal system. 
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Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of Illinois at the 

^tone t|ei 
r^etatives 

2007 Farm Progress Show 

is 

Eastern mini's Bob Dickey, left, 
presents members with free gifts for 
presenting their Co-op Connections 
Card. The card offers discounts 
at hundreds of local and national 
businesses. 

The Touchstone 
Energy balloon was 
part of opening day 
at the Farm Progress 
Show again this year. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Afraid of falling implements, these young gals took Touchstone Energy hardhats and prepared 

to fight off farm boys with their finger-gun wielding leader. 

Tractor demonstrations are still a key part of 

the show each year. After all, despite all the fun 

everyone has, it is a Farm show! 



BRIGGS&STRATTON § Home Generator Systems 

Take Charge BEFORE 
The Power Goes Out! 

www. powernow. com 

We can’t control when Mother 
Nature will strike, but we can help 

you be prepared. 

Receive $500 off a 15,000 Watt 
automatic-start standby generator. 

Call us at 800-824-5102 
for more information. 

Eastern Illini 

Electric 

Cooperative 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS® 

How Does Lead Get Into My Drinking Water? 

Lead rarely occurs naturally in water. Lead con- 
tamination can enter a drinking water supply at 

any point in the water delivery system and through 
leaching from lead service connections, pipes, or lead 
solder in copper pipes in the home. Lead levels in 
drinking water may occur if: 
■ The public water system has lead pipes or lead 
service connections; or 
■ The home has lead pipes; or 
■ The home has copper pipes with lead solder. 

In all three examples, lead leaching is more likely if 
the house is less than five years old; or if water sits in 
the pipes for several hours; or if the water is naturally 
soft. Do not confuse naturally soft water with water 
treated by water softening equipment. They are not 
the same. Water softening neither causes nor cures 
corrosion. 

For more information about water 
softening, or for your FREE water test, 

call AQUAlity Solutions 866'4WATER1. 

that a good cup of coffee 
and a good conversation 

go hand in hand 

that laughter really 
is the best medicine 

that my electric cooperative is always looking out for me 

At Eastern Illini, our members mean the world to us. That’s why their safety, above all else, comes first. It’s 
why our power lines are placed as high as they are. To ensure they stay out of your way, and you, stay well 
out of harms way. The bottom line—don’t ever go near power lines. 

^ Eastern Illini 
JR Electric 
^ Cooperative 

A T»ik lisinnc KIHTLIV CiKipcniiiw 
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See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 
for more information 
on Eastern mini 

Electric Cooperative 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further 

For more information, 

call [8771658-3453 

www.eiec.coop 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 
Click, Click, Save! 

Superior quality* competitive rates 
worry free long distance* local service 

NO 
MONTHLY 

FEE 

800 Number - 6.90 per minute 
No Contracts! No Hidden Fees! 

Just Plain & Simple! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus r 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly IILLII 

Visit Eastern mini's Web site at 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 
features to make your life simpler and 

to save you money. Visit the site today 
to pay your hill, discover money-saving 

energy efficiency tips, view EIEC 
publications and Board Reports, and learn 

about all of our products and services. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a month! 

Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 
service to communities throughout 

Central Illinois! 
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You're Invited 
Geothermal Open House 

l0 3 P-*1- 

\Oa 

Home 

v ^cOVa’ 

1 nthis 
III issue... 

▼ 
Message from the President  ..16b 

Scholarship Information  .. 16c 

nsulation for the 21st Century 16d'e 

Change a Light Campaign  ...16f 

l^fkQUAlity Corner  .. I6g 

jpwmSobi 
I 

—:Mr-JL, ‘u y    

J oin us at the home of Donald on your utility bills!! Visit the 
Dallmier near Areola, 111., for Dallmier’s home and see their 

your FREE lunch ticket to Com- geothermal system in action. Plus, 
fort & Savings. check out Eastern Illini’s Mobile 

Learn how you can save money Energy Savings Display. 

^ A FREE LUNCH will be provided* ^ 
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New Energy 
Resources Debut Online 

Residential energy efficiency just 
got a little bit easier for members 

of Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, thanks to a new set of animated 
applications. Known collectively 
as “Touchstone Energy $avers,” the 
new applications identify quick and 
simple ways for co-op members to 
save on their energy bills. All of the 
new applications can be found at 
www. touchs toneenergysavers .com. 

In addition to the Light Bulb 
Energy Saver—an animated savings 
calculator that promotes the use of 
compact fluorescent light bulbs—the 
Touchstone Energy $avers Web site 
features a Kids Energy Zone, which 
teaches younger co-op members 
about electricity, saving energy, safety, 
renewable energy and more. The 
site contains stories, games, coloring 
books and links to Touchstone Energy 
resources. While the focus is on fun 
and games, the site provides kids with 
ways they can help their parents save 
money on their electric bills and cre¬ 

ate a more energy-efficient home. 
The site also includes a Virtual 

House Tour, which takes users through 
each room in a typical home, provid¬ 
ing tips along the way on simple ways 
to save energy. For example, a stop in 
the virtual home’s bedroom advises 
users to keep vents clear and 
clean, use Energy Star ap¬ 
pliances, turn off lights 
when possible and use 
compact fluorescent light bulbs 
The virtual home’s living room 
encourages users to use power 
strips as a central “turn-off” 
point for appliances, close 
drapes in the summer to 
help keep the house cool, 
and close the fireplace 
damper when not in use. 

The new Water Heater Energy 
Saver features a virtual battle between 
an electric and gas water heater. The 
victory of the energy-efficient electric 
water heater is an entertaining way to 
promote the overall benefits of using an 

electric water heater. The tool also links 
users to additional resources and tips for 
ensuring an electric water heater is as 
energy-efficient as possible. 

Higcy S0'*™ 

Touchstone Energy 

Covers 
Touchstone Energy Savers 

„U1 one-sto^or^chony^^'0^'1 
efficient non.e 

intcinn 

i- ,lli ll; b' 
TnuihU concsth 

and t 

i promt* 
Savers 

energy 3S35W*f0' 
Energy 

AS the co1- 
Consumer 
Energy cc 

zhstone 
infer gy 

Create i 
energy control yo» 

•rs IS a 
tsumer Touchstone 

rr.anageme 

Kids Zone 

Fun energy 
activities for 

kids. 

Home Energy Savin9S 

Learn ho* 10 V* lt 

T. 11 

lr*aUi iwssa 

Be More Efficient 

At ****1 

Touchstone Energy " 

Kids zone 

vs 
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Seven 2008 IEC Memorial 
Scholarships Available 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

President/CEO Dave Champion 

has announced that for the thirteenth 

consecutive year the Illinois electric 

cooperatives will award academic 

scholarships to high school seniors. 

Seven scholarships of $ 1,250 each 

will be awarded in 2008 to eligible 

high school seniors through the Il¬ 

linois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 

Memorial Scholarship Program. 

Four scholarships will be awarded 

to students who are the sons or daugh¬ 

ters of an Illinois electric cooperative 

member receiving service from the 

cooperative. A fifth scholarship, the 

Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholar¬ 

ship, will be awarded to a student 

who is the son or daughter of an 

Illinois electric cooperative em¬ 

ployee. The sixth and seventh 

scholarships are reserved 

for students enrolling 

full-time at a two 

year Illinois com 

munity college 

who are the 

sons or daughters 

of Illinois electric 

cooperative members, 

employees or directors. 

“We hope to assist electric 

cooperative youth while honor¬ 

ing past rural electric leaders with 

this scholarship,” says Champion. 

“Eastern Illini and the other Illinois 

electric cooperatives are always seek¬ 

ing ways to make a difference in our 

communities. One of the best ways 

we can do that is by helping our 

youth through programs like 

this one.” 

Candidates are 

judged on the basis 

of grade point av¬ 

erage, college en¬ 

trance exam scores, 

work and volunteer ex¬ 

perience, school and civic 

activities, and a short essay 

that demonstrates their knowl¬ 

edge of electric cooperatives. 

For more information contact us 

or ask your high school guidance 

counselor. 

Prepare Now for a Power Outage 
Your electric cooperative strives 

to keep your power on 24 hours a 

day. And we do what we can to ensure 

reliable power, but we can’t prevent 

winter ice and snow storms that can 

cause damage to our lines. 

We will work to get your power 

on as quickly as possible, but some¬ 

times that can take awhile. Follow 
the tips below to stay comfortable 

and safe during an extended outage. 

And remember, if you’re ever out of 

power, please call the cooperative and 

remain patient if you receive a busy 

signal due to a large number of calls. 

Prepare Now 
Keep the following on hand this 

winter to be sure you’re ready if a 

power outage occurs. 

• If you have a generator, make sure 

it is correctly hooked up with a trans¬ 

fer switch to avoid it sending power 

back through electric lines. 

• Flashlights or candles 

• Battery powered radio 

• Manual can opener and non-per¬ 

ishable foods that don’t need cooking 

(like canned fruit, peanut butter, 

crackers, cereal bars, etc.) 

• Keep charcoal or propane for 

your outdoor grill so you can prepare 

food outdoors. 

• Store extra water in jugs or even 
your bathtub if you know a storm is 

on the way. You can melt snow later 

if it’s a snow storm. You can use the 

water to flush your toilet by pouring 

the water into the tank. 

• Keep enough medications to last a 

few days. 

• Keep diapers, formula or other 

special items on hand if needed. 

• Keep your gas tank full and cash on 

hand in case you need to make trips 

to the store or for an emergency. 

• Make sure you have a corded 

phone, a cordless phone will not work 

when the power is out. Cell phones 

can’t be recharged unless you have an 

automobile charger. 

• If you have a wood stove, make sure 

you have wood available. If not, keep 

extra blankets easily accessible. 

• Know what to do if your pipes be¬ 

gin to freeze, ask your plumber now. 

• If you or a family member rely 

on life support equipment, have a 

generator or know where you will go 
in case of an outage. 

During the Outage 
• Turn off all your appliances. When 

power is restored, turn on appliances 

one at a time. Leave one light on to 

tell you when power comes back on. 

• Leave your refrigerator or freezer 

closed. 

Stay Safe 
Never, ever, touch downed power 

lines on your property. They may be 

energized even if you are without 

power. Call your co-op immediately 

if you see any hazardous conditions. 
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P2000 Insulation Developed 
for the 21st Century 

The primary purpose of insula' 
tion is to stop heat transfer. 

Most insulation is designed to stop 
conductive and convective heat 
transfer. Some insulation also stops 
radiant heat transfer. When moisture, 
condensation and air infiltration are 
added to the mix, the insulation ef¬ 
fectiveness can be seriously compro¬ 
mised. Proper installation is critical 
to performance. 

Even proper installation does not 
guarantee the elimination of heat 
transfer. A typical 8’ x 18’ wall with 
a door and standard size window has 
only 58 percent of the wall covered 
in insulation. (See graphic) If you 
were to take a thermal image of a wall 

from the outside during a cold winter 
night, you would see heat escaping 
through every wall stud, window and 
door frame. In almost every case you 
would see the heat ducts located on 
the outside wall and heat loss at the 
foundation and eave locations. (See 
thermal image.) 

If you could wrap your home in 
insulation, you would be able to stop 
most of the heat loss coming through 
the wall studs and around the door 
and window frames. P2000 when 
properly installed behind siding or 
brick will stop most of the heat loss 
coming through the wall studs and 
around the door and window frames. 
P2000 was developed in Canada 

j* 18’ 

2’ 10” 10’ 6” 

Wood Framing 

16% R-3 
Insulation 

58% R-13 

over 12 years ago. (See image of wall 
installation.) 

Other applications 
for P2000 include: 

• Basement walls 
• Crawl spaces 
• Metal Buildings 
• Attics 
• Under concrete floors 
• Under roofing 

Ns. 

>11= 

:% A ■ 

..... . ?■,. 

Windows & Doors 

26% R-3 

Above: Technicians 
install P2000 on the 
outside of a home. 

At left: Only 58% of 
your insulated wall is 
actually insulated. 
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Upper right: An infrared 
camera clearly shows the 
warmer (lighter colored) 
wall stud lines. 

Lower right: P2000 installs 
quickly and easily in all 
sections of your home. 
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P2000 is easy to install, environmen¬ 
tally friendly, toxic free, mold and 
mildew free, never degrades, moisture 
proof, paintable, vapor break, thermal 
break and radiant blocker. It has a 
20-year warranty. 

For more information on P2000 
contact the Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative marketing department 
at 800-824-5102 or visit the P2000 
Web site www.p2insulation.com. 



ENERGYSTAR 

one ENERGY STAR light at a time. 

Take the ENERGY STAR Change a Light Pledge and join Americans nationwide 

in the fight against global warming. Go to energystar.gov to learn more. 
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AQUALITY 
S O L U T IONS. 

Is Your Water 
How water is classified and why it matters 
Softening hard water can add up 

to savings for you. The Benjamin 
Franklin Hotel in Philadelphia found 
that reducing their water’s hardness 
by 4-8 gpg (see below for numbers) 
enabled them to double the life of 
their linens, drop their soap consump¬ 
tion, decrease washing times, and 
decrease boiler downtimes. You too 
could save money on your laundry 
costs while having whiter whites. 
You could also have less clogging off 
showerheads, dishwashers and other 
water fixtures, and more. 

Most accepted water classifica¬ 
tions are based on that of the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS). The 
classifications are judged by grains per 
gallon of water (gpg). 

Where does your water fall? Soft: 
0-3.5 gpg; Moderate: 3.5-7.0 gpg; 
Hard: 7.0-10.5 gpg; Very Hard: over 
10.5 gpg. 

AQUAlity Water can test your 
water’s hardness to tell you the hard¬ 
ness of it. The recognized standards of 
acceptable performance for household 
water softeners has been established 

at less than 1.0 gpg. AQUAlity Water 
meets those specifications. 

For more information 

about water softening, or 

for your FREE water test, 

call AQUAlity Solutions 

866'4WATER1. 

Show gratitude this Thanksgiving 

for the servicemen and women 

who will miss yet another holiday 

at home. Their sacrifice is what 

keeps this country the land of the 

free and home of the brave. 

Happy Thanksgiving from East¬ 

ern Illini Electric Cooperative* 
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e 9 See Page 9 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further 
Superior quality • competitive rates 

worry free long distance • local 

NO 
MONTHLY 

FEE 
800 Number - 6.90 per minute 
No Contracts! No Hidden Fees! 

Just Plain & Simple! 

per minute 

For more ioformatioo, 
call (8771658-3453 

www.eiec.coop 
Call (877) 455-4266 for 

more information or to sign-up today! 
Now offering: Customizable Spam 

Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

conxxus^ 
It’s what conxxus to the world 

Formerly Ili-ul 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 
Click, Click, Save! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.lcl.coop 

for more information 
on Eastern mini 
Electric Cooperative 

Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 
service to communities 

throughout Central Illinois! 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a month! 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 
features to make your life simpler and 

to save you money. Visit the site today 
to pay your bill, discover money-saving 

energy efficiency tips, view EIEC 
publications and Board Reports, and learn 

about all of our products and services. 



ELECTRIC NEWS 
IliHi 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.coop ; Energy* Cooperative ^ 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Eastern lllini Co-op 
Connections Card Program 
New Cards Inserted With This Issue 

Your NEWLY UPDATED Co-op 
Connections Card is ready to save 

you even more money! The card was 
placed in a colorful envelope inside the 
plastic wrapping of THIS ISSUE of the 

Your Co-op Savings ™d inside! 

this 
issue... 

Illinois Country Living Magazine. 
The free Co-op Connections Card 

saves you money at hundreds of local 
and national businesses - even at 
places where you already shop! 

Pharmacy benefit 
now included on card 

On the back of your Co-op Connec¬ 
tions Card, you will find informa¬ 
tion on our new prescription drug 
pharmacy benefit. Simply call 800- 
800-7616 or visit www.rxpricequotes. 
com/ to find a participating pharmacy 
in your area. 

Flash Vour Ca'op Connections 
Card and save. 

16b Message from the President 

16c New Power Plant Breaks Ground 

16d-e ....Scholarship & Trip Announcement 

16f Holiday Safety 

16g The AQUAlity Corner 

New national deals are now available just in 

time for Christmas: save money at the Sierra 

Trading Post, Vermont Teddy Bear, TIVO and 

KitchenAid - in addition to the many existing 
otters. Check www.connections.coop for the 

complete list of money-saving deals!! 
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Prairie State Energy Campus 
Advances to Full-Scale Construction 

Eastern Illini, through our power 

supplier Prairie Power Inc., recently 

broke ground for construction of the 

Prairie State Energy Campus. 

The Prairie State Energy Campus 

is a 1,600 megawatt supercritical 

coal-fueled power plant located near 

Lively Grove, 111. The Prairie State 

project will be supplied Illinois coal 

by an adjacent coal mine. Prairie 

Power Inc., one of the investors in the 

project, will receive 130 megawatts of 

the plant’s capacity. Eastern Illini will 

receive about 18 megawatts of that. 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

is one of 11 member distribution 

cooperatives of Prairie Power Inc., an 

electric generation and transmission 

cooperative located in Jacksonville, 

Ilk, who are participating in the Prai¬ 

rie State project. According to Robert 

Harbour, President/CEO of Prairie 

Power, “Our member cooperatives’ 

ownership share in Prairie State is part 

PRAIRIE STATE WILL BE AMONG 
THE CLEANEST COAL PLANTS IN AMERICA 

so, 

1 NO, 

U S. Clean Air Cleon Air Prarie 
Average Interstate Interstate State 
2006 Rule 2010 Rule 2015 Permit Level 

*N0X Reductions Mandated t>y 2009 

Source: EPA's Clean Air Markets database. Sept. 2007; Energy information 
Administration 20G4 Annual Energy Outlook; GE Energy. SEA Pacific. 

of our member cooperatives’ strategy 

to secure reliable, cost competitive elec¬ 

tric energy for the future. Prairie State 

promises to be one of the most reliable, 

environmentally friendly and economi¬ 

cal resources for electricity...today and 

into the future.” 

Prairie State will create more than 

500 permanent, skilled jobs and will 

inject nearly $125 million annually 

into the regional economy. It will be 

one of the largest construction projects 

in the United States. 

The project is expected to create 

2,300 jobs at the peak of development. 

Units 1 and 2 are expected to be on 

line in the 2011 to 2012 timeframe. 

Project ownership is fully sub¬ 

scribed, the necessary permits have 

been obtained, major equipment 

has been ordered and engineering, 

procurement and construction man¬ 

agement (EPCM) contractor Bechtel 

Power Corporation is commencing 

full-scale construction. 

Prairie State is being developed with 

21st century technologies, making it 

among the cleanest U.S. coal-fueled 

plants with emission rates that are 

approximately 80 percent lower than 

existing U.S. power plants. Even its 

carbon dioxide emission rate will be 

approximately 15 percent lower than 

the typical U.S. coal plant. 

According to Peabody President 

and Chief Executive Officer Gregory 

H. Boyce: “Prairie State is part of the 

largest build-out of clean coal plants 

the United States has seen in more 

than 25 years, at a time when capacity 

is becoming scarce. Energy security, 

M] 

economic growth and 

environmental solu¬ 

tions - the 3Es - are core 

to Prairie State’s model 

of reliable, clean gener¬ 

ation for families from 

Missouri to Virginia.” 

“The new Prairie 

State Energy Campus 

represents the future of 

clean-coal technology, 

and Illinois is proud 

to be leading the way,” 

US Congressman John 

Shimkus (Republican, 

Dist. 19) said. “This 

power plant is envi¬ 

ronmentally sound 

and will stimulate our 

state’s economy by pro¬ 

viding hundreds of new 

jobs.” 

“If we are to break 

our dependence on 

foreign sources of oil, 

we must capitalize on 

our domestic energy 

assets, and coal is our 

most abundant energy 

resource. This project 

will show that we can 

utilize Illinois coal, 

which is good for the 

environment and the 

said US Congressman Jerry Costello 

(Democrat, Dist. 12). 

Prairie State will deliver low-cost en¬ 

ergy to more than 1.7 million families 

through a partner group that includes 

American Municipal Power-Ohio 

(AMP-Ohio); Illinois Municipal Elec- 

. »• 

economy, 
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■ American Municipal Power-Ohio 

■ Illinois Municipal Electric Agency 

■ Indiana Municipal Power Agency 

■ Kentucky Municipal Power Agency 

■ Missouri Joint Municipal Electric Utility Commission 

■ Northern Illinois Municipal Power Agency 

■ Prairie Power, Inc. 

Si Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
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trie Agency (IMEA); Indiana Munici¬ 
pal Power Agency (IMPA); Kentucky 
Municipal Power Agency (KMPA); Mis¬ 
souri Joint Municipal Electric Utility 
Commission (MJMEUC); Northern 
Illinois Municipal Power Agency 
(NIMPA); Southern Illinois Power 

Cooperative (SIPC); Prairie Power, Inc. 
(PPI); and Peabody Energy. 

For a virtual tour of the power 
plant or to express interest as a job 
applicant or vendor, please visit 
www.PrairieStateEnergyCampus.com. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr, 
Presldent/CEO of Eastern 
lllini Electric Cooperative and 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Prairie Power, Inc., 
participated in the October 1 
groundbreaking. 

V   J 



Attention High School Seniors 
Apply for Eastern mini’s 

2008 “Youth to Washington” $1,000 Scholarships 

Two high school seniors will each 
receive a $1,000 scholarship and 

a weeklong all expenses paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. in June 2008. 

In addition to receiving the $1,000 
scholarships, the two students will 
attend Illinois Rural “Youth Day” in 
Springfield in April 2008 to see state 
government in action. (Around 200 
young people will be participating in 
this annual event.) 

Moreover, the scholarship winners 
will join more than 90 students from 
Illinois electric and telephone coop- 
eratives in Springfield in June where 
they will board tour buses and travel 
to Washington, D.C. They will tour 
the nation’s capital with more than 
1,000 students representing coopera¬ 
tives from across the nation. During 
the week in the nation’s capital, these 

students get an up-close, first-hand 
look at democracy in action. Students 
will learn how government works and 
why it is important for every citizen to 
get involved. 

The Youth to Washington Scholar¬ 

ship Committee will select the winners 
and the winners will be notified by 
April 2, 2008. 

For more information, contact Deb¬ 
bie Laird at 800-824-5102 or visit our 
Web site at www.eiec.coop. 

Official 
Rules: 

1. Applicants must be sons or daugh¬ 
ters of Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative members. (Immediate 
family members of employees and 
directors of Eastern Illini are not 
eligible.) 

2. Applicants must be high school 
seniors. 

3. Scholarships may be used for 
educational costs for an under¬ 
graduate course of study at an 
accredited two-year or four-year 

college or university, including 
vocational/technical schools. 

4. Scholarship winners will be ex¬ 
pected to be “full time” students 
(at least 12 hours) and submit 
evidence that they are enrolled as 
full time students before receiving 
the $1,000 disbursements. 

5. Scholarships must be used within 
12 months of high school gradua¬ 
tion and are for one year and are 
not renewable. 

6. Scholarships will be awarded 
based on grade point average, 
college entrance test scores, work 
and volunteer experience, partici¬ 
pation in school and community 
activities, biographical statement 
and knowledge of electric coop¬ 
eratives as demonstrated by a 
short essay. 

7. Applications must be received at 
the co-op by February 29, 2008. 

ILLiNOiS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
2008 “Youth to Washington”Scholarship Application 

Name  

Address  

Home Telephone Number ( )  Cell Phone Number ( )  

E-mail Address  Date of Birth  

Name of Parent or Guardian  

High School Attended Counselor’s Name  

H.S. Grade Point Average (100 Point Scale)  
(e.g. if your school uses a 4 point scale, multiply your GPA by 25; if your school uses a 5 point scale, multiply your GPA by 20.) 

Most Recent S.A.T. and/or A.C.T. Score 
S.A.T. A.C.T. 

Work and Volunteer Experience 
List positions held, for what time period, and whether volunteer or for pay. 

Participation in School and Community Activities 
List activities (both school and non-school) in which you have participated. 

Organization or Activity No. Years Offices Held 

Biosrayhical Statement 
Write a brief biographical statement that includes your educational goals, financial needs and other 
pertinent information about yourself that you feel is important. The biographical statement should 
be typewritten, double-spaced, and attached to the application. 

Knowledge of Electric Cooperatives 
Submit an essay of 500 words or less in your own words concerning the organization and services of 
Electric Cooperatives and your relationship or involvement in the activities and/or operations. The 
essay should be typewritten, double-spaced, and attached to the application. 

Statement of Applicant and Parent or Guardian 
We have examined this application, including accompanying submissions, and to the best of our 
knowledge and belief, it is true, correct and complete. 

Date: Signed: Signed:  
(Applicant) (Parent or Guardian) 

The deadline for receipt of completed applications and required submissions is February 29, 2008. 
Mail applications to: Deb Laird * EIEC * PO BOX 96 * Paxton, IL 60957 
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Operation Decoration 
Tips for Keeping the Home Safe 

This Holiday Season 

▼ National Fire Protection Asso¬ 
ciation (NFPA) statistics show 

that, on average, live and artificial 
Christmas trees are the ignition 
sources of 300 reported U.S. home 
structure fires each year resulting in 

14 fatalities, 21 injuries and $16.8 
million in property damage. 

“The last thing you want during 
the holidays is a blazing Christmas 
tree,” said Lorraine Carli, NFPAs 
Assistant Vice President of Commu¬ 
nications. “Following simple safety 
measures like making sure your tree 
is well watered, and keeping open 
flames, such as burning candles, away 
from the tree will help keep you and 
your home safe.” 

During this holiday season, Un¬ 
derwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) and 
the NFPA ofibr these additional safety 
tips for seasonal decorating: 

Christmas Trees 
• Regularly check your tree for fresh, 
green needles. Trees that have dried 
out over several weeks burn faster 
than fresher, well-watered trees. Re¬ 
member to keep your tree watered at 
all times. 
• Make sure your tree stand holds at 
least 1 gallon of water. As a general 
rule, stands should provide 1 quart 
of water per inch of trunk diameter. 
The average 6-foot tree has a 4-inch 
diameter trunk and can consume as 
much as 4 quarts or 1 gallon of water 
per day. 
• Keep your tree at least 3 feet from 
fireplaces, radiators, space heaters, 
heating vents and other sources of 
heat. Don’t place the tree where it 
blocks an exit. 

Lighting 
• Look for the UL Mark on light 
strings, electrical decorations and 

extension cords. The UL Mark means 
that UL engineers have tested repre¬ 
sentative samples of the product for 
foreseeable safety hazards such as fire 
and electric shock. 
• Ensure outside lights, decorations 
and extension cords are rated for 
outside use. Lights intended for in- 
door-only use bear green holographic 
UL Marks. Light strings intended 
for indoor and outdoor use bear red 
holographic UL Marks. 
• Carefully inspect each electrical 
decoration — new or old — before 
plugging it in. Cracked sockets, 
frayed, bare or loose wires can cause a 
serious electric shock or start a fire. 
• Don’t use staples or nails to hang 
light strings. Instead, purchase plastic 
hooks or clips designed for hanging 
light strings. 
• Check packaging to determine 
the maximum number of strings that 
may be connected or use this rule of 
thumb: Connect a maximum of three 
midget (push-in bulbs) light strings or 
up to 50 bulbs of light strings with the 
screw-in bulbs (C7s and C9s). 

• Don’t overload extension cords by 
plugging in too many decorations. 
• Turn off all electrical lights and 
decorations before leaving home or 
going to bed. 
• Read and follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions for electrical decora¬ 
tions. 

Candles 
• Keep candles away from combustible 
materials, such as decorations, paper, 
wreaths and boughs. 
• Place candles away from places that 
could be knocked over by a person or 
pet. 
• Use sturdy, non-combustible can- 
dleholders that can collect dripping 
wax and won’t tip over. 

For more holiday decorating tips re¬ 
garding tree fire prevention, electrical 
safety, ladder safety and candle safety, 
please log on to the Web at www. 
ul.com/newsroom or www.nfpa.org. 
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SOLUTIONS. 
Water Quality Answers 

Does soft water affect the 
operation of a humidifier? 

Soft water provides for easier 
maintenance of a humidifier. When 
hard water is evaporated, the mineral 
residue consists of a hard scale, which 
normally requires some drastic treat¬ 
ment (such as chipping or acid) for its 
removal. When soft water is used, the 
residue is commonly called soft and 
can usually be removed by flushing 
the unit with water or going over the 
surface with a brush. 

A point to remember: Soften¬ 
ing water does not reduce the total 
amount of minerals present; ion 
exchange softening merely converts 
the calcium and magnesium minerals 
to sodium minerals. The humidifier 
most common in homes has an open 
pan, a small tube connected to a water 
source, and float valve. When water 
evaporates, the float valve opens to 
permit make-up water to flow into 

the pan. Sooner or later this type of 
unit fills with minerals deposited by 
the inflowing water. 

For more information 

about water softening, or 

for your FREE water test, 

call AQUAlity Solutions 

866-4WATER1. 

Co-ops Together 
I have an amazing wife who’s always by my side 
two kids who always keep me on my toes a family 
that gives me endless strength an electric coop¬ 
erative that’s always looking out for my family. 

At Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, we get 
our strength from a family as well. It’s a family 
of more than 600 cooperatives—who all work 
together. And together, we have strength. We 
have a greater ability to provide a reliable source 
of electricity. We also have greater purchasing 
power, which enables us to keep costs in check. 
Together, we’ll always be looking out for you, 
your family and your community. 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 
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!Merry 
Christmas 

and [Happy 
[Holidays 
from 

everyone at 
Eastern 
lllini! 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

www.eiec.coop 

Eastern Illini's Web site is loaded with 
features to make your life simpler and to 

save you money. Visit the site today to pay 
your bill, discover money-saving energy 

efficiency tips, view EIEC publications and 
Board Reports, and learn about all of our 

products and services. 

Click, Click, Save! 

See Page 9 See Page 9 See Page 9 

for more information 
on Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 

Look no further 
Conxxus offers dial-up Internet 

service to communities 
throughout Central Illinois! 

Packages starting 
at $14.95 a month! 

Call (877) 455-4266 for 
more information or to sign-up today! 

Now offering: Customizable Spam 
Blocker, Pop-up Blocker 

y~i. 
conxxus r 

It’s what conxxus to the world 
Formerly lli-L.il 

330 W Ottawa Rd., Paxton 
(877) 455-4266 

www.conxxus.com 
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