
Western Illinois’ Own Bed end Breakfast Getaways 
The bacon may be good in southern Illinois, but you should taste the eggs, not to mention the cookies, muf¬ 

fins, and other tasty treats right here in Western Illinois. In the following articles, the WIEC News highlights 
our own bed and breakfast getaways on WIEC lines. These establishments bring in tourist dollars to the area 
economy. But don’t feel that you have to be a tourist to take advantage of these local gems. Next time you need 
to “get away from it all,” consider looking right in our own back yard. 

There are four bedrooms on the second 
floor all decorated in the Victorian style. The 
Marshall’s have named each bedroom after 
one of their daughters, having something in 
it that reflects their daughters’ occupations, 
such as children’s clothing for their daughter 
who was a textile major or medical instru¬ 
ments for their daughter who is a doctor. 
Three of the bedrooms share a large bath¬ 
room and the fourth bedroom has a private 
bath. 

On the third floor, there are two suites, 
named the Granddaughter and Grandson 
suites, which can accommodate a large 
family with its own bathroom located be¬ 
tween the rooms. (10528-55-1) 

Continued on 16b ► 

1850’s 

Guest 
House 

Bed & Breakfast 

owned by David 
and Patty Marshall 
operated by Patty 
Marshall 

■he Marshall’s 
opened this 

bed and breakfast, 
located on Highway 9 & 

96 between Niota and Dallas City, 
in 1999. However, the house was built in 
1850 and has been a constant in the area 
ever since. The home is full of history, 
both local lore and family keepsakes. It is 
even rumored that Abe Lincoln spent the 
night in the home. 

Visit our web site at www.wiec.net 
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WESTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL COOP, 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.0. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

\WEI_C O M E 

NEW MEMBERS 

Larry D. Allen, Hamilton 
Michael W. Dean, Morning Sun, 

Iowa 
Mark L. & Barb J. Finch, LaHarpe 
Eugene R. & Emelie K. Gamache, 

Oswego 
Kelly & Laura Greiner, Carthage 

Sharon K. Mocker, LaHarpe 
Lienne Meeks, Nauvoo 

John D. Moller & John D. Moller 
II, Quincy 

Jeffrey L. & Laurie Vancil, Stron- 
ghurst 

Linda K. Wilson, Niota 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing tour 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

◄ Continued from 16a 

Downstairs, there is the 
large, country-style dining 
room, named after their son, 
where the guests have their 
breakfast in the morning. Patty, 
who cooks the meals herself, 
says that the menu varies with 
the season. It can range any¬ 
where from homemade blue¬ 
berry pancakes or sausage 
and gravy, with fresh fruit, cof¬ 
fee, and juice. 

Guests tell Patty that they love 
the peaceful atmosphere with no 
TVs in the rooms. For a Valentine’s 
special, Patty is planning to of¬ 
fer guests a special package that 
would include dinner, a room, and 

breakfast the next morning. 
Her kids tell Patty that is she is 

over-accommodating to her guests. 
Patty says, “I think I treat them just 
like family!” 

Visit www.1850sguesthouse.com 
for more details. 

Cabin on the River 
owned by Relly & Lois Fowler 
managed by Patty Marshall 

This cabin overlooks the Missis¬ 
sippi River and has access to a 

sandy beach right on the river. This 
property, available in the summer 
months only, is great for families as 
it can sleep six or seven people. 

It has a new kitchen and bath, 

so families can make themselves 
at home in this cabin with country 
decor. 

For more information, contact 
Patty at www.1850sguesthouse. 
com. 

Cambre House 
owned by Relly & Lois Fowler 
managed by Patty Marshall 

The Cambre House has a farm 
house decor and is great for 

families. This property is also avail¬ 
able in the summer months, can 
sleep eight persons with four bed¬ 
rooms, one bath, and a full kitchen. 

Built in 1867 by Mr. Cambre, the 
farm house is listed on the Historic 

Register. It is believed that Mr. Cam¬ 
bre was part of the fledgling Icarian 
movement that was in the Nauvoo 
area at that time. 

For more information, contact 
Patty at www.1850sguesthouse. 
com. 

Washington essays are due at the 

February 15, 2006. 

For additional information, see your high school guidance counselor, 
call the WIEC office or go to the WIEC Web site at www.wiec.net. 
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Congratulations 
to David White 
of Carmen. He 
saw his map loca¬ 
tion in the WIEC 
News, called and 
received his $10 bill 
credit. 

Keep reading the 
WIEC News! If you 
see your map loca¬ 
tion hidden in an 
article, call our of¬ 
fice and you could 
win $10 too, just 
like David White. 

The Check is in the Mail 
This may seem like a tired old cli 

che, but we are hearing this 
more and more from our 
members. In the past few 
months, members tell us 
that they have mailed their 
payments, but instead of 
the payments arriving at 
our office in two or three 
days, they seem to take the scenic route, 
taking weeks to arrive or never making it 

paying your bills by enrolling in 
our Easy Pay program. This 
free program will automatical¬ 
ly pay your electric bill on the 
due date each month either 
using your bank account or a 
credit card with no effort on 
your part. We do the work for 
you. (9526-58) Just think 

- no more missing payments! 
To enroll, visit our Web site at www.wiec. 

Take the guess work and hassle out of net or call our office. 

energy. Guests have access to a microwave, 
coffee pot, and small stocked fridge. Greta 
always tries to add touches that are not found 
in a hotel, such as a plate of homemade cook¬ 
ies that waits for guests upon arrival. 

Breakfast can consist of either a continen¬ 
tal breakfast or a hearty country-style meal, 
depending on what the guest prefers. Greta 
explains that they let her know when they ar¬ 
rive which they would like for breakfast. 

There is a “Special Occasion” package 
available where fresh flowers, chocolate 
covered strawberries, and local wine can be 
waiting for guests; it could be ordered for Val¬ 
entines Day. Greta also can make reservations 
for dinner at one of the local restaurants. 

Visit www.sonoragardens.com for more 
information. 

It has been written that to be a successful 
bed and breakfast owner, one must be 

passionate about running their business. Be 
assured that Greta Wetzel is very passion¬ 
ate about her business and taking care of 
her guests. 

The Sonora Homestead Gardens bed 
and breakfast only holds one party at a time 
so the guests will get pampered, yet their 
privacy is respected. Greta comments that 
many guests don’t even realize that there is 
a family with two teenage children also liv¬ 
ing in the house. (5820-40) 

The Wilson home was originally built by 
Greta’s great grandparents in 1912 from 
a kit purchased from Sears. Later, Greta’s 
grandparents lived there, and then the Wet¬ 
zel family made their home there. Five years 
ago, Greta’s passion ignited and after much 
research, Sonora Gardens Homestead was 
born. 

Guests will have access to the front of 
the home, which includes one or two bed¬ 
rooms, a sitting room, and a dining room. 
There is also a cozy front porch for guests 
to soak in the country atmosphere and a 
large yard for children to run off any extra 
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Sonora Town Hall 
owned and operated by Greta Wilson 
Wetzel 

Built in 1880, this Town Hall’s first life 
was a meeting place for area residents 

to come and vote for the politician of their 
choice. In January 2003 the building’s next 
life began as it was moved to its current 
home. During the next year and a half, it was 
transformed from a town hall into a large 
guest house, complete with therapeutic 
whirlpool, DVD, satellite TV, and a wood 
stove. Greta says there is much local interest 
in the project as the neighbors are curious to 
see how the old building they knew became 
a modern bed and breakfast. (567-24-73) 

There is complete privacy in this getaway, 
making it a favorite for newlyweds, yet close 
enough to the Wetzel home in case any 

questions should arise. Ready for its first 
guests during the summer of 2005, this 
Americana inspired room has a queen bed 
with a pull out couch and rollaway beds 
available. Complete with geothermal heat¬ 
ing and cooling, it’s toasty warm in the 
winter and comfortably cool in the summer. 
Greta’s special touches are evident every¬ 
where with a well-stocked drink fridge, mi¬ 
crowave, and of course, Greta’s homemade 
cookies or muffins. A continental breakfast 
waits for the guests that they can eat at 
their leisure the next morning. 

Visit www.sonoragardens.com for more 
information. 

Barn of 1938 
owned by Bob and Barb Ziegler 
operated by Greta Wilson Wetzel 

For those who would like a total “farm 
experience,” the Barn of 1938 is the 

perfect answer. Located amongst the bean 
and corn fields, this barn has been trans¬ 
formed into a warm, charming place with 
all the comforts of home. 

The Barn is perfect for families traveling, 
as there is a full kitchen and laundry facili¬ 
ties on site. It has a private bedroom with 
a queen bed and a pull out couch and roll 
away beds, to make sure that everyone in 
the clan has a comfortable bed to sleep in. 

A continental breakfast is waiting for 
the guests when they arrive, complete with 
Greta’s homemade cookies or muffins. 

Visit www.sonoragardens.com for more 
information. 
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Dick Chockley Retires After 36 Yeers 
On November 30, Dick 

Chockley retired from 
Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, as the area ser¬ 
viceman for Henderson 
County. He retired from 
being on call 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 
He retired from main¬ 
taining the overhead 
and underground 
lines in the area. He 
retired from taking 
care of “his people” 
as he liked to call the 
Henderson County 
members. 

In 1969, 
Dick began his 
career at WIEC 
as a groundman. 
In 1975, he and his family moved to 
Stronghurst to serve Henderson County 
as the WIEC area serviceman and there 
he stayed for the next 29 years. His duties 
included checking meter readings for 
accuracy, connecting (10528-55-1) and 
disconnecting services, collection trips, 
security light maintenance, tree trimming, 
brush spraying and taking care of outages. 
He also assisted the line crew on any 
construction of line that was built in his 
area. All poles, conductors and equipment 
were his responsibility to keep in working 
order. As part of the duties, Dick was also 
required to be on call day and night, week¬ 
ends and holidays just in case there was 
an outage and he had to restore power. 

Chockley lists the 1996 tornado 
near Dallas City as the outage he 

remembers the most. “When I came up to 
the area, all you could see was a half mile 
of nothing,” Dick remembers. The 1996 
tornado was indeed one for the books. The 
damage done by that tornado interrupted 
power to 400 WIEC members, destroyed 
4-5 miles of distribution line and damaged 
60 poles. 

When asked what he will do with all his 
spare time, Dick replies, “Whatever I want!” 
He hopes to do a little bit of traveling in the 
spring with his wife Sharon. They have two 
children, Eric Chockley and Shade Harden. 
They also have five grandsons who live 
close by. 

We wish Dick the best in “doing whatever 
he wants.” 

Call toll free (800) 576-3125 
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Director Nomination and Election Process 

The 2006 WIEC Annual Meeting will 

be Thursday, June 29 at the Hancock 

Co. Extension Center. 

WESTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL COOP. 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

In accordance with Article IV, 
Section 4, of your cooperative’s 

by-laws, a nominating committee 
must be appointed between 30 and 
120 days prior to the Annual Meeting 
of Members (June 29, 2006). 

Directors shall be elected by and 
from the membership by ballot and 
shall serve for a term of three years, 
or until their successors shall have 
been elected and qualified. The terms 
of directors from Districts 1, 2 and 3 
will expire this year. 

District No. 1, currently rep¬ 
resented by Haven D. Vaughn, is all 
of the cooperative’s service area in 
Henderson County, Illinois. 

District No. 2, currently rep¬ 
resented by William R. Newton, is 
Appanoose, Montebello and Sonora 
Townships in Hancock County, 
Illinois. 

District No. 3, currently rep¬ 
resented by Jay D. Morrison, is 
LaHarpe, Durham, Rock Creek, 

| Pontoosuc and Dallas Townships 
in Hancock County, Illinois, and 
the cooperative’s service area 

! in Blandinsville Township in 
McDonough County, Illinois. (5820- 
40) 

The nominating committee must 
post a list of nominations at the 
cooperative office at least 20 days 
before the annual meeting. Any 
15 cooperative members may act 
together and nominate another mem¬ 
ber by petition. These nominations 
will be posted with those made 

t by the nominating committee. 
Nominations made by petition at least 
10 days before the annual meeting 
will be included on the official ballot. 
Later nominations by petition shall be 
treated as nominations from the floor. 
The chairman shall call for additional 
nominations from the floor. No mem¬ 
ber may nominate more than one 

: candidate. 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
(217) 357-3125 • (800) 576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — President, 

Carthage 
i Jay Morrison — Vice President, Niota 
i Janet Spory — Secretary/Treasurer, 

Sutter 
i William R. Newton — Assistant 

Secretary/Treasurer, Burnside 
i Dave Biery — Director, Carthage 
i Briscoe N. Menke — Director, 

Carthage 
i Haven Vaughn — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
i Paul Dion — Manager 
■ Tommie Long — Manager of 

Operations 
■ Becky Dickinson — Office 

Manager  
MAP LOCATION CONTEBT 

Every month we are printing four member's 
map location numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location number call the 
WIEC office by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and we will give 
you a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News. 

Myths About Thermostats Your home’s thermostat controls 
how long your heating or cooling 

system operates. You can save 
energy and money by learning how 
this simple device operates. 

One common myth is that the 
higher you set your thermostat when 
you return home, the faster your 
furnace will heat up your house. This 
isn’t true since most furnaces deliver 
heat at the same rate no matter how 
high the thermostat is set. So just set 
your thermostat at the temperature 
you’d like, and your furnace will heat 
your home as fast as it can. 

Another myth regards the 
efficiency of setting your thermostat 
down when you don’t need heating 
or cooling, such as at night or when 
no one is home. This myth states 
that a furnace works harder than 
normal to heat your home back to 
a comfortable temperature after 
the thermostat has been set back, 
resulting in little or no savings. This 
is not true, as has been proven 
by years of research and field 
observations. The longer your house 

stays at a reduced temperature 
[ when heating-or at an increased 
; temperature when cooling-the more 

energy and money you’ll save. 
(567-24-73) 

This is because your heating or 
cooling cost depends mostly on 
the temperature difference between 
indoors and outdoors. When you 
adjust your thermostat down in the 
winter-or up in the summer-you 
simply reduce this temperature 
difference. If you set your tem¬ 
perature back 10 to 15 degrees for 8 
hours while you’re asleep or at work, 
your energy savings can be 5 to 15 
percent on your energy bill. 

By the way, you can install a set¬ 
back thermostat that automatically 
adjusts your home’s temperature at 
pre-set times. But you can achieve the 
same savings if you faithfully remem¬ 
ber to change your thermostat when¬ 
ever you leave home or go to bed. 

Source: John Krigger, a nationally 
recognized author of numerous 
energy efficiency books. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



To decrease the risk of burn or electrical shock for 
small children: 
A Keep small appliances out of reach. 
B Avoid using extension cords when 

children are present. 
C All of the above. 

To use extension cords safely in your home: 
A Replace worn extension cords with 

new ones. 
B Run cords through and around doors and 

windows, so you won’t trip on them. 
C Duct tape them to the floor. 

(T) When you need to use a three-pronged plug and you 
have only a two-pronged extension cord, you should: 
A Break off the third prong. 
B Use the appliance with one prong 

exposed, keeping your hands dry. 
C Avoid using the appliance until you can 

buy an appropriate extension cord. 

If you damage an electrical appliance, you should: 
A Assume it’s safe, as long as no electrical 

parts are exposed. 
B Have it checked by a qualified service center. 
C Duct-tape over any exposed electrical parts. 

If an electrical appliance falls into the water, the first 
thing to do is: 
A Unplug it, then take it to a service center. 
B Call 911, then take it to a service center. 
C Take it out quickly, and take it to a 

service center. 

£) When buying an extension cord: 
A Get one at least 25 feet long. 
B Make sure it has three prongs. 
C Choose one based on how it will be used. 

If your electrical outlet is hot to the touch: 
A Increase the size of the fuse. 
B Unplug all appliances and have the wire 

checked as soon as possible. 
C Wrap it with duct tape. 

B Use a 60-watt bulb. 
C Check with the manufacturer. 

The UL Mark on a product means: 
A The product will perform to your 

expectations. 
B The safety of a sample of the product 

has been evaluated by UL. 
C The government has tested and 

approved the product. 

<D A simple, effective way to protect yourself from serious 
shock hazards is to use: 
A Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). 
B Rubber gloves. 
C Circuit breakers. 

ANSWERS: 
1) C: All of the above. 
These practices will all help decrease the risk of injury to small children. Children 
may see cords as toys and play with them in ways that adults would never 
imagine. 

2) A: Replace worn extension cords with new ones. 
Hiding cords or running them around doors and windows can present a serious fire 

hazard; it is safer to have a qualified electrician install outlets where you need them. 

3) A: Unplug it, then take it to a service center. 
When an electrical appliance falls into the water, first unplug it. Then, take it to a service 
center to make sure there is no damage that could cause injury. 

4) C: Choose one based on how it will be used. 
Many cords are listed by UL according to their intended use. Some are listed for “general 
use," which means they can be used for virtually any purpose. Ask your local hardware store 
dealer for help. 

5) B: Unplug all appliances and have the wire checked as soon as possible. 
If an electrical outlet becomes so hot that you can’t leave your hand on it, you need to consult 
an electrician. However, keep in mind, most outlets feel a little warm after use. 

6) C: Check with the manufacturer. 
Check to see if your manufacturer has specified which size bulb to use. All products Listed by 
UL are marked with wattage ratings. If no marking is available, do not use bulbs rated more 
than 60 watts. 

7) B: A representative sample of the product has been evaluated by Underwriters 
Laboratories for safety. 
The UL Mark tells you that representative samples of the product have met ULs rigorous 
requirements for safety. 

8) C: Avoid using the appliance until you can get an appropriate extension cord. 
Leaving the third prong of a plug open could expose you and your family to the threat of 
electric shock. 

9) B: Have it checked by a qualified service center before you use it again. 
Even if it functions normally, you should always have damaged appliances checked by a 

qualified service center. Be wary of older appliances, especially if you are not familiar with 
their history. 

10) A: Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). 
These devices monitor the current flowing into and out of a product. If the product is receiving 
more electricity than it is giving back, the GFCI immediately cuts off the current. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2006 6 
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How Economical is Yonr Dishwasher? 
by John Krigger 

Most of the energy 
used by dish¬ 

washers is actually 
the energy required for 
heating the water they 
consume. So the most 
efficient dishwashers 
use less water to do the 
job. 

Most dishwashers 
available today use 
booster heaters to add 
heat to the water that is 
supplied by the water 
heater. This helps get 
your dishes cleaner, and 
it may kill more germs. 
But it also allows you to 
lower the temperature 
setting on your water 
heater. With this type of 
booster, you can lower 
your current water- 
heater water temperature 
to about 120° F and still 
have clean and (9526- 
58) sanitary dishes. 

Newer dishwashers also use significantly 
less water than hand washing - as much as 
one-half less. Like clothes washers, dish¬ 
washers conserve energy and water when 
using their low and medium cycles. Water 
usage varies from a low of 7 gallons, for the 
light wash, to a high of 14 gallons for the 
heavy-duty cycle. 

Many of the most efficient dishwashers 
incorporate soil-sensors to adjust water 
use depending on how dirty the dishes are 
in each load washed. An improved dish¬ 
washer test procedure, used to provide 
the information on the EnergyGuide labels, 
gives a more realistic estimate of the energy 
consumption of soil-sensing dishwasher 
models. Be sure to read the EnergyGuide 
labels whenever you buy a new dishwasher 
or other appliance. 

Recent studies have shown that most 
new dishwashers do a great job cleaning 
even the dirtiest dishes without pre-rinsing. 
In a recent study, dishwashers were 
compared to doing the job by hand. The 
dishwasher was more efficient and got the 
dishes cleaner than its human counterparts. 

John Krigger is a nationally recognized 
author of numerous energy efficiency 
books, including Surviving the Seasons, 
and Residential Energy: Cost Savings and 
Comfort for Existing Buildings. For more info, 
visit the Saturn Resource Management Web 
site www.srmi.biz. 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS 

John R. Derby, Burlington, IA 
Marty & Wendy Hall, Warsaw 

Pat & Ramona Hallman, Nauvoo 
Daniel Hogan, Niota 

Leslie & Ronald Ludington Sr., Stronghurst 
Phillip Powelson, Dallas City 

Noel Rowden, Niota 
Mamie Shaddox, Dallas City 

Jared & KaDee Shutwell, Carthage 
Michael M. Steinkruger, Hamilton 

Robert J. & Dana L. Toman, Nauvoo 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Office 
Closing 

It will take WIEC 
members a long 

time to break the 
habit of calling 
our office and 
asking for Jerry 
Payne. For years, 
he was the coop, 
electrician every¬ 
one knew and 
trusted. People felt 
like they could call 
Jerry and ask for 
advice on wiring 
problems, unruly 
water heaters or 
geothermal heat 
pumps. 

Jerry began his career by answer¬ 
ing a help-wanted advertisement 
in the paper. When Jerry first came 
to WIEC, the electrician was on call 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
just in case a member had a wiring 
or water heater problem. In 1980, 
Jerry’s on-call duties were shifted to 
aid the line crew restoring after-hour 
outages. He was on call about one 
week per month for the rest of his 
career. 

Many people will remember Jerry 
as one of the instructors of the “Elec¬ 
tricity School” co-sponsored by the 
Hancock Co. Cooperative Extension 
and WIEC. For many years the Hen¬ 
derson Co. 4-H held their (558-32) 
own electricity school. So in addition 
to the school in Carthage, Jerry had 

The Western 
Illinois Electrical 
Coop, office will 

be closed on 
April 14 in obser¬ 
vance of Good 

Friday. 

to travel to Stronghurst to conduct 
classes for the promising electricians 
there. Now the two schools have 
merged into one. Over the years, 
kids have made extension cords and 
pop can table lamps while learning 
and practicing wiring techniques. 

There are many tales that Jerry 
can share concerning outages and 
the weather that caused them. He 
reminisces, “After working all night to 
restore power during a snowstorm, 
we got stuck in 9” of wet snow.” And 
stuck they stayed. They waited five 
hours to be rescued when a March 
snowstorm hit the area. In January 
1982, it was 25 degrees below zero 
and all of the WIEC substations had 
lost their feed of electricity due to 
the extreme cold. Once the feed was 
restored, repair work could begin on 
WIEC lines to restore power to the 
members. 

Jerry also lists the 1995 Dallas 
City tornado as another one of the 
“big ones.” The 1995 tornado was 
indeed a big one. That tornado inter¬ 
rupted power to 400 WIEC members, 
destroyed 4 to 5 miles of distribution 
line and damaged 60 poles. 

Donna Payne, Jerry’s wife, admits 
that she has lots of ideas to keep 
Jerry busy during his retirement. Re¬ 
modeling their bathroom tops the list. 
They will both enjoy life without being 
on call and subject to middle of the 
night phone calls. 

Who knew what would happen 

Continued on 16d ► 

Please visit our website at www.wiec.net 
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Paul Dion 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS 

Coulter Farms, Hamilton 
Jodelle Eddington, La Harpe 
Jason S Graves, La Harpe 

Doug Hollenbert, West Point 
Michael & Stacey Kissinger, Hamilton 

Dan Markey, Plymouth 
Scott R Mudd, Carthage 

Kenneth Mulch Trust, Alton 
Dana and Tina L Patton, Niota 

Robin J Pujol, Nauvoo 
Audie L & Robin R Shipman, La Harpe 

Judith L Shotwell, Burlington, IA 
Robert L & Cathy A Thordsen, 

Burlington, IA 
Brent A Wilson, Blandinsville 

WESTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL COOP. 

A Tbuchsrone Energy Cooperativ 

524 North Madison I P.0. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
(217) 357-3125 

(800) 576-3125 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four member's map 

location numbers in the newsletter. If you find 

your map location number call the WIEC office by 

the 25th of the following month, tell us where it is 

and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on 

reading the WIEC News. 

^ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.iCl.C00p 

From the Manager It’s that time of year again 
where I like to talk to you 

about WIEC and our financial 
well being. Since you are a 
member/owner of Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, this is 
something you should know. 

I’m happy to report that 
last year was a good one for 
WIEC. We made margins in 
2005, so we are 
allocating back 
to our members 
their share of 
those margins, in 
the form of capi¬ 
tal credits. That’s 
one of the ways 
WIEC is different 
than the investor 
owned utilities. 

We inform our 
members of their 
share of the al¬ 
location by print¬ 
ing it right on the 
bottom left side of 
their April electric 
bill, which should be in the 
mail around April 7. By printing 
the allocation amount right on 
the bill, we reduce labor ex¬ 
penses, postage expense and 
printing costs. 

This is for your information 
only. You do not need to do 

anything, so please do not 
pay this allocation amount or 
subtract this amount from your 
bill. 

For members who have had 
their service disconnected 
during 2005 and no longer 
receive a bill, they will also 
receive a separate allocation 
notice in the mail in April. 

Capital credits 
are allocated 
every year, but 
not necessarily 
paid back every 
year. Typically, 
electric coop¬ 
eratives reinvest 
capital credits 
back into the 
business op¬ 
eration, which 
reduces the 
need for WIEC 
to borrow money 
and also reduces 
the amount paid 
by the coopera¬ 

tive in interest payments. 
Capital credits will be re¬ 

turned to the member when 
Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop.’s Board of Directors 
decides that the cooperative 
is strong enough financially to 
do so. 

r 
^ ’m happy 

to report 
that last year 
was a good 

one for 
WIEC. 

Mark Kissinger - WIEC s Electrician 

Wjerry Payne, Mark 
Kissinger will become 
WIEC’s chief electrician. 
Mark joined WIEC in 1990, 
assisting in building and 
maintaining overhead and 
underground electric lines 
for many years. Three 
years ago, Mark joined 
Jerry, helping him install 
water heaters, run wire 
on the members’ side of 
meters and trench geo¬ 
thermal systems 

6I 



Want to be a Director? 
The nominating committee will 

soon be meeting to find quali¬ 
fied candidates for the WIEC 
board of directors. So, what are 
you doing on Thursday nights? 
Have you ever thought about 
becoming a WIEC director? 
Here are a few qualifications that 
are needed. 

Current WIEC Board of Directors 

What Directors Do: 
• Be accessible to people in 
their district. While it helps to 
be sympathetic to the needs of 
the members, the director must 
keep the best interest of the 
entire cooperative in mind; 
• Be able to attend most regu¬ 
lar board meetings and any spe¬ 
cial meetings that come up from 
time to time; 
• Be an independent thinker, 
but also a cooperator; 
• Be capable of acquiring the knowl¬ 
edge necessary to cope with the issues 
of a modern electric utility including 
finances, management and public 
issues; 
• Have the willingness to listen and 
learn; 
• Be one who can accept and direct 
change; 
• Be of sufficient stature to command 
the respect of management, employ¬ 
ees, fellow board members, cooperative 
members and the public; 
• Be willing to commit adequate time 
to the work of the board to be an effec¬ 
tive member and properly discharge the 

duties of the board; 
• Be willing to accept the unpleasant 
moments of a director’s experience; 
• Let management manage. 

What Directors Don’t Do: 
• The board does not oversee WIEC’s 
day-to-day operations. Directors estab¬ 
lish policies and point the cooperative 
in the direction they want employees to 
follow. The employees decide the best 
way to get the job done. 
• Directors aren’t required to be walk¬ 
ing encyclopedias about electric utilities 
when they are elected. But it is their job 
to become knowledgeable about issues 
facing Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
so they can make intelligent decisions. 

Nominating Committee Appointed 
WIEC’s board of directors recently 

appointed the following mem¬ 
bers to serve on the 2006 nominat¬ 
ing committee: District No. 1 - Alan 
White, Lomax and Steven J. Evans, 
Stronghurst; District No. 2 - Spen¬ 
cer Berry, Nauvoo and Lane Sinele, 
Niota; District No. 3 - Richard Doug¬ 
las, Burnside and Ned Woolverton, 
Niota; District No. 4 - Rodney Mc- 
Gaughey, Carthage; District No. 5 
- Mike Tracy, Carthage; District No. 
6 - Robert Menn, Plymouth; and 
District No. 7 - Max Roskamp, Sutter. 
(683-63) 

Two members are appointed from the 
districts whose board terms expire 
each year, with one being appointed 
from remaining districts. These 
members will nominate at least one 
member for a three-year term to rep¬ 
resent Districts 1,2 and 3. 

Haven Vaughn represents District 
1, William Newton represents District 
2 and Jay Morrison represents Dis¬ 
trict 3. 

The committee will have its organi¬ 
zational meeting on March 28 at 
7:00 p.m. at the cooperative office in 
Carthage. (6630-17) 
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Continued from 16a ► 

when Jerry answered that ad in 1974? 
The result was 32 years of crawling 
around countless attics, basements 
and crawl spaces installing probably 
thousands of water heaters, miles of 
electric wiring and trenching for more 
than 200 geothermal systems. When 

Jerry was asked for his parting com¬ 
ments to his coworkers at WIEC, he 
simply stated, “So long, fellas!” 

So long, Jerry. We wish you the 
very best in your retirement. 

Capital Credits Questions and Answers 
What are capital credits? 

Because Western Illinois Electrical Coop, is a 
cooperative, owned by its members, it does not 
technically earn profits. Instead, any monies left 
over after the bills of the cooperative are paid 
are considered “margins.” These margins repre¬ 
sent an interest-free loan of operating capital by 
the membership to the cooperative. This capital 
allows WIEC to finance operations with the intent 
that this capital will be repaid to the members in 
later years. 

What’s the difference between allocated and 
retired capital credits? 

Allocated capital credits appear as an entry on 
the permanent financial records of the associa¬ 
tion and reflect your equity or ownership in West¬ 
ern Illinois Electrical Coop. When capital credits 
are retired, a check is issued to you and your 
equity in the association is reduced. 

How often will I receive an allocation notice? 
You should receive an allocation notice an¬ 

nually. For active members, this appears on the 
bottom left side of your bill card, usually in April. 
For inactive members, a separate notice is sent 
about the same time. 

What do I have to do to start accumulating 
capital credits? 

Capital credits are calculated automatically for 
everyone who purchased electricity during a year 
in which the utility earned margins. 

No special action is required to start a capital 
credits account. Your signed membership with 
WIEC activates your right to earn capital credits. 

How are capital credits calculated? 
The amount of capital credits you earn in a 

given year is based upon the amount of electric¬ 
ity you purchased. The more electric service you 
buy, the greater your capital credit account — al¬ 
though the percentage will remain the same. The 
sum of your monthly bills (less any taxes, penal¬ 
ties, equipment rental or ERC loans) for a year 
is multiplied by a percentage to determine your 
capital credit allocation. 
Do I have to be a customer for an entire year 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

to earn capital credits? 
No. Capital credits are calculated based upon 

a member’s monthly bills. If you are billed for 
service for even one month, you will accumulate 
some capital credits if WIEC earned (10532-83) 
margins in that year. 

Can I use the capital credits I have allocated 
to pay my electric bill? 

No. Allocated capital credits may not be used 
to pay current bills. Your electric bill is due now, 
whereas you may not receive your capital credits 
until later. 

What happens to the capital credits of a 
member who dies? 

The capital credits of a deceased member 
may be paid at a discount without waiting for a 
general retirement. 

However, these estate payments are not au¬ 
tomatic. A representative of the estate must re¬ 
quest the credits by contacting our office. Once 
the proper forms have been received, along with 
the estate’s letter of office or small estate affida¬ 
vit, the matter is taken before the WIEC Board of 
Directors for approval. If retirement is approved 
by the board, a check will be issued to the estate 
and the account closed. For more information 
about early retirement of capital credit, call our 
office or visit our Web site (www.wiec.net). 

Will I receive a capital credit check every 
year? 

Not necessarily. The board of directors must 
authorize a retirement before you receive a 
check. When considering a retirement, the board 
analyzes the financial health of the association 
and will not authorize a retirement if WIEC cannot 
afford it. 

What happens to my capital credits when I 
leave WIEC’s service area? 

Your capital credits remain on the books in 
your name and member number until they are 
retired. 

Because payments are made after credits are 
earned, please make sure that WIEC always has 
your current mailing address. 



Call toll free (800) 576-3125 
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Problems Facing Rural Health Care 
Memorial Hospital, along with Hancock County Nursing Home, are addressing these problems 
to suit the needs of the community 

Continued on 16b ► 
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and support staff pride themselves in di¬ 
agnosing problems quickly and accurately 
while giving excellent primary health care. 

FACT: Only about 10 percent of 
physicians practice in rural America 
despite the fact that nearly 25 percent 
of the population lives in these areas. 

Memorial Hospital has found a way to 
recruit and retain doctors and support staff 
through a program they call “Grow Our 
Own.” They identify medical students that 
have an interest in serving in a rural com¬ 
munity and support their education with 
scholarships. This program works both 
with students who have never been to Han¬ 
cock County or those who have grown up 
in the area and want to return to their roots. 

In turn for the scholarships, the student 
must come back to Memorial and work for 
an allotted time period. This has worked 
well for support staff and is a program that 
will expand. Once students begin working 
at the hospital, they usually realize they like 
the small town life and stay. 

Ada says, “The cream of the crop 
comes to the rural areas.” Medical staff of¬ 
ten don’t have a specialist close by to rely 
on for a diagnosis, so they learn to think 
for themselves. Also, due to the close-knit 
community, the medical staff sees their 
patients outside of the office and personal 
relationships are formed. 

According to the National Rural Health 
Association’s Web site (www.nrharural. : 

org), rural residents have a more difficult 
time receiving health care than their city 
cousins. Memorial Hospital of Carthage is 
working hard to alleviate these difficulties, 
while continuing to give quality healthcare 
to the residents of Hancock County and 
surrounding areas. (7529-39) 

Memorial Hospital, According to Ada Bair, Memorial Hospi- 
Carthage, IL y an(j Hancock County Nursing Home CEO 

and WIEC member, Memorial is a 25-bed 
critical care hospital located in Carthage. 
They provide triage and diagnostic servic¬ 
es, and if necessary, can send the patient 
to a medical specialist or other hospital for 
more specialized care. Memorial’s doctors 
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WESTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL COOP, 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.0. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

Memorial CEO Ada Bair chats with 
WIEC member and Hancock Co. Nurs¬ 
ing Home resident Martin Wetterich. 

► Continued from 16a 

FACT: Anywhere from 57 to 

90 percent of first responders in 

rural areas are volunteers. Also, 

the national average for response 

times from motor vehicle accident 

to EMS arrival in rural areas is 18 

minutes, or eight minutes greater 

than in urban areas. 

Although currently better than 
the national average, with an aver¬ 
age response time of 15 minutes or 
less, Memorial Hospital has the only 
ambulances in the county that are 
staffed by paid EMTs or paramedics. 

Currently, there are three volun¬ 
teer ambulance services, Warsaw, 
Tri-Village and LaHarpe, staffed by 
EMTs. Unfortunately, these three 
volunteer ambulance services are 
often out of service due to a lack of 
volunteers. In many instances, local 
volunteers who are first responders 
can get to accidents quicker, admin¬ 
ister emergency care faster and get 
the patient stabilized sooner. 

“These first responders are the 
backbone to any emergency system,” 
reveals Bair. The Hancock County 
Board is currently looking into hav¬ 
ing a paid EMS (emergency service) 
coordinator to help improve recruit¬ 
ment of volunteers and coordinate all 
emergency services. The result would 
be better coverage throughout the 
area and faster response time, which 
means accident victims would receive 
treatment faster. 

FACT: Medical payment to rural 
hospitals and physicians are dra¬ 
matically less than those to their 
urban counterparts for equivalent 
services. This correlates closely 
with the fact that more than 470 
rural hospitals have closed in the 
past 25 years. 

Seeing the trend of many rural 
hospitals closing their doors, Me¬ 
morial Hospital became a critical 
access hospital in 2000. By becom- 

: ing a critical access hospital, the 
hospital is reimbursed by Medicare 
on what is actually spent to care for 
the patient, not reimbursed based on 
a national average, which usually is 
far below the actual cost. 

| FACT: There are 60 dentists 

per 100,000 persons in urban 

areas versus 40 per 100,000 

in rural areas. 

The Hancock County Health De¬ 
partment will become the site for a 
dental clinic they hope to open this 
summer. This would be staffed by 
dentists and hygienists to provide 
excellent dental care to all, includ¬ 
ing those Medicaid patients who 
are sometimes left out. This clinic 
started with a grant Memorial Hos¬ 
pital received, and a collaboration 
between the hospital, health depart¬ 
ment and mental health services. It 

I is Ada’s hope that it will become a 
training site for dental professionals. 

FACT: Twenty percent of 

non-metropolitan counties lack 

mental health services versus 5 

percent of metropolitan counties. 

Plans are underway for a struc¬ 
tured outpatient geropsych service 
at Midwest Family Medical Care, 
one of Memorial’s satellite clinics. It 
should be open by May. This service 

j is targeted at seniors that may be 
experiencing depression or demen- 

| tia due to loss of loved ones, loss 
; of independence or other factors. 
; Medication management assistance 
: will be offered, support groups will 

be scheduled and even transporta- 
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tion to the clinic will be provided for 
those who require it. 

An additional service Memorial 
and the Nursing Home are adding 
is a 20 unit assisted living center 
to open in 2008. This will provide 
individual apartments for each resi¬ 
dent, while having a caretaker in the 
building at all times to provide meals, 
housekeeping services and medi¬ 
cine assistance. This will provide 
residents with some independence 
while keeping assistance close by, just in case. 

FACT: Rural residents have to travel greater 

distances for health care. 

To help ease the problems living in remote areas can 
bring, Memorial offers many services that residents used to 
have to leave the area to receive. Some of the services Me¬ 
morial Hospital provides are: a sleep lab, diagnostic testing 

such as CT’s, MRIs and state 
of-the-art scopes, chemotherapy, 
nutritional counseling, cardiac 
rehab, respite care and swing bed 
care. Their Women and Family 
Clinic offers obstetric, gynecology 
and other women’s health issues 
such as urinary incontinence. 

The Hancock County Nursing 
Home offers adult day care to 
give much needed relief to care¬ 
givers of the elderly or infirmed. 

There is a clinic in Bowen that serves the residents of 
southern Hancock County and northern Adams County. 

There are problems concerning health care issues that 
rural residents face that their urban cousins do not. How¬ 
ever, thanks to Memorial Hospital, through it’s relationships 
with other health care providers throughout the county, it’s 
getting easier to receive quality health care in a rural setting. 

Source: National Rural Health Association (www.nrharural.org) 

Vegetation Management Schedule 
We plan to have crews performing routine brush 

spraying beginning May 1,2006, in all or parts of 
the following townships: 

In Hancock County: 
St. Mary, Hancock, Carthage, Fountain Green, Pilot 
Grove, Rock Creek, La Harpe and Durham. 

In Henderson County: 
Terre Haute, Lomax, Media, Stronghurst, Carman and 
Gladstone. 

Vegetation management—including brush spray¬ 
ing—is an important aspect of WIEC’s goal of delivering 
power to you that is safe, reliable and environmentally 
responsible. In fact, our vegetation management pro¬ 
gram can help reduce outages caused by things such as 
branches falling on lines during storms, shrubbery inter¬ 
fering with voltage levels or weeds in right-of-way areas 
making access to equipment difficult. (682-5) 

Due to the advanced printing of this issue of the 
WIEC News, these plans are subject to change. If there 
are questions or concerns, please contact our office 
during normal business hours at (217) 357-3125 or 
(800) 576-3125. For more information concerning our 

vegetation management policy, check out our Web site 
at www.wiec.net under the program tab. 

Journeyman Lineman Scott Carle sprays brush 

before it becomes a problem. 

□ FFICE CLOSING 

In observance of Memorial Day, WIEC office will be close on May 29. 

As always, in case of power emergencies, call (217) 357-3125 or (800) 576-3125. Please wait and call 
for questions concerning billing, payment arrangements, or other non-emergency matters until normal 
business hours. 
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Attend the 2006 4-H Electricity School 
The 2006 4-H Electricity School is co¬ 

sponsored by the University of Illinois Ex¬ 
tension and Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Participants will be divided into groups 
depending on their wiring experience. WIEC 
Electrician Mark Kissinger (at left) will help 
beginning students learn basic wiring tech¬ 
niques and make an extension cord. He will 
also assist advanced students as they make 
trouble lights. (678-63) 

Who: Children age 8-18 who live in 
Hancock or Henderson County 

When: Friday, June 30 from 9:00 a.m. - 
10:30 a.m. 

Where: At the Hancock County Extension 
Office in Carthage 

To Register: Call the Hancock County Extension Office at (217) 357-2150 by 
June 12 to register. Cost is $10, payable at the door. 

• Farmers are often exposed to toxic gases. 

• Farmers and ranchers are often exposed to damaging ultraviolet rays from the sun. 

• Farmers are prone to an increased incidence of arthritis. 

• Farmers and ranchers are often exposed to damaging noises and sounds. 

• Farmers and ranchers are at risk for respiratory diseases. 

• Farmers, ranchers and farm workers may be exposed to hazardous agricultural 
chemicals. (766-7) 

Source: National Safety Council (www.nsc.org) 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Darin Bollin, Bowen 
Ron Bowlyou & Will Womack, Gladstone 

Teresa Carroll Trust, Carthage 
Catherine Carter, Stronghurst 

Central Iron & Metals, Hamilton 
Rick Crawford, Orlando, FL 

• www.icl.coop 

Doyle Custom, Inc., 
% Donald R. Doyle, Carthage 

Eldon Gallaher, Liberty 
Dustin J & Kathy K Nelson, Dallas City 

David A. Weaver II, Gladstone 
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See you at the Annual Meeting! 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

6. 

As a cooperative, Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop, strives to adhere to the seven 

basic principles observed by all coopera¬ 
tives. These principles are 
our corner posts of doing 
business. They dictate why 
we do the things we do. 

Interestingly, the seven 
core principles have their 
origins in the 1844 Indus¬ 
trial Revolution in England, 
and they include voluntary 
and open membership; 
democratic member con¬ 
trol; member’s economic 
participation; autonomy and 
independence; education, 

ooperatives 
are democratic 
organizations 

controlled by their 
members, who 

actively participate 
in setting policies 

and making 
decisions. 

training and information; cooperation among 
cooperatives; and concern for (7718-27) 
community. 

For the next few months, 
I’d like to discuss each princi¬ 
pal and how it applies to WIEC 
and to our members. This 
month’s topic is democratic 
control. 

Cooperatives are demo¬ 
cratic organizations controlled 
by their members, who actively 
participate in setting policies 
and making decisions. Men 
and women serving as elected 
representatives are account¬ 
able to the membership. Each 
member has equal voting 
rights (one member, one vote) 

regardless of how many meters they have 
or how much electricity they use. The an¬ 
nual meeting is a vivid reminder of that 
democratic control, as directors are elected 
by our members each year at this meeting. 
The candidates running for directors were 
nominated by a panel of WIEC members. 

I, along with the board of directors and 
employees, invite you to come to the annual 
meeting and use your vote to shape your 
cooperative. Five lucky members can win 
the grand prize of $100 and each registered 
member will receive a $10 bill credit on their 
July bill. You can have some ice cream, visit 
with your neighbors and friends and hope¬ 
fully learn more about your cooperative. 

From the 
Manager 

Paul M. Dion 

Manager 

Visit our Web site at www.wiec.net 
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524 North Madison I P.0. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

i William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Briscoe N. Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

The 2006 Nominating Committee are (seated) Steven J. Evans, Alan White, 
Robert Menn and Mike Tracy and (standing) Spencer Berry, Ned Woolverton 
Richard Douglas and Max Roskamp. 

Nominating Committee Meets 
Ten members of Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop, were appointed to 
the 2006 nominating committee. The 
committee met at the WIEC office 
on March 28 and April 10 to make 
nominations for directors. Three 
directors will be elected at the coop¬ 
erative’s annual meeting on June 29. 

Serving on the committee were 
- Alan W. White, Lomax; Steven J. 
Evans, Stronghurst; Spencer Berry, 
Nauvoo; Lane Sinele, Niota: Richard 
Douglas, Burnside: Ned Woolverton, 
Niota; Rodney McGaughey, Car¬ 
thage; Mike Tracy, Carthage; Robert 
Menn, Plymouth; and Max Roskamp, 
Sutter. 
The following were nominated for 
director positions: 

District 1 - Michael L. Ford 
RR 1 Box 63A 
Carman, IL 61425 

District 2- William R. Newton 
1210 E. County Rd 2300 
Burnside, IL 62330 

District 3 - Jay D. Morrison 
1724 E. County Rd 2500 
Niota, IL 62358 

The nominations have been post¬ 
ed at the Carthage office, as stipu¬ 
lated by the cooperative’s by-laws. 
Any nominations made by petition 
will be included on the official ballot 
if they are brought to the WIEC office 
at least 10 days before the meeting. 
(9521-42) Nominations may also 
be made from the floor at the annual 
meeting. 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Watch for the Annual Meeting 
Notice in your mailbox. 

It will contain the registration card, proxy card and 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

other important information. To save time, please 
bring the registration card to the annual meeting! 

Closing 
The WIEC office will close 
Friday, June 30 at noon. 



Dan Scheetz 

Brent Kassing 

Youth Day in Springfield Winners 
WIEC would like to announce 

the winners of the Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth 
Day. They were: Dan Scheetz, son 
of Randy and Rose Scheetz of Car¬ 
thage, and Brent Kassing, son of 
Chris Schone of Plymouth. 

Dan went to Springfield, III. on 
Wednesday, April 5, and had the op¬ 
portunity to view state government 
in action, tour the State Capitol, the 
Illinois Supreme Court and the Abra¬ 

ham Lincoln Presidential Museum. 
He met with Representative Rich 
Myers (shown above) and Senator 
John Sullivan about their roles in 
state government. Brent was unable 
to attend. 

The day was sponsored by the 
Illinois electric and telephone co-ops 
and is designed to introduce young 
rural leaders to state government. 

WIEC congratulates both winners. 

2DD6 “Youth to Washington” Tour Winner 
Dan Scheetz, son of Randy 

and Rose Scheetz of Carthage, 
has been named WIEC’s “Youth to 
Washington” Tour winner. At right, 
Board President Rob Gronewold 
congratulates Dan. A junior at Car¬ 
thage High School, Dan will visit 
Washington, D.C. with thousands 
of other high school students from 
all over the United States. He will 
tour historic sites, meet his state’s 
legislative leaders and get to know 
(9418-26) other high school stu¬ 
dents from across the country. Many 
participants refer to it as “a trip of a 
lifetime.” 

Congratulations Dan! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2006 
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Know if You Con Vote! 
The easiest way to determine who 

can vote a particular membership is 
to look at the label of the current issue 
of the WIEC News that you are read¬ 
ing. That will tell who can (or can’t) 
vote for the membership. Determining 
voting rights appears to be compli¬ 
cated, but for most of our members, 
it’s really not. Just remember these 
points: 

If there is only one name on the 
label, then only one person signed the 
membership application and only that 
person votes. 

Example: Bob Smith 
1830 E. County Rd 2300 
LaHarpe, IL 61450 
The membership belongs to Bob, 

who signed the membership ap¬ 
plication. A single membership can 
be made joint by simply filling out 
a form. Call our office for details or 
go to www.wiec.net to download the 
necessary form. 

If there are two names on the mail¬ 
ing label, then either may cast one 

vote for that membership. 
Example: Bob Smith 
Mary Smith 
872 Main St. 
Basco, IL 62313 
If the label does not show the 

current husband and wife s name, 
it may be because there has been a 
divorce or death and a subsequent 
remarriage. If the names are not cor¬ 
rect, please call our office and we can 
explain the process necessary to cor¬ 
rect them. (4923-33) 

If someone else’s name is on the 
top line sent in care of your name 
below, the membership belongs to 
whose name is on the top line. 

Example: Bob Smith 
% Roger Jones 
PO Box 171 
Strong hurst, IL 61480 
The membership belongs to Bob, 

so he votes for the membership, 
not Roger. 

If the first name on the label is an 
estate, the executor cannot vote for 
this membership. If the membership 
was a single membership, this mem¬ 
bership terminates upon the death of 
the member. It does not transfer. If the 
original membership was joint, the 
membership will be passed on to the 
surviving spouse. 

For corporate, partnership or other 
types of memberships, please contact 
our office and we can explain your 
particular situation to you. 

If you have any questions concern¬ 
ing your membership status, please 
call the office. We will be happy to an¬ 
swer your questions. We would much 
rather take care of potential problems 
before the night of annual meeting. 

Before the Meeting... 
Come to the WIEC Annual Meeting and you could 

take home one of these great prizes. 
Be sure to come in and look over the gift table in the lobby. 

Additional prizes are still coming in! 

Item Courtesy Of 
1 Year Household Membership/ Air Evac Lifeteam 
Renewal to Air Evac 

$25 Cash First State Bank 
of Western Illinois 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. with the meeting 
scheduled to begin at 7:30 p.m. Come early and 
get some ice cream, chips and a can of cold pop. 

As in past years, the Hancock County Health 
Department has agreed to come to our annual 
meeting and make available free blood pressure 
checks to our members. 

Before the Meeting 
Penny Roberts 
of Air Evac will 
be on hand to talk 
about their program with the 
members. Air Evac Lifeteam is an air ambulance 
service that provides rapid medical transport for 
small communities, such as those in Hancock 
and Henderson counties. They have also donated 
a one year household membership to Air Evac as 
an annual meeting prize. 

50’ Extension Cord 

1 Free Oil Change 

Leather Document Bag 

$25 Cash 

2 Sunday Buffets 

5 Qt. Crock Pot 

Back Pack Sprayer 

Heintz Electric Co. 

J & R Tire 

Marine Bank and Trust Co. 

Peters Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Plum Tree Restaurant 

Reed City Power Supply 
Co. 

UAP/Timberline 

Five grand prizes of 
$100 will be awarded! 

Everyone is a winner! 
Each member who attends will receive a $10 bill 

credit on their July bill. There will be pop, chips and 
\s> ice cream available for all attendees!  

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Long-Time WIEC Director Detires 

Call toll free (800) 576-3125 

P.O.Box 338 I Carthage, Illinois 62321 ■ www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

1985 that I would develop such a strong 
respect and admiration for this man.” 

For personal reasons, Haven has decid¬ 
ed not to seek re-election for a seat on the 
WIEC board. WIEC and its members would 
like to say thank you to Haven and his fam¬ 
ily for his contribution to Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

In closing, please know, Haven, you will 
be missed. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • July 2006 

Haven Vaughn has retired from the 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, board. 

He was elected to the Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop, board of directors 
in 1985. For those of you who 
were not members at the time, 
this was a period of discontent 
for the membership of WIEC. 
The price of electricity was high 
and tempers were short. WIEC’s 
participation in the Clinton Power 
Station was not going well and 
we were not making margins. 

During the 21 years since, 
WIEC has turned itself around. 

“There were a lot of factors that have gone 
into this turnaround, and a large part of it 
has been Haven,” says Paul M. Dion, WIEC 
Manager.” He has been a steady and calm¬ 
ing influence on the board.” During his ten¬ 
ure, the rate of electricity has been stable; 
in fact, it’s lower today than it was in 1985. 
For the past 18 years, Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop, has been making margins and 
sales have been increasing. 

Haven proudly represents Western Il¬ 
linois Electrical Coop, on the board of 
Soyland, WIEC’s power supplier and has 
attended countless other meetings on 
behalf of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
(3734-5) 

“During the years on the board and our 
traveling together, Haven and I have built 
a great friendship,” said Paul. “Little did I 
know that when he came on the board in 
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WESTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL COOP, 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.0. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
i Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

E William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

i Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Briscoe N. Menke — Director, 

Conamtulations 
Two Western Illinois Electrical 

Coop, members are $10 richer 
because they found their map loca¬ 
tion numbers hidden in the WIEC 
News. 
These eagle-eyed members are: 

John Norman, Carthage 
Joseph Stevenson, Burnside 
Each meter on our system has its 

own unique map location number. It 
helps us tremendously if members 
can give us their meter’s number 

during outages. Your map location 
number appears in the gray box in 
the lower left corner of your electric 
bill. 

There are four map locations 
numbers hidden in each month’s 
issue of the WIEC News. If you find 
your number, call our office and we’ll 
give you a $10 bill credit on your 
next bill. 

Remember, you can’t win if you 
don’t look! 

Life Doesn’t Have To Be A Roller Coaster Roller coasters are the most 
popular rides at the amusement 

parks. There is something exhilarat¬ 
ing about the extreme highs and 
lows, never knowing what to expect 
or what’s coming around the bend. 
Unfortunately, life can sometimes be 
like that. Fluctuating electric usage, 
due to summer heat or winter cold, 
can make us feel like we are back on 
that roller coaster. 

WIEC has a plan that can help 
even out the highs and lows of your 
electric usage. It’s called the Bud¬ 
get Payment plan. We can average 
your payments for the upcoming 
12 months, based on your last 12 

months usage. Your electric bills can 
be the same amount for 11 months, 
providing your usage remains con¬ 
sistent to the last 12 months. The 
12th payment is catch-up month, 
where the amount due is the actual 
balance remaining, or there is no 
payment due if there is a credit bal¬ 
ance. This credit can be rolled over 
and applied to next year. (10532-85) 

Our budget plan period begins 
soon. If you are interested in receiv¬ 
ing more information, or to enroll, 
please call our office or e-mail 
westelec@adams.net before July 
21 and we will be happy to mail it to 
you. 

Carthage 

i Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 

W EL L C CD EL 

NEW MEMBERS 

Q[Hl 
Tom & Melissa Cook, Carthage 
Jeff & Deb Bozarth, Carthage 
Geraldine Droste, Gladstone 

Andria LeMaster, Niota 
Mathew Nichols, Stronghurst 

ProAg Investors, LLC, Oakville, IA 
Derek L. Roberts, Basco 

Ronald E & Valerie L Tutwiler, Dallas City 

Brown III, George D. & Brenda J., Seneca 
Cortelyou, Larry & Theresa A., La Harpe 
Feikert, Leo Dale & Lori D, Blandinsville 

Hardisty, Vickie, Carthage 
Horton, Walter & Naomi, Basco 

Illinois Dept of Central Management, 
Springfield 

Kalins, Bradley, Naperville 
Leebold, Gary, Dallas City 

Nelson, Jean, Warsaw 
Mercer, Linda, Springfield 

Neiberhook Farms, Inc., Chapin 
Sargent, Chris, Elvaston 

Switzer, Donald L. & Linda J., Plymouth 
Wells, Otto & Paula, Jackson, Wyoming 

White, Tricia, Sutter 
Wixom, Jennifer, Sutter 

Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



The flag of the United States of America stands for 

many things: Justice, Independence, Freedom and 

Liberty, just to name a few. It’s not hard to understand 

why the flag is the symbol of our Independence Day and 

flown with respect from residences, businesses and cars all 

over the country. 

Every part of the flag, from the design to the colors 

the folding for ceremonies, has its own significance. 

Although there is no official stance on why Old Glory 

consists of the red, white and blue colors along with the stars 

and stripes, there are many myths. According to a legend 

on www.ushistory.org, George Washington thought the stars 

were taken from the sky, the red signifies British colors and 

the white stripes stand for the secession from Britain. Today 

it is more commonly known that the 13 stripes stand for the 

original 13 colonies and the 50 stars represent the people 

from 50 states defending our freedom. 

Although there is no record of what the colors on the 

flag stand for, the Congress of the Confederation chose the 

same colors for the Great Seal. Each color represents a core 

value and belief of the nation: red for valor and hardiness, 

white for purity and innocence and blue for vigilance, 

perseverance and justice. The flag’s colors have also come to 

stand for the same values. 

Draping the flag over a casket and folding it when 

the casket is laid to rest is showing deep respect for both the 

person and the flag. (4830-51) 

The 13 folds represent the original 13 colonies. The 

folded flag as a whole represents the cocked hat that General 

Washington and his men wore while fighting for our 

;edom. 

So the next time you see a flag waving in the breeze, 

remember that there’s a lot more to Old Glory than meets 

the eye. 

Every fold in the flag stands for 
something: 

^ 1 - Symbol of life. 
& 2 - Symbol of our belief in the eternal 

life. 
☆ 3 - To honor and remember the veteran 

who gave a portion of life for the defense 
of our country. 

^ 4 - Represents our weaker nature. We 
trust in God and turn to him in times of 
peace and war for His guidance. 

’tV 5 - Tribute to our country. 
6 - Symbol of our hearts. 

& 7 - Tribute to our Armed Forces. 
^ 8 - Tribute to the one who entered the 

valley of the shadow of death. 
9 - Tribute to womanhood. 

& 10 - Tribute to fathers. 
& 11 - Represents the lower portion of the 

seal of King David to Hebrew citizens and 
glorifies God. 

☆ 12 - Represents an emblem of eternity to 
Christian citizens and glorifies the Trinity. 

'fr 13 - After the 13th fold only the stars 
show. This reminds us of our national 
motto “In God We Trust.” 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 
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From the 
Manager 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

This Month s Cooperative Principle 
- Autonomy And Independence. 
Happy Independence Day! On July 4, 

1776, we claimed our independence 
from Great Britain and our democracy was 
born. Our founding fathers 
wanted to have a voice in 
the running of this country. 
They felt that King George, 
from far away Great Britain, 
didn’t have America’s best 
interests at heart. The King 
passed laws, raised taxes 
and sent militia to keep 
the colonists in line. We all 
remember hearing about 
the Boston Tea Party, Paul 
Revere’s midnight ride and 
the meeting of the Continen¬ 
tal Congress. In the end, the 
colonists rebelled against 
his rule and the United 
States of America was born. 

Although cooperatives did not have 
to wage a war for our existence as the 
colonists did, there are many parallels 
between the United States’ birth and birth 
of cooperatives. Cooperatives were born 
because the investor-owned utilities (lOUs) 
wanted to charge rural residents exorbitant 
prices for building lines to their homes and 
businesses. Most lOUs are publicly-traded 
corporations whose interests are (6816-1) 
governed by the amount of dividends they 

pay their stock holders. The farmers wanted 
and needed electricity at a fair price with the 
chance to have a voice in how their electric 

company was run. 
Co-ops are independent in nature, 
as they are controlled by their 
members. If they enter into agree¬ 
ments with other organizations, in¬ 
cluding our government, or if they 
need to raise capital, it is done on 
terms that will ensure democratic 
control by our members and keep 
our cooperative independent. 
As we begin the legislative session 
in Illinois next fall, and as we par¬ 
ticipate in the legislative process in 
Washington, legislators recognize 
that when your Directors or I speak 
to them, they are hearing from the 
very folks they were elected to 
represent. I’d like to think that it 

makes a difference when they are speaking 
to someone from home rather than a highly- 
paid Washington Lobbyist who thinks that 
there is no Illinois south of Chicago. 

So as you celebrate America’s indepen¬ 
dence, think about your independent elec¬ 
tric cooperative, too! We have so much to 
celebrate. 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

r 
J' ’d like to think 

that it makes a 
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[legislators] 
are speaking to 
someone from 

home rather 
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paid Washington 
Lobbyist 

Two Employees Hooored 
At the June 29 WIEC Annual Meet¬ 

ing, two employees were honored 
for their long- time service to WIEC 
and its members. Donna Cramer, Data 
Entry Clerk, was honored for 30 years 
of service and Mark Kissinger, Electri¬ 
cian, was honored for 15 years of 
service. 
Congratulations 
Donna and Mark. 

Check out the September issue of 
the WIEC News for more information 
about the Annual Meeting. There will 
be a list of the prizewinners on our Web site 
at www.wiec.net, so be sure and check that 
out too! 

Donna Cramer and Mark Kissinger both 
honored for years of service. 
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WIEC Meter Readers 
Around the last day of each month, Western 

Illinois Electrical Coop, has 15 special em¬ 
ployees who go to almost every meter in the 
WIEC service territory and write down the meter 
reading. They are the WIEC meter readers. Their 
job is to write down the reading and turn it into 
the WIEC office, which is then entered on the 
computer. From that, a bill is calculated, printed 
and mailed to our members. 

Meter Readers gather for an Annual Meter Reader Banquet. 

Seated are Cathy Edwards, Margaret Siepel and Arlene 
Seitz. Standing are Charlie Stoneking, Ben Kellett, John 
Fisher, Kent Flesner, Dan Burford and Jeff Vaughn. 

Last year, WIEC’s meter readers collectively 
drove more than 34,000 miles and read ap¬ 
proximately 47,000 meters. They diligently 
read the meters in wind, rain and yes, oc¬ 
casionally, sunshine. They are a hardworking 
group and are appreciated for their accuracy 
and dedication. 

WIEC Manager Paul Dion says, “Our meter 
readers provide us with accurate readings and 

they get those readings often in less than ideal 
situations. They also provide us with important 
information about potential problems with our 
lines, meters and electric services. (4734-4) They 
are the coop.’s eyes and ears out in the field.” 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, members 
can help meter readers do an even better job by 
keeping the weeds, debris or other obstructions 
from their meter. Another help would be to keep 
nervous or aggressive dogs away from the me¬ 
ter around the end of the month. 

Remember, meter readers are there to get an 
accurate reading so our members can receive 
an accurate bill. 

WIEC is accepting 
meter reader applica¬ 
tions for our files. This 
part time job consists 
of reading between 
150-175 meters over a 
three-day period around the end of the 
We allow three days to read; however, it usually 
takes less time. Typically the meters are in the 
meter reader’s neighborhood and cover approxi¬ 
mately a township to a township and a half. Ap¬ 
plicants must have their own transportation and 
will be reimbursed for mileage at the rate allowed 
by the federal government. 

If you or another member you know would 
be interested in reading meters for WIEC, please 
call our office. We can keep your name on file 
and have it ready next time there is an opening. 

Visit Our Web Site At www.wiec.net 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • August 2006 W
es

ter
n 

Illi
no

is 
El

ec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 

• 
Yo

ur
 el

ec
tri

c c
om

pa
ny

 • 
W

es
ter

n 
Illi

no
is 

El
ec

tri
ca

l C
oo

p. 
• 

Yo
ur

 el
ec

tri
c 

co
mp

an
y 

• W
es

ter
n 

Illi
no

is 
El

ec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 



WESTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL COOP, 

524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

i Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

Equipment Contact With Power Lines 
Hlf an energized line falls on your 

■ equipment, the electricity can 
travel through your body to reach 
ground and result in electrocu¬ 
tion. When power lines land on the 
ground, the 
land around it 
is energized 
as well. Stay 
put in either 
situation un¬ 
less you are in 
danger from 
fire,” says 
Paul Dion, 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
Manager. “Warn others to stay 
away and call the co-op for help.” 
(8626-29) 

In the case of imminent danger, 
the proper action is to jump - not 
step - off the equipment with both 
feet hitting the ground at the same 
time. Do not allow any part of your 
body to touch the equipment and the 

ground at the same time. Continue to 
shuffle or hop to safety, keeping both 
feet together as you leave the area. 

Once you get away from the 
equipment, never attempt to get 

back on or 
even touch the 
equipment. 
Many electro¬ 
cutions occur 
when the oper¬ 
ator dismounts 
and, realizing 
nothing has 
happened, tries 

to get back on the equipment. 
To avoid the dangers, farmers may 

want to consider moving or burying 
power lines around buildings or busy 
pathways where many farm activi¬ 
ties take place. If planning a new out 
building or farm structure, contact 
WIEC for information on minimum 
safe clearances from overhead and 
underground power lines. 

Easy Ways To Increase Your Hot Water 
Heater’s Efficiency 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Briscoe N. Menke — Director, 
Carman 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

Your hot water heater is the third 
largest energy user in the home, 

accounting for 15 to 25 percent of 
your utility bill. There are several easy, 
inexpensive ways to reduce that cost. 

• To keep your water heater heating 
efficiently, drain a quart of water 
from the tank every month or two 
to remove sediment that can inter¬ 
fere with heat transfer in the tank. 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

• Save money on your water heating 
by turning down the thermostat to 
115 degrees. That temperature is 
sufficient for most households and 
it can also keep you from scalding 
yourself in the bathtub. 

• Low-flow showerheads are easy 
to install. If you have teenag¬ 
ers, who tend to take loooooong 
showers, you’ll save a bundle. 

• Cold-water clothes washing is 
another easy change that can 
dramatically lower your water 
heating cost. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

• Insulate the water heater. Newer 
water heaters are well insulated, 
but if yours is warm to the touch, 
it might benefit from insulation. 
Water heater blankets are avail¬ 
able at most hardware stores and 
home centers for $10 to $20 and 
when installed properly will pay 
for themselves in about one year. 

For more energy saving tips visit 
www.eere.energy.gov/. 

6I 



Dorm Electrical Safety 
College students soon 

will pack into dorms 
and apartments with 
study lamps, laptops, 
TVs, stereos, grooming 
and other electrical devic¬ 
es. Before unloading and 
plugging in electronics, 
make sure your student 
is educated on safe appli¬ 
ance use and precautions against electrical hazards. 

The National Fire Protection Association estimates that nearly 
1,600 fires occur in campus housing each year. Overloaded circuits 
are the second leading cause of these campus fires, according to 
Molly Hall, Safe Electricity Executive Director. 

“The limited number of electrical outlets in student rooms tempt 
many to use multiple extension cords and power strips, which can 
cause cords to overheat, creating a shock and fire hazard,” warns 
Hall. “Student residences crammed with books, papers and bed¬ 
ding can allow the smallest spark to quickly become a blaze.” 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, urges students and parents to 
review these safety tips to prevent and reduce the risk of electrical 
fires in student housing: 

• Purchase and use only UL-rated electrical appliances and 
power cords. 

• Do not overload extension cords, power strips or outlets. 

• Never use extension cords on a continuous basis; they serve 
temporary solutions only. 

• Use power strips with an over-current protector that will shut off 
power automatically if there is too much current being drawn. 

• Never tack or nail an electrical cord to any surface, or run cords 
across traffic paths, under rugs or furniture. 

• Use light bulbs with the correct wattage for lamps. If no indication 
is on the product, do not use a bulb with more than 60 watts. 

Is Your Room Air 
Conditioner 
The Right Size? 

Many people buy an air conditioner that 
is too large, thinking it will provider 

better cooling. However, an oversized air 
conditioner is actually less effective - and 
wastes energy at the same time. Air condi¬ 
tioners remove both heat and humidity from 
the air. If the unit is too large, it will cool the 
room quickly, but only remove some of the 
humidity. This leaves the room with a damp, 
clammy feeling. A properly sized unit will 
remove humidity effectively as it cools. 

To figure out which size unit is best for 
your cooling needs visit www.energystar. 
gov and click on products, then Room AC 
for a link to an easy to use chart. And when 
purchasing, look for an Energy Star model; 
it will use (7819-54-10) at least 10 percent 
less energy than a conventional model and 
could save you money. 

For more information see www.energys- 
tar.gov. 

• Keep all electrical appliances and cords safely away from 
bedding, curtains and other flammable material. 

• Make sure outlets around sinks are GFCI equipped before use. 

• Unplug small household appliances when not in use and all 
electronics when away for extended periods. 

Older wiring in student housing and apartments may not be able 
to handle the increased electrical demand of today’s college stu¬ 
dent. If use of an appliance frequently causes power to trip off, or 
if its power cord or the outlet feels hot, the appliance should be dis¬ 
connected immediately and the condition reported to the landlord 
or campus housing staff. 

For more fire and electrical safety information, visit the 
SafeElectricity.org Web site. 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS 

Add-A-Space Mini Storage, 
%Donald & Dyna Scanlan, Dallas City 

Michael & Pamela Bedard, Nauvoo 
Darren Debold, Blandinsville 

Melanie McClure, Nauvoo 
L Wendell McCombs, LaHarpe 

Greg Miller, Nauvoo 
Jerry Squier, LaHarpe 

Mark & Angela Schuermann, Warsaw 
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From the 
Manager 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

This Month s Coop. Principal: 
Member s Economic Participation 
Members contribute to, and demo¬ 

cratically control, the assets of 
this cooperative. One of the differences 
between cooperatives and 
investor-owned utility com¬ 
panies is that any monies 
left over after expenses are 
paid belong to the members 
in the form of capital credits. 
The member-elected board 
of directors decides what to 
do with these margins that 
would be in the best financial 
interest of the cooperative. 

I think the WIEC bylaws 
explain this best. It says, “In the furnishing of 
electric energy the cooperative’s operations 
shall be so conducted that all patrons will 
through their patronage furnish capital for 
the cooperative. The Board of Directors shall 
determine that if the financial condition of the 
cooperative will not be impaired thereby; the 
capital credited to patron’s accounts may 

be retired in full or in part. Any such retire¬ 
ments of capital shall be made in order of 
priority according to the year in which capi¬ 

tal was furnished and credited, 
the capital first received by the 
cooperative being first retired.” 

At the Annual Meeting held 
in June, Board Treasurer Janet 
Spory announced that the WIEC 
board has decided to retire more 
than $120,000 worth of capital 
credits this year. Members who 
lived on our lines during the 
years 1958-1961 will be receiv¬ 
ing their capital credit check in 

October. (4533-26) 

Over the years, WIEC has paid back 
more than $730,000 to our members in 
the form of capital credits. 

See you next month! 

Sincerely, 
Paul. M. Dion 

M- 
who lived on our 

lines during the 

years 1958-1961 

will be receiving 

their capital credit 

check in October. 

Results From The Soyland Power Cooperative 
Board Meetings 
Soyland Power Cooperative is a genera¬ 

tion and transmission cooperative whose 
purpose is to supply wholesale power for 
its eleven distribution cooperative members, 
including Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
Since Soyland is a cooperative, its direc¬ 
tors include two directors from each of its 
11 member cooperatives. WIEC Director 
William Newton and Manager Paul M. Dion 
represent WIEC on the Soyland Board, with 
Dave Biery serving as alternate. 

In recent meetings, the Soyland board has: 

• Decided to dissolve its relationship with 
Allegheny Electric Cooperative in Pennsyl¬ 
vania. This alliance was formed in 2001. 

• Soyland’s headquarters will re-establish 
in Jacksonville, III. with Robert Harbour 
being named the Chief Executive Officer. 

Also, WIEC has signed a long-term 
power contract with Soyland Power Co¬ 
operative through 2038, with a buy-out 
policy available. Soyland and WIEC still 
are under our current power contract 
with Ameren Power Marketing through 
2008. Because this contract was negoti¬ 
ated when pricing was at a low point, 
our wholesale cost of electricity should 
remain stable throughout this contract 
period. Soyland is presently working 
on power supply that will be needed 
after 2008. 

• www.icl.coop 
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From the 
Manager 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

Save 
on your 
Electric Bill 
Touchstone 
Energy 
offers WIEC 
members free 
online energy 
audit tool 

This Month s Cooperative Principle 
Education, Training and Information 
By the time you read this, most children in 

the area have gone back to school. They 
may not like being back, but hopefully they 
will understand someday the importance of 
education. Did you realize that Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop, has a responsibility to educate, 
just like the teachers in the classrooms? 

It is our responsibility to see to it that our 
employees have the training and instruc¬ 
tion they need to do their job properly, yet 
safely. Our employees have CPR and first-aid 
training in case there is a medical emergency 
out in the field. Our linemen attend safety/ 
training classes learning about the proper 
way to work on an energized electric line, 
how to rescue an injured co-worker who may 
be trapped on a utility pole and learning the 
proper way to trim trees, just to name a few. 

It is also our responsibility to provide 
education to our members. Through the WIEC 
News and Illinois Country Living, we inform 
the members about changes in the electric 
utility industry, ways to get the most efficient 

use out of their energy dollar, and sugges¬ 
tions for the safe use of electricity around the 
home and business. 

For the young people, WIEC presents 
educational opportunities through the Youth 
to Washington Tour and the Memorial 
Scholarship programs. Every October, we 
strive to provide an education experience to 
the area 5th graders by hosting the Safety 
Fair. For 11 years, we have been teaching 
kids to live smart, keep safe, yet have fun. 
Countless 4-H members in Flenderson and 
Hancock counties have learned the basics 
of electricity by attending Electricity School 
co-sponsored by WIEC and the University of 
Illinois Extension. 

WIEC does not take these responsibilities 
lightly. When used properly, electricity can 
do many wonderful things, however it can be 
deadly when it is not. We do our best to make 
sure that our members and employees know 
the difference. 

See you next month. 

As a member of Touchstone Energy Coop., 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, members 

are invited to visit www.touchstoneenergy. 
coop, and find the Home Energy Savings 
Guide tab. From there, members can identify 
the best ways to manage their home energy 
consumption. 

When users log onto the site, they are 
asked to respond to a series of questions 
about their home, such as its size, its 
location, kinds of insulation, age and usage 
of appliances in the home and many more 
specific questions. Be patient, it may take 
a while to answer all the questions asked, 

but by asking these questions, the energy 
saver can make more detailed and accurate 
calculations on just how much money can 
be saved. The results page offers customized 
recommendations ranked by time it will 
take to pay for them through lower costs. 
(861-29) 

Right now the Web site does not take into 
account the fact that WIEC members can 
have different rates of electricity depending 
on how many kilowatts used or type of elec¬ 
tric heat, so the heating/cooling section may 
not be completely accurate, but the future 
versions may have that feature. 

Visit our Web site at www.wiec.net 
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524 North Madison P.0. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

i William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Briscoe N. Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

ce 

NO.I 

mJAiMlJi 5 
GIFT DONOR RECIPIENT 

1 Free Helicopter Ride AIR EVAC LIFETEAM Aron Metternich 
2 1 Year Membership AIR EVAC LIFETEAM Don Powell 
3 Exclusive Spice Set BR0WNST0WN ELECTRIC SUPPLY Carol Knoche 
4 Document Bag MARINE TRUST CO. OF CARTHAGE Harold Weid 
5 $50 Cash DREYER& KELSO, PC., PA. Lenora Bunnell 
6 $25 Cash FIRST STATE BANK OF WESTERN IL Joy Baker 
7 12" Oscillating 

Table Fan FLETCHER-REINHARDT COMPANY Dale Lawson 
8 50' Outdoor 

Extension Cord HEINTZ ELECTRIC COMPANY Sandra Lovell 
9 4Qt. Ice Cream Maker HUGHES SUPPLY, INC. Richard Belshaw 

10 1 FREE 5 Qt Oil Change J&RTIRE SERVICE, INC. Mardene Derry 
11 $25 Cash PETERS HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING Diana Allen 
12 Sunday Buffet PLUM TREE SUPPER CLUB Guy Brooks 
13 Sunday Buffet PLUM TREE SUPPER CLUB Helen White 
14 5 Qt. Stoneware 

Crock Pot REED CITY POWER LINE SUPPLY CO. Charlie Stoneking 
15 $50 Gift Certificate for 

WIEC Electricity SHERRILLS ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICES Myron Huls 
16 $50 Gift Certificate for 

WIEC Electricity SHERRILLS ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICES Helen Carle 
17 $50 Gift Certificate for 

WIEC Electricity SHERRILLS ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICES Bev Dowell 
18 $50 Gift Certificate for 

WIEC Electricity SHERRILLS ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICES Raymond Boston 
19 1 Case of Butterfly 

Pork Chops SLY FOX CATERING, BILL & SUE REED William E Smith 
20 Backpack Sprayer UAP/Timberland % Terry Allen Catherine Wagner 
21 Die Cast Bucket Truck ALTEC INDUSTRIES INC. Weber Meats, Inc. 
22 $25.00 Gift Cert, 

for the “Hawkeye” VAN METER INDUSTRIAL INC. Tom Whitson 
23 Illinois Country 

Living Cookbook WIEC James Harnetiaux 
24 Illinois Country 

Living Cookbook WIEC Glen White 
25 Mystery Gift - 

Keith Nelson 

GRAND PRIZE #1 WIEC $100 CASH Lawrence Derks 

GRAND PRIZE #2 WIEC $100 CASH Harold Herdrich 

GRAND PRIZE #3 WIEC $100 CASH Mike Lee 

GRAND PRIZE #4 WIEC $100 CASH Jeff & Deb Bozarth 

GRAND PRIZE #5 WIEC $100 CASH Pete VanAusdall 

a Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

Leonard D. & Robin S. Anderson, 
Hamilton IL 

Kathy Balmer, Niota IL 
Marlene Beeler, Sutter IL 

Mike Callahan, Kitts Hill OH 
Larry R Case, Basco IL 
Sara Crazier, Nauvoo IL 

Brandi & William Dooley, Hamilton IL 
Connie Gooding, Warsaw IL 
Steve Goris, St Charles MO 

Nick May, Havana IL 
Edith Newman, Hamilton IL 

Lee M Pindell, Niota IL 
Serena Root, Stronghurst IL 

Travis & Cara Sanderson, Carthage IL 
Ray Shannon, Marietta IL 

Timothy & Jennifer Soucie, Fowler IL 
Timothy G. Brandon Svejda, Hamilton IL 

Shannon & Dustin Wamsley, Gladstone IL 
Mark Wise, Oak Wood Hills IL 
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Members Hear Good News at WIEC s Annual Meeting A large crowd gathered for Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop Annual 

Meeting to hear about capital credits 
being refunded and WIEC’s record- 
breaking year of electricity sales in 
2005. They also said goodbye to 
long-time director, Haven Vaughn 
during the 67th Annual 
Meeting held June 29. 

Treasurer Janet 
Spory delivered the 
good news that the 
board has decided 
that capital credits 
will be refunded for 
members who were on 
WIEC lines from 1958 
through 1961. Over 
$120,000 in capital 
credits checks will be 
mailed in October. This is the first 
time since 1985 that capital credits 
have been returned to the members. 

Many factors went into this 
decision, such as a cold winter and 
hot, dry summer which increased 
sales to an all-time high of over 50 
million Kwh. Janet added, “We con¬ 
tinue to grow with 55 new services 
built on our lines last year and 34 
geothermal systems installed. The 
average residential usage continues 
to climb as we find that members 
are choosing electricity over IP gas 
or other fossil fuels to heat their 
homes, warm their water and even 
irrigating their crops. Geothermal 
heating and cooling remains a very 
popular choice for members who 
are installing or replacing their cur¬ 
rent system. We even have people 
choosing to place their new homes 
on WIEC lines rather than the inves¬ 
tor owned utilities. All these fac¬ 
tors increase usage which in turn, 
increases sales.” 

WIEC Manager, Paul M. Dion 
honored two recent retirees, Richard 
Chockley and Jerry Payne, who have 
a combined 65 years of service to 
WIEC and its members. Both men 
received a round of applause for 
their dedicated service. Paul then 
introduced Bob Harbour, Soyland 
Power Cooperative, President and 
CEO. Harbour then thanked Haven 
Vaughn for his service to Soyland 
Power Cooperative, having been on 

the Soyland board since 1989. 
Board President Rob Gronewold 

reminded the members their opinion 
matters-they have a voice. Members 
attend the annual meeting and 
vote on issues important to the 
cooperative. He also spoke how the 

WIEC employees have 
made a promise to the 
members, that they will 
do their very best to 
bring reliable electric 
service at the lowest 
cost possible. 

In his message, 
Manager Dion 
introduced each 
cooperative employee, 
describing their duties 
at the cooperative and 

a little about their personality. These 
employees have promised to the 
member that they will do their very 
best to make sure that the lights stay 
on. WIEC has a staff member and 
two linemen on call 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, just in case there is 
an outage. Paul said, “Being on call 
can be a burden; we all feel it. Just 
when you start to do something 
or sit down for a meal, you always 
wonder if you’ll get an outage call. 
It’s hard on our wives and families 

too. However, we all take call 
because that is just part of the job 
because outages don’t always hap¬ 
pen during 9 to 5. “ 

Dion also said farewell to Haven 
Vaughn, who retired after 21 years 
on the WIEC board. “Haven, tonight 
we reluctantly bid you farewell. You 
have definitely made a difference to 
the members and employees of the 
co-op. Tonight is the end of an era, 
however also the beginning of a new 
one, as I’m sure that our newest 
director, Michael Ford, will do a great 
job.” (6827-36-1) 

During the business meeting, 
members elected Mike Ford, Carman 
for District 1, William Newton, 
Burnside, for District 2 and Jay 
Morrison, Niota, for District 3. 

Dan Scheetz, the 2006 Youth to 
Washington trip winner gave a short 
slide show of his adventures in 
Washington. He thanked WIEC and 
the members for the opportunity to 
go on this once in a lifetime trip. 

Prizes were given out through¬ 
out the meeting. The grand prize 
winners were: Lawrence Derks, 
Carthage; Harold Herdrich, Dallas 
City; Mike Lee, Plymouth; Jeff and 
Deb Bozarth, Carthage; and Pete 
VanAusdall, Hamilton. 

O ver 

$120,000 in 

capital credits 

checks will 

be mailed in 
October. 
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Choose Electric! WIEC Incentives Make It an Easy Choice Although the leaves have just 
started to change, it won’t be 

long until there is a chill in the air. 
It’s a perfect time to think about 
your existing heating system. 
Can you depend on it for another 
heating season? You know how 
much you’ll be paying for heat this 
winter? 

Last year, according to the 
Energy Information Agency, fuel 

oil increased 33 percent, propane 
increased 19 percent and (481-5) 
natural gas increased 14 percent. 
Who knows what the costs will be 
for this winter. 

However, WIEC’s electric rate 
remains at the same low rate. And 
when combined with WIEC’s budget 
billing program, it will be so much 
easier to budget your heating dollars 
this winter. 

WIEC has special rates, rebates 
and loan programs available that 
varies with the type of heating sys¬ 
tem installed. Find the system that 
you’re interested in and find out 
what’s available. More information 
is available on the WIEC Web site, 
www.wiec.net or by calling our 
office. 

50 Rate 
Good during 

October - April 

60 Rate 
12 month rate 

ERG Loans 
5% - 5 Years 

Rebates 
Available 

Geothermal Systems 
(Ground Source Heat Pumps) - X Up to $10,000 $1,000 

Air Source Electric Heat Pumps X - Up to $10,000 $300 

Electric Furnace (5kw minimum) X - Up to $10,000 $300 

Baseboard Heat Radiant Heat 
(5kw minimum) X Up to $10,000 $300 
Other heat systems 
including hybrid systems. 
(5kw minimum) X 

Central Air Conditioning 
(Must be all electric) - - Up to $10,000 - 

Testimonies 
Don’t take our word for it! Hear are what some happy geothermal members have to say about their systems. 

03 

Debbie Belshaw, Carthage - Geothermal owner since 1989 
“I’ve had geothermal for 17 years and besides normal routine mainte¬ 

nance, haven’t had any repair bills. When I remodeled and doubled the size 
of my home, I was prepared to buy a geothermal system if I needed to. I 
love it and have recommended it to others. It has saved me a lot of money 
over the years.” 

Kristen Huls, Basco - Geothermal owner since 2003 
“When we remodeled our two-story farm house, everyone told us we 

were crazy for looking into geothermal. It’s our type of house that needs the 
efficiency of geothermal. We set the thermostat and forget it. We would do it 
again in a heartbeat- it’s paid for itself.” 

Jared Shutwell, Carthage - Geothermal owner since 2006 
“We chose to go with geothermal after doing some research and talking to 

several people who were pleased with their system. By choosing geothermal 
we knew we were getting a very efficient system that will save us money 
down the road. The initial investment of a geothermal (8519-14) system is 
higher than a normal heating and cooling system, but in our opinion the long¬ 
term payback far out weighs the upfront cost. So far we are very pleased 
with our geothermal system and the services provided by WIEC.“ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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WESTERN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL COOP, 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

524 North Madison I P.0. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

i Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

Unfortunately, one of the top haz¬ 
ards on today’s farms remains 

electrocution, which frequently oc¬ 
curs during harvest season when 
farm equipment comes in contact 
with power lines. These mishaps of¬ 
ten occur near grain bins, when au¬ 
gers make contact with power lines. 

Farm safety pointers to avoid 
tragic accidents include: 
• Know the location of power lines 

and keep farm equipment at 
least 10 feet away from them. 

• Use care when raising augers or 
the bed of a grain truck. 

• Always lower portable augers or 
elevators to their lowest possible 

level - under 14 feet - before mov¬ 
ing or transporting them. Always 
consider variables such as wind, 
uneven ground, or shifting weight. 

• Be aware of increased height 
when loading and transporting 
larger modern tractors with higher 
antennas. 

• Never attempt to raise or move a 
power line to clear a path! 

• Don’t use metal poles when 
breaking up bridged grain inside 
and around bins. 

• Use qualified electricians for work 
on drying equipment and other 
farm electrical systems. 

Farm Safety during Harvest 
Key to safety is to be aware 

■ William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

i Briscoe N. Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

i Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
i Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS 

Chad Wesley Ahrens, Hamilton 

Duane A. and John Berlett, 
La Harpe 

Tammie Gipe, Carthage 

Jeremy Knowles and 
Danielle Horton, Plymouth 

October Begins 
the Rate 40-41 
Heat Rate! 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LDCATI□ N CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

Kevin and Bobbie Krieger, 
Stronghurst 

Valerie Pulliam, Nauvoo 

Donald and Norma J. Vaughn Farm, 
Lomax 

Jamie and Barbara Weisenburger, 
Hamilton 

For those WIEC members who have 
non-geothermal electric heat (rate 

40 or 41), October marks the begin¬ 
ning of the FIVE cents per kilowatt 
heat rate that will be in effect until April 
30th. With electric heat, there are no 
worries about price fluctuations that 
occur with IP or natural gas. So curl 
up and enjoy the warmth of your elec¬ 
tric furnace. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



DO PHANTOM LOADS HAUNT YOUR HOME? 
by John Krigger Many devices in your home consume 

electricity even when they appear 

to be off. These phantom energy wasters 

include instant-on TVs, microwave clocks, 

VCR displays, telephones, and computer 

peripherals. Phantom, or standby, loads, 

add up to a huge waste of electricity in the 

U.S. that costs consumers more than a 

billion dollars per year and many billions of 

kilowatt-hours. The total phantom load in 

most American homes varies from 1.5 to 

4 kilowatt-hours per day, or several dollars 

per month for most families. 

One way you can eliminate phantom 

loads like TVs, stereos, VCRs, and comput¬ 

er externals like printers is by plugging them 

into a plug strip that is equipped with its 

own power switch. Simply switch the power 

strip on and off when you need to use the 

appliance. For appliances that have remote 

controls, this method will disable the unit’s 

remote control until you turn (953-33) the 

power on, though it will operate normally 

after you turn the power on. Note also that 

any appliance that has a cube-shaped trans¬ 

former on the end of its cord is creating a 

phantom load. That’s why these transform¬ 

ers feel warm even when the device is off. 

In July of 2001, President Bush signed 

an executive order directing federal agencies 

to buy appliances that consume less than 

one watt of standby power. In doing so, the 

federal government hopes to stimulate man¬ 

ufacturers to produce appliances with mini¬ 

mal phantom loads. Consumers can benefit 

from these low-consumption appliances by 

always looking for the ENERGY STAR® label 

when buying appliances. 

(John Krigger is a nationally recognized 

author of numerous energy efficiency 

books, including Surviving the Seasons, 

and Residential Energy: Cost Savings and 

Comfort for Existing Buildings. For more 

info, visit his Web site www.srmi.biz) 

Low Income Energy Assistance 
If you need financial assistance to pay 

your electric bill, you may be eligible to 

participate in the Low Income Flome En¬ 

ergy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). They 

began accepting calls for appointments on 

Sept. 1 st for households that have elderly 

or disabled. Calls for appointments for all 

others will be accepted starting Nov. 1, 

2006. Applicants (10532-97) must call for 

an appointment and bring with them proof 

of income for the last 30 days, their most 

recent electric bill and Social Security Cards 

for all in the household. 

Assistance is based on combined 

household income. If it is at or below the 

levels shown below, you may be eligible. 

Good faith effort to maintain electric ser¬ 

vice may also be required. 

Household size 30 Day Income 
1 $1,225 

2 $1,650 

3 $2,075 

4 $2,500 

(add $425 for each additional 

house member) 

If renting and your heat and/or electric 

are included (571-17) in the rent, then the 

rent must be greater than 30 percent of your 

income in order to be eligible for benefits. 

For more details, contact the following: 

Members in Hancock, Henderson and 
McDonough Counties: 

Western Illinois Regional Council 

223 S. Randolph 
Macomb IL 61455 

309-837- 2997 

Members in Adams County: 
Two Rivers Regional Council of 

Public Officials 

1125 Hampshire Suite 100 

Quincy, IL 62301 

217-224-8171 

or visit their Web site, 

www.ilheapillinois.com 

In addition, members may also find help 

from The Salvation Army, their Township 

supervisors, the Veteran’s Administration 

and area churches. 
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From the This Month’s Cooperative Principal: 
Manager Voluntary and Open Membership 

Cooperatives are volun- 
t To 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

itary organizations, open 
to all persons able to use 
their services and willing 
to accept the responsibili¬ 
ties of membership, without 
gender, social, race, political, 
or religious discrimination. 
If someone moves onto our 
lines, they need to call us, 
pay their $5 membership fee 
and deposit, if necessary, 
and fill out a form. That’s it! 
No other requirements to meet to be¬ 
come a member of WIEC. 

Electric cooperatives were organized 
to bring electricity to rural areas because 
the utilities that served the cities and towns 
would not serve the rural areas - they 
thought there would not be enough “profit”. 

I’m sure you’ve heard the stories 
about how hard life was on the farm be¬ 
fore electricity, maybe from your parents 
or grandparents. Or maybe you experi¬ 
enced the thrill of having a “Frigidaire” 
to keep milk cold or using lights to read 
instead of the dirty coal oil lamp. The list 
of conveniences that electricity brought 

celebrate our 

“cooperative” 

history, WIEC 

will hold Member 

Appreciation Day 

on Wednesday, 

Oct. 25th. 

to the rural areas was a long 
one. The farmers suddenly 
had help in doing the back¬ 
breaking chores they had 
previously done by hand. 

Not only did electricity 
bring benefits to the rural 
areas, it also made the farm¬ 
ers and their families take 
ownership of the cooperative. 
It’s amazing to think with no 
experience in the electrical 
industry, they came together 

to build and govern Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop. 

October is cooperative month. To cel¬ 
ebrate our “cooperative” history, WIEC 
will hold Member Appreciation Day on 
Wednesday, Oct. 25th at the Carthage of¬ 
fice. Come have a cup of coffee or cider, 
a cookie and visit with cooperative per¬ 
sonnel. We have a free gift for registered 
members who come in and say hello! 

We hope to see you on the 25th. 

Until next month, 
Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

Efficiency Tips: Inspecting Your Furnace 
Three easy steps to help keep it working all winter long 

Your furnace works hard to keep 
you warm all winter. Now is the 

time to be sure it’s ready to do the 
same again this year. A little at¬ 
tention to your heating equipment 
can produce big savings in the 
long run. 

The following tasks are the 
most important. 

/ Clean or replace your furnace 
filter. All furnaces should have 
a filter installed in the return air 
duct to clean air as it is drawn 
in from the home. A dirty filter 
will reduce the airflow through 
your equipment, and lower its 

efficiency. It’s hard to say how of¬ 
ten to replace your furnace filter, 
since it varies a lot from home to 
home, but two to three times per 
year is typical for most families. 
(5819-1) 

/ Inspect your duct system for leaks 
by looking for gaps or feeling for 
escaping air. Your furnace uses 
a lot of energy to heat and cool 
your home’s air, and duct leaks 
can waste up to 30 percent of this 
energy before it ever reaches your 
living space. If you find discon¬ 
nected ducts or loose joints seal 
them up with metal duct tape or 

with duct mastic. Avoid common 
gray fabric “duct tape” since it 
tends to come loose. 

/ Clean your supply grilles or 
registers. If your registers have 
adjustable shutters, it’s best to 
leave them in the full-open posi¬ 
tion. Clean inside your ducts, too, 
for as far as you can reach from 
the register opening. When more 
air can flow through your furnace, 
it will operate more efficiently and 
it won’t need to run as long. This 
will save both energy and money. 

Source: Chris Dorsi, Saturn Resource 
Management (www.srmi.biz) 
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Mfor the business you bring to us, day in and 
day out. 

Many of you have been on WIEC’s lines 
for many years. You’ve been with us through 
the good times and the not so good times. 
Through it all, you stood beside the cooperative 
and its employees. We appreciate your loyalty. 

Jgfor your patience and understanding when 
the power is out. 

Sometimes when our members call 
in, we already know what the problem is and 
sometimes we haven’t found the problem - yet. 
We really appreciate when our members can 
tell us their map location number, because map 
location numbers tell us exactly where they are 
on our system, which is something a mailing 
address cannot. 

-Igfor making us welcome when we’re doing 
work on your property. 

We thank members who allow our meter 
readers access to their meters by keeping the 
area around their meter easy to reach. 

Jor granting easements so we may build 
power lines to serve others. 

In 1938, when WIEC first started building 
lines, members generously granted easements 
because it meant that power could be brought 
to them and their neighbors. Many of today’s 
WIEC member’s have the same helpful philoso¬ 
phy. They realize that the easements we ask for 
are for the benefit of them, their neighbors and 
the cooperative. 

For our members who pay their bill on time. 

UtlFor calling in to report trees in the line, lean¬ 
ing poles or low hanging wires. 

By handling these problems before they 
become serious, it saves everyone from pos¬ 
sible outage time or a potentially dangerous 
situation. 

For choosing electricity to heat your home, 
warm your water and cook your meals. 

Jlnd for telling others when you’re happy 
about WIEC’s services and telling us when 
you’re not. 

We are grateful that our members give 
us another chance if we’ve not given the good 
service they deserve. At WIEC, we try very 
hard to give our members’ only the best in ser¬ 
vice through our low outage times, our mem¬ 
ber-friendly programs and our local office and 
employees. 

wisft our members the most blessedTbanbscjivmj 

co 
CO 

Visit our Web site at www.wiec.net 
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524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

■ Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

n William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Briscoe N. Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
■ Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

Plug It In - But Turn It Off 
Easy Ways To Reduce Usage 
Computers, printers, air condition¬ 

ers, TVs, VCRs, DVD and CD 
players, fax machines, blow dryers, 
microwaves... We’re more “plugged 
in” than ever before. By 2015, 
consumer electronics and small ap¬ 
pliances will account for almost 30 
percent of all household electricity 
use. As the cost of energy continues 
to increase, the cost for being so 
plugged in will become more (7828- 

16) apparent. 
Average households will spend 

more than $5,000 on energy in 2006 
to power their homes and vehicles, 
projects the Alliance to Save Energy. 

Forgetful? A programmable ther¬ 
mostat automatically coordinates 
indoor climates with your daily and 
weekend patterns. And you don’t 
have to remember to turn the air 
conditioning or heating off when you 
won’t be home. 

Look for the ENERGY STAR label, 
the symbol for energy efficiency, 
when shopping for room air con¬ 
ditioners, other heating and cool¬ 
ing equipment, major appliances, 
lighting, home office equipment, 
windows, and electronics. Find retail¬ 
ers near you by checking online at 
http://www.energystar.gov. 

Install appropriate insulation for 
your climate, and seal air leaks to 
increase your comfort, making your 
home quieter and cleaner. 

Do online “window-shopping” at 
www.efficientwindows.org. Discover 

how high-performance Energy Star 
windows can increase comfort and 
reduce heating and cooling costs by 
as much as 30 percent. 
Here’s more: 
• When refinancing your home, 
consider including energy-efficiency 
home improvements. Your interest 
may be tax deductible. 
• Switch to cold water washing of 
laundry and save up to $63 a year. 
• Close blinds or shades on the 
south- and west-facing windows 
during the day or install shading de¬ 
vices such as trellises or awnings. 
• Turn off everything not in use: 
lights, TVs, computers. 

Many additional tips and free re¬ 
sources for all types of home and ve¬ 
hicle energy use can be found on the 
Alliance to Save Energy consumer 
Web site www.ase.org/consumers. 

I 
* 
f 

M. 

In observance of 

Veterans Day, 

WIEC 

will b£ closed 

November 10. 
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Students Encouraged To Apply For 
2007IEC Memorial Scholarships 
Western Illinois Electrical 

Coop, manager Paul M. 
Dion has announced that 
for the twelfth consec¬ 
utive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will 
award academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. 
The five scholarships in 2007 will 
be awarded through the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. Each of the 
scholarships will be worth $1,250. 

High school seniors pursuing 
a college education are eligible to 
participate in the program. Three of 
the five scholarships will be awarded 
to the son or daughter of an electric 
cooperative member. A fourth award 
will go to the son or daughter of 
an electric cooperative director or 
employee. A fifth scholarship will 
be reserved for use at a two-year 
Illinois community college, and sons 
and daughters of electric cooperative 
members, employees and directors 
are eligible. Deadline for applications 
to be returned to the cooperative is 
January 1,2007. 

“The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to assist electric coop¬ 

erative youth while honoring 
past rural electric leaders 

through memorial gifts,” 
said Dion, “WIEC and 
the other Illinois elec¬ 

tric cooperatives want to 
make a difference in their 

communities. One of the best 
ways we can do that is by lending 

a hand to our youth. (6819-30) With 
the cost of tuition and books going 
up scholarships like this one can 
help.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay 
which demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Program was established in 1994 by 
the board of directors of the Associ¬ 
ation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
For further information on the IEC 
Memorial Scholarship Program, con¬ 
tact Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
at 217-357-3125 or 800-576-3125, 
or ask your high school guidance 
counselor. 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS 

Mark Bentzinger, Warsaw 
ECS Truckwash, LLC, Carthage 

Tim Hornung, Carthage 
Brian Ingles, Hamilton 

Andrew Charles Klein & Amy J. Kost, 
Tennessee 

Jody L. Kohn, Carthage 
Landon Y Morrison, Bowen 

Garry & Irene Kensler, Peoria Heights 
Katrina Nail, Lomax 

Andrew Toland, Blandinsville 
Mary C. Trent, Nauvoo 

Tom Wilken, Fort Madison, Iowa 
John J. Wojcik, Des Plaines 

‘TfianKsaivinfi 
on ‘XpvemSer 23 

and udff reopen 

{Friday, OdgvemSer 24. 

As always, in case of power emergencies, call 217-357-3125 or 1 -800-576-3125. 
Please wait and call for questions concerning billing, payment arrangements 

or other non-emergency matters until normal business hours 
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Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
• Your electric company
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estern Illinois Electrical Coop. 

• Your electric com
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estern Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Fran the 
Manager 

Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

This Month s Cooperative Principle 
Cooperation Among Cooperatives 

November brings cooler weather, fall¬ 
ing leaves and visions of that Thanksgiving 
turkey sitting on the table. It brings thoughts 
of family coming together to give thanks for 
the blessings that we have. 

Did you know that WIEC 
is a member of a family too? 
Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, is a member of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC), the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association (NRECA) and 
Touchstone Energy®. 

Each of these organiza¬ 
tions has their own specialty 
to help WIEC serve our mem¬ 
bers better. They allow WIEC to join other 
cooperatives and effectively participate in 
the legislative and regulatory process at the 
state and national level. 

They also provide valuable marketing, 
financial and training tools that help our 
employees do a better job. (6520-46) They 
provide the training our linemen receive to 
keep them safe from harm. The AIEC even 
prints this newsletter that you are holding in 
your hand. 

These relationships provide the much 
needed economies of scale that a coopera¬ 
tive as small as WIEC desperately needs. 

Besides belonging to these organiza¬ 
tions, there is also a close brotherhood 

among other electric cooperatives 
throughout Illinois. In case of an 
ice or wind storm or other catas¬ 
trophe, we know we can rely on 
other cooperatives to come to our 
aid. 

They came in 1995 after the 
Dallas City tornado and helped us 
get power restored to the dam¬ 
aged area much sooner that we 
could have done on our own. 

We returned the favor by send¬ 
ing two of our linemen to southern Illinois 
last Thanksgiving (6635-58) to help them 
restore power after a storm. We even had 
one employee go down and help in the af¬ 
termath of Hurricane Katrina. 

As Thanksgiving draws near, we are indeed 
thankful for our “family” of cooperatives. 

See you next month, 
Paul M. Dion 
Manager 

/TS 
Thanksgiving 

draws near, we are 
indeed thankful 

for our “family” of 
cooperatives. 
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From the 
Manager 

Paul M. Dion 

Manager 

Concern for Community 
(thought it would be appropriate to talk about 

our seventh cooperative principal in Decem¬ 
ber, the Christmas season. Christmas is a time 
of giving and that is the basis of this principal, 
giving back to the community. 

While focusing on member needs, coop¬ 
eratives work for the common good of com¬ 
munities through good works and volunteering 
done by WIEC and our employees. 

This spring, WIEC was recognized by the 
Illinois Foundation FFA for 50 years of support 
of the county FFA programs. The coopera¬ 
tive has received the Friend of 4-FI Award for 
sponsoring the Best Electrical project at the 
4-FI fair and also co-sponsoring the Electricity 
School each June. Last October, WIEC held its 
twelfth Safety Fair for the area fifth graders. 
We’ve participated (7717-44) in different farm 
rescue workshops and talked to many groups 
about staying safe around electricity. 

As part of the Youth to Washington pro¬ 
gram, in the past three years WIEC has sent 
three deserving high school students to Wash¬ 
ington D.C. All three had a wonderful time, 
met their representatives and learned about 
their government as well as a lot about coop¬ 
eratives. 

Our employees are your friends and 
neighbors, who have an interest in this area 
because they live here too. They serve on vol¬ 
unteer fire departments, church boards, and 
coach the little-league ball teams. We have 
several employees who regularly give blood at 
the local blood drives, one in particular who is 

working on her 13th gallon. Now that is ser¬ 
vice to the community. (8612-17) 

No one knows what changes tomorrow will 
bring, but our commitment is to stay true to 
the principles we were founded on - service 
to you! 

Merry Christmas! 
Paul M. Dion 

Call toll free 800-576-3125 

This Month's Cooporstlve Prhioipls 
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524 North Madison I P.0. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
217-357-3125 
800-576-3125 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
■ Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

i Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

■ Janet Spory — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter 

R William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
Burnside 

■ Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Briscoe N. Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

■ Mike Ford — Director, Lomax 

STAFF 
i Paul Dion — Manager 

■ Tommie Long — 
Manager of Operations 

■ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
members map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

IEG Memorial Scholarship Reminder 
Deadline for submitting application is January 1.2007 
Hey, college bound high school 

seniors, need money for col¬ 
lege? College is expensive, so a little 
extra money would definitely come 
in handy! Remember to apply for 
the IEC Memorial Scholarship 
for a chance at five different 
scholarships valued at 
$1,250 each. 

Candidates are 
judged on the basis of 
grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay 
that demonstrates their knowledge 

of electric cooperatives. 
For further information on the 

IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, 
contact Western Illinois Electrical 

Coop, at 1-800-576-3125 or ask 
your high school guidance 

counselor. A good source 
for information about 

cooperatives can be 
found online at WIEC’s 

own Web site www.wiec. 
net. Good luck! 

All applications must be 
turned into the WIEC office by 

January 1, 2007. 

Vegetation Management Schedule 
Tree trimming begins December 1 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

plans to have crews perform¬ 
ing routine tree trimming starting 
December 1, 2006, in all or parts of 
the following townships: 

In Hancock County: 
St. Mary, Hancock, Carthage, Foun¬ 
tain Green, Pilot Grove. Rock Creek, 
La Harpe and Durham. 
In Henderson County: 
Terre Haute, Lomax, Media, Strong- 
hurst, Carman, Gladstone 

Due to the advanced printing of 
this issue of the WIEC News, these 
plans are subject to change. If there 
are questions or concerns, please 
contact our office during normal 
business hours at 217-357-3125 or 
800-576-3125. (759-39) 

For more information concerning 
our vegetation management policy, 
check out our Web site at www. 
wiec.net under the program tab. 

The office of Western Illinois Electrical Coop, will close at 
noon on December 22 and reopen on December 26. It will close 

again at noon on December 29 and reopen on January 2. 
As always, in case of power emergencies, 
call 217-357-3125 or 1-800-576-3125. 

Please wait and call for questions concerning bill¬ 
ing, payment arrangements or other non-emergency 

matters until normal business hours. 
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Year End Review 
Future looks bright for 2007 

s this year comes to a close, 
this is a great time to recap what 

happened at your cooperative this 
past year. 

Atopic that is on everyone’s 
mind is rates. While investor-owned 
utilities in Illinois are looking at rate 
increases, WIEC’s rates will remain 
stable. “Barring any catastrophe, 
WIEC is not planning on raising our 
rates to our members in 2007 or 
2008,” says WIEC Manager Paul 
Dion. “The rate changes of the sub¬ 
sidiaries of Ameren, such as Amer- 
enCIPS and AmerenIR have no direct 
bearing on WIEC and our rates.” 

This past year found Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, growing. In 
the last five years, WIEC has added 
more than 230 new services to our 
lines, which is a robust 7 percent 
growth rate. During this year alone, 
there were 52 new services in¬ 
stalled. For a small cooperative like 
WIEC, that’s amazing. Twenty years 
ago, we found that people were leav¬ 
ing the rural areas. However, we are 
finding that this trend is reversing 
and people are moving back to the 
rural areas and onto WIEC lines. 

Another bonus is that 20 of these 
new services we’ve installed are for 
new homes. Plus many of these are 
choosing electricity to heat their wa¬ 
ter and heat and cool their homes. 
During the year, there were 33 new 
geothermal units and 15 additional 
non-geothermal electric units in¬ 
stalled. While the price of fossil fuel 
remains uncertain, members are 
attracted to WIEC’s constant 5 or 6- 
cent electric heat rate. New services 
means an increase in kilowatt hour 
sales, which helps WIEC get a better 
wholesale cost for electricity. 

Because of WIEC’s strong finan¬ 
cial position, last summer the Board 
of Directors decided to pay back 
capital credits. In October, WIEC re¬ 
turned more than $120,000 in capi¬ 
tal credits to our members. This is 
the first retirement of capital credits 

in many years and is a good indica¬ 
tion of your cooperative’s strong 
financial health. 

Mother Nature was kind to west¬ 
ern Illinois again this year as there 
were no strong storms to cause 
substantial outages. Our outage time 
remains low, thanks to the weather 
and also due to our vegetation man¬ 
agement program. This program 

“Barring any catas¬ 
trophe, WIEC is not 
planning on raising our 
rates to our members 
in 2007 or 2008.” 

keeps limbs and branches from 
growing into lines that can result in 
weather related outages. 

During the fall, there was con¬ 
siderable construction work on the 
Highway 336 east of Carthage. 
This roadwork had a direct impact 
on WIEC as transmission and dis¬ 

tribution lines feeding the Carthage 
Substation had to be moved. At 
one point, almost half of WIEC’s 
members had to be switched to re¬ 
ceive their power from a substation 
besides Carthage or Denver. During 
this switching, there were several 
power interruptions. “I would like 
to thank the members who were so 
patient during this time. No one likes 
outages, but sometimes they can’t 
be helped,” said Dion. “This switch¬ 
ing was a complex undertaking that 
impacted our whole system. The 
work was a group effort between our 
line crew, AmerenCIPS and Soyland 
Power. I’m proud our line crew did 
an outstanding job doing the work 
that needed to be done, yet kept out¬ 
age time at a minimum.” This work 
is ongoing and will continue in 2007 
as the highway progresses to the 
east. 

As the year draws to a close, we 
remember many good things that 
happened to the cooperative and its 
members. Looking ahead, the New 
Year has no reason to be different. 
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Walking In A Winter Wonderland. 
Reasons why electric bills go up in the winter 
The November power bill just 

came in the mail and it seems 
higher than normal. People usually 
think that WIEC must have raised our 
rates, right? 

No, we haven’t raised our rates, 
but when a member receives an 
electric bill that is higher than they 
think it should be, it’s time to think 
about how you really use your 
electricity. Remember, members are 
billed on how much electricity they 
used during the previous month. 
Here are some factors to think about 
to explain any sudden increases (or 
decreases): 
^ Think about the weather last 
month. Was it unseasonable hot or 
cold? Remember, the bill that you 
just received was for the previous 
month’s usage! 
H Most heating systems use 
electricity in one way or another. 
Even an LP furnace uses electricity 
to run the fan that distributes the 
heat. In cold weather, that fan may 
run continuously, which will have an 
impact on your electric bill. 
# Space heaters can warm up a 

WE l_C D M E 
NEW MEMBERS 

Circle G Campground, Carthage 
Christa D & Keith D Duffie, Gladstone 

Sara L. & Travis Fortune, Niota 
Aaron K. & Deborah J. Fosdyck, Macomb 

Joe Funkhouser, Ft Madison, IA 
Kendall W. & Joanne C. Gallaher, Hamilton 

Shaun & Debra Grisham, Lomax 
Sig & Jeff Harpole, Bowen 

William G. & Deva R. Moulder, Niota 
Kevin C & Jeanne L. Rosenboom, LaHarpe 

Donald E & Diana Seitz, Gladstone 
Kimberly Thompson, Stronghurst 

Steven Thompson, Hamilton 
David Vogel, Nauvoo 

Stephen Weid, Plainfield, IN 
Tony Woodman, Niota 

L 

L 

cold garage or shed. Block heaters 
on engines or other equipment can 
insure an engine will start. However, 
they really can cost you to operate. 
U Winter means big holidays, 
such as Thanksgiving and Christ¬ 
mas. It also means more cooking, 
more baking, more laundry (more 
clothes drying!) and don’t forget 
Christmas lights! 

Shorter days and longer nights 
mean that lights stay on longer both 
inside and out. 
0 Chilly winter weather makes 
people cold when they come in¬ 
doors. There is nothing like a hot 
bath or shower to ward off a cold 
chill after being outside. Make sure 
your water heater is properly insu¬ 
lated and have it checked for leaks. 
# Electric blankets are another 
quick way to warm up, but it can 

affect your bill. 
Also, whenever a bill seems 

unusually “off,” we urge members 
to check read their meter, then 
compare it to the present read¬ 
ing that appears on their bill. If 
things still don’t add up, call 
our office. The problem may 
just be a misread meter. 

Efficient Computer Operation 
Reduce the cost of operation 
If you have a home computer, your puter and monitor after any period of 
■family may spend hours a day do¬ 
ing homework, checking e-mail or 
surfing the Web. Though computer 
equipment uses less electrical ener¬ 
gy than many other home applianc¬ 
es, there are a few things you can do 
to keep your computer’s electrical 
consumption to a minimum. 

Most types of computers use 
similar amounts of electricity. But 
monitors vary in their consumption 
depending on their size, with small 
screens using less. Compare the 
consumption figures of competing 
equipment when you next buy com¬ 
puter equipment. And be sure to look 
for the ENERGY STAR© logo as you 
shop because this is your assurance 
that your computer (9530-24) will 
use the minimum power necessary. 

Follow these tips to reduce the 
energy consumption and operating 
cost of your computer equipment: 
• Activate your computer’s sleep 
setting. This shuts down your corn- 

inactivity. This is the single most im¬ 
portant step you can take to reduce 
consumption, since most equipment 
uses almost no power during sleep. 
• If your printer doesn’t automati¬ 
cally sleep between jobs, shut it off 
manually when you’re not using it. 
• Don’t print any more documents 
than you need to, since printers use 
electricity, paper and ink or toner. Try 
reading documents on-screen and 
saving them to electronic files in¬ 
stead of printing and filing unimport¬ 
ant documents. 
• If you need to send documents to 
someone, send an e-mail. It’s quick¬ 
er, it saves energy and it doesn’t 
require postage. 

For more information on energy¬ 
saving computer equipment visit 
the Department of Energy ENERGY 
STAR© Web site at www.energystar. 
gov. 
Source: John Krigger, Saturn Re¬ 
source Management (www.srmi.biz) 
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