
NEWS 
In this issue... 

Energy Efficient Electric 
Heaters 16b 

New Breaker at Albion 
 16c 

Year Round Tree Pruning 
 l6d 

Do Phantom Powar Loads 
Haunt Your Homa? 

any modern 
devices 

I your home 
quiedygob- 

® ble-up electrici 
24 hours a day, 7 

days a week, while 
you may believe they are 

off. These phantom wast¬ 
ers include instant-on TVs, 
microwaves, gas ranges w/clocks 
and/or electric start burners, VCR/ 
DVD players, cordless phones, 
computers, scanners, printers, 
dust-busters, answering machines, 
chargeable flashlights or drills, vid¬ 
eo games, and coffee makers. 

A good rule of thumb: If it has 
a transformer cube on the end of 
the plug wire for the outlet- it’s 
consuming energy. These phantom 
devices use 0.2 to 0.5 amps on 
average. (Chargeable tools use as 
much as 2.0 amps.) This is equal to 
about 24-60 watts per hour. 

If you have 10 such devices 
in your home (and many people 
do) consuming 0.25 amps each x 
10= 2.5 amps. This is equal to 300 
watts/hour, or 216 kwh/month. In 
dollars and cents, that means you 
are spending $21.60 per month 
on these phantom devices (based 
upon a rate of $0.10 per kwh). 

Another electric cooperative in 
Illinois did a detailed case study at 
a home with 15 such devices. This 
home was consuming 246 kwh/ 
month with these devices alone, 
many of which were on standby just 
waiting to be used, but not actively 
in use all the time. That would be 
$24.60 per month on phantom de¬ 
vices (based upon $0.10 per kwh). 

Other types of phantom energy 
users include aerated septic sys¬ 
tems, ceiling fans, satellite receiv¬ 
ers with hard drives, plasma/high 
definition and LCD TVs. In a re¬ 
cent case study, an aerated septic 
system was found to be using 3.2 
amps = 384 watts/hour=276 kwh/ 

month, 
which 
would be 
$27.60 
per 
month 
(based 
upon $0.10 per kwh). 

Many people have multiple ceil¬ 
ing fans, which they run 24 hours 
a day. The number and run time 
can really add up to more energy 
use than you think, which may 
be detrimental in some cases, so 
use fans wisely. The average fan 
without lights uses 0.5 amps. In a 
case study four fans running 24 
hours per day= 2 amp load= 240 
watts/hour= 173 kwh/month. Based 
upon a rate of $0.10 per kwh, that’s 
$17.30 monthly for ceiling fans. 

Do you have a satellite receiver 
with a hard drive? An actual case 
measurement = 414 kwh/month, or 
$41.40 per month (based on $0.10 
per kwh). Big screen TVs can use as 
much power as a refrigerator. 

In the examples cited here, a 
member could have an electric bill 
over $100 a month BEFORE you 
even consider the energy used by 
heating, cooling, or water heating. 
Look around your house and see 
how many phantom power users 
you have. You might be surprised. 

Here’s an energy saving tip: 
Don’t just turn the phantom units 
off, unplug them when not in use. 
A power strip may make it easier 
for you to completely shut off the 
power to multiple devices with one 
switch. 
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Retirement Party for Lavern 
Baxter 

he cooperative will be hosting a reception in honor of La¬ 
vern Baxter on Thursday, January 26 from 1-5 p.m. in the 

board room of the Fairfield office. Baxter is retiring after 
serving the cooperative for more than 30 years as a member 
the vegetation management crew. There will be cake and 

punch served. All cooperative members and former employees are 
invited to drop in during the afternoon to greet Lavern and con¬ 
gratulate him on this milestone. 

Space Heaters Use Lots of Energy and 
Present a Risk 

TOP! Before 
^^^^^®rush out to the local 
^^P^^iardware store and 

buy an electric space 
heater, consider the ad¬ 

ditional amount of energy they 
consume and the safety risk of 
these heaters, especially around 
children. The U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission es¬ 
timates that more than 25,000 
residential fires every year are 
associated with the use of room 
(space) heaters. More than 300 
persons die in these fires. An 
estimated 6,000 people receive 
hospital emergency room care 
for burn injuries associated 
with contacting hot surfaces of 
space heaters, mostly in non-fire 
situations. Wayne-White Electric 
Cooperative recommends that if 
you need to subsidize your pres¬ 
ent heating system to keep an 
extra room comfortable, that you 
consider the Convect Air line of 
Convection Heaters sold at the 
cooperative office. 

Convect Air heaters mount 
safely on your wall about 4” or 

5” above the floor and evenly 
heat a room without the need 
for a fan or motor, thereby us¬ 
ing LESS energy and saving you 
money on your heating bill. The 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

natural ‘chimney effect” of the 
convection heat is quiet and safe 
around children. There is no 
open flame or exposed element 
to cause burns or combustion. 

“When we get a high bill 
complaint in the winter time, 
what we often discover is that 
the customer has added space 
heaters around 
their home and run 
them continuously, 
causing the power 
consumption to 
rise dramatically,” 
said Jerry Houser, 
Manager of Member Services. 
“With a Convect Air heater, you 
can heat a room and subsidize 
your present heating system with 
a more energy-efficient heater, 
because they work effectively 
without a fan or motor.” 

Convect Air heaters at 
Wayne-White range in price from 

$139 to $179 for the Apero mod¬ 
el. Stop by and see the Convect 
Air heaters at our Fairfield office 
and let us show you a laboratory 
study video that demonstrates 
the effectiveness of Convect Air 
convection heat vs. baseboard 

heaters and fan-forced space 
heaters. The difference may sur¬ 
prise you. 

■ JANUARY 2006 

cnnuECTM 
Energy Efficient Electric Heaters 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
PO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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We will feature two or three 
cooperative employees 

each month in a special em¬ 
ployee spotlight feature. 

New 69KVS 

Wavne-White 

tailed at Albion 
inemen recently installed a new 
69KV Breaker at the Albion sub¬ 

station. This new modern breaker 
■(shown being hoisted in position) 
replaces a very old unit (at left) that 

was taken out of service. 
The new breaker is smaller in size, weigh¬ 

ing only 3,500 lbs, but features modern tech¬ 
nology and digital relay equipment, allowing 
the system to protect faults on the 69,000 volt 
lines without an air compressor or mechanical 
relay, which was necessary in the operation of 
the previous bulky 10,000 lb breaker. 

The new breaker is also filled with SF6 gas, 
instead of the oil-filled design of the old break¬ 
er. It should provide many years of service to 
the cooperative. 

Denice Kin¬ 
ney is one of 
the friendly 
faces you 
see when 
you visit the 
main lobby 
of the Fair- 

field headquarters. Denice is a 
cashier at the front desk, and 
has been an employee of the 
cooperative for 6 years. She 
helps collect payments, prepare 
daily deposits, and process tree 
work orders and member dis¬ 
connects. 
Denice says that one of the 
favorite parts of her job is talk¬ 
ing with the elderly members 
of the cooperative when they 
come in to pay their bill be¬ 
tween the 1st and the 10th of 
each month. Prior to coming 
to WWCEC, Denice worked as 
a Veterinary Technician for a 
Veterinary Medical Center. She 
was born and raised in Fairfield 
and graduated from FCHS. She 

is married to Gerry Kinney, one 
of the Wayne-White linemen, and 
has two stepsons, Garry, who is 
serving in the U.S. Marines, and 
Keith, a sophomore at FCHS. 

Denice likes the outdoors 
and has a passion for horses. She 
has had the same two horses for 
13 years, and is currently teach¬ 
ing her 7-year old nephew, Da¬ 
vid, how to ride by himself. Her 
favorite vacation spot to visit has 
been Mt. Rushmore and the Bad¬ 
lands. 

Richard Atte- 
bery is a stak¬ 
ing engineer at 
Wayne-White. 
He has been 
an employee 
of the coopera¬ 

tive for almost 10 years. Richard 
enjoys working outside on his 
job, and meeting face-to-face 
with many customers. Richard 
answers a lot of questions for 
customers in the field, while 

designing ways to get new elec¬ 
trical service to them, or ex¬ 
panding their present electric 
service. 

Prior to joining WWCEC, 
Richard managed the electronic 
department at Fairfield Lumber 
for three years, and managed 
the Radio Shack department 
at Kincaid’s for 18 years. He 
grew up in Cisne and gradu¬ 
ated from Cisne High School. 
He and his wife, Liz, have been 
married for 22 years. Liz works 
for Airtex Products. They have 
three children. Their son, Cody, 
is 20. They have two daughters, 
J’ne is 17, and Paige is 15. 

Richard is an Amatuer 
Radio hobbyist, and enjoys 
talking to people all over the 
world. He is a member and 
Elder at Cumberland Presby¬ 
terian Church in Fairfield. He 
and his wife also enjoy follow¬ 
ing their daughters, who both 
play high school basketball. 
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Tree Pruning is a Year- 
Round Job 

ven though it is 
wintertime, the 

vegetation manage- 
tent crews at Wayne- 

White Electric are hard 
9 at work with on-going — 

circuit pruning along the 
3,300 miles of power lines on the 
cooperative system. Why do we do 
this? When trees and power lines 
tangle, you can expect the power 
to go out. The wind blows and 
branches rub against the electric 
lines (three blinks and out). Limbs 
break and fall onto lines causing a 
fuse to blow or a breaker to trip. 
Sometimes, the whole tree crashes 
through, taking down the wire 
and some poles too. 

Tree failures cannot always 
be predicted. But many tree-re¬ 
lated service interruptions can be 
avoided by identifying trees likely 
to fail and providing appropriate 
treatment before they do. 

In 2006, our tree crews 
will begin circuit pruning the 
Boyleston and Phillipstown sub¬ 

station circuits on our system. 
Remember, the vegetation man¬ 
agement crews are not out to 
harm the trees that you love so 
much. The tree-pruning meth¬ 
ods used by the cooperative are 
necessary for safe and reliable 
electric service. The utility arbor¬ 
ists at Wayne-White Electric will be 
happy to help you with an evalua¬ 
tion of your trees near our power 
lines. 

For more information about 
our methods of pruning and 
proper tree care, visit our Web site 
at www.WWCEC.com and click 
on “vegetation management.” You 
can also stop by the cooperative 
office and pick-up our brochure 
called “What about the trees?” 

on Wavna-White Web site 
Do you own a business or provide a 
service? Now you can effectively ADVER¬ 
TISE your business, church, or organiza¬ 
tion on the popular Wayne-White Web 
site “Business Directory.” For coopera¬ 
tive members, the cost is only $35 for a 
full-year of advertising on the Web site, 
which includes photos about your busi¬ 
ness, a complete 75-word description, e- 
mail link, map locator, and Web site link 
(if applicable). Your ad page is listed 
under four headings of your choice and 
also featured in rotation on the FRONT 
page of the Web site under the photo of 
the cooperative headquarters. The Web 
site receives an average of 2,000 “hits” 
per day from throughout our 11-county 
service area. Capitalize on this Web site 
traffic and promote your business, church, or organization on the 
Internet. Call Randy Olson in Member Services at 842-2196. Visit the 
Business Directory on our Web site at WWW.WWCEC.com. 
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WELCOME 
NEW COOPERATIVE 

■ Ames Oil Corp of Texas, 
Austin, TX 

■ Shem & Jill Barger, Fairfield 
■John D. Barrail, Wayne City 
■James Beeson, Cisne 
■ Bufay Oil Co. Inc., Mt. Vernon 
■ Laura Carlson, Albion 
■ Mark & Karen Collier, luka 
■ Shelly Cool, Fairfield 
■ Wayne & Bonnie Fender, 

Rinard 
■ Sylvia Ginestri, Wayne City 
■ Fritz & Kay Gunter, Dale 
■ Wesley Hedrick, Mt. Erie 
■ Hugo & Christine Hernandez, 

Albion 
■ Luke & Elizabeth Hilliard, Geff 
■ Wes Hinterscher, Albion 
■ Warren & Phyllis Howe, 

Sycmore 
■Josh King, Fairfield 
■ Karen Krahling, Carmi 
■ Christopher Lawrence, 

Wayne City 
■ Frank D. Newman, 

McLeansboro 
■ Patty L. Lewis, Flora 
■ Patty McMillan, Carmi 
■ Mark Malone, Dahlgren 
■ Kyle & Stephanie Martin, 

Springerton 
■ Mark Mendenhall, Bluford 
■Josh Millman, Olney 
■ Edward J. Miner, Wayne City 
■ Chris Moore, New Haven 
■ Shanon Nadeau, Rinard 
■ Carl G. Owens, Fairfield 
■ N. Dean Schnell, Noble 
■ Loyd & Cheryl Shelton, Geff 
■ Chris & Audra Spray, Albion 
■ Kristel Stilley, McLeansboro 
■ T & N Oil Co, Inc., Harrisburg 
■ Tabitha Taylor, Dahlgren 
■ William E. Walker, Cisne 
■ Tammi Withrow, Wayne City 
■ David P. Wolf, O’Fallon 



In this issue... 

Annual Meeting \e March 17th 

he Annual Meeting for the 
lembership of Wayne-White 

Counties Electric Cooperative 
will be held on Friday, March 17 

at Edwards County High School 
in Albion. The event will begin with 
dinner, served in the cafeteria 
from 5 p.m.-7 p.m., featuring pork 
chops and fish prepared by Max 
Weaver’s Big Boy BBQ. There will 
also be a variety of informational 

and product booths set-up in the 
gymnasium for members to visit. 
Entertainment will be provided. The 
business meeting will begin in the 
gymnasium at 7 p.m. The facilities 
at Edwards County High School are 
all ground floor, with no stairs or 
elevators for members to navigate. 
Members will receive an official an¬ 
nual meeting notice booklet in the 
next few weeks. 
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Employees Receive Service Awards 

Johnson Begins 
Duties as New 

Manager of Finance 

Bruce 
Johnson 

of Wayne City 
was recently 
selected 
from a field 
of highly 

qualified candidates, as the 
new Manager of Finance and 
Office Services at Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. He began his duties at the 
cooperative on January 3, 
2006. Johnson was a CPA with 
Botsch & Associates (formerly 
Kemper CPA) in Carmi, where 
he worked since 1997. He 
has double B.S. degrees in Ac¬ 
counting and Finance, as well 
as an M.S. degree in Account¬ 
ing from SIU Carbondale. 

He and his wife, Regina, 
live in the Wayne City area, 
are cooperative members, 
and have five children. Their 
daughter, Whitney, is a student 
at Rend Lake College. Their 
son Brandyn, 12, and daughter 
Courtney, 8, both attend Wayne 
City Grade School. They also 
have a 28-month old adopted 
daughter from China named 
Destiney. The Johnson’s have 
an older son Ryan, 22, who is 
married and attends school at 
SIU Edwardsville. 

“Fm excited about this 
opportunity,” said Johnson, 
“Wayne-White is a time-tested, 
well established organization 
with a team environment. I am 
thrilled to join the team and 
provide services on behalf of 
the membership.” 

These Wayne-White employees 
were recognized with service 

awards during the recent Coop¬ 
erative Christmas Dinner, held 
at the Windsor Oaks in Grayville. 
Pictured L-R: CEO Daryl Donjon, 
Steve Spicer 25 years, Joe Molt 
35 years, Lindy Simpson 5 years, 
Jim Gifford 15 years, Dennis 
Estes 5 years, Tavern Baxter 30 
years, Richard Windland 25 years, 

Zach Cos- 
ton, an 

employee 
of the veg¬ 
etation 
manage¬ 
ment crew 
at Wayne- 
White Coun¬ 

ties Electric Cooperative, is being 
deployed to Iraq this month 
(February) to serve with his Army 
Reserve unit. Coston has served 
as a member of the Army Reserve 
for about 5 V2 years. During this 
time, he has made short trips for 
training and maneuvers at bases 
in Georgia, Minnesota, Maryland, 
Wisconsin, Alabama, Tennessee, 
and Kentucky. This will be the 
first time that Coston has been 
deployed overseas in an actual 
military involvement. 

The deployment begins with 
training in Indiana, followed by 

Board President Andy Glover, 
Jeff Zurliene 10 years, and Earl 
Young 15 years. Not pictured, 
but receiving recognition were 
Stan Garner 30 years and Carl 
McKibben 25 years. (Joe Molt 
has actually provided 38 years 
of service to the cooperative - he 
was recognized with a 33-year 
service award that he should have 
previously received.) 

a short stop in Kuwait, before 
moving into an assigned loca¬ 
tion in Iraq. Coston’s assign¬ 
ment is expected to be that 
of gunman aboard one of the 
armored humvees. His deploy¬ 
ment in Iraq could be as long as 
18 months. Zach’s wife, Tylar, is 
a teacher at Geff Grade School. 
Employees of the cooperative 
hosted a luncheon in honor of 
Zach at the Fairfield headquar¬ 
ters on January 6. 

“All of us at the coopera¬ 
tive admire Zach’s courage and 
commitment to serve our coun¬ 
try,” said Daryl Donjon, CEO. 
“Upon his return from Iraq, 
Zach will be eligible for re-em¬ 
ployment at WWCEC under 
terms of the Uniform Services 
Employment and Re-Employ¬ 
ment Rights Act. We wish him 
well, and our thoughts and 
prayers will be with him.” 

Cooperative Employee Deployed to Iraq 
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Meet Your 
Directors 
Andy Glover, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors 
This month we begin a series of 
profiles about each of the current 
members of the WWCEC Board of 
Directors (much like the employee 
spotlight feature) 

ndy Glover is the cur¬ 
rent Chairman of the 

Board of Directors. He 
has served on the board 

since 2005. He cites the 
opportunity to work with 
everyone in the cooperative 

family as the thing he likes best 
about serving on the board. 

Andy is also active in other 
organizations. He is the Chair¬ 
man of the Wayne, White, and 
Hamilton County Extension Ad¬ 
visory Board; a member of the 

Wayne County Fair Board; and he 
sits on the Wayne White County 
Ag Literacy Board. Glover is a 
member of the West United Meth¬ 
odist Church and attends the Mt. 
Erie Christian Church. 

Andy is the owner and opera¬ 
tor of ICS Consulting Service LLC. 
ICS employs four to 15 people 
throughout the year. They sell 
five different lines of GPS lightbar, 
yield monitors, AgCam System, 
GPS soil testing, and QA inspec¬ 
tions for seed companies. Glover 
is also a salesman for WSF Fire 
Rescue selling E-One fire trucks. 
Each November he spends time in 
show management for the North 
American Quarter Horse Show in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Scholarship Applications 
Roach New High 

pplications for the 
(IEC) Illinois Electric 

Cooperative college 
scholarships reached 

a new high benchmark 
from the high school stu¬ 

dents in the Wayne-White service 
area according to RandyOlson, 
Member Services Representative. 
“We saw a 62 percent increase 
in scholarship applications 
this year over last year, mainly 
because we made a conscious 
effort to get out and promote 
the program face-to-face with 
high school counselors, as well 
as provide on-going promotion 
of the program on our Wayne- 
White Web site and in the Illi¬ 
nois Country Living Magazine,” 
said Olson. “The number of 
scholarships awarded statewide 
is being increased to five this 
year, plus the financial amount 
was increased to $1,250 per 
scholarship, which probably 
added to the rise in interest.” 
Olson added that this year’s 
statewide winners will be noti¬ 
fied by May 1, 2006. 

The deadline for applica¬ 
tions was January 1. Olson en¬ 
courages any high school junior 
in the 11-county area served by 
Wayne-White to make a note to 
see their counselor next year, 
and apply for the scholarships 
during their Senior year. “We 
would love to see students from 
our cooperative area win some 

of these scholarships,” said Ol¬ 
son. “You can’t win if you don’t 
apply.” The annual IEC scholar¬ 
ships are awarded through the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfield. 
Students compete for the five 

scholarships along with students 
from other cooperatives from 
throughout Illinois. The $1,250 
scholarship award can be used at 
the student’s school of choice. 

Wayne-White 
Counties Electric 

Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
RO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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new year is upon us. 
After the holidays, an old 

saying is that “It’s time to 
get down to business.” Your 

cooperative has been doing 
just that. After becoming your 

rnew C.E.O. on September 27, 
2005,1 wrote an article identifying the 
short term and long term goals based 
on my initial observations. Here is an 
update of where we are. 

■ Short-term goals 
I indicated that the two primary short¬ 
term goals would be improving em¬ 
ployee relationships and morale along 
with analyzing the financial condition 
of the cooperative. As far as employee 
relationships and morale is concerned, 
what I suspected is true. Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative has 
an exceptional group of dedicated 
employees. All of the employees have 
stepped up under difficult times and 
I believe that we are making strides 
toward returning to the family atmo¬ 
sphere that this organization had in 
the past. We were fortunate to hire 
Bruce Johnson, a cooperative member 
who lives south of Wayne City, as our 
new Manager of Financial Services. 
Bruce is a C.EA., has a Masters Degree 
in Accounting, and will have a major 
impact in improving office efficiencies. 

As far as analyzing the financial 
condition, it is true that our debt is too 
high, interest expense will increase 
approximately $400,000 in 2006, and, 
although we appear to have a good 
power supply contract, there may be 
some unexpected exposure to power 
cost increases. Even so, our preliminary 
budget projects no rate increase in 
2006. The budget also projects the abil¬ 
ity to reduce our debt by approximately 
$2,000,000 with very little, if any, ad¬ 
ditional long-term borrowing. We must 
remember, however, that a budget is 
just that, a look at 2006 using various 
assumptions. Although we do have the 
ability in the budget to control some 
expenses, the major assumption in a 
budget for a rural electric cooperative 
is always the projected revenue created 

From The Desk 
Of The CEO... 
Daryl Donjon, CEO/General Manager 

through kwh sales, which is largely 
dependent on weather. 

The budget does not include 
a return of patronage capital to the 
membership. The consensus is that the 
best use of any available cash under the 
existing financial situation is to reduce 
the cooperative’s long-term debt. 

■ Long-term Goals 
The long-term goal of Wayne- 

White Electric is to develop a 10-year 
financial forecast, encompassing what 
is in the best interest of the member- 
owners. Although this is easy to iden¬ 
tify, it can be difficult to achieve. The 
good news is that you have a Board 
of Directors, members like you, who 
are dedicated to achieving this goal. 
Additionally, we are afforded the time 
to do it right. Although the hope is to 
have such a plan in place by July 1, 
2006, we actually have up to a year to 
properly debate the issues. Issues that 
need to be fully debated include debt 
to equity ratio, long-term capital plant 
additions, the proper maintenance 
plan related to system reliability, along 
with the proper way to implement 
future rate increases. We also need to 
debate short-term gain versus long¬ 
term pain. I feel confident that the 
end result will be a long-term financial 
plan that is in fact in the best interest 
of you, our member-owners. 

Finally, I make the following ap¬ 
peal to you as a member-owner of the 
organization. A lawsuit was filed and 
is in process regarding the activities 
of the past. Although the timeframe of 
the final result is unknown, the issues 
of the past will eventually be resolved. 
At this point, I certainly am, and ask 
you to, focus to the future. Give my¬ 
self and the Board of Directors the 
time to do things right. We have the 
ability and desire to make you proud 
of Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative. We promise to com¬ 
municate the long-term plan to you, 
the member-owners. Although you 
may agree or disagree, I promise to 
tell you the truth about the way I see 
things. Moving on is what is best for 
everyone involved with Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative. 

Sincerely, 
Daryl Donjon 
CEO/General Manager 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING FEBRUARY 2006 

■ Jeff Akin, Crossville 
■ Zachary S. Allen, Carmi 
■ Peter & Marcy Anderson, 

Wayne City 
■ Lora & Dustin Bishop, 

Norris City 
■ Jennifer Brown, Calhoun 
■ Kim Broyles, Geff 
■ Jesse Callahan, Wayne City 
■ Chad Campbell, Dahlgren 
■ John & Pam Carrell, 

McLeansboro 
■ Jackie Carter, Bridgeport 
■ Eugene Conner, Grayville 
■ Dartt Services LLC, Carmi 
■ Nancy L. Davis, Belle Rive 
■ Mandra Denham, 

McLeansboro 
■ Scott Folz, Mt. Vernon, IN 
■ Terry L. Hall, Norris City 
■ Joseph H. Hanley, Fairfield 
■ Anthony Hargrove, Bluford 
■ Dennis Hite, Carmi 
■ Kenneth & Jacqueline Janik, 

Grayville 
■ Terry & Sandra Johnson, 

Fairfield 
■ Kay Ann McMillin, Key West, FL 
■ Steven & Jenny McSweeney, 

McLeansboro 
■ Steven Manning, Belle Rive 
■ Robert & Patricia MidKiff, Carmi 
■ Greg & Donna Murdach, Bluford 
■ Ronald & Debra Parton, 

Loxahatchee, FL 
■ Doris L. Patton, Sims 
■ Kyle Pipher, Mt. Erie 
■ Brandy D. Pontious, Wayne City 
■ Jodi & Jared Poole, Bt. Prairie 
■ Matthew C. Powell, Carmi 
■ Patrick & Pam Rankin, Grayville 
■ Dale Schneider, Mt. Vernon, IN 
■ David S. Slagle, McLeansboro 
■ Mike & Leslie Speir, Albion 
■ Timothy & Karen Thompson, 

Crossville 
■ Wheeler Creek Grain, 

cLeansboro 
■ Roger Winter, Carmi 
■ Donald & Virginia Witter, Fairfield 
■ Michael Wood, Fairfield 
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In this issue... 

Board Chairman Andy Glover 

he annual membership 
meeting is scheduled for 

March 17, 2006, at Edwards 
County High School in Albi¬ 

on. As a result, it is appropri¬ 
ate at this time to inform you of 

the activities of your board of direc¬ 
tors over the last year. 

2004 Audit 
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel from 

Carbondale performed an audit to 
determine the accuracy of the end- 
of-year 2004 balance sheet and the 
related consolidated statements 
of revenue, patronage capital and 
cash flows. The audit is performed 
under generally accepted auditing 
standards to obtain reasonable as¬ 

surance about whether the financial 
statements are free of material mis¬ 
statement. The auditor presented 
the report to the Board of Directors 
on April 28, 2005, with the opinion 
that the 2004 Financial Statements 
represented fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of 
Wayne-White as of December 31, 
2004. 

Forensic Audit and Lawsuit 
After review of the financial au¬ 

dit, the board authorized another 
firm, BKD, LLP to perform a foren¬ 
sic audit to do a detailed review of 
expenses and activities to determine 
any potential mismanagement of 

B Continued on l6d 

Entertainment, 
Information Booths 
and Great Meal 

The 2006 Annual Meeting of 
the Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative promises 
something for everyone at Ed¬ 
wards County High School in Albi¬ 
on. A delicious pork chop and fish 
dinner will be served to the mem¬ 
bership at 5 p.m., prepared by 
Max Weaver’s Big Boy Barbeque. 
Information booths in the gym 
have been expanded this year and 

will include healthcare information 
from area hospitals, high-speed 
Internet service providers and 
numerous products and services 
offered by the cooperative. There 
will be drawings for many door 

prizes, including items for chil¬ 
dren. Gospel music entertainment 
will be provided by One Voice. The 

business meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
See you there! 

Annual Meeting 
March 17 

High speed Internet 
availability.. I6b-c 

Top 10 reasons to 
visit our Web site .. 
 I6d 
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WELCOME 
NEW COOPERATIVE 

MEMBERS 

WSSm. HI “ ' 1 

i Fonda & Dean Braddock, luka 

i Betty Lou Buckner, 

McLeansboro 

sjohn & Carisa Cerajewski, 

Dahlgren 

i Evansville Western Railway, 

Inc., Paducah, KY 

i Elaine Godina, Wayne City 

i Lisa Hatfield, Carmi 

i Jesse & Rosetta Hutchcraft, 

Carmi 

i Walter & Lisa Johnson, Wayne 

City 

i Litton Loan Servicing, 

Houston, TX 

i Scott Lusby Bluford 

i Adam Rock, Carmi 

ii Amanda Seymour, Wayne City 

! Wabash/Edwards County 

Engineering, Mt. Carmel 

t Edward & Sheryl Waid, Haines 

City, FL 

i David & Donna Wheeler, 

Wayne City 

i Christal Wiggins, Wayne City 

i Carla Williams, Mill Shoals 

Wayne-White 
Counties Electric 

Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
P.O. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.WWCEC.com 

embers of the 
cooperative often 

ask about the avail¬ 

ability of high-speed 

Internet service for 
their home or busi¬ 

ness, especially since so many 

people now have home-based 

businesses or offices. While 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 

Cooperative does not provide 
Internet service, we have done 

detailed research on behalf 

of our members to determine 
where high-speed Internet ser¬ 

vice exists within our 11-coun- 
ty area, and where to obtain 

that service. 

The reason is simple. We 
want our members to be able 

to enjoy the same benefits and 

quality of life as the person liv¬ 
ing on Main Street USA. High¬ 

speed Internet connectivity 
gives you the opportunity to 

do things online such as down¬ 
load family photos and home 
movies, watch live sporting 
events, download music, build 

Web sites, sell items on Ebay, 
play video games, and research 

interactive Web sites for school 
projects and homework. All of 
which are virtually impossible 

with simple dial-up connec¬ 

tions. 

Unlike residents of other 

states who are provided de¬ 

tailed vendor lists and coverage 

maps of high-speed Internet 

service providers, Illinois 

residents are forced to go on 
a scavenger hunt to uncover 

the availability of high-speed 

Internet service providers, par¬ 
ticularly in the rural areas. Most 

of the major telephone carriers 

like SBC and Verizon have con¬ 

centrated their high-speed DSL 

efforts on larger towns and cit¬ 

ies, leaving the rural population 
to fend for themselves. 

This is eerily similar to what 
took place in the 1930s when 

electricity first became available 

to rural America. At that time, 
the privately held power com¬ 

panies were only concerned 
with serving the densely popu¬ 

lated areas. You know the rest 

of the story.. .that’s why Wayne- 
White Electric Cooperative and 

hundreds of other cooperatives 
still exist today in our nation. 

DSL vs. Wireless: DSL stands 
for Digital Subscriber Line and 
uses a specially prepared phone 
line to provide digital high¬ 
speed service through a modem 
connected to your computer. 
The advantage is that the user 
can still talk on the telephone 
even though the line might also 

be used for high-speed Internet 

connectivity at the same time. 

The disadvantage of DSL is 

the fact that you must have a 

landline phone line in the first 

place to be able to utilize DSL if 
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By Randy Olson 

it’s available in your area. Since 
more and more people are 
going all cell phone at home 
and replacing their landline, 
this may not be the option you 
desire. It’s important to note 
that simply having a phone line 
does not guarantee the avail¬ 
ability of DSL. The line must be 
DSL ready. You can check the 
status of your line through your 
local phone company or an 
Internet service provider listed 
below. 

Wireless has advantages in 
that you do not need to have a 
phone line for access. The dis¬ 
advantage is that you may not 
be in close proximity to a wire¬ 
less tower for access. If all else 
fails, there is one more option: 
Wild Blue Satellite Internet Ser¬ 
vice. It is higher in cost than the 
other options, but is available 
just about everywhere through 
Hamilton County Communica¬ 
tions in Dahlgren. 

Our member service area 
reaches into parts of 11 coun¬ 
ties in southern Illinois. As a 
result, there are many different 
phone companies and wireless 
vendors with the potential to 
offer high-speed Internet ser¬ 
vice to you, depending upon 
where you live. In some in¬ 
stances, you may have as many 
as three choices. In other lo¬ 
cales it may only be one choice 
or none at all. 

We have researched the nine 
major providers of high¬ 
speed Internet service in the 
11-county area. Here is what 
we know for sure: 
Veri2on offers limited DSL service 
to the Fairfield and Carmi area. 
Not everyone in those zip codes 
can obtain it. For availability, visit 
www.Verizon.net and plug in your 
phone number. 

Wabash Independent Network 
(WIN), a division of Wabash Tele¬ 
phone now offers DSL service to 
phone customers on each of their 
exchanges, which includes the 
communities and telephone pre¬ 
fixes of Bone Gap, Browns, Cisne, 
Crisp, Geff, Johnsonville, Mt. Erie, 
Orchardville and Xenia. Call 847- 
7742. 

Gill’s Sales & Service, doing 
business as Fairfield Wireless, of¬ 
fers high-speed wireless Internet 
service to Fairfield, Golden Gate, 
Albion, Grayville, Mill Shoals, 
Springerton, Calvin, Jasper and 
parts of Geff. They are also ex¬ 
panding to other rural areas, 
which will be announced soon. 
Call 847-7066. 

Hamilton County Communica¬ 
tions offers limited DSL service to 
many of their telephone custom¬ 
ers with prefixes in Belle Prarie, 
Belle Rive, Blairsville, Broughton, 
Dale, Dahlgren and Macedonia. 
They also now have wireless In¬ 
ternet service available in Enfield, 
Norris City and Mcleansboro. If 

you are not eligible for DSL or 
wireless, they are also a dealer 
representative for Wild Blue Sat¬ 
ellite Internet service. Call (800) 
447-8725. 

MVN.net, known as Mount Ver- 
non.net offers wireless Internet 
service to Wayne City Visit their 
Web site at www.mvn.net or call 
244-6868. 

Clearwave Communications 
offers limited DSL to Albion, 
Carmi, Fairfield and Olney phone 
prefixes. For more info visit 
www.Clearwave.com. 

Earthlink.net offers limited DSL 
on a variety of local phone com¬ 
pany DSL ready lines in southern 
Illinois. For availability visit 
www.Earthlink.net. 

Shawneelink.net offers DSL 
to the Crossville area on phone 
lines that are DSL ready. For 
availability visit 
www.Shawneelink.net. 

Bspeedy.com offers wireless 
service to the Clay City and 
Noble area. For more info 
visit www.bspeedy.com. 

We hope this information 
is helpful to you. Be sure 
to visit our Web site 
for regular updates 
on other informa- j 
tion that is vital to 
the interest of the 
Wayne-White Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative member¬ 
ship. Our Web site is 
www.WWCEC.com. 

mm. 
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Top 10 Reasons to Visit 
the Wayne-White Web site: 

1. Energy saving tips, cal¬ 
culators, heating and cool¬ 
ing options, current rate 
structure and vegetation 
management info. 
2. Products and services 
offered by the cooperative 
including Convect Air heat¬ 
ers, security lights, hot wa¬ 
ter heaters and more. 
3. Free classified ads where 
you can buy or sell items 
online and even include a 
photo. 
4. Read area newspapers 
online from our Web site, 
including the Evansville 
Courier, Southern 

■ Continued from 16a 

the company. As a result of the 
forensic audit, the board decided 
that it was in the best interest of 
the membership to file a lawsuit 
against the former C.E.O. and 
former C.F.O. The forensic audit 
is available for review at the co¬ 
operative office by any coopera¬ 
tive member. The final results 
of the lawsuit will hopefully re¬ 
solve the issues of the past. The 
former C.E.O. has petitioned to 
move the lawsuit to federal court 
and that determination is cur¬ 
rently in progress. 

Hiring of New C.E.O. 
After a period of using an 

interim CEO the board hired 
Daryl Donjon, who began his 
duties on September 27, 2005, as 
the new CEO. Daryl has 29 years 
of experience in the electric 
cooperative industry7, including 
nine years as a General Manager/ 
CEO at an electric cooperative in 
Indiana. 

Short-Term Priorities 

Illinoisan, Decatur-Herald and 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Up¬ 
dated daily. 
5. Sports headlines and sto¬ 
ries updated daily from area 
newspapers, as well as direct 
feeds from ESPN. 
6. Check the weather radar 
and forecast at the click of a 
mouse. 
7. Daily devotion and parent¬ 
ing tips updated daily. 
8. Business directory featur¬ 
ing photos and detail informa¬ 
tion about many businesses in 
our 11-county service area. If 
you own a 

business or service, you can 
advertise here too. 
9- Up-to-date information 
about the cooperative added 
each week including an event 
calendar, scholarship and 
grant info and more. 
10. Extensive game room with 
lots of fun interactive games 
for you to play at your leisure. 

Make us your homepage and 
visit often at 
www.WWCEC.com. 

The short-term goals of the 
new C.E.O were to improve em¬ 
ployee morale and relationships 
in general and to develop a com¬ 
fort level with the accuracy of 
the December 31, 2005, financial 
position of the cooperative. The 
board believes that success has 
been achieved in both of these 
areas. 

Goals for 2006 
The first priority for 2006 

was a budget and work-plan. 
The proposed 2006 budget rep¬ 
resents very good news for the 
cooperative member-owners. 
Although budgets are not abso¬ 
lute because of uncontrollable 
conditions, particularly weather, 
the proposed budget projects 
no rate increase in 2006, with 
no borrowing anticipated while 
we reduce our debt by $2 mil¬ 
lion dollars. The major goals for 
the remainder of 2006 include 
review of current rates, a com¬ 
plete policy review, and the de¬ 
velopment of a 10-year financial 

forecast, with continuous com¬ 
munication to you, our member- 
owners. 

Board of Directors Commit¬ 
ment 

The Board of Directors of 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative is made up of mem¬ 
bers just like you, who strive to 
do what is best overall for the 
entire membership. We will have 
spirited debates of the issues and 
although we recognize that we 
have a very experienced and sea¬ 
soned C.E.O. currently serving 
the organization, your board will 
not be a rubber stamp. We hope 
to see many of you at the annual 
meeting on March 17. 

Andy Glover, 

Insufficient Checks 

Effective March 1, 2006, the 
fee for insufficent checks has 
increased from $10 to $20. 
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Lower Your 'Federal Tax and 
Energy Fill at the Fame Time 

he Energy Policy Act of 
2005 signed by President 
Bush, provides federal tax 

credits of up to $500 for 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 

Cooperative members who make 
certain energy efficient upgrades 

to their homes. Additional benefits of 
participating in the program will include 
lower home energy bills, increased in¬ 
door comfort and reduced air pollution. 
What is a tax credit? 

A tax credit is a claim on your fed¬ 
eral income tax form at the end of the 
year. The credit increases the tax refund 
you receive or decreases the amount 
of taxes you have to pay. A tax credit 
is more valuable than a similar size tax 
deduction. A tax credit reduces your 
federal income tax by 100 percent of the 
amount of credit. 
Who is eligible for the tax credits? 

Anyone who installs the eligible im¬ 
provements in or on the their principle 
residence in the United States between 
January 1, 2006 and December 31, 
2007. 

improvements are eligible? 
• Insulation, exterior doors or pig¬ 
mented metal roofs: 10 percent of the 
total cost, up to $500. Duct sealing and 
weather stripping or foam sealants may 
also qualify for the credit, depending on 
the IRS rules. 
• Central air conditioners, heat pumps 

or water heaters: up to $300 towards 
the full purchase price. 
Furnaces or boilers: up to $150 towards 
the full purchase price, and/or $50 for a 
furnace with an efficient air-circulating 
fan. 
• Exterior windows (including sky¬ 
lights): 10 percent of the total cost, up 
to $200. 

What are the equipment specifications 
needed for the tax credit? 
• Windows, doors and insulation 
must meet the requirements of the In¬ 
ternational Energy Conservation Code 
(IECC) a model energy code for build¬ 
ings. In some cases this may be higher 
than the Energy Star code. 
• Metal roofs must have pigmented 

coatings that meet Energy Star require¬ 
ments. 
• Heating and cooling equipment must 
meet stringent efficiency standards and 
not all Energy Star products will qualify. 
Central air conditioners must have a 
seasonal energy efficiency ratio (SEER) 
minimum of 15 and an energy efficiency 
ratio (EER) minimum of 12.5. Electric 
heat pumps must be 15 SEER and 13 
EER with a heating seasonal perfor¬ 
mance factor (HSPF) of at least 9. Geo¬ 
thermal heat pumps must meet current 
Energy Star criteria. For a closed-loop 
system, a 14.1 EER and a coefficient 
of performance (COP) of at least 3.3. 
In addition the geothermal heat pumps 
must include a desuperheater, which 
helps heat water or an integrated water 
heating system. Natural gas, propane or 
oil burning water heaters must have an 
energy factor (EE) of at least 0.80. Only 
some tankless water heaters meet this 
standard. As we have discussed before, 
tankless heaters can be quite effective in 
point of use applications, however, their 
use as the central source of hot water in a 
residence should be carefully considered. 
We do not recommend them for such 
an application. (See our article in the 
November 2005 issue of Illinois Country 
Living Magazine)  
When are the tax credits available? 

The home improvement tax cred¬ 
its apply for improvements “placed in 
service” from January 1, 2006, through 
December 31, 2007. “Placed in service” 
means installed not purchased. This bill 
was signed by President Bush on August 
8, 2005 and is now in effect. 

For more information, contact 
Wayne-White at (618) 842-2196 or 
check out our Web site at www. WW- 
CEC.com 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
P.O. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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Crewe Cuey With 
Expaneion Near 
Johneonville 

rews from Wayne-White 
have been busy assist¬ 
ing Marathon-Pipeline, 

LLC. Company with a 
In major expansion at their 

Johnsonville substation. In 
the photos above, crews set a new 

steel pole in place just outside the 
perimeter fence at the pipeline facili¬ 

ty before beginning work to establish 
power connections on the large steel 
substation grid (in the background). 
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and he has enjoyed trying to contrib¬ 

ute in guiding the cooperative into 

the future. 

Williams is a farmer and does ev¬ 

erything from designing his own sub¬ 

surface irrigation system, to creating 

unique farm rental agreements. Jerry 

and his wife, Betty, live near Carmi. 

*' ■■ erry Williams has been 

iQpH a member of the Board 

of Directors at Wayne- 

White Counties Electric 

V Cooperative since 2005. 

He said the experience has 

already given him a better under¬ 

standing of the cooperative situation 

Jerry Williams, 
Board Member, 
District #6 

Meet Your 
Directors' 

They have been married almost 29 

years and have two daughters. 

Amy, 26, is a Research Techni¬ 

cian for Agriliant Genetics, working 

with corn breeding. She has earned 

her Master’s Degree. Amy set the 

school record for the hammer throw 

while attending Murray State Univer¬ 

sity. 

Daughter Teressa, 24, also has 

a Master’s Degreee and is currently 

looking for employment. 

The Williams family has always 

attended the Georgia General Bap¬ 

tist Church. In fact, Jerry and Betty 

were married there. The farm and 

family occupies much of Jerry’s time 

when he is not in the Wayne-White 

boardroom. He enjoys attending his 

nephew’s ballgames and hunting deer 

with Amy and her grandfather. They 

have collected some wonderful tro¬ 

phies, which now hang on their walls. 

ne-White We will feature two or 

three cooperative 

employees each month in a 

special employee spotlight 

feature. 

Dennis Estes 

Dennis Estes is 

a staking engineer 

at Wayne-White. 

He has been an 
employee of the 

Cooperative for six 

years. He enjoys meeting customers 

at the job site and designing their 

service entrance or upgrades based 

upon what they want and need. He 

also works with reconversions, which 

involve retiring old lines in fields and 

designing new lines along the road. 

Prior to joining WWCEC, Den¬ 

nis worked in electrical maintenance 

at Hella Electronics in Flora. He 

attended Ramsey High School. He 

and his wife, Tammy, have 5-year-old 

triplets, Derek, Brian and Samantha. 

In his spare time, Dennis enjoys 

officiating boys and girls basketball 

games, which he has done for 17 

years. In the summer, the family en¬ 

joys fishing, boating and camping. 

His favorite place to vacation is going 

to Keystone, Colorado to snow ski. 

Jeff Zurliene 

Jeff Zurliene has 

been a warehouse¬ 

man at Wayne- 

White for 11 years. 

Prior to WWCEC, 

Jeff worked in farm¬ 

ing, farm construction and a variety 

of propane-related services. He grew 

up in Fairfield, attended Fairfield 

Community High School and re¬ 

ceived an Associate’s Degree at Wa¬ 

bash Valley College in Mt. Carmel. 

Jeff has been married for 12 years 

to Janette (Carter). She is head of the 

Math department at Edwards County 

High School and recently completed 

the requirements to become a princi¬ 

pal. They have three grandchildren, 

Miranda, 9, Jeffrey, 4, and Garion, 1 

Vi. Jeff has two grown children, Ai- 

mee, 25, andTJ. (Tim), 23. 
Jeff enjoys playing with the 

grandchildren, watching sports 

events and spending time with his 

wife. He is a member of St. Edwards 

Catholic Church in Fairfield and cur¬ 

rently serves as chairman of the Parish 

Council. He is also involved with 

the local Masonic Lodge and Wayne 

County Shrine Club. Jeff is an avid 

cook, and enjoys making homemade 

candy and chocolates. His favorite 

vacation spot has been an Alaskan 

cruise in 2003. In the future, Jeff and 

his wife hope to make a trip to Argen¬ 

tina to visit a foreign exchange stu¬ 

dent that they hosted in their home 

10 years ago. 
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■ Fonda & Dean Braddock, luka 
■ Betty Lou Buckner, McLeansboro 
■ John & Carisa Cerajewski, 

Dahlgren 
■ Evansville Western Railway, INC., 

Paducah, KY 
■ Elaine Godina, Wayne City 
■ Lisa Hatfield, Carmi 
■ Jesse & Rosetta Hutchcraft, Carmi 
■ Walter & Lisa Johnson, 

Wayne City 
■ Litton Loan Servicing, 

Houston, TX 
■ Scott Lusby, Bluford 
■ Adam Rock, Carmi 
■ Amanda Seymour, Wayne City 
■ Wabash /Edwards County 

Engineering, Mt. Carmel 
■ Edward & Sheryl Waid, 

Haines City, FL 
■ David & Donna Wheeler, 

Wayne City 
■ Christal Wiggins, Wayne City 
■ Carla Williams, Mill Shoals 

Cool Your Home 
ool Your Home With 
Ceiling Fans. 

A ceiling fan is a styl- 
ish way to increase the 

v comfort of your home with¬ 
out turning up the air condi¬ 

tioner. The breeze created by a 
ceiling fan can make a 79 degree room 
feel like 72 degrees for just pennies a 
day. 

When buying a ceiling fan you 
have to consider the size of the room 
first. For rooms up to 100 square feet, 
buy a 36-inch fan. A 42-inch fan will 

\N\th Ceiling Fans 
cool rooms up to 144 square feet. For 
rooms up to 225 square feet buy a 48- 
inch and a 52-inch fan for rooms up 
to 400 square feet. For rooms longer 
than 18 feet consider buying two me¬ 
dium size fans. 

Fans should be hung near the mid¬ 
dle of the room, close to where people 
gather and at least 7 feet from the 
floor. The blades should be at least 24 
inches from the ceiling and the walls. 
For more information on ceiling fans 
visit your local home center. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperaive Offers 

i&y r-?y 

Marathnn 
WATER HEATERS 

You asked and we listened. After several requests, 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative proudly 
offers the Marathon water heater. 

Why Marathon? 
Because we believe, if you want your water heater to give you 
years of service, you must get one that will stand the test of time. 

Marathon offers a life-time no-leak warranty, guaranteed to last 
you as long as you own your home. This will save you the future 
expense of buying a replacement heater and having it installed. 

Imy Because it has a plastic tank, the Marathon will not rust 
. or corrode. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative offers 
members a $100 rebate on Marathon Water heaters. 
You can buy the 50-gallon model for $380, and the 
80-gallon model for $500. (Price includes the rebate.) 
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NEWS 
In this issue... 

Cooperative is Offering Blower 
Door Testing to Members  16b 

Top 10 Essay Finalists  ..16c 

Meet Your Directors  . 16c 

Energ}’ Use Brochure  l6d 

Budget Billing is Available.. I6d 

Large Turnout for 69th 

Annual Meeting 
r-hree incumbent direc- 
fors won re-election to the 
Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative board during the 
69* annual meeting of the coopera¬ 
tive at Edwards County High School 
in Albion. The only contested race 
was in District 5, where incumbent 

Danny Rose defeated businessman 
Jerry Carter by a margin of 212 to 
182 votes from the registered mem¬ 
bers in attendance for the election. 
Marion McDowell was re-elected in 
an uncontested race in District 7, 
while Larry Hosselton was re-elected 
in an uncontested race in District 1. 

Continued on page 16b 
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More than 800 people enjoyed 
a delicious pork chop and fish din¬ 
ner prepared by Max Weaver’s Big 
Boy Bar-B-Que. There were also 
numerous vendor booths in the 
gymnasium including high-speed 
Internet service providers, area 
hospital and medical services, geo¬ 
thermal dealers and products and 
services offered by the cooperative. 

Gospel music entertainment was 
provided by the group “One Voice,” 
and Wayne-White linemen also pro¬ 
vided a live-line demonstration to 
emphasize the importance of safety 
around power lines. Additional 
photos from the annual meeting 
are posted on the cooperative Web 
site at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com 

Continued from page 16a 

Cooperative 
is Offering 

Slower 
Door Testing 
to Members 

Wayne-White 
Counties 

Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
P.O. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 

8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
Web address: 

www.wwcec.com 

®ave you often wondered 
how airtight your home 
is? Do you have leaks 
)bing you of warm air in 
and cool air in the sum¬ 

mer? How much money are these 
air leaks costing you on your en¬ 
ergy bill? Is your home too airtight 
that it causes moisture problems, 
mold, dust mites, respiratory prob¬ 
lems and allergies? 

You can answer these questions 
with a blower door test. The test 
will be offered soon by the cooper¬ 
ative for a nominal fee as an added 
service to the membership. 

Blower door tests are used 
to measure the airtight levels of 
building envelopes, diagnose and 
demonstrate air leakage problems, 
estimate natural infiltration rates, 
estimate efficiency losses from 
building air leakage, and certify 
construction integrity. 

To sign-up and get on the list 
for a blower door test at your home 
or business, stop by the coopera¬ 

tive office or call 842-2196. Testing 
will begin soon. Keep watching for 
more details here and on our Web 
site at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com. 
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Top 10 Esoay Contest Finalists Announced 

Shown with Representative Reis and Senator Jones are chaperone 
Jerry Houser, Elizabeth Bierman of Carmi, Jennifer Brinkley of 
Norris City, Jessica South of Enfield, Ben Lemmon of Norris City, 
Rep. Reis, Sen. Jones, Kent Kiefer of Dahlgren, Rachel Campbell 
of McLeansboro and chaperone Randy Olson. 

Tfr he cooperative has 
announced the top 

10 high school finalists 
from the Wayne-White 

service area in the an¬ 
nual Youth to Washington Essay 
Contest sponsored by the coop¬ 
erative. The 10 finalists were in¬ 
vited to attend the Illinois Electric 
Youth Day activities in Springfield 
on April 5, where they met with 
area legislators and toured many 
of the Illinois State Government 
buildings and attractions. 

“We had a total of 31 local 
students who submitted essay en¬ 
tries for our Youth to Washington 
Tour Essay Contest this year,” said 
Randy Olson, Member Services 
Representative. “We have selected 
Elizabeth Bierman and Jessica 
South to represent the cooperative 
June 9-16 during the all-expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C.” 

The essay topic this year 
was residential energy efficiency 
through use of ground source and 
air-to-air heat pumps. The top 10 
essay contest finalists were (in no 
particular order): 

Travis Thompson - Grayville 
Josh Gray - Grayville 
Ilesha Rhodes - Grayville 
Jennifer Brinkley - Norris City 
Jessica South - Enfield 
Ben Lemmon - Norris City 
Dylan Bowman - Norris City 
Kent Kiefer - Dahlgren 
Rachel Campbell - McLeansboro 
Elizabeth Bierman - Carmi 

The annual essay contest is 
open to all Sophomore, Junior 
and Senior students in the 11- 
county Wayne-White Electric Co¬ 
operative service area. Guidance 
counselors of each high school 
were encouraged to promote the 
contest to their students through 
posters and an eight-minute vid¬ 
eo provided by the cooperative. 

Jack Kelsey, 
Board Member 

Meet Your Director© 

■■ 
I ack Kelsey has served 

on the board of direc- 
tors since June of 2003 

after a 10-year absence, 
serving from 1976-1995. 

He is very pleased with the board 
he now works with as everyone 
adds something to the board. 

Jack retired from Wabash 
Valley (FS) Service Company 

after 42 years as a salesman. 
He continues to grain and live¬ 
stock farm. 

He is presently an elder 
and Sunday School teacher at 
Little Prairie Christian Church, 
west of Albion. Jack enjoys 
spending time with his grand- 
kids ... all 11 of them. 
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New 

Energy 
Use 

Brochure 
Now 

Available 

Budget 
Billing Is 

Available 
at WWCEC 

hen you read your 
meter each month, 

you submit a total 
kwh usage for billing 

purposes. But, do you 
know how those kwhs are be¬ 

ing used? For example, how much 
energy are each of the appliances 
using in your home each month? 

Wayne-White Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has released a new energy use 
brochure called: “Your Family is 
Unique.” This eight-page brochure is 
a great energy guide for your home. 
It discusses topics such as phantom 
power loads, heating and cooling, 
water heating, appliance use, and 
provides formulas to help you esti¬ 
mate your energy use and cost. “This 

brochure is very modern and up-to- 
date with helpful tips for everyone,” 
said Jerry Houser, Manager of Mem¬ 
ber Services. “You can pick up this 
new brochure at both our Enfield 
and Fairfield offices.” 

| JBayne- 
White 

U has a 
plan 

that is de¬ 
signed to budget 
consumers’ monthly 
electric bills. The rate 
schedule for electric 
service will be unchanged. The plan 
is available to residential customers 
who have met the following criteria: 
A) 12 months of billing history, B) 
meter readings have been furnished 
previous 12 months, C) satisfactory 

credit rating with the 

Accounts must be 
paid by the due date 
each month. A valid 
meter reading must be 
submitted each month. 
Your account will be 
billed based upon the 

meter readings received. You will 
be asked to remit an amount calcu¬ 
lated by the average of the previous 
months kwh. For more information 
about budget billing, stop by our 
office, or call 842-2196. ■ BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

on Wayne-White Web site 
Do you own a business or provide a service? Now you can effec¬ 
tively ADVERTISE your business, church, or organization on the 
popular Wayne-White Web site “Business Directory.” For cooper¬ 
ative members, the cost is only $35 for a full-year of advertising 
on the Web site, which includes photos about your business, 
a complete 75-word description, e-mail link, map locator, and 
Web site link (if applicable). Your ad page is listed under four 
headings of your choice and also featured in rotation on the 
FRONT page of the Web site under the photo of the cooperative 
headquarters. The Web site receives an average of 2,000 “hits” 
per day from throughout our 11-county service area. Capitalize 
on this Web site traffic and promote your business, church, or 
organization on the Internet. Call Randy Olson in Member Ser¬ 
vices at 842-2196. Visit the Business Directory on our Web site 
at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com. 
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Daughter Of Wayne-White 
Member Wins IEC Scholarship 

rin Pszczolkowski, 
a Senior at Cisne 

High School will 
receive one of the 
five statewide college 

scholarships awarded by 
the Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

eratives. As a 2006 IEC Memorial 
Scholarship recipient, Erin be¬ 
comes the first student ever to win 
one of the scholarships from the 
Wayne-White service area since the 
inception of the statewide scholar¬ 
ship program in 1996. 

Erin is the daughter of Mike 
and Judy Pszczolkowski of Mt. Erie. 
She will be attending Olney Cen¬ 
tral College in the fall majoring in 
Speech Pathology, and later trans¬ 
ferring to Eastern Illinois University. 

Erin was recognized with a 
plaque during the Cisne High 
School Graduation ceremonies. 
She and her family have also been 
invited to attend the AIEC An¬ 
nual Meeting in July at Springfield, 
where she will be recognized with 
the other four winners. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarships 
are in the amount of $1,250 each 
and are awarded to five students 
across the state based upon grade 
point average, college entrance test 
scores, work and volunteer experi¬ 
ence, participation in school and 
community activities, biographical 

statement and knowledge of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives as demonstrated 
by a short essay. 

“We had a 62 percent increase 
in scholarship applications this 
year just from our service area,” 
said Randy Olson, Member Services 
Representative. “We are all very 
proud of Erin and pleased to have 
a statewide winner selected from 
our membership. This is quite an 
accomplishment considering there 
were 256 applications statewide.” 

Cooperative Assists City Of 
McLesmsboro With Dallfield Poles 

rews from Wayne-White 
recently assisted the 

of McLeansboro 
by straightening poles 

that were tilted by strong 
winds, adding support rock 

at the base of the straightened 
poles, as well as installing new light 
poles at the baseball and softball 
fields adjacent to the high school 
in McLeansboro. You can watch a 
video clip of the crews in action 
during this process at www.Wayne- 
WhiteCoop.com. 
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Wayne-White Teaches 
Students About Arbor Day fn recognition of 

Arbor Day, Jim Gif- 
jfr ford, Manager of the 

Right-of-Way (Vegeta¬ 
tion Management) De¬ 

partment at Wayne-White 
planted two flowering 

trees in front of Jasper Grade 
School with the help of many 6, 
7 and 8th grade students. 

Students learned proper 
planting techniques, received 
hands-on experience and par¬ 
ticipated in providing the front 
of the school with two trees that 
should last for many years and 
provide beauty to the school s 
landscape. 

The trees planted include a 
flowering Okame Cherry and a 
flowering Yoshimo Cherry. One 
will bloom out in white, while 
the other will bloom out in a 
pink/red combination. 

As members of Tree USA, Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coop¬ 
erative has planted trees and 
provided tree education materi¬ 
als to a different school each 
year around Arbor Day. 

You can watch a video clip of 
the students in the tree plant¬ 
ing process on the Wayne White 
Web site at www.WayneWhite- 
Coop.com. Just click on the link 
to “What’s new at Wayne-White.’’ 

Cooperative Utilizing Hew ATV In Many Ways 
wo months af¬ 

ter purchasing a 
Yamaha 4x4 ATV for 
vegetation manage- 

“ ment crew, it has be¬ 
come apparent that this 

unique vehicle is useful to the 
cooperative in many other ways 
as well. Clint Harl (photo above) 
uses the ATV daily to reach tough 
areas in spraying the right-of-way 
to control the growth of un¬ 
wanted brush near power lines. 
Meanwhile, the linemen crews 
were able to utilize the ATV dur¬ 
ing the April storms when equip¬ 
ment and material could not be 
transported through the flooded 
bottoms in regular cooperative 
trucks. 

“In certain situations, the 
ATV is useful in transporting 
materials where trucks can’t go, 
particularly across fields,” said 

Erin Halley, Manager of Opera¬ 
tions. “It has already saved us 
time and labor in helping to 
get equipment to isolated areas 
where needed instead of hauling 

it slowly by hand.” The coopera¬ 
tive put out bids earlier this year 
and purchased the new ATV from 
LeMonds Yamaha in Fairfield. 
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Save Energy E3y Installing 
A Water Heater blanket 

ater heaters can use 
a lot of energy even 

WmWK when you are not using 
hot water. This stand-by 

loss happens 
when heat trav¬ 
els through your 

water heater’s walls, 
and can account for 
a substantial portion 
of your water heat¬ 
ing costs. According 
to Energy Star, an 
average water heater 
can consume about 
12 percent of your 
monthly energy bill. 

Most older water 
heaters have only an 
inch of fiberglass tank 
insulation, and many 
newer ones have just an inch of 
foam insulation. 

In contrast, the new Marathon 
water heaters, sold at Wayne- 
White, have 3-inches of foam insu¬ 
lation along the sides and 5-inches 
at the bottom, making them very 
energy efficient (see the photo of 
the Marathon cut-away model). 
Marathon water heaters are also 
made of polybutylene (plastic) so 
they feature a lifetime warranty 

against rusting and leaking. 
If your current hot water 

heater is operating fine, you can 
reduce your energy consump¬ 

tion by installing a 
Ijjjfr blanket of fiberglass 

insulation around 
your present water 
heater. This is a 
very effective energy 
conservation tactic. 
Water-heater blan¬ 
kets come in kits 
that contain a blan¬ 
ket, straps and tape. 
The straps hold the 
insulation to the wa¬ 
ter heater, and the 
tape seals the seams 
in the insulation. 

Read all the in¬ 
stallation instructions that come 
with the blanket. You will want to 
identify areas where the blanket 
will be taped to the water heater 
and wash those areas well so the 
tape will stick. Be sure to cut 
small flaps in the insulation over 
the access areas of the thermostats 
and elements. A water heater 
blanket installed properly will save 
energy day and night for the life of 
your water heater. 

Duck Dach For A Cura 
You can win each and support cancor 

Mayor Mickey Borah of Fair- 
field purchases the first 2006 
Duck Dash Ticket from Jerry 
Houser to benefit the American 
Cancer Society. You too can dem¬ 
onstrate your financial support 
for the American Cancer Society 
effort by purchasing a ticket to 
sponsor a duck. A maximum 
of 3,000 plastic ducks will be 
released during the dash, each 
bearing the matching number of 
a $5 ticket holder. 

The 4th annual Duck Dash 
For A Cure will take place in the 
lake at Leo French Park in Fair- 
field on June 23 at 5:30 p.m. The 

American Cancer Society Duck 
Dash is sponsored this year by 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 

■ Dea Ames, Grayville 
■ Jeanne Baldwin, Bluford 
■ Josh & Jessica Bateman, Mill 

Shoals 
■ Willis Bolsen, Lovington 
■ Kevin Campbell, 

McLeansboro 
■ Jerry & Nichole Houston, 
Fairfield 
■ Scott A LaMotte & Christie 

L Smith, Fairfield 
■ Donald E & Lorraine M 

Lowery, Fairfield 
■ Linda G Martin, Dahlgren 
■ Sharon Owens, Wayne City 
■ Chad & Tami Payne, 

Macedonia 
■ Rebecca Ann Poracky, 

Wayne City 
■ Kristy & William Reed, 

Wayne City 
■ Linda Schuster, 

McLeansboro 
■ Thomas C, Sr & Patricia 

Simpkins, Plainfield 
■ Wendy & Mark Stone, 

Grayville 

Cooperative. The $5 Duck Dash 
Tickets are on sale now at the 
cooperative offices in Fairfield 
and Enfield. Cash prizes will be 
awarded to six lucky ticket hold¬ 
ers. The LAST PLACE duck in the 
dash will produce a cash prize of 
$1,000. This prize will grow to 
$2,000 if at least 2,000 duck tick¬ 
ets are sold. 2nd from last place 
receives $500 and 3rd from last 
place receives $200. In addition, 
the top 3 finishers will receive 
$700 for 1st Place, $500 for 2nd 
Place, and $200 for 3rd Place. All 
the remaining proceeds will ben¬ 
efit the American Cancer Society. 
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Video Clips Now Available 
On Wayne-White Web site 

— m 
sers of the Wav ne-W hue 

■ Web site can now watch 
a variety of video clips. 
Randy Olson, Member 

; Services Representative, 
has placed a small TV-style 

screen on various pages of the 
Web site to conveniently share 
information, instructions, safety 
tips and news about the coop¬ 
erative utilizing video clips of 
various lengths. 

“Pictures and written copy 
are nice, but the new video tech¬ 
nology is like Internet TV - it 
takes communication to another 
level,” said Olson. “We want to 
be as interactive as possible with 
our membership and video clips 
enable us to actually put Web 
site users in the middle of a spe¬ 
cial event, interesting story, en¬ 
ergy saving tip, safety instruction 
or any discussion point.” 

Some current video clips 
include students of Jasper 
school learning to plant trees 
for Arbor Day with Wayne- 
White personnel, a live-line 
demonstration with linemen 
crews, on-site footage of crews 
in action replacing poles, a pre¬ 
sentation of the IEC Scholarship 
to a local student, video high¬ 
lights of the annual meeting and 
a variety of energy saving tips 
from nationally-known experts 
such as Doug Rye. 

Naturally, a computer needs 
to have high-speed Internet 
service to be able to watch the 
video clips on the Web site as 
dial-up connections are simply 
not fast enough to process vid¬ 
eo. 

“We have provided a list of 9 
companies that now offer high¬ 
speed Internet service in our 

coverage area,” said Olson. “That 
information was published in 
the March issue of this magazine 
and the information is also avail¬ 
able on our Web site at www. 
WayneWhiteCoop.com.” 

The cost of high-speed In¬ 
ternet service has dropped in 
southern Illinois and availability 
is much more common place. 
High-speed Internet connections 
also enable computer users to 
easily download photos, music, 
watch sporting events and mov¬ 
ies, easily manage their e-mail 
and do research for school, work 
and other projects. For more 
information about Internet solu¬ 
tions or the Web site call Wayne- 
White at 842-2196. 

Employees and Retirees Enjoy Cookout 
" urrent and re¬ 
tired employees 

of Wayne-White 
■ Counties Electric 
® Cooperative and 

their families recently 
gathered for a cookout 
at the Fairfield head¬ 
quarters. A large group 
attended. Food was pre¬ 
pared by the Fairfield 
Rural Fire Department. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
Route 15 West, RO. Drawer E, Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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Electricity — 
It’s Still A Great Value 

hile the price 
many 

are increasing rapidly, 
we believe that elec¬ 

tricity is still a great value, es¬ 
pecially when compared to the 

rate of inflation. From 1994 to 2005, 
the average annual percent increase for 
the price of electricity has been only 
0.7 percent. Wayne-White is a non¬ 
profit electric cooperative, and we are 
committed to ensuring you get the best 
value for your dollar, which means pro¬ 

viding you with reliable electricity at 
the lowest possible cost. 

We have little control over the 
price of fuels, transportation, demand 
and an aging transmission grid. But 
we can make a conscientious effort to 
help you conserve energy through tips 
in this publication and on our Web site 
at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com. The 
Chart below shows the value of elec¬ 
tricity, based upon data supplied by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

inflation 

Gasoline 

Electricity - 

Bread 

Milk 

Bananas 

The Value of Electricity 

$$$$$$2 

'kl 'IB ^B ^Bi ^B l^B 

TTTT 
6.2% 

0.7% 

2.7% 

2.9% 

Together, we have 
the power to make 

a difference. 

1.1% 

0.0% 1.0% 2.0% 3.0% 4.C 5.0% 6.0% 

From 1994 to 2005, the average annual percent increase for the price of electricity has been 
only 0.7 percent.This is well below the rate of inflation for various common consumer items and also 
well below the rate of inflation itself. 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics; NRECA 

Electricity Class At New 
Hope School 

Bjl^ grade students in Mrs. Harrelson’s class at New 
flope Grade School recently participated in an elec- 
tricity class led by Randy Olson and Jerry Houser 

of Member Services at Wayne-White. The students 
watched a short film on safety around power lines, and 

W received hands-on experience building their own simple cir¬ 
cuit with DC batteries, wire, switches and light bulbs. The class 

lasted just over an hour. 
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Your 
Electricity 
Usage 

n your monthly electric bill, 
| you will see how many total 
kilowatt hours of electricity 
you consume each month. 

A kilowatt-hour is the way that 
electricity is measured. A kilowatt 

is 1,000 watts, and a kilowatt-hour is 
the use of 1,000 watts for one hour. For 
example, using a 100-watt light bulb for 
10 hours would equal 1 kilowatt-hour. 
(That’s 100 x 10=1,000 for one hour). 

Do you know how many kilowatts 
each of your appliances are using in 
your home? Here is a table with just 
some of the most common appliances. 

Average 
Watts 

Hours 
per 

Month 

kWh 
per 

Month 

Dishwasher 1,200 30 36 

Microwave 1,450 15 22 

Range 12,500 8 100 

Television 200 240 48 

Toaster 1,150 3 4 

Radio 70 100 7 

Computer 125 180 23 

Dryer 5,000 20 100 

Washer 5,000 20 100 

Portable Space 
Heater 

1,500 240 360 

Water Heater 4,500 100 450 

Ceiling Fan 180 360 130 

Blow Dryer 750 3 2 

Hair Curler 400 8 3 
Laser Printer 400 180 72 

Color Monitor 75 180 14 

The Biggest Energy 
Users In Your Home 

As you would expect, heating 
and cooling equipment are the larg¬ 
est energy consumers in an average 
home, so stopping air infiltration is 
critical, both winter and summer. 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative 
now offers a blower door test to 
measure the air leaks in your home 
and help you find ways to save en¬ 
ergy on your heating and cooling. 
The blower door test is designed to 
change the pressure in your home 
and create a vacuum that exposes 
any air leaks you may have. 

We offer the blower door test 
for S25 to cooperative members. The 
process takes about 45-60 minutes. 
Call the cooperative at 842-2196 to 
schedule an appointment for your 
home. You can watch a video clip 
of an actual blower door test on the 
front page of our Web site at 
www. WayneWhiteCoop .com 

Newer 
Energy 
Star 
Appliances 
Can Save 
You Mon^y 

ow long have you been using the same 
appliances in your home? If they are 
more than 10 years old, they’ll cost 
you more money to operate than 

newer, energy efficient appliances display¬ 
ing the blue ENERGY STAR label. Appliance 

manufacturers have made incredible technical 
advances since the early 1990s. Depending upon 
the appliance type, efficiency may have increased 
by 25-50 percent. 

Refrigerators and freezers (the biggest energy users of large applianc¬ 
es) are nearly 150 percent more efficient today than in 1980. Therefore, 
upgrading to a newer unit will really pay off in energy savings. Just look 
for the blue ENERGY STAR label when you shop for appliances. It assures 
you that the appliance exceeds federal efficiency standards. 

ENERGY STAR 
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Geothermal 
Energy 
Grants Are 
&ack Again 

hil Novak (left), chair- 
r-: man of the board 

of the Illinois Clean 
Energy Community Foun- 

dation, presents Duane 
Noland, President/CEO of 

the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, with a $500,000 
check to promote energy efficiency. 
The funds will be used to promote 
the GeoAlliance program, which 
provides incentive grants for com¬ 
munities and non-profit organiza¬ 
tions to utilize geothermal heating 
and cooling in their facilities. By 

using geothermal technology, 
heating and cooling costs can 
be cut by as much as 50 per¬ 
cent or more. As a member of 
the AIEC, Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative can 
assist non-profit organiza¬ 
tions in our service area with 

the application process to ap¬ 
ply for up to $50,000 in grant 
funds towards the purchase 
and installation of a geothermal 
system. For more information, 
stop by the cooperative office 
or call 842-2196. 

Maintenance Completed 
At Carmi Substation 

A JHF ayne-White crews recently completed 
rM maintenance work at the Carmi substa- 
WK tion. The main focus was to service a 69KV 

breaker. This included changing out the 
large oil inventory, testing the insulators and 

cleaning the contacts. 

Ir2EI3S* 

? liMBll' 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING * July 2006 6 



,fopen m
em

bership
 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership

 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership • Voluntary and open m

em
bership ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Vegetation Crews Attend Forestry 

$ YOUR POOL 
LOCATION SAFI? 

BHHI he hot summer months are a great time for fami- 
lies to splash around and keep cool in their own 
swimming pool. Due to increased competition, the 

JM cost of pools has dropped. As a result, many of our 
: cooperative members are installing pools, whether in- 

ground, above ground, or the inflatable variety. Before 
you invest in a backyard pool, be sure you understand the 

legal clearance requirements of pool placement near under¬ 
ground cables, overhead power lines and transformers. We 
want you to stay safe while you enjoy your pool. 

According to the National Safety Electric Code, swimming 
pools and any pool equipment, including pumps should NOT be 
within five feet of your underground supply cable in all directions. A swim¬ 
ming pool water surface also must NOT be located within 14 feet vertically of any 
guy wire, within 17 feet vertically of a primary line or transformer, and within 14.5 
feet vertically of your triplex. 

According to the National Safety Council (NSC), drowning is the cause of more 
than 4,000 deaths each year, and is the leading cause of death for children under age 
five. A poorly located pool also increases the risk of death due to the potential for 
accidental electrocution. It’s important to be informed and understand how to stay 
safe around swimming pools. You can find many swimming pool safety tips at www. 
SpalshZoneUSA.com If you have questions about the location of your pool near our 
underground lines, overhead lines and transformers, call Wayne-White at 842-2196. 

School In Shclbyvillc 
he Right-of-Way (Vegetation Management) crews 
at Wayne-White recently attended a forestry 

school in Shelbyville for updated information on 
proper techniques to care for trees along power 

lines. The crew utilized a cooperative tree truck to 
participate in a forestry school “rodeo” that involved a 

number of skill sets related to the job, as well as the “hurt 
man” rescue. 
The annual forestry school also included guest speakers and 
expert demonstrations in the areas of chain saw safety, tree 
climbing and rigging, rope splicing, tree growth regulators, 
tree identification and proper pruning and felling techniques. 
Personnel from several other electric cooperatives also par¬ 
ticipated in the forestry school. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West • P.O. Drawer E • Fairfield, Illinois 62837 • 618-842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.waynewhitecoop.com 
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EW S 

5oogen/ille Upgrades To The 
Area Completed 

ayneAXhite 
have completed 

the replacement of 
many poles and lines north of 
the Boogerville substation in 
rural Wayne County. Part of the 
upgrade included the re-rout¬ 
ing of some of the lines. This 
is an area that was damaged 
by recent storms, but had also 
been scheduled for a series of 
planned improvements. 
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Selecting The Right Air 
Conditioner To Affordably 
Stay Cool 

Air Conditioners vary considerably in efficiency and in the 
imount of energy used. Therefore, it’s a good idea to select 
equipment based upon its federal energy efficiency rating. 

For window units, this 
rating is the Energy Efficiency 
Ratio, or EER. New standards 
for room air conditioners 
went into effect on October 
1, 2000. Therefore if you have 
a window unit that is older 
than 6 years, it is probably us¬ 
ing more energy to cool your 

room than a modern unit would use. 
For many types of room air conditioners, the minimum EER 

will be 9 0 or 9 7. As a general rule, an EER of 11 or more is excellent. 

^ Central air-conditioning 
units are rated on their Sea¬ 
sonal Energy Efficiency Ratio, 
or SEER. A rating of 14 SEER 
is excellent. As of January 
2006, the minimum cooling 
efficiency for air conditioners 
and heat pumps increased to 

13 SEER. Look for the blue 
Energy7 Star label to help you 

identify many of these efficient units. Seek professional help in 
determining the size of cooling equipment needed. Over-sizing a 
unit can be problematic, because the unit will draw more energy 
than necessary, and probably cannot dehumidify properly. 

Locate the compressor units of central air conditioning and 
heat pump systems in an outside area that is shaded by the house 
or by trees and plants. Units should be kept clean and free of any 
plant or tree overgrowth. 

If direct sunlight is falling on a window air-conditioning unit, 
the workload is increased. When a choice is possible, locate such 
units on the north or shady side of the house. Set the cooling 
thermostat as high as comfort will permit. The higher the setting, 
the more energy you save. Remember, in 2006 and 2007, you can 
qualify for a federal tax credit if you purchase a central air condi¬ 
tioner or heat pump rated at 15 SEER and 13 EER. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West RO. Drawer E 
Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

618-842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address:www.waynewhitecoop.com 

fMPr WKKr 

The Wayne-White “Power Rang¬ 
ers” Team raised $4,879.57 
to benefit the Relay For Life 
(American Cancer Society) 
event in Fairfield. In total, the 
Wayne County version of the 
Relay raised more than $61,000 
this year. Pictured from left are 
Jim Gifford, David Bailey, Jerry 
Houser, Joe Holman, Lisa Ar- 
view, Jeff Zurliene, Tina Smith, 
Randy Olson, Nancy Wells and 
Earl Young. 

The big loser in the annual Duck 
Dash was Joe Holman. His duck 
“Pammy” turned upside down at 
the start of the race and finished 
dead last to give him the $1,000 
prize money. More than 1,300 
Duck Dash tickets were sold this 
year. You can watch the video 
highlights of the Duck Dash on 
our Web site at www.Wayne- 
WhiteCoop.com. 

61 ^ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Swimming Pools And Hot 
Tubs Provide Sackyard Fun 
At A Cost 

ach summer, some of our Wayne-White Cooperative 

members will add a backyard pool or hot tub (whirl- 

pool) to their home to enjoy some family fun. It’s impor- 

I tant to realize that these great leisure time additions to 

yoiif home are also the equivalent to adding a major appliance. 

■tor example, a four-person hot tub may use up to an addition¬ 

al 600 kilowatts (kwh) of electricity in a month, which may cost 

you an additional $48 to $60 a month on your bill. These units 

work even harder to keep the water hot in the winter. Swimming 

pools are usually not quite as costly to operate, but may still add 

200-300 kwh to your electric bill. It all depends upon how often 

you run the pump/filter on your pool or how warm you try to heat 

your hot tub water, whether you use an insulated cover on the hot 

tub, etc. Each individual user and circumstance will be different. 

When shopping for a pool or hot tub, be sure to consider the 

pump size and wattage of the motors to be used and the amount 

of time the unit is likely to run. Sizing and energy consumption will 

vary from manufacturer to manufacturer. Adding a pool or hot tub 

can be an enjoyable addition to your home, we just don’t want you 

to be shocked when your energy consumption suddenly rises. 

West Virginia Firm Provides 
Transformer Maintenance tou might have noticed a semi truck with large hoses 

nd a box truck parked adjacent to some of our 

^stations over the past few weeks. Environmental 

tection Services (EPS) from West Virginia has been 

esting and oil reclamation maintenance on the large 

rs of some of 

our substations. 

The unique com¬ 

pany is one of a handful 

of such service providers 

in the nation. Their on¬ 

site service includes the 

pumping and filtering of 

oil from the transformers 

through a scrubbing pro¬ 

cess that removes water, 

gasses, sludge and PCBs 

if any. Many of the large transformers have as much as 752 

gallons of oil in them that requires testing and filtering. The 

scrubbing process not only cleans the oil, but also cleans the 

bushings and other internal parts, which will lengthen the life 

of the transformers, increase their performance, and prevent 

any possible safety concerns. 

The work crew at EPS is on site 12 hours a day, 7 days a 

week until the process is complete at each scheduled substa¬ 

tion. The crews typically work three weeks straight before tak¬ 

ing time off between jobs. The oil inventory of each transformer 

will make five to 10 complete passes through the EPS system to 

complete the scrubbing process. This is done while the trans¬ 

former is energized. 

WELCOME 

■ Anchor Point Energy, Fairfield 

■ Cathy Bell, Fairfield 

■ Kristie & Russell Bell, Evansville, IN 

■ Terry & Jennifer Bond, McLeansboro 

■ Kenneth C & Jacqueline Butler, Joliet 

■Jaime L Davis, Rinard 

■ Arvie G & Margaret L Dorris, West Frankfort 

■James & April Fuller, Fairfield 

■ Cory Fuqua & Lacy Fuqua, Broughton 

■Josh Grutzius, Wayne City 

■ Thomas H & Jessie Hearle, West Blocton, AL 

■ Gary Holland, Mt Erie 

■ Daniel M Howser & Thomas Howser, Calhoun 

■ Erica Hurd, Geff 

■ Louis Jolly, Fairfield 

■Jarrod Koontz, Fairfield 

■ Kelli Lashbrook, Albion 

■ Shane Lawrence, Geff 

■ David Lear, Albion 

■ Duane & LeAnn Lear, Albion 

■ Adam Lehr, Fairfield 

■ Robert Allen & Teesha Mae Lewis, Fairfield 

■ Glenda Logan, Xenia 

■ Kelby & Samantha McKinney, Wayne City 

■Justin C & Kelli L Massie, Cisne 

■ William Kent & Carole Ann Musgrave, Flora 

■ Rachael Page, Carmi 

■ Christopher Ristvedt, Olney 

■ Allen & Jenny Rowe, Carmi 

■ Rickie D Schnicker, Fairfield 

■ Fay L Seymore, Wayne City 

■ Matthew L Simpson, Fairfield 

■ Cathy I Smith, Fairfield 

■Johnathan & Stephanie Stout, Barnhill 

■ Adam C Vaughan, Fairfield 

■ Bill & Kristina L Walker, Cisne 

■ Donald & Dorothy Warren, Joliet 

■ Terry Warren, Crossville 

■ Diana Watson, Geff 

■Joshua & Krystle Watson, Fairfield 

■ Mary L Williams, Fairfield 

■ Christie Willis & Shannon Barker, McLeansboro 

■ Fred L & Martha Wolford, Valley Lee, MD 

■Jeremy E R & Michelle A Wyatt, West Salem 
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Meet Your Directors 

Noel Edmison, 
Board Member 

Cooperative 
Family 

Members 
Serving 

In Iraq 

This month we would 
like to introduce you to 

another member of the 
Wayne-White Cooperative Board of 
Directors. Noel Edmison has been 
on the board since 2005. He and 
his wife, Cheryl, live in the Wayne 
City area. She is a second grade 
teacher in the Wayne City school 
district. Noel was raised on the farm 
and worked together with his dad 
on the farm until he passed away in 
1998. Noel has an Agricultural De¬ 
gree from SlU-Carbondale, and still 
continues to farm today. 

Noel has also been an EMT and 
volunteer firemen for 20 plus years 
in the Wayne City area. He has also 

Do you have a son or 
daughter serving in 
Iraq? E-mail us their 
photo, or have them 

e-mail us photos directly 
from Iraq and we will post 

them on our Web site as part of a 
special tribute page we have set-up 
for cooperative members to keep 
in touch visually with their family 
members overseas. 

Zack Coston, a cooperative 
employee, is currently serving in 

Iraq and has been 
e-mailing photos 
to us. You can 
see them posted 
on our Web site 
at www.Wayne- 
WhiteCoop .com. 
As a service to 
our cooperative 
members, we 
would be happy 
to post the pho¬ 
tos of your family 
members who are 

currently serving. Just e-mail the 
photos to rolson@wwcec.com. If 

(U have questions, call Randy at 
842-2196 in the Fairfield office. 

served as Four-Mile Township trust¬ 
ee for 25 years. Noel is currently 
the Deputy Coroner for Jimmy 
Taylor in Wayne County. He and his 
wife, Cheryl, attend Keenes Baptist 
Church, where Noel serves as a 
deacon and church treasurer. 

Noel and Cheryl have three 
children: Jodi Greenwalt and 
husband Darren; Jill McNeil and 
husband Dan; and a son, Chad Ed¬ 
mison. They also have five grand¬ 
children. Noel says that he enjoys 
the challenge of working together 
with the cooperative CEO/Manager 
and other board members to try to 
make Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative the best it can be. 

3\eman and 
South Attend 
Youth Tour 

I ibbyBierman of Carmi and Jessi¬ 
ca South of Enfield represented 

_ Wayne-White in Washington, 
D.C. during the annual 

"\biith to Washington Tour” June 9- 
16. The students met with Congress¬ 
man John Shimkus and were among 
63 rural Illinois youth leaders select¬ 
ed for the trip. They were winners of 
the annual essay contest sponsored 
by the cooperative, which is open to 
high school students in the 11-coun- 
ty Wayne-White service area. 

Libby E5ierman of Carmi and Jessica South 
of Enfield stand in front of the White 
House in Washington, D.C. during the 
recent Youth to Washington Tour. They 
represented Wayne-White as winners of 
the Annual Youth to Washington Essay 
contest at the Cooperative. 

KE> ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



NEWS 
In this issue... 

Regulator placed at Mill 
Shoals 16b 

Trees trimmed at 
Wayne City 16c 

High speed internet service 

is available I6d 

Crem Assist Grayville With 
oilfield Lights 

I inemen from Wayne-White 

■ recently assisted officials 

| from Grayville with 

maintenance repairs on lights 

above the baseball/softball field 

at Grayville Memorial Park. Pro¬ 

viding assistance from Wayne- 

White were Kerry Merrit, Gerry 

Kinney, Jason McKinney and 

Mike Richardson. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • September 2006 
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Harvest 
Time 
Requires 
Surety 
Awareness 

ach year in the United 
States, an average of 62 ag- 

| ricultural workers are acci- 
tally electrocuted on 
irm. These deaths could 

easily be prevented by becoming 
aware of your surroundings during 
harvest season. 

If you have overhead power 
lines on your farm, it’s important 
to determine the clearance of your 
equipment that may be used near 
them or pass underneath them. 
Busy planting and harvest seasons 
may require temporary employees, 
persons who may not be aware of 
potential dangers associated with 
overhead power lines. Always re¬ 
mind additional workers about 
overhead power lines. Give them 
special instructions such as, “Never 
transport this cultivator or auger 
through this gate because of the 
overhead line.” 

Many types of farm equipment 
can come in contact with overhead 
power lines. Tractors with front-end 
loaders, portable grain augers, fold- 
up cultivators, and equipment with 

antennas easily can become an elec¬ 
trical hazard and must be operated 
with care. Don’t make the fatal 
mistake of using an auger around 
multiple bins and power lines and 
moving the auger from bin to bin 
without lowering it first. That is 
one of the most common ways that 
electrocution occurs on the farm. 

If your tractor or combine 
comes in contact with overhead 
power lines, stay on the unit. Ask 
someone to contact the electric 
cooperative immediately to remove 
the danger. If there’s an emergency, 
such as an electrical hre, and you 
need to leave the equipment, jump 
as far away from the equipment as 
possible with your feet together 
and bunny hop to safety. Don’t just 
step off or you may be electrocuted. 
Once you get away from the equip¬ 
ment. never attempt to get back on 
or even touch the equipment. Many 
electrocutions occur when the 
operator dismounts and, realizing 
nothing has happened, tries to get 
back on the equipment. 

Regulator 
Replaced at 
Mill Shoals 

Crews recently replaced a large regulator inside the Mill 
Shoals substation. Power was rerouted for a short time in 
that vicinity until the installation was completed. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



Trees Trimmed 
n an ongoing effort to 

I pre\ ent blinks and out- 

■■ ages, WWCEC crews 

recently completed tree 

Wtrimming along lines on 

At Wayne City 
Rt. 15 in Wayne City. The Co¬ 

operative has more than 3,300 

miles of line to maintain. Veg¬ 
etation Management continues 

everyday. 

Need a Security Light? 
embers of Wayne- 

White Counties 

Electric Coopera¬ 

tive can enjoy the 

added security of 

light around their homes, 

barns, and sheds at night with a 

high pressure sodium security 

light installed and maintained for 

just $7.30 a month. WWCEC 

switched from mercury vapor to 

high pressure sodium a few years 

ago, due to safety and disposal 

issues. We provide professional 

installation and maintenance 

year round. Please allow one to 

two weeks for installation. These 

lights are perfect for home, farm, 

and business use. If you have 

special application needs such as 

a large parking lot or commer¬ 

cial environment, please call our 

engineering department at (618) 

842-2196. 

■ William Abbott & Angie Carter, 
Wayne City 

■ Jason Ausbrook, Wayne City 
■ Lynn Barnfield, Fairfield 
■ Mystic & Don Bielecki, Fairfield 
■ Eli F & Fannie Sue Borntreger, 

Cisne 
■ Luke L Burnett, Crossville 
■ Brad Clark, Fairfield 
■ Ryan Eck & Lacy Fuqua, 

McLeansboro 
■ Sonja Frazier, Rinard 
■ G & S Meritt Inc. Grayville 
■ Thaddeus J Galloway, 

McLeansboro 
■ Richard & Shannon Giles, 

Crossville 
■ Rex Hall, McLeansboro 
■ Harold & Toni Heath, Mt Vernon 
■ Joshua T & Brandi J Karcher, 

Dahlgren 
■ John Kifer, Fairfield 
■ Daniel A Laws, Springfield 
■ John Luther & Rachel Gutzler, 

Cisne 
■ Kimberly McDowell, Fairfield 
■ Gary & Nora Merkis, 

Norris City 
■ Nichols Operating LLC, 

Princeton 
■ Gregory K & Shelly D Pottorff, 

Wayne City 
■ Stacey Powell, Geff 
■ Renee Richards, Dahlgren 
■ James R & Barbara Root, 

Bone Gap 
■ Adriana & Allen Shilling, Albion 
■ Donnie & Erica Simpson, Cisne 
■ Donnie & Kim Smothers, Fairfield 

■ Matt & Janelle Steidinger, Anchor 
■ Kellzie Stopher & Bernice E 

London, Fairfield 

■ U S Oil & Gas Technologies, 
Fairfield 

■ Marilyn A Umfleet, Mt Erie 
■ Ryan Webb, McLeansboro 
■ Charles David & Donna Kay 

White, McLeansboro 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • September 2006 



Voluntary and open membership
 
• Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open membership 

High-Speed 
Internet 
Service \e 
Available 

■ 
■ ■ 

f you are a Wayne-White Elec- 
Cooperative Member, 

chances are you can now 
receive high-speed internet 

service from at least one of the 
10 Internet service providers who 

now offer high-speed Internet ser¬ 
vice in our area. If you are tired of 
having a slow dial-up connection, 
take a closer look at what is now 
available. Through our research, we 
have now found 10 companies who 

offer high-speed Internet service in 
this area. With just a few rare excep¬ 
tions, most families have at least 
one option, and many have 2 or 3 
companies they can select from for 
high-speed service. For complete 
information, go to our Web site at 
www.waynewhitecoop.com and 
click on the link to “high-speed 
Internet service” for all the details 
and contact information you need. 

Wayne-White 
Counties 
Electric 

Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
RO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

618-842-2196 
Office hours: 

8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
Web address: 

www. waynewhitecoop. com 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperaive Offers 

Marathnir 
WATER HEATERS 

You asked and we listened. After several requests, 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative proudly 
offers the Narathon water heater. 

Why Marathon? 
Because we believe, if you want your water heater to give you 
years of service, you must get one that will stand the test of time. 

Marathon offers a life-time no-leak warranty, guaranteed to last 
you as long as you own your home. This will save you the future 
expense of buying a replacement heater and having it installed. 

Because it has a plastic tank, the Marathon will not rust 
or corrode. 

Wayne-White Electric Cooperative offers members a $100 
rebate on Marathon Water Heaters. Buy the 50-gallon model 
for $470, or the 80-gallon model for $600. (Price includes 
the $100 rebate) Get an additional $156 discount with new 
Geothermal Installations. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



NEWS 
In this issue... 

Sign-Up for Air Evac 
at Wayne White 16c 

Cooperative Assists 
Fairfield High School 
With Lights I6d 

Scholarship Winner Honored Paring g 

Statewide Annual Meeting 
cholarship 
winner, Erin Pszc- 
zolkowski of Mt. 
Erie was among five 

students in Illinois to be 
honored at the Associa¬ 

tion of Illinois Cooperatives (AIEC) 
Annual Meeting in Springfield. She 
will use her $1,250 scholarship to 
help defray the cost of attending 
Olney Central College, prior to 
attending Eastern Illinois University 

She is pictured above in 
Springfield with her parents and 
members of the Wayne-White Board 
members. Front row L-R: Mike & 
Judy Pszczolkowski (her parents) 
Erin, Wayne-White CEO Daryl Don¬ 

jon, and Board President 
Andy Glover. In the back 
row L-R: Wayne-White board 
members Jerry Williams, 
Danny Rose, Noel Edmison, 
and Larry Hosselton. 

Coston \e Gueet Speaker 
At AIEC Meeting WT ayne-White lineman, 

Nathan Coston, 
(pictured) was asked 

to be a guest speaker 
on a panel with others from 
around the state that pro¬ 

vided assistance during the Katrina 
Hurricane disaster. The panel 
of Linemen shared many stories 
and photos with attendees at the 

annual meeting of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in 
Springfield. 

Coston was among two differ¬ 
ent crews from Wayne-White that 
were dispatched to Mississippi and 
Louisiana to help re-establish elec¬ 
tricity to the storm damaged areas 
last year. 
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Keep Out 
The Cold Air 
Ask For A Slower Door Tost 

he cold winter winds will soon begin to blow, 
which means your energy bill could be on the 

rise if your house is too drafty. Call Wayne-White 
Electric Cooperative and ask for a Blower Door 

Test to determine the leaks in your home’s building 
envelope. For just $25, members can find out exactly 

where their air leaks are located and take the necessary 
steps to correct the problem areas before the winter 

winds begin to blow and your 
heating bills go up. 
The Blower Door Test is a 
special scientific piece of 
equipment connected to your 
front door that changes the 
building pressure in your 
home with a special fan. It 
forces the air to blow through 
the leaks you may have in your 
home in a very noticeable 
manner. It only takes about 

45 minutes to complete a 
test, which includes a written 
data report. To sign-up for 
a Blower Door Test, call the 
Cooperative office at 842-2196. 

Linemen Participate In Pole 
Rescue Safety Training 

w ayne-White linemen 
recently participated in 

a safety exercise involving 
pole-top rescue techniques. 

I “This hands-on instruction 
v is part of our annual OSHA- 
mandated safety efforts,” said 

Jerry White, Operations & Safety 
Coordinator at the Cooperative. 
“The safety training is facili¬ 
tated through the efforts of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperative and their safety 
trainer, Ken Macken,” said White. 

Pictured L-P rescuing a dummy from 

a pole-top are Jason McKinney and 

Lindy Simpson. 

-Top 

OCTOBER 
IS 

CO-OP 
MONTH 

Would you trust a business more if you owned it? 

Cooperative businesses are owned by more than 
130 Million Americans, nationwide including: 

• 37 Million people who own their electric co-op 

Maybe that’s why cooperatives are more trusted 
than businesses owned by Wall Street investors. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative is 
proud to serve our 13,500 member-owners and we 
say “thank you” as we celebrate National Co-op 
month in October. We are owned by our members 
& committed to our communities. 
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Tracy Thomas Albert, Xenia 
Ray & Lee Anspaugh, IN 
Robert Bittles, Keenes 
Amanda & Chris Black, Fairfield 
Jeff & Janet Bond, Ridgway 
Susan C Burroughs, Clay City 
Erik & Melissa Burtis, Carmi 
Cedar Valley Farm, Benton 
Winston & Carol Chamberlin, Phoenix, AZ 
Amos & Linda Chenoweth, West Salem 
Randall L & Jennifer Cobb, Carmi 
Wayne L Davis, West Salem 
William M DeMunbrun Jr, Albion 
Jason & Crystal Edwards, Carmi 
Wanda & Jason Ehrhart, Wayne City 
Ty & Bobbi Farris, Geff 
Rose Mary Frashier, Wayne City 
Billie Gammon & Jessica Breeze, 
Wayne City 

Jasper D & Melissa N Goin, Dahlgren 
HT Energy LLC, Northridge, CA 
Gibson Matt Harris, Ellery 
Kelvin Harris, McLeansboro 
Ward L & Dell Hough, Fairfield 
Carl & Peggy Lair, Wayne City 
Lakewoods Flying Duck Sporting Clays, 
Decatur 

Gregory & Debra Lewis, Mt Vernon, IN 
Jamie & William R Lewis, Bt Prairie 
Cory Lynch, Wayne City 
Barnabus McGill, Fairfield 
Michelle McNeely & Anthony Wicinski, 
Matt McVaigh, West Salem 
John J & Sarah F Mast, Cisne 
Julia Mead, Fairfield 
Casey J & Wendy Mercer, Crossville 
Darlene Miller, McLeansboro 
Denise M Phemister & Robert Ross, 
Fairfield 

Renewable Power of Wayne City LLC, 
Minneapolis, MN 

Alfred E Roberts, Evansville, IN 
Henry & LaWanna Rockwood, Geff 
Hannah & Mai Rodgers, Wayne City 
Jason & Jenny Shaw, Grayville 
Tricia Shimchick, Keenes 
Jason Sims & Jocelyn Ray, Geff 
Crystal Snell, Rinard 
George A & Bethany M Sutton, Norris City 
Rose Mary Wenger, Xenia 
Kenneth D Windle, Sr, Norris City 
William S Wood, Evansville, IN 

Sign-Up For Air Evac At Wayne-White 
Get A $5.00 Credit On Your Electric Bill 

ayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

has partnered with 
the Air Evac Lifeteam 

as a local independent rep¬ 
resentative. Your annual 

membership in the Air Evac Life- 
team can save your life or the 
life of someone you love. Each 
day the Air Evac Lifeteam heli¬ 
copters fly rapidly to the scene 
of an accident or medical emer¬ 
gency at no cost to Lifeteam 
members, saving thousands of 
dollars and thousands of lives. 
In a life-threatening or limb- 
threatening emergency, TIME is 
critical. 

Since 1985, Air Evac has 
flown more than 71,000 people 
who were in critical need of 
care. Without a Lifeteam Mem¬ 
bership, an average flight can 
cost $7,000 to $8,000. Member¬ 
ship in the Air Evac Lifeteam not 

only saves money, it provides 
piece of mind, in the event 
that a critical medical emer¬ 
gency occurs at home, work, 
or anywhere within their 
14-state service area in the 
Central United States. 

Air Evac Lifeteam Member¬ 
ship is open to anyone as an 
individual or family. Wayne- 
White members receive a 
$5.00 credit on their electric 
bill when they become a mem¬ 
ber of the Air Evac Lifeteam. 

Please Note: You must 
write the special get code of 
“3974” on your Air Evac mem¬ 
bership application form to 
qualify for the special Wayne- 
White $5.00 credit on your 
electric bill. 

WA!R€VAC 
LIFETEAM 

MM* 



Surprise Sirthday Party 
For Cooperative Manager/CEO 

ar^l Donjon, Manager/ , ^ ^’ 
CEO of Wayne-White ^ .' 7 
bounties Electric Coop- c .•’ *1 / 

erative was the surprise 
recipient of a birthday party 

in his honor orchestrated by his 
wife, Sandy. The “over the hill” 
surprise was held in the garage | 
of the cooperative headquarters, 
with all employees and board 
, ' r. v , . 

members aware of it except him. 
He is shown opening a variety of 
gag gifts. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
Route 15 West, PO. Drawer E, Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

618-842-2196 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • Web address: www.waynewhitecoop.com 
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Cooperative Assists Fairfield 
Fligh School With Lights 

inemen from Wayne-White 
came to the aid of the Fair- 
field High School athletic 

department recently by provid¬ 
ing a tree truck with an extended 
boom to enable crews to replace 

bad bulbs at the football field prior 
to the start of the season. In the 
past, a crane had to be rented to 
reach the light fixtures, but the new 
tree truck at Wayne-White had the 
additional reach needed to com¬ 
plete the task. 
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Daryl Donjon, CEO/General Manager 

On Thursday, August 
| 17, 2006, represen¬ 
tatives of your Co¬ 

operative attended a 
I? Settlement Conference in 

Federal Court in Benton, 
Illinois, regarding the Colgan-Mc- 
Meen lawsuit. Magistrate Judge 
Frazier should be commended for 
his ability to frame the issues and 
bring the parties together. At the 
writing of this article, although ten¬ 
tative settlement terms were agreed 
upon, the final settlement docu¬ 
ments have not been executed. As¬ 
suming the final settlement terms 
are not confidential, and that is 
certainly the wish of the Board of 
Directors, the membership will be 
informed as to the outcome. 

From a personal view, recog¬ 
nizing that I was not a party to the 
past, and thus not caught up in the 
emotion of the past, I commend 
the Board members for settling the 
lawsuit. The members can rest as¬ 
sured that the Board thoroughly 
debated the settlement terms and 
unanimously believe that the settle¬ 
ment is in the best interest of you, 
the Cooperative member-owners. 

The settlement allows this Co¬ 
operative to put the past behind us 
and move forward with addressing 
the critical issues facing Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coopera¬ 
tive in the future. 

As a matter of fact, the Board 
of Directors and management held 
a Strategic Planning Session on Au¬ 
gust 15-16 to do just that. With the 
assistance of Scott Luecal and Steve 
Aadland, recognized experts in Stra¬ 
tegic Planning and Strategic Gov¬ 
ernance, your Board of Directors 

Continued on 16b 

Steve Decker and Noel Edmison 

Andy 0\over and Va\e Harris 

Jerry Williams 
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Continued from 16a 

and C.E.O. collaborated through 
a strategy lab process and devel¬ 
oped a consensus as to a new 
mission statement and new goal 
statements. Below are the results 
of the Strategic Planning Session. 

The Board of Directors and 
Management sincerely hope that 
you, the member-owners, are 
also willing to put the issues of 
the past to bed, and pull togeth¬ 
er to again make Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative a 
pillar of strength. 

locates and retires patronage 
capital. 
3- Design and set rates that 
best position the cooperative 
to absorb increases in future 
power supply and operating 
costs. 
4. Implement debt reduction 
opportunities that improve the 
long-term rate and cost posi¬ 
tions of the cooperative. 

Power Supply 
Level 1: To ensure that the mem¬ 
bers’ long-term power supply 
capacity needs are met. 

ent and unified message (cor¬ 
porate image). 
5-Develop incentive programs 
and rates to help members 
manage their use and control 
their costs of electric service, 
and build appropriate load 
for the Cooperative. 

(Board Initiative) 
Governance: 
Level I: To optimize the per¬ 
formance of the Board in the 
execution of its governance re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

Mission 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative is dedicated to serv¬ 
ing our member-owners by pro¬ 
viding excellent electric service, 
superior customer service and 
other services that improve their 
quality of life at fair and afford¬ 
able prices. 

Goal Statements 

(Management Initiatives) 
Rates and Finances 
Level I: To optimize the balance 
between a) financial steward¬ 
ship that ensures sound long¬ 
term financial performance 
of the cooperative with b) the 
members’ needs for stable 
and fair rates for electric ser¬ 
vice. 

Level IT Based on the appropri¬ 
ate analysis: 

1. Establish the desired equity 
level that minimizes rate in¬ 
flation compared to other al¬ 
ternatives. 
2. Establish a policy that ap¬ 
propriately and effectively al¬ 

Level IT Through the analysis of 
power-supply options, secure 
long-term future power supply 
to: 

1. Protect our members in 
terms of adequacy, continuity 
and reliability of power. 
2. Secure stable, market-com¬ 
petitive rates. 
3- Spread and achieve an ac¬ 
ceptable level of risk. 

Member Support 
Level I: To enhance member 
satisfaction, loyalty, support and 
involvement with their coopera¬ 
tive. 

Level IT By focusing and analyz¬ 
ing member needs and desires: 

1. Continually analyze mem¬ 
ber perceptions of the coopera¬ 
tive. 
2. Establish a reasonable and 
responsible means to return 
capital credits to the mem¬ 
bers. 
3-Plan and communicate 
rate increases to prevent "rate 
shock ” problems. 
4. Develop and project a coher¬ 

Level II: As driven by the Board’s 
legal and fiduciary responsibili¬ 
ties: 

1. Create an environment in 
the boardroom of mutual 
respect, appropriate confiden¬ 
tiality, trust and loyalty to 
board decisions. 
2. Ensure the enactment of 
legally defensible and con¬ 
sistently applied bylaws and 
policies. 
3- Inculcate in the board 
culture an imperative to 
translate member wishes into 
organizational performance. 
4. Fulfill Director’s responsi¬ 
bility for individual learning 
and awareness of current is¬ 
sues. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West • PO. Drawer E 
Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

618-842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.waynewhitecoop.com 
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?ortab\e Heatere For Your Home....the 
reet of the etory 

ith the winter 
months approach¬ 

ing, there has 
been some buzz 

about a so-called new 
w space-age portable heat¬ 

er that is heavily promoted 
on a syndicated radio talk show. 
We have had inquiries about this 
heater from our membership, so 
we have investigated the product 
on your behalf. The new heater 
promises to save you up to 50 
percent on your energy bill and 
can be rolled around on cast¬ 
ers from room to room. Sounds 
great doesn’t it? Well, as the say¬ 
ing goes, if it sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is. 

First of all, remember that 
when a product is personally 
endorsed by a syndicated radio 
talk show host, there is compen¬ 
sation paid to the radio host for 
that endorsement. 

Secondly, when we investi¬ 
gated the new space-age heater, 
we discovered that it operates on 
electricity with six 250-watt bulbs 
that produce a total output of 
1,500 watts. Ironically, that is the 
same amount of wattage (1,500) 
that is put out by most of the 
fan-forced space heaters you find 
at any hardware store. 

These units are not even 
made in the United States, they 
are made in Asia. They are being 
distributed and sold across the 
nation for $400-500. That’s a lot 
of money for a glorified space 
heater. 

While a space heater may be 
effective for a quick short burst 
of heat in a small area, they are 
not recommended as an ongoing 
source of regular heat for your 
home, due to the energy they 
will consume as well as safety 
concerns. The same rule applies 
to the new heater advertised on 
syndicated radio that generates 
heat by use of six light bulbs at 

1,500 watts. If you use that unit 
for continuous heat or supple¬ 
mental heat, it will not save 
you money. In fact it will likely 
cost you more money than you 
are spending now to heat your 
home because of the additional 
amount of electricity you will 
consume. 

Is there an effective way to 
subsidize your present heating 
system with a portable heater? 
Yes there is. 

At Wayne-White, we sell the 
Convect Air heaters that mount 
on your wall and utilize natural 
convection to evenly heat a room 
up to 500 square feet without a 
fan and without a motor. Unlike 
the new light bulb heater and 
standard space heaters men¬ 
tioned above, the Convect Air 
heaters do not consume as much 
wattage. There is a 500-watt 
model and a 1,250-watt model 
available at the Cooperative. 
Both units have a thermostat. 
There is no open element or 
flame to risk burns or fires, so 
you can safely use them. 

The Convect Air heaters are 
designed to supplement your 
present heating system, allow¬ 

ing you to turn down the ther¬ 
mostat on your regular furnace, 
and heat your busiest living area 
when you choose to by utilizing 
the quiet comfort that Convect 
Air provides. By turning down 
your main system and using a 
lower wattage heater like Con¬ 
vect Air, you could see some sav¬ 
ings. These units will plug into a 
regular grounded wall outlet and 
they include an easy mounting 
bracket for your wall. Best of all, 
they sell to our members for just 

$139 and $179 respectively, a far 
cry from the $400-$500 upfront 
for the light bulb heater that is 
also going to use more energy. 

You can see the Convect Air 
heaters on display in our lobby, 
and we would also be happy to 
show you a unique video that 
demonstrates how evenly and 
effectively Convect Air units heat 
a room as measured by infrared 
cameras and the visible move¬ 
ment of floating down particles 
in the air. Seeing is believing. For 
more information, visit our Web 
site at www.WayneWhiteCoop. 
com and click on “Convect Air 
Heaters.’’ 

Convect Air heaters 
that mount on your 

wall and utilize 
natural convection 

to evenly heat a 
room up to 500 

square feet without 
a fan and without 

a motor. 

camiECT 
Energy Efficient Electric Heaters 
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Applicatione For I EC College 
5cholarehipe Available 

ive college schol- 
■lIB arships of $1,250 

each are up for grabs 
during the 2006-2007 

|| Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Memorial Scholarship 

Program. Applications are open 
to any high school senior, 
and must be submitted 
by January 1, 2007. 
Applications and 
complete rules are 
available at both the 
Fairfield and Enfield 
offices of Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, or contact your local high 
school guidance counselor. 

Three scholarships will be 
awarded to students who are the 
sons or daughters of an Illinois 

WELCOME 
NEW COOPERATIVE 

MEMBERS 

Electric Cooperative member 
who is currently receiving servic¬ 
es from the cooperative. A fourth 
scholarship will be awarded to a 
student who is the son or daugh¬ 
ter of an Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tive employee or director. A fifth 

scholarship (new last year) is 
now reserved for use at a 

two-year Illinois com¬ 
munity college. Sons 
and daughters of 
cooperative mem¬ 

bers, employees and 
directors are eligible. 
The scholarship program 

was established in 1994 by the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC). It was de¬ 
signed to provide financial as¬ 
sistance to deserving students in 

s Terry L Allen, Elgin 
; James Alvord, Noble 
i Ian Bare, West Salem 
i John Barnfield, Geff 
s Fred Bruner, Wayne City 
Jason W & Holly R Bryson, 

Carmi 
Kyle D Butcher, Xenia 
Don & Amy Butler, Dahlgren 

: James Kevin & Paula A Carr, 
Mt Vernon 

i Cold Creek General Store, 
Ellery 

Richard Cooper & Barbara 
Gwaltney Bt Prairie 

Reece & Christina Copeland, 
Fairfield 

Beverly Couch & William 
Muncy, Clay City 

Karen Davidson, McLeansboro 
i Donnie & Sally Drake, Ellery 
Alice Emrick, Albion 
Thomas E Fitzgerald, Crossville 

: Brad & Robin Foley, Carmi 
i Greenfield Discount Grocery, 

Johnsonville 
Tammy L Grubb, Mt Erie 
Debra Halfacre, Mill Shoals 
Bridgette Howell, Wayne City 
Mark A & Marlene Hunt, 

Wayne City 
J Best Investments, Fairfield 
Jeffrey Scott & Jackie Johnson, 

McLeansboro 
Keith &JoAnn Johnson, 

Wayne City 
Paul & Patsy Johnson, Carmi 

i Cully Jones, Carmi 
: Jona L Lehr, Fairfield 
i Jeff Leuellen, McLeansboro 
i Shawn McGarrh, Enfield 
Amanda Mabrey, Wayne City 
Brian & Teri May, Fairfield 

i James G & Mardi K Mauch, 
Freeburg 

i David R Mayberry, Mt Vernon 

the “electric cooperative family.” 
Scholarships are awarded based 
upon grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance test scores (ACT or 
SAT), work and volunteer expe¬ 
rience, biographical statement, 
and a short 500-word essay dem¬ 
onstrating knowledge of electric 
cooperatives. 

Last year, Erin Pszczolkowski 
of Cisne High School was one of 
the statewide winners. We were 
very pleased to have her selected 
from the Wayne-White member¬ 
ship. Erin is a living proof that 
YOU can also win a college 
scholarship through this pro¬ 
gram, but remember, you can’t 
win if you don’t apply. Pick-up 
an application and turn it back 
in to us by January 1, 2007. 

i Steve Miller, McLeansboro 
(Joe & Patricia Morgan, Fairfield 
I Nancy L Omer, Mt Erie 
i Tracy L & Brian Orr, Crossville 
•Joyce Perry, Crossville 
• Walter Powell, McLeansboro 
• Nick & Kacy Rennier, Olney 
Ernie & Kathryn Richardson, 

Cisne 
• Mary I Rickard, Dahlgren 
s Tony & Jennifer Sanders, 

Rinard 
E Eric Smothers, Mill Shoals 
E Jason & Beth Snyder, Carmi 
i Kevin Warren, Sevierville, TN 
i Johnny L & Theresa Williams, 

Springerton 
i Jeffrey S, Sr & Tuesday Wilson, 

Cisne 
i Russell L & Dorothy Wilson, 

Fairfield 
t William & Leslie Woods, Ellery 
t Steve & Rose York, Carmi 
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\e Your Gae Furnace Aging? 
Consider An Energy-Efficient 

“Add-On” Heat Pump 

A n air-to-air heat pump 
is a cost-effective way 

to provide heating and 
cooling for your home all 

in one unit. In the heating 
mode, a heat pump will 

collect heat from the outdoor unit 
(condenser) and discharge it inside 
through the air handler. With the 
help of a reversing valve, the flow of 
refrigerant moves in the opposite di¬ 
rection and heat is extracted from the 
air handler and discharged outside, 
creating air conditioning. You can still 
keep your aging gas furnace as a back¬ 
up heating source in case the outside 
temperatures were cold enough for a 
period of time that the “add on” heat 
pump needed to activate its “emer¬ 
gency heat” mode, during which time 
the heat pump would automatically 
use your existing gas furnace to help 
heat your home during any extreme 
cold conditions. It’s this use of your 
existing gas furnace during the “emer¬ 
gency heat” mode that makes the “add 
on” heat pump even more economical 
than a normal air-to-air heat pump. 

You may ask the question: 
“Wouldn’t it be cheaper for me to 
buy a standard electric resistance 
furnace together with a central air- 
conditioning unit?” The Answer: No, 
because it would only be about $500 
less in upfront costs, and the electric 
furnace and central air units will use 
a lot more energy each month than 
a new air-to-air heat pump in both 
winter and summer. If you really want 
a lower energy bill, a heat pump is 
the answer, because they are 200 to 
250 percent efficient. What does that 
efficiency mean in average savings? 
Research conducted by Washington 
State University indicates that dur¬ 
ing the heating season, an air-to-air 
heat pump can save homeowners 
in our climate area as much as $699 
compared to using a standard electric 
furnace or electric baseboard heat. 
During the cooling season in the 
summer, their studies show that an 
air-to-air heat pump can save as much 
as $430 a year to cool a home com¬ 
pared to a central-air unit. Remember, 
these figures are based upon averages 
for our climate area. Your actual sav¬ 

ings may vary based upon factors such 
as home insulation, duct work, age 
of your current system, size of your 
home, etc. 

Cooling efficiency for air condi¬ 
tioners and heat pumps is indicated 
by a SEER (Seasonal Energy Efficiency 
Ratio) rating, which tells you how ef¬ 
ficiently the unit uses electricity. Heat 
pumps also have heating efficiency 
ratings, indicated as an HSPF (Heating 
Seasonal Performance Factor). In 
general, the higher the SEER or HSPF 
rating, the less electricity the unit 
will use to cool (or heat) your home. 
Today’s new standards in air-to-air 
heat pumps have made them the 2nd 
best choice overall in cost-efficient 
heating and cooling for your home. 
The overall best choice for both heat¬ 
ing and cooling is still a Geothermal 
heat pump, although the air-to-air 
heat pumps are more affordable in 
upfront costs for most homeowners 
and are ideal to “add-on” to an aging 
gas furnace as mentioned above. 

If you are building a new home, 
we strongly suggest you budget a 
Geothermal Heat Pump into your 
home plans. It will provide both the 
heating and cooling for your home 
by using the earth’s natural resources 
and are roughly 350-400 percent ef¬ 
ficient. A geothermal heat pump uses 
water instead of air as a source of heat 
gain or loss. Water is pumped through 
a closed loop of pipes buried in the 
ground or in a pond. The condenser 
and evaporator coil are enclosed in 
one cabinet, which stays inside your 
home and out of the weather ele¬ 
ments. These units can also supply up 
to 50 percent of your water heating 
needs as a FREE byproduct. Most Geo¬ 
thermal owners will see their unit pay 
for itself in about five years through 
the energy saved. They are quiet and 
require very little maintenance. 

For more information about heat 
pumps, visit our Web site at www 
WayneWhiteCoop.com or stop by 
and visit with our energy advisors. 
There are many qualified dealers and 
installers of both air-to-air heat pumps 
and geothermal heat pumps in our 
cooperative service area. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • December 2006 
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Web 3\te 
Update 

any new pages 
that have recently 

been added to our 
Web site at www. 

Concrete Replacement 
Completed At 
Cooperative Building 

Wayne WhiteCoop. 
com They include: 

>“ Underground Service Instal¬ 
lation: Includes a video clip of an 
actual installation and the rate 
structure for our underground 
electric services. 

>• Illinois Country Living Ar¬ 
chives: Page 9 feature stories from 
the past 12 months are now on¬ 
line in pdf files so users can go 
back in time and print them out. 

>• Helpful Resource Articles: 
Key articles from the center sec¬ 
tions of past ICL Magazines are 
now on the Web site in pdf files 
so users can print them out. For 
example: Phantom Power Loads 
in Your Home can cost you mon¬ 
ey. 

>- Energy Information Links 
Page: Includes logos and links to 
several helpful energy pages and 
energy use calculators. 

>* Heat Pump vs. Electric Fur¬ 
nace: A sample comparison of the 
energy use and cost of both sys¬ 
tems in an average home. 

V Blower Door Tests: Includes 
photos and video clip of an actual 
test, and explains the rationale 
for having the test done in your 
home to detect costly air leaks. 

>■ Convect Air Heaters: This 
page has been remodeled to 
include a video clip of the air 
particles moving through the 
air during a lab experiment that 
compares the Convect Air units 
against standard space heaters 
and baseboard heaters. 

Note: You must have a high-speed 
Internet connection to view the 
video clips. Don’t have high-speed? 
Click on our Web site and read the 
page that provides a list of 10 In¬ 
ternet service providers in our area 
that now offer high-speed Internet 
connections to our membership. 

wo areas of concrete were recently replaced at the 
Fairfield headquarters building. The concrete sections 

had been in dire need of repair for many months. Work 
was completed by Greenwalt’s Construction of Wayne 

City. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West • P.O. Drawer E 
Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

618-842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.waynewhitecoop.com 
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The Frice Of Copper le Not 
Worth The Frice Of A Life 

Ithough it has not yet become a problem in the 
Wayne-White Cooperative service area, there is an 

increase in attempted copper thefts around the nation, 
dtich often results in needless fatalities and power out¬ 

ages. 
According to SafeElectricity.org, there has been a 25 per¬ 

cent increase in theft attempts over the past year, due in part 
to the increased price in copper and other metals sold for scrap. 
Burglars in some areas of the country have gone as far as climbing 
power poles, scaling fences at substations, and breaking into build¬ 
ings to steal the precious metal. Thieves have become bolder and 
more inventive. 

A New Mexico man was found dead beneath a power pole 
in August. He was electrocuted while trying to cut copper wir¬ 
ing from a live transformer. A Dallas, Texas man lost his life and 
knocked out power to thousands in July when he cut into a live 
power line. Similar accidents have been reported in South Caro¬ 
lina, Kansas and other states. Since March, the Kentucky Public 
Service Commission has reported at least three electrocution 
deaths associated with the attempted theft of copper wire. 

Perhaps one of the scariest instances took place at a house in 
Peoria, Illinois on July 13. Thieves stole copper piping off a water 
heater in the basement and the house filled up with gas. There was 
an explosion that knocked the house several inches off its founda¬ 
tion. The house was demolished the same day. 

“These deaths and damages are completely unnecessary, and 
they could happen anywhere,” said Jerry Houser, Manager of Mem¬ 
ber Services at Wayne-White. “People must be aware of this kind 
of theft and that careless handling of electric power can result in 
extremely dangerous situations.” 

The cooperative would like to remind you that dealing with 
any metal and electricity is a dangerous combination, especially 
when it is done without permission and without proper training. 

“If you think that stealing electric wire is a quick way to earn 
some easy money, think again,” said Houser. “The price of the 
metal is not worth the price of a life.” For more information, visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org. 

AREA INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS 
SCHEDULED 

During December, the cooperative will hold a series of Area 
Meetings for members to learn more about the finances of the coop¬ 
erative. Members are invited to attend any of the five Wayne-White 
area meetings listed below: 

>• December 11, 6:30 p.m. 
@ Edwards County Exhibition 
Building—Albion 
>* December 12, 6:30 p.m. @ 
Wayne County Fair Floral Hall— 
Fairfield 
> December 13, 6:30 p.m. @ 
First United Methodist Church— 
McLeansboro 

>■ December 18, 6:30 p.m. (f 
White County Fair Floral Hall- 
Carmi 
> December 19, 6:30 p.m. (c 

Village Hall Community Build¬ 
ing—Wayne City 

ATTENTION 

Annual 
Safety 
Testing on 
Truck Fleet 

through manda¬ 
tory testing by Delta 

Mobile Testing of LaGrange, 
KY. The annual tests ensure 
that the cooperative-owned 
trucks continue to meet 
OSHA standards for safety 
by measuring the dielectric 
capacity and structural 
integrity. The mobile testing 
van comes equipped with 
a step-up transformer and 
generator to perform the 
tests, which generally take 
about two hours per truck. 
Pictured is a Delta technician 
attaching a test lead to one 
of the bucket areas of the 
truck. 
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WELCOME 
NEW COOPERATIVE 

MEMBERS 

Alltel, Little Rock, AR 
s Lauren D & Kathleen 
Backstrom, Cisne 

i James Edward Browning & 
Lisa Schneider, Carmi 

I Kyle D Coil, Texico 
Anita F Cosby, Carmi 

i Travis & Kimberly Flora, 
Wayne City 

i Roger Fuehne, Albers 
i Marilyn Hawkins, Grayville 
l Mary Hill, Fairfield 
i Martha Houser, Fairfield 
l Amy Jacobs, McLeansboro 
i John D Kirkman, Xenia 
R James Lawson & Christy 
Reed, Noble 

■ Stefan & Marietta R Lazzo, 
Park Forest 

* Bernard L Lee, Jr, Fishers, IN 
l Jerry & Wanda Lowery, 
Waynesville, IN 

i Victor T & Debra C 
McMahan, Sumrall, MS 

i Richard & Diane K Pickett, 
McLeansboro 

i Phillip Ray, Jr, Johnsonville 
t Realty Masters Inc, Mt Vernon 
i Steven H & Mary Ann 
Schrum, New Lenox 

i Kevin Shaw, Carmi 
i Joe Shelby & Rachel 
McClellan, Fairfield 

i Cameron Simpson, Fairfield 
I Brett & Amanda Tullis, 
Fairfield 

i James P Vaughan, Geff 
i Nick & Jodi Webster, 
Johnsonville 

i Kim Wiegel, Cisne 
i Melissa B Wilkerson, 
McLeansboro 

Wayne-White Hoete County 
Road Commieeionere 

any of the Wayne County road commissioners were 
recent guests of the cooperative at a roundtable 
discussion with the Vegetation Management and 
Operations departments. Coffee and donuts were 
provided as the CEO/Manager Daryl Donjon answered 

questions about the cooperative and introduced Jim Gif¬ 
ford, Right-of-Way Manager, and Erin Halley, Operations Manager. 

They presented the five-year Right-of-Way work plan with the road 
commissioners so that they would know when cooperative person¬ 
nel would be working in their area. 

The Cooperative has an aggressive vegetation management 
program that provides scheduled circuit pruning, spraying and 
mechanical clearing throughout the 11-county Wayne-White service 
area. Some of the commissioners commented that they have person¬ 
ally experienced fewer power outages in recent years due to the 
efforts of the vegetation management (right-of-way) crews. 

Co-Op Employees Volunteer 
With Junior Achievement Wayne- 

er
e 

ployees 
Randy 

Olson and 
Lisa Arview have been 
volunteering as con¬ 
sultant/instructors for 
the local Junior Achievement 
Program in Wayne County 
during a 10-week period. Ol¬ 
son is pictured with Ms. Sally 
Dye’s 7th grade class at Geff 
Grade School. Arview is pic¬ 
tured with Mrs. Harrelson’s 
5th grade class at New Hope 
School. Since its founding in 
1919, Junior Achievement 
has contributed to the busi¬ 
ness and economics education of young people in the United States. 
The purpose is to educate and inspire young people to value free 
enterprise, business, marketing and economics to improve the qual¬ 
ity of their lives. JA is a not-for-profit organization based in Colorado 
Springs, CO. It is financed by businesses, foundations and individual 
donors. Many Wayne County area business people are providing 
volunteer service at area grade schools as part of the local JA effort. 
Olson works in the Member Services department at Wayne-White, 
while Arview works in Human Resources. 
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Paul Dion 

From The Manager 
Happy New Year! This time of year is 

notorious for freezing rain, sleet, and 
ice storms caused by cold winds, moisture 
in the atmosphere, and fluc¬ 
tuating temperatures. A heavy 
build-up of ice on power lines 
can cause wires to snap and 
utility poles to topple. Despite 
Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop.’s aggressive vegetation 
management program, falling 
ice-laden trees or limbs can 
bring down power lines that 
may cause outages. 

Here in west central Illinois, 
we have been blessed by not 
having a major ice storm oc¬ 
cur for some time (I hope I haven’t just jin¬ 
xed us). However, it pays to be prepared. 
Having the right supplies and knowing 
how to stay warm are keys to weathering 
a winter storm emergency. 

W,„ 
do everything it 
takes to restore 

your power 
as quickly as 

possible. 

In this issue you will find two “clip and 
save” articles that I encourage you to look 
at. Put them on the fridge or another place 

so they will be easy to find when 
needed. The first article explains 
what should be in an emergency 
kit and the other explains what 
members can do when the 
power first goes out. 

When severe winter 
weather happens, it can cause 
extensive damage to substa¬ 
tions, power lines, and other 
electrical equipment. Even with 
our crews working around the 
clock, damage this serious may 
take time to repair. Our members 

have always been patient (3518-5) and 
understanding during major outages. And 
I thank our members for that. Please be 
assured that we’ll do everything it takes to 
restore your power as quickly as possible. 

Rising LP Prices Stretching Your Budget? 
Did you know that those WIEC members 

who have electric heat are paying the 
same rate for their electric heat that they did 
in 1997? Can those who heat with propane 
or gas make the same claim? (4815-56) 

Choose smart- 
choose electric! 

Call toll free (800) 576-3125 
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es
ter

n 
Illi

no
is 

El
ec

tri
ca

l C
oo

p. 
• Y

ou
r e

lec
tri

c c
om

pa
ny

 • 
W

es
ter

n I
llin

oi
s E

lec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 

• Y
ou

r e
lec

tri
c c

om
pa

ny
 •

 W
es

ter
n 

Illi
no

is 
El

ec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 



524 North Madison I P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

www.wiec.net I 800/576-3125 

a 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

DURING OFFICE HOURS, 
OR AFTER HOURS 

TO REPORT OUTAGE 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

MAP LOCATION CONTEST 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 

WIEC holds 11th Annual Safety Fair 
Last September 30th, approxi¬ 

mately 280 students from eight 
different elementary schools came 
to the 11th Annual WIEC Safety Fair. 
The day was jam-packed with tools 
the students and teachers can use 
to stay safe when confronted with 
different dangerous situations in a 
fun and entertaining manner. 

The Safety Fair would not be pos¬ 
sible without the help of these indi¬ 
viduals and organizations (4626-16) 

WIEC would like to thank the fol¬ 
lowing presenters: 

Maria Hopp, Hancock Co. 911 
Department and Hancock Co. Am¬ 
bulance - Emergency preparedness 

IL Conservation Officer Mike 
Schell - Boating Safety 

Kristen Huls and Dawn Wein¬ 
berg, University of Illinois Exten¬ 
sion - Farm Safety Jeopardy game 

Carthage Clipper Fire Depart¬ 
ment-Smoke House 

Melita Finney of Hancock Co. 
Health Department - Bicycle Safety 

Wayne Harbourn of Burlington 

Northern Railroad - Railroad Cross¬ 
ing Safety 

Deputy Andy Hall and Rex, the 
Hancock Co. Drug Dog - Drug De¬ 
tection 

WIEC would also like to thank: 
Bill and Sue Reed of Sly Fox Food 

Service, Pat Goetz, Ginny Hurwitz and 
Lisa Morrison, who helped serve 
lunch to the hungry students, teach¬ 
ers, and presenters. 

WIEC received much appreciated 
donations from: 

BNSF Railroad - donation of 
bottled water 

Refreshment Services Pepsi/Sly 
Fox Food Service - donation of 
bottled water 

Marine Trust Company - donation 
of paper products 

...and finally acknowledge all 
the employees and board members 
of WIEC who work very hard on 
the Safety Fair each year - just for 
the kids. 
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□ KAY, THE LIGHTS 
WENT OUT! NOW WHAT? 

Check with your neighbors to see if their power 
is off. If they have power, you need to see if the 

problem is in your breaker or fuse box. 

• Before you call WIEC, try to reset the main breaker. 
This may be located at the meter pole, below the 
meter and/or at your main breaker box. If you have 
a pedestal, the main breaker probably is still under 
the meter. Flip the main breaker to the “OFF” posi¬ 
tion, then back to “ON”. In many cases, this is all 
you need to do to restore power. 

• If the power doesn’t come back on, 
turn all the branch breakers that control 
individual circuits to the “OFF” position. 
Reset the main breaker and slowly turn 
the branch breakers on one at a time 
until power is restored. If you have 
fuses, check for burnt ones and replace 
with new ones. Be sure to use the same 
size of amperage as the old fuse. 

• If your main breaker or branch circuit 
breaker will not reset, you may need to contact an 
electrician. However, if your breakers will reset and 
your power is not restored, it’s time to call WIEC. 

• Report your outage. Please have your map loca¬ 
tion number ready to give the on-call person 

l f you 
notice that your 

neighbors’ power 
was restored and 
yours wasn’t, let 

WIEC know. 

when asked. IF THE LINE IS BUSY FOR A LONG 
PERIOD OF TIME, it probably means it is a large 
outage and a wide area may be affected. Be 
patient, but keep trying to call periodically. Our 
phone numbers are 217-357-3125 OR 1-800- 
576-3125. 

It’s a good idea to turn off all appliances, heating 
and cooling systems, lights, and other electric 
equipment to avoid overloading the system when 

power is restored. This is especially 
important if the lights “browned” or 
dimmed before going completely out. 
Leave on one light so you’ll know 
when the power is restored. 

• To prevent water pipes from freez¬ 
ing, keep faucets turned on slightly so 
water drips from the tap. 

• NEVER cook or generate heat indoors 
with a camp stove or charcoal grill! They 
both emit fumes that can be deadly. 

If you notice that your neighbors’ power was 
restored and yours wasn’t, let WIEC know. You 
may have an individual outage due to downed 
wires or other defective equipment. No matter 
what the reason, we need to know. Call WIEC! 

BE PREPARED 

Here’s what you can do now to be prepared, before the bad weather strikes. 

Always, always, always keep flashlights and a 
supply of fresh batteries readily available. A battery- 
powered radio or TV might come in handy, too! 

Know where to find extra blankets. 

Fill spare containers with water for washing, and 
keep a supply of bottled drinking water on hand. 

Keep a supply of foods that don’t require cooking or 
refrigeration, along with a hand opener for canned 
food. Remember, the electric one won’t work! 

Cordless phones do not work without electric¬ 
ity. Have one “corded” phone or cell phone to 
use as a standby. 

Don’t forget to include a first aid kit, prescrip¬ 
tion medicines, and special items for infant, 
elderly, or disabled family members. 

Using gas, propane, or charcoal grills for cook¬ 
ing inside can have deadly consequences due 
to carbon monoxide. Use these types of grills 
outside. 
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Weather 
Proverbs 
The weather of the 

year’s first 12 
days corresponds 
to the 12 months of 
the year. 

Change A Light, Change The World 
The ENERGY STAR Change a Light, Change 

the World Campaign is a national challenge 
to encourage every American to help change the 
world, one light, one step at a time. If every U.S. 
household changed just one light to an ENERGY 
STAR qualified one, we’d collectively save more 
than 35 billion pounds of greenhouse gas 
emissions. That’s the environmental 
equivalent of taking one million cars 
off the road. 

Ways To Save With Lighting 

1) Change five lights. Replace your 
homes five most frequently used light 
fixtures, or the bulbs in them, with mod 
els that have earned the ENERGY STAR = 
for energy efficiency and save more than ^ 
$60 a year in energy costs. The five high- 
est-use lights are typically found in the kitchen, 
living room, bathroom, and outdoor areas 
(such as a porch or post lamp). 

2) Get 1 instead of 10. Compact fluorescent 
lamps (CFLs) last 6 to 10 times longer than 
standard incandescent light bulbs, saving you 
time buying and replacing bulbs, and about 
$25 in energy costs over the life of each bulb. 

3) Look to lumens (not watts) for light. When 
selecting energy-efficient light bulbs, use lu¬ 
mens, or light output, as the guide to getting 
the right bulb. Energy-efficient lighting will 
provide the same amount of light while using 
fewer watts. 

4) Consider the environmental savings. Your 
home can cause twice as many greenhouse 
gas emissions as your car! Most U.S. homes 
still get their energy from power plants that 
burn fossil fuels and release greenhouse 
gases into our atmosphere. If one room in 

every U.S. home used only ENERGY STAR 
qualified lighting, we’d prevent air pollu¬ 

tion (4819-54-24) equal to the emis¬ 
sions from eight million cars. Some 
savings are worth more than dollars 
and cents. 

5) Flip a switch when leaving a 
om. Saving energy and money can 

_ t by not wasting energy. When you 
^ leave a room, turn off the light and see the 
^ savings. 

6) Safety (and savings) first. The bulb in 
a halogen touchier lamp burns at between 
700-1,100 degrees Fahrenheit, hot enough to 
fry an egg, signaling a lot of wasted energy. 
To save energy, use this lamp infrequently, 
or consider replacing it with a fixture that’s 
earned the ENERGY STAR rating and operates 
at much cooler, safer temperatures. 

7) Put your lights on a schedule. Make sure 
your lights are on only when you need them. 
Install timers that automatically turn lights off 
and on according to your needs. Use motion 
detectors on outdoor fixtures for safety and to 
prevent lights from being on all night. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Omitted from the December newsletter 

Gary Anspach, Lomax 
Robert K. Barlow, Nauvoo 

Steven D. Burton, Tennessee 
Edward R. Cochran, Carthage 
Amanda M. Collier, Dallas City 

Donald J. Elliott, LaHarpe 
Farmers & Merchants State Bank, Bushnell 

Lori Furman, Stronghurst 
Lawrence E. & Carol V. Holden, Palmdale, CA 

Eric Justin Hoppe, Hamilton 
Jason M. Kinman, Niota 

Danny Leffler, Sutter 
Sherry Marshall, Nauvoo 

llena & Jay Nagel, Keokuk 
Edward J. Newton, Burnside 
Kathy L. Pindell, Dallas City 

Jacob & Justin Roach, Edwards, CO 
Gloria Raquel Ryland, Carthage 

Fredrick W. & Dixie L. Shipman, Grant Park 

Michael & Stacey Swisher, Stronghurst 
Stanley E. & Marilyn A. Walker, Hamilton 

For the January newsletter 

Brandy A. Adams, Stronghurst 
Tyler Caley, Bowen 

Rodney Sittings, Rock Island 
Sharon L. Grant, Gladstone 

Paul A. Hileman, Niota 
Charles E. Jr. & Linda S. Leese, Kirkland 

Jason Denning, Ursa 
James S. Jr. & Jennifer M. Parrish, Hamilton 

Robert B. & Jennifer A. Richardson, 
Arlington Hts. 

George B. & Donna C. Simmons, 
Cedar Mountain, NC 

Udder Hill Dairy, Inc., Carthage 
Robert Von Burg, West Point 

Jon & Laurie Warren, Keokuk, IA 
Kelly Windsor, Niota 
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