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Electrical shocks and fires 
lull more than a thousand 

people, and result in tens of 
thousands of injuries each year. 
Overloaded outlets, misused and 
faulty cords and electrical devices 
are leading causes of home elec¬ 
trical fires. 

Make a check every year for 
electrical fire and shock hazards: 

Electrical outlets - Check for 
loose-fitting plugs, which can be 
a shock or fire hazard. Replace 
missing or broken wall plates 
so wiring and components are 
not exposed. If you have young 
children in the home, check that 
unused outlets are covered. 

Plugs - Never force them 
into outlets. Don’t remove the 
grounding pin (third prong) to 
make a three-prong plug fit a 
two-conductor outlet Avoid over¬ 
loading outlets with adapters and 
too many appliance plugs. 

Cords - Make sure they are 
not frayed or cracked, placed 
under carpets or rugs, or located 
in high traffic areas. Do not nail 
or staple them to walls, floors or 
other objects. 

Extension cords - Use them 
on a temporary basis only. They 
are not intended as permanent 
household wiring. Make sure 
they have safety closures to pro¬ 
tect young children from shock 

and mouth burn injuries. 
■ Light bulbs - Check the 

wattage to make sure light bulbs 
match the fixture requirements. 
Replace bulbs that have higher 
wattage ratings than recom¬ 
mended. Make sure they are 
screwed in securely so they don’t 
overheat. 

Ground Fault Circuit Inter¬ 
rupters (GFCIs) - Make sure GF¬ 
CIs are installed in your kitchen, 
bathrooms, laundry, workshop, 
basement and garage as well as 
on outdoor outlets. Test them 
monthly to ensure they’re work¬ 
ing properly. 

Circuit breakers/Fuses - Fus¬ 
es should be properly rated for 
the circuit they are protecting. If 
you don’t know the correct rat¬ 
ing, have an electrician identify 
and label the correct size to be 
used. Always replace a fuse with 
the same size you are removing. 
Check that circuit breakers are 
working properly. 
■ Appliances/Electronics - If 

an appliance repeatedly blows 
a fuse, trips a circuit breaker or 
has given you an electrical shock, 
immediately unplug it and have 
it repaired or replaced. Look for 
cracks or damage in wiring and 
connectors. Use surge protectors 
to protect expensive electronics. 

Electrical wiring - Wiring 
■ Continued on 16b 
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Smart Thermostats Save You Money 
T ooking for ways to save on 
JLyour heating bill. Setting 
back your home’s thermostat for 
eight hours when the house is 
unoccupied can save you 1 per¬ 
cent for every degree. But who 
needs one more thing to remem¬ 
ber in the morning rush? And do 
you really want to come home to 
a cold house? 

Try installing a smart ther¬ 
mostat. Smart thermostats can 
be set to turn down the heat at 
the time everyone leaves and 
turn it back up shortly before 
everyone returns. They can also 
be programmed to turn the heat 
down at night when everyone is 
snug in their beds and back up 
before everyone wakes up. The 
schedule can be set up different¬ 
ly for weekdays and weekends 
and some smart thermostats 
even have a vacation mode. 

Large. Clear Display ivitfi 
backlighting shows the current 
and set temperatures and time 
even in the dark. 

Menu Driven Programming Beautiful Ergonomic Design 
makes set up effortless. smart and sophisticated lo 

match your lifestyle. 

Real Time Clock 
keeps time during 
power failures 
and automatically 
updates to 
daylight savings 

Armchair Programming 
allows you to remove the 
thermostat from the wail 
for programming.  

Speed Same-Schedule 
Programming — no need 
to copy multiple days. 

Various HOLD Options 
allow you to override the 
program schedule as 
desired. 

Change/Check Reminders 
let you know when to 
service or replace ‘liters, 
batteries, etc 

For more information on this and other ways to save 
energy contact your local electric cooperative, your 
local home center, or your local HVAC dealer. 

■ Continued from 16a 

defects are a major cause of resi¬ 
dential blazes. Check periodically 
for loose wall receptacles, loose 
wires, or loose lighting fixtures. 
Listen for popping or sizzling 
sounds behind walls. Immediately 
shut off, then professionally re¬ 
place light switches that are hot 
to the touch and lights that spark 
and flicker. 

Service capacity - As you 
continue to upgrade your home 
with more lighting, appliances and 
electronics, your home’s electri¬ 
cal service capacity may become 
overburdened. If fuses blow or 
trip frequently, you may need to 
increase electrical service and add 
new branch circuits. A qualified, 
licensed electrician can determine 
the appropriate service require¬ 
ments for your home. 
For more information on electrical 
safety, visit www.SafeElectricity. 
org 

light Up Your Nignt 
ent a security light from Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative 

■ 100 watt high-pressure 
sodium (HPS) $7.50/month 

■ 175 watt Mercury. $7.50/month 
■ 250 watt HPS $12.50/month 
■ 400 watt HPS $ 17.50/month 

A security light can only be installed on an existing trans- 
foiitier or meter pole. 

Can (877) 404-2572 
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Change A Light, Change The World 
The ENERGY STAR Change 

a Light, Change the World 
Campaign is a national chal¬ 
lenge to encourage every Ameri¬ 
can to help change the world, 
one light, one step at a time. If 
every U.S. household changed 
just one light to an ENERGY 
STAR qualified one, we’d col¬ 
lectively save more than 35 bil¬ 
lion pounds of greenhouse gas 
emissions. That’s the environ¬ 
mental equivalent of taking one 
million cars off the road. 

Ways To Save With Light¬ 
ing 

1) Change five lights. Replace your homes five 
most frequently used light fixtures, or the bulbs 
in them, with models that have earned the EN¬ 
ERGY STAR for energy efficiency and save more 
than $60 a year in energy costs. The five high- 
est-use lights are typically found in the kitchen, 
living room, bathroom, and outdoor areas (such 
as a porch or post lamp). 

2) Get 1 instead of 10. Compact fluorescent 
lamps (CFLs) last 6 to 10 times longer than 
standard incandescent light bulbs, saving you 
time buying and replacing bulbs, and about $25 
in energy costs over the life of each bulb. 

3) Look to lumens (not watts) for light. When 
selecting energy-efficient light bulbs, use lumens, 
or light output, as the guide to getting the right 
bulb. Energy-efficient lighting will provide the 
same amount of light while using fewer watts. 

4) Consider the environmental 
savings. Your home can cause 
twice as many greenhouse gas 
emissions as vour car! Most 

J 

U.S. homes still get their en- 
ergy from power plants that 
burn fossil fuels and release 
greenhouse gases into our at¬ 
mosphere. If one room in every 
U.S. home used only ENERGY 
STAR qualified lighting, we’d 
prevent air pollution equal to 
the emissions from eight mil¬ 
lion cars. Some savings are 
worth more than dollars and 
cents. 

5) Flip a switch when leaving a room. Saving 
energy and money can start by not wasting en¬ 
ergy. When you leave a room, turn off the light 
and see the savings. 

6) Safety (and savings) first. The bulb in a halo¬ 
gen touchier lamp burns at between 700-1,100 
degrees Fahrenheit, hot enough to fry an egg, 
signaling a lot of wasted energy. To save energy, 
use this lamp infrequently, or consider replac¬ 
ing it with a fixture that’s earned the ENERGY 
STAR rating and operates at much cooler, safer 
temperatures. 

7) Put your lights on a schedule. Make sure 
your lights are on only when you need them. In¬ 
stall timers that automatically turn lights off and 
on according to your needs. Use motion detec¬ 
tors on outdoor fixtures for safety and to prevent 
lights from being on all night. 

Lineman Trainin 

Journeyman Lineman William Braden attend¬ 
ed a second year distribution safety school 
ctober 24-28 at Lincoln Land Community 

College in Springfield. The school, which taught 
advanced line work procedures, techniques and 
lineman safety issues, was hosted by the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives as part of 
an overall linemen training program. 
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Worry Free 
Do you worry about 

paying your electric 

bill on time? Has it gotten 

lost in the pile on your 

desk? Have you gone on 

vacation without paying 

it? Is the post office closed 

when you get off work? 

Spoon River Electric Co¬ 

operative has a solution for 

all these problems, paying 

your electric bill automati¬ 

cally from your bank ac¬ 

count. 

Fill out the form be¬ 

low to authorize the co-op 

to withdraw your electric 

bill from your bank ac¬ 

count each month. We’ll 

still send you a bill to tell 

you the amount paid. 

Please allow us one 

month to process your 

request. After that, don’t 

worry, your account will be 

paid on time, every time. 

Payment Options 

WORRY FREE AUTO DEBIT PAYMENT PLAN 
FILL OUT BELOW OR ATTACH A VOIDED BLANK CHECK 

Bank Name 
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To decrease the risk of burn or electrical 
shock for small children: 
A Keep small appliances out of reach. 
B Avoid using extension cords when 

children are present. 
C All of the above. 

To use extension cords safely in your home: 
A Replace worn extension cords with 

new ones. 
B Run cords through and around doors 

and windows, so you won’t trip on them. 
C Duct tape them to the floor. 

If an electrical appliance falls into the wa¬ 
ter, the first thing to do is: 
A Unplug it, then take it to a service cen 

ter. 
B Call 911, then take it to a service center. 
C Take it out quickly, and take it to a 

service center. 

When buying an extension cord: 
A Get one at least 25 feet long. 
B Make sure it has three prongs. 
C Choose one based on how it will be 
used. 

If your electrical outlet is hot to the touch: 
A Increase the size of the fuse. 
B Unplug all appliances and have the wire 

checked as soon as possible. 
C Wrap it with duct tape. 

If you don’t know what size bulb to use in a 
lamp: 
A Use a 25-watt bulb. 
B Use a 60-watt bulb. 
C Check with the manufacturer. 

16b Illinois Country Living ^ www.srecoop.org 
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The UL Mark on a product means: 
A The product will perform to your 

expectations. 
B The safety of a sample of the product 

has been evaluated by UL. 
C The government has tested and 

approved the product. 

When you need to use a three-pronged plug 
and you have only a two-pronged extension 
cord, you should: 
A Break off the third prong. 
B Use the appliance with one prong 

exposed, keeping your hands dry. 
C Avoid using the appliance until you can 

buy an appropriate extension cord. 

If you damage an electrical appliance, you 
w should: 

A Assume it’s safe, as long as no electrical 
parts are exposed. 

B Have it checked by a qualified service 
center. 

C Duct-tape over any exposed electrical 
parts. 

© A simple, effective way to protect yourself 
from serious shock hazards is to use: 
A Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). 
B Rubber gloves. 
C Circuit breakers. 

See page 16c for answers > > 



Is Your Home Losing 
Its Heat? 
Heating and cooling your home uses more 

energy than any appliance, and insulating 

your attic may be the most cost-effective way 

to stop heat loss in your house. Newer houses 

may have enough insulation, but you should 

check to make sure the insulation hasn’t be¬ 

come compressed, reducing its R-value. 

According to the U. S. Department of 

Energy, homes in northern Illinois should be 

insulated to R-49 in the attic. In the rest of 

Illinois, attics should be insulated to R-38. 

For information on installing insulation 

call your local electric co-op, home center 

or visit www.doityourself.com/insulate/ 

insulationinstall.htm. 

ANSWERS: 
1) C: All of the above. 
These practices will all help decrease the risk of injury 
to small children. Children may see cords as toys 
and play with them in ways that adults would never 
imagine. 

2) A: Replace worn extension cords with new ones. 
Hiding cords or running them around doors and win¬ 
dows can present a serious fire hazard; it is safer to 
have a qualified electrician install outlets where you 
need them. 

3) A: Unplug it, then take it to a service center. 
When an electrical appliance falls into the water, first 
unplug it. Then, take it to a service center to make 
sure there is no damage that could cause injury. 

4) C: Choose one based on how it will be used. 
Many cords are listed by UL according to their in¬ 
tended use. Some are listed for “general use,” which 
means they can be used for virtually any purpose. 
Ask your local hardware store dealer for help. 

5) B: Unplug all appliances and have the wire 
checked as soon as possible. 
If an electrical outlet becomes so hot that you can’t 
leave your hand on it, you need to consult an electri¬ 
cian. However, keep in mind, most outlets feel a little 
warm after use. 

6) C: Check with the manufacturer. 
Check to see if your manufacturer has specified 
which size bulb to use. All products Listed by UL ^ i k 
are marked with wattage ratings. If no marking is f1 y 
available, do not use bulbs rated more than 60 watts. 

7) B: A representative sample of the product has 
been evaluated by Underwriters Laboratories for 
safety. 
The UL Mark tells you that representative samples of 
the product have met UL’s rigorous requirements for 
safety. 

8) C: Avoid using the appliance until you can get an 
appropriate extension cord. 
Leaving the third prong of a plug open could expose 

you and your family to the threat of electric shock. 

9) B: Have it checked by a qualified service center 
before you use it again. 
Even if it functions normally, you should always have 
damaged appliances checked by a qualified service 
center. Be wary of older appliances, especially if you 

are not familiar with their history. 

10) A: Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). 
These devices monitor the current flowing into and 
out of a product. If the product is receiving more 
electricity than it is giving back, the GFCI immedi¬ 
ately cuts off the current. 

February 2006 Spoon River Electric Cooperative 16c 



Call them for less 
this year with 
Spoon River 

Electric 
Cooperative’s 
long distance 

service 

Call (877) 404-2572 for more information. 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
930 South Fifth Ave, PO Box 340, Canton, IL 61520 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
(309) 647-2700 
www.srecoop.org 

President/CEO Assistant Treasurer 
William R. Dodds Terry Beam, Cuba 

bdodds@srecoop.org 
Board of Directors 

Chairman James Banks, Canton 
lack Clark, Lewistown Greg Leigh, Avon 

Vice Chairman 
Scott Parrish, Flavana 

Bernard Marvel, Browning 
Kathy Smysor, Smithfield 

Secretaiy 
Steve Pille, Glasford 

Editor of Spoon River News 
Vicki Murphy 

vmurphy@srecoop.org 
Treasurer 

Lyle Nelson, Abingdon 

Through 
PowerNet Global 
Communications, 

Spoon River is able 
to offer the following 

low-cost long distance 
service to members and. 

non-members. 

calls out of state 

calls in Illinois 

Free to join 
6-second billing 
No monthly minimums 
No term agreement 
800 Number available 
at low rate 
Calling cards available 
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More Than $149,739 in 
Capital Credits from 1956-1959 
Will Be Returned 

s a member of Spoon River 
lectric Cooperative, you’re 

not a customer, you’re an owner. 
Unlike investor-owned utilities, we 
don’t have stockholders to make 
money for. We’re not for profit. 
When we make margins, they go 
toward keeping the cooperative 
running smoothly, and when we 
can, we return the extra margins to 
you, the owners, as capital credits. 
Your board of directors has recent¬ 
ly announced that the cooperative 
can afford to return $149,739.75 
in capital credits earned from 
1956-1959 while still maintaining 
adequate margins to 
effectively run the 
co-op. If you were a 
member of Spoon 
River between 1956 
and 1959, look for 
your check in the 
mail in April. 

Read through 
some of the most 
frequently asked 
questions about cap¬ 
ital credits below for 
more information. If 
you have any other 
questions, please call 
our office. 

What are capital credits? 
Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 

tive is operated on a not-for-profit 
basis. Energy cooperatives, unlike 
investor-owned utilities, are owned 
by the members they serve. When 
you pay your energy bill, you are 
accumulating equity in your co¬ 
operative. It’s similar to building 
equity in your home as funds are 
applied toward the principle. 

Margins in excess of the cost 
to serve members are used as op¬ 
erating capital. When the coop¬ 
erative realizes a positive margin 
(excess of income over expenses), 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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How much will be returned? 
One hundred percent of the cap¬ 

ital credits from 1956, 1957, 1958 
and 1959, will be refunded in 2006. 
The average check amount is $31.25. 
Your check could be more or less de¬ 
pending on the amount of electricity 
you used during those years. 

What if a member has 
moved away? 

We will attempt to mail refunds 
this April. The Cooperative will be 
mailing notices to inactive members 
to verify their mailing addresses. 
These notices will be mailed to the 
last known address for these mem¬ 
bers. If we fail to receive verification, 
a check will not be mailed. 

the margins are allocated through 
a capital credits system according 
to your usage. This is called capi¬ 
tal credit allocation. 

Spoon River assigns an in¬ 
dividual capital credit account 
for each member that’s separate 
from the billing account. When¬ 
ever funds are allocated to your 
capital credit account, your eq¬ 
uity in the cooperative increases. 

How are margins invested? 
Margins in excess of the cost 

of service are used for the pay¬ 
ment of debts, maintenance of 
the system, renewal and replace¬ 
ment, for emergencies, etc. This 
investment allows your electric 
cooperative to provide reliable 
electric service. 

When are capital credits 
(margins) returned? 

Capital credits are returned 
when the financial condition and 
the amount of equity (owner¬ 
ship) of our system is sufficient 
for it to be repaid. 

The amount of capital credits 
earned within a given year deter¬ 

mines how and when the capital 
credits will be distributed. The 
cooperative may return an entire 
year’s capital credits all at once. 
Other times a portion of one year 
or several years may be returned. 
All capital credits will eventually 
be returned to members. 

Why 1956-1959? 
All capital credits through 

1955 have been paid. Your board 
of directors has recently autho¬ 
rized paying capital credits for 
the next four years in the retire¬ 
ment cycle. 

THE BIG QUESTION: 
Do I get a refund? 

If you were a member of 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
in 1956, 1957, 1958 and/or 1959 
you will be receiving a refund. 
Capital credit checks will be 
mailed at the end of April, 2006. 

How many members does 
this affect? 

More than 5,000 members 
or their estates will be receiving 
checks, whether they still live on 
our lines or not. 

What if a member is 
deceased? 

When the cooperative receives 
documentation from the executor 
of the estate/power of attorney, a 
check will be mailed. For more in¬ 
formation on what documentation 
is needed for settlement of capital 
credits for estates, call the office. 

When will capital credits 
from 1960-2005 be 
refunded? 

Distribution of capital credits is 
determined by the financial condi¬ 
tion of the cooperative. The decision 
to return funds must be authorized 
by your board of directors. 

What should I do if I 
move off Spoon River 
Electric lines? 

Keep the cooperative informed 
of your location when you move. 
Continue to update the cooperative 
if you move again in the future. 
You have earned capital credits; it 
is very important for us to be able 
to locate you when your portion of 
funds is distributed. 

61 



Happy With Hummingbirds 
Lois White has created a sanctuary for the world’s smallest bird 

FTave you ever watched a 
.Lhummingbird? Do you mar¬ 

vel at their tiny forms and sput¬ 
tering wings? Lois White has. 
She lives in rural Smithfield with 
her husband Creel and hundreds 
of their hummingbird visitors. 

It all started about 20 years 
ago when Lois decided to make 
hummingbird feeders out of old 
peanut butter jars and home¬ 
made sweetened water. Her love 
for the animals has grown from 
there. Today she has nearly 40 
feeders around her home, which 
she has dubbed the Humming¬ 
bird Haven. 

In August, she hosted her 
first Hummingbird Festival, and 
more than 100 people flocked 
to her home to witness her tiny 
marvels. Some were there for 
knowledge, others for photos, 
and all to get an up close view of 
the creatures. Lois was thrilled to 
have so many fellow humming¬ 
bird lovers in her midst. She has 
studied the birds for years and 
is happy to share her knowledge 
with others. See some tips below 
and call her at (309) 783-4375 
if you have questions about the 
world’s smallest bird. 

I Though many hummingbirds 
leave this area in late Septem¬ 
ber, leave your feeders out until 
the end of October for all the 
migrant birds traveling through 
your area on their way south. 
These birds will make a return 
trip to your feeder in the spring. 
Put a few of the feeders back up 
by the middle of April, and ex¬ 
pect most of the hummingbirds 
to have returned by May. 

■ Clear glass feeders keep the 
nectar cooler and sweeter than 
red plastic feeders. Clear glass 
also gives you a view of the nec¬ 
tar and is easier to clean. Use hot 
water, a little dish detergent and 
Vi cup of vinegar with a bottle 
brush and cake decorating tip 
brush (to clean the holes). Be 
sure to rinse very well. 

| Fill feeders with a solution 
of one part sugar to four parts 
water. Bring the mixture to a 
boil in a stainless steel pan, then 
cool. Refrigerate any extra. Don’t 
add anything else to the mixture, 
even coloring, as it can harm the 
birds. In cool weather, change 

| Ants can min good nectar. Cut 
a metal clothes hanger into 7-inch 
lengths and then bends each into 
an “s” shape and hang the feeder 
from it. In the middle of the hang¬ 
er, put an inch of Tree Tanglefoot 
or a similar sticky substance, or 
Vaseline in cooler weather (it will 
melt when it gets hot). 

■ Don’t get rid of nesting ma¬ 
terials. Though you might want 
to brush away spider webs, 
hummingbirds use the materials 
to build their nests. They also 
use down from dandelions and 
sycamore and cottonwood trees. 
(Don’t be discouraged if you 
fail to see a nest, it took Lois six 
years to discover her first!) 

| Use at least three feeders, all 
within 20 feet of each other, but 
not within line of sight with each 
other. This will allow the female 
birds to use the feeders more. 
If you have just one feeder, one 
male will chase all the other birds 
away. By having them in close 
proximity one male can’t watch 
them all. 

the nectar every 4 to 5 days. In 
hot weather that could shorten 
to every other day. If it smells 
sweet and is clean and clear it’s 
probably still good. Start the 
season with only one cup of nec¬ 
tar per feeder and increase the 
amount as more birds show up. 
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Trees Are Natural Energy Savers 
Want to save energy and increase 

your home’s value. Plant a tree. A 
properly planted tree can save you energy 
dollars, provide beauty, as well as attract 
birds and wildlife to your yard. 

Deciduous trees planted on the south 
and west sides of your home provide 
shade that helps lower your energy 
bills in the summer and still let the 

■ ^ sun’s light through to help heat your 
home in the winter. And shading an 
outdoor air conditioning unit can 
increase its efficiency. 

Evergreen 
trees planted on 
the north and 
northwest side of 
the house, block 
bitter, winter 
winds. 

Don’t plant 
a tree too close 
to your house 
or electric lines. 
You don’t want 
to have to trim 
or cut down 
your tree later because it has grown up to 

become a hazard. 
If you would like more 

information contact your local 
electric co-op or visit www. 
arborday.org, www.eren.doe. 
gov/erec.factsheets, or call a 
landscape expert. For a list 
of local landscaping experts 
you can contact the Illinois 
Nurserymen’s Association at 
(217) 525-6222. 
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Three Local State Parks 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative has three state parks 
in its service territory. Read up on them below and 
check out this month’s feature article on page 10 for 
more information about all of Illinois’ state parks. 
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Tree Trimming 16d 

Banner Marsh State 
Fish and Wildlife Area Banner Marsh State Fish and 

Wildlife Area is located on 
Route 24 approximately 15 miles 
east of Canton. An abundance 
of wildlife and waterfowl popu¬ 
lation exits on the some 4,000 
acres purchased in the 1980s by 
the state. This area is also excel¬ 
lent for dog training and field 
trials. 

Dog training requires a per¬ 
mit that can be obtained at Rice 
Lake State Fish and Wildlife 
Area a few miles southwest of 
Banner Marsh. The permit does 
not require a fee. 

Fishing is very popular in 
Banner Marsh with more than 
200 bodies of water that hold 
bass, catfish, bluegill, crappie, 
northern pike and walleye. You 
may bank fish or boat fish. 
Rowboats, canoes and small mo¬ 
torboats are popular watercraft 
at Banner Marsh. Three public 
boat ramps offer easy access to 
the area. 

This area is also very popu¬ 
lar with outdoorsmen during the 
hunting season. It offers a vari¬ 

ety of waterfowl and dove; deer 
hunting is permitted by archery 
only. 

Banner Marsh has three 
public access areas that include 
parking lots, boat ramps, rest¬ 
rooms and picnic areas. If you 
would like to just enjoy a day 
outdoor picnicking and fishing is 
available at any of the three pub- 

Dickson Mounds Located at 10956 N. Dickson 
Mounds Rd in Lewistown, 

Dickson Mounds Museum is 
one of the major on-site archaeo¬ 
logical museums in the United 
States. 

This museum allows one the 
opportunity to explore the world 
of the American Indian in the 
Illinois River Valley. There are 
many innovative exhibits, hands- 
on activities, archaeological sites 
and special events to see. 

The museum is open year- 
round, closing only on New 
Year’s Day, Easter, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. There is no ad¬ 
mission charge. 

During the summer of 2005 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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bison remains were excavated 
along with a spear providing 
evidence that bison were hunted 
and butchered by the Indians in 
this area. This discovery was the 
most complete skeleton found 
so far. The spear was found em¬ 
bedded between the ribs of the 
bison. 
Permanent exhibits at Dickson 
Mounds Museum include: 
• The River Valley Gallery - 

explores the character of the 
Illinois River and traces the 
interaction between the river 
and the people who lived 
along it from the end of the 
Ice Age to the present day. 

• People of the Valley - por¬ 
trays a sequence of cultures 
- from Ice-Age hunters to the 
trial groups that left Illinois 
in the 19th century through 
artifacts, murals, photographs 
and hands-on exhibits. 

• Reflections on Three Worlds 
- exhibit depicts the life and 
culture of Mississippian 
people, trace the evidence 
of archaeology and lead to a 
spectacular multimedia event 
that takes one through a ka¬ 
leidoscope of sights, sounds, 
symbols, music and voices of 
the three worlds of Mississip¬ 
pian belief. 

• Eveland Village - where exca¬ 
vated remains of three Indian 
buildings are preserved for 
viewing. 

Visit www. museum, state, 
il.us/ismsites/dickson/exhibitions. 
html for more information on 
these exhibits. 

Rice Lake State Fish 
and Wildlife Area Located 20 miles west of 

Banner Marsh, Rice Lake is 
a stop over area for migrating 
waterfowl. It is an excellent area 
for wildlife observation; one may 
also observe endangered animal 
and plant species. 

Fish in this area include 
largemouth bass, bluegill, sun- 
fish, crappie, channel catfish, 
bullhead buffalo and carp. Be¬ 
cause the water levels fluctuate, 
fishing is sometimes limited dur¬ 
ing certain times of the year. 

In 1945, 2,370 acres were 
purchased and designated as a 
refuge for migratory waterfowl. 
A portion was to serve the hunt¬ 
ers who had contributed largely 
toward the purchase. Camping 
areas were purchased and reno¬ 
vated in the 1970s. The current 

acreage is 5,660 and includes Big 
Lake, Slim Lake, Goose Lake, 
Pond Lily Lake, Lock Pond and 
the Copperas Creek Manage¬ 
ment Unit. 

This area is subject to flood¬ 
ing so water management proj¬ 
ects have been established to 
provide water control. High qual¬ 
ity moist soil plants are seeded 
every year that help provide food 
to attract waterfowl. 

A shaded picnic area has 
tables, restrooms and drinking 
water. There is also a camping 
area that includes 32 sites that 
are graveled and have electric 
hook-ups. Two of the sites are 
paved for handicap accessibility. 

Many hunters are drawn to 
this area during waterfowl hunt¬ 
ing season. There is a daily draw 
for walk-in hunters. Archery deer 
hunting is also available. 
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Your Family Is Unique 
A Real Energy Saver 

By Stacy Slatton, I CL Intern 

Has your electric bill ever caught you off guard? Have you ever wondered how to estimate your 
energy usage and cost? If so, the booklet Your Family is Unique could be just what you’ve been 

looking for. 

Your Family is Unique is an eight-page booklet that includes: 
• Tips on how to save energy, 

w Plans for vacation and seasonal usage. 

• An appliance energy usage guide. 

• A formula to estimate the cost of your family’s energy usage. 

• “Didyou know”facts about appliances, such as water pumps. 

• “Tiy this and save” tips for cheap household maintenance ideas that can save you 
money. 

• Answers to questions such as “Why is ?ny electric bill higher than my neighbor’s” and 
“Is the meter accurate?” 

“The Your Family is Unique publication has been around 
for vears, but it recently received a major renovation. It will con 
tinue to be a great tool for cooperatives to give to members who 
are concerned about high electric bills,” savs Rick Policy, Man¬ 
ager of Field Services from the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

Policy along with three other local electric cooperative 
energy experts, recently updated the booklet to correspond 
with the current kilowatt/hour rates and newer household 
gadgets, such as cell phones and plasma televisions. 

Some people aren’t aware of just how much energy 
their family uses in a month. Things like phantom loads, 
appliances that consume small amounts of electricity 
even when turned off, and hot water usage are some of 
the surprising causes of high electric bills. 

“Often-times the member thinks the meter is inac¬ 
curate and that they can’t possibly be using that much 
electricity. This publication helps them realize that 
they may be using more than they think,” Policy says. 

Jerry Houser, Manager of Member Services at 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, agrees with the useful¬ 
ness of the booklet, “I have always used the Your Family is Unique pamphlet in 
helping resolve member concerns over electric usage. I believe the updated pamphlet will cer¬ 
tainly improve its effectiveness for our members.” 

Contact Spoon River at (309) 647-2700 to receive your copy of the Your Family is Unique 
booklet when it is available. 



Mo one likes blinks or outages. That’s why our dedicated forestry 

. 
lemployees are busy clearing dead brush and limbs and trimming 

branches that could damage electric lines and equipment. Help us 
keep the lights on for you and your neighbors. Be sure and plant the 
right tree in the right place. For more information, contact Spoon 
River Electric Cooperative. 
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Your Touchstone Energy' Cooperative A publication of Spoon River Electric Coop- 

PRESIDENTS 
REPORT 

William R. 
Dodds 

President/CEO 

In this issue... 
Hurricane Rita: 

I Observed Nothing 16a-c 

Stay Safe After Storm 16d 

Volunteer Linemen 

Cooperatives helping cooperatives is one of the core prin¬ 
ciples Spoon River Electric Cooperative operates under. 

Our employees who volunteered to travel for an unknown 
length of time to help restore power to cooperative members 
affected by the devastating hurricane last fall have lived this 
principle. 

Five Spoon River Electric Linemen joined a contingency 
of 67 Illinois linemen who volunteered their services to help 
restore electric service to residents of Alabama, Mississippi 
and Louisiana after the destruction caused by Hurricanes Ka¬ 
trina and Rita. 

Linemen Mike Coffey and Ed Harper assisted an electric 
cooperative in Picayune, Mississippi from August 31-Septem¬ 
ber 11. Don Schrodt and Frank Romane relieved Mike and 
Ed, leaving Sept. 11 and returning home Sept. 20. Frank then 
left with Bill Braden on Sept. 26 for Louisiana to further help 
with the destruction. 

We who stayed in Illinois can only imagine the devas¬ 
tation and heartbreak these men witnessed while helping 
restore power. Ed like to share the personal account one line- 

Hurricane 
I Observe 

fit x 

I stood in the middle of a 
field that used to be a thriv¬ 

ing growing community full of 
homes. I see nothing that would 
resemble nature. Not even a bird, 
flower, bug or even a leaf on the 
tree. It’s as if Mother Nature had 
just lost a chess game and she 
wanted to start all over so she 
just took her hand and swiped all 
the pieces off of the game board. 

This may sound like an epi¬ 
sode from the Twilight Zone but 

Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative Lineman 

I assure you I didn’t watch this 
episode on TV. The episode you 
are about to witness is known as 
“Hurricane Rita.” 

With several blasts from her 
nostrils, she violently mixed the 
oceans salt water with 145-mph 
winds to create the most violent 
tidal waves that man has ever 
witnessed. 60 miles inland with 
25-ft high waves, her only mis¬ 
sion was to kill, loot and steal 

(Continued on page 16b) 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • May 2006 



(Continued from 16a) 

anything in her path. 

When the winds died down 

and the waves lav flat, the water 
rushed back to the sea taking all 
of its loot back to the ocean to 

divvy it up among the Gods. 

I’m standing in a field with 

the blackest mud you’ve ever 
seen, mud that feels like Mother 

Nature’s own mixture of dirt, tar 

and the death of God’s creatures. 

It was so thick you had to pry it 

off with your hands. 
The breeze in the air was a 

nice breeze, if you enjoy stick¬ 
ing your head in a septic system. 
When I was a young man, sci¬ 

ence wasn’t my best class but I 
do remember learning that mix¬ 
ing salt water and fresh water 
together can create an odor that 

only a skunk would love to have 

as his own. Two or three times a 

day you would get a break and 
receive a breath of fresh air, just 
to be interrupted with the quick 
smell of death, similar to when 
you’re driving down the road and 

you hold your breath as you pass 

by a dead carcass. 
You could hear the ocean 

softly roaring up to the beaches 
and gracefully slamming into the 

rock’s edges. This sound of para¬ 
dise is something I have always 
dreamed of listening to during 

my retirement days. Looking 
out in the field and seeing how 

everything was destroyed, I 

realized that the sounds I’m lis¬ 
tening to just turned out to be 

sounds of horror and death and 

Mother Nature screaming out 

“It’s my land and I can kill ev¬ 
erything to keep it.” I think my 

new paradise will be on a rock in 

the desert. 

As the day goes on and the 

sun begins to lower itself I saw 

my first sign of life come down 

the road. A white four door fam¬ 
ily car with DAY license plates 

and a bumper sticker that said, 
“Vote for Bush.” The couple was 
coming down the road as if they 

were lost and at several times 
took both lanes of the road. 
My first thought was the driver 
needed a sobriety test. As they 
drew closer it was apparent, they 

where looking for their neigh¬ 
bors or some sign that they still 
had some part of their lives left 
standing. The driver turned into 

what I thought was a mud pit, 
instead was a gravel driveway. 
I now realized that this person 
wasn’t drunk but someone who 
for the first time, has come home 

to nothing. 

The driver stepped out of 

the vehicle first. He was a big 
man who had the same features 

as Bobby Knight. A man who 

looks like he would rather chew 

you up than talk to you. It’s 

obvious that he has a lot on his 

mind. He just stood there with 

his dirtv old bib overalls shaking 

his head. I could see he was try¬ 
ing to be like most men and hold 

back his anger or tears as if he 

A 

would degrade his gender if he 
did either. If I would look hard 
enough I could catch him mov¬ 

ing his lips, as if he was talking 

to someone and getting answers 
back. 

The little woman who got 
out of the passenger side of the 
car has brown hair and is dressed 

as though she was ready to walk 

into her house and start cleaning. 
It didn’t take me long to see the 
red swollen eyes and the biting 
of the tongue. She probably had 
spent a lifetime hiding her feel¬ 

ings for her husband and family. 
I’m sure she was the solid rock 
for the family. 

With her arms crossed, she 

walked a few feet into what used 

to be the front yard, careful not 

to loose her boots in the thick 

mud. She scanned the muddy 

yard and field as if she was al¬ 

ready figuring out what she was 

going to do next. She eventually 

turned her head my way and I 

could only give her a reservation 

wave, something you have seen 

people do at funerals, when they 

don’t really know what to say. 
I approached them and 
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His wife wanted to join him, 
but she decided to stay and talk 
to me. I felt she just wanted 
somebody to listen to her pain. 

She told me how they raised six 

kids and built this farm from 
scratch. There was a two-story 
brick house with the nicest wrap 

around porch. If you look close 
enough you can see the back 

door step, peeking out of the 

ground. With a quirk of a smile, 
it’s hard to imagine there used 
to be six silos at the edge of the 

field and two metal buildings 
200 feet away from us. I could 
tell she was starting to enjoy 
talking about how things used to 

be around the house. Her expres¬ 

sions and happiness went away 
as fast as they came soon as she 
started to realize that she’d never 
see her family pets or her hus¬ 

band’s prize cattle he spent so 
many years raising. Even rebuild¬ 
ing is out of the question for now 

since the land was ruined from 
so much salt. Their dreams have 
been destroyed. 

They were caught off guard, 
the hurricane wasn’t supposed to 

hit their community but at the 
last minute it shifted. She could 
feel the wind change from one 
direction to the other. The trees 

started blowing as if they were 
spinning instead of swaying back 

and forth. They had less than 

twenty minutes to get out. They 
didn’t know what to grab. They 

didn’t know if they should grab 

their personal belongings or the 
family picture that the kids gave 
her last Christmas. 

Standing there looking out 

into the field you could see the 

goose bumps rise on her arms. 
Her eyes start to water up as she 
started to walk away, she mum¬ 

bled in a soft tone, “it wouldn’t 

matter what you grabbed, if you 
don’t have a home to take it 
back to.” 

For me, home signifies 

safety, love, family, and owner¬ 
ship. Are you prepared if all of 
this is taken away from you? Is 
Mother Nature getting ready to 

name your disaster? What would 

you grab? Where would you go? 
Don’t forget to lock your doors. 

struck up a conversation, mostly 

to identify myself, but yet not to 
interfere with their grieving pro¬ 
cess. Her husband, who hardly 
said a word and showed no ex¬ 

pressions, walked away and went 
to the car and stood there as if to 
signify to his wife, it’s time to go. 

I knew what he was doing, when 

I saw the hands go to the face 
and his head bop up and down; 
he just couldn’t take it any lon¬ 
ger. It was too much for him. 

6c 



Stay Safe After 
Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 

tive knows that severe storms 
and tornadoes can happen at any 
time. Follow this safety informa¬ 
tion from Safe Electricity to avoid 
serious injury or death when deal¬ 
ing with the aftermath of a major 
storm or disaster. 

Stay away from downed 
power lines and be alert to the 
possibility that tree limbs or de¬ 
bris may hide an electrical hazard. 
Treat all downed or hanging pow¬ 
er lines as if they are energized. 
Warn others to stay away and 
contact the electric utility. 

Shuffle - never run - from 
a fallen power line. A live wire 
touching the ground causes elec¬ 
tricity to fan out in a pool and 
the action of running will cause 
your legs to bridge current from 
higher to lower voltage and you 
may receive a shock. 

A downed power line causes 
other things around it to become 
potentially hazardous. A fence 
or guardrail touching a downed 
line can be energized for several 
thousand yards, and this poses a 
threat to anyone coming into con¬ 
tact with these structures. Also, 
stay away from puddles of water 
in contact with downed lines. En¬ 
countering these objects can be as 

Storms 
hazardous as coming into contact 
with the downed power line itself. 

If using electric yard tools 
in clean-up efforts, do not oper¬ 
ate them if it’s raining or ground 
is wet, or while you are wet or 
standing in water. Keep all electric 
tools and equipment at least 10 
feet away from wet surfaces. 

“Before re-entering storm- 
damaged buildings or rooms, be 
sure all electric and gas services 
are turned off,” says Jay Solomon, 
University of Illinois Engineer¬ 
ing Educator. “Never attempt to 
turn off power at the breaker box 
if you must stand in water to do 
so. If you can’t reach your breaker 
box safely, call your electric utility 
to shut off power at the meter.” 

Never step into a flooded 
basement or other area if water 
is covering electrical outlets, ap¬ 
pliances or cords. Be alert to any 
electrical equipment that could 
be energized and in contact with 
water. Never touch electrical ap¬ 
pliances, cords or wires while you 
are wet or standing in water. If 
your stove, washer, dryer, micro- 
wave or other appliances become 
wet, be extremely cautious be¬ 
cause there is a danger of elec¬ 
trical shock. Let the unplugged 
appliance dry completely. This 

may take a week or two. 
“Cleaning up and using wa¬ 

ter-damaged appliances also carry 
safety risks,” says Solomon. “Elec¬ 
tric motors in appliances that 
have been drenched or submerged 
should be thoroughly cleaned 
and reconditioned before they 
are put back into service. It may 
be necessary to repair or replace 
electrical appliances or tools that 
have been in contact with water. 
Do not use any water-damaged 
appliance until a professional has 
checked it out.” 

If, after a storm or disaster, 
the power to your home is out for 
a prolonged period, know impor¬ 
tant safety rules, such as never us¬ 
ing a charcoal or gas grill to cook 
inside! And if you use a standby 
generator, make sure a transfer 
safety switch is used or connect 
the appliance(s) directly to the 
generator output through an iso¬ 
lated circuit before you operate 
it. This prevents electricity from 
traveling back through the power 
lines, what’s known as “back 
feed.” Back feed creates danger 
for anyone near lines, particularly 
crews working to restore power. 

For more information on elec¬ 
trical safety, visit www.SafeElec- 
tricity.org. 
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Attention Seniors! 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative awarding two 
$500 scholarships to high school seniors 

William R. 

Dodds 

President/CEO 

In this issue... 
Youth Day 16b 

Winners of Youth to 

Washington Trip 16b 

After the Storm 16c 

Energy Saving Light Switches... 16c 

Reporting Outages 16d 

High school seniors who are the 
son or daughter of a Spoon 

River Electric Cooperative member 
can apply for a $500 Scholastic 
Scholarship or a $500 Honorarv 
Scholarship, awarded by the coop¬ 
erative at this year’s annual meeting 
September 7, 2006. 

Fill out the form on this page 
and send to the cooperative before 
August 21,2006, to participate. 
Please see official rules and descrip¬ 
tions of scholarships below. 

Official Rules 
• Applying students and their 

parent/legal guardian must be 
present at the annual meeting 
September 7, 2006, to win. 

• Students must be the son or 
daughter of a Spoon River Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative member. 

• Students must be a high school 
senior during the 2006/2007 
school year and begin undergrad¬ 
uate studies in the 2007/2008 
school year. 

• Students must attend a two-year 
or four-year accredited college or 
university, including vocational/ 
technical schools. 

• Scholarship winners must be full¬ 

time students (at least 12 hours) 
next year. 

• Scholarships are for one year 
and are non-renewable 

Scholastic Scholarship 
• The Scholastic Scholarship w ill 

be awarded based on an ap¬ 
plication detailing grade point 
average, college entrance test 
scores, work and volunteer ex¬ 
perience, participation in school 
and community activities and a 
biographical statement. 

• Five semi-finalists will be chosen 
from the scholastic application 
forms received. 

• Semi-finalists will be notified by 
mail writh a time and place lor a 
personal interview'. 

• Those not chosen as semi-finalists 
will be automatically placed in the 
Honorary Scholarship drawing. 

Honorary Scholarship 
• The Honorary Scholarship will 

be awarded by a drawing as 
students are recognized at the 
annual meeting. 

• All applicants are eligible for this 
drawing except the Scholastic 
Scholarship winner. 

Scholarship Participation Request 

Name of Student  

Address of Student  

Parent/Guardian  

Telephone Number  

Scholarship Applying For Scholastic Honorary  

Return to Vicki Murphy 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative, PO Box 340, Canton, IL 61520 

Please return form by August 21, 2006 
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Youth Day 
Senators John Sullivan, Dale 

Risinger and George Shadid 
and Representatives Rich Myers 
and Donald Moffitt met with 14 
students representing Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative and nine stu¬ 
dents representing Mid Century 
Telephone Co-operative during the 
Illinois Electric and Telephone Co¬ 
operatives’ Youth Day on Wednes¬ 
day, April 5, in Springfield. 

Students had an opportunity 
to view state government in action, 
tour the State Capitol, Illinois 
Supreme Court, Old State Capital 
and the Abraham Lincoln Presi¬ 
dential Museum. 

Front row from left are Corn 
Belt Energy student representa¬ 
tive Bridgett Verbeck of Sheffeld, 
Spoon River Electric representa¬ 
tives Colton Bradford of Ver¬ 
mont, Joe Welch of Smithfield, 
Jessica Donnelly of London Mills, 
Stephen Clark and Melissa Gril- 

Winners of Youth 
Joe Welch of Smithfield and 

Mary Lynn Bowman of Ma- 
quon were chosen as this year’s 
winners of an all-expenses paid 
trip to Washington D.C. cour¬ 
tesy of Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative. This trip is part of 
the Youth To Washington Trip 
organized in the late 1950s by 
electric and telephone coopera¬ 
tives in Illinois to introduce rural 
youths to our democratic form of 
government and cooperatives. 

Welch and Bowman will be 
among 60 rural Illinois youths 
touring the nation’s capital June 
9-16, 2006, and will visit the 
Nation’s Capitol, Gettysburg, 
Arlington National Cemetery, the 
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Sen. Sullivan, 
Rep. Myers, Luke 
Jones of Astoria, 
Caitlin Trowbridge 
of Knoxville, Mary 
Lynn Bowman and 
Bobby Hogue of Maquon, Stai- 
sha Dean of Astoria, Mark Kline 
of Lewiston, Wes Lance of Hanna 
City, Hannah Kline of Lewiston 
and Sam Annable of Fiatt. 

Back row from left are Mid 
Century Telephone representa- 

Lived eiicipciuiic 

Joanna Carter, 
Mathew Dike- 

man of Gilson, Na¬ 
than Dobbels of Galva, 

Zac Shawgo of Astoria, 
Sean Thomas of Maquon, Rep. 
Moffitt, Sen. Risinger, Jessica 
Younquist of Galva, Katie Smith 
of Fairview, Mollie Doubet of 
Smithfield, Jessica Haggerty of 
Smithfield and Sarah Ritter of 
Table Grove. Sen. Shadid is 
not pictured. 

to Washington Trip 

From left are Grillot, Welch, Bowman, Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

President/CEO Bill Dodds and Director Lyle Nelson. 

National Cathedral, the Smith¬ 
sonian Museums, the U.S. Ho¬ 
locaust Memorial Museum and 
other historical sites. 

In the event Welch or Bow¬ 
man are unable to attend the trip, 
Melissa Girllot of Canton has 
been chosen as first alternate. 

61 



After the storm 

Safe Electricity and Spoon 
River Electric Cooperative 

want to remind you of some 
electrical hazards to be aware of 
after a storm. 

Stay away from downed power 
lines and be alert to the pos¬ 
sibility that tree limbs or debris 
mav hide an electrical hazard. 
Treat all downed or hanging 
power lines as if they are ener¬ 
gized. Warn others to stay away 
and contact the electric utility 

If using electric yard tools in 
clean-up efforts, do not operate 
them if it’s raining, the ground 
is wet or while you are standing 
in water. Keep all electric tools 
and equipment at least 10 feet 
away from wet surfaces. 

Turn off electric and gas before 
entering flooded or damaged 
rooms. If vou can’t reach your 
breaker box safely, call Spoon 
River Electric Cooperative at 
(309) 647-2700 or (877) 404- 
2572 to shut off your power at 
the meter. 

Never step into a flooded base¬ 
ment or other area if water 

^ r I \irn off the lights when 
Jl you leave the room.” If 

you have kids, you have probably 
said that hundreds of times and 
still, the lights are left on. A solu¬ 
tion may be available - motion¬ 
sensing switches for lights. 

A motion sensor turns the 
lights on when it senses some¬ 
thing moving and turns them off 
a few minutes after the move¬ 

is covering electrical outlets, 
appliances or cords. Be alert to 
any electrical equipment that 
could be energized and in con¬ 
tact with water. 

Never touch electrical appli¬ 
ances, cords or wires while 
you are wet or standing in wa¬ 
ter. Have a professional check 
all water damaged appliances 
before using them. 

If the power to your home is 
out for a prolonged period, 
know important safety rules 
such as never using a charcoal 
or gas grill to cook inside! 

ment stops, eliminating the need 
to remind the kids to turn off 
the lights when they are not in 
the room. 

Try replacing the regular 
switch with a motion-sens¬ 
ing switch in rooms, like the 
bathroom or the laundry room, 
where lights are often left on, 
but are usually needed for only a 
few minutes. There are motion¬ 

• Before operating a standby 
generator, make sure a transfer 
safety switch is used, or con¬ 
nect the appliance(s) directly to 
the generator output through 
an isolated circuit before vou 
operate it. This prevents elec¬ 
tricity from traveling back 
through the power lines, what’s 
known as “back feed.” Back 
feed creates danger for anyone 
near lines, particularly crews 
working to restore power. 

For more information on electri¬ 
cal safety, visit www.SafeElectric- 
itv.org. 

sensor inserts that screw into 
incandescent lamps, and motion¬ 
sensing switches to replace exist¬ 
ing light switches. There are also 
motion-sensing light fixtures, a 
safe, efficient alternative to leav¬ 
ing outdoor lights on all night. 

For more information about 
saving money on lighting, visit 
www.energystar.gov. 

Energy Saving Light Switches 
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Reporting Outages 
By Line Superintendent Gary Hulsey 

It is very important for you to 
call our office if you experience 

an outage. Whether it is a storm 
or a squirrel on the transformer, we 
do not automatically know if your 
home is out of power. 

When you’re out of power: 

1) Check your breakers or fuses 

2) Check with your neighbors to 
see if they have service 

3) Have your location number 
and/or your account number 
handy when you call 

4) Call the cooperative at (309) 
647-2700 or (877) 404-2572 

If you call during the hours of 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. your call is 
answered at the cooperative. If you 
call after hours, your call is received 
by our answering service. In either 
case, your outage information is 
taken and a lineman is dispatched 
to repair your service. 

If you do not have your loca¬ 
tion number or account number 
handy, we can still look up your 
information by the name on the 
account. Naturally, this method 
wall take longer. We would advise 
putting these numbers by your 
phone so that they will be handy 
should you need to call, whether 
it is for an outage or some other 
reason. Your account number will 
be the first question you are asked. 
You can find your account and lo¬ 
cation number on your bill. 

If the outage is due to a storm 
in your area, the same guidelines 
apply. In addition, if you have 
seen or heard something that 

might pinpoint where the outage 
began please report this along 
with your other information. 
Otherwise our linemen will have 
to patrol the line to find what 
caused the outage. This can take 

some time to locate the problem. 
If the line is busy when you 

1 call, please try again. It will help us 
know the extent of the outage. 

Remember, we want to restore 
your service as quickly as possible. 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
930 South Fifth Ave, PO Box 340, Canton, IL 61520 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
(309) 647-2700 
www.srecoop.org 

President/CEO 
William R. Dodds 

bdodds@srecoop.org 

Chairman 
Jack Clark, Lewistown 

Vice Chairman 
Bernard Marvel, Browning 

Secretaiy 
Steve Pille, Glasford 

Treasurer 
Lyle Nelson, Abingdon 

Assistant Treasurer 
Terry Beam, Cuba 

Board of Directors 
James Banks, Canton 

Greg Leigh, Avon 
Scott Parrish, Havana 

Kathy Smysor, Smithfield 

Editor of Spoon River News 
Vicki Murphy 

vmurphy@srecoop.org 
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Is Your Room Air Conditioner 
the Right Size? 

Many people buy an air conditioner that is too large, thinking it 
will provider better cooling. However, an oversized air condi¬ 

tioner is actually less effective - and wastes energy at the same time. 
Air conditioners remove both heat and humidity from the air. 

If the unit is too large, it will cool the room quickly, but only re¬ 
move some of the humidity. This leaves the room with a damp, clam¬ 
my feeling. A properly sized unit will remove humidity effectively as it 

cools. 

To figure out which size unit is best for your cooling needs visit 

www.energystar.gov and click on products, then 
Room AC for a link to an easy to use chart. And 

when purchasing, look for an Energy Star model; 

it will use at least 10 percent less energy than a 

conventional model and could save you $14 or 

more a year. 

For more information see www.energystar.gov. ENERGY STAR 
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Data from the National 
Weather Service show that 

lightning strikes are fatal in ap¬ 
proximately 10 percent of strike 
victims. Another 70 percent of 
survivors suffer serious, long¬ 
term effects. 

Outdoors is the most danger¬ 
ous place to be during a light¬ 
ning storm. Because lightning 
can travel sideways for up to 10 
miles, blue skies are not a sign of 
safety. If you hear thunder, take 
cover. For protection in homes 
and buildings, consider installing 
a lightning protection system to 
intercept lightning strikes and 
guide the current harmlessly to 
the ground. 

The Electrical Safety Foun¬ 
dation International recom¬ 
mends following these guidelines 
to stay safe during electrical 
storms: 
• If possible, go indoors. Once 
indoors, stay away from windows 
and doors. Do not use corded 

telephones except for emergen¬ 
cies. 
• Unplug electronic equip¬ 
ment before the storm arrives 
and avoid contact with electri¬ 
cal equipment or cords during 
storms. 
• Avoid contact with plumb¬ 
ing, including sinks, baths and 
faucets. 
• If outdoors, go to a low 
point. Lightning hits the tallest 
object. Get down if you are in 
an exposed area. Stay away from 
trees. 
• Avoid metal. Don’t hold 
metal items, including bats, golf 
clubs, fishing rods, tennis rack¬ 
ets or tools. Avoid metal sheds, 
clotheslines, poles and fences. 
• If you feel a tingling sensa¬ 
tion or your hair stands on end, 
lightning may be about to strike. 
Crouch down and cover your 
ears. Stay away from water. This 
includes pools, lakes, puddles 
and anything damp, such as wet 

poles or grass. 
• Don’t stand close to other 
people. Spread out. And don’t 
forget pets during thunder¬ 
storms. Doghouses are not light¬ 
ning-safe. Dogs that are chained 
can easily fall victim to a light¬ 
ning strike. 
• Victims of lightning strikes 
should be given CPR if necessary 
and get medical attention. 

For more information on 
lightning safety, go to these Web 
sites: 
• Electrical Safety Foundation 
International - mvw.electrical- 
safety, org 
• Lightning Protection Insti¬ 
tute - www.lightning.org. 
• For more on work place safe¬ 
ty: U.S. Department of Labor’s 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration - www.osha.gov. 
• For consumer safety: Con¬ 
sumer Product Safety Commis¬ 
sion - www.cpsc.gov. 
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By Stacy Slatton, ICL Intern 

he flag of the United States of America stands 
for many things: Justice, Independence, Free¬ 

dom and Liberty, just to name a few. It’s not hard to 
understand why the flag is the symbol of our Inde¬ 
pendence Day and flown with respect from residences, 
businesses and cars all over the country. 

Every part of the flag, from the design to the colors 
to the folding for ceremonies, has its own significance. 
Although there is no official stance on why Old Glory 
consists of the red, white and blue colors along with 
the stars and stripes, there are many myths. According 
to a legend on www.ushistory.org, George Washington 
thought the stars were taken from the sky, the red signi¬ 
fies British colors and the white stripes stand for the se¬ 
cession from Britain. Today it is more commonly known 
that the 13 stripes stand for the original 13 colonies 
and the 50 stars represent the people from 50 states 
defending our freedom. 

Although there is no record of what the colors 
on the flag stand for, the Congress of the Confed¬ 
eration chose the same colors for the Great Seal. 
Each color represents a core value and belief of 
the nation: red for valor and hardiness, white for 
purity and innocence and blue for vigilance, perse¬ 
verance and justice. The flag’s colors have also come 
to stand for the same values. 

Draping the flag over a casket and folding it when 
the casket is laid to rest is showing deep respect for both 
the person and the flag. 

The 13 folds represent the original 13 colonies. The 
folded flag as a whole represents the cocked hat that 
General Washington and his men wore while fighting for 
our freedom. 

Every fold in die flag stands for 
something: 

☆ 
☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 
☆ 
☆ 
☆ 

☆ 
☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

1 - Symbol of life. 
2 - Symbol of our belief in the eternal 
life. 
3 - To honor and remember the veteran 
who gave a portion of life for the defense 
of our country. 
4 - Represents our weaker nature. We 
trust in God and turn to him in times 
of peace and war for His guidance. 
5 - Tribute to our country. 
6 - Symbol of our hearts. 
7 - Tribute to our Armed Forces. 
8 - Tribute to the one who entered the 
valley of the shadow of death. 
9 - Tribute to womanhood. 
10 - Tribute to fathers. 
11 - Represents the lower portion of the 
seal of King David to Hebrew citizens and 
glorifies God. 
12 - Represents an emblem of eternity to 
Christian citizens and glorifies the Trinity. 
13 - After the 13th fold only the stars 
show. This reminds us of our national 
motto “In God We Trust.” 

So the next time vou see a flag waving 
in the breeze, remember that there’s a lot 
more to Old Glory than meets the eve. 
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Storms from this spring proved the wrath of Mother Nature can 
occur in all parts of Illinois. A power outage could be the result of 

a lightning strike or downed lines located many miles away from your 
home or business. We promise that we’ll get your lights on just as quickly 
as we can. We’re your Touchstone Energy cooperative and your safety and 
comfort are our primary concerns. 

For information on whole house surge protectors or electric safety during 
storms, give us a call. 

Touchstone Energy ” 
The power of human connections 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
930 South Fifth Ave, PO Box 340, Canton, IL 61520 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
309-647-2700 

WWW 

President/CEO 
William R. Dodds 

bdodds@srecoop.org 

Chairman 
lack Clark, Lewristown 

Vice Chairman 
Bernard Marvel, Browning 

Secretaiy 
Steve Pille, Glasford 

Treasurer 
Lyle Nelson, Abingdon 

srecoop.org 

Assistant Treasurer 
Terry Beam, Cuba 

Board of Directors 
James Banks, Canton 

Greg Leigh, Avon 
Scott Parrish, Havana 

Kathy Smysor, Smithfield 

Editor of Spoon River News 
Vicki Murphy 

vmurphy@srecoop.org 

Office Closing 

Our office will be closed 
Tuesday, July 4, in honor 

of Independence Day. 
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Automatic Meter Reading 
Spoon River Electric is happy 

to introduce a new Auto¬ 

matic Meter Reading System 

(AMR) to our members. As part 

of our commitment to improving 

reliability and service, we will 

be installing new TWACS (Two- 

Wav Automatic Communication 

System) digital meters on every 

home and business in the next 

year. 

This AMR technology will en¬ 

able Spoon River Electric to have 

reliable two-wav communication 

between our offices and vour 

home. The TWACS svstem uses 

existing power lines to transmit 

data, which is used for monitor¬ 

ing your power usage (helping 

us to diagnose problems and 

pinpoint outages) and generating 

vour bill. 

How an AMR system 
benefits you and vour 
cooperative: 
• It will eliminate the cost 

of mailing meter reading 

cards. 

• Members will no longer 

need to read their own 

meters. 

• Everv meter will be read 

each month, stopping esti¬ 

mated readings. 

• The cost of charge read¬ 

ings and re-reads will be 

eliminated. 

• It can record hourly power us¬ 

age, notifying the cooperative of 

problems. 

• We will be able to monitor out¬ 

age and voltage issues. 

• The cooperative will have the 

abilitv to set and disconnect me¬ 

ters from the office. 

• The svstem will help linemen 

diagnose problems. 

• It will improve overall mem¬ 

ber satisfaction because we will 

be providing better service to 

members, and no more self-read 

meters! 

Installation is simple. In fact, it 

we have access to vour meter, you 

do not need to be home. You will 

not be charged for the new meter. 

(Continued on page 16b) 

President/CEO Bill Dodds, left, writes information as 
Lineman Frank Romane installs a new meter. 
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Linemen Bill Braden and Frank Romane discuss procedures for installing the new meters. 

(Continuedfrom page 16a) 

Here is what to expect on the 
day vour new TWACS meter is 
installed: 
• We will knock on your front 
door. Installers will carry identi¬ 
fication, but no one will need to 
enter your home. 
• Your power will be out for a 
few minutes during the installa¬ 
tion of the new meter. If you’re 
not home, we will leave a note on 
your front door after the work is 
complete. 
• After the installation is com¬ 
plete, you wall need to reset 
digital clocks and other electronic 
devices. 

Spoon River Electric has more 

than 4,500 accounts. As you can 
imagine, it will take some time to 
change out every meter. 

If vou presently read vour own 
meter, you will eventually notice 
our meter cards will no longer ar¬ 

rive at your home. At that time, 
you will no longer be required to 
submit a monthly meter reading. 

For more information, contact 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative. 

Linemen Rick Roude- 
bush and Frank Ro¬ 
mane watch TWACS 
personnel install AMR 
equipment at the Wee- 
Ma-Tuk substation. 
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Spoon River Sponsors 
Students to Washington, D.C. Marv Lynn Bowman of Ma- 

quon (left) and Joe Welch 
of Smithfield represented Spoon 
River Electric Cooperative in 
Washington, D.C., during the 
annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour, June 9-16. This event, 
sponsored by the electric and 
telephone cooperatives of Il¬ 
linois, began in the late 1950s 
to introduce rural youths to our 
democratic form of government 
and cooperatives. 

The students were among 
63 rural Illinois vouth leaders 
selected for the trip. In addition 
to the Capitol, they also visited 
Arlington National Cemetery 
the National Cathedral, the 
Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
the World War II Memorial, 
the Native American Indian 
Museum and a number of other 
historical sites. 

Easy Ways to Increase Your Hot Water 
Heater’s Efficiency 
Your hot water heater is the 

third largest energy user in 
the home, accounting for 15 to 25 
percent of your utility bill. There 
are several easy inexpensive wavs 
to reduce that cost. 

One wav to save monev on 
vour water heating is to turn 
down the thermostat to 1 15 
degrees. That temperature is suf¬ 
ficient for most households and it 
can also keep vou from scalding 
vourself in the bathtub. 

Low-flow showerheads are easv 

to install. If vou have teenag¬ 
ers, who tend to take loooooong 
showers, you’ll save a bundle. 

Cold-water clothes washing is 
another easv change that can dra¬ 
matically lower vour water heat¬ 
ing cost. 

To keep your water heater heat¬ 
ing efficiently drain a quart of 
water from the tank every month 
or two to remove sediment that 
can interfere with heat transfer in 
the tank. 

Another simple tip is to in¬ 

sulate the water heater. Newer 
water heaters are well insulated, 
but if yours is warm to the touch, 
it might benefit from insulation. 
Water heater blankets are avail¬ 
able at most hardware stores and 
home centers for $10 to S20 and 
when installed properly will pav 
for themselves in about one vear. 

For more energy saving tips 
contact Spoon River Electric Co¬ 
operative or visit www.cere.energy 
gov/consumerinfo/fact sheet s/ee- 
wtrhtr.html. 
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Dorm Electrical Safety 
College students soon will pack j 

into dorms and apartments 
with study lamps, laptops, TVs, 
stereos, grooming and other elec¬ 
trical devices. Before unloading 
and plugging in electronics, make 
sure your student is educated on 
safe appliance use and precau¬ 
tions against electrical hazards. 

The National Fire Protection 
Association estimates that nearly 
1,600 fires occur in campus hous¬ 
ing each year. Overloaded circuits I 
are the second leading cause of 
these campus fires, according to j 
Molly Hall, Safe Electricity Ex¬ 
ecutive Director. 
“The limited number of electrical j 

outlets in student rooms tempt 
many to use multiple extension 
cords and power strips, which 
can cause cords to overheat, cre¬ 
ating a shock and fire hazard,” 
warns Hall. “Student residences 
crammed with books, papers and 
bedding can allow the smallest 
spark to quickly become a blaze.” 

Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 
tive urges students and parents to 
review these safety tips to prevent 
and reduce the risk of electrical 
fires in student housing: 
• Purchase and use only UL- 
rated electrical appliances and 
power cords 

• Do not overload extension 
cords, power strips or outlets. 

• Never use extension cords on 
a continuous basis; they serve 
temporary solutions only. 

• Use power strips with an over¬ 
current protector that will shut 
off power automatically if there is 
too much current being drawn. 

• Never tack or nail an electrical 
cord to any surface, or run cords 

across traffic paths, under rugs or 
furniture. 

• Use light bulbs with the cor¬ 
rect wattage for lamps. If no 
indication is on the product, do 
not use a bulb with more than 60 
watts. 

• Keep all electrical appliances 
and cords safely away from bed¬ 
ding, curtains and other flam¬ 
mable material. 

• Make sure outlets around 
sinks are GFCI equipped before 
use. 

• Unplug small household ap¬ 
pliances when not in use and all 
electronics when awav for extend¬ 
ed periods. 

Older wiring in student housing 
and apartments may not be able 
to handle the increased electrical 
demand of today’s college stu¬ 
dent. If use of an appliance fre¬ 
quently causes power to trip off, 
or if its power cord or the outlet 
feels hot, the appliance should be 
disconnected immediately and the 

condition reported to the landlord 
or campus housing staff. 

A fire escape plan is essential 
for every student. It is important 
that apartment and dorm resi¬ 
dents know evacuation procedures 
and emergency exit locations in 
the event of a fire. Emphasize to 
students that smoke detectors 
should never be disabled, nor 
should fire alarms ever be ignored 
or taken casually as a drill. If 
a fire alarm sounds, residents 

j should calmly and quickly follow 
j practiced procedures and immedi- 
| ately exit the building. Apartment 
i and dorm doors should be closed 
behind to prevent fire spread. 

“It is important to remind and 
stress to sons and daughters that 
in event of a fire, follow safety 
procedures and get out of harm’s 
way immediately,” remarked Hall. 
“Property and valuables can be 
replaced, but lives cannot.” 

For more fire and electrical 
safety information, visit the Safe- 
Electricitv.org Web site. 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
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New Co-op 
ConnectionsSM 

Program 
Offers Value to 
Members 
Spoon River Electric Coopera- j 

tive has launched a program 

that offers further proof that 

being a member of an electric 

cooperative has its advantages. 

The Co-op Connections pro¬ 

gram, a new card-based member 

benefit program for Touchstone 

Energy® cooperatives, is designed 

to deliver added value to co¬ 

operative members. Your co-op 

is implementing this program 

in conjunction with the other 

Touchstone Energy co-ops serv¬ 
ing 1 7 million member-owners 

nationwide. 

A free offering for co-op 

members and participating busi¬ 

nesses, the program benefits 

cooperative members bv offering 

valuable discounts at participat¬ 

ing local and national businesses. 

At the same time, those business¬ 

es benefit from increased cus¬ 

tomer visits by co-op members 

participating in the program. 

Our members will receive 

Co-op Connections cards at 

Spoon River’s annual meeting on 

Sept. 7, and in Illinois Coun¬ 

try Living magazine in the 

coming weeks. Once the member 

has signed the back of the card, 

it may be used at participating 

businesses locally and nation¬ 

wide. Co-op members can get a 

flavor for which businesses are 

participating in the Co-op Con¬ 

nections program bv logging on 

to www.connections.coop. 

It will be easy to pick out 

which local businesses are par¬ 

ticipating. Look for the Co-op 

Connections stickers in their 

windows. Whenever a Co-op 

Connections customer — wheth¬ 

er from Spoon River Electric 

or from one of the hundreds of 

Touchstone Energy electric co¬ 

ops across the country — shows 

their card at a participating busi¬ 

ness, they receive a discount. 

“The Co-op Connections 

card is a valuable tool that cre¬ 

ates an even greater sense of 

membership and reinforces 

Spoon River Electric’s longstand¬ 

ing commitment to community,” 

said President/CEO Bill Dodds, 

“It will add value and increase 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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(Continued from page 16a) 

customer loyalty at participating 
businesses. Simply put, the Co¬ 
op Connections program is an¬ 
other way our members benefit 
from being a part of their electric 
cooperative,” added Dodds. 

Touchstone Energy is a 
national alliance of local, con¬ 
sumer-owned electric coopera¬ 
tives providing high standards 
of service to customers large and 
small. More than 630 Touch¬ 
stone Energy cooperatives in 44 
states are delivering energy and 

energy solutions to approximate¬ 
ly 1 7 million customers every 
day. Touchstone Energy coopera¬ 
tives serve their members with 
integrity, accountability, innova¬ 
tion and a longstanding commit¬ 
ment to communities. 

Some of the businesses cur¬ 
rently participating are: 

• Allied Health Chiropractic 
- Canton 

• Blessman Pharmacy - 
Canton 

• Art Hossler Auto Plaza - 

Participating Business List 
Abingdon 

Schisler Companies, 117 E. 
Martin St., (309) 462-2585: 
2% cash discount on all electri¬ 
cal and heating services if paid 
within 15 days. Card must be 
presented at time of starting a 

Bartonville 
Associates In Dentistry ,617 
W. Garfield Ave., (309) 697- 
2228: 5% off all services paid 
in full at time of service. 

Canton 
Allied Health Chiropractic 
Centers of Illinois, LLC, 147 
W. Elm St., (309) 647-3502: 
“10% off vitamins, supplements 
and chiropractic supplies.” 

American Pest Control, 
26098 North County 22, (309) 
647-4573: 5% off on new cus¬ 
tomers. 

Art Hossler Auto Plaza, 2000 
N. Main St., (309) 647-1513: 
$5 off any oil change. 10% off 
any repair of $100 or more. 

Associates In Dentistry, 336 
N. Main St., (309) 647-3331: 
5% off all services paid in full at 
time of service. 

Auto Glass of Illinois, Inc., 
50 S. Fifth St., (309) 647-8080: 
$ 10 off any windshield replace¬ 
ment. Cash only- not applicable 
if billed to insurance company. 

Basement De-Watering Sys¬ 
tems, Inc./Gutter-Rite, 10 N. 
2nd Ave, (309) 647-0331: 10% 
off any basement de-watering or 
Gutter-Rite system installation. 

Blessman Pharmacy, 175 
S. Main St., (309) 647-0884: 
With purchase of a prescription 
receive 15% off over the coun¬ 
ter purchase. 

Cafe Europe, 82 N. Main St., 
(309) 649-8888: 15% off pur¬ 
chase. 

Carthage 
Bonnie’s Bridal & Prom Bou¬ 
tique, 518 Buchanan, (217) 
357-9199: 20% off our price of 
any in stock gown. Cannot be 
used on sale items or with other 
promotions or certificates. 

Elmwood 
Associates In Dentistry, 101 
S. Rose St., (309) 742-2071: 
5% off all services paid in full at 
time of service. 

Canton 
• Cafe Europe - Canton 
• Auto Glass of Illinois - 

Canton 
• M & K Parties - 

Farmington 
We are just in the first stages 

of this program and it takes con¬ 
tacting businesses several times 
before getting a commitment. 
We are looking forward to many 
other local businesses across our 
territory taking part in this excel¬ 
lent program. 

Farmington 
M&K Parties, 34 N. West, 
(309) 245-2468: $20 off inflat¬ 
able ride rental. Mon-Thurs. 3 
hour time limit. 

Macomb 
Bliss, 137 S. Randolph, (309) 
836-2547: 10% off one regular 
priced item. 

Copy Pack Post, 34 W Side 
Sq., (309) 836-7447: 5% dis¬ 
count on UPS and Fedex ship¬ 
ping and packing. 

Jane’s Off Jackson, 125 S. 
Randolph, (309) 836-2909: 
10% off any non-sale item. 

Peoria 
Associates In Dentistry, 4300 
N. Brandywine Dr., (309) 686- 
4900: 5% off all services paid in 
full at time of service. 

Washington 
Associates In Dentistry, 300 
W. Peoria St., (309) 444-8481: 
5% off all services paid in full at 
time of service. 
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Harvest Workers Urged Caution To Yield 
Fewer Electrical Accidents 

Harvest season can yield 
higher numbers of electro¬ 

cution. shock, and burn injuries. 
Nationwide, an average 60 agri¬ 
cultural workers are electrocuted 
and hundreds more injured in 
electrical accidents each year. 

“Equipment contacting 
overhead power lines is the lead¬ 
ing cause of farm electrocution 
accidents in the Midwest,” says 
Bob Aherin, University of Illinois 
Agricultural Safety Specialist. 
“Many of these accidents occur 
near grain bins, when augers 
make contact with power lines” 

Bill Dodds, President/CEO 
of Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 
tive savs, “All farm workers need 
to be sure to keep equipment 10 
feet from power lines at all times. 
That’s 10 feet above, below and 
to the sides of the lines. Lower 
all equipment you can before 
moving it and use a spotter for 
large equipment.” 

Some equipment safety consid¬ 
erations: 

SI Always lower portable au¬ 
gers or elevators to their lowest 
possible level - under 14 feet- 
before moving or transporting; 
use care when raising them. 
■ When moving large equip¬ 
ment or high loads near a pow¬ 
er line, always use a spotter, or 
someone to help make certain 
that contact is not made with 
a line. 
■ Be aware of increased height 
when loading and transporting 
larger modern tractors with 
higher antennas. 
B Never attempt to raise or 
move a power line to clear a 
path! 

If equipment comes in con¬ 
tact with power lines, stay inside 
the cab and call for help. Tell 
others to stay aw ay until a co-op 
lineman arrives at the scene to 
make sure power is disconnected. 
If there is risk of fire and you 

must leave the area, the proper 
action is to jump - not step - 
with both feet hitting the ground 
at the same time. Do not allow 
any part of vour body to touch 
the equipment and the ground at 
the same time. Continue to hop 
or shuffle to safety, keeping both 
feet together as you leave the 
area. 

Once you get away from the 
equipment, never attempt to get 
back on or even touch the equip¬ 
ment. Many electrocutions occur 
when the operator dismounts 
and, realizing nothing has hap¬ 
pened, tries to get back on the 
equipment. 

It is very important that all 
farm workers and seasonal em¬ 
ployees are informed of electrical 
hazards, and trained in proper 
procedures to avoid injury. For 
more information on farm and 
home electrical safety, visit 
www. S a fe E1 e c t r i c i t y. o rg. 
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It’s back-to-school time across 
America. For parents, it’s a bit¬ 

tersweet reminder of the passage 
of time as we watch our children 
grow and become increasingly in¬ 
dependent. It’s also a time when 
we think about their safety. 

Your electric cooperative 
shares that concern. With the 
beginning of every school year, 
thousands of co-op line work¬ 
ers are keeping an eye out for 
children on their way to or from 
school. Sometimes, it means 
helping a disabled school bus. 
Frequently, it means using their 
mobile communication equip¬ 
ment to report a problem or a 
suspicious occurrence in a neigh¬ 
borhood. And always, it means 
being there to lend a hand, what¬ 
ever the problem. 

Being committed to the 
community you serve means 
acknowledging that service to 
the community will involve 
more than making sure electric 
service is reliable. Even in these 
davs when electric utilities are 

Scholarship 
Applicants 

Both Scholastic and Honorary 
scholarship participants must 
attend our Annual Meeting of 
Members at the Canton High 
School Auditorium on Sept. 

7, 2006. A parent or guardian 
must accompany you. Honor¬ 
ary scholastic participants may 

register at the door prior to 
the beginning of the business 

meeting at 7 P.M. 

School Days 
faced with competition that’s 
getting tougher every day, going 
the extra mile in consumer and 
community service is standard 
operating procedure for an elec¬ 
tric cooperative. It has to be that 
way because electric cooperatives 
are fundamentally different than 
for-profit electric utilities. 

We hear reports every day of 
other utility companies closing 
their local offices and moving out 
of town in order to save money. 
When that happens, their cus¬ 
tomers have to do business with 
them long distance, frequently 
talking to people hundreds and 
sometimes thousands of miles 
away. Your local electric coopera¬ 
tive is different. Our first obliga¬ 
tion is to our consumers. You can 
still stop by the local office and 
talk to someone you know about 
any aspect of your service. And 
when you call your electric coop¬ 
erative, you’ll speak to someone 
close-bv who knows your com- 
munity and what’s happening in 
it. 

Being a local electric cooper¬ 
ative means doing business dose 
to home. Because our consumers 
are also our owners, the coopera¬ 
tive gives first consideration to 
what’s in the consumer’s best 
interest. So, there will always be 
someone nearby you can talk to 
about any aspect of your electric 
service. 

At first glance, it may seem 
that there is little connection 
between school kids waiting for 
their bus and the line crew in 
the local co-op’s truck. But look 
again. Those line crews working 
on utility poles probably have 
kids waiting for the school bus 
alongside yours. Making sure all 
of our children stay safe is part 
of what holds local communities 
together and it’s part of the work 
your local electric cooperative 
takes pride in every day. 

Guest editorial by Glenn Eng¬ 

lish, chief executive officer of the 

National Rural Electric Coop¬ 

erative Association. 
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Spoon River's 
69th Annual Meeting 

poon River’s 69th Annual 

Meeting was a success again 

this year with our second largest 

crowd. The meeting, held Thurs¬ 

day, September 7th at Canton 

I High School Auditorium, was 

j attended by 250 registered mem- 
5 bers and totaled approximately 

i 445 including family and friends, 

j A pork chop dinner was served 

I and entertainment was provided 

| bv “Wise Guise,” an eight man A 

Cappella vocal group. 

The meeting was called to 

order around 7 p.m. bv Board 

Chairman Jack Clark followed bv 

j an invocation by Reverend Stacv 

j Tomich. Attornev Gary Barnhart 

I read the notice of the meeting 

and the Report of Secretarv was 

presented by Board Secretarv 

Steve Pille. 

Bill Dodds, President, fol- 

1 lowed with his manager’s report 

! which included the outstanding 

| 2005 financial results, new tech¬ 

nologies, and the recognition of 

[ our linemen Mike Coffey, Frank 

Romane, Bill Braden, Paul Mob 

fitt, Ed Harper and Donnie Sch- 

rodt who helped out Hurricane 

j Katrina and Rita victims last fall. 

Chairman Jack Clark followed 

i with the recognition of one em¬ 

ployee and two Board members, 

j Tanya Games was recognized for 

having 25 years of service. Board 

members Kathy Smysor and 

| Terry Beam were recognized for 

5 years of service as directors. 

Directors Steve Pille (Dist. 4), 

Kathy Smysor (Dist. 7) and Ber¬ 

nard Marvel (Dist. 8) were 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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re-elected to the Board of Di¬ 

rectors. Kathy Smysor then 

followed with the Spoon River 

Electric scholarship winners. The 

Academic scholarship was award¬ 

ed to Cassie Hart, a senior at 

Cuba High School and the Hon¬ 

orary Scholarship was awarded 

to Joe Welch, also a senior at 

Cuba High School. 

The meeting was adjourned 

with no other business and door 

prizes were drawn to members 

in attendance of the meeting. 

Gordon Christy was the winner of 

the Grand Prize, a 13-inch Sharp 

LCD flat screen television. 
Following the adjournment, 

the Board of Directors held a 

re-organization meeting. Jack 

Clark (Dist. 5) was established as 

Chairman, Bernard Marvel (Dist. 

8) as Vice Chairman, Steve Pille 

(Dist. 4) as Secretary, Lyle Nelson 

(Dist. 1) as Treasurer, Terry Beam 

(Dist. 6) as Assistant Treasurer 

and Bill Dodds as President/Chief 

Executive Officer. 
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Stay Inside Until Help Arrives 
Know what to do in vehicle accidents involving power lines 

The only exception would he if fire or other danger, 

like the smell of gasoline, is present. In that case, 

the proper action is to jump - not step - with both 

feet hitting the ground at the same time. 

Instincts tell us to flee danger. 
Unfortunately, in vehicle ac¬ 

cidents that bring down power 
lines, these natural inclinations 
can lead to tragic results. 

If your car hits a power pole, 
or otherwise brings a power line 
down, Safe Electricity and Spoon 
River Electric Cooperative urges 
vou to stay inside the vehicle 
until help arrives. Getting out of 
the vehicle, with few exceptions, 
is the wrong thing to do until the 
line has been de-energized. 

“You are almost always bet¬ 
ter off to stay in the car, especial¬ 
ly if the line is in contact with 
the vehicle,” savs Mollv Hall, 
Executive Director of the Safe 
Electricity program. “If the pow¬ 
er line is still energized and you 
step outside, vour bodv becomes 
the path for that electricity and 
electrocution is the tragic result.” 

“Call for help and warn 
others to stay away,” savs Gary 
Hulsev, Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative Operations Super¬ 
intendent. “It is always best to 
wait until our crews, or the local 
utility crews, arrive at the scene 
before exiting the vehicle.” 

The only exception would 
be if fire or other danger, like the 
smell of gasoline, is present. In 
that case, the proper action is to 
jump - not step - with both feet 
hitting the ground at the same 
time. Jump clear, without touch¬ 
ing the vehicle and ground at 
the same time. Shuffle or hop to 
safety keeping both feet together 
as you leave the area. Like the 
ripples in a pond or lake, the 
voltage diminishes the farther 
out it is from the source. Step¬ 
ping from one voltage level to 

another allows the bod}' to be¬ 
come a path for that electricity. 

“Even if a power line has 
landed on the ground, there is 
still the potential for the area 
near vour car to be energized,” 
Hall says. “Stay inside the ve¬ 
hicle unless there’s fire or immi¬ 
nent risk of fire.” 

The same rules apply to situa¬ 
tions involving large farm and con¬ 
struction equipment that comes in 
contact with overhead lines. 

“Those working with large 
equipment should stay inside the 
cab or remain on the vehicle if 
equipment extensions come in 
contact with power lines. 

While driving, if you en¬ 
counter a down wire on the road, 

always assume it is an electrical 
wire and energized, and stay in 
your car. If you come upon, or 
witness an accident involving 
toppled power poles and lines, 
don’t leave your vehicle to ap¬ 
proach the accident scene. 

“Often our inclination is to 
step in and help those in danger 
and offer assistance to the in¬ 
jured. But, in accidents involving 
power poles,” says Hall, “Call for 
help. Wait for trained assistance 
to arrive, or you could become 
an additional victim in need 
of rescue.” 

For more information, visit www. 
safeelectricity.org. 
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riorates over time. On the inside 
of your house check windows 
and door casings. And don’t 
forget to check the basement 
windows. Check your baseboards 
and ceiling joints. Check under 
cabinets and behind furniture. 

On the outside, check where 
the siding meets the window 
and door trims. Check where 
the chimney meets the siding. 
But don’t seal the siding itself. 
The siding needs to be able to 
breathe. Check plumbing and 
electrical openings. Check where 
the porches meet the main body 
of the house. 

And finally, check with your 
local co-op for more tips on win¬ 
terizing your home or go to www. 
eere.energy.gov/consumerinfo/ 
factsheets/weatherize.html. 

That draft coming from your 
window could be costing you 

more than you think. Air infiltra¬ 
tion is one of the leading 

home energy wasters. 
Fortunately, it can 
be fixed quickly 
and easily with 
caulk, a caulk 
gun, and a little 
time. Caulking 
and weather¬ 
stripping your 
home could result 
in energy savings 
of 10 percent 

or more. 
You should 

check caulking annu¬ 
ally since caulk dete- 
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52nd Annual Canton 
Friendship Festival 
As part of our commitment to the com¬ 

munity, Spoon River Electric Coopera¬ 

tive participated in the 52ni1 Annual Canton 

Friendship Festival. 

On Saturday, September 16, Manager 

of Storage, Buildings and Inventory Jon 

Hedges participated in the festival’s parade 

bv chauffeuring the Touchstone Energy Bal¬ 

loon and throwing candy to the crowd with 

the help of his daughter, MacKenzie and 

son,Jaden. 

Following Jon, President/CEO Bi 

Dodds rides in the bucket of the bucket 

truck material handler, driven by lineman 

Rick Roudebush. Bill also threw candy and 

incorporated the parade’s theme of “Paint 

the Town with Friendship” bv showering 

the crowd with Silly String. 

Eater, Board Treasurer Fvle Nelson 

joined Bill at the livestock auction at the 

fairgrounds. Spoon River Electric bid ap¬ 

proximately S8,000 on livestock that chil¬ 

dren of members brought to auction. 

In this issue... 

39th Annual Spoon River Scenic 

Drive 16b-c 
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39th Annual 
Spoon River 
Scenic Drive 
Kaylyn Kuzniar 

The 39th annual tradition of the 
Spoon River Scenic Drive has 

come and gone. Treasure seekers from 
far and wide come to Fulton County 
to find a place to park, see what deals 
they can find, and learn how much 
chicken and noodles and kettle corn 
they can eat. This year I was one of 
them. 

Speaking of traditions, 1 horned 
in on my mom, my aunt and their 
friend’s tradition of braving the crowd 
on the first Saturday of the Drive. Call 
me crazy. I have recently moved so I 
have a pretty empty house to furnish. 
This year I scouted for chairs for my 
kitchen table, since I only have one. 

The day began when I left my 
house at 7:45 a.m. to pick up my 
mom, who was running late. We fi¬ 
nally get on the road to meet my aunt 
and our friend and head to Mt. Pisgah. 
I am on a mission of work and play, 
so I separate from the group to find 
something interesting besides wire 
flowerpot hangers. I head up to the 
folks that camp out in the teepees. I 
chatted with a few of the ladies and 
took a quick peek inside one of the 
temporary residences. They are sur¬ 

prisingly roomy 
We moved on to Smithfield and 

I headed to the Red Brick School to 

try and sneak into the kitchen before 
the ladies start serving their famous 
chicken and noodles. Mission ac¬ 
complished. I ran into board member 
Kathy Smysor cutting up some cake. 
She spied me and threatened me not 
to take her picture, and gave me a 
quick history lesson on Mt. Pisgah. As 
I walked through the kitchen, I soaked 
up the yummy chicken noodle aroma, 



but decided not to wait in the line, 
which had no end. 

After searching through tables 
for possible treasures, I was the most 

successful in Smithfield. I discovered 
a cast iron cornbread pan, a Roll¬ 
ing Rock chalkboard, a chair for my 

kitchen table (I can now have a guest 

for dinner) and salad bowls. I join 

my mom, aunt and friend to rest and 
refuel with a delicious lunch from the 
Cuba FFA pork chop stand. We relax 

and mentally prepare to head down 

the road to Bernadotte. 
On our way to Bernadotte we 

made an impromptu roadside stop at 
Hummingbird Haven. This worked 
out excellent for me since I found an 

incredible deal on a table and chairs, 
the 1960s canary yellow and chrome. 
After my exciting retro find, we ad¬ 

mire the changing leaves on our drive 
to Bernadotte. 

Our short caravan arrived to a 
long line of cars and a gaggle of peo¬ 

ple, definite evidence to good buys 
and good food. The smell of onion 

rings tickled my nose as I walked 
around trying not to look over a 
potential bargain. I took a breather 
from shopping and headed down to 

the bridge to check out the Spoon 
River, reflect on my purchases and 
people watch before returning to my 
vehicle. 

The day came to an end. 1 sur¬ 
vived! And I smelled like an onion 
ring. I met up with my mom, aunt 
and friend to conclude the tradition. 

As a finale, they presented me with 

dollar gag gifts they bought for me 

as an initiation to the Spoon River 

Drive shopping trip. All I will say is 

there was a reason they were a dollar. 

Despite the rule that they have to be 

displayed for at least a year, the atro¬ 

cious turkey candleholders will not 

make it to my Thanksgiving table. 

Sorry Mom. 

WITH GRANDMA'S "SECRET RECIPE 
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Good, Better, Best And Ultimate 
Heating Choices 

Many years ago, Sears, Roebuck 
& Company (just Sears for 

the younger folks) used to rate 
their catalogue items as “Good,” 
“Better” and “Best.” Those same 
descriptive terms might still be 
used today to compare heating 
fuels and heating systems. 

For example, propane might 
be considered as a GOOD heating 
choice. The real question though, 
is good really “good enough?” Ken 
Blanchard, a well known author of 
management books, wrote a book 
entitled “Raving Fans.” Flis belief 
was that if customers weren’t rav¬ 
ing and bragging about the service 
they received, it really wasn’t good 
enough. As an example, he uses 
the scenario of a waitress asking 
how your meal was. Even though 
you may have not been totally 
satisfied, the common response 
is, “it was okay.” With propane 
approaching $1.75 per gallon, the 
only really good thing that can be 
said about propane is that it has 
fast recovery (those times you’ve 
turned the thermostat down and 
then set it back up). The disad¬ 
vantages of propane include price 
volatility, and locating and refilling 
of the storage tank. 

Natural gas might be consid¬ 
ered as a BBOER heating choice. 
Gas furnace operating costs are 
similar to baseboard, ceiling cable 
or electric furnaces. The disadvan¬ 
tages of natural gas include its lim¬ 
ited availability, especially in rural 
areas, the increased maintenance 
requirements of newer high ef¬ 
ficiency units, and price volatility 
due to the ever-increasing world¬ 
wide demand for natural gas and 
susceptibility to interruptions by 
terrorism and natural disasters. 

The BEST choice of heating 
systems is electricity, especially 
electric heat pumps. It’s clean, 

safe and reliable. Heat pumps, for 
example, have a back-up system, 
which is activated automatically 
in the event of compressor failure. 
With technology improvements in 
recent years, heat pumps have be¬ 
come warmer, and even more effi¬ 
cient and more reliable. Electricity 
is a flameless heat, and unlike gas 
systems, no combustion occurs in 
or near your home; consequently, 
there is no need to vent toxic 
fumes. When electric space heat¬ 
ing is combined with cooking and 
water heating, there is only one 
utilitv bill to pay, an advantage for 
today’s busy families. Even though 
electric rates have been increasing 
in recent years, the increases have 
been predictable and within mod¬ 
est ranges. 

Sears never had an UOl- 
MATE classification, but the 
electric heat industry does. It’s 
known as the “Ground Source 
Heat Pump,” or geothermal. These 
units are 350-400 percent efficient 
and have annual operating costs 
that are less than any other option 

available. They offer reliability, 
long life and low maintenance, and 
have exceptionally quiet opera¬ 
tion as there are no outside units. 
A bonus with these units is the 
fact that they can supply up to 
50 percent of your water heating 
needs as a free byproduct. The 
only disadvantage to geothermal 
heat pumps is the higher initial 
cost. If the new home has a mort¬ 
gage, the additional mortgage cost 
to finance the geothermal heat 
pump is typically considerably less 
than the savings on the utility bill, 
resulting in a positive cash flow 
situation for the homeowner. The 
initial installation costs are often 
recouped in energy savings in as 
little as three to five years. 

If you would like additional 
information on heating systems, 
please phone your cooperative’s 
energy advisor. They are here to 
serve you and are a wealth of 
knowledge that can be used to 
vour benefit. 
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Proposed Mine Would 
Help Area 

This lake is the reclamation of a previous mine site, not the current site in 
Canton. 

PRESIDENTS 
REPORT 

William R. 
Dodds 

President/CEO 

In this issue... 
GCFI Testing 16c 

Keep Holiday Celebrations 
Bright and Safe! I6d 

On Wednesday, October 25 
a public hearing was held 

by the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources at the Don¬ 
aldson Center in Canton, Illinois 
regarding Permit #385, a mine 
proposed northeast of Canton. 

Capital Resources Develop¬ 
ment Company has proposed 
a mine located about 1.5 miles 
from Canton Lake on about 
1,085 acres. This is a project 
estimated at $30 million, creat¬ 
ing approximately 40 jobs with 
an average w age of just above 
$40,000, as well as the possibil¬ 
ity of 200 additional jobs in 
the community to support the 
mine. The mine is estimated to 

produce 4.25 million tons of coal 
over the course of the next 10 
years. 

About 150 supportive and 
concerned citizens and local offi¬ 
cials attended this hearing raising 
questions about mining on a mu¬ 
nicipal watershed and the quality 
of water once the mine is in op¬ 
eration. Other concerns involved 
the noise and vibrations caused 
by the machinery used. The ma¬ 
jority in attendance supported 
the permit citing the desperately 
needed economic boost the mine 
will bring to Fulton County. 

Spoon River Board Chair¬ 
man Jack Clark, Lineman Rick 
Roudebush and President/CEO 
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Bill Dodds spoke in favor of 
the permit. The proposed mine 
will be in Spoon River Electric’s 
service territory. By providing 
the mine with a substantial elec¬ 
tric load it would not only aid 
our co-op business, but benefit 
you, the member, by allowing 
us to spread our fixed costs over 
a larger load. This is extremely 
important during these times of 
rising costs of electricity. 

Dodds has spoken with Greg 
Arnett, Canton resident and Di¬ 
rector of Surface Operations for 
Capital Resources Development 
Company. Arnett assured the 
co-op that it will be reimbursed 
for any costs related to relocat¬ 
ing am' electrical facilities. Also, 
the developers will work together 
with Spoon River Electric to pre¬ 
vent any interruption of service 
while the facilities are being relo¬ 
cated. 

This is an example of the equipment used to prepare the mine site. 

Practice electric safety this Christmas and ensure all your 

holiday seasons to come will be merry and bright. 

Happy holidays from your Touchstone Energy 

electric cooperative! 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 



So
ur

ce
: 

L
ev

it
an

 I
ns

ti
tu

te
 

How Do You Know 
Your GFCIs Are Working? 
GFC 'IS are extremely reliable devices but like 

any electronic device they can become 
damaged over time. Because many GFCIs 
provide power even after they are damaged 
and are unable to trip, they work as live recep¬ 
tacles without offering your family protection 
from dangerous ground faults. 

Without regular testing, you can’t confirm 

that your GFCIs are providing this important 
protection. This is why it’s so important to 
regularly test the GFCIs. 

Testing a GFCI Takes Less Than a Minute 

Testing to determine whether a GFCI works 
properly is an easy procedure that takes less 
than a minute and may save your life: 

1. First plug a lamp or radio into the GFCI 
and turn the lamp or radio On. 

2. Press the TEST button and see if the lamp 
or radio goes Off. 

i. Press the RESET button and the lamp or 

radio should go back On. 
4- If the lamp or radio doesn’t go Off when 

you push the TEST button, the GFCI isn’t 
working properly and should be replaced. 

Note: If you have a Leviton Smart-Lock® 
GFCI or other manufacturer’s GFCI with 
lock-out feature (adds extra level of protec¬ 
tion because it can’t be reset if it’s not working 
properly), it’s the same test procedure, except 
for step 4- 

4A. If the lamp or radio doesn’t go On when 
you push the RESET button, the GFCI 
isn't working properly and should be re¬ 
placed. 
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Keep Holiday Celebrations 
Bright And Safe! 
U on’t let electrical accidents darken your hol¬ 

iday celebrations,” says Molly Hall, Direc¬ 
tor of the Safe Electricity program. “As you prepare 
for special holiday and family celebrations, look for 
and eliminate potential threats posed by holiday 
lighting, decorating and entertaining.” 

COOKING 
According to the National Fire Protection Asso¬ 

ciation, cooking has been the leading cause of home 
fires since 1990. Safe Electricity offers these tips to 
avoid shocks and fires in the kitchen year round: 
> Inspect all small appliances and electric cords to 
make sure they are in good repair, and read operat¬ 
ing instructions before use. 
> Never plug more than one high-wattage appli¬ 
ance into a single outlet. 
> Stay focused and attentive to baking, brewing 
and simmering foods. 
> Keep cooking areas clean and free of grease. 
> Make sure a working fire extinguisher is on 
hand, and know how to operate it. 
> Make sure that the outlets near sinks are 
equipped with ground fault circuit interrupters 
(GFCEs) to prevent shocks. 

LIGHTING AND DECORATING 
“Before decorating for the holidays, take some 

simple steps to avoid potential safety hazards,” says 
resident/CEO Bill Dodds. “We’ve all read about 

tragedies resulting from holiday lighting mishaps. 
Safeguard yourself and your home so that you’re 
not among those.” 
> Only use lights that have been safely tested and 
have the UL label. 
> Check each light string for broken sockets, 
frayed cords or faulty plugs. 
> Always unplug lights when replacing a bulb. 
> Don’t string together more than three standard- 
size sets of lights. 
> Place fresh-cut trees away from heat sources 
and water frequently. 
> Do not overload outlets. If necessary, use surge 
protector strips that have circuit breakers to prevent 
overloads when multiple outlets are needed. 
> Keep electric cords away of high-traffic areas. 
Do not run them through doorways, staple, nail or 
tack cords to the wall or hide them under rugs or 
carpets. 
> Outdoors, use only lights, cords, animated 
displays and decorations rated for outdoor use. 
Cords should be plugged into outlets equipped with 
GFCIs. Use a portable GFCI if your outdoor outlet 
don’t have them. 
> Always unplug lights before going to bed or 
leaving your home. 

For more information visit the Web site 
m\ov. SafeElectricity.org. 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
930 South Fifth Ave, PO Box 340, Canton, IE 61520 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
309-647-2700 
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Office Closing 
Our office will be closed 
on December 25 and 26 

in honor of the Christmas 
Holiday and on January 1 

and 2 for New Year’s. 

President/CEO 
William R. Dodds 

bdodds@srecoop.org 

Chairman 
Jack Clark, Lewistown 

Vice Chairman 
Bernard Marvel, Browning 

Secretaiy 
Steve Pille, Glasford 

Treasurer 
Lyle Nelson, Abingdon 

'.srecoop.org 
Assistant Treasurer 
Terry Beam, Cuba 

Board of Directors 
James Banks, Canton 

Greg Leigh, Avon 
Scott Parrish, Havana 

Kathy Smysor, Smithfield 

Editor of Spoon River News 
Kaylyn Kuzniar 

ldaizniar@srecoop.org 
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