
SIEC Offers Economic Veveio^mmt Trainuuj for 
Eocal OrqMtUurbions 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative (SIEC) was 
one of five Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of 

Southern Illinois to host an Economic Development 
Boot Camp, conducted by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA), and Lockwood 
Greene, an international site location consultant for 
regional economic development specialists. The 
Boot Camp was held Tuesday, Nov. 8 at the South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative at Lake of Egypt. It 

was designed to help economic development spe¬ 
cialists understand the corporate land site choice 
process so they can maximize their recruiting suc¬ 
cess rate. 

Lockwood Greene experts discussed why cor¬ 
porations expand/relocate, the strategic process 
they go through during the site selection process 
and what constitutes a quality response to a Re¬ 
quest for Information (RFI) for a potential project. 

Participants were required to submit a 
response to an RFI for an imaginary manu¬ 
facturing project just as they would a real 
project. The RFI was critiqued by experts 
from Lockwood Greene, who discussed the 
project response with each organization in a 
one-on-one consultation, simais y AJJBI 

Local organizations and representatives 
present at the boot camp were: Union County 
Economic Development Corporation (Don 
Denny), Southern Five Regional Planning 
Commission (Heather Biggerstaff), University 
of Illinois Extension Service (Jody Johnson 
and Ron Duncan), Pulaski County Develop¬ 
ment Association (Janet Moses), South¬ 
ernmost Illinois Delta Empowerment Zone 
(Donna Raynalds), and Alexander County 
Sub-Zone (Stacey Thomas). 

Office-Closings 
| Jur office will be closed Monday, 

January 2 in observance of New 
Year’s Day, and Monday, January 16 
for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
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InxMicUscmt, Haioqeu, or COMJMJ± ‘Biwore^cmt? 
Tkes Least exqemuse bulbs utay cost you/ tke most 
Shopping for new light bulbs can be confusing. Which is best? Which lasts 

longest? Which will save you money? Below, we have broken down and 
simplified the different bulb types to make the comparison easier. 

■ Incandescent- The most common light bulbs 
are the incandescent bulbs. They cost about $0.75 per 
bulb and last about 750 to 1,000 hours (long-life bulbs 
may last up to 2,500 hours). They give a comfortable 
spectrum of light and work well with the dimmer switches 
that are so popular in homes. They also 
waste energy. Lots of it. In fact, about 
90 percent of the energy they produce 
is released not as light, but as heat. 
While this may be fine during the cooler 
months, it can mean higher air condition¬ 
ing bills in the warmer ones. 

■ Halogen- Halogen bulbs are more 
efficient than incandescent bulbs and 
burn longer. They have a standard life of 
approximately 2,250 to 3,500 hours and 
with continued use maintain their clean 
white light without fading. Unfortunately, 
rather than using energy efficient standard halogen bulbs, 
most halogen users employ high-wattage halogen tubes. 
These energy gluttons create four times more heat than 
incandescent bulbs and, with temperatures reaching about 
1,200 degrees, they can be serious fire hazards. 

■ Compact Fluorescent- The words “fluorescent 
light” may bring horrifying recollections of buzzing light 
fixtures and visions of dull, sickly, institutional type light¬ 
ing. But it’s time to rethink that image. Today’s fluorescent 
bulbs are the most energy efficient form of lighting out 
there and the most economical to operate. New electronic 
ballasts have quieted the buzz and the phosphor-coated 
glass tubes produce a soothing spectrum of light that 
closely mimics that of the incandescent bulbs. Fluores- 
cents consume only about one-quarter to one-third of the 
energy as incandescents and last 10,000 hours or more! 
Replacing the high-use bulbs in your home with fluores¬ 
cent bulbs can reduce your lighting bill by about half. The 

newest bulbs are about the same length as traditional bulbs 
and will fit in most light fixtures. And for those die-hard 
dimmer users out there, new dimmable fluorescent bulbs 
are being marketed for home use. 

The initial cost of fluorescent bulbs is higher ($5- 
$15 per bulb as compared to the $0.75 
incandescent bulb), but consumers must 
keep in mind that the operating cost of a 
75-watt incandescent bulb will be about 
$6 over its relatively short life span. Re¬ 
placing a 100-watt incandescent bulb with 
a 32-watt compact fluorescent bulb can 
save about $30 in operating costs over the 
life of the bulb and provides the same light 
output. Consumers may also consider 
the environmental benefits when deciding 
whether to undergo the fluorescent con¬ 

version. 
A 20-watt compact fluorescent bulb will use about 

550 kilowatt-hours of electricity less than a 75-watt incan¬ 
descent bulb. That equates to 500 pounds of coal that will 
not be used in coal-fired power plants and 1,300 pounds 
of carbon dioxide and 20 pounds of sulfur that will not be 
released as environmental pollution. The government esti¬ 
mates that replacing one incandescent bulb in every U.S. 
household with a compact fluorescent bulb would be the 
pollution-saving equivalent of removing one million cars 
from our streets. M\\M B|0i 

There are several lighting options to choose from 
when illuminating your home. Many people will remain loy¬ 
al to Edison’s “bright idea,” but the new fluorescent lighting 
options are certainly worth a look. They are more energy 
efficient, more economical to operate, and environmentally 
friendlier. For more information about compact fluorescent 
lighting options, visit the federal government’s ENERGY 
STAR Web site at www.energystar.gov. 

■■n o i o i o 5K a o i o a o 5K a o a o i 

Want to receive a $10 credit 
on your electric bill? 

In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center 
section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply $10 
toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 
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Daffron User Meeting 
Learning how to better 

serve our members 
by Chris Bennett Your cooperative has more than 

11,000 active member accounts, 
2,100 miles of conductor, $17 

million in annual revenue, and $44 
million in total plant. 

How do we keep track of all the 
accounting and billing transactions 
it takes to run this organization? We 
use an IBM AS/400 computer system 
and accounting and financial software 
developed by Daffron and Associates 
of Bowling Green, MO. 

As you can imagine, there’s a 
lot of “paperwork” involved in the 
monthly operations of the cooperative 
and our employees are responsible for 
making sure it is all done properly in 
order that the financial records of the 
cooperative are accurate. By using the 
Daffron system, that job is accom¬ 
plished much easier. WMuaj BJOQ 

Annually, a Daffron User Meet- 

Co-Op Trcdftuuj 

cftr IQ LJCtfiS^ L/14 UJ L I—w r w* 

Specialist), Stepkaju& Tfteis (Payroll & Capital Credit Specialist), Cindy Aden 

(Office Sendees Coordinator), Bree Hilemcm, and Lisa, Mead, (Office, Sendees 

Representatives) attended this year’s Daffron, User Meeting. 

ing is held, usually in St. Louis, Mo, 
for their clients from all over the U.S., 
Canada, and other countries around 
the world to hear about any operat¬ 
ing updates or enhancements to their 

products that will help us to better 
serve our members as well as satisfy 
all of the reporting requirements to the 
many outside agencies the coopera¬ 
tive must meet. 

Front Desk Training In September, SIEC sent four employees 
to the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) in Springfield for 

a training program titled, “How to Take 
Charge of the Front Desk.” The ladies 
spent one day of intense training on front 
desk skills such as emergency commu¬ 
nication, safety and security, company 

image, organization, and stress 
management. 

Engineering Training SIEC System Engineer John Har¬ 
ris recently attended a National 
Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 

sociation (NRECA) training session 
titled “Introduction to Distribution En¬ 
gineering.” Training classes consisted 
of the following discussions: system 
loss analysis, sectionalizing, voltage 

transformation and regulation, 
work plan contracts, and work 
order inspections, just to name 
a few. After-hours homework 
was required, and networking 
opportunities were promoted 
throughout the two week pe¬ 
riod. 

Lana, Livesay, Pamela, Bierstedt, Bree, Hileman, and Leslie Han/el. 

JOHNSON UNION 
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WB have the 

U' 
of many cooperatives We can’t clone our co-op’s linemen, but through the Illinois Electric Cooperatives Emergency Work Plan we can do the next 

best thing. When bad weather hits, help is just a call away. The other 23 member cooperatives of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives are standing by and ready to assist in restoring your power. Although we 
are only one cooperative, we have the strength and support of many cooperatives. That’s how 

we serve you with accountability, one of Touchstone Energy’s core values. 
For more information about the emergency work plan, contact your local electric coopera- _ , 9 

tive. For more information about Touchstone Energy, log on to www.touchstoneenergy.coop touchstone bnergy 
The power of human connections 

Important Policy Changes The SIEC Board of Directors recently amended some policies that will affect 
certain Cooperative fees assessed to our members. Most of these fees 
have not been amended since the mid 1990s. Changes are effective Jan¬ 

uary 1,2006. These changes will override charges stated on your billing pack¬ 
ets. Below is a summary of these policies: 

^ Trip for collection will now be $50.00 during regular working hours. 
(Was $25.00). 

i Trip to get meter reading $50.00. (Was $25.00) 
^ Returned check, bank draft or credit card payment; charge will now be 

$25.00 minimum office charge (was $15.00) plus $50.00 if trip is made 
(was $25.00). 

i When reconnection of service is made after 4 p.m. and before 8 am, or 
on weekends/holidays, the charge will be $200.00. (Was $100.00) 

^ Service will be subject to disconnection if payment is not received on or 
before the 15th of the month. A $50.00 charge will be made for any pur¬ 
pose of collection. (Was $25.00) 

i If a consumer wishes service temporarily disconnected for his/her own 
convenience, a service charge of $25.00 (was $15.00) per trip will be 
made for disconnection and $25.00 (was $15.00) for reconnection. 

^ When cooperative personnel are called out and the problem is on the 
consumer’s side of the meter, a charge of $200.00 will be assessed. (Was 
$100.00) 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South 

RO. Box 100 
Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Web address: www.siec.coop 

Board of Directors 

Scott L. Ury (President) 
Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President) 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer) 

G. Robert Inman, Richard D. Moss, 
Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 

Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and 
Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: (800) 762-1400 
(618) 827-3555 
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RtiUuj Eiectrio Costs 

Fuel used to 
is getting 

ccording to Platts, the energy information business, 
IU.S. electricity prices are 46 percent higher than last 

year despite recent declines. 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative (SIEC) is making every 
effort to control costs for our 
members. We are focused 
more than ever on providing re¬ 
liable, cost-effective electricity. 

Why is the cost of elec¬ 
tricity rising? 

■ Higher Fuel Costs 
- Fuel used to generate elec¬ 
tricity (natural gas, coal, oil) is 
getting more expensive. 

■ Rising Demand 
- Economic growth in the U.S. 
and overseas (e.g., China) has increased the demand for 
energy. As competition for energy increases, so does the 
price. 

m Aging Grid - Some area transmission grids are 
outdated, limiting capacity and reducing the supply of 
electricity. This is like a two-lane highway that we are 
trying to use like a four-lane interstate to move energy. 
Power congestion on the existing transmission system is 
driving power cost up. Jpoiswoo -\ PIABQ 

■ Increasing Regulations - Government regula¬ 
tions often require costly changes for compliance. South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative (SIPC), our generation and 
transmission cooperative, recently spent 230 million dol¬ 
lars, completing an environmentally friendly construction 
upgrade. 

How does this affect SIPC? 
SIEC purchases power from SIPC and that power is 

distributed to you, our member. Since 2003, SIPC has 
seen carbon prices increase 77 percent, coal prices 70 
percent and purchased power 52 percent. As a result, 
SIPC has increased rates, which is passed down to SIEC, 

generate electricity 
more expensive. 

which affects our rates to you. Since 2003, the whole¬ 
sale cost of power to SIEC has increased 23 percent. 

What can you do 
about it? 

Conserving energy 
in your home or busi¬ 
ness can have a positive 
impact in reducing the 
demand for electricity. 
Communicating to your 
friends and family about 
the reason for rising 
electricity costs and the 
importance of energy 
conservation also helps. 
Continue reading Illinois 
Country Living for energy 

saving tips and articles on the rising cost of electricity. 
You have a voice in how we operate and are a part of 
the decision-making process. Attend your annual co-op 
meetings where you can discuss your rates with neigh¬ 
bors, co-op employees, and board members. 

What is SIEC doing about it? 
We are doing everything we can to protect your rates 

and still maintain a viable entity. Your board of directors, 
manager, and many employees are members of the co¬ 
operative too. They receive their electricity and expect us 
to deliver reliable electricity at the lowest possible cost, 
just like you. We all continue to work hard to make the 
best decisions in your interest, because we are commit¬ 
ted to you. 

If energy costs continue to rise, a future rate in¬ 
crease is probable. Please be assured we are focused on 
controlling costs, while still being committed to supplying 
you with reliable electric service. We will diligently work 
to hold down rate increases as long as possible. Rising 
electricity costs affect SIPC, SIEC, and members alike, 
but together, we have the power to make a difference. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • 
'JK®, mzstaBm&k.'e,*. . . ,, '* Z,.,.. 
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Makes Sures StanAby Qetwraton ares 
lustOsLUds Correctly! 

During power outages, many 
cooperative members use 

backup generators for emergency 
electrical needs. If installed 
properly, the use of generators to 
power your home, farm, or busi¬ 
ness poses little danger. But, if 
installed incorrectly, your genera¬ 
tor system could threaten the 
lives of family, friends, 
neighbors, and coop¬ 
erative crews trying to 
restore service. 

There are specific 
ways to properly install 
generators for your home 
or business. Southern 
Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative and Safe Electricity 
strongly suggest you have 
a qualified electrician assist 
you. uoisuiiof p A|jaA0g 

To safely operate a 
standby generator that will be 

connected into the wiring of your 
home or business, make sure 
it has a double-pole, dou¬ 
ble-throw transfer safety 
switch to isolate the load 
from the normal cooperative 
source power. 

Without this safety switch, 
there is a chance electricity can 
travel back through the lines, 
causing “backfeed.” “Backfeed” 
creates a dangerous hazard for 
anyone near lines, particularly 
utility crews working to restore 
power. Isolating coopera¬ 

tive lines from the gen¬ 
erator by just removing 
the meter or putting 
the main breaker in the 
“off” position is not 
good enough and is ex¬ 
tremely unsafe. The trans¬ 
fer safety switch ensures 
that there is no possible way, 
even accidentally, that “back 
feed” can occur. 
For more important details 
on generator safety, call 
Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative or visit www. 
SafeElectricity.org. 

pH J O M> I o 5f> 3 o fH 3 O 

Want to receive a 
$10 credit on your 

electric bill? 

In this month’s issue of 
the JAMUR we have printed 
the names of three members 
of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative who are eligible to 
receive a $10 credit towards 
their utility bill. If you find your 
name printed in this center 
section, and it’s not part of the 
story, call us at the cooperative 
and tell us your account num¬ 
ber and we will apply $10 to¬ 
ward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call 
us at (800) 762-1400, ask for 
Jerri. 

A Warm Way to Pay 
Too cold to get 
out to the post 
office to pay 
your electric 

bill? 

Stay inside 
where it’s warm 

and pay it on 
SIEC’s Web site. 

Visit www.siec.coop for all the information you 
need to start paying online. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 2006 



Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Now Offers 

AAarathnn 
M w mmm* m 
WATER HEATERS 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative proudly offers the Marathon water heater 
50 and 85 gallon models. 

Why Marathon? 

If you have any questions, please call our office at 1(800)762-1400 or visit our Web site for detailed 
information, www.siec.coop. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Because we believe, if you want your water heater to give you years of service, you 
must get one that will stand the test of time. 

Marathon offers a life-time no-leak warranty, guaranteed to last you as long as 
you own your home. This will save you the future expense of buying a replacement 
heater and having it installed. 

Because it has a plastic tank, the Marathon will not rust or corrode. 

FEBRUARY 2006 

Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 

operative will again sponsor area 

juniors to Youth Day in Springfield 

on April 5, sponsored by the co¬ 

op and the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives. Of the 11 

students representing the co-op in 

April, two will be selected to go on 

an all-expense paid tour of Wash¬ 

ington DC in June 2005. 

Students do not have to be 

sons or daughters of SIEC mem¬ 

bers. We have opened this up to 

all juniors and will select one win¬ 

ner from each high school. Area 

guidance counselors will have the 

necessary information regarding 

this educational experience of a 

lifetime. 

Attention High School Juniors! 

Memorial, and many other na¬ 

tional monuments and places of 

interest. JaiaailM V pjewpg 

Ask your guidance counselor for 

details today! Time is running out 

to apply for this exciting experi¬ 

ence. 

Youth To Springfield: The day’s 

activities in Springfield will include 

touring the state capitol complex and 

visiting with legislators with other 

students from throughout the state. 

Youth To Washington: The 

two local winners will join some 

50 other Illinois students, 

sponsored by Illinois co¬ 

operatives, at Springfield 

on June 9. They will 

travel on charter buses 

to Washington DC and 

return to Springfield 

June 16. While in 

Washington, students 

will visit such attrac¬ 

tions such as the 

White House, U.S. 

Capitol, Smithsonian 

Institution, Arlington 

National Cemetery, Lincoln 
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Off ice (0O5ing 
51LC W,H closed 

Mondau, Tet. 20 

for rresident’s Day. 

Scott L. Ury (President) 
Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President) 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer) 

G. Robert Inman, Richard D. Moss, 
Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 

Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and 
Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: (800) 762-1400 
(618) 827-3555 
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"Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Certain restrictions may apply. Please call for details. 

In partnership with TransWorld Network. 

Board of Directors 

Call Us Today! 

1 -800-807-1837 
Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

Call him for as little as 

4.50 per minute 

• Pay just 4-5(* per minute for all your in-state long 
distance calls 

• Only 4-9<t* per minute for all calls state-to-state 
anytime, anywhere in the continental U.S. 

• NO cost to join. NO monthly minimum. NO hidden 
charges. 

• You don’t have to be a current Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative customer to sign up. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South 

R0. Box 100 
Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Web address: www.siec.coop 



P&reweU Bob fi^wr 
mA Charlie HoitzcUw 

Bob Fisher of Dongola was hired in 
1979 as Forestry Apprentice. He 

then moved on to Apprentice Lineman, 
Journeyman Lineman, and retired as 
Crew Foreman in February. He spent 
27 years with the co-op. 

Bob graduated from Dongola High 
School in 1961. He has been married 
to his wife Jackie for 42 years and they 
have one daughter Amy. Bob worked for 
Smoot Oil Company in Dongola before 
pursuing a career at SIEC. Since his 
recent retirement Bob has joined a gym, 
been taking care of his house and just 
relaxing. He does plan on doing some 
fishing “if he can scrape up enough 

money for a fishing license.” 
Bob expressed that it 

was nice to work 
with the other em¬ 
ployees and co-op 
members. He also 
said, “It gave me 

a great sense of 
accomplishment to 

serve the members.” 

Charlie Holtzclaw of McClure was 
hired in 1991 as Janitor. He worked 

his way up to Forestry Apprentice, then 
Forestry Journeyman. He filled a tem¬ 
porary position as Building & Grounds 
Maintenance Coordinator at various 
times before he retired in January. He 
spent 15 years with the co-op. 

Charlie graduated from high school 
in Galatia in 1960 and married Mary in 
1962. They had three children, Sharon, 
Mike and Carole. Prior to the co-op, 
Charlie worked for the Trojan dynamite 
plant in Wolf Lake for 17 years. He had 
always heard SIEC was a great place 
to work. He knew and admired General 
Manager Larry Lovell and had a desire 
to work for him, so he applied for the 
janitor’s position. Charlie said that he 
enjoyed the employees and customers 
tremendously over the last 15 years. 
When asked of his future plans, Charlie 
explained, “We just purchased a home in 
East Cape to be closer to our grandchil¬ 
dren, so that should keep me busy for 
a long time.” 

[Veic&me 
Aaron, Stover 

Aaron Stover of Lick Creek is 
SIEC’s newest employee, 

holding the job title of Building 
and Grounds Maintenance Co¬ 
ordinator. Aaron graduated from 
Anna-Jonesboro High School, 
then went on to Shawnee Col¬ 
lege. He graduated from SIU 
with a degree in ag education. 
He was employed at Cobden 
High School as an agriculture 
teacher before coming to the 
co-op. SUJBH Ajeuiasou 

Aaron married Paula 
Kraatz. They have a one-year- 
old daughter Kaylee. Paula is a 
civil engineer with IDOT. Aaron 
said he has wanted to work at 
SIEC for several years. He ap¬ 
preciates the job security and 
considers the co-op a quality 
place of employment. Aaron en¬ 
joys hunting, fishing and most 
importantly, spending time with 
his wife and daughter. 
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Plant the Risht free in the Right Place 
Is it possible to have trees and 

reliable electric service? It is if 
we work together to prevent conflict 
between the two. Though pruning 
methods can temporarily eliminate 
conflicts between trees and electric 
lines, the solution is to follow these 
planting guidelines and put the right 
tree in the right place. 

Remember, our crews are not 
out to harm the trees that you love so 
much. You can help too. Working co¬ 
operatively, you and our forestry crews 
can eliminate the sparks that fly when 
branches and power lines mix. 

Mature Tree Height Minimum Distance From The Line 

10 feet Right under the line 

15' 

25l-30' 25' 

SS'^S1 35' 

50' or taller 

o
 

L
O

 

Choosing the Right Tree and the Right Spot for Energy Efficiency 

The U.S. Department of Energy says that trees planted 
in the right places can save up to 25 percent of your 

household energy consumption for heating and cooling. 
Landscaping your home correctly should provide enough 
energy savings to return the investment in less than eight 
years. ueBesy IAI aa~| 

In the Summer 
The air temperature 
under a yard’s shade 
tree can be 25 de¬ 
grees cooler than that 
of the nearby street. 
You can block a great 
deal of solar heat 
invading your home in 
the summer but still 
let the heat warm your 
home in the winter by 
planting deciduous 
trees. Trees with high 
leaves and branches 

should be planted to the south of your home to shade 
your roof from the hottest part of the day. Trees that 
have lower branches can be planted to the west to 
shade your home from the low afternoon sun. 

A 6-8 foot tree planted near your home will begin 
shading windows its first year. It could shade your roof 
in as little as five years. And remember, shading your air 
conditioner can increase its efficiency by up to 10 percent. 

Blocking cold 
winter winds will 
help reduce your 
heating costs. Ev¬ 
ergreen trees and 
shrubs planted 
to the north and 
northwest make 
good windbreaks. 
You’ll want to 
plant trees and 
shrubs together 
to provide a con¬ 
sistent wind block 
from the ground 
to the treetops. 
For greatest sav¬ 

ings, plant windbreaks two to five times the mature height 
of other trees in your yard. 

Be careful not to plant evergreens close to the south 
side of your home. This could block winter sunlight and 
prevent its warmth from entering your home. 

Shrubs, bushes and vines planted next to your home 
can also help insulate your home in winter and summer. 
Leave at least one foot between full-grown plants and your 
home’s outer wall. 

Source: The U.S. Department of Energy - Energy Efficien¬ 
cy and Renewable Energy at www.eere.energy.gov. 

In the Winter 
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Leaver Yover federal Tax, OAUL Eneray Bill 
cet the SaA4te Turn 

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 signed by President Bush 

on August 8, 2005, provides federal tax credits of up to 

$500 for Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative (SIEC) mem¬ 

bers who make certain energy efficient upgrades to their 

homes. Additional benefits of participating in the program 

will include lower home energy bills, increased indoor com¬ 

fort and reduced air pollution. 

What is a tax credit? 
A tax credit is a claim on your federal income tax form 

at the end of the year. The credit increases the tax refund 

you receive or decreases the amount of taxes you have 

to pay. A tax credit is more valuable than a similar size tax 

deduction. A tax credit reduces 

your federal income tax by 100 

percent of the amount of credit. 

What are the equipment 
specifications needed for the tax 
credit? 

Who is eligible for 
the tax credits? 

Anyone who installs the 

eligible improvements in or on 

their principle residence in the 

United States. 

What energy- 
efficient home 
improvements are 
eligible? 
■ Insulation, exterior doors or 

pigmented metal roofs: 10 percent of the total cost, up 

to $500. Duct sealing and weather stripping or foam 

sealants may also qualify for the credit, depending on 

the IRS rules. 

■ Central air conditioners, heat pumps or water heaters: 

up to $300 toward the full purchase price. 

■ Furnaces or boilers: up to $150 toward the full pur¬ 

chase price, and/or $50 for a furnace with an efficient 
air-circulating fan. 

■ Exterior windows (including skylights): 10 percent of 

the total cost, up to $200. 

some tankless water heaters meet this standard. 

When are the tax credits available? 
The home improvement tax credits apply for improve¬ 

ments “placed in service” from January 1,2006, through 

December 31,2007. “Placed in service” means installed 

not purchased. 

For more information, contact your federal income 

tax preparer or check out the following Web site at: www. 

energytaxincentives.org. 

o fH i o .*f> i o i o i o 3 o i o i o i 

Want to receive a $10 credit 
on your electric bill? 

> f O 

In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this cen¬ 
ter section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2006 
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Windows, doors and insulation must meet the require¬ 

ments of the International Energy Conservation Code 

(IECC) a model energy code for buildings. In some 

cases this may be higher than the Energy Star code. 

Metal roofs must have pigmented coatings that meet 

Energy Star requirements. J9|seg p smon 
Heating and cooling equipment must meet stringent ef¬ 

ficiency standards and not all Energy Star products will 

qualify. Central air conditioners must have a seasonal 

energy efficiency ratio (SEER) 

minimum of 15 and an energy 

efficiency ratio (EER) minimum 

of 12.5. Electric heat pumps 

must be 15 SEER and 13 EER 

with a heating seasonal perfor¬ 

mance factor (HSPF) of at least 

9. Geothermal heat pumps must 

meet current Energy Star criteria. 

For a closed-loop system, a 14.1 

EER and a coefficient of per¬ 

formance (COP) of at least 3.3. 

In addition the geothermal heat 

pumps must include a desuper¬ 

heater, which helps heat water or 

an integrated water heating sys¬ 

tem. Natural gas, propane or oil burning water heaters 

must have an energy factor (EF) of at least 0.80. Only 

6 
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Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Now Offers 

For Outages Call: (800) 762-1400 
(618) 827-3555 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

7420 U.S. Highway 51 South 
R0. Box 100 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 
(618) 827-3555 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Web address: www.siec.coop 

Board of Directors 

Scott L. Ury (President) 
Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President) 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer) 

G. Robert Inman, Richard D. Moss, 
Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 

Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and 
Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Editor Jerri Schaefer 

AAanthnn 
1 W IMff ft 
WATER HEATERS 

If you have any questions, please call our office at 1(800)762-1400 
or visit our Web site for detailed information, www.siec.coop. 

You asked and we listened. 
After several requests. Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative proudly offers the 

Marathon water heater. 

Why Marathon? 
Because we believe, if you want your 

water heater to give you years of service, you 
must get one that will stand the test of time. 

Marathon offers a life-time no-leak 
warranty, guaranteed to last you as long as 

you own your home. This will save 
the future expense of buying 
replacement heater and 
having it installed. 

Because it has a plastic 
tank, the Marathon will 

not rust or corrode. 

Call Today! 
1-800-807-1837 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative's long distance program 

is like finding a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. 

With our long distance program you'll pay only 4.5$* per 

minute for all in-state calls, anytime, day or night. With 

all of these savings, you maybe the luckiest person in the 

world! You will also receive: 

§You don't have to be a Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Member to join! 

Out-of-state long distance calls are only 4.9c* per minute 

Personal toll-free number at no additonal charge! 

NO cost to join. NO monthly minimum. NO hidden charges. 

E-WII rates at just 4.5c* per minute (residential only) 



SIBC Member Opens BamUy RestAurant 
Want good home 

cooking while sup¬ 
porting your local com¬ 
munity? You can find it 
all right here at Mom’s 
Place. Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 
(SIEC) member Donna 
Morgan of Anna runs a 
local restaurant on the 
corner of Interstate 57 
and Highway 146 in 
Anna. The diner is con¬ 
nected to Travel Hut gas 
station and it is already 
getting a name for its 
outstanding home- 
cooked meals. 

“I’ve always wanted 
to open a restaurant 
business. Since Shelley 
is such a good cook 
and my girls like to wait 
tables, I thought this 
was a great idea,” ex- 
plained Donna. Mom’s 
Place is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 5 a.m. - 2 
p.m., and Saturday-Sunday from 
6 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Donna thinks it is very im¬ 
portant to give back to her com¬ 
munity so she tries to use local 
vendors to make her business 
a success. For example, she 
purchases her Saturday special 
of catfish from Seafood Special¬ 
ties in Anna (owner Dan Lewis, 
member of SIEC). Donna also 
offers many meals from scratch, 

The, oamer's ,jr MiraJtda, 

.... 

such as her Sunday special of 
Chicken and Dumplings, and 
her thick, generous portions of 
meatloaf, which she serves dur¬ 
ing the week, aoueiieg v AJB|/\| 

Not only is Mom’s Place ser¬ 
viced by SIEC, Donna has been 
a residential member of the co¬ 
op most of her life. One hundred 
percent of the employees of 
Mom’s Place are members of 
SIEC as well. Donna’s mother, 
Katherine Hill, bakes the warm, 
black-walnut pies and delicious 

Bad SIEC Harder Iwi Batter ofLKB & Sons. 

desserts. Donna’s four daugh¬ 
ters, Shelley Hileman, Jenifer 
Eddleman, Miranda Morgan and 
Katy Morgan are the waitresses, 
cooks and dish washers. They 
all help out their mom wherever 
they are needed. 

So if you are craving savory, 
home-cooked meals and you 
enjoy supporting your local 
community, stop in at Mom’s 
Place. Donna and her family 
have a table waiting for you and 
your family. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • April 2006 < 6a Vo
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Steve Hoffman and Roger Acuff at¬ 
tended a Regulator Training and 

Advanced Regulator Training program 
sponsored by The Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) at Fletcher 
- Reinhardt in St. Louis, Missouri. They 
were trained on operation, maintenance 
and safety of voltage regulators. 

The AIEC sponsored a Safety/Super¬ 
visory/Technical Conference in Febru¬ 
ary, the following employees attended: 
Barry Clark, Larry Lingle, Dennis Ab¬ 
ercrombie and Allen Plott. Barry Clark 
also attended the Purchasing/Ware¬ 
house Seminar. 

John Rendleman, Jeff Palmer, Nathan 
Menees, Allen Plott and Todd Thurston 

attended a Meter Safety Seminar for 
training on meter operation, mainte¬ 
nance and safety, which was also spon¬ 
sored by the AIEC. a>|SB|/\| Q seuiom 

In January, the following employees 
in conjuction with Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative (EEC) received training in 
Underground Fault Locating: Mike Lo- 
geman, John Harris, Tom Keller, LaRue 
Parr, Dennis Abercrombie, Larry Joe 
Keller, Stanley Treat, Lamar Houston, 
Perry Dailey, Robin Ramage and Sam 
Brown. Training is for new equipment 
SIEC has joint-purchased with EEC, 
which is used to find problems when 
there is a primary underground line 
fault. 

Save your pennies 
for a rainy day. 
Switch your long distance plan today. 

Intoducing a long distance savings plan that really 

works from Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. It’s 

time to switch to a long distance plan that lets you call 

without worry of any monthly service fees or hidden 

charges. For you can call 

anywhere in the state of Illinois. There are no time of 

day restrictions or minimum usage charges. We also 

offer a rate for all calls outside the 

state. 

So call 

saving those pennies! 

today and start 

w Southern Illinois 
r Electric Cooperative 
» Your Touchstone Energy ‘Partner 

'T axes and other regulatory charges not included. Certain restrictions may apply. Please call for details. 

In partnership with TransWorkl Network. 

JOHNSON ALEXANDER MASSAC UNION PULASKI POPE 
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Q I heard SIEC was changing its electrical 
outage reporting system? 

When you call to report an electrical outage, 
SIEC wants the call to be handled as simply and 
efficiently as possible. This is why we plan to in¬ 
stall an automated outage response system, which 
is an innovative method of better handling 
your calls, messages and repairs. 

Q. What does this mean for 
me? 

/rko Our new outage report¬ 
ing system means calls 
are answered faster and 
messages are recorded 
quickly. The new system 
will reduce busy signals and 
provide you with confirma¬ 
tion your message has been 
received. This new system also 
means dispatchers can promptly notify 
linemen of your outage as soon as you call. 

Will any phone work with this system? 

tft&o Regardless of what type of phone line you 
have, you will be able to access the outage report¬ 
ing system. 

Do you have my current information? 

/^k0 SIEC has more than 8,500 members and it’s 
crucial we have updated addresses and telephone 
numbers for each member. We use your telephone 

Office Closing 

Our office^ will be, closed; 

Friday, April 14 in 

observance, of Qood Friday. 

number to locate your outage and signal our 24- 
hour dispatcher. Having updated records will allow 
us to quickly identify you and your location when 
you call and report an outage. 

If you haven’t already received a separate, 
written request from our office, you soon will. 
Please verify your information and if there are any 

changes we need to make, please respond 
by mailing your updated informa¬ 

tion with your next bill 
payment, e-mailing us 

at www.siec.coop 
or by calling us at 

(800) 762-1400. 

When will 
tire new system 

be implemented? 

^ irko We plan to in¬ 
stall the equipment 

mid-spring to early sum¬ 
mer. 

Why is SIEC making 
this change? 

When an outage occurs, we need to get infor¬ 
mation from you quickly, assess the damage and 
direct work crews so your power is restored as 
soon as possible. The automated outage system 
will help us in this task and allow us to handle 
more calls, seuioqi -Q UA|OJBO 

SIEC is committed to providing you with reliable 
electric service. 

• UNION • PULASKI 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • April 2006 ^ 
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Energy Conservation/ 
Electricity prices are rising due to higher fuel costs, rising demand, an aging grid 

and increasing regulations. But remember, we have the power to make a difference. 

Every little bit helps when it comes to conserving energy. 

Tips to Sense/ Energy Today 
• Set your thermostat comfortably low in the winter and comfortably high 

in the summer. Install a programmable thermostat that is compatible 

with your heating system. 

• Use compact fluorescent light bulbs. 

• Air dry dishes instead of using your dishwasher’s drying cycle. 

• Turn off your computer and monitor when not in use. 

• Plug home electronics, such as TVs and DVD players, into power 

strips; turn the power strips off when the equipment is not in use (TVs 

and DVDs in standby mode still use several watts of power). 

• Lower the thermostat on your hot water heater to 120° F. 

• Take short showers instead of baths. 

• Wash only full loads of dishes and clothes. 

V 

Look for the ENERGY STAR® label on home appliances and products. ENERGY STAR 

products meet strict efficiency guidelines set by the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy. 

Brought to you by SIEC and Energy Savers. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South 

RO. Box 100 
Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Web address: www.siec.coop 

Board of Directors 

Scott L. Ury (President) 
Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President) 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer) 
G. Robert Inman, Richard D. Moss, 

Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 
Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and 

Ronald Osman (Attorney) 
Manager Larry Lovell 
Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call; (800) 762-1400 

(618) 827-3555 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Now Offers 

Mi arathnn 
WATER HEATERS 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative proudly offers 

the Marathon water heater in 50 and 85 gallon models. 

Why Marathon? 
Because we believe, if you want your water 

heater to give you years of service, you must get 

one that will stand the test of time. 
Marathon offers a life-time no-leak warranty, 

guaranteed to last you as long as you own your 

home. This will save you the future expense of 

buying a replacement heater and having it installed. 

Because it has a plastic tank, the Marathon will 

not rust or corrode. 

If you have any questions, please call our 
office at 1(800)762-1400 or visit our Web site 
for detailed information, www.siec.coop. 

40dgc 
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Biecbridty - Still & Qreat Valu& 
e believe electricity is 

still a great value even 
if the cost of it is rising. The 
price of electricity has re¬ 
mained valuable, especially 
when compared to the rate of 
inflation and various common 
consumer items. From 1994 
to 2005, the average annual 
percent increase for the price 
of electricity has been only 
0.7 percent. PJBM Jnqpv 

SIEC is a non-profit elec¬ 
tric cooperative, which means 
we sell electricity to you at 
cost. SIEC is committed to 
ensuring you get the best 
value for your dollar, which 
means providing you with re¬ 
liable electricity at the lowest 
possible cost. 

We have little control over 
the price of fuels, transporta¬ 
tion, demand and an aging 

transmission grid. But, as 
consumers of electricity, we 
can make a conscientious 
effort to conserve energy. See 
pages 16c and 16d of JAMUP 
for more energy saving tips. 

Together, we have 

the power to make 

Inflation — 

$$$ 

The Value of Electricity 

$ $ $2 5% 

Gasoline — la la \a la la li lila la 1B li la lilali 
Elect ridty — TTTT0 7 % 

O./V0 

Bread — 

Milk — 
|Sp! gj B 0 0 (B B 2.9% 

Bananas - 4=444> i.i% 

0.0% 1.0% 
[till 

2.0% 3.0% 4.0% 5.0% 6.0% 

Bureau of Labor Statistics; NR EC A 
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Robert Nelson of Ullin, formerly 
Building and Grounds Mainte¬ 
nance Coordinator, was promoted 
to Forestry Apprentice. Nelson 
began employment with SIEC in 
2004. laaJisuieH S BIBJQ 

yLA,,,,,:,,,; *4 
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Tamms, for¬ 
merly Forestry Apprentice, has 
advanced to Forestry Journeyman. 
Woodson began employment with 
SIEC in 2000. 

of Dongola, formerly 
Oil Equipment Lineman, was pro¬ 
moted to Crew Foreman. Parr has 
been with the cooperative since 
1981. 

of Dongola, formerly 
Crew Foreman, moved to the po¬ 
sition of Oil Equipment Lineman. 
Acuff began employment with the 
cooperative in 1982. 

OtlffllIwpj of Jonesboro, for¬ 
merly Forestry Apprentice, has 
advanced to Forestry Journeyman. 
Bowen has been with the coopera¬ 
tive since 2003. 

Jonesboro, 
formerly Journeyman Lineman, 
was promoted to Crew Foreman. 
Abercrombie has been with SIEC 
since 1989. 



At/cid Breaker Box VaJUjers 
When working on your breaker box, keep these 

tips in mind: 

• If you’re not a licensed electrician, never try to 
repair a fuse or breaker box. If you see broken or 
frayed wires, if certain circuits trip frequently, or if 
you notice any other problems, call an electrician. 
• Never replace a blown fuse with a substitute, 
such as a penny, and always use the correct size 
fuse for replacement. A fuse that is not sized prop¬ 
erly can cause a fire hazard. 
• If a fuse or circuit breaker frequently blows, 
you may have too many appliances, or appliances 
that draw too much amperage, on that circuit. Try 
unplugging a few items. Then, if the circuit contin¬ 
ues to blow, call an electrician - you may have a 
potentially serious problem. 

• Always keep 
water away from the 
breaker panel. 
• NEVER work on 
the electrical sys¬ 
tem while a fuse or 
breaker is on. 
• If you have a 
power outage, check 
the breaker box first. 
If your panel uses 
circuit breakers, 
reset it (them) from 
off to on. If you have 
fuses, look for the broken metal strip in the top of 
the blown fuse. Then, replace the fuse with one of 
the correct amperage. 

Energy Coasermtiorv 
A^yicuecee... Out untk the old, wi unth the nrcvzr 

Your home is equipped with kitchen appliances 
and probably a washer and dryer. If they’re 

more than 10 years old, they’ll cost you more 
to operate than newer, 
energy efficient appli¬ 
ances. If your home is full 
of older appliances, and 
you can afford it, make 
a plan to replace each 
with newer models. Appli¬ 
ance manufacturers have 
made incredible technical 
advances since the early 
1990s. Depending on the 
appliance type, its efficien¬ 
cy may have increased by 
25-50 percent. 

For example, refrigera¬ 
tors (the biggest energy 
user of large appliances) 
are nearly 150 percent 
more efficient than in 1980. 
Therefore, upgrading to a 
newer unit will really pay off in energy savings. 

One of the newest features in clothes dryers 
includes moisture sensors that will shut off the 
dryer when the clothes are dry, and not continue 
to run simply because you set the timer. 

Dishwashers use most of their energy con¬ 
sumption to heat the water needed for washing. 
Today, some manufacturers are designing dish¬ 

washers to use four to 
six gallons per load as 
opposed to 10 years ago 
when more than 14 gallons 
were needed. 
There is an easy way to 
spot these new appliances 
when you are shopping. 
Look for the blue ENERGY 
STAR label. It assures you 
the appliance exceeds fed¬ 
eral efficiency standards. 
Not convinced to upgrade 

old appliances? Well, the 
more efficient an appliance 
is, the less you will pay to 
run it, and using less ener¬ 
gy is beneficial to the en¬ 
vironment by reducing air 
pollution. If you can save 

money and the environment at the same time, why 
wait? zuuw0>| 3 e|An 

Brought to you by SIEC and The Energy Solu¬ 
tions for Life. 

AC • UNION • 
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Are you serious about wanting a water heater with real long-term value? 
Call SIEC’s Member Services Department at (800) 762-1400 to request 
a detailed brochure. We have 50 and 85 gallon models in stock. 

Mabel’s Outlived Nine Presidents, 
Eight Dogs and 27 Cats. 

But She’ll Always Have Her Marathon. 

Buy the water heater you can hold on to much longer. With a Marathon 
water heater you’ll get more than your money’s worth. You’ll get peace 
of mind knowing it’s guaranteed to last as long as you own your home. 
It has a tough but lightweight polyethylene outer shell and it’s incred¬ 
ibly energy efficient. It will never rust, corrode or leak. It has a bowl¬ 
shaped tank bottom so you can drain your Marathon more completely. 
The upfront and handy drain valve is neatly recessed, so it won’t get 
knocked around by brooms, mops and vacuums. Did we mention ef¬ 
ficient? Oh yes, but we can’t say enough about energy efficiency. Mara¬ 
thon’s Envirofoam insulation completely surrounds the tank, so you get 
the most efficient water heater on earth without hurting the planet. 

Find out why Marathon has the water heater you need. 

Outage' System 
Updates 

In a previous issue of 
JAMUR we stressed the impor¬ 
tance of having your updated 
telephone number and address 
to use our new electrical out¬ 
age reporting system. We have 
decided against a mass mail¬ 
ing requesting this information, 
because we have learned that 
our new system will provide a 
method which allows us to up¬ 
date your information after you 
call. However, please be advised 
that the outage reporting system 
will be less time consuming and 
more efficient if we have your 
correct home telephone number 
and current address. 

To be sure we have your 
correct information on file please 
e-mail us at www.siec.coop, call 
(800) 762-1400 or mail in your 
updated address and telephone 
number with your next bill pay¬ 
ment. 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South 

RO. Box 100 
Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Web address: www.siec.coop  

Board of Directors 
Scott L. Ury (President) 

Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President) 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer) 
G. Robert Inman, Richard D. Moss, 

Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 
Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and 

Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: (800) 762-1400 
(618) 827-3555 

Want to receive a 
$10 credit on your 

electric bill? 
In this month’s issue of the 

JAMUR we have printed the 
names of three members of 
Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative who are eligible to re¬ 
ceive a $10 credit towards their 
utility bill. If you find your name 
printed in this center section, 
and it’s not part of the story, 
call us at the cooperative and 
tell us your account number 
and we will apply $10 toward 
your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us 
at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 

ojjhcd' CL 

Our office will 
losed Monda 

May 29, in 
observance o 
Memorial Da 
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Picturtd tke students meeting untfv Senator Luecktejeid. front 

row from Left are Ellen/ Spring of Q rand/ Tourer, Andrea/ fraruies of 

Metropolis, Hillary Hoffher of Dongolo/, Lucas Nannie/ of Qoremlle/ and 

Logan Beaniand of Anna/. Baric row from left are chaperone Chris 

Boyd, Sen. luechtefeUL, Mario Larry of Pulaski, Pricilumo fabian of 

Alto Pass, Michari Schmidt of KarnaJc and chaperone Jerri Schaefer. 

Students had an opportunity to 
view state government in action, tour 
the State Capitol, Illinois Supreme 
Court and the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum. The day was 
sponsored by the Illinois electric and 
telephone co-ops and is designed to 
introduce young rural leaders to state 
government. 

Senators David Luechtefeld and Gary 
Forby and Representatives Brandon 

Phelps and Mike Bost met with eight 
students representing Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative during the Illinois 
Electric and Telephone Cooperatives’ 
Youth Day on Wednesday, April 5, in 
Springfield. ilRius a Aina 
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Stay Safe, When/ LLyktKUUj Strikes 
Lightning causes more storm-related deaths annually 

in the United States than tornadoes or hurricanes, and 
causes about $5 billion in economic losses each year. 

During National Lightning Safety Awareness Week in 
June, Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative (SIEC) and Safe 
Electricity offer safety tips and precautions recommended 
by the National Weather Service to avoid injury and damage 
during thunderstorms and lightning activity. 

Under the “30-30 rule,” if you are outside when a 
storm approaches and you see lightning, count the time 
until you hear thunder. If you count 30 seconds or less, 
seek proper shelter. Wait at least 30 minutes after the last 
observed lightning or thunder before leaving shelter. 

Stay Inside 
“If thunderstorms and lightning are approaching, the 

safest location is indoors away from doors and windows,” 
says John Harris, SIEC System Engineer. 
• Use only cordless or cell phones to make emergency 
calls. 
• Turn off and unplug appliances well before a storm 
nears - never during. 
• Stay away from electrical outlets, appliances, comput¬ 
ers, power tools and TV sets. Take off headsets and stop 
playing video games, uajog i Aoy 
• Avoid water and contact with piping, including sinks, 
baths and faucets. Don’t wash dishes, shower or bathe 
during a thunderstorm. Also avoid washers and dryers 
since they not only connect with the plumbing and electri¬ 
cal systems, but also contain an electrical path from the 
outside through the dryer vent. 
• Do not lie on the concrete floor of a garage as it likely 
contains a wire mesh. 
• Basements typically are a safe place to go during thun¬ 
derstorms, but avoid concrete walls that may contain metal 
rebar. 

If You’re Caught Outdoors 
“If you’re in an open area outside, tingling skin or 

crackling sounds could signal that lightning is about to 
strike,” warns Harris. “Drop down into a crouching posi¬ 
tion and make yourself as small as possible - feet together 
and hands over your ears - with minimal contact with the 
ground.” 

• Move to a safer location such as a vehicle with a solid, 
metal roof. Close the windows and avoid contact with elec¬ 
trical conducting paths, such as the steering wheel, igni¬ 
tion, gear shifter or radio. 
• Avoid water, high ground and open spaces. Do not 
seek shelter under tall, solitary trees; canopies; small picnic 
or rain shelters; or in any open-frame vehicles such as 
jeeps, convertibles, golf carts, tractors or mowers. 
• Do not stand near power, light, flag poles, machin¬ 
ery, fences, gates, metal bleachers or even other people. 
Spread out at least 20 feet apart from each other. Move to 
low ground and seek cover in clumps of bushes, or trees of 
uniform height, such as a forest. 

Additional lightning facts and safety tips can be found 
at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Web site at www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov. Also visit www. 
SafeElectricity.org for more electrical safety information. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Scott L. Dry (President), Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President), Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer), G. Robert Inman, 
Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schaefer 
For Outages Call: 

(800) 762-1400 • (618) 827-3555 

% ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 6! 



20OG Nomimtuta Commvtttey 
to Meet Jams 13, 200G 

Members to serve on the 2005-2006 nominating com¬ 

mittee were appointed by Scott Ury, President of the 

Board of Directors, at the 2005 annual meeting of the mem¬ 

bers held August 4, 2005. The committee will meet at the 

cooperative headquarters, 7420 U.S. Highway 51 South, 

Dongola, Illinois, at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 13, 2006, 

to consider nominees for election to the board of directors 

at the 2006 annual meeting of members, m/vvjaijs 
The following committee members were appointed to 

the 2005-2006 nominating committee to represent their 

respective counties: 

Alexander County delegate, Richard Walker, 1 East Cape 

Terrace, McClure, IL 62957; and alternate, Donald E. Mas- 

terson, Route 1 Box 72, Olive Branch, IL 62969. 

Johnson County delegate, Betty Casey, 6855 State Route 

146W, Buncombe, IL 62912; and alternate, Patty Allbritten, 

6130 Indian Point Road, Belknap, IL 62908. 

Pulaski County delegate, Robert Heisner, Route 1 Box 10, 

Grand Chain, IL 62941; and alternate, George Holhubner, 

PO. Box 321, Olmsted, IL 62970. 

Union County delegate, Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr., 1485 Gurley 

Loop, Buncombe, IL 62912; and alternate, Glenn Heisner, 

3605 Nash Road, Anna, IL 62906. 

The by-laws of the cooperative provide the nomina¬ 

tions to the board of directors may be made by: (1) nomi¬ 

nating committee, (2) petition received not less than 25 

days prior to the actual meeting, signed by 15 or more ac¬ 

tive members, or (3) an active member from the floor at the 

annual meeting. The three-year terms of the directors are 

expired alternately so that each year elections are held for a 

portion of the board. At the 2006 annual meeting, elections 

will be held for a director from each of these three counties: 

Massac, Pulaski and Union. 

Massac County delegate, Orlis Harris, 7785 Waldo Church 

Road, Brookport, IL 62910; and alternate, Josh Reagor, 

398 Halstenberg Road, Karnak, IL 62956. 

Mabel’s Outlived Nine Presidents, 
Eight Dogs and 27 Cats. 

But She’ll Always Have Her Marathon. 

Buy the water heater you can hold on to much longer. With a Marathon 
water heater you’ll get more than your money’s worth. You’ll get peace 
of mind knowing it’s guaranteed to last as long as you own your home. 
It has a tough but lightweight polyethylene outer shell and it’s incred¬ 
ibly energy efficient. It will never rust, corrode or leak. It has a bowl¬ 
shaped tank bottom so you can drain your Marathon more completely. 
The upfront and handy drain valve is neatly recessed, so it won’t get 
knocked around by brooms, mops and vacuums. Did we mention ef¬ 
ficient? Oh yes, but we can’t say enough about energy efficiency. Mara¬ 
thon’s Envirofoam insulation completely surrounds the tank, so you get 
the most efficient water heater on earth without hurting the planet. 

Are you serious about wanting a water heater with real long-term value? 
Call SIEC’s Member Services Department at (800) 762-1400 to request 
a detailed brochure. We have 50 and 85 gallon models in stock. 

Find out why Marathon has the water heater you need. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2006 
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Call today! 1-800-807-1837 
‘Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Certain restrictions and early termination fees may apply. Rates stated are for Illinois residents. Please call for details. In partnership with TransWorld Network. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • R0. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Membership'prbz& 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center 
section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply $10 
toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 

► Only 4.5<t* per minute for all in-state 

calls! 

► Standard rate is 4.9^* per minute for all 

state-to-state calls. 

► Calling Card rate of 9.5^ per minute! 

► Great low international rates around the 

world! 

► No monthly service charge, no 

minimum and no cost to join! 

► You don’t have to be a Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative customer to join! 

Savings so big, they’re outta 
this ballpark! 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

® Your Touchstone Energy®Partner 

ember 
Father’s Day 

June 18! 



Please join us 

August 8, 2006 at 

Shawnee Community 

College, Ullin, IL 

Enjoy: 

Early Bird Prizes 
• 

Miss SIEC 2006 
Pageant 

e 

Door Prizes 

Registration Gifts 

Entertainment 
• 

Election of Three 
Directors 

Smtkern tilUi&k El&dric Catmeratiw’s 

Annual Meeting of Members 
August 8, 2006 

Registration: 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Business Meeting: 7:00 p.m. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER ASSA POPE 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • July 2006 ^ Vo
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ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

How Do You Pay Your Eiedrk Bill? 
We know our members want convenience when report¬ 

ing meter readings and making payments, so SIEC 
offers several different ways to pay an electric bill: 

1. Cash at the counter! Several of our members still 
come in and make their payments at the front counter. 
We also accept checks, money orders and credit cards. 
This is a great way for our employees to meet and visit 
with our members. 

2. Mail it! The most 
popular way we 
receive payments 
is by mail. 

3. Pay it on our Web 
site! www.siec.coop 
is becoming a rapidly 
convenient way for 
our members to report 
meter readings with¬ 
out ever leaving their 
homes. Our Web site 
calculates the payment 
for our members, mak¬ 
ing it quick and simple. 
Our Web site is secure for 
credit cards and electronic 
funds transfers. 

4. Pay by telephone! Our members are always welcome 
to call the co-op at 800-331-0915 to make their 
payments with a credit card and/or check over the 
telephone, SMIOJ M8IIUBIAI 

5. Budget plan! Some members like to pay the same 
amount each month. 

6. Bank drafting! Members never have to lift a finger. 
We automatically draft a fixed amount from members’ 

checking accounts 
each month. 

Call our billing de¬ 
partment at 800-762- 
1400 for more details 
on payment methods. 

SIEC Sumorts Local HH ProqraMt 
Director of Member Services Chris Boyd (right) sits 

with Kevin Rhodes, Program Coordinator for the 
Union County 4-H Program, to discuss ways SIEC can 
assist the local organization. SIEC recently donated Dis¬ 
covery Channel School Get Charged! Kits for an upcom¬ 
ing electricity workshop hosted by the Union County 4-H 
Program, ueiumog Ajuan ugor 

Boyd is a member of the Illinois Electric Council’s (IEC) 
4-H Committee, which plays an important role in helping to 
create and offer safety and educational activities to provide 
our youth electricity knowledge. Rhodes is instrumental in 
continuing the 4-H vision, which is to be a leader in maxi¬ 
mizing community and university resources to help youth, 
adults and families reach their fullest potentials. 

For additional 4-H information or to inquire about a 
possible electricity workshop, contact Kevin Rhodes at 
618-833-6363 or e-mail him at kevinr@uiuc.edu. For 
more information on the IEC, go to www.iecouncil.org. 



Mm Southern. lUums Ehddc tironemtw? 
BEAUTY PAGEANT RULES AND ENTRY FORM 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative is seeking entrants for the beauty pageant held in conjunction with the an¬ 
nual meeting of members, August 8, 2006, at Shawnee College, Ullin, IL. 
1. Entrant MUST LIVE (Full Time) IN A HOME SERVED BY SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. 
2. Entrant MUST BE 16-22 YEARS OF AGE, NEVER MARRIED AND HAS NOT GIVEN BIRTH. 
3. Previous first place winners are not eligible, sney aai pJBiioiu 
4. Candidates will appear in gowns and one-piece swimsuits (no extreme cuts). 

CONTESTANTS WILL BE JUDGED AS FOLLOWS: 
INTERVIEW-40% SWIMSUIT-30% EVENING GOWN-30% 

General Knowledge -10% Beauty-10% Beauty-10% 
Acheivement-10% Poise-10% Charm-10% 
Vocabulary-10% 
Voice-10% 

Posture-10% Grace-10% 

• SECOND RUNNER-UP WILL RECEIVE: 
$75 cash, trophy and a gift. 

• CONSOLATION PRIZE: $50 cash to each 
non-winner. 

• MISS CONGENIALITY: Trophy to winner 
chosen by contestants. 

• MISS SIEC 2006 WILL RECEIVE: $150 
cash, crown, trophy, sash and an all expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C., in June 2007. 

• FIRST RUNNER-UP WILL RECEIVE: 
$100 cash, trophy and a gift. (In the event 
Miss SIEC cannot go to Washington, the First 
Runner-Up is given the opportunity.) 

I" 1 ““T 

BEAUTY PAGEANT ENTRY 
RESIDENCY AFFIDAVIT 

I agree to abide by the contest rules as set forth and herewith give my permission for the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any contest publicity. 

I further certify that I am a resident in a home served by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. (Failure to com¬ 
ply with these rules will void the decision of the judges.) 

DEADLINE: JULY 15, 2006 
Print Name  

Birthdate Age 
    I 

Streef/Route  

City  State Zip  

Parents  

Account Number  

Phone Cellular  

E-mail  

Signature  

  _ _                     J 
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WATER HEATERS 
You asked and we listened. After several requests. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative proudly offers 
the Marathon water heater. 

Why Marathon? 
Because we believe, if you want your water heater to give you 
years of service, you must get one that will stand the test of time. 

Marathon offers a life-time no-leak warranty, guaranteed to last 
you as long as you own your home. This will save you the future 
expense of buying a replacement heater and having it installed. 

Because it has a plastic tank, the Marathon will not rust 
Mr or corrode. 

I If you have any questions, please call our office 
“ at 1-800-762-1400 or visit our Web site for 

detailed information, www.siec.coop. 

■B 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Scott L. Ury (President), Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President), 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer), G. Robert Inman, 
Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 

Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 

800-762-1400 • 618-827-3555 

Office Cltmtj 
Our ojffice 

wilLb? clewed 
Tuesday, Judy 4 

Ui observance oj- 

Ipuieyendence Day 

Meruvbtrsdviff ffrlze 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this cen¬ 
ter section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • R0. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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outhern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s 

COUNTRY LIVING 

Published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

August 2006 

Notice is hereby given that the 2006 annual meeting of 

the members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

will be held at Shawnee Community College, Ullin, Illinois, 

at 7 p.m., TUESDAY, Aug. 8, 2006, to take action upon the 

following matters. 

1. The report of the officers, directors, manager, and 

committees. 

2. The election of three directors of the cooperative. 

3. The matters and business set out in the remainder of 

this notice and any other matter of business that may 
be properly brought before the meeting or any adjourn¬ 

ment or adjournments thereof. 

In connection with the election of directors scheduled 

for this meeting, the following members have been nomi¬ 

nated by the committee of nominations, appointed by the 

president of the cooperative pursuant to the bylaws: 

County of Massac     Dale Faughn 

(three year term) 

County of Pulaski G. Robert Inman 

(three year term) 

County of Union Barbara Pitts 

(three year term) 

Additional nominations for directors of the cooperative 

may be made from the floor at the meeting. 

Given at Dongola, Illinois, this 25th day of July, 2006. 

Dale Faughn, Secretary 

 Official Registration  
Cut out and bring to the meeting for registration and drawing of prizes. 

This is the Official 
Meeting Notice. 

No booklet will be 
mailed. Refer to pages 

16a through 16d of 
magazine for additional 

information. 



2006 President MUL Qemral Mamaer’s Report 

Larry Lovell Scott Ury 
General Manager President 

The 67th annual meeting of members 
of Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative will be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 8, 2006 at Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin, Illinois. 

Pre-meeting activities and regis¬ 
tration will begin at 5 p.m. The Ernie 
Couch and Revival gospel group from 
Nashville, Tennessee will provide enter¬ 
tainment from 5:45 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
The beauty pageant swimsuit competi¬ 
tion will begin at 6:30 p.m. Early bird 
prizes will be given away at the conclu¬ 
sion of the swimsuit competition. The 
business meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
The night will conclude with more prize 
giveaways and the crowning of the 
2006 Miss Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

People Behind the Promise 

In our increasingly detached and 
fast-paced society, customers have be¬ 
come numbers, not people with faces 
and names. Your co-op is one place 
where you’ll always be recognized as 
the important person you are....our 
member. 

Cooperative membership and 
ownership ensure a number of things. 
For one thing, your opinion matters 
- you have a voice. You can attend 
your annual meeting and vote on issues 
important to your co-op. And, your 
electric cooperative pledges to serve 
you to the best of its ability every day, 
24/7, through Touchstone Energy’s four 
core values — integrity, accountability, 
innovation, and commitment to com¬ 
munity. That promise can’t be made 
without someone to carry it out every 
day our employees. For them it’s 
nothing new, just business as usual. 

Investor-owned utilities (lOUs) 
operate under a different philosophy. 
IOU customers are not owners of their 
utility, and they certainly don’t have 
voting rights. Decisions made for their 
company are usually made elsewhere 
and for the good of the stockholders, 
not necessarily the customers. Many 
IOU service centers have closed, leav¬ 
ing customers without someone local 
they trust to solve their problems and 
address their concerns. 

Co-op employees at more than 
620 member cooperatives deliver 
Touchstone Energy’s promise of su¬ 
perior service each day across the 
country. The promise is what has given 
them the desire to do the right thing 
for their members. It’s the motivation 
that moves cooperative employees to 
go the extra mile for their members. It 
drives them to help friends and neigh¬ 
bors by restoring power in the face of 

tragedy or danger, even when those 
neighbors are located states away. And 
that promise keeps them on the right 
path... .the one that reminds them that 
they serve people, not numbers. 

While you’re at your annual meet¬ 
ing, take a look around the room. The 
people behind the promise will be 
there looking back at you with familiar 
faces. Among them will be the forestry 
personnel who just trimmed your trees 
so you’ll have fewer blinks or outages 
in the future. They’re the member 
services representatives who provide 
education tools and safety awareness 
programs for your children. They’re the 
office personnel who greet you with a 
sincere smile when you visit the co-op, 
and they’re the linemen who missed 
Thanksgiving with their families in order 
to restore your power and your neigh¬ 
bor’s power following a severe storm. 

The people behind the promise are 
also community leaders because, like 
you, they’re proud of where they live 
and work. They’re Boy Scout or Girl 
Scout leaders, fundraising bake sale 
coordinators, the folks who organize 
after school activities, or the person 
who rings a bell for the Salvation Army. 
Anything they do will benefit not just 
them, but the whole community. 

The people behind the promise 
proudly represent their electric coop¬ 
erative in everything they do, and they 
are the face of your electric coopera¬ 
tive. Nothing can replace the power of 
human connections. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Now Sells 

ARATHON 
ITER I E A T E R S 

Turn it on. Leave it on. For Good. 
Lifetime warranty 
Guaranteed not to leak 
Highest energy efficiency rating 
Easy to install 

Niarathnn 
M 9 IMff 9%*9 9 

WATER HEATERS 

Here for Good. SM 
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2006 AKKUAI M&etUuj Treasurer’s Report 

Dale Faughn 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Located elsewhere 
in this booklet are 

the financial reports 
depicting the financial 
operations of the Co¬ 
operative for the Year 
2005. Financially, your 
Cooperative had a very 

successful year as we delivered to 
you efficient, reliable and, as economi¬ 
cally as possible, low cost electricity. 
Our total operating revenue for the 
year was just under $19.5 million, 
with the majority (79.13 percent) of it 
coming from our farm and residential 
members. The second largest group 
of members providing us revenue 
was our small commercial members, 
providing just over 11.6 percent of our 
total revenue for the year. Overall, our 
members, as a whole, averaged about 
9.4 cents per kWh purchased. Some 
of the different rate codes averaged 
higher or lower, but overall, the aver¬ 
age cost to our members was right 
at 9.4 cents per kWh. Our revenues 
grew slightly in 2005 due in part to a 
5.5 percent increase in kWh sales, but 
also due to a small rate increase put 
into effect with your September usage, 
payable in October. When an increase 
in electric rates is required, we try to 
implement it during this particular time 
of the year, as kWh consumption is 
lower than during the hot summer or 
cold winter months. Our total costs 
of operation were up slightly as we 
purchased about 4.5 percent more 
electricity this year than last. 

The cost of purchased power 
still remains our largest expense, 
comprising about 59 percent of our 
total revenue, or 59 cents of every 
dollar we receive. Operations and 
maintenance of our system requires 
about 12.3 cents of each dollar 
(down somewhat due to several 
of our employees assisting in 
hurricane relief and the Co¬ 
operative being 100 percent 
reimbursed), with our member 

$1 million last year from NRUCFC and 
project we will be borrowing $2 million 
in 2006. At the time of this writing, no 
rate increase is planned for the fall of 
2006, but one may very well be need¬ 
ed yet in 2006 or 2007. If we continue 
to borrow needed working funds, 
the higher interest expense must be 
reflected in the electric rates, which is 
our only source of cash to meet our 
needs. Those of us as directors of the 
Cooperative also are paying the same 
for our electricity as other members 
so we, too, are vigilant about costs 
and expenses and make every effort 
to ensure all expenses are needed and 
necessary. 

I hope you enjoy the Annual 
Meeting! Please feel free to contact 
any director, employee or the office 
should you have any questions about 
your Cooperative. 

billing, administration and general ex¬ 
penses representing about 11.3 cents. 
Depreciation of our system was about 
7.6 cents of each dollar received and 
interest expense on long-term debt 
accounted for about 4.4 cents of each 
dollar. Our net operating margins for 
the year were equal to about 4.3 cents 
of every dollar received. Additionally, 
we received some interest income 
from our cash balances and we re¬ 
ceived about $76,500 in “allocations” 
of capital credits from cooperatives 
that we belong to, such as Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative, our banker 
in Flerndon, VA (NRUCFC), and from 
some vendors of equipment and sup¬ 
plies. Our financial statements show 
total margins of $983,195, but only 
$838,923 represents actual cash re¬ 
sulting from our electrical rates. 

Our total plant continues to be 
upgraded and added to as needed. 
Our membership continues to grow 
a little each year and with it comes 
expansion of the electrical system. 
The net cost of our plant increased by 
over $1.3 million and our total assets 
by over $1.6 million. Cash continues 
to be a concern and the rate increase 
last fall will not provide all we need for 
continued expansion. We borrowed 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Scott L. Ury (President), Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President), 

Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer), G. Robert Inman, 

Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 

Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

For Outages Call: 
(800) 762-1400 • (618) 827-3555 



Ernie Couch & Revival is gospel mu¬ 
sic at its best! The group’s blend 

of traditional overtones with new and 
innovative sounds has lead listeners to 
refer to the group’s style as a mixture 
of the classic Statesmen and Oak 
Ridge Boys, with an added dose of 
raw energy. The group’s unique musi¬ 
cal blend of the past and the present 
has a way of appealing to listeners of 
all ages. 

EC&R travels thousands of miles 
each year across the United States 
and Canada, appearing at concert 
halls, churches, fairs and festivals, 
presenting their music and gaining 

new fans and friends. These guys 
are just folks that realize they may 
not be all that special, but the One 
they sing about is very special. EC&R 
presents a very high energy, entertain¬ 
ing program featuring good material, 
good stage presence, and good in¬ 
teraction with the audience. EC&R is 
all-live! Even on their recordings the 
group creates all of its own vocals 
and instrumentation, so there will be 
consistency in what is heard on radio, 
recordings, and in concerts. It is al¬ 
ways the goal of the group to present 
a classy program that is worthy of the 
subject matter they sing about. 

$300 cash 
$100 cash 
‘DMPtFflgB 

$50 rash 

As in the past, all three prizes will be given 
away as the last three prizes of the evening. 

All registration cards will be returned to the 
“cage” for this drawing. 

These cash prizes are courtesy of SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Don’t forget the EARLY BIRD prizes. Come 
early and register for this drawing. Members 
must be present for ALL prizes. 

State of Illinois ) 
) 

County of Union ) 

Proof Of Mailing 

I, Dale Faughn, being duly sworn, on oath, state that I am duly elected, qualified and am acting secretary of the 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, (hereinafter called the cooperative) that on the 25th day of July, 2006, every 
member of the cooperative was mailed with postage thereon prepaid, a copy of the Illinois Country Living JAMUP 
that contained a notice of the regular meeting of the members of the cooperative to be held on August 8, 2006, that 
the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the JAMUP containing said notice. 

Dale Faughn, Secretary 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 25TH DAY OF JULY, 2006. 

SEAL 

Cathleen Belcher, Notary Public 
256 Twin Springs Loop 
Anna, IL 62906 



Amml Medina Proaram 

Meeting Begins 

August 8,2006 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Cut out registration card on the outside cover of magazine to 
register for door prizes. Each member registering will receive one $10 credit to apply 
on their electric bill. In addition, drawings will be held before and after the meeting for 
attendance prizes. Registration will be inside the River Room. 

Ernie Couch & Revival will be performing from 5:45 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Appearance of beauty contestants in swimsuit competition will be at 6:30 p.m. 

Early bird prizes will be given out at the conclusion of the swimsuit competition. 

7:00 p.m. 

Call to Order Scott Ury, President 
Invocation 
National Anthem 
Welcome Larry Lovell, Manager 

Business Meeting 
Reading of the 2005 Minutes 
Official Meeting Notice Dale Faughn, Secretary 
President’s and Manager’s Report 
Nominating Committee Report Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr, Secretary 
Balloting for Directors Ron Osman, Attorney 
Unfinished Business 
New Business 
Adjournment of Business Meeting 
Introduction of Visitors 
Completion of 2006 Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Pageant 
More Prize Giveaways 
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Nommtim CotmuMw Mimtu 
he nominating committee ap¬ 
pointed by the president with the 

approval of the membership, met 
at the headquarters building at 6:30 
pm, June 13, 2006, to nominate 
three directors for three-year terms. 

The following delegates were 
present: Richard R. Walker, Betty 
Casey, Orlis Harris, Robert Heisner 
and Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr. The follow¬ 
ing voting alternates were present: 
Donald E. Masterson, Patty Allbritten, 
Josh Reagor, George Holhubner and 
Glenn Russell Heisner. 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman and 
Administrative Assistant Cathleen 
Belcher were also present at the 
meeting. Attorney Osman explained 
the duties of the nominating com¬ 
mittee and the portion of the by-laws 
pertinent to the nomination of direc¬ 
tors. He also explained the following 
methods by which directors may be 
nominated: 

1. by a nominating committee, 
2. by a petition of fifteen members 

in writing, or 
3. by nominations from the floor at 

the members’ annual meeting. 

Attorney Osman acted as tem¬ 
porary chairperson until the election 
of a permanent chairperson. 

Betty Casey nominated Richard 

R. Walker to act as chairperson. A 
motion was made by Ira Dugan Tripp, 
Jr, and seconded by Robert Heisner, 
to close nominations and elect Rich¬ 
ard R. Walker by acclamation. Motion 
carried. 

Chairperson Walker appointed Ira 
Dugan Tripp, Jr. to act as secretary. 

A motion was made by Orlis 
Harris to nominate Dale Faughn as 
director for Massac County. A mo¬ 
tion was made by Robert Heisner 
and seconded by Orlis Harris to close 
nominations and nominate by ac¬ 
clamation Dale Faughn as director for 
Massac County. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Robert 
Heisner to nominate G. Robert Inman 
as director for Pulaski County. Amo¬ 
tion was made by Orlis Harris and 
seconded by Betty Casey, to close 
nominations and nominate by ac¬ 
clamation G. Robert Inman as director 
for Pulaski County. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Ira Dugan 
Tripp, Jr. to nominate Barbara Pitts as 
director for Union County. A motion 
was made by Robert Heisner and 
seconded by Betty Casey, to close 
nominations and nominate by ac¬ 
clamation Barbara Pitts as director for 
Union County. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Betty 
Casey and seconded by Ira Dugan 
Tripp, Jr. to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Seated, from. Left cure*: Betty Casey, Johnson County Delegate^; Patty Allbritten, Johnson County Alter- 

note; and Rickard, R. Walker, Nominating Camnuttee-Chairman and Alexander County Delegate-. 

Standing from left are-: Donald B. Masterson, Alexander County Alternate-; Qlenn Russell Heisner, 

Union County Alternate-; Qeorge Holhubner, Pulaski County Alternate-; Robert Heisner, Pulaskl 

County Delegate-; Orlis Harris, Massac-County Delegate-;Josh-Reagor, Massac- County Alternate-; and 

Ira Dugan- Tripp-, Jr., Nominating Committee-Secretary and Union County Delegate-. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

Profiles of Board 
Camduiates 
Dale Faughn 
Massac County Dale Faughn of Brookport was 

selected by the nominating 
committee for election to the 
board of directors to represent 
Massac County. He was first 
elected in August 1999 to fill the 
unexpired one-year term of Da¬ 

vid L. Martin. Dale was born and raised on a farm 
in Massac County near Brookport and is a third 
generation SIEC member. 

He and his wife Penny have a son, Matt. 
Dale owns and operates farmland in both Massac 
and southern Pope Counties, raising grains and 
cattle. Dale has an Electrical Engineering degree 
from Georgia Tech in Atlanta, Georgia and has 
been the electronics instructor at Shawnee Com¬ 
munity College for the last 12 years. 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County G. Robert Inman of Grand 

Chain was nominated for 
election to the board of directors 
by the nominating committee 
to represent Pulaski County. He 
was appointed to the board in 
December 1995 and elected to 

fill an unexpired term in August 1996. 

He and his wife Cheryl have three daughters 
and three grandchildren. Robert and his brother 
are the owner/operators of a cattle and grain 
farm. Currently, Robert serves as Chairman of the 
Board of the Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives. 

Barbara Pitts 
Union County Barbara Pitts of Buncombe 

was the selection of the 
nominating committee for elec¬ 
tion to the board of directors to 
represent Union County. She was 
first elected to the board in July 
1997. 

Barbara and husband Fred are life-long 
residents of Union County. The Pitts have four 
children, five grandchildren and one step-grand¬ 
child, all living in the immediate area. 

She is a graduate of Anna-Jonesboro Com¬ 
munity High School and Southern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity with a major in political science. Barbara 
retired from the Social Security Administration 
after 27 years. She and her husband raise cattle, 
hay and pasture crops. 
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Minutes oftk& 66th Annual Meeting 

IW1 Tnrfep i 
HUiLM l 

The 66th annual meeting of the members of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative was held at the Shawnee Community College, Ullin, Il¬ 

linois, on August 4,2005, pursuant to Section 1, Article II of the bylaws 
and notice of the Secretary dated the 25th day of July, 2005. 

Board President Scott Dry called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. with 
a quorum present. 

SIEC Director Robert Inman offered the invocation. The National 
Anthem was sung by the Little Egypt Barbershop Chorus. 

Chris Bennett, Director of Administration and Finance, conducted the 
drawing for the early bird prizes. 

Cooperative Manager Larry Lovell extended a welcome to all mem¬ 
bers who had come to participate in the annual meeting proceedings. Mr. 
Lovell introduced the Board of Directors, Scott Dry, Board President, Union 
County; Dale Faughn, Secretary-Treasurer, Massac County; Dale Taake, 
Pulaski County; Raymond Snell, Alexander County; Larry Fisher, Mas¬ 
sac County; Richard Moss, Alexander County; G. Robert Inman, Pulaski 
County; and Barbara Pitts, Union County. Absent from the meeting was 
Carole Kelley, Vice-President, Johnson County. Also introduce was the 
Cooperative’s Attorney, Ron Osman of Marion and Dongola. 

Dale Faughn, Secretary-Treasurer, read the proof of mailing notice 
and official meeting notice. Faughn introduced a motion to accept and ap¬ 
prove the minutes as mailed in the Official Meeting Notice or as distributed 
at registration and to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion 
was seconded by Joy Higgins. Motion carried. 

President Ury gave the President’s report. He then introduced Larry 
Lovell, General Manager and Executive Vice-President of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative to give the General Manager’s report. 

Mr. Lovell gave the General Manager’s report. 
President Ury introduced Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr., Nominating Committee 

Secretary, to read the nominating committee report. President Ury asked 
for a motion to approve the nominating committee report. The motion was 
made by Merle Dailey and seconded by Patrick Harner. Motion carried. 

President Ury then announced the Nominating Committee chosen 
for 2005-2006. They are: 

Alexander County 
Delegate - Richard Walker, McClure 
Alternate - Donald E. Masterson, Olive Branch 

Johnson County 
Delegate - Betty Casey, Buncombe 
Alternate - Patty Allbritten, Belknap 

Massac County 
Delegate - Orlis Harris, Brookport 
Alternate - Josh Reagor, Karnak 

Pulaski County 
Delegate - Robert Heisner, Grand Chain 
Alternate - George Holhubner, Olmsted 

Union County 
Delegate - Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr., Buncombe 
Alternate - Glenn Heisner, Anna 

President Ury introduced Attorney Ron Osman and turned the 
meeting over to him to conduct the election of directors. Attorney Osman 
explained the bylaws as they pertain to the election of directors and stated 
the nominating committee appointed at the last annual meeting is provided 
for in these bylaws. He further mentioned the qualifications of directors 
and the procedure for election of the same. 

Attorney Osman explained the three ways of nominating directors, 
namely, (1) nominations by nominating committee; (2) nominations by 
petition; and (3) nominations from the floor. 

Attorney Osman reported that at the meeting on June 7,2005, the 
nominating committee nominated the following for three year terms: 

Alexander County - Raymond Snell 
Johnson County - Carole Kelley 
Massac County - C. Larry Fisher 
Attorney Osman then proceeded with the election of directors. 

Attorney Osman said that Raymond Snell has been nominated by 
the Nominating Committee for election to a three year term in Alexander 
County. No nominations by petition have been filed. There were no nomi¬ 
nations from the floor. The motion was made by Donald Masterson and 
seconded by William Littrell to close nominations and have the secretary 
cast a unanimous ballot by acclamation. Motion carried. 

Attorney Osman said that Carole Kelley has been nominated by the 
Nominating Committee for election to a three year term in Johnson Coun¬ 
ty. No nominations by petition have been filed. There were no nominations 
from the floor. A motion by Guy Inman and seconded by William Littrell 
was made to close nominations and have the secretary cast a unanimous 
ballot by acclamation. Motion carried. 

Attorney Osman said that C. Larry Fisher has been nominated by the 
Nominating Committee for election to a three year term in Massac County. 
No nominations by petition have been filed. There were no nominations 
from the floor. A motion was made by Larry Douglas and seconded by 
Raymond Heinrichs to close nominations and have the secretary cast a 
unanimous ballot by acclamation. Motion carried. 

President Ury then asked if there was any unfinished business. 
There was none. 

President Ury then asked if there was any new business. There was 
none. 

President Ury then asked for a motion to adjourn the business 
portion of the meeting. The motion was made by Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr. and 
seconded by Orlis Harris. Motion carried. 

President Ury then asked Mr. Lovell to return to the podium to recog¬ 
nize visitors for the evening. 

President Ury and Mr. Lovell presented a service award for 25 years 
of service with the cooperative to Attorney Ron Osman. 

President Ury and Mr. Lovell presented a service award for 25 years 
of employment and a retirement recognition plaque to cooperative em¬ 
ployee Don Martin. 

President Ury and Mr. Lovell presented special recognition plaques 
to SIEC’s Youth to Washington Winners, Kandi Pennington and Erin Rags¬ 
dale. Ms. Ragsdale was in attendance to receive her recognition award. 

Mr. Lovell introduced John Freitag, Vice-President of Operations at 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, Springfield, Illinois, and 
emcee for the beauty pageant. 

Mr. Freitag explained the rules and prizes of the beauty contest and 
introduced the judges for the competition: Dorothy Chamness of Marion, 
Illinois, coordinator of Miss Southern Illinois Scholarship Program; Ralph 
Graham, Marion, Illinois, of Graham & Associates Financial Group, LLC in 
Marion; Dr. Arthur Aikman, retired professor at Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, Illinois; and Terri Harfst of Carterville, Illinois, Academic 
Scholarship Coordinator at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. 

Mr. Freitag stated that the swimsuit portion of the competition was 
conducted prior to the beginning of tonight’s annual meeting. He intro¬ 
duced the contestants for the evening gown competition. The contestants 
left the stage while the judges tallied the results of the beauty pageant. 

At that time a special prize give-a-way drawing was held for children 
12 and under and several door prizes were awarded to members who 
were present. 

Mr. Freitag introduced Kasey Nicole Evans, Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 2004, and invited her to talk about her year represent¬ 
ing the cooperative. 

The retiring queen crowned Sarah Rose Panici of Dongola, Miss 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 2005. First runner up was Leslie 
Diann Hanle of Karnak. Second runner up was Samantha Marie Nance of 
Cobden. Miss Congeniality was Stacie Hines from Belknap. 

Other contestants were: Claire Elise Benson, Brookport; Malone 
Edwards, Anna; Jennifer Lang, Grand Chain; and Shoshannah Kay Richer- 
son, Vienna. 

The directors adjourned to reorganize. 
More door prizes were awarded following the beauty pageant. 
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Balance Sheet Analysis for the YTD as of December 31 
ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 2005 2004 

Total Utility Plant $48,396,695.00 $46,439,895.00 

Accum. Provision for Depreciation f12.535.653.00t m.905.763.001 

Net Utility Plant $35,861,042.00 $34,534,132.00 

Total Other Property & Investments 8,096,021.00 7,944,898.00 

Total Current & Accrued Assets 1.933.865.00 1.844.249.00 

Total Assets & Other Debits $45,890,928.00 $44,323,279.00 

LIABILITIES AND OTHER CREDITS 2005 2004 

Memberships $127,965.00 $126,155.00 

Patronage Capital 22,105,922.00 21,127,162.00 

Other Margins & Equities 28.349.00 26.118.00 

Total Margins & Equities $22,262,236.00 $21,279,435.00 

Total Long-Term Debt 16,471,360.00 16,267,636.00 

Total Other Noncurrent Liabilities 3,006,900.00 2,743,886.00 

Total Current & Accrued Liabilities 4,125,780.00 4,004,773.00 

Deferred Credits 24.652.00 27.549.00 

Total Liabilities & Other Credits $45,890,928.00 $44,323,279.00 

Statement of Operations as of December 31 
2005 2004 

Operating Revenue $19,489,685.00 $17,401,955.00 

Cost of Purchased Power 11,515,643.00 10,105,600.00 

Operations & Maintenance Expense 4.596.561.00 4.805.846.00 

Total Operations & Maint Expense 16,112,204.00 14,911,446.00 

Depreciation & Amort. Expense 1,477,617.00 1,410,699.00 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 849,804.00 777,955.00 

Other Cost of Electric Service 211.137.00 203.429.00 

Total Cost of Electric Service $18,650,762.00 $17,303,529.00 

Operating Margins $838,923.00 $98,426.00 

Non-Operating Margins 144.272.00 157.741.00 

Net Patronage Capital or Margin $983,195.00 $256,167.00 

OPERATING STATISTICS 2005 2004 

Total KWH Purchased 218,132,267 208,786,414 

Total KWH Sold 204,253,414 193,303,544 

Total KWH Used by Cooperative 315,779 285,152 

New Services Added 278 263 

Services Retired 167 147 

Net Changes in Total Services 111 116 

Total Services in Place 13,620 13,509 

Connected Meters 11,645 11,484 

Idle Services 2,095 2,025 

Security Lights in Place 5,171 5,173 

Miles of Line 2,114 2,108 



Four area, ummerv uwe, winners in tke, 53rd Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Pageant, 

urhidv urns held during the annual sneetiruj of members Tuesday, August 8 at Sknumee Community 

College. From ike left stood the retiring ajueen, Sarah Fardel of ’Oonyoln, Board President Scott Ury of 

Anna, and the winners were: First Runner-Up', Rebeccn Douglas of Metropolis, 2006 Miss Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative, Laura, VUlow of Jonesboro, 2nd Runner-Up, Stacie Hines of Belknap and 
Miss Conaenudity, Skoskannah Rjxhersonof Vienna. A9|)|0n|/\| 'f Ad|JjlJ$ 

T ininn .1 amir ^ 

Twelve hrls competed this year for the title of Miss SIEC. From left are Keshujvnrez ofCobden, Chelsea Merry man oj Ullin, Laura 

Villow of Jonesboro, Kristy SimpJanc of Pulaski, JamieJordon of VorcoU, Clare Benson of Brookport, Skoskannah Ricker son of Vienna, 

KmJber. Smith of Arnos, Amber Lanck of Olmsted, Rebecca, Douplas of Metropolis, Torah Myers of Metropolis and Stacie Hines of Be Jin up 

2006 SIEC 
Annual Meetina 
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Durtiuj tke- wie&tiKg tkvte- 

mwibers urtrt rb'decttd 

to tk& board of directors. 

Prone the Left are Qenerai 

Masiayer Larry Lovell 

of Annas, Vale Fauyhrv 

of Brookport, Q. Robert 

ItwuWs of Q rand Chain 

and Barbaras Pitts of 

Buncombe. 

4 ^embers of Southern Illinois Electric Coop- 

/l/ierative (SIEC) attending this year’s annual 

meeting heard reports on the co-op’s financial 

condition, energy demand and what the co-op 

and its members can do to control costs. The 

meeting was held Tuesday, August 8 at the Shaw¬ 

nee Community College in Ullin. 

General Manager and Executive Vice Presi¬ 

dent Larry Lovell said, “Every energy commodity 

has doubled since 2004. You can see this when 

you fill up at gasoline pumps. It doesn’t mat¬ 

ter where you live, energy prices nationwide are 

increasing dramatically.” Lovell also stated, “The 

most apparent causes are the soaring crude oil 

and natural gas prices, inflated rates for shipping 

coal by rail, increasingly expensive environmental 

costs for utilities and the need to build more coal 

fired plants and high voltage transmission lines. 

Less evident is increased global demand and 

competition for energy.” 

Lovell said that electricity prices rose 40 

percent in Texas. In Maryland consumers have 

seen a 72 percent increase and in Delaware rates 

have gone up 59 percent. In Illinois rate increases 

of between 20 and 50 percent are being predicted 

for Ameren customers once rate caps come off in 

January 2007. wossjs auafing laeipnAi 
Lovell explained, “Higher power costs, unpre¬ 

dictable fuel costs, global demand for energy and 

supplies and other inflationary increases are con¬ 

tributing to our escalating expenses.” As a result, 

SIEC will raise its rates five percent on September 

1. “It’s always difficult to enact rate increases,” 

continued Lovell. “But financial soundness is a 

necessary element for your co-op to continue to 

serve you with safe and reliable electric service.” 

He said that SIEC employees and board members 

are doing everything possible to control costs. But 

Lovell told members, “We need your help as well. 

Energy efficiency in your home can have a signifi¬ 

cantly positive impact in reducing the demand for 

electricity.” 

Record demand for electricity during this 

summer’s heat wave has led to several appeals 

for all co-op members to minimize their use of 

electricity in order to reduce the possibility of 

electric power shortages. Spikes in demand for 

electricity can contribute to higher rates. Lovell 

said, “There is not one simple answer to escalat¬ 

ing electricity prices, but together we have the 

power to make a difference.” 

Lovell also reminded members that despite 

rate increases, electricity is still a bargain. In 

1925, electricity cost nine cents per kWh. Today, 

consumers pay 11.1 cents per kWh. He also 

pointed out that 80 years ago people were just us¬ 

ing electricity for light bulbs, irons and iceboxes. 

Today, homes are equipped with computers, air 

conditioners, water heaters, dishwashers, plasma 

screen TVs, PlayStations and much more. 
“Many homes are all-electric,” said Lovell. 

“Electricity does so much more work yet the rates 

are just 25 percent more than they were 80 years 

ago. That’s amazing!” 

Board President Scott Dry of Anna told SIEC 

members that the cooperative couldn’t be suc¬ 

cessful with out detailed and extensive, long-term 

planning. “Your cooperative must stick to the 

game plan. We must control our own destiny,” he 

said. 

The co-op is continuing to improve its sys¬ 

tem in accordance with its three-year Construc¬ 

tion Work Plan. In 2005, SIEC added 278 new 

connections and 18 miles of new line, as well as 

upgraded more than 30 miles of existing line and 

replaced a total of 879 poles. 

During the meeting members re-elected Dale 

Faughn of Brookport, G. Robert Inman of Grand 

Chain and Barbara Pitts of Buncombe to serve 

three-year terms. 
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UNCASHEV CAPITAL CPEVIT CHECKS October^ 
| NAME | CHECK # ACCT#\ 

HARLEY ADAMS 1 95304 |5' 48 

JOE R ADEN 9532 0 14670 

WILL BALLARD 1 95499 465 

JANIS BASLER 95564 19436 

LESTER BERRY 1 95654 Hi 778 

TIM BLANKENSHIP 65737 25983 

QLENN BREEDEN r 95826 1103 

QEORCjE W BR1DQES 95866 1144 

VIRC/IL S BR1DQES ig 
95867 ■ 

PHILIP W BUNTINQ 95980 23389 

RONALD CAIN 1 96065 H 13999 

HOBERTJ CAMPBELL 96083 19612 

ELMER E CHICK i 96196 1854 

WILLIE CHILDRESS 96206 1871 

EDWARD COOK i 96320 25101 

DENISE COOPER 96327 26143 

ROY E CROWN 96426 26481 

CATHERINE DILLOW 96595 2728 

LEROY SL PATRICIA DILLOW 96610 25874 

CHARLES EDWARD DURYEA 96736 26330 

DAVID S DUTY 
u 

96738 25913 

WILLIAM EARLEY 96752 26956 

KAREN RUTH EVANS I 96886 15095 

HENRIETTA EVERS 96893 3304 

JOHN EVERS 96894 3301 

AL FARMER 96904 22141 

FIRST UNITED PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH 

9G9SZ 3438 

AMY FISHER 96953 3447 

BETTY FISHER 96954 20288 

FMHA 96985 20613 

CAROL M QOODWIN 1 97208 26674 

MATTIE HARRIS 97401 60442 

HARRY HARTMANN 97419 21560 

EARL HASENSTAB 97434 26663 

BOB Q HAYES gg 
97458 21345 

DOUQLASP HENDERSON 97513 26867 

BILLY W HESS 1 97555 27166 

JUNE HILLEMEYER 97642 26883 

LLOYD HINKLE 97656 4805 

MOSSIE L HODQES 97668 22745 

RICHARD PAUL HODQES ■ 97669 24750 

RAY HOUSEMAN 97756 5039 

1MPROV LOUNQE 97839 26795 

ALBERT L INQRAM SR 97841 15715 

MARIE JACKSON |iM • IR ts 97872 5302 

MARYJARRETT 97898 20147 

TIMOTHY A KERLEY 98122 24143 

KEVIN KLASNER 98182 26341 

DON KRAATZ ■ 98252 27561 

SUE LAIRD 98305 25032 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER 
- 3S   i.   1  s  

• MASS; 

NAME CHECK # ACCT# 

BARNEY LENCE !H 98394 IB 6510 

LILA L LIBB Y-QARNER 98426 26797 

MICHAEL LIESEMEYER | Hi' 98431 Hi 18993 

RECIA J LONG, 98529 6788 

VERNON LOWE H 98554 IR!1 26212 

MARQUARDT AUCTION BARN 98624 25105 

MILDRED MESCHER H 98876 lH. 16270 

HERMAN MEYERS 98899 7670 

EVELYN MILES Hi 98920 Ht 22083 

MATHILDA MITTENDORF 98999 7914 

MARK MORQAN H 99068 Hkr 27064 

WILLIE MURRAY 99136 21721 

LOLA NARDl B: 99156 25081 

DONNA NEELEY 99167 26677 

NEW ZION CHURCH OF CHRIST 

(KARNAK) 

99195 8364 

ROLAND OAKLEY 99256 23483 

RUBY OWENS 99309 IH 2.1360 

TRUMAN H OWENS 99313 8638 

HAROLD HERMAN PLUMMER 99509 Hi 24854 

MIKE POOLE 99529 26568 

VERA JEAN POOLE 99532 B 16465 

JAMES W PURCHASE JR 99594 9315 

RICKY RINQ 99781 22332 

WILLIAM RUDERT 99871 19221 

RYDER STUDENT TRANSPORTATION | 99906 Hi 26745 

CURTIS SALLEY 99922 26426 

DONALD SCHMIDT 99980 19234 

BETH SCHUMACHER 100002 23813 

LORENESHAW 100069 25437 

PAUL E SHELTON 100088 22248 

RODNEY SITTON 100164\ 22175 

LEROY SLEDD 100175 10621 

PEARL SMIDDY 100181 10640 

LEWIS SMITH 100219 10790 

STEVE STORM 100398 26063 

ROBERT THEIS 100539 24491 

KAY THOMPSON :=^NHH 100566 23576 

IVAN TRIPP 100664 11944 

JOHN 0 TURNER ^IIHHI 100697 12038 

ROBERT TURNER 100705 26527 

HARRY C WALKER 100824 12359 

OTHEL WALKER 100832 12378 

CURTIS WALLACE 11 flHH i 100840| 26421 

EVELYN CROSS WHITE 100986 2349 

JAMES W WILD ioiow\ 26390 

R W WILLIAMS 101075 12921 

LYDIA A WINDHORST ^MHii 101144\ 13068 

CARL WOOD 101183 20991 

ROBERT L ZIMMERMAN 101274 26232 

Call SIEC 800-762-1400 

• UNION * PULASKI • POPE 
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Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
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618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 

Youth to WoshuiutoK/ 
rvf A l+/-\ DOV-LO £>riciliano Fabian of Alto Pass 

Andrea Francies of Metropolis, Sarah 

Panici of Dongola, Adam Rader of 

Metropolis and Michael Schmidt of 

Karnak represented SIEC in Wash¬ 

ington, D.C. during the annual 

“Youth to Washington” Tour, June 

9-16. This event, sponsored by 

the electric and telephone coop¬ 

eratives of Illinois, began in the 

late 1950s to introduce rural 

youths to our democratic form of 

government and cooperatives. 

The students met with Congress¬ 

man Jerry Costello and were among 

63 rural Illinois youth leaders 

selected for the trip. In addition 

to the Capitol, they also visited 

Arlington National Cemetery, the 

National Cathedral, the Smithso¬ 

nian Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 

Memorial Museum, the World War II Memo¬ 

rial, the Native American Indian Museum and a 

number of other historical sites, aidsamg aamg 

From, left ore Fouler, Fnb'uuv, 

Fardel, Costello, Francies 

arul Sckmidt 

CLOSED 
SIEC will be closed on 

Monday, September 4 for 
the Labor Day Holiday. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Carole Jean Kelley (President), Dale Faughn (Vice President), 
Dale E. Taake (Secretary Tresurer), G. Robert Inman, 

Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, C. Larry 
Fisher, Scott L. Dry, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 

800-762-1400 • 618-827-3555 

 Membership'prtice  
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the 

names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If 
you find your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part 
of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account 
number and we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at 800-762-1400, ask for Jerri. 



Robert 

Robert 

"NeUoHr 
Nelson 

S^HnP ® ' I 1' 

HHHHr mwTkurstonr 
Todd Thurston of Pulaski, formerly 

Apprentice, Lineman, has advanced to 
Journeyman Lineman. Thurston bepan his 
employment urith SI EC in 1999. 

LaTne Parr (left) of Donpola, celebrat¬ 

ed his 25th Anniversary udth the coopera¬ 

tive. Board Director Scott Ury recopnlaed 

Parr’syears of sendee at the 2006 Annual 

Meetinp of Members. 

Robert Nelson of Ullin, formerly for¬ 

estry Apprentice, has advanced to forestry 

Journeyman. Nelson bepan his employment 

udth SIEC in 2004. 
uapjog M 6aJ9 

forestry PoremAiv B lay ties Holskouser atui his urihs, 

Billies, of Annas, ares tkes prooui yareids of Andrew Coles, 

bomJunes 26tks. Andrews sister, Kaiidyki, is aisso very 

proud of her Littles brother. 
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Harvest Workers Urged Caution/ 
To Yield Fewer Electrical Accidents 
/ /arvest season can yield higher numbers of electro- 
/ /cution, shock, and burn injuries. An average of 60 

agricultural workers are electrocuted and hundreds more 
injured in electrical accidents nationwide each year. 

“Equipment contacting overhead power lines is the lead¬ 
ing cause of farm electrocution accidents in the Midwest,” 
says Bob Aherin, University of Illinois Agricultural Safety 
Specialist. “Many of these accidents occur near grain bins, 
when augers make contact with power lines.” 

“Make sure everyone who works on the farm knows the 
location of power lines”, says Mike Logeman, Director of 
Engineering for Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. “Fed¬ 
eral regulations require a 10-foot working clearance from 
any power lines at all times. Ensuring proper clearance can 
save lives.” 
Some equipment safety considerations: 

Always lower portable augers or elevators to their low¬ 
est possible level, under 14 feet, before moving or trans¬ 
porting; use care when raising them. 
^ When moving large equipment or high loads near a 
power line, always use a spotter or someone to help make 
sure proper clearances are maintained. 
^ Be aware of increased height when loading and trans¬ 
porting larger modern tractors with higher antennas. 

Never attempt to raise or move a power line to clear a 
path, uosuijop euaBng Aaiuets 

If equipment comes in contact with power lines, stay 
inside the cab and call for help. Tell others to stay away 
until cooperative personnel arrive at the scene to make sure 
power is disconnected. 

If there is risk of fire and you must leave the area, the 
proper action is to jump - not step - with both feet hitting 
the ground at the same time. Do not allow any part of your 
body to touch the equipment and the ground at the same 
time. Continue to hop or shuffle to safety, keeping both feet 
together as you leave the area. 

Once you get away from the equipment, never attempt to 
get back on or even touch the equipment. Many electrocu¬ 

tions occur when the operator dismounts and, realizing 
nothing has happened, tries to get back on the equipment. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative is providing safety 
decals, “LOOK UP FIRST! Electrocution Hazard!”, for farm¬ 
ers and equipment operators that request them. Call the 
cooperative if you would like some of these decals. It is 
very important that all farm workers and seasonal employ¬ 
ees are informed of electrical hazards and are trained in 
proper procedures to avoid injury. 

For more information on farm and home electrical safety, 
visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Carole Jean Kelley (President), Dale Faughn (Vice President), 

Dale E. Taake (Secretary Tresurer), G. Robert Inman, 

Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, C. Larry Fisher, 

Scott L. Dry, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schaefer 

For Outages Call: 

800-762-1400 • 618-827-3555 

Membership'prbz& 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed 

the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit 
towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in 
this center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us 
at the cooperative and tell us your account number and 
we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at 800-762-1400, ask 
for Jerri. 

JOH NSON 
   . . 

• ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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AHMMAL Meeting Prizes 
[Rite WtamlMM 'Mm 

Grand Prize - $50 Carolyn Pfafl Villa Ridge SIEC 

Grand Prize - $100 Phyllis Rentfro Karnak SIEC 

Grand Prize - $300 Roy Eastwood Karnak SIEC 

IFito liMIl 

$50.00 Wal-Mart gift card Kenneth Cowan Cobden Arkansas Electric Coop¬ 
erative 

Holmes Air Purifier Randall McClellan Karnak Oil Field Electric 

Brita Water Filtration System Charles L. Douglas Brookport SIEC 

$25.00 gift certificate (1) Doris Welch Tamms Southern FS, Inc. 

$25.00 gift certificate Donald Riley Karnak Kelly’s Kountry Kitchen 

Swiss Gear Rechargeable Lantern William Ryan Ullin Jaco Analytical Labora¬ 
tory, Inc. 

Oscillating Tower Fan Rocky Sickling Ullin Crown Sales & Support 

3 piece Travel Set Bob Hudson Karnak Oil Field Electric 

Plano Tackle Box Fred Schlenker Buncombe SIEC 

Highway Safety Bag Jordan McClellon Grand 
Chain 

IEC Federal Credit Union 

Venturer Portable DVD Player 
w/car kit and game pad 

Bobbie Reynolds Metropolis SIEC 

Duraband Indoor Griddle Loren Bayless Grand 
Chain 

Oil Field Electric 

Marion Kay Spice Set & 2 Caps 
from Honey Service Station 
of Ullin 

Darrell Ralls Anna Brownstown Electric Co. 

Duraband CD Clock Radio Michael Williams Dongola SIEC 

$25.00 BP Station gift card Alma Davis Tamms Cal Johnson's Answering 
Service 

Honeywell Fireproof Safe Touching Jesus Ministry Goreville Oil Field Electric 

Atlanta DVD/CD Storage System Jim Corgan Karnak SIEC 

Magnavox DVD Player Norman Powles Dongola Toth & Associates 

Taylor Wireless Indoor/Outdoor 
Thermometer 

Jerry Powles Dongola Crown Sales & Support 

$50.00 check to go toward bill Charles Frayser Grand 
Chain 

Easy 2 Pay 

Monster Mini Stack Vacuum Lyndal Qualls Karnak Oil Field Electric 

Mainstay Paper Shredder Lawrence James Karnak SIEC 

$25.00 gift certificate (2) Barbara Robinson Tamms Southern FS, Inc. 

2 Lawn chairs John Schnaare Olmsted Daffron & Associates 

8 pc Full Star Screwdriver set, Robert (Bob) Davis Dongola Fastenal 

1 year Subscription & 2 caps 
from Honey Service Station 
of Ullin 

Debra Williams Karnak Gazette Democrat 

Ideal “Nutdriver Set" Philip Rider Dongola Kirby Risk Electric 

Black & Decker 7.2 v Cordless 
Drill 

Leonard Stratemeyer Belknap Oil Field Electric 

VTech 5.8 Cordless Phone Joseph Masden Cobden SIEC 

$50.00 Wal-Mart gift card Carlene Steele Dongola TransWorld Network, Corp 

1 Gallon Bar and Chain Oil plus 
T-shirt & 5 Koozie cups from 
Fastenal of Cape Girardeau 

Jesse Howard Goines Metropolis McCarver’s Repair 

Duraband Deep Fryer George McCommons Dongola Oil Field Electric 

Car Cleaning Kit Vanessa Irene Stewart Dongola SIEC 

12’’Oscillating Fan Benjamin Mason Olmsted Fietcher-Reinhardt Company 

1 Swivel Head Flash Light and 
I Folding Knife 

Louise Mathis Karnak Guy Gray Supply Co. 

1.0 hp Wet/Dry Shop Vac Ernest Rider Dongola Oil Field Electric 

1 Brinkman Halogen Recharge- 
lable Light 

Donald Lee Canada Karnak SIEC 

I Canon Photo Printer Big Creek Baptist 
Church 

Anna Toth & Associates 

I Exercise/Overnight bag plus 
|T-shirt& 5 Koozie cups from 
I Fastenal of Cape Girardeau 

Stephen Miller Granstburg Union County Hospital 

IDr. Schools Cushion Body Frederick Moore Vienna Oil Field Electric 
iMassager 

JOHNSON ALEXANDER MASSAC 

Atomix Clock Alfred Claude Astin Dongola SIEC 

$25.00 Lowes gift card Adel Pillow Tamms Cal Johnson’s Answering 
Service 

SIU Gift Basket Dorothy Roberts Tamms Silkworm, Inc. 

Emerson Portable Radio Billy Schulter Dongola Oil Field Electric 

Midland All Hazards Alert 
Weather Radio 

Sarah Sampson Ullin ■■■■■■■■ 

Butterfly House by Kathy Hatch 
Collection 

Janet Dickerson Eico Delta Mobile Testing, Inc. 

Flexform Silicone Bakeware Harold Norris Karnak Oil Field Electric 

Midland All Hazards Alert 
Weather Radio 

Truman Bremer Metropolis SIEC 

$25.00 Sears gift card Elmer Harris Metropolis United Utility Supply Co. 

$25.00 gift certificate Guy Casper Belknap Kelly's Kountry Kitchen 

Hamilton Beach Can Opener Edward Lessar Tamms Oil Field Electric 

Cobra Rechargeable Two Way 
Radio 

Michael Richerson Vienna SIEC 

Ozark Tril Velour Top Airbed Kit Roy Eastwood Karnak Crown Sales & Support 

First Alert Smoke & Fire Detector Mike Jordan Ullin Oil Field Electric 

Black & Decker Gizmo Mixer Marvin Powles Dongola SIEC 

27’ Tie Down Ratchet Strap James Tucker, Sr, Olmsted Marcal Rope & Rigging 

6 in 1 Safety Light John William Howell Cobden Oil Field Electric 

RCA 8 Outlet Surge Protector Darrell Ballard Belknap SIEC ^^■■1 

Swiss Gear Rechargeable Lantern William Witthoff, Jr. Cobden Jaco Analytical Labora¬ 
tory, Inc. 

Stanley “Fat Max” tool box Shawnee Development 
Council 

Karnak 
5 

Oil Field Electric 

Midland All Hazards Alert 
Weather Radio 

Clarence Albritton Belknap SIEC 

$35.00 check toward customer’s 
bill 

Donald Bridges Olive 
Branch 

Meier Business Systems 

Household Cleaning Kit Lee g. Elting Belknap Oil Field Electric 

Olympus 35mm Camera Belknap Water District Belknap SIEC ■■■■I 

Personal Bath Basket Loretta Jean McElmurry Pulaski Oil Field Electric 

Back Pack Sprayer Andrew Lessar Tamms UAP Distribution 

Zebco 33 Fishing Rod and 
Reel Set 

Norman Theis Anna Oil Field Electric 

RCA 8 Outlet Surge Protector Carl Krempasky Metropolis SIEC flHI 

30 gb Ipod Elnora Horton Tamms Fine and Hatfield, PC. 

Kidde Fire Extinguisher Odell Williams Karnak Oil Field Electric 

Olympus 35mm Camera Roselee Holshouser Tamms SIEC 

Highway Safety Bag Kenneth Borman Metropolis IEC Federal Credit Union 

2 Table Lamps David Brown Tamms Hydraulic Tool Supply 

107 piece Home Repair Tool Set Marion Stevens Olive 
Branch 

Oil Field Electric 

Embroidered Jean Jacket Wayne Paul Strieker Karnak Showtime Creations 

Black & Decker Rechargeable 
Screwdriver 

Dennis Boyd Anna Oil Field Electric 

Kitchen Basket Louis Eugene Tapley Karnak Oil Field Electric 

Kidde Fire Extinguisher John Spaulding, Jr. H Ullin >. 1|| Oil Field Electric 

Magnavox 24” TV/DVD/VCR 
Combo 

Eugene Huckelberry Belknap Henkels and McCoy, Inc 

Proctor Silex Blender & 50 Ft. 
Extension Cord 

Jay Kaufman Buncombe Hughes Supply 

$25 Credit on Your Electric Bill Erma Terry Villa Ridge Edmond's Electric 

Handpainted 4 Pee Canister Set Jimmy G. Johnson Grand 
Chain 

White Hawk Enterprises, 
Inc. 

Rechargeable 12v Spotlight Norma Lee Watson Villa Ridge Brown Wood Preserving Co. 

• UNION • PULASKI • PORI : iUll 
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sXSl&VrU/Cf JC'fi/t'OCO L/urCA~4^L'r fcO L^t/yiyU ^ r r 14sy COw u-r H^V-'TV- ^r 

co team- sponsorship' to L&cuo (jiasco, Union County Event 

Chairperson/for Relayfor Life/. This was SlEC’sfirst year of involve/- 

ment with/ Relayfor Life-. Several employees of the- co-op partici¬ 

pated in the/event. “We-erfoyparticlpatiry in cocnmnnlty events 

and it’s especiallypratifyinp when it’s for such- an important cause-; 

says Boyd. JOIJBQ U9g “U 

Hcdlotmerc Safety Tips for Kids and/Adults 
With witches, goblins, and super-heroes 

descending on neighborhoods across 
America, the American Red Cross offers 
parents some safety tips to help prepare 
their children for a safe and enjoyable trick- 
or-treat holiday. Halloween should be filled 
with surprise and enjoyment, and following 

some common sense practices can keep 
events safer and more fun. 
■ Walk, slither, and sneak on sidewalks, 

not in the street. 
■ Look both ways before crossing the 

street to check for cars, trucks, and 
low-flying brooms. 

■ Cross the street only at corners. 
■ Don’t hide or cross the street between 

parked cars. 
■ Wear light-colored or reflective-type 

clothing so you are more visible. (And 
remember to put reflective tape on 

bikes, skateboards, and brooms, too!) 
■ Plan your route and share it with your 

family. If possible, have an adult go 

with you. 

■ Carry a flashlight to light your way. 

■ Keep away from open fires and 
candles. (Costumes can be extremely 

flammable.) 
Visit homes that have the porch light 
on. 
Accept your treats at the door and 
never go into a stranger’s house. 
Use face paint rather than masks or 
things that will cover your eyes. 
Be cautious of animals and strangers. 
Have a grown-up inspect your treats 
before eating. And don’t eat candy if 
the package is already opened. Small, 
hard pieces of candy are a choking 
hazard for young children. 
Help your child pick out or make a 
costume that will be safe. Make it fire 
proof, the eye holes should be large 
enough for good peripheral vision. 
If you set jack-o-lanterns on your 

porch with candles in them, make sure 

that they are far enough out of the way 
so that kids costumes won’t acciden¬ 

tally be set on fire. 
Make sure that if your child is carrying 
a prop, such as a scythe, butcher knife 

or a pitchfork, that the tips are smooth 

and flexible enough to not cause injury 
if fallen on. 

Kids always want to help with the 
pumpkin carving. Small children 
shouldn’t be allowed to use a sharp 
knife to cut the top or the face. There 
are many kits available that come with 
tiny saws that work better than knives 
and are safer, although you can be cut 
by them as well. It’s best to let the kids 
clean out the pumpkin and draw a face 
on it, which you can carve for them. 

■ Treating your kids to a spooky Hallow¬ 
een dinner will make them less likely to 
eat the candy they collect before you 
have a chance to check it for them. 
Teaching your kids basic everyday 

safety such as not getting into cars or talk¬ 
ing to strangers, watching both ways before 
crossing streets and crossing 
when the lights tell you to, 

will help make them safer 
when they are out 
Trick or Treating. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 



Attention High Schools Seniors - 
SchoUrshin Information 

Five $1,250 scholarships are once 
again being awarded through the 

Illinois Electric Cooperative’s (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program in 
2007. Aaini A e|!0i|S 

High school seniors pursuing 
a college education anywhere in the 
United States are eligible to participate 
in the program. Three scholarships 
will be awarded to the son or daughter 
of an electric cooperative member. A 
fourth scholarship will go to the son or 
daughter of an electric cooperative di¬ 
rector or employee. A fifth scholarship 
will be reserved for use at a two-year 
Illinois community college, and sons 
and daughters of electric cooperative 
members, employees and directors 
are eligible. Deadline for applications 
to be returned to the cooperative is 
January 1,2007. 

The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to assist electric coopera¬ 
tive youth while honoring past rural 
electric leaders through memorial 
gifts. “SIEC has a commitment to the 
communities we serve. This is just 
one of the ways we can assist our 
youth and hopefully make a positive 
impact in their future,” states Chris 

Director of Member Service* Chris Boyd (left) dUcusse* 2007 IEC SchoUrskiy 

uformatioKs ovithy Principal Barb Watkins of Qorevtlic Hiplv School. 

Boyd, Director of Member Services. 
Candidates are judged on the 

basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and vol¬ 
unteer experience, school and civic 
activities, and a short essay that dem¬ 
onstrates their knowledge of electric 
cooperatives. 

For further information on the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, 
contact SIEC at 800-762-1400 or to 
download a scholarship application, 
check out our Web site at 
www.siec.coop, or ask your high 
school guidance counselor. 

Office Closings 
Our ojjtces unll bes dosed Friday, Nowmber 10 Jbr 

Veter aids Day and Thursday and Friday, 

Novtmber 23 and 24 jvr TkosnJcsjivikUj. 
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Good, Better, Best And 
Ultimate Heating Choices 

Many years ago, Sears, Roebuck & Company (just 
Sears for the younger folks) used to rate their cata¬ 

logue items as “Good,” “Better” and “Best.” Those same 
descriptive terms might still be used today to compare 
heating fuels and heating systems. 

For example, propane might be considered as a 
GOOD heating choice. The real question though, is good 
really “good enough?” Ken Blanchard, a well known au¬ 
thor of management books, wrote a book entitled “Raving 
Fans.” Flis belief was that if customers weren’t raving and 
bragging about the service they received, it really wasn’t 
good enough. As an example, he uses the scenario of a 
waitress asking how your meal was. Even though you may 
have not been totally satisfied, the common response is, 
“it was okay.” With propane approaching $1.75 per gallon, 
the only really good thing that can be said about propane 
is that it has fast recovery (those times you’ve turned the 
thermostat down and then set it back up). The disadvan¬ 
tages of propane include price volatility, and locating and 
refilling of the storage tank, aiood Q Aqqog 

Natural gas might be considered as a BETTER 
heating choice. Gas furnace operating costs are similar 
to baseboard, ceiling cable or electric furnaces. The 
disadvantages of natural gas include its limited availabil¬ 
ity, especially in rural areas, the increased maintenance 
requirements of newer high efficiency units, and price 
volatility due to the ever-increasing worldwide demand for 
natural gas and susceptibility to interruptions by terrorism 
and natural disasters. 

The BEST choice of heating systems is electricity, 
especially electric heat pumps. It’s clean, safe and reliable. 
Fleat pumps, for example, have a back-up system, which 

is activated automatically in the event of compressor fail¬ 
ure. With technology improvements in recent years, heat 
pumps have become warmer, and even more efficient and 
more reliable. Electricity is a flameless heat, and unlike 
gas systems, no combustion occurs in or near your home; 
consequently, there is no need to vent toxic fumes. When 
electric space heating is combined with cooking and water 
heating, there is only one utility bill to pay, an advantage 
for today’s busy families. Even though electric rates have 
been increasing in recent years, the increases have been 
predictable and within modest ranges. 

Sears never had an ULTIMATE classification, 
but the electric heat industry does. It’s known as the 
“Ground Source Fleat Pump,” or geothermal. These units 
are 350-400 percent efficient and have annual operating 
costs that are less than any other option available. They 
offer reliability, long life and low maintenance, and have 
exceptionally quiet operation as there are no outside 
units. A bonus with these units is the fact that they can 
supply up to 50 percent of your water heating needs as 
a free byproduct. The only disadvantage to geothermal 
heat pumps is the higher initial cost. If the new home has 
a mortgage, the additional mortgage cost to finance the 
geothermal heat pump is typically considerably less than 
the savings on the utility bill, resulting in a positive cash 
flow situation for the homeowner. The initial installation 
costs are often recouped in energy savings in as little as 
three to five years. 

If you would like additional information on heating 
systems, please phone your cooperative’s energy advisor. 
They are here to serve you and are a wealth of knowledge 
that can be used to your benefit. 

Notice, To Members Terjuestuirj Votes Or Quy 
Wires To Be KelocateJ, 

The cooperative receives many requests from members to relocate poles and/or guy wires. The reasons for re¬ 
quested relocations vary, and many members do not realize they need the pole or guy wire moved until after their 

new construction projects have started. The cooperative will, at its discretion, relocate poles and/or guys at the 
request of the member at the member’s expense. 

Please “look up” before starting to build that new building or driveway, plant that tree or erect that antenna. 
Don’t create a safety hazard where cooperative facilities must be moved. In the event a member creates a safety 
hazard that causes the cooperative to modify its poles or facilities, the member shall pay for the cost of the reloca¬ 
tion or modification. Please contact the cooperative’s engineering department if you have any questions on reloca¬ 
tion of facilities. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



nest VOUP Electrical sauuu 
unth This Quich Quiz 

M)st people know only 
is much about electric- 
ty as they need to get 

through their daily lives; in 
other words, not very much. A 
little knowledge can help pre¬ 
vent a shock, make your home 
safer, and save you money on 
your power bill. Here are a 
handful of true/false questions 
from the Leviton Institute to 
test your Electrical IQ: 

1. It's cheaper to leave fluo¬ 
rescent lights on when 
exiting a room than it 
is to turn them back on 
when you return. 

2. House wiring never needs 
replacing. 

3. A circuit breaker is 
not designed to protect 
against a ground fault. 

Q. A two-parter: Computer 
screen savers save en¬ 
ergy, and your computer 
will last longer if you 
leave it on all day, in¬ 
stead of shutting it off 
when you're not using it. 

5. You can damage a power 
tool by using the wrong 
size extension cord. 

ANSWERS 

1. False. This is a com¬ 
monly held belief, based 
on the erroneous notion 
that fluorescent bulbs use a 
lot of power to get started. 
While it is true that a com¬ 
pact fluorescent bulb does 
require a brief surge when 
switched on, it works out to 
be around the same amount 
of energy as five seconds of 
normal use, according to 
the Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency (EPA). So turn¬ 
ing the lights off for more 
than five seconds will save 
more energy than leaving 
them on. IUBJ0 d Aaneg 

2. False. Depending on the 
amount of use, insulation 
on house wires can become 
frayed or broken, creating a 
fire hazard. If you have any 
doubts about your wiring, 
have a qualified electrician 
perform a complete inspec¬ 
tion. Houses built between 
1965 and 1973, in par¬ 
ticular, are at risk because 
many were built with alumi¬ 
num wiring, which the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission says is 55 
times more likely to reach 
“fire hazard conditions” 
than regular copper wire. 

3. True. Circuit breakers 
are designed to protect 
against high levels of elec¬ 
trical current caused by a 
short circuit. Ground Fault 
Circuit Interrupters (GF- 
CIs) protect against ground 
faults, when current leaking 
from an appliance goes to 
ground through a person 
touching the appliance. 
Even a small amount of cur¬ 
rent passing through a per¬ 
son this way can be lethal; 
a GFCI will trip if there’s a 
ground fault, whereas a cir¬ 
cuit breaker may not. 

a. False and False. Screen 
savers only save screens, 
not energy. If you want to 
save energy, turn the moni¬ 
tor off. In fact, the EPA rec¬ 
ommends you turn the 
computer off, too, if you 
aren’t going to use it within 
a half hour. They claim the 
lifetime of the hard disc is 
limited by use, rather than 
start-ups. 

5. TPUe. If your electric 
lawn mower, hedge trim¬ 
mer or leaf blower doesn’t 
get enough power, either 
because the extension cord 
is too thin or too long to de¬ 
liver it, it can damage and 
eventually destroy the motor. 
Also, overloading an exten¬ 
sion cord can cause a fire or 
shock hazard. 
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WATER HEATERS 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative proudly offers 

the Marathon water heater in 50 and 85 gallon models. 

Why Marathon ? 
Because we believe, if you want your water 

heater to give you years of service, you must get 

one that will stand the test of time. 

Marathon offers a life-time no-leak warranty, 

guaranteed to last you as long as you own your 

home. This will save you the future expense of 

buying a replacement heater and having it installed. 

Because it has a plastic tank, the Marathon will 

not rust or corrode. 

If you have any questions, please call our 
office at 1(800)762-1400 or visit our Web site 

for detailed information, www.siec.coop. 

w*... itMUN 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Vision: To provide the best value in rural utility service 

while providing community leadership and encouraging 

economic development. 

Mission: To deliver high-quality, low-cost products and 

services to members. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Carole Jean Kelley (President), Dale Faughn (Vice President), 
Dale E. Taake (Secretary Treasurer), 6. Robert Inman, 

Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, C. Larry Fisher, 
Scott L. Dry, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schaefer 
For Outages Call: 

800-762-1400 • 618-827-3555 

7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • R0. Box 100 

Dongola, Illinois 62926 

618-827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Web address: www.siec.coop 

Membershipsprizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have 

printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 
credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name 
printed in this center section, and it’s not part of the 
story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account 
number and we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC 
utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at 800-762-1400, ask 
for Jerri. 

, i_  
Cortney Woockorv op Tamms, 

formerly ForestryJourneymarv, 

kas been promoted to Apprentice 

Lineman. Woodson kaus been 

employed mJdv SIEC since 2000. 



JOHNSON • ALEXANDER 

Wills TEC Offer Hujk/'Sperci 
BroaAbarul laiernet To Its Members? 

/HEC and five other neighboring electric 
Jcooperatives are jointly investigating the pos¬ 
sibility of offering BPL (broadband over power 
lines). In September, SIEC mailed a random 
survey to 10 percent of our membership at¬ 
tempting to determine the level of interest in 
high-speed broadband Internet access. The 
survey explained the possible new service will 
be delivered to our members over our existing 
power lines and provide a 256 kbps speed for 
$29.95 per month and a one-time $99 start-up 
fee for the cost of the modem. 

The survey was developed by a company 
who works exclusively with rural electric coop¬ 
eratives. The company is currently field testing 
the equipment in three or four areas of the coun¬ 
try and we are carefully monitoring the results. 
If BPL technology proves to be feasible, we will 

try to negotiate an agreement with the company 
to jointly provide BPL to our members. 

We have received a high level of interest 
according to the returned surveys. But, even if 
everything goes well, it will likely be two to three 
years before BPL is available. We will continue 
to keep you updated on this possible new ser¬ 
vice through future JAMUP articles. 

NOIS COUNTRY LIVING 
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Rzcmt Cojffw Tk&fts CaMtes Veatfv 

AiuC WLdesprejul VamaMb 
A New Mexico man is found dead beneath a power 

/Tpole in August. He was electrocuted while trying to 
cut copper wiring from a live transformer. A Dallas, Texas 
man loses his life and knocks out power to thousands in 
July when he cuts into a live power line. Similar accidents 
are reported in South Carolina, Kansas and other states. 
Since March, the Kentucky Public Service Commission has 
reported at least three electrocution deaths associated with 
theft of copper wire. 

Across the country, increasing incidences of copper 
theft are met with rising fatalities and outages to thousands 
of people. With a 25 percent surge in these offenses over 
the past year, Safe Electricity urges you to be aware of the 
deadly risks and far-reaching consequences involved in 
copper theft. 

“Stealing material from an electric substation or utility 
pole can cause not only serious injuries and death, but ex¬ 
tensive outages, fires and explosions - consequences that 
impact innocent people,” says Mike Logeman, Director of 
Engineering at Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative (SIEC). 
“The minimum damage that can occur is an outage, which 
may affect thousands of individuals. In some instances, re¬ 
moval of copper can cause a surge on the electric system 
and permanently damage household appliances and other 
equipment as well.” 

Copper in wire is appealing to thieves who seek to sell 
the metal for scrap. Burglars will go as far as climbing 
power poles, scaling fences, and breaking into buildings to 
steal the precious metal. While this issue is not new, higher 
prices for the metal are causing thieves to become bolder 
and more inventive, resulting in more fatalities and public 
impacts than ever before. 

Some thieves steal wire and air conditioner coils in the 
middle of the night from houses and businesses or while 
posing as construction workers during the day. Others 
tamper with railroad signaling wire that contains copper, 
interfering with railroad traffic. Many even go directly into 
electric substations and dodge extremely high voltage to 
steal the metal. 

Perhaps one of the scariest instances took place at a 
house in Peoria, Illinois on July 13. Thieves stole copper 
piping off a water heater in the basement and the house 

MembershipsprLz& 
n this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have 

/printed the names of three members of South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible to 
receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you 
find your name printed in this center section, and it’s 
not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and 
tell us your account number and we will apply $10 
toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at 800-762-1400, 
ask for Jerri. 

filled up with gas. There was an explosion that knocked 
the house several inches off its foundation. The house was 
demolished the same day. 

“People must be aware of this kind of theft and that tam¬ 
pering with electric power facilities can result in extremely 
dangerous situations. Always alert your utility provider 
when you see or suspect suspicious activity,” Logeman 
says. 

Safe Electricity offers these tips to help safeguard 
against electrical dangers and prevent copper theft: 

Never enter or touch equipment inside a substation; 
stay away from power lines and anything touching a 
power line. 
$ if you notice anything unusual with electric facilities, 
such as an open substation gate, open equipment, hang¬ 
ing wire, etc. contact your electric utility immediately. 
$ If you see anyone around electric substations or elec¬ 
tric facilities other than utility personnel or contractors, 
call your electric utility and the police. 
$ Install motion-sensor lights on the outside of your 
house and business to deter possible thieves. 
£ Store tools and wire cutters in a secure location, and 
never leave them out while away. 
£ If you work in construction, do not leave any wires 
unattended or leave loose wire at the job site, especially 
overnight. 
£ Help spread the word about the deadly consequences 
that can result from trying to steal copper. 

Copper theft is not harmless. Dealing with any metal and 
electricity is a dangerous combination, especially when it 
is done without permission or training, and places the thief 
and others in danger. 

“If someone thinks that stealing electric wire is a quick 
way to earn some easy money, they must think again,” 
says Logeman. “The price of metal is not worth the price of 
a life.” ueiuiiMOd a samep 

For more information visit SafeElectricity.org or contact 
SIEC. 

Office^ Closiruj 
Our office will be closed 
Monday, December 25 for 
Christmas Day and Monday, 
January 1 for New Year’s Day. 



Unions CouMy Bia Truck Niaht 

4 ^ember Services Director 
/Uchris Boyd and Journey¬ 
man Lineman Nathan Menees 
volunteered their time this year 
tor the Union County Early 
Learning Program Cooperative’s 
annual Big Truck Night. Despite 
a cold, crisp October evening, 
more than 185 children ages 
0-5 visited the grandstand in 
Anna with their families to meet 
drivers and explore various 
transportation vehicles. Boyd 
and Menees gave away candy 
and stickers to the children. 
SIEC donates a bucket truck to 
be on display each year. 

Pkoto by Amy RmdUnuut 

SA\/E MoK£y 0«s Your Electric Bill - It’s SIMPLE! 
| ighting accounts for 20 percent of the average home’s 

electric bill and is one of the easiest places to save 
energy. Simple steps such as changing a light at home can 
save on energy bills while also helping to reduce the risks 
of global warming, seiuoiu IAI Aaoeii 

If every American home replaced their five most fre¬ 
quently used lights or the bulbs in them with ones that have 
earned the ENERGY STAR rating, each home would save 
about $60 a year in energy costs, and together we’d save 
about $6.5 billion each year in energy costs and prevent 
greenhouse gases equivalent to the emissions from more 
than $8 million cars. To get the most energy savings, 
replace bulbs where lights are on the most, such as your 
family room, kitchen and porch. But remember, compact 

fluorescent lamps (CFLs) work better in open fixtures that 
allow air flow. 

ENERGY STAR qualified CFLs are available in different 
sizes and shapes, which fit in almost any fixture. On aver¬ 
age, each CFL can save more than $30 in electricity costs 
over the lifetime of the bulb. 

ENERGY STAR qualified bulbs and fixtures produce 
about 70 percent less heat, so they’re safer to operate and 
can cut energy costs associated with home cooling. They 
offer at least two-thirds less energy than traditional models 
and last up to 10 times longer. 

For further information on cutting costs on your elec¬ 
tric bill with CFLs, visit www.energystar.gov. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Carole Jean Kelley (President), 
Dale Faughn (Vice President), Dale E. Taake(Secretary Treasurer), 
C. Larry Fisher, G. Robert Inman, Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, 

Raymond C. Snell, Scott L. Ury, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schaefer 
For Outages Call: 

800-762-1400 • 618-827-3555 

TEC Memorial SckoUrship- Remmder 
/j ttention Fligh School Seniors... the deadline for re- 

/ : turning your applications for the Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives Memorial Scholarships is January 1,2007. Ask 
your guidance counselor for an application and brochure or 
download them from our Web site at www.siec.coop. 

The 2005 capital credit allocation factor was .05098004. 

MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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JULIE - ColL Before, You, Dig 
VijjLKJj RespoPuibLy U they Only Way to Viy 

Most electrical equipment is above 
ground, practically everywhere. But, 
how often do you think about the 
electrical lines hidden beneath the 
surface? They’re out of sight, out of 
mind. That’s the beauty of it. However, 
you must consider that underground 
electrical lines can be anywhere at any 
depth. In fact, if you could see beneath 
the surface, you’d find a vast network 
of facilities including gas, oil and 
petroleum, telephone lines, cable TV, 
water and sewer. Underground facili¬ 
ties are everywhere. Often, the path of 
these lines is unpredictable. 

What is JULIE? 
Every time you dig, you are required 

by Illinois law to call JULIE (Joint Util¬ 
ity Locating Information for Excava¬ 
tors) at 1-800-892-0123. JULIE is the 
“Illinois One-Call System” for locating 
and marking of all underground facili¬ 
ties. 

JULIE acts as a communication 
link, taking information about planned 
digging projects and distributing the 
information to utilities. You might say, 
“But I’m only using a shovel. I’m not 
digging that deep.” Whether you’re 
using a shovel or a backhoe, it doesn’t 
matter. You could be locating a garden, 
planting trees, moving a mailbox, or 

putting in a new clothesline. Facilities 
can be located anywhere under the 
surface, JSIWAI 1 SUABM 

The person placing the call to JU¬ 
LIE should be the same person who 
will be doing the digging. Excavators 
must place their own calls. The locate 
request should be made at least 48 
hours (two working days, excludes 
weekends and holidays) in advance of 
the start of excavation. 

The project must be started within 
14 days from your call. If possible, 
mark the area where you will be dig¬ 
ging with white paint or flags. This will 
help the utility locator properly identify 
your project area. If the markings 
become unclear at any time before or 
during your project, call JULIE to have 
the markings refreshed and be pre¬ 
pared to wait an additional 48 hours. 
Do not call JULIE on Saturday or Sun¬ 
day for a project to be marked on the 
same weekend. Member companies 
only respond to emergencies on these 
days-not routine projects. 

When you call, be prepared to give 
the JULIE operator the following infor¬ 
mation: 
• Your name, address and a phone 
number: 
• The county and city OR county and 

unincorporated township name where 
you will be digging; 
• The location at which the excavation 
will take place, which may include but 
not be limited to, address, cross street 
(within 1/4 mile) and subdivision 
name (if it applies); 
• The start date and time of the 
planned excavation; 
• The type and extent (size of excava¬ 
tion area) of the work involved, includ¬ 
ing if white paint, flags and/or stakes 
were used to outline the proposed 
excavation area; and, 
• Section and quarter-section num¬ 
bers from your plat of survey if avail¬ 
able. 

Digging into an underground line 
could cause serious injuries or death. 
If someone neglects to call JULIE and 
digs into a line, he/she is responsible 
for the costs to make repairs. If un¬ 
derground facilities run beneath a new 
building or under that new swimming 
pool, it’s your responsibility to pay for 
repairs. Don’t take chances. The call 
to JULIE is free, the program is funded 
by member utilities. 

For safety guidelines and other 
information about JULIE, visit www. 
illinois1call.com. 

5 Steps 
J?Safe 
Digging 

1) Call before you dig 
2) Wait the required amount 

of time (2 working days) 
3) Respect the marks 
4) Be aware of your own 

underground facilities 
5) Dig with care 

Call 
Before 
You Dig 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
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