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Through the years, EnerStar Power, 
like many electric cooperatives, 

has promoted the fact that rural electric 
cooperatives are owned by, controlled by, 
and exist to benefit the membership. The 
annual meeting offers an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity to take part in the business of your 
member-owned cooperative. 

That opportunity is just around 
the corner at the cooperative’s upcom¬ 
ing 67th Annual Meeting of Members. 
The meeting will be held on Saturday, 
March 18, 2006, at 10:00 a.m. Mem¬ 
bers will want to come early for their 
pancake and sausage breakfast served 
by EnerStar employees from 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:30 a.m. 

It is the democratic control that 
affords you, the member, the privilege 
of attending the annual meeting and 
participating in the director elections. A 
director is a member just like you. He 

or she represents your district and is 
your voice in the cooperative. 

Prior to 2005, director elections 
were conducted in person at the an¬ 
nual meeting. At a special meeting in 
August 2004, members approved new 
voting procedures with the hope that 
more members would participate in the 
democratic process. Therefore, begin¬ 
ning with the 2005 meeting, elections 
are conducted by mail-in voting. Re¬ 
sults are announced at the close of the 
annual meeting. 

The EnerStar service territory 
is divided into nine Representative 
Districts. Representative districts are 
then assigned to one of three Voting 
Districts. Although the Voting Districts 
range in size, they contain approxi¬ 
mately equal number of members. A 
description and map of the Representa- 

continued on page 16b 
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EnerStar’s Energy Advisory 
Program has information for you 

Members should 

carefully read these 

instructions to assure 

their ballot is complet¬ 

ed correctly and not 

voided due to incorrect 

completion. 

SATURDAY, 
MARCH 18, 

Crestwood 
School 

Paris, Illinois 
Member Breakfast 7-9:30 a.m. 

Member Registration 7-10:00 a.m 
Meeting Begins 10:00 a.m. 
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cX- 
continued from page 16a 

tive Districts and Voting Districts is 
available on page 16c. 

Via first-class mail, around Feb¬ 
ruary 15, 2006. members will receive 
an envelope containing all necessary 
voting documentation for the Ener- 
Star board elections. The following 
items will be included: Official No¬ 
tice, Voting Ballot, Ballot Envelope, 
and a Return Envelope. 

Official Notice - This is the 
official announcement of the meet¬ 
ing as required by the bylaws. The 
notice includes the meeting date, 
time, and location. It also contains 
election information and voting in¬ 
structions. Members should carefully 
read these instructions to ensure their 
ballot is completed correctly and not 
voided due to incorrect completion. 
The notice will also include a brief 

SAMPLE 

J3da r 
Mission 

statement 
EnerStar Power exists 
to reliably distribute 

affordable electricity to 
its member-owners while 
upholding our values of 
integrity, accountability, 
and commitment to our 

community. 

candidate biography. The candidates 
are solely responsible for the content 
provided in the candidate biographi¬ 
cal information. 

Voting Ballot - At the 2006 
Annual meeting, three representative 
districts are up for election to com¬ 
plete three-year terms. Ballots are 
color coded by Voting District. To 
properly complete a ballot, members 
should mark an 
“X" in the box. 
The two lines 
of the “X^ must 
cross inside the 
box. Members 
must not color 
in the box or use 
a check mark 
when voting. The Election Inspec¬ 
tors are required to void any ballot 
incorrectly completed. The com¬ 
pleted ballot should be placed inside 
the Ballot Envelope and sealed. Elec¬ 
tion Inspectors will open the ballot 
envelopes and count the ballots at 
the Annual Meeting. The Election 
Inspectors Committee consists of 
EnerStar members who are not cur¬ 
rent EnerStar employees or directors. 
Members’ voting preferences will 
remain anonymous. Election results 
will be announced at the close of the 
meeting after all business properly 
brought before the meeting has con¬ 
cluded. 

Ballot Envelope - This envelope 
is smaller than the return envelope 
with the words “Ballot Envelope” 
clearly stated on the front. Com¬ 

pleted ballots should be sealed inside 
this envelope. The ballot envelope 
should be placed in the return enve¬ 
lope and sealed. 

Return Envelope - The return 
envelope is the larger of the two en¬ 
velopes. For the convenience of our 
members, the return envelope will 
be stamped and self-addressed to the 
attention of the Election Inspectors. 
Members are required to sign the 
back of the return envelope where 
indicated. This certification verifies 
that the member personally voted the 
enclosed ballot. If the account is a 

joint membership, only one member 
is required to certify the ballot. 

Members may return their 
ballots one of three ways. Return 
envelopes with ballots enclosed can 
be mailed or hand-delivered to the 
EnerStar office and must be received 
by Friday, March 17, 2006. Ballots 
received after that date will be null 
and void. Return envelopes may also 
be brought to the Annual Meeting on 
Saturday, March 18, 2006. 

Members with questions regard¬ 
ing the new voting procedures should 
contact EnerStar's Vicki Ewing at 
(217) 466-7601 or Angela Griffin at 
(217)466-7603. 

67th Annual Meeting 
of Members March 18,2006 

Representative District Elections 

Vntinjj District A. Representative Board District 2, 
currently served by Tom Dewitt. 

Voting District B, Representative Board District 4, 
currently served by John Fell. 

Voting District C, Representative Board District 7, 
currently served by Gene Higginbotham. 

Voting District A 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

□ 
□ 
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Representative Board District Descriptions 
District - Year Open for Election 

Voting District A 

District 1-2008 
The Townships of Newman, 
Bowdre, and Sargent in Douglas 
County, Illinois; the Townships 
of East Oakland and Ashmore 
in Coles County, Illinois; the 
Township of Embarrass in Edgar 
County, Illinois; and all that por¬ 
tion of the Township of Shiloh 
lying south of the 1800th Road in 
Edgar County, Illinois. 

District 2-2006 
The Townships of Carroll and 
Love in Vermilion County, Il¬ 
linois; the Townships of Young 
America, Ross, Prairie, Edgar, 
and Brouilletts Creek in Edgar 
County, Illinois; and all that por¬ 
tion of the Township of Shiloh 
lying north of the 1800th Road 
in Edgar County, Illinois. 

District 3-2007 
The Townships of Buck, Paris, 
Hunter, and Stratton in Edgar 
County, Illinois. 

Voting District B 

District 4-2006 
The Townships of Kansas and 
Grandview in Edgar County, Il¬ 
linois; all that portion of the Town¬ 
ship of Symmes lying south of the 
400th Road and west of Illinois 
Highway 1 in Edgar County, Il¬ 
linois; and all that portion of the 
Township of Symmes lying south 
of the 300th Road and east of Il¬ 
linois Highway 1 in Edgar County, 
Illinois. 

District 5-2008 
The Township of Elbridge in Ed¬ 
gar County, Illinois; all that por¬ 
tion of the Township of Symmes 
lying north of the 400th Road 
and west of Illinois Highway 1 
in Edgar County, Illinois; and all 
that portion of the Township of 
Symmes lying north of the 300th 
Road and east of Illinois High¬ 
way 1 in Edgar County, Illinois. 

District 6-2007 
The Townships of Westfield and 
Douglas in Clark County, Illinois; all 
that portion of the Township of Dol- 
son lying north of the 2000th Road 
in Clark County, Illinois; and all that 
portion of the Township of Wabash 
lying north of Interstate Highway 70 
in Clark County, Illinois. 

Voting District C 

District 7-2006 
The Townships of Parker, Casey, 
Auburn, and Martinsville in Clark 
County, Illinois; all that portion 
of the Township of Dolson lying 
south of the 2000th Road in Clark 
County, Illinois; and all that por¬ 

tion of the Township of Mar¬ 
shall lying north of Interstate 
Highway 70 in Clark County, 
Illinois. 

District 8-2007 
All that portion of the Town¬ 
ship of Wabash lying south of 
Interstate Highway 70 in Clark 
County, Illinois. 

District 9-2008 
The Townships of Anderson, 
Darwin, Melrose, and York in 
Clark County, Illinois; and all 
that portion of the Township 
of Marshall lying south of In¬ 
terstate Highway 70 in Clark 
County, Illinois. 

Enerstar Power Corp 
9 Representative Districts 
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Knowing How to Vote 
Because there are certain rules 

regarding voting procedures for 
the Annual Meeting of Members, it 
is important to remind members of 
their voting rights and responsibili¬ 
ties. The following points explain 
who can and cannot vote in the direc¬ 
tor election and at the annual meet¬ 
ing. By knowing these points, you 
can be assured your vote counts at 
the meeting. 

• If only one person signed the 
membership application, then only 
that person is allowed to vote. The 
membership belongs to the person 
who signed the membership appli¬ 
cation. This is known as a Single 
Membership. With this member¬ 
ship, only one name is printed on 
the billing statement. 

• If a husband and wife both signed 
the membership application, then 

either party may cast one vote for 
that membership. This is known 
as a Joint Membership. With this 
membership, both names are print¬ 
ed on the billing statement. Some¬ 
times, a membership was taken out 
before the member was married. In 
that case, the new spouse may not 
vote for the membership. A single 
membership can easily be convert¬ 
ed to a Joint Membership. If you 
would like to make this change, 
contact the EnerStar office prior to 
February 1, 2006, for details. 

• If you pay your landlord for the 
electrical usage at a location and 
the landlord's name is on the top 
line of the bill, you are not able to 
vote for that location. The mem¬ 
bership belongs to the landlord, 
who would vote this membership. 

• If you have power of attorney for a 
member, you may vote that mem¬ 

bership as long as the form is on file 
at the cooperative office. 

If you have any further questions 
regarding your membership status, 
please contact the EnerStar Power 
office at (217) 463-4145 or (800) 635- 
4145 during normal business hours. 
We will be more than happy to assist 
you with any questions you may have 
regarding your account. 

Remember, members 
can vote by mail, but bal¬ 
lots must be received in our 
office no later than Friday, 
March 17, 2006. Otherwise, 
bring your voting ballot with 
you to the Annual Meeting 
of Members on Saturday, 
March 18, 2006! 

Locally Owned and Operated 
When you hear the word local, 

think of your electric coop¬ 
erative, EnerStar Power. The fact that 
we are a locally owned company, 
owned by the members we serve, 
keeps us focused on your needs and 
local priorities. 

Because electric co-ops are so 
closely linked to their communi¬ 
ties, there are countless examples 
of activities that have the “co-op 
touch:” conducting safety programs 
at schools; donating books to local 
libraries; working with community 
organizations to get new businesses 
started; participating with civic 
groups in developing and improving 
community programs. The list goes 
on and on. 

It is precisely because EnerStar 
is a local business, staffed by local 
professionals, that it is in a good 
position to listen and respond to 
your needs. Helping members save 
energy, economic development, and 
volunteerism indicate that EnerStar 
and its staff are more than just an 
electric utility. They are an integral 
part of the community. That’s why 

electric co-ops will continue to do 
everything they can to improve the 
quality of life in your community. 

EnerStar is a company that cares 
about the people it serves. Service 
means not only making sure the 
electricity is flowing, but also mak¬ 

ing sure that the community and its 
citizens are thriving and prospering. 
Service means helping friends and 
neighbors on a day-to-day basis. 
That is what it is all about, and that is 
the electric co-op tradition. 
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Since 1993, Troy Lewis has 
been on the job at EnerStar 

Power. He is employed at the coop¬ 
erative as a Journeyman Lineman. 
Troy has been an EnerStar member 
during that time as well. 

A native of Fairfield, Illinois, 
Troy graduated in 1993 from the 
Northwest Iowa Technical College 
in Sheldon, Iowa, with a degree in 
Power Line Technology. With this 
degree, he began his career at En¬ 
erStar as a second-step apprentice 
lineman and moved up the ranks to 
his current status. 

Prior to being employed at 
EnerStar, Troy was employed at 
O & M Services in Fairfield. He 
actually began working for the 
company while still in high school. 

Troy Lewis 
Journeyman Lineman 

out the Midwest. One of Troy’s main 
job duties at O & M was inspecting 
and testing electric poles. During 
this time, Troy learned more about 
professional line work and decided 
to switch directions to a path that 
eventually led him to EnerStar. 

Like other EnerStar linemen, 
Troy recently volunteered to lend a 
hand in the power restoration efforts 
in areas ravaged by the hurricane 
activity last fall. He was stationed in 
Lucedale, Mississippi, after Hurri¬ 
cane Katrina and in Cameron, Loui¬ 
siana, after Hurricane Rita. 

Troy and his children reside in 
Paris, Illinois. The children keep him 
busy, but when he has free time Troy 
enjoys hunting, fishing and making 
knives. 

O & M Services is an engineering 
firm that serves electric cooperatives 
and municipal utility clients through- 

The EnerStar employees work hard to impress the owners of the 
electric co-op: you! 

Only your local electric co-op makes every customer an owner of 
the business. Unlike other electric utilities, your co-op exists to make 
sure your needs are always met, not to make a profit. And since every 
electric co-op is locally owned and operated, your co-op is always 
there with you, reinvesting in your community. 

That’s why in an electric co-op. the people have the power. 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

To Report a Power 
Outage Emergency 

Call us 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week at 

(217) 463-4145 or 
(800) 635-4145 

1. Check the fuses or breakers in 
your home. 

2. Check the breakers below the 
meter if the meter is located on a 
yard pole. 

3. Call your neighbors. If their 
power is also off, ask if they 
have reported the power outage. 
Please do not assume the outage 
has been reported. Your home 
may be the only home experienc¬ 
ing the outage. 

4. Call EnerStar Power to report 
your power outage. In order for 
us to process your call more 
quickly, please be prepared to 
give the name, address, account 
number and telephone number 
for the account without power. 
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How to operate a 
portable generator safely 

ou can use a portable generator to 
supply electricity to your appliances if 

an emergency exists during a power 
outage. But if used improperly they can 

kill you and the people w7ho are restoring 
power to your building. They also can 
damage the appliances you connect. 

Generator sizes vary. Common units can 
be from 8 to 14 horsepower and capable of 
handling from 4,000 to 8,400 watts (includ¬ 
ing starting surge requirements). Prices may 
range from $800 to $3,000. 

W MT JW A WARNING W 
If you connect a portable electric generator to the main electrical supply com- 

| ing into the house, the electrical generator could feed back into your electric coop- 
j erative’s system and electrocute workers who are repairing the electrical lines. 

To avoid back-feeding of electricity into utility systems, you must have a quali- 
| fied, licensed electrician install a double-pole, double-throw transfer switch (see 
| illustration) between the generator and utility power in compliance with all state 
j and local electrical codes. (A minimum of 10-gauge wiring must be used.) 

Your generator might not be large enough to handle the load of all the lights, 
[ apphances, TV, etc. at one time. To prevent dangerous overloading, calculate 
wattage requirements correctly (see chart below). 

DETERMINING WATTAGE REQUIREMENTS 

Connecting a generator to the main elec¬ 
trical supply for your house requires the serv¬ 
ices of a qualified, licensed electrician. 
Installing the connection and swatch (as 
explained below) can cost $600 to $1,000. 
Before connect¬ 

ing the generator 
to your household 
circuit, notify 
your electric 
cooperative. 

Typical Double Pole, Double Throw 
Transfer Switch Installation for 120/240 V 

Single-Phase Service 

Never exceed the rated capacity' of your generator. 
Overloading can cause serious damage to the genera¬ 
tor or appliances. Before operating a generator, list all 
of the appliances that are going to operate at the same 

Microwave 

Toaster Oven 
D 

: Portable Heater (5000 Btu) 
o 
I. Furnace Fan 

£ Refrigerator/Freezer 

Clothes Washer 

Water Heater 

Well Pump (TAhp) 

Air Conditioner (20,000 Btu) 

time. Then determine the starting wattage require¬ 
ments and the running wattage requirements. The 
starting load lasts only for a few seconds, but is very 
important when figuring your total wattage to be 

used. Your generator 
must be rated to handle 
the total wattage. 

Ratings shown here 
are samples. Wattage 
requirements vary with 
different brands of appli¬ 
ances. Be sure to check 
the name plate on the 
appliances you plan to 
use. Always start your 
largest electric motor 
first, then plug in other 
items one at a time. 

3000 4000 5000 

Wattage 
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If you do this This could happen Unless you prevent it 

1. Attempt to connect gen¬ 
erator directly to the 
electrical system of any 
building. 

1. You can kill or injure a person repairing serv¬ 
ice lines. The electricity you generate will 
back feed through the building’s electrical 
system to the outside utility feed lines. 
Attempting to connect to the incoming utility 
service could result in electrocution. 

If your electric cooperative’s line crew is 
restoring electrical service while your genera¬ 
tor is connected to the incoming utility serv¬ 
ice, you could start a fire or seriously damage 
your building. 

1. A qualified, licensed electrician must install a 
double-pole, double-throw transfer switch to 
connect the generator to a building’s electrical 
system. This is required by the National 
Electrical Code. Connection must meet local 
ordinances. A minimum of 10-gauge wiring 
must be used. 

2. Fail to ground the 
generator’s electrical 
system adequately. 

2 Entire generator could become electrically 
charged and cause electrocution. 
2. Make sure that the unit is connected to an 

appropriate electrical ground, in accordance 
with the National Electric Code. Follow instruc¬ 
tions supplied with the generator 

a Operate generator in 
rain, wet, icy or flooded 
conditions. 

4. Use worn damaged, 
undersized or 
ungrounded 
extension cords. 

3. Water conducts electricity. If water comes in 
contact with electricity to the generator’s 
frame and other surfaces, it will cause an 
electrical shock to anyone touching them. 

4. Contact with worn or damaged extension 
cords could cause electrocution. Undersize 
extension cords could overheat wires or 
attached items, resulting in fire. Use of 
ungrounded cordsets could prevent opera¬ 
tion of circuit breakers and result in electri¬ 
cal shock. 

3. Operate generator in a clean, dry, well ventilat¬ 
ed area. Make sure your hands are dry. 

4. Inspect extension cords before use and replace 
with new if required. Use proper size (wire 
gauge) cordset for application. Follow instruc¬ 
tions supplied with your unit. Always use elec¬ 
trically grounded cordsets. 

5. Attempt to fill the fuel 
tank while the engine is 
running. 

5. Gasoline and gasoline vapors can become 
ignited by coming in contact with hot com¬ 
ponents such as the muffler, engine exhaust 
gases or from an electrical spark. 

5. Turn engine off and allow it to cool before 
adding fuel. Make sure there’s a fire extinguisher 
in the immediate area certified to handle gaso¬ 
line or fuel fires. 

& Fail to ventilate generator 
by operating in an 
enclosed area. 

6. Obstructing ventilation causes overheating 
and possible ignition of the materials. You will 
produce toxic carbon monoxide exhaust 
fumes from the engine. Breathing exhaust 
fumes will cause serious injury or death. 

6. Operate generator in a clean, dry, well venti¬ 
lated area. Keep objects away from unit dur¬ 
ing operation. Do not operate unit in a con¬ 
fined area, such as garages, basements, stor¬ 
age sheds, etc., which lack a steady 
exchange of air. Never operate unit in a 
location occupied by humans or animals. 
Keep children, pets and others away from 
where it’s operating. 

7. Tamper with factory set 
engine speed settings. 
7. Tampering with the engine speed adjustment 

could result in overheating of attachments 
and could cause a fire. 

7. Never attempt to “speed-up” the engine to 
obtain more performance. Both the output 
voltage and frequency will be thrown out of 
standard by this practice, endangering you 
and the attachments. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Energy Conservation is Back in Style 
iir I t looks like energy conservation 
JLis back in style. There’s nothing 
like rising fuel prices to make us 
think harder about when and how 
we use energy. 

We have seen prices fluctuating 
at the gas pump and these fluctua¬ 
tions affect the goods and services 
we buy. We are also seeing prices 
rise for the fuels that run appliances 
and systems in our homes, farms, 
and businesses. 

These dynamics naturally cause 
us to adjust and manage our personal 
use of energy as best we can. 

But energy conservation never 
went out of style at our electric co¬ 
operative. Not a month goes by when 
EnerStar’s monthly magazine doesn’t 
print something on how to conserve 
energy: how to plug energy leaks in 
homes, how to judge the efficiency 
of appliances, or how to build or ren¬ 
ovate buildings that require minimal 
energy consumption. 

As the price of energy fluctuates, 
and as the technology of appliances 
and vehicles changes accordingly, 

electric co-ops like Ener- 
Star Power will continue 
to pay attention to smart 
energy use. 

Why? It just makes 
sense. It makes sense to 
members, considering 
that you own the utility 
that supplies your elec¬ 
tric power. It’s in your 
interest to make sure 
your own plans—and, 
by extension, those of 
the co-op—include conservative 
ways of using electricity and all 
other forms of energy you pay for. 

Touchstone Energy electric 
cooperatives, individually and with 
state and national partners, have been 
involved for many years in support¬ 
ing research and testing technology 
designed to conserve energy and en¬ 
hance service reliability. 

Whether it's larger consumers 
who are always looking for ways 
to improve energy management, or 
the residential member who wants 
advice on the smartest, most efficient 

appliances, we offer ser¬ 
vices that can help you 
use energy wisely. 

Some members 
remember when the 
nation’s highway speed 
limit was lowered to 55 
mph. Others may also 
remember the “oil embar¬ 
go” of the 1970s and the 
45-mpg VW Rabbit die¬ 
sel automobile, the rising 
popularity of wood-burn¬ 

ing stoves and furnaces, and President 
Carter’s plea to turn the thermostat 
down a few degrees in winter and up a 
few degrees in summer. 

We’re not likely to see a return 
to those specific events and trends, 
but we are likely to see a stronger 
emphasis on conserving energy, 
not only in our own consumption 
practices, but also in how industry 
designs and manufactures vehicles, 
buildings, community infrastructure, 
and appliances. Such a trend can 
only benefit everyone. 

CHANGE A LIGHT 
CHANGE THE WORLD 
ENERGY STAR 

Information Available from EnerStar 
§y ’or decades, local residents 
m, and businesses have turned 

to EnerStar Power for friendly, 
knowledgeable advice about get¬ 
ting the most value and efficiency 
from electricity. Now there’s an 
easy-to-find source for that help: 
the EnerStar Energy Advisor 
Program! 

The program was developed 
in conjunction with EnerStar’s 
wholesale power supplier, Wa¬ 
bash Valley Power, based out of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Available 
to the membership are a variety of 
brochures and other publications 
to build knowledge of heat pumps, 
geothermal energy, and other mat¬ 
ters that draw frequent questions. 

To obtain your free informa¬ 
tion, stop by the EnerStar office or 
call Tim Haddix at (800) 635-4145, 

extension 617, and he will mail it out 
to you. Or you can visit EnerStar’s 
Web site at www.enerstar.com. 

Below is a sampling of the 
brochures and worksheets available 
from EnerStar. 

• Compact Fluorescent Lighting 

• Advice for Modern Living 

• Home Energy Conservation Tips 

• Electric Water Heaters 

• Electric Heat Pumps 

• Dual Fuel Systems 

• Geothermal Systems 

Advice When You Want It, 
Help When You Need It 

Compact 
Fluorescent 

Lighting 

A smalt change that 

makes a big difference. 
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A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 
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Director Candidate 
Profiles 16b-c 
Meet the directors on your ballots 

Knowing How to Vote .. 16c 
Who should vote from your 
household? 

Pole Inspection 
Underway 16d 
Keeping our lines safe 

Used Oil Collection 
Site 16d 
We’ll dispose of your oil for you 

Trade-a-Tree Program.. 16e 
Would you benefit from replac¬ 
ing a problem tree? 

Duane Noland to Head 
AIEC 16f 
Meet the new CEO of our state 
association 

Employee Spotlight 16g 
Meet Vicki Ewing 

New Energy Efficiency Tax 
Credits 16g 
Home improvements that qualify 

Better Ideas for Your 
Home 16h 
Our construction booklet is still 

available 

How Economical is Your 
Dishwasher? 16h 
Using less water helps 

Mark your calendars and join us 

67,h 

Annual Meeting 
of Members 

Saturday 
March 18,2006 

7:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Enjoy a pancake and sausage breakfast 

served by EnerStar employees 

7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Member Registration 

10:00 a.m. 
Business Session 

EnerStar Power - locally owned 
and community focused! 

Childcare available for those attending 
the meeting ages 3 to 8 years old 

Grand prize 
award 

$250 
energy 

credit! 

for th 

Many door awards and cash prizes! 
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THOMAS DEWITT 

Director Candidate 
District 2 

Tom DeWitt, 
incumbent 

candidate for 
District 2 and 
Chairman of the 
Enerstar Board, 
has resided near 
Brocton, 111., since 
1971, where he 

farms with his brother and uncle. 
Tom graduated from the Nashville 
Auto-Diesel Institute in 1967 and is a 
Viet Nam veteran. 

DeWitt is an NRECA Creden- 
tialed Cooperative Director and has 
served on the EnerStar board since 
1998. DeWitt states, “During the sev¬ 
eral years I have served on the board, 
I have strived to maintain a healthy 
balance between EnerStar’s needs 
and the community’s needs.” 

He adds, “I feel I have used my 
past experience on other boards to 
better my contribution to Enerstar. 
Some of my goals include providing 
electrical rates at the lowest possible 
price and continuing co-op commu¬ 
nication through radio and Internet 
services. However, all endeavors be¬ 
yond the core business must pay their 
own way. The board has to discuss 
all facets of the cooperative until the 
best solution is reached for everyone. 
The members, the very heart of the 
cooperative, are our greatest assets.” 

DeWitt has held positions on 
the Newman School Board, Ameri¬ 
can Legion Post 201, Brushy Fork 
Drainage Ditch Commission, Edgar 
County Shrine Board, Newman Ma¬ 
sonic Lodge #369, Edgar County 
Motor Clown Unit and the Payne 
Cemetery Board. He is also a director 
on the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s Board. 

Tom and his wife Marilyn have 
been married 36 years and have 
one daughter, Amy. They have been 
active in the Newman Methodist 
Church for 34 years. Their other in¬ 
terests include Shrine Motor Clown 
parades and traveling. 

STEVE LORENZEN 

Director Candidate 
District 2 

I, Steve Loren- 
zen, am seek¬ 

ing my first term 
as an EnerStar 
director. I was 
bom, raised, 
and reside on a 
rural Chrisman 
farm. I gradu¬ 

ated from Scottland High School 
in 1970 and received an associate 
degree in agriculture from Danville 
Area Community College in 1972.1 
then returned to the farm and joined 
Lorenzen Farms partnership, which 
remains my employer to date. My 
duties at Lorenzen Farms include the 
general bookkeeping and accounting, 
overseeing the cattle operation, and 
on my vacation time, I get to operate 
a tractor and a combine. 

My wife Vicki and I have three 
children. Stephanie, who’s married 
to Brian Rhoads, has a two-year-old 
son, Logan. Sunny, who’s married to 
Todd Hughes, has six-year-old son, 
Stephen. Robert is a student at Con¬ 
cordia University, River Forest, 111. 

I’ve been involved most of my 
life in various board and leader¬ 
ship roles. I served on the Chrisman 
School Board for 21 years and as 
board president for 14 years. My 
wife and I were C&S Ag 4-H lead¬ 
ers for 33 years. I’ve also served as 
a township director for Farm Bureau 
Board. I’ve been actively involved 
in Grace Lutheran Congregation my 
entire adult life. I served as congre¬ 
gation president, elder, trustee, and 
various other positions. 

What I can offer the board is years 
of board experience and the willing¬ 
ness to leam. I come from a very con¬ 
servative background both in my living 
and farming practices. Ld appreciate 
the opportunity to serve you. 

JOHN FELL 

Director Candidate 
District 4 

John Fell, in¬ 
cumbent can¬ 

didate for District 
4, is a lifelong res¬ 
ident of Kansas, 
111., where he grad¬ 
uated from Kansas 
High School. He 
graduated from 

Lakeland College in 1975 with an as¬ 
sociate degree in agriculture produc¬ 
tion and management. Fell farms the 
family farm in the Kansas area with 
help from his oldest brother Glenn, 
son Josh, and dad Wayne. 

Fell has served as a director 
of the Enerstar Power Corp Board 
since 1985 and as Secretary-Trea¬ 
surer since 1993. Fell is certified by 
the National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association (NRECA) as a 
Credentialed Cooperative Director. 
Fell believes that continuity and ex¬ 
perienced leadership is a necessary 
ingredient for the Enerstar Board. 

Fell has a strong belief in the 
cooperative’s core business—elec¬ 
tricity—and states, “As the world 
has changed, the electric utility busi¬ 
ness has changed, and Enerstar has 
changed. I strongly believe that NOW 
is the time to concentrate on debt 
reduction and limiting involvement in 
outside ventures to those in which the 
co-op is currently involved.” 

Fell has also held positions on 
the Kansas School Board, the Clear 
Talk Communications Board and the 
Paris Chapter PI of the Gold Wing 
Road Riders Association. Fell is a 
member of the Kansas United Meth¬ 
odist Church and a member of the 
Kansas FFA Alumni Foundation. 

Fell has three sons, Joshua, Jef¬ 
frey and Kyle. He enjoys hunting, 
fishing, skating, riding ATVs and 
motorcycles, dancing and singing. 
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GENE 
HIGGINBOTHAM 

Director Candidate 
District 7 

Serving as 
EnerStar’s 

director in District 
7 is Gene Hig¬ 
ginbotham. A life¬ 
long resident of 
Martinsville, 111., 
Gene has farmed 
in the area and 

has been an Enerstar member for the 
past 45 years. 

Gene has been an EnerStar di¬ 
rector since 1998. He feels that most 
cooperative members do not realize 
the amount of time it takes to get up 
to speed as a director for a not-for- 
profit electric cooperative. 

“As a board member, there is a 
learning period to gain experience 
just like with any other job. It is com¬ 
pounded because the knowledge base 
is broad, extensive, and at first, very 
unfamiliar,” said Gene. He feels that a 
director’s common sense, experience 
and knowledge are particularly impor¬ 
tant because of these complexities. 

Gene initially ran for the board 
because he felt that a conservative 
position on the EnerStar board would 
be beneficial. He added the greatest 
asset of the cooperative is the employ¬ 
ees and their service to the members. 
“Everyone at EnerStar, directors to 
employees, must work together and 
cooperate on even the smallest details 
and put an emphasis on taking care of 
the membership. Good communica¬ 
tion is very necessary,” he said. 

Gene has held positions on the 
Marshall Mutual Insurance Company, 
the Martinsville School Board, the 
Martinsville Economic Growth Asso¬ 
ciation and was very instrumental in 
the North York development, the Mar¬ 
tinsville Agricultural Fair Board and 
Edgar County Seed. He has served as 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer for En- 
erStar Power. 

Gene and his wife Judy have 
four children, Tony, Randy, Laura and 
Matthew and eight grandchildren. 

Knowing How to Vote 
ecause there are certain rules 
regarding voting procedures for 

the Annual Meeting of Members, it is 
important to remind members of their 
voting rights and responsibilities. The 
following points explain who can and 
cannot vote in the director election. 
By knowing these points, you can be 
assured your vote counts. 

• If only one person signed the 
membership application, then only 
that person is allowed to vote. The 
membership belongs to the person 
who signed the membership appli¬ 
cation. This is known as a Single 
Membership. With this member¬ 
ship, only one name is printed on 
the billing statement. 

• If a husband and wife both signed 
the membership application, then 
either party may cast one vote for 
that membership. This is known 
as a Joint Membership. With 
this membership, both names are 
printed on the billing statement. 
Sometimes, a membership was 
taken out before the member was 
married. In that case, the new 
spouse may not vote for the 
membership. A single 
membership can easily 
be converted to a Joint 
Membership. If you 
would like to make 
this change, contact 
the EnerStar office 
prior to February 1, 
2006, for details. 

• If you pay your landlord 
for the electrical usage at a 

location and the landlord's name 
is on the top line of the bill, you 
are not able to vote for that loca¬ 
tion. The membership belongs to 
the landlord, who would vote this 
membership. 

• If you have power of attorney for a 
member, you may vote that mem¬ 
bership as long as the form is on file 
at the cooperative office. 

If you have any further questions 
regarding your membership status, 
please contact the EnerStar Power 
office at (217) 463-4145 or (800) 635- 
4145 during normal business hours. 
We will be more than happy to assist 
you with any questions you may have 
regarding your account. 

Remember, members can vote by 
mail, but ballots must be received in 
our office no later than Friday, March 
17, 2006. Otherwise, bring your vot¬ 
ing ballot with you to the Annual 
Meeting of Members on Saturday, 
March Is, 2006! 

Mission statement 

EnerStar Power exists to reliably distribute affordable 
electricity to its member-owners while upholding our 
values of integrity, accountability, and commitment to 
our community. 
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Pole Inspection Underway 
During the month of March as 

the cooperative begins its an¬ 
nual pole-testing program, EnerStar 
members may see crews from Lee 
Inspection throughout the elec¬ 
tric service territory. Mike Clark, 
EnerStar’s Line Superintendent, 
announced the inspection would be 
conducted in areas served by the 
Marshall, Ferrell and Kansas substa¬ 
tions. The crews will test about 6,000 
poles on nearly 350 miles of line. 

The West Union substation was 
completed in 2004 and portions of 
the Marshall substation were com¬ 
pleted in 2005. Following a system¬ 
atic plan, EnerStar will eventually 
inspect all poles on the electric sys¬ 
tem in an 8-year rotation cycle. 

Clark stated the purpose of the 
program is to improve line safety 
by locating and replacing defective 
poles and extending the life of the 
poles by treating them with a wood 
preservative. The program also re¬ 

duces unscheduled outages due to 
maintenance issues. 

When testing the poles, Lee In¬ 
spectors uses a “Sound and Seldom 
Bore” technique. The pole is sounded 
at the ground level. If the pole is sus¬ 
picious, the inspector will drill a hole 
at the base of the pole in a downward 
direction. The particles are checked 
for signs of decay. Some decay can 
be treated with a wood preservative 
but if necessary, the cooperative will 
replace the pole. In addition, “animal 
guards"’ and "guy wire guards” will 
be installed where deemed necessary. 

Animal guards are metal guards 
that wrap around the pole to prevent 
pets, squirrels and raccoons from 
climbing the poles and causing out¬ 
ages. Guy wire guards are installed 
to make the guy wires more visible 
in an effort to prevent accidents. 

"The inspectors serve as another 
set of eyes for the cooperative, and 
they give us a different perspec¬ 
tive.” said Clark. "They check for 

maintenance issues, look for broken 
hardware, clearance issues, trees that 
need trimmed and other possibly 
dangerous situations.” In addition, 
the crews will map each pole with 
global positioning satellite (GPS) 
technology and take a photo of every 
pole top. The information is used in 
the cooperative’s mapping system. 

“With a simple click of a button, 
we can pull up information on a par¬ 
ticular map location and get informa¬ 
tion about the pole and its hardware. 
We can look at a photo of the pole 
and inventory it without having to go 
in the field to inspect,” said Clark. 

Clark stated that Lee Inspectors 
will have EnerStar signage on their 
vehicles and will be able to provide 
personal identification if needed. He 
concluded, “The end result of this 
program is a safe electric system for 
both our members and our employ¬ 
ees. It also will result in a more reli¬ 
able system." 

EnerStar to Serve as Used Oil Collection Site 
Available to residential “do-it-yourself’ members 

On the first Monday of each 
month, beginning March 2006, 
EnerStar will allow members 
to bring their used oil to the 

cooperative for proper disposal. 

In Illinois, millions of 
gallons of used motor 

oil go unaccounted for each 
year. This oil winds up in 
our ditches, storm drains, 
roads and in the landfills. 
Eventually, it can enter our 
groundwater supply. 

To do its part in help¬ 
ing to protect our precious 
soil and water supplies, 
EnerStar Power will help 
members dispose of used oil the 
right way by serving as a collection 
site for used oil. It is important to 
point out that this service is only 
available to residential members who 
are considered “do-it-yourselfers” 
for home and farm use. 

Here’s how the program works: 
On the first Monday of each month, 
beginning March 2006, EnerStar will 

allow members to bring their used oil 
to the cooperative for proper disposal. 
EnerStar will collect the oil and bum it 
in its garage heaters. 

To help you properly dispose of used 
oil. please follow these tips: 

• Drain the oil or transmission 
fluid into a suitable container. The 
container capacity should be no 

larger than 5 gallons. The 
container should be a por¬ 
table device, in which the 
material is stored, trans¬ 
ported, treated, disposed of 
or otherwise handled. Make 
sure the cap fits tightly. 

• Use a funnel to keep oil 
from spilling and keep the 
container clean. 

• Important to remember...Do not 
mix the oil with other liquids such 
as antifreeze, gasoline, paint thinner, 
brake fluid or water. 

If you have questions about 
the program, contact EnerStar’s 
Mike Clark at (800) 635- 4145, 
extension 616 or e-mail him at 
mclark@enerstar.com. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Members May Take Advantage of 
“Trade-a-Tree” 

The same trees that beautify 
your landscape and pro¬ 

vide shade for your home can 
also be responsible for problems 
with your electrical service. 
Trees growing too close to elec¬ 
tric lines are the primary cause 
of momentary short circuits and 
flickering lights. In the case of a 
storm, snow or ice, the limbs on 
those trees are likely to knock 
power lines out completely and 
create a threat to your safety. 

To protect your family, 
property, and power service, 
EnerStar offers free right-of- 
way tree trimming and clean 
up as part of a comprehensive 
community plan. EnerStar has 
taken an active approach to 
tree trimming in an effort to reduce 
power interruptions. 

But sometimes, high mainte¬ 
nance trees create a situation that 
calls for more intense measures. Trees 
growing under power lines should be 
removed for the safety of everyone. 
Therefore, EnerStar has developed the 
Trade-A-Tree program. 

Trade-a-Tree allows EnerStar 
to remove trees that grow directly 
beneath high voltage power lines. 
For each tree removed, EnerStar will 
provide an ornamental tree that has 
limited height. Members will pick up 
the new trees at the EnerStar office 
and should plant them in an area away 
from the power lines to avoid a repeat 
situation later. Last year, EnerStar 

distributed approximately 100 
trees to members willing to re¬ 
place a problem tree. 

Should a tree need removed 
in a member’s yard, EnerStar 
personnel will attempt to noti¬ 
fy the member by telephone or 
a personal visit. The Trade-A- 
Tree program only affects trees 
that are located in landscaped 
or mowed yards directly under 
or within close proximity to 
high voltage power lines. Trees 
located close to service drops 
and other low voltage second¬ 
ary lines are not part of the 
Trade-A-Tree program. 

Though some members 
may be inconvenienced by 
the temporary loss of a yard 

tree, we are hopeful the long-term 
advantages of lower operating costs 
and a safe, more reliable service will 
convince members to participate in 
the Trade-A-Tree program. For more 
information regarding the program, 
contact Mike Clark at (217) 466- 
7616 or Greg Hollingsworth at 
(217)466-7619. 

Choosing the Right Tree and the Right Spot 
for Energy Efficiency 

The U.S. Department of Energy 
says that trees planted in the 

right places can save up to 25 percent 
of your household energy consump¬ 
tion for heating and cooling. Land¬ 
scaping your home correctly should 
provide enough energy savings to 
return the investment in less than 
eight years. 

In the Summer 
The air temperature under a 

yard’s shade tree can be 25 degrees 
cooler than that of the nearby street. 
You can block a great deal of solar 
heat invading your home in the sum¬ 
mer but still let the heat warm your 
home in the winter by planting de¬ 
ciduous trees. Trees with high leaves 

and branches should be planted to 
the south of your home to shade your 
roof from the hottest part of the day. 
Trees that have lower branches can 
be planted to the west to shade your 
home from the low afternoon sun. 

A 6-8 foot tree planted near your 
home will begin shading windows its 
first year. It could shade your roof in 
as little as five years. And remember, 
shading your air conditioner can 
increase its efficiency by up to 10 
percent. 

In the Winter 
Blocking cold winter winds will 

help reduce your heating costs. Ev¬ 
ergreen trees and shrubs planted to 
the north and northwest make good 
windbreaks. You’ll want to plant 
trees and shrubs together to provide 

a consistent wind block from the 
ground to the treetops. For greatest 
savings, plant windbreaks two to five 
times the mature height of other trees 
in your yard. 

Be careful not to plant ever¬ 
greens close to the south side of 
your home. This could block winter 
sunlight and prevent its warmth from 
entering your home. 

Shrubs, bushes and vines 
planted next to your home can also 
help insulate your home in winter 
and summer. Leave at least one foot 
between full-grown plants and your 
home’s outer wall. 

Source: The U.S. Department of En¬ 
ergy - Energy Efficiency and Renew¬ 
able Energy at www.eere.energy.gov. 
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Noland Picked to Head 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

The board of directors of 
the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), 
Springfield, has selected N. 
Duane Noland to replace retir¬ 
ing President/CEO Earl Struck. 
Noland will begin serving as 
President/CEO in January. 

Before accepting the posi¬ 
tion, Noland served as Vice 
President of Hickory Point 
Bank and Trust. From 1990 
to 2003, he was a member of 
the Illinois General Assembly, 
serving two terms in the Il¬ 
linois Senate and four terms 
in the Illinois House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. As a state senator, 
Noland served as assistant 
majority leader, and vice chair 
of the Agriculture and Conservation 
Committee. One of the many leader¬ 
ship awards Noland received was the 
Illinois Electric Cooperative Public 
Service Award. 

Noland is also Vice President 
of Noland Farms and the seventh 

board of directors of organiza¬ 
tions such as Millikin Universi¬ 
ty, Decatur Memorial Hospital, 
the Grain & Feed Association 
of Illinois, Macon County Farm 
Bureau Foundation, the Ameri¬ 
can Red Cross and the Illinois 
Com Growers Association. 

Struck, of Springfield, 
served as AIEC President/CEO 
since Febmary 1994. He has 
been with the association for 27 
years, serving earlier as director 
of legal and government rela¬ 
tions. 

Struck said, ‘'With rising 
energy costs, deregulation un¬ 
certainty and many other chal¬ 
lenges, I know Duane will work 
with our co-op leaders to meet 

these challenges and continue our 
history of improving the quality of 
life for rural Illinois co-op members. 
Duane has a proven track record of 
service to rural Illinois, and I con¬ 
gratulate our board of directors on the 
wise decision they we made.” 

EnerStar Board Chairman Tom DeWitt, right, welcomes 
Duane Noland to the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. Besides his local duties, Tom also serves 
on the board of directors at the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives in Springfield. 

generation to operate the 2,500-acre 
centennial family farm in Macon and 
Christian counties. Noland and his 
wife Tina have three children and re¬ 
side in rural Blue Mound. 

An active civic and agricultural 
leader, Noland has served on the 

Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives Serves its Membership 

The Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives (AIEC) is a 

statewide member cooperative that 
includes 24 electric distribution co¬ 
operatives, including EnerStar Pow¬ 
er, two generation and transmission 
cooperatives and even six telephone 
cooperatives. 

Based in Springfield, Illinois, the 
AIEC provides legal, engineering, 
communications, safety training, legis¬ 
lative representation and other services. 
AIEC member cooperatives serve 
more than 239,000 homes, farms and 
businesses in 83 counties, with 54,117 
miles of line. 

The AIEC, like EnerStar, is 
a member of Touchstone Energy 
- an alliance of more than 625 lo¬ 
cal, member-owned electric utilities 
around the country. 

Your Touchstone Energy " Partner 

EnerStar Power would like to 
introduce Julie Reed to the 

membership. Julie’s employment 
began in late January as a part- 
time meter reader. So when you 
see Julie in the countryside, be 
sure and give her a big welcome! 
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/Employee 
'-Spotlight 
Vicki Ewing 

Vicki Ewing has been on the job 
at EnerStar Power since 1990. 

Her job title is Executive Assistance/ 

Human Resources, and like many 
EnerStar employees, she “wears 
many hats” at the cooperative. 

Vicki administratively supports 
the President/CEO and is consid¬ 
ered the “custodian” of the board 
and corporate records. Whether it is 
agendas, notices, minutes or board 
resolutions, Vicki is involved in it. 
She also manages the cooperative’s 
human resource functions such as 
employee policies, job descriptions 
and communications. 

Prior to joining the EnerStar 
team, Vicki substitute taught at 
various local schools. She holds a 
Bachelor’s of Science degree in Jr. 
High Education from Eastern Illinois 
University with concentrations in 
English and Social Studies. 

When asked about EnerStar, 
Vicki emphasized that the EnerStar 
employees are the best—honest, un¬ 
derstanding and ready to serve where 
and when needed. “The employees 
really listen to the members and value 
what they say—even when it’s a 

criticism,” said Vicki. “That’s how we 
learn what members need and want.” 

Vicki continued that one great 
advantage EnerStar has over other 
utilities is that the cooperative is local. 
“Members and employees know each 
other and know each other’s families 
and friends. It allows us a special kind 
of understanding. Members know 
where to find us when they have a 
particular need. And being local al¬ 
lows us to respond quickly to our 
members’ needs. It’s hard to get that 
kind of service from the big utilities.” 

A few years ago, Vicki and her 
son, Jesse, moved to an old two-story 
brick house that requires “lots of 
time, love and attention.” They now 
enjoy watching lots of HGTV to get 
ideas for future home improvements. 
Vicki’s other interests include litera¬ 
ture, antiques, films and music. 

When asked what she liked 
about working at EnerStar, Vicki 
concluded, “There is always some¬ 
thing new to learn and ample oppor¬ 
tunity to expand and grow.” 

New Energy Efficiency Tax Credits Take Effect 
The energy efficiency tax credits 

signed into law by President 
George W. Bush have gone into effect, 
making it easier for American families 
and businesses to reduce energy costs 
at home, work and on the road. 

The various tax credits designed 
to improve America’s energy ef¬ 
ficiency went into effect on January 

1,2006, and are available for the 
purchase and installation of energy 
efficient appliances and products, as 
well as the purchase of fuel efficient 
vehicles such as hybrids. 

There are many easy, immediate 
steps that families can take to reduce 
their energy bills - like turning down 
the thermostat or weather stripping 
doors and windows - these tax cred¬ 
its are designed to help with the pur¬ 
chase of bigger ticket items. 

The energy efficiency tax credits 
will allow consumers to reduce their 
2006 tax bills on a dollar-for-dollar 
basis up to the amount allowed under 
the law. For example, consumers who 
purchase the most fuel-efficient ve¬ 

hicles could reduce their tax liability 
by up to $3,400, while those who in¬ 
stall certain products such as energy- 
efficient windows, insulation, doors, 
roofs and heating/cooling equipment 
in the home can receive up to $500 
off of their federal tax bills. 

Specific tax benefits for the 
home include: 

• $50 for purchasing an advanced 
main air circulating fan; 

• $150 for installing a highly ef¬ 
ficient furnace or boiler; 

• $200 for installing energy ef¬ 
ficient windows; 

• $300 for purchasing a highly 
efficient central air conditioner, 
heat pump or water heater; 

• 30 percent, or up to $2000, for 
the purchase of solar water¬ 
heating equipment (this does not 
apply to equipment used to heat 
swimming pools or hot tubs). 

Businesses may be eligible for 
credits such as: 

• 30 percent tax credit for the 
installation of qualifying solar 
equipment on buildings; 

• Business tax credits for com¬ 
panies that build highly energy 
efficient homes; 

• Credits for companies that manu¬ 
facture energy-efficient applianc¬ 
es such as dishwashers, clothes 
washers and refrigerators. 

The energy efficiency tax credits 
were signed into law in August 2005 as 
part of the first comprehensive energy 
legislation in over a decade. The land¬ 
mark energy bill contains provisions to 
promote greater energy efficiency and 
conservation, improve the reliability 
of electricity delivery, and encourage 
increased domestic energy produc¬ 
tion, including energy from renewable 
sources such as biomass and wind. 

For more information on energy 
efficiency tax credits, visit www.en- 
ergytaxincentives.org. 
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Better Ideas for Your Home 
New Construction Guidelines Booklet Still Available 

New materials and techniques 
for building a comfortable, en¬ 

ergy-efficient home are included in 
the Certified Comfort Home manual 
now available from the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. 

This booklet, first written in 
1995, offers advice on many details 
of construction, as well as broad 
guidelines on issues such as insu¬ 
lation levels and high-efficiency 
heating systems. The new edition 
includes recommendations for spray- 
on cellulose insulation in walls, 
airtight recessed light fixtures, and 
windows with invisible low-e film 
between the panes. 

Alternative construction tech¬ 
niques such as structural insulated 
panels (SIP) and insulated concrete 
forms are also recognized for their 
high efficiency and strength. 

“This manual shows the proven 
construction practices that our co¬ 

operatives have seen used around 
the state to build houses that are 
super-efficient, affordable and very 
comfortable year-round,” says Tim 
Haddix, EnerStar's System Engi¬ 
neer. “Some of the tips are basic 
while others go right down to the 
detail of how to build an airtight sof¬ 
fit or where to put vapor barriers in a 
crawl space,” he adds. 

The 16-page Certified Com¬ 
fort Home manual is offered free 
of charge to EnerStar cooperative 
members and area contractors. You 
can request a copy by calling Haddix 
at (800) 635-4145, extension 617. 
You may also drop him an e-mail 
at thaddix@enerstar.com. Haddix 
would also be the contact for ques¬ 
tions regarding electric build-ins or 
upgrades at your property. 

How Economical is Your Dishwasher? 
Most of the energy 

used by dishwash¬ 
ers is actually the energy 
required for heating the 
water they consume. So 
the most efficient dish¬ 
washers use less water to 
do the job. 

Most dishwash¬ 
ers available today use 
booster heaters to add 
heat to the water that is 
supplied by the water 
heater. This helps get 
your dishes cleaner, and 
it may kill more germs. 
But it also allows you to 
lower the temperature set¬ 
ting on your water heater. 
With this type of booster, 
you can lower your cur¬ 
rent water-heater water 
temperature to about 120° 
F and still have clean and 
sanitary dishes. 

Newer dishwashers also use sig¬ 
nificantly less water than hand wash¬ 
ing - as much as one-half less. Like 
clothes washers, dishwashers con¬ 
serve energy and water when using 

their low and medium cycles. Water 
usage varies from a low of 7 gallons, 
for the light wash, to a high of 14 
gallons for the heavy-duty cycle. 

Many of the most efficient 
dishwashers incorporate soil-sen¬ 

sors to adjust water 
use depending on how 
dirty the dishes are in 
each load washed. An 
improved dishwasher 
test procedure, used to 
provide the information 
on the EnergyGuide 
labels, gives a more 
realistic estimate of the 
energy consumption of 
soil-sensing dishwasher 
models. Be sure to read 
the EnergyGuide labels 
whenever you buy a 
new dishwasher or other 
appliance. 

Recent studies 
have shown that most 
new dishwashers do a 
great job cleaning even 
the dirtiest dishes with¬ 
out pre-rinsing. In a re¬ 
cent study, dishwashers 
were compared to doing 

the job by hand. The dishwasher was 
more efficient and got the dishes 
cleaner than its human counterparts. 

Source: John Krigger, Saturn Re¬ 
source Management 
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Lincoln Trail State 
Park  16a-16c 

Something for everyone close 
to home 

Lincoln Trail 
Restaurant 16c 

Serving year round 

Three Ways to Pay Your 
Electric Bill 16d 

EnerStar Power gives you 
payment choices 

Budget Billing 16e Lincoln Trail State Park 
Make your monthly bills nearly 
predictable 

Something for Everyone Close to Home 

Employee Spotlight .. 16f 

Meet System Engineer Tim 
Haddix 

Used Oil Collection 
Site 16g 

We’ll dispose of your used oil 
for you 

Electrical Safety 
Quiz 16h 

How safe are you? 

You don’t have to travel far to 
find local history, unusual plant 

life, and recreation, as Lincoln Trail 
State Park is just around the corner. 
Located west of Illinois Route 1, 
two miles south of Marshall in Clark 
County, the area is named after the 
trail Abraham Lincoln’s family foL 
lowed en route from Indiana to Illi¬ 
nois in 1831. 

Visitors to the 1,023-acre park 
can enjoy the sights of an American 
Beech woods, wildflowers, and many 
recreational activities such as boating, 
camping, fishing, hiking and winter 
sports. 

The focal point of the park is 

Lincoln Trail Lake, which covers 
146 acres in the southwest corner of 
the park. With its numerous fingers 
and more than seven miles of thickly 
wooded shoreline, it offers one beauti¬ 
ful vista after another. 

History 
According to the Department 

of Natural Resources’ Web site, long 
before the Lincoln family passed 
through, Native Americans lived in 
the area. Before the 18th century, the 
main tribes in the area were the Pi- 
ankeshaw and Wea, of a Miami group. 
In the early 1700s, the Kickapoo 

continued on page 16b 
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moved south from Wisconsin, push- 
ing the Piankeshaw and Wea south 
and east. The Kickapoos remained 
in control of the land until it was 
ceded to the United States in two 
separate treaties. 

The American Beech Woods, 
an Illinois Nature Preserve, is an 
especially noteworthy part of the 
park. The deep ravines of the pre¬ 
serve overflow with a beech-maple 
forest that is little changed from 
pioneer days. Southern Illinois and 
the eastern border of the state are 
the only areas where the Ameri¬ 
can Beech grows in Illinois. It is a 
distinctive tree, with smooth gray 
bark. 

Picnicking 
The wooded shoreline is beau¬ 

tiful any time of the year and is the 
perfect spot for a picnic. Several 
shaded areas are furnished with 
tables, stoves, toilet facilities and 
water. Four shelters are also avail¬ 
able, one of which has electricity. 
Children will appreciate the play¬ 

ground equipment at two of the 
larger picnic areas. 

Camping 
For those who like the beauti¬ 

ful sights and sounds of the great 
outdoors but prefer the amenities of 
home, Lincoln Trail has two Class 
A campsites with showers, electric¬ 
ity and vehicular access. If you pre¬ 
fer a more primitive site, a Class C 
camping area is available for tents. 

Boating and Fishing 
The docking facility includes 

a launching ramp and parking for 
boat trailers. Boat and seasonal dock 
rentals are available at the Lincoln 
Trail Restaurant (see related story). 
Outboard motors are limited to 10 
horsepower, and Illinois boating 
regulations must be observed. Fish¬ 
ing is plentiful in the lake. Special 
size and creel limits are in effect for 
some species, so check with the site 
superintendent’s office for specific 
information on fishing opportunities 
and regulations. 
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Hiking 
Nothing beats a good hike and 

Lincoln Trail provides a couple of 
opportunities. The Beech Tree Trail 
is a half-mile long, extending from 
the boat dock parking lot and con¬ 
cession stand, past the large picnic 
shelter, and to Lakeside Camp¬ 
ground. The trail includes a series 
of stairways and footbridges, which 
provide an excellent view of the 
beech maple forest contained with¬ 

in the nature preserve. For the ad¬ 
venturous, Sand Ford Nature Trail 
is an opportunity to experience the 
park’s habitat changes while enjoy¬ 
ing a two-mile hike through an oak- 
hickory forest. 

For information about Lincoln 
Trail State Park, visit the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
Web site at www.dnr.state.il.us. 

Lincoln Trail Restaurant 
Serves Year Round 

To call it a concession stand 
would be a major understate¬ 

ment. With its spectacular view 
of the lake, the Lincoln Trail Res¬ 
taurant is a dining pleasure. The 
restaurant is located in the Lincoln 
Trail Park and signs at the park en¬ 
trance guide you to its location. 

“The setting around the restau¬ 
rant is peaceful and very beautiful, 
which makes it a perfect retreat,” 
said Manager April Shotts. “Our 
clientele mostly consists of area resi¬ 
dents, even more so than park visi¬ 
tors.” April leases the facilities from 
the State of Illinois and opened the 
restaurant in 2003 after the building 
had undergone a complete renova¬ 
tion. 

With seating for 105 people, 
the restaurant overlooks the Lin¬ 
coln Trail Lake. “Customers can 
enjoy the view of the lake through¬ 
out the restaurant,” emphasized 
April. Guests can take the wooden 
steps from the restaurant location to 
picnic tables and benches located 
along the waterfront. There is also 
a screened porch seating area over¬ 
looking the lake. 

The restaurant boosts an exten¬ 
sive menu and is open year round, 
seven days a week, from 6:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. According to April, 
the restaurant is a great place for re¬ 
unions, parties and special dinners. 

Located in the same building as 
the restaurant, on the lower level, 
is the Lincoln Trail Bait Shop. Lim¬ 
ited supplies are available through 
the winter but the store is usually 
fully stocked by mid-March, de¬ 
pending on the weather. 

Whether you want to enjoy a 
special day of fishing or just see the 
sights on the way to a perfect picnic 
area, the bait shop provides paddle- 
boats, rowboats and Johnboats 
for day rentals. Paddleboats and 
rowboats rent for $6.00 for 4 hours, 
$10.00 for 8 hours or $15.00 for all 
day. Johnboats with motors rent 
for $28.00 for 4 hours, $50.00 for 8 
hours, or $75.00 for all day. 

For more information on the 
Lincoln Trail Restaurant or the Lin¬ 
coln Trail Bait Shop, contact April 
and Rick Shotts at (217) 826-8831. 

EnerStar Power exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity 
to its member-owners while upholding our values of integrity, 
accountability, and commitment to our community. 

Mission statement 



1 Credit Cards 
In our promise to make bill pay¬ 
ment easier for our members, 
EnerStar accepts Visa and Mas¬ 
terCard, whether it is a one-time 
payment or a recurring payment. 
Stop by the office and our mem¬ 
ber accounts representatives will 
be happy to assist you. 

2 Automatic Payments 
Save time and money by having 
your monthly bill payments de¬ 
ducted directly from your check¬ 
ing or savings account. There is 
no forgetting to pay or worrying 
about payment if you are away 
from home. And you still receive 
a monthly statement showing 
your amount and usage. Call or 
stop by the office to sign up for 
this service. 

3 Budget Billing 
Now is the time to sign up for 
Budget Billing. This is a fixed 
budget plan based on the appli¬ 
cant’s previous 12-month billing 
history. If you are on a budget 
or fixed income, or just want a 
steady monthly bill, this plan 
might be just what you need. For 
more information, see the oppo¬ 
site page. 

EnerStar Power 
(217) 463-4145 
(800) 635-4145 
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Sign up for BUDGET BILLING 

nearly predictable. 

$ EnerStar members with at least twelve months of consumption history and with 
account balances paid in full are eligible for Budget Billing. 

$ Under the plan, the monthly installment will remain the same for each billing. 
EnerStar will use past consumption histories to calculate the average annual 
electricity costs based on the amount used at the current address. EnerStar will 
divide that amount by twelve to compute the fixed monthly installment. 

$ During the month of April, EnerStar will re-evaluate budget accounts. This is 
known as the “catch up” month. April was selected because it tends to be the 
lowest monthly billing. At that time, EnerStar will calculate the difference 
between the cost of the energy actually used during the year and the amount 
paid on Budget Billing. If the budget balance is behind, the member will be 
billed for the remaining balance. If the account is ahead and has a credit 
balance, a check will be issued. 

$ Throughout the budget year, the cooperative may periodically review the 
account, and the monthly installment will be revised if necessary. 

$ Any disconnect, because of non-pay, will result in automatic removal from the 
Budget plan. Account balances at the time of removal are automatically due 
with the current billing. Any credit balances will be applied towards current 
billing. 

$ If a member is removed from Budget Billing because of non-payment, the 
member must reestablish his/her credit history with twelve consecutive on-time 
payments in order to return to the 
Budget Billing. 

$ Once a member signs on for the Budget 
Billing program, the plan shall remain in 
effect and be automatically renewed, 
unless terminated by either the member or 
the cooperative. 

NO FLUCTUATING BILLS • EASY TO BUDGET 
EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 Illinois Highway One 
Paris, IL 61944 
Telephone: 217-463-4145 or 

800-635-4145 

To sign up for budget billing, please complete the form below and return it to EnerStar. You will 
receive confirmation that your account has been added to EnerStar's Budget Billing and the new 
monthly installment amount. 

M\ 
1*9% 
Member Na 

^ v\ 

Telephone 

— 

   

mt 
  

Account Number 
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Tim Haddix 
System Engineer 

A familiar face at EnerStar Pow¬ 
er is Tim Haddix who is em¬ 

ployed as the cooperative’s System 
Engineer. He is also an EnerStar 
member. 

After graduating from Paris 
High School in 1979, Tim attended 
Lakeland College and obtained 
an Associate’s Degree in Civil 
Engineering. After graduation, he 
headed to Spring City, Tenn., where 
he was employed at the Watts Bar 
Nuclear Plant as a Nuclear Inspec¬ 
tor. The plant is one of the many 
nuclear plants operated by the Ten¬ 
nessee Valley Authority (TVA). 
After receiving advanced training, 
Tim earned certifications in weld¬ 
ing, mechanical, instrumentation 
and electrical inspections, specializ¬ 
ing in control room wiring. He later 
worked at Sequoyah Nuclear plant 
in Soddy Daisy, Tenn. and Browns- 
ferry Nuclear Plant in Decatur, Ala. 

Tim’s employment at EnerStar 
began in 1989. He is responsible for 
new construction and upgrades to 

the electrical distribution system. 
He works closely with area electri¬ 
cians and homeowners to meet their 
timetables while coordinating the 
work with the EnerStar Operations 
Department. As a member of En¬ 
erStar’s Energy Advisor team, Tim 
also advises members on matters 
such as general heating and cooling 
options and energy conservation 
tips. 

“I enjoy my job because there 
often are different situations and 
new challenges to meet. I have the 
opportunity to meet many of our 
members because I am many times 
their first contact with the coopera¬ 
tive,” said Tim. 

In his free time, you can often 
see Tim with his family at area 
sporting events. He has coached 
his children’s many sports teams 
throughout the years. And when he 
is not sitting on the sidelines watch¬ 
ing the game, Tim enjoys fishing 
and golf. 

Information Available from EnerStar 
For decades, local residents 

and businesses have turned 
to EnerStar Power for friendly, 
knowledgeable advice about 
getting the most value and ef¬ 
ficiency from electricity. Now 
there’s an easy-to-find source for 
that help: the EnerStar Energy 
Advisor Program! 

The program was developed 
in conjunction with EnerStar’s 
wholesale power supplier, Wa¬ 
bash Valley Power, based out of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Available 
to the membership are a variety 
of brochures and other publica¬ 
tions to build knowledge of heat 
pumps, geothermal energy, and 
other matters that draw frequent 
questions. 

To obtain your free information, 
stop by the EnerStar office or call Tim 
Haddix at (800) 635-4145, extension 
617, and he will mail it out to you. Or 
you can visit EnerStar’s Web site at 
www.enerstar.com. 

Below is a sampling of the 
brochures and worksheets available 
from EnerStar. 

• Compact Fluorescent Lighting 
• Advice for Modern Living 
• Home Energy Conservation Tips 
• Electric Water Heaters 
• Electric Heat Pumps 
• Dual Fuel Systems 

• Geothermal Systems 

Advice When You Want It, 
Help When You Need It 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Office 
Closing 

EnerStar’s office will 
be closed closed 

Friday, April 14, 2006, 
in observance of 

Good Friday 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 

For information about surge protection, contact EnerStar Power. 

Save Money With 
And Aggravation Surge Protection April showers bring May flowers, but they can also bring storms 
containing deadly lightning. To protect the electronics and 

appliances in your home from lightning strikes and spikes, consider 
installing a whole-house surge protector. You’ll save both money and 
aggravation. 

EnerStar to Serve as Used Oil 
Collection Site 

Available to residential 

The Trees Are In! 
If you participated recently in 

EnerStar’s Trade a Tree program, 
you may pick up your ornamental 
tree after April 1, 2006. Remember 
to plant the new tree in a location 
in an area away from power lines. 

Want more information on 
Trade a Tree? Contact EnerStar 
Power’s Mike Clark at 
(217) 466-7616. 

In Illinois, millions of gallons 
of used motor oil go unac¬ 

counted for each year. This oil 
winds up in our ditches, storm 
drains, roads and in the land¬ 
fills. Eventually, it can enter our 
groundwater supply. 

To do its part in helping 
to protect our precious soil and 
water supplies, EnerStar Power 
will help members dispose of used 
oil the right way by serving as a 
collection site for used oil. It is 
important to point out that this 
service is only available to resi¬ 
dential members who are consid- 

“do-it-yourself’ members 

ered “do-it-yourselfers” for home 
and farm use. 

Elere’s how the program 
works. On the first Monday of 
each month, beginning March 
2006, EnerStar will allow mem¬ 
bers to bring their used oil to the 
cooperative for proper disposal. 
EnerStar will collect the oil and 
burn it in its garage heaters. 

If you have questions about 
the program, contact EnerStar’s 
Mike Clark at (800) 635-4145, 
extension 616 or e-mail him at 
mclark@enerstar.com. 
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OTo decrease the risk of burn or electrical shock for 
small children: 
A Keep small appliances out of reach. 
B Avoid using extension cords when 

children are present. 
C All of the above. 

(Q To use extension cords safely in your home: 
A Replace worn extension cords with 

new ones. 
B Run cords through and around doors and 

windows, so you won’t trip on them. 
C Duct tape them to the floor. 

When you need to use a three-pronged plug and you 
have only a two-pronged extension cord, you should: 
A Break off the third prong. 
B Use the appliance with one prong 

exposed, keeping your hands dry. 
C Avoid using the appliance until you can 

buy an appropriate extension cord. 

If you damage an electrical appliance, you should: 
A Assume it’s safe, as long as no electrical 

parts are exposed. 
B Have it checked by a qualified service center. 
C Duct-tape over any exposed electrical parts. 

If an electrical appliance falls into the water, the first 
thing to do is: 
A Unplug it, then take it to a service center. 
B Call 911, then take it to a service center. 
C Take it out quickly, and take it to a 

service center. 

When buying an extension cord: 
A Get one at least 25 feet long. 
B Make sure it has three prongs. 
C Choose one based on how it will be used. 

If your electrical outlet is hot to the touch: 
A Increase the size of the fuse. 
B Unplug all appliances and have the wire 

checked as soon as possible. 
C Wrap it with duct tape. 

If you don’t know what size bulb to use in a lamp: 
A Use a 25-watt bulb. 
B Use a 60-watt bulb. 
C Check with the manufacturer. 

(F2 The UL Mark on a product means: 
A The product will perform to your 

expectations. 
B The safety of a sample of the product 

has been evaluated by UL. 
C The government has tested and 

approved the product. 

A simple, effective way to protect yourself from serious 
shock hazards is to use: 
A Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). 

2) A: Replace worn extension cords with new ones. 
Hiding cords or running them around doors and windows can present a serious fire hazard; it 
is safer to have a qualified electrician install outlets where you need them. 

3) A: Unplug it, then take it to a service center. 
When an electrical appliance falls into the water, first unplug it. Then, take it to a service cen¬ 
ter to make sure there is no damage that could cause injury. 

4) C: Choose one based on how it will be used. 
Many cords are listed by UL according to their intended use. Some are listed for "general 

use,” which means they can be used for virtually any purpose. Ask your local hardware store 
dealer for help. 

5) B: Unplug all appliances and have the wire checked as soon as possible. 
If an electrical outlet becomes so hot that you can't leave your hand on it, you need to consult 
an electrician. However, keep in mind, most outlets feel a little warm after use. 

6) C: Check with the manufacturer. 
Check to see if your manufacturer has specified which size bulb to use. All products Listed by 
UL are marked with wattage ratings. If no marking is available, do not use bulbs rated more 
than 60 watts. 

7) B: A representative sample of the product has been evaluated by Underwriters 

Laboratories for safety. 
The UL Mark tells you that representative samples of the product have met ULs rigorous 
requirements for safety. 

8) C: Avoid using the appliance until you can get an appropriate extension cord. 
Leaving the third prong of a plug open could expose you and your family to the threat of 
electric shock. 

9) B; Have it checked by a qualified service center before you use it again. 
Even if it functions normally, you should always have damaged appliances checked by a 
qualified service center. Be wary of older appliances, especially if you are not familiar with 
their history. 

10) A: Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). 
These devices monitor the current flowing into and out of a product. If the product is receiving 
more electricity than it is giving back, the GFCI immediately cuts off the current. 
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Annual Meeting 
of Members 16a-16c 

Highlights and photos from 
our annual meeting. 

Thank You! 16c 

Thanks to vendors who donat¬ 
ed door prizes for our annual 
meeting 

Wabash CEO 
Visits with EnerStar 
Representatives 16d 
Discussing the future of Wa¬ 
bash Valley Power Association 

Your Family is Unique Book¬ 
let Available 16d 

Save money with tips in this 
free booklet from EnerStar. 

Employee Spotlight 16e 
Meet Kent Milboum. 

May is Electrical 
Safety Month 16f 
Learn ways to keep your family 
safe around electricity. 

Safety Crossword 16g 
Know a lot about electrical 
safety? You could win $25! 

EnerStar Directors Receive 

National Certification ....16h 
DeWitt, Baggs and English are 

Credentialed Co-op Directors. 

Payment Options 16h 
Ways to manage your account 

and pay your bill. 

Members Attend Annual 
Meeting of Members 

embers who attended the re¬ 
cent EnerStar annual meeting 

held in March were updated on the 
cooperative happenings from the past 
year and learned more about the coop¬ 
erative’s future. The following article 
highlights the main topics discussed 
by Peter Kollinger, EnerStar’s CEO, 
during his presentation. 

Capital Credits 
The board of directors recently 

voted to return $171,173 in capital 
credits for the years 1954-1960. Any¬ 
one who was a member of EnerStar 
during that time can expect to begin 
receiving checks May 15 of this year. 
Capital credits are the margins the co¬ 
op makes after meeting all of the year’s 

financial obligations. This margin is 
allocated to members based on their 
usage each year. When the board of 
directors determines the co-op can 
financially afford to return these mar¬ 
gins, capital credits checks are issued. 

Retail Electric Rates 
Although fuel and electricity 

prices are increasing across the coun¬ 
try, members should expect EnerStar’s 
rates to remain stable in 2006. En¬ 
erStar had a cost of service study 
completed in 2004 that is now being 
updated. “Last year we anticipated 
rate changes in late 2006 or early 
2007. It now looks as though rate 
changes will be deferred until the 2nd 
quarter of 2007,” said Kollinger. The 

continued on page 16b 

EnerStar member, Bill George, visits with employee, Galen Satterfield (center), and 

board member, Carrol Drake. The annual meeting is a great opportunity for members 
to learn more about EnerStar and for EnerStar to learn about its members. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • May 2006 



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

co-op is considering rate options 
such as a declining rate block, de¬ 
mand rates and interruptible rates. 

Wholesale Power Costs 
Wholesale electric prices have 

increased due to fuel costs, econom¬ 
ic growth in the U.S. and overseas, 
a rise in demand for energy, increas¬ 
es in railroad shipping costs for coal, 
needed updates to the outdated 
national electrical transmission 
grid, and the rising cost of construc¬ 
tion materials that prohibits utilities 
from building generation plants. 
EnerStar’s generation and transmis¬ 
sion cooperative, Wabash Valley 
Power Association, has experienced 
generation cost increases and those 
increases are reflected in EnerStar’s 
monthly power cost adjustment on 
members’ bills. 

EnerStar Equity 
EnerStar has continued to 

increase its equity. “Our main fi¬ 
nancial goal is to reach 40 percent 
equity,” said Kollinger. “Since 2001 
we’ve increased our equity level 

from 17 percent to 26.4 percent. 
Last year we projected a 29 percent 
equity level for 2005. However, 
an impairment loss as shown on 
the financial statement prevented 
us from reaching our equity goal. 
This loss was a reduction in the fair 
market value of the peaking plant 
site near Murdock, Illinois. This 
site remains a viable location and 
Wabash Valley Power has the first 
right of refusal option that can be 
exercised until February 2007.” 

Reducing Power Outages and 
Improving Member Satisfaction 

The cooperative is taking ac¬ 
tive steps in reducing power outages 
and increasing member satisfaction. 
The cooperative is installing guy 
wire guards to reduce accidents and 
aluminum pole wraps to decrease 
animal-related outages. The co-op 
is also reducing outages through its 
proactive approach to right of way 
clearing. These efforts have reduced 
outages by 20 percent from three 
years ago. Kollinger stated, “It’s all 
part of our overall goal to reduce 

outages, improve system reliability 
and increase member satisfaction.” 

Computer Wares 
Kollinger highlighted the suc¬ 

cess of the cooperative’s subsidiary, 
Computer Wares. The business 
provides Internet service through¬ 
out east central Illinois, as well as 
network design and implementa¬ 
tion. Kollinger emphasized that the 
subsidiary provides the cooperative 
with valuable and expert techno¬ 
logical assistance. “Computer Wares 
continues to be a profitable success¬ 
ful business venture of the coopera¬ 
tive,” said Kollinger. ■ 

Mission statement 
EnerStar Power exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity to its member-owners while 
upholding our values of integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 



Left 
Tim Haddix, EnerStar System 

Engineer and Energy Advisor, 

discusses the many options available 

in energysaving compact fluorescent 

light bulbs. 

Center 
EnerStar members Jim Griffin (left) 

and Gene Mans (right) visit at the 

annual meeting. 

Below Left 
As is tradition, members enjoy a 

pancake and sausage breakfast served 

by EnerStar employees. 

Below Right 
Three members were re-elected to the 

EnerStar board of directors of during 

the co-op’s annual meeting. Standing 

from left are John Fell of Kansas and 

President/CEO Peter Kollinger. Seated 

are Gene Higginbotham of Martinsville 

and Tom DeWitt ofBrocton. 

Thank you to those who 
donated to the Enerstar Power 

67th Annual Meeting of Members 

/our support is greatly appreciated! 

Alice Pinkston - 
Candidate Edgar 
County Treasurer 

Altec 
Brownstown Electric 
Cintas Corporation 
Citizens National Bank 
Clear Talk Communications 
Computer Wares 

Delta Mobile Testing 
Dewitt Advertising 
D-l Supply 
Drake Scruggs 
Edgar County Bank & Trust 
Farm Credit Services 
First Bank & Trust 
First Neighbor Bank 
Fletcher-Reinhardt Co. 

Fred Biggs Supply Company 
Henigman Oil 
Floof N Paw 
Hughes Supply 
Lanman Oil 
Max & Diane’s 
Paris First Bank- 

Branch of State 
Bank of Chrisman 

Murphy Farm Seeds 
Reed City Power 

Line Supply 
Terry Elson—State 

Farm Insurance 
T & R Electric 
United Utility Supply 
Vermeer Sales & Service 
Weir's Florist 

- 
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Rick Coons, Wabash CEO, 
Visits with EnerStar Representatives 

Veter KoHinder (Left), EnerStar CEO, and Tom D&Witt (rUjht), EnerStar Board 

Ckatrnum, i/uvt with Kick Coons, CEO of Wabash Valley Sourer Association. 

At a recent meeting of the 
EnerStar board of directors, 

Wabash Valley Power Association’s 
(WVPA) CEO Rick Coons visited 
with EnerStar representatives to 
discuss the future of WVPA. 

The WVPA is a generation and 
transmission cooperative based in 
Indianapolis that provides whole- 
sale electricity to EnerStar Power 
and 26 other distribution systems in 
Indiana, Illinois and Michigan. 

“It’s an interesting time in the 
energy industry. We are making 
strategic movements to benefit Wa¬ 
bash and its member cooperatives 
for the long term,” said Coons. Wa¬ 
bash maintains a diversified power 
supply portfolio that combines a 
variety of wholesale market pricing 
products, effective energy manage¬ 
ment programs, and owned genera¬ 
tion. 

Coons joined Wabash Valley 
Power in 1979 as a senior accoun¬ 
tant and held several positions 
before being named CEO. A Certi¬ 
fied Public Accountant, he received 

a bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from Ball State University and an 
MBA in finance from Indiana Uni¬ 
versity. 

Useful Booklet Available from EnerStar Power 
Your Family Is Unique Has your electric bill ever 

caught you off guard? Have 
you ever wondered how to estimate 
your energy usage and cost? If so, 
the booklet Your Family is Unique 
could be just what you’ve been 
looking for. 

Your Family is Unique is an 
eight-page booklet that includes: 
• Tips on how to save energy. 
• Plans for vacation and seasonal 
usage. 
• An appliance energy usage 
guide. 
• A formula to estimate the cost 
of your family’s energy usage. 
• “Did you know” facts about ap¬ 
pliances, such as water pumps. 
• “Try this and save" tips for 
cheap household maintenance ideas 
that can save you money. 
• Answers to questions such as 
“Why is my electric bill higher than 
my neighbor’s” and “Is the meter ac¬ 

curate ?” 
“The Your Family is Unique pub¬ 

lication has been around for years, 
but it recently received a major 
renovation. It will continue to be a 
great tool for us to give to our mem¬ 
bers who are concerned about their 
electric usage,” says Tim Haddix, 
Systems Energy and Energy Advisor 
at EnerStar Power. Updates to the 
book include newer household gad¬ 
gets, such as cell phones and plasma 
televisions. 

Some people aren’t aware of 
just how much energy their family 
uses in a month. Things like phan¬ 
tom loads, appliances that consume 
small amounts of electricity even 
when turned off, and hot water us¬ 
age are some of the surprising causes 
of high electric bills. 

“Often times the member 
thinks the meter is inaccurate and 
that they can’t possibly be using 

that much electricity. This pub¬ 
lication helps them realize that 
they may be using more than they 
think,” Haddix says. 

To receive an updated Your 
Family is Unique booklet, contact 
Haddix at (800) 635-4145, exten¬ 
sion 617, or visit the cooperative’s 
Web site at www.enerstar.com. 
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Kent MUbourn 

Kent Milbourn, EnerStar’s As¬ 
sistant Line Foreman, has been 

on the job since 1988. His job du¬ 
ties include both underground and 
overhead construction, operating 
the cooperative’s boring machine, 

and just about anything else that 
comes his way. 

Kent graduated from Paris High 
School in 1982. A Journeyman 
Lineman, he worked through a four- 
step apprenticeship while on the job 

j at EnerStar after attending Illinois 
Power Lineman School. Besides his 
on-the-job training, he has attended 
many additional “cooperative class¬ 
es” throughout his EnerStar career 
like underground line school and 
metering classes. 

Kent and his wife, Kelly, a reg¬ 
istered nurse at Paris Community 
Hospital, are very busy with their 
family. They have four children: 
Skylar, Mattie, Chandler and Kloe. 
Kent has spent many a day coach¬ 
ing boys’ baseball, girls’ softball, 
and basketball at the Paris YMCA. 
When he isn’t at a children’s 
sporting event, Kent enjoys golf, 
NASCAR, cooking on the grill and 
working in the yard. 

Whether it is restoring the 

power here at home or helping out 
a cooperative in other parts of the 
country, Kent “enjoys the hard work 
and gratification you get when you 
get a member’s lights back on.” 
Like other EnerStar linemen, Kent 
volunteered to lend a hand in the 
power restoration efforts in areas 
ravaged by Hurricane Katrina and 
Hurricane Rita. 

Besides being a co-op employ¬ 
ee, Kent is an EnerStar member. 
When asked what Kent thought 
was important for members to un¬ 
derstand about EnerStar Power, he 
believed that understanding how 
dedicated the EnerStar employees 
are was very important. He said, 
“The employees at EnerStar are 
here to make the cooperative ser¬ 
vices as reliable and dependable as 
possible. We’re people helping other 
local people.” 

Three Ways to Pay Your Electric Bill Each Month 
Credit Cards 

To make bill payment easier 
for our members, EnerStar accepts 
Visa and MasterCard, whether it is 
a one-time payment or a recurring 
payment. 

Automatic Payments 
Save time and money by hav¬ 

ing your monthly bill payments 
deducted directly from your check¬ 
ing or savings account. There is no 
forgetting to pay or worrying about 
payment if you are away from home. 
And you still receive a monthly 
statement showing your amount 

Budget Billing 
Now is the time to sign up for 

Budget Billing. This is a fixed bud¬ 
get plan based on the applicant’s 
previous 12-month billing history. If 
you are on a budget or fixed income, 
or just want a steady monthly bill, 
this plan might be just what you 
need. 

For more information on any of 
these options, contact a Member 

Accounts Representative at (800) 
635-4145. 

EnerStar’s office will be 
Monday, May 29,2006, 
In observance of Memorial 
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May is National Electrical Safety Month 

By Sttwy Slaiton, ICL Intern 

Ys a normal night in this family’s home: Mom is cooking dinner with a countertop grill in 
.the kitchen, Dad is working on an e-mail in his office, their daughter is in her room listen¬ 

ing to her stereo and their son is playing video games in the living room. What do all these 
different activities have in common? They all use electricity. 

Many people may not realize how much electricity is actually used in everyday life. 
May is deemed National Electrical Safety Month because of electricity’s importance in our 
lives. We need to make safety checks, not only in May, but year around, to ensure that our 
homes are protected from electrical hazards. 

According to the National Fire Protection Association, electrical failures cause more 
than 40,000 fires, 325 deaths and 1,350 injuries each year. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission estimates that thousands of injuries from electric shocks and burns occur each year, with one death every 25 
hours. Billions of dollars in personal property damage also occurs as a result of these mishaps. 

You can easily avoid these disasters if you do routine safety checks of the electrical areas in your home. The Electrical 
Safety Foundation International (ESFI) has compiled a checklist to help you evaluate your home’s electrical safety and 
make changes if needed. 

Outlets and Plugs 

■ Check for outlets that have loose-fitting plugs, 
which can overheat. 

■ Never remove the ground pin (the third prong) to 
make it fit a two-conductor outlet. 

■ Never force a plug into an outlet if it doesn’t fit. 

■ Avoid overloading outlets with too manyappli- 
ances. 

■ Replace any missing or broken wall plates. 

■ Make sure there are safety covers on all un-used 
outlets that are accessible to children. 

■ Check for any hot or discolored outlet wallplates; 
this may indicate dangerous heat buildup. 

Light Bulbs 
■ Check the wattage of all bulbs in the home to 

ensure they are the correct wattage for the recep¬ 
tacle, and replace any that are higher than recom¬ 
mended. 

■ Make sure bulbs are screwed in securely — loose 
bulbs may overheat. 

Power and Extension Cords 

■ Ensure all cords are not frayed or cracked. 

■ Cords should never be nailed or stapled to the 
wall, baseboard or another object. 

■ Do not place cords in high traffic areas or under 
carpets, rugs or furniture. 

■ Extension cords should only be used temporarily. 

■ Ensure extension cords and electrical products are 
listed by an independent testing facility such as 
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 

Circuit Breakers and Fuses 

■ Circuit breakers and fuses should be the correct 
size and rating for their circuit. 

■ Always replace a fuse with one of the same size. 

■ Create a circuit map that clearly identifies all out¬ 
lets, fixtures and major appliances. 

GFCIs and AFCIs 

■ Ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) and arc 
fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs) should be tested 
onthly and after every major electrical storm. 

For more electrical safety information contact your local cooperative or visit ESFI online at www.esfi.org. 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 (217) 463- 

4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Simply complete 
this crossword with 
the correct answers. 
Remember to fill in 
your contact infor¬ 
mation. If you need 
a little assistance, all 
answers are listed 
below but you must 
unscramble them 
first! One winner 
will be drawn from 
all entries received 
by May 31, 2006. 

Enter to win a 

electric bill credit 
Across 
1. After a watch out for downed power lines and 

4. 

anything they might come in contact with such as 
puddles of water and metal fences. 
Do not assume that all overhead power lines are 
insulated. Most electric utility lines are bare. Some are 
only partially insulated and are still to touch. 

8. 

9. 

Be sure your family has an evacuation 
of a fire. 
If an appliance falls into water,  

in case 

it before you 

11. 
12. 

touch it and have it repaired before you use it again. 
 and electricity don’t mix. 
Make sure are not damaged or frayed before 

14. 
15. 

you use them. 
Never climb a tree near a    
It is not to touch a power line with any pole. The 

line. 

17. 
18. 

same goes for an antenna, ladder or other object. Look 
up and watch out for power lines when working outside. 
Keep a extinguisher in the kitchen at all times. 
Use safety covers on all unused especially in 
homes where children or grandchildren are present. 

Down 
2. Never remove the prong from a plug to make it 

3. 
fit in an outlet. 
Never attempt to retrieve a kite or 
power line. 

caught in a 

5. 

6. 

7. 
puncture it. 
Remember to test the in your smoke/fire 

9. 
10. 

12. 

13. 

alarms frequently. Changing the batteries the day that 
daylight saving time begins is a good reminder. 
Don’t run a cord a rug; it could cause a fire. 
The American Mark of Safety is the Mark. 
G.F.C.I. stands for Ground-Fault Interrupter. 

16. 

Metal, tree limbs and the human body all  
electricity. 
A shuts off a circuit when it is overloaded. You 
have to replace it after it turns an overloaded circuit off. 

Source: Adams Outlet 

REIF 
NURED 
OPREW 
FAES 
LU 

MORTS 
SUFE 
IRCITUC 
STLEOTU 
GLUPNU 

ROCSD 
LINA 
NUCTOCD 
NPLA 
LABONOL 

REWAT 
HDIRT 
GAOUNRESD 
STREABTIE 
PTOS 

Name: 

Children should wait until their school bus has come to a 
complete before stepping onto the roadway. 
Never or staple a cord to a wall because you might 

Address: 
City:   
Daytime Phone:. 

Enclose completed crossword 
puzzles in your monthly electric 
statement or mail to: 

EnerStar Power 
11597 Illinois Highway 1 

Paris, IL 61944 

Crossword Deadline: Friday, May 31, 2006 
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EnerStar Directors Receive National Certification 
What is one way for an electric 

cooperative to make sure it 
is heading in a positive direction? 
By training its local directors on 
the unique challenges a not-for- 
profit cooperative faces in a rapidly 
changing electric utility industry. 

With that goal in mind, Ener¬ 
Star directors Don Baggs of Mar¬ 
shall, Tom DeWitt of Newman and 
Dale English of Paris were recently 
recognized for completing the “Cre- 
dentialed Cooperative Directors” 
program offered by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (NRECA). Directors, Jeff Zim¬ 
merman of Oakland, Carroll Drake 

of Paris, and John Fell of Kansas 
previously received their certifica¬ 
tion. 

The directors took lessons in 
today’s rapidly changing utility 
business. Course work is broad in 
scope including everything from 
understanding financial statements 
to electric distribution techniques 
to being an effective board member 
who makes solid strategic decisions 
for the future. 

Each of the nation’s nearly 
1,000 not-for-profit electric coops, 
like EnerStar Power, are owned 
by the member-owners they serve. 
Coop directors are elected from and 

by the membership of your local 
electric cooperative. It is their duty 
to understand the industry in order 
to make critical governing decisions 
for the coop. And, while they do 
receive small per diem, much of the 
work they do is done on their own 
time, including attending monthly 
board meetings and traveling to 
obtain future education about the 
industry. 

EnerStar would like to congrat¬ 
ulate Don, Tom and Dale on their 
accomplishment and thank them 
for the time they spend “above and 
beyond”the job. 

There’s more than one way to light up your night. 

As Touchstone Energy’s national alliance of 

625 cooperatives...we shine as one. 

See the Touchstone Energy Hot Air Balloon during the Annual 
Macomb Balloon Rally on September 8-9 and at the Galena 

Halloween Balloon Festival on Oct. 27-29. 

And speaking of lighting up your night, contact your local 
electric cooperative for information about safe and inexpensive 
security lights. 

flHBjgr 

Erier^^* 
Touchstone Energy® / 

The power of human connections ® 



Noland Picked to Head 
AIEC 16d 

Meet Duane Noland, new 
President/CEO of our statewide 
organization 

Youth to Springfield.. 16e 

EnerStar takes two students to 
meet local congressmen 

Employee Spotlight .. 16e 

Meet IT Manager Jim Lewis 

10 Summer Safety 
Tips 16f 

Outdoor electric safety for you 
and your kids 

Co-op Receives Safety 
Award 16f 

EnerStar honored for low acci¬ 
dent/illness record 

Safety Day Teaches 4th Graders 
About Electricity 

Kyle Finley performed a live line demonstrtaion to show students how electricity 
works and how to stay safe. 

To Report a Power 
Outage 16g 

Four steps to follow during an 
outage 

Gas Pump Sticker 
Shock 16g 

Tips to cope with higher prices 

JULIE 16h 

Why you need to make this im¬ 
portant call before you dig 

The safety of our members is im¬ 
portant to EnerStar, so through¬ 

out the year, EnerStar does its part to 
promote consumer education about 
how electricity works and how to 
prevent electrical accidents. We con¬ 
sider it part of our responsibility to our 
communities to make sure people of 
all ages respect electricity and know 
how to be careful around it. 

A perfect place to spread the 
word is with the youth in our com¬ 
munity. Teaching electrical safety at a 

young age ensures those lessons 
and concepts will remain with the 
children as they mature into adults. 
That is why for the fifth consecutive 
year, EnerStar Power sponsored the 
4th Grade Safety Day in late April. 
The event is a prelude to the cooper¬ 
ative’s observance of Electric Safety 
Month in May. 

“Events like these are an impor¬ 
tant part of EnerStar’s mission,” said 
Angela Griffin, EnerStar’s Director of 

continued on page 16b 
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UPtMO It 
EnerStar member Delmar Bell spoke to students about his electrical accident and 

how it changed his life. 

Marketing and Communications. 
“It gives us a chance to showcase 
the cooperative’s role in the com- 
munity while educating our young 
on how to handle an electrical 
emergency.” 

The first part of the program is 
a demonstration presented by Kyle 
Finley, owner of Live Line Demo, 
Inc. Finley teaches the students how 
electricity travels through wires. 
The display contains 7,200 volts of 
electricity and is constructed with 
the same poles, transformers and 
line hardware used by EnerStar. 
But he takes his lesson further as he 
teaches the children what happens 
if a kite hits a power line or a truck 
backs into a utility pole. With the 
use of props such as a fake squirrel, a 
hot dog and a balloon, Finley teach- 
es the children about the many dan¬ 
gers of electricity and how to be safe 
around it. 

The Live Line Demo is fol¬ 
lowed with the testimonial of En- 
erStar member Delmar Bell, a Paris 
farmer who was injured in a power 
line accident more than 20 years 
ago. The accident caused Bell the 
loss of his arms. He spoke to the stu¬ 
dents because, “I want young chil¬ 

dren to learn from my mistakes. I 
never knew the slogan ‘Look up and 
live.’” Bell says he has learned from 
Finley’s presentation and expressed 
it is very important for EnerStar to 
host these kinds of safety programs. 

“We really appreciate Delmar 
taking time out of his busy sched¬ 
ule to attend the Safety Day each 
year,” says Griffin. “I admire the 
fact that he can take a tragedy and 
turn it into a positive experience. 
His message really drives home the 
importance of being safe around 
electricity.” Griffin added that many 
of the students’ thank you notes 
made reference to the valuable les¬ 
son they learned from Bell. 

Kaila, one of those who wrote to 
EnerStar, said, “Thank you for using 
your time to teach us about power. I 
did not know that if you hit a tele¬ 
phone pole and the wires fell that the 
safest place is in the car. I checked my 
grandma’s house for GFI (outlets) and 
she had GFI in her bathroom.” 

Following the Bell’s discussion, 
the students also had the opportunity 
to witness the important role of the 
utility lineman. They watched Jour¬ 
neyman Lineman Troy Lewis climb 
a utility pole and lift the bucket in a 

utility truck. Lewis and fellow Jour¬ 
neyman Lineman Archie Eslinger 
told the children about their job and 
why it is important, and allowed the 
children to try on their gear. The 
children were amazed that the equip¬ 
ment was so heavy, especially the 
20-pound tool belt. 

Students and teachers rave 
about what a fun and rewarding ex¬ 
perience they have at the Safety Day. 
Mrs. Cummins, a 4th grade teacher 
at Kansas Grade School, was one of 
many teachers who sent EnerStar 
a thank you packet with drawings 
and letters from all her students. She 
said, “We would like to thank you for 
inviting us to attend the 4th Grade 
Safety Day. Mr. Finely and Mr. Bell 
do a wonderful job of teaching the 
students about the importance of 
being safe around electricity and 
electrical lines. Mr. Finley has a cha¬ 
risma that keeps the students atten¬ 
tion during the entire presentation. 
That enthusiasm and energy makes 
a strong impact on the students and 
energy makes a strong impact on the 
students and they remember what 
they are being taught.” 

Journeyman Lineman Troy Lewis 

explained the important role of 

utility workers. 
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Mrs. Cummins continued, 
“Mr. Bell’s story is just as important. 
Many times children can be told 
and taught information, but without 
actually seeing the consequences 
they don’t truly understand or take 
it to heart. I really appreciate Mr. 
Bell’s willingness to share his story 
with the students.” 

Overall, the event was a huge 
success as many students learned 
the importance of safety around 
electricity and more about the lo¬ 
cal electric cooperative. EnerStar 
and its employees are proud of what 
they accomplish each year. “It’s a 
neat program when kids have fun 
learning,” concluded Griffin. 

Journeyman Lineman Archie Eslinger assists the children trying on line gear. 
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Noland Picked to Head 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

Duane Noland, AIEC President/CEO, visits with EnerStar’s President/ 
CEO Peter Kollinger. Noland is visiting member cooperatives through¬ 
out the state to learn more about cooperative needs on a local level. 

Duane Noland, recently named 
President/CEO of the Associa¬ 

tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC), visited the EnerStar coopera¬ 
tive office in May. Mr. Noland met 
with several EnerStar employees to 
learn more about our local cooperative. 
Based out of Springfield, the AIEC 
provides EnerStar with legal, engineer¬ 
ing, communications, safety training, 
legislative representation and other 
services 

Before accepting the position 
with the AIEC, Noland served as 
Vice President of Hickory Point 
Bank and Trust. From 1990 to 2003 
he was a member of the Illinois Gen¬ 
eral Assembly, serving two terms in 
the Illinois Senate and four terms in 
the Illinois House of Representatives. 
As a state senator, Noland served as 
assistant majority leader, and vice 
chair of the Agriculture and Conser¬ 
vation Committee. One of the many 
leadership awards Noland received 
was the Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Public Service Award. 

Noland is also vice president 
of Noland Farms and the seventh 
generation to operate the 2.500-acre 
centennial family farm in Macon and 
Christian counties. Noland and his 
wife Tina have three children and 
reside in rural Blue Mound, 111. 

An active civic and agricultural 

leader, Noland has served on the 
board of directors of organizations 
such as Millikin University, Decatur 
Memorial Hospital, the Grain and 
Feed Association of Illinois, Macon 
County Farm Bureau Foundation, the 
American Red Cross and the Illinois 
Corn Growers Association. 

Useful Booklet Available from EnerStar Power 
Your Family Is Unique 

Has your electric bill ever caught 
you off guard? Have you ever 

wondered how to estimate your energy 
usage and cost? If so, the booklet Your 
Family is Unique could be just what 
you’ve been looking for. 

Your Family is Unique is an eight- 
page booklet that includes: 

• Tips on how to save energy. 
• Plans for vacation and seasonal 

usage. 
• An appliance energy usage guide. 
• A formula to estimate the cost of 

your family’s energy usage. 
• “Did you know” facts about 

appliances. 
• “Try this and save" tips for cheap 

household maintenance ideas that 
can save you money. 

• Answers to questions such as 
“Why is my electric bill higher 
than my neighbor’s” and “Is the 
meter accurate?” 

“The Your 
Family is Unique 
publication has 
been around 
for years, but it re¬ 
cently received a 
major renovation. 
It will continue to 
be a great tool for 
us to give to our 
members who 
are concerned 
about their elec¬ 
tric usage,” says 
Tim Haddix, 
Systems Energy 
and Energy 
Advisor at EnerStar Power. Updates 
to the book include newer household 
gadgets, such as cell phones and 
plasma televisions. 

Some people aren’t aware of just 
how much energy their family uses in 
a month. Things like phantom loads 

(appliances that 
> consume small 
[ amounts of elec¬ 

tricity even when 
turned off), and 
hot water usage are 

( some of the sur¬ 
prising causes of 
high electric bills. 
“Often times the 

member thinks the 
meter is inaccurate 
and that they can’t 
possibly be using 
that much electric¬ 
ity. This publication 
helps them realize 

that they may be using more than they 
think.” Haddix says. 

To receive an updated Your 
Family is Unique booklet, contact 
Haddix at (800) 635-4145, extension 
617, or visit the cooperative’s Web 
site at www.enerstar.com. 
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Youth to Springfield 

Senator Dale Righter and Rep¬ 
resentative Roger Eddy met 

with two students, Adam Cash of 
Paris and Kyle Swalls of Marshall, 
representing EnerStar Power during 
the Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives' Youth Day on Wednes¬ 
day, April 5, in Springfield. Students 
had an opportunity to view state 

government in action, tour the State 
Capitol, Illinois Supreme Court, 
Old State Capital and the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum. 

The day was sponsored by 
the Illinois electric and tele¬ 
phone co-ops and is designed to 
introduce young rural leaders to 
state government. 

Sop Employee SpotUght 
NCWS Jim Lewis IT Manager and Computer Wares Manager 

Working behind the scenes at 
EnerStar Power is Jim Lewis. 

Jim serves as EnerStar’s IT Manager. 

But don’t let the behind the scenes 
part make you think that his job is not 
“mission critical.” 

If a job involves a computer or 
data, Jim is probably responsible 
for it. It’s hard for some people to 
imagine what all that involves, as 
there is an incredible amount of data 
that flows through the EnerStar of¬ 
fice. Whether it is installing new 
hardware, working through software 
bugs or backing up data, Jim is 
involved. He is responsible for the 
cooperative’s telephone system and 
the IVR system by which members 
can quickly notify EnerStar about a 
power outages. Jim is also very in¬ 
volved in the cooperative’s electronic 
mapping system. Besides all that, 
Jim is responsible for managing the 
cooperative’s wholly owned subsid¬ 
iary, Computer Wares, in Paris. 

It is by way of Computer 
Wares that Jim began his employ¬ 
ment at EnerStar. From 1978 to 
2000, Jim owned the local comput¬ 
er supply store and Internet service 
provider. In 2000, EnerStar ac¬ 
quired the company and Jim began 
his employment at the cooperative. 
Besides his technical experience, 
he has much to offer the business 
side of the cooperative being a for¬ 
mer business owner himself. 

“I enjoy having a variety of 
things to do that utilize my techni¬ 
cal expertise,” said Jim. 

Jim has been an EnerStar mem¬ 
ber since 1985. He spends most of 
his free time swimming, biking and 
gardening. The “girls in the Ener¬ 
Star office” will tell you that Jim is 
a doting grandpa, and that’s how he 
spends the rest of his free time. 
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10 Tips to Stay Safe this Summer 
Summertime brings people 

out of doors. Whether head¬ 
ing outside for summer fun or 
yard work, EnerStar Power and 
Safe Electricity recommend 
that families review and follow 
simple safety rules to avoid out¬ 
door electrical hazards that can 
cause serious injury or death. Of 
particular concern are overhead 
power lines and the added dan¬ 
gers of using electricity outdoors 
around water. 

Tips for outdoor projects 
1. Look up and around you. Al¬ 

ways be aware of the location 
of power lines, particularly 
when using long metal tools 
like ladders, pool skimmers 
and pruning poles when in¬ 
stalling rooftop antennas and 
satellite dishes, or when doing 
roof repair work. 
2. Be especially careful when 

working near power lines at¬ 
tached to your house. Keep 
equipment and yourself at least 
10 feet from lines. Never trim 
trees near power lines - leave 
that to the professionals. 
3. If your projects include dig¬ 

ging, like building a deck or 
planting a tree, call your util¬ 
ity locating service before you 
begin. Never assume the loca¬ 
tion or depth of underground 
utility lines. 
4. Be careful using electrical ap¬ 

pliances outdoors. Whether it 
is a lawn and gardening de¬ 
vice, a bug zapper, an electric 
charcoal lighter, a radio or CD 
player, caution must be exer¬ 
cised. Be sure you use outlets 
that have ground fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCI) to prevent 
serious shock injuries. Use 
portable GFCIs for outdoor 
outlets that don’t have them. 
5. Make sure extension cords 

are in good shape, and not 

frayed or cracked. Use only 
extension cords that are rated 
for outdoor use, and are large 
enough to handle the current 
needed for the device you are 
using. Check that the prongs 
on the extension cord plugs 
are clean, not broken or bent. 
Make sure the ground prong 
is intact in a three-prong plug, 
and avoid use of adapters for 
safety reasons. 

Tips for kids 
6. Never climb trees near power 

lines. Even if the power lines 
aren’t touching the tree, 
they could touch when more 
weight is added to the branch. 

7. Fly kites and model airplanes 
safely away from trees and 
overhead power lines. If a kite 
gets tangled in a tree that’s 

near power lines, don’t climb 
up to get it. Contact your elec¬ 
tric utility for assistance. 

8. Never climb a utility pole 
or tower. Don't play on or 
around pad-mounted electrical 
equipment. 

9. Never go into an electric sub¬ 
station. Electric substations 
contain high-voltage equip¬ 
ment, which can kill you. 
Don’t retrieve a toy or rescue 
a pet that goes inside. Call 
your electric utility instead. 

10. Water and electricity never 
mix! Keep electronics away 
from pools and hot tubs, and 
watch for overhead power 
lines when cleaning pools, 
sailing, or fishing. 

For more information on electri¬ 
cal safety, visit www.SafeElec- 
tricity.org. 

Co-op Receives Award at 
Safety Conference 

EnerStar Power received a safety honor at the Safety/Su¬ 
pervisory Technical Conference held in Springfield. The 

award is given to cooperatives with very low accident or illness 
records for 2005. The conference is sponsored annually by the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC). From left 
are Warehouseman Greg Ghent, Line Foreman Greg Holling¬ 
sworth, Line Superintendent Mike Clark and AIEC Manager 
of Safety Roger Larkin. 
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How to Cope with Sticker-Shock 
at the Gas Pump 

If you’re concerned about rising 
gas prices over the long haul, con¬ 
sider investing in a new car. If you do 
a lot of driving in city or stop-and-go 
traffic, gas-electric hybrid models by 
manufacturers like Honda, Toyota 
and Ford will save you money on gas 
and your taxes, thanks to tax incen¬ 
tives passed by Congress in the 2005 
energy bill. 

But if a new car purchase isn't 
feasible, here are some tips for mak¬ 
ing gas money stretch for the car 
that’s already in the driveway: 
• Keep tires inflated to recommend¬ 
ed tire pressures. 
• When it's time for new tires, 
choose a low-rolling resistance tire 
comparable in quality to the ones 
you already use. 
• Avoid letting your engine run idle. 

• Get regular oil changes, air filter 
changes and engine tune-ups. 
• Consider carpooling or 

alternate means of 
transportation like bik¬ 
ing, walking or public 

transportation. 

After gasoline prices spiked last 
year and consumers enjoyed a 

brief period of stabilization, motor¬ 
ists are feeling the bite of increases 
at the pump again. According to 
the U.S. Department of Energy 
and other energy experts in 
government and the pri¬ 
vate sector, gasoline will 
continue its upward 
price climb, even if 
this summer’s storms 
don’t cause major 
disruption in oil 
supplies, refinery 
operations and 
delivery to service 
stations. 

Worldwide 
demand is now 
part of this picture. 
China’s thirst for oil 
products is going up twice 
as fast as our own demand in the U.S. 

It’s not a good idea to rush to the 
pump and fill up in a panic, even if 
you think prices will continue to go 
up. Instead, conserve gas and fill up 
when you must. 

To Report a Power Outage Emergency 
Call us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at 

(217) 463-4145 or (800) 635-4145 

1. Check the fuses or breakers in 
your home. 

2. Check the breakers below the 
meter if the meter is located on 
a yard pole. 

3. Call your neighbors. If their 
power is also off, ask if they 
have reported the power out¬ 
age. Please do not assume the 
outage has been reported. Your 

home may be the only home ex¬ 
periencing the outage. 

4. Call EnerStar Power to report 
your power outage. In order for 
us to process your call more 
quickly, please be prepared to 
give the name, address, account 
number and telephone number for 
the account without power. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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JULIE - Call Before you Dig! 
Digging Responsibly is the Only Way to Dig 

Most electrical equipment is 
above ground, practically 

everywhere. But, how often do you 
think about the electrical lines hid¬ 
den beneath the surface? They're 
out of sight, out of mind. That’s the 
beauty of it. However, you must 
consider that underground electrical 
lines can be anywhere at any depth. 
In fact, if you could see beneath the 
surface, you’d find a vast network 
of facilities including gas, oil and 
petroleum, telephone lines, cable 
TV, water and sewer. Underground 
facilities are everywhere. Often, the 
path of these lines is unpredictable. 

What is JULIE? 
Every time you dig, you are 

required by Illinois law to call JU¬ 
LIE. JULIE is the “Illinois One-Call 
System” for locating and marking 
all underground facilities. JULIE 
stands for Joint Utility Locating 
Information for Excavators. Excava¬ 
tors applies to all homeowners and 
professional contractors...in other 
words, everyone. To reach JULIE, 
call (800) 892-0123. 

JULIE acts as a communica¬ 
tion link, taking information about 
planned digging projects and dis¬ 
tributing the information to utilities. 
You might say, “But I’m only using 
a shovel. I’m not digging that deep.” 
Whether you're using a shovel or a 
backhoe, it doesn't matter. You could 
be locating a garden, planting trees, 
moving a mailbox or putting in a new 
clothesline. Facilities can be located 
anywhere under the surface. 

Necessary Information 
for Each Call 

Safe digging starts when you 
contact JULIE and the process is 
really quite simple. The person plac¬ 
ing the call to JULIE should be the 
same person who will be doing the 
digging. Excavators must place their 
own calls. The locate request should 
be made at least 48 hours (two 
working days, excludes weekends 
and holidays) in advance of the start 
of excavation. 

The project must be started 
within 14 days from your call. If 
possible, mark the area where you 
will be digging with white paint or 
flags. This will help the utility loca¬ 
tor properly identify your project 
area. If the markings become un¬ 
clear at any time before or during 
your project, call JULIE to have the 
markings refreshed and be prepared 
to wait an additional 48 hours. Do 
not call JULIE on Saturday or Sun¬ 
day for a project to be marked on 
the same weekend. Member compa¬ 
nies only respond to emergencies on 
these days—not routine projects. 

When you call, be prepared to 
give the JULIE operator the follow¬ 
ing information: 

• Your name, address and a phone 
number at which you can be 
reached. This is essential in case 
the utility has questions. Delays 
may occur if the utility locator is 
unable to contact you. 

• The county and city OR county 
and unincorporated township 
name where you will be digging. 
If you are digging in an unincor¬ 
porated area be prepared to give 
the operator directions. 

• The location at which the excava¬ 
tion will take place, which may 
include but not be limited to 

address, cross street (within 1/4 
mile) and subdivision name (if it 
applies). 

• The start date and time of the 
planned excavation. 

• The type and extent (size of 
excavation area) of the work in¬ 
volved, including if white paint, 
flags and/or stakes were used to 
outline the proposed excavation 
area. 

• Section and quarter-section num¬ 
bers from your plat of survey if 
available. 

Digging into an underground 
line could cause serious injuries or 
death. If someone neglects to call 
JULIE and digs into a line, that 
person is responsible for the costs to 
make repairs. Building a permanent 
structure above ground without call¬ 
ing JULIE is also a major risk. If 
underground facilities run beneath 
your new building or under that new 
swimming pool, it’s your responsi¬ 
bility to pay for repairs. Don’t take 
chances. The call to JULIE is free to 
both homeowners and professionals. 
The program is funded by member 
utilities. An operator is available 24- 
hours/day, 7 days/week. 

For safety guidelines and other 
information about JULIE, visit 
www.illinois 1 call.com. 

Call 
Before 
You Dig 

Gas, oil or 
petroleum 

Electric 

Communication 
telephone, tv 

Potable water 

Safety green 

Proposed area 
of evacuation 

High visibility 
yellow 

Fire protection 
red 

Alert Orange 

Precaution blue 

Safety green 

Safety white 

In 2005, EnerStar Power 
handled 1,344 JULIE locates on our lines. 
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Carving Welcomes Visitors 
To Twin Lakes Park 

When EnerStar member Bill 
Vaughn was a child, he spent 

a considerable amount of time at Twin 
Lakes Park on the northern edge of 
Paris. Back then the park’s activities 
included amusement rides, a swimming 
area, boat rides and a dance pavilion. 
While his parents “swung their partner” 
in a square dance, Vaughn would play 
tag around the abundant trees that lined 
the lakefront. 

Over the years, the landscape 
changed considerably at the park but 

many of those same trees remained 
along the lakefront. The trees provided 
an opportunity for Vaughn to fondly 
remember his childhood. On one of his 
many slow rides through the park, he 
noticed one tree in particular that need¬ 
ed to come down. Age and weather had 
taken its toll on it. Someone needed 
to do something with that tree and 
Vaughn had just the idea. 

Vaughn, who carves wood as a 
hobby, had an inspiration to carve the 
tree trunk into something that would 

continued on page 16b 
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welcome park visitors. He knew 
he wanted something with a patri¬ 
otic theme. As he considers himself 
somewhat of a civil war buff, he 
decided to create a seven-foot statue 
of Abraham Lincoln, partly because 
he admired the man but also due to 
Lincoln’s ties to Paris during the 
early years of his career. 

So he began his work in the 
early summer of 2004. But the old 
tree, which turned out to be an ash 
tree, had ideas of its own. As Vaughn 
carved, he realized the center of the 
tree was hollow. His original plan 
was not going to work. 

"The tree dictated to me how it 
would be carved,” said Vaughn, and a 
new design inspiration came to him. 

The final product features the 
face of Lincoln carved predomi¬ 
nately on the front of the tree trunk. 
An early American flag covers the 
top. Proudly perched on the flag is 
an American Bald eagle, a symbol of 
our American freedom. 

Vaughn choose paint colors 
reminiscent of the buildings in Co¬ 
lonial Williamsburg such as “Steeple 
White,” “New England Red” and 
“Navy Blue.” He intentionally did 
not shellac the carving. “I want it to 
weather itself and let the colors natu¬ 
rally change with time,” Vaughn said. 

On one side of the carving 
Vaughn carved an ax similar to those 
used by the early settlers. “I chose the 
ax because it represents the American 
way,” said Vaughn. “The early Ameri¬ 
cans understood that hard work was a 
necessary part of life and something 
we should never shy away from.” He 
also pointed out that Lincoln was a 
rail-splitter and worked hard his entire 
life. On the other side of the carving 
is a Springfield rifle. The Union Army 
commonly used the weapon during the 
American Civil War. 

Most of the carving was com¬ 
pleted with a chain saw using a 1-inch 
tip. Some carving was done by hand, 
such as Lincoln’s eyes and the back 
feathers of the eagle. 

Vaughn says he really enjoyed 
creating the monument. “I laugh that 
this carving was done one-handed. 1 
would be out here working and people 
would drive by and wave or give me 
the thumbs up and of course, I al- 

continued on page 16c 
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Visiting Paris And 
Twin Lakes Park? 

How about a game of miniature golf! 

continued from page 16b 

ways waved back,” chuckled Vaughn. 
“Seems people enjoyed checking on 
my progress throughout that summer.” 

Since the summer of 2004, 
'Vaughn enjoys carving walking 
sticks and bears. He even has a 
large bear carving in his truck bed 
that offers a wave to passing motor¬ 
ists. “That bear has brought a lot 
of smiles to people passing me,” 
laughed Vaughn. 

Twin Lakes Miniature Golf 

Summer hours 
Tuesday through Friday 

2:00-10:00 
Saturday and Sunday 11:00-10:00 

General admission $3 
Ages 6 and under admission $2 

Special Offer: 
10 game card punch for $2 
Saves you a dollar a game! 

Now Open 
Batting cages! 

Call for details! 

For more information, call 465-4745 

American Bald Eagle 
Did you know? 

The Bald Eagle can be found 
from Alaska to the northern bor¬ 

der of Mexico and from the Pacific to 
Atlantic coast. It is the ONLY eagle 
that is found exclusively on the North 
American continent. It is a true “na¬ 
tive American”. 

It is a very large and powerful 
bird, males weighing from seven to 
10 pounds with wingspans of more 
than six feet, and females weighing 
up to 14 pounds with wingspans up 
to eight feet. 

Bald Eagles mate for life and 
build large nests that are used year 
ifter year. Often the annual nest- 

rpreparation includes additional 
construction increasing the size of 
an already large nest. In time some 

nests have been known to reach 10 
feet in diameter. 

Female eagles lay two or three 
eggs each year that hatch after an incu¬ 
bation period of about 35 days. Within 
about three months the young eaglets 
are capable of flight and quickly learn 
to hunt and fend for themselves. 

The white crown that makes the 
Bald Eagle so quickly recognizable, 
along with its white tail feathers, do 
not appear until the eagles reach four 
or five years of age. Bald Eagles nor¬ 
mally live up to 30 years. 

Bald Eagles are protected under 
the National Emblem Act of 1940, 
also known as the Bald Eagle Protec¬ 
tion Act. They were further protected 
under the Endangered Species Act, 

and stiff penalties are imposed for 
killing, harassing, possessing or sell¬ 
ing Bald Eagles. 
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Keeping Kids Safe 
EnerStar participates in Progressive Agricultural Safety Day 

EnerStar’s Journeyman Lineman 
Keith Borchers recently partici¬ 

pated in the Progressive Agricultural 
Safety Day for children in K-5th 
grade in Chrisman. The event was 
held on Friday, May 12, and was con¬ 
ducted by the Carle Center for Rural 
Health and Farm Safety along with 
the University of Illinois Extension, 
Edgar Unit, in conjunction with the 
Progressive Agricultural Foundation. 

According to Amy Hunter, Farm 
Safety Specialist at Carle Founda¬ 
tion Hospital and coordinator for the 
event, children often see farm and 
livestock operations as exciting play¬ 
grounds. providing endless hours of 
fun and adventure. But these facilities 

and the livestock and equipment on 
them can set the stage for tragedy. 

Each year, many children are 
killed or injured on America’s farms 
and ranches. According to Hunter, 
"This year, safety days such as this one 
are being held in 350 locations across 
the U.S., Canada, the U.S. Virgin Is¬ 
lands and American Samoa to teach 
rural children how to prevent injuries 
and reduce the risk of farm incidents.” 

During the safety days, children 
participate in interactive activities 
that reinforce the importance of tak¬ 
ing responsibility for their own safe¬ 
ty, respecting parents’ safety rules 
and sharing safety tips with their 
family and friends. Hands-on dem¬ 

onstrations teach participants lifesav¬ 
ing first aid techniques and reveal the 
hidden hazards of farm surroundings. 

Borchers, along with help from 
Neon Leon and Lightnin’ Liz, uses a 
tabletop safety display that uses real 
electricity. Leon and Liz are two glass 
figurines that light up throughout the 
presentation as they face possible elec¬ 
trocution in their rural farm setting. 

EnerStar Power employees are 
pleased to donate their time and ex¬ 
pertise toward these types of worth¬ 
while events. By working together, 
we all can improve the health and 
safety of children in the home and on 
our farms. 

Mission statement 
EnerStar Power exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity to its member-owners while 
upholding our values of integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 
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Energy use and costs typically rise 
as the mercury rises. Use these 

energy- and money-saving measures 
so you and your home can better 
weather the summer heat and hu¬ 
midity. 

to direct sunlight can reduce indoor 
heat gain by up to 70 percent. Out¬ 
door landscaping that includes shade 
trees and insulating foundation 
plants can also reduce energy costs. 

\\v lonniiiHnino 
A substantial portion of total 

residential energy costs is spent 
cooling homes. Reduce energy costs 
and ready the air conditioner with 
a cleaning and tune-up. Clean or 
change filters monthly during the 
cooling season. An efficiently run¬ 
ning cooling system will save dollars. 
If you’re purchasing a new unit, 
check the efficiency rating, or SEER. 
The higher the SEER number the 
more efficient the air conditioner. 
For greater operating efficiency, in¬ 
stall the unit in a shady area, away 
from plant overgrowth and debris. 

Windows 
Most of summer heat buildup 

in homes comes through windows. 
Simply closing curtains, blinds, and 
shades can reduce this heat gain by 
up to 40 percent, saving big dollars 
in cooling costs. Installing awnings 
or shutters over windows exposed 

Ventilate the attic and check 
insulation. Adequately sized vents 
and/or an attic fan can help keep hot 
air from building up. If your attic has 
less than 6 to 8 inches of insulation, 
consider adding more. Proper attic 
insulation can save up to 30 percent 
of your cooling bill. Be sure the in¬ 
sulation doesn’t block vents or cover 
exhaust fans. 

Fans 
Another inexpensive way to 

keep cool and reduce air conditioning 
costs is to use ceiling and oscillating 
fans to create a “wind chill” effect. 
The moving air makes the tempera¬ 
ture feel cooler, and allows a higher 
air conditioner thermostat setting 
while maintaining cooling comfort. 
For each 1-degree increase in the 
thermostat setting, cooling costs can 
be trimmed by about 3 percent. 

Follow these operating tips for 
greater energy efficiency and reduc¬ 
tion in air conditioning costs: 

• Install a timer or programmable 
thermostat to raise and lower 
the temperature automatically. 
Leave it on a higher tempera¬ 
ture while you’re away, and 
set it to cool the house half an 
hour before you return home. 

• Turn off unnecessary lights and 
television sets you’re not watch¬ 
ing. Don’t leave computers on 
when not in use. 

• Make sure heat-producing ap¬ 
pliances like televisions and 
lamps are away from the ther¬ 
mostat. They will raise the tem¬ 
perature at the thermostat and 
cause the air conditioner to run 
when it is not needed. 

• Plan to do hot work—washing 
and drying clothes, cooking and 
baking—during cooler morning 
and evening hours. 

• Keep your kitchen cooler by 
cooking in a microwave oven, 
or grill outdoors. 

For more information and tips to help 
cut costs and improve home safety, 
visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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-Op Employee Spotlight 
ewS Galen Satterfield 

Galen Satterfield joined 
the EnerStar team in 

2003. He is employed as a 
Groundman/Tree Helper and 
his main job duty (and he 
has lots of little ones!) is to 
clear right-of-way of brush 
and trees. 

Prior to joining the 
EnerStar team, Galen was 
employed as a computer 
programmer at GTE/Verizon 
and retired after 27 years of 
service. Since then, besides 
his work at EnerStar, he has 
done contract work for local 
companies such as North 
American Lighting and 
Meco in the area of project 
management planning. 

Galen is a graduate of 
Paris High School. He holds 
degrees in Computer Sci¬ 
ence from Southern Illinois 
University and in Business 
Administration from Indiana State 
University. 

He has been a Bell Ridge 
Church member for six years and 
the Symmes Township Cemetery 
Treasurer for three years. He is a 
past member of the Indiana Wayne 
Fall Lion’s Club and is a current 
member of the Asher Club. While 
belonging to the Lion’s Club, Galen 
and his fellow members worked 

the gate entrances at the Indiana State 
Fair and the Indianapolis 500. 

He has been married for 44 
years to a “great lady.” They have 
two children and four grandchildren. 
In his free time, Galen enjoys fishing 
and is currently reconstructing a 200- 
year-old log cabin from Kentucky. 

Galen appreciates the fact that 
EnerStar employees do not complete 
a job until the work can be done 

safely-for both its employ¬ 
ees and for the members. 
He also appreciate that 
employees do what they 
can to keep operating costs 
down but not lose sight of 
the importance of a reliable 
electric system. 

He emphasized a proac¬ 
tive approach to clearing 
right-of-way is important to 
keeping costs down. As an 
EnerStar member for nine 
years, being both a member 
and an employee has given 
him a unique perspective 
about the cooperative. 

“Because EnerStar is 
member-owned, members 
share in the responsibility to 
help hold down costs at the 
cooperative,” said Galen. “If 
a tree is in or near the power 
lines, let us remove it or trim 
it. This reduces outages, 

which directly affects the coopera¬ 
tive’s costs. In addition, if a right- 
of-way is full of brush and briars, 
letting EnerStar clear it means our 
lineman can work safely.” 

When asked what he liked 
best about working at EnerStar, 
Galen responded, “I appreciate the 
opportunity to work for EnerStar 
and I enjoy working with a great 
group of employees.” 

Our office will 
be closed 

Ibesday, 
July 4 

in observance of 
Independence Day. 
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IEC Scholarship Winners 
Announced 

Anew record of 256 students applied for the Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives (IEC) Memorial Scholarship this year. The Association of 

Illinois has announced the names of our five recipients of the 2006 IEC 
Memorial Scholarship. In the “son or daughter of an electric coopera¬ 
tive member” category, the three winners are: Ian Hardcastle of Creal 

Springs, 111., Lara Seelhoefer of Sullivan, 111., and Kashyap Tadisina of 

Carbondale, 111. 
In the “son or daughter of an electric cooperative employee or direc¬ 

tor” category, the scholarship recipient is Chad Altifillisch of Elizabeth, 
111.. The winner of the first-ever scholarship reserved for use at an Illinois 
Community College is Erin Pszczolkowski. 

Each winning student will receive a plaque and be recognized at the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative annual meeting in July. The 
amount of each scholarship is $1,250 (up from $1,000 in previous years). 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship Fund was designed to provide finan¬ 
cial assistance to deserving students in the “electric cooperative family.” 
The Northern Illinois University Foundation administers the fund. 

Thank you to all EnerStar members who applied. 
For additional information about the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship competition, contact EnerStar’s Angela 
Griffin at (800) 635-4145, extension 603. 

The winners of a 
$25 electric bill 

credit are 

K. Lee and 
Connie Ormiston 

Paris, EL 

Thank you to all who 
participated! 

We’re Looking Out for You 

ar 
A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

|C/ 
C—^ be pi 

here are many costs we can't 
control. Fuel costs continue to 

skyrocket and the weather will never 
be predictable. It all impacts rates. But, 

we’re working hard every day to control 
what we can to provide you with the most 
reliable power at the lowest price with the 
best service possible. We're looking out for 
you every day. That's our promise as your 
Touchstone Energy Cooperative. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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During the heat of the summer many 
people elect to spend their time cool¬ 
ing down and playing with friends and 

family in the pool. This can be a great way to 
relax and avoid the heat, but it’s important to - 
learn pool safety to avoid accidents. | 

According to the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, drowning is the cause of 
more than 4.000 deaths annually and is a lead¬ 
ing cause of death for children under five. This mi 
doesn’t mean you should tear down your pool or 
throw away plans for a future pool; it just shows \ 
you should be informed of the dangers that come 
with owning this recreational summer staple. 

Being informed is the best protection you can 
have when it comes to pools. An informational Web site 
for children can be found at www.SplashZoneUSA.com. At 
Splash Zone, Sonny the “friendliest fish” and Bubbles the “hot 
tub buddy” interactively teach children about safety around pools and 
hot tubs. 

Many helpful Web sites give parents facts and safety information about the dan¬ 
gers of pools. It’s important to remember that when a child falls into the pool there’s no 
splashing around. Drowning is a silent death. If a child does fall into the pool it’s impera¬ 
tive that the person who finds him or her starts CPR immediately. 

The National Safety Council and the American Academy of Pediatrics have useful tips to help 
childproof the pool and keep your children safe: 

• Never leave children unattended. It takes adults about two minutes to drown, but it only takes 
a child 20 seconds. If you have to leave the area, take the children with you. 

• Remove toys in and around the pool when not in use. Toys can attract children to the pool. 

• Barriers can offer added protection against drowning. Put up a fence to block the pool from the 
house. The fence should be more than four feet high and have latches on gates higher than 
your children can reach. Power or manual covers will completely cover a pool and block access 
to the water. 

• Keep rescue equipment (such as a shepherd’s hook or life preserver) and a telephone within 
easy reach of the pool. 

• Sign up your children for swimming lessons, but remember that this won’t make them “drown-proof.” 

• Learn CPR and how to rescue a child if needed. 

• Bury overhead power lines near the swimming pool. 

• Keep electronics away from the water to avoid electrocution. 

Although it sounds like owning a pool is very dangerous, with the right amount of safety awareness 
pools can be very enjoyable. So kick back and have fun in the pool this summer, but remember to put 
safety first! 
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Brewington’s Day Spa 

Feeling tired or stressed out? Jennie 

Brewington, owner of Jennie’s Day 

Spa and Massage, invites you to “come 

and relax in a country setting.” 

About 13 years ago, after working as 

a hairdresser for many years, Brewing- 

ton expanded her business to include 

massage and relaxation techniques. “I 

want people to totally relax and forget 

about their problems,” smiled Brewing- 

ton. 

Massage is one of the oldest and 

simplest forms of therapy. It is a system 

of stroking, pressing and kneading dif¬ 

ferent areas of the body to relieve pain, 

relax, stimulate and tone the body. 

“I invite people to visit us for stress 

relief or a little pampering,” said Brew¬ 

ington. “Our services are a nice treat 

for yourself or for someone you love.” 

She added that a considerable amount 

of her business is massages purchased as 

gifts. 

Massage has benefits beyond just 

being relaxing and soothing. Massage 

works on the soft tissues like the mus¬ 

cles, tendons and ligaments to improve 

muscle tone. It can be used to ease 

stiffness and pain, improve breathing 

and circulation, and enhance the well 

being of the person. It can reduce fa¬ 

tigue and leave the receiver with a feel¬ 

ing of replenished energy. Massage has 

the potential to restore the individual 

physically, mentally and spiritually. 

Although a single massage is enjoy¬ 

able, the effects of massage are cumula¬ 

tive and a course of massage treatments 

will bring the most benefits. 

There are many different massage 

techniques and relaxation methods, 

continued on page 16b 
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each with their own benefits. Brew- 
ington has studied many of these, 
and she makes them available to her 
clients. One of the more unique mas- 
sages she offers is the Fijian Massage. 
The Fijian is a basic form of barefoot 
massage that evolved from the Fijian 
Island of Kadavu. During the mas¬ 
sage, no lotion or oil is used and 
the client wears loose, comfortable 
clothing. The client does not lie on 
a massage table but on a cushioned 
floor mat. Direct foot compressions 
are applied to the body to create a 
deep relaxed state. 

Brewington also offers hot stone 
massage. This is a variation of the 
Swedish Relaxation style of mas¬ 
sage that uses smooth, heated basalt 
stones. The stones are round or oval, 
of varying sizes and weights. Some 
stones are the size of the tip of your 

thumb (these are used between the 
toes), while others can he very7 large, 
weighing 1 or 2 pounds. The stones 
are heated using water and the tem¬ 
perature ranges from 120-135 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Brewington carefully 
glides the stones over the skin and 
sometimes applies pressure in large 
muscle areas. The stones are laid out 
on the body along the spine or on 
the abdomen. 

Reflexology, or foot massage, as 
practiced by the Chinese, is also 
available. In this techique, each spot 
on the sole of the foot corresponds 
to an internal organ and the applied 
therapy is healing to one’s overall 
well being. The theory supposes that 
an ailment of an internal organ will 
be associated with the nerve ending 
on the sole of the foot. Based on this 
theory, some shoe liners are made 
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with pressure points to stimulate the 
soles of the feet to promote better 
health of the overall body. 

There are also several quick relax¬ 
ation options Brewington offers that 
can easily be accomplished within 
an hour. These include a whirlpool 
footbath, a sauna or an energizing 
Japanese facial massage to name just 
a few. 

“All of my massage services in¬ 
clude a room to relax in and slowly 
come hack to reality,” concluded 
Brewington. “You will savor your 
total relaxation.” To call for an ap¬ 
pointment, Jennie’s Day Spa and 
Massage can be reached at 217-465- 
2070. The business is located at 
17329 Sulphur Springs Road, south 
of Paris. 



Member FYI - Capital Credits 
Former member listing to be published next month 

As a non-profit electric coopera¬ 
tive, EnerStar Power allocates 

our annual operating margins, or 
profits, to members receiving service 
during the year. These margins (rev¬ 
enue in excess of expenses) are based 
on members’ patronage, or usage, 
and are called capital credits. 

Each year, members who re¬ 
ceived electric service for the prior 
year, receive a capital credit state¬ 
ment indicating the balance in their 
capital credit account. That balance 
will remain there in the account, in¬ 
creasing in proportion to each year’s 
profits, until such time as a capital 
credit refund (retirement) is made. 

At this time, the EnerStar 
Board of Directors has adopted 
two methods for refunding accrued 
capital credits. First, refunds can be 
made in what is known as a “general 
refund.” After careful review of the 
cooperative’s financial obligations, 
the cooperative’s board of directors 
may authorize general refunds. The 
second refund option is through an 

estate retirement. Capital credits can 
be retired or refunded in full upon 
the death of a member. In the case 
of a joint membership, both parties 
must be deceased before any capital 
credit refunds will be made. 

It is important to understand 
that capital credits are not a financial 
credit that will reduce your electric 
bill. Capital credits represent your 
equity (portion of ownership) in the 
company. As a member, you actually 
own a piece of the company provid¬ 
ing your electric service. 
Yearly capital credit statements 
mailed 

In late June, the cooperative 
mailed out capital credit statements 
to all members who received elec¬ 
tric service in 2005. The statement 
shows what percentage of the previ¬ 
ous year’s profits was assigned/allo- 
cated to your capital credit account. 
In addition, it shows how many total 
capital credits you have accumulated 
since becoming a member, minus 
any general refunded amounts. 

If you move, please leave your 
forwarding address so we can send 
future capital credit correspondence 
to you. 
Board authorizes general refund for 
years of service 1954-1960 

As announced at the annual 
meeting early this year, the board of 
directors authorized the retirement 
of capital credits from the years 1954 
to 1960. Refund checks were mailed 
in mid-May to all qualifying mem¬ 
bers for whom the cooperative had a 
correct address. 

In the next issue of this maga¬ 
zine, the cooperative will publish a 
listing of former members the coop¬ 
erative is trying to locate who are 
entitled to refund checks. The listing 
will also be available on the cooper¬ 
ative’s website at www.enerstar.com 
and in area newspapers. 

If you need more information 
about the cooperative’s capital 
credit policy and procedures, contact 
EnerStar’s Susan Watson at 1 -800- 
635-4145, extension 609. 

The EnerStar employees work hard to impress the owners of the electric co-op: you. 
Only your local electric co-op makes every customer an owner of the business. Unlike other electric 

utilities, your co-op exists to make sure your needs are always met, not to make a profit. And since every 
electric co-op is locally owned and operated, your co-op is always there with you, reinvesting in your com¬ 
munity. 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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■4th Graders 

EnerStar Power exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity to its member-owners while 
upholding our values of integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 
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Missed An Issue? 

Angela Griffin 
Director, Marketing 

and Member Services 
Angela Griffin has been em¬ 

ployed at EnerStar Power since 
1989. Angela has been involved in 

many different aspects of the coop¬ 
erative and during most of her ten¬ 
ure, served the cooperative as the 
Director of Marketing and Member 
Services. 

Like many other employees, An¬ 
gela wears “many cooperative hats.” 
Her duties and responsibilities in¬ 
clude coordinating cooperative ac¬ 
tivities such as the annual meeting, 
creating cooperative publications 
such as the monthly magazine and 
Web site, assisting with developing 
member policies, and participating 
in economic and community devel¬ 
opment activities. 

“Part of my job is educating the 
members about the cooperative and 
the unique opportunities and value 
it brings to the membership,” said 
Angela. 

A life-long Paris resident, Angela 
graduated from Paris High School. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
communications with an emphasis 

in marketing from Indiana State 
University. Throughout her years at 
the cooperative, she has attended 
many cooperative training sessions 
and classes. 

Angela believes it is important 
for people to choose a non-profit or 
a civic organization that interests 
them and then donate their time 
and talents to that organization. 
She spends a good amount of her 
free time volunteering for a variety 
of community organizations. She 
has served on the Edgar County 
United Way for more than 15 years 
and on the Grace Lutheran Child 
Development Center board of direc¬ 
tors for the past year. She volunteers 
as a Girl Scout leader and coaches 
a cheerleading team for the Paris 
Youth Football Association. She 
previously served on the board of 
directors of the Paris Community 
YMCA and the Paris Area Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce. 

Mission statement 

Visit www.enerstar.com for back 
issues of EnerStar HomePage. Click 
on the newsletter section of our web 
site for issues beginning in January 
2004. You will need Adobe Acrobat 
to view the file. Adobe can be 
downloaded free at www.adobe.com 
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■ OU u'hen meetinei 

EnerStar Sponsors Area 
Youth To Washington Trip 

Adam Cash of Paris and Kyle 
Swalls of Marshall represented 

EnerStar Power Corp in Washing' 
ton, D.C., during the annual “Youth 
to Washington” Tour, June 9-16. 
This event, sponsored by the elec¬ 
tric and telephone cooperatives of 
Illinois, began in the 
late 1950s to introduce 
rural youths to our 
democratic form of  " 

government and cooperatives. 
The students met with Con¬ 

gressman Tim Johnson and were 
among 63 rural Illinois youth lead¬ 
ers selected for the trip. In addition 
to the Capitol, they also visited 
Arlington National Cemetery, the 

National Cathedral, the Smithson¬ 
ian Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, the World War 
II Memorial, the Native American 
Indian Museum and a number of 
other historical sites. 

From left are Cash, Johnson and 
Swalls. 
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Home Cooling Tips: New Air Conditioner 
Standards Save Energy 

The U.S. Department of Energy has recently enact¬ 
ed a new set of standards for air conditioners that 

will help reduce the cost of cooling. This upgrade is just 
the latest in a series of improvements to air condition¬ 
ing equipment. Today’s systems are up to 50 percent 
more efficient than the equipment available a genera¬ 
tion ago. 

The efficiency of central air conditioners is rated 
hy the Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER). The 
higher the SEER number, the less electricity the equip¬ 
ment will use to cool your home. Federal standards 
require manufacturers to provide equipment that meets 
minimum a SEER rating, and for many years that mini¬ 
mum was SEER 10. As of January 2006, the minimum 
rating is now SEER 13. Buyers of this new equipment 
will benefit from a 30 percent increase in efficiency, and 
they will see a corresponding decrease in their summer 
electric bill. 

According to the U.S. Department of Energy, the 
change to SEER 13 will save 4.2 quadrillion BTUs of 
energy between 2006 and 2030. As a point of perspec¬ 
tive, this is equivalent to the annual energy use of 26 
million U.S. households, with a total savings to con¬ 
sumers of approximately $1 billion by 2020. 

The new SEER 13 equipment is more expensive to 
purchase, but studies show that the average U.S. fam¬ 
ily should recoup their investment within three and 
a half years. For more information about efficient air 
conditioners, go to the ENERGY STAR Web site www. 
energystar.gov. 

Source: Chris Dorsi, co-author of Residential Energy 

- Cost Savings and Comfort for Existing Buildings. 

Home Cooling Tips: Do Attic Fans Really Help? 
Many homes have large electric 

attic fans to help with summertime 
cooling. By exhausting hot attic air, 
they reduce the amount of heat that 
is transmitted down through the 
ceiling into your home. If you use 
air conditioning, this will tend to 
reduce the length of time that your 
air conditioner runs, and so reduce 
its operating cost. But in many 
houses, two other simple measures 
- insulation and ventilation - are 
more effective and cheaper in the 
long run than attic fans. 

Attic insulation is still one the 
best ways to keep your home com¬ 
fortable in both summer and winter. 
A thick blanket of attic insulation- 
12 to 16 inches in temperate areas, 

and 16 to 20 inches up north-will 
effectively stop attic heat from mov¬ 
ing down into your home. In winter, 
attic insulation works by slowing 
heat flow out of your home and up 
into your attic. 

Attic ventilation takes advan¬ 
tage of simple passive attic vents to 
remove heat from your attic in sum¬ 
mer as well as removing moisture 
in winter. Attic vents should be 
distributed around your attic so heat 
or moisture doesn’t accumulate in 
the corners, and they should be split 
with some high and some low in the 
attic to encourage natural circula¬ 
tion. If installed properly, they will 
remove almost as much heat from 
your attic as a powered fan. 

Check your attic insulation and 
ventilation, or have a contractor do | 
so, and add more if needed. These 
simple measures will last as long as 
your home and will improve your 
comfort year round. They’ll also 
reduce the cost of running an air 
conditioner or attic fan. Best of all, j 
these two energy-savers don’t use a | 
bit of electricity and they are per¬ 
fectly quiet. 

ar® 11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Cd-qp Okay, the power’s 
ClNiws out. Now what? 
Outage reporting tips to speed restoration 

Get 
Charged! 

The kids will soon 
be heading back to 

school, and we would like 
to shine a little light in 
your science classroom this 
year. Contact us to receive 
a Discovery Channel “Get 
Charged! Electricity and 
You” interactive electricity 
curriculum kit for middle 
school students. It’s just 
one way we’re showing that 
electric cooperatives are 
about more than just kilowatt 
hours and meters. We’re the 
power of human connections. 

For more information about 
the kits, log on to 
www.touchstoneenergy. 
coop, and double click on the 
Discovery Channel logo. 

A pop-up storm. A squirrel. A 
car accident. Malfunctioning 

equipment. Any of these things, 
or sometimes a combination of 
any of them, can cause a power 
outage. EnerStar does what it 
can to prevent power outages but 

sometimes they cannot be avoided. 
When the power does go out, you 
may be inconvenienced, frustrated 
or concerned. We agree. That is 
why we do everything in our power 
to correct the problem and restore 
power as soon as possible. 

With your help, we can restore 
your power in the quickest manner 

possible and make sure everyone 

is safe during an outage. Here are 
a few tips to help you when an 
outage occurs: 

Your safety is always 
first! 

First and foremost, always 
keep a safe distance from downed 
or damaged electrical equipment. 

Assume every wire is energized. 
Call EnerStar Power and keep 

everyone away from the area. Let 
our trained professionals handle the 
situation. 

■ Gather relevant 
information that might 
help speed restoration 

Check the fuses or breakers 
in your home. Check the breakers 
below the meter if the meter is 

located on a yard pole. Then call 
your neighbors and see if their 
power is out. This will help you 
detemrine if you are the only one 
experiencing the power outage or if 

it is more widespread. 

Call EnerStar Power at (800) 
635-4145 to report the outage. If 

you have no specific information 

on the possible cause of the outage, 
all you need to do is leave your 

telephone number in the automated 
phone system. This information 
is routed to our member service 

representatives and our line crews 
are dispatched immediately. 

During widespread outages, 
our automated outage system does 

an excellent job of processing call 
data to help analyze the situation. 

As information is received, the 
computer system can often pinpoint 
the problem. The more calls, the 

better job it does. These reports help 
crews focus their efforts on the most 
efficient way to restore power. 

But if you have information on 

the specific cause of the problem 
or the location of damage such as 
a tree on the wires, please stay on 

the line to speak with a member 
service representative. They will 
take the information and deploy line 
personnel for the fastest possible 
restoration. 

■ Your help and 
understanding is 
appreciated 

During outages, members often 

become our extra eyes and ears. We 

appreciate your help finding the cause of 

outages. And, of course, we appreciate 
your patience as we do our best to safely 

and quickly restore your power. 

Po Hirer 
Call EnerStar toll-free at 

(800) 635-41 45 
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performance factor (HSPF) of at 
least 9. Geothermal heat pumps 
must meet current Energy Star 
criteria. For a closed-loop system, a 
14.1 HER and a coefficient of per¬ 
formance (COP) of at least 3.3. In 
addition the geothermal heat pumps 
must include a desuperheater, which 
helps heat water or an integrated 
water heating system. Natural gas, 
propane or oil burning water heat¬ 
ers must have an energy factor (EE) 
of at least 0.80. Only some tankless 
water heaters meet this standard. 

When are the tax credits available? 
The home improvement tax 

credits apply for improvements 
“placed in service” from January 1, 
2006, through December 31, 2007. 
“Placed in service” means installed 
not purchased. 

For more information, contact 
EnerStar Power at 217-463-4145. 

Lower Your 
Federal Tax And 
Energy Bill At 
The Same Time 

■ Central 
air condi¬ 
tioners, heat 

The Energy Policy Act of 
2005 signed by President 

Bush on August 8, 2005, pro¬ 
vides federal tax credits of up 
to $500 for EnerStar Power 
members who make certain 
energy efficient upgrades to 
their homes. Additional ben¬ 
efits of participating in the 
program will include lower 
home energy bills, increased 
indoor comfort and reduced air 
pollution. 

What is a tax credit? 
A tax credit is a claim on 

your federal income tax form at 
the end of the year. The credit 
increases the tax refund you re¬ 
ceive or decreases the amount 
of taxes you have to pay. A tax 
credit is more valuable than a 
similar size tax deduction. A 
tax credit reduces your federal 
income tax by 100 percent of 
the amount of credit. 

Who is eligible for the tax 
credits? 

Anyone who installs the 
eligible improvements in or on 
the their principle residence in 
the United States. 

What energy-efficient home 
improvements are eligible? 
■ Insulation, exterior doors 
or pigmented metal roofs: 10 
percent of the total cost, up 

to $500. Duct sealing 
and weather stripping 

or foam sealants may 
also qualify for the credit, 

depending on the IRS rules. 

pumps or 
water heaters: 
up to $300 to¬ 
wards the full 
purchase price. 
■ Furnaces 
or boilers: up 
to $150 to¬ 
wards the full 
purchase price, 
and/or $50 for 
a furnace with 
an efficient air- 
circulating fan. 
■ Exterior 
windows (in¬ 
cluding skylights): 10 percent of 
the total cost, up to $200. 

What are the equipment specifica¬ 
tions needed for the tax credit? 
■ Windows, doors and insula¬ 
tion must meet the requirements of 
the International Energy Conserva¬ 
tion Code (IECC) a model energy 
code for buildings. In some cases 
this may be higher than the Energy 
Star code. 
■ Metal roofs must have pig¬ 
mented coatings that meet Energy 
Star requirements. 
■ Heating and cooling equip¬ 
ment must meet stringent efficiency 
standards and not all Energy Star 
products will qualify. Central air 
conditioners must have a seasonal 
energy efficiency ratio (SEER) mini¬ 
mum of 15 and an energy efficiency 
ratio (EER) minimum of 12.5. Elec¬ 
tric heat pumps must be 15 SEER 
and 13 EER with a heating seasonal 
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A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 

www. enerstar. com 

Capital Credit 
Information... 16a 

Former Member 
Listing...16b-16h 

Capital Credits Refunded 
As announced at the 2006 Annual 

Meeting, the EnerStar board of directors 
voted to return capital credits to members 
who received service from 1954 to 1960. 

EnerStar is non-profit electric coop¬ 
erative. The annual operating margins, or 
profits, are allocated to members receiving 
service during the year. Margins are based 
on patronage, or usage, and are called capi¬ 
tal credits. Capital credits are applied each 
year to individual capital credit accounts 
and remain on file until the board deter¬ 
mines a general refund may be issued. 

Current members who received electric 
service for the years 1954 to 1960 should 
have received refund checks in mid-May. 
The Cooperative is attempting to locate 
former members (or possibly their heirs) 
who received electric service during that 
time. The Cooperative does not have a 
valid address on these accounts. 

If your name or the name of someone 
you know is listed, please complete the 
form and return it to the Cooperative in 
your electric bill payment or mail at Ener- 
Star Power, 11597 Illinois Highway 1, Paris, 
IE 61944. 

I have information about the following: 

Name from the list:      

Contact name if person is deceased 

Current Address:    

Information provided by: _ 

Telephone Number:  Insert form in electric billing statement or mail to: 
EnerStar Power 

Attention: Capital Credits 
11597 Illinois Highway 1 

Paris, IL 61944 

if 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 
IL2440 

iL WILLIAM ANNA 
\MS DALE JOY ■■■■■■HI 
VMS HAROLD GENEVIEVE 
VMS ■ HARR'MU B ■LUCY 
VMS J. CHARLES DOROTHY J 
VMS C L ■PANSY 
CINS WALTER 
[KEN ROBERT D CAROL ■nnumni 
iRS PAUL C MARY JANE 
JEN ■ MILD&EflH GEORGE ■■■■■ 
JEN GEORGE M EULA I 
,EN GLEN W MARY JO H t 
.EN RUSSELL ERMA 
JSON WILSON JANICE 
.RED A A MARY 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 
ANDERSON TOWN HOUSE 
ANDREWS ALLAN 
ARMSTRONG 
ASJfOLD 
ARNOLD 

BAGGS 
BAGGS 
BAIRD 
BAKER 

ROY 
MELVIN 
RAYMOND 

IIROBERTB 
SIGEL 
WALTER 
JACK 
CECIL 
FRED 
RAYMim 
Cl IAS. 
VINSON 
KENNETH 
MARTIN 
WALTER 
HARRY 

RACHEL 
ZELLA 
EVA 

FAE 

BARBARA 
OLA 
BETTY 
DOROTI 
CLARA 

FAYE 
RUBY 
GLADYS 
ESTHER 11 

BAKER HARRY ELIZABETH 
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| LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 1 
BAKER LEO BERNIECE 
BAKER RAYMOND 
BALL JOHN F ELIZABETH ■i 
BANDY ANN JAMES E 
BAPP DONALD PATRICIA 
BARBEE ELMER ARGENTA 
BARNES HAROLD GOLDIE HH 
BARR HAROLD LINDA 
BARR JERALD J PATRICIA J 
BARRY JOHN F KATE E 
BARTH LEOTA W F mm 
BARTLETT HARRY E GLADYS 
BARTNESS E. L MARGARET 
BAUGH DORIS 
BAUM WEAVER CLARA ■■n 
BAYES DORCIE MARJORIE 
BAYS EARL w BONNIE 
BEASLEY B H 
BEAUCHAM DENNIS PAULINE MMUAUMi 

BECKEL WILLIAM RUFIE 
BECKER NORMAN ELAINE mm 
BECKWITH OWEN MARTHA 
BEDINGER CAROLYN DONALD A 
BELL BILLY V JOAN 
BELL CLIFFORD MARY L 
BELL JOHN 
BELTZ CHAS. R. ALICE J 
BENDER ALICE M LEON 
BENNETT HELEN 
BENNETT ROBERT KATHERINE 
BENNETT RITA H Q vi|fr C Hi 
BERLIN FRED BESSIE 
BERNER WM. 
BERRY JOHN L 
BIBO GEORGE D MADELINE 
BIGGS CHARLES R SUSIE 
BIGGS HARRY LOTTIE H 
BIGGS ROY MARGARET j 
BIRCHFIELD PHILLIP DBLLA ■■ 
BLACK FRANK 
BLACK JEFF MARY 
BLACK EARL KATHERINE 
BLAGG CLYDE MABEL 
BLAGG MARY JOE L 
BLAIR B W MARY HI 
BLAIR WILLIAM L MARCELLA 
BLYE NATHAN VIOLET 
BOES, JR RICHARD CAROLINE 
BOESINGER ROBT. H MARY HI 
BOLIN JAMES R ALTA 
BOMGARDNER LEE WANDA 
BONESTEEL NORMAN L ELLEN 
BONWELL WM. GERTRUDE E 
BOREN W C NOLA 
BOTTOM FENTON BETTY K 
BOTTOM IRVIN ELEANORE 
BOWEN CHAS. ilii—■ 
BOWEN JAMES INITIAL LITTLE T 
BOWEN RAY !Vl A R (r A R KT tmt 
BOWMAN CLARENCE FANNIE 
BOWMAN HENRY H GEORGIANNA mm 
BOWYER VIRGIL W MARY JANE 
BOYD ARTHUR CLEOTA 
BOYER 0 j ERMA 
BOYLL NORMAN M FRED HU 
BRENAMAN ALVA C ANNA M 
BRENEMAN BEN DOROTHY HMMliiiiMWMliMIIH HI 
BRETZ ORVILLE 
BREWER & CURRAN OIL ■HSHBMEMIHI 
BRIDGETT ROY 
BRIGHT FRED RACHEL HI 
BRIGHT J F 
BRINKERHOFF CLYDE immiFcr mm 
BRISCOE ELMER 
BRISTOW DAVE LUCILLE 
BRISTOW JOHN HARRIETT 
BROADHURST GUY 
BROOKS H. JOE PAT 
BROOKS JOHN LOIS E mm 
BROOKS WALTER VERA 
BROOMFIELD JOHN CRYSTAL 
BROSMAN CLYDE MARY 
BROSMAN ANNF. R ■■ 
BROSMAN, JR HARLEY DOROTHY 

rc / Mission statement 
JMar®   

EnerStar Power exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity to its 
member-owners while upholding our values of integrity, accountability, and 
commitment to our community. 

m ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

_  ■ 
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDI 

BROWN C ALICE : Up '• -gprr 

BROWN CLARENCE EDNA 
BROWN BONNIE 
BROWN DARRELL ANITA A 
BROWN HARRY Z EDYTHE 6 ■ 
BROWN HOWARD E BETTY LOU 
BROWN JAMES S NORMA 
BROWN WARREN R JOYCE J = 
BROWN WILLIAM NELLIE 
BRUNER HARRY CECILE 
BUCHANAN ROBERT ETHEL 
BUCKLER HARLAN G JESSE FELL 
BUNTAIN CYLDE E NELL 
BUNTAIN DUANE LUELLEN 
BUNTON FRANK 
BURBA LOGAN MARY 
BURGER HERMAN NETTIE 
BURGESS DONALD NINA RUTH 
BURNAM RUSSHHH DORIS 
BURNS LLOYD A RUTH ANN 
BURNS RICHARD ZELMA 
BURNSIDE JUANITA WM D 
BURRELL MARTELL CAROLYN K 
BURROUGHS JAMES L SUZANNE 
BURTON LESTER THELMA 
BUSER GLADYS 
BUSER JAKE RUTH 
BUSH ORA GOLDEN 
BUTLER LEO ALICE 
BUTLER WM. 
BUTTS ROBERT THELMA 
CABEEN AARON NETTIE 
C A BEEN DONALD DOROTHY 
CALE JOHN W HARRIET R 
CALHOUN ARTHUR VIVIAN smm 
CALLAWAY JAMES R LOIS 
CALLOWAY EARNEST s ELIZABETH 
CALVERT ROBERT ANN 
CAMP ARTHUR BEA MAE 
CAMP DEAN KATHERINE 
CAMP W E FLORENCE 
CAMPBELL ROBERT j JOAN 
CARNAHAN WAYNE SUSAN 
CARO OIL & GAS 1 
CARPENTER EUGENE GLADYS 
CARTER TOM H 
CASH LOUIS R BLANCHE H 
CASH RAY A JUDITH ANN 
CASSADY CLARENCE HELEN 
CASSADY WM. J ETHEL L 
CAULDWELL H W MABEL 
CAVINS DON RUTH 
CERTAIN ROBERT ELMA T. 
CHANEY FENTON LUCILLE   
CHANSLER JAMES R DOROTHY 
CHECHA ELI VIRGINIA 
CHILDS MILDRED 
CHURCH, JR JOSEPH H CATHERINE EILEE 
CLAPP RAYMOND LINDA 
CLARK DEAN ELAINE 
CLARK GIRTHEL LYDIA 
CLAYPOOL AUSTIN EDITH W 
CLAYPOOL HOWARD 
CLEVELAND * 
GRAIN CO i 
CLINE JOE R EVA MAE 
CLINE WAYNE THELMA CARD 
CLOUGH GLENNADINE WM 
CLOUGH HOMER 
COHEE 7^

 ’ MARY J 
COLE CAMILLA 
COLEMAN CHAS. BETTY 
COLLIER MILO KATHERINE 
COLLIER HmviLLdMH RUTH 
COLLINS DELMONT 
COLSON U. GORDON MARTHA C 
COLVIN GERTRUDE E E 
COMBS ELMER FERN 
COMER S R ZELLA M 
CONNELLY ANNA E C 
CONNELLY EVERETT RUTH 
CONNER ALVIN VERA 
CONNER HELEN LEONARD 
GONTWMIHHH 
COOK WM. MAROLYN 
COOLLEY DON CLINA A 
COON FRANZ OLA 
COON JACK CHARLENE 
COON OWEN ETTOIL 
COOPER FRED MARIE ELLEN 
COOPER LAWRENCE B CHARITY ANN 
COOPER p MARIE ELLEN 
COOPER COY H ALMA 
COOPFR FRED H MARLENE 
COOPER CHAPEL CHURCH 
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LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 1 
lELAND H B HAZEL 

I WIN CHURCH 

JGHERTY 
ilCKWC 

)REDGE 

CHESTER MARY 
LORENE 
JOHN RUTH L 
RAYi;^ STELLA 
HOMER RUTH 
A H LELA 
LELAND 
J. EDWARD LOUISE B 
LAWRENCE A CAROLYN M 
CHRIS MARY 
LESTER NELLIE 
RICHARD " V VIOLET 

ROBERT D DORIS M 
V. R BERNICE 

BESSIE 
ELIZABETH 
PAUL A 

L MARY E 
TOMMY PATTY 
DAYNE E BETTY 
EARL E 
EARL D JACKIE 
MARION ZELMA 
HELEN Hi H mam ROBERT 
STANLEY LILA JUNE 

BERTHA 
WILBUR IRENE 
WM. DORIS 
WARD ________ 

ESTHER 
ARTHUR NORINE 

ZAN ULA M BEN 
)S JAMES MARY 

BTHAM ERNEST MINERVA 
[>TIN ANCIL SHIRLEY 
BTIN HAROLD HHHBBHHHHHHHI 
BTTN LORETTA L D 
BTIN JACK DARREAS 
BTIN MARVIN NANCY 
11 i H EARL E ANNA . mama 
L WM. 
HART T B PATRICIA 
EL CHAS. CLARA 
KM M^RANM MABEL 
KM JOSEPH R MILDRED 

I CARY ■ 
.. MER_LYN  

BESS 
...MARY, •I 

1 LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 1 
ELIOTT EMORY ESTHER 
ELLEDGE EARL 
ELLEDGE WM. MARIE 
ELLIS S BLANCH EHIi 
ELMERICK WM. "“JANE 
ELSBERRY VERNON WINNIE 
EMRICK DOTTIE 
EMRICK WM. V JANET 
EMRICK ORIN JUANITA 
ENDSLEY ■MM— E 1HHHHHHH1 
ENGLISH HUBERT MAXINE 
ENGLUM JOHN 
ERWIN WM. IDA M 
ESLINGER OLIVER JUANITA 
ESLINGER WM. MARY ELLEN 
EVANS M. G 
EVARD GLENN FRANCES L 
EVELAND MELBA EUGENE 
EVINGER GENE L DONNA 
FAIRGR1EF H RALPH— VEDjtiHHi 
FARR ROBERT ALTA JEAN 
FARRELL GERTRUDE RAYMOND 
FARRIS CHARLES DORA 
FARRIS SIGSBY MARJORIE ■HHBHHHH 
FELL GEO. BESSIE LEE 
FELLERS mill MARY 
FENWICK JESSE 
FERGESON CAROLD 
FERGUSON ALVA IZOLA 
FESSANT RAMON ELSIE naaaaaaaaaaaam 
FESSANT WM. ESTHER 
FINDLEY ■■RANK Hi ERMA 
FINKBINER JOHN FLORA 
FINLEY COLEMAN LUCIA 
FINLEY FRANK VIRGIE 
FINLEY HAROLD MARY ROSE 
FINLEY ERMA 
FISCUS WILLIAM H WILFREDA »HMH 
FISHER CECIL FLORENCE 
FISHER HAROLD G DORIS : ^aaa 
FITZGERALD THELMA EUGENE 
FITZGERALD JOE ETTA 
FITZJARRALD CLARENCE 
FITZJARRALD MAX MARTHELL ■HHHHHHI 
FITZPATRICK H. 0 FAIRRY 
FITZPATRICK R A EMMA 'i warn 
FITZSIMMONS JOHN W VIOLA 
FLEMING ■ WILSON MAXINE 
FLENNER JAMES 
FLINT THOMAS N ALICE 
FLOWERS ELMER 
FLOWERS ROBERT 
FOLTZ CECIL MARY 
FOLTZ E. GOLDA HlHi 
FONNER JAMES GLADYS 
FORBECK WM. LYDIA U ''IMH 
FORCUM ALENE 
FORD amaaaaaa R HELEN 
FORD KATHRYN 
FORSYTHE GLEN fll DORTHY HHHHHHHH1 
FOX CHARLES E IRENE F 
FOX EDITH 
FRAKES IRA FLORA 
FRANCHOT D W 
FRANCIS BOBBY BETTY 
FRISZ RONO MARGUATTA 
FRYE WM. DORIS 
FUDGE CORNELL FERN . r • , i      
FULTON ELDENA LELAND 
FI JI TON EUGENE MARTHA LOU i ^mm 
FULTON JACK DAYNE 
FULTON MARJORIE JOHN ■Hi 
FULTON MARTHA EUGENE 
FULTON DELBERT .L .,-mmaaaa 
FULWIDER HARRY HELEN 
FURGESON MARTHA NOBLE v^^^maaaaaaaaa 
FYFE EMILY 
FYFE, JR HUGH maaasaaaaaaam 
GABEY ADDISON GRACE 
GAGE E B NETTIE iMHl 
GALEENER MONNIE WANDA 
GALEENER RAY 1NA immmmmmmmmam 
GARD CLAYTON EULA 
GARDNER ■iiftliHlHHI GLORINE aaaaaaaaaaaaam 
GARDNER ROBERT L EDITH 
GARLAND CHURCH 
GARNER EUGENE MARY CATHERINE 
GARNER WALTER WONNONA D '€ HHI 
CARVER C A LOTTIE 
CARVER BILLY MYRTLE 
CARVER DALLAS ANN 
CARVER JIMMIE JAYNE aaaaaaaaaaaaam 
CARVER JOHN A LU ANN 
GEISERT EMMA HHBHHHHHI 
GENERAL TELEPHONE CO 
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LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 
GETCHE 
GIACOLETTI 

GILBERT 
GILL 
GILLIS J 
GIVENS 
GLECKLER 
GLECKLER 

VESTA 
JAM. 

ERNEST 

LOUIS 

EDWARD 
ALLEN 
NORMA 

CARMELITA 
__ f p 
LOLA 
HBi 
C 

ALLEN LOUISE 

BETTY 
RUTH 

CHAS. D CLEO 
GLECKLER, JR 

. 

GLITHERO 

CARL PEARL 
WILLARD A«M 
BYRL W 

RUTH 

eSftYMOND 
GOBLE 

GOEKLER 

CLARENCE 

LAWRENCE 

gPRDGN , ^ 

ORVAL 

G^^U \RCHIL 

GOUGH CHAS. 
GRABLE ROBT. 
GRAGE J, 

GRAHAM-RAGLE INC. 
GRANT JOHN 
GRANT VENDA 

IN 
GREENLEE HERBERT 
GRIFFIN cxamm 
GRIFFIN DALE 
GRIFFIN KENNETH 
GRIFFIN PAUL 
GRISSOM LESTER 
GROVE GEORGE 

GRUBB FRED 

GUNDER FRANK 

SALLY 
DONNA 
MARY 
LEOTA 

BETTY 
VEDA 
ELLA 
MARY 

KATHRYN 

FRANCIS 

MAY 

LOU 

MILDRED 
A BETTY 
R JENNIE 

ELLA 

MYRTLE 
■MHHHWfRANCES^ 

MAXINE  
ELEANORE 

SHARON 
W 

SYLVIA 
GEORGIA 

RUTH 

■■ 
LELAH 

BERT OLA R 

HAASE. JR 
HACKNEY 
HACKNEY 

HALL 
HALL 
HALL 
HALL 
HALLOCK 

)RAN 
HAMBRIGHT 
HAMILTON 
HAMILTON 
HAMILTON 
HAMILTON 
HAMM 
HAMMOND 

HAMMOND 
IY 

HANLEY 

HANSEL 
HARBOR 
HARGIS 

JOSEPH B PEARL 
B H BELLE 
DO^^^BETTY^^^ 

ALLEN JULIANNE 
DAMON FREIDA 
JAMES M PATRICIA A 
LOUIS THELMA M 
INEZ 

ERNEST ELIZABETH J 
R ESTELLA J 

FLOYD F BARBARA JEAN 

HAROLD 
FRED HHH MYRTLE 
EDWIN DARLENE 
LAFE ZOLA 
LYMAN ANNA 
VERNON EDITH 
C A LOTTIE 

N EDITH 
LLOYD RUTH ______ 

WMMMMai 
EUGENE BETTY L 

HARMON 

HARPER 
HARRISON 
HART 
HARTHMI 
HARVEY 

BONNIE 
ROBERT 
CHARLES 

DONALD 
■■■■■I 
JAMES 
WILLIAM 
MACK 

I JOE ■ 
IRMA 
REBECCA] 
L 
DOROTHY 
D PEARL 
DOROTHY 

HAWKINS 

HAWKINS 
HA«~“ 
HAWS 
HiflEN 
HEARN 

DAVID 
GEORGE 
JAMES 
EDWARD 
RICHARD 
■■■Hi 

JOE 

ESTHER 

VIRGINIA 
SHARON 
HELEN 

5DGES ROBERT EILEEN 
HEFFLIY 

HEISCHMIDT 
JAMES 
GEO. 

M 
BETTY 
DOROTHY 

JOSIE 

n I LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDI 
HELEINE DAN RUTH ■H9B 
HELEINE BERTON ILETA JOYCE 
HELEINE GLENN MILDRED 
HENDERSON BEN DELORES JUNE 

T:i HENDERSON EUGENE RUBY 
HENDRIX HAROLD LOUISE 
HENN ROBERT A ANNA JANE 
HENRY FRANCIS W MYRTLE 

■ HENRY FRANK LUCILLE 
HENRY HAROLD DOROTHY 
HENRY JAMES 1 
HENRY PAUL GRETCHEN 
HENRY P S MARY 
HENSLEY GEO. MARY 
HERRINGTON H H ■ THELMA 
HERRON HARRY w NORMA 
HESS BOB LOIS 
HESS CLAYBER LENORA 
HESS H W 
HEWITT CHAS. M WINIFRED 
HEWITT FREDSH MARGARET 
HEWITT LAWRENCE FANCHION 
HICKS EMILY E ■ JEAN 
HIGGINBOTHAM HERSCHEL 
HIGGINS ESTEL FLORENCE 
HILL LORAN NINA 
HINDS, JR ROY ■ PAT 
HINKLE ESTELLA M TAMPY 

■ HISSEM CHARLES F 
HITE JOHN M KATE 
HOBBS BLANCHE 
HOLLENBACK VERNON HELEN 
HOLLENBACK WASH ANETTA Mrnmmmmmm 
HOLLINGSWORTH DALE LAURELLA 
HOLLINGSWORTH DON THERESA 
HOLLINGSWORTH EMMETT MARY 
HOLLINGSWORTH JERRY HHHHHHHHHHI 
HOLLINGSWORTH PAUL FRANCES 
HOLLINGSWORTH VICTOR 
HOLLIS ETTA 
HOLWICH EMMA 
HON DAN S BEULAH 
HONN EVAN HD ■USTHSMBBI 
HOOPER ERWIN 
HORNBROOK ROBERT ■MARY K 
HORNBROOK WARREN LOLA 

■ HORNBROOK WILSON ■MILDRED HHHHHHHHi ■Ml 
HORSLEY A H OLIVE 
HORSLEY HUBERT D ■BARBARA ■■ A 
HORSLEY JOHN M 

■ HORSLEY TED llEVELYN 
HORTON ROY SARAH 
HOULT 
CEMETARY - 

■ HOUSE REX NADINE 
HOU SEHOLDER (■■■■■■ ■H 
HOY FRANCES VELVON 
HUDSON OSCAR MILDRED 
HUEY ISSAC L MARY ANN 
HUGG CHARLES NORA JEAN 

■ HUGHES EXIE 
HUNT OTHIE ■PAULINE 

-S HUNTER MAX ARIZONA 
H«STER RHODA REX 

■■ HURST FRANK 
HURST VERLAN BARBARA 

as HUTCHENS HARLAN BESSIE G 
HUTCHINGS CECIL ■HUBERT 
IKEMIRE DEAN 
INGRAM CLAIR ■BETTY 

■ INGRAM CLARENCE JANE 
INGRAM FORREST ■THELMA 

r-iS INGRAM RUTH 
INMAN BERNARD ■RHEA 
INMAN HARVEY R GENEVA E 
INMAN WILLIS ■JEAN 

■ IRISH ROBT. BETTY 
IRWIN MRS. CLARK 
IRWIN CLIFFORD BERTHA 
IRWIN DAYTON 

■ IRWIN, JR DAYTON 
JACK INGLIS OIL 
JACKSON CHARLES ANNA n 
JACKSON ROBERT MAXINE 
JACKSON WM NELLIE 
JACO EARL 
JAMES WM E FLORENCE 
JARRED W L IRMA iSBBH 
JEFFERS AGNES 
JENKINS C E ELSIE M 
JEWELL JOHN MILDRED 
JEWELL R L LEONA B 

■1 JOHNS DEAN 
JOHNSON DONALD G BETTY ■■■ 
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.AST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 
si SON EMMETT EDITH 
SSON HAROLD MARY P 
slSON HURLEY AMENICA 
viSON LARRY K i (d 
'ISON ROBT. 
iS CLIFF I s — HI 
■s CLIFFORD G BETTY 
iS ED HH 
is GUY KATE 

ES HARRY ■ m1 t’ M 
iS JAMES F MARY V 
7S MAYME 5 DE LYNNE 
IS ORVA VIRGINIA 
IS WM AT IGF SUg- 
IS ILA 
IS, JR HENRY M A R GAR FT i®?': 
)AN ROBERT c 

BERT N. W. 
W M MAE 

> WM Bfiimi—p™— ■■■■■■■■■■■■ — 
;ER ERNEST B DOROTHY M 
.ANSA CHARLES A FAYE B 

EMEYER FRED RACHAEL 
SEN CHAS. ETHEL P;vu;'-P 
SEN JOHN L MARY E 
SEN I I OYD MARFT 
H EARL K FRANKIE 
.EY EUGENE HELEN ■■ 
.EY THERON DOROTHY y JOHN ROSF ■ J P. 

IHEIMER EZRA LOUISE 
P HAROLD J AT 10 F ■■ 
PER CARR LEONA 
PER HOWARD MARION a— m 
PER LULA F SILAS A 
PER RAY LILA s H 
DALE CLARE JANE 
DALL VIRGINIA GLEN ITT . m 
NEDY CLARENCE DOROTHY 
SEDY ROBERT CATHERINE IK? in 

N LUTHER ELIZABETH 
UCK RALPH JENNIE Ml Hi 
.ER DON JERRY 
.ER 1WM NOR A 
SER JIM DOLLY 
IS WILSON G GERALDINE MHiBi H 

FRED CLARINE 
HHIHI iMARY WILLIAM H 
Y PAUL E VIRGINIA 
IADE IVAN MYRTLE mm Pd 
J WENDELL E DOROTHY 
'JAMAN (KENNETH EDNA MAE ■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■j H 
Z HAROLD H ERMAGENE 

iY ■MARY WARREN I Hi 
JY CHESTER KATHERINE 
Y Cl ,ARF,NC!F. VADA 

JY GENE HILDA 
IN MEYER RALPH LOIS . T*.. 
IGENSMITH ROY FLORENCE 
}HT J w MTI ORFF) . H 
JHT WILLIE ELIZABETH 
CKLES WILLIAM THELMA ■ma—irnmnn WMWB 
BLIN MARY H JOHN F 
-TNFR TOM CELIA 
KLE VIRGIL RUTH 
y CORA JAMES H 
E LEO PAULINE 
EVIEW 
HARD | | 
D FRANK T 
DES HAROLD MARY MHli H 
DES RICHARD VIOLET j 
E IlDONALD BARBARA ■■ 
E LULA 
G GFORGF MAUDE ;. . . . V.. ■. - .. ■: 

GE KARL F LULU 
ISON ARTHUR MARY JANE H 
I BROOK JAMES HAZEL 
SHE AD DWIGHT M N. JEAN Hi 
RENCE LEWIS RUTH 
RENCE ■LEWIS PHYLLIS H 
’HERS JACK JO ANN 

GARLAND H 
HAL LUCY 

IS ODIE VIVAN Hi 
IS RONALD 
SADER ALVIN ELIZABETH Hi 
SADER DALE VIRGINIA LEE 
ITENBERGER DOIT NEOMA Hi 
>LE WILLARD 
EY, JR JOHN ■■ 
Y SIMON D DORIS 
)LEY JOHN c LULA Hi 
)SEY HAROLD JOAN 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 
LINK PEARL 
LISTON _ ROBERI' VOL A 
LITTLE DOUGLAS WIFE 
LITTLE GROVE CHURCH 
LITTLE GROVE 
CHURCH 
LIVESAY ROBERT MARILYN 
LIVINGOOD LUTHER SPf ■■ mm 
LOBB MACK MARY 
LOGAN WILLIAM S HAZEL 
LOGAN METHODIST 
LONG CHARLES D JOHANNE it mm 
LONG GERALD A BARBARA 
LORRANCE EMMA OSCAR 11 ■Hi 
LOVE DONALD JSR LOUISE 
LOVELL GEORGE 11 
LOW CHARLES A NELLIE 
LOW FRED W iHHail v: HiH ■NH 
LOWE HERMAN MARGARET 
LOWRY JOHN BETTY » ■■ 
LOWRY RUSSELL HELEN 
LUCAS ALICE ■HI—IHi— M IBIIII HttH ■M 
LUCAS DENNIS EVA c 
LUTZ JEROME MARY JANE 1 nsna 
LYCAN RUSSELL A JEAN 
MAGGART LLYOD SHARON 11 HH1 ■M 
MAGILL VIRGIL MARY JEAN 
MAGNOLIA PIPE 
LINE 
MALONE ALBERT WILMA 
MALONEY JAMES IVA MAE MH mi 
MANLEY CHARLES LORENE 
MANLEY JERRY L PATRICIA L mt 
MANUAGH J E 
MANWARRfNG FFMFR G FFFANORF A 
MARGASON NEVA THERMAN 
MARKEWITZ HARRY LILLIAN tiitea—niM ■HI 
MARLOWE NELSON EDNA 
MARRS ASA T EXIA HUM 
MARRS FREDRICK FAYE 
MARRS LAFE EDITH HHI HHI 
MARS EXIA ASA Y 
MARS RALPH 0 CLARA PI 
MARS MOTEL 
MARTIN DALE MERLE HMHiMHlHiMlH 1 ■mm 
MASON GRACE 
MASON HOMER THELMA ■n 
MATHEWS HUGHEL MARTHA 
MATTINGLY LARRY MARGARET ■ ■n m 
MATTINGLY LEON A 
MATTINGLY LOUIS A MARGARET L mm 
MATTOX CLARENCE PATSY A 
MAURER HAROLD MIL LIN A iiM— li wm 
MAURER WILBUR MARY 
MAXEY JESSE FLORA wm 
MAYNARD SHERMAN JOSEPHINE 
M( ADAMS FRED BESS jm 
MC BRIDE GLEN BERTHA A 
MC CALLISTER DALE MARJORIE SlSSS&fe uliPSf- m 
MC CAMMON DONALD EDITH 
MC CAMMON FRAND SYLVIA m 
MC CARTY PIERSON VELMA 
MC CARTY’S GROCERY HHI 
MC CAULEY CLARENCE 
MC CAULEY HELEN L —■ HU 
MC CLEARY BERTHA 
MC CLEARY ORVILLE CECILE iiiniMM'fiimi 
MC COLLUM HENRY GLADYS 
MC CONCHIE LA DONNA RUSSELL mi 
MC COSKEY JOE IVA 
MC CRORY VANCE JEAN mmmmMwm - m 
MC DANIEL CHARLES GLENNA 
MC DANIEL DONALD ALICE IBHHMBi m 
MC DANIEL ED VERA 
MC DANIEL FRANK MARY ■ m 
MC DANIEL LOUIS WANIUTA 
MC DANIEL RAYMOND LENA 
MC DANIEL ROBERT L ROSEMARY 
MC DANIELS c L BERTHA L HR 
MC DANIELS JR JOHN J 
MC DAVITT DALE BARBARA m m 
MC FARLAND F 0 
MC GEE FRANK MARY E ■ m 
MC GILL MARGARET 
MC GREW ALVEY NETTIE ■ Hi 
MC INTOSH HARRY RUTH 
MC INTYRE NETTIE ■ m 
MCKAY JOHN BLANCHE 
MCKEE RUSSELL IRENE ■ m 
MC KEEVER J L HELEN 
MC KITTRICK JAMES MABEL H m 
MC LIN ALVA WAYNE 
MC MANUS JOE MARY $ MUM Hi m 
MC MANUS PAUL MARGARET 
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[ LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME) MIDDLE | LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME 

MC MORRIS R L LEAH NICKLES HURLEY ARTRELLA 
MC NEES 
iflftBsiaaas 
MC NURLIN 

MARGARET 
E 
NED 

MC RAE W 
I ME LOY 
MEDLEY 

EMMETT 

MARGARET 
FLOYD 
LUCILLE 

NICOL 
NICOL 
NIECE 
NIEFT 

ERNEST 

MEDLEY 
ifEDSKElMffli 
MEHLER 

pbLOKlSy 
JAMES 
RALPH 
WARREN 

ROBERT 

VIRGINIA 
N 

JANET 

MARGARET 
MELTON ELLIS L MARY 
MELTON JOE LORA 
MELTON JEFFERSON BESSIE 
MELTON JEFFIE BESSIE 
MELTON JOHN LUCY mmmm 
MERCER RAYMOND MARTHELL 
MEYER CHESTER BEATRICE fHHIHHIl 
MILBURN LUCINDA 
MILL CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
MILLER MARY 
\/fIF [ PR MlLLt-K MABEL CHARLES L iaMHHi 
MILLER EARL FLORENCE 

NIGHTLINGER 
NOLAN 
NOLAN  
NORTH 
NORTH 
NORTH 

vAl 
KENNETH 

DANA 
EMMA 
HELEN 
RUTH 

ORVILLE 

JAMES 

NORTH 
BROTHERS 
OAKLEY 
OGDEN 
O’HAIR 
OLINGER 

WAYNE ■ 
WILLIAM 
CHARLES 

FRANK 
H 
OPAL 
ELMO 

B 
MARY 
MARION 
EMILYH 
NELLIE 

LUCILLE 
R 
L 
ROSE 

ELIZABETH 

ORNDORFF 
O’ROURKE 
ORR 
OVERTON 
PANTLE 

JULIA 
GWEN 

HAM 

HAROLD 

|HARRY 
WILLIAM 

I PAUL ■ 
MARY 
ARDITH 
MYRTLE 



LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 1 
ADS CHANCEY ADA i si ■Hi 
ADS JOHN F RUTH ANN 
ADS LENA M 1 

WALTER RUTH 
JARDS ROWE JOSEPHINE " 1 ftSana 
IARDSON- 
ITLINGER 

ELIZABETH 

fFY DANIEL F ALICE P 
IEY FRED W DELIA 
IEY LEONARD ELLEN — 
JELL EUGENE LOLA 
3EWAY MINNIE ii 
IS LEON DEAN MARILYN 
•Y JOHN ETHEL 

HUGH MARIE 
:HEY THELMA BERNARD 
:HEY WALTER MYRTLE 
ERTS FORREST MABLE 
IN SON FORREST NEONI 
IN SON SIDNEY BUM    ill It 

INSON WAYNE B JUNE 
ISON RAYMOND D DORIS ii: 

GERS LILY M GEORGE M 
GERS ALBERT ALTA FERN ■ - 

JESSE FLORENCE 
ERS ALBERT p 
ERS JESSE 
ERS RICHARD H DOROTHY S p 
LER VIRGIL 
LINGS LYAL T JULIA « 
ER HELEN M 
S W H i V 
H HARRY ALBERTA M 
rE WALTER VADA 
YON ALONZO J DOROTHY 

JOSEPH IDE ■MllfimMM—BI » 
ER WILLIAM R SHIRLEY 
_EE c W MAY fe 
FORD C A JUANITA LEE 
FORD CHARLES A LORENE sHlfefi | :> 
DERS JOHN FINEY 
DERS JOHN CHESTER DOROTHY E P 
DERS LAWRENCE WINIFRED E 
DERS LAWRENCE E MARGIE SUE i 
DERS RONALD LEE JUNE 
DY OTIS HELEN -I 
AFTER WILLIAM IDA 
r'YTT THEODORE CLARA 
JCH JR JOHN E 
IEECH ROY ELLA HHHHH # 
WAB SADIE CHARLES 
WARTZ LLOYD RUTH 
FT ARTHUR 
FT GAIL BETTY LOU 
FT JESSE DELPH1A 
FT OSCAR EULA P 

JOHN H CLARA 
EUGENE GRACE P 

LER EDWARD MILDRED 
5ENBRENER GLENN JEAN R g 
iENBRENNER ALVIN C LAURA 
'ER L T FAE I 

:ER JOHN E LILLIE 
ARD EVELYN Y EVELYN Y P 

ELL CARL R 
•FER BILL ft 

FFER CECIL E GWYNETH 
VVER ROBERT E VIRGINIA ;T- 

’HERD WAYNE IDA 
’HERD WILLIAM M ROSE I 

LEY EMMA T VERA FERN 
LEY FLOYD ft 
FTS GLEN DONNA 
ITS JESSE MINNIE *§ 

FTS RAYMOND D VIRGINIA 
FTS RICHARD RUBY LEE ft 
VIAKER BEN DOROTHY 
VIAKER SARAH ■ 

VIAKER SEIBERT MABEL 
)NS DON BEULAH F 
)NS JAMES F MARY 
’SON E E EMMA J 
’SON K E 
’SON ROY BERNICE S' 

’SON OIL 
L 

C J 

CLEMENT GERALDINE * 
RLY LARRY B LINDA 
RLY ROBERT ALBERTA ■■HF: - ■ ft 
TON JOE ABBIE 
'H BERT MARY 'r’% 
H EARL 
H EUGENE R CHARLOTTE a 

H EVERETT SHIRLEY 

| LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 1 

SMITH GILBERT RUTH 
SMITH LOGAN JESSIE 
SMITH LABAN C MARGARET H 
SMITH MILTON ■■■■■■ 

SMITH ,RALPH 
SMITH MRS ROBERT 1 illlllli III—111111111 — 

SMITH ROY MABEL 
SMITH RUSSELL MILDRED li ■■ iM 

SMITLEY MARTHA RALPH 
SM1TLEY JOE LOIS 
SMOCK RALPH LENORA 
SMOCK REX HELEN 
SNACK ELMER BETTY MAE 
SNAVELY AUTREY SHIRLEY i 1 J 

SNAVELY TOM PAULINE 
SNEDEKER JOHNIE G J 

SNYDER EDWARD P DARLENE E 
SNYDER ■ w C NANCY 
SOARD JAMES BERNALICE 
SOUTHARD DOUGLAS NILA 
SPENCER AARON FRANCES 
SPENCER BLANCHE ROY 
SPENCER ROLLAND BEAULAH 
SPILLMAN ROBERT FANNIE 
SPIRES CHESTER A 
SPITLER P W ELSIE 
SPITTLER DEAN ESTHER 
SPITTLER OLA DAVID 
SPORER WILLIAM EDNA 
ST CLAIR ■ WILLIAM RUTH 
ST. JOHN R E CHRISTINE 
STABLER EMERY E SARAH D 
STALEY C R MAUDE “ 

STANARD COA CO ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
STANFIELD 0 R LEAH 
STANFIELD PERCY THELMA 
STANLEY BETTY JOHN A 
STARK ■ JAMES CLARA G 
STARK WALTER E ELIZABETH 
STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
STEIDLE CHARLES MARJORIE 
STEPHEN BOB G THELMA flMH 
STEPP ADELINE 
STEPP CARRIE 
STEPP FRED LOUISE 
STEPP JACK CORA 
STEPP ETHEL JAMES 
STEPP LANIS MARTHA 
STEPP LAVERN GENEVA 
STEWART CARLOS IRENE 
STEWART ROBERT G MABEL 
STEWART WALTER NELLIE 
STICKLER HENRY W JULIA 

STOCKWELL 
STOELTING 

EARMEL 
BEN 

STOFER 
STOGSDILL 
STONE 

CHRIS 
H 
FLOSSA 

FLORENCE 

STONE 

JANET 
JOHN 
CHESTER 
DONALD 

LUCILLE 
BERNICE 

STOUT 
ITOlERl 

LILLIAN 
FRANK 

ARTHUR 
ESTER 

STRATTON 
STRAW 
STRICKLER 

ROSS 
MARIE 

RAE 

STURGELL 

EDITH 
ROSCOE 
THEODORE 
RICHARD 
J 

LEONARD 
CORRY 

MINNIE 
GERTRU 

LOUISE 
STURNS BENNIE 
STUTESMAN 
STUfESMAN 

ROBERT VIOLA 
R ROSA 

SUBLETT 
SUBLETT 

HERVERT 
WALTER 

BESSIE 

SUMMERS 
tUTTHi 
SUTTON 
HM 

WILLIAM 
NOEL 
HAROLD 
TOM 

MADGE 
ERSAL 
PHYLLIS 
CEC1LE 

SWANK 
SWARTZ 
SWEENEY 
SWEITZER 

FRED 
WAYNE 
GRACE 
ANDREW 

LURA 

M 
LULA 

R 

SWEITZER INA M 
SWEITZER FLOYD 
SWEITZER 
SWINFORD 
SWISHER 
wrrzER 

OWEN ■ 
DUAINE 

CHARLES 

ROBERTA 
ANNUS 

ROBERT 

TAGGART 
GEORGE 

EVELYN 

TATE 
AURTHUR 
JOHN 

ANNA 
R 

TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
BAYLORS 

ALEXANDER 
JACKSON 
JACKSON 

IDA 
HELEN 

JOE ESTHER 
TAYLOR D AGNES 
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1 LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDDLE 1 

TAYLOR LEONARD JOAN 
TAYLOR LESTER GI ()\ IN \ 
TAYLOR PEARL H * f 
TAYLOR RONALD 
TAYLOR RUSSELL ELEANOR ■KiMHBHHBHiH 
TAYLOR WILLIAM H ETHEL 
TAYLOR WINFORD F MYRTLE ■■■■■■■■ 
TEMPLER MARTIN L LOTTIE 
TEMPLIN MARIE C rnmmmm 
THE OHIO OIL COMPNAY 
THIEL JOHN LUCILLE MUM   
THOMAS ARLIS RUTH 
THOMPSON JAMES PEGGY i 
THOMPSON JOHN W ANNA 
THOMPSON GARNET UNEATA lawaawsBB 
THOMPSON GEORGE W ADDIE LORINE 
THOMPSON GLEN D WHffilWTO 1 
THOMPSON GOLDEN IRENE 
THOMPSON JAMES L . .   
THOMPSON LEE 
(THOMPSON LOUISE 
THOMPSON RALPH IOLA 
THOMPSON ROLAND R MARY ELLEN mmmmm 
THOMPSON ROBERT E PATRICIA 
THOMPSON VERNON MARY HE 
TIBBS D W MYRTLE 
TIFFIN ARTHUR ALTA 
TIFFIN EDWARD J MARGARET 
TINGLEY ARTHUR ALMA 
TINGLEY NATHAN MATTIE 
TINGLEY SR REUBEN VERA 
TITUS KESTER R CLARA 
TRAVIOLI BERT ■iCATHERN 
TRAVIOLI DORA 
TRESENR1TER c A GERTRUDE 
TRIBBY EMERSON WINFRED 
TRIMBLE ORVAL BELLti mmmsmsm 
TRINE DAVID MARY J 
TROGDON ADA mwmmm 
TROTTER WAYNE DOROTHY 
TROUT MARGARET WILLIAM 
TROWBRIDGE ORVEL JUNE 
TUCKER FRED L USUI MABEL mmmmm 
TUCKER MARION M MARY p 
TURNER FRANK LILLIAN HHHHHi mwmt Vi |'iii"'|n" 
TURNER GLENN MILDRED 
TURNER HUBERT PEARL MMmmm 
TURNER LEROY JUDITH 
TURNER ORVILLE DORIS mmmmsm 
TURNER VIRGIL OPAL 
TWEEDY SHELBY ROSE mmmmmrnmmm ■■■■■■ 
TWIGG LEONARD MARTHA 
UPDEGRAFF HARRY EFFIE rnwmmm 
UPDEGRAFF MARVIN HEATHEY 
UTZ ■ROBERT J HEVA mmmmmm 
VAN BUSKIRK H J WILMA 
VAN DOREN w E BLANCHE 
VAN HOORHIS FRANK ALICE 
VAN HOUTIN SUSAN mmmm 
VAN SLYKE DON HARRIETT 
VANCE T L COR A 
VARNER WILLIAM 
VEACH EARL D LOUISE M 
VEACH IRA CORA 
VETTE ROBERT MARJORIE mmmm 
VRZINAJR ROBERT DORA 
WADE WINSTON JUNE mwmmm 
WADSWORTH JOHN MABEL 
WALDEN RAYMOND F MARGE RITE Mmmmmm 
WALKER ATHEN NANNIE 
WALKER DENVER SARAH mWMMHM 
WALLACE ALBERTA WILLARD 
WALLACE EDGAR WAIFNITTA M—MB 
WALLACE JOE 
WALLACE ROBERT BARBARA HHHHHI 
WALLACE VIRGIL J LEXIE M 
WALLER ALBERT L KATHRYN 
WALLER CLYDE H MATTIE 
WALLS BERNIE KATHLEEN ■MHHlilHHB mmmmmM 
WALLS LELAND OPAL 
WALSH TOM AUDREY mmmmm 
WALTHALL HERMIS 
WALTZ OSCAR ADA ■HHHBHHHi mmmmmm 
WALTZ SAM L JUNE 
WAMSLEY HELEN HOWARD ■■■■■■■■■■■ mmmmm 
WARMOUTH BERT MILDRED 
WARMOUTH JOHN MAY L mmmmmm 
WARNER AARON 
WARNER JOSEPH LORETTA Mwmmmm 
WARREN GEORGE RUTH 
WASHBURN ELEANORE 
WASHBURN BEN JOAN 
WATERS FLOSSIE HHHHH 
WATKINS JOHN J MAMIE 

| LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE ADDITIONAL NAME MIDI 
WATSON LOIS CURTIS 
WATTERS CHARLES DOROTHY 
WATTERS JOHN H RUTH 
WEAVER EDGAR JULIA 
WEAVER LELAND HiDPtLENE ■ 
WEBESTER FLOYD H HAZEL HARI 
WELCH EZRA U CLARA IMS 
WELLER JOE M ADDALEE 
WELLS B H NgHlHHHaawMRM 
WELLS FRANK MILDRED 
WELLS KENNETH ■WMBMHa 
WELLS ROY DIANA 
WELSH JOE DOROTHY 
WELSH RAY BEVERLY 
WELSH ■■ROBERT CAROL 1HBHHH 
WERNZ HAROLD HELEN J 
WEST MARSHALL RAYELLA ■IMIllHHIHHi 
WETTELAND WESTON JO ANN 
WHEELER DWIGHT 
WHITE WM. T MINA C 
WHITE ■IMARWH CARL ■HH^^H 
WHITE BOB LENDIE 
WHITE EDWARD F JOY LH 
WHITE FLOYD E BONNIE c 
WHITESELL R HHHHHH 
WHITESELL WILLIAM R ELSIE M 
WHITKANACK CLAUDE msasmmmm 
WHITKANACK JAMES BETTY 
WHITKANACK VI JOHN ■ILOUISF. HHHHHH 
WHITLOCK T R PAULINE 
WHITTENBERG T R ■PAULINE 
WIELAND FRED DAISY 
WILCOXIN SB JAMES JOY 
WILCOXON FRED CAROL ANN 
WILHOIT SiA D ELIZABETH 
WILHOIT C D FLORENCE 
WILHOIT mCECIL HAZEL HHHHHH 
WILHOIT GLEN M MARGURITE 
WILHOIT MAURICE HINORMA HHHHHH 
WILKINS HARRY J MIRIAM 
WILLIAMS FRANK MM ABEL HHHHHH 
WILLIAMS GLENN BEULAH 
WILLIAMS LELA ■HBMHM 
WILLIAMS STANLEY NORMA 
WILLIFORD WILLIAM BEAULAH HHHMHHHBHHHH 

WILLIFORD WILLIAM BEULAH 
WILLISON ROY IRENE INMHHMi 
WILLOUGHBY NORMAN 
WILLOUGHBY ■HPENNHH HIHELEN ■HHHHHi 
WILSON DONALD H LI VIA 
WILSON AMANDA WILLIAM ■r'rrh",iHHMiw 
WILSON FRED JERALDINE 
WILSON JOHN V ■WHHHm 
WILSON IRENE 
WILSON WILLIAM MAMANTW * 
WILSON W J BERTHA 
WINN J ||E LYDA 
WINTERROWN MAX PAULINE 
WITHERSPOON JAMES H 
WIULLMANN HARRY MABEL ■ 
WOLF LESLIE IVT A R .TOR IE 
WOLTOMAN LEONARD CORA ■ 
WOOD LLOYD FRANCES IHH 
WOOD DON 
WOOD J o BERTHA RMHH 
WOOD-GARNER ELIZABETH VIRGIL H 
WOODRIDGE MOTEL H 
WOODYARD WILLIS MRS. WILLIS 
WRIGHT ■MHMHi ■ A m CATHERINE IHH 
WRIGHT CLARENCE 
WRIGHT ROBERT HiMARGAREH 
WRIGHT STEPHEN M GENEVA 
WRIGHT THOMAS 0 MARY 
WRIGHT WILLIAM A MARTHA 
WRIGHT ■MMffiHiiMI HHHHHi MARTHA A 
WYATT RAY A JUANITA RAF 
WYNN ■ ■■ CONNIE JOYCE mm 
WYRICK JAMES 
YANGAS J P 1MH 
YANGAS JOHN P CONTHELIA 
YARGUS HI EARL HiPEARL HH 
YEARGIN LESTER ELSIA 
YENAWINE G H LOUISE 
YORK RALPH ELEANOR 
YOUNG Hi EARL HHHHHi IHHHHHH mm 
YOUNG LOUISE NORVAL 
YOUNG ■MraMm HiJOAN HH 
YOUNG WILLIAR LUCILLE 
ZACHARY VIRGIL BLANCHE HMUHHHHHHHI mm 
ZACHARY EDWIN MARY 
ZANDER KARL MAE KUSH 
ZIEGLER ROSCOE LOUISE 
ZIMMERLY HHHHHi HH 
ZIMMERMAN HENRY j MARTHA MAT I 
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Edgar County Pull Team 
One by one, “Pull!” they hollered. 

With precision and determina¬ 
tion, the coach and the team worked 
together effortlessly. The coach was 
Bob Calvert of Paris. The team was 
the Edgar County Pull Team. 

The Edgar County Pull Team is a 
group of dedicated youth who spent 
the past year developing their trap¬ 
shooting skills. Their practice ground 
is the rolling acres surrounded by lush 
woods at Edgar County Sportsman 
Club, located south of Paris on the 
Sulphur Springs Road. 

Trapshooting is a specific form of 
clay target shooting and a game of 
movement, action and split-second 
timing. It requires the accuracy and 

skill to repeatedly aim, fire and break 
a 4 1/4 inch disc, which is hurled 
through the air at a speed of about 40 
mph, simulating the flight path of a 
bird fleeing a hunter. 

Trapshooting has experienced 
phenomenal growth over the past 
few years. The Edgar County Pull 
Team consists of two groups, a junior 
division and a senior division. Junior 
members include Nick Wilhoit, 
Holden Bell, Caine Duzan, Yancee 

Continued on page 16b 

•4 The Junior Division’s SCTP Award. 

▼ Preston Crandell lines up the shot while 

Nick Wilhoit (right) and Taylor Bell 

v SCTP m 
State Championships % 

2006 T, 
Jr7Experienced Division j 
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Continued from page 16a 

Haddix and Preston Crandell. 
Members of the senior division are 
Kaleb Haddix, Thomas Henson, 
Eric Hires, Ryan Billdilli, Robin 
Mitchell, and Kevin Satterfield. 

In August 2006, the Edgar 
County Pull Team, along with 1,500 
youngsters from 26 other states 
participated in the Scholastic Clay 
Target Program (SCTP) National 
Championships. 

The SCTP, the nation’s pre¬ 
mier youth shotgun sports league, 
provides school-age participants 
in grades 12 and under with the 
opportunity to showcase their 
competitive shooting skills. Teams 
have the opportunity to earn state 
and national recognition as well as 
compete for college scholarships. 
The program is designed to instill in 
participants safe firearms handling, 
commitment, responsibility, leader¬ 
ship and teamwork. 

The junior division of Edgar 
County Pull Team earned the Illi¬ 
nois State Championship title in 
July. This award allowed them to 
compete at the Grand Nationals 
where they placed in the 21st spot. 
The senior division pull team com¬ 
peted in the Illinois State Shoot as 
well and at the Grand National as 
individual shooters. 

“On behalf of the Edgar County 
Sportsman Club, I just want to say 
how proud we are of these kids,” 
said Calvert. “They did a great job.” 

For the first time ever, the cham¬ 
pionships were held in Sparta, 

Illinois at the new World Shooting 
and Recreational Complex. The 
complex opens to the public in Sep¬ 
tember 2006 and covers more than 
1,500 acres. It features a variety of 
activities for the avid sportsman 
with more than 100 trap fields 
extending 3.5 miles, 2 sporting clay 
courses, skeet, rifle and pistol ranges 
and a 3-D archery range. Camping 
is also available at the site. 

The Edgar County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever was instrumental 
in organizing the Edgar County Pull 
Team and supports their efforts to 
this day. The pull team is actively 
seeking sponsors in preparation 
for the 2007 season. Individuals or 
businesses interested in sponsor¬ 
ing the team, should contact Darla 
Willoughby at 463-2339 or Kristal 
Haddix at 712-0872 for more infor¬ 
mation. 

And while this year’s team may 
have the experience of a few com¬ 
petitions under their belt, the group 
is looking for new members. Shoot¬ 
ing experience is not necessary. 
Competitions even feature a divi¬ 
sion for novice shooters with little 
experience. 

“This is one of those sports that 
some children may not be exposed 
to, so if a child is interested in 

learning about our program, we 
would be happy to make arrange¬ 
ments for them to come out and 
give it a try,” said Haddix. “We will 
provide the equipment necessary 
so they can see if they like it before 
they go to the expense of purchas¬ 
ing equipment.” 

EnerStar Power congratulates the 
Edgar County Pull team on their 
accomplishments and wishes them 
continued success! ■ 
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Mission 
Statement 

gj EnerStar Power exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity 
to its member-owners while upholding our values of integrity, 
accountability, and commitment to our community. 

*rJ 

◄ Junior Division picture: 

Left to right: Coach Boh 

Calvert, Preston Crandell, 

Caine Duzan, Yancee Had- 

dix, Holden Bell, Nick 

Wilhoit. 

T Senior Divison picture: 

Left to right: Kaleb Haddix, 

Kevin Satterfield, Thomas 

Henson, Eric Hires, and 

Coach Bob Calvert. 
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“Here Comes the Judge!” 
EnerStar Corporate Counsel Named Circuit Judge 

It is EnerStar’s loss but the judicial 
system’s gain as Paris attorney Steve 
Garst has been appointed to fill a 
judicial vacancy. Garst has served 
as corporate counsel for EnerStar 
Power since 1987. 

Supreme Court Justice Rita Gan 
man made the announcement that 
Garst will become Edgar County’s 
resident circuit judge, filling the 
position created by the retirement 
of Judge H. Dean Andrews. 

“Mr. Garst’s long and extensive 
legal career and his very high rank' 
ing by the committee show his 
experience and dedication to the 
law,” said Garman. “I am confident 
he will be an excellent judge of the 
Fifth Circuit, and will serve the 
people of Edgar County in an exem¬ 
plary fashion,” she said. 

Garman used a committee of 
local citizens to help in the selec¬ 
tion process. The non-lawyer 
members of the committee were: 
Dale Barkley of Paris, who served 
as chairperson of the committee, 

Larry Johnson of Chrisman, Jan 
Nebergall of Paris and Mary Ann 
Tucker of Paris. The lawyers on the 
committee were: the Hon. Ralph S. 
Pearman of Paris, retired chief judge 
of the Fifth Judicial Circuit, and 
Paris attorneys Larry Jones and Fred 
Kreckman. 

Garst, a partner in the law firm of 
Fruin, Garst and Kash, has practiced 
law in Edgar County for more than 

31 years. In addition to the legal 
practice, Garst is involved with a 
variety of community organizations 
such as serving as a director of the 
former Edgar County Children’s 
Home, and director of the Paris 
Public Library and the Chamber 
of Commerce. He is also active in 
the Paris First United Methodist 
Church and has held several offices 
in the Edgar County Bar Associa¬ 
tion. 

An interesting tidbit of 
information, Garst is the third con¬ 
secutive cooperative attorney to be 
appointed judge. While in private 
practice, the Honorable Carl Lund 
served the cooperative from 1965 
to 1972, and the Honorable Dean 
Andrews served the cooperative 
from 1972 to 1987. 

EnerStar Power sends Steve our 
best wishes and thanks him for the 
many years of dedicated service to 
the cooperative. 

Capital Credits Refunded 
As reported at the 2006 Annual 

Meeting, the EnerStar board 
of directors voted to return capital 
credits to members who received 
electric service from 1954 to 1960. 

EnerStar is a non-profit electric 
cooperative. The annual operating 
margins, or profits, are allocated to 
members receiving service during 
the year. Margins are based on your 
patronage, or usage, and are called 
capital credits. Capital credits are 
applied each year to individual 
capital credit accounts and remain 
on file until the board of directors 
determines a general refund may be 
issued. 

Current members who received 
electric service for the years 1954 to 
1960 should have received refund 
checks in mid-May. The coop¬ 

erative is attempting to locate the 
former members (or possibly their 
heirs) who received electric service 
during that time. The cooperative 
does not have a valid address on 
many of these accounts. 

A complete list of names was 
published in the September issue of 
this magazine. The list is also avail¬ 

“Members who received electric service for the years 

1954 to 1960 should have received refund checks 

in mid'May. The cooperative is attempting to locate 

the former members (or possibly their heirs) who 

received electric service during that time” 

able at the cooperative’s website at 
www.enerstar.com in the member 
services section. 

For more information about capi¬ 
tal credits, contact EnerStar’s Susan 
Watson at l'800-635-4145, exten¬ 
sion 609. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 6 



EnerStar Uses Infrared Thermal 
Technology to Improve Service 

EnerStar Power, your locally 
owned electric cooperative, is 

committed to keeping power outages 
to a minimum and maintaining a 
high level of service reliability. Our 
well-trained and knowledgeable 
staff works hard for the membership 
and takes proactive steps to prevent 
outages before they occur. But some¬ 
times that means bringing in others 
to check our system for vulner¬ 
abilities. It’s always good to have a 
“second pair of eyes.” 

As part of an outage reduction 
plan, the cooperative recently con¬ 
tracted the services of Invizions 
Thermal Recovery Consultants. The 
company offers a variety of mainte¬ 
nance services, including infrared 
and thermographic imaging analysis. 

Over a two-day period, an 
Invizions representative, along with 
EnerStar Journeyman Lineman Troy 
Lewis, inspected EnerStar’s eight 
electrical substations and major 
connections at several three-phase 
commercial accounts. 

To give members an idea of the 
type of data received on Invizions 
report, refer to photo A. The photo 
is ot EnerStar’s West Union substa¬ 
tion. The equipment is the bushing 
and clamp connection to our south 
transformer. To the human eye, 
nothing looks out of place. 

But when that same equipment is 
shown in a thermal infrared photo, 
photo B illustrates a totally differ¬ 
ent story. The top of the connection 
highlighted in yellow indicates 
what is known as a “hot spot.” The 
temperature in the exception area 
increases by 43 0E 

These findings indicate a pos¬ 
sible loose or deteriorated clamp 

connection. This equipment could 
eventually cause an outage. 

The Invizions report assigns the 
finding a priority level to give Ener¬ 
Star personnel a recommendation of 
how and when corrective measures 
should be taken. In fact, this equip¬ 
ment has already been corrected. 

By being proactive, EnerStar 
can eliminate the outage before it 
occurs. These measures reduce the 
cooperative’s expenses and improve 
system reliability. It’s just one more 
example of how your cooperative is 
working hard for the membership to 
improve service and member satis¬ 
faction. 

ri©to l 

An Invizions technician (left) and Enerstar 
Journeyman Lineman Troy Lewis (right) 
use the latest technology to improve 
trie service reliability. 
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Lots of businesses talk about growing their communities. For 

cooperatives, it's not just talk. It's what we're all about. 

We're owned by our members, and our mission is to 

serve and nurture them and the communities in which they 

live, work and shop. 

We're in it for the long haul ... strengthening communities 

through jobs, service and community involvement. 

Cooperatives. 
Owned by Our Members, 

Committed to Our Communities. 

Co-op Begins Survey Process 

For the first time since 2004, 

EnerStar Power, along with 

its power supplier, Wabash Valley 

Power Association, will conduct a 

market share survey to help plan 

for the future power supply needs 

of our membership. Beginning in 

mid-October and running through 

mid-January, co-op members could 

be called by Preston-Osborne 

Research, a Lexington, KY-based 

firm that specializes in market 

research. 

On average, calls should last 

between eight and ten minutes. 

The results are confidential and 

help the cooperative and its whole¬ 

sale power supplier determine the 

appropriate levels of electricity that 

will be needed in the coming years. 

Participants are selected at random, 

and completion of previous surveys 

does not guarantee that you will be 

excluded from the current survey. 

While most co-op members are 

willing to give a few minutes of 

their time in order to help us plan 

for the future, we do realize that 

your time is valuable. In fact, we’re 

occasionally asked why members 

are contacted if they’ve subscribed 

to the Do-Not-Call program. Since 

research projects like this one are 

not considered sales calls, and 

because as a member we have an 

existing business relationship, this 

project is exempt from the Do-Not- 

Call program. 

Again, we realize that your time 

is valuable. We greatly appreciate 

your willingness to help us plan for 

the future, and assure you that the 

confidential information shared in 

the survey is an important piece of 

our planning process. 
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Fall Back and Check, Too! 
Change Clocks and Check Smoke Alarms It’s almost that time 

again! On October 29th, 
area residents will “fall 
back an hour” and change 
their clocks back to Central 
Standard Time. 

Most of us are familiar 
with this twice a year ritual. 
But we can take it a step 
further because it is a great 
time to check the batteries 
on our smoke alarms. Many 
homes have smoke alarms 
with 9'volt batteries that 
should be replaced at least 
twice a year. 

According to the 
National Fire Protec¬ 
tion Agency, 90 percent 
of American homes are 
equipped with smoke 
alarms, but more than 50 
percent of them are not 
in working condition. It 
only takes a few minutes to 
check, test and clean your 
smoke alarm to make sure 
it is function properly. Here 
are some guidelines for 
maintaining smoke alarms 
in your home: 

A smoke alarm located between the 
sleeping area and the living area 
offers a minimum amount of pro¬ 
tection. For maximum protection, 
install an alarm in even- room, on 
every level of your home. 
Press the test button monthly to 
check your alarm. If the alarm does 
not sound, replace the batteries. If 
that does not solve the problem, 
replace the unit. 
A smoke detector that goes off for 
no apparent reason could be react¬ 
ing to dust build up. Periodically 
clean your smoke alarms using a 
vacuum attachment to remove 
particles such as dust and cobwebs 
that could interfere with the alarm’s 
proper operation. 
If you hear a “chirping” sound, the 
batteries are weak and should he 
replaced. 
Replace smoke detectors that are 
more than 10 years old. 

If your smoke alarm uses a long-life lithium battery, 
which has a life span up to 10 years, you do not have to 
change it as often. However, with either type of alarm, you 
should test it at least monthly and clean it at least annually. 

Changing the Date on 
Changing the Clock in 2007 

On Aug. 8, 2005, Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush signed 
the Energy Policy Act of 
2005. This Act changed the 
time change dates for Day¬ 
light Saving Time (DST) in 
the United States. 

During DST, clocks are 
turned forward an hour, 
effectively moving an hour of 
daylight from the morning to 
the evening. 

Beginning in 2007, DST 
will begin on the second 
Sunday of March, which will 
be March 11, and end the 
first Sunday of November, 
which will be November 
4th. The Secretary of Energy 
will report the impact of 
this change to Congress. 
Congress retains the right to 
revert the DST back to the 
2005 time schedule once the 
Department of Energy study 
is complete. 

EnerStar to Serve as Used Oil Collection Site 
In Illinois, millions of gallons of 

used motor oil go unaccounted 
for each year. This oil ends up in 
our ditches, storm drains, roads, and 
in the landfills. Eventually, it can 
enter our groundwater supply. 

To do its part in helping to pro¬ 
tect our precious soil and water 
supplies, EnerStar Power gives 
members the opportunity to dispose 
of used oil the right way by serving 
as a collection site for used oil. It is 
important to point out that this ser¬ 
vice is only available to residential 
members who are considered “do-it- 
yourselfers” for home and farm use. 

Here’s how the program works: 
On the first Monday of each 
month, EnerStar allows mem¬ 
bers to bring their used oil to the 
cooperative for proper disposal. 
EnerStar burns the oil in our garage 
heaters. 

To help you properly dispose of 
used oil, please follow these tips: 

• Drain the oil or transmission 
fluid into a suitable container. The 
container capacity should be no 
larger than 5 gallons. The con¬ 
tainer should be a portable device, 
in which the material is stored, 

transported, treated, disposed of, or 
otherwise handled. Make sure the 
cap fits tightly. 
• Use a funnel to keep oil from 
spilling and keep the container 
clean. 
• Important to remember...do not 
mix the oil with other liquids such 
as antifreeze, gasoline, paint thin¬ 
ner, brake fluid or water. 

If you have questions about 
the program, contact EnerStar 
Mike Clark at 1-800-635- 4145, 
extension 616 or email him at 
mclark@enerstar.com. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • October 2006 



Boo-tiful Lighting Safety Tips 
Don’t let electrical hazards 

haunt your house this Hal¬ 
loween. While decorating for fall 
festivities, Safe Electricity and Ener- 
Star Power advise checking electric 
lights and decorations for potential 
dangers that could cause fires and 
injuries. 

“Spooky, dark and flashing lights, 
fog machines, and other electric 
displays add to the ambiance of your 
Halloween haunts, but they also can 
create the added dangers of electri¬ 
cal shocks, fires and burns,” warns 
Safe Electricity Director, Molly 
Hall. “Avoid real Halloween scares 
and take some simple steps to avoid 
potential safety hazards.” 

Before decorating indoors or 
outside this fall, take a moment to 
review safety tips to avoid risk of 
electric shock or fire: 
# Use only lights that have 
been safety tested and approved 
by Underwriters Laboratory (UL). 
Look for the UL label on the box 
and on each string. 
Hi Before plugging in the lights, 
check each string for broken sock¬ 
ets, frayed cords, or faulty plugs. 

Replace damaged strings. 
Make sure extension cords are 

in good condition. Use only UL- 
approved cords rated to carry the 
electrical load you will connect to 
them. 
# Keep electric cords out of high- 
traffic areas. Do not run cords across 
sidewalks, decks or other walkways 
that could trip trick-or-treaters. 
Indoors, don’t stretch them across 
a room where people can trip over 
them. Likewise, don’t hide them 
under rugs or carpets. 
# Keep all flammable materials 
away from lights. 
& Don't staple or nail through 
light strings or electrical cords 
# Do not attach cords or lights to 
metal objects. 
^ Outdoors, use only lights and 
cords rated for outdoor use. 
Hi Cords should be plugged into 
outlets equipped with ground fault 
circuit interrupters (GLCIs). Use a 
portable GLCI if your outdoor out¬ 
lets don’t have them. 
Hi Always unplug lights before 
going to bed or leaving your home. 

“Whether decorating or using 

extension cords in general, read 
the label on both the cord and the 
appliances that are plugged into it 
to make sure the cord can handle 
the load,” Hall says. “If it can’t, use 
a higher-rated cord or unplug some 
appliances. Remember that exten¬ 
sion cords are meant for temporary, 
not permanent, use. 

Lor more information, visit the 
SafeElectricity.org Web site. Safe 
Electricity is an electrical safety 
public awareness program created 
and supported by a coalition of 
organizations, including the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois, Midwest rural 
electric cooperatives and investor- 
owned electric utilities, and other 
entities committed to promoting 
electrical safety. 

OUTDOOR LIGHTING 
FROM ENERSTAR 
From dusk to dawn, for security, 
safety and confidence, outdoor 
lighting costs just pennies a day. 

Call 
EnerStar at 

800-635-4145 
for more details 

All electricity usage included 
Cooperative provides maintenance 
Must be installed on existing meter pole 
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www.enerstar.com 

Recent Rate Hike Headlines Cause 
Concern For Ameren and ComEd 

But Not For Enerstar Members 
How To Head Off Winter’s 
Chills 16b 
Now is the time to seal 
your home 

College Scholarships 
Available 16c 
Students can apply for five 
$1,250 scholarships 

CFC Visits EnerStar .16c 
Cooperative Finance Cor¬ 
poration provides services 
to EnerStar 

Pole Inspection 
Completed 16d 
Continuing our efforts to 
improve reliability 

Trade-a-Tree 16d 
Trees available first week of 
April 

Understanding Furnace 
Efficiency Ratings 16g 
New furnaces consume 30 
percent less energy than 
older systems 

Online Bill Payment.. 16h 
Pay your bill online 

Most people have read the recent 
newspaper headlines stating 

Illinois electric rates will be dramati¬ 
cally increasing. EnerStar has received 
several member inquiries so we thought 
it important to address this issue. 

The headlines are 
referring to the increases 
affecting Illinois’ two 
major investor-owned 
utilities. The utilities af¬ 
fected are ComEd, which 
serves the Chicagoland 
and northern Illinois ar¬ 
eas, and Ameren, which 
generally serves the rest 
of Illinois. 

Q. What is an “inves¬ 
tor-owned” utility, 
and is EnerStar 
Power one? 

A. No, EnerStar Power 
is not an investor-owned 
utility. EnerStar is a not-for-profit co¬ 
operative. We are owned and governed 
by the members the cooperative serves. 
We answer directly to you, the mem¬ 
bership. 

A for-profit investor-owned utility 
is actually “owned” and governed by 
investors, not by its paying customers. 
As such, investor-owned utilities must 
satisfy their shareholders first, not their 
paying customers. 

Q. What was the recent electric 
“auction” all about? 

A. As part of the Illinois electric de¬ 
regulation legislation, a 10-year rate 
freeze for investor-owned electric 

utilities ends on Decem¬ 
ber 31, 2006. To help 
establish the new rates, 
the Illinois Commerce 
Commission approved 
an auction for ComEd 
and Ameren to solicit 
bids from power suppli¬ 
ers for the actual “Fixed 
Price” of electricity. 
That charge, which will 
be directly passed on to 
consumers, in addition 
to a^et to be deter¬ 
mined delivery charge, 
is expected to increase 
customer’s electric bills 
from 20-50 percent. 

Q. So, what does the recent auction 
mean for EnerStar Power? 

A. The power auction pertains to 
the investor-owned utilities and does 
not affect EnerStar. The cooperative 
purchases its wholesale power from 
Wabash Valley Power based out of 

Indianapolis, Indiana. Because of this 
relationship, we are fortunate to have 
stable wholesale rates for the next 
couple of years. There is no doubt that 

The power 
auction 

pertains to 
the investor- 

owned utilities 
and does 
not affect 
EnerStar. 

continued on page 16b 
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continued from page 16a 

wholesale electricity prices are increas¬ 
ing simply because it costs so much 
more to produce electricity in today’s 
market. As for the future, EnerStar is 
currently conducting a cost of service 

study to determine future retail rates. 
It is important for our cooperative 

members to understand that the em¬ 
ployees and board of EnerStar Power 
are closely watching the wholesale 

power market. As more information 
becomes available, you can expect us 
to communicate any possible changes 
in this member publication and at our 
next year’s annual meeting. 

How To 
November makes most of us think 

of a piping'hot Thanksgiving 
dinner with our families. But there’s 
another side to the 11th month that 
we don’t enjoy quite as much: those 
chilly drafts and cold spots in our 
homes that make us reach for sweat¬ 
ers or turn up the thermostats. 

Drafts and other air leaks, 
known as air infiltration, do more 
than make homes uncomfortable. 
They increase energy usage by mak¬ 
ing heating and cooling systems 
work harder to keep the home at a 
constant temperature. Plus, leaks 
can increase the likelihood of in¬ 
door pollutants that can impact 
your family’s health. 

now is the time to 

seal your home. 

Before the weather gets even 
colder, now is the time to seal your 
home. While most people are aware 
that air can leak through windows 
and doors, the places that create 
real problems are much harder to 
see but are less costly to fix and usu¬ 
ally offer a bigger return on invest¬ 
ment. Common sources of leaks are 
places where electric and plumbing 
lines go through walls and ceilings; 

Head Off Winter’s Chills 

joints between floors, walls and ceil¬ 
ings; light fixtures mounted in the 
ceiling; attic doors; chimneys; and 
warm air registers. It may not seem 
like a lot of air could escape through 
those places, but added together, 
they can create significant losses - in 
some cases, it is the equivalent to 
leaving a window open all winter! 

Products for sealing those areas 
are readily available, and are not all 

that expensive. You can do much 
of the work with caulk, insulating 
foam and weather stripping. 

Call EnerStar Power for free 
information and tips, including a 
do-it-yourself guide to home seal¬ 
ing. It’s just one more way that 
we provide free advice when you 
want it and help when you need 
it. For further information, visit 
www.energyadvisor.coop. 
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Students Encouraged To Apply for 
2007IEC Memorial Scholarships 

For the twelfth consecutive year, 
EnerStar Power and the Illinois 

electric cooperatives will award aca¬ 
demic scholarships to high school 
seniors. Five scholarships in 2007 
will be awarded through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memo¬ 
rial Scholarship Program. Each 
of the scholarships will be worth 
$1,250. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of Illi¬ 
nois are eligible to participate in the 
program. Three of the five scholar¬ 
ships will be awarded to the son or 
daughter of an electric cooperative 
member. A fourth award will go to 
the son or daughter of an electric 
cooperative director or employee. A 
fifth scholarship will be reserved for 
use at a two-year Illinois community 
college, and sons and daughters of 
electric cooperative members, em¬ 
ployees and directors are all eligible. 
The deadline for applications to be 
returned to the cooperative is Janu¬ 
ary 1, 2007. 

“The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to assist electric coopera¬ 

tive youth while honoring past rural 
electric leaders through memorial 
gifts,” said Angela Griffin, Manager 
of Member Services at EnerStar. 
“We want to make a difference in 
their communities. One of the best 
ways we can do that is by lending a 
hand to our youth,” said Griffin. 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and vol¬ 
unteer experience, school and civic 

activities, and a short essay, which 
demonstrates their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Program was established in 1994 by 
the board of directors of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
For further information on the IEC 
Memorial Scholarship Program, con¬ 
tact Griffin at 217-466-7603 or by e- 
mail at agriffin@enerstar.com, or ask 
your high school guidance counselor. 

Cooperative Bank Representative 
Visits EnerStar Terri Wilson, a representative 

from National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corpora¬ 
tion (CFC), recently visited the 
EnerStar offices and met with the 
cooperative’s board of directors 
and staff. Formed in 1969, CFC is 
a member-owned financial institu¬ 
tion that provides financial prod¬ 
ucts to Enerstar Power and more 
than 1,000 electric cooperatives 
located in 49 states, District of Co¬ 
lumbia, and three U.S. territories. 
Wilson (left) is shown with Ener- 
Star’s board chairman Tom DeWitt 
(center) and board member Gene 
Higginbotham (right). 
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EnerStar 
In an effort to improve system re¬ 

liability, EnerStar Power recently 
completed routine pole inspections 
on the southern half of the coopera¬ 
tive’s service territory. 

In 2006, all poles on the Ferrell 
substation and half of the Marshall 
substation were inspected as well 
as a large portion of the Kansas 
substation. In 2005, the coopera¬ 
tive inspected the other half of the 
Marshall substation while the West 
Union substation was completed in 

2004. EnerStar will eventually in¬ 
spect all poles on the electric system 
in an eight-year rotation cycle. 

“The cooperative uses a con¬ 
tractor that specializes in this type 
of work. That crew serves as anoth¬ 
er set of eyes and gives us a different 
perspective,” said Mike Clark, Line 
Superintendent at EnerStar. “They 
check for maintenance issues such 
as broken hardware, clearance issues 
or even trees that need trimmed.” 

Clark stated that the inspections 
are in addition to the routine main¬ 
tenance the cooperative completes 
every day. “It is all about improving 
system reliability,” said Clark. “This 
means less unscheduled outages 
which reduces member inconve¬ 
nience and cooperative expenses.” 

Clark explained that a “Sound 
and Seldom Bore” technique is 

used. The pole is checked at the 
ground level. If the pole is suspi¬ 
cious, the inspector drills a hole at 
the base of the pole in a downward 
direction. The particles are checked 
for signs of decay. 

Some decay can be treated with 
a wood preservative to extend the 
life of the poles. But if necessary, 
the cooperative replaces the pole. 
During the inspections, a total of 
6,000 poles were visually checked. 
About 90 poles, some dating back 
to the early 1940s, will be replaced. 

Clark added that animal guards 
and guy wire guards were added where 
necessary. Animal guards are metal 
guards that wrap around the pole to 
preverit pets, squirrels and raccoons 
from climbing the poles and causing 

outages. Approximately 1,030 animal 
guards were installed in areas prone 
to animal-related outages. More than 
1,040 guy wire guards were installed 
to make the guys more visible in an 
effort to prevent accidents. 

While on the job, crews mapped 
each pole with global positioning 
satellite (GPS) technology and took 
photos of every pole top. The infor¬ 
mation is used in the cooperative’s 
mapping system. 

“With a simple click of a but¬ 
ton, we can pull up information on 
a particular map location and get 
information about the pole and its 
hardware. We can inventory the 
pole without having to go in the 
field to inspect,” said Clark. 

Members May Take Advantage 
Of “Trade-A-Tree” The same trees that beautify 

your landscape and provide 
shade for your home can also cause 
problems for your electric service. 
Trees growing too close to power 
lines are the primary cause of mo¬ 
mentary short circuits and flickering 
lights. Add a thunderstorm or snow 
and ice into the equation and those 
tree limbs are likely to knock power 
lines out completely. 

In an effort to protect your family 
and property and to avoid power out¬ 
ages, EnerStar offers free right-of-way 

trees create a situation that calls for 
more intense measures. Trees growing 
under power lines should be removed 

; for the safety of everyone. 
Therefore, EnerStar developed 

the Trade-A-Tree program. This 
program allows EnerStar to remove 
trees that grow directly beneath 
high voltage power lines. For each 
tree removed, the cooperative 
provides participating members 
with an ornamental tree that has 
limited height. Trees will be avail¬ 
able the first week of April. The 

tree trimming and clean up as part of 
a comprehensive community plan. 
But sometimes, high maintenance 
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member simply agrees to plant the 
new tree in an area away from the 
power lines to avoid a repeat situa- 
tion later. Since the program began, 
EnerStar has distributed more than 
400 trees to participating members. 

The Trade-A-Tree program is 
only available for trees located in 
landscaped or mowed yards that 
are located directly under or within 
close proximity to high voltage 
power lines. Trees located close to 
service drops and other low voltage 

secondary lines are not eligible for 
the program. 

Though some members may be 
inconvenienced by the temporary 
loss of a yard tree, the cooperative is 
hopeful the long-term advantages of 
a safer and more reliable service will 
convince members to participate in 
the Trade-A-Tree program. 

For more information regarding 
the program, contact Mike Clark 
at (217) 466-7616 or e-mail him at 
mclark@enerstar.com. 

Annual 
Meeting Is 

Just Around 
The Corner 

68th Annual Meeting 
of Members 

Saturday, 
March 17, 2007 

Board petitions will be 
available beginning 
December 1, 2006. 

For more information, 
contact EnerStar s 

Vicki Ewing at 
217'466'7601 or 

by email at 
vewing@enerstar.com. 

Mission 
statement 

EnerStar Power exists 
to reliably distribute 

affordable electricity to 
its member-owners while 
upholding our values of 
integrity, accountability, 
and commitment to our 

community. 

Together, 
We Have The Power 

To Make A Difference 

One way to save your energy dollars is to switch to 
energy-efficient light bulbs. Compact fluorescents 

are 75 percent more energy-efficient than convention¬ 
al light bulbs. 
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Blinking Digital Clocks and Trimming Trees 
An annoying way of indicating the system is working properly! 

“Ugh! My clocks are flashing again! We must have had another power outage!” 

Coming home to a flashing digital 
clock is an annoyance at best. It 

is a telltale sign that your power has 
been interrupted, even if for only less 
than a second. It is hard to believe that 
this annoyance is an indication that the 
electrical system is working properly. 

It may be a small consolation, 
but it is highly likely that the power 
“outage” lasted only as long as it 
takes a tree limb to touch a power line 
while swaying in the breeze. That is 
why most electric utilities, including 
EnerStar Power, have a proactive tree¬ 
trimming program. 

But back to lights blinking; as 
stated this is an indication that the 
cooperative’s equipment is operating 
properly. If a fault or short circuit 
happens on a power line, a device 
called an oil-circuit recloser (OCR) 
opens to stop it, then quickly closes 
back in. Although the process is quick 

- and usually temporary - it may 
cause your lights to blink, making it 
necessary to reset digital clocks and 
appliances with digital displays. 

The OCR is essentially a breaker, 
functioning much like a breaker in 
the electrical panel in your home. It 
permits power to continue flowing 
through the line with only a brief 
interruption of service - rather than 
causing an extended power outage. If 
the short circuit continues, the OCR 
will operate or “trip” three times 
before eventually stopping the flow 
of electricity and causing a power 
outage. This process protects the lines 
from damage, cutting off power to the 
affected section of the line and isolating 
the problem until it can be repaired. 

Although the weather and nature’s 
creatures are beyond our control, you 
can lessen the effects and inconvenience 
of “blinks” when they occur. When 
purchasing small appliances and digital 

clocks, consider a model with battery 
backup. And don’t forget to check the 
battery regularly. 

You may also want to install 
meter-base surge protection for 
the major appliances in your home 
and surge protection with built-in 
uninterrupted power supply (UPS) 
for your computer or other electronic 
devices whose “memory” would be 
lost with a power interruption. 

The EnerStar office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 23, 2006, and 

Friday, November 24, 2006, 
in observance of the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 
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Understanding Furnace Efficiency Ratings 
If you have an older forced air 

furnace, you may be able to save 
energy and money by replacing it 
with a more efficient system. The 
best new furnaces consume up to 30 
percent less fuel than older systems. 

The efficiency of combustion 
heating systems such as furnaces is 
measured in Annual Fuel Utilization 
Efficiency (AFUE). This rating is in¬ 
cluded on the yellow Energy Guide 
label posted on all new appliances, 
and it measures the efficiency at 
which the appliance delivers heat to 
your home’s ductwork. Many older 
furnaces have an AFUE of about 60 
to 70 percent. This means that at 
least 30 percent of the fuel you pur¬ 
chase is wasted as heat that escapes 
up the chimney or out the sides of 
the furnace. 

You can identify these old-fash¬ 
ioned conventional furnaces by their 
standing pilot light (a small visible 
flame that lights the main burners) 
and open draft diverter (that allows 
room air to flow into the chimney). 

The EnerStar office 
will be closed on Friday, 

November 10, 2006, 
in observance of 

Veteran s Day 

When shopping for a new gas furnace, 
you’ll have two choices of efficiency: 

The best new furnaces 
consume up to 30 

percent less fuel than 
older systems. 

• Mid-efficiency furnaces have 
an AFUE rating of 80 to 82 
percent. This efficiency upgrade 
includes an electronic ignition 
(no pilot light), a lightweight 
heat exchanger (less warm-up 
time), and a fan that controls 
chimney draft (less heat going 
up the chimney). 

• High-efficiency furnaces have an 
AFUE of 90 percent or higher. 
Like the AFUE 80+ furnace, 
these furnaces have electronic 
ignition and a draft fan. The 
AFUE 90+ furnaces will also 
have a sealed combustion 
chamber, offering an important 
safety advantage since they draw 
combustion air from outdoors. 
Finally, the AFUE 90+ furnaces 
extract extra heat from their 
combustion gases by cooling 
them to the point of condensa¬ 
tion, releasing latent heat. 
No one looks forward to the day 

their furnace needs to be replaced. 
But the new generation of heating 
equipment can save you a lot of en¬ 
ergy and money in the long run. 

Based on standard U.S. Government tests 

EnERCYGUIDE 
Compare the Energy Efficiency of this 
Furnace with Others Before You Buy. 
This Model's Efficiency 
80.7 AFUE 

? 
Energy efficiency range of all similar models 

Least Efficient Most Efficient 

78.0 97.0 

The AFUE, Annual Fuel U tilization Efficiency, is a measure of energy efficiency for 

furnaces and boilers. Only furnaces fueled by natural gas are used in this scale. 

Natural gas furnaces that have higher AFUEs are more energy efficient. 

Fadaral law requires the seller or installer of this appliance to make available a fact sheet or 

directory giving further Information about the efficiency and operating cost of this equipment. 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 217-463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Larry J. Welsh 
1953-2006 EnerStar Power was saddened 

to receive word on the 
death of Larry Welsh of Marshall 
on August 20, 2006. 

Larry and his family have 
a long history with our electric 
cooperative. Larry served on the 
EnerStar board of directors from 
2001 to 2004- His father was 
longtime EnerStar director, Joe 
Welsh, who served the coopera¬ 
tive from 1965 to 2001. 

Larry was born January 21, 
1953, in Terre Haute, Ind., to 
Joe and Dorothy Green Welsh. 
Survivors include his wife, Deb¬ 
bie Scheidler Welsh, whom he 
married August 7, 1976,; two 
sons, Jeremy J. Welsh and Bran¬ 
don Welsh, both of Marshall; 
his mother of Terre Haute; two 

brothers, Keith Welsh and his wife, 
Vicki, of Marshall and Bruce Welsh 
and his wife, Marvona, of Terre 
Haute. His father preceded him 
in death. 

Besides his years of service 
to EnerStar, Larry was an active 
member of the Clark County 
Pork Producers Association and 
the Illinois Pork Producers Asso¬ 
ciation. He served on the Board 
of Trustees for Wabash Town¬ 
ship, Clark County for several 
years. He was a graduate of Mar¬ 
shall High School and Indiana 
State University. He was a mem¬ 
ber of the Marshall Quarterback 
Club and served on the Chain 
Gang for Marshall High School 
Football for the past nine years. 

EnerStar appreciates the 
years of service and hard work 
the family contributed to the 
cooperative and expresses their 
condolences to the Welsh family. 

You asked for it, you got it- 

Online Bill Payment now available 
at www.enerstar.com 

OneTime bill payments with credit cards, 
debit cards or electronic checks 

M Recurring monthly bill payments with 
credit cards, debit cards or bank draft 

Review up to 36 months of past consump¬ 
tion history and the days of service 

Graphically view consumption history 

View and download billing statements 

J&tar 
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Annual Meeting Just Around 
The Corner 16b-c 
Find out who’s up for election 

Five Scholarships 16d 
Students should apply today for 
college scholarships 

Pay Your Bill Online 16d 
Check out this convenient way 
to pay 

Wind Generated Power.. .16e 
Wabash Valley purchasing wind¬ 
generated electricity 

Low Income Energy 
Assistance 16e 
Find out if you qualify for assis¬ 

tance funds 

New Times For Oil 
Collection 16f 
First Monday of the month and 
by appointment 

Clearing ROW Means 
Better Service 16f 
Right-of-way clearing helps pre¬ 
vent outages 

Holiday Electrical Safety .16g 
Learn how to decorate for the 

holidays safely 

Just a tiny little baby 
Sleeping in the hay 
With His Mother watching over Him 
Not far away. 

His Mothers name was Mary 
She was God’s chosen one. 
Picked by the Heavenly Father to 
Give birth to His only Son. 

He was bom for a new beginning 
To those who would believe 
And follow His example and from 
Their sins win a reprieve. 

So as we celebrate the season and that 
Glorious day 
Let us remember Baby Jesus as 
He lay sleeping in the Hay. 

h- 
CS) 

Our office will be closed 

December 22 and 25 for 

Christmas and December 

29 and January 1 for the 

New Year s holiday. 



Annual Meeting Just Around the Corner 
Petitions Available for Board Elections 

At a Special Meeting of Mem¬ 
bers in August 2004, EnerStar 

members approved new board nom¬ 
ination procedures and rules. First 
used at the 2005 annual meeting 
held in March, all board candidates 
are nominated by petition only. The 
bylaw changes abolished the former 
practice of nominating committees 
and nominations from the floor. 

The petition process is now 
underway for the 2007 Annual 
Meeting board elections. Petitions 
require the signatures of 15 En- 
erStar members who live in the 
candidate’s Voting District. All 
members signing petitions must 

have an original membership card 
on file and must be currently receiv¬ 
ing electricity from the cooperative. 
Candidates will also need to check 
with cooperative personnel to make 
certain they reside within their 
Representative Districts. 

Beginning December 1, 2006, 
members wishing to receive a peti¬ 
tion can pick one up at the Ener- 
Star headquarters in Paris. They 
may also be obtained via mail or 
e-mail by calling the cooperative 
office at (217) 463-4145 during nor¬ 
mal business hours. 

Petitions may be turned in to the 
cooperative from January 2, 2007, 

to January 17, 2007. This fulfills the 
bylaw amendment of Article IV, 
Section 6, which requires petitions 
be turned in “not more than 75 nor 
less than 60 days prior to the annual 
meeting.” 

Candidates should also provide 
a short biographical sketch, 250 
words or less, and a photo to be 
published with the Annual Meet¬ 
ing Notice. Biographies and photos 
should be turned in with the peti¬ 
tions in order to meet publishing 
deadlines. 

Three director positions are open for election at the forth' 
coming 68th Annual Meeting of Members. All positions 

are for three-year terms. If you have questions regarding in 
which voting and representative district you are located, com 
tact an EnerStar Members Accounts Representative at (800) 
635'4145 during normal business hours. 

Voting District A 
Representative District 3, 
currently served by 
Dale English 
The Townships of Buck, 
Paris, Hunter, and Stratton 
in Edgar County, Illinois. 

Voting District B 
Representative District 6, 
currently served by 
David Sprigg 
The Townships of Westfield 
and Douglas in Clark County, 
Illinois; all that portion of 
the Township of Dolson lying 
north of the 2000th Road in 
Clark County, Illinois; and all 
that portion of the Township 
of Wabash lying north of In¬ 
terstate Highway 70 in Clark 
County, Illinois. 

Voting District C 
Representative District 8, 
currently served by 
Don Baggs 
All that portion of the Town¬ 
ship of Wabash lying south of 
Interstate Highway 70 in Clark 
County, Illinois. 

Mission statement 
EnerStar Power exists to reliably distribute affordable electricity to its member-owners while 

upholding our values of integrity, accountability, and commitment to our community. 
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Enerstar Power Corp 
9 Representative Districts 

Board Candidate Petition Dates 
December 1, 2006 ..Petitions available 
January 2, 2007 First day to turn in petitions 
January 17, 2007 ....Last day to turn in petitions 

March 17, 2007 
68th Annual Meeting of Members 

CARROLL LOVE 

NEWMAN 
YOUNG AMERICA ROSS 

strtet c. 

PRAIRIE 

3 Voting Districts 

c 

7 

8 

9 

Voting Districts A, B, and C each 
contain three Representative Districts 

in shades of red, green, and blue, respectively. 
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Pay Your Electric Bill 
Online - Simple and Easy! 

Students Encouraged To Apply for 
2007 IEC Memorial For the twelfth consecutive year, 

EnerStar Power and the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award aca¬ 
demic scholarships to high school 
seniors. Five scholarships in 2007 
will be awarded through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memo¬ 
rial Scholarship Program. Each 
of the scholarships will be worth 
$1,250. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of Illi¬ 
nois are eligible to participate in the 
program. Three of the five scholar¬ 
ships will be awarded to the son or 
daughter of an electric cooperative 
member. A fourth award will go to 
the son or daughter of an electric 
cooperative director or employee. A 
fifth scholarship will be reserved for 
use at a two-year Illinois community 
college, and sons and daughters of 
electric cooperative members, em¬ 
ployees and directors are all eligible. 

EnerStar Power is pleased to announce another con¬ 
venient way for members to pay their electric bills 

- Online Bill Pay! EnerStar members are able to access 
their electric billing statements directly online and make 
payments immediately. 

“For awhile now, many members have been asking 
for more online services so we are pleased to offer this 
convenience to our membership,” said Angela Griffin, 
EnerStar’s Manager of Member Services. “Hopefully, it 
will be well received by the membership.” 

To access the online bill payment area, members 
should log on to www.enerstar.com and click on the 
Member Services Section and then on the Online Bill Pay 
area. Griffin stressed that the site is secure and your per¬ 
sonal information is safe. The first time a member visits 
the site they will be asked to create a login and a pass¬ 
word. Griffin advised that the login must be between 6 
and 20 characters and the password must between 8 and 
20 characters. She added that the login and the password 
could not contain any special characters or spaces. Mem¬ 
bers will want to keep this information available because it 
will be necessary for future visits. 

After the login is created, members link their account 
numbers and meter numbers to their login. Therefore, if 
members have more than one account, they can access 
that information via one login and not have to create mul¬ 
tiple logins. 

Members will be able to access up to 36 months of 
consumption history and even view an actual electronic 
copy of the billing statement for a particular time period. 

“There are a couple of ways that members can make 
payments online,” said Griffin. One-time bill payments 

can be made with credit cards, debit cards or electronic 
checks. In addition, members can set up recurring month¬ 
ly bill payments using those same payment methods. 
Recurring monthly payments are posted on the member’s 
due date. A hard copy of the electric statement indicating 
that the payment has been posted will be sent via regular 
mail. 

Griffin invited members to visit the Web site often and 
e-mail her at agriffin@enerstar.com with comments and 
suggestions. 

The deadline for applications to be 
returned to the cooperative is Janu¬ 
ary 1, 2007. 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and vol¬ 
unteer experience, school and civic 
activities, and a short essay, which 

demonstrates their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

For further information on the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, 
contact Griffin at 217-466-7603 or 
by e-mail at agriffin@enerstar.com, 
or ask your high school guidance 
counselor. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 6 



To Add Wind-Generated Power Wabash Valley W%J 
abash Valley Power As¬ 
sociation has expanded its 

portfolio of environmentally friendly 
power sources with an 11 -year agree¬ 
ment to purchase wind-generated 
electricity from AgriWind LLC. 

The Indianapolis-based coop¬ 
erative power supplier to EnerStar 
Power has agreed to purchase the 
output of four wind turbines that 
will be located near Bloomington, 
Illinois. Wabash Valley’s CEO Rick 
Coons said last month. Each of 
the turbines is expected to gener¬ 
ate approximately 2.1 megawatts 
of electricity, adding a total of 8.4 
megawatts to the association’s pow¬ 
er supply at competitive prices. 

Construction of the turbines is 
underway. They are expected to be 
operational later this year or the 
first part of 2007. 

“The agreement carries minimal 
risk for Wabash Valley,” Coons add¬ 
ed. “It requires no upfront capital 

investment on our part, and we pay 
only when electricity is generated.” 

Wabash Valley already has exten¬ 
sive experience in the use of renew¬ 
able and environmentally friendly 
sources of electricity. Coons said 
that the new agreement is part of 
the power supplier’s efforts to broad¬ 
en and diversify that “green power” 
portfolio. 

“Cooperatives like EnerStar Pow¬ 

er have a strong sense of environ¬ 
mental responsibility and see new 
technologies such as wind genera¬ 
tion as a practical way to reduce the 
nation’s dependence on imported 
fuels,” he said. “However, they have 
also challenged us to explore those 
technologies in a cost-effective way.” 

EnerStar CEO Peter Kollinger 
agreed with Coons statements. “We 
are very pleased that Wabash has 
been proactive in this area. We feel 
it is an important step to the future.” 

AgriWind is an Illinois-based 
developer of wind energy projects 
that has received strong support 
from John Deere and others in the 
agricultural industry. 

Wabash Valley is a generation 
and transmission cooperative that 
provides wholesale electricity to 28 
distribution cooperatives, like En- 
erStar, serving more than 800,000 
consumers in Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan and Missouri. 

Low Income The Low Income Energy As¬ 
sistance Program (LIHEAP) is 

designed to assist eligible households 
pay for winter energy services. The 
amount of the payment is determined 
by income, household size, fuel type 
and geographic location. 

An overdue bill or cut-off notice 
is not required. You do not have to 
own your home or pay energy bills 
directly to be eligible for assistance. 
Emergency assistance may be avail¬ 
able if your household is discon¬ 
nected from an energy source needed 
for heating and/or if a delivered-fuel 
supplier has refused to deliver and 
the tank contains 10 percent or less. 

In east-central Illinois, monies 
from the LIHEAP program are ad¬ 
ministered through the Embarrass 
River Basin Agency (ERBA). As¬ 
sistance for reconnection will only 
be provided to households that have 
made a good faith effort to maintain 
their energy services or can pay a 
portion of the amount owed for re¬ 
connection. 

ERBA accepts applications for 

Energy Assistance Available 

assistance by appointment on Mon¬ 
days, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
When applying for assistance, you 
need the following information: (1) 
Proof of gross income from all house¬ 
hold members for the 30-day period 
prior to application date; (2) A copy 
of your current heat and electric 
bills; (3) Proof of Social Security 
numbers for all household members; 

(4) If a member of your household 
received TANF or AABD, you 
must bring their “Medical Eligibility 
Card;” (5) If you rent your home, 
proof of your rental agreement, 
which must state your monthly rent 
amount, may be necessary. 

If you are eligible, ERBA will 
make the appropriate payments to 
your energy provider(s) on your 
behalf or, in some cases, directly to 
you. 

If you think you might be eligible 
for assistance, you should contact 
ERBA directly. Representatives can 
be reached at 465-4911 in Edgar 
County or 932-5272 in Clark County. 
Below are the income eligibility 
guidelines for the LIHEAP program. 

Income Eligibility: 
30-day period to application 

Family Size 30 day income 

1 $1,196 

2 $1,604 

3 $2,012 

4 $2,420 

5 $2,828 

6 $3,236 

7 $3,644 

8 $4,052 

* For each additional family 
member, add $408 
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New Times Available For Used Oil Collection 
In Illinois, millions of gallons of 

used motor oil go unaccounted for 
each year. This oil winds up in our 
ditches, storm drains, roads, and in 
the landfills. Eventually, it can enter 
our groundwater supply. 

To do its part in protecting our 
soil and water supplies, EnerStar 
serves as a used oil collection site 
for members wishing to properly 
dispose of their used oil. EnerStar 
burns the oil in its garage heaters. 

Due to the success of the pro¬ 
gram, the cooperative is announc¬ 
ing a few changes to make it easier 
for the membership. “We will still 
collect oil on the first Monday of 
each month, but now we also allow 
members to set up appointments 
during normal business hours,” says 
Mike Clark, EnerStar’s Line Super¬ 
intendent. “We just want to make 
sure that someone is at the coopera¬ 
tive who can help unload the oil.” 

Clark added that the service is 
only available to residential mem¬ 
bers who are considered “do-it-your¬ 
selfers” for home and farm use. 

To help you properly dispose of 

used oil, please follow these tips: 
• Drain the oil or transmission fluid 
into a suitable container. The con¬ 
tainer capacity should be no larger 
than five gallons. The container 
should be a portable device, in 
which the material is stored, trans¬ 
ported or otherwise handled. Make 
sure the cap fits tightly. 
• The cooperative can also accept 
oil in 30 or 50-gallon drums as long 
as the containers are properly sealed. 
• Use a funnel to keep oil from 
spilling and keep the container 
clean. 
• Important to remember...Do not 
mix the oil with other liquids such 
as antifreeze, gasoline, paint thin¬ 
ner, brake fluid or water. 

If you have questions about the 
program, contact Clark at 1-800- 
635- 4145, extension 616 or e-mail 
him at mclark@enerstar.com. 

Ryan Haddix (left) and Galen Satter¬ 

field (right) properly dispose of used oil 

in the cooperative’s oil burner. 

Used Oil collection site - 
Important Info to know! 

• Drop off available first Monday of 
the month or by appointment 
• Containers up to 50-gallon must 
be properly sealed 

Clearing ROW Means Better Service For You 
Whether it is lightning strikes 

or a blanket of ice on the 
power lines, the EnerStar electrical 
system is designed and maintained 
to withstand these forces. One way 
the cooperative prepares for severe 
weather is through an aggressive 
vegetation management program. 
While that may sound impressive, 
vegetation management is just fan¬ 
cy words for the cooperative’s tree 
trimming and spraying activities. 

“Vegetation management is an 
important part of EnerStar’s goal to 
deliver power that is safe, reliable, 
and environmentally responsible,” 
says Line Superintendent Mike 
Clark. “By preparing ahead of the 
winds and rains, we can reduce 
outages caused by branches falling 
on lines, trees interfering with volt¬ 
age levels, or brush in right-of-way 
areas making access to equipment 
difficult.” He explained that trees 
touching power lines actually drain 

◄ This machine can 

cut down and chip an 

8'inch by 30-foot tree 

in a matter of minutes. 

► During November and December, 

EnerStar’s Galen Satterfield (left) and 

Mike Huddleston have been clearing 

rights-of-way to improve system reli¬ 

ability. 

electricity from the electrical sys¬ 
tem. In severe cases, this can cause 
the cooperative’s line-protection de¬ 
vices to take a circuit out of service 

and your lights to go out. 
EnerStar has been aggressively 

tackling tree-related outages for the 
last couple of years. In November 
and December, efforts focused on 
right-of-way clearing. Clearing 
rights-of-way allows EnerStar line 

Continued on page 16h 
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Practice Holiday Electrical 
Safety This Season 

EnerStar Power and the Electri¬ 
cal Safety Foundation Interna¬ 

tional (ESFI) is reminding those at 
home and in the workplace to keep 
electrical safety in mind when deco¬ 
rating for the holiday season: 

S Before decorating, read and fol¬ 
low the manufacturers’ instrac- 
tions concerning installation and 
maintenance of all decorative 
electrical products. 

^ Use lights and other electrical 
decorations certified by a recog¬ 
nized independent testing labora¬ 
tory such as CSA, UL or ETL. 

Outdoors, use lights and other 
electrical decorations certified 
for outdoor use. 

Carefully inspect each decora¬ 
tion before plugging into an 
outlet. Cracked, frayed, loose 
or bare wires, as well as loose 
connections may cause electri¬ 
cal shock or start a fire. Replace 
damaged items 

'/ Always unplug electrical decora¬ 
tions before replacing light bulbs 
or fuses. 

S Do not mount or support light 
strings that might damage the 
cord's insulation 

'/ Never nail or staple light strings 
or extension cords 

S Do not connect more than three 
light string sets together 

We hear you 
loud and clear 

v' Light strings with screw-in bulbs 
should have no more than 50 
bulbs connected together 

S Do not overload extension cords 
- they can overheat and start a 
fire. Keep all outdoor extension 
cords and light strings clear of 
snow and standing water. 

'C Never use electric lights on a 
metallic tree. The tree can be¬ 
come charged with electricity 
from faulty lights 

S Do not allow children or pets to 
play with electrical decorations. 
Even small light decorations can 
produce a fatal shock if they are 
misused 

Turn off all electrical decorations 
before leaving home or going to 
bed 

"S Plug outdoor electric lights and 
decorations into circuits protect¬ 
ed by ground fault circuit inter¬ 
rupters (GFCIs). Portable GFCIs 
can be purchased wherever elec¬ 
trical supplies are sold 

At EnerStar, we listen 
to what you have to say. 

Whether you are a big or small consumer, we 
are committed to providing you with affordable, 
reliable power using state-of-the-art technol¬ 
ogy and service. 

We are part of our community because co-op 
employees not only work here - we live here 
too. We are your neighbors and friends. 

You have a voice with us. 

Snuggle Up Safely 
Supplemental heating appliances leading 

culprit of home fires in cold weather 

Approximately one-third of all house 
fires nationwide occur during the 

cold, home-heating season of December, 
January and February. According to the 
National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), the major cause of these 
winter fires can be attributed to faulty 
and improper use and maintenance of 
supplemental heating equipment, such 
as space heaters. 

“Space heaters can warm up a 
chilly room fast, but they need to be 
used carefully. Follow these tips from 
Safe Electricity to learn the proper 
procedures to keep your family safe,” 
says Tim Haddix, EnerStar’s System 
Engineer and Energy Advisor. 
• Purchase only space heaters that have 
been safety tested and rated. Make sure 
the unit is equipped with automatic 
shut-off features and heating element 
guards. Read and follow all of the 
manufacturer's instructions for operation 
and care. 
• Before use, check to make sure the 
heater is in good condition, and have all 
problems professionally repaired. 
• Place heater out of high-traffic areas 
and on a level, hard, non-flammable 
floor surface— NOT on carpets, furniture 
or countertops. 
• Remember to keep space heaters at 
least three feet from all flammable items 
such as draperies, blankets and sofas. 
• Do not overload circuits. Don’t use 
extension cords or multiple plugs with 
a space heater, and make sure the unit 
is not plugged into the same circuit as 
other electric appliances. 
• Never leave space heaters unattended. 
Turn off your space heater and unplug it 
before leaving the room or going to bed. 

For more electrical safety information, 
visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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Invite Healthy Eating To The Holidays 
Five tips to help you stay in shape this holiday season 

The holiday season has arrived. 

The grocery store shelves are 

lined with shiny cans of cranberry 

sauce, and the temptation to in¬ 

dulge our nation’s overactive appe¬ 

tite becomes a little harder to resist. 

According to the Duke Diet 

and Fitness Center, the average 

American gains five pounds be¬ 

tween Thanksgiving and the first 

of the year. It may seem impossible 

to get through the holidays without 

loosening your belt a few notches, 

but for the sake of your health, it 

is essential that you try to keep the 

pounds down. 

Startling statistics from the Cen¬ 

ters for Disease Control and Preven¬ 

tion (CDC) reveal that 30 percent 

of American adults older than 20 

are obese—more than 60 million 

people. Half of all Americans fail 

to get the exercise they need to im¬ 

prove health, says the CDC. Being 

overweight and obese contributes to 

serious health problems like heart 

disease, hypertension, type 2 diabe¬ 

tes, stroke and some forms of cancer. 

For those who struggle with 

weight problems, the holidays may 

not be the best time to try and lose 

weight. A more realistic goal might 

be to maintain your current weight 

throughout the holiday season and 

meet 2007 with the confidence you 

need to improve your health. 

Here are some tips on how to 

maintain good health, as well as 

your jolly holiday spirit: 

• Don’t let holiday hustle take you 

to the drive through. Avoid fast 

food and eat at home on days when 

you’ll be busy shopping and run¬ 

ning errands. Prepare healthy meals 

ahead of time and keep them in the 

fridge or freezer for easy reheating 

when things get hectic. 

• Keep portions small. You don’t 

have to avoid your favorite holiday 

dishes, just be careful not to over¬ 

eat. Be sure to include healthier 
items like fresh fruits and vegetables 

alongside the candied sweet pota¬ 

toes and pumpkin pie. 

• Modify favorite recipes. Ex¬ 

periment with low-fat, low-calorie 

ingredients. The American Heart 

Association offers suggestions for 

recipes at www.americanheart.org. 

• Drink more water than wine. 

Eight glasses of water a day will help 

you avoid seasonal colds and flu and 

stay healthy. 

• Get the party moving. Plan 

holiday events that will encourage 

friends and family to stay active: 

sing carols, go ice skating or take a 

brisk walk together. 

Eat, drink and be merry in mod¬ 

eration, and you can get through 

the holidays without picking up 
extra pounds along the way. 

► Continued from page 16f 

workers to get necessary equipment 
into the power lines for pole chang¬ 
es and maintenance. 

With the use of a rubber-tracked 

loader and a brush attachment, 

EnerStar crews can quickly and ef¬ 
ficiently clear a power line in a mat¬ 

ter of hours compared to what used 

to take days by more conventional 

means. Once an area has been 
cleared, a carpet of chips is all that 

remains. 

“Ultimately through this pro¬ 

gram, our goal is more reliable 

service to our members,” concludes 

Clark. For more information about 

EnerStar’s vegetation management 
program, visit www.enerstar.com or 

contact Clark at (217) 466-7616. 

Seal the deal this winter. 
Advice when you want it. Help when you need it. 

Even small cracks or gaps around windows or doors can cause 
significant heat loss in the winter. An inexpensive, easy solution 
is to caulk, seal and weatherstrip around doors and windows, 
inside and out, with materials found right at your local hardware 
store. Seal around areas where you feel drafts, such as seams, 
cracks and openings to the outside. You'll notice a difference 
quickly, in your family’s comfort and in your bottom line. 

For more ideas on how to stay comfortable and save money this 
heating season or advice on today’s high efficiency electric 
products, call your local co-op or go to www.energyadvisor.coop. 

217-463-4145 • www.enerstar.com 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 6 



NEWS, NOTES & VIEWS 01/06 

It’s the end of an era: 
We’re no longer in the 

DirecTV business. 

Just over ten years ago, the 
cooperative’s board made the decision 
to invest in the DirecTV franchise for 
the six counties where most of the co¬ 
ops members live. The board formed 
a subsidiary, Illinois Rural 
Telecommunication Co., to operate the 
business. In a subsequent decision, 
the rights to provide DirecTV in the 
towns, as well as in the rural areas, 
were purchased. 

In all the investment to buy the 
business amounted to $800,000. It 
was something of a gamble. The first 
DirecTV satellite wasn’t even in the sky 
when the investment was made! 

Through the hard work of many 
people at IRTC over the years, the 
business grew to serve nearly 7,000 
customers at the peak, and it made a 
good contribution to the co-op’s 
consolidated income. 

Times change, though, and last year 
DirecTV made an offer to buy the 
franchise back. The board took the 
offer because we couldn’t make as 
much operating the business as we’d 

get from the sale of the franchise. In 
part, we couldn’t make as much as the 
offer because of the limited time we 
had to run the business, ourselves. 
Our franchise would have ended 2011. 

After meeting some expenses which 
the revenue from DirecTV met, we’ll 
have $5,000,000 “in the bank” from the 
sale. Actually, the proceeds are 
invested in absolutely safe government 
insured securities, and the interest 
earned offsets some of the costs of 
operating the cooperative. 

We tried for the past several months 
to operate as a sales and service 
operation for the customers we’d 
served so well so long, but under the 
new arrangements, we just couldn’t 
cover the costs. 

Continued on the next page. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy " Partner 
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IRTC’s Internet business 
continues, and plans are underway 
to expand that business to include 
high speed wireless service. IRTC 
also owns Prather Oil and the assets 
of Midstate Propane which will be 
both be operated as Illinois Propane. 

If you need service for your 
DirecTV account, you’ll have to call 
1-800-347-3288. 

Your payments will also go to 
DirecTV instead of going to IRTC. 
The return address on the new 
statements will be the correct one. 

“Certainly, it’s a disappointment not 
to be able to provide employment for 
all of the wonderful people who’ve 
worked at IRTC bringing us 
DirecTV,” Tom Meehan, chairman of 
the IRTC board, said. “They’ve done 
a great job for the company and for 
its customers.” 

“But this should be remembered as 
a case of the cooperative’s board 
having the good judgment to make 
the initial investments so that people 
in our area could get high quality 
television a lot sooner than would 
otherwise be the case. 

“We’re also going to be able to 
have income on a permanent basis 
which we won’t have to get through 
the electric rates. Every member of 
the co-op is better off.” 

Illinois Rural Electric Members’ 
Mrs. Moore’s 5th grade class at \ 
School to purchase 35 calculate 
tors and two calculator resource 
are Mrs. Moore, Kelsey Bettis, K 
Gathers, Kimberlin Downey, Ally 
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nated $584 to 
ter Elementary 
jverhead calcula- 
Pictured above 
armody, Elizabeth 
st, Octavia Galica, 

Morgan Gregory, Kurtis Henson, Logan Hoots, Tommy 
Kilver, Bailey McCleery, Brittany McDade, Brady Milnes, 
Shane Moore, Heather Morgan, Joshua Peak, Autum Sav¬ 
age, Sarah Sellars, Cody Shanks, Colin VanDeVelde, Sean 
Wade, Jozy Weder, Brandon Zenge, and Senior Engineer 
of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative Ron Coultas. 
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For iust $2 a month, add Accelerator to 
vour Computer! 

Accelerator gives you 
5 Times Faster 

the speed of normal 
ial-up on most websites. 

Call 1-800-713-4782 & ★ 
Get 3 FREE months of Accelerator! 

irtc.net 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. 
2 South Main 

Winchester, Illinois 
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