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Across the 
President’s desk 
Alan W. Wattles 

Safe Electricity Web Site 
Enhances Features and Expands 
Offerings to Members 
A revamped SafeElectricity.org Web site has a new 

look and enhanced offerings for educators, kids, and 
Hispanic consumers, and expanded 
services for its member partners. 

The Electric Universe has 
been added to the Safe Electricity 
section for youth and educa¬ 
tors. The new on-line addition 
includes interactive games, 
activities and exercises, teacher 
lesson plans and classroom 
experiments. It compliments 
the existing resources that have 
been available to youth and 
teachers since the Safe Elec¬ 
tricity Web site went online in 
2001. 

“Among the improved Web 
site offerings, we are excited 
about the Electric Universe 
addition and it’s potential for 
getting more life-saving infor¬ 
mation to children and teachers,” 
said Molly Hall, Director of Safe 
Electricity. “By using technology 
to help children learn about safety, 
we hope to reach even more peo¬ 
ple, as children often share their new 
knowledge with friends and family.” 

Electric Universe includes in its “Power of Learning 
offerings many interactive activities to engage young 

people and raise interest in electrical safety. Children 
also learn about tree and power line safety, electrical 
emergencies, and electrical hazards like overloaded out¬ 
lets in the home. 

In its commitment and increased efforts to reach 
Hispanic audiences, the SafeElectricity.org Web site 
expansion also includes a new Spanish section. Many 
elements of the Safe Electricity program materials, such 
as seasonal news releases and companion radio Pub¬ 
lic Service Announcements, have been translated into 
Spanish since 2002. The new Spanish Web site section 
compiles all available Spanish electrical safety educa¬ 
tional materials into one convenient online resource. 

“There is great potential for using these new edu¬ 
cational tools,” says Jay Solomon, 

University of Illinois Extension 
Consumer and Family Econom¬ 

ics Educator. “Not only are they 
important resources for schools, 
they’ll make wonderful additions 
to after-school and summer day 
camp programs. Kids surfing 
from home will find plenty to en¬ 
joy online.” 

Accidents involving electric¬ 
ity result in hundreds of deaths, 
thousands of injuries, and tens 
of thousands of fires each year. 
Prevention of electricity-related 
tragedies is the goal of Safe Elec¬ 
tricity. 
SafeElectricity.org is a detailed, 
easy-to-use resource for hom¬ 
eowners, farmers, contractors, 

business owners, and public safety 
officials as well as teachers and 
youth - anyone who has questions 
or needs to know about electrical 
safety. The site also lists additional 

resources such as videotapes and instructional materials 
that are available for borrowing, and links to other safety 
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✓-Safe 
HEIe lectricity.org 

“Helping educate people 

to avoid tragic accidents, 
injuries, and death is what 

5afeElectricity.org is all about.” 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 



■ Continued from 16a 

information sites. 
The award-winning Safe Elec¬ 

tricity program was launched in 
May 2001 as a joint safety effort of 
nearly 3 dozen organizations, includ¬ 
ing electric utilities, electric coopera¬ 
tives, the Illinois Energy Association, 
and University of Illinois. The proj¬ 
ect was led by the Illinois Electric 
Council (IEC), a non-profit electric 
industry forum dedicated to promot¬ 
ing electric safety and efficiency. The 
Safe Electricity program has grown 

to include as its sponsors and utility 
partners several Midwestern electric 
providers, like Monroe County Elec¬ 
tric Co-Operative and other entities 
dedicated to promoting the safe use 
of electricity. 

Designed to compliment utili¬ 
ties’ and safety educators’ existing 
safety programs, the new “Mem¬ 
bers” section was added to the re¬ 
vamped Safe Electricity Web site to 
more readily and quickly respond to 

the informational needs of its utility 
partners. 

“We know that information 
and awareness create life-saving 
attitudes and actions,” Hall said. 
“Helping educate people to avoid 
tragic accidents, injuries, and death 
is what Safe Electricity is all about.” 

For more electrical safety 
information, or information about 
the Safe Electricity program, visit the 
SafeElectricity.org Web site. 

Nominating Committee Named 
Meeting Set for Feb. 2 
A committee on nominations has 

been appointed and will meet at 
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 2, 
2005 at the Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative meeting room in Wa¬ 
terloo. The committee will meet to 
place the names of three persons 
in nomination to be elected at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting, to 
serve a three-year term as Directors 
of Monroe County Electric Co-Opera¬ 
tive. 

The cooperative’s 65th Annual 
Meeting of Members will be held 
Monday, March 21, 2005, at the 
Hecker Community Center, Hecker, 
Illinois. 

Directors whose current terms 
expire and who are eligible for re- 
election are: 

DISTRICT 4 

George W. Obernagel 
4 Country Lakes Lane 
Waterloo, IL. 62298 

DISTRICT 5 

Terry J. Grommet 
3810 High Prairie School Rd 
Belleville, IL 62220 

DISTRICT 6 

Ross Mueller 
4700 Fischer Rd 
Fults, IL 62244 

As a cooperative member, you 
have the right as well as an obliga¬ 
tion to participate in the election pro¬ 
cess. If you have any comments or 
suggestions for the election, please 
contact members of the 2005 Nomi¬ 
nating Committee. 

Cooperative Bylaws state: 
“Any twenty five (25) or more ac¬ 
tive members, acting together, may 
make other Nominations by petition 
received at the Cooperative office 
not less than twenty one (21) days 
prior to the Annual Meeting of mem¬ 
bers and shall be posted at the same 
place as nominations by the com¬ 
mittee is posted, and shall appear 
in the official notice of the meeting 
and on the official ballot. Additional 
nominations may also be made from 
the floor. Any nomination by petition 
or from the floor shall meet the same 
qualifications and eligibility as nomi¬ 
nees by the nominating committee.” 

2 0 0 5 NOMINATING COMMITTEE 1 

DISTRICT 4 - DISTRICT 5 - DISTRICT 6 - 
GEORGE OBERNAGEL TERRY GROMMET ROSS MUELLER 
Donald Gleiber Keith Brinkmann, Alternate Leland Wiegand Daniel Klein, Alternate George Green Marvin Hoffmann, Alternate 
2 Richard St. 215 Thomas In. 5304 Turner Hall Rd. 3637 High Prairie School Rd. 4484 Fischer Rd. 4862 Bushy Prairie Rd. 
Waterloo, IL. 62298 Waterloo, IL. 62298 Belleville, IL. 62220 Belleville, IL. 62220 Fults, IL. 62244 Waterloo, IL. 62298 

Frederick Meister Darrelle Quirin Donald Schrader 
12 Richard St. 3701 High Prairie School Rd. 5469 Kaskaskia Rd. 
Waterloo, IL. 62298 Belleville, IL. 62220 Waterloo, IL. 62298 

Wilbert Kopp Larry Schwaegel Ron Schewe 
5704 Martini Rd. 4735 Brenner Rd. 1068 Gall Rd. 
Waterloo, IL. 62298 Freeburg, IL. 62243 Waterloo, IL. 62298 
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2005 “Youth to Washington Tour” 
In June of each year, the electric 

and telephone cooperatives in Il¬ 
linois and across the United States 
sponsor groups of young people to 
Washington, D.C. on the “Youth to 
Washington” program. During a full 
week in the nation’s Capital, these 
students get an up-close look at 
democracy in action and get to meet 
with their Congressional delegation 
and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it 
is the trip of a lifetime. It’s an experi¬ 
ence they never will forget; full of 
fun, new friends, non-stop touring 
and yes, they actually learn some¬ 
thing too. Most students come back 
with an even deeper respect for our 
country, our form of government, 
and their opportunities. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future 
leaders have been introduced to 
government and the legislative pro¬ 
cess through this program. Many 

alumni of the program have gone on 
to leadership positions in our com¬ 
munities and government. A current 
member of the Illinois General As¬ 
sembly, State Representative Art 
Tenhouse, is a past member of the 
tour. 

The “Youth to Washington” Tour 
is recognized as one of the best 
youth tours of Washington, D.C. 
The tour is well-organized with good 
chaperones. Participants will see 
monuments and memorials and visit 
historical places. 

Last year, Melanie Garleb 
of Valmeyer and Renee Ed¬ 
wards of Smithton attended and 
had a great learning experience. 

For more information, contact 
the cooperative office at 939-7171 
or (800) 757-7433. 

It’s not too late to winterize your home 
Starl winterizing your home now to see energy savings all winter long 

Heating systems and 
humidifiers 

If you have a humidifier attached 
to your furnace, it should be cleaned 
and chlorinated. Replace filters, 
making sure the water is turned on 
and the drain is clear. Make sure the 
humidifier is not leaking into the fur¬ 
nace. 

Check all furnace filters to make 
sure they are clean. If not, either 
clean them or replace them. In some 
systems, filters should be replaced 
on a monthly basis during the regular 
heating period. Check your owner’s 
manual for recommended replacement 
time and other maintenance require¬ 
ments. 

If you have a wood-burning 
stove, check all ductwork for possible 
leaks. Do not vent a wood-burning 
stove or fireplace in the same flue 
as a gas, oil burner or space heater. 
Check fireplace chimney for obstruc¬ 
tions or creosote buildup and clean 
it at least once a year. Leave the 

damper slightly open at all times if 
you have a gas log or gas starter. 

Plumbing and water heaters 
Locate your main water shut-off 

valves and know how to use them. 
Turn off any water lines going to 

outside faucets and drain the pipes 

to prevent winter freeze up. 
Insulate water lines in your 

basement or outer walls exposed 
to cold drafts; however, do not use 
heat tapes in hard-to-reach areas. 

Install a temperature pressure 
relief valve and metal overflow line 
on your electric water heater. Con¬ 
sider insulating your water heater to 
prevent unwanted heat loss. 

Snow Birds 
If you plan on taking an extend¬ 

ed vacation over a period of months, 
consider draining your entire water 
system and shutting the water off to 
your home until you return. 

Unplug any large appliances not 
in use: range, washer, dryer, refrig¬ 
erator (if empty and defrosted, leave 
door ajar), television, etc. 

Set your thermostat at a minimum 
of 45 degrees to prevent freeze up. 

Ask a friend or neighbor to peri¬ 
odically check your home in case of 
some unforeseen emergency. 
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Better ideas for your home 
New construction guidelines booklet updated 

New materials and techniques 
for building a comfortable, en¬ 

ergy-efficient home are included in 
the new Certified Comfort Home 
manual now available from the Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives. 

This booklet, first written in 
1995, offers advice on many de¬ 
tails of construction, as well as 
broad guidelines on issues such 
as insulation levels and high-ef¬ 
ficiency heating systems. The new 
edition includes recommendations 
for spray-on cellulose insulation in 
walls, airtight recessed light fix¬ 
tures, and windows with invisible 
low-e film between the panes. 

Alternative construction tech¬ 
niques such as structural insulated 
panels (SIP) and insulated concrete 

Remember when getting a trim meant 15 
minutes in a chair with John the barber? 

In the electric utility business, trimming is 
serious business. Our tree crew does right- 
of-way tree trimming and maintenance every 
year to be sure you, our members, get the 
safest and most reliable electricity possible. 
When tree limbs fall on your lines, the con¬ 
tact could cause electric blinks, outages, and 
even injury or death. 

When you have limbs dangerously close 
to power lines, do the right thing - call Mon¬ 
roe County Electric Co-Operative. John the 
barber can wait. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday • 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 

Building the home 
of your dreams 

forms are also recognized for their 
high efficiency and strength. 

The manual shows the proven 
construction practices that coop¬ 

eratives have seen used around 
■ the state to build energy efficient 

homes that are also comfortable. 
The booklet provides general 

1 information as well as detailed in¬ 
structions on installing items from 
soffitts to vapor barriers and even 
wall stud placement. 

The 16-page Certified Comfort 
I Home manual is offered free of 

charge to cooperative members and 
area contractors. You can request 
a copy by writing our office, or by 
calling. You may also drop us an 
e-mail also be the contact for ques¬ 
tions regarding electric build-ins or 
upgrades at your property. 
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MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(618) 939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

(600) 757-7433 

2005 “Youth to Washington Tour” 
In June of each year, the electric and telephone co- 

( loperatives in Illinois and across the United States 
sponsor groups of young people to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. on the “Youth to Washing¬ 
ton” program. During a full week in the 
nation’s capital, these students get an 
up-close look at democracy in action 
and get to meet with their congressional 
delegation and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it is 
the trip of a lifetime. It’s an experience 
they never will forget, full of fun, new 
friends, non-stop touring and yes, they 
actually learn something too. Most come back with 
an even deeper respect for our country, our form of 
government, and their opportunities. 

The “Youth to 

Washington” tour 

is recognized as 

one of the best 

youth tours of 

Washington, D.C. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future leaders have been 
introduced to government and the legislative process 

through this program. Many alumni of the 
program have gone on to leadership posi¬ 
tions in our communities and government. 

The “Youth to Washington” tour is 
recognized as one of the best youth tours 
of Washington, D.C. The tour is well orga¬ 
nized with good chaperones. Participants 
will see monuments and memorials and 
visit historical places. 

Last year, Renee Edwards from 
Smithton and Melanie Garieb from Valmeyer 

attended and had a great learning experience. 
For more information, contact the cooperative 

office at (618) 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433. 
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Protecting your family from the dangers 
of carbon monoxide 
Jeff Dumont awoke one night to 

a piercing scream from his six- 
week-old baby son. Getting up to 
respond, Dumont felt light-headed 
and dizzy—but his son’s screams 
drove him on. He took his son out¬ 
side and then went back inside for 
his wife. Dumont said he barely had 
the strength to carry his wife out of 
the house, and she ended up hav¬ 
ing to crawl out on her hands and 
knees. Dumont called 911, and they 
were all rushed to the hospital. 

What Dumont and his family 
experienced was what thousands of 
people end up dying from or going 
to the emergency room for every 
year: carbon monoxide (CO) poison¬ 
ing. 

The symptoms of CO poisoning 
are fatigue, headache, weakness, 
confusion, disorientation, nausea, 
dizziness and respiratory problems. 
Very high levels of CO concentration 
in the blood can lead to death. The 
CO gas interferes with the blood’s 
ability to deliver oxygen throughout 
the body because CO binds to the 
iron atom in hemoglobin, which is 
the main oxygen-carrying compound 
in the blood. This binding prevents 
the hemoglobin from taking up and 
releasing oxygen throughout the 
body. 

Carbon monoxide comes from 
the incomplete burning of carbon- 
containing fuels including coal, 
wood, charcoal, natural gas and fuel 
oil. The cause of Dumont’s poison¬ 

ing was a faulty furnace. In addi¬ 
tion to faulty furnaces, the gas 
can be emitted by un-vented 
kerosene and gas space 
heaters, woodstoves, gas 
stoves, fireplaces and water 
heaters, automobile exhaust 
from attached garages and 
tobacco smoke. Problems can 
arise from improper installation 
or maintenance of these appli¬ 
ances, or inadequate ventilation. 

According to the National 
Safety Council, the following 
actions can be taken to pre¬ 
vent CO poisoning: 
■ Make sure that ap¬ 

pliances are properly 
adjusted and working 
according to manufac¬ 
turers’ instructions and 
building codes. 

■ Get annual inspections for heat¬ 
ing systems, chimneys and 
flues and have them cleaned by 
a qualified technician. 

■ Open flues when using fire¬ 
places. 

■ Use proper fuel when using 
fireplaces. 

■ Never use ovens and gas 
ranges to heat your home. 

■ Never burn charcoal inside a 
home, cabin, recreational ve¬ 
hicle or camper. 

■ Ensure that stoves and heaters 
are vented to the outside and 
that exhaust systems do not 
leak. 

■ Never use un-vented gas or 
kerosene space heaters in en¬ 
closed spaces. 

■ Do not leave a car or lawn 
mower engine running in a 
shed or garage, or in any en¬ 
closed space. 

■ Ensure that your furnace has 
adequate intake of outside air. 

■ Properly install carbon monox¬ 
ide detectors-but not in place 
of proper use and maintenance 
of fuel-burning appliances. 

Source: National Safety Coun¬ 
cil; The Omaha Channel.com; 
ScienceDaily.com 

Verizon Day Set For February 11th A Verizon Wireless representative 
will be at your cooperative of¬ 

fice on Friday, February 11 from 
11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. The 
representative will be here to an¬ 
swer your questions and will have 

several models of phones on hand 
that members can look at. If you’re 
not able to be here at that time and 
would like to talk to the representa¬ 
tive, you can call our office either 
before or during those hours and the 

representative will call you back. 
Through Verizon Wireless, your 
cooperative is able to offer several 
very competitive rate plans for cell 
phones to the membership. 
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You can build a certifiably comfortable home 
For many years, electric coopera¬ 

tive energy advisors across the 
state have been helping members 
who are building new homes make 
sure their homes are energy-efficient 
and comfortable. Several years ago, 
these co-op energy experts put their 
heads together and produced an 
easy-to-read manual called “The 
Certified Comfort Home.” Now that 
manual has been updated and is 
available free of charge to electric 
co-op members. 

“There’s a lot of information out 
there on building energy-efficient 
homes,” said Allan Masterson, Di¬ 
rector of Member Services for Mon¬ 
roe County Electric Co-Operative. 

“What we put together here is 
an attractive and simple booklet that 
breaks down into common sense 
what the homeowner and builder 
can do to build a house right,” he 
said. “We also want the members 
and home builders to realize is that 
it’s not expensive to go ahead and 
build a home that is energy effi¬ 
cient.” 

The Certified Comfort Home 
Manual is a “simple to understand” 
and practical guide on home con¬ 
struction techniques that maximize 
future energy savings. 

“It also has recommendations 
on savings from heating/cooling 
systems as well as water heat¬ 
ing which are usually the major 
expenses in home energy costs,” 
Masterson said. 

The booklet also highlights the 
main sections on the inside front 
cover to drive home how homeown¬ 
ers and builders can make a home 
comfortable as well as energy ef¬ 
ficient. 

If you don’t remember 
anything else remember 
this... 
■ Though some of the items 
presented in this booklet seem in¬ 
significant, it is the use of the total 
concept that provides for large en¬ 
ergy savings. 
■ Corner and partition construc¬ 
tion should minimize air pockets and 
allow for full insulation. 

■ It is recommended that cel¬ 
lulose insulation be used in ceilings 
and walls. 
■ When insulating the basement 
or crawl space, do not forget to in¬ 
sulate the box sill. 
■ Caulking and sealing of the exte¬ 
rior wall and its components is very 
important to the overall efficiency of 
the home. 
■ The attic area should be insu¬ 
lated to a minimum of R-40. 
■ Basements have more heat loss 
than most people realize. 
■ Geothermal and air-to-air heat 
pumps, which move heat energy 
rather than create it, can be three 
times more efficient than gas fur¬ 
naces. 
■ Because windows and glass 
doors are major areas of heat loss 
and gain, they should be sized so 
they are no more than 10 percent of 
the floor area. 

For the complete Certified 
Comfort Home manual just call 
Allan Masterson at Monroe County 
Electric Cooperative at (618) 939- 
7171 or (800) 757-7433. 

Check Electrical Outlets 
Never overload electrical outlets and circuits. 

Overloaded electrical circuits that supply power 
to several outlets are a major cause of residential 
fires. Overloaded outlets and circuits carry too much 
electricity, which generates heat in undetectable 
amounts. The heat causes wear on the internal wir¬ 
ing system and can ignite a fire. 

All wiring systems should have circuit breakers 
or fuses that disconnect power when circuits be¬ 
come overloaded. However, an improperly sized fuse 
or breaker can cancel this built-in safety feature. 

To prevent overloading, never plug more than 
two appliances into an outlet at once or “piggyback” 
extra appliances on extension cords or wall outlets. 
Use only outlets designed to handle multiple plugs. 

Give special consideration to appliances that 
use 1,000 or more watts, such as air-conditioners, 

refrigerators, hot plates, 
irons, microwave ovens, 

dishwashers, heaters, and deep 
fryers. Avoid plugging them into 
the same outlet or circuit. To use 
these appliances safely, know 
which outlets are connected 
to the same electrical circuit 
in your home. Do not exceed 
1,500-watts for each outlet or 
circuit. Wattage requirements 
are listed in appliance manu¬ 
facturers’ instructions. 

Begin a habit of regularly checking electrical 
cords and outlets. Fires that begin in these areas are difficult 
to detect, yet easy to prevent. 
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The Presidential “Who-Said-It?” Quiz 
/n honor of Presidents Day, f \ 

let’s test your knowledge of ! ml 
presidential quotes. Match t mj 
the president to the quote: \/KT^ IL 

The buck stops here.  n 

I am a Ford, not a Lincoln.  irck 

Ask not what your country can do ^ggjtjjSk^ 

for you, ask what you can do for your \ \\ 
country.  

I want a kinder, gentler nation.  

A chicken in every pot and a car in every garage.  

The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.  

I am not a crook.  

God must love the common man because He made so 

many of them.  

I walk on untrodden ground. There is scarcely any part of 

my conduct which may not hereafter be drawn into prec¬ 

edent.   

Our peanut crop is probably going to be off 25 or 30 per¬ 

cent because of the weather, not because I became presi¬ 

dent.   

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall.  

The war is over - the rebels are our countrymen again. 

If elected, I shall see to it that every man has a square deal, 

no less and no more.  

I am a compassionate conservative.  

The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with 

the blood of patriots and tyrants.  

-Uctxte (X -li&Ourb. 

Your Touchstone Energy® cooperative reminds you that February is 
heart disease awareness month. Women are especially at risk, with 

one third of American women dying of heart disease each year. Don’t 
take a chance. Schedule that physical you’ve been putting off today. 

Brought to you by your local Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

Touchstone Energy 
he power of human connectio 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday • 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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A. JIMMY CARTER 

B. RONALD REAGAN 

C. HARRY TRUMAN 

D. GEORGE WASHINGTON 

E. RICHARD NIXON 

F. JOHN F. KENNEDY 

G. THOMAS JEFFERSON 

H. GERALD FORD 

I. ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

J. GEORGE HERBERT WALKER BUSH 
(father) 

K. THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

L ULYSSES S. GRANT 

M. FRANKLIN 0. ROOSEVELT 

N. GEORGE W. BUSH (son) ^ 

O. HERBERT HOOVER 
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ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 

(61S) 939-7171 A Touchstone Energy-Cooperative 

(SOO) 757-7433 

9 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative will have its 67th Annual 

Meeting of Members March 21 at the Hecker Com¬ 
munity Center. Registration and pre-meeting activities begin 

at 5:00 p.m. We will again have health-related organizations 
with business informational booths. A chicken dinner will be 

served from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
During the business meeting, you will hear and approve 

reports of directors and officers, elect three members to serve 
t three-year terms on the cooperative’s board of directors, consider 

proposed amendments to the bylaws, and act on any other busi¬ 
ness that may come before the meeting. 

Derry Brownfield, will be the guest speaker. 
Registered members in attendance will receive a Pro Glo extension cord 

with lighted ends as a door prize. Child I.D. kits and Safety Gun Locks will 
be given out. Attendance prizes will be awarded at the conclusion of the meeting. 

So please come join us at our 67th Annual Meeting, March 21 in Hecker. 

nave you ever attended your cooperative’s 
annual meeting? 
If you have not attended your co-op’s annual meeting, you’re 

missing a great experience. At the annual meeting you will 
learn about your cooperative’s plans for the future, elect your 
board representation, receive an attendance gift, get a chance 
at some great prizes, enjoy a delicious meal, delight in some 
entertainment and have a chance to visit with old friends and 
the cooperative’s employees. 

And this experience is unique to cooperative members 
because cooperatives follow a set of seven principles that 
differentiate them from other electric utilities. These principles 
are: 
1) Voluntary and Open Membership. Cooperatives are open to 

all persons able to use their services and willing to accept the 
responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, 
political or religious discrimination. 

2) Democratic Member Control. Cooperatives are demo¬ 
cratic organizations controlled by their members, who 
actively participate in setting policies and making deci¬ 
sions. The elected representatives are accountable to 
the membership. In electric cooperatives, members have 
equal voting rights (one vote per member). 

3) Members’ Economic Participation. Members contribute 
equitably to, and democratically control, the capital of their 
cooperative. At least part of that capital is the common 
property of the co-op. 

4) Autonomy and Independence. Cooperatives are autonomous, 
self-help organizations controlled by their members. If they enter 
into agreements with other organizations or raise capital from 
external sources, they do so on terms that ensure democratic 
control by their members and maintain the co-op’s autonomy. 

5) Education, Training and Information. Cooperatives 
provide education and training for their members, elected 
representatives and employees so they can contribute ef¬ 
fectively to the development of their co-ops. They inform 
the general public about the nature and benefits of co-ops. 

6) Cooperation Among Co-ops. Cooperatives serve their mem¬ 
bers most effectively by working together through local, national, 
regional and international structures. 

7) Concern for Community. While focusing on member 
needs, cooperatives work for the sustainable development 
of their communities through policies accepted by their 
members. 
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The Value of Electricity 
Inflation — 

Gasoline 

Electricity 

Bread 

Milk-J 

Bananas 

5.2% 

0.3% 

QQQQ Q 2.4% 

0.8% 

2.6% 

From 1994 to 2004, the 
average annual percent 
increase for the price of 
electricity has been only 
0.3 percent. This is well 
below the rate of infla¬ 
tion for various common 
consumer items and also 
well below the rate of 
inflation itself. 

Source: Bureau of Labor 
Statistics; NRECA 

1 l I I I 
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Remodeling is Good Time To Update 
Energy Efficiency Features 
When it comes to redecorating your home, perfection, 

it is said, lies in the details. You’ve selected your de¬ 
signer paints, custom fabrics and draperies, and splurged 
on high-end furnishings and artwork. Now take a moment to 
look around you. There’s a good chance you may have over¬ 
looked some significant details throughout your home. 

Because they serve such an ordinary function, 
switches, outlets, and dimmers are often-overlooked details 
in home remodeling projects. With the increased attention 
given to home lighting, a greater number of architects, build¬ 
ers, and design consultants are adding popular designer- 
styled wiring devices to the redecorating equation. These 
comparatively inexpensive products offer the perfect finish¬ 
ing touch to a newly redecorated room, adding benefits like 
convenience and energy-savings while enriching the home’s 
decor. 

A rocker-style switch offers a contemporary, distinctive 
appearance, complementing any room in your home. Some 
versions emit a soft luminescent glow that helps you find 
your way to them in darkened areas. 

Tired of looking at old cracked outlets? Replace them 
with designer-style receptacles, finished off with a screwless 
snap-on wall plate. These are available in a variety of colors 
and textures that blend with your wall coverings. 

With today’s rising energy costs on everyone’s mind, 
upgrading your switches and outlets may well seem frivo¬ 
lous but some of these devices are apt to pay for themselves 
in the energy they save. A dimmer, for instance, lets you 
adjust lighting for the mood and ambiance you want, while 
letting you reduce lighting usage by up to 30 percent. 

Why not replace your old toggle switch with a distinc¬ 
tive touch dimmer or fashionable slide dimmer? Many 
models come with a preset switch that remembers the last 
selected brightness level. 

Dimmers are simple to install as a switch replacement 
in bedrooms, dining rooms, living rooms, dens, home the¬ 

aters, and elsewhere. And while you’re shopping for your new 
dimmers, why not pick up a convenient fan speed control for 
your ceiling fan? It’s more convenient than trying to figure out 
which cord on your ceiling fan controls the lights and which 
cord controls the fan. 

Distinctively styled programmable electronic timers are an 
excellent way to give your home a “lived in” look when you’re 
away from home. Timers can also cut down on energy usage 
by automatically shutting off lighting, heat lamps, spas, and 
other electrical equipment after a specified time interval. And 
they’re an ideal alternative to bulky, noisy rotary timers. 

Then there’s the problem of leaving the lights on, even 
when no one is in the room! A wall switch occupancy sensor 
can easily replace a standard light switch and automatically 
turn lighting on when you enter a room and off when you 
leave. 

Wall switch occupancy sensors feature designer styling 
instead of a clunky “scanning device” look. These sensors let 
you enjoy the magic of hands free light switching when you 
enter the kitchen with an arm full of packages. 

Whether you’re looking to accent suede, stripes, or pais¬ 
ley wallpaper, white, blue, or green walls, a new bathroom or 
your luxurious high-end kitchen, designer-style wiring devices 
and wall plates are available in a wide choice of styles and 
colors to beautify your home’s decor. 
Source: Leviton Institute 
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Are Electrical Hazards Cooking 
in Your Kitchen? 
From coffeemakers to toasters, blenders to waffle 

irons, microwaves to ovens — today’s modern 
kitchen sports more electrical appliances than ever 
before. These appliances, like other electrical devices in 
your home, need to be operated safely and conscien¬ 
tiously in accordance with manufacturers’ guidelines. 
As an increasing number of electrical appliances in our 
homes become necessities, our home’s power circuits 
will grow more overloaded. This puts you and your fam¬ 
ily at risk. To ensure you don’t have a potential safety 
hazard brewing in your kitchen, the Leviton Institute 
urges you to follow these important safety tips: 
1. Unplug kitchen appliances, like toasters and coffee- 

makers, when you’re not using them and never al¬ 
low appliances like a stove or microwave to remain 
running when you leave home. 

2. Never use a fork, knife, or other metal object that 
conducts electricity to clean debris from “live” 
kitchen appliances such as toasters and toaster 
ovens. For routine cleaning, make sure these appli¬ 
ances are switched off and disconnected before you 
clean their internal parts. 

3. Avoid using electricity near water and other liquids. 
Clean up all spillages in or around an electrical ap¬ 
pliance after making sure the power supply has 
been disconnected. Never submerge an appliance 
or its electrical cord or plug in water or any other 
liquid. 

4. Install a sufficient number of GFCIs in your kitchen. 
GFCIs are designed to prevent shock hazards by 
interrupting power if electrical current leaks from a 
damaged cord or appliance. 

5. Always check your kitchen appliances for damaged 
cords or plugs before you use them. Contact with 
a faulty or frayed power cord or a broken appliance 
can cause electric shock. If an appliance malfunc¬ 
tions or appears to be damaged in any way, make 
sure the appliance is disconnected from the power 
outlet and have it repaired or replaced immediately. 

6. Never let power cords or plugs dangle over the edge 
of counters or come in contact with hot surfaces. 
Dangling cords are a danger to small children who 
might pull them. Kitchen appliances should never be 
placed near a hot gas or electric burner. 

Tips for Using Your Microwave Oven 
In recent years microwaves have become among 

one of the most popular kitchen appliances. Be wary of 
the dangers associated with using them. 
■ To prevent facial burns or exposure to radiation from 

a defective appliance, microwaves should be kept 
high above the reach and eye level of children. 

■ Use only containers and tableware stamped “micro- 
wave safe.” Cooking trays made of metal or alumi¬ 
num should never be used to heat meals. Never put 
aluminum foil in a microwave since it can ignite. 

■ If food you’re preparing catches on fire, unplug the 
cord immediately but do not open the door. This will 
only feed oxygen to the fire. Wait for the fire to extin¬ 
guish then remove the contents from the oven. 

■ Always use caution when removing items from 
your microwave. While your microwave stays cool, 
what’s being cooked inside becomes very hot. 

Source: Leviton Institute 
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Electric fireplaces are enjoying increased popularity as consumers realize 
they can have the atmosphere of a fireplace without the mess of the tra¬ 

ditional wood burning variety. Electric fireplaces can be installed anywhere 
- living rooms, bedrooms, basements, mobile homes, and cabins. 

Unlike wood burning or gas burning models, an outside vent is not 
needed. This saves the headache of building and maintaining flues and 
chimneys. There aren’t any supply lines, propane tanks, or woodpiles to get 
in the way. All that is needed is an electric outlet. 

In addition to providing a flame, some models have heaters that provide 
warmth at the flick of a switch - just like a “real” fireplace. 

For members of MCEC who already have electric heat (including geo¬ 
thermal), these electric fireplaces with heaters can be wired into the sub¬ 
meter that measures your electric heat (if you are on an sub-metered rate). 
The result is a beautiful, clean fireplace that uses electricity at the economi¬ 
cal heat rate of 3.5 or 5 cents per kilowatt hour, depending on which electric 
heat rate you’re on. The wiring and installation must be inspected by MCEC 
in order to receive the lower rate. 

For more information, please contact Member Services at MCEC. 
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ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(61S) 939-7171 AWH, 

(SOO) 757-7433 

Energy' Cooperative 

Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Alan W. Wattles 

What is Touchstona 
Energy® All About? 
(know you see the Touchstone Energy logo every¬ 

where; on our signage, our shirts, our trucks, our 
substation signs, and our stationery, but what is 
Touchstone Energy really and why 
should you care? 

Touchstone Energy was created 
as a brand awareness program for 
electric cooperatives. It did not take 
over your co-op; it was simply added 
as an enhancement. Touchstone 
Energy’s roots lie in the universal 
cooperative principle of cooperation 
among cooperatives. The Touchstone 
Energy alliance represents more than 
600 cooperatives in 44 states that 
collectively deliver power and other 
services to more than 16 million 
members everyday. With deregula¬ 
tion of the utility industry taking place 
across the country co-op leaders saw 
a need to do a better job of explaining 
the co-op difference and benefits to 
new members and businesses. 

Co-ops were never good about telling their sto¬ 
ry... about how they provide superior service to their 
members, about how they are committed to the com¬ 
munities they serve and are there to provide solutions to 
members’ problems. After all the mergers and changes 
in the investor-owned sector of the utility industry, it is 
really nice to know that Touchstone Energy co-ops like 
ours are still committed to personal service. That human 
touch has been lost in too many companies. That’s why 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 

After all the mergers 

and changes in the 

investor-owned sector of 

the utility industry, it is 

really nice to know that 

Touchstone Energy 

co-ops like ours are 

still committed to 

personal service. 

the slogan you’ll hear from Touchstone Energy co-ops is 
“The Power of Human Connections.” Here the member 
is number one. 

By combining the resources and clout of 600 other 
electric cooperatives Touchstone Energy cooperatives 
comprise one of the largest electric utilities in the coun¬ 
try. That cooperative clout allows us to compete against 
large investor-owned utilities for ever-important electric 
loads that help to keep their rates competitive and bring 
new jobs to our communities. 

Economic development is especially important in 
rural areas, where money to draw businesses is always 
tight. One of Touchstone Energy’s primary initiatives is 
to increase economic development efforts. Together we 
have created a new Web site called SitesAcrossAmerica 
(www.sitesacrossamerica). It is a unique resource that 

provides a one-stop resource where site developers 
can view potential locations across 
the entire country where new busi¬ 
nesses can take root. 

During the past few years, 
Wal-Mart has hosted Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives for two energy 
summits held at its corporate head¬ 
quarters in Bentonvilie, Arkansas. 
Wal-Mart had never invited any utility 
to its headquarters before to discuss 
energy issues. And Wal-Mart would 
never have invited one small coopera¬ 
tive to its headquarters. But together, 
through Touchstone Energy, Wal-Mart 
has taken notice. And they like what 
they see in the co-op business model 
and the Touchstone Energy alliance. 
And, if Wal-Mart, the number one 
Fortune 500 Company, understands 
the importance of cooperatives, you 

can bet other corporations are taking notice too. 
Each year, Touchstone Energy sponsors the New 

and Emerging Technology conference. There, corporate 
energy leaders and co-op leaders from around the coun¬ 
try gather to discuss how Touchstone Energy co-ops 
can best meet their energy needs. Each year the number 
of companies represented grows. Energy leaders from 
these companies appreciate the personal relationships 

■ (Continued on 16b) 
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they’ve built with their co-op counterparts. These re¬ 
lationships will bring more manufacturing plants, retail 
outlets, and restaurants to co-op territories. And that 
equates to more jobs and tax revenue to support our 
communities. 

Touchstone Energy has also allowed us to bring 
programs like the Discovery Channel “Get Charged” 
energy education program to local schools. Our Child 
ID program was made possible through our Touchstone 
Energy alliance. We also are giving away Child Safe Gun 
locks. There are other benefits too numerous to mention 
here. For more information about programs, log on to 
www.touchstoneenergy.coop. 

Delivering the Touchstone Energy message to 
people across the country is a big task. We need to 
change the long and undeserved reputation that co-ops 
are just “rinky dink,” small, rural energy providers. We 

need to spread the message that we’re here to serve 
anyone from our smallest rural farmers to the very larg¬ 
est corporations out there. We have the expertise and 
the resources to do it. And your co-op personnel stand 
behind the promise that makes them the most valuable 
link between the co-op and its members. 

Repetition is the key to success with the program, 
so that’s why you’re seeing Touchstone Energy ads 
in your local newsletters and Illinois Country Living 
magazine and on radio and television. Co-ops have been 
around for more than 60 years, and the Touchstone 
Energy program has only been around for seven years. 
So, the next time you see the Touchstone Energy logo, 
please know that it’s backed by co-op employees across 
the country and here at your local co-op. We’re here to 
serve you and we’re the power of human connections. 

Earth Day is April 22nd 
Each year, Earth Day is celebrated on April 22nd and 

is recognized by celebrations across the country 
from our nation’s largest cities to smallest towns. Cel¬ 
ebrations include rallies, concerts and environmental 
fairs, just to name a few. The message is the same at all 
the events - the Earth is precious and perishable, and ev¬ 
eryone needs to do their part to take 
care of it. 

Earth Day is a great time for Monroe County 
Electric Co-Operative to share some things you 
can do at home to celebrate Earth Day and 
conserve the earth’s resources every day: 
■ Do a home energy audit. Find out where 
your energy 
and your money is going. 
■ Check the settings on your refrigerator. The 
fridge should be between 38 and 42 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and the freezer should be between 0 
and 5 degrees. Also check the seals 
for cracks and dried-on food. Keep the con¬ 
denser coils 
underneath the fridge clean. 
■ Adjust the hot water temperature. Try setting 
it at “low,” about 120 degrees Fahrenheit. 
■ Are you heating the outside of your house? 
Fleat can disappear through cracks and un-insu- 
lated spaces in your home. Caulking and weather 
stripping are good starts. Insulating attic, walls 
and crawlspace will also make a huge difference. 
■ Look for the Energy Star label on home appliances, 
office equipment and other items. The U.S. Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency and the Department of Energy 
award the Energy Star label to products that are ahead 
of the curve on energy efficiency - everything from win¬ 
dows to dishwashers to new homes. 

Like to sing in the shower? Flow about, “We’re in 
the Money?” Install an energy-efficient, low-flow show- 
erhead. It will save money on both your electric and wa¬ 
ter bill. Often, the showerhead pays for itself in just two 
months and then keeps on saving money. 
■ Flelp save the earth in your own backyard. Use bio¬ 
degradable products on your garden or yard to be more 

eco-friendly. 

Earth Day is 
celebrated on 

April 22nd 
and is recog¬ 
nized by cele¬ 
brations across 

the country 
from our na¬ 
tion's largest 

cities to small¬ 
est towns. 

Photo Credit: NASA National Space Science Data Center 
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These Transformers Aren’t For Kids 
A transformer? Isn’t that the toy that changes from a 

spaceship to a robot superhero or something? 
Well, yes and no. There are toys called Transformers 

but the transformers we’re talking about aren’t playthings. 
The transformers that electric cooperatives and other utilities 
use are even more powerful and remarkable, however, when 
you consider the job they do. 

Distribution transformers reduce voltage for delivering 
electricity to consumers, normally 240/120 volts for most 
services. It is not usual to find one rated 1,000 kilovolt am¬ 
peres (kva) or more serving a large user. A transformer for 
a new home is usually rated 10-15 kva (roughly 10 or 15 
horsepower). 

Transformers vary in size and style but the most com¬ 
mon type of distribution transformer, the can-shaped steel 
tanks often seen near the cross-arms of a utility pole, con¬ 
tain thousands of feet of wire coiled around a special lami¬ 
nated steel core. The tank is filled with insulating oil. 

The pole-mounted can is easily recognized but “pad- 
mounted” transformers, called that because they are mount¬ 
ed on concrete pads, are found in many neighborhoods 
where co-op power is delivered through underground lines. 
Pad-mounted transformers are housed in large, green box¬ 
shaped metal cabinets. 

Teach your children 
never to play around these 
transformers, or any type 
of electrical equipment, 
but don’t let that be the 
only lesson. The next 
time you’re riding along 
the highway and see a 
transformer on a co-op 
pole, share what you’ve 
learned. Who knows, you 
may have a future co-op 
lineworker or engineer in 
the family. 

Source: Walter 
Allread originally 
wrote this article 
for use in the 
September is¬ 
sue of Living in 
South Carolina. 

CO 

Prepara Your Central Air Conditioner 
for Summer 
Spring is a good time for maintaining your air condi¬ 

tioner. If you keep the coils of your air conditioner 
clean, it will improve your comfort and reduce your 
electricity costs this summer. 

Start by inspecting the outdoor condensing unit. 
The large outdoor coil - it looks like a car radiator - is where 
heat is dissipated from your home. The fan in the condens¬ 
ing unit has to move a whole lot of air through the coil, so 
make sure that there are no airflow restrictions around the 
condensing unit. Cut nearby grass, shrubs, and tree branch¬ 
es so they are at least three feet away at the sides and five 
feet away overhead. 

Most condenser coils are loaded with pollen and dust 
even when you can’t see it. The longest a condenser should 
go without cleaning is two or three years, depending on how 
much it operates during the summer. If your cooling season 
is four months or more, annual cleaning is an excellent idea. 
Turn off the power to the unit, and remove any visible grass 
and lint from the fins and/or louvers with an old hairbrush or 
whiskbroom. Then put on a pair of rubber gloves and spray 
biodegradable outdoor coil cleaner into the coil. Wait five or 10 
minutes and flush the coil with a gentle water spray. 

Your indoor coil might also need cleaning, even though 
you can’t easily see it. If your air conditioner’s filter or blower 
is dirty, then your indoor coil is probably dirty, too. Cleaning 

the indoor coil is usually a job for professionals, unless you 
have easy access, as with a central heat pump. To help keep 
your indoor coil clean, make sure your filter fits well, is easy 
to change, and that you change it regularly. Have your air 
conditioning contractor make improvements to the filter, if 
needed, so it is easy to get to. Change the filter often to help 
keep your indoor air conditioner coil clean and reduce energy 
consumption. 

Source: John Krigger, Saturn Resource Management, 
www.residential-energy.com. 
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Cool Roofs for Homes 
Cool roofs have become popular in the 

past 10 years due to hotter summers, 
higher electricity costs, and government 
and utility promotion efforts. A cool roof is 
simply a roof that reflects more solar heat 
than conventional asphalt shingles. Cool 
roofs save energy by reducing the solar 
energy that enters your home, thereby sav¬ 
ing on the cost of air conditioning. Roofs 
account for 50 percent or more of the ex¬ 
cess solar heat removed by air-conditioning 
systems. 

A roofing material’s reflectivity and 
its ability to shed heat to the environment 
determine its coolness. Scientists at 
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory have 
created a new index for comparing 
the coolness of roofing materials, 
called the solar reflectance index 
(SRI), which is a number between 0 
and 110. Higher numbers are better. 

Most residential cool roofs 
are metal, clay tile, concrete tile, or 
synthetic rubber membrane. White 
is the best color for a cool roof, 
though not all white roof materials 
are the same. Standard white as¬ 
phalt shingles have a SRI of only 20 to 
25 when new, and that will degrade significantly over time 
due to dirt deposits. Darker asphalt shingle roofs have SRIs 
as low as 1. White rubber membranes have the highest SRI 
of any roofing type at 95 to 105, but typically they are only 
used on low-sloping roofs that are out of view. White tile is 

a close second to the white membranes with an SRI 
of around 90. Red clay tiles have an SRI of 35. White 
metal roofs, which are becoming more popular in 
new construction, have an SRI of 70 to 82. Bare gal¬ 
vanized steel and aluminum aren’t nearly as cool as 
white metal. Even though shiny metal reflects solar 
heat well, once it heats up it does a poor job of emit¬ 
ting heat back into the air, resulting in SRIs of only 46 
for bare galvanized steel and 56 for bare aluminum. 

If you’d like to reduce the cost of cooling your 
home, consider a cool roof material next time you re-roof. 
See the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory Web site at http:// 
eetd.lbl.gov/CoolRoofs. 

Source: John Krigger, Saturn Resource Management (www. 
srmi.biz) 

Cool roofs 
save energy 

by reducing the 
solar energy that 

enters your home, 
thereby saving 
on the cost of 

air conditioning. 
J 

Daylight Savings 
T■ DAriino 

To Report a Power 
Outage Emergency 

Time Begins all us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at (618) 
939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 

APRIL 3RD : Check the fuses or breakers in your home. 

I Check the breakers below the meter if the me- 
ter is located on a yard pole, 

i | Call your neighbors. If their power is also off, 
ask if they have reported the power outage. 
Please do not assume the outage has been 
reported. Your home may be the only home 
experiencing the outage. 

/Tk Call Monroe County Electric to report your 
power outage. In order for us to process your 
call more quickly, please be prepared to give 
the name, address, account number, and tele¬ 
phone number for the account without power. 

Remember 
to set your 

^X^cloeks one hour 
XoT ^ 1/ 1 aheai1 on 

1 Saturday 
^ night, April 2. 
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WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 

(610) 939-7171 A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

Members of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative (MCEC) in Waterloo re-elected 
board members during their 67th annual meeting of members held at the Hecker 
Community Center in Hecker on Monday, March 21. Pictured with MCEC President/ 
CEO Alan W. Wattles, left, the re-elected board members are (left to right) George 
Obernagel of Waterloo, Ross Mueller of Fults and Terry Grommet of 

Members of Monroe County 
Electric Co-Operative 

(MCEC) learned about ways the 
co-op is seeking to improve their 
quality of life during the organi¬ 
zation’s 67th annual meeting on 
Monday, March 21, in Hecker. 

President/CEO Alan W. 
Wattles informed the member¬ 
ship of the co-op’s dedication to 
stable rates and providing ser¬ 
vices for members. Although the 
co-op’s generation and trans¬ 
mission cooperative, Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative, has 
raised its energy costs slightly 
for 2005, Wattles said Monroe’s 
rates will remain the same and 
should absorb small power cost 
increases for the next four or 
five years. Margins continue to 
remain good, and last year the 
co-op returned 10 percent of 
margins from 2004 in the form 
of capital credits and all capital credits from 1979. 
During the life of the co-op, $2,193,895 in capital 
credits have been returned to members. 

Your co-op is not only about providing electric¬ 
ity, but is devoted to improving its members’ quality 
of life. An Automatic Meter Reading (AMR) system 
was implemented last year, with ail substations and 
nearly 6,000 meters installed and operating. The 
system will make precise meter readings and can 
tell the co-op where and when an outage is occurring. “We 
successfully read the meters March 1 for the April billing. 
The balance of meters should be installed in the next three 
to four months,” said Wattles. 

He also reminded members that the co-op has joined 
with other electric cooperatives in the state to create South¬ 

ern Services, LLC. Trans World Network long distance 
service, and Cummins Onan generators are products of this 
service; and high-speed Internet service is in the future. 
“Southern Services strives to bring more value added ser¬ 
vices to our membership through a shared philosophy that 
together we can achieve more,” Wattles said. 

■ (Continued on 16b) 
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mfContinued from 16a) 

Board Chairman Terry Grommet updated 
members on the co-op’s efforts towards 
providing a source of water and sewer for 
members. Grommet emphasized that both a 
water system and wastewater facility would be 
stand-alone, non-profit companies. “They will 
be set up to mirror how we already do busi¬ 
ness,” he said. 

Grommet told members that the board 
is now considering building and owning new 
water lines and buying the water from Foun¬ 
tain Water District at wholesale prices. This 
will enable the water district to move forward 
by focusing their money on system improve¬ 
ment and reliability. Because Fountain Water 
District doesn’t cover the entire co-op terri¬ 
tory, Grommet said the board is considering 
buying wholesale from, or partner¬ 
ing with, Maeystown and Illinois 
American water entities. 

The co-op is also consider¬ 
ing how to handle wastewater. 
The board has hired an engi¬ 
neering firm to design a central 
wastewater treatment facility 
that employs the break-through 
technology of a sequencing batch 
reactor, a lower cost alternative to 
a lagoon system. 

Members voted to approve 
change to the cooperative’s by-laws. A single 
division of the co-op can now stand on its 
own, with its own profit and loss statement; 
and margins and losses can be allocated and 
retained to that division. The board is also 
now allowed to mortgage with additional 
financial institutions beyond Rural Utilities 
Service and Cooperative Finance Corpora¬ 
tion. In addition to these changes, mem¬ 
bers voted to allow the board to raise the 
co-op’s debt limit from $25 million to $50 
million, simply as a bookkeeping adjust¬ 
ment due to how loans through RUS are 
calculated. 

During the meeting, George Ober- 
nagel of Waterloo, Terry Grommet of 
Belleville and Ross Mueller of Fults were 
re-elected to the co-op’s board of direc¬ 
tors. 

MCEC serves over 5,600 members 
over 1,147 miles of energized line. Members receive service in 
mostly rural portions of Monroe, Randolph and St. Clair counties. 
The co-op is also a member of Touchstone Energy- — an alliance 
of more than 600 local, consumer-owned electric utilities that 
are committed to providing superior service based on four core 
principles: integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to 
community. 

Your co-op 
is not only 

about provid¬ 
ing electricity, 
but is devoted 
to improving 
its members' 

quality of life. 
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Verizon Day set for Friday, May 6 
A Verizon Wireless representative will be at your coop¬ 

erative office on Friday, May 6 from 11:00 a.m. until 
2:00 p.m. The representative will be here to answer your 
questions and will have several models of phones on 
hand that the members can look at. If you’re not able to 
be here at that time and would like to talk to the repre¬ 

sentative, you can call our office either before or during 
those hours and the representative will call you back. 
Through Verizon Wireless, your cooperative is able to 
offer several very competitive rate plans for cell phones 
to the membership. 

Train Your Kids to Overate 
Farm Equipment Safely 
Training adolescent kids to operate farm 

equipment properly - and safely - is im¬ 
portant. Consider age, size, and ability when 
determining what and when to teach them. 
In cases where people are being trained to 
operate machinery, it may be necessary to 
have an instructor riding with the trainee. 
In this situation, special caution should be 
taken to ensure that everyone involved pays 
close attention to safety. 

The Farm Safety 4 Just Kids Foundation 
recommends the following guidelines for 
helping provide a safe environment for nov¬ 
ice drivers - your kids. 
■ Provide instruction in proper driving pro¬ 
cedures. 
■ Enroll adolescent-aged kids in tractor cer¬ 
tification classes. 
■ Do not allow friends of your children to 
ride with young operators. Be a role model yourself and 
don’t ride as a passenger. Refuse to allow children to 
ride as passengers. 
■ If your tractor has a buddy seat, follow all the manu¬ 
facturer’s safety guidelines. 

■ Consider safety when assigning machinery to young 
operators. Older tractors without rollover protective 
structures (ROPS) or cabs can be especially dangerous. 

For more information, check out Farm Safety 4 Just 
Kids at www.fs4jk.org. 
Source: Farm Safety 4 Just Kids 

Call us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at (618) 939-7171 
or (800) 757-7433 

o Check the fuses or breakers in your home. 

@ Check the breakers below the meter if the meter is located on 
a yard pole. 

@ Call your neighbors. If their power is also off, ask if they have re¬ 
ported the power outage. Please do not assume the outage has been 
reported. Your home may be the only home experiencing the outage. 

O Call Monroe County Electric to report your power outage. In or¬ 
der for us to process your call more quickly, please be prepared 
to give the name, address, account number, and telephone 
number for the account without power. 
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Farm Electrical Safety is Never Out of Season 
One of the greatest hazards on today’s farms is the risk 

of electrocution. Before heading back into the fields this 
spring, Safe Electricity reminds farm workers to be espe¬ 
cially aware of dangers working near overhead power lines, 
and urges review of farm activities and work practices that 
take place around all electric lines. “Educate all who work on 
the farm about power line hazards,” says Molly Hall, Execu¬ 
tive Director of Safe Electricity. “Make sure everyone knows 
the location of overhead power lines and remind workers to 
keep farm equipment at least 10 feet away from them.” 

Before excavating or digging, Hall also reminds farmers 
to call the local underground utility locator service. “Keep in 
mind, the minimum 10 foot distance is a 360-degree rule 
- below, to the side and above lines,” reminds Hall. “It may 
take a little more time, but ensuring proper clearance can 
save lives.” 

Simply coming too close to a power line while working 
is dangerous as electricity can arc or “jump” to conducting 
material or objects, such as a ladder, pole or a truck. “Many 
farm electrical accidents involving power lines occur when 
loading or preparing to transport equipment to fields, or 
while working on farm machinery near power lines,” notes 
Bob Aherin, University of Illinois Agricultural Safety Special¬ 
ist. “Sometimes a power line is closer than it looks. When 
moving large equipment or high loads near a power line, 
always use a spotter to help ensure that contact is not made 
with a line.” 

Be aware of increased height 
when loading and transporting larger 
modern tractors. Before transit, avoid 
raising the arms of planters, cultiva¬ 
tors or truck beds near power lines. 
Be aware that many tractors are now 
equipped with radios and communi¬ 
cations systems that have antennas 
extending from the cab to fifteen feet 
above the ground that could make 
contact with power lines.“Never at¬ 
tempt to raise or move a power line 
to clear a path,” warns Aherin. Many 
farm fatalities have been attributed 
to portable augers coming in contact with 
overhead wires. Always lower portable 
augers or elevators to their lowest possible 
level - under 14 feet- before moving or 
transporting; use care when raising them. 

As in any outdoor work, be careful not 
to raise any equipment such as ladders, 
poles or rods into power lines. Remember, 
non-metallic materials such as lumber, tree 
limbs, tires, ropes and hay will conduct 
electricity depending on dampness and 
dust and dirt contamination. Do not try to 
clear storm-damage debris and limbs near 
or touching power lines or near fallen lines. 

The overhead electric wires aren’t the only electrical contact 
that can result in a serious incident. Pole guy wires are 
grounded to the neutral; but, when one of the guy wires is 
broken, it can cause an electric current disruption. This can 
make those neutral wires anything but harmless. If you hit a 
guy wire and break it, call the utility to fix it. Don’t do it your¬ 
self. When dealing with electrical poles and wires, always 
call the electric utility. 

“Operators of farm equipment or vehicles should also 
know what to do if the vehicle comes in contact with a 
power line,” Hall said. “It’s almost always best to stay in the 
cab and call for help. Warn others who may be nearby to 
stay away and wait until the electric utility arrives to make 
sure power to the line is cut off.” 

“If the power line is energized and you step outside, 
your body becomes the path to the ground and electrocu¬ 
tion is the result,” Aherin said. “Even if a power line has 
landed on the ground, there is still the potential for the 
area nearby to be energized. Stay inside the vehicle unless 
there’s fire or imminent risk of fire.” 

In that case, the proper action is to jump - not step 
- with both feet hitting the ground at the same time. Do not 
allow any part of your body to touch the equipment and the 
ground at the same time. Continue to shuffle or hop to safe¬ 
ty, keeping both feet together as you leave the area. Once 
you get away from the equipment, never attempt to get back 
on or even touch the equipment. Many electrocutions occur 

when the operator dismounts and, realizing nothing has 
happened, tries to get back on the equipment. 
Farmers may want to consider moving or burying pow¬ 

er lines around buildings or busy pathways where many 
farm activities take place. If planning a new out building 
or farm structure, contact your power supplier for infor¬ 
mation on minimum safe clearances from overhead and 
underground power lines. 
© Safe Electricity, All Rights Reserved 

"If the power 
line is energized 

and you step 
outside, your 

body becomes 
the path to the 

ground and 
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Local students 
attend Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day 

State Representative Daniel Reitz and State Senator David Lu- 
echtefeld met with 12 students representing Monroe County 

Electric Co-Operative, Inc. during the Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperative’s Youth Day on Wednesday, April 13, in Springfield. While in 

the state capital, students had an opportunity to view state government in 
action, speak with Secretary of State Jesse White, and tour the State Capitol, Lincoln’s Tomb and the Illinois Supreme 
Court. First row from left are Samantha Reitz of Waterloo-Gibault, Heather Nast of Valmeyer, Marie Wittenauer of Red 
Bud and Sheri Buettner of New Athens. Second row from left are Christopher Preston of Freeburg, Kristin Ware of 
New Athens, Andrea Asselmeier of Waterloo, Brittney Veath of Waterloo, Nichole Pour of Freeburg, and chaperone 
Cindy Myrick. Third row from left are Representative Reitz, Senator Luechtefeld, Travis Clayton of Valmeyer, Ryan 
Warden of Waterloo-Gibault, Matt Toenjes of Red Bud and chaperone Allan Masterson. The day was sponsored by the 
Illinois electric and telephone co-ops and is designed to introduce young rural leaders to state government. 
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New Direct Payment Plan Available Now 
We are pleased to offer you a new service—the Direct 

Payment Plan. Now you can have your payment 
made automatically from your checking account, savings 
account or credit card if it is a MasterCard, Visa, or Dis¬ 
cover Card. And, you won’t have to change your present 
banking relationship to take advantage of this service. 

The Direct Payment Plan will help you in several 
ways: 
■ It saves time — fewer checks to write. 
■ Helps meet your commitment in a convenient 
and timely manner - even if you’re on vacation 

or out of town. 
■ No lost or misplaced statements, your payment is 
always on time - it helps maintain good credit. 
■ It saves postage. 
■ It’s easy to sign up for and easy to cancel. 
■ No late charges. 

Here’s how the Direct Payment Plan works: 
You authorize regularly scheduled payments to 

be made from your checking, savings or credit card 
account. Then, just sit back and relax. Your 

payments will be made automatically on the 
specified day, and proof of payment will ap¬ 
pear on your statement. The amount which 
will be withdrawn from either your savings, 
checking or credit card account will be the 
net amount due shown on your electric bill. 
The authority you give to charge your ac¬ 
count will remain in effect until you notify 

us in writing to terminate the 
authorization. The Direct 

Payment Plan is dependable, 
flexible, convenient and easy. To 
take advantage of this service, 
contact the cooperative office at 

939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 for 

All-Electric Heat Rate Available to 
Residential Services As a reminder, your cooperative offers a special all¬ 

electric heat rate to residential members whose 
homes use electric as their primary heating and water¬ 
heating source. 

The account must have some type of electric heat 
as their main heating source and also have an electric 
hot water heater. 

The all-electric heat rate 16 offers a reduced elec¬ 
tric rate from usage starting October 1 and ending May 
31. Between this time the first 1200 kilowatt hours 
(kwh) consumed are billed at 8.83 cents/kwh. From 
1201-5000 kwhs, the rate drops to 5 cents/kwh. After 
5000 kwhs the rate goes to 6.75 cents/kwh. 

Between June 1 and September 30, the rate con¬ 
verts back to rate 1. The first 2000 kwhs are billed at 
8.83 cents/kwh and over 2000 kwhs the rate drops to 
6.75 cents/kwh. 

Again, this rate is available to residential homes that 
are occupied 12 months out of the year. If your home 
is all-electric and you’re not sure which rate you are 
on, you can check your bill at the top under the heading 
“Rate/Reference”. 

Our two other all-electric heat rates are rate 9 and 
rate 14 which are sub-metered rates. These accounts 
would have a second meter to record what they used on 
their electric heat. 

If you have questions, please call the cooperative 
office at 939-7171 or 800-757-7433. 

o Check the fuses or breakers in your home. 

& Check the breakers below the meter if the meter is located on 
a yard pole. 

0 Call your neighbors. If their power is also off, ask if they have re¬ 
ported the power outage. Please do not assume the outage has been 
reported. Your home may be the only home experiencing the outage. 

0 Call Monroe County Electric to report your power outage. In or¬ 
der for us to process your call more quickly, please be prepared 
to give the name, address, account number, and telephone 
number for the account without power. 
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AMR — Reminder: Members on a 
Sub-Metered Electric Rate 
As a reminder to all the members who are all-elec¬ 

tric and on a sub-metered rate, (either rate 
9 or rate 14), the power going to their sub-meter is 
coming off one of their circuit breakers inside the home. 
If that breaker or fuse is disconnected and power is cut 
to the sub-meter, we cannot read their sub-meter from 
the cooperative office with our AMR (Automatic Meter 

Reading) system and you may not get credit for electric 
heat kilowatts used. 

If you are having electrical work done to your 
breaker box or inside your home, please make sure to 
call the cooperative office at 939-7171 or 800-757- 
7433, and let us check that communciations with your 
sub-meter have not been affected. 

Summer Electrical Safety Tips 
merged in a flooded basement, do not re-light before a 
service professional checks to make sure they are safe. 
■ Do not use any electrical appliances or touch circuit 
breakers or fuses when you’re wet or standing in water. 
■ Be sure outdoor outlets and outlets near wet areas 
of the kitchen, bath and laundry room have ground fault 
circuit interrupters to prevent serious shock injuries. 
In Addition, Safe Electricity Urges Everyone to Make 
Sure Children Understand Basic Electric Safety Rules: 
■ Never climb trees near power lines. 
■ Fly kites and model airplanes in large open areas 
like a park or a field, safely away from trees and over¬ 
head power lines. If a kite gets stuck in a tree that is near 
power lines, do not climb up to get it. 
■ Never climb a utility pole. 

■ Never go into an electric substation for 
any reason - even on a dare. Electric substa¬ 
tions contain high-voltage equipment, which 

can kill you. Never rescue a pet that goes inside. 
Call your local electric utility instead. 

Whether you are taking on a home improvement 
project, planning to trim a tree, adding to your 

garden or taking a refreshing swim, take a moment to 
consider the electrical equipment around you, and po¬ 
tential hazards to avoid during summer months. Of par¬ 
ticular concern are power lines overhead and the added 
dangers when water and storm activity are present. 
Accidents involving electricity can yield tragic results. 
Be aware of potential safety issues and how to protect 
yourself. 
Safety Tips to Keep in Mind this Summer Include: 
■ Look Up and Around You. Always be aware of the 
location of power lines, particularly when using long 
metal tools like ladders, pool skimmers and pruning 
poles, or when installing rooftop antennas and 
satellite dishes or doing roof repair work. 
■ Be especially careful when working near 
power lines attached to your house. Keep 
equipment and yourself at least 10 feet from 
lines. Never trim trees near power lines - leave 
that to the professionals. 
■ If your projects include DIGGING, like 
building a deck or planting a tree, call JULIE 
(or your local underground utility locator) 
before you begin. Never assume 
the location or depth of under¬ 
ground utility lines. Call (800) 
892-0123 at least two business 
days ahead of your dig date. This ser¬ 
vice is free, prevents the inconvenience of 
having utilities interrupted, and can help you 
avoid serious injury. 
■ Electricity + water = DANGER. If it’s 
raining or the ground is wet, avoid using 
electric yard tools. Never step into a flooded 
area - especially basements - if water is in 
contact with electrical outlets, appliances or 
cords. 
■ If gas-burning appliances are sub- 

co 
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Because Hike's dad is one 
tbe owners ol his electric 

co op, there are new lights 
at the baseball Held. 

Running an efficient office: 
Computers and printers 
Run an energy-efficient office - not merely 

an efficient office. Electronic office 

Only your local electric co-op makes 
every customer an owner of the 

Unlike other electric utilities, 
your co-op exists to make sure your 
needs are always met, not to make a 
profit. And since every electric co-op is 

owned and operated, your co-op 
is always there with you, reinvesting in 
your community. That’s why in an elec¬ 
tric co-op, the people have the power. 

Touchstone Energy' 
The power of human connections 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JUNE 2005 

equipment is the fastest growing source of 
demand for electricity in the United States. 
Although commercial businesses account 
for most of that growth, the increasing use 
of home computers, fax machines, and other 
office equipment also contributes to the 
growing demand. 

If you want to make the best use 
of electricity while taking care of 
your business - whether it’s 
a full-time job or just playing 
computer games with the kids 
— keep these tips in mind: 
■ Laptop computers are much 
more energy efficient than 
desktop models. 
■ Energy use varies greatly 
among the types of computers 
on the market today. So if you’re 
buying a new model, check out 
its energy consumption numbers. is the fast- 
But generally, faster computers use 
more power than slow ones, and 
color monitors use more power 
than gray-scale. 
■ It’s much more efficient to 
operate peripherals - such as CD- 
ROM drives, hard drives and mo¬ 
dems - when they’re installed in the computer than to 
run external add-ons. 

est growing 
source of 

demand for 
electricity in 
the United 

States. 

Look for a system that has an auto¬ 
matic power-saver mode. This powers down 

your computer without shutting it down 
entirely if you haven’t used it within a set 

period of time. 
■Laser printers use almost twice as much ener¬ 

gy as inkjet and dot matrix printers. And with improve¬ 
ments in inkjet technology, the quality they produce is 
excellent, and they’re much less expensive to purchase. 

Would you like more information on how to cut your 
office or business electric bills? Call your local electric 

cooperative for more information. As a consumer-owned 
utility, your co-op is always happy to help you save 
money. 
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Your Touchstone Energy' Parmer 

Editorial • Glenn English, President/CEO of NRECA 

Electric Co-op Directors - Grassroots 
Strength Storms Capitol Hill To Fight For You 

TTo iis past May, nearly 3,000 

local electric co-op direc¬ 
tors were in Washington, DC 
urging members of Congress 

to support the issues and pri¬ 

orities important to you, your local electric cooperative 

and your community. I hope you will take the time to 
call your representatives in Washington and urge them 

to support our shared priorities. 

Several months ago, the Bush Admin¬ 

istration made proposals that would signif¬ 

icantly increase taxes and possibly reduce 
electric service reliability for co-op mem¬ 

bers like you. The Administration is once 

again making a grab for your hydroelectric 

resources, submitting a budget proposal 
that would take $12 billion from you and 
other co-op members in higher rates from 

federally owned dams known collectively 

as the Power Marketing Administrations (PMA). 
Seventy years ago the federal government asked 

electric cooperatives to shoulder the cost of building 
these facilities. We’ve paid for those dams, and today 
not only are consumers paying rates that cover the 
cost of power, but these rates also pay the cost of flood 
control, irrigation, environmental controls, and other 

projects associated with these facilities. PMA rates are 

calculated at the cost of operating the facilities. 

Thousands of co-op directors have made the trip 

to Washington to deliver a strong and clear message to 

Congress: we paid for those dams through a partner¬ 

ship with the government stretching back to the 1930s 

and we will fight to oppose any new federal tax upon 

“The RUS (for¬ 

merly the REA) 

has been an 

invaluable part¬ 

ner in bridging 

the great dis¬ 

tances of rural 

America.” 

you, our members. This fight is far from over however, 
and your voice will need to be heard if we are going to 

defeat this new $12 billion tax. 
I also wanted to alert you to the fact that Wash¬ 

ington bureaucrats are trying to transform the Rural 

Utilities Service (RUS) from an important utility infra¬ 

structure support service to a poverty program. Their 
intention is to limit access to RUS funding to the most 

remote parts of the country. The RUS - 

some of you may remember it as the REA 

- has been an invaluable partner in bridg¬ 
ing the great distances of rural America. 

The network that we have built together is 

a conduit of commerce and grantor of sus¬ 

tained economic growth and an improved 

quality of life. 
We will not stand idly by while that 

legacy is subsumed. Electric co-op direc¬ 

tors are delivering to Capitol Hill a strong 
message but we need help in fighting these bureau¬ 
crats. With your active participation we will continue 
the fight, aggressively seeking the resources to main¬ 
tain and upgrade the infrastructure co-ops need to con¬ 

tinue providing the service you’ve come to expect from 
your local utility. 

The legislative meetings and rallies that your co-op 
directors took part in last May are a critical part of what 

makes us a strong and respected consumer voice in 

Washington, DC. It is a forceful demonstration of the 

grassroots approach to advocacy that has been the 
hallmark of our program and serves to remind official 

Washington of how unique and special electric coop¬ 

eratives are. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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Know What To Do When Thunderstorms 
And Lightning Threaten 
Safe Electricity offers tips during National Lightning Safety Awareness Week 

“If thunder¬ 
storms and 
lightning are 
approaching, 
the safest 
location is 

indoors away 
from doors 

and windows” 

Lightning causes more storm-related deaths annually 
in the United States than tornadoes or hurricanes, and 

causes about $5-billion in economic losses each year. 
During National Lightning Safety Awareness Week 

June 19-25, Safe Electricity offers safety tips and pre¬ 
cautions recommended by the National Weather Service 
to avoid injury and damage during thunderstorms and 
lightning activity. 

“Plan outdoor activities around the weather, and have 
a lightning safety plan that follows the ‘30-30 Rule,’” says 
Molly Hall, Director of the Safe Electricity program. 

Under the “30-30 rule,” if you’re outside when a 
storm approaches and you see lightning, count 
the time until you hear thunder. If you count 
30 seconds or less, seek proper shelter. Wait 
at least 30 minutes after the last observed 
lightning or thunder before leaving shelter. 

“If thunderstorms and lightning are ap¬ 
proaching, the safest location is indoors away 
from doors and windows,” says Hall. “Avoid 
water, electric appliances, and other objects 
that could conduct electricity, and use only 
cordless or cell phones to make emergency 
calls.” 

Phone use is the leading cause of indoor 
lightning injuries in the U.S. A direct strike is not neces¬ 
sary for lightning voltage to enter your home through 
phone lines, electrical wires, cables, and plumbing. 

Other recommendations to avoid lightning shock and 
damage indoors include: 
■ Turn off and unplug appliances well before a storm 
nears - never during. 
■ Stay away from electrical outlets, appliances, comput¬ 
ers, power tools, and TV sets. Take off headsets and stop 
playing video games. 
■ Avoid water and contact with piping, including sinks, 
baths, and faucets. Don’t wash dishes, shower, or bathe 
during a thunderstorm. Also avoid washers and dryers 
since they not only connect with the plumbing and electri¬ 
cal systems, but also contain an electrical path from the 
outside through the dryer vent. 
■ Do not lie on the concrete floor of a garage as it likely 
contains a wire mesh. 
■ Basements typically are a safe place to go during thun¬ 
derstorms, but avoid concrete walls that may contain 
metal rebar. 

If you cannot get to a house before a thunderstorm 
hits, move to a safer location such as a vehicle with a 

solid, metal roof. Close the windows and avoid contact 
with electrical conducting paths, such as the steering 
wheel, ignition, gear shifter, or radio. 

If caught outdoors and unable to get to a proper light¬ 
ning shelter, avoid water, high ground, and open spaces. 
Do not seek shelter under tall, solitary trees; canopies; 
small picnic or rain shelters; or in any open-frame ve¬ 
hicles such as jeeps, convertibles, golf carts, tractors, 
or mowers. Do not stand near power, light, or flag poles, 
machinery, fences, gates, metal bleachers, or even other 
people. Spread out at least 20 feet apart from each other. 
Move to low ground and seek cover in clumps of bushes, 

or trees of uniform height, such as a forest. 
“If you’re in an open area outside, tingling skin 
or crackling sounds could signal that lightning is 
about to strike,” warns Hall. “Drop down into a 
crouching position and make yourself as small 
as possible - feet together and hands over your 
ears - with minimal contact with the ground.” 

After the storm, remember safety tips to avoid 
electrical hazards. 
“Remember fallen limbs and debris could be 
hiding hazards such as downed electrical wires,” 

cautions Hall. “If you see dangling or fallen lines, 
assume they are electrical wires, and are energized. Warn 
others to stay away, and when it is safe to use a phone, 
call your local electric provider.” 

Additional lightning facts and safety tips can be 
found at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin¬ 
istration Web site at www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov. Also 
visit www.SafeElectricity.org for more electrical safety 
information. 

Safe Electricity is an electrical safety public aware¬ 
ness program created and supported by a coalition of 
several dozen organizations, including electric companies 
and cooperatives, educators and other entities committed 
to promoting electrical safety. 

Be sure to 
visit our 
booth at the 
Monroe 
County Fair 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JULY 2005 



AMR (Automatic Motor Reading) 
system nearly complete 

Most of our membership should have an electronic AMR meter in place 

The new AMR meters not only record accurately the 
electric usage consumed at a member’s account but 

it also has the ability to transmit its reading back to the 
cooperative office. 

Every night, all the AMR meters on our system get a 
signal (called a ping or a request for a reading) from our 
office server and the meter responds to that ping with a 
pulse count or its reading. This is the same reading that 
shows on the front of the meter that the member can still 
see. 

These readings are stored on the server each day 
and when billing time comes, they are retrieved for a 
given day (usually the 1st) and transferred into the billing 
system in the same place we would normally type in 
the meter reading each month. This not only saves the 
members from reading their meter and sending it in, but 
it also saves a tremendous amount of work on the part 
of the office employees each month not having to type in 
some 6,300 readings. 

Meter readings are more accurate and timely now. 
We now can avoid situations where meter readings are 
sent in that are not accurate (usually too low) that we 
eventually would have to send a lineman out to correct 
and verify. 

This has and will continue to safeguard the reve¬ 
nues of the cooperative and protect the financial stability 
of the cooperative. 

Along with the meter reading benefits, there are sev¬ 

eral other advantages to our new system. 
We now have access to the electric usage at an ac¬ 

count down to the hour. If a member questions the high 
usage on their bill, we can pull historical data that will 
show when the electric consumption was used and this 
can help in diagnosing a usage problem or question. 

We will also have the ability to see outage situations 
before a number of members discover they are out of 
power. This will aid in reducing outage down time. 

The cooperative will be installing a special discon¬ 
nect switch that will work off the AMR or TWACS sys¬ 
tem signal. This will give billing personnel the ability to 
disconnect a service from the office. This will save the 
cooperative from having to send a lineman out to dis¬ 
connect the meter either for nonpayment or the member 
moving out. 

Because of a delay in some of our meters being 
shipped to us, as of this writing some members may still 
not have an AMR meter installed. 

If your bill shows the normal blank boxes for your 
meter readings to be entered, then chances are your 
meter has not been changed yet. If it shows “x” in those 
boxes and a message that you no longer need to read 
your meter, then it has been changed and we will read it 
from now on. 

If you have any questions about the new AMR sys¬ 
tem, please contact us at the cooperative office at 939- 
7171, (800) 757-7433 or e-mail mcec@htc.net. 

Lineman Attends Underground Locating School 
onald Schultheis of Waterloo, Journeyman Lineman 
for Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, attended 

an underground locating school up at Staking University 
up near Chicago, Illinois on May 10-12. 

All the linemen attending used different kinds of lo¬ 
cators as well as their own. The university is actually an 
old mental institution where there were a lot of different 
lines buried lines such as gas, electric, water, etc. It was 
it’s own little city at one time. 

The school was hosted by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives in Springfield, Illinois. 
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Thanks to the military 

personnel who have 

fought for all of us, the 

star-spangled banner yet 

waves O’er the land of the 

free and the home of the 

brave. Brought to you by 

your local cooperative. 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Out office will be closed Monday, July 4th in 

observance of Independence Day. 

Meth is everybody’s 
Touchstone Energy: 

The power of human connections 

business 

Methamphetamine (meth) pro¬ 
duction and use is a growing 
epidemic in rural Illinois. 

Meth can be produced virtually any¬ 
where, including places where you 
may be fishing, farming or clearing 
brush. If you find an area where you 
think meth is being produced (a meth 
lab), or if you encounter someone 
who is high on meth, leave the area 
immediately and call the nearest law 
enforcement agency. Don’t try to han¬ 
dle the situation yourself, and don’t 
pick up any containers, or try to smell 
their contents. It could prove deadly. 

Meth doesn’t just affect the peo¬ 
ple who take it; it can affect an entire 
community, including you. Meth 
is everybody’s busi¬ 
ness. 

For more information about meth, 
contact your local sheriff’s office. 

This message brought to you by your 
Touchstone Energy® Cooperative, the power 

of human connections. 
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MONROE COUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(618) 939-7171 

(800) 757-7433 Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

A Week In Washington 
Heather Nast of Valmeyer and 

Christopher Preston of Freeburg 
represented Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative June 17 - 24 in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. The students met with 
Illinois congressional leaders and 
learned about their government dur¬ 
ing the annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour. This event, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives 
of Illinois, began in the late 1950s to 
introduce rural youths to our demo¬ 
cratic form of government and coop¬ 
eratives. 

Heather Nast and Christopher 
Preston were the winners of our 
“Youth to Washington” essay contest. 
Sons or daughters of cooperative em¬ 
ployees or directors are not eligible 
to enter the essay contest but can 
attend by paying their own way for the trip. 

The students met with Congressman Jerry Costello 
on Capitol Hill and were among 61 rural Illinois youth 
leaders selected for the trip. In addition to the Capitol, 
students also visited Gettysburg; the Smithsonian Mu¬ 
seums; memorials of Lincoln, Jefferson, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, the Vietnam War, the Korean War, and World 
War II; the Washington National Monument and National 
Cathedral; an Iwo Jima Parade and Pageant; the chang¬ 
ing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
at Arlington National Cemetary; the Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia; the Memorial Holocaust Museum; and at¬ 
tended a lecture at the Supreme Court. 

In addition to these sites that gave the students a 
feel for their country, its wars, its Presidents and its his¬ 
tory, the students toured the Capitol, saw the House Gal¬ 
lery, and met with their Illinois Senator Barack Obama to 
discuss current events and what young voters can do to 
change their country for the better. 

AUGUST 2005 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

'o
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

• 
Vo

lu
nt

ar
y a

nd
 o

pe
n 

m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

• 
Vo

lu
nt

ar
y a

nd
 o

pe
n 

m
em

be
rs

hi
p 



Low price. High quality. 
Integrity. 

It’s what you expect from your local 
cooperative. 

Yes, there is a new Sheriff in town...Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. long distance 
with TransWorld Network (TWN). Start saving today and switch to the new long distance com¬ 
pany your cooperative recommends! 

Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, Inc. 
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

Pay just 4.50* per minute for all 
your in-state long distance calls 
Only 4.90* per minute for all calls state-to-state 
anytime, anywhere in the continental U.S. 
E-bill rates as just 4.50 per minute 
(residential service only) 
NO cost to join. NO monthly minimum. NO hidden charges. 
You don't have to be a current Monroe County Electric Co-Operative 
customer to sign up. 

"Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Certain restrictions may apply. Please call for details. Services provided by TransWorld Network. 

MISSING OUT ON SAVINGS LIKE THIS SHOULD BE A CRIME. (888) 507-5767 

Verizon Day set for Friday, August 5 
A Verizon Wireless representative will be at your cooperative office on Friday, August 5 from 11:00 a.m. 

until 2:00 p.m. The representative will be here to answer your questions and will have several models 
of phones on hand that members can look at. If you’re not able to be here at that time and would like to 
talk to the representative, you can call our office either before or during those hours and the representative 
will call you back. Through Verizon Wireless, your cooperative is able to offer several very competitive rate 
plans for cell phones to the membership. 

Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, Inc. 

6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 
(618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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Froject Chi Id Safe - 
Putting a Lock on Gun Safety 

IP 
In Illinois Project Childsafe is distributing 257,000 safety gunlocks 
like this one for free. The gunlocks are available through local electric 
co-ops, law enforcement offices and other outlets. 

Firearms accidents in the home 
can result when a child finds 

a loaded and unsecured firearm. 
The risk of firearms-related unin¬ 
tentional injuries or deaths can be 
reduced when firearms owners are 
aware of and fully understand their 
responsibility to handle firearms 
safely and store them in a secure 
manner. 

The Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives have joined the Project 
ChildSafe program. Electric co-ops 
across Illinois will distribute free 
gun-locking devices and safety 
instructions at local co-op offices, 
annual membership meetings, 
safety programs, and other events. 

It. Governor Pat Quinn says Il¬ 
linois has committed to distributing 
257,000 safety kits to 529 police 
departments, 102 sheriff offices 
and five Department of Natural Re¬ 
sources offices. 

The free gun-locking device 
distributed in the Project ChiidSafe 
program is a vinyl-covered steel 

cable with one end permanently 

secured to a keyed padlock. Ca¬ 
ble locks require that many types 
of firearms be unloaded before the 
cable lock is installed, providing an 
extra level Of safety. The lock pre¬ 

vents the firearm’s action from 

closing. 

Project ChiidSafe has already 
distributed more than 6 million 
safety kits to 35 states. 

Sponsored by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), the program is funded 
by a grant from the Department 
of Justice and is a component of 

Project Safe Neighborhoods. 
Project Safe Neighborhoods 

is a comprehensive, strategic ap¬ 
proach to reducing gun violence in 
America. 

As a firearms owner, you 
should be sure that guns in your 
home are stored so that they are 
not accessible to children or other 
unauthorized persons. Hiding a 
gun in a closet, drawer, or similar 
location is not safe storage. Chil¬ 
dren are extremely curious and 
might find a gun in your home that 
you thought was safely hidden or 
inaccessible. 

As with most areas of home 
safety, your objective as a firearm 
owner is to put in place a series of 
simple precautions (multiple safe¬ 
guards) that together help create a 
secure environment for firearms in 
the home. Each of these precau¬ 
tions is designed to provide an 
additional barrier against unauthor¬ 
ized use. 

Key Guidelines for Safe Storage 
Include: 
* Unloaded firearms should be 
stored in a locked cabinet, safe, 
gun vault, or storage case. Be sure 
to place a locked storage case in a 
location inaccessible to children. 
* Unloaded firearms can also be 
secured with a gun-locking device 
that renders the firearm inoperable. 
A gunlock should be used as an ad¬ 
ditional safety precaution and not 
as a substitute for lock storage. If 
firearms are disassembled, parts 
should be securely stored in sepa¬ 
rate locations. 
* Store ammunition in a locked 
location separate from firearms. 
* Always re-check firearms care¬ 
fully and completely to confirm that 
they are “still” unloaded when you 
remove 
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KID FRIENDLY AND 
ENERGY SMART 

BY LAURA CAMPER Close the door You’re letting 
all the heat out!” “Turn off 

the lights when you leave 
the room!” “Turn off the TV 

___ if you’re not going to watch 
it!” “Don’t hold the refrigerator 

door open!” And so the battle be¬ 
tween kids and parents about wasted 
energy continues. 

It’s time to try a different ap¬ 
proach - conservation education. 

There are lots of resources on 
the Internet for parents to teach their 
kids how to save energy and why it is 
important. 

With the Department of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy, 
take a field trip to Dr. E’s Energy Lab 
at www.eere.energy.gov/kids/ and a 
funky, monkey scientist in a lab coat 
and glasses will lead kids through his 
lab. They can learn about renewable 
energy sources like wind, solar, and 
geothermal energy. 

They can also learn about sav¬ 
ing energy. Besides reading some 
energy saving tips, kids can follow 
a link to Energy Hog, to play a game 
that teaches them how to spot energy 
hogs in their own home and how to 
fix them. 

In Roofus’ Solar and Efficient 
Neighborhood at www.eere.energy, 
gov/roofus/, also by the Department 
of Energy Efficiency and Renew¬ 
able Energy, kids can take a tour of 
Roofus’ energy efficient home and 
neighborhood. Roofus, a very smart 
retriever donning a baseball cap and 
sunglasses, gives the kids tips on 
how they can make their own home 
more energy efficient. Roofus also 
gives kids some solar projects that 
they can build, including a solar pizza 
box oven and a sundial. 

The Energy Kids Page at www.eia. 
doe.gov/kids, by the Energy Information 
Administration, is written for junior high 
or high school students. Energy Ant, 
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sporting a red turtleneck and looking like 
he stepped out of an Archie comic, leads 
students through the different activities 
and information sections. 

Under Fun & Games they can 
take field trips to energy related sights 
from a Kerr McGee drilling sight to the 
National Renewable Energy Labora¬ 
tory to the National Atomic Museum. 
All tours feature color photos and 
informational stories about each of 
the sights. There are also crossword 
puzzles and word searches for the 
kids to do and a coloring book for 
younger kids. 

Under Energy History, kids can 
learn about famous people who con¬ 
tributed to energy knowledge and the 
history of energy and its use - people 
like Benjamin Franklin, Albert Einstein, 
and Henry Ford to name a few. There 
are also pages for Energy Facts and 
for Classroom Activities for ages 5 
through 18. 

To explain why conservation is 
important, have your kids visit www. 
epa.gov/kids, the Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency Web site. The Web 
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site explains global warming and the 
greenhouse effect in terms that kids 
of all ages can understand and the 
Ozone is explained in an online comic 
book. The Web site also explains how 
people and their use of resources 
have changed the earth. 

The EPA also has a Web site 
aimed at high school students at 
www.epa.gov/highschool/. This Web 
site is a gold mine for students, it has 
links to Web sites on environmental 
topics organized by the headings 
of Air, Water, Waste and Recycling, 
Conservation, and Ecosystems. Each 
link has a short description of the 
information available on that site. 

In addition, the Web site lists 
environmental careers, internships, 
and scholarships for those students 
interested in pursuing an education in 
environmnetal science. 

So, instead of barking orders at 
your kids, have them visit some of 
these Web sites. They can learn, on 
their own, the importance of saving 
energy and hopefully, start some 
good habits that will last a lifetime. 



MONROE COUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 

(618) 939-7171 A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

(g>00) 757-7433 

MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY 
Saturday, October 1 

So come on out on the 1st of October, 
have a hot dog, and say “HI” at our 

“Membership Appreciation Day.” 

The membership of Monroe County Electric Co¬ 
operative are invited out to a “Member Ap¬ 
preciation Day” at the cooperative office on 

Saturday, October 1, from 11:00 a.m. until 
3:00 p.m. 

The cooperative would like to thank its member¬ 
ship for its support. We’ve seen many changes over 
the past several years and we appreciate the mem¬ 
bership’s patience and cooperation through it all. 

The “Member Appreciation Day” will offer 
the membership a chance to tour the new coopera¬ 
tive office if they haven’t done so yet. 

Refreshments available will include hot 
dogs, chips, and soda or bottled water. 

Members who have young children are 
encouraged to come out as well. We will have 
several items for the younger generation, 
which will include: 
■ Moonwalker setup for bouncing fun for the 

children 
■ Helium balloons will be given out 

We will have a 
Grand Prize drawing 
for a DVD/VCR player. 

We will also have attendance gifts 
for each membership that visits. 
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County Highway Department Enjoys 
The benefits Of Geothermal 

"This system 

does a great 

job with 

heating our 

work area 

evenly." 

Back in early 2002 when Monroe County 
Highway Engineer Ron Polka was laying 

plans for a new work facility on Old Red Bud 
road, he wanted an efficient heating/cooling 
system that would not saddle the county with 
high energy costs. 

In their old facility, located in Waterloo, 
the shop/garage was heated by a reflective 
radiant gas heated system located in the ceil¬ 
ing. Radiant heat would circulate warmed air 
down to the work area. 

That system seemed sufficient at the 
time but Polka was interested in something 
better, especially as he watched the price 
of natural gas skyrocket. 

Polka checked into a geothermal 
heating/cooling system for the new facil¬ 
ity. Geothermal technology is not a fossil 
fuel burning system but rather a heat 
pump system (the most efficient) that 
moves heat from one area to another 
rather that creating heat with a flame. 
The system is not only the most efficient 
on the market, but as many claim, the most comfortable. 
reliable and environmentally friendly. Without a fuel burning 
flame, there is no dangerous exhaust fumes to vent and 
no risk of explosion from leaking oases. 

Construction on the new facility was started in Janu¬ 
ary 2003. The building was finished and county highway 
department employees started daily operations at the facil¬ 
ity in early September 2003. 

The 12-ton geothermal system, manufactured by Wa- 
terFurnace International, was installed by Bel-0 Heating 
and Cooling of Belleville. 

A two-ton unit heats and cools the 1,400 sq.ft, office. 
Two five-ton units, along with two hot water holding tanks, 
provide radiant floor heat in the shop/garage area, which is 
approximately 4,700 sq.ft. 

Highway department employee Delbert Scheibe said, 
“This system does a great job with heating our work area 
evenly.” He added, “In cold winter weather, when we open 
one of the bay doors to move a truck, it only takes minutes 
once the door is closed for that area to recover to a com¬ 
fortable temperature. We’re very pleased with the geother¬ 
mal system at this time.” 

The outside piping for the system was installed verti¬ 
cally (called wells) at a depth of around 200’, underneath 
the parking lot just south of the building. There were 12 
wells drilled (one for each ton). The water/antifreeze solu¬ 
tion circulates in the pipes underground picking up the 
constant 55 degree temperature. In the winter, the heat 
is picked up in the solution and carried into the building 

where, at the unit, it is compressed to a higher tem¬ 
perature and the heat is transferred to an adjacent but 

j separate water circulating system laying in the floor of the 
shop. The heat warms the floor, radiates up, and warms 

the shop area evenly and efficiently. 
The initial process is the same for the office system, 

but rather than by a radiant floor method, the warmed air is 
blown through the office. 

The highway department crunched some numbers on 
energy costs comparing the old building, which was 2,850 
sq.ft., to the new building, which is 6,100 sq.ft, (more than 
double the size). Even with the addition of an outside resis¬ 
tance heating system (asphalt tank, 6,000 gallon heater) and 
fuel pumps, their costs dropped form 9 cents/sq.ft, at the old 
building to 6 cents/sq.ft, at the new building. 

The shop area does not have air conditioning but several 
ceiling fans were installed, which keep the work environment 
at a more pleasant temperature in the summer. 

Overall, Polka is pleased with the system and said that 
the extra cost with installing the geothermal system should 
be recovered with their monthly savings in a few short years. 

That means huge savings to the county in the long run, 
as well as being an environmentally friendly system. 

The facility is located next to and electrically served by 
Monroe County Electric Cooperative (MCEC). Along with a 
nice rebate check from the cooperative for the geothermal 
system, the highway department is taking advantage of the 
cooperative’s low all electric rate 16. In a majority of the 
accounts on rate 16, most of the kilowatts used are metered 
at a low 5 cent/kilowatt hour rate. 

That, along with the super efficiency of the geothermal 
system and freedom from high oas prices, makes it the 
smart choice for the future. 
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Harvest Workers Urged Caution To Yield 
Fewer Electrical Accidents 
Harvest season can yield higher numbers 

of electrocution, shock, and burn inju¬ 
ries. Nationwide, an average 60 agricultural 
workers are electrocuted and hundreds more 
injured in electrical accidents each year. 

“Equipment contacting overhead power 
lines is the leading cause of farm electrocu¬ 
tion accidents in the Midwest,” says Bob 
Aherin, University of Illinois Agricultural 
Safety Specialist. “Many of these accidents 
occur near grain bins, when augers make 
contact with power lines” 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative 
President/CEO Alan Wattles says, 
“All farm workers need to be sure 
to keep equipment 10 feet from 
power lines at all times. That’s 
10 feet above, below, and to the 
sides of the lines. Lower all equip¬ 
ment you can before moving it 
and use a spotter for large equip¬ 
ment.” 
Some equipment safety con¬ 
siderations: 
■ Always lower portable augers 

or elevators to their lowest 
possible level - under 14 feet- before moving or trans¬ 
porting; use care when raising them. 

■ When moving large equipment or high loads near a 
power line, always use a spotter, or someone to help 
make certain that contact is not made with a line. 

■ Be aware of increased height when loading and trans¬ 
porting larger modern tractors with higher antennas. 

■ Never attempt to raise or move a power line to clear a 
path! 
If equipment comes in contact with power lines, stay 

inside the cab and call for help. Tell others to stay away un¬ 
til a co-op lineman arrives at the scene to make sure power 

"Equipment 
contacting 
overhead 

power lines 
is the leading 
cause of farm 
electrocution 

accidents in the 
Midwest." 

is disconnected. If there is risk of fire and you must leave 
the area, the proper action is to jump - not step - with both 
feet hitting the ground at the same time. Do not allow any 
part of your body to touch the equipment and the ground at 
the same time. Continue to hop or shuffle to safety, keep¬ 
ing both feet together as you leave the area. 

Once you get away from the equipment, never attempt 
to get back on or even touch the equipment. Many electro¬ 
cutions occur when the operator dismounts and, realizing 
nothing has happened, tries to get back on the equipment. 

It is very important that all farm workers and seasonal 
employees are informed of electrical hazards, and trained 
in proper procedures to avoid injury. For more information 
on farm and home electrical safety, visit www.SafeElectric- 
ity.org. 

<5 
[oKe 
)utag 

rt a Power 
Emergency 

A all us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at (618) 939-7171 
Wor (800) 757-7433 
Q Check the fuses or breakers in your home. 

& Check the breakers below the meter if the meter is located on 
a yard pole. 

@ Call your neighbors. If their power is also off, ask if they have re¬ 
ported the power outage. Please do not assume the outage has been 
reported. Your home may be the only home experiencing the outage. 

& Call Monroe County Electric to report your power outage. In or¬ 
der for us to process your call more quickly, please be prepared 
to give the name, address, account number, and telephone 
number for the account without power. 

3FFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CL( 

The cooperative 
office will be 

closed Monday, 
September 5 in 
observance of 

Labor Day. 

PL LABOR DAY 

CO 
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Direct Payment Plan Now Available We are pleased to offer you a new service—the 
Direct Payment Plan. Now you can have your 

payment made automatically from your checking 
account, savings account or credit card if it is a Mas¬ 
terCard, Visa, or Discover Card. And, you won’t have to 
change your present banking relationship to take advan¬ 
tage of this service. 

The Direct Payment Plan will help you in 
several ways: 
■ It saves time — fewer checks to write. 
■ Helps meet your commitment in a convenient and timely 

manner - even if you’re on vacation or out of town. 
■ No lost or misplaced statements, your payment is 

always on time - it helps maintain good credit. 
■ It saves postage. 
■ It’s easy to sign up for, easy to cancel. 
■ No late charges. 

Here’s how the Direct Payment Plan works: 
You authorize regularly scheduled payments to be 

made from your checking, savings, or credit card ac¬ 
count. Then, just sit back and relax. Your payments will 
be made automatically on the 15th day of each month, 
and proof of payment will appear on your statement. The 
amount withdrawn from either your savings, checking, 
or credit card account will be the net amount due shown 
on your electric bill. The authority you give to charge 
your account will remain in effect until you notify us in 
writing to terminate the authorization. The Direct Pay¬ 
ment Plan is dependable, flexible, convenient, and 
easy. To take advantage of this service, contact the co¬ 
operative office at 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 for 
details. 

Top 10 reasons why farm trucks are never stolen 
A Top speed is only 45 mph. 

f [ H They only have a range of 20 miles before they 
break down or run out of gas. 

o Only the owner knows how to operate the door. Olt is difficult to drive fast with all the fence tools, 
grease rags, ropes, chains, syringes, buckets, 
boots and loose papers flying around in the cab. 

mjk It takes too long to start and the smoke coming up 
through the rusted-out floorboard clouds your vi¬ 
sion. 

The Border Collie on the toolbox looks mean. 

O They’re too easy to spot. The description given 
to the sheriff’s department might go something 

ip like this: “The driver’s side door is red, the pas¬ 
senger side door is green, the right front fender is 
yellow ” 

mwi The large round bale in the back makes it hard to 
see if you’re being chased. You could use the 
mirrors if they weren’t cracked and covered with 
duct tape. 

OWho wants a truck that needs a year’s worth of 
maintenance, $3,000 worth of bodywork, a tail- 
light, and a new windshield? 

And the Number AB reason why farm trucks 
are never stolen? 

It is very, very difficult to commit a 
crime when everyone is waving at you! 

Farmers are Part of 
Our Electric Cooperative 
Stay safe this harvest season by always 

watching for overhead electric lines. 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
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Co-op Commits to Using 
Soybean-13asad ON Transformers 
On Tuesday, August 16 

at 1:30 p.m., Monroe 
County Electric Cooperative 
(MCEC), along with represen¬ 
tatives from Cooper Power 
Systems and Cargill Indus¬ 
trial Oils and Lubricants, held 
a news conference at the 
co-op office announcing the 
introduction of electric dis¬ 
tribution transformers using 
soybean-based oil. Current 
distribution transformers use 
a petroleum- based oil. 

This new technology is 
expected to increase the use 
of soybeans in the bio-based 
fluids industry. 

Oil is used in transform¬ 
ers to keep the electric coils 
inside cool, dissipating heat 
and also acts to insulate the 
core from the outer metal cas¬ 
ing. This oil has, up to this time, 
been petroleum-based mineral 
oil. However, the new soy-based 
oil, called Envirotemp FR-3 fluid, 
offers several advantages over the 
traditional petroleum based, which include: 
■ Provides longer life to transformers - 5-8 times longer 
■ Safer-Higher fire points (360 degrees Celsius) more than double 

petroleum-based oil 
■ Biodegradable 
■ Non-toxic 
■ Lower load loss 
■ Lessens dependence on foreign oil 
■ Less EPA issues in the event of a spill 

Starting off the news conference with opening statements was 
Todd Allen, a soybean farmer. He said this was an exciting new bio¬ 

advantages News conference 
panel members. 
From left are Todd -   - - 

Allen, soybean farm¬ 
er; Brian Baxter, moderator; Bill Brady 
of Cargill; Lee Van Dixhorn, Cooper 
Power Systems; and Alan Wattles, 
President/CEO of Monroe County 
Electric Cooperative. 

Monroe County Electric Board members. From left are 
Walter Amann, Larry Kraft, Ross Mueller, and Board 
Chairman Terry Grommet (speaking). 

m (Continued on 16b) 
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■ (Continued from 16a) 

product development. There is the potential for the use of 
75 million gallons of soy based fluid in transformers derived 
from more than 50 million bushels of soybeans. 

Bill Brady of Cargill stressed that the use of Envirotemp 
FR-3 fluid would lessen the dependence we have on foreign 
oil. 

Lee Van Dixhorn, field project engineer for Cooper 
Power Systems, said, “It extends insulation life of the 
transformer five to eight times and reduces life cycle costs, 
which means lower capital expenses.” 

The soy-based oil is safer. It has a fire point of 360 
degrees Celsius, more than twice that of petro-based oil. 

MCEC CEO Alan Wattles stated, “We are, I think, one 
of three cooperatives in Illinois to use it. But we’re the first 
to make the decision to go full fledge with FR-3 fluid trans¬ 
formers.” 

Wattles also said that the cooperative serves about 
6,700 meters representing more than 4,000 transformers. 
The new transformers will be used on new services as well 
as normal changeouts. 

The cost of FR-3 transformers big enough to serve three 
to four households is $400-$600, about 20 percent higher 
than a petro-based transformer. 

One of several MCEC board members present for the 
news conference, Board President Terry Grommet said, “We 
challenge other utilities to use these products that are safer, 
more economical, and environmentally friendly. More sales 
of these soy-based transformers can help bring down prices 
while helping the environment.” 

For more information on the soybean industry, you can 
go to their Web site at www.unitedsoybean.org or you can 
contact Chris Toebben at (888) 235-4332, extension #1957. 

Celebrating Co-ops and Their 
Contributions 
This month, the nation’s 900 electric cooperatives join the 

more than 40,000 cooperatives around the country to cel¬ 
ebrate National Co-op Month. The cooperative form of business 
is making a difference in all aspects of life: utilities, housing, 
agriculture, healthcare, banking, insurance, and childcare. Co¬ 
operatives serve 120 million members, or four in 10 Americans. 

Electric cooperatives, like all cooperative forms of busi¬ 
ness, are locally owned and operated. The fact that co-ops are 
owned by the consumers they serve keeps co-ops focused on 
your needs and local priorities. That means conducting business 
through a locally elected board of directors and an annual meet¬ 
ing, where consumers can be involved in the democratic process 
of governing their co-op. It’s the “people” part—the personal 
involvement, the grassroots activities—that characterizes what 
electric co-ops are all about. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative’s (MCEC) com¬ 
mitment to you begins with helping you keep your electric bill 
as low as possible. We deliver service to you at the cost of 
service. There are no hidden fees and no profits for investors in 
faraway cities. 

Because electric co-ops are so closely linked to their commu¬ 
nities, there are countless examples of activities that have the “co¬ 
op touch”: conducting safety programs at schools; sponsoring local 
events; working with community organizations to get new business¬ 
es or new housing started; participating with civic and community 
groups to assist others; promoting educational programs in schools 
and offering child identification kits to protect our children. 

All these things—helping consumers save energy, economic 
development, and volunteerism—point to one thing: MCEC and its 
staff are more than just an electric utility. We are an integral part of 
your community. That’s why MCEC will continue to do everything 
we can to improve the quality of life in your community. Service 
means not only making sure the electricity is flowing, but also 
making sure that our community and its citizens benefit from the 
cooperative’s participation. 

MCEC is a company that cares about the people and com¬ 
munities it serves. That service goes a long way beyond keeping 
the lights on. It’s neighbors helping neighbors. That’s what it’s all 
about—that’s the electric co-op tradition. At MCEC, people have the 
power, because they own the co-op. 

To Report a Fower 
Outage Emergency 

Call us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at (618) 939-7171 
or (800) 757-7433 

o Check the fuses or breakers in your home. 

0 Check the breakers below the meter if the meter is located on 
a yard pole. 

(ij Call your neighbors. If their power is also off, ask if they have re¬ 
ported the power outage. Please do not assume the outage has been 
reported. Your home may be the only home experiencing the outage. 

£1 Call Monroe County Electric to report your power outage. In or- 
v der for us to process your call more quickly, please be prepared 

to give the name, address, account number, and telephone 
number for the account without power. 



MONROE COUNTY ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE 

AUTHORIZATION FOR DIRECT CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 

MasterCard Visa 

Credit Card # 

Discover 
— 

Expiration Date Phone # 

Name-Please Print 

Co-Op Billing Acct.# 

Address-Please Print_ 

Signature  Date 

AUTHORIZATION FOR DIRECT CHECKING/SAVINGS PAYMENT 

I authorize the financial institution named below to initiate entries to my check¬ 
ing/savings account. This authority will remain in effect until I notify you in writing 
to cancel it in such time as to afford the financial institution a reasonable oppor¬ 
tunity to act on it. 

(Name of Financial Institution) (Branch) 

(City) (State) (Zip Code) 

(Signature) (Date) 

(Name-Please Print) (Co-Op Billing Acct. #) 

(Address-Please Print) 

Bank Account # Checking Savings 

Financial Institution Routing Number 

(between these symbols [ ]: on bottom left of check) 

**PLEASE STAPLE VOIDED CHECK TO THIS FORM** 

CO 
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How to protect your child from electrical accidents 
The tendency of small children to stick their fingers in 

places where they don’t belong can sometimes create a 
problem for mom or dad. But the result can be much more 
serious - in the form of a painful experience, or even a 
fatality - when children poke around electrical outlets. 

To prevent your child from receiving an electrical 
shock, the Leviton Institute suggests that you cover ex¬ 
posed electrical outlets with protective devices. There are 
many types to choose from, including outlet caps that 
completely close off unused outlets, tamper-resistant 
outlets, and tamper-resistant wallplates and adaptors. The 
latter allows you to use an outlet, while preventing a child 
from poking fingers, pencils or other objects inside of it. 

“You can’t be too careful when protecting small chil¬ 
dren from potentially harmful electrical devices and appli¬ 
ances,” suggests Dave Mastrone, a spokesperson for the 
Leviton Institute. “Small children are naturally curious, and 
they simply don’t understand the power of electricity.” 

A favorite target of babies and toddlers are power 
cords, which they are apt to place in their mouth and chew. 
Consequently, parents should replace a worn or frayed 
electrical cord with one having an appropriate length. An 
even better idea is to keep young children away from cords 
altogether, since a child can actually choke on as little as 
12 inches of cord. 

Children also love to tug on loose electrical cords. As 
a result, they can knock over a lamp, appliance or tele¬ 
phone, and injure themselves in the process. To prevent 
these types of accidents, the Leviton Institute suggests that 
all cords be placed out of the reach of small hands and that 
cord shorteners not be used to eliminate any loose wires. 

Here are additional safety tips to help protect your 
child from injury: 
■ Make sure there’s a light bulb in every lamp socket. 
■ When portable fans, clothes irons, space heaters and 

the like are not in use, be sure to unplug them and put 
them away. 

■ If your fuse boxes are within reach of a small child, 
padlock them shut, and place the key in a safe place 
accessible only to adults. 

■ Use extension cords only for temporary power, not as 
substitutes for well-placed receptacles. 

■ Use night lights to illuminate darkened areas of your 
home. 

■ Use a switch extender wallplate which helps young¬ 
sters reach wall switches to turn lights on and off. 
As the saying goes, an ounce of prevention is worth 

a pound of cure. That’s especially true when it comes to 
home electricity. 

Source: The Leviton Institute. 

Friendly member service is 
part or our electric co-op 

Office Records Clerks 
Mary Hirsch and Linda Schmidt. 

Monroe County Electric 

Co-Operative 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

ie 
ij#eep these safety suggestions in mind by the 
■Vu.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
before you start your Halloween planning. 
■ Be sure the costume fits properly and allows 
the child to see through a mask and not trip over 
a costume. Only buy costumes that are flame- 
resistant or flame-retardant (the fabric will resist 
burning and will be extinguished quickly). 
■ For greater visibility, decorate or trim cos¬ 
tumes and bags with reflective tape that will glow 
in the beam of a car’s headlights. Reflective tape 
is usually available in hardware or craft stores. 
■ Children should carry flashlights to see and 
be seen. 
■ Swords, knives, and similar costume acces¬ 
sories should be made of soft, flexible material. 
■ Examine the treats carefully for evidence of 
tampering before allowing children to eat sweets 
or play with toys. 
■ Keep candles and jack-o’-lanterns away from 
landings and doorsteps where costumes could 
brush against the flames. 
■ Remove obstacles from lawns, steps, and 
porches when expecting trick-or-treaters. 
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MONROE COUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 

(615) 939-7171 A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

(600) 757-7433 

2005 Area Meetings - Dates and Locations 
(Ail meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.) 

Member Meetings Scheduled 
Aset of local member meetings has been scheduled 

for two locations in the cooperative service territory 

during November. These meetings will give you an 

opportunity to learn about your cooperative and 

visit with cooperative personnel, friends, and 

neighbors. 

At the area meetings we will bring 

you up to date on cooperative ac¬ 

tivities and operations. We will set 

aside a few minutes to answer 

questions you may have con¬ 

cerning your cooperative. 

Each member or family 

member attending these meet¬ 

ings will receive a year 2006 

Touchstone Energy® Balloon 

Calendar. Ten $10 credits on 

electric bills will be awarded as 

attendance prizes in a drawing at 

the conclusion of each meeting. 

Refreshments and a fellowship pe¬ 

riod will close the event. 

A post card will be mailed to each 

member announcing the meeting locations. We 

hope that you can attend one of the two meetings 

listed below: 

Wednesday, November 16 

Thursday, November 17 

Meeker Community Center 

Millstadt VFW 
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Cooperative Lineman And 5on Go South 
To Help With Hurricane Katrina Damage 
Bob Gross, who has been a Journeyman Lineman for 

your electric cooperative for the past 22 years, along 
with his son, Sam, traveled south to help repair electric 
line damage from Hurricane Katrina. 

The two left for their trip on September 3 to meet 
line crews from Thompson Electric Company out of 
Munro, Ohio. Sam is employed with Thompson Electric 
Company as an Electric Lineman. 

Bob used about four weeks vacation time to work 
with Sam and help out with the disaster damage. He re¬ 
turned to work at the cooperative on Monday, October 3. 
For Sam, it will be a three to four-month project. 

Their first week was spent in the Liberty, Missis¬ 
sippi, area, which is in the southern part of the state. 
From there they moved on down into Louisiana and the 
flooded areas. 

The crews were shuttled to a Casino for hot meals 
in the morning and evening. 

morning and evening, an hour away from where their 
line trucks were parked overnight. 

Student# Encouraged To Apply For 

2006IEC MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
Alan W. Wattles, President/CEO of Mon¬ 

roe County Electric Cooperative, has 
announced that for the eleventh consecu¬ 
tive year the Illinois electric cooperatives 
will award academic scholarships to high 
school seniors. The five scholarships are 
being awarded through the Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 
Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college 
education in the state of Illinois are eligible 

to participate in the program. Three $1,250 
scholarships will be awarded to the son or 
daughter of an electric cooperative member. 
A fourth $1,250 award will go to the son or 
daughter of an electric cooperative director 

or employee. A fifth scholarship of $1,250 
will be reserved for use at a two-year Il¬ 
linois community college, and sons and 
daughters of electric cooperative members, 
employees and directors are eligible. Deadline for appli¬ 
cations to be returned to the cooperative is Jan. 1,2006. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to as¬ 
sist electric cooperative youth while honoring past rural 

electric leaders through memorial gifts,” 
said Wattles. 

“MCEC and the other Illinois electric 
cooperatives want to make a difference in 
their communities. One of the best ways 
we can do that is by lending a hand to our 
youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of 
grade point average, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a short es¬ 
say that demonstrates their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship pro¬ 
gram was established in 1994 by the board 

of directors of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. Individuals wanting 
to apply for the scholarship should contact 
their high school guidance counselor. For 

further information on 

the IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, contact Monroe 
County Electric at (618) 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 
and ask for Allan Masterson, or ask your high school 
guidance counselor. 

returned to the coop' 

erative is Jan. J, 2006. 
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More Members Using Direct Payment Pian 
The response on the new Direct Payment Plan 

has been excellent. Now you can have your payment 
made automatically from your checking account, 
savings account, or credit card if it is a MasterCard, 
Visa, or Discover Card. And you won’t have to change 
your present banking relationship to take advantage of 
this service. 

As of the middle of September, we have 214 ac¬ 
counts on the credit card plan and 119 accounts 
having direct payments taken from checking ac¬ 
counts. 

The Direct Payment Plan advantages include: 
saves time; less checks to write; pays on time; saves 

postage; has no late charges; and is easy to sign up for 
and easy to cancel. 

The amount which will be withdrawn from either 
your savings, checking, or credit card account will be 
the net amount due shown on your electric bill. The 
authority you give to charge your account will remain in 
effect until you notify us in writing to terminate the au¬ 
thorization. The Direct Payment Plan is dependable, 
flexible, convenient, and easy. To take advantage of this 
service, contact the cooperative office at 939-7171 or 
(800) 757-7433 for details. 

Myths about Thermostats 
Your home’s thermostat controls how 

long your heating or cooling system 
operates. You can save energy and mon¬ 
ey by learning how this simple device 
operates. 

One common myth is that the higher 
you set your thermostat when you return 
home, the faster your furnace will heat 
up your house. This isn’t true since most 
furnaces deliver heat at the same rate no 
matter how high the thermostat is set. So 
just set your thermostat at the tempera¬ 
ture you’d like, and your furnace will heat your home as 
fast as it can. 

Another myth regards the efficiency of setting your 
thermostat down when you don’t need heating or cool¬ 
ing, such as at night or when no one is home. This myth 
states that a furnace works harder than normal to heat 
your home back to a comfortable temperature after 
the thermostat has been set back, resulting in little or 

no savings. This is not true, as has been 
proven by years of research and field ob¬ 
servations. The longer your house stays at 
a reduced temperature when heating-or at 
an increased temperature when cooling- 
the more energy and money you’ll save. 

This is because your heating or cooling 
cost depends mostly on the temperature 
difference between indoors and outdoors. 
When you adjust your thermostat down 
in the winter-or up in the summer-you 
simply reduce this temperature difference. 

If you set your temperature back 10 to 15 degrees for 8 
hours while you’re asleep or at work, your energy savings 
can be 5 to 15 percent on your energy bill. 

By the way, you can install a setback thermostat that 
automatically adjusts your home’s temperature at pre-set 
times. But your can achieve the same savings if you faith¬ 
fully remember to change your thermostat whenever you 
leave home or go to bed. 

CECLH OFFICE CIOSING OFFICE CIO 

observance of 

Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative’s office 

will be closed Friday, Nov. 
11 in observance of 
Veterans Day; 
and Thursday 
and Friday, Nov. 
24 and 25, in 

Thanksgiving. 

Call us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at (618) 939-7171 
757-7433 

© Check the fuses or breakers in your home. 
© Check the breakers below the meter if the meter is located on 

a yard pole. 

0 Call your neighbors. If their power is also off, ask if they have re¬ 
ported the power outage. Please do not assume the outage has been 
reported. Your home may be the only home experiencing the outage. 

0 Call Monroe County Electric to report your power outage. In or- v derfor us to process your call more quickly, please be prepared 
to give the name, address, account number, and telephone 
number for the account without power. 
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Advantages of an Electric Water Heater 
Monroe County Electric is offering free 50 or 65- 

gallon water heaters to members building new 

all-electric homes. The cooperative also offers these 

water heaters for sale to the members at a substantially 

reduced price. The 50-gallon water heater sells for $175 

and the 65-gallon model sells for $225. These are water 

heaters sold to members and installed on cooperative 

lines only. If the member is replacing a gas water heater, 

they are eligible for a $75 rebate. Installation is the mem¬ 

ber’s responsibility. 

■ Heating water with electricity is seven times safer 

than gas. A study by the National Fire Protection Agency 

has found that gas water heaters cause seven times as 

many home fires as electric water heaters. 

■ Electric water heaters require no flue or vent. They 

can be placed virtually anywhere. 

■ Electric water heaters do not use air for combus¬ 

tion. Indoor air quality is not compromised and there is 

no danger of explosion. 

■ Electric water heaters require less maintenance. 

There is no pilot light, no vent, no flue, or heat exchang¬ 

er to corrode. 

■ Electric water heaters have more insulation. They 

can be insulated on all sides, including top and bottom. 

■ Electric water heaters are more efficient. The heat¬ 

ing elements are in direct contact with the water so 

they are nearly 100 percent efficient. A gas water heater 

looses 40 to 60 percent of its heat energy up the flue. 

We have the power m MJ. nnn..a 0nyQU0 

A utomobile manufacturers, book A publishers, and national retailers 

have all chosen to build in communi¬ 

ties served by Touchstone Energy® Co¬ 

operatives. They could’ve located their 

business anywhere, but they know 

with co-ops they’re more than custom¬ 

ers; they’re member-owners of their 

cooperative. Their local co-op gives 

them a voice and works with them to 

deliver reliable power and customized 

solutions — all at a competitive, not- 

for-profit price. 

For more information about 

Touchstone Energy, log onto www. 

touchstoneenergy.coop. If you’re seek¬ 

ing potential business sites in co-op 

territories, log onto www.sitesacros- 

samerica.com. 

Touchstone Energy® 

The power of human connections 
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Energy' Cooperative 

v. 

pom the directors and 
employees of Monroe 

County Electric*^ 

DIRECTORS 
Walter Amann Larry Kraft 
Terry Grommet Richard Liefer 
Larry Haas Ross Mueller 
Joel Harres George Obernagel 
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EMPLOYEES 
Alan Wattles, President/CEO Matthew Kish 
Craig Bayer Maurice Kleyer 
Debra Bergman Allan Masterson 
Ronald Birkner Cindy Myrick 
Stephen Candler Ronald Rusteberg 
Chris Deterding Linda Schmidt 
Steven Drennan Ronald Schultheis 
Randy Ellner Judith Scowden 
Gary Gilbert Shawn Segobiano 
Robert Gross Arlin Stechmesser 
Mary Hirsch David Stephens 
Keith Jones Alisa Wood 

Manlee Knobloch 
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Cut the Chain to Your Propane Tank 
or Gas Meter and to Higher Prices 
Since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, we have all felt the 

burden of rising prices at the gas pumps. We’ve also 
heard the predictions of propane and natural gas prices 
increasing by nearly 30-40 percent this winter. Instead 
of feeling chained to your propane tank or gas meter and 
just accepting the increase, consider installing an energy 
efficient add-on heat pump. You’ll lower your heating 
costs while staying warm and comfortable all winter 
long. 

Add-on heat pumps take advantage of 
the efficiency of heat pumps and com¬ 
bine it with a propane or gas furnace to 
make a very economical heating and 
cooling system. The add-on heat pump 
replaces the existing air-conditioner 
outside and uses the air handler of your 
existing furnace, reducing purchase and 
installation costs considerably. 

Heat pumps absorb heat that is in 
the air outside, compress it with electric¬ 
ity to make it hot, and then move it inside 
to heat your home. This makes heat pumps 
extremely efficient. With gas and propane furnaces, a 
portion of the heat goes out the flue, making them less 
than 100 percent efficient. With heat pumps, however, 
you get 3 to 3.5 btus of heat for every btu used, making 
them more than 300 percent efficient. 

Add-on heat pumps and existing furnaces work well 
together to heat a home all winter long. When tempera- 

“Add-on heat 
pumpe and 

existing furnaces 
work well together 
to heat a home 
all winter long.,, 

As you can see, installing an add-on 
heat pump to an older-style 65 percent 
efficient furnace could result in annual sav¬ 
ings from $800 for propane to $1,400 for 

natural gas. With a newer, 90 percent efficient 
furnace, the annual savings range from nearly $900 for 
propane to $450 for natural gas. 

Installation costs will vary depending on the size 
required and the amount of work necessary to make the 
retrofit. The estimate for a three-ton heat pump for our 
sample home was $3,000. Savings from the heating 
costs alone would pay for the retrofit in two to six years 

Furnace 
Efficiency 

Add-on HP w/Propane Propane Furnace Alone Add-on HP 
w/Natural Gas 

Natural Gas 
Furnace Alone 

65% S583.91 $2005.68 $560.07 $1385.53 
90% $559.50 $1448.55 $543.93 $1000.66 

(Individual operating costs will vary depending on home size, life style, and energy efficiency of the home.) 

tures are above 30 degrees, the heat pump provides all 
of the heat the home needs. As temperatures fall, the 
furnace takes over. The thermostat does this automati¬ 
cally so the homeowner can relax and enjoy the comfort 
and efficiency of the system. 

How much will I save and how much does an 
add-on heat pump cost to install? 

Following are estimated annual operating costs for a 
2,000 square foot home with a three-ton cooling system 
with costs of $.07 per kwh electricity, $1.75 per gallon 
propane, and $1.32 per therm natural gas. 

and depending on the age and efficiency of the air-con¬ 
ditioner being replaced, air-conditioning savings may 
shorten the pay-back period further. 

If your home has typical insulation and has been 
built in the last 40-50 years, you are a prime candidate 
for saving money by installing an add-on heat pump. 
Contact your heating and air-conditioning contractor 
today to find out how you can cut the ball and chain to 
your propane tank or gas meter. 
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REMINDER: Deadline for 
2006IEC Scholarship 
Applications Approaching 
Four $1,000 scholarships are being award¬ 

ed through the Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program to high 
school seniors. Deadlines for applications 
to be returned to Monroe County Electric 
Cooperative is January 1, 2006. Individuals 
wanting to apply or needing further 
information should call the co¬ 
operative at (800) 757-7433 
or 939-7171 ext. 15 or 
contact your local guid¬ 
ance counselor. 

Verizon Day Set for 
Friday, December 9th 
A Verizon Wireless representative will be at your 

cooperative office on Friday, December 9 from 
11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. The representative will be 
here to answer your questions and will have several 
models of phones on hand that the members can 
look at. If you’re not able to be here at that time and 
would like to talk to the representative, you can call 
our office either before or during those hours and the 
representative will call you back. Through Verizon 
Wireless, your cooperative is able to offer several 
very competitive rate plans for cell phones to the 
membership. 

To Report a Power 
Outage Emergency 

Call us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at (618) 939-7171 
or(800)757-7433 

Q Check the fuses or breakers in your home. 

Q) Check the breakers below the meter if the meter is located on 
a yard pole. 

& Call your neighbors. If their power is also off, ask if they have re¬ 
ported the power outage. Please do not assume the outage has been 
reported. Your home may be the only home experiencing the outage. 

Q Call Monroe County Electric to report your power outage. In or¬ 
der for us to process your call more quickly, please be prepared 
to give the name, address, account number, and telephone 
number for the account without power. 

Christmas Traas 
For 5a la: The Waterloo Optimist Club will again be selling Christ¬ 

mas trees next to Diehl’s Florist in Waterloo start¬ 
ing on Saturday, November 26. The Waterloo Optimist 
Club is an organization committed to raising money for 
the benefit of the youth of our community. 

Please show your support by purchasing your 
Christmas tree from the Optimist Club tree lot and 
helping our area youth. 

Wintar Pat Safety Our furry friends need some extra care in the cnilly 
winter season, so keep these tips in mind for a 

healthy pet: 
■ Don’t keep your pets outside for very long. They 

can get frostbite and hypothermia just like us. 
■ If you have an outdoor dog provide him extra food 

and a shelter with bedding. He will need more 
calories to produce body heat and have a healthy 
warm coat. 

■ It is a good idea to bang on your hood or honk 
your horn before you start your car in the morn¬ 
ing. Outdoor cats and other animals will crawl up 
near the engine for warmth and shelter. The mov¬ 
ing parts from the started engine can cause harm 
to the animals hidden under the hood. 

■ Keep your eye out for antifreeze puddles. It tastes 
good to pets, but is deadly. A tablespoon can kill 
a cat and a half a cup can be fatal to a 25-pound 
dog, according to the National Humane Education 
Society. 

■ Wipe off your pet’s paws when coming inside. 
Rock salt can be abrasive to an animal’s paw and 
burn the pet’s mouth if they lick their paws. 

Source: National Human Education Society: City of 
Lynn Police Department: Town of Richmond Hill; Fay¬ 
etteville Animal Shelter. 

CO 
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Keep IP Touch For 

*Taxes and other regulatory charges not included Domestic rates apply within the contiguous 48 states. Certain restrictions 
and early termination fees may apply. Please call for details. Services provided by TransWorld Network. 

Call now to sign up! 

1-888-507-5767 
Monroe County 
Electric Co-Operative 
A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative offers long dis¬ 
tance rates as low as 4.50* per minute. No monthly 
fees and no hidden charges. Now keeping in touch 
with family will be even easier on your wallet. Call 
today for details! 
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