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here are two things that continue to move at a rapid 
pace: time and technology. One is beyond our control 
- the other, an ever-changing and moving target. Both 

offer unique challenges for management in terms of efficiency 
and utilization. 

Most of us are familiar with the advantages technology and 
computers have brought about. The capabilities of the computer 

have made work easier, and certainly more productive. For those who surf 
the Internet for study or personal interest, the amount of information at 
your fingertips is amazing. 5413C9-264C 

This month, McDonough Power Cooperative plans to launch its own 
Web site, www.mcdonoughpower.com. 

During the past several weeks, McDonough Power 
Member Service Representative Lynn Cavett has been 
instrumental in developing ideas and information for 
the site. Initially, the Web site will cover the basics of 
who we are, what we do, and where we're located. Over 
the course of the next several months, we plan to offer 
additional information and opportunities for you, our 
members, to contact us regarding your cooperative with 

any questions you may have. 
We feel it’s important to build readership of 

the site and hope that adding items will cause 
members to visit the Web site often. We will work 
to continually pique your interest with new ideas 
to keep the splash page and information as fresh 
as possible. 

We have a lot of ideas planned for development 
as we move forward to make the cooperative’s Web 
site the members’ Web site. Plans include creating 

a banner ad to announce meetings and special events/happenings. We are 
also considering adding recipes, a weather link, and a special member- 
only area for members to list items for sale - with a limit of one item 
per month. The final details are still under construction, but you get the 
idea. 

In 1938, when the original electric cooperative incorporators were 
all gathered around a small wooden table simply talking about bringing 
electricity to rural areas, I’m sure they never would have guessed that 
modern day technology could have come this far. While technology still 
hasn't taken us to the point where we can be “beamed up” to the Starship 
Enterprise like Captain Kirk or Dr. Spock, there is a vast amount of history 
and information traveling through space at speeds we can only imagine. 

Like it or not, we must embrace change and the advances that tech¬ 
nology brings that improve our way of life on a personal and professional 
basis. 

Check us out at www.mcdonoughpower.com. 
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Youth to 
Washington 

Tour 

Ybur cooperative has always been committed to improving 
the quality of life of its members. One way we do this is 
by enhancing the lives of young leaders in our community. 

Today's youths are our country’s future and we are committed to 
encouraging them to be leaders in our society. We do this by provid¬ 
ing college scholarships and sending students to Washington D.C. to 

experience and witness their government in action. 
Some 60 students from Illinois participate in 

this trip each year. These students will learn about 
the foundation on which this country was formed. 
They will be able to “see” our nation’s history through 
visits to Arlington Cemetery, Gettysburg, the Holo¬ 
caust Museums, and many historic monuments and 
memorials. Students will learn how our country op¬ 
erates today by meeting with members of Congress 
and seeing the Supreme Court and U.S. Capitol. And 
students will leave with a better understanding of 
what role they can play in their country's future. 

During the week, students will also have the 
opportunity to meet with students from 42 other 
participating states. The overall group of students 
usually totals more than 1,300 each year. The “Youth 
to Washington” program has helped thousands of 
youths across the country learn more about govern¬ 
ment and the legislative process. Past alumni of the 
tour include State Representative Art Tenhouse and 
former State Representative Tom Ryder. 

The tour, which is in its 46th year, is well-su¬ 
pervised and available to high school sophomores 

and juniors. In addition to students sponsored by Illinois coopera¬ 
tives, children and grandchildren of co-op employees, members, 
and directors are eligible and encouraged to participate as “Willie 
Wirehand” students. Contact us about the cost of sending your child 
on this once-in-a-lifetime trip. 12133B3-1058B 

This year’s “Youth to Washington” tour will take place June 17- 
24, 2005. For more information, please call Dawn at McDonough 
Power at 833-2101 or contact your high school’s guidance coun¬ 
selor. 

Map location 
game 

Every month we 
will have four 

map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, call 
our office and identify 
your number and the 
page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

Your Cooperative is Here for You 

iWM- lectric cooperatives were created to serve rural residents 
JMK when no one else would. And we will continue to provide 
^■■lyou with electricity and other services that improve your 

quality of life. When you look around and see things changing, 
remember one thing that will never change is the quality of 
service you receive from McDonough Power Cooperative. 
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Few people check gasoline mileage with their neighbors. We 
seldom hear of neighbors checking grocery bills or living 
costs, yet electric bills always come up for comparison. 

Consumers often ask, “Why is my electric bill higher than my 
neighbor who lives just across the street?” 

Many reasons can be given why one family may use more elec¬ 
tricity than another with the same appliances. Some instances are: 
532RM26-900A 
■ The refrigerator door may be opened twice as often. Each 

time the door opens, cold air rushes out and the unit must • 
run more to replace it. 

■ Some people feel that 60 or 75-watt bulbs suit them 
well, while others prefer 100 to 150-watt bulbs. 

■ One family might retire at 9:00, while another 
watches television until after midnight. 

■ No two families have the same amount of laun¬ 
dry. 

■ One family may iron one day a week, others a few 
pieces a day, while a third may not iron at all. Each 
time the iron is cooled and heated, more electricity 
is used. 

■ Some people use the electric range to “take the chill 
off the kitchen.” This is high-priced heat and can run 
your bill up quickly, since the range was not intended 
to heat your home. 

■ One family may have inadequate wiring, while the 
other may have good wiring. Voltage drop in poor 
wiring reduces the efficiency of appliances and wastes 
electricity. 
These are only a few of the human elements that enter 

into comparing electric bills. No two families live the 
same, or have the same habits. The amount of elec¬ 
tricity will vary with each family on the rural electric 
system. 

Lifestyle 
Affects 
Electric Bills 
f 

(N 
CO 

/ ’hough the weather outside is frightful, the house heated with 
r-~ -x electricity is delightful. So since we’ve nowhere to go, let it 

snow, let it snow, let it snow! 

Electric heat...reliable, clean, affordable. 

Brought to you by your Touchstone Energy® cooperative. 
We are the power of human connections. 

Touchstone Energy1 

The power of human connections 

FILL YOUR PROPANE TANK NOW 

MPC ENERGY INC. 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER 

(309) 652-31 03 or (21 7) 743-521 5 or 
(800) 635-2085 (800) 213-1 402 

For answers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, Manager of MPC Energy 
at Blandinsville or Jerry Ross at Denvers  
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Tis the 
Season to 
be Unjolly 

For everything there is a season and January is the season for organizing 
- both in your home and your personal life. 
It's the season for assessing your life and making resolutions to break 

bad habits and cultivate good ones. It’s the season for returning or exchanging 
Christmas garments that didn’t fit or tools and toys that didn’t work, and for 
finding a place for the ones that did fit and did work. 

It’s certainly the season for organizing your finances - gulping as you finally 
get the nerve to peek at your checkbook and tally all those Christmas expenses, 
sweating over how you’re going to pay for it all. 1017B9-1010B 

It’s also the season to take down all those Christmas decorations and 
stash them away until next winter. Packing up these festive decorations of the 
holidays can put people in a blue mood. After several months of sporting such 
a vibrant decor, the rooms that once glowed with Christmas trees, wreaths, 
and holly sprigs take on a drab look. Gone is the sparkle, glitter, and tinsel 
- and with it the joy, laughter, and happy memories. 

Into one packing box goes the many beautiful handmade holiday wreaths 
that have been made over the years. Into another goes the ceramic Christmas 
tree that a good friend painstakingly hand-painted. 

Swaddling each Christmas tree ornament in layers of newspapers is like 
taking a trip through history. One ancient bulb of striped glass brings back 
memories of first grade when the same ball was placed on the school Christmas 
tree. Many ornaments are gifts, bringing to mind loving thoughts of the givers. 

In many homes there is no joy when people are forced to finally put the 
trimmings of 2004 Christmas away. Of course, they could decide to just leave 
them up for next Christmas! 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

POWE^NE^GUHKAL 
Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join NO monthly fees 
FREE calling cards NO monthly premiums 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - NO term agreements 

no surcharge) NO codes to dial 
FREE 800 number NO fly-by-night 

Same rate as standard calls operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 301-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • P0 Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name: 

Street: _ 

City: 

Social Security Number_ 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: Zip:. Current Carrier: 

(_ Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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Across the 
Manager's 
Jon K. Miles 

desk 
I 

Thanks for 
Sharing 

Important 
Information 

n recent conversations with McDonough Power Cooperative key 
personnel and after-hours dispatchers, I have been informed 
that members have played a major role in providing key infor¬ 

mation regarding trouble on the line. 
Over the years, a large number of consumers have called in to 

report the exact location of where trouble on the line can be found. 
A member’s action to quickly report this information benefits both 

the member and the cooperative by reducing outage time and cutting down 
the time it normally takes for crews to patrol the line looking for the cause 
of the outage. By reducing the outage time, other members living on down 
the line benefit too. 

The involvement and assistance of members is appreciated. It makes 
the job of restoring power much quicker and helps your cooperative to re¬ 
duce outage time. Improving service reliability is an important goal of your 
cooperative, and with your continued help and support in tracking down 
trouble on the line, we can meet that goal. 

Thanks for the heads up! 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

mm 
FILL YOUR PROPANE TANK NOW 

For answers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, 
Manager of MFC Energy at Blandinsville. 
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Be Prepared 
for Ice Storms 
and Prolonged 
Power Outages 

Map location 
game 

Every month we 
will have four 

map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, call 
our office and identify 
your number and the 
page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

lasts of winter wind, moisture, and fluctuating tempera¬ 
tures can result in severe freezing rain, sleet, and ice 
storms. 

A heavy buildup of ice on power lines can cause wires to snap 
and utility poles to topple. Falling ice-laden trees or limbs can bring 
down power lines, cause outages, and threaten life and property. 

Safe Electricity stresses the importance of being prepared for 
these potentially dangerous storms and the power outages they 

may cause. Having the right supplies and knowing how to 
stay warm safely are keys to weathering a winter storm 
emergency. 
“Severe damage to power lines and transmission systems 

/ may take days to repair,” said Molly Hall, Director of Safe 
Electricity. “In a winter storm emergency, restoring power 
and heat to consumers is the highest priority, and electric 

utility crews work around the clock to restore service.” 
Typically, there is ample warning of an approaching 

winter storm system and most know to stay off roads 
and seek shelter. But Hall stresses that everyone, par¬ 
ticularly families with special needs, must be prepared 
and know what to do in case of a winter emergency and 
long-term power outages: 
■ Always keep a battery-powered radio or TV, flash¬ 
lights and a supply of fresh batteries readily available. 

■ Know where to find extra blankets. 
■ Fill spare containers with water for washing, and keep a supply 

of bottled drinking water on hand. 
■ Keep a supply of foods that don’t require cooking or refrigera¬ 

tion, along with a hand opener for canned food. 
1 Switch off lights and appliances to prevent overloading circuits 

and damaging appliances when power is restored. Leave one 
lamp or switch on to signal when your power returns. 

■ To prevent water pipes from freezing, keep faucets turned on 
slightly so water drips from the tap. 
“Never use a charcoal grill to cook or heat with inside the home,” 

Hall emphasized. “It gives off deadly carbon monoxide gas. Grills 
should be used only outdoors.” 

It’s a good idea to assemble a disaster supply kit ahead of time 
that includes needed items. Don’t forget to include a first aid kit, 
prescription medicines, and special items for infant, elderly, or 
disabled family members. 5525D4-256A 

Maintaining warmth is a priority during a winter emergency. 
Loss of body heat or hypothermia can be life threatening. 
■ Stay inside and dress warmly in layered clothing. 
■ Close off unneeded rooms. 
■ When using an alternate heat source, follow operating instruc¬ 

tions, use fire safeguards, and be sure to properly ventilate. 
If you use a standby generator, make sure it has a transfer safety 

switch or that your power is cut off at the breaker box before you 
operate it. This prevents electricity from traveling back through 
the power lines, or what’s known as “back feed.” Back feed creates 
danger for anyone near lines, particularly crews working to restore 
power. 7216B2A-112B 

When outside, treat all downed and hanging lines as if they are 
energized electric lines. Stay away, warn others to stay away, and 
immediately contact your electric cooperative. For more informa¬ 
tion and electrical safety tips, visit the Safe Electricity Web site at 
www. SafeElectricity. org. 
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Blinking Lights Blinking lights are very annoying for you, the 
member owners of McDonough Power, and 
it is very easy to understand. You have to 

reset all of your electrical appliances. Worse than 
resetting your appliance is losing unsaved material 
on your computer. We, the employees of McDonough 
Power, are very concerned and need you, our mem¬ 
ber owners, to let us know when you experience this 
problem. 8323A6-652C 

Your lights blinking is actually good news for 
McDonough Power. Blinking lights tell us that our 
protective devices, OCRs (oil circuit reclosures) are 
working properly. These devices are designed to 
operate (blink your lights) four times before your 
lights go completely out. If your lights blink, but don’t 
go out, the OCR has cleared, and is what we call a 
temporary fault. 

Blinking lights can be caused by many things. 
During wet weather, it could be a bad (cracked) in¬ 
sulator. Bad insulators are very difficult to find. Bad 
lightning arrestors are another reason your lights 
may blink. A bad arrestor must completely fail for 
us to discover it. Another thing that causes blinking 
lights is trees. 

Trees are the number one cause for blinking 
lights. Trees are also the number one cause for line 
outages. Any time the wind blows we have line out¬ 
ages. Heavy rain or snow will cause line outages. The 
outages we had the evening before Thanksgiving were 
caused by the heavy snow either pulling the lines 
down into the trees, or the trees being pulled down 
into the lines. 

The photo below shows how thick the trees are in 
most areas of our service territory. 

With right-of-ways like this, you can see why your 
lights blink. 6420A4-272A 

This year, McDonough Power has started an ag¬ 
gressive right-of-way program. Where the lines leave a 
roadway and go cross-country, we will take the trees 
down to ground level with a minimum of 20-feet between 
large trees and lines. 

This allows McDonough Power access for repairs or 
maintenance. It will also eliminate 75-80 percent of your 
blinking lights. 

We currently have a tree-trimming contractor, Urban 
Lumberjack, working in the Kelly Township. 

As you can see, the right-of-way is cleared and ac¬ 
cessible for McDonough Power. 

McDonough Power employees also trim trees. In 
fact, this is the time of year we trim and do heavy main¬ 
tenance. 

This tree trimming and maintenance is scheduled 
by the Operations Supervisor after determining which 
areas are in need of maintenance. 

The off-road right-of-ways will be maintained by hav¬ 
ing them mowed each year. Anyone having the equipment 
who would like to mow the right-of-way should contact 
the McDonough Power office. 

It is the goal of McDonough Power to provide its 
member owners with reliable electric service. 

FEBRUARY 2005 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 
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ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 

(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 
no surcharge) 

FREE 800 number 
Same rate as standard calls 

6 second increment billing 

monthly fees 
monthly premiums 

NO term agreements 
codes to dial 

fMC fly-by-night 
operation - 
respected carrier 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative * P0 Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name: 

Street: 

City: _ 

Social Security Number 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: _ Current Carrier: 

( )  Your Telephone Numbers: ( )  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will 
be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local 
telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 2005 



Across the 
Manager's desk 
Jon K. Miles 

Facility 
Charge 

Increase 

Over the past several months, the board and man¬ 
agement have reviewed rates charged to consumers for 
electric consumption. The board utilized the outside 
services of a rate consultant to perform a cost of service 
study. The cost of service study determines the cost of 
providing electric service to each of the four customer 

classes: residential, small and large commercial, and industrial 
power contract accounts. 9216A6-314B 

The result of the cost of service study showed that the monthly 
facility charge for the residential class needs to be increased. Cur¬ 
rently, the facility charge per month for residential consumers is 
$9.50. In an effort to bring the facility charge in line with the actual 
cost to provide service, the board took action at the January meet¬ 
ing to increase the facility charge from $9.50 to $12.50 per month 
effective with usage beginning March 1, 2005. The rates charged 
for kilowatt hours used will remain unchanged. 

The board will continue to monitor rates and the monthly pur¬ 
chased power adjusted cost (PPAC) that fluctuates from month to 
month. The long-term goal is to increase the facility charge over 
time, and lower the amount on an equal basis charged for the PPAC 
- in effect making the cooperative’s total increase revenue neutral 
for consumers using normal or above average usage. 

System 
Maps Get a 

Much 
Needed 
Update! 

McDonough Power has been using the same paper maps for the 
last 30 years. That has all changed now due to the new CIS (Geo¬ 
graphical Information System) mapping system the cooperative is 
using. 

The system uses hand-held GPS (Global Positioning System) 
units to plot the precise location of each and every pole on the sys¬ 
tem. Then the data is downloaded into the mapping data program 
to produce an updated map. This produces a more accurate map 
and allows us to update our system maps in one step. 

These new maps will serve as the building block for a future 
project the cooperative has planned for the upcoming year. We are 
working on a long range (6 year) work plan. This is a statistical 
analysis of every line on the cooperative’s system, which will iden¬ 
tify any problem areas. This project will help us to eliminate major 
outages due to overloading and will increase system reliability. 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • EO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: billing@mcdonoughpower.com 
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What do you do when a raging ice or snow storm is ravaging the 
countryside? Most of us stay inside where it’s warm and dry. Your 
electric linemen and office staff at McDonough Power are dedicated 
employees whose goals are to keep your power on so you can stay 
inside where it is warm and dry. 5329C2-252A 

Your linemen go out in the driving wind and snow to make 
repairs to the electric lines. 
Your office staff will come to 
the office early and stay late to 
answer phone calls to gather 
information that helps the 
linemen find the problem to 
get your lights on as soon as 
possible. 

In order for the linemen to 
perform their task safely, they 
must wear special protective 
gear along with their equip¬ 
ment. Today, most linemen 
use a bucket to carry them up 
a pole to make repairs. But 
there are times they can’t use 
the bucket or get the truck in 
position to work. This means 
they have to climb the poles. 

When a lineman has to 
climb, he has to “tool up.” The tools the lineman needs to carry 
up with him weigh more than 36 pounds. Just imagine putting 36 
pounds around your waist and climbing a ladder that is standing 
straight up during rain, snow, or wind. 

Your linemen carry the following equipment when they have to 
climb a pole in various types of inclement weather conditions: 

Tools of the 
Trade 

Ike Hinton (left) and Elmer 
Nelson display the lineman’s 
tools of the trade. 

1. Hard hat 
2. Safety glasses 
3. Flame retardant shirts and pants 
4. Lineman boots with steel shank 
5. Rubber gloves, with leather gloves and cuffs to protect the rub¬ 
ber gloves 
6. Body belt with tool holster, ditty bag, and safety strap 
7. Climbing hooks with pads 
8. Miscellaneous tools - cutters, crescent wrenches, hammer, and 
screwdrivers 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Were your electric co-op, here for you in rain, shine, or blizzard! 

Map Location Game 
Every month we will have four map location numbers 

hidden throughout the Watts New. If you find your map loca¬ 
tion number, call our office and identify your number and 
the page that it is on. If correct, you will win $10 credit on 
your next electric bill. 
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A growing number of individuals, businesses, and governmental 
agencies are demonstrating their environmental stewardship and 
social responsibility through the purchase of renewable energy 
certificates. Purchasing renewable energy certificates is an excellent 
way for individuals and businesses to invest in the preservation of 
our environment for future generations. 101E30B4-416A 

Your purchase of renewable energy certificates supports and 
promotes the production of electricity from renewable energy 
resources. For every kWh of renewable electricity generated, an 
equivalent amount of renewable energy certificates is produced. 
These certificates represent the environmental attributes or benefits 
of the renewable electricity, such as reductions in air pollutants. For 
example, an annual purchase of one 200 kWh block of renewable 
wind energy certificates per month has the same effect as planting 
more than 160 trees, or not driving your car more than 2,050 miles 
per year. The purchase of these new environmentally friendly renew¬ 
able energy certificates offsets conventional electricity generation in 
this region where the renewable generator is located. 

Renewable 
Energy 

Certificates 
Available 

What are renewable resources? 
Renewable energy resources are environmentally friendly electric 
generation resources. These resources typically include: 

• Wind Generation - The fastest growing renewable energy re¬ 
source 

• Small Hydroelectric Generation (under 30 megawatts) 
• Solar/Photovoltaic Generation 
• Biomass/Waste to Energy and Landfill Gas Generation/Geo¬ 

thermal Generation 

Why wind? 
Because it’s clean, renewable, and 

inexhaustible. No fuel is burned or 
used up to produce wind power. Wind 
is truly “Green Power” and conforms to 
the “Illinois Green Power Standard” as 
defined by the leading Illinois environ¬ 
mental and consumer organizations. 
Wind is clean, has minimal impact on 
nature, and creates no pollution. 

The EcoEnergy® program provides individual consumers and 
businesses the opportunity to purchase renewable energy certifi¬ 
cates from the new Crescent Ridge Wind Farm in Bureau County, 
Illinois. The 54 megawatt project consists of 33, 1.65 megawatt 
(mw) state-of-the-art wind turbines with a total annual capacity of 
165,000 megawatt hours (mWh) of “New Wind Energy®” renewable 
electricity and associated renewable 
energy certificates. New Wind Energy 
renewable energy certificates are be¬ 
ing provided through a collaborative 
agreement between McDonough Power 
Cooperative, Continental Cooperative 
Services, and Community Energy, 
Inc. 

From left are Lynn Cavett, 
Plant Accountant!Member 
Services; John Haley, 
Director of Midwest 
Operations for Community 
Energy; Pete Lucas, 
Engineer; and Jon Miles, 
President/CEO. 

Demonstrate Your Environmental Leadership 
The EcoEnergy program offers convenient New Wind Energy 

renewable energy certificates. These renewable energy certificates (continued on 16d) 
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represent the environmental attributes of 100 percent new wind 
energy generated right here in Illinois. 3318B8-540A 

100 percent New Wind Energy certificates are available in 200 
kWh, 300 kWh, and 400 kWh blocks/month with monthly block 
pricing as follows: 

Certificate Monthly kWh Monthly 
Products Block Charge 

100 percent New Wind Energy® 200 kWh 
100 percent New Wind Energy® 300 kWh 
100 percent New Wind Energy® 400 kWh 

$6.00/block 
$9.00/block 
$12.00/block 

Your purchase of renewable energy certificates is shown on the 
monthly bill you receive from McDonough Power Cooperative. Pay¬ 
ment and billing procedures do not change. 

If you would like to learn more or are interested in enrolling in 
the EcoEnergy program offered through McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative, please call our office at (309) 833-2101 or e-mail Lynn 
Cavett at lynn@mcdonoughpower.com. 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

A-flO 
6 second increment billing ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the adached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name: 

Street: _ 

City: 

Social Security Number 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: Zip: Current Carrier: 

J Your Telephone Numbers: (_ 

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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Jon K. Miles 

Across the 
Manager's 

desk 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Blowing in the Wind As the United States prepares 
to deal with peak demands 
and grid reliability issues 

this summer, Eurus Energy and 
Illinois Wind Energy, LLC have 
taken steps to strengthen the 
state’s energy resource portfolio 
with the addition of the Crescent 
Ridge Wind Farm. The project, 
located in Bureau County, 111., is 
a 54.5 megawatt state of the art 
wind farm that includes 33 towers 
rated at 1.65 megawatts. The wind 
farm will supply about 11,000- 
12,000 homes with electricity. The 
wind farm’s impact to the area is 
significant because of the property taxes paid to the county, lease 
payments paid to the landowners for 20 years, 50-100 construction 
jobs and eventually five full-time jobs, as well as creation of tourism 
opportunities for the local communities. 

Recently, the McDonough Power Board of Directors discussed 
participation in this program weighing the benefits of displacing 
non-renewable environmentally unfriendly generation resources 
with renewable, environmentally friendly resources. The voluntary 
program allows members to decide whether or not to participate 
in the promotion of a cleaner environment. McDonough Power 
and seven other rural electric cooperatives in Illinois are working 
together to provide opportunities to members, as well as non-mem¬ 
bers to enroll in the EcoEnergy Program. The program is designed 
to allow individuals or businesses to promote renewable “green 
energy” by purchasing energy blocks (200, 300, and 400 kwh) of 
environmental attributes and benefits of new wind generated electric 
power from Crescent Ridge. It is important to note that the amounts 
paid for the energy blocks are in addition to and do not reduce or 
affect the standard charges for electricity from McDonough Power 
Cooperative. 3210D3-536C 

Technology has improved dramatically over the last several 
years and the regional wind farms make a good fit to the energy 
portfolio. For several years, lawmakers have tried to mandate utili¬ 
ties to include renewable resources in their energy portfolio. While 
lawmakers are still working out the kinks in the legislation, we are 
moving ahead because the technology is here and part of the answer 
to the nation’s electricity shortages can be found “blowing in the 
wind.” 
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Classroom 
Education 

McDonough Power Engineer Pete Lucas presented an elec¬ 
trical safety program to Mrs. Ericson’s 4th grade class at 
Edison School in Macomb. The class was studying elec¬ 

tricity for science and Pete discussed how electricity reached their 
homes. He had Mrs. Ericson pose as a power plant, Morgan Beck 
(daughter of McDonough Power Administrative Assistant Dawn 
Beck) was a step-up transformer, Dylan Hinman was a step-down 
transformer, Tyler was a house, and Jessa Coker was the lineman. 
He also showed the students some of the equipment that he and 
the linemen use if they are going to be around energized lines. 
6120D1-164C 

Mrs. Ericson is the power plant while Morgan Beck 
poses as the step-up transformer. 

Dylan Hinman represents the “step down 
transformer. 

Pete discussed the hazards of electricity. He stressed that the 
kids should not climb trees if there are power lines near them, 
explaining that even if it doesn’t touch the lines, the tree could be 
energized by the line running through its branches. 

Pete pointed out some home safety issues too. He talked about 
the use of frayed or old extension cords, the importance of keep¬ 
ing pets away from electrical cords, and how electrical appliances 
should not be used near water. 

We are “More Than Just A 
would like Pete to 
come and discuss ^ 
electrical safety. 

Pi ease contact 
him at 833-2101. 

Power Supplier.” If your school 

Jessa Coker is dressed like a lineman. 
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Jared Sappington acts like a tree with a power line 
through it as Pete Lucas discusses potential hazards, 
should someone climb the tree. 



Many farm workers are killed each year when their farm 
equipment makes contact with overhead power lines. These 
tragic accidents are preventable. Before heading back into 

the fields, McDonough Power and Safe Electricity urge farm workers 
to review farm activities and work practices that take place around 
power lines. 

“Make sure everyone who works on the farm knows the location 
of power lines and keeps farm equipment at least 10 feet away from 
them,” says Molly Hall, Director of Safe Electricity. “Keep in mind, 
the minimum 10 foot distance is a 360-degree rule - below, to the 
side, and above lines. It may take a little more time, but ensuring 
proper clearance can save lives.” 933D1-356B 

“Many farm electrical accidents that involve power line contact 
happen when loading or preparing to transport equipment to fields, 
or while performing maintenance or repairs on farm machinery near 
power lines,” notes Bob Aherin, University of Illinois Agricultural 
Safety Specialist. “It can be difficult to estimate distance and some¬ 
times a power line is closer than it looks. A spotter or someone with 
a broader view can help.” 

Today’s larger farms require transporting tractors and equipment 
to fields several miles away. Before transit, avoid raising the arms of 
planters, cultivators, or truck beds near power lines. 

Be aware of increased height when loading and transporting 
larger modern tractors. Also, many tractors are now equipped with 
radios and communications systems, and have antennas extending 
from the cab to 15 feet above the ground that could make contact 
with power lines. 

Some other equipment safety considerations: 
• Always lower portable augers or elevators to their lowest possible 
level - under 14 feet - before moving or transporting; use care when 
raising them. 
• When moving large equipment or high loads near a power line, 
always use a spotter, or someone to help make certain that contact 
is not made with a line. 
• Never attempt to raise or move a power line to clear a path! 

As in any outdoor work, be careful not to raise any equipment 
such as ladders, poles or rods into power lines. Remember, non- 
metallic materials such as lumber, tree limbs, tires, ropes and hay 
will conduct electricity depending on dampness and dust and dirt 
contamination. Do not try to clear storm-damage debris and limbs 
near or touching power lines or near fallen lines. 

The overhead electric wires aren’t the only electrical contact that 
can result in a serious incident. Pole guy wires are grounded to the 
neutral; but, when one of the guy wires is broken, it can cause an 
electric current disruption. This can make those neutral wires any¬ 
thing but harmless. If you hit a guy wire and break it, call the utility 
to fix it. Don’t do it yourself. When dealing with electrical poles and 
wires, always call the electric utility. 

“It’s also important for operators of farm equipment or vehicles 
to know what to do if the vehicle comes in contact with a power 
line,” Hall says. “It’s almost always best to stay in the cab and call 
for help. Warn others who may be nearby to stay away and wait until 
the electric utility arrives to make sure power to the line is cut off.” 

“If the power line is energized and you step outside, your body 
becomes the path and electrocution is the result,” Aherin says. “Even 
if a power line has landed on the ground, there is still the potential 

Consider 
Electrical 
Hazards 

During 
Spring 

Planting 
Season 

McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson Street 
EO. Box 352 

(309)833-2101 
Office hours: 

8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
E-mail address: 

billing@mcdonoughpower.com 

(N 
CO 

continued on 16d ; V.  
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Map 
Location 

Game 
Every month we 

will have four map lo¬ 
cation numbers hidden 
throughout the Watts 
New. If you find your 
map location number, 
call our office and iden¬ 
tify your number and 
the page that it is on. 
If correct, you will win 
$ 10 credit on your next 
electric bill. 

for the area nearby to be energized. Stay inside the vehicle unless 
there’s fire or imminent risk of fire.” 

In that case, the proper action is to jump - not step with both 
feet hitting the ground at the same time. Do not allow any part of 
your body to touch the equipment and the ground at the same time. 
Continue to shuffle or hop to safety, keeping both feet together as 
you leave the area. 7422C4-606A 

Once you get away from the equipment, never attempt to get back 
on or even touch the equipment. Many electrocutions occur when 
the operator dismounts and, realizing nothing has happened, tries 
to get back on the equipment. 

Farmers may want to consider moving or burying power lines 
around buildings or busy pathways where many farm activities take 
place. If planning a new out building or farm structure, contact your 
power supplier for information on minimum safe clearances from 
overhead and underground power lines. 

For more information on farm/home electrical safety, visit www. 
SafeElectricity.org. 

With spring here, let POWER NET GLOBAL Save you money 
when you call Friends and Family 

m / / ER NET GLOSUL 
Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 

4 
ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4.90 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

6 second increment billing 

Name: 

Street: 

City: 

Social Security Number 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: Zip:. Current Carrier: 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  ( )  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 
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Across the 
Manager's desk 
Jon K. Miles 

/n February, McDonough Power had two major 
outages. We felt that you, our member owners, 
needed an explanation of what caused these 

outages. 

Outage 
Information 

from your 
Operation’s 
Supervisor, 

Steve Bounds 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The pouter of human connections 

■ Transmission Lines Down 
The first outage started around 7:30 p.m., February 19 in the 

Table Grove area. Our lineman had just arrived into this area and 
the lights came back on. When the lights came back on, it let the 
on-call supervisor, Scott Traser, know Ameren CIPS had lost power 
on their transmission line feeding our substation. CIPS had trans¬ 
ferred our substation to another feeder around 9:00 p.m. and lost 
that feeder around 9:30 p.m. Our lineman had found the problem, 
but we were having trouble getting through on the phone to inform 
CIPS of what was causing the outage. 525HHS9-950A 

At this time, I came into the office to call for more linemen so 
we could switch the load to other substations. Upon arriving at the 
office the lights blinked and went out. This let us know we had lost 
power on our 34 miles of transmission line, losing power to approxi¬ 
mately 3,000 members. Scott was unable to field all in-coming calls 
so he headed to the office as did the Administrative Assistant, Dawn 
Beck. Even with the three of us, we were unable to field all calls. 
Line personnel that responded included Doug Bear, Ron Paulsen, 

Ike Hinton as well as Engineer Pete 
Lucas. All these employees began 
patrolling the 34 miles of transmis¬ 
sion line starting at various points. At 
this time, Illinois Power lost power on 
their transmission line, losing power 
to three more of our substations 
around the Monmouth and Gales¬ 
burg areas; now we had almost 4,000 
of our members without power. With 
4,000 people trying to call the office 
to report their outage, most of you 
could not get through. 

What happened to the lines 
Now to explain what happened to cause so many people to be 

without power. 
I’m sure most of you have seen the wires bouncing. We call the 

bouncing wires, galloping. Galloping is best explained as a jump 
rope. When the weather is right at freezing and you have wind, the 
wire begins to move like a jump rope. 
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On the transmission lines the wires are approximately 10 feet 
apart, so now it’s like two or three jump ropes at the same time. 

Most of us remember jumping rope as a kid and some of you 
could jump wath two jump ropes at the same time, or as kids we 
called it double-dutch. Much like jumping double-dutch, the ropes 
would get together, causing you to have to start again. That is what 
happened to CIPS, Illinois Power, and McDonough Power that night. 
All three companies were at the mercy of the weather and mostly the 
wind. We did manage to do some switching and restored power to 
three of our substations. These included a substation at the north¬ 
west side of Macomb; another on the south side of Macomb, the third 
station was west of Industry about five miles. Now all we could do 
was wait for the wires to stop galloping. The wait was approximately 
three hours. CIPS, Illinois Power, and McDonough Power finally got 
everyone’s power back on by 6:00 a.m. on February 20. 

Equipment Failure 
The second outage occurred on our substation on the south side 

of Macomb. This outage was caused by an equipment failure. 

Map location 
game Every month we 

will have four 
map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, call 
our office and identify 
your number and the 
page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

What happened to the equipment 
This piece of equipment blew-up and caught fire. 
The fire caused a high-side fuse to blow, causing the 

entire substation to lose power. 
The Macomb Fire Department responded to the fire. 

The fire department went into the substation and put the 
fire out with a dry chemical. 925D6-304C 

It is a safety procedure of linemen not to enter 
a substation with a 
piece of equipment 
on fire. They receive 
years of training and 
have special tools they 
use to work on the 
lines and in substa¬ 
tions. After the line¬ 
man had isolated the 
failed equipment, an 
attempt to re-energize 
the substation was 
unsuccessful. A clos¬ 
er inspection found 
the chemical had con¬ 

taminated insulators in the substation, which had to be cleaned 
before the power could be restored. The cleaning of the insulators 
caused the outage to be extended approximately an additional two 
hours. 

A Safety Reminder 
I will close this article with a reminder to you. Never touch or 

pick-up a downed power line and never cut a lock on a piece of 
electrical equipment. Each of these acts could cost a life. Always 
call your electric co-op, we’re here to help you any way we can. 

If you ever have questions, please call and ask for Steve and I’ll 
do my best to explain or see that you receive the help you need. 
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<N 
CO The Busy Outage Line In continuing with the above article. In many instances when you call the outage line, you 

will receive a busy signal. Don’t get upset. This is a sign that other people are reporting 
the outage as well. We only have one outage line that is answered 24-hours a day. If we 

have a wide spread outage, as in the above article, you will most likely get a busy signal. 
And most of the time, we have one dispatcher trying to answer the outage line and also call 
on another phone or radio to the linemen, all from their home. We do not take our phone 
off the hook - we are honestly getting that many phone calls. 6315ME41-708C 

In a situation like above, where we had seven out of our nine substations off, office 
personnel were called into the office and quickly began working to answer all in-coming 
phone lines. This is not a normal situation though. 

So, if you get a busy signal, know that the outage is being reported. Feel free to keep 
trying to get through, or be patient, relax and give us some time to get your power restored. 
If after a while, your power still is not back on, try calling again. 

Stan Prox represents members of McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative in District 4. Stan was elected to the McDonough 
Power Board of Directors in August of 1987 and currently 

serves as director. He is also Treasurer of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) Board of Directors. 

District 4 includes all of Blandinsville, Sciota and Emmett Town¬ 
ships in McDonough County. 

Stan was born and raised on a farm near Carthage, where he 
was very active in 4-H and FFA. He graduated from Carthage High 
School and moved to Kentucky where he worked on Angus farms 
for four years and attended Western Kentucky State College for three 
years. He returned to Illinois and started raising and showing Angus 
cattle near Dallas City, Illinois. 

In October of 1965 he married Linda Sperry. In 1966 they 
moved to a farm north of Macomb where they still live. He began 
Shilo Farms with his father-in-law and brother-in-law, raising and 
showing Angus cattle and farming. Stan still has Angus cattle but 
cash rents the farmland. 

Stan has been very active in local and state Angus Associations 
and beef organizations for many years. He now serves as treasurer/ 
business manager of the Illinois Angus Association and also serves 
as director for both the Lamoine Valley Angus Association and the 
Illinois Land of Lincoln Association. He has served as president of 
all these organizations and also chairman of the Illinois Beef Expo 
for two years. 

Stan and his family also operate a beef food stand at local and 
state fairs and festivals. He also sells Vita Ferm mineral throughout 
the state. 433D2-558B 

“I have enjoyed my time on the board and have learned much 
about the cooperative through the years by attending schools and 
meetings. We have a great group of employees and directors at 
McDonough Power, who are all dedicated to giving the best service 
possible to our members.” 

Stan and his wife Linda have two daughters. Carrie and Jeff 
Keeney live north of Good Hope with their daughter Kayla, who is 
11. Colette and Matt Culbertson live in North Carolina with their 
two daughters, Emma, 7, and Anna, 5. 

When Stan’s not busy with all his organizations, he enjoys spend¬ 
ing time with family and friends, attending Angus shows and sales, 
golfing and traveling. 

Director 
Profile - 
Stan Prox 
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Co-op Receives Two Awards at State Conference 
cDonough Power Cooperative received two 
safety honors recently during the Safety/Su¬ 
pervisory Technical Conference held in Spring- 

field. The member-owned electric cooperative received 
the awards for “best lost-time accident record” and “best 
accident/illness record.” The awards are given to coopera¬ 
tives with outstanding “no lost time” and “accident/illness” 
safety records for 2004. The conference is sponsored an¬ 
nually by the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC). From left are Operations Supervisor Steve Bounds 
and AIEC Manager of Safety Roger Larkin. 

Taking sealed bids for chipper 
cDonough Power will be taking sealed bids on a 1961 
Model #TR- 160-TU8-A M&M Beaver Chipper with a 292 
Ford industrial gas engine. Length - 8’0”, width - 5’ 9” 

and weight - approximately 4,000 lbs. All manuals are available. 
Please submit sealed bids to McDonough Power, PO Box 352, 

Macomb IL 61455 by Monday, May 16, 2005. 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

POWER GLOBAL 
Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member m 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! Jal 5^ Ap 

FREE to join NO monthly fees 
FREE calling cards NO monthly premiums 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - NO term agreements 

no surcharge) NO codes to dial 
FREE 800 number NO fly-by-night 

Same rate as standard calls operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4.90 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name: 

Street: 

City: 

Social Security Number 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: Zip:. Current Carrier: 

J Your Telephone Numbers: (  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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»Watte 
E W McDonough Power Cooperative 

Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager's desk 

S' 

: 

Jon K. Miles 

The 
Members 

Come First 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

ometimes it’s hard for me to imagine how the rural electric 
program has survived the attacks and challenges over 
the past 70 years. The rural electrification program has 

battled three attacks from past administrations who said the 
“mission (of providing electricity to rural areas) is done.” While 
most rural areas across the United States have ready access to 
electricity, you simply cannot walk away from an electric utility. 

The business of providing electric power requires continued maintenance 
and funding to ensure continued service reliability. 

There have been the continued battles to ensure appropriate funding 
levels through the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), formerly known as Rural 
Electrification Administration. Mother Nature has dealt some serious 
blows in recent years with tornadoes, floods and hurricanes. And, we can’t 
forget the past decade of turmoil and experimentation in the electric utility 
industry with deregulation. 10111C5-404A 

All this fuss about deregulation was really a disguise by some really 
sharp characters to confuse and gouge customers when the demand for 
electricity was at its peak. When some industry analysts wondered whether 
or not rural electric cooperatives would survive retail competition, other 
utilities began to realize what cooperatives knew from the start; that profits 
might be nice, technology might be nice, but in the end, it’s satisfying the 
consumers that really make the difference. 

I truly believe that’s what sets co-ops apart from other utilities. It’s 
our culture of service to members. A culture based upon the belief that we 
should do more than simply produce, transmit and distribute electricity. 
Every utility does that. But the real difference boils down to “Putting Our 
Members First.” 

If you take a look at some of the biggest and best companies in the world 
and you set out to determine what makes them successful, I am confident 
you will find that a “culture of putting customers first” has been employed 
by everyone working there. 

When people see who and what cooperatives are and compare them 
with other businesses, they find something in a cooperative that stands 
out from other businesses - something that seems to resonate in the heart 
of the business. The honesty, integrity, and pledge to provide the absolute 
best service possible by its employees offers an irresistible appeal at a time 
when people are looking for businesses that “are what they claim to be” 
and live it every day. Member satisfaction is the focus of our employees 
each and every day. 

In recent years, as some utilities around us slashed headcounts and 
closed offices during all of the industry turmoil, I am proud to say that 
your cooperative did no such thing. Your board of directors is committed to 
the community in which we serve, and there are no plans to pull up stakes 
and make a strategic move that might jeopardize or hinder our mission 
of service. As your cooperative looks to the future, we plan to stick with 
the core values - staying true to our culture that has allowed McDonough 
Power Cooperative to be successful through the past 68 years. 
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Nominating 
Committee 

Will Meet 
May 11 

Members of the 2005 nominating committee have been ap¬ 
pointed by the McDonough Power Cooperative board of 
directors. The committee will meet at Chandler’s in Ma¬ 

comb on May 11, 2005, to nominate candidates for election to the 
board of directors at the 2005 annual meeting of members to be 
held August 15, 2005, at the Fellheimer Auditorium in Macomb. 

• District 1 (composed of the West half of Scotland Township 
and East half of Chalmers Township in McDonough County): Alan 
Thompson, 30 Elmo Dr., Macomb, IL 61455. 

• District 2 (composed of all Lamoine, Bethel, and Industry 
Townships in McDonough County and parts of Brooklyn, Littleton, 
and Oakland Townships in Schuyler County): Roger Oliver, 10111 
N 550th Rd., Macomb IL 61455. 

• District 3 (composed of all Hire, Tennessee, Colchester and the 
West half of Chalmers Townships in McDonough County and parts 
of Fountain Green and Hancock Townships in Hancock County): 
Charles Guy, 790 N 800th Rd., Tennessee, IL 62374. 

• District 4 (composed of all Blandinsville, Sciota and Emmett 
Townships in McDonough County): Norma Bland, 480 Emory 
Rd., Macomb, IL 61455 and Keela Woolam, 6327 N 1700th Rd., 
Macomb, IL 61455. 532RM418-900A 

• District 5 (composed of the East half of Scotland and all of New 
Salem, Eldorado and Mound Townships in McDonough County and 
part of Harris, Farmers and Vermont Townships in Fulton County): 
D. James Smith, 20681 N 700th Rd., Adair, IL 61411. 

• District 6 (composed of all Macomb, Walnut Grove, Bushnell, 
and Prairie City Townships in McDonough County and part of Lee 
in Fulton County): Jeannie Davenport, 16120 E 1700th St., Ma¬ 
comb, IL 61455 and Larry Bradford, 13790 IL Highway 9, Good 
Hope, IL 61438. 

• District 7 (composed of all Raritan and Media Townships in 
Henderson County and Point Pleasant, Swan Creek, and Green- 
bush Townships in Warren County): Connie Grant, 497 20th Ave., 
Roseville, IL 61473. 

• District 8 (composed of all Biggsville in Henderson County 
and Tompkins, Ellison. Roseville, Lenox, Monmouth, and Spring 
Grove Townships in Warren County): J. Preston Allen, 1238 10th 

St., Smithshire, IL 61478. 

• District 9 (composed of Kelly, Coldbrook, Floyd, and Berwick 
Townships in Warren County and parts of Galesburg, Cedar and 
Indian Point Township in Knox County): Lauren Still, 1476 190th 
Ave., Cameron, IL 61423 and Tom Curtis, 1283 Warren School 
Rd., Monmouth, IL 61462. 

The bylaws of the Cooperative provide that nominations to the 
Board of Directors may be made by: (1) the Nominating Committee, 
(2) a petition signed by 15 or more active members, the petition 
must be received at the principal office of the Cooperative at least 
30 days before the annual meeting or, (3) nominations can be made 
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from the floor at the annual meeting. 
The terms of directors from District 4, 6 and 9 expire this year. 

Directors presently serving on our Board of Directors are: District 1, 
Michael D. Cox; District 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, William Pollock; 
District 4. Stan Prox; District 5, Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Jeffrey 
N. Moore; District 7, Mark Anderson; District 8, Howard Butler; and 
District 9, Steven Youngquist. Section 5. Nominations. It shall be 
the duty of the board to appoint, not less than forty days nor more 
than one hundred twenty days before the date of a meeting of the 
members at which board members are to be elected, a committee 
on nominations consisting of two members from each district in 
which a director is to be elected and one member from each of the 
other districts served by the cooperative. No member of the board 
may serve on such committee. The committee shall prepare and 
post at the principal office, at least thirty days before the meeting, 
a list of nominations for directors, which shall include at least one 
or more candidates for each board position to be filled by the elec¬ 
tion. The secretary shall be responsible for mailing with the notice 
of the meeting or separately, but at least seven days before the date 
of the meeting, a statement of the number of board members to be 
elected and the names and addresses of the candidates nominated 
by the committee on nominations. Any fifteen or more members 
acting together may make other nominations by petition and the 
secretary shall post such nominations at the same place where the 
list of nominations made by the committee is posted. Nominations 
made by petition, in order to be valid, must be received at the prin¬ 
cipal office of the cooperative at least thirty days before the meeting. 
Any nomination by petition which meets the requirements of the 
bylaws shall set forth in the annual meeting notice as nominations 
made by petition and any such nominations shall appear on the 
official ballot. Nothing contained herein shall, however, prevent ad¬ 
ditional nominations to be made from the floor at the meeting of 
members. 

“Peak Alert” 
Season It’s that time of year again when we have what is known as a “peak alert.” A “peak alert” 

is a situation whereby the cooperative asks all members for their assistance in control¬ 
ling the demand for electricity when the overall demand is at a maximum. Usually, but 

not always, this situation will occur on a day when the temperature is 90° or above. When 
everyone works together, it really does make a difference. By reducing or controlling the 
peak demand of electricity, members can minimize the cost of wholesale power purchased 
by McDonough Power. 7125C9-168A 

When a “peak alert” is issued by Soyland Power Cooperative, McDonough Power asks 
some commercial and industrial accounts, as well as some large farm operations, who 
are on interruptible rates, to interrupt their electric service. 

The “peak alert” season will begin on June 1 and will run through September 15. 
As I mentioned earlier, temperature contributes to a “peak alert.” “Peak alerts” usually 
begin around noon and can last until 10:00 p.m. They do not happen on weekends or 
holidays. 

The employees and board of directors of the cooperative would like to thank everyone 
in advance for their cooperation. It is very much appreciated. 
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Meet Your 
Directors 

Jeff Moore 
Director of 
District 6 
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Jeff Moore represents members of McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive in District 6. Jeff was appointed to the McDonough Power 
board in May of 1999. 

District 6 includes all of Macomb, Walnut Grove, Bushnell, and 
Prairie City Townships in McDonough County and part of Lee in 
Fulton County. 

Jeff was raised on a farm northeast of Good Hope in a coopera¬ 
tive family. His grandmother, Blanche Noper was a board member 
as was his father Kenneth. 

While growing up, Jeff enjoyed sports and music at Northwest¬ 
ern High School and was a summer exchange student to Australia. 
After graduating form Northwestern High School, he attended Knox 
College and spent two years in France. After graduating from Knox 
College in 1979 with a bachelor’s degree in political science he re¬ 
turned to France for another four years. He then returned to Good 
Hope to farm for a few years and began a residential construction 
business. He returned to school in 2001 and received a Masters of 
arts in teaching from Western Illinois University in 2003. He has 
been teaching French and coaching soccer at Macomb High School 
since then. 

“My memories of the co-op go way back to Christmas parties 
with Grandma Noper, but the only issues I recall from that time 
were ones of government continuation of co-op loan guarantees. 
Since joining the board six years ago, I have been impressed with 
the diversity of issues we face today. Chief among these are finding 
reliable and affordable sources of power, adapting to a changing 
technological environment and adapting to the shifting demograph¬ 
ics of our membership. 915A8-450C 

“I believe a cooperative should help its members find the most 
efficient uses for electricity as well as provide low cost electricity 
and I am proud of our support for heat pumps and energy efficient 
lighting. I have really enjoyed serving with a board that gets along 
well together but is not afraid to discuss contentious issues. We 
are lucky to have board members that have lived through some 
trends that seem to re-emerge from time to time and can give new 
members a different perspective. I look forward to continuing my 
participation in the co-op.” 

Jeff married Susan Stone in June 2003 and he has two children. 
His son Philippe is 19 and a freshman at Knox College. His daughter 
Cecile is 17 and a junior at Macomb High School. His step-daugh¬ 
ter Sarah Stone is 18 and a rotary exchange student living in San 
Bernardo, Chile. Jeff’s wife Susan is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Health and Health Services Management at WIU. Jeff 
said, “She grew up on co-op lines just south of Avon and probably 
rooted for me to miss another free-throw in a Northwestern High 
School vs. Avon basketball game at some time.” They reside on 
Route 9 east of Good Hope and enjoy gardening and bird watch¬ 
ing. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: billing@mcdonoughpower.com 
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Across the 
Manager's 
Jon K. Miles 

Time 
Marches 

On 

.Ji Asc 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

I gather thoughts for this month’s column, I 
am returning to Macomb from our statewide as- 

desk sociation in Springfield. Driving down the road, 
  inspecting poles along the way, I am reminded how far 

rural electric cooperatives all over the country have come 
bringing power to millions of consumers. I applaud the 
rural electrification pioneers who did whatever it took to 

secure lighting for McDonough and several surrounding counties. It 
took time away from chores at home as there were meetings to at¬ 
tend to put the wheels in motion. Right after the war. it was difficult 
to get materials and hardware to construct lines. No doubt training 
to construct and energize high voltage lines was in short supply. It 
was no easy task, but they did what they had to do to bring power 
to the countryside. And, they did. 4121B7-1156C 

This year, the rural electrification program (REA) celebrates 
its 70th birthday. To some folks, that may not be a big deal. But, to 
the 90 percent of rural Americans living without electricity in the 
mid 1930s, it was a big deal. When President Roosevelt signed the 
executive order in 1935 creating REA, no one could have imagined 
how that one simple act would forever change rural America. 

Just the other day, one of our members, Norma Bland, stopped 
in the office to give me something she and her husband Bob picked 
up at a local auction. It was a notebook with Harvey Doll’s name on 
it. Remember that name as I will refer to its significance later on. 

The notebook had a picture of the cooperative’s first board of 
directors and manager posing for a picture during the cornerstone 
laying construction ceremony of the present headquarters in July 
of 1948. Of particular interest were two annual meeting program 
booklets from 1950 and 1951. Annual meetings in those days were 
held here on the cooperative grounds behind the office and were 
daylong events, starting at 11:00 a.m. with a potluck dinner and 
finishing up with an evening dance that ended at 11:00 p.m. That 
must have been just enough time for everyone to make it home safe 
before midnight. Numerous events that were held during the day 
included horseshoe pitching, hog calling, and if that wasn’t enough 
excitement, there was a husband calling contest under the main 
tent. The annual meeting program contained a map of the layout 
of all the events for this special event, which also included a Ferris 
wheel and merry-go-round for the kids. 

As I was continuing to check out the fun and excitement of the 
day’s events, I couldn’t help but notice the annual meeting speaker 
had the same last name as mine - Frank Miles from I.R.E.C.A. I can 
only imagine the conversations that must have taken place in those 
days when members got together to catch up on the news. Folks 
had to come to town to see and hear what was going on. Imagine a 

■ Continued on 16b 
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Nominating 
Committee 

Report 

Map location 
game Every month we 

will have four 
map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your num¬ 
ber and the page 
that it is on. If cor¬ 
rect, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

summer day in the 1950s with no cell phones to break up a good 
conversation. 527SG4-950B 

Now back to the notebook that came from Harvey Doll. Mr. Doll 
served as Director of McDonough Power Cooperative in the early 
days of trying to organize and provide for the reliable operation of a 
rural electric cooperative. His daughter Luan later married Howard 
Butler, who also became a Director, serving the cooperative with 

professionalism 
and a deep sense 
of responsibility to 
the membership 
since his election to 
the Board in 1979. 
We are saddened 
with the passing of 
Howard on May 19, 

2005. His service and commitment to members throughout the 
service area was a priority. He will be missed. 

In Honor of Howard Butler, 
who served as Director of McDonough 
Power from August 1979 - May 2005. 
He will be missed. 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, the members of the nominating 
committee met at Chandler’s Restaurant in Macomb, Illi¬ 
nois, on May 11, 2005 at 7:00 PM. to nominate candidates 

for election as directors at the McDonough Power Cooperative’s 
next annual meeting of members to be held at 7:00 PM., Monday, 
August 15, 2005. 

The following members were present: 
Connie Grant 
Norma Bland 
Keela Woolam 
Charles G. Guy 
James Preston Allen 

Roger Oliver 
M. Alan Thompson 
Larry Bradford 
Tom Curtis 
D. James Smith 

The committee selected the following nominees to be candidates 
for directors to serve for a three-year term and be elected at the 
annual meeting: 

B District 4 - Stan Prox 
■ District 6 - Jeffrey N. Moore 
■ District 9 - Steve Youngquist 

Any 15 or more members acting together may make other 
nominations by petition. Additional nominations for directors may 
be made from the floor at the meeting. 

Roger Oliver, Chairman 
Dated: May 11, 2005 

2005AIIMUALIEETIII6 
On the outside looking in...Some electric utility customers 

are bound to feel that way about the company’s opera¬ 
tion. But that’s not the “cooperative way” of doing business. 
An electric cooperative is something special. The owners are 
you, the people it serves. It’s important that you participate in 
its operation. 

That’s why your attendance at the Annual Meeting on Au¬ 
gust 15 at Fellheimer Auditorium at Macomb High School is so 
important. It’s a vital part of your role as a McDonough Power 
Cooperative Member. 

MARK AUGUST 1 5 ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
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CS| 
CO Taking Sealed Bids for 

Reznor Unit Heater McDonough Power will be taking 
sealed bids on a Reznor Unit Heater 
Model 165 (Industrial/Commercial 

Only). This unit is set up for propane and has 
a 165,000 BTU per hour output. It was only 
used for two seasons. 

Please submit sealed bids to McDonough 
Power, PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 by Fri¬ 
day, July 15, 2005. 6316D8A-212B 

Reduce Your Air Conditioner Cost The trick to reducing your summer air conditioning costs is 
to reduce the amount of time that your air conditioner runs. 
There are three basic ways to reduce operating hours. The 

first is to make sure your system is running properly with good 
maintenance and service. The second is to increase your thermostat 
setting either manually or automatically. And the third is to employ 
low-cost cooling methods. 8228C4-632C 

Your system’s filters and coils should be cleaned periodically. 
A dirty system deteriorates air conditioning performance and in¬ 
creases operating time. Ask your service technician how to change 
filters and how to clean your outdoor coil. The filters should be 
changed every one to three months and the outdoor coil should be 
cleaned every year. 

If your home is vacant for part of the day, use a programmable 
thermostat to turn the temperature up before you leave and down 
before you return. You will need to experiment with different time 
settings to test how long it takes the system to recover from the 
higher temperature. . continued on 1Sd 

“Peak Alert” 
Season 

McDonough 
Power Co¬ 

operative suggests 
that, when the tem¬ 
perature is predict¬ 
ed to be 90 or above, 
its consumers use 
major appliances or 
equipment before 
12 noon or after 
8 p.m. This helps 
control our peak de¬ 
mand and allows us 
to pass that savings 
on to you. Effective 
June 1 - September 
15, 2005. 
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■ Continued from 16c By the way, closing registers in unused rooms doesn’t usually 
help to reduce operating hours and may reduce your system’s ef¬ 
ficiency. 

For low-cost cooling methods, try these effective improvements 
to reduce air conditioning operating hours. 
■ Set your thermostat up 4 degrees and run room fans to move 

the air and cool your family by the wind chill effect. Fans can 
counteract the higher thermostat setting. 

■ Install shades, blinds, awnings, sunscreens, or window films on 
your sunny-side windows. 

■ Insulate your attic to the maximum practical depth of insula¬ 
tion. 

■ Line-dry your clothes if possible. 
■ Don’t use your oven on hot days. 
■ Install compact fluorescent lamps in the fixtures you use the 

most. Old-fashioned incandescent lamps produce 10 percent 
light and 90 percent heat. 

Source: John Krigger, Saturn Resource Management (www.srmi. 
biz) 

Celebrate our Nation's Birthday and save money with PowerNet Global 

Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4.9C 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • P0 Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name:  Social Security Number  

Street: Estimated Monthly Usage  

City:   State: Zip: Current Carrier:  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  ( ) -  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed   

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  
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Across the 
Manager's desk O 
Jon K. Miles 

Is Wind 
Energy the 

Answer? 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The [xnver of human connections 

ne question I am frequently asked is, “Will 
(western Illinois build more wind energy?” The 
short answer is probably “sooner than you 

think," but that answer ignores the number of complex 
issues associated with wind energy. By now, most folks 
have read about the wind farm up in Bureau County that 
includes 33 towering wind units along Crescent Ridge. 

There are other wind project sites that are in various stages of study 
and development as well across the state. Study in wind patterns 
continues right here in Macomb at Western Illinois University. These 
projects will be but some of the critical pieces in our future electric 
resources puzzle. 527SG36-950A 

All too often I hear an enthusiastic statement that wind genera¬ 
tors will replace the traditional power plant and become the singular 

source of our energy supply. 
Even though that might be nice, 
the fact remains that the wind 
does not always blow. Electric 
consumers want to turn on the 
television or do the wash at 
any time, illustrating that the 
demand for electricity is pres¬ 
ent even when the wind is not 
blowing. 

In order to provide a reli¬ 
able supply of electricity, utili¬ 
ties must continue to rely on 
coal, gas, or nuclear power 
plants to “back up” any wind 
generation. This operational 
reality shouldn’t serve as a de¬ 
terrent to the development of 
wind energy though, and wind 
developers will continue to re¬ 
ceive encouragement from the 
state and federal government 
to move ahead. Developers of 
wind farms will benefit from 
congressional adoption of a 

production tax credit that serves as an incentive to invest in wind 
production. State and federal regulators and regional transmis¬ 
sion groups are planning on transmission line enhancements and 
additions that will aid in the delivery of power generated by Illinois 
wind. 

Governor Blagojevich is doing his part to promote Renewable 

mContinuedon 16b 
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■ Continued from 16a Portfolio Standards - calling for a renewable energy mix that would 
include wind energy. There is much debate on energy legislation 
at both the state and federal level. Legislators must balance the 
benefits from the development of wind energy against the cost to 
the consumers. Cost? Yes, that’s right. There are some costs as¬ 
sociated with a renewable resource like wind and the cost must 
be passed on to consumers. Some states have adopted a number 
of incentives aimed at maximizing the investment in wind energy, 
including property tax abatement and above market compensation 
for renewable generators placing energy on to the grid. Renewable 
Portfolio Standards require utilities to provide their customers with 
specific percentages of electricity from various renewable sources 
on a schedule based on years. 12120D6-1058B 

While this sounds good in theory, the cost to adhere to the 
schedule comes at a tremendous price. We might have more 
renewable energy, but here is the question. Is the cost worth it? 
The lawmakers in Illinois certainly have their hands full and will 
have to continually weigh the costs against the benefits in order to 
sensibly develop renewable energy in Illinois. 

«MNU J.. L «WB £ r I N & 

Map location 
game Every month we 

will have four 
map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your num¬ 
ber and the page 
that it is on. If cor¬ 
rect, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

7:00 p.m., Monday, August 15, 2005 
Fellheimer Auditorium 

Macomb Jr./Sr. High School ^ 
1525 South Johnson St., Macomb Illinois jr5!, 

6:15 p.m. - Entertainment by Ashley Hart 
Election of Directors - Reports of Officers and President 
$5 will be credited to September bill for registering 
Drawings for 10 $10 credits on September energy bill 
$25 name-a-minute drawing 
Drawing for Grand Prize and other door prizes 

DRAWING OF PRIZES - 
Members must be present to be eligible for all prize draw¬ 

ings and you must be an active member of your cooperative 

Grand prize - Up to $600 (up to $100 per month) 
Credit Toward Winner’s Electric Bill 

And a Phoenix Stainless Steel Grill, Valued at $600 

MARK AUGUST 15 ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
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Upgrading Existing 
Fluorescent Fixtures Fluorescent lights are one of the best energy-saving measures 

you can install in your home. Incandescent light bulbs pro¬ 
duce only about 20 lumens of light per watt of electricity, 

while fluorescent lights produce 40-100 lumens per watt. And if 
you have older tube-style fluorescent lights, you may be able to save 
additional energy by upgrading them to newer technology. 

The most common fluorescent tube lamps are one-and-a-half 
inches in diameter. These T-12 lamps (the 12 stands for twelve- 
eighths of an inch in diameter) produce 45-55 lumens of light for 
each watt of electricity they consume. The new T-8 lamps (that’s 
eight-eighths, or one-inch) are more efficient, producing up to 83 
lumens per watt. So you can save up to 50 percent of your lighting 
cost by installing modern high-efficiency electronic ballasts in your 
older T-12 fixtures to accommodate T-8 bulbs. The most efficient 
T-8 system is called Super T-8 and delivers up to 97 lumens per 
watt. 333D6-540A 

T-8 lamps fit in the same lamp holder as T-12 bulbs, but you’ll 
need a new electronic ballast to replace the older iron ballasts, 
which aren’t compatible with T-8 bulbs. Ballasts are the black box 
inside the fixture that starts the lamp and keeps it running. The old 
iron ballasts create flicker in fluorescent fixtures that many people 
notice. Modern electronic ballasts prevent flicker and provide more 
efficient fluorescent lighting. 7426D9-606A 

Hire an electrician to change the ballast, unless you’re quite fa¬ 
miliar with electrical wiring. Or just purchase new energy-efficient 
fluorescent fixtures to replace the old ones. Make sure that you are 
buying bulbs and ballasts that are compatible with one another. 
When you buy the new tubes, you’ll also get to choose from among 
a range of color output: warm white, cool white, or full spectrum. 
Source: John Krigger, Saturn Resource Management 

“Peak Alert” 
Season 

McDonough 
Power is en¬ 

couraging you to re¬ 
member “Peak 90” 
June 1 - September 
15. We are request¬ 
ing McDonough 
Power members 
use major appli¬ 
ances or equipment 
before 12 Noon or 
after 10 p.m. This 
helps control our 
peak demand and 
allows us to pass 
the savings on to 
you. 

<N 
CO 
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Name: Social Security Number 

Street: Estimated Monthly Usage 

City: State: Zip: Current Carrier: 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) ( ) 
Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  

THIS OFFER IS OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS - 
you do not need to be a McDonough Power member! 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 
FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 

it 

6 second increment billing 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • P0 Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 
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E W McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager's desk A 
Jon K. Miles 

Electricity 
Benefits 

our Rural 
Schools 

DIRECTORS 

Jerry Riggins, Chairman 
Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Jeffrey Moore 
Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

s yet another school year gets kicked in to high gear, it 
reminds me of the “back to school” days of long ago. 

fcWith two students of my own - one in high school and 
  the other attending Western Illinois University - the school 

year always seems to come with a vengeance. The long 
awaited summer days are gone, school supplies - complete 

with a scientific calculator that is truly amazing - are purchased and 
everyone anxiously awaits the first day of school. 

I don’t remember air conditioning, like they have today in some 
schools. We had fans and wide open windows to help us “sweat it 
out.” Open windows were probably not the safest practice from an 
old multi-level brick school building. I remember some of my friends 
dropping a few paper airplanes out just for fun. My remembrance 
of hot September days in the classroom (like my tales of walking 
to and from school, up hill both ways) used to cause a lot of eye 
rolling with my two kids. Their reaction illustrates how much reli¬ 
able electric service, or at least the benefit it brings, is taken for 
granted. It’s hard to imagine school, school lunches, or even Friday 
night football games without lights. All of those things are possible, 
in part, because of electrification. 11232D6-1062B 

Electricity improves the even more vital aspects of the educational 
experience too. Enter any classroom today and you will likely see 
computers. Technology in the classroom has dramatically changed 
the way our children are educated. Educators have found numerous 
creative ways to take advantage of students’ curiosity about computers 
to enhance the educational experience. 

Computers and Internet have made a profound impact on educa¬ 
tion in rural Illinois. Some schools use interactive distance learning 
to take courses from other Illinois schools when those courses are 
not available locally. Video conferencing is another innovative ap¬ 
proach to handle distance education and training. 

The presence of electric service, hot lunches, or air conditioning 
will probably always be taken for granted by Illinois students. But 
the benefit of education that comes with the help of that service will 
last an entire lifetime. 

68th Annual Meeting a Success! 

T e 68th Annual Meeting of McDonough Power was a 
big success. Watch for the October issue of the Illinois 
Country Living for highlights! 

SEPTEMBER 2005 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

Vo
lun

tar
y 

an
d 

op
en

 m
em

be
rsh

ip
 • 

Vo
lun

tar
y 

an
d 

op
en

 m
em

be
rsh

ip
 •
 V

olu
nta

ry
 a

nd
 o

pe
n 

m
em

be
rsh

ip
 •
 V

ol
un

tar
y 

an
d 

op
en

 m
em

be
rsh

ip
 



May We 
Say Thanks 

To Our 
Members 

• Who call promptly to notify the office when a power outage occurs, 
telling us exactly where the trouble is located and the cause. 

• Who grant right-of-way for construction and maintenance of line 
to serve your neighbors, providing adequate and reliable electric 
service to everybody on the system. 

• Who notify the office when moving so electric service can be trans¬ 
ferred to the new owner or disconnected if no one will be using 
power. 

• Who keep television antennas, silo-filling pipes, and other equip¬ 
ment clear of falling distance on all electric lines. 

• Who teach children all the rules of electric safety, both indoors 
and outdoors. 

• Who are careful when using trucks and farm machinery around 
poles, lines, and guy wires. 

• Who use extreme care when cutting trees near your electric lines. 

• Who report anything that is wrong with the lines such as bad 
poles, broken guy wires, broken strands on the line conductors, 
and cracked or broken insulators. 7124C9A-114A 

• Who keep signs, fence wires, nails, and other hazards off the poles 
for the safety of our linemen. 

Have a 
Picnic on 

Labor Day! 
You deserve it. 

You work hard all year and now that summer’s over, the 
kids are headed back to school. It’s time to enjoy a holiday 
together. 

But please us a little caution as you celebrate: 

• Make sure someone is always in charge of the barbecue grill or 
camp fire. 

• Unplug the electric grill when not in use. 

• Make sure your outdoor cooking takes place away from dry grass 
and bushes; avoid the wind. 6321B1A-212B 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: billing@mcdonoughpower.com 

• Don’t use kerosene or gasoline in place of charcoal 
lighter fluid. 

A good holiday is a safe holiday, and we 
hope you and your family have a wonderful 
Labor Day celebration. 

The office of McDonough Power 
Cooperative will be closed on Mon¬ 
day, September 5 in observance of 
Labor Day. 
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Dozens of farm workers are killed by electrocution each year when 
their farm machines and equipment make contact with overhead 
power lines. These tragic accidents are preventable. 

With harvest season getting underway Safe Electricity urges farm 
workers to take note of electrical lines when moving equipment like 
portable grain augers, oversized wagons and large combines, and to 
use a qualified electrician for electrical system repairs. 

“The rush to harvest can cause farm workers to skip important 
safety steps,” said Molly Hall, Director of Safe Electricity. “Tragic 
deaths and injuries can be avoided if precautions are taken, like mak¬ 
ing sure everyone who works on the farm knows the location of power 
lines and keeps farm equipment at least 10 feet away from them.” 

“Equipment contacting overhead power lines is the leading cause 
of farm electrocution accidents in the Midwest,” said Bob Aherin, 
University of Illinois Agricultural Safety Specialist. “Moving portable 
grain augers poses the greatest risk because those who are on the 
ground moving the equipment would provide a direct path for elec¬ 
tricity if there’s a contact with overhead wires.” 

“Always lower grain augers before moving them, even if it’s only a 
few feet. Variables like wind, uneven ground, shifting weight, or other 
conditions can combine to create an unexpected result,” Aherin said. 

Farm workers also are advised not to use metal poles when breaking 
up bridged grain inside and around bins and to use qualified electricians 
for work on drying equipment and other farm electrical systems. 

“It’s also important for operators of farm equipment or vehicles 
to know what to do if the vehicle comes in contact with a power line,” 
Hall said. “It’s almost always best to stay in the cab, call for help 
and wait until the electric utility arrives 
to make sure power to the line is cut off.” 
324D5-536C 

“If the power line is energized and you 
step outside, your body becomes the path 
and electrocution is the result,” Aherin 
said. “Even if a power line has landed 
on the ground, there is still the potential 
for the area nearby to be energized. Stay 
inside the vehicle unless there's fire or 
imminent risk of fire.” 

In that case, the proper action is to 
jump - not step - with both feet hitting 
the ground at the same time. Jump 
clear, without touching the vehicle and 
ground at the same time and continue 
to shuffle or hop to safety keeping both 
feet together as you leave the area. 

“Like the ripples in a pond or lake, the voltage diminishes the far¬ 
ther out it is from the source,” Aherin said. “Stepping from one voltage 
level to another allows the body to become a path for that electricity. 
A large difference in voltage between both feet could kill you. 

“Be sure that at no time you or anyone touches the equipment 
and the ground at the same time. Never should the operator simply 
step out of the vehicle - the person must jump clear.” 

Prevention of electricity-related tragedies is the goal of Safe Elec¬ 
tricity, a statewide program created by a coalition of nearly three 
dozen organizations including Illinois investor-owned electric utilities, 
electric cooperatives and the University of Illinois. All are members 
of the Illinois Electric Council (IEC), a non-profit industry forum. 

Farmers 
Urged to 
Watch for 
Overhead 
Power 
Lines, 
Other 
Electrical 
Hazards 
During 
Harvest 
Season 

<M 

CO 
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Map 
Location 

Game Every month 
we will have 
four map lo¬ 

cation numbers 
hidden throughout 
the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your num¬ 
ber and the page 
that it is on. If cor¬ 
rect, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

MPC Energy 
1200 E. Washington St., Blandinsville, IL 

61420 • (800) 635-2085 or (309) 652-3103 

Phoenix ^111 
The Premier Gas Grill 

WORRY FREE COOKING... 
PERFECT MEALS - EVERY TIME 

High temperature, indirect grilling 
separates Phoenix from all the rest. 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

POWER NET GLO SAL 
4, Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member! 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 
FREE to join NO monthly fees 
FREE calling cards NO monthly premiums 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - NO term agreements 

no surcharge) NO codes to dial 
FREE 800 number NO fly-by-night 

Same rate as standard calls operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information or to sign up over the phone please call: (888) 414-4116. 
Tell them you want to sign up with PowerNet Global through McDonough Power. 

Or you can mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name:  Social Security Number  

Street: Estimated Monthly Usage  

City:   State: Zip: Current Carrier:  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  ( ) -  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed   

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A sen/ice charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature   Date  
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 E W 

Across the 2005 Annual Meeting 
Managers desk Reflections 

lis year’s annual meeting was a success! The 
rains and moderate temperatures helped 

increase attendance to about 350. The 

meeting contained something for everyone. Local 

talent and rising star Ashley Hart brought her own 
brand of country music to the stage and her sing¬ 
ing of Lee Greenwood’s God Bless the U.S.A. was 

well received. The meeting contained elections for 

the expired three-year terms of three directors as 

well as an election to fill the vacant director’s posi¬ 
tion in District 8. The election results in District 8 

were very close with Bob Dwyer being 

elected to fill out the remaining one- 
year term. 6328C1A;702B 

Bob and his wife Cathy live in 

the Roseville area with two children, 
Nick and Kim. Bob grew up in the 
Atchison, 111. area where he lived on 

a grain and cattle farm. The Dwyer’s 

moved to Roseville in 1980 where Bob 
raises breeding cattle. The family hosts 

an annual cattle sale at their farm. 
Bob has served on the Roseville School 

Board since 1995, serving as President the 
last few years. He successfully served as 
an officer of the Kids First, Committee of 

Ten to bring together the school districts of 
Monmouth and Roseville. The school dis¬ 

tricts combined effectively on July 1, 2005. 

Bob’s board experience will provide him the 

opportunity to get up to speed quickly on 

important matters facing the cooperative. 

7117C3-860B 

During the meeting, members were provided financial informa¬ 

tion and updates on future power supply options currently being 

investigated. The 2005 Energy Policy Act signed by President Bush 

on August 8 was also discussed regarding the legislation’s favor¬ 

able impacts to the cooperative. Several key matters were resolved 
■ Continued on 16b 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Stan Prox, Treasurer 
Robert J. Dwyer 

Steve Lynn 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Steve Youngquist 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 
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Dave Buss, Water Furnace; Keith Waller and Brian Waller, Ar¬ 
nold Brothers; Earl Struck, Norman Conrad, Catrina Wagner 
and Mike Henry all from the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives; Tim Lucas, United Utilities Supply; Vicky Cox, 
Citizen’s National Bank; Penny Roberts, Air Evac; Joyce Bean, 
Congressman Lane Evans Office; Harold Anderson, retired Mc¬ 
Donough Power Director; John Sullivan, State Senator; Becky 
Paulsen, Macomb Chamber and Downtown Development Cor¬ 
poration; Rich Myers, State Representative; and Jerry Payne, 
McDonough Telephone Director. 

ikr Grand Prize Winners 
Up to $100 a month for 6 months - Lila J. Allen 

Phoenix Grill - Marvin McClure 

MFC Winner 
Free 100 Gallons of Propane - Danny L. Powell 

mContinued from 16a 

by federal legislation that included burdensome and costly 
oversight by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, as 
well as the Hours of Service issues discussed in earlier Illinois 
Country Living articles. Also contained in the bill are consumer 
protections from market abuse and manipulation schemes of 
recent years with the electric utility industry. 

Members in attendance viewed the product and display 
areas in the foyer before and after the meeting. New this year 
was the Touchstone Energy traveling billboard and the emer¬ 
gency Air Evac Helicopter service that provides air-ambulance 
travel to a nearby hospital. Meeting attendees enjoyed plenty 
of refreshments and conversation following the conclusion of 
the meeting. Be sure and check out the pictures in this month’s 
center section of this year’s meeting. 

Please Don’t Send Postdated Checks McDonough Power will not accept postdated checks to be 
held and deposited at a later date. The large number of 
payments we process each day makes it impractical to 

give special handling to postdated payments. Checks are normally 
deposited on the day they are received. Should they be returned by 
the bank due to being postdated or because of insufficient funds, 
there is a $10 additional charge passed on to the member. 

In the event you find yourself in a situation where you feel 
you need to postdate your electric payment, please contact the 
cooperative office so that other arrangements can be made. This 
will eliminate the potential of depositing a postdated check and 
receiving additional charges, both at the bank and the cooperative. 
531SHA20-900A 
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Boo-tiful Lighting Safety Tips 
on’t let electrical hazards haunt your house this Halloween. 

|while decorating for fall festivities, Safe Electricity advises 
checking electric lights and decorations for potential dan¬ 

gers that could cause fires and injuries. 
“Spooky, dark and flashing lights, fog machines, and other 

electric displays add to the ambiance of your Halloween haunts, but 
they also can create the added dangers of electrical shocks, fires, 
and burns,” warns Safe Electricity Director, Molly Hall. “Avoid real 
Halloween scares and take some simple steps to avoid potential 
safety hazards.” 

Before decorating indoors or outside this fall, take a moment 
to review safety tips to avoid risk of electric shock or fire: 
■ Use only lights that have been safety tested and approved by 
Underwriters Laboratory (UL). Look for the UL label on the box 
and on each string. 12236B8-1052C 
■ Before plugging in the lights, check each string for broken sock¬ 
ets, frayed cords, or faulty plugs. Replace damaged strings. 
■ Make sure extension cords are in good condition. Use only UL- 
approved cords rated to carry the electrical load you will connect 
to them. 
■ Keep electric cords out of high-traffic areas. Do not run cords 
across sidewalks, decks or other walkways that could trip trick-or- 
treaters. Indoors, don't stretch them across a room where people can 
trip over them. Likewise, don’t hide them under rugs or carpets. 
■ Keep all flammable materials away from lights. 
■ Don’t staple or nail through light strings or electrical cords. 
■ Don’t attach cords or lights to metal objects. 
■ Outdoors, use only lights and cords rated for outdoor use. 
■ Cords should be plugged into outlets equipped with ground fault circuit 
interrupters (CFCIs). Use portable GFCI if your outdoor outlets don’t have 
them. 
■ Always unplug lights before going to bed or leaving your home. 

“Whether decorating or using extension cords in general, read the label 
on both the cord and the appliances that are plugged into it to make sure 
the cord can handle the load,” Hall says. “If it can’t, use a higher-rated cord 
or unplug some appliances. Remember that extension cords are meant 
for temporary, not permanent use. 

“Also, don’t allow children or pets to play with light strings or other 
electrical decorations that can shock or burn.” 

For more information, visit the SafeElectricity.org Web site. Safe Elec¬ 
tricity is an electrical safety public awareness program created and sup¬ 
ported by a coalition of organizations, including the University of Illinois, 
Midwest rural electric cooperatives and investor-owned electric utilities, 
and other entities committed to promoting electrical safety. 

M MFC ENERGY 
four Full Service Heating & Cooling Specialists 

Blandinsville, IL - 800-635-2085 ■ Denver, IL - 800-213-1402 

FALL FURNACE TUNE UP SPECIAL 
Your furnace has a job to do: Produce heat as efficiently as possible. 

Proper cleaning & maintenance by qualified personel can make this a reality 

Tune Up Includes: Don't Get Caught 
Inspection & cleaning of burner parts out in the Cold 

Cleaning & lubricating the blower Csll Toddy 

)arts & repairs extra 

OCTOBER 2005 

Making needed adjustments for optimum operation 

Map location 
game Eery month we 

dll have four 
map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your num¬ 
ber and the page 
that it is on. If cor¬ 
rect, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 
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Name:  Social Security Number  

Street: Estimated Monthly Usage  

City:   State: Zip: Current Carrier:  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  ( ) -  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed   

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  

THIS OFFER IS OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS - 
you do not need to be a McDonough Power member! 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 
FREE to join NO monthly fees 
FREE calling cards NO monthly premiums 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - NO term agreements 

no surcharge) NO codes to dial 
FREE 800 number NO fly-by-night 

Same rate as standard calls operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • P0 Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 



Across the 
Manager's desk A c 
Jon K. Miles 

Be 
Prepared 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Stan Prox, Treasurer 
Robert J. Dwyer 

Steve Lynn 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Steve Youngquist 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

s I’m writing this article in late September, the 
southeastern gulf shores are still in shock from the 
devastation left behind from Hurricane Katrina, a 

new storm named Hurricane Rita is bearing down on the 
Galveston Texas area. The pressure and weariness contin¬ 
ues to mount for federal, state, and emergency personnel 

dealing with the devastation along the gulf shores. When Hurricane 
Rita hits landfall, it is expected to be upgraded to a Category 4 
storm. Unfortunately, we are now familiar with the total destruc¬ 
tion a Category 4 and above can bring to coastline areas. Recent 
estimates of total losses due to Hurricane Katrina have topped $200 
billion, making Katrina one of the worst natural disasters in the 
United States. At the height of the storm, nearly 750,000 coopera¬ 
tive members were without power in three states. Linemen from 
more than 100 rural electric cooperatives quickly responded by 
sending line crews and trucks to assist in the massive effort needed 
to rebuild many electric systems. The network of support between 
cooperatives nationwide is truly remarkable as we watch men and 
women working countless hours to restore power to cooperative 
members. 5331A4A-268C 

The latest news of families torn apart by the devastation airing 
non-stop on television, the countless personal stories shared of 
how these storms have changed lives forever should cause us to ask 
ourselves the question - are we prepared for a major storm? With 
the winter storm season just around the corner and the unfortunate 
lessons learned around the country this fall, we urge you to take 
time to make sure that your family has a storm plan in place. Things 
to consider include a designated place for family members to meet 
in case of a tornado, fire, or flood. Make sure all family members 
are aware of the plan to move to safety. Check and make sure you 
have plenty of water, non-perishable food items, a weather radio, 
flashlight, fresh batteries, cell phone, and maybe even a whistle. 
Planning is important. Don’t take it for granted that everyone knows 
what to do or where to go in storm situations. Sometimes there is 
very little warning or time to think before a tornado hits. 

McDonough Power is doing its part to be prepared in the event 
of a crisis. The cooperative participates in a statewide mutual aid 
plan that can be activated by any electric cooperative in the State of 
Illinois. In addition, cooperatives in other states also participate in 
the same plan. Depending upon the need, it’s comforting to know 
that one phone call can bring hundreds of linemen to our territory 
in just a short time. You can be assured that when a storm hits in 
our area, others will be here to offer assistance and relief. 
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McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street 

RO. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 

(309)833-2101 

Office hours: 

8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

E-mail address: 

billing@mcdonoughpower.com 

United 
School 

Upgrade 

“The school's 
maintenance 

personnel 
were helpful 

as we worked 
through rain 
showers to 

complete the 

job,'9 

The electric service for United School District was originally 
installed in the early 1950s. At that time, the transformers 
were installed on an elevated platform several feet off the 

ground. The platform was attached and supported by two wooden 
utility poles roughly eight feet apart. Over the past 55 years, the 
structure has endured countless attacks by Mother Nature. Co¬ 
operative personnel began to notice that the structure began to 
lean quite a bit, creating a potential safety hazard for students 
parking in the area of the structure. 7222C7-104C 

This past summer, the Cooperative removed the old platform 
structure and replaced it with new primary underground service 
and a 300 kva padmount transformer. This not only improved 
the service to the school, but improved the safety and reliability 
as well. “The school’s maintenance personnel were helpful as we 
worked through rain 
showers to complete 
the job,” said Pete 
Lucas, Engineer. He 
added, “The under¬ 
ground service will 
provide a safer envi¬ 
ronment for students, 
as well as the general 
public when entering 
the school.” 
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cDonough Power Cooperative’s President and CEO, Jon 
K. Miles, has announced that for the eleventh consecutive 
year, the Illinois electric cooperatives will award academic 

scholarships to high school seniors. The five scholarships are 
being awarded through the Illinois Electric Cooperative’s (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college education anywhere 
in the United States are eligible to participate in the program. 
Three $1,250 scholarships will be awarded to the son or daughter 
of an electric cooperative member. A fourth $1,250 award will 
go to the son or daughter of an electric cooperative director or 
employee. A fifth scholarship of $1,250 will be reserved for use 
at a two-year Illinois community college, and sons and daughters 
of electric cooperative members, employees and directors are eli¬ 
gible. Deadline for applications to be returned to the cooperative 
is January 1, 2006. 6130A2-164C 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to assist 
electric cooperative youth while honoring past rural elec¬ 
tric leaders through memorial gifts,” said Jon Miles. 
“McDonough Power Cooperative and the other Illinois 
electric cooperatives want to make a difference in 
their communities. One of the best ways we can do 
that is by lending a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of grade point 
average, college entrance exam scores, work and volunteer 
experience, school and civic activities, and a short essay 
which demonstrates their knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship Program was established in 
1994 by the board of directors of the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. For further information in the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Program, contact McDonough Power Cooperative at 
(309) 833-2101, or see your high school guidance counselor. 

MPC Energy 
- More Than 
Just A Propane 
Supply 

r 

MPC Energy offers a full 
range of heating and cooling services. If your furnace or air 
conditioner is in need of regular maintenance, repairs, or 
replacement, give MPC Energy a call. Running out of hot wa¬ 
ter? Need a new water heater? MPC Energy can help. 

Servicemen Gary Rampley and Lee Woodside have more 
than 30 years each of heating and air conditioning experi¬ 
ence. In addition, Gary is a licensed plumber. 

Whether you heat with propane or natural gas, MPC Energy 
can provide the service you need. 12126C1C-1059B 

Call MPC Energy at either our Blandinsville (800-635- 
2085) or Denver (800-213-1402) offices for all your heating, 
air conditioning, and plumbing needs. 

Students 
Encouraged 
to Apply for 

2006 IEC 
Memorial 

Scholarships 

Closing 
Dates 

cDonough 
Power will 
be closed 

on Thursday, No¬ 
vember 24 and Fri¬ 
day, November 25 
for Thanksgiving. 

CO 

NOVEMBER 2005 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership * Voluntary and open m
em

bership 

Map 
Location 

Game 
Every month 

we will have 4 map 
location numbers 
hidden through¬ 
out the Watts 
New. If you find 
your map location 
number, call our 
office and identify 
your number and 
the page that it is 
on. If correct, you 
will win $ 10 credit 
on your next elec¬ 
tric bill. 

Thanksgiving 
by Judith A. Lindberg 

T is for the Trust the Pilgrims had so many years ago. 

H is for the Harvest the settlers learned to grow. 

A is for America, the land in which we live. 

N is for Nature and beauty which she gives. 

• is for Kindness, gentle words, thoughtful deeds. 

S is for Smiles, the sunshine everyone needs. 

G is for Gratitude...our blessings great and small. 

I is for Ideas, letting wisdom grow tall. 

\’'1 is for Voices, singing, laughing, always caring. 

I is for Indians, who taught them about sharing. 

N is for Neighbors, across the street, over the sea. 

G is for Giving of myself to make a better me. 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member! 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

' ■ ! BLOBill 
^B4.5C NO monthly fees 

NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4.9C 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information or to sign up over the phone please call: (888) 414-4116. 
Tell them you want to sign up with PowerNet Global through McDonough Power. 

Or you can mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • PC Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name: 

Street: 

City: 

Social Security Number 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: Zip:. Current Carrier: 

_) - Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  (  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed   

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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Across the 
Manager's desk 

Take Time to Enjoy Christmas 

Jon K. Miles 

Closing 
Dates 
cDenough 
Power will 

be closed Friday, 
December 23 and 
Monday, December 
26 for the Christ¬ 
mas Holiday. We will 
also be closed on 
Monday, January 2 
for the New Year. 

A s we look forward to Christmas, we at 
McDonough Power Cooperative want to 
express our appreciation and say thank you for 

your patronage during this past year. We are grateful for your friend¬ 
ship and support. 

The men and women at McDonough Power Cooperative have 
worked hard to provide the best service possible. During the past 
few months, outside crews have worked long days to complete 
projects on a timely basis. 

You might think that since winter is here, that our work schedule 
decreases. On the contrary, there is plenty of work to do to maintain 
a system that includes nearly 1,400 miles of line in parts of seven 
counties. A good portion of the territory is pretty rough country 
and can be difficult to travel under adverse weather conditions. 

During the winter months and as weather allows, crews will be 
working to cut trees and trim back limbs that might have caused 
service problems next summer. There are several construction and 
maintenance projects left to do yet. When it comes to serving you, 
we strive to achieve a high degree of satisfaction. We are working 
to keep the lights on. 4216D9-500A 

We wish you and your family a wonderful and joyous Christmas 
and New Years Holiday Season! We look forward to being of service 
to you in the coming year. 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Stan Prox, Treasurer 
Robert J. Dwyer 

Steve Lynn 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Steve Youngquist 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 

Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

There's more, much more to Christmas 
than candlelight and cheer. 

It's the spirit ojfriendship that brightens all the year. 
It's thoughtfulness and kindness, 

It's hope reborn again... 
for peace, for understanding, 

and for goodwill to all throughout the year. 

From the Directors and Employees of 
McDonough Power Cooperative 
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2005 Balloon Rally a Success 
■A ii || cDonough Power 
^ "i has sponsored a 

I balloon for sev¬ 
eral years at the Macomb 
Balloon Rally. This was the 
19th year for Macomb to host 
approximately 30 balloons, 
their pilots, and crews for the 
September two day event. 

McDonough Power has 
sponsored Betsy Kleiss from 
Champaign for the past three 
years and our employees have 
helped her crew and some 
have enjoyed a balloon ride. 

1. What did the traffic cop 
holler to Frosty? 

2. What holiday drink con¬ 
tains sugar, milk, and 
eggs? 

3. What Saturday Evening 
Post artist was known 
for his whimsical pictures 
of Santa Claus? 

4. What one reindeer is 
never mentioned in “The 
Night Before Christmas”? 

5. St. Nick’s beard is like 
what feature of winter? 

Map location 
game 

Every month we will 

have four map lo¬ 

cation numbers hidden 

throughout the Watts 

New. If you find your 

map location num¬ 

ber, call our office and 

identify your number 

and the page that it is 

on. If correct, you will 

win $ 10 credit on your 

next electric bill. 

Steve, Phyllis, and Amanda Hess 
stand with pilot Betsy Kleiss before 
takeoff. 

Christmas Trivia 
6. Name the two reindeer 

whose name begins with 
a “C”? 

7. What did the Grinch use 
as a substitute for reindeer? 

8. Who were nestled snug in 
their beds? 

9. What were Frosty’s last 
words? 

10. What piece of heavenly 
apparel does the Littlest 
Angel not wear correctly? 

11. What is Charlie Brown’s 
complaint about Christ¬ 
mas? 

This year we invited the 
Steve Hess family, who own 
and operate a large dairy 
farm near Bushnell, IL., for 
a balloon ride. On a beautiful 
Saturday morning, Septem¬ 
ber 10, Phyllis Hess and her 
daughter Amanda, ascended 
over Macomb as Betsy piloted 
her balloon for one of her 
three flights of the weekend. 
Steve helped on the ground 
along with the McDonough 
Power Crew. 538A6-266B 

12. On what street did a 
Santa Claus miracle 
occur? 

13. Counting Rudolph, 
how many reindeer 
are there? 

14. What happened to the 
drummer boy’s lamb 
when he played his song 
for the Baby Jesus? 

15. What country started 
the tradition of 
exchang¬ 
ing gifts? 

Answers on 
page 16d 

Your Full Service Heating & Cooling Specialists 
Blandinsville, IL - 800-635-2085 ■ Denver, IL - 800-213-1402 

FALL FURNACE TUNE UP SPECIAL 
Your furnace has a job to do: Produce heat as efficiently as possible. 

Proper cleaning & maintenance by qualified personel can make this a reality 

Tune up includes Don't Get Caught 
Inspection & cleaning of burner parts OUt In the Cold 

Cleaning & lubricating the blower Call Today 
Making needed adjustments for optimum operation *parts & repairs extra 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: billing@mcdonoughpower.com 
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A Safer Home for the Holidays 
llectrical shocks and 
fires kill more than 

la thousand people, 
and result in tens of thou¬ 
sands of injuries each year. 
Overloaded outlets, misused 
and faulty cords, and electri¬ 
cal devices are leading causes 
of home electrical fires. 

Give your family the gift 
of a safer home by making a 
check for electrical fire and 
shock hazards: 

1. Electrical outlets - check 
for loose fitting plugs, which 
can be a shock or fire hazard. 
Replace missing or broken 
wall plates so wiring and 
components are not exposed. 
If you have young children in 
the home, check that unused 
outlets are covered. 

2. Plugs - Never force them 
into outlets. Don’t remove the 
grounding pin (third prong) 
to make a three-prong plug 
fit a two-conductor outlet. 
Avoid overloading outlets 
with adapters and too many 
appliance plugs. 

3. Cords - Make sure they 
are not frayed or cracked, 
placed under carpets or 
rugs, or located in high traffic 
areas. Do not nail or staple 
them to walls, floors, or 
other objects. 

4. Extension cords - Use 
them on a temporary basis 
only. They are not intended 
as permanent household 
wiring. Make sure they have 
safety closures to protect 
young children from shock 
and mouth burn injuries. 

5. Light bulbs - Check the 
wattage to make sure light 
bulbs match the fixture re¬ 
quirements. Replace bulbs that 
have higher wattage ratings 
than recommended. Make 
sure they are screwed in se¬ 
curely so they don’t overheat. 

6. Ground Fault Circuit 
Interrupters (GFCIs) - Make 
sure GFCIs are installed in 
your kitchen, bathrooms, 
laundry, workshop, base¬ 
ment, and garage as well 
as on outdoor outlets. Test 
them monthly to ensure 
they’re working properly. 

7. Circuit breakers/Fuses 
- Fuses should be properly 
rated for the circuit they are 
protecting. If you don’t know 
the correct rating, have an 
electrician identify and label 
the correct size to be used. 
Always replace a fuse with 
the same size you are remov¬ 
ing. Check that circuit break¬ 
ers are working properly. 

8. Appliances/Electronics 
- If an appliance repeatedly 
blows a fuse, trips a circuit 
breaker, or has given you an 
electrical shock, immediately 
unplug it and have it repaired 
or replaced. Look for cracks or 
damage in wiring and connec¬ 
tors. Use surge protectors to 
protect expensive electronics. 

9. Electrical wiring - Wir¬ 
ing defects are a major cause 
of residential blazes. Check 
periodically for loose wall 
receptacles, loose wires, or 
loose lighting fixtures. Listen 
for popping or sizzling be¬ 
hind walls. 7122C9-114A 

10. Service Capacity - As 
you continue to upgrade your 
home with more lighting, ap¬ 
pliances, and electronics, 
your home’s electrical ser¬ 
vice capacity may become 
overburdened. If fuses blow 
or trip frequently, you may 
need to increase electrical 
service and add new branch 
circuits. A qualified, licensed 
electrician can determine the 
appropriate service require¬ 
ments for your home. 

Students Encouraged to 
Apply for Scholarships 

Scholarship applications are still available for the 
2006 IEC Memorial Scholarship program. 

fUUM igh school seniors pursuing a college education 
anywhere in the United States are eligible to par- 

I ticipate in the program. Three $ 1,250 scholarships 
will be awarded to the son or daughter of an electric coop¬ 
erative member. A fourth $1,250 award will go to the son 
or daughter of an electric cooperative director or employee. 
A fifth scholarship of $1,250 will be reserved for use at a 
two-year Illinois community college, and sons and daughters 
of electric cooperative members, employees and directors 
are eligible. Deadline for applications to be returned to the 
cooperative is January 1, 2006. 7413C7-608B 

For further information in the IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Program, contact McDonough Power Cooperative at (309) 
833-2101, or see your high school guidance counselor. 
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bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership 
‘Twas 

the Night 
Before 

Christmas 
Outage 

Written by Rob 
Roedel and 

Sandy Trantham 
from the Electric 
Cooperatives of 

Arkansas 

Answers to 
Christmas Trivia 
page 16b 

1. “Stop” 
2. Eggnog 
3. Norman Rockwell 
4. Rudolph 
5. Snow 
6. Comet & Cupid 
7. His dog 
8. The Children 
9. “I’ll be back again 

someday.” 
10. His halo 
11. It is too 

commercialized 
12. 34th 

13. Nine 
14. He came back to life 
15. Italy (Romans) 
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gt ; >i .:was the night before Christmas and all through the state 
™ ■ Not a creature was stirring; there was nothing to debate. 

I The rights of way had been cleared by the men with care 
Just in case a big ice storm like 2000 should appear. 
The cooperative members were nestled in their beds 
While visions of the cooperative principles danced in their heads. 

Voluntary and open members, a crucial decree 
Democratic member control, meaning the cooperative belongs to you and me. 
Members’ economic participation results in equal contribution 
Autonomy and independence lets each member control their institution. 
Education, training and information ensures that people are in the know 
Cooperation among cooperatives allows everyone to assist in the event of snow. 
And concern for the community is perhaps the most vital, as we all know. 

When out of the sky there arose such a clatter 
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter. 
Away to the window I flew like a flash, 
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash. 
The moon of the breast of the new fallen snow, 
Gave luster of midday to objects below. 

I reach for the light switch and give it a turn 
The power was out, I quickly did learn. 
When, to my wondering eyes should appear. 
But a digger-derrick truck with eight strapping men and their gear. 
With a little old supervisor, so lively and quick, 
I knew in a moment it was St. Willie Nick. 
More rapid than eagles his linemen they came, 
And he whistled and shouted and called them by name. 
“Now John! Now Doug! Now Peter and Vance! 
Now Bobby, Now Jimmy, Now Don, Bert and Lance! 
To the top of the pole, to the break in the line, 
Now climb away, splice away, fix it in time.” 

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly, 
When they meet an obstacle, they raise up to the sky. 
So up to the pole-top the linemen they flew, 
With the truck full of wire, and St. Wiflie Nick, too. 
And then in a twinkling, I heard on the lines, 
The banging of work and the trimming of pines. 

As I drew in my head and was turning around. 
Up the pole St. Willie Nick went with a bound. 
He was dressed in protective gear, from his head to his toes, 
And his hard work was evident by the dirt on his clothes. 
A bundle of equipment was hooked to his belt, 
And the ice on the power lines just started to melt. 
His eyes - how they twinkles - his dimples how merry 
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry. 
His mouth as a thin line, drawn with determination. 
He was certain he would fix this bad situation. 
A line sphce and fuse link he held tight in his hands, 
Knowing he would again light up the land. 
He had a bright smile and a great attitude, 
The members would soon be filled with gratitude. 
With good training and preparation, he was confident and strong. 
The power to homes would be restored before too long. 

With a wink of his eye and a twist of his head, 
He soon let me know that I had nothing to dread. 
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, 
Fixed the situation, then turned with a jerk. 
Then laying a finger aside of his nose. 
And giving a nod, his work came to a close. 
He brought down the bucket; to his crew he gave a shout. 
Away they all drove to the next open cutout. 
But I heard him exclaim as he drove out of sight, 
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all...you have light!” 
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