
Winter driving tips 
' 1 1 

Here in west central Illinois, we usual¬ 
ly have at least a couple of snowstorms 
during the winter months. These storms 
can include wind, rain, sleet, snow or all 
of them combined. The kids love them 
because they get to stay home from 
school, but the rest of us have (7718- 
54) to carry on. Just getting out of your 
driveway can become a challenge. 

Here are a few reminders about winter 
driving: 

It’s important to make sure your car is 
ready for old man winter. Have your ve¬ 
hicle fully checked and winterized ahead 
of time. Make sure you have enough 
gas, antifreeze, windshield wiper fluid 
and oil. Is there enough tread on your 

Tires to grip slippery roads? Have them 
checked too. 

• If winter storm conditions exist or are 
immediately forecasted and you must 
go out, make sure someone else knows 
your route, time of departure and ex¬ 
pected time of arrival. Also, make sure 
you call that person and let them know 
you’ve arrived safely. 

• If you have one, take your cell phone. 
Make sure it’s fully charged or take the 
car charger with you. 

Give yourself extra time for traveling. 
’ Going too fast on icy or snowy roads 
can result spending time in a ditch wait¬ 
ing for a tow truck. 

Keep these supplies in your car: 
• Cell phone/car charger 
• Blankets or sleeping bags 

Flashlights with fresh batteries 

Knife 
Candy bars or other emergency 

snack food 
Sand or cat litter 
Shovel 
Windshield scraper/snow brush 
Tow rope 
Jumper cables 
Water container 
Compass/road maps 
A tin can and waterproof matches for 

melting snow for drinking water. 

If you become trapped in the car dur¬ 
ing a snow storm: 
• Pull off the road, set hazard lights 
to flashing, and hang a distress flag or 
other brightly colored piece of material 
from the radio aerial or window. Remain 
in your vehicle; rescuers are most likely 
to find you there. 
• Conserve fuel, but run the engine and 
heater (7724-7) about 10 minutes each 
hour to keep warm, cracking a down¬ 
wind window slightly to prevent carbon 
poisoning. 
• In extreme cold, use road maps, seat 
covers, floor mats, newspapers or extra 
clothing for covering-anything to pro¬ 
vide additional insulation and warmth. 
• Turn on the inside dome light so oth¬ 
ers can see you at night, but be careful j 
not to run the battery down. 
• Do not set out on foot unless you see 
a building close by where you know you 
can take shelter. It’s very easy to lose 
your sense of direction in a heavy snow- 
storm. 
Travel safe! Remember, spring will be 
here before you know it. 

Source: http://matcmadison.edu; http: 
//www.fema.go\ 
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So how miu 
win 

have a shorter adjustment period. 
Are you attached to your furni¬ 

ture? A new pet may claw or chew 
your furniture, shoes, clothes, carpet 
or anything else in reach. Be pre¬ 
pared to substitute a toy for an inap¬ 
propriate item. 

Will your pet cause problems 
with your neighbors? Pets can be 
noisy. Dogs bark, puppies whine, 
cats meow, birds sing. Will your re¬ 
lationship with your neighbors suffer 
because of your new pet? 

Yes, nothing will ever be the same 
after you accept the responsibil¬ 

ity of caring for a pet. But you will 
laugh at their antics and love their 
cuddles. Best of all, you’ll have a 
best friend to tell all your troubles 
to, who sympathizes with you when 
you’re sick, and doesn’t criticize you 
when you gain weight or forget their 
birthday. 

For more information on what 
to consider before welcoming a 
new pet into your family, visit 
www.newpet.com, visit your local 
library or call your local animal shel¬ 
ter. 

Animal shelters are full of cats 
and dogs returned by owners 
who didn’t fully consider all 

the aspects of pet ownership. Please 
consider all of the possibilities and 
responsibilities before deciding to 
adopt a pet. 

Below is a shopping list for the 
unprepared pet owner who brought 
home a new puppy to join her family 
of two cats. She bought the crate, 
bed, bowls, food and toys ahead of 
time and thought she had every¬ 
thing. She was wrong. 

Shopping list: 
More puppy food. More cat food, 

because the puppy ate theirs too. 
Two 10-gallon containers of cat lit¬ 
ter because the puppy likes to play 
in it. New litter scoop because the 
puppy chewed up the old one. New 
cat bowl because he chewed that 
up too. New puppy bowl because 
he keeps tipping it over. New toys 
for the cats because the puppy ate 
theirs. New toys for the puppy be¬ 
cause the cats retaliated. Shampoo 
for the cats because they have puppy 
drool on them. Shampoo for the 
dog because he rolls in icky stuff. 
New flea soap because the other 10 
bottles didn’t work. New bed for 
the cats because the puppy ate the 
stuffing. New bed for the puppy be¬ 
cause he was still hungry. Earplugs, 
because the puppy hates his crate 
at night. Kitty tranquilizers because 
the puppy’s nightly cries have driven 
them nuts. Ski pants and parka for 
taking the puppy out at midnight in 
-10e weather. Fifteen lint rollers for 
all the fur that’s been flying. Paper 
towels and carpet cleaner for ac¬ 
cidents. A book on how to train a 
puppy. A book on how to cope with 
an untrainable puppy. 

Although this list was meant 
to be humorous (also close to the 
truth), it is a sad fact that many pet 
owners don’t consider all the respon¬ 
sibilities of owning a pet. 

Do you have time for a pet? 
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Pets require a lot of attention. They 
need to be played with, exercised, 
groomed, fed, bathed and cleaned 
up after. 

Can you afford a pet? Adoption 
fees, regular veterinarian checkups, 
emergency care, grooming tools, 
food and toys can add up. It is esti¬ 
mated that the average annual cost 
of owning a cat or dog is $ 1,000. 

Can you find a “babysitter?” 
You may need someone to care for 
the pet when you are away for a few 
days, or to help with puppy training 
while you are at work. 

Have you chosen the right pet? 
A pet needs to be compatible with 
your lifestyle, family and home. How 
big will they be? Are they good with 
children? Do they have potentially 
complex and expensive medical con¬ 
ditions? How much space do they 
require? 

Are you prepared for a mess? 
Puppies and kittens will certainly 
make messes before they get accus¬ 
tomed to going outside or using a lit¬ 
ter box. Older animals adopted from 
a shelter may already be trained and 
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Remember when getting a trim meant 15 minutes in 

a chair with John the barber? In the electric utility- 

business, trimming is serious. Our linemen do right- 

of-way tree trimming and maintenance every year to be 

sure you, our members, get the safest and most reliable 

electricity possible. When tree limbs fall on your lines, it 

could cause electric blinks, outages, and even injury or 

death. 

When you have limbs dangerously close to power lines, do 

the right thing - call your local electric cooperative. John 

the barber can wait. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours 
to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 

Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 

Secretary/Treasurer, 

Carthage 

William R. Newton — 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 

Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting -Oc¬ 
tober 23, 2003 

Directors present: Grone¬ 
wold, Wear, Menke, Morrison, 
Vaughn, Spory, and Newton. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
September 2003 was in the 
amount of $39,674; total mar¬ 
gins for the year as of Septem¬ 

ber 30, 2003, were $318,535. 
The 2004 annual meeting of 

the cooperative’s members will 
be held on June 24, 2004, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits of the James A. Webb 
Estate was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits of the Florine Williams 
Estate was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits of the John H. Munger 
Estate was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Calling all "Snow Birds!" 
If you’re planning on leaving 

the frigid Midwest behind this 
winter to go where it’s warm and 
sunny, please let WIEC know. 
We will need your new address 
to make sure that your electric 
bill gets to you in a timely man¬ 
ner. 

We can also arrange for your 
electric bill to be paid effortless¬ 
ly. We can deduct the amount of 
your bill directly (689-10) from 

your checking/savings account 
or even charge it to your credit 
card each month. Both of these 
services are free and can save 
you time, effort and money. 
Just think, no stamps to lick or 
checks to write. It’s so easy and 
can save more time for enjoying 
the sunshine. 

Call our office for more details. 

Trip of a lifetime for 
high school students 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, is participating in the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s Youth to Washington trip this year. (6818-32) See 
page 9 for information on how your high school sophomore, junior 
or senior student can earn the trip of a lifetime! 

Welcome new members: 
Carlin, Melanie, Carthage 

Collins, Claude R. & Rose E., LaHarpe 
Edwards, John, Carman 

Hale, Chris E. & Tamara R., Abingdon 
Harper, Tammy S. & Danny R., Hamilton 

Hawkins, Dan, Burlington 
Mason, Wanda A. & Timothy A., Stronghurst 

North Prairie Farm Inc., LaHarpe 
Owens, Carey J., Oquawka 

Ruble, Eric & Cara Hitchcock, Nauvoo 
Walker, Dustin, Burnside 
Welker, Chad A., Mendon 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

WIEC holds its 9th Annual Safety Fair 

cr 

It was a cold and blustery day in October, but 
the kids came all fired up to learn how to live 
smart, be safe, yet have fun in many different situ¬ 
ations. There were over 350 5th graders plus their 
teachers, bus drivers and chaperones who at¬ 
tended this year’s fair. It was a full house! 

The day started off with everyone watching 
Kyle Finley and his Live Line Demo. Kyle has 
a way of keeping everyone’s attention with his 
presentation. He even explains to the kids why 
birds do not electrocute themselves when rest¬ 
ing on a power line. 

Trooper Ed Howard brought District 16’s new roll¬ 
over machine for the kids to view. This was the inaugu¬ 
ral demonstration for the device and the kids watched 
the dummies go flying out the windows to prove what 
happens when passengers don’t wear their seat belts. 
After the fair, kids wrote (9622-11-27) us about how 
they learned to wear their seatbelts even on short trips. 

www.wiec.net 
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Continued from 16a - Safety Fair 

WIEC Lineman Eric Johnson demon¬ 
strates to the kids how the special hooks 
and the climbing belt the linemen wear 
help them climb poles. The teachers said 
their students were impressed with the pole 
climbing done by WIEC lineman that day. 

Student Council member Andrea Weirather 
donned a fireman’s coat, gloves, and breathing 
apparatus outside the Carthage Clipper Fire 
Dept. Smoke House. Each group of kids had 
the opportunity to go through the smoke house 
to learn what to do if in a house when a fire 
breaks out. 

Another invaluable part of the fair is the WIEC 
employees. Each of the 16 WIEC employees 
has a part to play in the success of the Safety 
Fair. Whether it’s sweeping the Hancock County 
Extension Center floor, taking pictures, handing 
out hot dogs or even doing demonstrations, 
each employee has a role to play. The members 
of WIEC should be proud of the hard work and 
dedication shown by the employees. 

Chris Egelston, the magician with a message, 
was the last presenter of the day. He was the “des¬ 
sert’ on their plate of information they were served 
that day. He stressed to the kids in a fun and imagi¬ 
native way to stay away from drugs. 

Each year, we ask the Carthage High School Student 
Council Senior members to act as chaperones to lead each 
group through the day. They are there to answer questions 
and keep each group moving so they are at the right venue 
at the right time. One teacher wrote, “Your high school help 
ers were really helpful and seemed very sincere.” We also 
ask Junior student council members to come help us serve 
the hot dogs, chips and drinks to the kids at lunch time. 
These volunteers are an invaluable part of our Safety Fair. 
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WIEC would like to 
tHank the following 

Sly Fox Food Service - ordering and preparing the 
Refreshment Services, Pepsi - the donation of 
bottled water 
RLDS Church - use of their building 
Pat Goetz, Ginny Hurwitz, Jeanne Menke, 
and Jay and Lisa Morrison - helping serve the 
Carthage High School Student Council 
their sponsors, Mrs. Connie Flesner 
and Mrs. Peggy Latherow 

We would also like to thank the follow¬ 
ing presenters for donating their time: 

food. 

and 

State Trooper Ed Howard, 
State Trooper Danny Leeser 
Dept, of Conservation 
Officer Mike Schell 
Tom Golden of Burlington 
Northern Railroad 
Carthage Clipper Fire Dept. 
Hancock Co. Deputy Andy 
Hall and his dog, Rex 
Maria Hopp, 9-1-1 coordinator 
Hancock Co. Ambulance 
Service 

What do you do when a 
raging blizzard is ravag¬ 

ing the countryside? 
You stay inside where 

it's warm and dry. 

What does an electric 
lineman do when a rag¬ 
ing blizzard is ravaging 

the countryside? 
he goes out in the driv¬ 

ing wind and snow to 
repair electric lines so 

you can stay inside 
where it's warm and dry. 

Although it's their job, 
we still appreciate their 
sacrifices. We're your 

electric co-op, here for 
you in rain, shine or 

driving blizzard. 

Safe Electricity 
program aids 
local drivers 
education 

curriculums 
According to the Illinois 

Department of Transportation, 
motorists in Illinois hit power 
and light poles more than 7,000 
times each year in accidents 
that have the potential to bring 
live power lines to the ground. 
Add ice, thunderstorms, wind, 
tree limbs and other debris 
and you’ll see there are several 
potential situations that could 
bring power lines (3817-40) 
down on or around vehicles. 
Knowing the right steps to take 
can save your life. 

The Illinois Electricity Coun¬ 
cil, through its Safe Electricity 
program of which WIEC is a 
proud sponsor, is providing in¬ 
structional materials to all driver 
education programs throughout 
Illinois. It is their hope that all 
kids who take drivers education 
in Illinois will learn that in most 
cases, getting out of the car is 
the wrong thing to do until the 
lines have been de-energized. 
By getting the word out to the 
beginning drivers, the likelihood 
of tragedies involving downed 
power lines can be lessened. 

The program will review why 
you’re safe in the car and how 
to leave the car if you absolute¬ 
ly must due to fire or the smell 
of gas. For more information 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

From 
Oiir 
Last Meeting 
Directors present: Grone¬ 

wold, Menke, Wear, Morrison, 
Vaughn, Spory, and Newton. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
October 2003 was in the amount 
of $61,835; total margins for the 
year as of October 31, 2003, 
were $380,369. 

The December 2003 board 

meeting date was changed to 
Tuesday, December 30, 2003, at 
7:00 p.m. 

The January 2004 board 
meeting date was changed to 
Thursday, January 29, 2004, at 
7:00 p.m. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits of the Carroll Clampitt Es¬ 
tate was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
(9533-14) credits of the Mattie 
Gronewold Estate was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Calling all high school 
sophomores, juniors and seniors! 

The deadline for 
all essay entries 
for the “Youth to 

Washington” Tour is 
February 17. All ap¬ 
plications must be at 
the WIEC office by 

that date. 

Information and ap¬ 
plications may be 

picked (4929-47) up 
at your high school 
guidance counsel¬ 
or’s office or from 
the WIEC office. 

Call WIEC at (217) 357-3125 or 
(800) 576-3125 for more details. 

Welcome new members 
Burford, Douglas Lance Nauvoo 
Casey, Bocephus W. & Dawn M Sutter 
Doyle’s Custom, Inc Carthage 
Kalal, William J. and Cynthia S Maple Park 
River Ventures L.L.C Burlington, IA 
Smith, Dan Hamilton 
Watkins, Jack L LaHarpe 
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Director nomination and election process 
In accordance with Article IV, 

Section 4, of your cooperative’s 
bylaws, a nominating committee 
must be appointed between 30 
and 120 days prior to the Annual 
Meeting of Members (June 24, 
2004). 

Directors shall be elected by 
and from the membership by 
ballot and shall serve for a term 
of three years, or until succes¬ 
sors shall have been elected and 
qualified. The terms of directors 
from Districts #4 and #5 will ex¬ 
pire this year. 

District No. 4, currently repre¬ 
sented by Briscoe N. Menke, is 

St. Albans, Chili, Bear Creek, and 
Prairie Townships in Hancock 
County, Illinois, and the coop¬ 
erative’s service area in Adams 
County, Illinois, lying south of St. 
Albans and Chili Townships. 

District No. 5, currently rep¬ 
resented by Ross E. Wear, is 
Carthage, Pilot Grove, and 
Fountain Green Townships in 
Hancock County, Illinois, and 
the cooperative’s service area 
in Hire Township in McDonough 
County, Illinois. 

The nominating committee 
must post a list of nominations at 
the cooperative office at least 20 

days before the annual meeting. 
Any 15 cooperative members 
may act together and nominate 
another member by petition. 
These nominations will be post¬ 
ed with those made by the nomi¬ 
nating committee. Nominations 
(9510-58) made by petition at 
least 10 days before the annual 
meeting will be included on the 
official ballot. Later nominations 
by petition shall be treated as 
nominations from the floor. The 
chairman shall call for additional 
nominations from the floor. No 
member may nominate more 
than one candidate. 

Consider electrical hazards during 
spring planting season 

Many farm workers are killed 
each year when their farm equip¬ 
ment makes contact with over¬ 
head power lines. These tragic 
accidents are preventable. Be¬ 
fore heading back into the fields, 
Safe Electricity urges farm work¬ 
ers to review farm activities and 
work practices that take place 
around power lines. 

“Make sure everyone who 
works on the farm knows the lo¬ 
cation of power lines and keeps 
farm equipment at least 10 feet 
away from them,” said Molly Hall, 
director of Safe Electricity. “Keep 
in mind, the minimum 10 foot dis¬ 
tance is a 360-degree rule - be¬ 
low, to the side and above lines. 
It may take (3630-19) a little 
more time, but ensuring proper 
clearance can save lives.” 

“Many farm electrical ac¬ 
cidents that involve power line 

contact happen when loading 
or preparing to transport equip¬ 
ment to fields, or while perform¬ 
ing maintenance or repairs on 
farm machinery near power 

lines,” notes Bob Aherin, Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois Agricultural Safety 
Specialist. “It can be difficult to 
estimate distance and some¬ 
times a power line is closer than 

it looks. A spotter or someone 
with a broader view can help.” 

Today’s larger farms require 
transporting tractors and equip¬ 
ment to fields several miles away. 
Before transit, avoid raising the 
arms of planters, cultivators or 
truck beds near power lines. 

Be aware of increased height 
when loading and transporting 
larger modern tractors. Also, 
many tractors are now equipped 
with radios and communications 
systems and have antennas ex¬ 
tending from the cab to 15 feet 
above the ground that could 
make contact with power lines. 

WIEC is a proud member of 
the joint effort undertaken by 
members of the Illinois Electric 
Council (IEC) to create Safe Elec¬ 
tricity, a statewide electric safety 
communications campaign. 

Call toll free (800) 576-3125 
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Get to know you 
WESTERN 

ILLINOIS 
ELECTRICAL 

QOOP 

WESTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRICAL COOP 
524 N. MADISON P.O. BOX 338 

CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 62321 

Telephone (217) 357-3125 
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RETURN THIS PORTION 

Keep For 
Your Records 

Sure, your bill arrives in 
your mail box every month; 
you pay it and throw it 
away or file it. But have you 
ever really taken a good 
look at the WIEC bill card. 
There is plenty of good in¬ 
formation on it; some may 
explain to you why your 
bill is higher or lower than 
normal. It can also tell you 
about upcoming meetings 
or other bits of information 
that you need to know. 

You just have to know 
where to look to find it. 
Here’s our bill in detail. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Box 1 - Consumption 
This tells the dates the meter 

was read this month and the 
previous month. You are being 
billed for kilowatts used between 
these two dates. 

Box 2 - # Days 
We do the math for you. This 

tells how many days between 
the two dates above. We intend 
to have around 30 days between 
readings; however, due to meter 
reading schedules, holidays and 
Sundays, sometimes this num¬ 
ber is smaller or larger. If a num¬ 
ber larger than 30 appears, it 
could mean a larger than normal 
bill. A bill for less than 30 days 
might mean a smaller bill. 

■ MARCH 2004 

Box 3 - Average Cost 
per day 

This tells you exactly what it 
says. For all it does for you, elec¬ 
tricity remains a good buy. 

Box 4 - Usage Last Year 
This can be used as a refer¬ 

ence to see how many kilowatts 
you used when compared to last 
year. Please keep in mind many 
factors can influence this such as 
weather, days of consumption, 
addition or subtraction of electric 
appliances/motors and daily rou¬ 
tines. 

Box 5 - Service Address 
This is a very important field 

especially if you have more than 
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lEC's Bill Card! 
one electric service. This field 
is intended to help you so you 
know exactly which location this 
bill represents. It also helps us 
if there is an outage or other 
problem; we know exactly where 
the “grain bin” is and which bill 
belongs to it. If you have more 
than one bill and do not have 
anything in this field, call our of¬ 
fice and we can add these help¬ 
ful descriptions to your bills. 

Box 6 - 
Previous/Present 

This tells the readings taken 
on the two dates the meter was 
read. A second set of readings 
would be the readings for a heat 
meter. 

Box 7 - KWH 
The previous reading is sub¬ 

tracted from the present reading 
and this represents how many 
kilowatts were used. If there is 
a second line here, it will be for 
kilowatts used by a heat meter. 

Box 8 - Amount 
The dollar amount of the 

kilowatts used plus the service 
charge. 

Box 9 - CR 
Please pay attention to this 

column. If a “C” appears, it tells 
you that there is a credit on your 
account and no payment is nec¬ 
essary. 

Box 10 - 
Additional Charges/ 
Credits 

Below the readings (Box 6), 
there could be water heater 
credits, security light or Storm 
Guard charges. There is also a 
line for the utility tax. According 

to the State of Illinois’ Depart¬ 
ment of Revenue, we must 
access a tax based on kilo¬ 
watts used or on total revenue, 
whichever is less. 

Box 11 - 
Billing Date/ Net Bill 

This is the date the bills 
were mailed. 

Box 12 - Net Amount 
This is the amount due if 

paid by the due date. 

Box 13 - Date 
(Next to Red Box) 

This tells the date the bills 
are due, which is usually the 
25th or the next business day. 
If payment is received after 
this date, bills are considered 
delinquent and the penalty is 
accessed. For all bills that are 
mailed to us, we use the post¬ 
mark date on the envelope to 
determine if the bill is delin¬ 
quent or on time. 

Box 14 - Gross Bill 
This is the gross amount 

which has the late penalty al¬ 
ready added if paid after the 
due date (usually the 25th of 
the month or next business 
day) If this amount is the same 
as the net amount, you can 
relax. It simply means that you 
have paid your bill on time for 
12 consecutive months and 
would not be charged the pen¬ 
alty if this bill was paid after 
the due date. 

Box 15- 
Map Location Number 

This is a very important 
number. It tells WIEC employ¬ 
ees exactly where the service 

is located. We ask that members 
have this number posted by the 
phone for easy access when 
calling for power interruptions. 
Unfortunately, many members try 
to give us their mailing address, 
which doesn’t help. (4532-4) 

Box 16- 
Account Number 

Next to your map location num¬ 
ber, this is the next important num¬ 
ber to have ready when calling the 
WIEC office. 

Box 17 - Bill Message 
This may contain information 

from your cooperative, such as 
upcoming meetings, services 
WIEC offers, or your capital credits 
earned from the previous year. 

Box 18 - 
Payment Message 

This may contain payment infor¬ 
mation such as: 

Paid by ACH Transfer 
No Reply Necessary 

Credit - Do not pay No Reply 
Necessary 

Paid by Credit Card No Reply 
Necessary 

Box 19- 
Name and address 
If your address changes for any 

reason, please contact WIEC and 
let us know your new address. 
This will help you get your bill in a 
timely manner. 

Box 20 - BC (Bill Codes) 
This field can tell you if this is 

your last bill, an estimated bill or a 
host of other possibilities. The key 
for these codes are on the back of 
your bill. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting 
December 30, 2003 

Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Morrison, Vaughn, Spo¬ 
ry, and Newton. Also present: 
Dion & Hartzell. Absent: Wear. 

A margin for the month of No¬ 
vember 2003 was in the amount 
of $56,477; total margins for the 
year as of November 30, 2003, 
were $436,847. 

The January board meeting 
date was changed to Tuesday, 
January 27, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. 

The 2004 budget was ap¬ 
proved. 

Haven D. Vaughn will be the 
delegate (10532-78) and Paul 
Dion will be the alternate del¬ 
egate to the Soyland Annual 
Meeting to be held on February 
4, 2004, in Springfield, Illinois. 

Haven D. Vaughn and Paul 
Dion will be the two directors 
and Ross E. Wear will be the 
alternate director to the Soyland 
Board of Directors. 

Robert M. Gronewold will be 
the voting representative and 
William R. Newton will be the 
alternate voting representative 
to represent the coop, at the 
NRECA Annual Meeting. 

William R. Newton will be the 
voting representative and Jay 
D. Morrison will be the alternate 
voting representative to repre¬ 
sent the coop, at the CFC An¬ 
nual Meeting. 

Jay D. Morrison will be the 
voting representative and Robert 
M. Gronewold will be the alter¬ 
nate voting representative to 
represent the coop, at the Feder¬ 
ated Insurance Annual Meeting. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits of the Theresa Carroll Es¬ 
tate was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Welcome new members 
Eilts, Jessica M. & Michael S. Henze, West Point 

Figge, Paul S., Warsaw 
Fleming, Randall G. & Janet E, Carthage 

Kindhart, Jeffrey D., Ursa 
Lin Family Partnership, Burlington, IA 

Perry, Frances A., Niota 
Siegfried, Henry E. & Susan T, Niota 

Thompson, Jarod & Aimee B., Gladstone 

B Has WIEC started mailing bills 
™ out at a different time each 
| month? I used to get my bills 

r around the 10th of the month 
■i and now I usually don’t get 

them until the 20th if at all! 

Please be assured that WIEC has not changed the date that 
bills are sent. We send all 3,500 bills out on the same day - usually 
between the 8th and 10th day of each month. Unfortunately, some¬ 
times our bills get delayed in delivery or even lost in the mail. If you 
have not received your bill by the 15th of the month, please call our 
office. We would be happy to tell you the amount due. 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Geothermal Grants Available 

GEO ALLIANCE 
Promoting the installation of energy efficient geothermal systems 

WIEC is happy to announce 
to our members that a new grant 
program has been developed to 
help with the installation costs of 
geothermal heating and cooling 
equipment for schools, church¬ 
es, community buildings and 
non profit organizations. The 
facility must (689-25) receive 
service from an Illinois electric 
cooperative such as Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, to be eli¬ 
gible. 

Geothermal has proven it¬ 
self to be an extremely energy 
efficient way to heat and cool 
homes and (6819-29) busi- 

"WIEC 

members 

who install 

this type 

of heat will 

also receive 

a $1,000 co¬ 

op rebate at 

installation." 

nesses. Geothermal 
systems can save 
50 percent in en¬ 
ergy costs and has 
proven to decrease 
maintenance costs 
as well. The average 
payback period is 
six to eight years. 
However, this type 
of heating and cool¬ 
ing has higher initial 
costs than other 
types of heating and 
cooling. 

This grant pro¬ 
gram is aimed to 
help with installation 
costs and make the 
decision to install 
a geothermal unit 
easier. It will pay half 
of the difference be¬ 
tween the installation 
costs of a geother¬ 
mal heating/cooling 
system and that of 
a traditional system. 
WIEC Manager Paul Dion says, 
“WIEC members who install this 
type of heat will also receive a 
$1,000 co-op rebate at installa¬ 
tion. When combined with our 
geothermal rate of six-cents per 
kilowatt hour, it makes a good 
deal even better. “ 

A total of $500,000 is offered 
on a first come, first served basis 
with funding available through 
June 30, 2005, or until funds are 

exhausted. 
This grant program is ad¬ 

ministered by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC) and funded by the Il¬ 
linois Clean Energy community 
foundation. Requirements for 
applications are available from 
AIEC or accessible through their 
Web site at www.aiec.coop. For 
questions, please contact the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives at (800) 593-2432. 

www.wiec.net 
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Home Office Safety 
Do you have a home office or 

are you thinking about adding or 
remodeling to have an office in 
your home? The home office is 
a rapidly expanding work trend 
sweeping the country. Products 
such as personal computers, 
fax machines, copiers, etc. are 
becoming more affordable and 
are easy to install and use. The 
Electrical Safety Foundation 
International suggests that you 
take the following precautions to 
help make you and your home 
office safe: 

• Make sure there are suf¬ 
ficient wall outlets in the office 
so you don’t have to use exten¬ 
sion cords. If you have to use 
an extension cord, make sure 
it is rated for the products to be 
plugged in. 
• Never keep an extension cord 
plugged in when not in use. The 
cord will still conduct electric¬ 
ity until it is unplugged from the 
outlet. 
• Use correctly wired three- 
prong electrical outlets. This 
assures the equipment is 
grounded. 
• Do not overload the electrical 
circuits. Check your breaker/fuse 
box to determine which outlets 
are on the same circuit. Never 
plug in electrical products that, 

when their wattage use is com¬ 
bined, draw more than 1,500 
watts from the same circuit. 
• Use a voltage surge suppres¬ 
sor to protect against hardware 
damage or loss of data from 
electrical surges. WIEC sells 
these types of power strips that 
offer guaranteed protection 
when used in a grounded outlet. 
• An uninterruptible power sup¬ 
ply (UPS) is a good idea. It can 
protect equipment from power 
variations as well as providing a 
short-term battery power source 
that will let you to save any work 

and power down the computer 
properly. 
• If you do not have a UPS with 
battery backup and there is a 
blackout while you are working 
on your computer, turn the com¬ 
puter off. Otherwise, when the 
power goes back on, a voltage 
spike could damage your equip¬ 
ment. 

Remember, following the 
above precautions will not only 
protect your home office equip¬ 
ment but also might save your 
life. 

WIEC's 2003 Allocations of Margins 
This year WIEC will again 

print each member’s allocation 
for 2003 on the bottom left side 
of their April bill, which should 
be mailed around April 8. By 
printing the allocation amount 
right on the bill and not mailing 
out a separate form to current 
members, we save labor ex¬ 
penses, postage and printing 
costs. This is for our members’ 
information only and does not 
need any action on their part. 
Please do not pay the allocation 
amount or subtract this amount 
from the bill. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

For members who have had 
their service disconnected and 
no longer receive a bill, we will 
continue to send a separate al¬ 
location notice. 

Remember, capital credits 
are held by the cooperative and 
will be returned to the member 
when Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop.’s board of directors 
decides that the cooperative is 
strong enough financially to do 
so. If there are any questions, 
please call our office. 
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Springtime is Tulip Time! 
Tulips originated in Turkey, 

getting their name from the Turk¬ 
ish word “tulbend,” which means 
turban. Tulips were thought to 
look like the turbans, which were 
worn as hats in Turkey at that 
time. Many have mistakenly as¬ 
sociated the origin of Tulips with 
Holland; however, tulips were 
introduced to (5825-39) Holland 
from Persia in 1554. Today, tulips 
are grown all over the world, and 
they represent elegance and 
grace. 

Tulips are easy to grow. You 
will need to plan ahead, as they 
need to be planted in the early 
fall for blooms the next spring. 
Here are some tips to keep 
your tulip bed in top shape this 
spring. 
• Plant food should be applied 
above the bulbs-but not where it 
can touch them-and be well wa¬ 
tered so it can soak in. 
• If you water them early when 
buds are rising, you’ll get larger 
blooms and taller stems. 
• Tulips are very disease re¬ 
sistant; however, they can be 
troubled by “Tulip Fire.” Stems 
and leaves of plants become 
deformed and stunted. Later, 
they will display brown patches. 
If this occurs, bulbs should be 
destroyed. 

• Overcrowded bulbs can 
also cause problems in your 
garden. If this occurs, dig up 
your tulips just before all the 
foliage has completely died 
down and divide by pulling 
smaller new bulbs from the 
base of the old bulb and re¬ 
plant them. Share the new 
bulbs with your friends or 
make a new flower bed. 
• After flowering, it is ok to 
deadhead your tulips but al¬ 
ways allow the leaves to die off 
naturally. If you are concerned 
about the appearance of the 
fading greens, try braiding the 
leaves. 
• Tulips make excellent cut 
flowers and usually last about 

a week in a vase. Don’t forget to 
add a little sugar to your water 
to prolong the life of your bou¬ 
quet. Keeping your tulips cool (50 
- 60°F) at night will also help pro¬ 
long their life. 
• If you are lucky enough to re¬ 
ceive a bouquet of potted tulip 
bulbs, place the pot in a well-light¬ 
ed, cool area (50-55° F) and keep 
moist after flowering. When stems 
and leaves are no longer green, 
cut them off. In mid-spring, plant 
bulbs outdoors in a sunny area 
with well-drained soil. Some will 
bloom the following spring, others 
may wait until the next spring. 

Source: www.gardeningtips.org 

Director's Responsibilities 
According to information 

compiled by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) in Washington, D.C., a 
director’s responsibility consists 
of having the ability and knowl¬ 
edge to set policy and approve 
programs that are the basis 
for operating the cooperative. 
A director must have the time 
to attend monthly board meet¬ 
ings, other special meetings 
and (4617-57) seminars. These 
special sessions are necessary 
to keep directors informed on 
the various aspects of the co¬ 
operative and the electric utility 
industry. Other criteria of a board 

member as identified by NRE¬ 
CA include: 
• Be an independent thinker, 
but also a cooperator; 
• Be capable of acquiring the 
knowledge necessary to cope 
with the issues of a modern 
electric utility, including financ¬ 
es, management and public 
issues; 
• Possess the character and 
demeanor that will reflect fa¬ 
vorable on behalf of the coop¬ 
erative; 
• Have the willingness to lis¬ 
ten and learn; 
• Be one who can accept and 
direct change; 

APRIL 2004 

• Be of sufficient stature to com¬ 
mand the respect of management, 
employees, fellow board mem¬ 
bers, cooperative members and 
the public; 
• Be willing to commit adequate 
time to the work of the board to be 
an effective member and properly 
discharge the duties of the board; 
• Subordinate personal and other 
business interests to the needs of 
the cooperative when making a 
decision; 
• Be willing to accept the un¬ 
pleasant moments of a director’s 
experience; 
• Let management manage. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 

Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting 
- January 27, 2004 

Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Wear, Morrison, Spory, 
and Newton. Absent: Vaughn. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of De¬ 
cember 2003 was in the amount 
of $33,510; total margins for the 
year as of December 31,2003, 

were $470,357. 
The nominating committee 

will be selected at the next board 
meeting. 

The board reviewed the rate 
of discount for early retirement 
of capital credits, which is pres¬ 
ently 8%. It was the consensus 
of the board that no change 
should be made at this time. 

The board reviewed the policy 
on attorney services. 

(Approved minutes are available 
from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month 
at the WIEC office.) 

Welcome New Members 

Antoine, Darren B., East Peoria 
Barker, Robert J., Knoxville 

Cox, Brad, LaHarpe 
Goodwin, Chris, Loraine 

Goodwin, Robert K. Sr., Loraine 
Leffler, James, Warsaw 

Peters, Tim, Blandinsville 
Thompson, Guy A. & Anita G., Wonder Lake 

Office Closing 
WIEC will be closed April 
9 in observance of Good 
Friday. 

As always, in case of power 
emergencies, call (217) 
357-3125 or (800) 576- 
3125. 

Please wait and call for 
questions concerning 
billing, payment arrange¬ 
ments, or other non-emer¬ 
gency matters until normal 
business hours. 
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WIEC announces 
'Youth to Washington" Tour winner 

oshua Siverly, 
son of Bill and Marlena 

Siverly of Carthage, has 
been named the WIEC’s 
“Youth to Washington” Tour 
winner. Josh, a sophomore 
at Carthage High School, 
will visit Washington, D.C. 
with thousands of other high 
school students from all over 
the United States. He will 
tour historic sites, meet his 
state’s legislative leaders 
and (9622-23-20) will get 
to know other high school 
students from across the 
country. 

In addition to visiting 
our nation’s capitol, 
also earned a trip to Spring- 
field, IL. for Youth Day on 
April 21. 

Differences Between 
Cooperatives and 
Investor-Owned 

Electrical Companies 
Winning Essay by Joshua Siverly 

Electrical cooperatives, such 
as WIEC, are private, not- 

for-profit businesses owned 
by it’s customers that use their 
services. Members of coop¬ 
eratives share equal amounts 
in controlling the organization. 
Profits that are made are used 
to improve the business or 
returned to the members of 
the cooperative. Meetings are 
held annually by the members 
to elect directors from among 

Robert Gronewold, WIEC Board President, presents an award certifi¬ 
cate to Joshua Silverly, this year's 'Youth to Washington" winner. 

themselves. Each member of 
the co-op is entitled to one 
vote in electing directors. All 
profits that are returned to 
members are according to 
how much they use the ser¬ 
vices. The cooperative usu¬ 
ally pays the returns in either 
cash or in dividends. To help 
members make business de¬ 
cisions and understand how 
cooperatives operate, it pro¬ 
vides informational education. 
Cooperatives work together 
at local, regional, national and 
international levels to promote 
the cooperative movement. An 

example of how a cooperative 
works is demonstrated by the 
movie classic, “It’s a Wonder¬ 
ful Life”. George Bailey, played 
by Jimmy Stewart, explained 
to the members of the coop¬ 
erative that their money isn’t 
at the Bailey Building and 
Loan, it is invested in the other 
member’s houses. Mr. Potter, 
George’s archenemy, could 
be classified as an investor- 
owned competitor. Coopera¬ 
tives also invest in their youth 
by providing opportunities 
such as contests for trips to 

■ Continued on 16b 
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Washington DC. These trips 
help the children become more 
aware of how the government 
is run. They will bring this 
knowledge back to the com¬ 
munity, which then can be uti¬ 
lized at their local cooperative. 

Investor-owned electri¬ 
cal companies are owned by 
people that choose this invest¬ 
ment for the purpose of mak¬ 
ing a profit. The companies are 
generally large conglomerates. 
Decisions in investor-owned 
companies are made with 
little or no feedback from its 
consumers. Often times, these 
companies use their profits by 
donation money to special in¬ 
terest groups or charities. Cus¬ 

tomers of an Investor-owned 
electrical company pay at 
rates set by the company and 
any profit made by those pay¬ 
ments are not returned to its 
customers unless the company 
choose to improve its services. 
There are currently bills in con¬ 
gress that speak of electricity 
deregulation. Investor-owned 
companies fear that deregula¬ 
tion will stand in the way of in¬ 
creased competition that could 
lower prices and improve ser¬ 
vices. Electrical Cooperatives 
fear that deregulation would 
give their regulatory authority 
to the government, instead of 
its members regulating them¬ 
selves. 

All in all, the main difference 
between Investor-owned and 
Cooperative Electrical Com¬ 
panies is their structure and 
purpose. To simplify the differ¬ 
ences one could say that Elec¬ 
trical Cooperatives care more 
about the people they serve 
while Investor-owned Electrical 
Companies care more about 
the money that its customer’s 
spend. After learning about 
the differences between these 
types of electrical companies, 
I have come to realize that I 
am proud to be a member of 
WIEC. I am also encouraged to 
know that we have a voice and 
WIEC cares. 

WIEC’s annual meeting will be 
held June 24, 2004. Socialize with 
your fellow cooperative members 
and meet your co-op employees and 
directors. You don’t want to miss the 
food, fun and featured speaker at 
this year’s event! 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MAY 2004 



Project Child£afe 
Putting a Lock On Gun Safety 

Firearm accidents in the home 
can result when a child finds a 
loaded and unsecured firearm. 
The risk of firearms-related unin¬ 
tentional injuries or deaths can 
be reduced when firearms (765- 
19) owners are aware of and ful¬ 
ly understand their responsibility 
to handle firearms safely and 
store them in a secure manner. 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, along with other Illinois 
electric cooperatives, have 
joined the Project ChildSafe 
program. Electric co-ops across 
Illinois will distribute free gun¬ 
locking devices to those who 
request them. WIEC will be 
distributing these locks at no 
charge at our Annual Meeting 
set for June 24th. 

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn says 
Illinois has committed to distrib¬ 
uting 257,000 safety kits to 529 
police departments, 102 sheriff 
offices and five Department of 
Natural Resources offices. Both 
the Hancock and Henderson 

County sheriff’s offices are par¬ 
ticipating in this program and 
have locks to distribute. 

The free gun-locking device 
distributed in the Project Child- 
Safe program is a vinyl-covered 
steel cable with one end per¬ 
manently secured to a keyed 
padlock. Cable locks require 
that many types of firearms be 
unloaded before the cable lock 
is installed, providing an extra 

level of safety. The lock prevents 
the firearm’s action from closing. 

Project ChildSafe has already 
distributed more than 6 million 
safety kits to 35 states. 

Sponsored by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), this program is funded 
by a grant from the Department 
of Justice and is a component of 
ProjectSafe Neighborhoods. 

Safe Gun Storage 
No one intends for a firearm- 

related accident to happen. No 
one intends to have a loaded 
gun found by a child or other 
unknowing person that could 
result in tragedy. While most 
outdoor enthusiasts (6834-3) 
and outdoorsmen are truly 
diligent about the storing of 
their guns in a secure manner, 
it doesn’t hurt to review these 
safeguards. 

Guidelines for safe storage 
include: 

■ Unloaded firearms should 
be stored in a locked cabinet, 
safe, gun vault or storage case. 
Be sure to place a locked stor¬ 
age case in a location inacces¬ 

sible to children. 
■ Unloaded firearms can also 
be secured with a gun-locking 
device that renders the firearm 
inoperable. A gunlock should be 
used as an additional safety pre¬ 
caution and not as a substitute 
for lock storage. If firearms are 
disassembled, parts should be 
securely stored in separate loca¬ 
tions. 
■ Store ammunition in a locked 
location separate from firearms. 
■ Always re-check firearms care¬ 
fully and completely to confirm 
that they are “still” unloaded 
when you remove them from 
storage. Accidents could occur 
if a family member has loaned or 
borrowed a gun and then care¬ 

lessly returned it to storage 
while it was still loaded. 
■ Teach your children, grand¬ 
children, nieces or nephews 
to respect all firearms. Tell 
them that guns are not toys, 
even though they may look 
like them. Tell them that guns 
should be left alone - always. 
Teach them that if they happen 
to find a gun, don’t touch it and 
go tell an adult about it imme¬ 
diately. 

As with most areas of home 
safety, your goal as a firearm 
owner is to put in place a series 
of simple precautions that can 
help create a safe and secure 
environment for firearms and 
your family to co-exist safely. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
SecretaryAreasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

OuT A 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting 
February 26, 2004 

Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Wear, Morrison, Spory, 
Vaughn, and Newton. Also pres¬ 
ent: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
January 2004 was in the amount 
of $23,822. 

The PowerNet Global rates 
are going down. The new rates 
will be 4.5 cents in state and 4.9 
cents out of state. 

Manager Dion will be the rep¬ 
resentative and Director Briscoe 
N. Menke will be the alternate 
representative to the annual 
(5819-47) meetings of the work¬ 
ers’ compensation groups to 
be held on March 31,2004, in 
Springfield, IL. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Evelyn 
Markey was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Shirley 
Leenerts was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Ypur Mom 
just called! 

She said there is no reason for 
you not to call her back since 

you’re getting those great 
long distance rates from 
PowerNet Global. You 
ARE using PowerNet 
Global aren’t you? 

OFFICE CLOSING 
WIEC’s office will be closed May 31st 

in observance of Memorial Day. 
4s always, in case of power emergencies, call 217-357-3125 or 
1-800-576-3125. Please wait and call for questions concerning 

billing, payment arrangements, or other non-emergency 
matters until normal business hours. 

Welcome new members 
Antoine, Darren B East Peoria 
Barker, Robert J Knoxville 
Cox, Brad LaHarpe 
Goodwin, Chris Loraine 
Goodwin, Robert K. Sr. Loraine 
Leffler, James Warsaw 
Peters, Tim Blandinsville 
Thompson, Guy A. & Anita G Wonder Lake 
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Annual Meeting • Annual Meeting • Annual Meeting 
> 

June 24, 2004 
Registration: 6:00 p.m. 

Meeting: 7:00 p.m. 
Hancock County Extension Center 

AH registered members will receive a $5 bill credit 

Grand prize is five $ 100 bills, with other prizes to be given away. 

Josh Siverly, WIEC Youth to Washington trip winner, will talk about his 
experiences in our Nation's capital. 

Elect two members to our board of directors. 

Listen to the Board President, 
Treasurer and Manager give their annual reports. 

Annual Meeting * Annual Meeting • Annual Meeting 

Have a Voice in Your Coop - Vote! 
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Annual Meeting 
Prizes! 

Here's a sneak peak 
at some of the great 

prizes to be given 
away at our Annual 

Meeting. 

(1^^ 18" Oscillating Fan 

|j|f- Tire Rotation and 
Balancing 

Document Bag 

Beanie Babies 

5|^- Oil Change 

2§Ir Surge Suppressor 

Bill Credits of $50 

3^ Cash Prizes of $20, 
$25 

Plus five members 
have the chance to 
win the grand prize 

of $100 

Watch for the Annual 
Meeting Notice in your 
mailbox. It will contain 
the registration card, 
proxy card and other 

important information. 
To save time, please 

bring the registration 
card to the meeting! 

This could be you! 

Imagine yourself winning $ 100 like these lucky folks did! 

Free Blood Pressure Checks 
As in past years, the Hancock County Health Department has 

agreed to come to our annual meeting and make available free 
blood pressure checks to our members. 

Can't Make it to the Annual 
Meeting? 

You Can Still Make Your Vote Count! 

If you can’t come to the 
WIEC annual meeting on June 
24, you can still make your 
vote count. Either ask some¬ 
one that is attending to vote 
for you, then give them your 
signed proxy card, or bring 
in your signed proxy card to 
the office and we can give it 
to an attendee the night of the 
meeting. Either way your vote 
will count! 
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Nominating Committee 
Nine members of Western 

Illinois Electrical Coop, were ap¬ 
pointed to the 2004 nominating 
committee. The committee met 
at the WIEC office on April 6 and 
April 19 to make nominations for 
directors. Two directors will be 
elected at the cooperative’s An¬ 
nual Meeting on June 24th. 

Serving on the committee 
were: District No. 1 - John Le- 
nahan, Lomax; District No. 2 
-Spencer Berry, Nauvoo; District 
No. 3 - Richard Douglas, Burn¬ 
side; District No. 4 - Sharon 
Roberts, Carthage and Rodney 
McGaughey, Carthage; District 
No. 5 - Ron Howell, Carthage 
and Mike Tracy, Carthage; Dis¬ 

trict No. 6 - Robert Menn, Plym¬ 
outh; and District No. 7 - Max 
Roskamp, Sutter. 

The following were nominated 
for director positions: 

District 4 - Briscoe Menke, 
Carthage 

District 5- David Biery, Car¬ 
thage; Sam Gillett, Carthage; 
and Mark Pettit, Burnside 

Any nominations made by pe¬ 
tition will be included on the of¬ 
ficial ballot if they are brought to 
the WIEC office at least 10 days 
before the meeting. Nominations 
may also be made from the floor 
at the annual meeting. 

2004 Nominating Committee. Front row from left are Sharon 
Roberts, Carthage; Robert Menn, Plymouth; and Ron Howell, Car¬ 
thage. Back row from left are John Lenahan, Lomax; Mike Tracy, 
Carthage; Rod McGaughey, Carthage; Max Roskamp, Sutter; and 
Richard Douglas, Burnside. 

The WIEC office will close 
Friday, June 25th 

at Noon. 

7 7 7 7 7 9 ■ ■■■■■ 

Did you know... 

• that WIEC has self-ad- 
dressed envelopes available 
for you to pick up at the of¬ 
fice? 

• that WIEC has an 800 
number to use anytime you 
need to call our office? Call 
(800) 576-3125. 

• that WIEC offers budget 
billing that allows our mem¬ 
bers to pay the same amount 
for 11 months with July being 
the catch-up month? 

• that WIEC members can 
use our free ACH program 
that will automatically pay 
your electric bill for you from 
your bank account OR your 
credit card? 

• that WIEC offers a surge 
protection program to protect 
your motor driven equipment 
and your electronics from 
power surges? 

• that WIEC servicemen can 
locate your underground 
wires for free? Remember 
this next time you do some 
landscaping or remodeling. 

• that WIEC has special 
electric heat rates to encour¬ 
age members to use elec¬ 
tricity to heat and cool their 
homes? 

• that WIEC can loan you 
the money to install geother¬ 
mal heating and cooling at a 
rate lower than the banks? 

WIEC offers these things as a 
way to make life a little easier 
- a little nicer for our mem¬ 
bers. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 

Rob Gronewold — 
President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 

Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Have a Voice in Your Coop! 
Let’s face it; we are all very 

busy. It seems like every night 
of the week there are church 
meetings, ball games, scouts 
or music lessons. Once in a 
while, they all happen on the 
same night! You have to priori¬ 
tize what’s most important and 
go from there. WIEC’s Annual 
Meeting may not even be on 
your “to-do” list, but we would 
like to convince you that it 
should be. 

Cooperatives are like every 
other organization - those that 
participate make the decisions. 
As owners of the cooperative, 
those that attend Annual Meet¬ 
ings, Goals committees or 
Member Appreciation Days are 
the ones who can speak their 
mind, ask questions or make 
suggestions about how to im¬ 
prove their coop. It was a mem¬ 
ber’s suggestion that resulted 
in WIEC getting an 800 phone 
number. It was a member’s 
suggestion that we start accept¬ 
ing credit cards for payments. 
Think about the big picture; 
your vote elects the board of 
directors, who hires the man¬ 

ager, who manages the system 
that delivers power to you. If 
someone else votes at annual 
meeting, it will be their voice, 
not yours, that will be heard. 

What if you choose not to 
attend Annual Meeting? Yes, 
you will still receive the benefits 
of being a member. You will still 
receive great customer service 
and reliable electricity brought 
to your home or business. How¬ 
ever, since the Annual Meeting 
usually lasts only about two 
hours, we hope you will de¬ 
cide to come. Who knows, you 
might enjoy yourself! 

Little known facts about WIEC 
Miles of line energized 1,185 
Number of members served 3,442 
Number of new services installed in 2003 49 
Number of consumers per mile 2.91 
Total kwh purchased from Soyland 45,930,431 
Ave. residential usage (per month) 1,037 kwh 
Number of Members who have electric heat that 

require separate meters 419 
Total water heater credits returned to members $76,934.08 
Number of miles traveled by WIEC vehicles .....140,794 
Number of miles traveled by WIEC meter readers  33,202 

Revenue collected per mile of line $4,143.00 
Capital investment per mile of line $11,995 
Geothermal systems served by WIEC 181 
Average amount used (per month) to heat and cool 

homes using geothermal $45.60 
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Goodbye Harold Enzeroth 
Harold Enzeroth, WIEC line 

foreman, retired May 1st 

after 38 years of service. He 
was honored at the Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, an¬ 
nual meeting on June 24 by 
the Board of Directors and 
employees of WIEC. In his 
retirement, Harold hopes to 
catch up on all the hunting 
and fishing that he hasn’t had 
time for. He also intends to 
help his friends during farm¬ 
ing season. Harold reveals 
that he doesn’t have a honey- 
do list waiting for him at 
home, which might make him 
the only man in the state that 
could say that. His wife Linda 
may have a different story to 
tell. 

Harold began 
his employment at 
the coop, on March 
14, 1966, as a 
Third-Year Appren¬ 
tice and became 
Line (9421-55) 
(6629-33) Fore¬ 
man in May 1989. 
He said the great¬ 
est advancement 
to the job came 
with the arrival of 
bucket trucks and 
digger trucks, which saved 
many hours of manual labor. 

When asked which outage 
he remembers most in his 38 
years, he said, “The Mother’s 
Day tornado near Dallas City 
was the worst. There must 
have been 40 poles that 
needed to be replaced.” The 

Paul Dion, 
WIEC Manager, 
said, “Harold's 
38 years worth 
of knowledge 

and experience 
will be missed." 

Manager Paul Dion (right) congratulates Harold Enzeroth (left) 
upon his retirement. 

1996 tornado was indeed mem¬ 
orable. The damage done by 
that tornado interrupted power 
to 400 WIEC members, de¬ 
stroyed 4-5 miles of distribution 
line and damaged 60 poles. 

Harold and Linda have three 

sons and four grandchildren. 
He says he will miss working 
with the good-natured people 
at WIEC and also the members. 
“It was a good ride,” concluded 
Harold. 

Call toll free |300| 576-31ZS 

JULY 2004 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a W
es

te
rn

 Il
lin

oi
s 

El
ec

tri
ca

l C
oo

p.
 •
 Y

ou
r e

le
ct

ric
 c

om
pa

ny
 W

es
te

rn
 Il

lin
oi

s 
El

ec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 

• 
Yo

ur
 e

le
ct

ric
 c

om
pa

ny
 

• 
W

es
te

rn
 Il

lin
oi

s 
El

ec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 



'Summer-ize' Your Home 
and Save Money 

Summer may be a time for fun 
in the sun, but there’s no fun 

in paying big energy bills. Just 
as most homeowners pay a pre¬ 
mium to keep warm in the win¬ 
ter, they also must pay to keep 
cool when the sun’s rays are at 
full blast. 

According to the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Energy, space heating 
and cooling is the largest en¬ 
ergy expense in most homes, 
accounting for more than 44 
percent of the average utility bill. 
“Homeowners should assess 
their houses to see how they 
can conserve energy,” stated 
Chicago Mechanical Contractors 
Association (MCA) Executive 
Vice President Steve Lamb, “A 
small investment of time can 
help to save money all summer 
long.” 

Start by checking insulation 
levels in exterior and basement 
walls, ceilings, floors, attic and 
crawl spaces. Insulation helps to 
keep the home at a comfortable 
temperature. Consult a quali¬ 
fied contractor on how to check 
insulation levels. Look for drafty 
holes and cracks around doors, 
walls, ceilings, windows, fixtures, 
switches and outlets. Weather¬ 
stripping and caulking help seal 
the home’s interior against sum¬ 
mer heat. Also check for open 
fireplace dampers. 

The U.S. Department of En¬ 
ergy estimates about 40 percent 
of the unwanted heat that builds 
up in a home comes in through 
the windows. Awnings, shutters, 
curtains and shades help reduce 
the amount of sunlight entering 
the house. Outside, trees can 
help to provide cooling shade. 

Make sure home appliances 
are properly maintained. Re¬ 
place old appliances with newer, 
energy-efficient models that 
generate less heat and use less 
energy. Refrigerators, dishwash¬ 
ers and dryers display an Ener- 
gyGuide label listing the annual 
estimated cost for operating the 
appliance or a standardized en- 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

ergy efficiency ratio. Also, reduce 
the time that heat producing 
lights are on, and replace incan¬ 
descent bulbs and fixtures with 
cooler fluorescent lamps. 

■ Natural Ventilation: Putting 
the Wind to Work 

Natural ventilation works best 
in climates with cool nights and 
regular breezes. Heat may accu¬ 
mulate in the building during the 
day, but cooler night air can flush 
it out. This can mean closing 
doors and windows by day and 
ventilating by night. If it’s practi¬ 
cal, natural cross-ventilation can 
be generated by opening doors 
and windows in different parts 
of the home. Also, fans are an 
energy-efficient way to supple¬ 
ment the cooling effect of natural 
ventilation. 

Natural ventilation can reduce 
high attic temperatures and slow 
the transfer of heat into living 
areas. Installing a reflective roof 
and at least a foot of attic insu¬ 
lation also can help to reduce 
heat. 

■ Air Conditioning Tips 
To save money follow the U.S. 

Department of Energy’s recom¬ 
mendation to set the thermostat 
at 78°F or higher. Each degree 
setting below 78°F will increase 
energy consumption by approxi¬ 
mately 8 percent. 

Inspect and clean the air 
conditioner’s indoor and outdoor 
coils. The indoor coil acts as a 
magnet for dust because it is 
constantly wet during the cooling 
season, and that dirt build-up is 
the most common cause of poor 
efficiency. The outdoor coil also 
must be checked and cleaned 
regularly. 

Check the refrigerant charge. 
If the system is overcharged or 
undercharged, it will not work 
properly. A qualified contractor 
can check the refrigerant charge 
and adjust it appropriately. 

For more information visit 
www.mcaproof.com. 
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ecently a raccoon got on the 
transformer on the transform¬ 

er pole and then the power went 
out. Once the power was restored, 
we realized that our TV and our 
VCR were damaged. I think WIEC 
should buy me a new TV and VCR. 
After all, it’s their transformer that 
caused the problem. 

When a member calls 
into our office asking for 
reimbursement for damage 
to personal property like the 
question above, we mail them 
a claim form. We will then 
submit the claim to our insur¬ 
ance company, Federated 
Rural Electric Insurance Ex¬ 
change. 

However, claims such as 
these are usually denied com¬ 
pensation from Federated. 
The reason is that for Feder¬ 
ated to reimburse the mem¬ 
ber for damages, WIEC or our 
employees must have (861- 
31) been found negligent 
in performing their duties. 
When incidents happen such 
as storms or animals getting 
into the equipment, or when 
the equipment simply quits 
working due to normal wear 
and tear, it’s not WIEC’s fault. 
These types of outages are 
out of our control and there¬ 
fore our insurance company 
will not assume liability. 

Many homeowners’ in¬ 
surance policies may cover 
losses such as this, so a call 
to your insurance agent or 
reviewing your homeowner’s 
policy might be your best bet. 

We do strongly suggest 
that when low voltage condi¬ 
tions occur, unplug all elec¬ 
tronics, computers and motor 
driven equipment until the 
problem is fixed and power is 
restored. 
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IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Winners Announced 

Last January, high school 
seniors from around 

the state of Illinois 
were urged to apply for 
the 2004 IEC Memorial 
Scholarship, which included 
four scholarships of $1,000 
each. Three went to the child of 
an electric cooperative member. 
The other $1,000 award went to 
a child of an electric cooperative 
director or employee. Candi¬ 
dates were judged on the basis 
of grade (653-58) point average, 
college entrance exam scores, 
work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities and a 

short essay demonstrating 
their knowledge of elec¬ 

tric cooperatives. Four 
seniors from Western 

Illinois Electrical Coop, 
service territory applied. 

The winners were: 
■ Talitha Engelhardt of Pick- 
neyville, Illinois. Talitha’s family 
receives electricity from Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation. 
■ Blake Durbin of Shelbyville, 
Illinois. Blake’s family receives 
electricity from Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. 

■ Nathan Averbeck of Peters¬ 
burg, Illinois. Nathan’s family 
receives electricity from Menard 
Electric Cooperative. 
■ Jessica Scott of Bluford, Il¬ 
linois. Jessica is the daughter of 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative 
General Manager Marcia Scott. 

Even though there weren’t any 
winners from the WIEC service 
territory this year, there have 
been two winners in the recent 
past. Debra Meyer of Warsaw 
won in 2001 and Mark Hoemmen 
of Dallas City received a scholar¬ 
ship in 1998. 

Trying to Budget Your Money? 
There are so many expenses 

in life that you can’t control, 
such as an unexpected car re¬ 
pair, a broken pair of glasses 
or a big jump in an insurance 
premium. Expenses like these 
are hard to plan for. Wouldn’t it 
be nice to have one bill that you 
could plan for? WIEC has a pro¬ 
gram that can level out the highs 
and lows of your electrical usage 
and make vour electric bill easier 

to predict. It’s called budget 
billing. 

This plan will average your 
electric payment for the next 
12 months, based on your 
previous 12 months’ usage. 
Assuming your usage remains 
consistent with the previous 
years, your electric bill will be 
the same until July 2005. That 
month will be catch-up month 

where the amount due (10532- 
17) is the actual balance remain¬ 
ing or no payment will be due 
if there is (9517-5) a credit bal¬ 
ance. The credit balance can be 
carried forward to the next year. 

The new Budget Billing pro¬ 
gram begins July 26. Call our 
office for more information. Life is 
full of unexpected bills; don’t let 
your electric bill be one of them. 

^ ll ^ 

tome to Ike Fair! 
The Hancock County 4-H Fair will be 

held the week of July 12 at Hancock 

County Extension Center in Carthage. 

The Hancock Co. Federation’s BBQ 

dinner and the 4-H Foundation’s silent 

auction will be on July 13 beginning at 

5:00 p.m. at the Extension Center. 

Enjoy a great dinner and support the 

Hancock County 4-H program. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 
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its to the Estate of Ethel Cramer 
was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings (5618-76) are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 

Summary of Board Meeting 
March 25, 2004 

Summary of Board Meeting 
April 22, 2004 

uaiumn 

Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Wear, Morrison, Spory, 
Vaughn and Newton. Also pres¬ 
ent: Dion & Hartzell. 

Also present was Joshua Siver- 
ly, winner of the Youth to Washing¬ 
ton contest, along with his parents 
and sister. The board congratulat¬ 
ed him on his efforts. He is looking 
forward to his trip to Washington 
this summer. The board asked him 
to attend the coop’s annual meet¬ 
ing at the end of June and give a 
presentation. 

A margin for the month of Feb¬ 
ruary 2004 was in the amount of 
$22,121; total margins for the year 
as of February 29, 2004, were 
$45,944. 

The proposal from Federated 
Rural Electric Insurance for the 
period May 1,2004, to May 1, 
2005, was approved. 

Early retirement of capital cred- 

Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Wear, Morrison, Vaughn 
and Newton. Absent: Janet Spory. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A deficit for the month of 
March 2004 was in the amount 
of ($3,032); total margins for the 
year as of March 31,2004, were 
$42,912. 

The Legislative Conference 
(5712-64) will be May 3-5, 2004. 
Director Spory and Manager Dion 
will be attending. 

The nominating committee has 
met and nominated for District 4 
- Briscoe N. Menke and for District 
5 - Dave Biery, Sam Gillett and 
Mark Pettit. 

The June regular board meet¬ 
ing date was changed to Tuesday, 
June 22, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. 

The 2003 audit report was ap¬ 
proved and a two-year audit agree¬ 
ment with Dreyer & Kelso, PC., PA. 
was approved. 

WIEC’s office will be closed July 5 in 
observance of the Fourth of July 

holiday. Our office will reopen on July 6 

Welcome new members 
March April 

Day, Dolores, Carthage 

Day, Mark, Carman 
Fletcher Family Trust, Nauvoo 

Haines, Crystal, Plymouth 
Lunt, T. J., Hamilton 

McCarty, Daniel K., Hamilton 

Miller, D. Eric, Burlington 

Perry, Michael D. & Cheryl Z., Bowen 
Robinson, Ryan M., Carthage 

Snyder, Scott, Niota 

Anderson, Craig A. & Lorry L, LaHarpe 
Bragg, Shawna, Lomax 

Colvin, Robert A. Jr. & Diane L. Schultz, Gladstone 
Dailing, Robert M., Sutter 

DeHeve, Shannon, Plymouth 
Green, Carol E., Elvaston 

Johnson, Harvey, Burlington 
Lafary, H. Danny, Gladstone 

Livingston, Jason & Jennifer Williams, Carthage 
Murphy, Tabitha, Carthage 

Prescott, Kevin, Nauvoo 
Sloat, Eric A. & Sharon J., Carthage 

Vyhnanek, Jason, Colchester 
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Ross Wear Leaves the WIEC Board 

At the 2004 WIEC Annual 
Meeting, the members 
elected a director for 

District 5 and for the first 
time in 18 years, it wasn’t 
Ross Wear. Since 1986, 
Ross Wear has represented 
Fountain Green, Carthage 
and Pilot Grove townships 
for Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop. He’s attended 18 
years worth of board meet¬ 
ings, annual meetings, goal 
committee meetings and 
many other informational 
meetings. 

In 1986, he was asked to 
run for the board by another 
director, Sharon Roberts. 
He wanted to change the 
direction of the coopera¬ 
tive. During his tenure as a 
director, he (681-61) lists his 
greatest accomplishments 
at the coop, as seeing the 
member’s cost of electricity 
lowered twice, yet leaving the 
cooperative in better financial 
health than when he came 
aboard. He also says, “I think 
the employee-board relation¬ 
ship is better as well.” He 
feels that WIEC offers many 
programs to the members 
that they just don’t know 
about. 

Ross has served his 
district well with his friendli¬ 
ness, honesty and integrity. 
Manager Paul Dion says, 
“I respect Ross as a WIEC 
director but even more I re¬ 
spect him as a person. The 
amount of trust and respect 
for Ross was made appar¬ 

ent to me at nominating time. An 
interested person’s decision was 'I 
won’t run if Ross is running' or 'as 
long as Ross is director, we don’t 
need to change.1 

When asked what he will miss, 
Ross reveals that he’ll miss the 
people, his relationship with the 
employees as well as the other di¬ 
rectors. He will be missed as well. 
Ross appeared many times during 
serious outages asking if there was 
something he could do to help. He 
also served as either President or 
Vice-president for nine of his eigh¬ 
teen years while on the board. 

Ross knows the future looks 
bright for WIEC. He feels the cur¬ 
rent board has a good mix of 
backgrounds, such as finance, agri¬ 
culture and also experience gained 
from serving on other boards. This 

mix will help shape the decisions 
that will guide WIEC into the fu¬ 
ture. 

“Sometimes, it’s good to 
have someone new come on the 
board. They ask questions about 
subjects that others have taken 
for granted and may need to be 
revisited,” Ross said. 

Recently, Ross and his family 
moved off of WIEC lines and into 
Carthage. With the move, Ross 
was no longer eligible to be a 
director of WIEC. 

Ross and his bride of 21 
years, Phoebe, have three 
daughters, Carrie, Abbie and 
Caitlin. With his new free time, 
Ross says maybe he’ll become 
involved in some civic organiza¬ 
tions in Carthage. Their gain will 
be WIEC’s loss. 

New Director 
David Biery, Carthage, was 

elected to represent District 5 at 
the 65th Annual Meeting on June 
24. Watch for more information 
about the Annual Meeting in the 
September issue of the WIEC 
News. 

Visit us at www.wiec.net 
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37th Western Illinois Thresher Bee 
August 6-8,2004 Hamilton, Illinois 

Mike Adams, Agri 
Talk broadcaster 

and Max Armstrong, WGN 
Farm broadcaster, both 
nationally known for their 
strong interest in American 
agriculture will be featured 
at this year’s 37th Annual 
Western Illinois Thresher 
Bee August 6-8 north of 
Hamilton, Illinois. Adams will 
be broadcasting from the 
Thresher’s grounds Friday 
at 10:00 a.m. and Armstrong 
will be addressing the crowd 
at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday 
and participating in the 3:00 
p.m. antique tractor and car 
parade. 

Also featured at this 
year’s show will be Eli Shirey 
from Memorial Hospital 
and other members of the 
community presenting 
several agricultural safety 
demonstrations involving farming 
equipment at 2:00 p.m. on Friday. 

For 37 years Western Illinois 
Thresher members have been 
providing a premier tractor show 
that also includes craft and flea 
market vendors. Admission to 

the show is $3.00 for ages 12 
and over. This year the show 
will feature Minneapolis Moline 
tractors and MM ZA Stover Gas 
Engines. 

Other attractions include 
plowing, threshing, straw baling, 

operating sawmill, corn shelling, 
stonemill cornmeal grinding, 
blacksmithing, rock crushing, 
rail handcar display and ride, 
ladies bazaar, quilting, rug 

; weaving, (6818-11-14) sheep 
shearing, woodworking, 

> country western music, old-time 
I country bluegrass music, and 
I a community worship service. 

Friday evening will feature 
[ a ribeye steak supper and 

S Saturday evening’s menu will 
I include smoked pork chops. 

Primitive camping is available 
: for the weekend. 

Before the show begins 
on Thursday, August 5th the 
Wayland, Iowa Antique Tractor 

1 Club will be traveling down 
: Iowa Highway 218 and into 
| Illinois arriving at the Thresher’s 

; grounds at about 4:00 p.m. In 
| the past this caravan of tractors 

has drawn the attention of the 
national news media. 

For more information about 
this year’s show contact President 
Fred Buckert at (217) 847-2690. 
Submitted by Susan Sewell, 
Western Illinois Thresher member 

Promotions at WIEC 

Eric Johnson was promoted to Line Foreman at Western Illinois 
Electrical Cooperative. Eric joined the cooperative in September 1986. 
He and his wife Brandi live at rural Carthage with their two daughters, 
Erin and Kendra. 

Cody Grainger was promoted to 2nd year apprentice lineman at 
Western Illinois Electrical Cooperative. Cody joined the Cooperative 
June 2002. He lives in Carthage and has three children. 

Andy Lafeber was promoted to 2nd year apprentice lineman at 
Western Illinois Electrical Cooperative. Andy joined the Cooperative 
June 2002. He and his wife Erika live at rural Basco with their three 
children. 
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How Electrically Savvy Are You? 
What you don’t know about electric¬ 

ity can be shocking! In addition to 
safety issues, a basic understanding of 
electricity can help you select the best 
electrical devices for your home and re¬ 
duce your energy bill as well. The Leviton 
Institute helps you test your knowledge 
with the following true/false quiz on elec¬ 
tricity. O Dimmers simply absorb 

energy from light bulbs 
and don’t save you and 
money. 

FALSE. Dimmers don’t absorb pow¬ 
er. They control the amount of time a bulb 
is on and off 120 times a second, but your 
eye can’t see this. A dim setting limits the 
time the bulb is on. A bulb dimmed to 50 
percent uses approximately 25 percent 
less power and lasts approximately 20 
times longer, saving both on lighting en¬ 
ergy and bulb replacement costs. 

Dimmers cannot be used 
to control ceiling fans. 

TRUE. Dimmers can damage fan 
motors. Only fan speed control units can 
be used with ceiling fans. They are usually 
available with the same styling and features 
as dimmers but are safe for fan motors. 

GFCis offer the same 
protection that circuit 
breakers do. 

FALSE. Circuit breakers are designed 
to trip when a severe short causes high 
levels of electrical current to flow through 
your wires. GFCIs provide protection from 

ground fault. This can occur when current 
leaking from a damaged appliance travels 
to ground through a person touching the 
appliance. Ground fault current can be 
lethal, but is typically not high enough to 
trip a breaker. A GFCI is designed to trip 
when it senses a relatively tiny amount of 
ground fault current. 

OA 1200-Watt appliance 
draws 10 Amps of 
electrical current. 

TRUE. Light bulbs and appliances 
are rated in Watts, while electrical wiring 
is rated in Amps. Divide the Watts by 120 
(the household voltage) to arrive at the 
amperage rating. In this case, 1200 Watts 
divided by 120 Volts equals 10 Amps. 

© Only a licensed electrician 
can test a GFCI. 

FALSE. Using a simple procedure, 
you should test your GFCis monthly. 
Plug a lamp into the GFCI and turn it on. 
Press the Test button—the GFCI should 
trip causing the light to go off. Press the 
Reset button on the GFCI and the lamp 
should go on again. This confirms that 
the GFCI is working properly. If the GFCI 
does not trip (shut off the light) when you 
press the Test button, there is an electri¬ 
cal problem and you should contact a 
licensed electrician. 

© 12-gauge wire is rated to 
carry more electrical 
current than 14-gauge wire. 

TRUE. The larger the diameter of wire, 
the more electrical current it can carry. 
What is sometimes confusing is that the 
larger the diameter, the smaller the wire 
gauge. For example, 14-gauge wire is rated 
for small electrical tools and appliances, but 
larger power tools require 12-gauge wire. Olf a plug keeps falling 

out of a receptacle, use 
pliers to spread the plug 
blades farther apart. 

FALSE. When a receptacle no longer 
holds a plug firmly in place, the half-in¬ 
serted, live plug is a serious shock hazard, 
especially for children. When a receptacle 
is old or worn out by excessive use, its 
contacts no longer properly grip a plug. 
Any receptacle in this condition must be 
replaced. ©Surges can enter your 

electronic equipment 
through phone and cable 
connections. 

TRUE. Surges that can damage your 
PC, television, video recorder and answer¬ 
ing machine can enter through phone, data 
line and cable connections. Use surge pro¬ 
tective power strips that not only provide the 
maximum amount of power line protection, 
but also offer protection for phone, data 
and cable lines. These multi-purpose surge 
strips are available in home centers, elec¬ 
tronic stores and a variety of retail outlets. 

Source: Leviton Institute 

Wanted: 
Meter Readers 

WIEC is accepting meter reader applications for our files. This 

part time job consists of reading between 150-175 meters over 

a three-day period around the end of the month. We allow 

three days to read; however, it usually takes less time. Typically the 

(7619-6) meters are in the meter reader’s neighborhood and cover 

approximately a township to township and a half. Applicants must 

have their own transportation and will be reimbursed for mileage at 

the rate allowed by the federal government. 

If you or another member you know would be interested in read¬ 

ing meters for WIEC, please call our office. We can keep their name 

on file and have it ready next time there is an opening. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

David Biery Director, 
Carthage 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting 
May 27, 2004 

Directors present: 
Gronewold, Wear, Menke, 
Morrison, Vaughn, Spory, 
and Newton. Also present: 
Dion and Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
April 2004 was in the amount 
of $20,481; total margins for 
the year as of April 30, 2004, 
were $63,393. 

Early retirement of 
capital credits to the Estate 
of Bernard and Maxine 
Campbell was approved. 

An ERC loan to Samuel 
Newlon for a ground source 
heat pump was approved. 
(7820-9) 

What are YOU paying 
for Long Distance 
phone serviceP 

If you don’t have PowerNet Global, 
you might be paying too much. 

(4.5 dfor calls in Illinois 
-4.9 pfor calls out of state) 

Call WIEC for more information! 
1-217-357-3125 OR 

1-800-576-3125 

FAQ 
Frequently Asked Questions 

I notice that our Illinois 
Country Living magazine 
now comes to Bob and Mary 
Smith. My name is Sue; who 
is Mary and why is her name 
on our label? 

With the last update of 
our computer system, we 
are now able to print both 
names of a joint member¬ 
ship on the Illinois Country 
Living label and the Annual 
Meeting Notice label mailed 
last June. The names print¬ 
ed on the label are as they 
appear on the application 
for membership that the 
members filled out before 
they received electric ser¬ 
vice from WIEC. If only one 
name appears on the label, 
it means that the member¬ 
ship is in that name only. 

If the label does not 
show the current husband 
and wife’s name, it may be 
because there has been a 
divorce and the husband 
remarried. If we are not 
informed of the change in 
marital status, we cannot 
change our records. If the 
names on the label are 
not correct, please call our 
office and we will explain 
the process necessary to 
correct them. 

Welcome new members 
Ard, Terry and Cheryle, Bowen 

Beeler, Jason and Joanne Lloyd, Warsaw 
Hogan, Leonard A., Niota 

King, Jason B. and Susan E., Wyoming, IL 
Newell, Terry and Sue E., Carthage 
Palm, John R. and Thelma A., Niota 

Roberts, Teena and Alfie Williams, Burnside 
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Western Illinois Electrical Coop/s 

Was Held on June 24th 

e Biery of Carthage was elected and Briscoe 
Menke of Carthage was re-elected to Western’s 
board. Biery replaces Ross Wear of Carthage, who 
recently moved from the co-op’s service area. 

The Hancock County Health 
Department gave free blood 
pressure screenings to who¬ 
ever wanted it. 

WIEC member Lucille Junk 
helps herself to a Dilly Bar. A 
bag of chips, a can of pop, and 
a Dilly bar were offered to the 
members before the meeting. 

Eric Johnson, WIEC Line fore¬ 
man, accepted the Best 3- year 
Safety Record. This is the fifth 
year in a row that WIEC has won 
this award. Service awards were 
also given out to Tommie Long 
(25 years), Scott Carle (5 years), 
and Tanna Ellefritz (5 years). 

Dion said the co-op’s 
15 employees have 
250 years of experi¬ 
ence among them. He 
said, “It's experience 
like this that can get 
power restored sooner 
in a storm, like the one 
that happened on May 
24. Despite high winds, 
downed trees, and 
heavy lightning, almost 

all of our members had their power restored by 
3:00 a.m. the morning of May 25.” 

One Carthage man was elected and another was 
re-elected to the Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Board of Directors during the Annual Meeting of 
Members held Thursday, June 24, at the Hancock 
(4934-28) County Extension Center in Carthage. 

■ Continued on 16b 
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Continued from 16a 

Entertain 
ment for the 
evening was 
Josh Siveriy 
sharing his 
“Youth to 
Washington’’ 
experience. 

Retiring Line Foreman, Harold Enze 
roth, was recognized for 38 years of 
service to WIEC and its members. 

Also, Sergeant Mike Inman of the Il¬ 
linois State Patrol spoke to the crowd 
of around 350 about the epidemic of 
Methamphetamines. 

? o n A 
WIEC 
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WINNERS OF THE GRAND PRIZE OF $100 EACH WERE: r 
(l-r) Irene Kunz, fiasco; Dow Jackson, Carthage; Lawrence Derks, Car- 
thage; Dale Lawson, Carthage; and Betty ippensen, Bowen. jj fJU 

m GIFT DONOR RECIPIENT 
i 1 Hat, 1 Shirt, and 1 Pair of Gloves VERMEER OF CENTRAL IL, INC. Lucille & Richard Belshaw, Carthage 

2 $25 CASH FIRST STATE BANK OF WESTERN ILLINOIS Fred & Marie Klover, Carthage 

3 18” Oscillatinq Fan FLETCHER-REINHARDT COMPANY Weber Meats, Carthage 

4 1 Free Oil Change @ Carson’s Quicklube 

(excludes diesels) CARSON FORD Buckert Bros c/o Fred Buckert, Hamilton 

5 Tire Rotate and Balance for Auto or Liqht Truck J & R TIRE SERVICE, INC. Raymond & Judith Siegrist, Niota 

6 1 Hat, 1 Shirt, and 1 Pair of Gloves VERMEER OF CENTRAL IL, INC. Mike Tracy, Carthage 

7 $25 CASH ARNOLD BROS. HEATING AND COOLING Gary Corzatt, LaHarpe 

8 2 Hats and 1 Shirt VERMEER OF CENTRAL IL, INC. Virginia Christy, Carthage 

9 Beanie Babies Collector’s Card 

Storaqe Box & 1 Beanie Babv RIDDERS BUSINESS SUPPLY John Lenahan, Lomax 

10 Document Bag MARINE TRUST CO. OF CARTHAGE Harold Herdrich, Dallas City 

11 Beanie Baby Bag & Beanie Baby RIDDERS BUSINESS SUPPLY Constance Greenig, LaHarpe 

12 $20 CASH PETERS HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING Richard & Lucille Belshaw, Carthage 

13 Home/Office Surqe Suppressor HEINTZ ELECTRIC COMPANY Michael & Kathleen Carter, Hamilton 

14 $50 Gift Certificate for WIEC Electricity Bill SHERRILL’S ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICES Ralph Painter Jr., LaHarpe 

15 $50 Gift Certificate for WIEC Electricity Bill SHERRILL’S ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICES Mary Bruns, Carthage 

16 $50 Gift Certificate for WIEC Electricity Bill SHERRILL’S ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICES Ruby Crabill, Carthage 

17 $50 Gift Certificate for WIEC Electricity Bill SHERRILL’S ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICES Clem & Marie Schmitt, Sutter 

18 Hand Mixer HUGHES SUPPLY. INC. Virginia Huls. Hamilton 

19 Pen Set AREA DISTRIBUTORS, INC. Wayne & Audrey Fecht, Carthage 

20 Hamilton Beach Helath Smart Contact Grill UNITED UTILITY SUPPLY COOPERATIVE Betty & Alfred Ippensen, Bowen 

21 $50 CASH DREYER & KELSO, PC., PA. David Pettit, Burnside 

22 Illinois Country Cooks Cookbook WESTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRICAL COOP Darline Jacquot, Basco 

23 Illinois Country Cooks Cookbook WESTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRICAL COOP Randy Sharpe, Carthage 

GRAND PRIZE #1 $100 CASH WIEC Irene Kunz, Basco 

GRAND PRIZE #2 $100 CASH WIEC Lawrence & Mary Derks, Carthage 

GRAND PRIZE #3 $100 CASH WIEC Dow Jackson,Carthage 

GRAND PRIZE #4 $100 CASH WIEC Alfred & Betty Ippensen, Bowen 

GRAND PRIZE #5 $100 CASH WIEC Dale Lawson,Carthage 
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Rogers' Pumpkin Farm Offers Fun for All 
What started out as a way for 

a Henderson County woman 
to exercise her green thumb has 
turned into a popular family ori¬ 
ented business nine years later. 
Today, Rogers’ Pumpkin Farm, 
owned and operated by WIEC 
members Jim and Kathy Rogers, 
is a thriving business devoted to 
children and providing all who visit 
with a place to have fun, relax, 
and find the “kid” inside. 

When Kathy started grow¬ 
ing pumpkins, she started 
with less than an acre of 
ground and did most of the 
work by hand. She sold her 
pumpkins off a picnic table 
and thought scary music 
playing in the background 
would add to the Halloween 
experience. “I found out that 
the children would hear the 
music and be too scared 
to get out of the car,” Kathy 
revealed. That was definitely 
not the experience she want¬ 
ed to give her customers, so 
the music idea was shelved. 

Fast forward to 2004. Now the 
Pumpkin Farm has a corn maze, 
tee-pees, hay rack rides and fall 
vignettes for photograph opportuni¬ 
ties. The Rogers’ also sell squash, 
gourds, corn stocks, Indian corn, 
broom corn, giant sunflower heads, 
garden hardy mums, and of course 
pumpkins, which are still the back¬ 
bone of their business. Kathy starts 
pouring over her commercial seed 
catalogs and orders seeds before 
Christmas to make sure that the vari¬ 
eties she wants are available. Before 
deciding on a new type of pumpkin, 
she does research to make sure that 
it will live up to her high standards 
for quality and appearance. Al¬ 
though traditional orange pumpkins 
are always hot sellers, the unusual 
varieties, such as the rouge colored 
Cinderella, the white Casper, and 
the mahogany and green Fairy Tale 
pumpkins are also popular. (384-29) 

Squash is an item that was very 
popular last year as people want 
to eat healthy. The winter squash is 
a good source of thiamin, vitamin 
C, potassium, and contains some 
vitamin A. “One of my favorites is a 
variety that tastes just like a baked 

sweet potato,” says 
Kathy. 

A visit to Rog¬ 
ers’ Pumpkin Farm 
is more than just 
buying pumpkins 
or squash because there are so 
many other things to do there. 
Again this year, they have designed 
a corn maze in the shape of a 
barn and silo. Since a professional 
would cost them between $3,500 
and $6,000 to layout a design, this 
husband and wife team, with a lot 
of help from their family, decided 
they could do it themselves. Kathy 
draws out the maze on graph pa¬ 
per, then they till out the selected 
rows. After the corn has tasseled, 
they strip the leaves of the adjoin¬ 
ing stocks to make the path five 
feet wide. 

It’s easy to see why it’s a favorite 
destination of many school field 
trips. As of the end of last year, 
more than 700 kids had toured 
the pumpkin farm. Each group 
receives a pumpkin and listens to a 
story about the difference between 
the male and female pumpkin blos¬ 
som. (Be sure to ask Kathy when 

Continued on 16d 

PUMPKIN FARM 
Located on Highway 96 east of Lomax 

Phone (309) 449-3486 

HI Schedule of events for 
Corn Maze - Aug. 20 - Oct. 31 

Hours 12:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Pumpkin Patch - Sept. 10 - Oct. 31 
Weekdays -1:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Weekends 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Other hours by appointment 

Sept 25"' - Henderson Heritage Trail 
In addition to all other activities available, a 

petting zoo will be set up. 

October 2nd - Family Day (last year more than 
1,000 people attended) 

La Harpe Boy Scouts will bring a full size tee¬ 

pee, serve buffalo jerky, and wear their Order of 

the Arrow costumes. 

Well known professional story teller Nancy 

Chu, from Will will be entertaining visitors. 

October 29-30th - Haunted Maze 
from 7:00-11:00 p.m. 

Come go through the maze - if you dare... 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

■ Continued from 16c 

you visit so she can explain it to 
you!) They get a tour of the farm 
and see the equipment used to 
plant the pumpkin seeds. To rein¬ 
force math skills, there is a row of 
pumpkins placed each year along 
the row of pine trees that the kids 
count -just for fun. There is a tee¬ 
pee made of corn stocks for the 
kids to explore. The visit is ended 
with a chance to roll down the roly- 
poly hill, then a cookie and “ghoul- 
ade”. 

New this year, they are hosting 
birthday parties for kids that in¬ 
clude a trip to the pumpkin patch, 
going through the corn maze, and 
a “Happy Jim” Meal, consisting 
of a hot dog, chips and juice. The 
Rogers will also host wiener roasts 
and hay rides for groups or indi¬ 
viduals. (9622-39) 

Running the pumpkin farm on a 
scale this large takes a lot of work. 
Kathy is quick to point out that the 
farm is a family business. She has 

the ideas and her family helps her 
make them happen. “Everyone has 
their own special job to do,” Kathy 
says. Her son, Isaac, became so 
involved that he won many FFA 
awards during his high school 
career as he made the business 
his FFA project. The Rogers also 
have some great local high school 
kids that help during the summer 
and busy fall season. The kids 
are involved with everything, from 
washing and picking pumpkins, to 
dressing up in Halloween costumes, 
to help direct traffic for the Haunted 
Maze. Kathy says, “Our number one 
requirement for the kids is to always 
think of the customer.” 

A trip to Rogers’ Pumpkin Farm 
is a great way to enjoy the fall 
weather and spend time with the 
family. Whether it’s the corn maze, a 
trip down the roly-poly hill, or select¬ 
ing the perfect pumpkin for a jack-o- 
lantern creation, a good time will be 
had by all. 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting 
June 22, 2004 

Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Wear, Morrison, 

Vaughn, Spory, and Newton. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell.- 

A margin for the month of 
May 2004 was in the amount 
of $37; total margins for the 
year as of May 31,2004, were 
$63,460. 

William R. Newton will be the 
representative and Haven D. 
Vaughn will be the alternate rep¬ 
resentative to the annual meet¬ 

ing of AIEC to be held July 29 
and July 30, 2004, in Springfield, 
Illinois. (855-60) 

Briscoe N. Menke will be the 
director and Robert M. Grone¬ 
wold will be the alternate director 
to the AIEC board of directors for 
a two-year term. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Helen 
Miller was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Fred Hill¬ 
ers was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Anna Rei- 
selt was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Violet 
McAllister was approved. 

William R. Newton will be the 
alternate director to the Soyland 
Board of Directors. 

Welcome new members 
Berlet, Janet L, LaHarpe 

Blue, Steven E. & Sandra S., Carthage 
Corrigan, Dale T. & Janice, Quincy 

Dowell, Gary, Ft. Madison 
Fisher, Darla, Niota 

Hellyer, Dawn, Carthage 

Meier, Jamie & Justin, Burlington 
NLKAG, LLC, Ursa 

O’Neal, Ian & Sarah, Bowen 
Sargent’s Landscaping, Flamilton 

Tillman, Timothy M. & Jenny M., Hamilton 
Kover, Rebecca & Jody Collins, Gladstone Weeks, Darwin L. & Gail A., Gladstone 
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Last August, at the Western Il¬ 
linois Threshers, WIEC, along with 
Hancock Co. 9-1-1 and various 
local EMTs, participated in safety 
demonstrations that stressed the 

importance of keeping alert dur¬ 
ing the harvest season. One of the 
demonstrations involved a grain 
wagon auger that made contact 
with an electric line. Tommie Long, 

Operations Manager, spoke on 
behalf of WIEC and discussed 
what to do with the audience. 
Here’s a brief summary of what 
he said that day. 

Escaping a Vehicle That's 
in Contact With Power Lines 

Remain calm, 
stay in the 

vehicle and use 
your cell phone 
to call 9-1-1. You 
will have to tell 
the dispatcher the 
road coordinates 
of where you are. 
If you do not have 
a cell phone, ask 
someone to call 
the electric utility, 
and a lineman will 
be sent to discon¬ 
nect the power. If 
the power line is 
energized and 
you step 
outside, 
your body 
becomes 
the path 
and electro¬ 
cution is the 
tragic result. 
Also, warn others 
to keep away from ve¬ 
hicle. They can be electrocuted 
by just standing too close. Once 
the electric utility arrives and 
cuts the power to the line, that’s 
when you can leave the vehicle. 

Even if a power line has 
landed on the ground, there 
is still the potential for the area 
near your car to be energized. 

Stay inside the vehicle 
unless there’s fire or 

imminent risk of fire. Be 
sure that at no 

time you or any¬ 
one else touches 

the equipment and 
the ground at the 
same time. Never 
should the occu¬ 
pants simply step 
out of the vehicle— 
they must jump clear. 

The only reason to 
leave your vehicle would 

be if fire or the 
smell of gasoline 
were present. 
In that case, the 
proper action is 
to jump - not step 
- with both feet 
hitting the ground 
at the same 
time. Jump clear, 
without touching 
the vehicle and 
ground at the 
same time. Shuffle 
or hop to safety 
keeping both feet 
together as you 
leave the area. 

Like the rip¬ 
ples in a pond or 
lake, the voltage 
diminishes the far¬ 

ther out it is from the source. 
Stepping from one voltage lev¬ 
el to another allows the body 

to become a path for 
that electricity. A 

large difference in 
voltage between 
both feet could 
kill you. 
The bottom 

line is: Stay in 
the vehicle... 
:or more in¬ 

formation go to 
SafeElectricity.org. 

We Get Our Power From Vou 
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Will be held on 

October 25th 
See page 9 for 
more details. 

WIEC's 

Welcome New Members: 
Baze, Jonnette and Bradley, 

Bowen 
Bilderback, Robert D., Bowen 
Brown, Robert and Rauna, 

Augusta 
Coeur, Vivian J., Hamilton 
Curfman, James, Carthage 
Haner, Korey and Sady, 

Mendon 
Hill, Sunnie L, Dallas City 
Jensen, Richard L. and 

Rosanna M., Niota 

Jones, Ken, Quincy 
Miller, David, Niota 
Mott, Christopher, Hamilton 
Nelson, Doris R., Dallas City 
Olson, Steven E. and 

Barbara S., Gladstone 
Stanbary, Maria, Burnside 
Stevenson, Robert M., 

Johnston, IA 
Stevenson, Ryan, Niota 
Vickers, James H., Basco 
Westcott, Michael, Nauvoo 

Take 
Precautions 

When Applying 
Anhydrous 

When applying anhydrous 
ammonia this fall, remem¬ 

ber that meth cooks use this to 
make their poison. Don’t make 
it easy for them. 

When applying anhydrous 
ammonia: 

• don’t leave nurse tanks in 
remote areas, keep them in a 
well lighted place (but not too 
close to a residence). 

• report any/all suspicious activ¬ 
ity to the local Sheriff’s office 
or State Police. 

Welcome 
WIEC is happy to announce 

that Tyler Neally has joined our 
cooperative family as a groundman. 
He is a graduate of Carthage High 
School and received his electrical 
certificate from Vatterott College in 
Quincy. Tyler is a newlywed as he 
was just married on September 4th. 
He and his bride, Elizabeth, live in 
Hamilton. In his spare time, Tyler 
follows auto racing of all types. 

Welcome to WIEC, Tyler. 

% 

Fall Into a 
New Habit 

remember to change something 
other than your clock. The Na¬ 
tional Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) recommends that you 
change the batteries in your 
smoke detector. According to 
NFPA, smoke detectors have 
reduced the number of home 
fire deaths by half since they 
were installed in homes during 
the 1970s. Ninety five percent 
of the homes (8516-19) have at 
least one smoke detector. Unfor¬ 
tunately, a third of those smoke 
alarms won’t sound due to dead, 
missing or disconnected batter¬ 
ies according to NFPA. 

While changing your batteries 
this fall, keep these other smoke 
alarm tips from NFPA in mind: 

• Don’t paint the smoke alarm or 
place decoration near it, which 
might cause it not to work 
properly. 

• Test smoke alarms monthly by 
using the alarm’s “test button.” 

• Replace the batteries for your 
smoke alarms every fall or 
when the alarm “chirps.” 

• Regularly clean your smoke 
alarm to keep it in proper 
working order. 

• Your smoke alarms should be 
replaced once every 10 years. 

• Never “borrow” a battery from 
a smoke alarm. 
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Celebrating Co-ops and Their Contributions 
This month, Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop, will join the 
nation’s other 900 electric coop¬ 
eratives around the country to 
celebrate National Co-op Month. 
The cooperative form of busi¬ 
ness is making a difference in all 
aspects of life—utilities, housing, 
agriculture, health care, banking, 
insurance, and childcare. Coop¬ 
eratives serve 120 million mem¬ 
bers, or four in 10 Americans. 

Your co-op is a local busi¬ 
ness, owned by the people it 
serves. That means conduct¬ 
ing business through a locally 
(3626-33) elected board of di¬ 
rectors and an annual meeting 
where policy is proposed and 
voted on by the members. It’s 
the “people” part—the personal 
involvement, the grassroots ac¬ 
tivities—that characterizes what 
electric co-ops are all about. 

Your co-op’s commitment 
to you begins with helping you 
keep your electric bill as low as 
possible. We deliver service to 
you at the cost of service. There 
are no hidden fees and no prof¬ 
its for investors in faraway cities. 
Any money that is left over stays 
in our community. 

People who know the com¬ 
munity resolve questions about 
service and billing locally. Our 
employees live here too and 
know the difference between 
Carman and Colmar. They care 
about the community where they 
live and are linked to it through 
volunteerism. They serve on 
church boards and township 
committees. They are leaders for 
Boy and Girl Scout groups and 
coach their kid’s sports teams. 
They belong to the Lions, the 
Eagles, and are volunteer fire¬ 
men. The list goes on and on. 

Because electric co-ops are 
so closely linked to their com¬ 
munities, there are countless 
examples of activities that have 
the “co-op touch”. WIEC has 
conducted our Safety Fair that is 

open to all 5th 
graders in our J 
service terri- I 
tory for the 
past 10 years. a 
It’s hard for 
us to believe 
that the first group of kids 
that went through our fair are now 
college sophomores! WIEC has 
also participated in farm rescue 
workshops, such as the one held 
this year at the Western Illinois 
Threshers to educate EMTs, fire¬ 
men, and paramedics. We also 
are a proud sponsor of the Illinois 
Electric Council’s Web page, 
SafeElectricity.org. This Web site 
promotes the safe use of electric 
energy to contractors, farmers, 
and the general public. It also has 
material that teachers can use in 
their classroom. 

It is precisely because your 
electric (4418-5) co-op is a local 
business, owned by its members 
and staffed by local profession¬ 
als that it is in a good position 
to listen and respond to your 
needs. All these things—helping 
consumers save energy, edu¬ 
cating about how to keep safe 
around electricity, and volunteer¬ 
ism—point to one thing: your 
electric co-op and its staff are 
more than just an electric utility. 
They are an integral part of the 
community. That’s why electric 
co-ops will continue to do every¬ 
thing they can to improve 

the quality 
of life in your 
community. 

Why would 
an electric util¬ 
ity be involved 
in these kinds 
of activities? 
Because your 

cooperative has always played an 
important role in our communities. 
Service means not only making 
sure the electricity is flowing but 
also making sure that the com¬ 
munity and its citizens are thriving 
and prospering. 

Service means helping friends, 
neighbors, and business col¬ 
leagues on Main Street and 
nearby—the people you see on a 
day-to-day basis. Service means 
reaching toward new horizons to 
make a life better for everyone. 

Your local electric co-op is a 
company that cares about the 
people it serves. That service 
goes a long way beyond keep¬ 
ing the lights on. It’s neighbors 
helping neighbors. That’s what 
it’s all about—that’s the electric 
co-op tradition. 

COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours 
to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 

Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 

Secretary/Treasurer, 

Carthage 

William R. Newton — 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Burnside 

Dave Biery — Director, 

Carthage 

Janet Spory — Director, 

Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Low Income Energy Assistance 
If you need financial assistance to pay your electric bill, you may be 

eligible to participate in the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). They began accepting calls for appointments on 
September 1st for households that have elderly or disabled. Calls 
for appointments for all others will be accepted starting November 1, 
2004. Applicants must (957-9-2) call for an appointment and bring 
with them proof of income for the last 30 days, their most recent elec¬ 
tric bill and Social Security Cards for all in the household. 

Assistance is based on combined household income. If it is at or 
below the levels shown below, you may be eligible. Good faith effort 
to maintain electric service may also be required. 

Household size 30 Day Income 

1 $1,164 
2 $1,561 
3 $1,958 
4 $2,355 
5 $2,752 

(add $397 for each additional house member) 

If renting and your heat and/or electric is included in the rent, then 
the rent must be greater than 30 percent of your income in order to 
be eligible for benefits. 

For more details, contact the following: 

Members in Hancock, Henderson and McDonough Counties: 
Western Illinois Regional Council 

223 S. Randolph • Macomb IL 61455 • (309) 837- 2997 

Members in Adams County: 
Two Rivers Regional Council 

1891 Maine St. Suite 4 • Quincy, IL 62301 • (217) 224-8171 

In addition, members may also find help from The Salvation Army, 
their Township supervisors, the Veteran’s Administration 

and area churches. 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board 
Meeting - July 22, 2004 

Directors present: Grone¬ 
wold, Menke, Morrison, 

Vaughn, Spory, Biery, and New¬ 
ton. Also present: Dion and 
Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
June 2004 was in the amount 
of $44,407; total margins for 
the year as of June 30, 2004, 
were $107,886. 

The September board meet¬ 
ing date was changed to Sep¬ 
tember 30, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. 

A resolution of appreciation 
for Ross Wear was unanimous¬ 
ly approved. 

(Approved minutes are 
available from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 
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Where Valor Proudly Sleeps 
On Veterans Day, our country 

will honor those who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice for their coun¬ 
try. Some of these soldiers have 
a special place of honor called 
the Tomb of the Unknowns, 
located in Arlington Cemetery 
in Washington D.C. One of 
Washington’s most popular tour¬ 
ist destinations, it was opened in 
1921 and contains the remains 
of unknown soldiers from WWI, 
WWII, and the Korean conflict. 
However, it has become a pow¬ 
erful symbol that honors all 
soldiers who have died for this 
country. 

The Third Infantry Regimen 
(The Old Guard) based at Fort 
Myer, VA has the responsibil¬ 
ity for standing a very formal 
sentry watch at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. The Soldiers 
also provide ceremonial units 
and honor guards for state occa¬ 
sions, White House social func¬ 
tions, public celebrations, and 
interments at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

The Sentinels of the Tomb of 
the Unknowns are completely 
dedicated to their duty of guard¬ 
ing the Tomb. Because of that 
dedication, the weather does not 
bother them. In fact, they con¬ 
sider it an honor to stand their 
watch regardless of the weather 

The tomb has been guarded 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week since 1937. During the 
(478-22) summer, the Guard is 
changed every 30 minutes and 
every two hours in the winter. 
Even when Arlington Cemetery 
is closed to the public, the 
Guard still honors the tomb the 

same way as when it’s open. 
They feel that this is the highest 
honor they can give. 

Soldiers who guard the tomb 
face very tough requirements. 
More than 80 percent of those 
who apply do not make it. For 
a person to apply to the guard, 
he must be between 5’ 10” and 
6’ 2” tall and his waist size can¬ 
not exceed 30”. (5633-41) Each 
soldier must have strong military 
bearing, discipline, stamina, and 
present an outstanding soldierly 
appearance. 

Each Sentinel must be able to 
flawlessly perform seven differ¬ 
ent types of walks, honors, and 
ceremonies. They must retain 
vast amounts of knowledge 
concerning the Tomb, Arlington 
National Cemetery, the United 
States Army, and their unit. 

Walking the mat is a very 
solemn and very dignified cer¬ 
emony to watch. The Sentinel 
takes 21 steps across the front 
of the tomb, then turns to face 
the tomb for 21 seconds. He 
turns again to return and walk 
back, again taking 21 steps. 
The number 21 is significant as 
it symbolizes the 21 gun salute, 
which is the highest honor given 
any military or foreign dignitary. 

The underlying motivation of 
the Guard is to give their very 
best to honor the Tomb of the 
Unknowns. On this Veterans 
Day, WIEC, along with the rest of 
America, salutes these men and 
the other proud men and women 
who serve their country. We 
thank them for a job well done. 

Source: www.tombguard.org 

“3-Cere Rests In 

3-Conore cC Gj Cory, 

lAn ^American SoCcCier 

Xnown 

'But Xi GjocC’ 

Visit our new, improved web site at www.wiec.net 
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Students Encouraged to Apply for 
2005 IEC Memorial Scholarship 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop Manager Paul M. Dion 
has announced that for the ninth 
consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award 
$1,000 academic scholarships 
to high school seniors. The four 
scholarships are being awarded 
through the Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative (IEC) Memorial Schol¬ 
arship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing 
a college education in the state 
of Illinois are eligible to partici¬ 
pate in the program. Three of the 
four scholarships will be award¬ 
ed to the child of an electric 
cooperative member. The other 

Jennifer 
Rooney has 
been hired as 
the new me¬ 
ter reader for 
Route 7. She 
began read¬ 
ing meters at 
the end of June and reads more 
than 300 meters along the Mis¬ 
sissippi River, between Hamilton 
and Nauvoo. Jennifer and her 
husband, Jeff, have five children. 

Jennifer takes over the route 

$1,000 award will go to the child 
of an electric cooperative direc¬ 
tor or employee. Deadline for 
applications to be returned to 
the cooperative is January 1, 
2005. 

“The purpose of the scholar¬ 
ship program is to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honor¬ 
ing past rural electric leaders 
through memorial gifts,” said 
cooperative Manager Paul M. 
Dion. “Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, and the other Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives want to make a 
difference in their communities. 
One of the best ways we can do 
that is by lending a hand to our 
youth.” 

from Ardath Wepner, who retired 
after reading this route since 
1983. Since (7821-34) her re¬ 
tirement from meter reading, 
Mrs. Wepner has traveled and 

is babysit¬ 
ting for her 
great-grand¬ 
children. She 
says she’s 
enjoying not 
doing much 
of anything. 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, 
college entrance exam scores, 
work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a 
short essay, which demonstrates 
their knowledge of electric coop¬ 
eratives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship program was established 
in 1994 by the board of direc¬ 
tors of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. For further 
information on the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Program, contact 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
at (800) 576-3125 or ask your 
high school guidance counselor. 

Map Location 
Contest 
Winners 

These four lucky people each 
won a $10 credit off their WIEC 
electric bill by finding their map 
location numbers in the August 
and September issues of the 
WIEC News. 

Congratulations! 

Jon Little Jr. William Sikes 
Lois Fowler Dennis Day 

You’ll find your map location 
number on your bill card- just 
keep it handy and check for it 
each month in the WIEC News. 
This is also the number we ask 
for when our members call in for 
an outage or other problem. It is 
a specific number assigned to 
the specific location of that me¬ 
ter. 

Each month we hide four map 
location numbers (6822-1) in the 
center section! Remember, you 
can’t win if you don’t look! 

How does a three-prong 
plug work? What is the 
benefit of using it? 

Frequently Asked Questions 

The third prong on a three-wire cord set provides a path 
to ground for electricity that is straying or leaking from a 
product. This helps protect the equipment and can help pre¬ 
vent electric shock. 

Courtesy of the national Electrical Safety Foundation- http: 
//www. nesf.org. 

New Meter Reader Hired 
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Tree Trimming Is Essential For Reliable Power Delivery 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop’s 

lines and poles are engineered to 
withstand many forces of Mother 
Nature. However, they may not 
withstand the force of a fallen tree 
or large branch, which could lead 
to a disruption of service. Trees 
touching power lines actually drain 
electricity off the electrical system, 
and in severe cases can cause 
our line-protection devices to take 
a circuit out of service. The final 
report of the Federal Energy Regu¬ 
latory Commission investigating 
last year’s massive blackout in the 
Northeast and upper Midwest con¬ 
cluded that trees in the line were 
largely to blame for the outages. 
Voltage dips, caused when trees 
contact a power line, can cause 
power surges that can damage ap¬ 
pliances and sensitive electronics 
in homes and businesses. 

Vegetation management—in¬ 
cluding tree trimming—is an 
important aspect of WIEC’s goal 
of delivering power to you that is 
safe, reliable, and environmentally 
responsible. In fact, our vegetation 
management program can help 
reduce outages caused by things 
such as branches falling on lines 
during storms, shrubbery interfer¬ 
ing with voltage levels, or weeds in 
right-of-way areas making access 
to equipment difficult. 

Here are some questions and 
answers about WIEC’s tree trim¬ 
ming efforts. If you need more de¬ 
tails, please call us. 

Can I trim my own tree? 
Yes, but be extremely careful! 

Do it only if you can maintain a 
safe distance of at least 10 feet 
from power lines and other electri¬ 
cal equipment. There is a serious 
risk for any tree trimmer working 
close to a high-voltage power line. 
In fact, tree trimmers who work in 
close proximity to power lines and 
other equipment are required to 
have special training to ensure their 
safety and that of others nearby. If 
you have a tree that is too close to 
power lines for you to safely prune, 
call WIEC. 

My trees aren’t touching the 
power lines, so why do you have 
to trim them? 

We need to take care of trees 
that could pose safety or reliability 
issues before someone is injured 
or experiences a power outage. 
This applies to trees with branches 
that could come into contact with 
power lines during heavy winds or 
ice, as well as trees with branches 
that could bounce into power lines 
on windy days, causing blinking 
lights or momentary outages. 

How will my trees be pruned? 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 

will prune a tree only when the tree 
poses the safety and reliability risks 
of coming into contact with power 
lines. Our employees carefully fol¬ 
low pruning guidelines according 
to recognized industry standards. 

Why do you have to cut away so 
much of the tree? 

We realize that property own¬ 
ers value their trees. Tree-trimming 
crews are very diligent in trimming 
only what is absolutely necessary. 
National standards require that a 
minimum distance of 10 feet from 
energized or potentially energized 
electrical equipment must be main¬ 
tained. 

The crews also identify ex¬ 
pected growth patterns of trees 
between one pruning and the next 
pruning cycle; some faster-growing 
trees may require more clearance 
than others. 

Will I be notified? 
WIEC makes every effort to 

contact the landowner before non¬ 
emergency trimming begins. We 
have initiated the policy of sending 
post cards to members notifying 
them that there will be trimming 
and cutting in their area. However, 
in emergency situations, such as 
ice storms, wind storms, or car 
accidents, or where emergency 
vegetation management is neces¬ 
sary, we will do what’s necessary to 
restore power to our members. This 
may be done with or without prior 
notification to the landowners or 
members. 

Where should I plant trees and 
shrubs? 

WIEC asks our members to help 
us help you by planning carefully 
when planting trees and shrubs. 
Never plant trees close to power 
lines and keep plants and landscap¬ 
ing away from poles, transformer 
pads, and other equipment. 

When full-grown, trees and 
shrubs must be at least 10 feet 
away from power lines and other 
utility equipment such as transform¬ 
ers. 

WIEC has 1,143 miles of over¬ 
head line in four different counties. 
We have devoted time and money 
to routine tree trimming programs 
that have paid off by having fewer 
outages, better system reliability, 
and shorter outage times. We are 
committed to doing all we can do to 
keep the lights on. 
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Welcome New Members: Summary of 
Board Meeting 
- August 26, 

2004 
Directors present: Gronewold, 

Menke, Morrison, Vaughn, Spory, 
Biery, and Newton. Also present: 
Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
July 2004 was in the amount of 
$39,421; total margins for the 
year as of July 31,2004, were 
$147,287. 

The NRECA Region V meet¬ 
ing will be September 21 through 
September 23, 2004, in LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin. 

The coop’s marketing brochure 
was reviewed by the Board. 

CCS/Soyland is offering the 
EcoEnergy Program to promote 
green energy. 

A donation will be given to Han¬ 
cock Building and Grounds for the 
use of the extension building. 

An ERG loan to Matt and Kelly 
LeMaire for a ground source heat 
pump was approved. 

Early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its of the Dorothy Marshall Estate 
was approved. 

Early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its of the Agatha Vinson Estate 
was approved. 

Early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its of the Golden Locker Coop 
was approved, due to the Coop’s 
ceasing to do business. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regu¬ 
lar board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

I__ I 
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Balcius, Thomas E., Putnam 
Blackburn, Carl, Niota 
Bowden, Paul, Warsaw 
Brown, Michael H., Abingdon 
Dick, Ronald R, Sutter 
Gray, Betty E. & Vernon D., Hamilton 
Happs, Chad, Hamilton 
Henson, Harold & Vickey, Hamilton 
Leasman, Bev, Bowen 
LeMaire, Matt & Kelly, Basco 
Lyons, Ronald, Carthage 
Markey, Chris & Muranda, Burnside 
Moore, Mark & Catherine, Bowen 
My Mathew’s House, Carthage 

WIEC needs to know any time 
a member, or a family member, 
is using medical equipment 
that depends on electricity to 
operate. This applies to oxygen 
tanks, apnea monitors, or any 
of the other medical wonders a 
physician may prescribe. 

Just call the office and ask 
to be put on the prearranged 
outage list. Enrolled members 
will receive a call ahead of time 
when the electricity will be out 
for planned maintenance. That 
way, members will know when 

Neff, Eldon H. & Frances A., 
Dallas City 

Nelson, Mike & Melanie S., Elgin 
Peel, Dawn R. & Kevin S., Hamilton 
Peterson, Frederick E. & Carol B., 

Burlington 
Ruffcorn, Douglas E. & Melissa L, 

Sutter 
Ruffcorn, Eric & Sarah, West Point 
Schaley, Roger W. & Donna M., 

Lomax 
Strope, Ann, Hamilton 
Wilcock, Soyna E, Ft. Madison 

the electricity will be out and for 
how long. 

For unplanned outages 
due to weather or other acts of 
Mother Nature, we make every 
effort to get your power restored 
as quickly as possible. WIEC un¬ 
derstands that electricity is not 
just a convenience, it’s a neces¬ 
sity. 

We also ask that when the 
medical equipment is no longer 
needed, members please call 
the office to be removed from 
the prearranged outage list. 

WIEC's office will be closed 
November 11th in observance 

of Veterans Day. 
As always, in case of power emergencies, 

call (217) 357-3125 or (800) 576-3125. 
Please wait and call for questions concerning billing, 
payment arrangements, security lights, or other non¬ 
emergency matters during normal business hours. 

WIEC's office will be closed 

on Thursday, November 25th 

St* ’ in honor of Thanksgiving. 

r .Al The office will re-open at 

8:00 a.m. on Friday, 

November 26th. 
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over the phone, her shop 
is filled with Christmas gift 
items. Santas, penguins, 
and angels galore are 
there to greet shoppers 
and bolster their holiday 
spirit. There are also bird- 
houses, gazing balls, and 
garden statuary on dis¬ 
play for those who have a 
case of spring fever. 

Weddings are Marty’s 
favorite aspect of the 
floral design business. 
As part of the planning 
process, she sits down 
with the bride and lets 
her pick out what 
she wants. Then, 
if that does not 
fit in her bud¬ 
get, they can 
subtract from 
there. If the 
bride doesn’t 
happen to live 
close by, that’s 
okay too. Hilltop 
has provided flow¬ 
ers for a wedding that 
was completely planned 
over the Internet. 

Weddings are a happy, 
special time that forge a posi¬ 
tive relationship that will be 
remembered by her customers. 
Because of this positive experi¬ 
ence, they remember Hilltop for 

■ Continued on 16b 

How does a small, rural 
floral shop finds its 
niche to stay in busi¬ 
ness? Hilltop Floral, 

owned by WIEC member Marty 
Hopp, does it by offering out¬ 
standing personal service along 
with creative floral artistry. 

In 1996, Marty opened Hilltop 
Floral. The store was built near 
her home as a labor of love, by 
her two sons, Tom and Bob. She 
laughs, “I always thought that if 
this didn’t work, it would make a 
great cabin.” She said opening a 
shop in town was a “whole differ¬ 
ent ball game.” 

Since she’s been in the floral 
business for more than 20 years, 
Marty knew she wanted her shop 
to offer great personal service. 
She knew that due to her rural lo¬ 
cation, she wouldn’t have a lot of 
people coming by her shop, and 
that the majority of her business 
would be over the phone and/or 
over the wire service. Of her two 
part-time and three seasonal 
(6830-19-2) employees, Marty 
proudly says, “I have a great staff 
who are gracious on the phone 
and will help the customer spend 
their floral dollars wisely.” They 
will listen to the caller and can 
provide options for the customer 
to choose from. 

Although the largest seg¬ 
ment of her business is handled 
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Continued from 16a 

all the special occasions, both 
happy, such as a new baby, new 
job or new home, and sad, such 
as illness or the death of a family 
member or friend. 

When called in to do casket 
flowers due to a death, Marty 
says, “I go to them and will sit 
around the table, get to know 
them and the deceased before I 
talk flowers.” By getting to know 
them on a deeper level, Marty 
can make the funeral flower 
arrangements more personal, 
more fitting to the deceased’s 
individual style. She has put fish¬ 
ing poles and doilies into differ¬ 
ent casket sprays to make them 
reflect the personality of those 
they are honoring. 

The floral industry has 
changed over the years Marty 
has been in the business. There 

are less real flowers used and 
more silk, especially at Christ¬ 
mas time. Houses with real 
Christmas trees are becoming 
fewer in number, as silk or artifi¬ 
cial trees are becoming the stan¬ 
dard. Also, the traditional colors 
of red, green, and white are not 
the only colors used in holiday 
decor. Decorations have come 
to reflect the decor of the home 
or interests of those that live 
there. Theme trees are gaining 
popularity, with the Red Hat So¬ 
ciety and patriotic/military trees 
hot this year. 

Hilltop Floral isn’t the biggest 
floral shop in the area, but that’s 
okay with Marty. What’s impor¬ 
tant is building lasting relation¬ 
ships with her customers as she 
and her staff provide them with 
beautiful floral arrangements. 

Deck the Halls • Safely How to Each year, improper 
installation and use of 
holiday lighting and 
decorations cause 

thousands of avoidable electrical 
fires and injuries. 

Look for and eliminate po¬ 
tential dangers due to holiday 
lighting, decorating, and enter¬ 
taining. 
■ Use only lights that have 

been safety tested and ap¬ 
proved by Underwriters 
Laboratory (UL). Look for the 
UL label on the box and on 
each string. 

■ Place fresh-cut trees away 
from heat sources such as 
heat registers, fireplaces, 
radiators, and televisions. 
Water the tree frequently. 

■ Before plugging in the lights, 
check each string for broken 
sockets, frayed cords, or 
faulty plugs. Replace dam¬ 
aged strings. 

■ Make sure extension cords 
are in good condition. Use 
only UL-approved cords rat¬ 
ed to carry the electrical load 
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you will connect to them. 
■ Keep electric cords away 

from high-traffic areas. Don’t 
stretch them across a room 
where people can trip over 
them. Likewise, don’t hide 
them under rugs or carpets. 

■ Always unplug lights before 
going to bed or leaving your 
home. 

■ Outdoors, use only lights 
and cords rated for outdoor 
use. Do not lay cords across 
sidewalks, decks, or other 
walkways. 

■ Cords should be plugged 
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into outlets equipped with 
ground fault circuit interrupt¬ 
ers (GFCIs). Use a portable 
GFCI if your outdoor outlets 
don’t have them. 

■ Do not attach cords or lights 
to metal objects. 

■ Never plug more than two 
home appliances into an 
outlet at once. Use surge pro 
tectors and power strips for 
multiple plugs, and use only 
outlets designed to handle 
multiple plugs. 

For more information, visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org. 



Youth to Washington Tour Program 
estern Illinois Electrical 
Coop, is again participat¬ 

ing in the Youth to Washington 
Tour program. This program 
awards six deserving students a 
trip to Youth Day in Springfield 
to visit the Illinois State Capitol 
and see state government in ac¬ 
tion. One of those six students 
will be awarded the trip to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. and be among the 
1,500 students who descend 
on our nation’s Capital during 
the “Youth to Washington” tour 
during the week of June 17-24, 
2005. “This deserving student 
will do and see more in one short 
week than one would ever dream 
possible,” said Paul Dion, WIEC 
Manager. 

For more information about 
the trip, go to aiec.coop Web site 
and look under the youth pro¬ 
gram tab. 

Students go on to our nation’s 
capital two different ways. They 
can earn an all expense paid 
trip to Washington that includes 
transportation, lodging, and 
meals, or they can pay for it out¬ 
right. To earn the trip, the appli¬ 
cant must be a son or daughter 
of an active WIEC member and 
should be a sophomore, junior, 
or senior student. The winners 
will be determined based on the 
applicant’s original essay that 
demonstrates their knowledge 
and understanding of electrical 
cooperatives. (9512-34) 

Application packets will be 

available at the WIEC office and 
your high school’s guidance 
counselor’s office on December 
1,2004. Applications are due 
back to the WIEC office by Feb¬ 
ruary 15, 2005. 

The second option is to pur¬ 
chase the trip to Washington, 
D.C. for $950, which includes 
transportation to Washington, 

D.C. from Springfield, lodging 
and meals. This is open to any 
high school sophomore, junior, 
or senior student, regardless 
of who is their electric service 
provider. Those who want to use 
this method should contact the 
WIEC office soon, as it’s subject 
to availability. 

Josh Siverly, Carthage, and U.S. Representative Lane Evans. 

2004 Youth to Washington 

WINNER 

iHey, college bound seniors) 
Don’t forget that all applications for the IEC Memorial Scholarship must be 
turned into the WIEC office by January 1,2005. 

For further information on the IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, con¬ 
tact Western Illinois Electrical Coop, at (800) 576-3125 or ask your high school 
guidance counselor. A good source for information about cooperatives can be 
found on-line at WIEC’s own Web site, wiec.net. Good luck! 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 

President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/!reasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Dave Biery - 
Carthage 

Director, 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. /L(~'^iC 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 
Summary of Board Meeting 

September 30, 2004 Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Morrison, Vaughn, Spo¬ 

ry, Biery, and Newton. Also pres¬ 
ent: Dion & Hartzell. (5820-15) 

A margin for the month of 
August 2004 was in the amount 
of $12,594; total margins for the 
year as of August 31,2004, were 
$159,881. 

President Gronewold appointed 
the following committees: By- 
Laws/Policv Review Committee: 
Director Spory, Chair; Director 
Menke; Director Newton; and At¬ 

torney Hartzell; and Labor Relations 
Committee: Director Vaughn, Chair; 
Director Morrison; and Director 
Biery. 

The annual informational meet¬ 
ings with member groups will be 
held in November. Operations will 
be held on Monday, November 1, 
2004, at 7:00 p.m.; Member Ser¬ 
vices will be held on Thursday, No¬ 
vember 4, 2004, at 7:00 p.m.; and 
Finance will be held on Monday, 
November 8, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. 

The November board meeting 
will be Tuesday, November 30, 
2004, at 7:00 p.m. 

Early retirement of capital credits 
of the Eldon Heitman Estate was 
approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 

Vegetation Management 

We plan to have crews per¬ 
forming routine tree (9622- 

22-15-2) trimming starting 
December 1,2004, in all or parts 
of the following townships: 

In Hancock County: 
Appanoose, Pontoosuc, 
Dallas City, Durham, Sonora 
Rock Creek, Montebello, 
Prairie, Wythe, Bear Creek 

Due to the advanced printing of 
this issue of the WIEC News, these 
plans are subject to change. If there 
are questions or concerns, please 
contact our office during normal 
business hours at (217) 357-3125 
or (800) 576-3125. For more infor¬ 
mation concerning our vegetation 
management policy, check out our 
website at www.wiec.net under the 
“program” tab. 

WIEC’s office will close at Noon on 
December 23 and reopen Decern 

ber 27 for the Christmas Holiday. 
WIEC will also close at Noon on 

December 30 and reopen on January 3 
for the New Year Holiday. f 

Bryant, Mike M. & Tina M., Warsaw 
Ellery, Robert L, Quincy 

Enzeroth, Kevin & Paula, Carthage 
Feeney, Amanda & John, Hamilton 
Folger, Kenneth C., Burlington, IA 
Fry, Nathan & Stacey, West Point 
Glasgow, Sandra K., Gladstone 

Glenview Pork, Plymouth 
Griffiths, David, Carthage 

Groth, Doug DVM & Eva M. DVM, Carthage 

Huls, Amy, Carthage 
James, Grant N. & Bobi G., LaHarpe 

Johnsonville Farms, Inc., Carman 
Klingler, Darin & Samantha, Carthage 

Krow, James, Dallas City 
Loos, Albert W. Ill, Sutter 

Neff, Josiah & Erin, LaHarpe 
Nuebel, Kevin E. & Jessica L, Dallas City 

Reidner Bros., Burnside 
Transmontaigne Pipeline, Denver, CO 
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