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Little things can 
add up - quickly 
 16b 

How much electricity 
does an electric motor 
use 16c 

Touchstone ad 16d 

his school year, Wayne- 
■ White Counties Electric 

Cooperative has em¬ 
braced our Commitment 

to Community in a new and 
powerful way. We have formed a 

team of Education Enthusiasts with 
Illinois’ Touchstone Cooperatives. 

Schools are doing one of the 
most important jobs for our families, 
our communities and our nation and 
we want to say Thank You! The best 
way we know to do that is to help 
our educators have access to the 
best classroom materials available. 
Therefore, we are providing free 
classroom materials from two pre¬ 
mier educational organizations: the 
Discovery Channel and EnergyNet. 
Materials are available for all grade 
levels. 

After hearing what will be hap¬ 
pening in local classrooms, you 
might just want to go back to school! 

Never hear “Why do I have to 
learn this?” again! 

Elementary students become En¬ 
ergy Detectives and solve the seven 
cases of The Great Energy Caper. 
Energy Detectives will learn the 3 
E"s: Energy, Environment and Eco¬ 
nomics. They will conduct Stakeouts 
to identify Energy Suspects and will 
work with an online Secret Agent 
who will help them reform the me¬ 
chanical, physical and human energy 
thieves. 

Teachers receive classroom-ready 
activities, a classroom Big Book, as¬ 
sessment tools and strategies, an 
online Secret Agent and more. As 

they solve The Great Energy Caper, 
students learn and apply Math, Sci¬ 
ence, Technology, Language Arts and 
Life skills. 

■ Discovery School 
Using the Discovery Channel 

materials, middle school students 
learn about electricity. They can make 
a battery from a lemon, investigate 
energy careers or learn about new 
energy sources from Earth and Space. 
Teachers receive videos, a CD-ROM, 
student workbooks and a teacher’s 
guide. 

■ Open an energy consulting 
business in your classroom 

Students in grades 6-12 become 
Energy Auditors and conduct physi¬ 
cal, fiscal and behavioral audits of 
their schools and homes. Using the 
data they gather, students will de¬ 
termine and implement the most 
cost-effective ways to reduce the 
costs of energy use in their schools 
and homes. They will be required to 
use skills in math, science, language 
arts, technology, problem solving and 
team work to produce their energy 
saving results. 

Teachers receive classroom-ready 
activities, a Guest Speaker CD-ROM 
with narrated PowerPoint Presenta¬ 
tions, assessment tools and strate¬ 
gies, online data tools and more. 

To learn more about these class¬ 
room projects, contact EnergyNet at 
(877) 359-3638, or Jerry Houser, VP 
Member Services, Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative, (618) 842- 
2196. 

JANUARY 2004 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

CM 
o 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rsh
ip 

• 
Vo

lun
tar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rsh

ip 
• 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rsh
ip 



auickly can add up 
uch! Just got your 

energy bill and it’s 
a little higher than 

what you expected? In 
many cases, the energy 

bandit is not lurking inside 
your house. It’s looming out¬ 
side in your garage or even in 
a held. 

Given our cold winters, 
it’s not unusual for people to 
use space heaters or engine 
block heaters in their garage 
and livestock tank heaters 
for their farming operations. 
They do the job, of course, 
but at a price. 

For example, a 1,500-watt 
space heater running only 
six hours a day will consume 
270 kWh each month, which 
will cost you approximately 
$27. Ouch! And that engine 
block heater running the 
same six hours daily could 
cost between $14 and $28 per 
month. 

Outside, a livestock water 
tank heater in an open lot will 
use more than 1,200 kWh per 
season. That will cost you an 
extra $120 over the course of 
the winter. 

Even something as inno¬ 
cent looking as a heat lamp 
can be an energy hog. For 
every hour a 250-watt lamp is 
on, it will cost you approxi¬ 
mately two and a half cents. 
Now multiply that by 10 hours 
a day for a 30-day cycle, and 
that lamp will cost you ap¬ 
proximately $7.50 to operate. 

So before these appliances 
take a big bite our of your en¬ 
ergy budget, ask yourself how 
you can make better decisions 
on when and how long to use 
them. A little prior planning 
may prevent some unpleasant 
consequences in the future. 
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Why demand? 
ome consum¬ 

ers have asked 
recently about 

the demand 
charge on their 

billing. Electric 
utility rates can be quite 
complicated and confus¬ 
ing. Typically, wholesale 
contracts with electricity 
generators include a de¬ 
mand charge and an energy 
charge. That same type of 
billing is used with com¬ 
mercial and industrial cus¬ 
tomers based on another 
complicated quirk of electric 
rates—load factor. 

The demand charge pays 
for the capacity the utility 
has to maintain to provide a 
reliable supply of electricity. 
Energy charge is just what 
the name implies—the cost 
of energy produced and sold 
to consumers. 

Think of your energy bill 
as a passenger vehicle. Dif¬ 
ferent people have different 
capacity requirements. For 
example, a single college 
student can get by with a 
much smaller vehicle than 
a bus company that trans¬ 
ports passengers. Demand is 
much like the payment you 
have to make to assure you 
that have a large enough ve¬ 
hicle to meet your needs. 

The bus costs more to 
own than the small passen¬ 
ger car. 

The energy charge is 
like the gas you put in the 
vehicle to power it. 

Load factor is like the 
fuel efficiency performance 
of your vehicle. 

In residential applica¬ 
tions, the demand and en¬ 
ergy charges are blended 
together. With commercial 
and industrial accounts— 
which are much more en¬ 
ergy intensive—the two are 
separated, but the energy 
charge itself is lower than 
it is with a home so that it’s 
still fair to consumers. 

16b 



Your window air conditioner 
may still be cooling your 
home this winter Wp hen you 

turned on your 
window air con¬ 

ditioner this fall, 
^ it may not have 

stopped cooling your home. 
If it doesn’t fit properly, it’s 
allowing cold air to sneak in 
around the sides, top and 
bottom. So, the colder it gets 
outside, the more cool air you get inside. That puts 
an extra strain on your heating system and costs you 
more in energy expenses. An easy way to find out if 
your air conditioner is still cooling your home is to 
simply pass your hand across the area surrounding it 
on a cold, windy day. If you feel a draft, head for your 
local hardware store. They’ll give you an easy, inex¬ 
pensive way to stop the cold air. 

How much electricity does 
an electric motor use? 

question we are asked almost on a 
weekly basis, especially during grain 

drying time, is how much electricity are 
my electric motors using? 

The amount of electricity any electric 
mdlor will use is determined by the size of the mo¬ 

tor in horsepower (hp). 
Generally, we figure 1 
kilowatt-hour (kwh) of 
electric consumption 
per hour for every hp of 
the motor. A 10 hp mo¬ 
tor would use 10 kwhs 
of electricity for every 
hour it was running. 

Horsepower is mea¬ 
sured as a unit of me¬ 
chanical power equal to 746 watts of electric power. 

Under ideal conditions a 1 hp motor would use 746 
watts of electric energy for every hour it was running. 
However, no motor is 100 percent efficient; therefore, 
when estimating the operating cost of a motor (of 1 hp 
or larger) it is good practice to estimate 1,000 watts of 
power consumption for each hp output. For fractional 
hp motors, it is good practice to estimate 1200 watts of 
power consumption for each hp output. For example, 
a 1/4 hp motor operating for 2 hours at 300 watts per 
hour would use about 600 watt hours or 0.6 kwhs; and 
a 2 hp motor operating for 2 hours at 2,000 watts per 
hour would use about 4,000 watts or 4 kwhs. 

Our office will be 
closed Thursday, 
January 1, 2004 

for New Year’s Day. 
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The most important people to you are 
also the most important 

people to us Through a partnership among Touchstone Energy, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and the American Football Coaches Association, 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative is distributing free inkless 

child identification kits for kids in grades 10-12 in your area. Parents can follow 
the easy directions in the kit, and once completed, the kit can be stored in a safe 
place. 

Should your child ever disappear for any reason, you would forward the kit 
to law enforcement, and your child’s information would be entered into a na- 
tional database of missing children. Before now, only 2 percent of our country’s 
children had been fingerprinted. Making these kits available is changing that 
statistic. 

Children are a precious commodity, and the responsibility to keep them safe 
rests on all of our shoulders. j_ 

Touchstone Energy '1 

Cooperatives 

We are the power of human connections 
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Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative named 
by National Arbor Day 
Foundation to receive 2004 
Tree Line USA Award 
The National Arbor Day 

Foundation has named 
Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative a Tree Line USA 
utility for the second year. 

The Tree Line USA program is 
sponsored by the Arbor Day Foun¬ 
dation in cooperation with the Na¬ 
tional Association of State Foresters 
and recognizes utilities that meet 
three requirements: a program of 
quality tree care, annual worker 
training in quality tree care prac¬ 
tices, and a tree planting and public 
education program. 

“Trees are a vital component 
of the infrastructure in our towns 
and cities, and provide many envi¬ 
ronmental and economic benefits. 
Trees make our communities more 
livable, increase property values, 
and help clean the air,” National Ar¬ 
bor Day Foundation President John 
Rosenow said. “And trees conserve 
energy, which is especially impor¬ 
tant to utilities as peak demand is 
reduced.” 

Rosenow also said,’The com¬ 
mitment of the Tree Line USA 
utilities to protect community trees 
while providing reliable service 
not only helps to provide beautiful 
trees for the future, but also results 
in long-term operational savings for 
the utility. 

“Reforming the outdated line- 
clearance practice of mutilating 
trees by topping is a major ob¬ 
jective of Tree Line USA. Natural 
pruning, which trains trees to grow 
around the wires and retain more 
of their natural form, is better for 

FEBRUARY 2004 

the health of the trees and improves 
their appearance. Natural pruning 
also saves money for the utilities, 
because it has to be done less fre¬ 
quently than topping.” 

Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative will be recognized dur¬ 
ing the Arbor Day Foundation’s 11th 

annual Trees and Utilities Confer¬ 
ence in Omaha, during March 29- 

31, 2004. 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 

Cooperative’s right-of-way program 
is managed by Jim Gifford. 
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You can build a certifiably comfortable home 

v we can 
help both the 
member and 
the builder 
understand 
what we’ve 

learned 
about energy 

efficiency 
building 

techniques 
our members 
are going to 
be happier 

with their new 
home. 

Building the home 
of your dreams 

O 

many years electric co 
erative energy advisors 

across the state have been 
helping members who are building 
new homes make sure their homes 
are energy efficient and comfort¬ 
able. Several years ago these co-op 
energy experts put their heads 
together and produced an easy to 
read manual called “The Certified 
Comfort Home.” Now that manual 
has been updated and is available 
free of charge to electric co-op 
members. 

“We know there is a lot of in¬ 
formation out there on energy effi¬ 
ciency and building techniques and 
materials, but we wanted to distill 
that down into practical advice 
that all of the co-op energy advi¬ 
sors have learned over the years,” 
says Jerry Houser, Member Services 
at Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative. “One of the problems 
we’ve found is even some builders 
and contractors don’t always under¬ 
stand that building energy efficien¬ 
cy into a new house really doesn’t 
take much more money or effort. 

If we can help both 
the member and the 
builder understand 
what we’ve learned 
about energy ef¬ 
ficiency building 
techniques our 
members are going 
to be happier with 
their new home. 
They ’re going to 
be comfortable 
and their energy 
bills are going to 
be lower.” 

Although 

the “Certified 
Comfort Home” 
manual contains 
fairly detailed 
instructions 
and diagrams it 
is also easy for 

the consumer without any construc¬ 
tion background to understand. 

Jerry says, “Even though we 
wanted this manual to be complete 
and have plenty of detail, we know 
that people often just want the 
simple facts. So right up front near 
the index we boiled it all down 
into a simple bulleted list of the 
main facts we want our members to 
remember when they build a new 
home.” 

If you don’t remember 
anything else 
remember this... 
• Though some of the items 
presented in this booklet seem in¬ 
significant, it is the use of the total 
concept that provides for large en¬ 
ergy savings. 
• Corner and partition construc¬ 
tion should minimize air pockets 
and allow for full insulation. 
• It is recommended that cellu¬ 
lose insulation be used in ceilings 
and walls. 
• When insulating the basement 
or crawl space, do not forget to in¬ 
sulate the box sill. 
• Caulking and sealing of the 
exterior wall and its components 
is very important to the overall ef¬ 
ficiency of the home. 
• The attic area should be insu¬ 
lated to a minimum R-40. 
• Basements have more heat loss 
than most people realize. 
• Geothermal and air to air heat 
pumps, which move heat energy 
rather than create it, can be three 
times more efficient than gas fur¬ 
naces. 
• Because windows and glass 
doors are major areas of heat loss 
and gain, they should be sized so 
they are no more than 10 percent 
of the floor area. 

For the complete Certified 
Comfort Home manual just call 
Jerry Houser at Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative (618-842- 
2196). 
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Grant money available for geothermal 
energy systems 
^tfB^ommunities and non-profit 

organizations served by an 
Illinois electric coopera¬ 

tive can now receive up to $50,000 
to help with the installation of geo¬ 
thermal heating and cooling systems 
through a grant program adminis¬ 
tered by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) and 
funded by the Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation. 

The U.S. Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency calls geothermal heating 
and cooling systems “the most energy 
efficient, environmentally clean and 
cost-effective space conditioning sys¬ 
tems available.” 

Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative’s Manager Rick Colgan 
says, “We are very excited about the 
availability of this grant because 
this will really help some of our lo¬ 
cal schools or churches save money 
on their monthly energy bills. Geo¬ 
thermal systems on average can cut 
energy expenses by 50 percent, and 
have been proven to decrease mainte¬ 
nance costs as well. 

“Wayne-White looks forward to 

collaborating with the Il¬ 
linois Clean Energy Com¬ 
munity Foundation on 
this program, which will 
promote a proven, under¬ 
utilized, energy-saving 
clean technology.” 

’’The Illinois Clean Energy Com¬ 
munity Foundation appreciates the 
leadership of the electric coopera¬ 
tives on this effort,” says James Mann, 
Executive Director of Illinois Clean 
Energy Community Foundation. 
“We see this as a breakthrough op¬ 
portunity for public and non-profit 
organizations. They can benefit from 
improved comfort in their facilities, 
lower operating and maintenance 
costs and reduced energy use, lead¬ 
ing to less pollution in Illinois com¬ 
munities.” 

For more information about the 
geothermal system funding program, 
contact Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Member Services, 
Jerry Houser, at (618) 842-2196 or 
the Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives at (217)529-5561, or go to 
www.aiec.coop. 

GEO ALLIANCE 
Promoting the installation of energy efficient geothermal systems 

“We are 
very excited 
about the 

availability 
of this grant 
because this 
will really 
help some 

of our local 
schools or 

churches save 
money on 

their monthly 
energy bills." 

Check electrical outlets 
ever overload electrical 
outlets and circuits. Over¬ 
loaded electrical outlets, 

or overloaded circuits that supply 
power to several outlets, are a major 
cause of residential fires. Overloaded 
outlets and circuits carry too much 
electricity, which generates heat in 
undetectable amounts. The heat 
causes wear on the internal wiring 
system and can ignite a fire. 

All wiring systems should have 
circuit breakers or fuses that discon¬ 
nect power when circuits become 
overloaded. However, an improperly 
sized fuse or breaker can cancel this 
built-in safety feature. 

To prevent overloading, never 
plug more than two appliances into 
an outlet at once or “piggyback” extra 

appliances on extension cords or wall 
outlets. Use only outlets designed to 
handle multiple plugs. 

Give special consideration to 
appliances that use 1,000 or more 
watts, such as air conditioners, refrig¬ 
erators, hot plates, irons, microwave 
ovens, dishwashers, heaters and deep 
fryers. Avoid plugging them into the 
same outlet or circuit. To use these 
appliances safely, know which outlets 
are connected to the same electrical 
circuit in your home. Do not exceed 
1,500 watts for each outlet or circuit. 
Wattage requirements are listed in 
appliance manufacturers instructions. 

Begin a habit of regularly check¬ 
ing electrical cords and outlets. Fires 
that begin in these areas are difficult 
to detect, yet easy to prevent. 

Wayne-White 
Counties 

Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
PO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 

8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
Web address: 

www.wwcec.com 
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Handyman electrical safety tips Planning a home im¬ 
provement project? 
Always remember that 

working near electrical wires or 
equipment can be dangerous 
and require special precautions 
and procedures: 

Wear appropriate clothing, 
shoes and headgear for the 
job to be done. 

A hard hat and steel-toed 
footwear will help protect you 
from falling objects. Rubber 
heels and soles without nails 
help insulate against shock. 
Clothing should fit well and not 
be too loose or baggy. Do not 
wear metal rings and watchbands 
that might get caught on some¬ 
thing. Wear safety glasses if there 
is a chance of flying particles. 

Use tools that protect you. 
Use only UL-listed power 

tools. Double insulated power 

tools offer valuable protection 
against electric shock. Hand 
tools, like screwdrivers and pliers, 
should have insulated handles. 

Keep tools in good condition. 
Repair or replace damaged 

tools. If an extension cord is 
used, be sure it is 
protected by a GFCI. 

Use Ground Fault 
Circuit Interrupters 
(GFCI) on power 
sources. 

If you are in the 
process of construc¬ 
tion and the power 
source is not protect¬ 
ed by a GFCI breaker 
or outlet, use the por¬ 
table type on an extension cord. 

Keep the work area clean. 
Good housekeeping habits 

can prevent serious injuries. 

When working in a damp loca¬ 
tion, take precautions against 
shock. 

Do not stand on wet ground 
or a damp floor when using electri¬ 
cal equipment. Stand on a rubber 
mat or other non-conducting mate¬ 
rial for protection. Use a GFCI. 

Never work on a “hot” 
electrical circuit. 

Disconnect power 
to the branch before 
you work on wiring or 
equipment. Test the 
circuit to be sure it is 
not live by plugging in 
a lamp or circuit tester. 
Lock out tag-out to 
prevent another person 

from turning power back on. 
Whenever home repairs re¬ 

quire a ladder, look up before 
you go up and - if outdoors - stay 
away from any power line. 

Mark your 
calendar! 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative’s 

Annual Meeting 
will be held 

April 2, 2004, 
at the 

Hamilton County 
High School in 
McLeansboro. 

How much do 
coet you? 
Ybu can easily determine 

how much it cost you to 
power your lights each 

month. There are some things you 
need to know first. Kilowatt Hour 
(kwh) = consumption of 1,000 
watts for one hour. This is the unit 
by which electricity is sold, and 
equivalent to leaving a 100-watt 
light bulb on for 10 hours. Each 
kwh used cost you 10 cents (based 
on residential rates and the first 
750 kwh used). 

Now, to figure out how much 
electricity your lights use, add up 
the number of watts consumed 
by each light bulb in your office, 
home, or shop. Four-foot fluores¬ 
cent tubes can consume 25, 34 or 
40 watts each, and they are often 
mounted in pairs. Divide the total 
watts by 1,000 to get kwh and 

those lights 

multiply by the number of hours 
the lamps are used per day to get 
the number of kwh consumed 
on a daily basis. To find out your 
monthly cost, multiply the daily 
kwh by 30 and then by 0.10 
(or 10 cents). 
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Cooperative Hosts Annual 
Meeting for Members 
-Business and Pleasure Mixed- 
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pril 2 will mark the annual 
Wayne-White Counties 

^^^^MElectric Cooperative meet¬ 
ing. All members are encouraged to 
come and meet with directors and 
employees to discuss important is¬ 
sues within the cooperative. Don’t 
worry; this meeting won’t be purely 
business. 

“We re excited about this 
meeting as an opportunity to hear 
from our members about upcom¬ 
ing issues, but cooperatives aren’t 
stuffy organizations. This isn’t your 
typical annual meeting,” said Rick 
Colgan, president and CEO of 
Wayne-White. “We'll be providing 
informational displays, door prizes, 
attendance gifts and a great meal to 
our owners, as well as a chance to 
vote on cooperative business deci¬ 
sions.” 

On the docket for discussion 
are several bylaws that face chang¬ 
es. Members of the cooperative 
will receive copies of the proposed 
changes prior to the meeting in 
order to form opinions and contrib¬ 
ute in a vote during the meeting. 
Also, three directors on the board 
face the end of their terms. At the 
time this article was written, it was 
unknown whether they 

will run unchallenged. This infor¬ 
mation will be provided to mem¬ 
bers via the annual meeting notice. 

Because of these issues at hand, 
Colgan stressed the importance of 
member attendance. “Since con¬ 
sumers in the system are really 
shareholders, it’s important they are 
present to vote and communicate 
with us,” Colgan said. “It is a goal of 
cooperatives to be accountable to 
those members, but they have to be 
there for us to hear them.” 

The meeting previously has 
been held in the Fairfield Com¬ 
munity High School in Fairfield but 
this year will be at the Hamilton 
County High School in McLeans- 
boro, IF. Colgan felt it was impor¬ 
tant to schedule this year’s meeting 
to reach another part of the area 
served by the cooperative. “The an¬ 
nual meeting is a unique trademark 
of cooperatives. We want our mem¬ 
bers to be proud and involved-and 
have some fun,” said Colgan. “We 
hope to see everyone there.” Plan 
to be at the Hamilton County High 
School on April 2. The doors will 
open for the meal at 5:00 p.m. For 
more information, contact Jerry 
Houser, Wayne White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s Vice President, 
Member Services at (618) 842-2196. 
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Have flood waters found their way into 
your basement or home? Here are some tips from 

Wayne-White Electric 
Cooperative on how to 

deal with a flooded area of your 
home. Though your first thought 
may be to rush to the basement 
and save any stored items, al¬ 
ways remember to watch for 
electrical hazards before going 
near flooded areas or damaged 
appliances. 

When a flood occurs 
• Never step into a flooded base¬ 
ment or other room if water may 
be in contact with electrical out¬ 
lets, appliances or cords. 
• Never attempt to turn off 
power at the breaker box if you 
must stand in water to do so. If 
you can’t reach it safely, call your 
electric utility to shut off power 
at the meter. 
• Never use electric appliances 
or touch electric wires, switches 
or fuses when you’re wet or 
when you’re standing in water. 
• Keep electric tools and equip¬ 
ment at least 10 feet away from 
wet surfaces. 

Clean-up 
• Floodwaters and mud often 
contain sewage, hazardous ma¬ 
terials and microorganisms that 
make decontamination a critical 
but sometimes neglected part of 
the clean up process. Improper 
cleaning can cause mold to grow 
and cause allergic reactions. 
• Treat the affected area with a 
solution of 5 to 10 percent chlo¬ 
rine bleach and water. Repeat at 
least twice within 30 minutes. 
Ventilate the area and wear a 
mask and latex gloves to protect 
yourself. 
• Keep in mind that cleaning 
is just the first step. Drying out 
the basement or home can take 
several days or months depend¬ 

ing on the flood damage and 
weather after the storm. 

Structures 
• Seal any new cracks caused 
by wood framing swelling and 
shrinking to prevent air infiltra¬ 
tion. 
• Drywall and insulation act like 
a sponge and in almost every 
case should be removed and re¬ 
placed. 
• Remove floor coverings to 
speed drying of the sub-floor. 
In a crawl space or basement 
remove all wet insulation and 
plastic sheeting. 
• It may not be a good idea to 
remove standing water in base¬ 
ments immediately. Ground 
water outside the basement is 
pushing hard against basement 
walls at the same time water in 
the basement is pushing out. 
Keep the sides balanced until wa¬ 
ter subsides, otherwise the base¬ 
ment floor and walls may crack. 

Appliances 
• To repair or replace appliances 
is a tough decision. By replacing 
appliances, you will avoid a long 
list of problems and you’ll also 
benefit from the increased ener¬ 
gy efficiency of new appliances. 
If you decided to repair systems 
and appliances, they should be 
cleaned, dried, disinfected and 
thoroughly checked by a quali¬ 
fied professional before use. 
• Water heaters, either gas or 
electric, are often better replaced 
than repaired. Valves and con¬ 
trols on gas water heaters can 
corrode. Thermostats and con¬ 
trols on electric water heaters 
will also need to be replaced. 
And insulation on either type 
will take a long time to dry and 
probably cause corrosion of the 
tank. 

• Heating and air conditioning 
equipment should also be re¬ 
placed in most cases. Even if gas 
valves, pressure regulators, con¬ 
trols and motors are replaced, 
parts may corrode later, causing 
malfunctions, loss of efficiency 
or safety problems. 
• Refrigerators and freezers, like 
heat pumps and air conditioners, 
should probably be replaced. 
Wet, contaminated insulation 
can be very slow to dry and will 
be conducive to bacteria growth, 
and that’s not something you 
want around your food. Refrig¬ 
erators, like heat pumps and air 
conditioners, are sealed refriger¬ 
ation systems. Unless punctured 
during the flood, that part of the 
system may be in good shape. 
But bottom-mounted condens¬ 
ers and fan motors should be 
checked and may need replac¬ 
ing. 
• Like refrigerators, washing 
machines and dryers may need 
replacement rather than repair. 
• Other small appliances like mi¬ 
crowaves and TVs may just need 
to be cleaned, dried and disin¬ 
fected inside and out. Be sure 
to allow plenty of drying time 
before testing. 
• Work with your insurance ad¬ 
juster to decide on repair versus 
replacement decisions. 

For more 
information 

To find out more about what 
to do in case of flooding, check 
out www.safeelectricy.org. Or 
contact the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration for 
a free publication called “Re¬ 
pairing your flooded home” or 
insurance information at (800) 

427-5593 or www.fema.gove/ 
library. 
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Arc-fault circuit interrupter protection An arc-fault circuit in¬ 
terrupter (AFCI) is a 
recently developed 

electrical safety device for homes 
that provides enhanced protec¬ 
tion from fires resulting from 
unsafe home wiring conditions. 
The 2002 edition of the National 
Electrical Code now requires 
AFCIs for bedroom circuits in 
new residential construction. 
AFCIs can be installed in any 15 
or 20-ampere branch circuit in a 
home and are currently available 
as circuit breakers with built-in 
AFCI features. In the near future, 
other types of devices with AFCI 
protection will be available. 

Many people are familiar 
with a “short circuit,” which is 
a type of fault that occurs when 
two conductors of an electric 
circuit touch each other. The 
current flow caused by a short 
circuit is usually high and rapid 
and is quickly detected and 
halted by conventional circuit 
protective devices, such as fuses 
or circuit breakers. 

An arc-fault, however, is 
characterized by the low and er¬ 
ratic flow of electricity. Due to 
these types of characteristics, 
arc faults occurring in damaged 
electrical cords or cables can 
continue undetected by conven¬ 
tional circuit protective devices. 
This leads to hazardous situa¬ 
tions such as igniting of nearby 
combustible materials. 

Some typical causes of dan¬ 
gerous arcing faults 

Damaged, abused or worn 
extension cords can pose an arc¬ 
ing situation. 

A nail from a picture hanger 
can break the insulation and 
cause arcing. 

When furniture is pushed 
up against or rests on a cord, the 
deterioration of the insulation 
may be greatly increased. These 
damaged cords then become a 

potential condition for arcing. 
Cords that get caught in 

door jambs. The constant ac¬ 
tion of opening and closing can 
deteriorate the cable insulation, 
allowing arcing to occur. 

Arcing to ground can occur 
in a wall plug or switch that was 
not properly installed or where 
connections become loose. 

The Consumer Products 
Safety Commission recently re¬ 
ported that more than 451,000 
residential fires occur every year 
and more than one-third of these 
are the result of electrical system 
problems. According to U.S. De¬ 
partment of Commerce figures, 
these electrical fires cause some 
350 deaths, 1,700 injuries and 
$700 billion in property damage 
annually. Many of these fires can 
be directly related to an arc-fault. 

Residential electric-related 
fires are started by the electrical 
circuitry as often as the electric 
appliance itself. The exposed 
electric cables that run through¬ 
out a home, as well as the elec¬ 
tric cords of appliances, are all 
subject to abuse and can cause 
arc faults. 

The National Electrical Code 
(NEC) recognized the potential 
for arc-fault occurrence and 
has incorporated an important 
requirement in Section 210-12 
of the 2002 edition of the NEC. 
It is important to note that this 
NEC requirement took effect on 
January 1, 2002. This section is 
entitled “Arc-Fault Circuit Inter¬ 
rupter Protection.” 

Section 210-12 of the NEC 
requires that arc-fault circuit 
interrupter (AFCI) protection 
be provided on branch circuits 
that supply outlets (receptacle, 
lighting, etc.) in dwelling unit 

bedrooms. This requirement is 
limited to 15 and 20- ampere 
125-volt circuits. There is no 
prohibition against providing 
AFCI protection on other circuits 

or in other locations besides 
bedrooms. Because circuits are 
often shared between bedrooms 
and other areas such as closets 
or hallways, providing AFCI pro¬ 
tection on the complete circuit 
would comply with NEC section 
210-12. 

Since cables between the 
electrical panel and the end ap¬ 
pliance are subject to arc-faults, 
protection is needed at the 
source of the electrical supply. 
AFCI protective devices are now 
available as part of the circuit 
breaker construction. AFCIs 
should not be confused with 
ground-fault circuit interrupt¬ 
ers (GFCIs). AFCI circuit break¬ 
ers look similar to GFCI circuit 
breakers; they both have a white 
wire, which needs to be fastened 
to the panel’s neutral wire, and 
feature a “test” button on the 
circuit breaker itself. 

While both AFCIs and GFCIs 
are important safety devices, 
they have different functions. AF¬ 
CIs are intended to address fire 
hazards; GFCIs address shock 
hazards. Combination devices 
that include both AFCI and GFCI 
protection in one unit may soon 
be available. 

Source: Illinois Electric Council 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
RO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 

Office hours: 
8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: 
www.wwcec.com 
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Spring Planting Guide 101 

40 ft height] 
or lessi 

| Tree Pruning i 
Zone 

I . .. 1 

I ^ 
I 

^ 1 
1 

1 1 
_ _ y 

“c-v ^ 25 ft or 
less 

Tall Trees, such as: 
• Maple • Oak 
• Spruce • Pine 

Medium Trees, such as: I 
• Washington hawthorn 
• Golden raintree 

Small Trees, such as: 
• Redbud • Dogwood 
• Crabapple 

ongratulations! You 
just brought home a 
beautiful tree to plant. 

But, Is it the correct one for 
where you’re going to plant it? 
Please think about where any 
overhead electric lines are before 
developing a landscaping plan. 
Planting a tree that will grow to 
40 feet directly under a 30 foot 
tall power line is not a good 
idea. Consult an arborist at the 
tree nursery before you buy for 

ideas on what types of trees will 
be a good match for planting 
around power lines. 

All responsible arborists and 
their associations subscribe to 
the following tree-planting rules 
in relation to overhead power 
lines. 

Low Zone: Tree species that 
will not exceed 25 feet in height 
can be planted directly beneath 
power lines and for 20 feet to ei¬ 
ther side. Taller existing trees in 

WE TAKE CARE Do words like “load usage,” “kilowatt 

hours,” “cost of service analysis” and ■ 

“debt-to-equity ratio” make your eyes 

glaze over? Your local electric cooperative is here to take the 

guesswork out of electricity. We handle all the things that 

are “Greek” to you, and ensure that you have reliable and 

reasonably priced electricity every hour of every day. Every 

month, all you need to know is included in your neat and 

concise bill. But if you ever have questions, just call us. 

We’re your electric cooperative. 

We’re where we’ve always been. In your back yard. 

this zone will have to be pruned 
so they’ll grow around the wires. 
Such pruning may (and probably 
will) detract from the beauty of 
the tree and may leave it suscep¬ 
tible to insects and disease. 

Medium Zone: Trees that 
grow to 40 feet in height at ma¬ 
turity are recommended for ar¬ 
eas immediately adjacent to the 
Low Zone. This will rule out the 
possibility of limbs hanging over 
the power lines or trees that can 
topple into the lines during 
a bad storm. 

Tall Zone: Taller maturing 
trees should be planted at a dis¬ 
tance of 50 feet or more from 
the power lines. This will insure 
they’ll reach their full potential 
undisturbed by pruning. There is 
also little likelihood that wind or 
ice will cause them to do damage 
to the power lines. 

Trees and overhead power 
lines can co-exist. But when 
the wrong tree is planted in the 
wrong place, the result may be 
an impending power outage dur¬ 
ing an ice or windstorm. 

IT ALL 

Jerry Houser, Member Services, 
Wayne White Counties Electric 
Cooperative, (618) 842-2196 
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In this issue... 

Spring Planting Safety 
Southern Illinois is emerg¬ 

ing from winter hiberna¬ 
tion to begin another 

spring planting season. Farms 
across the region are waking up 
and stretching out arms in prepa¬ 
ration for the yearly cycle of plant 
and harvest that sustains the farm 
economy. 

As this busy season begins, 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative reminds farm employ¬ 
ees of some crucial safety tips to 
remember when working on the 
farm. 

Begin safety before you leave 
for work in the morning by select¬ 
ing clothes and shoes that are ap¬ 
propriate for the job you do: 
■ Clothing should not be too 
baggy or loose; 
■ leave your metal rings or watch¬ 
es at home; 
■ wear a hard hat and steel-toed 
shoes to help protect against falling 
objects; and 
■ look for shoes that have rubber 
soles and heels to protect against 
shock. 

Once at work, keep tools in 
good shape and only use tools that 
are UL-listed power tools or manual 
tools with insulated handles. And 
keep your workspace neat; good 
housekeeping can keep humans 
and animals safe. 

When working in the field, pay 
attention to power line locations. 
Always lower grain augers and trac¬ 
tor attachments when driving near 
lines—preferably at least 10 feet be¬ 
low the line. If possible, plan routes 
around the lines and explain the 
alternatives to everyone who works 
around the lines. Be prepared with 
emergency plans and review the 
plan with coworkers. 

Farms should have plans for un¬ 
expected spring storms. Know the 
safest route back to a central loca¬ 
tion in case of a powerful weather 
front. Also follow safety procedures 
in the wake of any damp weather— 
especially around electrical equip¬ 
ment. 

Beware of outdoor hazards 
caused by storms such as dangling 
power lines or falling branches. 
Watch for electrical shorts or live 
wires. Once proper safety measures 
have been taken and normal work 
resumes, stay on guard. Look out 
for damp ground around stations 
with power tools and move to a dif¬ 
ferent location, or choose a rubber 
mat to stand on. 

Wayne-White values safety in 
the cooperative system. The co-op 
is proud to provide affordable and 
reliable energy to some of the Mid¬ 
west’s most important businesses— 
farms. For more safety information 
check out www.safeelectricity.org. 

Back-Up Power 
Generators 16b 

Annual Meeting 
Reminder I6d 
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Safe Electricity Urges Caution When 
Using Sack-Up Power Generators 
Professional installation an important safety step Each year during major, 

long-term power out¬ 

ages, there are tragic 

reports of electrical shocks, 

fires, damaged equipment, and 

sometimes electrocutions from 

improperly installed emergency 

power generators. Safe Electric¬ 

ity urges everyone to take proper 

safety steps before operating an 

electric generator in your home. 

“The safe and effective use of 

a generator requires more than 

just plugging it in,” cautions Jay 

Solomon, of the University of Illi¬ 

nois Extension service. “Planning 

and preparation can make the 

difference between saving the 

day and disastrous results.” 

Unlike many businesses and 

large farm operations, according 

to Solomon, most homeowners 

typically do not have installed 

permanent, whole-house auxilia¬ 

ry power systems, or the facilities 

to connect a generator safely into 

a home circuit. 

“There are many consider¬ 

ations when selecting and install¬ 

ing a back-up or portable power 

generator in your home,” says 

Solomon. “Your local electric 

utility and generator supplier can 

be valuable sources of assistance 

and information in this regard.” 

The first step in selecting a 

generator is determining and pri¬ 

oritizing your emergency power 

needs. This will help determine 

the type and size of the power 

generator necessary to meet 

your electrical needs. Maintain¬ 

ing power for heating, lighting, 

sump pumps, refrigeration, and 

home medical equipment are 

examples of emergency electrical 

power needs. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Properly connecting the gen¬ 

erator into the system is the next 

critical step for safe and effective 

use. 

“Safety for the operators and 

users of a generating system in 

the home cannot be over-empha¬ 

sized,” says Molly Hall, of Safe 

Electricity. “A qualified electrician 

should be consulted to ensure 

proper installation, and that elec¬ 

trical grounding requirements, 

circuit overload protections and 

local codes are met.” 

Most homeowners do not 

think it necessary to install 

whole-house auxiliary power 

systems. But, many choose to 

have small, back-up generators 

for sump pumps and emergency 

lighting. Small generators for 

this type of limited application 

can be a simple installation of 

an extension cord and plug con¬ 

nection. However, it is critical 

to use proper, shop-type electri¬ 

cal cords designed for heavier, 

outdoor use. Make sure that the 

cord has the correct connections 

for the generator and the load. 

Many generators are equipped 

with twist-lock connects to re¬ 

duce the chance of accidental 

disconnections due to vibrations. 

Before you operate any 

standby generator, make sure 

it has a transfer safety switch 

or that your power is cut off at 

the breaker box. This prevents 

electricity from traveling back 

through the power lines or 

what’s known as “back feed.” 

Back feed creates danger for any¬ 

one near lines, particularly crews 

working to restore power. 

Solomon and Hall also rec¬ 

ommend that basic instructions 

■ APRIL 2004 

to operate a generator be posted 

in the home. 

“This will help you and oth¬ 

ers know and remember what 

to do when the time comes to 

implement the procedures,” says 

Solomon. 

Simply stated, being prepared 

to weather a long-term electrical 

outage is more than just having 

a portable generator sitting out 

back. Prior planning and safe 

installation is the key to making 

long-term power outages more 

bearable,” emphasized Solomon. 

For additional gen¬ 

erator safety and electri¬ 

cal safety information visit 

www.SafeElectricity.org. Or go 

to the Illinois Electric Council’s 

Web site at www.iecouncel.org, 

and click on “Safety”. 

Safe Electricity is a statewide 

electrical safety public aware¬ 

ness program. The program was 

created by a coalition of nearly 

three-dozen organizations in¬ 

cluding the University of Illinois, 

rural electric cooperatives, and 

investor-owned electric utili¬ 

ties from throughout the state. 

All are members of the Illinois 

Electric Council, a not-for profit 

organization dedicated to pro¬ 

moting electric safety and effi¬ 

ciency. 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
RO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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We’re helping tomorrow’s leaders by providing local schools 

with the Discover Channel Get Charged! Electricity and 

You program, and the Energy Detectives and energy audit pro¬ 

gram from EnergyNet. That is the cooperative way 

For more information about these programs, contact your 

electric cooperative. 

We are the power of human connections. 

Touchstone Energy " 
The power of human connections 
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REMEMBER 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative’s 

Annual Meeting 

It’s almost here! A night of 
good food, entertainment, 
attendance gifts, door prizes, 

dirtector elections and important 
business decisions for the coop¬ 
erative is scheduled for Friday, 
April 2, 2004, in the Hamilton 
County High School gymnasium 
in McLeansboro, Illinois. The 
evening will start with a meal at 
5:00 p.m. The meal will be fol¬ 
lowed with the business meeting 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Three directors of the 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Board of Directors will be up for 
re-election. They are: Don He 
(District #4), Steve Becker (Dis¬ 
trict #8), and Mike Beehn (Dis¬ 
trict #9). At the time this article 
was written, they were unchal¬ 
lenged. 

Also on the docket for 

April 2 
the evening is a discussion of 
proposed bylaw changes. You 
should have received the pro¬ 
posed changes in the mail by 
the time you get this issue of the 
Illinois Country Living. If you 
do not have your copy of the 
proposed bylaw changes, con¬ 
tact Jerry Houser, Wayne-White 
Counties Vice President, Member 
Services at (618) 842-2196. 

Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative is your coopera¬ 

tive. You are its member-owners. 
We value your opinions and 
need your input. We ll see you 
Friday April 2 at the Hamilton 
County High School! 
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In this issue... 

'Summer-ize1 

Your Home and 
Save Mone 
ummer may be a 
time for fun in the 
sun, but there’s no 

J?.' fun in paying big energy 
bills. Just as most hom¬ 

eowners pay a premium to keep 
warm in the winter, they also must 
pay to keep cool when the sun’s 
rays are at full blast. 

According to the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Energy, space heating and 
cooling is the largest energy ex¬ 
pense in most homes, accounting 
for more than 44 percent of the 
average utility bill. “Homeowners 
should assess their houses to see 
how they can conserve energy,” 
stated Chicago Mechanical Con¬ 
tractors Association (MCA) Execu¬ 
tive Vice President Steve Lamb. “A 
small investment of time can help 
to save money all summer long.” 

Start by checking insulation 
levels in exterior and basement 
walls, ceilings, floors, attics and 
crawl spaces. Insulation helps to 
keep the home at a comfortable 
temperature. Consult a qualified 
contractor on how to check insula¬ 
tion levels. Look for drafty holes 
and cracks around doors, walls, 
ceilings, windows, fixtures, switch¬ 
es and outlets. Weather-stripping 
and caulking help seal the home’s 
interior against summer heat. Also 
check for open fireplace dampers. 

The U.S. Department of En¬ 
ergy estimates about 40 percent of 
the unwanted heat that builds up 
in a home comes in through the 
windows. Awnings, shutters, cur¬ 
tains and shades help reduce the 
amount of sunlight entering the 
house. Outside, trees can help to 
provide cooling shade. 

Make sure home appliances 
are properly maintained. Replace 

MAY 2004 

old appliances with newer, energy- 
efficient models that generate less 
heat and use less energy. Refrigera¬ 
tors, dishwashers and dryers display 
an Energy Guide label listing the 
annual estimated cost for operat¬ 
ing the appliance or a standardized 
energy efficiency ratio. Also, reduce 
the time that heat-producing lights 
are on, and replace incandescent 
bulbs and fixtures with cooler fluo¬ 
rescent lamps. 

■ Natural Ventilation: 
Putting the Wind to Work 

Natural ventilation works best 
in climates with cool nights and 
regular breezes. Heat may accu¬ 
mulate in the building during the 
day, but cooler night air can flush 
it out. This can mean closing doors 
and windows by day and ventilat¬ 
ing by night. If it’s practical, natural 
cross-ventilation can be generated 
by opening doors and windows in 
different parts of the home. Also, 
fans are an energy-efficient way to 
supplement the cooling effect of 
natural ventilation. J 

(Continued on 16b) 

» ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

Keep Your Meter 
Accessible 16b 

How Electrically-Sawy 
Are you? 16c 

Landscape Away From 
Transformer Boxes 
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(Continued from 16a) 

Natural ventilation can re¬ 
duce high attic temperatures 
and slow the transfer of heat 
into living areas. Installing a 
reflective roof and at least a foot 
of attic insulation also can help 
to reduce heat. 

■ Air Conditioning Tips 
To save money follow the 

U.S. Department of Energy ’s 
recommendation to set the 
thermostat at 78°F or higher. 
Each degree setting below 78°F 
will increase energy consump¬ 
tion by approximately 8 per¬ 
cent. 

Inspect and clean the air 
conditioner’s indoor and out¬ 
door coils. The indoor coil acts 
as a magnet for dust because 
it is constantly wet during 
the cooling season, and that 
dirt build-up is the most com¬ 
mon cause of poor efficiency. 
The outdoor coil also must be 
checked and cleaned regularly. 

Check the refrigerant 
charge. If the system is over¬ 
charged or undercharged, it will 
not work properly. A qualified 
contractor can check the refrig¬ 
erant charge and adjust it ap¬ 
propriately. 

Remember to seal window 
gaps around the air conditioner, 
so cool air doesn’t leave the 
house. Use the microwave oven 
instead of the stove. Washers, 
dryers, water heaters and dish¬ 
washers generate heat, so try to 

put off their use until evening. 
Also, seal off the laundry room 
and water heater from the rest 
of the house. 

Upgrading or choosing a 
new central air conditioner can 
also save money. Before 1979, 
the seasonal energy efficiency 
ratings (SEERs) of central air 
conditioners ranged from 4.5 to 
8.0. Replacing an old central air 
conditioner with a SEER of 6.0 
with a new unit that has a SEER 
of 12.0 will cut air-conditioning 
costs in half. 

When a homeowner is 
thinking of adding central air to 
the home, the deciding factor 
may be the need for ductwork. 
Check with a qualified local 
contractor. If heating and cool¬ 
ing systems already have been 
installed, ask a contractor to 
check those systems seasonally. 
Regular maintenance saves en¬ 
ergy and increases the life of the 
equipment. 

A contractor can evaluate 
existing ductwork and take care 
of any necessary repairs. Ac¬ 
cording to the Southface Energy 
Institute, leaky ductwork often 
accounts for 10 to 30 percent of 
total heating and cooling costs. 
Improperly sealed return ducts 
can draw air from attics, crawl 
spaces and basements into liv¬ 
ing areas - and that air may be 
contaminated with dust, mold 
and even radon. 

For more information visit 
www.mcaproof.com. 

Keep Your Meter Accessible 
lease keep the 

area around 
your meter 

clear so our me¬ 
ter readers can get 

to It. Too often there is 
equipment, lumber, plants, 
etc. in the way of a meter. Keep¬ 
ing the path to your meter clear 
helps us work more efficiently. 

Meters should not be locat¬ 

ed indoors. This sometimes 
happens when a new 
home addition covers 
an existing meter. If you 
have a meter located in¬ 

doors, contact Jerry Houser 
at Wayne-White Counties 

Electric Cooperative for as¬ 
sistance in getting the meter 
moved. 

Keep Your 
Cool this 
Summer with 
a Geothermal 
Heat Pump 

hink your 
antiquated air 

conditioner’s 
problems disap¬ 

peared during the 
winter? Well, they 

didn’t, and the sweltering 
heat is looming just around 
the corner — you need to 
do something now! 

Solve your air condi¬ 
tioning problem and save 
up to 60 percent on your 
power costs by installing 
an all-electric geothermal 
heat pump. Geothermal 
systems utilize the earth’s 
constant temperature to 
heat and cool your home 
and provide hot water at a 
fraction of the cost of other 
systems. Geothermal heat 
pumps are safe, clean, reli¬ 
able, quiet and flexible to 
install. 

Call Jerry Houser at 
Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative at (618) 
842-2196 for geothermal 
information and a dealer 
reference list. 
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How Electrically- 
B hat you don’t 

know about 
electricity can be 

mf shocking! In addi¬ 
tion to safety issues, a 

basil understanding of electric¬ 
ity can help you select the best 
electrical devices for your home 
and reduce your energy bill as 
well. The Leviton Institute helps 
you test your knowledge with 
the following true/false quiz on 
electricity. 

Dimmers simply absorb en¬ 
ergy from light bulbs and 
don’t save you any money. 

FALSE. Dimmers don’t ab¬ 
sorb power. They control the 
amount of time a bulb is on and 
off 120 times a second, but your 
eye can’t see this. A dim setting 
limits the time the bulb is on. A 
bulb dimmed to 50 percent uses 
approximately 25 percent less 
power and lasts approximately 
20 times longer, saving both on 
lighting energy and bulb replace¬ 
ment costs. 

Dimmers cannot be used 
to control ceiling fans. 

TRUE. Dimmers can dam¬ 
age fan motors. Only fan speed 
control units can be used with 
ceiling fans. They are usually 
available with the same styling 
and features as dimmers but are 
safe for fan motors. 

GFCIs offer the same 
protection that circuit 
breakers do. 

FALSE. Circuit breakers are 

designed to trip when a severe 
short causes high levels of elec¬ 
trical current to flow through 
your wires. Ground Fault Circuit 
Indicators (GFCIs) provide pro¬ 
tection from ground fault. This 
can occur when current leaking 
from a damaged appliance trav¬ 
els to ground through a person 

Savvy Are you? 

touching the appliance. Ground 
fault current can be lethal, but is 
typically not high enough to trip 
a breaker. A GFCI is designed to 
trip when it senses a relatively 
tiny amount of ground fault cur¬ 
rent. 

A 1200-watt appliance 
draws 10 amps of elec¬ 
trical current. 

TRUE. Light bulbs and appli¬ 
ances are rated in watts, while 
electrical wiring is rated in amps. 
Divide the watts by 120 (the 
household voltage) to arrive at 
the amperage rating. In this case, 
1200 watts divided by 120 volts 
equals 10 amps. 

Only a licensed electri¬ 
cian can test a GFCI. 

FALSE. Using a simple pro¬ 
cedure you should test your 
GFCIs monthly. Plug a lamp 
into the GFCI and turn it on. 
Press the test button—the GFCI 
should trip causing the light to 
go off. Press the reset button on 
the GFCI and the lamp should 
go on again. This confirms that 
the GFCI is working properly. If 
the GFCI does not trip (shut off 
the light) when you press the 
test button, there is an electrical 
problem and you should contact 
a licensed electrician. 

12-gauge wire is rated 
to carry more electrical 
current than 14-gauge 
wire. 

TRUE. The larger the diam¬ 
eter of wire, the more electri¬ 
cal current it can carry. What is 
sometimes confusing is that the 
larger the diameter, the smaller 
the wire gauge. For example, 
14-gauge wire is rated for small 
electrical tools and appliances, 
but larger power tools require 
12-gauge wire. 

FALSE. When a receptacle 
no longer holds a plug firmly in 
place, the half-inserted, live plug is 
a serious shock hazard, especially 
for children. When a receptacle is 
old or worn out by excessive use, 
its contacts no longer properly 
grip a plug. Any receptacle in this 
condition must be replaced. 

Gi 
Surges can enter your 
electronic equipment 
through phone and cable 
connections. 

TRUE. Surges that can damage 
your PC, television, video recorder 
and answering machine can en¬ 
ter through phone, data line and 
cable connections. Use surge pro¬ 
tective power strips that not only 
provide the maximum amount of 
powerline protection, but also of¬ 
fer protection for phone, data and 
cable lines. These multi-purpose 
surge strips are available in home 
centers, electronic stores and a 
variety of retail oudets. 

Source: Leviton Institute 
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Landscape Away From Transformer Boxes 
f your home is 

served by under¬ 
ground electric 

cable, you may want 
to plant some flowers 

or shrubs nearby to dis¬ 
guise that transformer cabinet 
on your property. Don’t do it! 
Our line crews need easy ac¬ 
cess to those cabinets to per¬ 
form maintenance and repairs. 
Shrubs and trees and even 
flowerbeds can block access, 
and after the work is done, 
you’ll be unhappy about the 
state of your plants! 

Also, it’s simply dangerous 
to plant or work close to these 
transformer cabinets. They 
contain high-voltage lines that 

should be avoided at all times, 
except by trained personnel. So 
give those cabinets a wide berth 

— and teach your children to 
stay away, too. Warn them not 
to play around the cabinet. And 
never open it! 

You Know You're From Illinois if... 
I You’ve ever rubbed Lincoln’s nose. 
I You think a horseshoe is edible. 
< Buying fruits and vegetables from the back of a truck is not unusual. 
I You know the capital of Illinois is Springfield, not Chicago. 
0 You insist the St. Louis Cardinals are an Illinois team. 
1 You think Egypt is just a few counties away, 
f You don’t pronounce the “s” in “Illinois.” 
! You wish for summer during winter and winter during summer. 
I Spring only lasts a few days. 
I You have to get on a boat to gamble, 
f You’ve ever seen an albino squirrel, 
f Your Paris doesn’t have an Eiffel Tower. 
* Tractor-pulling is a family sport. 
< You’ve ever traveled to the state fair to see a cow made out of butter, 
f A tour of Lincoln’s Home is a standard school field trip. 
f You know the Bulls are not just livestock. 
I You’ve seen the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Niles. 
< Cardinals in your backyard are the only birds to sing in January. 
Y You consider deer to be a road hazard. 
< You know Dairy Queen was invented here. 
f You consider native John Deere a national hero, 
f You think “John Deere green” is a primary color. 
1 You think Wrigley is a field instead of a gum. 
I You still insist the Sears Tower is the tallest building in the world, 
f You call all the other states you’ve visited “bumpy.” 
I Your state capital is not your largest city. 
1 You think “Downstate” is anywhere but Chicago, 
t You know the word Chicago means “stinking weed.” 
I You know the Wizard of Oz was started not in Kansas, but here in llllinois, 

by L. Frank Baum. 
f You know the lava lamp was invented here. 
< You’re proud to be a native along with the likes of Walt Disney, Ray Bradbury, 

Harrison Ford, Ronald Reagan and Ernest Hemingway. 
< You have Crete and Cuba in the same state. 
< You’re only “Normal” near Bloomington.  
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Members Participate in 

Three area men were re-elected to the Wayne-White 

Counties Electric Cooperative Board of Directors during 

the organization’s annual meeting. The re-elected directors 

are (in front) Don lie of Albion, and (in back, left to right) Mike 

Beehn of Bluford and Steve Becker of Mcleansboro. 

embers of Wayne- 
White Counties 
Electric Coop¬ 
erative, Fairfield, 

learned of the co-op’s 
new aggressive work plan for 

the future, its financial condition, 
and the services it offers during the 
organization’s 67th Annual Meeting 
held on Friday, April 2, at Hamilton 
County High School in McLeans- 
boro. 

In a pre-recorded video, Chair¬ 
man Don He said that in the past 
year the co-op had invested more 
than $3 million in implementing 
one of the most aggressive work 
plans in the co-op’s history. He said 
the plan consists of four priorities, 

which will 
continue to be aggres¬ 
sively pursued in the coming year. 

The first of the four priorities 
is to improve the transmission sys¬ 
tem. In 2003 this included testing 
and patching wooden poles and 
beginning the process of replacing 
wooden poles with steel poles. 

The second step of the plan in¬ 
volves refurbishing and upgrading 
some of the co-op’s 24 substations, 
which will improve voltage and 
power quality, and increase lineman 
safety. 

The third step involves sec- 
tionalizing, which is the process of 
deploying breakers and fuses on the 

(Continued on 16b) 
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rectors. The new directors are 
Don lie of Albion, Mike Beehn 
of Bluford and Steve Becker of 
McLeansboro. In a re-organi¬ 
zational meeting following the 
annual meeting, the following 
directors were named officers: 
Mike Beehn, chairman; Steve 
Becker, vice chairman; Danny 
Rose, secretary; Don He, assistant 
secretary; Kent Henry, treasurer 
and Jim Deen, assistant treasurer. 
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(Continued from 16a) 

lines to decrease the num¬ 
ber of people affected by an 
outage. This has been an on 
going process that will con¬ 
tinue in 2004. 

The final step is the up¬ 
grade of the coop's distri¬ 
bution lines. This upgrade 
is being done through a 
re-conversion process, in 
which old poles, hardware 
and power lines are being 
replaced with new poles, 
hardware and stronger 
ACSR (aluminum, steel 
reinforced conductor) 
line. Underground lines 
are also being used 
where possible. In ad¬ 
dition, co-op personnel 
will be conducting an 
intense right-of-way 
management pro¬ 
gram. Trimming 
and clearing trees 
and brush helps to 
keep lines clear, thus 
reducing the occur¬ 
rence of outages and 
blinks. 

Treasurer Delman Bradshaw 
discussed the co-op’s financial 
year, saying, “2003 was a year 
of growth for Wayne-White as 
it relates to the system and 
our finances, even though ac¬ 
tual energy sales were down 
- largely due to weather-re¬ 
lated factors.” Although total 
sales were down more than 
18 million kilowatt hours, the 
co-op still generated $614,361 
more revenue than in 2002. Op¬ 
erating margins showed a defi¬ 
cit due to three factors — the 
planned buy-out of senior staff 
as part of an overall staff reduc¬ 
tion, a delay in a planned rate 

hike, and the unsuccessful at¬ 
tempt to implement a rate hike 
with the city of Fairfield. 

President/CEO Rick Col- 
gan said that although a rate 

increase averaging 12.9 percent 
for residential members was 
implemented in June, a newly 
negotiated wholesale power 

contract with current power 
provider, Constellation, will 
begin in January 2006. That 
contract will offer more stable 
rates through the end of 2010. 
In looking to the future, Colgan 

said, “Everything we do, every 
policy we put into place is to be 
as consumer-friendly but more 
importantly, to be as fair as pos¬ 
sible to all of our 13,000 plus 
members.” 

During the meeting three 
area men were re-elected to 
Wayne-White’s Board of Di¬ 

16b 



The school bells have stopped ringing for the summer, 

and the happy little feet that were running around the 

playground during the school year are now running in the 

yard, on the sidewalk and in the street. Kids don’t always 

look before they run or ride their bikes into the street. 

Make child safety your first priority this summer, and keep 

those little feet happy. 

This message brought to you from your 
Touchstone Energy® Cooperative, the power of human connections. 

Touchstone Energy9 

The power of human connections 
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project CWldgafe 
Putting a Lock On Gun Safety 
irearms accidents in 

the home can result 
when a child finds a 

loaded and unsecured 
firearm. The risk of 

firearms-related uninten¬ 
tional injuries or deaths can be 
reduced when firearms owners 
are aware of and fully under¬ 
stand their responsibility to 
handle firearms safely and store 
them in a secure manner. 

The Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives have joined the Project 
ChildSafe program. Electric co¬ 
ops across Illinois will distribute 
free gun-locking devices and 
safety instructions at local co¬ 
op offices, annual membership 
meetings, safety programs and 
other events. 

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn 
says Illinois has committed to 
distributing 257,000 safety kits 
to 529 police departments, 102 
sheriff offices and five Depart¬ 
ment of Natural Resources of¬ 
fices. 

The free gun-locking device 
distributed in the Project Child- 
Safe program is a vinyl-covered 

steel cable with one end permanently 
secured to a keyed padlock. Cable 
locks require that many types of 
firearms be unloaded before the 
cable lock is installed, providing 
an extra level of safety. The lock 
prevents the firearm’s action from 
closing. 

Project ChildSafe has already 
distributed more than 6 million 
safety kits to 35 states. 

Sponsored by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), the program is funded 
by a grant from the Department 
of Justice and is a component of 
Project Safe Neighborhoods. 

Project Safe Neighborhoods is 
a comprehensive, strategic ap¬ 
proach to reducing gun violence 
in America. 

For more information con¬ 
tact your local law enforcement 
office, your local electric coop¬ 
erative, or go to www.projectchi 
ldsafe.org. For Illinois gun safety 
tour schedules, visit wwwProject 
ChildSafe.il.gov. 

For free gun-locks, while 
they last, at Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative, contact 
Member Services (Jerry Houser) 
at (618) 842-2196. 

Improve air conditioning cost and comfort 
orrectly sizing an 
air conditioning 
unit is important. 

J|F Too large a system 
will do a poor job of de- 

humidification and will cost 
more to purchase and operate. 

Too small a system will not cool 
your home adequately. 

Systems are sized to meet 
peak heating and cooling needs, 
and units are sized by the “ton,” 
which represents 12,000 BTUs 
of cooling per hour. Factors such 
as geographical area, building 
orientation, insulation, windows 

and doors are considered in siz¬ 
ing the unit. 

Air conditioner sizing should 
never be based merely on an 
estimate. Methods are available 
from professional organizations 
such as ASHRAE (the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air Conditioning Engineers, 
Inc.) and ACCA (the Air Condi¬ 
tioning Contractors of America). 
Computer software is also avail¬ 
able to assist homeowners in 
sizing their own air conditioning 
systems. 

Air conditioners are rated by 
their seasonal energy efficiency 
ratio (SEER) and the sensible 
heat fraction (SHF). The higher 
the SEER rating, the greater the 
efficiency. A minimum SEER of 
10 is required by the National 
Appliance Efficiency Standard. 
The SHF expresses the unit’s 
dehumidification ability. The 
lower the SHF, the better it de- 
humidifies conditioned air. The 
suggested maximum SHF is 0.80. 
Units with a higher rating may 
not adequately dehumidify some 
homes. 
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Managing Risk in 
a business Like 
no Other 

ne the four 
Touchstone Kn- 
ergy® principles is 

Jr accountability. As 
B members, you expect your 

cooperative to be accountable 
for the actions and decisions it 
makes. The members should hold 
the board of direc¬ 
tors accountable. The 
board, in turn, holds 
me accountable. I then 
hold the employees ac¬ 
countable. It’s a model 
and a plan that works. 

One of the items 
we must manage is 
risk. We must iden¬ 
tify it, manage it and 
mitigate it. If you at¬ 
tended the annual 
meeting, one of the 
bylaw changes related 
directly to mitigating the risk the 
cooperative takes when events 
beyond our control damage mem¬ 
bers’ equipment. 

The first risk the cooperative 
must face is the weather. Other 
than farmers, there are few busi¬ 
nesses that worry about it the way 
we do. We mitigate weather risks 
by trimming trees to minimize 
damage to power lines. We build 
lines with backup and loop feeds 
so that if Line A goes down, we can 
still get power to your home from 
Line B. We also put some lines un¬ 
derground so the weather can’t af¬ 
fect them. We can’t control Mother 
Nature, so we plan for tornadoes 
and ice storms and respond the 
best we can. 

Our second risk is the national 
transmission grid. What happens 

JULY 2004 

in one part of the grid can certainly 
affect what happens in other parts. 
The East Coast blackouts of last sum¬ 
mer are an excellent example of what 
happens when things go wrong. As 
an industry, we have a pretty good 
handle on this risk. As a result, 
transmission blackouts are very rare. 
Locally, however, we still had 38 min¬ 
utes of outage time last year for every 
one of our members due to transmis¬ 
sion problems with our providers. A 
national energy policy that would al¬ 
low utilities or regulators to strength¬ 
en the transmission grid would go a 
long ways toward mitigating this risk. 

Public policy is the third and 
greatest risk to your cooperative. 
With just the stroke of a pen, regula¬ 
tors can make decisions that have an 
enormous impact on our business. 
Our recent rate filing with the FERC 
is an example of that. Just as danger¬ 
ous, policy makers can decide not to 
make a decision. Congress has been 
crafting a policy for more than 10 

years. The need is obvi¬ 
ous, but the political will 
seems lacking. We can 
mitigate this risk by build¬ 
ing good relationships 
with the policy makers. If 
they know our members 
are satisfied and our rates 
are fair, we are in a stron¬ 
ger position in the public 
policy arena because they 
trust us to run our busi¬ 
ness well. 

By analyzing the risks 
your cooperative is exposed to, we 
can analytically examine the most 
likely events in the future and bridge 
the gap between current and future 
performance. We develop a plan so 
we know what is important and what 
we should concentrate on. 

Does this process help us? You 
betcha! (That’s the Minnesota coming 
out in me.) We plan more thoroughly, 
we’re more thoughtful regarding 
the events that affect our business, 
and more strategically inclined and 
directed to the future than we would 
be otherwise. 

Can we mitigate all risks? No. 
But in the electric business, where 
people’s lives and livelihoods depend 
on what we do, it’s critical that we 
do the best job we can to assess and 
manage those risks. 
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“He who stops 

being better 

stops being 

good.” 

-Oliver Cromwell 
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SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS Youth Day in 
Springfield 

even students repre¬ 
senting Wayne-White 
Counties Electric 
Cooperative met with 

area legislators during the 
Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives’ Youth Day on 
Wednesday, April 21, in Spring- 
field. While in the state capital, 
students had an opportunity to 
watch government in action, 
speak with State Treasurer Judy 
Baar Topinka, and tour the Il¬ 

linois State Capitol, Lincoln’s 
Tomb and the Illinois Supreme 
Court. Students also met with 
Senators John Jones and Gary 
Forby and Representatives John 
Bradley, Brandon Phelps, and 
Bill Grunloh. Students are pic¬ 
tured with Senator John Jones 
Mt. Vernon. First row from left 
are Senator Jones, Kristen Flechs 
of Norris City, Jessica Templeman 
of Geff, Jordon Villines of Nor¬ 
ris City, Callie Sanders of Norris 

City, Jennifer Quach of Fairfield, 
Nichole Crane of Fairfield and 
Ty Southerd of Fairfield. The day 
was sponsored by the Illinois 
electric and telephone co-ops 
to introduce young rural lead¬ 
ers to state government. Jessica 
Templeman and Nichole Crane 
were selected to go on to repre¬ 
sent Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative on the Youth to 
Washington trip this summer. 

This message brought to you by your Touchstone Energy9 Cooperative, the power of human connections. 

Methamphetamine (meth) production and use is a growing epidemic in 

rural Illinois. Meth can be produced virtually anywhere, including places 

where you may be fishing, farming or clearing brush. If you find an area where 
you think meth is being produced (a meth lab), or if you encounter someone 

who is high on meth, leave the area immediately and call the nearest law en¬ 

forcement agency. Don’t try to handle the situation yourself, and don’t pick up 

any containers, or try to smell their contents. It could prove deadly. 
Meth doesn’t just affect the people who take it; it can affect an en¬ 

tire community, including you. Metb is everybody’s business. 

Touchstone Energy* 
For more information about meth, contact your local 

sheriff 's office. 
The power of human connections 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Our office will be closed July 5 in observance of the Fourth of July holiday. Our office will reopen on July 6. God Bless America! 
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Watch for Signs of Electrical Overloading During Summer 
eeping cool in the 

K hot, humid summer- 
P^^^time months places a 

great demand on home 
V and office electrical 
systems. Overloaded electrical 

circuits and faulty equipment and 
wiring can create electrocution 
and fire hazards. 

“Older homes and buildings 
with outdated electrical wiring 
and systems are at greater risk 
of dangerous deterioration and 
becoming overloaded,” says 
Molly Hall, Director of the Safe 
Electricity program. “The wiring 
of many homes is not equipped 
to properly handle and support 
the increased electrical demands 
of present-day homes and offices. 
This can cause not only inconve¬ 
nient power outages, but hazard¬ 
ous conditions.” 

According to statistics from 
the National Fire Protection As¬ 
sociation, nearly one-third of an 
average 406,700 residential fires 
per year were related to electri¬ 
cal distribution or appliances and 
equipment. Fires related to heat¬ 
ing and air condition systems, 
alone, account for more than 
10 percent of this total. These 
residential electrical fires cause 
an annual average of 860 deaths, 
4,875 injuries and nearly $1.3 bil¬ 
lion in property damage. 

“A home electrical inspec¬ 
tion to find and correct hidden 
hazards could prevent many of 

these tragedies,” says Hall. “The 
time and investment in having a 
qualified electrician check your 
residence, and performing a few 
home repairs and upgrades are 
small in comparison to the pro¬ 
tection and safety they provide to 
your family and home.” 

Safe Electricity recommends 
an electrical system inspection 
for all dwellings 40 years old or 
older and for all existing homes 
at the time of sale. A few ways to 
determine if your home needs an 
electrical inspection include: 

■ Major renovation or major 
new appliances have been 
added in the last 10 years. 

■ Lights often flicker, blink or 
dim momentarily. 

■ Circuit breakers trip or fuses 
blow often. 

■ Cords or wall plates that are 
warm to the touch or discol¬ 
ored. 

■ Crackling, sizzling or buzzing 
is heard from outlets. 

■ Extension cords or multiple 
power strips are permanently 
in use. 

“Avoid using extension cords 
on a continual basis,” Hall rec¬ 
ommends. “Use only temporar¬ 
ily and make sure the cord is 
in good condition - not frayed, 
stretched or worn -and is out of 
the path of foot traffic. Never use 
an extension cord for air condi¬ 

tioners, electric heaters or even 
fans.” 

“Remove and keep all electri¬ 
cal cords from behind baseboards 
and beneath carpets and furni¬ 
ture,” stresses Hall. “This is a 
major fire hazard.” 

If electrical items to be 
plugged in are close together, 
use a plug bar or surge protector. 
But make sure not to overload 
the electrical circuit, which can 
create a fire hazard. 

In addition to ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlets, 
designed for protection from 
electrical shocks, Safe Electricity 
encourages homeowners to have 
a professional install arc fault 
circuit interrupter (AFCI) outlets 
in bedrooms. AFCI is a relatively 
new technology to address elec¬ 
trical fire hazards. Most local 
codes now require these outlets 
in new residential construction. 

No matter the season, or age 
of homes, homeowners should 
be vigilant and continually check 
for electrical hazards in their 
home such as cracked or fraying 
electrical cords; overloaded out¬ 
lets and circuits; and improper 
wattage light bulbs in lamps and 
light fixtures. 

“And always make sure smoke 
alarms are placed and function¬ 
ing properly,” Hall emphasizes. 

For more informa¬ 
tion visit the Web site 
www.SafeElectricity.org. 

Utility Arborist School f|P ive employees for Wayne-White Counties 
|| Electric Cooperative, Fairfield, recently at¬ 

tended a line clearance tree trimming school 
held May 3-7, 2004, at Shelbyville. Jim Gifford 

was an instructor for the school. The school, 
which was hosted by the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives, focused on pruning techniques 
that will prevent diseases and train trees to grow away 
from power lines. From left are Line Clearance Journey¬ 
man Lavern Baxter, Groundman Clint Harl, Line Clear¬ 
ance Journeyman Jim Miles, and Right of Way (ROW) 
Foreman David Orr. ROW Foreman Stan Garner attend¬ 
ed but is not shown. 
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old can grow almost anywhere mois- 

HmMjB ture is present, and can he found 

■ both inside and outside your home. 
* " And since lack of light is no problem 

for this destructive fungus, it can be hid¬ 

den from your view. In addition to gradually 

eating away at furnishings and building materials, 

mold can pose a health threat to you and your 

family. It is essential to clean up any current mold 

problems and protect against new infestations in 

your home. 

While mold grows on furnishings or inside 

walls, it produces spores that float through the 

air as allergens, irritants and in some cases, toxic 

substances. Sensitive individuals might have asth¬ 

ma attacks or other allergic reactions to inhaling 

or touching these spores. 

When you see mold, act quickly to clean, 

disinfect, and dry the area, along with fixing the 

moisture problem that caused the mold growth. 

When cleaning a moldy area avoid breathing the 

spores by wearing a medium-or high-efficiency 

dust mask. Household rubber gloves and goggles 

without ventilation holes are also necessary to 

keep your skin irritant free. 

Do not simply paint or caulk over moldy 

surfaces - clean and disinfect the area first. You 

can often clean non-porous surfaces with a stiff 

brush using hot water and non-ammonia soap or 

a commercial cleaner. Scotchgard Mold and Mil¬ 

dew Block can be sprayed after cleaning to form 

a protective barrier against further mold growth. 

Carpets and other porous surfaces may need to be 

thrown away after mold contamination. 

If you suspect you have hidden mold in your 

home, consider hiring a professional. If your home 

smells moldy, or you know water damage has oc¬ 

curred, be aware that mold can lurk behind wallpa¬ 

per, under paneling, on ceiling tiles, under carpets, 

inside ductwork, behind furniture, around pipes, 

or inside walls or roofs of homes with inadequate 

insulation and ventilation. 

More information about mold can be found 

on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Web 

site at www.epa.gov. If you believe the ductwork 
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in your home may be infected, consult the En¬ 

vironmental Protection Agency’s guide, “Should 

you have the air ducts in your home cleaned?” be¬ 

fore using it. The guide is found at www.epa.gov/ 

iag/pubs/airduct.html or by calling (800) 438- 

4318. 

PREVENTING MOLD 
The key to preventing mold is to control mois¬ 

ture. Some simple ways to do this are: 

■ Clean and repair roof gutters regularly. 

■ Be sure the ground slopes away from 

your home’s foundation. 

■ Clean air conditioning drip pans and 

drain lines. 

■ Clean and dry leaks and spills as soon as 

possible. 

■ Look for condensation on pipes, walls, 

and windows. Clean the area immedi¬ 

ately and correct the problem. 

■ Keep indoor humidity between 30-30 

percent. Moisture humidity meters are 

available at most hardware stores. Use a 

dehumidifier when necessary. 

■ Use exhaust fans or open a window 

when cooking. Use bathroom fans or 

open windows when showering. Make 

sure fans are vented to the outside. 

■ Vent your clothes dryer to the outside. 

When building a home, use a vapor barrier 

around fiberglass insulation. Seal cracks and 

holes in walls and ceilings to prevent air from 

carrying water vapor to a cold surface, causing 

condensation. In a tightly built, energy-efficient 

home, a heat-recovery ventilator may be necessary 

to exhaust stale air and pre-warm or pre-cool in¬ 

coming air. It also helps control excess moisture 

and expel radon gas and odors. If a home is in¬ 

sulated and vented correctly, moisture problems 

and mold should not be a problem. 
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Students learn About Our 
Nation’s Past, Present, and 
Future at Youth Tour2004 

Nichole Crane of Fairfield and Jessica Templeman of Geff represented Wayne White Counties 

Electric Cooperative in Washington, D.C., as part of the annual Youth to Washington Tour. Len 

and Nancy Wells of Fairfield also participated in the trip as chaperones. Nancy works at the 

co-op in member accounts and Len is a local radio personality, doth the students and chap¬ 

erones had an opportunity to meet with Congressman John Shimkus on Capitol Hill. From 

left are Len Wells, Crane, Congressman Shimkus, Nancy Wells, and Templeman. 

' ore than 1,400 stu- 
I wB ■ dents from 43 states 

I descended on the 
MM 

nation’s capitol in June for 
the 40th anniversary of the National 
Youth Tour. Sixty-four outstanding 
young leaders from throughout Il¬ 
linois joined the tour this year. The 
students wrote essays, applications, 
or were personally interviewed by 

representatives of their local electric 
and telephone cooperatives for se¬ 
lection for the trip. 

The participants saw some 
amazing sites in Washington, D.C., 
including Gettysburg; the Smithson¬ 
ian Museums; memorials of Lincoln, 
Jefferson, Franklin Delano Roos¬ 
evelt, the Vietnam War, the Korean 

(Continued on 16b) 
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(Continued from 16a) 

War and World War II; the Wash¬ 
ington National Monument and 
National Cathedral; an Iwo Jima 
Parade and Pageant; the chang¬ 
ing of the guard at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier at Arling¬ 
ton National Cemetery; 
the Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia; and 
the Memorial Ho¬ 
locaust Museum. 

In addition 
to these sites that 
gave the students 
a feel for their 
country, its wars, 
its presidents and 
its history, the students 
toured the Capitol, saw 
a debate in action in the House 
Gallery, and met with their local 
congressman and Senator Dick 
Durbin to discuss current events 
and what young voters can do to 
change their country for the bet¬ 
ter. Durbin discussed the current 
situation overseas, education and 
health care issues, current bills af¬ 
fecting energy prices, and other 
issues important to the students. 

In addition to watching de¬ 
mocracy in action, the students 
practiced democracy by voting 
for an Illinois representative 
to the National Youth Leader¬ 
ship Council. Max Nash-Howe 
of Macomb, sponsored by Mc¬ 
Donough Power Cooperative in 
Macomb, was selected and will 
represent Illinois students at 
events throughout the year. 

The students also learned 
about the democratic principles 
of a cooperative. They selected a 
board of directors, co-managers, 
and employees for a chip n’ pop 
co-op. The board of directors 
(voted on by the members) held 
an annual meeting, and deter¬ 
mined pricing of items, member¬ 
ship fees, salaries of employees 
and capital credit returns for 
members. All of the students who 
paid the $.50 membership fee, 
and purchased from the co-op, 
received capital credits before go¬ 
ing home. The chip n’ pop co-op 
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taught the students all the basic 
workings of a cooperative. 

The Illinois students also 
joined the other 42 states for a 
National Youth Day Assembly. At 
the event the students learned 
about Touchstone Energy, the 

Rural Utility Service, the 
National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion (NRECA) and 
cooperatives’ roles 
in politics. Glen 
English, CEO of 
NRECA, encour¬ 
aged the students 

to ask their con¬ 
gressman questions 

and become involved 
in their local communi¬ 

ties as well as their state and na¬ 
tional government. The keynote 
speaker was four-time Paralympic 
Medalist Mike Schlappi, who en¬ 
couraged the large crowd with 
his inspirational, touching and 
humorous stories. His primary 
message was “If you can’t stand 
up, stand out!” 

In addition to learning about 
cooperatives, our nation, and 
how to make a difference, the stu¬ 
dents learned about themselves. 
They formed friendships with 
students from across the state 
as well as meeting with students 
across the nation. They learned 
what issues were important to 
students in other communities, 
and how their rural area may be 
different from others. For some 
students, this was their first major 
trip anywhere beyond Illinois’ 
borders. For others, it was one 
of many. But one thing that ev¬ 
eryone had in common was the 
feeling that this was the trip of a 
lifetime, one that could not be 
duplicated even if the students 
are fortunate enough to return to 
the nation’s capital. 

Additional photos and infor¬ 
mation about the trip are avail¬ 
able at www.aiec.coop. Contact 
your local electric cooperative for 
information on how an outstand¬ 
ing youth in your life can partici¬ 
pate in this “trip of a lifetime.” 
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this School Year 

It’s back to school 

time againl Remember 

to watch for students 

walking to school, 

crossing streets 

and getting on 

and off buses. 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
RO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.wwcec.com 

A formula for the future. 
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Make Sure Your Home is Ready to Seat the Heat 
IEC offers tips to improve eiectricai efficiency and safety 

_ 
nergy use and costs 

' typically rise as the 
I mercury rises. The 

Illinois Electric Council 
suggests energy- and money-sav¬ 
ing measures so you and your 
home can better weather the 
summer heat and humidity. 

“There are a number of 
simple, economical ways to 
boost comfort, save energy, and 
reduce electric bills,” says Molly 
Hall, Illinois Electric Council Ex¬ 
ecutive Director. “Most of these 
energy-saving steps can pay for 
themselves relatively quickly. For 
example, weather stripping and 
caulking are inexpensive ways to 
boost efficiency and cut energy 
costs year round.” 

A substantial portion of 
total residential energy costs is 
spent cooling homes. Reduce 
energy costs and ready the air 
conditioner with a cleaning and 
tune-up. Clean or change filters 
monthly during the cooling 
season. An efficiently running 
cooling system will save dol¬ 
lars. If you're purchasing a new 
unit, check the efficiency rating, 
or SEER. The higher the SEER 
number the more efficient the 
air conditioner. For greater op¬ 
erating efficiency, install the unit 
in a shady area, and keep free of 
plant overgrowth and debris. 

Most of summer heat build¬ 
up in homes comes through 
windows. Simply closing cur¬ 
tains, blinds, and shades can 
reduce this heat gain by up to 
40 percent, and save big dollars 
in cooling costs. Installing aw¬ 
nings or shutters over windows 
exposed to direct sunlight can 
reduce indoor heat gain by up to 
70 percent. Outdoor landscap¬ 
ing that includes shade trees and 
insulating foundation plants can 
also reduce energy costs. 

Ventilate the attic and check 
insulation. Adequately sized 

vents and/or an attic fan can help 
keep hot air from building up. 
If your attic has less than 6 to 8 
inches of insulation, consider 
adding more. Proper attic insula¬ 
tion can save up to 30 percent 
of your cooling bill. Be sure the 
insulation doesn’t block vents or 
cover exhaust fans. 

Another inexpensive way to 
keep cool and reduce air condi¬ 
tioning costs is to use ceiling and 
oscillating fans to create a “wind 
chill” effect. The moving air makes 
the temperature feel cooler, and 
allows a higher air conditioner 
thermostat setting while main¬ 
taining cooling comfort. For each 
1-degree increase in the thermo¬ 
stat setting, cooling costs can be 
trimmed by about 3 percent 

Follow these operating tips 
for greater energy efficiency and 
reduction in air conditioning costs: 

• Install a timer or program¬ 
mable thermostat to raise and 
lower the temperature auto¬ 
matically. Leave it on a higher 
temperature while you’re 
away, and set it to cool the 
house half an hour before 
you return home. 

• Turn off unnecessary lights 
and television sets you’re not 
watching. Don’t leave com¬ 
puters on when not in use. 

• Make sure heat-producing 
appliances like televisions 
and lamps are away from the 
thermostat. They will raise the 
temperature at the thermostat 
and cause the air conditioner 
to run when it is not needed. 

• Plan to do hot work—washing 
and drying clothes, cooking 
and baking—during cooler 
morning and evening hours. 

• Keep your kitchen cooler by 
cooking in a microwave oven, 
or grill outdoors. 
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“Increased summer electric 
demand not only can place a 
strain on budgets, it can place 
a serious strain on your home’s 
electrical system - a dangerous 
shock and fire hazard,” cautions 
Hall. “Flickering or dimming 
lights, television or computer 
monitors; or frequent circuit 
breaker trips, are signs of an over¬ 
loaded electrical system or faulty 
wiring that should be checked 
immediately by a professional.” 

Homeowners can take 
simple electrical safety measures 
that can prevent overloaded 
outlets and serious damage and 
injury, according to Hall. 

‘Avoid using extension cords, 
and don’t use multiple plugs 
in outlets,” she advises. “Check 
plugs and electric cords for fray¬ 
ing or cracks, and never run 
cords across high-traffic areas, 
behind curtains or baseboards, or 
underneath rugs or furniture.” 

The IEC and its Safe Electric¬ 
ity program offer information 
year round to help consumers 
use electric energy efficiently 
and safely. For more information 
and tips to help cut costs and 
improve home safety, visit the 
Web sites www.IECouncil.org, 
and www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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ommunities and non¬ 
profit organizations 
served by an Illinois 

electric cooperative can 
^ still receive up to $50,000 

to help with the installation of 
geothermal heating and cooling 
systems through a grant program 
administered by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC) and funded by the Illinois 
Clean Energy Community Founda¬ 
tion. Applicant structures must be 
in use at least 50 hours per week to 
have their grant requests approved. 

The U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency calls geothermal 
heating and cooling systems “the 
most energy efficient, environmen¬ 

tally clean and cost-effective space 
conditioning systems available.” 

Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s Manager Rick 
Colgan says, “We are very excited 
about the availability of this grant 
because this will really help some 
of our local schools or churches 
save money on their monthly en¬ 
ergy bills. Geothermal systems on 
average can cut energy expenses 
by 50 percent, and have been 
proven to decrease maintenance 
costs as well.” 

”The Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation appreci¬ 
ates the leadership of the electric 
cooperatives on this effort,” says 
James Mann, Executive Director 

of Illinois Clean Energy Com¬ 
munity Foundation. “We see this 
as a breakthrough opportunity 
for public and non-profit orga¬ 
nizations. They can benefit from 
improved comfort in their facili¬ 
ties, lower operating and mainte¬ 
nance costs and reduced energy 
use, leading to less pollution in 
Illinois communities.” 

For more information about 
the geothermal system funding 
program, contact Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative 
Member Services, Jerry Houser, 
at (618) 842-2196 or the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives at (217)529-5561, or go to 
www.aiec.coop. 

Webster’s Dictionary defines integrity as an adherence 
to a code of values. It’s also one of the four core values your 
Touchstone Energy® cooperative follows every day. Your co-op is 
here to serve you and your community, period. We don’t have to 
make a profit or answer to shareholders, and that’s what makes 
us different. You’ll always be number one with us. 

We’re your Touchstone Energy cooperative, the power of human connections. 

Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Maintaining 
Our Integrity 
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The Value of a Dollar 
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Recognize Farm 
Electric Hazards 
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Office Closing  I6d 

From left to rightare Lead Lineman Jerry Kin¬ 

ney, Line Crew Foreman Mike Richardson and 

2nd Year Apprentic Lineman Jason Mckinney. 
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Wayne-White 
Improves Substation Safety 

t the 67th Annual Meet- 
ing of the Wayne-White 

w^Br^^Counties Electric Coop¬ 
erative on April 2, 2004, 

members of Wayne-White were 
briefed about the cooperatives past 
and present efforts to improve pow¬ 
er quality and reliability. In 2003 
and into 2004 our linemen have 
worked hard at upgrading our distri¬ 
bution system through what we call 
reconversion. 

Line reconversion replaces old 
poles as necessary and replaces old 
brittle copper lines with ACSR (alu¬ 
minum conductor, steel reinforced 
lines). ACSR is stronger and can 
better withstand damage during 
wind and ice storms. In 2003, 28 
miles of single phase, 11 miles of 
three phase, and the entire village of 
Springerton were reconverted. 

Since TREE LIMBS CAUSE OUT¬ 
AGES, another important part of the 
upgrade of our distribution system 
is vegetation management. In 2003, 
our Brontosaurus crews cleared 
179 miles of line. Our contract and 
cooperative crews trimmed 10,403 
trees and removed an additional 

5,136 trees in troublesome loca¬ 
tions. 

While line reconversion and 
vegetation management is still a pri¬ 
ority in 2004, another component of 
the system upgrade is starting to be 
accomplished. This is the upgrade 
of our distribution substations. Sub¬ 
stations step down electricity from 
the transmission system’s 69,000 
volts to 7,200 volts - the voltage 
that is common in the countryside. 

In 2004 we will be upgrading 
some of the system’s 24 substations, 
improving voltage and power qual¬ 
ity, as well as the safety of our line¬ 
men. Wayne-White linemen recently 
completed the upgrade of our 
Noble substation (pictured above). 
Most of the upgrade in the Noble 
substation had to do with safety. 
The perimeter fence was expanded 
to provide more work room within 
the substation, a new grounding 
grid was installed in the newer part 
of the substation, the perimeter 
grounding grid was expanded, and 
new gravel was laid throughout the 
substation. Pictured above is the 
line crew that performed the work. 
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The Value of a Dollar $ $ $ $ 
What is a dollar worth those days? 

veryone today is 
working hard to 
make a living, so it 

makes sense that most 
f§ strive to maximize even' 

dollar. Coupons in the mailbox 
save money at the grocery store 
and shoppers are always looking 
for the best deal. 

But how much do consum¬ 
ers really know about the value 
of those hard-earned dollars? 
One dollar’s worth of gasoline 
will buy about 13 miles in the 
family SUV And one dollar will 
supply enough milk for eight 
bowls of cereal. 

Yet while most keep close 
tabs on the price of milk and 
eggs, many have no idea what 

the going rate is for one of our 
most crucial commodities—elec¬ 
tricity. 

Each day, thousands of mem¬ 
bers of the Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative wake 
up and flip a switch to start the 
day. But how much value for the 
dollar do they get when the bill 
comes from the cooperative? 

Actually, a lot. 
Electric utilities sell electric¬ 

ity by the kilowatt hour (kwh). 
To give that some perspective, 
burning one 100-watt light bulb 
for 10 hours would equal one 
kwh. At Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative, rates are 
set based on volume, so residen¬ 
tial rates typically start at $0.10 

per kwh and can dip to as low 
as $0.03 kwh during the cold 
winter months’ heating season. 

So what can members do 
with rates that low? Even on 
the high end at $0.10 per kwh, 
one dollar buys 83 hours of 
the 2004 Olympic games on 
your new flat screen TV Or 37 
hours playing games on your 
computer. Or - if you really 
need it - a long, luxurious 
four-and-a-half-hour shower. 

Wayne-White is committed 
to providing safe, reliable, and 
affordable electric service to its 
members. Our members can 
rest assured that when they 
flip the switch, they are getting 
good value for their money. 

eat pumps are po¬ 
tentially the most 
efficient type of 
electric heat. When 

they’re properly installed, 
at pumps can deliver 1 1/2 to 

3 times more heat energy to a 
home than the electric energy 
they consume. Unfortunately, 
the energy savings produced by 
the heat pump’s design are of¬ 
ten lost to poor installation and 
neglected maintenance. 

All heat pumps include two 
different systems that produce 
heat. During moderately cool 
weather, your heat pump en¬ 
gages its first stage to heat your 
home. In this most-efficient 
mode, it works like an air con¬ 
ditioner in reverse, using a com¬ 
pressor to circulate refrigerant 
through the outdoor coil and 
gathering heat from the outdoor 
air. The refrigerant then carries 
heat to the indoor coil and re¬ 
leases it into the home. This first 
stage works well down to about 
35 degrees. 

Below this temperature, 
heat pumps don’t work as ef¬ 

fectively, and the second stage 
of heat is activated. This less- 
effective stage utilizes electric 
resistance coils to produce heat, 
but it is the only option during 
severe weather. Heat pump ther¬ 
mostats usually have a light that 
alerts you when resistance heat 
is on. The more your system de¬ 
pends on the resistance coils for 
heating, the higher your energy 
bill. Efficiency improvements 
can reduce your reliance on this 
second-stage electric resistance 
heat. 

For example, duct leakage is 
the most serious and common 
cause of high heat pump energy 
bills. Duct leaks allow your ex¬ 
pensive conditioned air to leak 
to the outdoors. The most im¬ 
portant duct air leaks are those 
nearest the heat pump’s indoor 
cabinet because the air pressure 
is greatest there and the tem¬ 
perature of the air is the highest. 
Sealing these duct leaks can save 
you a lot of energy and money. 

Incorrect refrigerant charge 
is another common performance 
problem. An incorrectly-charged 
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system must work overtime 
to deliver heat to the home. A 
qualified technician can check 
this charge and add or remove 
refrigerant as needed. 

Inadequate airflow also 
lowers the performance of heat 
pumps, and under-sized ducts 
are the most common cause. 
Proper duct sizing solves this 
problem. 

Though many heating and 
air conditioning companies 
don’t include testing and ad¬ 
justment of refrigerant and 
airflow during their service 
calls, you should ask to have 
these important procedures in¬ 
cluded. Your technician should 
test and seal duct leaks, check 
and adjust refrigerant charge, 
and test and improve airflow. 
All are worth the expense to 
be sure that your heat pump 
is operating at maximum effi¬ 
ciency. 
Source: John Krigger, Sat¬ 
urn Resource Management 
(www. residential-energy, com) 
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Raising Tall Equipment 
Into Overhead Lines Wiring in 

Buildings 
children these potential danger 
areas to avoid. For storing hay 
and lumber or any material, find 
other areas away from overhead 
lines. In fact, it is best not to 
use the 10-foot area around any 
power line as a travel route or 
storage area. 

Undersized and Worn 
xtension Cords 

Recognize Farm Electrical Hazards 
uring the rush of 

I harvest, or every¬ 
day hurry to beat a 

storm cloud, it’s easy 
to make a mistake with 
lavy farm equipment. That 

split second mistake could 
cost someone you love his 
or her life. Operating farm 
equipment near energized 
power lines can be espe¬ 
cially dangerous. Take a few 
minutes to review the fol¬ 
lowing safety tips with your 
family and employees. 

Four common on-farm 
electrical risks are listed be¬ 
low to get your discussion 
started. The first hazard is 
associated with overhead 
power lines, while the oth¬ 
ers describe unsafe wir¬ 
ing inside buildings. 

Don’t make this mistake. Stay clear of guy wires. Accidentally hitting guy wires weakens the sup¬ 

port for utility poles. Know the height of all equipment and stay at least 10 feet away from overhead 

lines. Never attempt to raise or move a downed power line. 
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wiring materials and 
methods are needed in agricul¬ 
tural buildings, particularly those 
housing livestock and poultry. 
Moisture, dust, and corrosive 
vapors from animal manure 
can cause conventional wiring 
(used in homes) to prematurely 
deteriorate. Inadequate wiring 
increases the risk of a fire. At the 
very least, the result could be a 
power outage. This can interrupt 
ventilation fans in confined poul¬ 
try or swine buildings, causing 
devastating losses. 

Keep yourself and your loved 
ones safe by recognizing those 
situations that invite an electrical 
accident. Even though electric¬ 
ity is our safest form of energy, it 
must be understood and respect¬ 
ed. Most accidents are prevent¬ 
able, it just takes a few minutes 
of family education and discus¬ 
sion. 
Source: National Food and Energy 
Council, www. nfec. org. 
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on the farm needs 
to understand that overhead 
power lines are not insulated. 
Each year, dozens of people are 
killed or permanently injured as 
tall farm equipment accidentally 
touches a line. Of particular 
concern are grain augers, hay 
stackers, combines, fold-up cul¬ 
tivators, tractor front loaders, 
and portable irrigation pipe. 

Consider the location of 
power lines on your farm, par¬ 
ticularly those that cross heavily 
traveled areas or pathways to 
fields. Make sure everyone un¬ 
derstands that these areas are 
potential hazards, and knows 
the clearance height of tall 
equipment. 

Children, in particular, are at 
greater risk if they are in a tree, 
on a roof, or on stacks of hay 
located under power lines. Show 

circuits in homes and 
farm buildings are protected 
from overheating by a fuse or 
circuit breaker. But an extension 
cord has no protection. If an un¬ 
dersized cord is asked to carry 
more current than its wire size 
can handle, there’s nothing to 
keep the wires from overheating 
and possibly starting a fire. 

Replace any light duty ex¬ 
tension cords that serve multi¬ 
ple appliances, or have worn or 
brittle insulation. Avoid running 
cords under rugs, because this 
traps in heat and adds to the 
risk of fire. 

16c 



Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 

• Voluntary and open membership 

Farmers are Part of 
Our Electric Cooperative 

Stay safe this harvest season by always 
watching for overhead electric lines. 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

rt in 

ur office will be closed Mon¬ 
day, September 6, in honor of 
Labor Day. 
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Celebrating Co-ops and 
Their Contributions 

his month, the 
nation’s 900 electric 

cooperatives join the 
M more than 40,000 co¬ 

operatives around the country 
to celebrate National Co-op Month. 
The cooperative form of business 
is making a difference in all aspects 
of life—utilities, housing, agricul¬ 
ture, health care, bank¬ 
ing, insurance, and 
childcare. Coopera¬ 
tives serve 120 million 
members, or four in 10 
Americans. 

Electric coopera¬ 
tives, like all coopera¬ 
tive forms of business, 
are locally owned and 
operated. The fact that 
co-ops are owned by 
the consumers they 
serve keeps co-ops fo¬ 
cused on your needs 
and local priorities. 
That means conducting 
business through a lo¬ 
cally elected board of 
directors and an annu¬ 
al meeting where con¬ 
sumers can be involved 
in the democratic process of gov¬ 
erning their co-op. It’s the “people” 
part—the personal involvement, 
the grassroots activities—that char¬ 
acterizes what electric co-ops are all 
about. 

Your electric cooperative’s 
commitment to you begins with 
helping you keep your electric bill 
as low as possible. We deliver ser¬ 
vice to you at the cost of service. 
There are no hidden fees and no 
profits for investors in faraway cit¬ 
ies. Any money that is left over stays 
in our community and is put to 
work strengthening the economic 
well being of our towns and neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

Because electric co-ops are so 
closely linked to their communities, 
there are countless examples of 

Your local 
electric co-op 
is a company 
that cares 

about the 
people it 
serves. 

COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 

activities that have the “co-op touch”: 
conducting safety programs at 
schools and at the local library; help¬ 
ing elderly citizens with home re¬ 
pairs; sponsoring local fairs; working 
with community organizations to get 
new businesses or new housing start¬ 
ed; participating with civic groups 
in developing and improving health¬ 

care and crime-watch 
programs; contributing 
computers or satellite 
dishes to schools, com¬ 
munity colleges and the 
local hospitals—the list 
goes on and on. 

All these things— 
helping consumers save 
energy, economic devel¬ 
opment, and volunteer- 
ism—point to one thing: 
your electric co-op and 
its staff are more than 
just an electric utility. 
They are an integral 
part of the community. 
That’s why electric co¬ 
ops will continue to do 
everything they can to 
improve the quality of 
life in your community. 

Service means not only making sure 
the electricity is flowing, but also 
making sure that the community and 
its citizens are thriving and prosper¬ 
ing. 

Service means helping friends, 
neighbors, and business colleagues 
on Main Street and nearby—the 
people you see on a day-to-day basis. 
Service means reaching toward new 
horizons to make life better for every¬ 
one. 

Your local electric co-op is a com¬ 
pany that cares about the people it 
serves. That service goes a long way 
beyond keeping the lights on. It’s 
neighbors helping neighbors. That’s 
what it’s all about—that’s the electric 
co-op tradition. At an electric co-op 
people have the power because they 
own the co-op. 
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What Are Your Electricity Rates At 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative? 
|! H It's been awhile sinee 

■ we have published 
fF' your electrical usage 

:ff rates at Wayne-White 
■ Counties Electrical Coopera¬ 
tive. Currently there are seven 

main rate classes in Wayne- 
White’s rate structure. The most 
common rates are presented 
below: Rate Schedule 1&2, Rural 
Residential, Towns, Villages and 
Public Buildings, and Residential 
and Public Buildings Electric 
Heat Rate. Rate Schedule 1 is the 
normal residential rate, while 
Rate Schedule 2 is for homes 
with electric heat. The complete 
rate structure is always available 
for your review at the co-op. 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Rate Schedule 1&2 
Rural Residential, Towns, 

Villages and Public Buildings 
Residential & Public Buildings 

Electric Heat Rate 

■ TYPE OF SERVICE 
Single-Phase, 60 Hertz, at 

the following voltage: 120/240 V 
or 240/480 V 

■ AVAILABILITY 
Available for residential and 

public building service for all 
uses including lighting, heating, 
and power for motors up to and 
including 15 horsepower, sub¬ 
ject to the rules and regulations, 
as established or as may be from 
time to time adopted by the co¬ 
operative. The electric heat rate 

is available to those consumers 
who install permanently con¬ 
nected primary electric heating 
equipment. 

■ CONDITIONS OF SERVICE 
All wiring, pole lines, and 

other electrical equipment be¬ 
yond the metering point shall be 
considered the distribution sys¬ 
tem of the consumer and shall 
be furnished and maintained by 
the consumer. 

RATE PER MONTH 
Facility Charge 
First 750 kwh 
Next 750 kwh 
Balance 

$16.00 
$0.1000/kwh 
$0.0890/kwh 
$0.0790/kwh 

■ ELECTRIC HEAT RATE 
PER MONTH 

Effective for Consumption 
November 1 to May 1 
Facility Charge 
First 750 kwh 
Next 750 kwh 
Balance 

$16.00 
$0.1000/kwh 
$0.0890/kwh 
$0.0500/kwh 

■ WHOLESALE PURCHASE POWER 
COST ADJUSTMENT 

The energy charges in the 
above rate shall be increased or 
decreased by 0.11 mill per kwh 
for each 0.10 mill, or major frac¬ 
tion thereof, by which the coop¬ 
erative’s total wholesale power 
cost per kwh purchased for the 
preceding month exceeds or is 
less than 4.27 cents per kwh. 
This provision applies only when 
approved by the board of direc¬ 
tors. 

■ MINIMUM CHARGE 
The minimum monthly 

charge under the above rate 
shall be $22.00 where services 
requiring 25 kVA or less of 
transformer capacity are re¬ 
quired. For members requiring 
more than 25 kVA of trans¬ 
former capacity, the minimum 
monthly charge shall be in¬ 
creased by $1.50 for each kVA 
or fraction thereof required in 
excess of 25 kVA. 

SERVICE PROVISION 
Both power and lighting 

shall be billed at the above 
rate. Each connection or meter 
must be billed separately. 

TERMS OF PAYMENT 
The above rates are net, 

the gross rates being 10 per¬ 
cent higher. In the event the 
current monthly bill is not paid 
by the 10th of the month, the 
gross rate shall apply. 

A TAX CLAUSE 
In addition to the charges 

herein provided for, the con¬ 
sumer shall reimburse and pay 
the seller an amount equal 
to any state or local taxes ac¬ 
cessed or charged for the sale 
or furnishing of electricity by 
the seller to the consumer; 
said amounts to be added to 
the consumer’s monthly bills. 

If you have questions 
concerning your rates, call 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative’s billing depart¬ 
ment at (618) 842-2196. 

Linemen can restore power after a storm in the blink 
of an eye, scale a pole in seconds flat, and still find 

time to retrieve Mrs. Murphy’s cat from the tree. 
Linemen are supermen without capes, and they are 

the power of human connections. 
Brought to you by your local Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 
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The least expensive bulbs 
may cost you the most. 
By Tina Farmer, Intern 

n 1879 Thomas Edison 
had a bright idea - a light 

bulb - now the icon for all 
bright ideas. While many of 

us still use a version of Edison’s 
incandescent bulb, grabbing the 

first one we glide past while speed- 
ing through the supermarket aisles, 
this least expensive of bulbs may 
not be the most economical in the 
long run. 

Shopping for new light bulbs 
can be confusing. Which is best? 
Which lasts longest? Which will 
save you money? Below, we have 
broken down and simplified the dif¬ 
ferent bulb types to make the com¬ 
parison easier. 

■ Incandescent- The most 
common light bulbs are the in¬ 
candescent bulbs. They cost about 
$0.75 per bulb and last about 750 
to 1,000 hours (long-life bulbs may 
last up to 2,500 hours). They give a 
comfortable spectrum of light and 
work well with the dimmer switches 
that are so popular in homes. They 
also waste energy. Lots of it. In fact, 
about 90 percent of the energy they 
produce is released not as light, but 
as heat. While this may be fine dur¬ 
ing the cooler months, it can mean 
higher air conditioning bills in the 
warmer ones. 

■ Halogen- Halogen bulbs are 
more efficient than incandescent 
bulbs and bum longer. They have a 
standard life of approximately 2,250 
to 3,500 hours and with continued 
use maintain their clean white light 
without fading. Unfortunately, rath¬ 
er than using energy efficient stan¬ 
dard halogen bulbs, most halogen 
users employ high-wattage halogen 
tubes. These energy gluttons create 
four times more heat than incandes¬ 

cent bulbs and, with temperatures 
reaching about 1,200 degrees, 
they can be serious fire hazards. 

■ Compact Fluorescent- 
The words “fluorescent light” 
may bring horrifying recollec¬ 
tions of buzzing light fixtures and 
visions of dull, sickly, institu¬ 
tional type lighting. But it’s time 
to rethink that image. Today’s 
fluorescent bulbs are the most 
energy efficient form of lighting 
out there and the most economical 
to operate. New electronic bal¬ 
lasts have quieted the buzz and the 
phosphor-coated glass tubes pro¬ 
duce a soothing spectrum of light 
that closely mimics that of the 
incandescent bulbs. Fluorescents 
consume only about one-quarter to 
one-third of the energy as incan- 
descents and last 10,000 hours or 
more! Replacing the high-use bulbs 
in your home with fluorescent 
bulbs can reduce your lighting costs 
by about half. The newest bulbs are 
about the same length as tradition¬ 
al bulbs and will fit in most light 
fixtures. And for those die-hard 
dimmer users out there, new dim- 
mable fluorescent bulbs are being 
marketed for home use. 

The initial cost of fluorescent 
bulbs is higher, around $5 com¬ 
pared to the $0.75 incandescent 
bulb, but you should keep in mind 
that the operating cost of a 7 5-watt 
incandescent bulb will be about $6 
over its relatively short life span. 
Replacing a 100-watt incandescent 
bulb with a 32-watt compact fluo¬ 
rescent bulb can save about $30 in 
operating costs over the life of the 
bulb and provides the same light 
output. You should also consider 
the environmental benefits when 
deciding whether to undergo the 
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fluorescent 
conversion. 

A 20-watt 
compact fluorescent bulb 
will use about 550 kilowatt-hours 
of electricity less than a 75-watt 
incandescent bulb. That equates to 
500 pounds of coal that will not be 
used in coal-fired power plants and 
1,300 pounds of carbon dioxide and 
20 pounds of sulfur that will not 
be released as environmental pol¬ 
lution. The government estimates 
that replacing one incandescent 
bulb in every U.S. household with a 
compact fluorescent bulb would be 
the pollution-saving equivalent of 
removing one million cars from our 
streets. 

There are several lighting op¬ 
tions to choose from when illumi¬ 
nating your home. Many people 
will remain loyal to Edison’s “bright 
idea,” but the new fluorescent light¬ 
ing options are certainly worth a 
look. They are more energy efficient, 
more economical to operate, and 
environmentally friendlier. For more 
information about compact fluores¬ 
cent lighting options, visit the fed¬ 
eral government’s ENERGY STAR 
Web site at www.energystar.gov. 
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Pleasant Grove Christian Church Turns 
One hundred and 
fifty years ago, west¬ 
ward expansion was 
hitting its stride just 

as the issue of slavery was 
coming to a boil with the Kan- 
sas-Nebraska Act of 1854. The 
same summer that Kansas and 
Nebraska drew the line that 
would inflame pre-war hostility, 
a small group of settlers founded 
a church in a “pleasant grove” 
in southern Illinois. As Pleasant 
Grove Christian Church, lo¬ 
cated between Jeffersonville and 
Cisne, prepares to mark its 150th 

anniversary, church member Walt 
Townsend was eager to share the 
congregation’s story. 

“As the name implies, the 
selected site was a grove. We are 
at the same site today, though 
the church building has been 
changed,” Townsend said. 
“There were two doors origi¬ 
nally. The women and children 
entered through the left door 
and sat on the left-hand side. 
The men entered the door on 
the right and sat on the right 
side. During remodeling, we 
changed the building to just one 
doorway.” 

On June 27, 1854, evangelist 
J.C. Ashley presided over the 
meeting that started it all. Joseph 
Phillips was named elder, while 
Jesse Milner and Clarissa Phil¬ 
lips were named deacon and 
deaconess among the 27 original 
members. Today, Pleasant Grove 
Christian Church remains an in¬ 
timate group with approximately 
45-50 in attendance each Sunday. 

A testament to the meaning¬ 
ful and close-knit nature of 
the church was demonstrated 
when Ms Jan Townsend, Walt’s 
wife, and Ms Shirley Brach set 
to work crafting stained glass 
windows for the church. Jan and 
Shirley designed the windows 
and Jan built them. In order 
for Jan to complete the intricate 
2-year task, the members of the 

church volun¬ 
teered to watch 
the Townsend chil¬ 
dren and helped 
with meals. The 
windows are now 
a defining feature 
that greets mem¬ 
bers and passersby. 

Plans for the 
150th anniversary celebration, to 
be held October 3, reflect the 
quaint atmosphere preserved by 
this congregation. The day will 
start with a homecoming at the 
morning worship service as sev¬ 
eral past ministers return to share 
their memories of Pleasant Grove 
and how it has impacted lives. 
Following the service there will 
be a potluck picnic outside. 

“We will have good food, 
gospel singing and some cotton 
candy for the kids,” Townsend 
said. 

There is much around the 
church to remind members of 
their storied past, including a 
grove of century-old trees nearby. 

“There are huge trees outside 
with large bases. They are hollow 
because folks used to tie their 
horses to them when they were 
smaller,” said Townsend. “The 
horses would bang the trees with 
their hooves, bruising it and caus¬ 
ing them to grow hollow.” 

Wayne-White County Electric 
Cooperative has been lighting 
the way for the congregation of 
Pleasant Grove Christian Church 
since the late 1930s. In recent 
years, Walt Townsend has just 
one memory of the lights not 
coming on. 

“I can think of only one 
time in 20 plus years when we 
didn’t have electricity. It was dur¬ 
ing a bad ice storm in the early 
80s. We brought a generator 
and had church anyway,” recalls 
Townsend. 

Though the cooperative 
has grown to serve many large 
industrial members in addition 
to residential and small-load cus¬ 
tomers, relationships with mem¬ 
bers like Pleasant Grove remind 
us all of the roots of the rural 
electric cooperative. 

In honor of that relationship, 
Wayne White Counties Electric 
Cooperative wishes Pleasant 
Grove Christian Church a Happy 
150th Birthday! 
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CEO Reflections 

Continuing to Light the Path 
to the Future 

ver the past two 
years, your elec¬ 
tric cooperative 
has been changing 

with a purpose. We are 
working hard to “Light the 

path to the future.” 
Working toward the goals es¬ 

tablished by the board two years 
ago, we are keeping 
the co-op financially 
stable. It pleases me to 
say that we are better 
off today than we have 
been in quite some 
time. We want to keep 
the lights on, and we 
have seen a dramatic 
reduction in outages 
over the past few 
years. We wanted to 
improve our member 
relations, and began 
“Coffee on the Co-op” 
to give our members 
a chance to tell US mmmmmmmmmm 

what’s important to 
them. We also decided to move 
the annual meeting from town to 
town so that all of our members 
have the opportunity to attend it 
in a location that is convenient 
for them. We wanted to nail down 
a wholesale power supply con¬ 
tract, and that was accomplished 
in December 2003. We signed a 
contract (effective Jan 1, 2006) 
that provides us with a power 
supply through 2010 at a cost less 

“There are 

only two op¬ 

tions regarding 

commitment. 

You're either in 

or you're out. 

There's no such 

thing as life in 

between." 

- Pat Riley 

than what we pay today! Finally, 
we want to retire capital credits, 
and our planning will enable us 
to offer that option beginning 
in 2006. It will be the first capi¬ 
tal credit retirement since 1997. 
There are a lot of things going on 
at WWCEC to be excited about. 

Although I’m naturally opti¬ 
mistic, I am optimistic 

I for the co-op for dif- 
| ferent reasons. It is 
| an optimism born out 
I of a lot of hard work 
I and discipline by your 

Board of Directors. 
We spoke with mem- 

| bers and employees 
to help us develop a 

| plan. Over the past 
S two years we started 

turning this co-op ship 
| around. It will take 

several more years to 
I complete the turn, but 

positive things, once 
started, are hard to 

stop. That’s why I’m optimistic. 
That’s why WWCEC will succeed 
and continue to serve its mem¬ 
bers. 

I believe that when you do 
things for the right reasons, ev¬ 
erybody wins. We can be proud of 
that direction. 

I would like to wrap up with a 
special thanks to our veterans and 
a wish for a happy Thanksgiving 
for all our members. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative is 
committed to improving service to our members. 

o 
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Wayne-White’s first crew included: 

Mike Richardson, Line Crew 
Foreman, Geff 
Gerry Kinney, Lead Lineman, 
Fairfield 
Nathan Coston, Outpostman, 
Norris City 
Jason Atteberry, Journeyman 
Lineman, Mt. Erie 
Kerry Meritt, Journeyman Line¬ 
man, Wayne City 
Jason McKinney, 2nd Year 
Apprentice Lineman, Wayne City 

Wayne-White’s second crew 
included: 

Carl McKibben, Outpostman, 
Fairfield 
Dave Johnson, Outpostman, 
McLeansboro 
Lee Johnson, Journeyman Line¬ 
man, Carmi 
Chad Hinkle, Journeyman Line¬ 
man, Fairfield 
Lindey Simpson, 3rd year Appren¬ 
tice Lineman, Geff 
David Vaughan, 2 nd year Appren¬ 
tice Lineman, Fairfield 

As of the writing of this article, 
there continue to be people in the 
southern coastal states without power 
-- in some cases, without homes. 
Electrical crews are working hard to 
restore that power. “Our thoughts 
are with all those in the Southern 
states that have been affected. We 
want them to know that Wayne-White 
is glad to have worked with them in 
this time of need,” said Jerry White. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
Lends a Hand 

said the Illinois crews had helped 
them make remarkable progress. By 
Thursday, September 23, power was 
completely restored to homes in the 
area Wayne-White crews were work¬ 
ing and Baldwin EMC released the 
crews. 

Before the Wayne-White crew 
left Baldwin EMC however, another 
call for help came from Southern 
Pines Cooperative in southern Ala¬ 
bama. The Wayne-White crew was 
transferred to Southern Pines on 
Thursday and began work there. On 
Friday, September 24, Wayne-White 
dispatched another crew of six line¬ 
men to Southern Pines to relieve the 
first crew. The original Wayne-White 
crew in Alabama returned home to 
Fairfield on Saturday, September 
25. The second crew continued to 
help Southern Pines until they were 
released and returned home on Oc¬ 
tober 1st. 

“While we don’t experience 
hurricanes here in Illinois, we know 
what it feels like to be hit by a crip¬ 
pling act of nature like a tornado or 
ice storm,” said Jerry Houser, Vice 
President of Member Services for 
Wayne-White. “We are proud of the 
employees who have volunteered 
time away from their families and life 
to assist others in need.” 
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urricane Ivan was still 
boiling off the coast of 

| the southern states when 
Wayne-White Counties 

m Electric Cooperative got the 
^ call. Cooperatives across South¬ 

ern Alabama needed help. 
Much of the shoreline was evacu¬ 

ated in anticipation of the category- 
four storm, but some employees from 
Baldwin Electric Membership Cor¬ 
poration, a Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperative in Summerdale, Ala., 
stayed behind and waited out the 
storm. They knew that they would 
have a big job on their hands in the 
aftermath. 

The night of September 15, 
Ivan's punishing wind and rain 
pounded the area and sent 25-foot 
swells crashing onto the beach 
community at Gulf Shores, tearing 
down power lines, trees and build¬ 
ings, peeling off siding from homes 
and throwing cars. 

Wayne-White sprung into ac¬ 
tion Thursday morning, selecting and 
dispatching a team of six linemen in 
three trucks to aid the restoration 
effort Baldwin EMC was beginning to 
undertake. 

“By Thursday morning it was 
clear that the damage was extensive. 
There was no question we would 
send as much help as we could,” said 
Jerry White, Superintendent of Op¬ 
erations at Wayne-White. “Ivan was 
the deadliest hurricane since Floyd 
in 1999. They needed help and it is 
a cooperative principle that coopera¬ 
tives help one another in times of 
need.” 

The clean up would be exten¬ 
sive. Ivan’s force had downed power 
lines and sparked transformer fail¬ 
ures, causing a dangerous situation 
for anyone near the lines. Thousands 
were left without power. President 
Bush visited with workers Sunday 
and declared a state of emergency. 

The Wayne-White crew was 
among other Illinois cooperatives as¬ 
signed to restore power to the north¬ 
ern portion of Baldwin EMC. In less 
than one week, with the help of the 
Illinois cooperatives, Baldwin had re¬ 
stored power to 33,000 of its 56,000 
members. On Wednesday, September 
22, Shane Ellison of Baldwin EMC 
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Prune Now or Pay Later 
Inadequate vegetation management carries a high price 
By Tina Farmer, Intern 

levators jerked to a halt. Trains 
^^1 screeched to a stop. The lights went out 
HH and darkness reigned. August 14, 2003, 

was a call to arms for many in the elec¬ 
tric industry. An underestimated foe had 

breached the northeast United States’ and Can¬ 
ada’s electrical grids. The infiltrator? Untrimmed 

tree branches scraping against power lines. 
The official report issued by the federal govern¬ 

ment cited overgrown trees as the cause of the larg¬ 
est blackout in our nation’s history. The Ohio utility 
responsible for the maintenance of the right-of-way 
in which the trees reside was criticized for inade¬ 
quate vegetation management techniques. Had those 
trees been properly pruned, says the report, the mas¬ 
sive blackout may have been averted. 

Tree trimming is a necessary concession we 
must make for electric reliability. In fact, it is one of 
the best ways to ensure that our lights will stay on 
during the most violent of storms. Proper pruning 
techniques not only mitigate the risk to electric lines, 
but the “natural” methods practiced by certified util¬ 
ity arborists encourage the health and strength of 
trees. Natural pruning methods include side pruning, 
“X” or through pruning, and crown reduction. 

Side pruning, used when only the side of the 
tree has grown into the lines, is accomplished by the 
total removal of the branches on one side of a tree, 
making the tree look as if it were cut in half. “X” or 
through pruning, is necessary when the tree has 
grown around lines and they are literally running 
through the foliage. A “V” shape is cut out of the 
center of the tree to eliminate contact with lines. The 
alternative to this method of pruning is complete 

tree removal. Crown reduction is the most radical 
method of trimming and requires the removal of all 
of the top branches, or crown, of the tree. If a tree is 
properly maintained early in its life, crown reduction 
can be avoided. 

Often residents are concerned about the unbal¬ 
anced appearance these methods give the tree. It may 
be helpful to keep in mind that natural pruning tech¬ 
niques are endorsed by such groups as the National 
Arborists Association and the International Society of 
Arboriculture as preferable for maintaining the health 
and strength of trees. Methods that are damaging to 
trees include pollarding- the removal of all branches, 
and shearing- trimming just the budding tip portion 
of the branches. Both of these methods can lead to 
weakening of the tree’s infrastructure and accelerated 
growth, making excessive pruning necessary. They 
also subject trees to insect and weather damage. 

While a proactive vegetation management plan 
is imperative to the reliability of our electrical grid, 
co-op members can do their part by incorporating 
space-appropriate vegetation in their landscaping. 
Only low-growth vegetation with a mature height of 
less than 20 feet should be planted near utility lines, 
and never closer than 13 feet from overhead lines. 
Keep in mind that the root system will need room 
to develop and that you should always consult your 
electric cooperative before digging so that under¬ 
ground utility lines can be located. 

For more information about vegetation mainte¬ 
nance in utility right-of-ways or for more information 
about space appropriate vegetation, call your local 
electric cooperative. 
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Students Encouraged To Apply For 
2005IEC Memorial Scholarships 

ick Colgan, President/CEO of Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooperative, has 

Announced that for the 10th consecutive 
year the Illinois electric cooperatives 

will award four $1,000 academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. The four 

scholarships are being awarded through 
the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a col¬ 
lege education in the state of Illinois are 
eligible to participate in the program. Three 
of the four scholarships will be awarded to 
the child of an electric cooperative member. The 
other $1,000 award will go to the child of an elec¬ 
tric cooperative director or employee. Deadline for 
applications to be returned to the cooperative is 
Jan. 1, 2005. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to 
assist electric cooperative youth while honoring 

past rural electric leaders through memorial gifts,” 
said Jerry Houser, Vice President of Member Ser¬ 
vices. “Wayne-White and the other Illinois electric 

cooperatives want to make a difference in their 
communities. One of the best ways we can do 

that is by lending a hand to our youth.” 
Candidates are judged on the 

basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and vol¬ 
unteer experience, school and civic 

activities, and a short essay that demon¬ 
strates their knowledge of electric coopera¬ 

tives. 
The IEC Memorial Scholarship program was 

established in 1994 by the Board of Directors of 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
For official rules and application information, con¬ 
tact your high school guidance counselor or Jerry 
Houser at (618) 842-2196. 

budget 3illing 
his year, Southern Illinois has been 

H H blessed with a reasonably mild summer. 
We dodged severe storms in late summer 

M while watching a number of southern states 
^ get battered by hurricanes Charley, Frances, 

Ivan, and Jeanne. 
Based on historic weather patterns, clima¬ 

tologists will predict a mild winter to follow a mild 
summer. That’s good. Illinois can use the break for 
a number of reasons. One of which has to do with 
energy prices—specifically natural gas prices—that 
are expected to steam a lot of consumers this winter. 

These high fuel costs could cause your total 

utility costs to go up this winter. But there’s a way 
to manage potentially high heating costs through 
the budget billing program at Wayne White. The 
program allows members to pay a flat monthly 
charge for energy usage based on last year’s aver¬ 
ages. This allows members to keep homes and 
families warm during the cold months without fear 
of breaking the bank. Members then settle the dif¬ 
ference between actual usage and what was billed 
at the end of their 12-month period. 

For more information about budget billing, 
call the billing department at Wayne-White, (618) 
842-2196. 

OFFICE CLOSINGS 
UAy 

Our office will he closed November 11 
in honor of our nation’s veterans. 

November 25 and 26, our office will be closed so our 

employees can celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday 
with their families and friends. We wish our members 

a blessed and safe Thanksgiving. 
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In this issue... 
'Twcts the Night Before 
Christmas Outage.. 16b 

Winter Check List for 
Your Home 16c 

Capital Credits 
Conundrum I6d 

Board of Directors, 
Staff, and Employees 

of Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative wish each and 

every one of their members a 

very Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 
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‘Twae the Night Before Christmas Outage 
‘Twas the night before Christmas 

and all through the state 
Not a creature was stirring; 

there was nothing to debate. 
The rights of way had been 

cleared by the men with care 
Just in case big ice storm like 

2000 should appear. 
The cooperative members were 

nestled in their beds 
While vision of the cooperative 

principles danced in their heads. 

Voluntary and open members, 
a crucial decree 

Democratic member control, 
meaning the cooperative 
belongs to you and me. 

Members’ economic participa¬ 
tion results in equal contribution 

Autonomy and independence 
lets each member control 

their institution. 
Education, training and 
information ensures that 
people are in the know 

Cooperation among coopera¬ 
tives allows everyone to assist 

in the event of snow, 
And concern for the community 

is perhaps the most vital, 
as we all know. 

When out of the sky 
there arose such a clatter 

I sprang from my bed to see 
what was the matter. 
Away to the window 

I flew like a flash, 
Tore open the shutters and 

threw up the sash. 
The moon of the breast 
of the new fallen snow, 

Gave luster of midday to 
objects below. 

I reach for the light switch 
and give it a turn 

The power was out, 
I quickly did learn. 

When, what to my wondering 
eyes should appear, 

But a digger-derrick truck 
with eight strapping men 

and their gear. 
With a little old supervisor, 

so lively and quick, 
I knew in a moment it was 

St. Willie Nick. 
More rapid than eagles his 

linemen they came, 

And he whistled and shouted 
and called them by name. 

“Now John! Now Doug! Now 
Peter and Vance! 

Now Bobby, Now Jimmy, 
Now Don, Bert and Lance! 

To the top of the pole, to the 
break in the line, 

Now climb away, splice away, 
fix it in time.” 

As dry leaves that before the 
wild hurricane fly, 

When they meet an obstacle, 
they raise up to the sky. 

So up to the pole-top the 
linemen they flew, 

With the truck full of wire, 
and St. Willie Nick, too. 
And then in a twinkling, 

I heard on the lines, 
The banging of work and 

the trimming of pines. 

As I drew in my head and 
was turning around, 

Up the pole St. Willie Nick 
went with a bound. 

He was dressed in protective 
gear, from his head to his toes, 
And his hard work was evident 

by the dirt on his clothes. 
A bundle of equipment was 

hooked to his belt, 
And the ice on the power lines 

just started to melt. 
His eyes - how they twinkled 

- his dimples how merry 
His cheeks were like roses, his 

nose like a cherry. 
His mouth as a thin line, drawn 

with determination, 
He was certain he would fix this 

bad situation. 
A line splice and fuse link he 

held tight in his hands, 
Knowing he would again light 

up the land. 
He had a bright smile and 

a great attitude, 
The members would soon be 

filled with gratitude. 
With good training and 

preparation, he was confident 
and strong, 

The power to homes would be 
restored before too long. 

With a wink of his eye and a 
twist of his head, 

He soon let me know I had 
nothing to dread. 

He spoke not a word, but 
went straight to his work, 

Fixed the situation, 
then turned with a jerk. 

Then laying a finger aside 
of his nose, 

And giving a nod, 
his work came to a close. 

He brought down the bucket; 
to his crew he gave a shout, 
Away they all drove to the 

next open cutout. 
But I heard him exclaim as 

he drove out of sight, 
“Happy Christmas to all, and 
to all you have light!” 

Editor’s Note: This twist on ‘Twas 
the Night Before Christmas” was 
written by Rob Roedel, corporate 
communications manager, and 
Sandy Trantham, administrative as¬ 
sistant, at the Electric Cooperatives 
of Arkansas. While written with a 
cooperative slant, it certainly ap¬ 
plies to all public power utilities. 

From Wayne-White 
Our offices will be closed on 
Friday, December 24 and Mon¬ 
day, December 27 to allow our 
employees to celebrate the 
holidays with their families. 

Have a safe and 
happy holiday! 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
P.O. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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Winter Checklist for Your Home 
f you’re wondering what 

you can do to reduce your 
heating bills immediately, 
consider the suggestions be¬ 
low They are arranged in or¬ 

der of urgency and importance. 

• Use a programmable thermo¬ 
stat that automatically adjusts 
your thermostat set point 
back at night and during the 
day when no one is home. 
Or remember to change the 
temperature set point manu¬ 
ally every day. 

• If you stay alone in a large 
house, try to confine your 
activities to one room and 
leave the remainder of the 
house at the low nighttime 
set point. 

• Use electric blankets or quilts 
for sleeping comfort and to 
allow a lower nighttime ther¬ 
mostat setting. 

* i 

• Change your furnace filter as 
often as it gets dirty. Buy sev¬ 
eral when you shop so that 
you will have one when you 
need it. 

• Seal large air leaks around 
plumbing pipes, wires, chim¬ 
neys, and other penetrations 

through your floors and ceil¬ 
ings. You can find these from 
your attic or basement. 

• Make sure that all your storm 
windows are closed during 
winter weather. If your storm 
windows are broken or miss¬ 
ing, repair or replace them. 

• Open drapes and blinds on 
your home’s south-facing 
windows during the day to 
let solar heat in. 

• Be sure that your walls are 
filled with insulation and 
that your attic has at least 
8-inches of insulation. Noth¬ 
ing can compensate for lack 
of insulation. Insulate your 
walls and attic if they need it. 

• If you must replace a gas 
furnace, choose a 90 percent 
efficient model to save on 
heating costs. 

A Fright Before Christmas Author Unknown 

‘Twas the night before Christmas 
and all through the house 

Not a light was left burning, 
the fuse had burned out. 

The stockings were hung by 
the chimney with care, 
But the wiring was in a 

sad state of repair. 

The circuits already had 
been way overloaded. 

So with Christmas lights added, 
the fuse just exploded. 

These folks were aware of 
sad wiring condition, 

But still they neglected to 
call an electrician. 

They peered though the window 
expecting Santa on high, 
And to their surprise they 

saw sparks in the sky. 
Improper wiring had set the 

whole house aflame, 
So Christmas for these folks 

would be one of pain. 

The penny which had taken 
the place of a fuse 

Is a practice people should 
never use. 

And big fuses, too, 
can be just as bad - 

They take away protection 
that should be had. 

In order to have lights 
for good old St. Nick, 

A penny was put behind 
the fuse real quick. 

Then off to their beds the 
whole family hurried, 

The lights were burning, 
so they weren’t worried. 

They lay asleep dreaming 
of the day ahead, 

While the wiring began to 
glow a dull red. 

Soon in the night there 
came such a clatter, 

They jumped from their beds 
to see what was the matter. 

So, as Christmas approaches 
with the joy that it brings, 

Of children and family, 
of toys and things, 

Make sure of your wiring 
and do it quick - 

Then instead of a fire, 
you can welcome St. Nick. 
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Winter is Just 
Around the Corner! 
interest rates are still very low, building 
materials are not getting any cheaper! Time 
to plan on the construction of that new home 
you are dreaming of building! 

MLi. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
ON NEW HOME 

The Capital Credits Conundrum 
e’ve all heard it; 
‘The check’s in the 

mail.” But as co-op 
members, your check really is in 
the mail, if your co-op is paying 
capital credits, that is. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative has not retired capital 
credits since 1997. When net mar¬ 
gins were available, they were put 
back into plant. Your directors and 
CEO want to retire capital credits. 
Their planning, over the past two 
years, will enable the coop to offer 
that option beginning in 2006. 

If you’ve ever wondered 
what are capital credits, and 
why am I getting a check? You ’re 
not alone. So, let’s take a minute 
or two to untangle the capital 
credits conundrum. 

How are capital credits generated? 
An electric cooperative is a 

special type of business. Unlike 
an investor-owned utility, which is 
owned by investors through stock 
purchases, your cooperative is 
owned by you and relies on your 
financial support to operate. 

The co-op borrows money to 
build its electric grid, set power 
poles and lines, and install trans¬ 

formers. Your house receives pow¬ 
er, and you receive a bill based on 
the number of kilowatt-hours of 
electricity you use each month. 

About 60 percent of the pay¬ 
ment you send for your electric 
bill pays for the energy, the rest 
provides the means for main¬ 
taining the electrical system and 
paying those fantastic employees 
who keep the lights on for all of 
us. After expenses are paid, the 
cooperative sometimes has mon¬ 
ey left over, or “net margins.” 

So what does a not-for-profit 
co-op do with net margins? 

Your co-op can use the 
money to invest back into the 
business by upgrading existing 
equipment, expanding the pow¬ 
er grid, and paying past loans 
in lieu of borrowing further and 
incurring new debt. This is a fis¬ 
cally responsible way of running 
the business and helps your co¬ 
op fulfill its promise to provide 
you with the best possible ser¬ 
vice at the most economical rate. 

The second way your co-op 
uses net margins is by returning 
those monies to you, the member- 
owners who made the margins 
possible. Most co-ops return net 

margins in 20-year cycles when it 
is financially prudent to do so. 

How does the co-op decide how 
much I get back? 

The number of dollars you 
are credited back (capital credits) 
is directly proportionate to the 
number of kilowatt-hours of elec¬ 
tricity you used in a given year. 
To put it simply, the more money 
you paid in, the more money you 
get back in capital credits. 

A quick re-cap... 
Your electric co-op borrows 

money to build its electric sys¬ 
tem. You turn on your television 
or water your fields and use kilo¬ 
watt-hours of electricity. Your co¬ 
operative issues you a bill for the 
power. You pay the bill, knowing 
that any net margins at the end 
of the year will be credited to 
your capital credit account. In 
the future, when it is financially 
prudent to do so, the co-op re¬ 
turns that money back to you 
based on the amount of money 
you have paid in a given year. 

If you have any further ques¬ 
tions about your capital credits, 
please contact Wayne-White Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative at (618)842-2196. 

Our members light 
up our lives. 

Happy holidays from 
your Touchstone 

Energy cooperative 
family! 

Touchstone Energy " 
The power of human connections 
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Please call our Member Services department about 
a Certified Comfort Home building techniques 

booklet, oufcspecial total electric rates, and how to 

receive a lifetime water heater free of charge. 


