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Excerpts as printed Uv “Kentucky Limnp” mmpuzinr, November 2003 issuer 

The scramble to do something to 
prevent another massive power 

outage like the one that darkened 
parts of eight northeastern states 
and Canada began even before all the 
lights came back on. 

After the August 14-15 blackout, 
newspapers and TV reported story 
after story about what went wrong and 
how to fix it. aisaod uaqiv ^IAI 

The problem was that each day 
different people said different things. A 
parade of experts blamed everything 
from outdated switches, to human 
error, to bad communications. 

But two facts stand out. 
First, the 2003 blackout was con¬ 

fined to just one region, rather than all 
of North America. Second, service 
was restored remarkably quickly. All 
power resumed within 24 hours. 

A lot of things within the transmis¬ 
sion system do work right. America’s 
electricity grid is extremely reliable. 

Reliable, but not simple. 
Three major interconnected grids 

serve the United States. The Eastern 
Interconnection serves areas east of 
the Rocky Mountains. The Western 
Interconnection serves the west. 
Texas has its own grid, managed by 
the Electric Reliability Council of Texas. 

Within these three areas about 
6,000 power plants, owned by nearly 
3,000 utilities, provide our electricity. 

The split-second decisions and 
movement of power across the nation 
are so complex that electric utility lead¬ 
ers said at congressional hearings in 
September that it could be a full year 
before they know the specific causes 
of this year’s blackout. 

Nevertheless, Congress is mov¬ 
ing quickly toward passage of a new 
Energy Act, with provisions that may 
solve some of the problems. Or inad¬ 
vertently create new ones. 

Whatever the precise cause of the 
blackout, several underlying problems 
could cause the next interruption 
to service. That’s why President 
Bush described the August outage 
as a wakeup call. Experts agree the 
nation’s transmission system urgently 
needs upgrading. 

This summer’s blackout gave those 
experts the chance to say, “I told you 
so!” Many of them had been issuing 
warnings for months, and in some 
cases, years. When those predictions 
were dusted off and turned into head¬ 
lines, America’s transmission grid was 
suddenly portrayed as a shaky relic 
from a bygone era, ready to fall apart. 

Reality, as usual, isn’t quite so 
sensational or straightforward. Be¬ 
hind the scenes at utilities, specialists 
organize people and technology to 
make sure the lights do stay on. The 
2003 blackout may be just the catalyst 

More work 
for the grid 

Utility experts say the 
national system of 

electrical transmission 
lines, known as the grid, 
is being asked to do more 
than it was designed to do. 
Although they say we don’t 
know yet what caused this 
summer’s blackout, here 
are the trends they say 
put stress on the lines that 
could lead to power failures: 
• More electric power 

transactions over longer 
distances as a result of 
deregulation. 

• Increased competition 
producing less coordi¬ 
nation among utilities. 

• Independent “merchant 
power plants” being 
added to the grid. 

• The creation of Regional 
Transmission Organiza¬ 
tions. 

• Staff reductions by in¬ 
vestor-owned utilities. 

needed to finally convince utilities, 
ratepayers, and political leaders to 
work together. Moving beyond the 
blackout means taking a realistic look 
at the long-term consequences of 
changing energy policies. 
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New-robot brings softer, lander touxdv 
to bossiness of milking com 

The latest innovation from IceRobotics 
Ltd. gives new meaning to the term 

“cash cow.” The Scottish company has 
just developed a new robotic milking arm 
modeled on an elephant’s trunk. 

According to industry experts, robotic 
milking yields more because cows can be 
milked when they want to be milked, which 
is often between 11 p.m. and 3 a.m. Ro¬ 
botic milking can increase a cow’s yields 
by as much as 20 percent, as a result of 
milking three to four times a day instead of 
twice. 

The first fully automated robotic milk¬ 
ing stall was introduced in the Netherlands 
in 1992. One of the problems with that 
technology has been that it is not sensitive 
enough for the job of milking cows, ac¬ 
cording to developers at IceRobotics. 

Developed in a tightly controlled manu¬ 
facturing environment, the old technology’s 
transition to the dairy farm has been diffi¬ 
cult, where the technology is vulnerable to 
dirt, dust, and fluids. Also the robot must 
be careful to avoid milking if the animal is 
injured. 

The new technology has cameras 
and a flexible arm, which is excellent at 

locating the cow’s teats and also adjusting 
to any new angles a cow teat might take 
on. Using an infrared camera, the robotic 
arm zeros in on the warm teats and then 
gently places suction-powered cups over 
each of them. Putting cameras in the arm 
also helps detect cuts and malformations, 
which can lead to less milk production and 
an unhealthy cow. 

Farming analysts are projecting that 
robotics will be more widespread within the 
coming decade. Nearly 2000 farms world¬ 
wide have installed robotic milking systems 
already. mBmMaujeo 

Milking cows by hand is grueling work. 
In Wisconsin, for example, the task con¬ 
sumes 50 million worker hours each year. 
Industry analysts think automated milking 
is potentially big business. 

Source: Nature; BBC News 

MEMBERSHIP PRIZE 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in 
this center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and 
we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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uiy Looks at vmjj&ict of broadband tHtemst 
afccess on U.S. consiurters, economy 

Anew study examining the possible future growth 
of broadband, or high-speed, Internet projects that 

95 percent of all U.S. households will subscribe to the 
service by 2021. That is approximately the same per¬ 
centage of U.S. homes that subscribe to wireline voice 
telephone service today. A powerful rebound in the tele¬ 
communications sector will accompany the gradual rise 
of broadband to commonplace status, according to new 
report published by the Washington, D.C. firm of Crite¬ 
rion Economics LLC. 

The report, “The Effect of Ubiquitous Broadband 
Adoption on Investments, Jobs, and the U.S. Economy,” 
estimates that by having such widespread broadband 
Internet access, $234 billion to $351 billion per year 
could be generated in consumer surplus. The authors 
define consumer surplus as the monetary value of 
what a particular technology brings to consumers—the 
innovation’s “utility”—minus their initial investment. For 
example, the value of a new or improved product that 
was previously not available would count as consumer 
surplus. 

In addition, the authors estimate annual telecommuni¬ 
cations job growth of 181,000 jobs, assuming an indus¬ 
try investment of $93.4 billion over the next 10 years. 
An even more aggressive investment could generate 
540.000 new jobs. The report also predicts an estimated 
664.000 new jobs in related sectors in about 10 years. 
When combined with 540,000 telecommunications jobs, 
this would add up to about 1.2 million new jobs in about 
10 years. 

Two economists Robert W. Crandall and Charles L. 
Jackson, who specialize in telecommunications-related 
studies, performed the study. They authored the report 
with Hal Singer, Senior Vice President of Criterion Eco¬ 
nomics LLC. Verizon commissioned the report, which 
focused on projected growth in Digital Subscriber Line, 
future fiber to the home, and cable modem for the study. 

Source: National Rural Telecommunications Coopera¬ 
tive; Criterion Economics LLC 

Remember when getting a 

trim meant 15 minutes in a 

chair with John the barber? 

In the electric utility business trim¬ 

ming is serious. Our linemen do 

right-of-way tree trimming and 

maintenance every year to be sure 

you, our members, get the safest 

and most reliable electricity pos¬ 

sible. When tree limbs fall on your 

lines, it could cause electric blinks, 

outages, and even injury or death. 

When you have limbs dangerously 

close to power lines, do the right 

thing - call your local electric co¬ 

operative. John the barber can wait. 
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So how moch does that puppy in the window really cost? Animal shelters are full of cats 

and dogs returned by owners 
who didn’t fully consider all 

the aspects of pet ownership. Please 
consider all of the possibilities and 
responsibilities before deciding to 
adopt a pet. 

Below is a shopping list for the 
unprepared pet owner who brought 
home a new puppy to join her fam- 
ily of two cats. She bought the crate, 
bed, bowls, food and toys ahead of 
time and thought she had everything. 
She was wrong. 

Shopping list: 
More puppy food. More cat food, 

because the puppy ate theirs too. 
Two 10'gallon containers of cat litter 
because the puppy likes to play in it. 
New litter scoop because the puppy 
chewed up the old one. New cat bowl 
because he chewed that up too. New 
puppy bowl because he keeps tipping 
it over. New toys for the cats because 
the puppy ate theirs. New toys tor 
the puppy because the cats retaliated. 
Shampoo for the cats because they 
have puppy drool on them. Shampoo 
for the dog because he rolls in icky 
stuff. New flea soap because the other 
10 bottles didn’t work. New bed for 
the cats because the puppy ate the 
stuffing. New bed for the puppy be- 
cause he was still hungry. Earplugs, 
because the puppy hates his crate 
at night. Kitty tranquilizers because 
the puppy’s nightly cries have driven 
them nuts. Ski pants and parka for 
taking the puppy out at midnight in 
-10g weather. Fifteen lint rollers for all 
the fur that’s been flying. Paper towels 
and carpet cleaner for accidents. A 
book on how to train a puppy. A book 
on how to cope with an un-trainable 
puppy. 

Although this list was meant to 
be humorous (also close to the truth), 
it is a sad fact that many pet owners 
don’t consider all the responsibilities 
of owning a pet. 

Do you have time for a pet? Pets 
require a lot of attention. They need 
to be played with, exercised, groomed, 

fed, bathed and cleaned up after. 
Can you afford a pet? Adop- 

tion fees, regular veterinarian check¬ 
ups, emergency care, grooming tools, 
food and toys can add up. It is esti¬ 
mated that the average annual cost 
of owning a cat or dog is $1,000. 

Can you find a “babysitter?” 
You may need someone to care for 
the pet when you are away for a few 
days, or to help with puppy training 
while you are at work. 

Have you chosen the right 
pet? A pet needs to be compatible 
with your lifestyle, family and home. 
How big will they be? Are they good 
with children? Do they have poten¬ 
tially complex and expensive medi¬ 
cal conditions? How much space do 
they require? 

Are you prepared for a mess? 
Puppies and kittens will certainly 
make messes before they get accus¬ 
tomed to going outside or using a lit¬ 
ter box. Older animals adopted from 
a shelter may already be trained and 
have a shorter adjustment period. 

Are you attached to your fur¬ 
niture? A new pet may claw or chew 
your furniture, shoes, clothes, carpet 
or anything else in reach. Be prepared 
to substitute a toy for an inappropriate 
item. 

Will your pet cause problems 
with your neighbors? Pets can be 
noisy. Dogs bark, puppies whine, cats 
meow, birds sing. Will your relation¬ 
ship with your neighbors suffer be¬ 
cause of your new pet? 

Yes, nothing will ever be the same 
after you accept the responsibility of 
caring for a pet. But you will laugh at 
their antics and love their cuddles. 
Best of all, you’ll have a best friend to 
tell all your troubles to, who sympa¬ 
thizes with you when you’re sick, and 
doesn’t criticize you when you gain 
weight or forget their birthday. 

For more information on 
what to consider before welcom¬ 
ing a new pet into your family, visit 
www.newpet.com, visit your local 
library or call your local animal shel¬ 
ter. )|38q|8!S a P|BJ90 
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Protecting yourfamilyfronv 
of carbon^ Monoxide 

tkedama ere 

Jeff Dumont awoke one night to 
a piercing scream from his six- 

week-old baby son. Getting up to 
respond, Dumont felt light-headed 
and dizzy—but his son’s screams 
drove him on. He took his son out¬ 
side and then went back inside for 
his wife. Dumont said he barely had 
the strength to carry his wife out of 
the house, and she ended up hav¬ 
ing to crawl out on her hands and 
knees. Dumont called 911, and they 
were all rushed to the hospital. 

What Dumont and his family 
experienced was what thousands of 
people end up dying from or going 
to the emergency room for every 
year: carbon monoxide (CO) poison¬ 
ing. 

The symptoms of CO poisoning 
are fatigue, headache, weakness, 
confusion, disorientation, nausea, 
dizziness and respiratory problems. 
Very high levels of CO concentration 
in the blood can lead to death. The 
CO gas interferes with the blood’s 
ability to deliver oxygen throughout 
the body because CO binds to the 
iron atom in hemoglobin, which is 
the main oxygen-carrying compound 
in the blood. This binding prevents 
the hemoglobin from taking up and 
releasing oxygen throughout the 
body. 

Carbon monoxide comes from 
the incomplete burning of carbon- 
containing fuels including coal, 
wood, charcoal, natural gas and fuel 
oil. The cause of Dumont’s poison¬ 

ing was a faulty furnace. In addition 
to faulty furnaces, the gas can be 
emitted by un-vented kerosene 
and gas space heaters, wood- 
stoves, gas stoves, fireplaces 
and water heaters, automobile f S 
exhaust from attached garages v< 
and tobacco smoke. Problems 
can arise from improper installa¬ 
tion or maintenance of these appli¬ 
ances, or inadequate ventilation. 

According to the National 
Safety Council, the following ac¬ 
tions can be taken to prevent CO 
poisoning: 
■ Make sure that appliances 

are properly adjusted and 
working according to 
manufacturers’ instructions 
and building codes. 

■ Get annual inspections for 
heating systems, chim¬ 
neys and flues and have 
them cleaned by a qualified 
technician. 

■ Open flues when using fire¬ 
places. 

■ Use proper fuel when using fire¬ 
places. WOW 0 PjABQ 

■ Never use ovens and gas rang¬ 
es to heat your home. 

■ Never burn charcoal inside a 
home, cabin, recreational ve¬ 
hicle or camper. 

■ Ensure that stoves and heaters 
are vented to the outside and 
that exhaust systems do not 
leak. 

■ Never use un-vented gas or 

'fmmM 

wm 

kerosene space heaters in en¬ 
closed spaces. 

■ Do not leave a car or lawn 
mower engine running in a shed 
or garage, or in any enclosed 
space. 

■ Ensure that your furnace has 
adequate intake of outside air. 

■ Properly install carbon monox¬ 
ide detectors-but not in place 
of proper use and maintenance 
of fuel-burning appliances. 

Source: National Safety Coun¬ 
cil; The Omaha Channel.com; 
ScienceDaily.com 
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Tke> Electrical Safety 
EoiutdatioHy iKternAtiorial 
(ESEI) fuu some auldeUnes 

fer power tooL safety. 

Power tools are often used out of doors 
or in a garage or shed where the door 

should be open for adequate ventilation, 
especially when sanding. Power tools require 
skilled use. Operators should not only read 
but also memorize the product instruction 
manual. Power tools should never be used 
when children are in, or even near, the work 
area. 
Power tools should always be: 

Held by the insulated gripping surface 
to avoid electrical shock. 
Used with safety goggles and other 
safety gear: a face shield, dust mask, 
hardhat, ear protection, gloves or safety 
shoes as recommended by the manu¬ 
facturer. 
Used with a ground-fault circuit inter¬ 
rupter (GFCI), either permanently in¬ 
stalled or a plug-in type. 
Plugged into a three-pronged outlet 
known to be grounded, unless they are 
double insulated. 
Used with a three-wired extension cord, 
if needed. 
Used in a dry area away from explosive 
fumes (gasoline or naphtha), dust or 
flammable materials. 

Power tools should never be: 
Used while wearing loose clothing or 
jewelry that can get caught in a moving 
part. 
Used near live electrical wires or water 
pipes, especially when cutting or drilling 

into walls where they could be acciden¬ 
tally touched or penetrated. 

■ Used after they have tripped a safety 
device such as a GFCI. Take the tool to 
a manufacturer-authorized repair center 
for service. 

■ Used when you are upset, angry or in a 
hurry, spjojjar S |8Bi|0!iA| 

■ Used without guards or with an exten¬ 
sion cord longer than 100 feet. 
Other outdoor electrical products such 

as fans, bug killers, holiday or party lights, 
heaters, music systems, power paint rollers, 
barbecue spits and many more each have 
manufacturer recommended precautions 
included in the instructions that are pack¬ 
aged with them. Take time to read and follow 
instructions. Here are a few reminders: 

Power washer—This product uses wa¬ 
ter with electricity. Make sure you read the 
directions carefully. 

Barbecue grill—Read directions to find 
out if it can be stored outdoors or used on an 
apartment balcony, patio or deck. Also check 
with your apartment building manager for use 
rules and/or local ordinances or regulations. 
Charcoal igniter—Do not store outdoors. 
Source: ESFI 

MEMBERSHIP PRIZE 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in 
this center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and 
we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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Higk"tedv utmu to mak^ trip' to tk& sup&nMAykjet eat Ur 
Can’t remember if you bought laundry detergent last time 

you went grocery shopping? How much are those hot¬ 
house tomatoes you just piled in the bag? Shopping carts 
and other grocery store gizmos that can answer those 
questions may be coming soon to a store near you. 

According to retail analysts, grocery store chains are 
under more and more pressure to make a trip to the gro¬ 
cery store more pleasant, lest they lose business to stores 
like Wal-Mart. IBM and other companies like Fujitsu and 
Hewlett-Packard are developing technology to do just that. 
While many technological advances at grocery stores have 
been at the checkout aisle in the past 20 years, consumers 
will start to see more changes to the way they shop in the 
near future, according to IBM. 

In late 2003, IBM demonstrated its smart shopping 
cart and “Veggie Vision,” a computerized produce scale at 
its Industry Solutions Lab in Hawthorne, N.Y 

The smart shopping cart looks normal except that it 

has an interactive screen and scanner mounted on the cart 
near the shopper. When the consumer begins to shop, she 
swipes her store card and a shopping history becomes 
available to remind the shopper of a new list, sale items, 
or perishables bought a month ago. Eventually, developers 
say, the cart can be made to interact with the shelves of the 
store to announce a sale on an item as the customer walks 
by. 

“Veggie Vision” is a scale for fruits and vegetables 
that can weigh, identify and price the items for consumers 
before they actually buy them. The scale is hooked up to 
a digital camera and a library of hundreds of pictures of 
produce to be able to evaluate the color, texture and shape 
of the produce to determine what it is—even to the point of 
telling the difference between a Macintosh and a Red Deli¬ 
cious apple. 
Source: The Atlanta-Journal Constitution: USA Today 
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Communities and non-profit organizations 
served by an Illinois electric cooperative 

can now receive up to $50,000 to help with 
the installation of geothermal 
heating and cooling systems 
through a grant program 
administered by the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) and 
funded by the Illinois Clean 
Energy Community Founda¬ 
tion. 

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency calls geothermal heating and cooling 
systems “the most energy efficient, environmentally clean 
and cost-effective space conditioning systems available.” 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative’s General Man¬ 
ager Larry Lovell says, “We are very excited about the 
availability of this grant because this will really help some 
of our local schools or churches with save money on their 
monthly energy bills. Geothermal systems on average can 
cut energy expenses by 50 percent, and have been proven 
to decrease maintenance costs as well. 

“Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative looks forward 
to collaborating with the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation on this program, which will promote a proven, 
under-utilized, energy-saving clean technology.” 

’’The Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation ap¬ 
preciates the leadership of the electric cooperatives on this 
effort,” says James Mann, Executive Director of Illinois 

GEO ALLIANCE 
Promoting the installation of energy efficient geothermal systems 

Clean Energy Community Foundation. “We see this 
as a breakthrough opportunity for public and 

non-profit organizations. They can benefit from 
improved comfort in their 
facilities, lower operating and 
maintenance costs and re¬ 
duced energy use, leading to 
less pollution in Illinois com¬ 
munities.” 

For more informa¬ 
tion about the geothermal 
system funding program, 
contact SIEC at (618) 827- 

3555 or the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives at 
(217)529-5561, or go to www.aiec.coop. 

Cellj^koKb Dimer skip' bp rural tem 
Young adults in the 18-29 age group 
who own their own cell phone 

RURAL 

NATIONAL 30%^^ 
AVERAGE 

Young adults living 
in rural areas-even 
more than their 
counterparts in ur¬ 
ban and suburban ar- 
eas-are a sure-bet market 
for wireless phones. 

Source: National 
Telecommunica¬ 
tions Cooperative 
Association. 
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To borrow-or not to 
ujpr Mui do mu oj'taking 

honour: 
Os40lh Loan 

Sometimes life throws you 
a curve and you need 

extra resources to manage 
emergencies. If you’re a par¬ 
ticipant in a 401k plan, you 
may have the option of taking 
out a loan against your plan 
assets. According to the 
Profit Sharing/401 k 
Council of America, 
about 20 percent of 401 k 
participants currently have a 
loan outstanding. 

But is it a good idea? There are 
several benefits to a 401k loan, but 
also some potential costs you might 
not have considered. Make sure you 
understand both sides before borrow 
ing against your retirement savings. 

SOME COSTS OF 401K LOANS 
#1: Your investment strategy. With 
a 401 k loan, you’re not borrowing 
someone else’s money. You’re bor¬ 
rowing from your own investments 
that could be growing and compound¬ 
ing. Investment value is one of the 
most important costs to consider— 
and also one of the hardest to predict, 
because it depends on how your 
investments perform. 

#2: Lost tax advantage. Your con¬ 
tributions to a 401k plan are made 
pre-tax, but when you repay a loan, 
you repay with after-tax dollars. There¬ 
fore it costs you more to replace the 
money than it did to make your origi¬ 
nal contributions. 

#3: Loan fee. Most plans charge a 
one-time loan fee, and some charge 
an annual service fee. Fees might be a 
few dollars or $100. 

#4: The cost of defaulting. If you 
leave your job or retire before a loan 

is repaid, typically you have 90 days 
to repay the balance. If you don’t, 
Uncle Sam treats the unpaid balance 
as a distribution and taxes you on it. 
If you’re under age 55, that means an 
additional 10 percent penalty tax. You 
could owe half of your remaining bal¬ 
ance to the IRS! 

#5: Halted contributions. Some 
plans don’t allow you to contribute 
to your 401 k while you repay your 
loan. You could miss out on matching 
contributions from your employer, too. 
Check your plan. 

How might some of these costs 
play out in a real example (see graph¬ 
ic)? Let’s say you want to borrow 
$10,000 at 5 percent interest and re¬ 
pay it over five years. That means your 
monthly payment is $188. (If you’re in 
the 28 percent tax bracket, you’ll pay 
$70 in taxes for every $188 payment.) 
Let’s also say your remaining portfolio 
shows an 8 percent growth rate over 
that five-year period. As you can see, 
even after paying $1,276 in interest 
to yourself and losing $4,200 worth 
of pre-tax advantages, the repaid 
$10,000 has grown to only $13,900 
after five years. Without the loan, at 
the same growth rate, you’d have 
$14,898—a $998 difference. 

THE UPSIDE 
#1: It’s easy. There 
are typically no credit 

checks or long ap¬ 
plication forms when 

you apply for a 401 k loan. It’s your 
money—your plan administrator just 
needs to verify that the loan amount is 
approved under your plan’s rules. 

#2: It’s fast. You can often get a 401 k 
loan within days. 

#3: The interest advantage. A com¬ 
mon 401k loan interest rate is the 
prime rate plus one percent. That’s 
hard to beat if you’re an individual bor¬ 
rower. What’s best, you’re paying the 
interest to yourself. 

#4: Possible gains. Just as you can 
miss investment gains by taking your 
money out of a plan, you can also 
end up with a higher rate of return if 
your investments are growing at a 
lower rate than the interest rate. (The 
other costs listed above still apply, 
however.) 

The bottom line: consider the 
numbers carefully and make an edu¬ 
cated decision. If a 401k loan is your 
best option, experts recommend that 
you take the money from your lowest- 
earning investments such as a bond 
fund. (If you can’t dictate where the 
loan comes from, you can rebalance 
your portfolio after taking the loan.) 
Repay the loan as quickly as you can 
and, if possible, continue to make 
contributions to your 401k. 
SUjOO 331 I3BIJ0IIAI 
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tc&stomv- January 2004 
damaging ice storm swept Scattered outages began around 

flthrough southern Illinois on Sun¬ 
day, January 25, 2004. Ice quickly 
accumulated on the lines and trees, 
causing limbs to fall on the co-op’s 
lines, creating numerous outages. 

7:00 a.m. that morning. By 11:00 
a.m. the ice storm was rapidly pro¬ 
gressing and most cooperative per¬ 
sonnel were dispatched to respond 
to the widespread outages. Northern 
Union County was hit the hardest, 
mainly in the Anna, Lick Creek and 
Cobden areas. Part of the Goreville 
area in Johnson County and Alex¬ 
ander, Massac and Pulaski counties 
also suffered outages. 

“We haven’t had an ice storm 
causing this much damage since 
the late 1980s,” said Larry Lingle, 
Director of Operations. Approxi¬ 
mately 4,000 members experienced 

outages due to this storm, most of 
which were re-energized within a 
couple of hours, PJOJ |eaN 

Two additional trimming crews 
and two additional line crews were 
called in from a local contractor to 
assist SIEC crews. Crews worked 
around the clock repairing damages. 
All power was restored by 8:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday night, except for a few 
individual cases. Clean up work con¬ 
tinued over the next several days. 
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prepared^ jvr ice* storms Mid 
pYoLofUjubpoum' outages 

Blasts of winter wind, moisture and fluc¬ 

tuating temperatures can result in severe 

freezing rain, sleet and ice storms. 

A heavy build-up of ice on power lines 

can cause wires to snap and utility poles to 

topple. Falling ice-laden trees or limbs can 

bring down power lines, cause outages, and 

threaten life and property. 

Safe Electricity stresses the importance 

of being prepared for these potentially dan¬ 

gerous storms and the power outages they 

may cause. Having the right supplies and 

knowing how to stay warm safely are keys 

to weathering a winter storm emergency. 

“Severe damage to power lines and 

transmission systems may take days to re¬ 

pair,” said Molly Hall, Director of Safe Electric¬ 

ity. “In a winter storm emergency, restoring 

power and heat to consumers is the highest 

priority, and electric utility crews work around 

the clock to restore service.” 

Typically, there is ample warning of an 

approaching winter storm system and most 

know to stay off roads and seek shelter. But 

Hall stresses that everyone, particularly fam¬ 

ilies with special needs, must be prepared 

and know what to do in case of a winter 

emergency and long-term power outages: 

■ Always keep a battery-powered radio or 

TV, flashlights and a supply of fresh bat¬ 

teries readily available. 

■ Know where to find extra blankets. 

■ Fill spare containers with water for 

washing, and keep a supply of bottled 

drinking water on hand. 

■ Keep a supply of foods that don’t require 

cooking or refrigeration, along with a 

hand opener for canned food. 

■ Switch off lights and appliances to 

prevent overloading circuits and damag¬ 

ing appliances when power is restored. 

Leave one lamp or switch on to signal 

when your power returns. 

■ To prevent water pipes from freezing, 

keep faucets turned on slightly so water 

drips from the tap. 

“Never use a charcoal grill to cook or 

heat with inside the home,” Hall emphasized. 

“It gives off deadly carbon monoxide gas. 

Grills should be used only outdoors.” 

It’s a good idea to assemble a disaster 

supply kit ahead of time that includes needed 

items. Don’t forget to include a first aid kit, 

prescription medicines and special items for 

infant, elderly or disabled family members. 

Maintaining warmth is a priority during a 

winter emergency. Loss of body heat or hy¬ 

pothermia can be life threatening. 

■ Stay inside and dress warmly in layered 

clothing, smuag UOA auafing 

■ Close off unneeded rooms. 

■ When using an alternate heat source, fol¬ 

low operating instructions, use fire safe¬ 

guards and be sure to properly ventilate. 

If you use a standby generator, make 

sure it has a transfer safety switch or that 

your power is cut off at the breaker box be¬ 

fore you operate it. This prevents electricity 
from traveling back through the power lines or 

what’s known as “backfeed.” Backfeed cre¬ 

ates danger for anyone near lines, particularly 

crews working to restore power. 

When outside, treat all downed and 

hanging lines as if they are energized elec¬ 

tric lines. Stay away, warn others to stay 

away and immediately contact your utility. 

For more detailed information and electrical 

safety tips, visit the Safe Electricity Web site 

www.SafeElectricity.org. 

Mmtbersklp'priz& 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members 

of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit toward 
their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part of 
the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 
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"How will our children know who they are if they don’t know where they come from?" - John Steinbeck In ancient cultures, a family’s stories were passed down 

from generation to generation. Children were always 
taught about their ancestors’ ways and views of the 
world. This was done to give children a sense of who 

they were and where they had come from. Children defined 
themselves by their past, not just by what their futures held. 

In today’s society, we don’t spend much time passing 
our family histories along. Children are sent to school to learn 

things from books that will help them secure a career in the 
future, and a lot of money and time is spent on this education. 
Our world’s history is taught from grade school on, but chil¬ 

dren are not taught their own history. They don’t realize how 
world events have shaped their family’s history, and through 
their ancestors, their own life. 

In order to teach our children about their heritages, we 
must leam about our family history. Recording your history and 
that of your parents, grandparents and other relatives can help to 
preserve a way of life for centuries and generations to come. 

Everyone has a story. Think of a grandfather who 
worked on the railroad during the Depression. A grandmother 
who helped build bombs during World War II. A father who 
grew up when men were called “Sir.” A mother who never 

imagined working outside of the home. 
Many of those able to tell us stories of life during World 

War II, the Great Depression and those times of great sorrow 
and hope are no longer here. And in many cases, their stories 

have gone with them. By preserving your family’s stories, 
you can make sure their stories don’t vanish, but are available 
for future generations. 

Ask a relative to retell a story you’ve heard them tell be¬ 

fore and ask questions from there. Use photos and other memo¬ 
rabilia to jog their memories if needed. You may want to record 

the interview and write it out later so you can concentrate on 
the stories themselves and ask questions. Be sure to also get ba¬ 

sic information recorded such as full name, nickname, date and 

place of birth and the same information for all siblings, parents, 

grandparents, spouse(s) and children. Also record dates and lo¬ 

cations of marriages. This information could be useful to future 

generations trying to trace their family tree. 
If you want to do a formal interview, have a list of ques¬ 

tions to get you started, but don’t be afraid to let the interview 

go wherever the stories take you. Here are some sample ques¬ 

tions for discovering what life was like for your relative. 

■ What do you remember about the places you We lived? 

u What is your earliest childhood memory? What was your 
favorite toy and game? 

■ Were you brought up in a religion? What were the morals 
your parents most enforced? 

■ What was school like? 

■ Are there any traditions in your family? Or any family 
heirlooms? 

■ When were you married? What was the ceremony like? 

m What professions have you had? When was your first job? 

■ What changes has the world gone through in your life¬ 
time? How did the changes affect you, your family? 

m What is your proudest accomplishment? 

■ What is your most cherished memory? 

U What stories have you heard of your ancestors? 

u What do you want future generations to remember about 
you most? 

But once you have an oral history from a relative, what 
do you do with it? You can keep a binder of your family’s 
history and include transcriptions of interviews, other stories 
you’ve heard about the person, and any photos, artifacts or 
memorabilia about that person. This binder can be expanded 
as your family grows, and will be a valuable resource for 
anyone researching your family. 

Heritage scrapbooks are another way to preserve these 
family treasures. These scrapbooks enable you to put descrip¬ 

tions and stories with your photos. Local craft stores often 
have items specifically for heritage scrapbooks. There may 

also be a scrapbook store or club near you. 
Whatever method of preserving your history you choose, 

be sure that the information will be readily available for fu¬ 
ture generations. 

More information about your ancestors can often be 

found at your local public library, or with the help of a gene¬ 
alogy Web site such as www.familysearch.org. Some of this 

information was taken from http://genealogy.about.com. 
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Stay safes during sfarimj 
There are some 2,000 thunder 

storms in progress over the earth’s 

surface at any given moment. And al¬ 

though we hardly ever complain about 

the rain that thunder storms bring, the 

lightning that often accompanies these 

storms is another story. U|6UM m 
Lightning is spectacular and 

beautiful, but can be devastating at 

the same time, especially to electric 

utilities, homes and forests. The infor¬ 

mation below will help you stay safe 

during and after a lightning storm. 

What to do when caught in a storm 

Lightning can strike as much as 10 

miles away from the area of rain. If you 

can hear thunder, you’re probably within 

striking distance of the storm and should 

take action immediately without waiting 

for rain to appear. 

When caught outdoors 

■ Get out of water and off the golf 

course. Golf shoes can provide a 

perfect ground for lightning to strike. 

■ Stop working on tractors, especial¬ 

ly when pulling metal equipment. 

■ Take shelter in a substantial build¬ 

ing if possible, or find a hard- 

topped vehicle. 

■ Avoid small open shelters on 

athletic fields, golf courses, parks 

and roadside stands as the struc¬ 

ture is not substantial enough. 

■ If caught in the middle of a field, 

avoid tall objects such as trees and 

stay away at least twice the dis¬ 

tance as the height of the object. 

When indoors during a storm 

■ Avoid not just doors and windows, 

but also contact with appliances, 

water faucets, tubs or showers. 

■ Phone use is the leading cause of 

indoor lightning related injuries. 

Avoid use of a telephone unless 

it is a cordless or cell phone. 

■ Unplug expensive electrical equip¬ 

ment such as computers. 

Stay safe during storm cleanup 

Squat down on the balls of your 

feet and place your hands over 

your ears to dampen the noise of 

a possible strike. 

If standing outdoors and you feel 

the hair on your arms or head 

stand up, drop to the squatting 

position immediately as a nearby 

strike may be imminent. 

Stay away from downed power 

lines and be alert to the possibility 

that tree limbs or debris may hide 

an electrical hazard. Warn others 

to stay away from downed lines 

and contact the electric utility. 

Keep all electric tools and equip¬ 

ment at least 10 feet away from 

wet surfaces. If using electric 

storms 
yard tools in clean-up efforts, do 

not operate them if it’s raining or 

the ground is wet, or while you 

are wet or standing in water. 

■ Turn all electric and gas services 

off before entering storm dam¬ 

aged buildings. Contact your elec¬ 

tric utility to shut off power if you 

cannot reach your breaker box 

safely, or if it’s wet. 

■ Never step into a flooded base¬ 

ment or other area if water is cov¬ 

ering electrical outlets, appliances 

or cords. Be alert to any electrical 

equipment that could be energized 

and in contact with water. Never 

touch electrical appliances, cords 

or wires while you are wet or 

standing in water. 

■ Do not use water-damaged ap¬ 

pliances. Clean and recondition 

electric motors in appliances be¬ 

fore using them again. 

If your power is out after a storm 

■ Contact your neighbors to see if 

their power is out as well. Be sure 

someone calls your electric coop¬ 

erative to report the outage. 

■ If you use a standby genera¬ 

tor, make sure a transfer safety 

switch is used or connect the 

appliance(s) directly to the gen¬ 

erator output through an isolated 

circuit before you operate it. This 

prevents electricity from traveling 

back through the power lines, 

what’s known as “backfeed.” 

Back feed creates danger for any¬ 

one near lines, particularly crews 

working to restore power. 

Protect your appliances from lightning 

strikes. Contact Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative for information about how 

to effectively protect your appliances 

and sensitive electronic equipment with 

whole house surge protection. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
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S1EC Says Qoodbyb to Retirees. 
March 1st was a sad day at the cooperative this year. Three dedicated employees officially retired after a combination 

of more than 100 years of service. Betty Reynolds, Ron Medlin and Sam Rider left pretty big shoes to fill. “These 
three will be surely missed, but we wish them well on their future endeavors,” said Larry Lovell, General Manager. 

Betty 
Reynolds 

Betty 
Reynolds, 
also known 
as “Sticky,” 
retired as 
Billing Clerk. 
According to 
Chris Bennett, Director of Administra¬ 
tion and Finance, “Betty was the glue 
that held the co-op together. She was 
always here when we needed her.” 
She began as Records Clerk in 1965. 
She worked her way around the of¬ 
fice, holding other titles such as Work 
Order Apprentice, Cashier and Billing 
Coordinator. 

Betty lives in Pulaski with her 
husband Bob. They have been married 
for 34 years and have two children 
and two grandchildren. Betty enjoys 
crafts, gardening and yard work. She 
plans to travel more now that she 
is retired. She enjoyed working with 
members, employees and simply 
loved her position at the co-op. 

Replacing Betty is Lisa Mead, a 
Dongola native who began her full¬ 
time employment with the co-op in 
2000. 

Sam 
Rider 

Sam Rid¬ 
er began his 
career at SIEC 
in 1970 as 
Custodian. He 
worked his 
way through 
as Forestry Apprentice, Apprentice 
Lineman, Journeyman Lineman, then 
departed as Construction Crew Fore¬ 
man. U4oq60J3i»nn 

A graduate of Dongola High 
School in 1961, Sam married the 
former Nadine Rendleman, had two 
children and now, two grandchildren. 
Nadine is employed at First National 
Bank in Anna. Sam is a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dongola. 
He enjoys working on the farm and 
spending more time as “Grandpa” 
now that he is retired. He considered 
SIEC a good place to work. 

Replacing Sam is another Don¬ 
gola resident, Bob Fisher, who began 
his service in 1979. 

Ron 
Medlin 

Ron 
Medlin, for¬ 
mer Member 
Services Di¬ 
rector, began 
his career at 
the co-op in 
1976 as a Work Order Clerk. His other 
titles included Assistant Engineer and 
SouthWater’s Executive Vice Presi¬ 
dent. He remembers being initiated 
into the office by Betty Reynolds, as 
she unplugged his adding machine, 
causing him to lose a great amount 
of data. He can still hear her say¬ 
ing, “Welcome to the co-op!” as she 
held the cord in her hand. Ron truly 
enjoyed his co-workers and says his 
position was especially gratifying be¬ 
cause he was able to assist members 
in solving problems with their electric 
usage. 

Ron lives in Dongola and is 
married to the former Pat McIntosh. 
They have three daughters and two 
grandchildren. He is very active in his 
church, Dongola Lutheran Parish. Ron 
loves to golf and plans on enjoying life 
and taking it one day at a time. He and 
Pat are planning a celebratory spring 
cruise to Hawaii. 

Replacing Ron is Chris Boyd, an 
Anna native who began his employ¬ 
ment with the co-op in 1997 as Staff 
Assistant. 

Rmunders: 
Daylight savings time begins April 4. Remember to set your clocks back 

before sunset on April 3. 
Remember to send in your taxes by April 15. 
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Cooperotivt' Urge* Soft U& 
Ewtergwtcy Qm£ra±on 

s our cooperative members know, 
southern Illinois has seen its share of 

natural disasters in recent years. Just in 
the past 10 years, SIEC members have 
experienced wind storms, floods, tornados 
and ice storms, all causing widespread 
damage and power outages. Many mem¬ 
bers have had to use emergency genera¬ 
tors for the first time in their lives. 

The cooperative recommends that 
members who rely on electricity for farm, 
business, life-support systems, etc. have 
a standby source of electricity generation. 
However, most homes or businesses do 
not have a permanently installed generator, 
or even facilities for a standby generator, 
for use when an unexpected or extended 
power outage occurs. Thus, most do not 
know the proper methods for installing and 
running the generator. 

There are several factors the member 
needs to consider when deciding to install 
a standby generator. What size of genera¬ 
tor do I need? Do I want to run the whole 
house or just a few appliances? What 
voltage is needed? Where do I locate the 
generator? Are there special grounding re¬ 
quirements? The cooperative can provide 
assistance to members with these ques¬ 
tions. The cooperative also has brochures 
that explain the proper methods for sizing, 
installing and operating generators. Give us 
a call and we will be happy to speak with 
you or send you some information. 

The most important concern the 
cooperative has with members operating 
emergency generators is the connection 
the generator has with the cooperative’s 
electrical system. Improper connection of 
a generator can cause serious injury or 
death to cooperative linemen working on 
the lines to restore power. For a normal 
home service, generators that are installed 
at the main service disconnect or in any 
way use the home’s existing wiring must 
utilize a double-pole double-throw transfer 
switch. This switch prevents generator 
current from flowing onto the cooperative’s 
lines during an outage. The switch also 
protects the generator from the coopera¬ 
tive’s lines when power is restored. 

Cooperative linemen and other employees 
have noticed numerous incorrect genera¬ 
tor hookups during the recent tornado and 
ice storm damage. Most have the generator 
hooked up directly to the home’s wiring below 
the main service breaker with the breaker in the 
“off” position. They do not have the double¬ 
pole double-throw switch installed. This is very 
dangerous in that if the breaker malfunctions or 
is accidentally put in the “on” position, then the 
generator will energize the Cooperative’s lines 
and may cause serious injury to linemen. 

A double-pole double-throw transfer 
switch is not required only when appliances or 
equipment are plugged directly into the gen¬ 
erator. Thus, there is no possible connection 
between the home’s electrical wiring and the 
cooperative’s lines. BUOJJSUJJV piBuoy 

Before installing or operating any type of 
standby or emergency generator, the member 
should always read the manufacturer’s operat¬ 
ing manual and safety requirements. 

Despite the cooperative’s construction and 
maintenance programs, unexpected or extend¬ 
ed outages are always a possibility, especially 
in rural areas where miles of line run. But with 
a little planning, members can protect them¬ 
selves and the cooperative’s linemen when that 
unexpected event occurs. 

Please contact the cooperative for any 
questions or concerns you may have about 
emergency generators. 
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LoKj VtitaJiCb 
PkoK£y Seviricb 

A few years ago Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative and five other 

area electric cooperatives joined to¬ 
gether to form an alliance known as 
Southern Services,LLC, with the goal 
of providing products and services to 
benefit the communities we serve. 

One of our most successful proj¬ 
ects has been the introduction of low- 
cost long distance phone service that 
more than 10,000 area residents now 
use. siieu 8!SS8r 

Providing valuable service means 
much more than a low price; it means 
providing our long distance custom¬ 
ers with a level of service that always 
meets or exceeds their expectations. 
That’s why Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative and the other electric 
cooperatives of Southern Illinois have 
entered into a new partnership for long 
distance and other services with Tran- 
sWorld Network. 

TransWorld is a service-oriented 
organization that partners with more 
than 100 electric cooperatives across 
the country to provide long distance, 
toll-free service and calling cards at a 
substantially lower rate than Southern 
Services has offered in the past. In 

addition, they offer several billing and 
payment options, including automatic 
bank withdrawal and credit card bill¬ 
ing. A summary of our new per 
minute rates compared to our old is as 
follows: 

New Old 

In-State Calls: 4.5C 4.90 
Between States: 4.90 6.90 
Calling Card 9.50 13.90 

In addition, we still offer a toll-free 
number without any additional monthly 
charge. Electric cooperative members 
and other long distance customers 
who prefer to receive an electronic bill 
instead of a monthly paper invoice, 
may select an E-Bill option with credit 
card payment which reduces the 
state-to-state rate to 4.50 per minute. 

If you’re tired of paying too much 
for long distance service, just give us 
a call at (800) 807-1837 and a cus¬ 
tomer service representative will assist 
you in switching to Southern Services’ 
new TWN long distance program. 

Offices Closing 
Our office will be closed Friday, 

April 9 for Good Friday. 

Membership'pruz£s 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this cen¬ 
ter section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 
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Co'Ops Welcomes New Employees uv 2003 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative 

7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 
Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Web address: www.siec.org 

Jerri Schaefer re¬ 
placed Chris Boyd as 
Staff Assistant. She 
and her husband Nick 
live in Anna. She has 
two step-daughters, 
Shelby and Amanda, 
and a six month old 
named Breckstin. Jerri 
graduated from SEM0 
University in Cape Gi¬ 
rardeau in 1996. She 
and Nick help teach 
high school CCD at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Anna. 
Jerri enjoys jogging, decorating, yard work and being a 
new mother. She considers herself lucky to work with such 
fantastic people. 

Allen Plott is also 
from Anna and is em¬ 
ployed as Janitor at the 
co-op. He is married 
to Rebekah and they 
have two children, 
Curtis and Amanda. 
Allen and his family are 
active members of Big 
Creek Baptist Church in 
Anna, where he serves 
as Trustee. He enjoys 
tractor pulls, hunting 
and fishing. Allen is proud to work at the co-op because he 
knows members’ needs are being met due to the services 
SIEC provides. He graduated with an Associates Degree in 
Applied Science of Agriculture from Rend Lake College. 

Kelly Bowen re¬ 
placed Pamela Bierd- 
stedt as Payroll Clerk. 
She lives in Jonesboro 
and is married to Greg. 
They have one son, 
Nedom. Kelly also has 
two step-daughters 
named Stephanie and 
Kristen. She enjoys 
attending Nedom’s 
basketball games, and 
is especially proud 
because he helped take his team to the playoffs this year 
in the state tournament. Kelly is happy to work with such a 
large group at the co-op and is creating new friendships. 

Nathan Menees, an 
Apprentice Lineman, 
is also from Anna. He 
and his wife Kim are in 
the process of building 
a new home and have 
a 1 year old baby girl 
named Hallee. Nathan 
considers the co-op a 
good, secure place of 
employment. He looks 
forward to coming to 
work every day. Nathan 
is a graduate of Anna High School. 

Bree Hileman, an 
Olive Branch resident, 
sets up service for new 
members as Clerk. She 
and her husband Bryan 
are very active spon¬ 
sors of Ducks Unlim¬ 
ited. They are currently 
remodeling their home 
on Horseshoe Lake. 
Bree enjoys shopping 
and spending time with 
her family, friends, two 
cats and dog, Holly. She considers the co-op a friendly 
place to work and she is happy to help the new members. 
Bree is a graduate of SEMO University. 

Jeff Cates is a Jour¬ 
neyman Lineman from 
Anna. After graduating 
high school, he served 
in the Army. He is mar¬ 
ried to Kim and has one 
daughter, Samantha. 
Jeff enjoys hunting, 
fishing and tractors. 



tmjwow Air ConArtionm^ Cost and Comfort 

© 

Correctly sizing an air conditioning 
unit is important. Too large a system 

will do a poor job of dehumidification 
and will cost more to purchase and op¬ 
erate. Too small a system will not cool 
your home adequately. 

Systems are sized to meet peak 
heating and cooling needs, and units 
are sized by the “ton,” which represents 
12,000 BTUs of cooling per hour. Fac¬ 
tors such as geographical area, 
building orientation, insulation, 
windows and doors are consid¬ 
ered in sizing the unit. 

Air conditioner sizing should 
never be based merely on an 
estimate. Methods are available 
from professional organizations 
such as ASHRAE (the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air Conditioning Engineers, 
Inc.) and ACCA (the Air Condi¬ 
tioning Contractors of America). 
Computer software is also avail¬ 
able to assist homeowners in 
sizing their own air conditioning 
systems. 

Air conditioners are rated by 
their seasonal energy efficiency 
ratio (SEER) and the sensible 
heat fraction (SHF). The higher 
the SEER rating, the greater the 
efficiency. A minimum SEER of 10 is 
required by the National Appliance Effi¬ 
ciency Standard. The SHF expresses the 
unit’s dehumidification ability. The lower 
the SHF, the better it dehumidifies condi¬ 
tioned air. The suggested maximum SHF 
is 0.80. Units with a higher rating may 
not adequately dehumidify some homes. 
J9snoqs|OH aai Aqqog 

The following four steps will 
make a difference on your 

energy bill: 

© 

© 

© 

Make sure your filters are 
checked at least once a 
month. 
Have your furnace 
checked once a year if it 
is five years or older to 
make sure it is operating 
efficiently. 
Have your air condition¬ 
ing unit checked once a 
season to make sure the 
outside and inside coils 
are clean. 
Have a certified heating 
and air conditioning tech¬ 
nician check the refriger¬ 
ant charge in your unit. 

By: Russ Hartline 
with Hartline Heating & Cooling 
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PROJECT CHILDSAFE 
PcMutg & Loch OPV (jiuo Safety 

Firearm accidents in the home can result 
when a child finds a loaded and unse¬ 

cured firearm. The risk of firearm-related 
unintentional injuries or deaths can be re¬ 
duced when firearms owners are aware of 
and fully understand their responsibility to 
handle firearms safely and store them in a 
secure manner. |B8N SIOUBJJ 

The Illinois electric cooperatives, includ¬ 
ing Jo-Carroll Energy, have joined the Project 
ChildSafe program. Electric co-ops across 
Illinois will distribute free gun-locking devices 
and safety instructions at local co-op offices, 
annual membership meetings, safety 
programs and other events. 

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn says Illinois 
has committed to distributing 257,000 
safety kits to 529 police departments, 
102 sheriff offices and five Department 
of Natural Resources offices. 

The free gun-locking device 
distributed in the Project ChildSafe 
program is a vinyl-covered steel cable 
with one end permanently secured to 
a keyed padlock. Cable locks require 
that many types of firearms be unloaded 
before the cable lock is installed, providing 
an extra level of safety. The lock prevents the 
firearm’s action from closing. 

Project ChildSafe has already distributed 

more than 6 million safety kits to 35 states. 
Sponsored by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), the program is funded by 
a grant from the Department of Justice and is 
a component of Project Safe Neighborhoods. 
Project Safe Neighborhoods is a compre¬ 
hensive, strategic approach to reducing gun 
violence in America. 

For more information contact your local 
law enforcement office, your local electric 
cooperative, or go to www.projectchildsafe.o 
rg. For Illinois gun safety tour schedules, visit 
www.ProjectChildSafe.il.gov. 

Irv lUinoti Project ChildSajc U dtitribrctinj 
257,000 safetyytuiLoclcs like tku one,forfree. 

Tkc junlocks are, anallahie, through. Local 

electric co-ops, IOMTenforcement offices anA, 

other outlets. 
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Hdj> Make; the' LUWAOWJSJob Safer 
Being a lineman is no simple task. Climbing poles and flower boxes, birdhouses, etc. If a lineman should fall 

stringing electrical wire is a daily job despite weather on these, he could be injured more seriously. Plant- 
reports or working conditions. But even if the weather or 
working conditions weren’t problems, the lineman has a 
very dangerous job. 

To work on the electrical lines, a lineman uses a buck¬ 
et truck or climbs up the pole using special steel spikes, 
called gaffs that attach around his boots. These gaffs dig 
into the pole and give the lineman a solid hold on the pole 
as he works with the electrical lines. The lineman’s liveli¬ 
hood and his life depend on his being able to keep those 
gaffs in the pole. If he should lose his hold on the pole, he 
could fall, hurting himself badly or even fatally. 
You can help linemen at your Electric Cooperative by keep¬ 
ing the poles around your property free of items that might 
keep them from doing their jobs safely. Here are a few ex¬ 
amples of how you can help: 
■ Don’t hang birdhouses or basketball goals on an elec¬ 

trical pole. The lineman who has to climb that pole 
will have to climb around these and if he does climb 
around a birdhouse or basketball goal, there’s a good 
chance he might use them as a handhold. If the struc¬ 
ture he uses isn’t secure, the lineman could fall and be 
badly hurt. 

1 Don’t use electrical equipment for your target practice. 
This can cause nothing but damage to the equipment 
and could harm you. Shooting at power lines or the 
glass insulators located on the poles could cause the 
lines to come down and cause outages that affect hun¬ 
dreds of people. 

■ Don’t landscape around the bottom of the pole with 

ing flowers in the soil around the pole doesn’t do any 
harm as long as no wooden or sharp objects are used 
in the bed. 

I Don’t erect a fence or attach a gate to a pole. A fence 
post made of wood or steel driven into the ground 
near a power pole is a great hazard to a lineman if he 
should happen to slip and fall on it. Don’t build or at¬ 
tach anything to the pole that could be a hazard. 

■ Don’t hang a sign advertising a garage sale or promot¬ 
ing your favorite political candidate on the power pole. 
The signs themselves aren’t hazards, but the nails or 
staples used to hold them up are. If a lineman should 
hit one of these while climbing, his gaff won’t get a 
strong hold and he could slip off the pole. This goes 
for any metal object attached to the pole, including 
spikes, steeples or any kind of nail. 
If you follow these simple rules, you’ll be making the 
already dangerous job of the lineman much safer. 

MEMBERSHIP PRIZE 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative who are 

eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part of the story, call 
us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 
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Efterav Mvths VdnMilxd 

There are quite a few myths about 
energy and energy savings. In 

some cases the statements may be 
true, but the savings may be a lot 
less than many people think. And in 
other cases, the myth may once have 
been true but is no longer, given better 
manufacturing or design. 

MYTH #1) 
Switching appliances and lights 

on and off uses more energy than 
leaving them on and decreases the 
lifetime of the appliance or lighting. 

It is true that there is a small 
surge in power created when ap¬ 
pliances are turned on, but it is not 
significant compared to the power 
wasted by leaving the appliance on. 

MYTH #4) 
Refrigerators use the same amount 

of energy whether they are full or empty. 
When a refrigerator is full, it will 

use less energy. 

MYTH #5) 
It’s important to clean your refrig¬ 

erator coils. 
Often touted as an energy sav¬ 

ings tool, efforts to measure this effect 
have shown that there is no energy 
savings to be had from cleaning the 
coils of your fridge. 

MYTH #8) 
Daylight savings time saves very 

little energy. 
According to the Department of 

Transportation there are three reasons 
for daylight-savings time. The first 
reason is that it saves energy because 
it shifts the hours we are awake to 
correspond to sunlight. We’re less 
likely to have the lights on during wak¬ 
ing hours. The second reason is that it 
saves lives by shifting the time when 
people are likely to be on the road to 
daylight hours. 

MYTH #2) 
When an appliance is turned off, 

it’s really off. 
According to the Lawrence Berke¬ 

ley lab, most appliances continue to 
use power when they’re switched off 
and, in some cases, as much power 
as when they’re on. This phantom 
load accounts for about five percent of 
U.S. residential electricity consump¬ 
tion. The only way to eliminate this is 
by unplugging appliances or putting 
the appliance on a power strip that can 
be turned off. 

MYTH #6) 
Buying a new energy-efficient air 

conditioner, furnace, insulation and 
windows will automatically save me 
lots of money. 

While this is true, all these things 
must be sized and installed properly to 
realize the potential savings, which can 
be significant. If the air conditioner and 
duct system are not correctly installed, 
they waste one third or more of the 
energy used by the air conditioner. 

MYTH #3) 
Computer screen savers save money. 
The screen saver on a computer 

does not save money. You need to use 
the computer monitor’s energy saver 
feature. 

MYTH #7) 
Thermostats should not be turned 

down at night because it takes more 
energy than it saves to reheat a home. 

According to the Utah Office of 
Energy Services, thermostats should 
be turned down in the winter in unoc¬ 
cupied buildings or when you go to 
sleep. This can cut energy costs by 10 
percent a month. Old heat pumps with 
old thermostats are the only exception, 
but you can install a new setback ther¬ 
mostat made for heat pumps. 

MYTH #9) 
When stored in the refrigerator, 

batteries last longer. 
The reason given for this advice 

is that chemical reactions usually 
speed up with increasing tempera¬ 
tures. However, the effect of storing 
batteries in the refrigerator is negli¬ 
gible. 

MYTH #10) 
Halogen lighting is super efficient. 
While halogen lighting is more en¬ 

ergy efficient than standard incandes¬ 
cent light bulbs, fluorescent lighting is 
still nearly three times as efficient as 
halogen lights and safer too. 

Source: Lawrence Berkeley Labora¬ 
tory; EcolQ magazine; MSN.com; 
American Council for An Energy Ef¬ 
ficient Economy, odjng aBjoag 

We will be closed on Monday, May 31, in observance of Memorial Day. 
We will re-open at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 1. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 • (618) 827-3555 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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SIEC Sponsors Students to Meet With Area Leaislators 
Eight area high school juniors rep¬ 

resenting Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative met with area legislators 

during the Illinois Electric and Tele¬ 

phone Cooperatives’ Youth Day on 

April 21, in Springfield. While in the 

state capital, students had an oppor¬ 

tunity to watch government in action, 

speak with State Treasurer Judy Baar 

Topinka, and tour the Illinois State 

Capitol, Lincoln’s Tomb and the Illinois 

Supreme Court, SUJEH '3 sewer 
These students were among a 

group of more than 300 students this 

year. This is the 45th year of youth 

activities sponsored by the electric 

and telephone cooperatives in Illinois, 

to introduce young rural leaders to 

state government. The cooperatives 

annually send outstanding high school 

students from downstate Illinois to 

Springfield and Washington D.C. 

During the week-long tour of 

Washington D.C. this summer, stu¬ 

dents will see the Civil War battlefields 

at Gettysburg and visit the historic 

shrines and monuments in Washing¬ 

ton. They will tour the Mount Vernon 

home of George Washington, the 

White House, Arlington Cemetery, the 

Washington Cathedral and the Smith¬ 

sonian Museum. They will also visit 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 

the National Archives. 

The two Washington D.C. trip 

winners this year are Brantley Strieker 

(Century High School) and Julie Hill 

(Shawnee High School). They will 

represent SIEC, along with Miss 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

2003, Amy Heinrichs. 

From left are chaperone Chris Boyd (Member Services birector — SIEC), Senator Forby, 

Bradley Atkinson of Metropolis (Massac County H.S.) AliciaJohnson of Joppa (Joppa 

H.S.) Representative Phelps, Megan Hileman of Jonesboro (AnnaJonesboro H.S.) Megan 

Qerdes of Vienna (Vienna H.S.), Representative Bost, bavid Addison of Alto Pass (Cob- 

den H.S.) Brantley Strieker of Karnak (Century H.S.), Senator Luechtefeld, Roddrick 

Bowers of Mounds (Meridian H.S.), chaperone Jerri Schaefer (StaffAsst. — SIEC), and 

Julie Hill of McClure (Shawnee H.S.). 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 
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bonjola Elementary School Science Fair 
SIEC Member Services Director Chris 

Boyd, Staff Assistant Jerri Schaefer and 
former employee Dare Aden helped judge the 
science fair this year at Dongola Elementary 
on April 15. The gymnasium was filled with 
creative and impressive science projects, 
presented by proud grade school students. 

Sixth grade winners included Greg 
Porterfield, Becky Penrod, Nick Bound and 
Jackie Valdez, all placing first. Katie Bailey 
placed second and Caleb Mowery, Josh 
Smith and Brooke Bittle placed third. 

Fifth grade winners were Jessica Paw¬ 
ley, placing first, Rebekah Freeman second 
and Jodi Schultz third. 

Fourth grade win¬ 
ners included Taylor 
Bound first, Marcus 
Collins and Michaela 
Penrod second, and 
Lindsey Ferguson and 
Adam Floffner third. 

Third grade win¬ 
ners were Brock Pat¬ 
terson, placing first, 
Justin Brimm second 
and Katie Latham and 

Sixth grader Etta Meadpresented her science 

project on Mustard stains. 

First and secondtjrade dosses presented their class projects as separate 

proups, both receiving class project trophies. 

Dylan Sadler third, uosmqou -Q |JB3 
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How Electrically-Sa vvy A 

What you don’t know about 

electricity can be shocking! In 

addition to safety issues, a basic un¬ 

derstanding of electricity can help you 

select the best electrical devices for 

your home and reduce your energy bill 

as well. The Leviton Institute helps you 

test your knowledge with the following 

true/false quiz on electricity. 

1 Dimmers simply absorb energy 
from light bulbs and don’t save 

you any money. 
Fa/se. Dimmers don’t absorb power. 

They control the amount of time a bulb 

is on and off 120 times a second, but 

your eye can’t see this. A dim set¬ 

ting limits the time the bulb is on. A 

bulb dimmed to 50 percent uses ap¬ 

proximately 25 percent less power and 

lasts approximately 20 times longer, 

saving both on lighting energy and 

bulb replacement costs. 

2 Dimmers cannot be used to con¬ 
trol ceiling fans. 

True. Dimmers can damage fan mo¬ 

tors. Only fan speed control units can 

be used with ceiling fans. They are 

usually available with the same styling 

and features as dimmers but are safe 

for fan motors. 

SGFCIs offer the same protection 
that circuit breakers do. 

False. Circuit breakers are designed 
to trip when a severe short causes 

high levels of electrical current to flow 

through your wires. Ground Fault Cir¬ 

cuit Indicators (GFCIs) provide protec¬ 

tion from ground fault. This can occur 

when current leaking from a damaged 

appliance travels to ground through a 

person touching the appliance. Ground 

fault current can be lethal, but is typi¬ 

cally not high enough to trip a breaker. 

A GFCI is designed to trip when it 

senses a relatively tiny amount of 

ground fault current. 

4A 1200-watt appliance draws 10 
amps of electrical current. 

True. Light bulbs and appliances are 

rated in watts, while electrical wiring is 

rated in amps. Divide the watts by 120 

(the household voltage) to arrive at the 

amperage rating. In this case, 1200 

watts divided by 120 volts equals 10 

amps. 

5 Only a licensed electrician can 
test a GFCI. 

False. Using a simple procedure 

you should test your GFCIs monthly. 

Plug a lamp into the GFCI and turn it 

on. Press the test button—the GFCI 

should trip causing the light to go off. 

Press the reset button on the GFCI 

and the lamp should go on again. 

This confirms that the GFCI is working 

properly. If the GFCI does not trip (shut 

off the light) when you press the test 

button, there is an electrical problem 

and you should contact a licensed 

electrician. 

12-gauge wire is rated to carry 
more electrical current than 14- 

gauge wire. 
True. The larger the diameter of wire, 

the more electrical current it can carry. 

What is sometimes confusing is that 

the larger the diameter, the smaller the 

wire gauge. For example, 14-gauge 

wire is rated for small electrical tools 

and appliances, but larger power tools 

require 12-gauge wire. 

re You? 

7 If a plug keeps falling out of a 
receptacle, use pliers to spread 

the plug blades farther apart. 
False. When a receptacle no longer 

holds a plug firmly in place, the half- 

inserted, live plug is a serious shock 

hazard, especially for children. When 

a receptacle is old or worn out by 

excessive use, its contacts no longer 

properly grip a plug. Any receptacle in 

this condition must be replaced. 

8 Surges can enter your electronic 
equipment through phone and 

cable connections. 
True. Surges that can damage your 

PC, television, video recorder and 

answering machine can enter through 

phone, data line and cable connec¬ 

tions. Use surge protective power 

strips that not only provide the maxi¬ 

mum amount of powerline protection, 

but also offer protection for phone, 

data and cable lines. These multi¬ 

purpose surge strips are available in 

home centers, electronic stores and a 

variety of retail outlets. 

Source: Leviton Institute 

Membership prize 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit toward their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center 
section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 
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2004- Nominating Committee to Meet June 8, 2004 
Members to serve on the 2003- 

2004 nominating committee 

were appointed by Barbara Pitts, Pres¬ 

ident of the Board of Directors, at the 

2003 annual meeting of the members 

held August 7, 2003. The committee 

will meet at the cooperative headquar¬ 

ters, 7420 U.S. Highway 51 South, 

Dongola, Illinois, at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 

June 8, to consider nominees for elec¬ 

tion to the board of directors at the 

2004 annual meeting of members. 

The following committee mem¬ 

bers were appointed to the 2003-2004 

nominating committee to represent 

their respective counties: 

Alexander County delegate, Richard 

Walker, 1 East Cape Terrace, McClure, 

IL 62957; and alternate, Jack Thomas, 

PO. Box 68, Miller City, IL 62962. 

Johnson County delegate, Betty 

Casey, 6855 State Route 146W, Bun¬ 

combe, IL 62912; and alternate, Patty 

Allbritten, 6130 Indian Point Road, 

Belknap, IL 62908. 

Massac County delegate, Orlis Harris, 

7785 Waldo Church Road, Brookport, 

IL 62910; and alternate Josh Reagor, 

398 Halstenberg Road, Karnak, IL 

62956. aiumAjJai 

Pulaski County delegate, George 

Holhubner, PO. Box 321, Olmsted, IL 

62970; and alternate Robert Heisner, 

Rt. 1 Box 10, Grand Chain, IL 62941. 

Union County delegate, Brad Pen- 

ninger, 2220 Airport Road, Jonesboro, 

IL 62952; and alternate, Ira Dugan 

Tripp, Jr., 1485 Gurley Loop, Bun¬ 

combe, IL 62912. 

The by-laws of the cooperative 

provide the nominations to the board 

of directors may be made by: (1) 

nominating committee, (2) petition 

received not less than 25 days prior 

to the actual meeting, signed by 15 or 

more active member, or (3) an active 

member from the floor at the annual 

meeting. The three-year terms of 

directors are expired alternately so 

that each year elections are held for 

a portion of the board. At the 2004 

annual meeting elections will be held 

for a director from each of these three 

counties: Alexander, Pulaski and 

Union. 

Are you getting these added features 

from your long distance company? 

Trust. Quality. Reliability. 

WE’LL BE THERE FOR YOU. TODAY AND TOMORROW. 

In todays world you cant be sure your long distance provider will be there 

for you let alone provide good service and rates. There’s a better way - long 
distance from your local electric Cooperative. 
Your local electric Cooperative has just one goal in mind - to provide the 

best possible services to its members for the best price. 

Pay just 4.5<£* per minute for In-State long distance calls and 4.9<f* a minute 
for State-to-State calls anywhere in the continental United States. Add a 

toll free number for the same low rates. Plus you will receive: 

• Calling Card rate of just 9.5? per minute! 
• Great low rates to international countries around the world! 

• 4.5?* per minute E-bill rates! (In-State & State-to-State) 

• No monthly minimums or service charges. No cost to join! 

• You don’t have to be a Cooperative member to sign up! 

Long Distance Savings from people you can trust. 

Sign up now to start saving. 

1-800-807-1837 
Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

Southern 
Services, LLC 

•Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Certain restrictions may apply. Please call for 
details. In partnership with TransWortd Network. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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OFFICE CLOSING Our office will be closed Monday, July 5 in observance of Independence Day. 
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Please join us 
August 5, 2004 

at Shawnee 
Community 

College 
Ullin, IL 

Enjoy: 
Early Bird Prizes 

Miss SIEC 2004 
Pageant 

Door Prizes 

Registration 
Gifts 

Entertainment 

Election of 3 
Directors 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 

AHHudMertiMj of Umber 
August 5, 2004 

Registration: 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Business Meeting: 7:00 p.m. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric 

Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

(618)827-3555 

RO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 

Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Vice Pres. 

Scott L. Ury 
Union County 

Sec.-trees. 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Dale E. Taake 
Pulaski County 

C. Larry Fisher 
Massac County 

LmMcoj^Uia Tip* 
■ Plant shade trees on the west and south 
sides of your house for maximum energy 
savings. 
■ In the summer, deciduous trees can 
block 70-80 percent of the sun’s radiation. 
■ In the winter, deciduous trees without 
their leaves let in the sun to warm your 
home. uo||0|33|Al ’lAl eiJaqiV 
■ Shade trees do a better job of cooling 
a building than do Venetian blinds, plastic 
coatings or reflective coatings on windows. 
■ Shade your air conditioner to increase its 
efficiency during peak periods. 
■ Shrubs planted on all sides of the house 
help reduce wall and soil temperatures. 
■ Remember power lines above and below ground when 
planting. 
■ Before you start digging, remember to call J.U.LI.E. at 
(800) 892-0123. 

ConaratuiatioKS Ptmtelrv Blerstedt 
OKs your nrurposition at SPEC! 

Pamma is now Member Services Clerk, primarily assisting in day to 
day operations with SouthWater. She was SIEC’s payroll clerk since 

1997 and now she also assists our Member Services Director, Chris 
Boyd. a)|uiaj. aiHAJQ 

Manager 

Larry Lovell 

Attorney 

Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 

Jerri Schaefer 

Dir. of Administration & 

Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 

(from Southern Illinois) 

(800) 762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 

(618) 827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 

through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 

Dongola office 

(618) 827-3555 

Dongola office 

With long distance from 
Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, you are free to 
call anytime, anywhere in the 
continental United States for 
the same low rate. 

enjoy your freedom 4*5<t* 
per minute 

Long distance shouldn't be restrictive. Some plans show you a good rate, then offer higher rates for daytime or in state calls and charge 
monthly minimums. We give you the freedom to call who you want, when you want, where you want - with no hidden charges. 

■ SIGN UP BY July 31, 2004 and receive $20.00 FREE of long distance calls** 
■ Pay just 4.5t* per minute for all your in-state long distance calls 
■ Only 4.9<j * per minute for all calls state-to-state anytime, anywhere in the continental U.S. 
i E-bill rates at just 4.5$ per minute (residential service only) 
■ NO cost to join. NO monthly minimum. NO hidden charges. 
> You don't have to be a current Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative customer to sign up. 

Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 
® Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

Cali Us Today! 

1-800-807-1837 FEEL FREE TO START SAVING TODAY AND SWITCH TO THE LONG DISTANCE 
COMPANY SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE RECOMMENDS! 

‘Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Certain restrictions may apply. Please call for details. In partnership with TransWorld Network. 
**This offer expires July 31, 2004 

MEMBERSHIP PRIZE 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find 
your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell 
us your account number and we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 
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Mist Southerns lllutoU Eiectrlo Cooperatives 
CO 

BEAUTY PAGEANT RULES AND ENTRY FORM 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative is seeking entrants for the beauty pageant held in conjunction with the an¬ 

nual meeting of members, August 5, 2004, at Shawnee College, Ullin, IL. 
1. Entrant MUST LIVE (Full Time) IN A HOME SERVED BY SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. 
2. Entrant MUST BE 16-22 YEARS OF AGE, NEVER MARRIED AND HAVE NOT GIVEN BIRTH. 
3. Previous first place winners are not eligible. 
4. Candidates will appear in gowns and one-piece swimsuits (no extreme cuts). 

EVENING GOWN-30% SWIMSUIT-30% INTERVIEW-40% 

• MISS SIEC 2004 WILL RECEIVE: $150 
cash, crown, trophy, sash and an all expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C., in June 2005. 

• FIRST RUNNER-UP WILL RECEIVE: 
$100 cash, trophy and a gift. (In the event 
Miss SIEC cannot go to Washington, the First 
Runner-Up is given the opportunity.) 

• SECOND RUNNER-UP WILL RECEIVE: 
$75 cash, trophy and a gift. 

• CONSOLATION PRIZE: $50 cash to each 
non-winner. 

• MISS CONGENIALITY: Trophy to winner 
chosen by contestants. 

CONTESTANTS WILL BE JUDGED AS FOLLOWS: 

Beauty-10% 
Charm-10% 
Grace-10% 

General Knowledge -10% 
Acheivement-10% 
Vocabulary-10% 
Voice-10% 

Beauty-10% 
Poise-10% 

Posture-10% 

BEAUTY PAGEANT ENTRY 
RESIDENCY AFFIDAVIT 

I agree to abide by the contest rules as set forth and herewith give my permission for the Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative to use my picture and name for any contest publicity. 
I further certify that I am a resident in a home served by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. (Failure to com¬ 

ply with these rules will void the decision of the judges.) 
DEADLINE: JULY 22 

Print Name  

Birthdate Age  

Street/Route  

City State Zip  

Parents  

Account Number  

Phone 

Signature 

L   _ J 
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Voluntary and open m
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Outages 1 01 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative continually strives 

to improve the reliability of electrical service by various 
programs such as cycle forestry trimming, pole testing 
and replacement, and carefully researched work plans. 
Unfortunately, all electrical utilities occasionally experi¬ 
ence outages, regardless of efforts to reduce them. 
Many of our members have experienced what Mother 
Nature can do to an electrical system and are knowl¬ 
edgeable in dealing with this inconvenience. This article 
will address some of the outage-related issues. 

Linda Keller Michael 
Logeman 

Pam Lentz 

found on a smaller single phase line, approximately 20 
to 40 members may be without power. Therefore, the 
priority begins at the substation and extends through 
the major three phase feeders to the smaller single 
phase lines. Power must be restored to the main lines 
before it is possible to restore power to feeder lines. 

^ Should I always call? 
Yes. Occasionally a member will assume, since the 

entire neighborhood is without power, it is unnecessary 
to call. This may be true in the many instances, but 
sometimes there are still problems with individual ser¬ 
vices that are not known, even after service to the main 
line along the road is restored. 

How do I know whether 
the problem is in SIEC's 

lines or at my residence? 
The old fashioned method is to call your neighbor and 
see if he has power. This method is not fool-proof, but 
is generally a good indication of whether the problem 
is an individual service outage or not. 

A 

► What about busy signals? 
All phone calls to the SIEC office are directed to an an¬ 

swering service after the office hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4: 
00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The answering service 
handles the majority of the smaller outages. For larger 
outages, phone lines are switched back to the Dongola 
office and employees are called in to answer the larger 
volume of calls. 

Is it helpful to report bro¬ 
ken poles and/or a downed 

conductor? 
All assistance of this nature is welcomed and helpful, 
but be careful! Downed power lines may still be ener¬ 
gized and can be extremely dangerous. Staying inside 
the house is the safest place to be during outages. 
Leave the troubleshooting duties to trained linemen. 

Why did Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative crews 

drive past my house without 
restoring power? 
If the problem is at the substation, approximately 1,500 
members could be without power.. If the problem is 
found at the main feeder level, approximately 300 to 
400 members could be without power. If the problem is 

^ Should I unplug my appli¬ 
ances? 

There is no perfect answer to this question. It is a 
good policy to unplug sensitive electronics such as 
computers, stereos, televisions, etc. Generally, the 
white appliances such as washers, dryers and refrig¬ 
erators are not as sensitive. However, if the lights are 
dim and not completely out, it is a good idea to unplug 
these as well, ipjiuijbs 381 miuefuag 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC ♦ UNION • PULASKI • POPE 

Stemirdsklp'at Dixon/Sjaridds 
During the week of April 27-30, Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative co¬ 

hosted a live-line demonstration with SouthEastern Electric Cooperative 
at Dixon Springs. More than 3,000 area 4th-6th graders attended. SIEC edu¬ 
cated 13 sessions of students in a two-day live-line demonstration, explained 
how electricity works, showed dangers of electricity and gave helpful hints on 
what to do in perilous electrical situations. 
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Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

Published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

August2004 

Notice is hereby given that the 2004 annual meeting of 

the members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

will be held at Shawnee Community College, Ullin, Illinois, 

at 7 p.m., Thursday, August 5, 2004, to take action upon 

the following matters. 

1. The report of the officers, directors, manager and 

committees. 

2. The election of three directors of the cooperative. 

3. The matters and business set out in the remainder of 

this notice and any other matter of business that may be 
properly brought before the meeting or any adjournment 

or adjournments thereof. 

In connection with the election of directors scheduled 

for this meeting, the following members have been nomi¬ 

nated by the committee of nominations, appointed by the 

president of the cooperative pursuant to the bylaws: 

County of Alexander Richard D. Moss 
(three year term) 

County of Pulaski    Dale E. Taake 
(three year term) 

. 

County of Union.   Scott L. Ury 
(three year term) 

Additional nominations for directors of the cooperative 

may be made from the floor at the meeting. 

Given at Dongola, Illinois, this 23rd day of July 2004. 

Carole J. Kelley, Secretary 

 Official Registration  
Cut out and bring to the meeting for registration and drawing of prizes. 

This is the Official 
Meeting Notice. 

No booklet will be 
mailed. Refer to pages 
* 16a through 16cf of 
magazine for additional 

information. 



2004 Pretuimt CIKCL Qemr&L MtuuMer’s Re^wrt 

Larry Lovell Barbara Pitts 
General Manager President 

The 65th annual meeting of members 
of Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative (SIEC) will be held at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, August 5, 2004, at Shawnee 
Community College in Ullin, Illinois. 

We have changed the times and 
format somewhat this year. Pre-meet¬ 
ing activities and registration will begin 
at 5:00 p.m. The Shawnee Trio and 
Kerry with Mary will provide entertain¬ 
ment from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. The 
beauty pageant swimsuit competi¬ 
tion will begin at 6:30 p.m. Early bird 
prizes will be given away at the con¬ 
clusion of the swimsuit competition. 
The business meeting will begin at 7: 
00 p.m. The night will conclude with 
more prize giveaways and the crown¬ 
ing of the 2004 Miss Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative. 

We invite you to attend this 65th 
annual members’ meeting and exer¬ 
cise your right and responsibility as a 
member, and participate in conducting 
the business of your cooperative. 

Being there for each other. It’s 
kind of the code of rural life. We’ve 
heard stories of farmers banding 
together to help harvest the crop of 
an ill neighbor. Maybe you’ve lent a 
hand yourself, or even benefited from 
a community project. That’s how 
electric cooperatives were created — 
farmers and neighbors joining together 
in an effort to improve life in their area. 

Back then, some power compa¬ 
nies tried to block cooperatives from 
reaching un-served regions by running 
“spite” lines to farms that were handy 
to serve. Many farmers refused ser¬ 
vice from those utilities because their 
neighbors were being unfairly denied 
electricity. Thinking of one’s neighbors 
was vital to the survival of the electric 
cooperatives. It still is. 

Despite what you hear in the 
news from time to time, the nation’s 
electric cooperatives are serving their 
territories well, filling an essential role 
in rural America. 

Your board of directors, man¬ 
ager, and co-op employees feel we 
have a particular responsibility to you 
our members. Times have certainly 
changed since the first cooperatives 
built power lines and brought electricity 
to farmhouses and barns across rural 
Illinois. But the cooperative promise 
has not. As a cooperative we promise 
to be loyal to you, provide reliable ser¬ 
vice, run the cooperative with integrity 
and provide services to our communi¬ 
ties that will benefit everyone. 

As a member of Touchstone 
Energy®, Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative has access to new and in¬ 
novative ways to serve the community 
we work and live in. For instance, with 
the Discovery Channel Get Charged! 
Program, a partnership between Touch¬ 
stone Energy cooperatives and the 
Discovery Channel, schools across the 
country will be provided quality educa¬ 
tional materials about electricity and the 
rich history of cooperatives. 

Another important program we 
are offering through Touchstone En¬ 
ergy is the National Child ID Program. 
Touchstone Energy cooperatives have 
teamed up with the American Football 
Coaches Association and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to provide 
parents and guardians with an inkless 
fingerprint identification tool to help 
protect our children from harm. 

We hope you’ll never need to use 
it, but we want to be sure you have it if 
you do. SIEC, in conjunction with Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative and South- 
Eastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, will 
be giving away these identification kits 
at the SIU vs. Northern Iowa football 
game in Carbondale on October 2, 
2004. They will be available at the an¬ 
nual meeting, or you may drop by the 
office and pick up one of these kits. 

It’s our cooperative’s promise to 
not forget our roots as we strive to build 

a better future. This cooperative promise 
keeps us grounded in our purpose, 
stable and unwavering in our principles. 

Loyalty — We are consumer 
advocates in a changing marketplace. 
As a member of an electric cooperative, 
you have a voice in any decision¬ 
making at the co-op. You elect the 
board of directors and they’re members 
just like you. 

Reliability — This promise begins 
with our reliable electric service. 
We work to make sure electricity is 
there when you need it and that it is 
provided at the lowest possible cost. 

Integrity— Member ownership 
means co-ops are more accountable 
and responsive to local needs. Electric 
cooperatives are small enough to 
listen, and are close enough to notice 
the needs of consumers. As not-for- 
profit companies, cooperatives offer 
stability and reliability and better value 
for members. 

Trust— For-profit companies serve 
two masters - the shareholder and 
the customer. Cooperatives serve one 
master-you the member. In many 
cases of recent corporate scandal, 
deceptive financial practices were 
performed with the intent of hitting 
fictional earnings targets. Trust in co¬ 
ops remains strong, however, because 
the co-op business model provides a 
transparency and offers customers a 
genuine sense of ownership. 

Commitment to community- 
one of the seven guiding principles for 
the cooperative way of doing business 
is concern for the communities we serve. 
The large corporate energy companies 
are too far removed from their customers 
to understand community needs. 
However, your electric cooperative is a 
local company, staffed by local people, 
and able to listen and respond to you. 

This is the cooperative difference 
and our promise to you. We want to 
personally thank you for the privilege 
of serving you. 



1004 Annual Meeting Treasurer’s Report 
Located in the center 

section of this is¬ 
sue are the financial 
reports of the coop¬ 
erative for the Year 
2003. Financially, your 

Carole J. Kelley cooperative had a very 
Secretary-Treasurer successfu| year as we 

delivered to you efficient, reliable, and 
as economically as possible, low cost 
electricity. Our total operating revenue 
for the year was approximately $17 
million, with the majority (80.3 per¬ 
cent) of it coming from our farm and 
residential members. 

The second largest group of mem¬ 
bers providing revenue was our small 
commercial members, providing just 
under 13 percent of our total revenue 
for the year. Overall, our members’ 
averaged just 8.69 cents per kwh 
purchased. Some of the different rate 
codes averaged higher or lower, but 
overall, the average cost to our mem¬ 
bers was just 8.69 cents per kwh. Our 
revenues grew slightly in 2003 as we 
had a 1 percent increase in kwh sales 
and 278 new service connects. 

The cost of purchased power still 
remains our largest expense, comprising 
about 57 percent of our total revenue, or 
57 cents of every dollar we receive. Op¬ 
erations and maintenance of our system 
required about 14.6 cents of each dollar 
this past year as the May 2003 tornado 
caused approximately $1 million in dam¬ 
ages; our member billing, administration 
and general expenses representing 
about 12.2 cents. Depreciation of our 
system was about 7.8 cents of each 
dollar received and interest expense on 
long-term debt accounted for about 4.5 
cents of each dollar. Our net operating 
margins for the year were equal to about 
3.2 cents of every dollar received. 

Additionally, we received some 
interest income from our cash balances 
and we received just under $138,000 
in “allocations” of capital credits from 
cooperatives that we belong to, such as 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, our 
banker in Herndon, VA (NRUCFC), and 
from some vendors of equipment and 
supplies. Our financial statements show 
total margins of $767,098, but only 
$543,153 represents actual cash result¬ 

ing from our electrical rates. 
Our total plant continues to be 

upgraded and added to as needed. Our 
total miles of line at the end of 2003 
grew by 10 miles to 2,104 total miles. 
Our membership continues to grow 
a little each year and with it comes 
expansion of the electrical system. We 
increased the cost of our plant by more 
than $2.01 million and our net total 
assets by more than $2 million. 

Cash continues to be a concern 
and as stated at the time of the rate 
increase in 2002, it would not provide 
all we need for continued expansion. 
We borrowed $2 million last year from 
NRUCFC and project we will be bor¬ 
rowing $2.5 million in 2004. As men¬ 
tioned at last year’s annual meeting, a 
rate increase is likely for the end of this 
year and could be implemented this fall. 

The amount of this increase, 
which will be for all classes of electri¬ 
cal service, is unknown at this writing 
as we are awaiting final power cost 
projections from our power supplier. 
We assure you that we will keep any 
necessary increases to a minimum. 

THERE'S ANEW 
Low price. High quality. 

Integrity. 
^  SHERIFF IN TOWN. 

-a* 

iff 
^ llgl 

Its what you expect from your local 
cooperative. 

' /F * 

1 f h 4.5** 
Li 

H Hit iNfT LONG DISTANCE 

Yes, there is a new Sheriff in town...Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative long distance with TransWorld Network (TWN). Start 

saving today and switch to the new long distance company your cooperative recommends! 

• Pay just 4.5c* per minute for all your in-state long distance calls 
• Only 4.9c* per minute for all calls state-to-state anytime, anywhere in the continental U.S. 
• E-bilt rates at just 4.5(1; per minute (residential service only) 
• NO cost to join. NO monthly minimum. NO hidden charges. 
• You don’t have to be a current Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative customer to sign up. 

fP 
' 

Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy "Partner <•> 

Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Certain restrictions may apply. Please call for details. Services provided by TransWorld Network 

MISSING OUT ON SAVINGS LIKE THIS SHOULD BE A CRIME. 1-800-807-1837 



The Shawnee Trio & Kerry with Mary 
Originating in 1954, three local 

girls from Shawnee High School 
formed a group called “The Shaw¬ 
nee Trio.” Deloris Craig, June Dillon, 
and Joann Colyer began singing 
together in their high school glee 
club. Mary Jones of Grand Tower 
joined the group around 1985. In 
1998, the group lost their longtime 
favorite soprano, Deloris Burchyett 
to ALS. About that time, another 
Shawnee High School graduate, 
Kerry Baugher, joined the group. 

Since then, his wife, Diane, has offered 
her talent as well. This group has been 
singing all over the state at various fes¬ 
tivals, churches, and even jazz clubs 
in Chicago. 

The Shawnee Trio & Kerry with 
Mary will be presenting an excep¬ 
tional concert of Gospel and Oldies 
but Goodies at our annual meeting of 
members this year. They will be per¬ 
forming from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
then singing our National Anthem at 
7:00 p.m. to begin our meeting. 

$300 cash 
$100 cash 
IMKD RFMB 

$50 cash 

As in the past, all three prizes will be given 
away as the last three prizes of the evening. 

All registration cards will be returned to the 
“cage” for this drawing. 

These cash prizes are courtesy of SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Don’t forget the EARLY BIRD prizes. Come 
early and register for this drawing. Members 
must be present for ALL prizes. 

State of Illinois ) 
Proof Of Mailing 

County of Union ) 

I, Carole J. Kelley, being duly sworn, on oath, state that I am duly elected, qualified and am acting secretary of 
the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, (hereinafter called the cooperative) and that on the 23rd day of July, 2004, 
every member of the cooperative was mailed, with postage thereon prepaid, a copy of the Illinois Country Living 
JAMUP that contained a notice of the regular meeting of the members of the cooperative to be held on August 5, 
2004, that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the JAMUP containing said notice. 

Carole J. Kelley, Secretary 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 23RD DAY OF JULY 2004. 

SEAL 

Pam Lentz, Notary Public 
R0. Box 183 
Dongola, IL 62926 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • R0. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 



Amwl Meeting Program 
August 5,2004 

Registration 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Cut out registration card on the outside cover of magazine to 

register for door prizes. Each member registering will receive one $10 credit to apply 

on electric bill. In addition, a drawing will be held before and after the meeting for At¬ 

tendance prizes. 

The Shawnee Trio & Kerry with Mary will be performing Gospel and Oldies but Goodies 

from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Appearance of beauty contestants in swimsuit competition will be at 6:30 p.m. this year. 

Early bird prizes will be given out at the conclusion of the swimsuit competition. 

7:00 p.m. 

Call to Order Barbara Pitts, President 

Invocation 

National Anthem 

Welcome Larry Lovell, Manager 

Business Meeting 

Reading of the 2003 Minutes 

Official Meeting Notice Carole J. Kelley, Secretary 

President’s and Manager’s Report 

Nominating Committee Report Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr. Secretary 

Balloting for Directors Ron Osman, Attorney 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 

Adjournment 

Introduction of Visitors 

Completion of 2004 Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Pageant 

More Prize Giveaways 
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Nomim±ut^ Committees 
Minutes 

The nominating committee ap¬ 

pointed by President Barbara 

Pitts, with the approval of the mem¬ 

bership, met at the headquarters 

building at 7:00 p.m., June 8, 2004, 

to nominate three directors for three- 

year terms. 

The following delegates were 

present: Richard R. Walker, Betty 

Casey, George Holhubner, and Brad 

Penninger. The following voting al¬ 

ternates were present: Robert Heis- 

ner, Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr., and Josh 

Reagor. Absent were delegates 

Jack Thomas and Orlis Harris, and 

alternate Patty Allbritten. 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman and 

Administrative Assistant Cathleen 

Belcher were also present at the 

meeting. Attorney Osman explained 

the duties of the nominating com¬ 

mittee and the portion of the by¬ 

laws pertinent to the nomination 

of directors. He also explained the 

following methods by which direc¬ 

tors may be nominated: 

1. by a nominating committee 

2. by a petition of fifteen 

members in writing, or 

3. by nominations from the 

floor at the members’ 

annual meeting. 

Attorney Osman acted as tem¬ 

porary chairperson until the elec¬ 

tion of a permanent chairperson. 

Richard R. Walker nominated 

George Holhubner to act as chair¬ 

person. Motion by Josh Reagor, 

seconded by Richard R. Walker, to 

close nominations and elect George 

Holhubner by acclamation. Motion 

carried. 

The meeting was then turned 

over to Chairperson Holhubner who 

appointed Richard R. Walker to act 

as secretary. 

Motion by Richard R. Walker 

to nominate Richard D. Moss as 

director for Alexander County. A 

motion was made by Josh Reagor 

and seconded by Brad Penninger to 

close nominations and nominate by 

acclamation Richard D. Moss. Mo¬ 

tion carried. 

Motion by Josh Reagor to 

nominate Dale E. Taake as director 

for Pulaski County. A motion was 

made by Richard R. Walker and 

seconded by Brad Penninger to 

close nominations and nominate by 

acclamation Dale E. Taake. Motion 

carried. 

Motion by Brad Penninger to 

nominate Scott L. Dry as director for 

Union County. A motion was made 

by Betty Casey and seconded by 

Richard R. Walker to close nomina¬ 

tions and nominate by acclamation 

Scott L. Ury. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Richard 

R. Walker and seconded by Brad 

Penninger to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Profiles of Board 
Candidates 
Richard D. Moss, 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss of 

Tamms was se¬ 

lected by the nominating 

committee to represent 

Alexander County on 

the board of directors. 

He was first appointed to the board in 

December 1982. He was elected by 

the members in August 1983 and has 

completed seven terms as a board 

member. Moss and his wife, Karen, 

operate a livestock farm in the Tamms 

area. They have two children and four 

grandchildren. Moss is active in several 

agriculture organizations. 

Dale E. Taake, Pulaski County 

Dale E. Taake of Ullin 

is the nominating 

committee’s choice 

to represent Pulaski 

County. He was elected 

in August 1993 to the 

board. Taake and his wife, Amy, have 
three children and make their home 

in rural Ullin. He and his brothers are 

fourth generation operators of their 

family row crop farm. 

Scott L. Ury, Union County 

Scott L. Ury of Anna 

was the selection of 

the nominating commit¬ 

tee for election to the 

board of directors to 

represent Union County. 

He was elected in August 1999 to the 

board. Ury is a lifetime resident of 

Union County where he owns a live¬ 

stock farm. He and his wife, Carolyn, 

have one daughter, Amanda. He is a 

lifetime member of Mt. Moriah Luther¬ 

an Church in Anna. He presently works 

for Belcher Electric in Anna. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Barbara Pitts (President), Scott L. Ury (Vice President), 
Carole Jean Kelley (Secretary-Treasurer), G. Robert Inman, 

Richard D. Moss, Dale Faughn, Raymond C. Snell 

Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

For Outages Call: 

(800) 762-1400 • (618) 827-3555 
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Minutes o The 64th annual meeting of the members ofbouthern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative was held at the Shawnee Community College, Ul- 

lin, Illinois, on August 7,2003, pursuant to Section 1, Article II of the 
bylaws and notice of the Secretary dated the 24th day of July 2003. 

Board President Barbara Pitts called the meeting to order at 7 
p.m. with a quorum present. 

SIEC employee LaRue Parr offered the invocation. The Na¬ 
tional Anthem was played. 

Chris Bennett, Director of Administration and Finance, con¬ 
ducted the drawing for the early bird prizes. 

Cooperative Manager Larry Lovell extended a welcome to 
all members who had come to participate in the annual meeting 
proceedings. Mr. Lovell introduced John Freitag, Vice-President 
of Operations at the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
Springfield, Illinois, and emcee for the beauty pageant. 

Freitag explained the rules and prizes of the beauty contest 
and introduced the judges for the competition: Dorothy Chamness 
of Marion, Illinois, coordinator of Miss Southern Illinois Scholarship 
Program; Ralph Graham, Marion, Illinois, of Graham & Associates 
Financial Group, LLC in Marion; Dr. Arthur Aikman, retired professor 
at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois; and Terri Harfst 
of Carterville, Illinois, Academic Scholarship Coordinator at South¬ 
ern Illinois University, Carbondale. 

Freitag introduced the 2003 pageant contestants for the swim¬ 
suit competition. A short biography was used for each introduction. 

Carole Kelley, Secretary-Treasurer, read the proof of mailing 
notice and official meeting notice. Kelley introduced a motion to 
accept and approve the minutes as mailed in the Official Meeting 
Notice and to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion was 
seconded by Joy Higgins. Motion carried. 

President Pitts gave the president’s report. She then intro¬ 
duced Mr. Larry Lovell, General Manager of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, to give the general manager’s report. 

Mr. Lovell gave the general manager’s report. 
President Pitts introduced Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr., Nominating 

Committee Secretary, to read the nominating committee report. 
President Pitts asked for a motion to approve the nominating com¬ 
mittee report. The motion was made by H. W. Lawrence and sec¬ 
onded by Henry Schnaare. Motion carried. 

President Pitts then announced the Nominating Committee 
chosen for 2003-2004. They are: 

Alexander County 
Delegate - Richard Walker, McClure 
Alternate - Jack Thomas, Miller City 

Johnson County 
Delegate - Betty Casey, Buncombe 
Alternate - Patty Allbritten, Belknap 

Massac County 
Delegate - Orlis Harris, Brookport 
Alternate - Josh Reagor, Karnak 

Pulaski County 
Delegate - George Holhubner, Olmsted 
Alternate - Robert Heisner, Grand Chain 

Union County 
Delegate - Brad Penninger, Jonesboro 
Alternate - Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr., Buncombe 

President Pitts introduced Attorney Ron Osman and turned the 
meeting over to him to conduct the election of directors. Attorney 
Osman explained the bylaws as they pertain to the election of direc¬ 
tors and stated the nominating committee appointed at the last annual 
meeting is provided for in these bylaws. He further mentioned the 

qualifications of directors and the procedure fomection of the same. 
Attorney Osman explained the three ways of nominating direc¬ 

tors, namely, (1) nominations by nominating committee; (2) nomi¬ 
nations by petition; and (3) nominations from the floor. 

Attorney Osman reported that at the meeting on June 17, 
2003, the nominating committee nominated the following for three- 
year terms: 

Pulaski County G. Robert Inman 
Massac County Dale Faughn 
Union County Barbara Pitts 

Attorney Osman then proceeded with the election of directors. 
Attorney Osman said that G. Robert Inman has been nomi¬ 

nated by the Nominating Committee for election to a three year 
term in Pulaski County. No nominations by petition have been filed. 
There were no nominations from the floor. The motion was made by 
Herman Lawrence and seconded by Marsha Lentz to close nomina¬ 
tions and have the secretary cast a unanimous ballot by acclama¬ 
tion. Motion carried. 

Attorney Osman said that Dale Faughn has been nominated by 
the Nominating Committee for election to a three year term in Mas¬ 
sac County. No nominations by petition have been filed. There were 
no nominations from the floor. A motion by Odress Sommers and 
seconded by Herman Lawrence was made to close nominations 
and have the secretary cast a unanimous ballot by acclamation. 
Motion carried. 

Attorney Osman said that Barbara Pitts has been nominated 
by the Nominating Committee for election to a three year term in 
Union County. No nominations by petition have been filed. There 
were no nominations from the floor. A motion was made by Herman 
Lawrence and seconded by Henry Schnaare to close nominations 
and have the secretary cast a unanimous ballot by acclamation. 
Motion carried. 

President Pitts then asked if there was any unfinished busi¬ 
ness. There was none. 

President Pitts then asked if there was any new business. 
There was none. 

President Pitts then asked for a motion to adjourn the business 
portion of the meeting. The motion was made by Herman Lawrence 
and seconded by Joy Higgins. Motion carried. 

Mr. Lovell recognized visitors for the evening. 
President Pitts and Mr. Lovell presented service awards for 

25 years of employment with the cooperative to Director Raymond 
Snell and employee Joseph Perry Dailey. 

President Pitts and Mr. Lovell presented a special recognition 
plaque to SIEC employee Enloe A. Clemons, Sr. who was leaving 
the coop with more than 27 years of cooperative service. 

Freitag returned to present the Beauty Pageant contestants in 
evening gown competition. The contestants left the stage and magi¬ 
cian Chris Egelston returned to the stage to entertain the members 
while the judges tallied the results of the beauty pageant. 

Mr. Freitag introduced Kristin Dawn Thetford, Miss Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 2002, and invited her to talk about her 
year representing the cooperative. 

The retiring queen crowned Amy Marguerite Heinrichs of 
Anna, Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 2003. First runner 
up was Kasey Nicole Evans of Jonesboro. Second runner up was 
Leanna Marie Dailey of Metropolis. Miss Congeniality was Natalie 
Michele Miller from Anna. 

Other contestants were: Ariel Cundiff, Dongola; Nichole Mi¬ 
chelle Heinrichs, Anna; Stephanie Louise Nance, Cobden; Heather 
Marie Pender, Thebes; and Nikki Ann Spiess, Anna. 

The directors adjourned to reorganize. 
Door prizes were awarded following the beauty pageant. 
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Balance Sheet Analysis for the YTD as of December 31 
TOTAL AMOUNTS 

| ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 2003 2002 | 

Total Utility Plant $44,279,963.78 $42,268,585.86 
Accum. Provision for Depreciation m.199.090.011 M 0.656.662.901 
Net Utility Plant $33,080,873.77 $31,611,922.96 
Total Other Property & Investments 7,910,613.39 7,825,199.67 
Total Current & Accrued Assets 1,970,282.01 1,474,007.96 
Total Assets & Other Debits $42,961,769.17 $40,911,130.59 

I LIABILITIES AND OTHER CREDITS 2003 2002 I 

Memberships $124,265.00 $122,075.00 
Patronage Capital 21,481,596.73 21,402,050.09 
Other Margins & Equities 21,809.71 21,808.06 
Total Margins & Equities $21,627,671.44 $21,545,933.15 
Total Long-Term Debt 15,012,562.32 13,628,243.93 
Total Other Noncurrent Liabilities 2,437,363.81 2,114,600.00 
Total Current & Accrued Liabilities 3,853,563.00 3,587,797.66 
Deferred Credits 30,608.60 34,555.85 
Total Liabilities & Other Credits $42,961,769.17 $40,911,130.59 

Statement of Operations as of December 31 
2003 2002 I 

Operating Revenue $17,091,798.58 $16,297,998.87 

Cost of Purchased Power 9,683,220.33 9,582,085.25 

Operations & Maintenance Expense 4,583,128.60 3,956,941.48 

Total Operations & Maint Expense 14,266,348.93 13,539,026.73 
Depreciation & Amort. Expense 1,333,466.59 1,293,907.52 

Interest on Long-Term Debt 773,076.10 775,759.39 
Other Cost of Electric Service 175,754.39 110,179.58 
Total Cost of Electric Service $16,548,646.01 $15,718,873.22 
Operating Margins $543,152.57 $579,125.65 
Non-Operating Margins 223,945.31 155,248.08 

Net Patronage Capital or Margin $767,097.88 $734,373.73 

1 OPERATING STATISTICS 2003 2002 | 

Total KWH Purchased 206,852,773 208,964,943 

Total KWH Sold 194,658,595 192,892,936 

Total KWH Used by Cooperative 290,584 273,818 

New Services Added 278 264 

Services Retired 158 163 

Net Changes in Total Services 120 101 

Total Services in Place 13,393 13,273 

Connected Members 11,449 11,400 

Idle Services 1,944 1,873 

Security Lights in Place 5,143 5,110 

Miles of Line 2,104 2,093 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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2004 SIEC Annual Meeting 

Four area women were winners in the 51st Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Beauty Pageant, which 
was held at the 65th annual meeting of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative on August 5 at Shawnee Com¬ 

munity College. Left to right are: First Runner-up Sarah Panici, daughter of Terry and Patricia Panici of Dongola; 
Miss Southern Illinois Electric Kasey Nicole Evans, daughter of Rich and Kim Evans of Jonesboro; Second Run¬ 
ner-up Stephanie Nance, daughter of Robert and Robin Nance of Cobden; and Miss Congeniality Leanna Dailey, 
daughter of Perry and Sandy Dailey of Metropolis. aaaoiAi mi A-uap 

Eleven girls competed this year for the title of Miss Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. From left are Jennifer Lang of 
Grand Chain, Laura Dillow of Jonesboro, Ashley Harvel of 
Anna, Christen Giltner of Brookport, Margaret Davidson of 
Alto Pass, Stephanie Nance of Cobden, Kasie Evans of Jones¬ 
boro, Sara Panici of Dongola, Leanna Dailey of Metropolis, 
Kasie Dillow of Anna, and Tiffany Coleman of Cobden. 

AtoHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Barbara Pitts (President), Scott L. Ury (Vice President), 
Carole Jean Kelley (Secretary-Treasurer), G. Robert Inman, 

Richard D. Moss, Dale Faughn, Raymond C. Snell 
Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

For Outages Call: 
(800) 762-1400 • (618) 827-3555 

More than 500 members registered for the 
meeting. Many, like these two ladies, were 
able to visit with old friends while learning 
about their cooperative and viewing the Miss 
SIEC competition. 

ON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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Avery excited 10-year- 
old Cody Kerr of Villa 
Ridge sits atop his new 
bike, which he then 
rode back to his seat. 
Cody was the grand 
prize youth winner. The 
co-op also gave away 
10 $25 gift certificates 
to Toys R Us. 

The Shawnee Trio with Kerry and Mary 
kept members entertained before the 
meeting. 
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Capital credit returns and higher fuel costs were the 
topics of discussion at this year’s annual meeting 

of members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
held August 5 at the Shawnee Community College in 
Ullin. 

General Manager and Executive Vice President 
Larry Lovell told members that the cooperative is feel¬ 
ing the crunch of rising fuel costs. The cooperative’s 
power supplier, Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
(SIPC) was forced to raise its rates 5 percent last year 
and 3 percent this year to help cover rising fuel costs 
and a $230 million construction upgrade to meet new 
standards from the Environmental Protection Agency. 
“Just like other power suppliers, SIPC is experiencing 
unanticipated increases in its cost of fuel, which must 
then be passed on to the six distribution cooperatives 
it serves,” said Lovell. Natural gas, coal and carbon 
prices are 50 percent higher than predicted, said 
Lovell. *no»S M-iSMS 

Along with additional energy costs, the coopera¬ 
tive faced $1 million dollars in repairs for damage 
caused by area tornadoes in May 2003. In Janu¬ 
ary 2004 an ice storm cost the co-op more than 
$100,000 in repair costs. These additional costs 
combined with 6 percent higher costs for materials, 
higher power costs, unpredictable fuel costs, and 
other inflationary increases have forced the co-op to 
re-evaluate its rates. Rates will increase 7 percent 
on September 1,2004. “Even with the increase, you 
will continue to have some of the lowest rates in the 
state,” said Lovell. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative operates on 
a not-for-profit basis. The member-elected board of 
directors voted to return $500,000 in capital credits 
to members later this year. This will retire all capital 
credits through the year 1983. 

During the meeting, members re-elected Richard 
Moss of Tamms, Dale Taake of Ullin and Scott Ury of 
Anna to the co-op’s board of directors. 

The local co-op is a member of Touchstone 
Energy — an alliance of more than 600 local, con¬ 
sumer-owned electric utilities around the country, 
committed to providing superior service based on four 
core principles: integrity, accountability, innovation 
and commitment to community. 

Three community leaders were re-elected to three-year 
terms as members of the Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative Board of Directors during the cooperative’s 
65th annual meeting, held August 5 at the Shawnee 
Community College, Ullin. From the left are Dale Taake 
of Ullin, Richard Moss of Tamms, Scott Ury of Anna 
and General Manager/Executive Vice President Larry 
Lovell. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative serves 
more than 11,400 members across 2,100 miles of 
energized line in Alexander, Johnson, Massac, Pope, 
Pulaski and Union counties and employs 43 area men 
and women. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative serves 
more than 11,400 members across 2,100 miles of 
energized line in Alexander, Johnson, Massac, Pope, 
Pulaski and Union counties and employs 43 area men 
and women. 

Membership prize 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this cen¬ 
ter section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE .    
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Our office 
will be closed 

Monday, 
September 6 in 
observance of 

Labor Day. 

Qualified Linemen 

Two Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative employees have suc¬ 
cessfully completed their lineman apprenticeships. Nathan Me- 

nees of Anna and John Rendleman of Jonesboro will now assume 
the duties of qualified linemen at SIEC. 4a»soi ined 

Celebrate 
Grandparent’s Day 
September 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • R0. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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Etsery Mwtber HM A Story 
Dover's Cafe 

had 83 foster children in her life, and 
each coin tossed in this wishing well 
is donated to the Illinois Masonic 
Children’s Home in Murphysboro. 

Connie expressed her sincere 
thanks to all of those who have sup¬ 
ported her family in this venture. The 
restaurant has seen patrons from 
all the surrounding towns, including 
towns across the river in Missouri. 
Highway 169 takes visitors to the 
casino boat in Metropolis and Con¬ 

nie stated this has 
really helped her 
business. 

Dover’s Cafe 
is handicap ac¬ 
cessible, can seat 
30-40 people in 
their meeting room 
(which is right next 
to the main dining 
area), and is full of 
home-cooking and 
sweet, delicious 
pies and cakes. 
Several local cus¬ 
tomers stop in for 

coffee and conversation in the mornings. 
Fridays are known for fried chicken and 
frog legs. Saturdays, Connie serves BBQ 
or pot roast, and Sundays offer chicken 
and dumplings with ham or turkey. 

The Dover’s have six electric meters on 
SIEC’s lines. Their Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative Serviceman, Larry Joe Keller, 
knows them well. Connie is very thankful 
for Larry Joe. She said he has been really 
great and has helped them so much with 
things when they really needed it. 

long Highway 169 in Karnak, 
Ithere is a cafe you’ll never 

forget. It’s called Dover’s Cafe 
and it is owned by Connie 
and Bill Dover. It opened May 
1,2004, and is filled with 
love. Every quilt on the wall, 
every stone surrounding the 
wishing well, and every cus¬ 
tomer served has meaning to 
Connie’s family. It is in fact, a 
“family” restaurant. Her son Billy 
Dean cooks, her daughter Samantha waits tables, 
her husband Bill constructed the building, and Connie 
does a little of everything. 

Connie likes to decorate “according to the cus¬ 
tomers.” If it has meaning to them, it is meaningful 
to her. Connie and her children traveled to Dongola 
to find stones to create their wishing well. This is 
especially important to Connie because she has 

"Wbtrt good folks Mbti!'' 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 

OCTOBER 2004 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

CO 

Vo
lun

ta
ry

 a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lun

ta
ry

 a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hip

 
• 

Vo
lun

ta
ry

 a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hip

 



Hour M my Ways 
Your Moumii 

By Chris Bennett Your cooperative knows that not everyone uses electric¬ 
ity the same way, and not everyone wants to pay for it 

the same way. We’re working to make the payment of your 
monthly electric bill as convenient for you as possible. We 
still have some additional thoughts in mind for the future, 
but let me share with you where we are now. 

Are' Tkert' To Pay 
' Electric Bill? 

Some members prefer a way to pay other than com¬ 
ing to the office. The most popular way is by post office 
delivery, of course. In cases where you mail your monthly 
reading and payment, be sure and send a check, money 
order, or cashier’s check. Do not send cash or even credit 
card information with your mailed payment - it’s just not a 
safe thing to do as your envelope could get lost in the mail. 

Some members want the convenience of reporting 
their meter reading and paying their monthly bill without 
leaving the house. In that case, we can offer you two choic¬ 
es! You can report your reading and make your payment 
over our Web site at www.siec.coop or you can “pay-by- 
telephone” by calling (800) 331-0915 on yourtouchtone 
telephone and following the prompts. Before you “pay-by- 
telephone” however, you must contact the cooperative and 
let us set up an account for you. Setting up an account is 
a one time step and is only required before you use it the 
first time. After that, you can use it anytime, at your conve¬ 
nience, but you are not required to use it all the time - only 
when you wish to. 

Israelite' Bible' Class electric bill anct kis personal bill. 

Come on in and see us! I know it sounds old fashion, 
but we still take cash! And a large number of our members 
still prefer to come into our office each month, say “Hello!” 
to our employees, and pay their electric bill by cash, check, 
money order, rolled coins, and any other acceptable me¬ 
diums of exchange. We no longer accept livestock of any 
kind! We think it’s great and welcome them as it’s a great 
way for us to see and meet everyone. More and more of 
our members are coming in to pay their bill each month, 
but prefer to use a credit or debit card. Your cooperative 
takes Visa and MasterCard and even if you can’t make it in 
to see us this month, we will happily take your information 
by telephone, if you wish, and mail you a receipt for your 
credit/debit card use. If you find yourself on vacation or 
away from home and suddenly remember you forgot to pay 
your electric bill, this may be a useful means of payment! 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Scott L. Ury (President), Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President), 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer), G. Robert Inman, 
Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 

Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schafer 
For Outages Call: 

(800) 762-1400 • (618) 827-3555 

Vote car/pay your electric bill online at SI EC. Qo to 
umur.siec.coop'. 

If you pay by use of our Web site, you just enter your 
electric account number (a five digit number followed by 
a 3 digit number, such as 11111 -001, but do not enter the 
“dash”) as this identifies your records. Once on the pay¬ 
ment Web site, not only can you report your meter reading 
and pay your bill by either credit card or EFT (electronic 
funds transfer), you can also view your past 13-months of 
electrical usage and payments. Also on our Web site is per¬ 
tinent information about the cooperative and additional ways 
of contacting us. Again, this could be a useful method if you 
find yourself away from home and you need to report your 
reading and make a payment. You can go to any computer 
with Internet access and retrieve and/or report your informa¬ 
tion instantly! U0JBV %B0 

Some members want to pay the same amount each 
month. Not a problem, we’ll put you on our “budget” plan. 
On this plan, you still report a monthly meter reading and 
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CO 

LoU, Miller of Vo nr)ola kas beers & member of the* co-o[r 
since' 1958. J7W is usually the' first customer endc month 
to come tkrou^hthe'door to pay her bill at the'office'. 

make a monthly payment, but for an 11 -month period, you 
pay a fixed amount that we have both agreed upon and on 
the 12th month, we adjust, plus or minus, and determine 
the next 12-month period’s amount to be paid each month. 
This is a great plan for those who want to know how much 
their electric bill is going to be each month. 

We also offer a similar plan for those using “bank 
drafting.” Under this plan, we again agree on a fixed 

amount for you to pay each month for a 11 -month period, 
but instead of you bringing or sending in a payment and a 
meter reading, we will automatically draft that fixed amount 
from your checking account each month and then we will 
read your meter for you at the end of the 11 -month period 
and adjust your 12th payment, plus or minus, to agree with 
the kwh used during the period. Then we set a new amount 
for the following 11-month period. This plan is getting very 
popular with our members. A predecessor to bank drafting 
was our “prepayment” plan. This consisted of a 6-month 
or a 12-month plan whereby the member would pay an 
agreed upon amount in advance and then would read the 
meter and we would adjust accordingly at the end of the 
period and set the amount for the next period. These plans 
are still available today and continue to be used by several 
of our members, iiaequimn s Aaipejg 

Your cooperative appreciates all of its members for 
their patronage and wants to try to make reporting and 
paying your monthly bill as convenient for you as possible. 
If you have any ideas or suggestions on what would be 
useful to you and possibly others, please contact our office 
by telephone, e-mail via our Web site or drop us a note with 
your next payment. You never know, it just may be the idea 
that will work for everyone! 

October Employee Anniversaries 
Don Martin (Forestry Foreman) 24 Years 

Chris Bennett (Director of Administration and Finance) 12 Years 

Lisa Mead (Office Services Representative) 4 Years 

Allen Plott (Apprentice Lineman) 1 Year 

Kelly Bowen (Payroll and Capital Credit Specialist) 1 Year 

Happy Anniversary to SI EC’s Employees! Thank you for your hard work and dedication! 

2004 AnnuOsb Meet inn Q rands Prize Listing 
Prize Vendor Winner Name Town 

$50 CASH SIEC Power X F Tamms 

$100 CASH SIEC Miller City Security Lights Miller City 

$300 CASH SIEC Karnak Methodist Church Karnak 

Meiitbmki^prizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this cen¬ 
ter section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 
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111 admit it, even though I 
look big and tough in this costume, 
Halloween can scare me. Please keep 
me and my dog and cat friends safe 
by following my commands below. 

Robert Nelson, Buulduuj owh grounds 

Mrurctenorice- Coordinator 

Robert Nelson, 34, of Ullin began 
employment with SIEC on 8/3/04. 

Nelson, a former Shawnee Col¬ 
lege graduate and Saints basketball 
star, is married to Lydia and has three 
sons, Darnez, Deandre, and Kemond. 

He enjoys motorcycle riding, 
playing sports, and spending time with 
his family. Robert considers the co-op 
the best place in the area to work and 
it allows him more “home” time with 
his family. Before his employment with 
SIEC, Nelson was an over-the-road 
semi-truck driver for Schneider. 

Promotions 
John Rendleman from Jonesboro, 
formerly Journeyman Lineman 
has been promoted to Floating 
Journeyman Lineman. 

Allen Plott from Anna, formerly 
Building and Grounds Mainte¬ 
nance Coordinator has been pro¬ 
moted to Apprentice Lineman. 

Notice/: 
Due to circumstances beyond our 
control, the date of the mailing of 

the notice of our annual meeting in 
last month’s JAMUP was incorrect. 

The notices were mailed on July 
26th, which is within the time 

frame allowed by SIEC’s by-laws. 
Action is being taken to prevent a 

recurrence of misinformation in the 
future and to ensure that the by¬ 

laws continue to be followed. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Web address: www.siec.org 

I like to dress up as much as the next dog, but don’t 
make me wear something I’m not comfortable in or 
can’t see or hear well out of. 

No matter how much I beg, please don’t give me any candy. 
Even though it’s yummy, it can make me very, very sick. 

I like the pretty lights in the Jack-O-Lanterns, but sometimes I 
forget they’re around and knock them over. Put them up high so 
I don’t get burned or start a fire. 

I’d rather just stay home on Halloween. Being in the car or going 
trick-or-treating can be scary. I might get upset and not be my 
usual “good dog self.” P|SMO)|nz '1 AJBQ 

But I don’t want to be tied up outside either. Sometimes people 
tease me, scare me, or give me candy. 

Handing out candy might not be a good job for me either. I can 
be really fast, if I do say so myself, at getting outside the door. I 
should probably stay in my crate or in another room. 



o’: 

SlEC Aids Alabtmub After hmsv 

LiHWiMiJeff Cates, NathoMy Mettees, Ks>bUt 'Rjwtaje' OJUL Stew Hoffman/posb jvr tjuicJc ffioto uv September, beffre/ 

leavuuj for ScwtutercLale/, AL to join, tk& efforts to restore/ poorer offer Hurricane* locuc blasted tErouplc the* area/. 

Attention^ High SckooL Seniors!! 
Are/you/ interested/ in receitriruj a/$1,000 scholarshipsfor art Illinois college? 

Areyou/ a/ child of a* Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative member? 

Areyon a/ child of a* Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative employee or director? 

Wartt to apply? It’s easy! 

The Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship Fund 

annually provides financial assistance 
to deserving students in the “electric 
cooperative family.” This year the IEC 

will award four scholarships in the 
amount of $1,000 each. The applicant 
must be a high school senior plan¬ 
ning to enroll full-time at an accredited 
two or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school in Illinois. 

For more details, call Jerri at SlEC 
(800) 762-1400 to receive a scholar¬ 
ship application and/or talk to your 
high school guidance counselor. All 
applications must be received at SlEC 
by January 1, 2005. 
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What’s Nwa lAnth ShoMrti&& CoMMuuuty Co Lieges? 

Ron Holstein 

Ikf.s lle.it!>,: ami \ir. lac. 

I- & W Ill'l l rie 
' lira Kmitaeky >piinUe 

'PRNOR fQF ILLINOIS' 

Construct Metropolis Regional 
education and Training Center 

Metropolis, Illinois 
Massac County 

Shawnee Community College 

^ ///^ ///{ ,■ CL/Z/i .'T^'/v;/ . J//V j< f/ 

ARCH /ENG FIRMS 

mm CDB PROJECT MGR 

CONTRACTORS 

•*5 

■ 

ooked upon 
| as an engine 
of economic 
development by 
President Bush, our 
local community 
colleges are looked 

W vmm mmmtO When times 
are tough as places of hope through education and training. 
Shawnee Community College will be adding a new tool in 
Southern Illinois’ economic repair kit with the launch of the $3 
million Metropolis Regional Education and Training Center on 
November 29. JS PPny 1 poo/wuai 

The center, located in the developing Metropolis Industrial 
Park, is the result of a unique partnership between the college 
and the City of Metropolis. The city funded over $750,000 of 
the project and made available 10 prime acres in the Industrial 
Park. Businesses throughout the region will be able to count on 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Scott L. Ury (President), Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President), 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer), G. Robert Inman, 
Richard D. Moss, Barbara Pitts, Raymond C. Snell, 

Dale E. Taake, C. Larry Fisher, and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell • Editor Jerri Schafer 
For Outages Call: 

(800) 762-1400 • (618) 827-3555 

the college to provide business and industry training in a facil¬ 
ity that is state-of-the-art and will host the first Internet “Hot 
Spot” - open wireless Internet access - in the region. 

“Local students seeking a baccalaureate transfer de¬ 
gree or focusing on a vocational education will benefit from 
the facility as well,” said Center Director, Sue Barfield. In 
addition to business training, a large number of scheduled 
college courses will be offered using the latest computers, 
distance learning technologies, and lab facilities beginning 
in January 2005. JS ‘0 BIIOU 

Students at Metropolis and in the rest of the college dis¬ 
trict stretching to Cairo, Cobden, and Vienna enjoy the lowest 
tuition rate in Illinois at $48 per credit hour. The college oper¬ 
ates extension centers in Cairo, Anna, Metropolis, and East St. 
Louis to make quality, higher education more convenient with 
many evening classes offered. Classes are made available in 
50 areas of study on the Internet at www.shawneecc.edu and 
high school students can take college classes from specially 
equipped classrooms in almost every area high school. 

Dr. Larry Choate, current Vice President of Instruction 
and the new college President beginning in 2005, plans to 
continue the constructive growth at the college with a focus 
on building new industry and the expansion of the Allied 
Health programs. The expansion will include more classroom 
space, labs and a health center open to all on the main cam¬ 
pus of the college near Ullin. “We are seeing steady long¬ 
term growth in the nursing profession,” he said. “A health 
center will give us another place for student nurses to train 
and a new way to enhance our community.” 
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2004 AHMMAI Meeting Priza LUt 
PRIZE VENDOR WINNER NAME TOWN PRIZE VENDOR WINNER NAME TOWN 

Deluxe Cooler Chair Polo ShirtS Hat  IBEW Local 702  .. Norma Wiseman  . Metropolis 
American Gardner  American Utility Corp  ...Steve Middleton  ..Metropolis First Alert Carbon Monoxide 

..Ullin SIEC  .. Robert Manus  . Anna 
Marion Kay Spice Set  Brownstown Elec Supply Co., Inc.. ...Loren Bayless  ..Grand Chain Black S Decker Finishing 
Hoky Rotorbrush Sander   Oil Field Electric  ..Michael Williams  Dongola 

Roor Sweeper  Building Services Supply Co  ...Dale Mowery  ..Tamms Skyline 3 Piece Luggage Set Milsoft Utility Solutions  ..Greg Landis  Anna 
Deluxe Cooler w/ Igloo 60 QT Cooler  SIEC  .. David Gearing  Cypress 

2 Koozie Cups  Daffron  ...Lorene Lingle  ..Buncombe First Alert Fire Extinguisher.. Oil Field Electric  ..Tamar Wyatt  Ullin 
Hobbs Portable Halogen First Aid Kit  Northern Safety Co., Inc  .. Thomas Bonee  Metropolis 

Work Lamp  Drake-Scruggs  ...Otis Maess  ..Metropolis 1 Gallon Shop-Vac Portable 
Benzomatic Self Wet/Dry Vacuum  SIEC  .. Touching Jesus Ministry, Inc Goreville 

Igniting Torch  Edmonds Electric  ...Wayne Strieker  ..Kamak HomeTrends Westminster 
X-Micro Plug & Play Chime Wall Clock  Oil Field Electric  .. Lee Elting  Belknap 

...Sophie Lee  ..Grand Chain 1 Year Subscription  The Donoola Tri-Countv Record Jerrv Palmer  Anna 
Deluxe Cooler/ 4.8 Volt Cordless Dremel Too SIEC  .. Kelly Flamm  Cobden 

Thermos/Coffee Mugs first Cellular  ...James Clark  ..Vienna Uniden 6 Mile 2-Way Radios Oil Field Electric  ..William Witthoft Jr  Cobden 
Polo Shirt & Hat  IBEW Local 702  ..Donald Masterson  ..Olive Branch Stanley 20 Piece Wrench Set SIEC  .Erma Terry  Villa Ridge 

First Alert Fire Extinguisher.. SIEC  .. Donald Canada  Karnak 
$25 Walmart Gift Card.... NorPac Lumber  ..Mark Duckworth  ..Anna General Electric 4 Slice 

Toaster Oven/Broiler... Oil Field Electric  .. Jimmie Courtright  Jonesboro 
Eariy Bird Grand Prize- Decor Essentials Wall Photo 

SIEC SIEC  Kevin Ellis  Anna 
Lasko 12” Oscillating Fan... Fletcher-Reinhardt Co  ..Vernon Altenberger.... ..Kamak Fire-Safe Security Chest  SIEC  . Brenda Lingle  Goreville 
2 Gal Deck & Patio Dirt Devil Handheld Vacuum. Oil Field Electnc  ..Mike Evers  Belknap 

SIEC  . Fawn Follis  Jonesboro 
Wexford 22” Table Top Waterworks 75-Foot 

SIEC  .. Clifford Sadler  Jonesboro 
Cross Country Auto Bissell Lightweight Bagless 

Oil Field Electric  . Sam Ellis  Jonesboro 
Rayovac Battery “Welcome” Garden Statue.. SIEC  . Lelia Saltsman  Belknap 

Operated Lantern .... Guy Gray Supply Co  ..Eddie Cockrel  ..Metropolis HomeTrends 3 Drawer 
Plano Tackle Box  SIEC  ..Adalee Davie  ..Jonesboro CD/DVD Holder  SIEC  . Freddy Waddy  Villa Ridge 

Mirro 8 Piece Cookset  Oil Field Electric  . Wendel Davis  Anna 
Gift Certificate/Free Digital Concepts Digital 

SIEC  . Justin & Cheryl Myrick  Karnak 
Salton Santa Fe Wrap Vivitar Digital Camera  SIEC  . Edwin Eddleman  Anna 

Master  Hughes Supply, Inc  ..Wilma Alter  ..Kamak Black & Decker 4 Slice 
2 "x 20'Tow Straps  Marcal Rope S Rigging  ..Henry Schnaare  ..Kamak Toaster  Oil Field Electric  . Raymond Crocket  Granstburg 
Garrity Rechargeable TV Weatherband Walkman.. SIEC  . David Carter  Jonesboro 

Cordless Spotlight  Oil Field Electric  ..Bob Ury  ..Jonesboro Stinger Indoor Flying 
Fire Shield Surge Insect Trap  SIEC  . St Johns Church  Dongola 

Protector  SIEC  ..David Hironimus  ..Dongola Black & Decker Digital 
Oil Field Electric  . Helen Jackson  Ullin 

Rival 5 Quart Crock Pot  SIEC  . Nida Bell  Mounds 
Decorative Planter Durabrand AM/FM CD 

Player/Recorder  SIEC  . Jack Morse  Metropolis 
$25.00 Walmart Card  Oil Field Electnc  . Harmon Quint  Metropolis 

SIEC '....'  Apex DVD/CD/MP3 Player.. SIEC  . Robert Brewer  Metropolis 
..Ullin ' Rival Deep Fryer  SIEC  . Marvin Powles  Dongola 

$25.00 Walmart Card  Oil Field Electric  . Kenneth Dexter  Ullin" 
..Brenda Goins  ..Grand Chain GE Electric Griddle  SIEC  . Karen Jackson  Villa Ridge 

Cardinal Baseball Tickets (2) WKRO Radio Station  ..Sandra Bridges  ..Cobden Memorex Personal AM/FM 
Hamilton Beach CD Player  SIEC  . Clarence Glasco  Anna 

Healthsmart Grill  United Utility Supply Co  ..Raymond Thorby  ..Dongola Black & Decker Food 
Durabrand 20” Color TV  Ledbetter, Corner S Associates  ..Raymond Heinrichs... ..Anna Processor  SIEC  . Henry Tripp. Jr  Dongola 
Polo Shirt & Hat  IBEW Local 702  ..Raymond Stewart  ..Metropolis Pyrex 9 Piece Portable 
First Alert Smoke & Dishes  SIEC  . Karnak Methodist Church  Karnak 

SIEC  GE 700 Watt Microwave ... SIEC  . John Vitt, Jr  Cobden 
First Alert Smoke & Royal Personal Digital 

Assistant  SIEC  . Carlene Steele  Dongola 
SIEC  

Rayovac Battery Operated Hamilton Beach 12 Speed 
Alexander Countv 911 . Cairn Blender  SIEC  . Donald Childers  Goreville 

First Alert Carbon Monoxide Black & Decker Space Maker 
SIEC  ..Ullin SIEC  . David Nave  Anna 

Acu-Rite Digital Indoor/ GE Handheld Blender  SIEC  .Willis Lance  Olmsted 
SIEC  
SIEC  

IBEW Local 702  

SIEC  Silkworm Packet  
Black & Decker Cordless Black & Decker-12 Cup 
Drill Kit  
900 MHZ Panasonic Iced Tea Maker  White Hawk Enterprises  . Thelma’s Beauty Box  Tamms 
Cordless Telephone  Kerber, Eck & Brackel  ..Joseph Pa-row  .Anna 2 Gallons of Anti Freeze .... Honey’s Service Station  . Mildred Henderson  Olmsted 
2”x20’ Tow Straps  Marcal Rope & Rigging  ..Ron Medlin  .Dongola 1 Gallon Bar & Chain 

SIEC  ..Waldo Baptist Church Oil & Cap  
Strait-Line Laser $50 Gift Certificate  Stile’s Office Products  . Hall Church  Buncombe 

Oil Field Electric  
Polo Shirts Hat  IBEW Local 702  ..Donna Smith  .Belknap Portfolio & Light Bulb  IEC Federal Credit Union  . Lawrence James  Karnak 
Rhino/Zebco Titanium 2 Travel Mugs  Shawnee Community College. .Millie Sexton  Karnak 

SIEC  
Mr. Clean CarWash SCC Mugs  Shawnee Community College. . Hazel Cline  Jonesboro 

System  Oil Field Electric  .Michael Rasberry  .Belknap SCC Mugs  
Gift Certificate/ Free SCC Mugs  Shawnee Community College. . Larry Cheek  Ullin 

CarWash  Lmwood Motors  James Kindle  .Dongola SCC Mugs  Shawnee Community College. 
Pur Water Rltration System . SIEC  .Rick Brecken  .Dongola SCC Mugs  
Stanley 4 Piece Flier Set  Oil Field Electric  . George Land  .Buncombe Portfolio & Light Bulb  IEC Federal Credit Union  . Nathaniel Hollis  
Polo Shirt S Hat  IBEW Local 702  . Collin Crews  .Anna GRAND PRIZES: 
22” Steel Tool Box  SIEC Sara Fike  $50 CASH  SIEC  
107 Piece Home Repair $100 CASH  SIEC  . Miller City Security Lights  Miller City 

Tool Set  Oil Field Electric Rodney Miller  ... Ullin $300 CASH  SIEC  . Kamak Methodist Church .... Karnak 
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TldAMJcsqU/uuj Safety 
With fire-wise common sense, 

you can make sure tragedy does 
not come between you and the fes¬ 
tive holiday you have planned. Follow 
these fire prevention tips to help you 
and your family have a safe and happy 
Thanksgiving, suid sawep 

♦ Keep your family and overnight 
guests safe with a working smoke 
detector on every level of the 
house, in every bedroom, and in the 
halls adjacent to the bedrooms. Test 
smoke detectors monthly and re¬ 
place batteries at least twice a year. 

♦ Overnight guests should be instructed 
on the fire escape plan and desig¬ 
nated meeting place for your home. 

♦ Have a fire extinguisher available 
not more than 10 feet from the 
stove, on the exit side of the room. 
A 2-1/2 lb. class ABC multi-pur¬ 
pose dry chemical extinguisher is 
recommended. Know how to use 
your fire extinguisher. 

♦ Start holiday cooking with a clean 
stove and oven. 

♦ Keep the kitchen off-limits to young 
children and adults that are not help¬ 
ing with food preparations to lessen 
the possibility of kitchen mishaps. 

♦ When cooking, don’t wear clothing 
with loose sleeves or dangling jew¬ 
elry. The clothing can catch on fire 
and the jewelry can catch on pot 
handles, causing spills and burns. 

♦ Cook on the back burners when 
possible and turn pot handles in so 

they don’t extend over the edge of 
the stove. 

♦ Never leave cooking unattended. If 
you must leave the kitchen while 
cooking, turn off the stove or have 
someone else watch what is being 
cooked. Unattended cooking is one 
the main causes of home fires. 

♦ Keep Thanksgiving decorations and 
kitchen clutter away from sources 
of direct heat. 

♦ Candles are often part of holiday 
decorations. Candles should never 
be left burning when you’re away 
from home, or after going to bed. 
Candles should be located where 
children will not be tempted to 
play with them, and where guests 
will not accidentally brush against 
them. The candle holder should be 
completely noncombustible and 
difficult to knock over. The candle 
should not have combustible deco¬ 
rations around it. 

Membership' 
prlz& 

Find your name in this issue of 
JAMUP upside down and in bold 

print, and receive a $10 credit 
toward your next utility bill. 
Call Jerri with your account 

number at 

(800) 762-1400. 

Office Closing 
Veterans Day 11/11 and 

Thanksgiving Day 
11/25 & 11/26 

November Employee, 
Anniversaries 
Pam Bierstedt (Member Services Clerk) 9 Years 
Chris Boyd (Member Services Director) 7 Years 
Dale Guetersloh (Journeyman Lineman) 5 Years 
Todd Thurston (Apprentice Lineman) 5 Years 

Happy Anniversary SI EC Employees! 
Thank you for your hard work and dedication. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Vision To provide the best value in rural utility service while providing 
community leadership and encouraging economic development. 

Mission To deliver high-quality, low-cost products and services to 
members. 

7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 
(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Web address: www.siec.org 
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...trom me Directors and Employees 
of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

DIRECTORS 
Scott L. Ury, President Barbara Pitts 
Carole J. Kelley, Vice-President 
Dale Faughn, Sec.-Treasurer 
C. Larry Fisher 
G. Robert Inman 
Richard D. Moss 

Raymond C. Snell 
Dale E. Taake 
Ronald E. Osman, Attorney 
Sara Fike, Attorney 

Larry C. Lovell, General 
R. Dennis Abercrombie 
Roger D.Acuff 
Cindy L. Aden 
Cathleen Belcher 
Chris L. Bennett 
Pamela K. Bierstedt 

^Ifellv Bowen P,!'wl,iWMW 

Christopher S. Boyd 
Sam Brown 
Jeff Cates 
Barry E. Clark 
J. Perry Dailey 
Teddy L. Earnhart 
Bobbie D. Fisher 
Terry L. Grissom 
Dale Guetersloh 
John K. Harris 
Leslie A. Harvel 
Bree Hileman 
Steven C. Hoffman 
B. Blayne Holshouser 

EMPLOYEES 
Manager Charles A. Holtzclaw 

Lamar L. Houston, Jr. 
Larry Joe Keller 
Linda Keller 
Thomas H. Keller 
Pamela Lentz 
Larry R. Lingle 
Michael L Logeman 
Donald E. Martin 
A. Loraine McGee 
Lisa Mead 
Nathan Menees 
Robert Nelson 
LaRue D. Parr 
Allen Plott 
Robin J. Ramage 
John D. Rendleman 
Jerri Schaefer 
Stephanie D. Theis 
Todd Thurston 
Stanley J. Treat 
Cortney Woodson 
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From the desk of Chris Boyd 

Allen Plott of Anna, Apprentice Lineman for Southern Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, was instructed on 
his climbing skills during an electrical lineman climbing 
school held September 13-24, 2004, at Lincoln Land 
Community College in Springfield. The school, which was 
hosted by the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives, was part of a two-week-long training program that 
demonstrated pole climbing, electrical theory and safety 
techniques. 

Journeyman Lineman John Rendleman of Jonesboro 
(left) and Apprentice Lineman Todd Thurston of Pulaski, 
both from Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, 
were Instructed on substation equipment operation, 
maintenance and safety practices during a school held 
October 5-7, 2004. The school, which was hosted by 
Corn Belt Energy in Bloomington, was part of ongoing 
substation safety and new technology training. 

Water A 
Kar> 

reemempr 
Comnietaeri Representatives from USDA Rural 

[ [Development and SouthWater, Inc. 
met in Dongola Wednesday to close 
the $225,000 loan and a $166,000 grant 
to complete water service for the 619 

Karnak residents. The 40-year loan 
provides the funding needed to 
complete the $700,000 project. 

Karnak’s water supply is not 
safe or dependable. The quality 
of the water is poor, the water 

pressure is very low and the water 
storage tank is old. The wells are also old and the water 
treatment plant is outdated. Because the system needed 
major improvements, the village decided to work with 
SouthWater to provide a new water supply and an elevat¬ 
ed water tank. SouthWater will install nearly six and a half 
miles of new water main in order to serve the village. 

This is the SouthWater’s fifth phase in an effort to 
bring safe, dependable water to over 3,100 households 
and businesses in communities in southern Illinois, in¬ 
cluding Ullin, Dongola, Pulaski, Mounds, McClure, East 
Cape Girardeau, Olive Branch and now Karnak. 

Including the funding completed Wednesday, USDA 
Rural Development has loaned SouthWater $5.5 million 
and provided $7.8 million in grants. 

Additional funding for this phase came from a 
$400,000 Community Development Block Grant of 
$400,000 administered by the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity. 

SouthWater is a regional water system serving Alex¬ 
ander, Pulaski and Union counties. In 1993 area leaders 
asked Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to study the 
feasibility of a regional system. The Cooperative wanted 
to provide adequate water at an affordable price to un¬ 
served rural areas and provide treated water wholesale to 
existing water districts and communities. 

In 1995 they submitted their first application to USDA 
Rural Development to serve five communities. With the 
completion of Phase V, they will have laid 168 miles of 
water main. wei$ lepuax 

Wednesday’s closing included Glen Hall from Rural 
Development, Brian Ziegler from Clarida Engineering and 
SouthWater officials Dale Taake, President; Chris Boyd, 
Executive Vice-President; and Richard Moss, Secretary/ 
Treasurer. Sara Pike from the law firm Osman and Asso¬ 
ciates closed the loan. Crystal Davenport from the South¬ 
ern Five Regional Planning and Development Commission 
awarded the CDAP grant. UlBjJM ’V dHIWd 

Source: USDA 
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A Fright Before; i 

Twas the night before Christmas and all through the house 
Not a light was left burning, the fuse had burned out. 
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 

But the wiring was in a sad state of repair. 

The circuits already had been way overloaded. 
So with Christmas lights added, the fuse just exploded. 

These folks were aw?are of sad wiring condition, 
But still they neglected to call an electrician. 

In order to have lights for good old St. Nick, 
A penny was put behind the fuse real quick. 

Then off to their beds the whole family hurried, 
The lights w7ere burning, so they weren’t worried. 

J J 

in 'ufi 

IEC MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Informatio 

■ Are you interested in receiv¬ 
ing a $1,000 scholarship for 
an Illinois college? 

■ Are you a child of a Southern Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperative member? 

■ Are you a child of a Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative employee or director? 

■ Want to apply? It’s easy. 

They lay asleep dreaming of the day ahead, 
While the wiring began to glow a dull red. 
Soon in the night there came such a clatter, 

They jumped from their beds to see what was the matter. 

They peered though the window expecting Santa on high, 
And to their surprise they saw sparks in the sky. 
Improper wiring had set the whole house aflame, 
So Christmas for these folks would be one of pain. 

The penny which had taken the place of a fuse 
Is a practice people should never use. 

And big fuses, too, can be just as bad - 
They take away protection that should be had. 

So, as Christmas approaches with 
the joy that it brings, 

Of children and family, 
of toys and things, 

Make sure of your wiring 
and do it quick - 

Then instead of a fire, 0 

you can welcome St. Nick. 

Author Unknown 

The Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Fund annually provides 
financial assistance to deserving students in the “electric 
cooperative family.” This year the IEC will award four schol¬ 
arships in the amount of $1,000 each. The applicant must 
be a high school senior planning to enroll full-time at an ac¬ 
credited two or four-year college, university or vocational/ 
technical school in Illinois, smog PIABQ ue/viais 

For more details, call Jerri at SIEC (800) 762-1400 to 
receive a scholarship application and/or talk to your high 
school guidance counselor. All applications must be re¬ 
ceived at SIEC by January 1,2005. 

Blayne Holshouser of 
Anna, formerly For¬ 
estry Journeyman, 
has been promoted 
to Floating Forestry 
Trimmer. 

Membershipspriz^ 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of mree members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit toward their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center 
section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply $10 
toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Jerri. 
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Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership 

Cummins Onan residential 
generators are available from 

10kW to 45 kW. 
■ SIEC is offering the generators 

through our affiliation with 
Southern Services, LLC. 

■ Generators can be operated 
by natural gas or propane. 

■ Any questions? Call the co-op 
and ask for Member Services 
(800) 762-1400. 

©MPncEIE 
Our offices will be closed Friday, Dec 24 

for the Christmas holiday, and Friday, 
December 31 for the New Year. 

Vtcember Employe&/ 
Director Anniversary 

Perry Dailey 26 Years 
Richard Moss 22 Years 
Robert Inman 9 Years 

Happy Anniversary SIEC Employees and Directors! 
Thank you for your hard work and dedication. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Scott L. Dry (President) 

Carole Jean Kelley (Vice President) 
Dale Faughn (Secretary-Treasurer) 

G. Robert Inman 
Richard D. Moss 

Barbara Pitts 
Raymond C. Snell 

Dale E. Taake 
C. Larry Fisher 

and Ronald Osman (Attorney) 

Manager Larry Lovell 
Editor Jerri Schaefer 
For Outages Call: 

(800) 762-1400 •(618) 827-3555 

V/hd6 6© 

Stfhpte thirds? 

* 

No monthly minimums, no service charges, and no cost to join! 
Switch to the new long distance company your local electric 
cooperative recommends and receive: 

• Pay just 4.5?* per minute for your in-state long distance calls 

• Only 4.90* per minute for all calls state-to-state within the 
continental United States. 

Cooperative member to sign up. 

* O ^+,*9 +0**9 Southern Illinois 
Jp" Q <P CP O | V O | Electric Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

"Taxes and other regulatory charges not included. Domestic rates apply within the contiguous 48 states. Certain 
restrictions and early termination fees may apply. Please call for details Services provided by Trans World Network 

• You don't have to be a Southern Illinois Electric 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.coop 
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