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A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

cDonough Power Cooperative is one of 11 rural 
electric cooperatives in Illinois who receives whole¬ 
sale power from Continental Cooperative Services 

(CCS)- Soyland, headquartered in Harrisburg, PA. Several 
years ago, a number of Soyland members joined with rural electric 
cooperatives in Pennsylvania and New Jersey to strengthen our 
market presence and purchasing power for rural electric consumer- 
members in Illinois. 

For the past several years, wholesale power costs for McDonough 
Power Cooperative have remained stable due to a balanced mix of 
wholesale power resources and an excellent wholesale contract. 
One of the resources includes a wholesale contract with Ameren- 
CIPS. While the wholesale power contract with Ameren-CIPS will 
run until 2008, your cooperative is looking ahead to the future for 
your power supply needs. 435FN25-258C 

As we look into the future of power supply needs and impacts 
of the outage in the northeast, a major hurdle will be the need to 
construct new transmission lines to move bulk power from one area 
of the state to another. New transmission lines will be needed to 
relieve existing and growing system bottlenecks and congestion that 
is occurring during those times throughout the year when system 
demands for energy are highest. New transmission lines will boost 
the level of reliability for current loads and anticipated new load 
growth. As you can expect, the concern will be the cost to build the 
additional transmission lines across the country and the decision 
as to who and how the lines will be paid for. 

Siting the specific location of transmission structures and con¬ 
ductors as they traverse across fields and residential areas has 
always been a problem. It comes as no surprise that no one wants 
these large steel towers placed on their property. 

In recent legislation, Congress was working on the legislative 
mechanics for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to ad¬ 
dress and rule on siting disagreements from state to state. 

Clearly, today’s regulatory and environmental hurdles faced by 
the electric utilities pose considerable concern. However, I am con¬ 
fident that the members’ interests will be best served by beginning 
the process now to develop strategy and plans for ensuring that the 
power will be there beginning in 2009 and beyond. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of McDonough 
Power Cooperative, I would like to wish you and your family a very 
Happy and Prosperous New Year in 2004! 
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Extension cord safety Just because the first extension cord 
you find in your garage has the 
length to reach the outlet 

across the room, it doesn’t mean 
it’s the proper one to use for the 
task at hand. If a power tool 
is drawing more current than 
an extension cord can carry, it 
may cause the cord and tool to 
overheat and create a fire. Before 
using any extension cord to help 
power an electrical tool or appli¬ 
ance, the safety professionals at 
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) 
encourages consumers to ask them¬ 
selves three important questions: 

1. Will I use the cord indoors and outdoors? 

2. What is the total wattage rating of the 
appliances I’ll use with the cord? 

3. How far is the nearest outlet from where 
I’ll be working? 7327B4-600C 

Extension cords are labeled with valuable 
information as to the use, size and wattage rating 
of the cord. Cords are offered in many lengths 
and are marked with a size or “gauge.” The gauge 
is based on the American Wire Gauge (AWG) 
System, in which the larger the wire, the smaller 
the AWG number. For example, a 12-gauge wire 
would be larger and can power larger wattage 
appliances than a 14-gauge wire. 

Before deciding which extension cord to use, 
first carefully read the manufacturer’s instruc¬ 
tions for the power tools you will be using. These 
booklets contain important information about 
your tools and will provide instructions on their 
use. The booklets will also indicate whether the 
tools are suitable for use outdoors. Likewise, the 
first step in determining which extension cord you 
will need is to decide whether you will be using the 
appliance indoors or outdoors. Extension cords 
that can be used outdoors will be clearly marked 
“Suitable for Use with Outdoor Appliances.” Never 
use an indoor extension cord outdoors; it could 
result in an electric shock or fire hazard. 

To determine what size - - or gauge - - cord 
you will need, you will also have to determine 
how long you need the cord to be. A cord, based 
on its gauge, can power an appliance at a certain 
wattage only at specific distances. As the cord 
gets longer, the current carrying capacity of the 
cord gets lower. For example, a 16-gauge exten¬ 
sion cord less than 50 feet in length can power 
a 1625 watt (W) appliance. A 16-gauge cord that 

is longer than 50 feet in length can only 
power an appliance up to 1250W. 

All appliances indicate how much 
wattage is consumed when oper¬ 
ated; that rating can be found on 
the appliance itself and often 
within the use and care booklet 
that accompanies the product. 
Other appliances will indicate 
power usage in amps, rather 
than watts. Quick tip: if your 
appliance indicates that it uses 

five amps at 125 volts, then its 
wattage rating is 625W (5x125). If 

you are going to use the extension cord 
with two or more appliances, you must 

add together the wattage rating for all appli¬ 
ances used on the cord. The total of those wattage 
ratings will help you determine which gauge size 
you will need. 

Follow these additional safety tips when using 
extension cords with any electrical appliance. 

• Look for the UL Mark on extension cords you 
purchase. The UL Mark means that represen¬ 
tative samples of the cord have been tested for 
foreseeable safety hazards. 

• Store all cords indoors when not in use. 
Outdoor conditions can deteriorate a cord 
over time. 5315A6A-260B 

• Never keep an extension cord plugged in when 
not in use. The cord will still conduct electric¬ 
ity until it is unplugged from the outlet. 

• Most newer, indoor cords with more than one 
outlet have covers for the unused openings 
- use them. Children and pets face serious 
injury if they chew on unused outlets or stick 
sharp metal objects into the openings. 

• Do not use extension cords that are cut or dam¬ 
aged. Touching even a single, exposed strand of 
wire can give you an electric shock or burn. 

• Never file or cut the plug blades or grounding 
pin of an extension cord or appliance to plug 
it into an old outlet. 

• As a safety feature, extension cords and 
most appliances have polarized plugs (one 
blade wider than the other). These special 
plugs are designed to prevent electric shock 
by properly aligning circuit conductors. If a 
plug does not fit, have a qualified electrician 
install a new outlet. 

By using extension cords properly, you and 
your family can enjoy longer, safer use of your 
power tools and garden appliances. 
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Startling statistics on effectiveness of 
smoke detectors The National Fire Protection Association 

estimates that 93 percent of American 
homes have at least one smoke detector. 

But consider these startling facts: 

• Almost 50 percent of all home fires and 60 
percent of fire deaths occur in homes with 
no detectors. 9231C9-362C 

• The chance of dying in a home fire is cut in 
half with a working smoke detector. 

• There are more homes with smoke detectors 
that don’t work than there are homes without 
any detectors. Detectors that don’t work create 
a false sense of security. 

• When purchasing a smoke detector, insurance 
companies offer these tips: 

• Standard smoke detectors cost $10 to $25. 
Make sure they're approved by an indepen¬ 
dent testing laboratory, such as Underwriters 
Laboratory (UL) or Factory Mutual (FM). 

• The number of detectors you need depends 
on the size of the house or apartment. There 
should be a smoke detector outside each 
sleeping area and at least one on every level 
of the home, including the basement. 

• Smoke rises - smoke detectors should be 
mounted high on a wall or on the ceiling. 
However, in a closed stairway (such as those 
leading to a basement), mount a detector at 
the bottom of the stairway. 

• Don’t install a detector too close to windows, 
doors or forced-air registers, where drafts 
could interfere with the detector’s operation. 

Make regular inspection of detectors a priority: 

• Check batteries regularly and test detectors 
according to instructions. Normally, batteries 
must be replaced every 9 to 12 months. 

• Whether your smoke detectors are battery 
powered or hard wired into your home’s 
electrical system, check and clean them once 
a month according to instructions. 

Remember to plan escape routes for your fam¬ 
ily and hold drills. If you have questions about 
the best places to install detectors, call your 
fire department. In addition, many fire depart¬ 
ments will conduct home detector inspections 
for free or for a nominal fee. 

We will be closed on ~[~\iursc\ay, 

January 1, ZOOF, for [\|ew Years [Jay. 

We will reopen at <3:00 a.m. 

on priday, January 2. 

Map location 
game 

Every month we will have four map location numbers 
hidden throughout the Watts New. If you find your map 
location number, call our office and identify your number 

and the page that it is on. If correct, you will win $10 credit on 
your next electric bill. 
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Stay in touch with friends and family and save money 
with PowerNet Global. 

6LMUL 
.QC £ JJ.fi 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS HALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
calling cards 

(13.9 cents per min. anytime - 
no surcharge) 

800 number 
Same rate as standard calls 

6 second increment billing 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - 
respected carrier 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • PC Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name:    Social Security Number  

Street:  Estimated Monthly Usage  

City:  State: Zip: Current Carrier:  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( )  ( )  

Services Desired: Outbound   800 Travel Cards - Number of cards needed   

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will 
be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local 
telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
The power of human connectiom 

ack in December, it appeared that the nation would 
have an “energy bill - H.R. 6” but when it came 
down to the wire, there were too many obstacles 

and too little time before congress recessed for the holi¬ 
days. There were too many disagreements on language 
for conference committee members to agree on in a bill 

that was extremely complex. 
With blackouts and service reliability questions still lingering 

heavy in the minds of millions of consumers, it was probably a 
good thing that legislation didn’t stumble through last December. 
An energy plan needs to be well thought out and debated before it’s 
enacted. It deserves the very best effort and our undivided focus to 
make sure it is done right the first time around. 

The energy bill is similar to the electric choice issue. It is in 
everyone’s best interest to get it done right the first time, because 
once it’s done, you can’t go back. Failure to do the right thing could 
cause even more problems down the road. 

Thankfully, with or without an “energy plan,” the business of 
supplying power continues just as it has for years for McDonough 
Power Cooperative. During the debate, our major concerns were re¬ 
lated directly to how the legislation would impact consumers as well 
as the cost to meet the environmental and regulatory hurdles. 

During the debate on energy legislation, the cooperative’s strategy 
was to protect the cooperative from any additional regulatory over¬ 
sight and to maintain fairness among all utilities and for consumers 
across the country. Cooperatives in Illinois worked hard to gain 
congressional support for the electricity provisions that protected 
cooperatives and their members. 614D7-168C 

The electricity tide drafted in conference protected electric coop¬ 
eratives from expanded regulation at the national level, maintained 
access to transmission and native load, and included measures to 
improve system reliability. These provisions are important to your 
cooperative because they provide a blueprint for the electric industry 
to move forward in 2004. 

It appears that these provisions will likely hold when congress 
revisits the issue early this year. Representatives of McDonough 
Power have discussed the legislation with U.S. Senators Dick Durbin 
and Peter Fitzgerald, as well as several other members of the House 
of Representatives, including our Representative Lane Evans. Our 
elected officials have been very helpful and discussions have been 
beneficial towards protecting rural electric cooperatives. 

You and your cooperative have a lot at stake in a national energy 
plan; we will make sure that McDonough Power’s voice is heard. 

<N 
CO 
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Adopt a 
family 

This past holiday season, Mc¬ 
Donough Power and MPC En¬ 
ergy employees adopted a family 

through the Western Illinois Regional 
Council. Through the generous dona¬ 
tions, we were able to purchase many 
items for a family in need. 

Grant 
money 

available 
for 

geothermal 
energy 

systems 

Map 
location 

game 
Every month we 

will have four map 
location numbers 
hidden throughout 
the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your num¬ 
ber and the page 
that it is on. If cor¬ 
rect, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

GEO ALLIANCE 
Promoting the installation of energy efficient geothermal systems 

Communities and non-profit organizations served by an Il¬ 
linois electric cooperative can now receive up to $50,000 to 
help with the installation of geothermal heating and cooling 

systems through a grant program administered by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) and funded by the Illinois 
Clean Energy Community Foundation. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency calls geothermal heat¬ 
ing and cooling systems “the most energy efficient, environmentally 
clean and cost-effective space conditioning systems available.” 

McDonough Power President/CEO Jon Miles says, “We are very 
excited about the availability of this grant because this will really 
help some of our local schools or churches save money on their 
monthly energy bills. Geothermal systems on average can cut en¬ 
ergy expenses by 50 percent, and have been proven to decrease 
maintenance costs as well.” 

“McDonough Power looks forward to collaborating with the 
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation on this program, 
which will promote a proven, under-utilized energy-saving clean 
technology.” 4329A1-556B 

“The Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation appreciates 
the leadership of the electric cooperatives on this effort,” says James 
Mann, Executive Director of Illinois Clean Energy Community Foun¬ 
dation. “We see this as a breakthrough opportunity for public and 
non-profit organizations. They can benefit from improved comfort in 
their facilities, lower operating and maintenance costs and reduced 
energy use, leading to less pollution in Illinois communities.” 

For more information about the geothermal system funding 
program, contact McDonough Power Cooperative at (309) 833- 
2101 or the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives at (217) 
529-5561, or go to www.aiec.coop. 
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Ground Hog Day 
”Twas the night before Ground Hog Day, when all 

through the burrow 5215D2-952C 
Not a ground hog was stirring, he wouldn’t uncurl; 
But the people all gathered next day with great care, 
In hopes that Spring time soon would be there; 

But the ground hog was nestled all snug in his bed, 
While visions of meadows danced in his head; 
With mayor in tuxedo, and I in my cap, 
We woke up the ground hog from his long 

winter's nap, 

When down in his hole there arose such a clatter, 
I sprang back in a lurch to see what was the matter. 
That crowd was surprised to witness the crash, 
While I readied the camera and steadied the flash. 

The sun on the crest of the new-fallen snow 
Made us hope he would stay in his hole far below, 
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, 
But a ground hog named Willie, Oh My, Oh My Dear! 

With his nose that, so lively did move and did twitch, 
I knew back down he must go and be quick. 
Then more rapid than eagles the clouds they came, 
We whistled, and shouted, and called him by name! 

“Now, Wee One! Now, Willie! Now, don’t be a Vixen! 
Oh, Come on! We’re waiting called a Wiarton Citizen!” 

So to the top of the hole he appeared to us all! 
And glad were we, not a shadow did fall! 

His face - - how it twinkled! His dimples how 
merry! 535BP16-266B 

His eyes were like roses, his nose like a cherry! 
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, 
And the fur of his body was as white as 

the snow; 

The stump of a carrot he held tight in his teeth. 
And what fur encircled his head like a wreath; 
He had a broad face and a little round belly, 
That shook, when he squealed like a bowlful 

of jelly. 

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old hog, 
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of the fog; 
A wink of his eye and no shadow ahead, Soon 
gave me to know I had nothing to dread; 

He sprang to his hole, as I gave a great whistle, 
And away left the crowd like the down of a thistle. 
But I heard all exclaim, as they walked out 

of sight, 

“HAPPY GROUND HOG DAY TO ALL, 
AND TO ALL A GOOD NIGHT! 

A handshake still means something 

Remember when a handshake was all it took to seal a deal? 
It’s still that way at your local electric cooperative. 

The Touchstone Energy® logo you see on our trucks, hats, 
and on our sign outside, along with our co-op name, 
stand for our promise to you that you’ll receive the 

best electric service at the best possible price. 

We’re here only to serve you. And in a world 
where not much is certain, you can count on that. 

We are the power of human connections. 

Touchstone Energy£ 

The power of human connections 
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Call your swoothoart this 
231 Valentinos ©ay 

and save money with 

POWER NET 6L0B 
4-.9^ O® J c 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS HALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
calling cards 

(13.9 cents per min. anytime - 
no surcharge) 

FREE 800 number 
Same rate as standard calls 

6 second increment billing 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - 
respected carrier 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 

Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name: 

Street: _ 

City: 

Social Security Number_ 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: Zip:. _ Current Carrier: 

( )  Your Telephone Numbers: ( )  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will 
be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local 
telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Wesley Village is an active participant in numerous community 
activities in the Macomb community. Wesley plays a major 
role in providing essential care for senior citizens. 

As a member of McDonough Power Cooperative, the Village 
participates in the cooperative’s load management peak demand 
program. Several qualifying large power consumers play a key 
role in controlling our system’s peak demand during the sum¬ 
mer months. Our staff works closely with personnel at Wesley to 
reduce the peak as much as possible without sacrificing care 
and comfort to the residing citizens. 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

Across the 
Manager's desk 
Jon K. Miles 

Wesley 
Village: 

a retiring place People would probably retire early if they knew what awaited 
them at Wesley Village, a full-service retirement community 
in Macomb, Illinois. Currendy home to about 160 residents, 

Wesley Village has been allowing seniors to live as independently as 
possible in a close-knit community since 1980. 

Shelly Ward, 42, has been Administrator at Wesley Village 
for almost five years. She says, "My favorite part of my job is the 
people: getting to know their history, their life stories, just getting 
to know where they’ve been and things they’ve done and getting to 
know each one of them, something special about them.” 

And she isn’t the only one who enjoys doing so. Volunteers 
and family members from Macomb frequently visit the seniors to 
read to them, assist with activities, help them with letter writing 

or just sit and visit with them, 
says Shelly. Staff members 
also provide many structured 
activities. 8115B4-858C 

The Village’s extensive 
Web site gives testimony to 
the services and activities of¬ 
fered residents. Here, seniors 
and their families can learn 
about the Health Care Center, 
separate from the independent 
living apartments, with 70 cur¬ 
rent residents and nurses 24 
hours a day. Also mentioned 
are emergency cords included 
in the apartment bedrooms 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone 
The power of human connections 

Energy* Cooperative 

and bathrooms. According to Shelly, "If an emergency cord is pulled, our nurses 
from our Health Care Center will respond and evaluate the person and see if 
they need to call 911.” 

Shelly says, “Residents enjoy trips to the community, Bible Study, Bingo, 
guest speakers, and lots of holiday parties.” Regular weekly activities also include 

(Continued on 16b) 
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Music Therapy intern Cindy Lock (rigl 
with residents Bernie Bucher (left) ant 
Vanderburg. 

Retirement residents and staff enjoy “Lunch of the month.” 
Shown are Barbara Lawyer, Addra Graham, Nonda Cheatham, 
Kathryn Coffman, Bernice Wagner, Shelly Ward, Darlene 
Morrell, Kim Daudelin and Marla Butcher. 

Map location 
game Every month we 

will have four 
map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your number 
and the page that it 
is on. If correct, you 
will win $10 credit 
on your next electric 
bill. 

exercise three times a week, two trips to the grocery store, 
one trip to a shopping area, Vespers, one special program 
with various themes, and Saturday afternoon gatherings for 
games, cards or a movie in the lounge. In the Health Care 
Center, residents get three to four, maybe five activities a 
day. 

Residents can also use the library, beauty/barber shop, 
card shop and chapel. 

Outdoors is the “Residents' Garden,” which contains 
benches, a walking path, birdbaths and flowers. 

Besides activities within the village, residents go on trips 
to Macomb, and sometimes, longer trips up to an hour 
away. A van is available for transportation to the “Lunch 
of the Month,” in which residents take a day trip to a nice 
sit-down restaurant. The van is also used to take residents 
shopping, to concerts or to the theater. 

Wesley Village is conveniently located on a 20-acre cam¬ 
pus near a hospital and Western Illinois University. The 

hospital provides health care, while the university provides volunteers. 
Shelly says, “We have lots of community involvement, especially with 
the university. We have a lot of college students that come out quite a 
bit, different fraternities and sororities that help us with projects and 
interact with the residents.” Location isn’t the only thing that makes 
the retirement community appealing. 

The Village is different from a conventional nursing home in 
that it allows its residents to live as independently as possible. Of 
the independent living apartments, seniors can choose from five dif¬ 
ferent layouts for their new home. Once settled in, they get weekly 
housekeeping services, laundering of flat linens, maintenance, yard 
care and snow removal. A registered dietitian is on hand for special 
diets. The Village is staffed by people who, according to the Web site, 
are “dedicated to the spirit of providing loving, compassionate care 
in a Christian environment.” This Christian environment is provided 
by United Methodist Church, which helps the Village, says Shelly, 

“through benevolent funding, decision making, volunteers, and marketing.” 
It isn't easy to maintain this haven for seniors. Volunteers and financial dona¬ 

tions are always appreciated. As Shelly puts it, “We provide a lot of benevolent 
care, over half a million dollars a year. In our Health Care Center we have about 
65 percent Medicaid patients. What we get from the state doesn’t cover their cost 
of care. So any financial donations that people make, if they want to designate it 
for benevolent care, are always welcome.” 

The Village also has other projects. Shelly says, “We’re actually looking at 
building some duplexes right now, and soon we’ll make a final decision on whether 
or not to proceed with that project, but that would be an area where we could use 
some help.” 

The duplexes, if built, would provide seniors with even more independence 
than the Village’s apartments. The same services would be provided, and duplex 
residents could go over to the Village for meals and activities. They would also 
have priority for a bed in the Health Care Center if they needed 24-hour nursing 
for a while. 

As for volunteers, people can join the “Lend a Hand” program that was started 
almost two years ago. Shelly says, “We have a lot of college students in it, but we’d 
like to get more of a base of volunteers who are here year-round, because during 
the summer and holidays when students are gone we really see our volunteer 
numbers go down.” 

With another program, “Helping Hands," the Village has a volunteer handbook, 
and provides training for anyone who signs up. 

Shelly Ward’s opinion about Wesley Village is clear. As she says, “It’s just a 
great place to live. It’s really like a big family. People care about one another. About 
10 years from now I’m going to start negotiating my contract to live here when I 
retire.” 

For more information about Wesley Village Retirement Community, look up 
their Web site at http://www.wesleyvillagemacomb.com/ or check out their quarterly 
newsletter, Wesley Village News. 
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Wind and storms can be a part of the Midwest weather 
picture year round. That means downed power lines can 
be a part of the landscape as well. If you see a line on the 

ground, stay away and call your power company. If a power line 
falls across your vehicle, stay in the vehicle until help arrives. Learn 
what to do if you’re in an accident that brings a power line down. 
Doing the wrong thing could cost your life. For more information 
visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 9211D4A-314B 

Emergency 
storm safety 

Today’s average home uses about six times as much electricity 
as a home did a generation ago. If you have an older home, 
your electrical system may not be up to the task of powering 

all the equipment we commonly use today. In fact, some estimates 
indicate that four out of five American homes are inadequately 
wired. Inadequate wiring causes one out of eight home fires. How 
do you know if your home is properly wired? If you answer 
“yes” to three of the following questions, chances are that 
your electrical system needs upgrading. 
■ Is your home more than 10 years old? 
■ Do you have problems with circuit breakers 

tripping frequently? 
■ Is the picture on your television constantly 

shrinking or fading? 
■ Are your lights dimming or electric motors running more 

slowly than they should? 111E29C7-1008C 
Rewiring a home is an expensive proposition, but it's almost 

certainly cheaper than a fire. Have a licensed electrician review 
your electrical system and advise you of the measures that you 
need to take to minimize the risk of an electrical fire. 
Source: Illinois Electric Council 

Is your 
wiring a fire 
hazard? 

Don’t use utility poles to post 
signs, ribbons and banners Posting signs, hanging banners or tying ribbons and balloons 

onto utility poles can endanger utility workers and often is a 
violation of local ordinances forbidding placement of anything 

on poles. 
Help protect those who work to provide electrical service and 

other utilities. Remember that anything on a pole can cause power 
line workers, telecommunications utility personnel and other work¬ 
ers to slip. The clamped, safety boots worn by line workers to climb 
poles are specifically vulnerable to becoming snagged and caught 
on staples and nails that are embedded in poles. Foreign objects 
can also tear utility workers’ clothing or injure workers despite 
the safety gear they wear to avoid contact with rough surfaces. 

Such practices endanger more than those who keep the lights 
on and those who work on cable and telecommunications lines. 
The paraphernalia on the poles becomes a public safety hazard 
by distracting people as they drive. 

Please help utility workers to work safely and refrain from 
hanging objects to utility poles! 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street EO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Safety 
pointers 
for pets 

A four-legged family member is apt to make a play toy out of 
everything in and around the home. It’s important to make 
sure your pets don’t add electrical devices to their toy chest. 

A frisky dog or curious cat can cause an electrical hazard or fire 
in ways you may not have thought about. Safe Electricity offers this 
safety checklist: OKeep electrical cords away from puppies and kittens so they 

don’t chew on them and receive a severe shock. If you have 
difficulty getting your pet to stop chewing on the cord, you can 

paint it with a bitter tasting polish or wrap the cord in a thick 
plastic sleeve. 3311A9-540A 

Make sure nightlights and appliances are completely 
plugged into wall outlets. Partially exposed prongs are 
a hazard for curious children, puppies and kittens. 

0 

Keep halogen lamps away from play areas for 
pets and children. Some halogen bulbs can 
reach very high temperatures, and if knocked 

over during play, they could easily start a fire. 

Keep appliances near sinks and bathtubs a safe 
distance away from the water source. Playful pets 

can knock radios, curling irons and other items 
into the water, creating a dangerous situation. 

Discourage cats and dogs from curling up for a nap behind 
warm computer equipment. Pets need to be kept away from 
all electrical connections. 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

POkiER JJXV OB/U 
Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member IP gftfr 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! fifli 3 afl ■Tp 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(13.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

6.9C 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 

FILL YOUR PROPANE TANK NOW 

MFC ENERGY, INC 
BLANDINSVILLE 

(309) 652-31 03 or 
(800) 635-2085 

DENVER 
(21 7) 743-521 5 or 

(800) 213-1 402 

For answers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, Manager 
of MFC Energy at Blandinsville or Jerry Ross at Denver. 
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Across the 
Manager's desk D 
Jon K. Miles 

Long 
Distance 

Rates Just 
Got Better 

id you know your electric cooperative offers long 
distance phone service? Since the summer of 2000 
McDonough Power Cooperative has offered long dis¬ 

tance phone service to a growing number of customers. The 
service is growing because of its “simple plan” that consists 
of no gimmicks or hidden costs. And, best of all, there’s no 
monthly charge. 

Have you considered changing your long distance provider and 
would like to deal with people you know and trust? Would you like to 
save money on long distance phone calls? Tired of out-of-state telephone 
marketers calling at dinnertime to sell you the best new deal on phone 
service? 

If you would like to make life simpler when it comes to long dis¬ 
tance phone calls, your local electric cooperative can help clear up the 
confusion with a very simple plan that’s hassle-free. 

McDonough Power members (and non-members) can sign up for 
long distance phone service for 4.5 cents per minute in-state and 4.9 
cents per minute out-of-state (in the continental U.S.) regardless of what 
day or time it is. 6423A1-226B 

Give us a call today to find out how you can save money now on 
your long distance calls to family and friends or complete the form on 
page 16d. 

Look Up and 
Live! 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Ahhh, it’s great to be outside 
again, even if it means there’s 
work to be done. The TV 

antenna’s a little crooked, there are 
some tree limbs to cut, and the ol’ 
swimming pool will need cleaning. 
When you're moving the grain auger, 
raising the TV antenna - anytime 
you use tall equipment - make sure 
you stay clear of power lines. Keep 
poles, augers and other equipment 
away from overhead electric wires. 
Whether you’re outside your home 
or out in the farm field, get your 
jobs done the safe way. Look up and 
live! 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Daylight Savings Time begins on April 4. Don’t forget to set your 

clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed on April 3. 
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Tornado 
Safety 

About 1,000 
tornadoes 

occur in the 

United States 
each year, 

causing about 

42 deaths 

and massive 

destruction. 

About 1,000 tornadoes occur in the United States each year, 
causing about 42 deaths and massive destruction. Torna¬ 
does can happen anywhere at any time. But as they are most 

prevalent in the Midwest in April, May and June, now is the time 
to prepare. 

A very important part of this preparation is to update or create 
our disaster supply kit. This kit should contain the following: a 
flashlight and radio with extra batteries, a first aid kit, emergency 
food and water, a can opener, essential medications, cash and credit 
cards, and sturdy shoes. 

Also be sure to discuss with your family the difference between 
a tornado watch (tornadoes are possible within the area - stay close 
to shelter) and a tornado warning (a tornado has been sighted in 
the area and shelter should be sought immediately). Conduct a 
tornado drill each season with your family. Make sure everyone is 
aware of the safest place to seek shelter. 

In your home, seek a windowless interior room on the lowest 
level, storm cellar or basement. Mobile home owners will be safer 
in a building with a sturdy foundation or in a low-lying ditch away 
from the unit. If you're driving when a tornado hits, never try to 
outrun it; get out of the car and try to find shelter, or lie in a ditch 
or low-lying area away from the car. 7320C9-612C 

One option for many families is to build or buy a storm shelter. 
Shelters are available in many different styles, both above and below 
ground, and can be built onsite or prefabricated. Below ground 
shelters are safer from flying debris, but are also more susceptible 
to floods and winter freezes. They can also require a great deal 
of land preparation. Above ground shelters may be more easily 
installed and built, but can take up more space on your land and 

are more prone to flying debris and 
wind damage. 

Shelters can also be built 
separate from the home, incorporated 
into an existing home, or added to new 
home plans. In-house entry is safer if a 
tornado is almost upon you, but can¬ 
not be easily installed into pre-existing 
homes. 

A lot of factors positively 
and negatively affect storm shelters. 
The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) has prepared an 86- 
page booklet describing these factors. 
It includes suggestions for what to look 
for in a storm shelter, instructions on 
basic installation, cost estimates, rea¬ 

sons for storm shelters, and what to ask a manufacturer. 
Storm shelters are not required by law to pass any testing. 

But, the National Storm Shelter Association (NSSA) has prepared 
a standard for shelters that tests the shelters’ ability to withstand 
great winds, debris impact, ground stress and flooding, and en¬ 
tryway door security, among other criteria. The FEMA also provides a 
listing of manufacturers that have undergone and passed this testing. 
11119C7-1002B 

To order a storm shelter booklet, call (888) 565-3896 or (800) 
480-2520 and ask for booklet FEMA 320a. Or, visit the agency’s Web 
site at www.fema.gov/hazards/tornadoes.The NSSA can be reached at 
(877) 700-NSSA or www.nssa.ee. 
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Water gardening is becoming more popular every year. If you 
plan to install a water garden this spring, or you have a 
pond and you’re preparing it for the new season, you need 

to consider some basic safety steps when using electricity around 
the water garden. 
• Make sure any pump you use to aerate and re-circulate your 
pond is rated for underwater use (submersible). Using a non-sub¬ 
mersible pump, at best, will ruin the pump. At worse, you could 
be in for a severe and possibly fatal shock. The same is true for 
underwater lights. 6321C1-212B 
• Your exterior electrical outlets should be equipped with ground 
fault circuit interrupters (GFCI). Exterior GFCI outlets should also 
be equipped with covers to prevent rain or splashing water from 
breaking the circuit. Never hook a pump to an extension cord, 
even one rated for exterior 
use. The pump should be 
plugged directly into the 
GFCI outlet. 
• Use care when install¬ 
ing and plugging in the 
pump. Lower the pump 
into the pond, making 
certain it is stable. Then be 
certain to dry your hands 
and stand on a dry area 
before you plug it in. 
• Keep other electric 
tools and appliances 
away from the pond. If 
you should drop anything 
electrical into the pond, 
unplug the tool before you 
try to retrieve it. 

Water 
Gardens 

Closed for Good 
Friday McDonough Power will be 

closed on Friday, April 
9. We will reopen at 8:00 

a.m. on Monday, April 12. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 

Map 
Location 
Game Every month we 

will have four 
map location 

numbers hidden 
throughout the Watts 
New. If you find your 
map location number, 
call our office and 
identify your number 
and the page that it is 
on. If correct, you will 
win $ 10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

CM 
co 
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NEW LOW RATES 
STAY IN TOUCH WITH 
POWERNET GLOBAL 

4.5$ 4.9$ 
ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

Open to all residents 
- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day 
- 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 

FREE 800 number 
Same rate as standard calls 

6 second increment billing 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly 

premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation 
respected carrier 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative 

PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name: 

Street: 

City: _ 

Social Security Number 

State: 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( )  

Services Desired: Outbound 

800 Number to ring to: ( )  

 Estimated Monthly Usage 

Zip: Current Carrier: 

 ( )  

800 Travel Cards - Number of cards needed 

I hereby authorize Power Net Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to 
financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be 
provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone 
company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  

ifid ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Date 

APRIL2004 



Across the 
Manager's desk A 
Jon K. Miles 

Preparing 
to Meet with 
Members of 

the Illinois 
Congressional 

Delegation 

s members of Congress continue to work on Na¬ 
tional Energy Legislation that stalled in the Senate 
about four months ago, your cooperative is gearing 

up to address the provisions of a new, slimmed down en¬ 
ergy bill. The new bill was unveiled following an agreement 
between Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist and Minority 

Leader Tom Daschle. 
Under the agreement, the new bill will be brought directly to the 

Senate floor. Floor debate is expected to begin by the end of March. 
The Senate’s version of the bill will include tradable tax credits 

for electric cooperatives and municipals that encourage the develop¬ 
ment of renewable energy and clean coal technology. However, these 
provisions may get dropped for electric cooperatives and municipals 
in the House. 7413D7-608B 

McDonough Power director, representative to the statewide trade 
association and board member of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives Stan Prox will be visiting with members of the Illinois 
Congressional delegation in May. His message will be to urge the 
support of fair and balanced provisions that will contribute towards 
the development of clean renewable energy, and that incentives 
should equally benefit all three utility segments. 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Pictured is McDonough Power Director Stan Prox (center) discussing plans 
with Don Wood (left) and Earl Struck (right) to visit with members of the Illinois 
Congressional delegation. 
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Cooking 
When the 

Power Goes 
Off After a 

Disaster 

We will be closed 
on Monday, May 

31, in observance 
of Memorial Day. 

We will re-open at 
8:00 a.m. on 

Tuesday, June 1. 

After a storm has knocked out electricity or gas lines, cook¬ 
ing meals can be a problem and can be hazardous if a few 
basic rules are not followed. 

• Charcoal or gas grills are the most obvious alternative sources 
of heat for cooking. NEVER USE THEM INDOORS. In doing 
so you risk both asphyxiation from carbon monoxide and the 
chance of starting a fire that could destroy your home. 

• Likewise, camp stoves that use gasoline or solid fuel should 
always be used outdoors. 

• Small electrical appliances can be used to prepare meals if you 
have access to an electrical generator. 

• Wood can be used for cooking in many situations. You can cook 
in a fireplace if the chimney is sound. Don’t start a fire in a fire¬ 
place that has a broken chimney. Be sure the damper is open. 

• If you’re cooking on a wood stove, make sure the stove pipe has 
not been damaged. 

• If you have to build a fire outside, build it away from buildings, 
never in a carport. Sparks can easily get into the ceiling and 
start a house fire. 

• Never use gasoline to get a wood or charcoal fire started. 
• Make sure any fire is well-contained. A metal drum or stones 

around the fire bed are good precautions. A charcoal grill is a 
good place in which to build a wood fire. Be sure to put out any 
fire when you are through with it. 

• When cooking is not possible, many canned foods can be eaten 
cold. 4112B1-1152A 

Phoenix' ill 
The Premier Gas Grill 

WORRY FREE COOKING... 
PERFECT MEALS - EVERY TIME 

Y/lr 

MPC Energy 
1200 E. Washington St., Blandinsville, IL 61420 • (800) 635-2085 or (309) 652-3103 

High temperature, indirect grilling 
separates Phoenix from all the rest 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • EO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com > 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MAY 2004 



ark Anderson has been energized by McDonough Power 
Cooperative for 46 years. Having lived in Point Pleasant 
and Swan townships his entire life, minus a few years at 

college, he understands the rural electric cooperative system and 
knows how it works. 

Mark became director of district seven in 1995 on the heels of 
retiring director Harold Anderson, his father. District seven includes 
all of Swan and Point Pleasant townships in Warren County, and 
part of Raritan Township in Henderson County. Mark currently 
serves as secretary of the McDonough Power Cooperative and MPC 
Energy Boards of Directors. 

“When the nominating committee asked me to replace my father, 
I did it to honor him,” Mark said. 
“As I’ve become educated in coopera¬ 
tive business principles, I continue 
to represent my fellow cooperative 
members and McDonough Power 
Cooperative with the knowledge 
and experience Fve gained from my 
peers.” 8120SL120-832A 

After graduating from Roseville 
High School, Mark earned an associ¬ 
ate of science degree in agriculture at 
Black Hawk College-East Campus in 
1978. He then earned a bachelors of 
science degree in agriculture science 
at Illinois State University in 1980. 
He is a self-employed farmer. 

Nearly 20 years later, Mark re¬ 
turned to academic life by helping Western Illinois University’s 
Agriculture Department with its organic farm. 

“Working with WIU for the last several years has been very re¬ 
warding,” Mark said. “I have met new people and been exposed to 
new and different farming practices in a research environment.” 

His thoughts on farming mirror his attitude about life, which 
includes serving McDonough Power Cooperative. “I’m grateful to 
have a job that allows me to work around the lives of my family 
and be available to help when and where I’m needed,” Mark said. 
“These needs change as the years go by and I’m lucky to be flexible 
enough to change my business and life to meet these needs. I enjoy 
attending cooperative meetings in Macomb and participating in 
educational events that have led to my certification as a credentialed 
cooperative director.” 

Mark met his wife Gina at Wesley United Methodist Church in 
Macomb, where they both are active in the church community. They 
were married on Feb. 29, 1992, and celebrated their third official 
anniversary this year. 

Gina works in the Public Relations Department at Great River 
Medical Center in West Burlington, Iowa. Their son Collin is nine, and 
daughter Maren is seven. Their third child was due in late April. 

Mark has been involved in Boy Scouts since he was 11 years 
old, and serves as pack master of Cub Scout Pack 336 in Roseville. 
He also enjoys participating in his daughter’s Brownie Girl Scout 
events. On his own, Mark enjoys woodworking and reading. 

“Finding a way to raise our family on a small farm has been a 
busy and challenging experience, but it’s also been very rewarding 
and joyful,” he said. 

Meet Mark 
Anderson, 
District 
Seven 
Director 

Map 
Location 

Game Every month we 
will have four 
map location 

numbers hidden 
throughout the Watts 
New. If you find your 
map location num¬ 
ber, call our office 
and identify your 
number and the 
page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

<N 
CO 
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What to Do 
During an 
Electrical 

Outage 

Americans have become so accustomed to a continuous, uninter¬ 
rupted supply of electricity that we are usually unprepared when 
this supply is cut off by storms, weather or other accidents. The 

purpose of this fact sheet is to help you, the consumer, be better pre¬ 
pared when there is a power interruption. 

Short Term Power Failures - Check for Internal Causes 
Don’t panic! Calmly check to see if your neighbors still have electricity. 

If they do, the problem could be inside your home. Check your main fuses 
or circuit breakers to see if they have blown or tripped. Replacing a fuse 
or resetting a circuit breaker may restore your electricity. A supply of extra 
fuses should be kept on hand at all times. Do not replace a fuse with one of 
a larger amperage rating. It could result in a fire. 

If you determine that the power failure has not been caused by a 
problem in the home, call McDonough Power at (309) 837-1400. A line¬ 
man will be dispatched as quickly as possible. The dispatcher should 
also be able to tell you if it will be an extended outage. 

Prevent Appliance and Electronic Damage 
Unplug appliances with electronic components such as microwaves, 

televisions and VCRs. This will help to eliminate damage to your appli¬ 
ances from voltage surges when the electricity is restored. Wait a few min¬ 
utes before turning on these appliances when the electricity is restored. 
This will reduce demand on McDonough Power’s electrical system. 

Follow Back-Up Power Safety Procedures 
If you use a standby generator, be sure it has been installed and 

wired properly. If improperly installed, a generator could cause danger¬ 
ous conditions for our linemen, who are working to restore the power. 
Your generator could be damaged when the power is restored if a double 
throw disconnect is not used and properly installed. 

Maintain a Power Outage Supply Kit 
To make an outage easier to cope with, keep an adequate supply of 

the following on hand at all times. These should be kept in a cool, dry 
place and all members of the family should know where to find them. 

• Flashlights, 
• Battery-operated radio, 
• Candles and matches, 
• Extra supply of batteries for flashlights and radio, 
• Basic first-aid supplies, 
• A small supply of drinking water and food, 
• And baby supplies if an infant is in the home. 

Summer Power Outages-Protect Perishable Goods 
Keep freezers and refrigerators closed! The food will stay fresh longer 

if the doors are not opened. Frozen food is generally safe to eat if there 
are still ice crystals on it. Wrap blankets around the appliances to provide 
extra insulation. Bottled water, canned soda and juices eliminate depen¬ 
dence on the refrigerator if stored in a cool place. A supply of freeze-dried 
or canned food is also very helpful. 

Air conditioners should be turned off during power outages. 
Do not turn them back on for several minutes after the power has 

been restored. Dress comfortably and use natural ventilation to keep 
your home cool. 5218B8A-956A 

Following these suggestions will make it easier to cope with a power 
outage. Think ahead and be prepared for an emergency by having a 
plan for your household. 

Remember to stay calm. The electricity will be back on as quickly 
as possible. McDonough Power is working around the clock to restore 
your service. 
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Across the 
Manager's desk 
Jon K. Mites 

Freeman 
United Coal 

Plans to Shut 
Down 

McDonough 
Power Coop. 

Welcomes 
New Employee 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

ate last year, McDonough Power Cooperative received 
word that Freeman United Coal had plans to shut 

l down the coal plant south of Macomb over the next 
  several months. 

Freeman Coal was the largest consumer of electric 
power for McDonough Power Cooperative and their ab¬ 
sence will certainly be felt. During recent months, the coal 

mine has been in the process of completing projects and gradually 
bringing the plant to a shutdown. As a result of the shutdown, the 
average cost of energy per kilowatt hour will increase because Free¬ 
man Coal is no longer purchasing power anywhere near normal 
operating capacity. This means that some of the fixed costs will be 
spread over the remaining members. While the impact is not huge, 
I did want to bring it to your attention. 

Freeman Coal is still using some electric energy in preparation 
to moving and transporting coal previously mined and stored on 
site. Freeman Coal has been an excellent consumer and corporate 
citizen to McDonough County. 4313C8A-550C 

Steve Bounds has been hired to assume 
the duties of Line Supervisor. Steve 
brings 34 years of electric utility expe¬ 

rience to McDonough Power Cooperative. 
Steve started his career in 1970 with J.W. 

Buck Construction before working 22 years 
with rural electric cooperatives in several 
states. He also served for nine years as Direc¬ 
tor and Instructor of Loss Control and Safety 
Department for Kansas Electric Cooperatives, 
the statewide trade association for 29 rural 
electric cooperatives and two generation and 
transmission cooperatives in Kansas. He has 
owned an electric power line construction 
business and most recently worked for Pio¬ 
neer Electric Power in Lubbock, Texas. 

Steve and his wife Barbara have three 
grown children - daughters Shannon and Stacy and son Steven. 
They have 5 grandsons to keep life interesting. 

Steve looks forward to the opportunity to get acquainted with 
the members and serving your needs. 10234C9-312C 

New Operations 
Supervisor, Steve Bounds 
becomes acquainted 
with his duties and 
responsibilities. 

Welcome Steve and Barbara to McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive! 
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YOUT 

Nine students representing Mc¬ 
Donough Power Cooperative 
and 15 students represent¬ 

ing McDonough Telephone Coop- 

Students 
Represent 

McDonough 
Power at 
Youth to 

Springfield # 
Day t 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 

erative met with area legislators 
during the Illinois Electric and 
Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth 
Day on Wednesday, April 21, in 
Springfield. While in the state 
capital, students had an opportunity 
to watch government in action, speak with State Trea¬ 
surer Judy Baar Topinka, and tour the Illinois State Capitol and the 
Illinois Supreme Court. Students are pictured with Representative 
Rich Myers of Colchester. 

McDonough Telephone representatives occupied the first row. 
From left are chaperone Les Fowler, Kimberly Plath of Stronghurst, 
Jessie Vawter of Macomb, Haley Grant of Macomb, Chris Wilson of 
Stronghurst, Adam Bauer of Rushville, Paul Lybarger of Roseville, 
Jaden Anders of La Harpe, Crystal Ryder of La Harpe, Breanne Oliver 
of Blandinsville, Nathan Hennenfent of Roseville, Joanne Church of 
Nauvoo, Sarah Holland of Bushnell, Peter Fasching of Niota, Lind¬ 
sey Portis-Hornbaker of Bushnell, Chelsey Rutledge of Macomb and 
chaperone Dawn Beck. McDonough Power Representatives occupied 
the second row. From left are Max Nash-Howe of Macomb, Rachel 
Isackson of Macomb, Ryan Richards of Colchester, Joseph Trotter of 
Macomb, Representative Myers, Denise Holland of Bushnell, Molly 
Casteel of Roseville, Krystal Sternbergh of Blandinsville, Nate Popken 
of Roseville and Kevin Malone of Bushnell. The day was sponsored 
by the Illinois electric and telephone co-ops to introduce young rural 
leaders to state government. 5523C2-256A 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 • (309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Mike Cox currently serves as the representative to District 1, 
consisting of Chalmers and part of Scotland Townships in 
McDonough County. His family has lived in the McDonough 

Power Cooperative service area for more than 30 years. Mike, along 
with his wife Vicky and youngest daughter Caitlin, live south of Ma¬ 
comb. Their older children are married and have families of their 
own. Chad and his wife Jeannine and their two children live in the 
rural Plymouth area. Christina and her husband Jerry live in Apache 
Junction, Arizona. 

Mike has worked for Cox Construction for 32 years. His work is 
mostly in the electrical field and his work includes all kinds of work 
from homes to small industrial projects. Because of his experience 
in the electric industry and in running a business, he is able to bring 
a unique perspective to McDonough Power’s Board of Directors. 

Mike was first exposed to electric cooperatives 15 years ago when 
former director Wade Blansett asked if he would represent District 1 
on the nominating committee. 

Mike gladly welcomed and accepted the opportunity to serve in 
this capacity. That experience taught him a lot about how a coopera¬ 
tive operates and functions on a day-to-day basis. The opportunity 
also provided him insight regarding the need for members’ desires 
and needs to be represented and considered at the board level. 

Mike served on the nominating committee for several years and 
was appointed chairperson. When Mr. Blansett was ready to retire, 
he asked Mike if he would run as a candidate to the director position 
in District 1. 91E19A5-464B 

Mike was elected to the board of directors in 1995. “This experi¬ 
ence has been very rewarding to me,” says Mike. “It has been very 
educational and I have enjoyed the opportunity to work with the 
consumers of McDonough Power Cooperative, as well as people in 
the program throughout the country working together to shape the 
direction of a changing industry. More importantly, it is an honor to 
be able to work with the fine men and women at McDonough Power 
Cooperative.” 

Mike currently serves as Vice Chairman of the McDonough Power 
Cooperative Board and Chairman of the MPC Energy Board. He is 
also Alternate Director of our statewide association, the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

He is a member of the Calvary Baptist Church where he has taught 
a High School Sunday School class for 21 years. Mike also serves on 
the McDonough County 4-H Committee and 4-H Fair Beef Superin¬ 
tendent. He is a member of the YMCA and the Macomb Country Club 
and has helped with the Macomb to Peoria St. Jude fund raising event. 
He enjoys tending a small herd of cattle. When it’s time to relax, Mike 
likes to spend time hunting and hiking in the great outdoors. 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

POWER NET GLOBAL 
Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member y 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4.00 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 
FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

Director 
Profile - 
Mike Cox 
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Map location 
game Every month we 

will have four 
map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your number 
and the page that it 
is on. If correct, you 
will win $10 credit 
on your next electric 
bill. 

N 
* 

MIIICU HI 
The stars and stripes of the American Flag hold a place of pride in 

the hearts of Americans. We hold dear our flag as the symbol of 
our nation’s continuing struggle for freedom. Our flag has seen 

its share of bloodshed, victories and defeats as it has stood proudly 
beside our soldiers during wars against freedom. Those soldiers 
have helped to preserve our flag and what it represents. Honor our 
flag by learning how to properly display and care for this symbol of 
America. 

FLYING THE FLAG 
Display from sunrise to sunset, never allowing darkness to fall 
while the flag is raised. The flag may be displayed 24-hours a day 
if it is illuminated at night. 
Do not display during rain, sleet, snow or other inclement weather 
unless using an all-weather flag. 
Never allow the flag to touch anything below it. 
Do not store the flag where it can get dirty. 
Do not mark on or personalize the flag in any way. 
Allow the flag to fall freely. 
Hoist the flag quickly and lower it ceremoniously, never allowing 
it to touch the ground. 

FLYING AT HALF MAST 

# 

When flying the flag at half-mast, raise it first to the top and then 
lower it to half-mast (halfway between the top and bottom of the mast). 
When lowering the flag, first raise it momentarily to the top and then 
lower. On Memorial Day, the flag should be flown at half-mast until 
noon. The President of the United States may designate other days 
the flag should be displayed at half-mast. 

W 

FOLDING THE FLAG 
First fold the flag in half width-wise twice. Starting at the striped 

end, fold one corner over to make a triangle. Fold this triangle over 
and repeat until only the stars are showing. Then tuck the last piece 
inside the folds. A properly folded flag is a triangle showing the blue 
stars. For a demonstration of folding the flag properly, visit the Web 
site www.americanflags.com. 

HOWTO DISPOSE OF THE FLAG 
Never throw a flag away! When the flag is so worn it is no longer 

a fitting symbol to be displayed, destroy it in a dignified manner, 
preferably by burning the flag and burying the ashes. Many American 
Legion and VFW Chapters conduct burning ceremonies, often on Flag 
Day, June 14. Contact your local chapter about this ceremony. 
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Across the 
Manager's desk 
Jon K. Miles 

Thanks to the 
★★Women in 

I ESSI^ 

★ ★ On behalf of the directors and employees of McDonough 
Power, we want to express our most sincere “thanks” to the 
men and women serving our country in uniform, who tire¬ 

lessly keep watch over our country and protect our freedom. 
While it’s always appropriate to pause each year on July 4th to 

celebrate our freedom and to reflect on those who have fought to 
protect our homeland, we are thankful to those who, throughout 
the year, put their lives on the line. We owe them all a great debt 
of gratitude. Their service and dedication will not be forgotten. 

Have a Happy and Safe July 4th! 
Jon K. Miles 
President and CEO kM, 

Spotlight on 
McDonough 

Power Employee 
- Scott Traser 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

■ 

A Touchstone Energy’Cooperative 
The fXHuer of human connections 

During the next several months, we plan to highlight the participation and involve¬ 
ment of McDonough Power employees in the community, as well as the industry across 
the state. It speaks highly of the great group of employees who work for McDonough 
Power and their interest and commitment to the community, as well as family duties and 
responsibilities. In the busy rush of supplying power and serving our members' needs in a 
host of different ways, all of our employees wear several hats. And, it takes a considerable 
amount of patience and sacrifice to keep life in perspective, yet strive on a day-to-day 
basis to make the community a little bit better at the end of the day. Office Manager Scott Traser is cur¬ 

rently serving as President of the 
statewide Accountants Association. 

He recently conducted the Annual Meeting 
of the Accountants Association May 6-7, 
2004, in Springfield. 

Scott is a valuable asset to the coopera¬ 
tive when it comes to computer technology. 
For several years, he has had an interest 
in computers and is responsible for the 
coordination of the cooperative’s IT ca¬ 
pabilities. His experience with computer 
hardware and trouble-shooting has been 
extremely beneficial. 8213D2-830B 

ht 

2004 Accountants Annual Meeting at AIEC, May 

6-7. From left: Mike Henry, AIEC Comptroller; Rod 

Ballard, Jackson Thornton Utilities, Montgomery, 
Alabama; and Scott Traser, Office Manager at 

McDonough Power. 

In order to continue to stay abreast of the rapid and continuous changes 
in Information Technology, Scott will be attending the NISC Member In¬ 
formation Conference in September. NISC is an IT company that provides 
computer hardware and software services to electric and telecommunica¬ 
tions cooperatives. 
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Nominating 
Committee 

Met on 
June 3 

Map location 
game Every month we 

will have four 
map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your number 
and the page that it 
is on. If correct, you 
will win $10 credit 
on your next electric 
bill. 

Members of the 2004 Nominating Committee have been appointed 
by the McDonough Power Cooperative Board of Directors. The 
committee met at Chandlers in Macomb on June 3 at 7 p.m. to 

nominate candidates for election to the board of directors at the 2004 an¬ 
nual meeting of members to be held September 13 at Fellheimer Auditorium 
in Macomb. 

■ District 1 (composed of the West half of Scotland Township and East half of 
Chalmers Township in McDonough County): Brian Waller, 11238 E 1000th St., 
Macomb, IL 61455 and Keith Waller, 1418 Joseph St., Macomb, IL 61455. 

■ District 2 (composed of all Lamoine, Bethel and Industry Townships in Mc¬ 
Donough County and parts of Brooklyn, Littleton and Oakland Townships in 
Schuyler County): Wanda Foster, 1035 Invention Rd., Macomb, IL 61455. 

■ District 3 (composed of all Hire, Tennessee, Colchester and the West half of 
Chalmers Townships in McDonough County and parts of Fountain Green and 
Hancock Townships in Hancock County): Mark Beckner, 10495 E 125th St.\ 
Colchester, IL 62326 and G.R. Dorethy, 7620 N 1100th Rd., Colchester, IL 
62326.  

■ District 4 (composed of all Blandinsville, Sciota and Emmett Townships in 
McDonough County): George Sperry, 7559 N 1600th Rd., Macomb, IL 61455. 

■ District 5 (composed of the East half of Scotland and all of New Salem, Eldo¬ 
rado and Mound Townships in McDonough County and part of Harris, Farmers 
and Vermont Townships in Fulton County): Steve Hess, 19485 N 1700th Rd., 
Bushnell, IL 61422.  

■ District 6 (composed of all Macomb, Walnut Grove, Bushnell and Prairie City 
Townships in McDonough County and part of Lee in Fulton County): Jean 
Davenport, 16120 E 1700th St., Macomb, IL 61455. 

■ District 7 (composed of all Raritan and Media Townships in McDonough County 
and Point Pleasant, Swan Creek and Greenbush Townships in Warren County): 
Kenneth Diers, PO Box 34, Raritan, IL 61471 and Harold Anderson, 112 US 
Highway 67, Roseville, IL 61473. 

■ District 8 (composed of all Biggsville in Henderson County and Tompkins, 
Ellison, Roseville, Lenox, Monmouth and Spring Grove Townships in Warren 
County): Ted Munson, RR 1, Monmouth, IL 61462. 

■ District 9 (composed of Kelly, Coldbrook, Floyd and Berwick Townships in 
Warren County and parts of Galesburg, Cedar and Indian Point Townships in 
Knox County): Lauren Still, 1476 190th Ave., Cameron, IL 61423. 

The bylaws of the cooperative provide that nominations to the Board 
of Directors may be made by (1) the Nominating Committee, (2) a petition 
signed by 15 or more active members, the petition must be received at the 
principal office of the Cooperative at least 30 days before the annual meet¬ 
ing or, (3) nominations can be made from the floor at the annual meeting. 

The terms of directors from Districts 1, 3 and 7 expire this year. Direc¬ 
tors presently serving on our Board of Directors are: District 1, Michael D. 
Cox: District 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, William Pollock; District 4, Stan 
Prox; District 5, Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Jeffrey N. Moore; District 7, Mark 
Anderson; District 8. Howard Butler; and District 9, Steven Youngquist. 
Section 5. Nominations. 651A6-275A 

It shall be the duty of the board to appoint, not less than forty days 
nor more than one hundred twenty days before the date of a meeting of the 
members at which board members are to be elected, a committee on nomi¬ 
nations consisting of two members from each district in which a director is 
to be elected and one member from each of the other districts served by the 
cooperative. No member of the board may serve on such committee. The 
committee shall prepare and post at the principal office, at least thirty days 
before the meeting, a list of nominations for directors, which shall include 
at least one or more candidates for each board position to be filled by the 
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election. The secretary shall be responsible for mailing with the notice of 
the meeting or separately, but at least seven days before the date of the 
meeting, a statement of the number of board members to be elected and 
the names and addresses of the candidates nominated by the committee 
on nominations. Any fifteen or more members acting together may make 
other nominations by petition and the secretary shall post such nomina¬ 
tions at the same place where the list of nominations made by the commit¬ 
tee is posted. Nominations made by petition, in order to be valid, must be 
received at the principal office of the cooperative at least thirty days before 
the meeting. Any nomination by petition which meets the requirements of 
the bylaws shall set forth in the annual meeting notice as nominations made 
by petition and any such nominations shall appear on the official ballot. 
Nothing contained herein shall, however, prevent additional nominations 
to be made from the floor at the meeting of members. 

Bill Pollock represents members of McDonough Power Cooperative 
in District 3. He was elected to the McDonough Power board in 
August of 1978 and currently serves as Director. 

District 3 is composed of Hire, Tennessee, Colchester and the west 
half of Chalmers Townships in McDonough County and parts of Fountain 
Green and Hancock Townships in Hancock County. 

Bill was born and raised on a farm in the Industry area. He lived in 
Industry Township, attended the Industry schools and graduated from 
Industry High School. While growing up. Bill was very active in FFA, 4-H 
and was a member of the Ebenezer Methodist Church. He spent several 
summers at the local fairs helping his grandfather, George Pollock, and 
other family members with the race horses. 

Bill and his wife Mary Jane (Aten), who is also from the Industry area, 
were married in April of 1954. They moved to their current residence in 
Hancock Township, north of Tennessee, IL in 1969, where they farm and 
raise Haflinger Horses. Bill and Mary Jane have four married children 
and 11 grandchildren. Their sons Scott, Bruce and Mike live in the area 
with their families. Daughter Pam lives in Winchester, IL with her husband 
Don Hubbert and son Bryan. 

Bill really enjoys serving on the McDonough Power Board. He had the 
honor of serving as Board Chairman for five years. Bill is also a Director 
on the Soyland Board and serves as Director of the Continental Coopera¬ 
tive Services at Harrisburg, PA. 9320C9-660B 

“I have had the opportunity to serve with a great group of directors 
both past and present. We have seen a lot of changes over the year and 
I believe we have a great and positive future in meeting the needs of our 
members. We have an outstanding group of employees and management 
that are dedicated to safety and good service to our members.” 

Bill and Mary Jane are very busy attending athletic events for their 
grandchildren. They also enjoy camping, traveling, trail rides and spend¬ 
ing quality time with their families and good friends. 

Director 
Profile - 
William 
(Bill) 
Pollock 

FILL YOUR PROPANE TANK NOW 

MFC ENERGY INC, 
DENVER BLANDINSVILLE 

(309) 652-3103 or 
(800) 635-2085 

For answers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, Manager of MFC Energy 
 at Blandinsville or Jerry Ross at Denver. 

(21 7) 743-521 5 or 
(800) 213-1402 

CM 
CO 
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“Peak Alert” 
Season 

It is that time of year again when we have what is known as a “peak 
alert.” A “peak alert” is a situation whereby the cooperative asks 
all members for their assistance in controlling the demand for 

electricity when the overall demand is at a maximum. Usually, but 
not always, this situation will occur on a day when the temperature 
is 90° or above. When everyone works together, it really does make a 
difference. By reducing or controlling the peak demand of electricity, 
members can minimize the cost of wholesale power purchased by 
McDonough Power. 

When a “peak alert” is issued by our wholesale power provider, 
Soyland Power Cooperative, McDonough Power asks some commercial 
and industrial accounts, as well as some large farm operations, who 
are on interruptible rates, to interrupt their electric service. 

The “peak alert” season began on June 1 and will run through 
September 15. As mentioned earlier, temperature contributes to a 
“peak alert.” “Peak alerts” usually begin around noon and can last 
until 10:00 p.m. 10111C6P-404C 

The employees and board of directors of McDonough Power would 
like to thank everyone in advance for their cooperation. It is very much 
appreciated. 

What to do 
When the 

Power is Off 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions: 
■ Check your fuses or circuit breakers. 
■ Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, make sure they 

are in the “on” position. 
■ If you still have no power, check with your neighbor to see if he 
has power. 
■ Call the co-op office at (309) 837-1400, day or night, to report 
what you have found. If you get repeated busy signals, a widespread 
outage has probably occurred and crews will be responding. 
■ Please give the person who answers the phone the member’s name 
as it appears on the bill and the map location numbei 

OFFICE CLOSING# 
w e will be closed on Monday, July 

5 for Independence Day. We will 
reopen at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 

July 6. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY ^ 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

POWER NET SLI 
Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4.9£ 
6 second increment billing ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
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Mlatt 
McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager's 
Jon K. Miles 

Plan to 
Attend 

the 2004 
Annual 

Meeting 

Nominating 
Report 

desk I 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human cormecuom 

t’s annual meeting time again. Each member should soon 
receive the official Notice of Annual Meeting booklet encour¬ 
aging your attendance and participation in this year’s annual 
meeting. The date is set for Monday evening, September 13, 

2004, at the Macomb High School in Macomb. 
Along with receiving information regarding the financial and op¬ 

erational condition reports, members will have the opportunity to vote 
on three director positions, as well as enjoy some entertainment prior 
to this year’s meeting. Magic Mike from Rockford, Illinois will be the 
pre-meeting entertainment starting at 6:15 p.m. 5321D7-250A 

In addition, there will be two grand prize drawings this year. One 
drawing will be for a Phoenix stainless steel barbeque grill and the 
other, a drawing for six months of free electricity - up to $100 per 
month credited towards the member’s electric bill (maximum $600). 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, members of the nominating com¬ 
mittee met at Chandler’s Restaurant in Macomb, Illinois 
on June 3, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. to nominate candidates for 
election as directors at McDonough Power Cooperative’s next 

annual meeting of members to be held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
September 13, 2004. 

The following members were present: 
Keith Waller 
Brian Waller 
Ted Munson 
Lauren Still 
George Sperry 

Wanda Foster 
Jean Davenport 
Harold Anderson 
Kenneth Diers 
Steve Hess 

The committee selected the following nominees to be candidates 
for director to serve a three-year term and to be elected at the an¬ 
nual meeting. 

District # 1 - Michael Cox 
District #3 - William Pollock 
District #7 - Mark Anderson 

Any 15 or more members acting together may make other 
nominations by petition. Additional nominations for directors 
may be made from the floor at the meeting. 

Jean Davenport, Chairman 
Dated: June 3, 2004 
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“Peak 90” McDonough Power is encouraging you to remember “Peak 90” 
June 1 - September 15. We are requesting McDonough Pow¬ 
er members use major appliances or equipment before 12 
noon or after 10 p.m. This helps control our peak demand 

and allows us to pass the savings on to you. 4129D4-1122C 

Two area youths spent 
the week of June 11-18 
exploring Washington 
D.C. The students met 

with Illinois congressional 
leaders and learned about 
their government during the 
annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour. This event, sponsored 
by the electric and telephone 
cooperatives of Illinois, began 
in the late 1950s to introduce 
rural youths to government 
and cooperatives. 

Max Nash-Howe from 
Macomb and Ryan Richards 
from Colchester represented 
McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive. The students met with 

Congressman Lane 
Evans on Capitol Hill 
and were among 65 
rural Illinois youth 
leaders selected for 
the trip. In addition Max Nash-Howe (left) and Ryan Richard 
to the Capitol, stu-stopped at Gettysburg on the way t< 
dents also visited the Washington, D.C. 
Arlington National 
Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Smithsonian Mu¬ 
seums, Gettysburg Battlefields, the U.S. Holocaust Memo¬ 
rial Museum and a number of Presidential monuments 
and other historical sites. 8120SL122-832A 

In addition to taking in the sights and sounds of the 
nations capital, all the state groups convened for Rural 
Electric and Telephone Youth Day to learn from public 
figures and other inspirational speakers. 

While on the trip, the tour participants formed a “Chip- 
N-Pop Coop”. Ryan Richards was elected as co-manager 
of the coop, along with Breanne Oliver, McDonough 
Telephone’s representative. They, along with the em¬ 
ployees and the board of directors, did an excellent 
job managing the coop on this week-long trip. 

Students 
Represent 

Cooperative 
in 

Washington, 
D.C. 

Ryan Richards was appointed co-manager 
of the Chip-n-Pop Co-op by the elected 
board of directors. 
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<N 
CO ne other highlight of the “Youth to Washington” tour 

was the selection of the Illinois representative on the 
Youth Leadership Council of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA). 

Every year one of the Illinois 
^ tour participants is elected to a 12- 

j month YLC term. We are very proud 
to announce that Max Nash-Howe was 
elected as the Illinois representative 
this year. 

t To be eligible to be elected for the 
YLC, the participant must have at least 

I one year remaining in high school. Fi¬ 
nalists were selected by the tour direc¬ 
tor and chaperones on the basis of the 
application and essay. After giving a 

I speech to his peers, Max was elected 
by paper ballot on Saturday evening 
during a 
meeting of 

I all tour par- 
| ticipants. 

Max will 
I represent 

the Illinois 
.. .. . „ .... coopera- Max Nash-Howe briefly met with,. ^ , 
Senator Dick Durbin llves aur: 

ing several 
events and meetings during the year-long 
tour. These events include: 
• Youth Leadership Conference in 
Washington, D.C., July 17-21, 2004: 
• AIEC Annual Meeting in Springfield, 
July 29-30, 2004: 
• NRECA Annual Meeting in San Diego. 
CA, February 25 - March 2, 2005: 
• Illinois Electric and Telephone Coop¬ 
erative Youth Day, April of 2005. 

All expenses incurred by the YLC rep¬ 
resentative during these meetings will be 
the responsibility of the NRECA and the 

Max Nash- 
Howe- 
Illinois Youth 
Leadership 
Council Winner 

Max also introduced himself 
other state Youth Leadership 

on stage at Youth Day 2004 with the 
Council delegates. 

AIEC. 
Congratulations, Max! 

High temperature, indirect gritting 
separates Hioenixpmm all tfie rest 

WORRY FREE COOKING. . 
PERFECT MEALS - EVERY TIME 

STORE HOURS AKD PHONE HERE 

Map location 
game Every month we 

will have four 
map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, 
call our office and 
identify your number 
and the page that it 
is on. If correct, you 
will win $10 credit 
on your next electric 
bill. 
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ft NET GLMML 
OifflMAfHoiiitiMailM 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join NO monthly fees 
FREE calling cards NO monthly premiums 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - NO term agreements 

no surcharge) NO codes to dial 
FREE 800 number NO fly-by-night 

Same rate as standard calls operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 

TT 

■fii )l 0 
MUIIS our OFSmE 

We Need Your Help to Assure Safety with Service Disconnections 
In the past it has been common practice to allow electricians to make a tempo¬ 

rary disconnection of the electric meter. Due to safety concerns and liability issues, 
McDonough Power can no longer allow unauthorized personnel to remove/replace 

electric meters/seals of the cooperative. 
If you plan to do electrical work at your home, farm or business that will require the 

temporary disconnection of electricity to complete the work, please notify the office regarding 
the work and advise your electrician of the need to contact the cooperative to coordinate the 
disconnection, at least 24 hours in advance of the disconnection. 7413B4A-604A 

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, but the safety of you, your electrician 
and the general public is very important to us. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance concerning this matter. 

Jon K. Miles, President and CEO 
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Across the 
Manager's desk T 
Jon K. Miles 

What Does It 
Take to Have 
a Successful 

jinual Meeting? 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

I he annual meeting is a big event that takes a considerable 
amount of planning and coordination throughout the year. 

Plans are well underway for the McDonough Power Co¬ 
operative Annual Meeting to be held on Monday, September 13, 
2004, at the Macomb High School. 

This year’s annual meeting will include reports concerning 
the financial condition of your cooperative, as well as the outside 

operation and construction activities during the past year. In addition to 
the usual reports, several employees will be recognized for their years 
of service to the cooperative and its subsidiary MPC Energy. This year’s 
entertainment will include Magic Mike. He will liven up the audience and 
get the meeting started off on the right foot promptly at 6:15 p.m. Come 
early and get a good seat. 525HH110-950B 

My administrative assistant, Dawn Beck, is primarily responsible for 
organizing the meeting, along with cooperation and assistance of all em¬ 
ployees on the day of the meeting. A good meeting doesn’t just happen, it 
takes teamwork, and I believe we have an excellent team working together 
to make your annual meeting a success. 

Membership attendance and participation is important. You will have 
the opportunity to ask questions and receive an answer. If you have ques¬ 
tions or suggestions to improve what your cooperative is doing, or not 
doing, please feel free to say so. It’s your cooperative - and your attendance 
and participation is needed and encouraged. That’s what it takes to make 
an annual meeting a success. 

See you there! 

Labor Day means a lot of different things to different people. To McDonough 
Power, it’s more than the end of summer and the beginning of the school 

year. It’s a time to salute you, the members and owners of McDonough Power. 
As a member and owner, you are part of a special network that is 
dedicated to providing efficient and economical electric service. 
7321A7-600A 

Working hard, meeting challenges, 
and helping the community grow and 
prosper are the key ingredients that 
make electric co-ops succeed in 
whatever they do. 

Please join the folks at Mc¬ 
Donough Power and salute the work 
of your electric co-op in the community. 
So, enjoy Labor Day and be proud of 
your accomplishments as well. 

McDonough Power will be closed 
on Monday, September 6 in observance of 
Labor Day. We will reopen at 8:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, September 7. 

SEPTEMBER 2004 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 
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Spotlight 
on Your 

Cooperative 
and Its 

Employees in 
the Community 

A recent discussion with the parent of our Youth Tour winner to 
Washington, D.C. brought about a renewed awareness of the value 
of a locally owned cooperative and the benefits it provides to rural 

communities. 
Many members may be unaware that the most significant benefit 

your cooperative provides is the collective association of people coming 
together cooperatively to provide electric service to nearly 5,000 meters 
scattered across parts of seven counties. 

Other benefits can also be found. For example, your employees play 
various roles within the community to promote and assist where pos¬ 
sible. Many employees have coached ball teams, or served on various 

community clubs, organizations, and church boards/ 
committees. Other employees have participated in area 
economic development activities and fundraisers, and 
support the local 4-H and various agriculture clubs. It’s 
what your cooperative and its employees are all about. 

Pictured left are McDonough Power Coop. Member Services and 
Accountant Lynn Cavett and his two sons Jack and Max. Lynn 
coached the Mid America Major League Team, ages 9 to 12. 
They finished a successful baseball program this past summer 
and Lynn was there to help coach the boys the fundamentals 
of baseball. 

How to Protect 
Your Child 

From Electrical 
Accidents 

The tendency of small children to stick their fingers in places where 
they don’t belong can sometimes create a problem for mom or dad. 
But the result can be much more serious - in the form of a pain¬ 

ful experience, or even a fatality - when children poke around electrical 
outlets. 

To prevent your child from receiving an electrical shock, the Leviton 
Institute suggests that you cover exposed electrical outlets with protec¬ 
tive devices. There are many types to choose from, including outlet caps 
that completely close off unused outlets, tamper-resistant outlets, and 
tamper-resistant wall plates and adaptors. The latter allow you to use 
an outlet, while preventing a child from poking fingers, pencils, or other 
objects inside of it. 

A favorite target of babies and toddlers are power cords, which they 
are apt to place in their mouths and chew. Consequently, parents should 
replace a worn or frayed electrical cord with one of an appropriate length. 
An even better idea is to keep young children away from cords altogether, 
since a child can actually choke on as little as 12-inches of cord. 101E8C8- 

Map location 
game 

Every month we 
will have four 

map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, call 
our office and identify 
your number and the 
page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY 

408C 
Children also love to tug on loose electrical cords. As a result, they 

can knock over a lamp, appliance, or telephone, and injure themselves 
in the process. To prevent these types of accidents, the Leviton Institute 
suggests that all cords be placed out of the reach of small hands. 

Here are additional safety tips to help protect your child from in¬ 
jury: 
■ Make sure there’s a light bulb in every lamp socket. 
■ When portable fans, clothes irons, space heaters, and the like are not 

in use, be sure to unplug them and put them away. 
■ If your fuse boxes are within reach of a small child, padlock them 

shut, and place the key in a safe place accessible only to adults. 
■ Use extension cords only for temporary power, not as substitutes for 

well-placed receptacles. 
■ Use nightlights to illuminate darkened areas of your home. 
■ Use a switch extender wall plate that helps youngsters reach wall 

switches to turn lights on and off. 
As the saying goes, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

That’s especially true when it comes to home electricity. 
Source: The Leviton Institute 
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It’s back-to-school time across America. For parents, it’s a bitter¬ 
sweet reminder of the passage of time as we watch our children 
grow and become increasingly independent. It’s also a time when 

we think about their safety. 
Your electric cooperative shares that con 

cern. That’s why so many are looking out for 
the safety of our children. With the begin¬ 
ning of every school year, thousands of 
co-op line workers are keeping an eye out 
for children on their way to or from school. 
Sometimes it means helping a disabled school 
bus. Frequently, it means using their mobile 
communication devices to report a problem or 
a suspicious occurrence in a neighborhood. And 
always it means being there to lend a hand, whatever the problem. 

Being committed to the community you serve means making 
the decision that service to the community involves more than just 
making sure your electric service is reliable. Even in these days when 
electric utilities are faced with competition that’s getting tougher ev¬ 
ery day. Going the extra mile in consumer and community service is 
standard operating procedure for an electric cooperative. It has to 
be that way because electric cooperatives are fundamentally different 
than for-profit electric utilities. 

Every day, we hear reports of other utility companies closing their 
local offices and moving out of town in order to save money. When 
that happens, their customers have to do business long distance, 
frequently talking to people hundreds and sometimes thousands of 
miles away. Your local electric cooperative is different. Our first obli¬ 
gation is to our consumers. You can still stop by the local office and 
talk to someone you know about any part of your service. And when 
you call your electric cooperative, you’ll speak to someone nearby 
who knows your community and what’s happening in it. 12133B4A- 
1058B 

Being a local cooperative means doing business close to home. 
Because our consumers are also our owners, the cooperative gives 
first consideration to what’s in the consumers’ best interest. So, 
someone will always be nearby that you can talk to about any aspect 
of your electric service. 

At first glance, it may seem that there is little connection between 
school kids waiting for their bus and the line crew in the local co¬ 
op’s truck. But look again. Those line crews working on utility poles 
probably have kids waiting for their school bus alongside yours. 
Making sure all our children stay safe is part of what holds local 
communities together and it is part of the work your local electric 
cooperative takes pride in every day. 

School Days 
CM 
CO 

“Peak 90” 
icDonough Fow¬ 
ler is encourag¬ 

ing you to remember 
“Peak 90” June 1 
- September 15. We 
are requesting that 
McDonough Power 
members use major 
appliances or equip¬ 
ment before 12 noon 
or after 10 p.m. This 
helps control our 
peak demand and 
allows us to pass the 
savings on to you. 

FILL YOUR PROPANE TANK NOW 

MPC ENERGY. INC 
BLANDIIMSVILLE 

(309) 652-31 03 or 
(800) 635-2085 

DENVER 
(21 7) 743-521 5 or 

(800) 213-1 402 

For answers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, Manager of MPC Energy 
at Blandinsville or Jerry Ross at Denver 
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Don’t Let 
Your Guard 

Down 
- Harvest 

Safety 

If you’re a farmer, details weigh on your mind this time of year.. .such 

as money, weather, and the other factors vital to your livelihood. 

However, the most important concern is safety. Tragedy can occur 

in that flash of an instant when you let your guard down, take a short 

cut, or overlook basic safety rules. To ensure future harvests, always 

work the safe way. 

Here are a few reminders: 

o 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Watch out for overhead power lines when you’re working with 

tall equipment, such as grain augers. 

Wear appropriate protective equipment and clothing. 

Make sure your helpers are familiar with the equipment they 

are using. 

Shut off power before fixing or unclogging machines. 

Keep extended machinery away from power pole guy wires, so 

you don’t snag the wire and bring the pole down. 

Keep all machinery shields in place. 

Don’t let your guard down, no matter how busy your harvest 

time is. 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 
sTB tm 

Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

ET GLOBAL 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4.00 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • P0 Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

6 second increment billing 

Name: 

Street: 

City: 

Social Security Number_ 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: .Zip:. 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( 

Services Desired: 

J 
Current Carrier: 

_)  

Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 
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Across 
the 
Manager's 

Directors 
Review and 

Discuss 
Possible 

Rate 
Structure 

Changes in 
2005 

Jon K. Miles 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

It is important to note that several factors contribute to McDonough Power’s 
retail rates. The two key components influence those rates considerably: 
wholesale power cost and member density. While the cooperative’s whole¬ 

sale power contracts have been in place for some time, the contracts are set 
to expire at the end of 2008. Between now and the end of 2008, McDonough 
Power Cooperative, through its generation and transmission cooperative, is ag¬ 
gressively pursuing various power supply options. Those options may include 
participation in new generation projects. 

The second driving force in member rates is the distribution system cost. 
This is the cost of building and maintaining the "highway” system of electric 
lines and poles. Distribution costs are directly related to member density, oth¬ 
erwise known as the ratio of “number of members per mile of line.” As more 
members are served by a particular section of line, the average cost to serve 
each member decreases. As a rural distribution system, McDonough Power 
has only 3.5 members per mile of line. In comparison, an IOU has 40 or more 

customers per mile.9320D4-660B 
In recent years, consumer growth at McDonough Power has been very slow. 

Additionally, the loss of the cooperative’s largest retail load, Freeman Coal, has 
resulted in a significant reduction in sales and revenue. A portion of expense 
is spread across each kilowatt-hour that is sold. When a member leaves the 
system, those sales are gone and the ability to recover costs through those kilo¬ 
watt-hours is also gone. The result is that those costs are then spread across 
the remaining consumer base. While the system finds it easier to absorb the 
loss of small consumers, the problem is magnified many times over when it is 
a load the size of Freeman Coal. 

The McDonough Power Board of Directors has spent a considerable amount 
of time reviewing a detailed cost of service study that models the cost of serving 
each member class (residential, commercial and industrial) and it will be used 
to determine the appropriate amount of revenue required to cover those cost 
categories. 

Our members often ask, “Am I paying my share of the costs or am I subsi¬ 
dizing another rate class?” During the rate review, McDonough Power seeks to 
address that question by ensuring that existing rate classes are reflective of the 
member in a specific rate class, that rates within those classes are appropriate, 
and to develop new rates should they be needed. 

McDonough Power has begun a rate study and expects to complete the review 
early next year. As the cooperative undertakes this process, two area meetings 
will be scheduled to discuss rates and gather input from members. Meeting 

announcements containing dates, times, and locations will be printed in the 
center section of the Illinois Country Living magazine in the near future. The 
meetings will focus on two issues, the monthly minimum, and the purchased 
power and added cost (PPAC). 

Based on the board’s review of the facts, as well as discussions and in¬ 
put from members, the board will decide if and when to implement any rate 
changes. 

As with any business, the cost of serving the membership changes over 
time and rates need to be reviewed every few years to be sure they are properly 
reflecting current costs. 
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Fall Into a 
New Habit 

With daylight savings coming this fall, you should remem¬ 
ber to change something other than your clock. The Na¬ 
tional Fire Protection Association (NFPA) recommends 

that you change the batteries in your smoke detector. According 
to NFPA, smoke detectors have reduced the number of home 
fire deaths by half since they were installed in homes during 
the 1970s. Ninety-five percent of the homes have at least one 
smoke detector. Unfortunately, a third of those smoke alarms 
won’t sound due to dead, missing, or disconnected batteries, 
according to NFPA. 

While changing your batteries this fall, keep these other 
smoke alarm tips from NFPA in mind: 
• Don’t paint the smoke alarm or place decoration near it, 
which might cause it not to work properly. 
• Test smoke alarms monthly by using the alarm’s “test but¬ 
ton. 5312CPT74-950A 
• Replace the batteries for your smoke alarm every fall or when 
the alarm “chirps.” 
• Regularly clean your smoke alarm to keep it in proper work¬ 
ing order. 
• Your smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 years. 
• Never “borrow” a battery from a smoke alarm. 

Map 
Location 

Game Every month we 
will have four 
map location 

numbers hidden 
throughout the Watts 
New. If you find your 
map location number, 
call our office and 
identify your number 
and the page that it is 
on. If correct, you will 
win $10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

WORRY FREE COOKING... 
PERFECT MEALS - EVERY TIME 

MPC Energy 
1200 E. Washington St., Blandinsville, IL 

61420 • (800) 635-2085 or (309) 652-3103 

The Premier Gas Grill 

High temperature, indirect grilling 
separates Phoenix from all the rest 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com y 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ OCTOBER 2004 



Celebrating Co-Ops and Their 
Contributions This month, the nation’s 900 electric cooperatives join the more 

than 40,000 cooperatives around the country to celebrate 
National Co-op Month. The cooperative form of business is 

making a difference in all aspects of life - utilities, housing, agricul¬ 
ture, health care, banking, insurance, and childcare. Cooperatives 
serve 120 million members, or four in 10 Americans. 

Electric cooperatives, like all cooperative forms of business, are 
locally owned and operated. The fact that we are a locally owned 
company - owned by the consumers we serve - keeps us focused 
on your needs and local priorities. 

McDonough Power Cooperative is a local business, owned by the 
people it serves. That means conducting business through a locally 
elected board of directors and an annual meeting where policy is 
proposed and voted on by consumers. It’s the “people” part - the 
personal involvement, the grassroots activities - that characterize 
what electric co-ops are all about. 

McDonough Power’s commitment to you begins with helping 
you keep your electric bill as low as possible. We deliver service to 
you at the cost of service. There are no hidden fees and no profits 
for investors in faraway cities. Any money that is left over stays 
in our community and is put to work strengthening the economic 
wellbeing of our towns and neighborhoods.443B1-262C 

People who know the community resolve questions about service 
and billing locally. 

Because electric co-ops are so closely linked to their communi¬ 
ties, there are countless examples of activities that have the “co¬ 
op touch”: conducting safety programs at schools: helping elderly 
citizens when they are in need; sponsoring events at local fairs; 
working with community organizations to get new businesses or 
new housing started; participating with civic groups in developing 
and improving health-care and crime-watch programs; the list goes 
on and on. 

It is precisely because McDonough Power is a local business, 
owned by its member-consumers and staffed by local professionals 
that it is in a good position to listen and respond to your needs. All 
these things - helping consumers save energy, economic develop¬ 
ment, and volunteerism - point to one thing: your electric co-op and 
its staff are more than just an electric utility. They are an integral 
part of the community. That’s why electric co-ops will continue to 
do everything they can to improve the quality of life in your com¬ 
munity. 

Why would an electric utility be involved in these kinds of activi¬ 
ties? Because McDonough Power has always played an important 
role in our communities. Service means not only making sure the 
electricity is flowing but also making sure that the community and 
its citizens are thriving and prospering. 

Service means helping friends, neighbors, and business col¬ 
leagues on Main Street and nearby - the people you see on a day- 
to-day basis. Service means reaching toward new horizons to make 
life better for everyone. 

McDonough Power is a company that cares about the people it 
serves. That service goes a long way beyond keeping the lights on. 
It’s neighbors helping neighbors. That’s what it’s all about - that’s 
the electric co-op tradition. 
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Trick or Treat 

'4t 

Keep these safety suggestions 
in mind by the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission be¬ 
fore you start your Halloween 
planning. 
• Be sure the costume fits 
properly and allows the child to 
see through a mask and not trip 
over a costume. Only buy cos¬ 
tumes that are flame-resistant 
or flame-retardant (the fabric 
will resist burning and will be 
extinguished quickly). 
• For greater visibility, decorate 
or trim costumes and bags with 
reflective tape that will glow in 
the beam of a car’s headlights. 
Reflective tape is usually available 

in hardware or craft stores. 
• Children should carry flash¬ 
lights to see and be seen. 
• Swords, knives, and similar 
costume accessories should be 
made of soft, flexible material. 
• Examine the treats carefully 
for evidence of tampering before 
allowing children to eat sweets or 
play with toys. 
• Keep candles and jack-o’-lan¬ 
terns away from landings and 
doorsteps where costumes could 
brush against the flames. 
• Remove obstacles from lawns, 
steps, and porches when expect¬ 
ing trick-or-treaters. 527SG12- 
950B 

Stay in touch with friends and tamily and save money with PowerNet Global. 

POWER GLOBAL 
Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! lL 
FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

6 second increment billing ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: 
(1-800) 381-2101 
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^ Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager's desk 

I 
Jon K. Miles 

Cost of Service 
tudy Meetings 

Scheduled 

n last month’s column, I reported on the board of director’s 
progress concerning the cost of service study and a pos¬ 
sible change in rates due to increased costs. The recent 

study indicates that the monthly minimum does not reflect 
the cost of service for each metered location. As of this date, 
the board has not yet taken action to make any changes in 
rates or the monthly minimum. 

In an effort to communicate the board’s discussion to the member¬ 
ship, the board authorized me to schedule two area meetings to provide 
a forum to review and discuss the cost of service study and to gather 
input from members regarding the purchased power additional cost 
(PPAC) and the monthly minimum. 

In this month’s center section, you will find a special meeting notice 
to discuss these matters in early November in Macomb and Monmouth. 
I hope you will make plans to attend these meetings to hear and par¬ 
ticipate in the discussion. 6326WWT-750B 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

McDonough Power Sends Linemen to Alabama B1 

I 
efore Hurricane Ivan reached land, four linemen from 
McDonough Power Cooperative loaded their gear and 
enough clothing for a two-week stay and were on their 

way south, responding to the call for help to rebuild heavily 
damaged lines left in the aftermath of the hurricane. 

Rural electric cooperatives in Illinois sent nearly 100 
linemen who volunteered to travel to Baldwin Electric Cor¬ 
poration located along the Gulf of Mexico. The cooperative 
serves nearly 55,000 consumers in two counties. Assistance 

from northern states, such as Illinois, was needed since most 
of the southeastern cooperatives had already been called in to assist 
Florida in the restoration efforts following Hurricane Charley. 

I am proud of these men who met the call for help and accepted 
the challenge of assisting 
cooperative members in the 
south. I appreciate the men 
and their families for making 
the sacrifice to serve others. 
I know the work involves a 
number of dangerous ele¬ 
ments, not to mention some 
added dangers such as alliga¬ 
tors and venomous snakes in 
high water. It’s great to know 
that this type of mutual aid 
plan is in place should we 
ever need assistance here at Left t0 n9fjt - *Doug Bear, *Gary Budreau, Jim Wilson, 

inooftriT ooer' *lke Hinton< Tim Norton, Ron Paulsen, *Elmer Nelson nome. IUZZOU /-. *indjcates ijnemen wh0 went t0 Alabama. 
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ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING NOVEMBER 2004 

President/CEO Jon Miles told members that 
crews will be focusing on improving reliability 
through tree trimming over the next few 
years. “Trees, and animals that like to climb 
to the top of our poles, are the main source 
of service outages and reliability issues for 
the co-op. They cause a lot of unnecessary 
outages and we are taking steps to minimize 
the problem as best and as quickly as we 
can,” he said. - 

The re-elected board members are pictured with 
President/CEO Jon Miles. Standing from left are Michael 
Cox of Macomb, William Pollock of Colchester and Mark 
Anderson of Roseville. 

Board Chairman Jerry Riggins 
laughs at a joke before 
getting down to business 
and telling members about 
the happenings of the co-op 
over the past year. 

These audience members were in a continuous fit of 
laughter as they watched Magic Mike perform. Magic Mike kept this member 

in suspense as he prepared 
to “saw-off” his head! 

\ 5 C # 



CM 
co Crawling around your attic or basement may not be your idea of 

how to spend a beautiful fall day. However, a simple check of 
these areas may help you save real money when cold weather 

arrives. And while you’re at it, remember to check any crawl spaces 
and the foundation of your home. 

■ ATTIC - Remember that vents must be left open to allow moisture 
to escape from the attic. Therefore, adequate ceiling insulation is a ne¬ 
cessity. Carefully examine the insulation. How much and what 
type of insulation do you have? Make written notes so that if 
you need to talk to “energy experts" about improvements, 
you can tell them what is currently installed. 

■ BASEMENT - When the basement is used for pur¬ 
poses other than storage, the walls and windows should 
be insulated. If the basement is used only for storage, 
the duct work and the floor above should be insulated 
and the basement left unheated. 3217B7-534C 

■ CRAWL SPACE VENTS - Vents should be closed 
during the winter unless the furnace is in the crawl 
space or there is a moisture problem. If vents cannot 
be closed, insulating panels can be inserted. Vents 
may remain closed during the summer if there is 
no moisture problem. 

■ MOBILE HOME AND MANUFACTURED HOUSING 
FOUNDATIONS - Insulated skirting should be installed 
to reduce airflow and raise the temperature below the structure. 

Look for Lost 
Energy Dollars 
in Your Attic 
and Basement 

■ BASEMENT FOUNDATIONS (HOUSES) - A warm basement space 
provides warmer floors above. Most basements are primarily heated 
by the heat lost from the furnace and duct work. Heat lost from the 
basement is just as expensive as heat loss from an upstairs room. 
To reduce heat loss, install storm windows, caulk the sill joint, and 
insulate the basement walls. 8213D9-830C 

Don’t wait for winter winds to blow the dollars out of your wallet. 
Call your electric cooperative today to find out how you can take advan¬ 
tage of these and other energy-saving ideas for your home. Remember: 
Your electric cooperative can help you cut your electric bill. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Your cooperative will be closed 

Thursday, November 11 in honor 
of Veterans Day. 

The Cooperative office will also be closed on Thurs¬ 
day and Friday, Nov. 25 and 26, to observe the 

Thanksgiving Holiday with family and friends. 

FILL YOUR PROPANE TANK NOW 

BLANDINSVILLE 
(309) 652-31 03 or 

(800) 635-2085 
(21 7) 743-521 5 or 

(800) 213-1 402 

For answers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, Manager of MFC Energy 
at Blandinsville or Jerry Ross at Denver  

NOVEMBER 2004 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership 

Map location 
game 

Eery month we 
rill have four 

map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, call 
our office and identify 
your number and the 
page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

There will be two area meetings held to discuss pos¬ 
sible rate changes. Please plan to attend the meeting 

that is more convenient. 

NOVEMBER 8, 2 
7:00 p.m. at the VFW, 1200 E Jefferson, Macomb. 

NOVEMBER 9, 2004 
7:00 p.m. at the Farm Bureau Building, 
1000 N. Main, Monmouth. 

Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 

POWER WET BLOBAL 
Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join NO monthly fees 
FREE calling cards NO monthly premiums 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - NO term agreements 

no surcharge) NO codes to dial 
FREE 800 number NO fly-by-night 

Same rate as standard calls operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4s9C 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • PC Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Name: 

Street: _ 

City: 

Social Security Number_ 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

State: Zip:. Current Carrier: 

_)   Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  (  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed 

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance sen/ices provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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MisMm 
McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
Manager's desk 
Jon K. Miles 

Department of 
Transportation 

Rules Could 
ICause Problems 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 
The pou’er of human connections 

cDonough Power Cooperative continues to work 
with the new Hours of Service Rules from the De¬ 
partment of Transportation (DOT) that will signifi¬ 

cantly affect the electric utility industry. 
Initially, the law targeted over the road drivers who 

typically drive continuously for hours at a time across the 
country delivering goods and services. The intent of the law 

was good because the goal was to make highways safer by ensuring 
that drivers receive needed rest. Unfortunately, the language in the 
bill was broad enough to include electric utilities. 

Unlike an over the road driver, our drivers do not drive for hours 
at a time in our service area. Driving between service call locations 
is rarely more than a one hour drive time and then workers exit the 
trucks to perform the necessary work. Workers complete their work 
and they drive to the next location and so on. 

In major storm situations, our crews will work about a 16-hour 
day before being sent home. However, if it is determined that work¬ 
ers can complete work in an area by extending that period for an 
hour or so, the operating supervisor may allow the men to finish 
their work before retiring for the day. 

The law limits the number of hours for our drivers to 15 hours. 
After 15 hours, workers are sent home until they receive the required 
continuous 8-hour period of rest. Often times in major storm situ¬ 
ations it becomes necessary to work long hours to restore service, 
and again, the driving time is normally very short between outage 
locations. 6322B3-212B 

The new rules will certainly complicate restoration efforts, unless 
an emergency is declared by the state or federal government, which 
in effect would temporarily suspend the rules. The changes went into 
effect last January and since then have gone through several months 
of extensions waiting for a final fix by congress through legislation 
contained in the federal highway reauthorization bill, HR 3550. 

Through the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, our 
statewide association, McDonough Power Cooperative has continued 
to urge our congressional representatives as well as work with the 
Illinois Department of Transportation to request an emergency (5- 
day) exemption from the hours of service rule. 

OFFICE We will be closed Friday, December 24 in 
observance of Christmas. We will also be 

closed Friday, December 31 for the New Year. 
Everyone at McDonough Power wishes you a 
safe and happy holiday season! 
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McDonough Power has sponsored a balloon in the Macomb 
Balloon Rally for the last five years. “I feel it is a great event 
for Macomb and achieves one of our coop’s core values of 

community involvement,” say Member Service Representative Lynn 
Cavett. This year we sponsored Betsy Kleis for the second year. 

She hails from the Champagne 
area and has been wonderful to 
host and to assist as part of her 
ground crew. 

Last year we began a tradition 
of trying to give one of our mem¬ 
bers a ride. In 2003, Shelly Ward 
of Wesley Village received a flight. 
This year Rick Battles, Manager 
of Pioneer Seed, and his wife, 
Patty, flew on a beautiful Friday 
evening, which marked the begin¬ 
ning of a beautiful two-day festival 

of balloons over Macomb. 
10136B1-416A 

McDonough Power is 
proud to be a part of 
keeping the Macomb 
Balloon Rally aloft and 
plans to continue using 
it for better community 
relations as well as a 
benefit to our member¬ 
ship. 

Lynn Cavett helps 
inflate the balloon. 

2004 
Balloon 

Rally 

Rick and Patty Battles 
prepare for their Friday 
evening flight as Macomb 
launches the 2004 Balloon 
Rally. 

Winter Pet 
Safety 

Map location 
game 

Every month we 
will have four 

map location num¬ 
bers hidden through¬ 
out the Watts New. If 
you find your map 
location number, call 
our office and identify 
your number and the 
page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win 
$10 credit on your 
next electric bill. 

Our furry friends need some extra care in the chilly winter 
season, so keep these tips in mind for a healthy pet: 

■ Don’t keep your pets outside for very long. They can get frostbite 
and hypothermia just like us. 

■ If you have an outdoor dog provide him extra food and a shelter 
with bedding. He will need more calories to produce body heat 
and have a healthy warm coat. 

■ It is a good idea to bang on your hood or honk your horn be¬ 
fore you start your car in the morning. Outdoor cats and other 
animals will crawl up near the engine for warmth and shelter. 
The moving parts from the started engine can cause harm to the 
animals hidden under the hood. 

■ Keep your eye out for antifreeze puddles. It tastes good to pets, 
but is deadly. A tablespoon can kill a cat and a half a cup can 
be fatal to a 25-pound dog, according to the National Humane 
Education Society. 4412C4-562C 

■ Wipe off your pet’s paws when coming inside. Rock salt can be 
abrasive to an animal’s paw and burn the pet’s mouth if they 
lick their paws. 

Source: National Human Education Society; City of Lynn Police De¬ 
partment; Town of Richmond Hill; Fayetteville Animal Shelter. 
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Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, tasteless, invisible gas that 
each year claims more than 2,100 lives, according to the Jour¬ 
nal oj the American Medical Association. Additionally, the U.S. 

Consumer Products Safety Commission reports approximately 10,000 
people annually seek medical attention for unintentional CO poisoning 
caused by a house-related appliance. 
SOURCE OF CARBON MONOXIDE 
■ Fuel-burning household appliances are potential sources of CO 

poisoning. Follow the manufacturer’s recommended maintenance 
schedule for these appliances to be working properly. 

■ Do not leave your vehicle idling in an attached garage. The CO gas 
can seep into your home through doors and floorboards. 

SYMPTOMS OF CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING 
■ Dizziness, severe headaches, nausea, sleepiness, fatigue/weakness, 

and disorientation or confusion. 
■ High concentration levels of CO can be fatal in a matter of minutes. 
PREVENTION 
■ Install CO Alarms with a battery backup on every level of a home and 

in sleeping areas. 
■ If a CO alarm sounds in your home, never ignore it. Get our family 

out of the house immediately and open the windows to allow the CO 
to dissipate. 7212C3-112A 

■ Call emergency personnel from a neighbor’s home or a cell phone 
once you are out of the home. 

Source: Kiddie; U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commission; Journal 
of the American Medical Association. 

Carbon 
Monoxide: 
It’s Odorless 
and Deadly 

3. In How the Grinch Stole Christmas, what biological shortcoming made the Grinch 

so mean?  
4. Who tells you she’s in town by tap, tap, tappin' at your windowpane?  

5. What is the biggest selling Christmas single of all time?  
6. What was Scrooge’s first name?  
7. Where was I when I saw Mommy kissing Santa Claus? _ 
8. What was the name of Rudolph’s dogsled driving friend? 
9. Who said “God Bless Us, Every One!”?  
10. What carol contains the line “O tidings of comfort and joy”?  
11. In The Night Before Christmas I sprang from my bed to see what? 
12. Name the three reindeer whose names begin with a “D”.  

13. In the song “Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer” what did Grandma go to get? 

14. What was the first gift my true love sent on the sixth day of Christmas? 

15. In what city did the Miracle on 34th Street take place?  

16. In The Night Before Christmas, where were the stockings hung? 

17. What is the last ghost called in A Christmas Carol? 
18. What color is the Grinch? 

19. What was Rudolph’s punishment for his red nose?  
20. In a Charlie Brown Christmas, who plays the dusty innkeeper in the Christmas play? 

(see page for 16d the answers) 

<N 
co 
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Open to all residents- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 
ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 

FREE to join 
FREE calling cards 
(12.9 cents per min. anytime - 

no surcharge) 
FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 

NO monthly fees 
NO monthly premiums 
NO term agreements 
NO codes to dial 
NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 
6 second increment billing 

■ IIP v 
ALL CALLS IN ILLINOIS 

4.9C 
ALL CALLS OUT OF STATE 

For additional information, call: (1-800) 301-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative • P0 Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

AJNESWERS 
1. Santa Claus 
2. Uncle Billy 
3. His heart was two sizes too small 
4. Suzy Snowflake 
5. “White Christmas” 
6. Ebenezer 

8. Yukon Cornelius 
9. Tiny Tim 
10. “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 
11. What was the matter 
12. Dasher, Bonder, Dancer 
13. Her medication 

14.Six geese a-laying 
15. New York 
16. By the chimney 
17. The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 
18. Green 
19. Could not play in reindeer games 
20. Pigpen 

Name:  Social Security Number  

Street: Estimated Monthly Usage  

City:   State: Zip: Current Carrier:  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  ( ) -  

Services Desired: Outbound SOOTravel Cards - Number of cards needed   

/ hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested 
will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  
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Stay in touch with friends and family and save money with PowerNet Global. 
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