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Pictured above is Joe Killday, Pike County 
Area Serviceman, and Suzanne Worthington, 
Executive Director of the Pike County Red 
Cross. The Pike County Red Cross received 
a donation of $1,000 from your Members’ 

Fund. Since March of 2000, the Members’ 
Fund has donated more than $104,804.26 to 
local schools, families in distress, and local 
charities. The following pages will give you 
more details on the fund. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
1-800-468-4732 
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Note from Jenissa Ezard, 
Director of Marketing 

Member’s Fund 

I am the person who gets to deliver the 
Member Fund checks and take the pictures. 
It is a great honor to get to meet all of the in¬ 
dividuals involved in so many great charities 
and organizations throughout our service ter¬ 
ritory. (Of course, I have the easy job because 
everyone likes the person who brings the 
check!) I think the Members’ Fund is a great 
representation of the cooperative way of life. 
It is local people helping other local people. 

I have attended Boy Scout meetings, 
met many children in the area schools (our 
Members’ Fund money has helped them get 
computers, school books, library books and 
more), visited churches, preschools, local 
fire departments, local organizations, local 
YMCA’s, and much, much more! In today’s 
busy world, it is so nice to meet the people of 
our communities that find the time to help oth¬ 
ers. And it is all thanks to you, the members 
of the Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative Mem¬ 
bers’ Fund - you are the ones participating in 
these organizations and giving to these great 
organizations! 

I look forward to continuing to deliver 
these checks, and to meet many more of our 
members in our service area! 

We began our Illinois Rural Electric Mem¬ 
bers’ Fund in March of 2000. Members who 
participate in the program have their monthly 
electric bill rounded to the nearest dollar. For 
example, if the bill is $86.78, the member pays 
an even $87 and the 22 cents goes into the 
fund. This extra money is put in the Members’ 
Fund, and donations are made to charities 
and organizations throughout the coopera¬ 
tive’s service area. Since the beginning, the 
fund has distributed more than $104, 804.26 
to local schools, families in distress, and local 
charities. This is all thanks to you, the mem¬ 
ber! We wanted to share the list of how some 
of these funds were distributed. 

American Legion Post 441, Bluffs 

Cancer Society for Relay for Life/Greene 

County Senior Citizens 

American Heart Association of Pike County 

Manchester Methodist Church 

Blessing Hospice-Pike County 

South County Library 

Athensville Baptist Church 

Winchester United Methodist Church 

Pike County Cancer 

Red Cross of Scott County 

Manchester Baptist Church 

All Saints Youth Group, Roodhouse 

Learning in Love Preschool, Greenfield 

Scott County Unmet Needs 

Farm Safety for Kids - Pike County 

YMCA of North Greene County 

Newspaper in Education 

Scott County Food Pantry 

Jacksonville AMBUCS 

Scott County Historical Society 

Brussels Elementary School 

Western Illinois 4-H Camp 

Alsey Baptist Church 

Meredosia City Rescue Squad 

American Cancer Society of Greene County 

Salvation Army 
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Carrollton District #1 Foundation 

Winchester Soccer Club 

Brussels Legion 

Determined Detroiters 4-H 

American Cancer Society of Pike County 

United Methodist Church - Winchester 

Blessing Hospice 

Milton Youth League 

Bluffs PTC 

Western IL Farm Safety 4 Just Kids 

Greene County 4-H & Extension Foundation 

Griggsville Fire Department 

American Legion Post #442 

Koinonia Retreat Center 

District #1 Foundation for Quality Education, 

Carrollton 

Pleasant Hill Community Unit School 

St. Mary’s School, Brussels 

Greenpond Activity Fund 

Pike County 4-H Extension 

St. Matthew LWML/Dorcas Society 

Scott County Unmet Needs 

The Village of Time 

Bluffs PTO 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Calhoun County Relay for Life 

Kane Methodist Church 

Winchester E.M.S. 

Pikeland Unit 10 Foundation 

Carrollton FFA 

Twin Pike Family YMCA 

West Pike School Foundation 

Griggsville Methodist Youth Group 

Meredosia Fire Department 

Scott County Heart Fund 

Roodhouse Fire Protection District 

Tri County American Heart Walk 

Bluffs American Legion 

Cub Scout Pack #84 

Manchester United Methodist Church 

Brussels Community School 

North Greene YMCA 

Carrollton Lions Club 

Pleasant Hill Community Unit District #3 

St. Norbet’s School, Hardin 

Woodson/Murrayville EMS 

Carrollton Community School District 

The New Philadelphia Association 

American Cancer Society 

St. Joseph’s Church - Calhoun 

University of Illinois, Calhoun-Jersey Unit 

St. Mary School - Brussels 

North Greene YMCA 

Pleasant Hill Community Unit District #3 

Calhoun Elementary/Jr. High School 

Scott County Health Department 

Pike County 4-H Foundation 

Woodson/Murrayville EMS 

Multiple Sclerosis Society 

Pike County Red Cross 

Meredosia City Rescue Squad 

Blessing Hospice-Pike County 

American Cancer Society of Greene County 

American Cancer Society of Morgan County 

American Cancer Society of Calhoun County 

American Red Cross of Pike County 

Charity Baptist Church 

Pike County Unmet Needs 

Pike County 4-H 

Cass County 4-H 

Greene County Relay for Life 

City of White Hall 

Athensville Baptist Church Building Fund 

Alsey Church Building Fund 

All of these donations were made possible 
from your generosity! It is amazing how some 
extra change can help our local communities 
so much! If you’d like to participate, just give 
us a call. 
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Electric cooperative members 
people just like you, 

and people just like me. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 
e-co-op.com 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
The power of human connections 
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Right-of-Way Maintenance 

The Cooperative’s electric lines span 
2,923 miles across all or part of the 
rural areas of ten counties. 

It’s a distance 79 miles longer than 
that from New York City to Los 
Angeles, and all of it has to be 
maintained for safety and service. 

Dwight Ala, the Co-op’s manager 
of operations, says, “We make an 
enormous investment in maintaining the 
right-of-way where we have 
electric lines, and nothing does more 
to maintain and/or improve service 
than trimming and cutting trees and 
spraying chemicals which retard 
vegetation growth along the electric 
lines.” 

"... nothing does more 
to maintain and/or improve 
service than trimming and 
cutting trees and spraying 

chemicals which retard 
vegetation growth along the 

electric lines. ” 

The Cooperative’s six area service 
technicians trim and clear brush on a 
regular basis in addition to their other 

duties. They have all passed the 
tests for being licensed to use 
chemical retardants, and one of 
them is also a certified arborist. 

A Cooperative forestry crew 
operates a modified Cat backhoe - 
called the Brontosaurus - to clear 
right of way. Members of that crew 
have worked four, ten hour days so 
that we’ve often been able to use the 
“Bronto” six days a week. During the 
past three years, the Bronto has 
worked in Calhoun and Pike 
Counties, and this year it will work 
principally in southern Greene 
County. 

Two part-time employees each work 
1,000 hours a year, doing spot 
trimming throughout the system in 
response to members’ concerns. 

In addition to our own service 
technicians, forestry crew and part- 
time personnel, the Co-op uses 
contractors to cut and trim trees and 
to spray chemical vegetation 
retardants along the distribution 
system. The map on the next two 
pages shows where they worked last 
year and where we plan to have 
them work this year in Pike County. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
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Every electric cooperative member 
is an owner. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

e-co-op.com 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 
The power of human connections 
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Members Will Elect Four 
Directors at the 2004 Annual 

Meeting on 

June 5, 2004 

The first of the seven cooperative principles is 
democracy, and having democratic 
control of the cooperative is one of the three 
keys to keeping its income exempt from state 
and federal taxes. 

There are two ways to be nominated 
to serve on the Board of Directors. 

The Board of Directors will appoint a 
Nominating Committee not later than March 
5, 2004, as described in Article 4, Section 4, of 
the Cooperative’s Bylaws. 

Fifteen or more members may also 
nominate candidates to serve on the Board. 
That process is also described in Article 4, 
Section 4. 

Nominations for the 2004 Election 
Must Be Posted in the Cooperative’s 
Office Not Later than April 21, 2004 

Both the Nominating Committee and 
members acting on their own initiative must 
meet the April 21 deadline. 

If you wish to communicate with the 
Nominating Committee, simply send a letter 
to the Committee at the Cooperative’s 
address, and it will be given - unopened - to 
the Committee. You’ll receive an acknowl¬ 
edgement. 

Here’s the part of Article 4, Section 4 which 
addresses the timing: 

“It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors 
to appoint, not less than ninety (90) days 
nor more than one-hundred sixty days (160) 
days before the date of the meeting of the 
members at which directors are to be 
elected, a committee on nominations 
consisting of not less than five (5) nor more 
than eleven (11) members who shall be 
selected so as to give equitable 
representation on the committee to the 
geographical areas served or to be served 
by the Cooperative. No officer or member of 
the Board of Directors shall be appointed a 
member of such committee. The 
committee shall prepare and post at the 
principal office of the Cooperative at least 
forty-five (45) days before the meeting a list 
of nominations for directors and such 
nominees shall be selected from the 
respective director districts of the 
Cooperative service area scheduled for 
election under Section 2 of this Article. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
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“In addition, any fifteen (15) or more 
members may make other nominations for 
directors in the respective director districts 
scheduled for election under Section 2 of 
this Article, in writing, over their signatures 
not less than forty-five (45) days prior to the 
meeting and the secretary shall post the 
same where the list of nominations made by 
the committee is posted. The secretary shall 
mail with the notice of the meeting a 
statement of the number of directors to be 
elected from each district and showing sep¬ 
arately the nominations made by the com¬ 
mittee on nominations and any 
nominations made by petition for each 
director district.” 

In all there are eleven districts, 
and directors serve staggered 

three year terms. 

This map shows the districts, and the 
Bylaws give the legal descriptions. 

At the 2004 Annual Meeting, members 
will elect four directors - districts 2, 4, 6 
and 8. The present directors from those 
districts are: 

District 2 
Ronald K. Myers 
Griggsville 

Mr. Myers is 
the Cooperative’s 
Treasurer. 

District 4 
James C. Gay 
Rockport 

Mr. Gay is 
the Cooperative’s 
Secretary. 

District 6 
Robert A. Brown 
Winchester 

Mr. Brown is 
the Cooperative’s 
President. 

District 8 
Thomas D. Meehan III 
Roodhouse 

Mr. Meehan is 
Chairman of the 
Cooperative’s 
subsidiary, Illinois 
Rural Tele¬ 
communication Co. 
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Section 3 of Article 4 of the Bylaws 
Sets Qualifications and Tenure. 

“At the annual meeting of the members in 
1980, four members to be elected shall 
serve for three years and four members 
shall serve for two years, the eight so elected 
shall determine their respective terms by 
lot. Each year thereafter only the number of 
directors shall be elected each for a term of 
three years to fill vacancies of those direc¬ 
tors whose terms are expiring. Directors so 
elected shall serve until their respective term 
expires or until their 
successors have been elected and shall 
have qualified. No member shall be eligible 
to become or remain a director or hold a 
position of trust in the Cooperative who is 
not an actual consumer of goods or servic¬ 
es provided by the Cooperative, or who is in 
any way employed by or financially 
interested in a competing enterprise. No 
person shall take or hold office as a direc¬ 
tor who is the incumbent of or candidate for 
an elective public office in connection with 
which a salary is paid. Upon establishment 
of the fact a board member is holding the 
office in violation of any of the foregoing 
provisions, the board shall remove such 
board member from office. When a member¬ 
ship is held jointly by a husband and wife, 
either one, but not both, may be elected 
a director, provided, however, that neither 
one shall be eligible to become or remain 
a director or to hold a position of trust in 
the Cooperative unless both shall meet the 

qualifications hereinabove set forth. Nothing 
in this section contained shall, or shall be 
construed to affect in any manner 
whatsoever the validity of any action taken 
at any meeting of the board of directors.” 

On average, a director spends the 
better part of two days a month on 

Cooperative business. 

In addition to regular board meetings, held 
once a month, directors attend committee 
meetings, take courses related to electric 
cooperatives, sit on the board of Soyland 
Power Cooperative and other cooperative 
organizations, and represent the 
Cooperative at state, regional and national 
meetings. 

Directors do not receive a salary for 
their service, but they are reimbursed for 
out-of-pocket expenses and receive a fixed 
sum for each day devoted to the Coopera¬ 
tive’s affairs. 

If you would like to get a copy of the 
complete Bylaws, please send us a 

note or call the office. 

There are two ways members can 
vote in the election. First, by being 
present at the meeting, or, second, by 
sending your proxy with a 
member who is attending. Members 
can vote up to three proxies at the an¬ 
nual meeting. 
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What Do Directors Do? 
What Do They Get for It? 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative and its 
subsidiary are a $42,000,000 business 
which supplies electricity and other 
services to over 22,000 accounts in all or 
part of ten counties. There are 47 full-time 
employees, and 16 to 18 part-time 
employees. 

The Cooperative, itself, is about average 
sized among America’s 800 electric 
cooperatives. Its subsidiary, Illinois Rural 
Telecommunication Co., is just a little 
larger in terms of accounts served, but 
much smaller in terms of investment. 
IRTC accounts for less than 4% of that 
$42,000,000 balance sheet. 

The Cooperative’s directors are 
responsible for its financial integrity and for 
governing policy. 

Even though the size of the Cooperative is 
about average, Bob Brown, the president 
of the board, says, “It’s vital to remember 
that we’re the only electric supplier our 
members have, and that’s an enormous 
responsibility.” 

The Cooperative’s board of directors is, as 
Bob says, responsible to the Cooperative’s 
members for the organization and IRTC. 
The board has additional responsibilities to 
the Cooperative’s lenders, employees and 
the general community. 

In today’s post-Enron world, those 
responsibilities are more sharply drawn 
than ever before. 

Basic law requires that a director shall, 
among other things, undertake the 
following duties: 

• Care - Exercise due care and 
diligence that an ordinarily prudent 
person in a like position would exercise 
under similar circumstances, devoting 
such time and effort to the duties of a 
board member as may be necessary to 
oversee the business and affairs; 

• Loyalty - Be loyal to the Cooperative, 
acting at all times in good faith for its 
best interests and unaffected by any 
personal interest that is in conflict with 
the best interests of the Cooperative; 

• Obedience - Be obedient to the 
Cooperative by adhering to all applicable 
requirements of law, the Bylaws, policies, 
contracts, and the Cooperative’s duly 
made decisions; and 

• Attention - Be attentive to and study 
reports from management on the 
Cooperative and attentive to and study 
additional sources of information 
concerning the industry and business 
generally so that the best decisions can be 
made. 

Directors attend monthly meetings, at a 
minimum, to review financial and 
management reports and to consider 
matters brought to them by management 
and/or other directors. 

Directors receive monthly reports and 
financial statements about the Cooperative 
and IRTC before board meetings. There 
are additional articles, memos and trade 
publications they’re expected to read. 

Five members of the Co-op’s board serve 
on the IRTC board. Both boards meet 
monthly, and there are committee 
meetings throughout the year. 

All of the members of the board are 
expected to pursue ongoing training in 
Springfield and at other locations. 

Directors attend state, regional and 
national trade association meetings for 
additional training and to keep abreast of 
the best practices in the industry. 

Directors receive $100 per day and out-of- 
pocket expenses for attending meetings, 
whether for a full day or part of a day. 
Additionally, since it’s in the Cooperative’s 
interests that directors have good Internet 
service to receive material by email, 
directors get satellite based Internet 
service. 
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This sleek NEG Micon may lack some of the charm 
of the old windmills, but its efficiency and reliability 
outweigh that in our opinion. 

Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative to Build 

1.7 Megawatt Wind Turbine 
in Pike County 

The Cooperative has won state and federal 
grants and support from the Illinois Clean 
Energy Foundation to build a wind turbine in 
Pike County. 

There have been some press reports about 
the project, and they’ve been generally quite 
accurate. Nonetheless, some people got the 
idea that we’d build 100 turbines, and that’s 
not correct. We said the resource, the 
available wind, could support that many or 
perhaps more than that. 

We’re setting forth some more information in 
Q&A format here: 

Why would the co-op be interested in building 
a wind turbine? 

While it’s perfectly OK to use coal and/or 
natural gas to generate electricity, if you can 
use a renewable resource, that’s even better. 

It’s the right thing to do. 

Since renewable resources are generally 
found in the rural areas served by electric co¬ 
ops like ours, we’re naturally interested in 
those resources whether they are wind or 
biomass or methane from animal waste. 
When you can use those resources 
economically, we think everybody wins. 

Continued on the next page. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
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How much is this goina to cost and where’s 
the money coming from? 

The energy from the wind turbine will cost 
less than the energy component in the co¬ 
op’s current wholesale energy supply. 

In all the project will cost about $1,700,000. 
The co-op first received a grant of $438,000 
from the United States Department of 
Agriculture. We then got support from the 
Illinois Clean Energy Foundation for an 
additional $175,000. Finally, we received an 
additional $250,000 grant from the State of 
Illinois. 

The project would not have been possible 
without the Department of Agriculture grant, 
the support of the Illinois Clean Energy 
Foundation or the State of Illinois Grant. 

The balance of the needed funds will come 
from the US Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Utilities Service’s renewable energy 
loan program. Those loans are priced at US 
Treasury rates. 

In short, this project will be completed at the 
right price. 

While the price of the energy from the wind 
turbine will increase very slightly from year to 
year, it won’t increase as fast as the 
forecasted cost of power on the wholesale 
market. The increases for wind energy will 
come principally from increases in labor for 
maintenance, but that’s a small component of 
the total cost. 

Pretty picture, but not reliable or efficient 
enough for today’s needs. 

Why put the project in Pike County? 

That’s where there’s enough wind for the 
project to make sense. 

In 2001 the federal Department of Energy’s 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
published a map showing areas across the 
nation with the potential for “utility grade” 
wind. Pike County was the only area in 
central Illinois with that potential. 

We’ve been measuring the wind on our own 
tower and with others since 2002, and the 
data verify the preliminary indications. 

How much of the time will electricity be 
produced by the wind turbine? 

The turbine isn’t expected to produce at more 
than 30% of its total capacity. It clearly 
doesn’t have to be turning all the time. 

What’s the total potential resource? 

With federal income tax and other forms of 
incentives, such as the grants we’ve won, 
there may be a significant resource in Pike 
County and the southern part of Adams 
County. 

While our present wholesale contract limits 
how large our interest can be, it’s possible 
that another 100 wind turbines could be built. 
Some knowledgeable people have estimated 
even more than that. 

What would 100 wind turbines mean to Pike 
County? 

While we can’t build that many, we think that 
100 turbines would add $5- to $7-miHion to 
the tax base. The turbines, themselves, 
would be personal property, but there are 
improvements to the site which would be 
taxed as real estate. 
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Based on the estimates by turbine 
manufactures, with 100 turbines, there could 
be $1.5-million in maintenance income, which 
would produce an additional $5.25-million in 
economic activity in the county. 

If the resource is developed, there would be a 
significant economic development impact. 

If I don’t live in Pike County, why should I 
care about the economy there? 

If you’re a member of Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative, economic development in any of 
the counties it serves is good for members 
everywhere else. We share costs throughout 
the area, and growth anywhere on the system 
benefits all members. 

How much electricity is 1.7 megawatts? 

A turbine the size we’re installing would 
provide enough electricity for about 500 
homes on the hottest day of the year if it were 
operating at full capacity. 

It’s just under 5% of the total demand on the 
co-op’s system on a very hot day. 

One megawatt is one-million watts or enough 
for 10,000 100 watt light bulbs. So, for an 
individual co-op member, that would be a 
great deal, but for the total co-op 
membership, it’s only a small portion of the 
electric supply. 

Where would the electricity go? 

The electricity from the turbine would be used 
in the surrounding area. It would offset 
purchases from Soyland Power Cooperative. 

It will be the same as any other electricity in 
the U.S., 120/240 volts, 60 cycles. 

Weren’t there a lot of problems with windmills 
years ago? 

Yes, some of the windmills which were 
installed twenty years ago had terrible 
operating problems, but the models now 
being installed have long track records of 
reliable operation. 

Improvements have been made in every area 
of the technology, the blades, the supporting 
structure, the generator, the gears and the 
controls. 

How fast does the wind have to be for the 
turbine to make electricity? 

Wind speeds from 7.5 to 55 miles per hour. If 
the wind is too fast, the turbine shuts down. 

How tall will the windmill be? 

The hub of the wind turbine will be 235 feet 
tall, and, when one of the blades points 
straight up, it will be 365 feet tall. 

That’s pretty tall, isn’t it? 

Yes, but once again, that’s where there’s 
enough wind. The farther up you go, the 
more and more steady the wind will be. 

Are they noisy? 

The new turbines produce a little less noise 
than an average house, about 45 decibels at 
1,150 feet. You can carry on a conversation 
in a normal voice at the base of an operating 
turbine. 

Do the windmills pose a threat to birds? 

Today’s turbines are designed not to pose a 
threat. The turbines built years ago had a 
couple of serious problems. They were built 
on open lattice work structures on which 
birds perched and then flew into the 
moving blades. There’s also evidence 
that by marking one of the three blades, 
there’s a visible pattern created which 
the birds will avoid. 
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TALK LONGER 
with New Low Nates! 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co., through PowerNet Global Communications, 

now has an even lower rate for long distance service! 

All calls in Illinois 

Now only 4.5 < All out-of-state calls A Si 
Now only % 

This new rate applies to all new and existing customers. As always, this service is free to join, 
with no term agreements, codes to dial, monthly fees or minimums. Rates are available 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with 6-second increment billing. You can also receive a free 
800 number for the same low rate. Calling cards have been reduced to 12.90 per minute. 

For additional information, or to sign up, call 
Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. at (800) 713-4782. 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. 
A wholly owned subsidiaiy of 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ APRIL 2004 



00 

NEWS, NOTES & VIEWS 5/04 

WILDBLUE 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co., the 
cooperative’s wholly owned subsidiary, will 
offer WildBlue satellite delivered broadband 
Internet access to homes and small offices 
throughout the area beginning in 2005. 

With service that is 30 times faster than 
standard 56K dial-up connections, WildBlue 
allows users to retrieve information quickly 
and access rich content sites that are not 
accessible with dial-up. 

WildBlue is 
30 times faster than 

standard 56K dial-up 
service. 

It’ll cost less than 
$50 a month. 

Continued on the next page. 

The 2004 Annual Meeting 
of the Members of 

Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative 

will be held on 
Saturday, 

June 5, 2004 
at the 

Scott County Fair Grounds 
in Winchester. 

Registration will begin at 
9:30 AM and the Meeting 

will begin at 10:00. 

There will be Thousands of 
Dollars in Door Prizes and 
plenty of Special Prizes. 

Plus you could win $500 for 
your favorite local charity. 

See old friends, win a 
prize. Learn about your 

cooperative. Have some 
refreshments. It’ll be a 
great day, and we look 
forward to seeing you. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 
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“IRTC looks forward to providing broadband 
Internet access to our area,” said Rachelle 
Morrisey, IRTC’s manager of Internet 
services.” 

“We’re excited about adding affordable, two- 
way, high-speed, satellite Internet access to 
our Internet access offerings. 

“This service will be priced at $49.50 a 
month.” 

Customers who currently have more 
expensive TrueBand satellite service will 
have the opportunity to move to WildBlue 
once the service is available. 

Many DirecTV customers will be able to 
have WildBlue service and DirecTV with one 
satellite dish. 

Is there a priority signup list to get 
WildBlue Service? 

Yes, send in the coupon on the next page, or 
call IRTC at 1-800-713-4782. 

Just how fast will the service be? 

WildBlue says that at launch download 
speeds will be up to 1.5 Mbps and upload 
speeds to 256 K. 

Will WildBlue require a separate Internet 
Service Provider? 

No. 

What are the minimum system 
requirements? 

PC/Windows: 166 Mhz or faster, minimum 
128 MB, Windows 98, 98SE, 2000 or XP 
Ethernet card required. 

Mac: 300 Mhz or faster, minimum of 128, OS 
9, OS 10.1 or higher. Ethernet card 
required. 

What will the installation process be like? 
Can I install my own dish? 

WildBlue certified professional installation 
specialists will quickly and efficiently install 
the equipment and activate the WildBlue 
account. You can’t do it yourself. The 
satellite mini-dish is about 26 inches by 29 
inches and can be mounted to a roof or wall. 
A cable from the dish to your PC via 
Ethernet. 

Will a phone line be necessary? 

No. 

Will a southern exposure be necessary? 

Yes, generally speaking if you can get 
DirecTV, you can get WildBlue. 

Can I get WildBlue in a mobile vehicle like 
an RV or truck? 

No. 

WILDBLUE 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MAY 2004 



Will I be able to use a virtual private 
network (VPN) with WildBlue? 

Yes. VPNs will work over the WildBlue 
network though IPSec traffic will be at slower 
speeds. 

Keep at Least 10 Feet 
from Power Lines 

Electricity Will Arc - Jump - Toward 
A Conductor 

What is the impact of latency? Can I play 
real-time games or make Internet phone 
calls with WildBlue? 

One of the greatest dangers on today’s farms 
is the risk of electrocution. 

The WildBlue system is designed to help 
offset the impact of latency. However, there 
is a delay of about a quarter of a second as 
the signal travels up to the satellite and back 
down to the ground. For most Internet 
applications, you wouldn’t notice this. 
However, for voice or real-time interactive 
gaming, latency will have an impact on 
performance. 

Priority Signup List 
for WildBlue 

Please print your name. 

Telephone number. 

Address 

Please return this with 
your electric payment 
or send it to: 

IRTC 
940 West Morton, 
Jacksonville, IL 62650 

“Educate everybody who works on the farm 
about the hazards,” says Molly Hall, 
executive director of Safe Electricity, “Make 
sure everyone knows the location of 
overhead power lines and remind workers 
to keep farm equipment at least 10 feet 
away from them. 

“The minimum 10 foot distance is a 360- 
degree rule - below, to the side and above 
lines,” reminds Hall. It may take a little 
more time, but it can save lives.” 

Simply coming too close to a power line 
while working is dangerous. Electricity will 
arc, or “jump,” to conducting materials or 
objects like a truck, a ladder, a combine or 
auger. 

“Operators of farm equipment or vehicles 
should also know what to do if the vehicle 
comes in contact with a power line,” says 
Hall. “It’s almost always best to stay in the 
cab and call for help. Warn others who may 
be nearby to stay away and wait for the 
electric co-op to get there to make sure the 
power is off. 

“If the line is energized and you step 
outside, your body becomes the path to the 
ground and electrocution can be the result. 

“Stay in the cab unless there’s a fire, and in 
that case, jump - not step - with both feet 
hitting the ground at the same time. Do not 
touch the equipment and the ground at the 
same time. Continue to shuffle or hop to 
safety, keeping both feet together as you 
leave the area.” 
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TALK LONGER 
with New Low Rates! 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co., through PowerNet Global Communications, 
now has an even lower rate for long distance service! 

All calls in Illinois A I ^ All out-of-state calls Jl £ 

Now only % Now only % 

This new rate applies to all new and existing customers. As always, this service is free to join, 
with no term agreements, codes to dial, monthly fees or minimums. Rates are available 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with 6-second increment billing. You can also receive a free 
800 number for the same low rate. Calling cards have been reduced to 12.90 per minute. 

For additional information, or to sign up, call 
Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. at (800) 713-4782. 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. 
A wholly owned subsidiary of 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy " Partner 
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Where’s the Wind Mill? 

If you’ve been wondering why we 
haven’t started construction on the 
wind turbine in Pike County, we 
expect that construction will start 
very soon. It’s been delayed by a 
couple of long lead time items. 

One of those items is crucial. It will 
keep the lights from blinking when 
there’s light gusty wind. It’s called a 
static var compensator, and we had 
no reason to think it would take so 
long to get. 

We expect the turbine to be up and 
running by next summer. 

Member Meetings 

Throughout the year, we have 
meetings around the service territory 
with members to hear their thoughts 
and to let them know what’s going on 
at the co-op. 

If you’d like to come to have supper 
with us in March, please let us know. 

We had four of these meetings in 
November, and, since we’d just told 
the membership about the price 
increase coming next year, we talked 
about that. 

From 1990 through 2005, with the 
1.2% increase becoming effective in 
2005, Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative’s prices will have 
increased just over 6%. That’s a 
combination of a fairly large 
decrease in 1997 and four smaller 
increases. 

In comparison with the change in the 
Consumer Price Index the change in 
our prices looks like this: 

In comparison with other items we 
buy, the change looks like this: 

Price Changes from 1990 to 2004 

From left to right, it’s 
o ground chuck at 31.7%; 
o navel oranges at 127.9%; 
o milk at 1.6%; 
o gasoline at 95.2%; 
o coffee at 1.5%; and 
o Illinois Rural Electric at 6.1%. 
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The Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 7th Safety 
Rodeo: At the left, Randy Long, 
Murrayville area serviceman in 
the egg climb event. Try this 
without breaking the egg in your 
mouth. Middle left, Craig Long, 
Bluffs area serviceman. Middle 
right, foreman Kenny 
Roundcount. Bottom left, the 
familiar face of operations and 
maintenance manger Dwight Ala 
with apprentice Zack Vedder. 

Bottom right, 
journeyman Brad 
Kemper, who’d 
just returned from 
helping restore 
service after 
Hurricane Ivan in 
Florida, with 
apprentice area 
serviceman Bill 
Bergman who 
covers the 
territory in 
northeast Pike 
County. 

Our first team - Craig, 
Randy, and Kenny - had the 
best times in the day’s events of any team. They have about 50 years more 
experience than our second team - Brad, Bill and Zack - who are certain to do 
even better in the 2005 Safety Rodeo. 
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Left to right on a cold fall day on the prairie: area serviceman Craig Long; foreman Chad Gregory; apprentice 

Zack Vedder on top of the crate holding an air gap; journeyman Jamie Killday; and journeyman Brad Kemper. 

“Air Gaps” and Other Devices “Sectionalize” the Electric System 

We caught up with this line crew which 
was in the process of installing an “air 
gap” in the electric system just east of 
Riggston. 

Air gaps, fuses and reclosers are what 
we call sectionalizing equipment. That 
equipment automatically breaks the 
electric system into sections. We can 
also operate the equipment to manually 
break the system into sections. 

The devices help protect the system 
from damage from something like a 
lightning strike, and they limit outages to 
relatively small sections of the system. 
This particular device also lets us serve 
members from different substations if 
we need to. 

The entire job included replacing an 
old sectionalizing device, poles and 
conductor to improve service. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 
A Touchstone Energy Partner 
The power of human connections 
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Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Memorial Scholarships 

Again in 2005, as it has since the 
program’s inception in 1994, the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives will award four $1,000 
academic scholarships to high 
school seniors. 

There are twenty-five electric 
distribution cooperatives - like Illinois 
Rural Electric - and two generation 
cooperatives in Illinois. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of 
Illinois are eligible to participate in 
the program, providing that their 
parents are electric cooperative 
members or providing that one of 
their parents is employed by an 
electric cooperative. 

Three of the four awards will go to 
the children of electric cooperative 
members. The fourth $1,000 will go 
to the son or daughter of an electric 
cooperative employee or director. 

(If the Class of ’05 is anything like 
the Class of ’04, there are plenty of 
good candidates for the awards. We 
know of one town in which the top 
three members of the ‘04 graduating 
class were co-op kids.) 

Candidates are judged on the basis 
of grade point averages, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experiences, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay 
demonstrating their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

To encourage local 
participation, Illinois Rural 

Electric Cooperative will 
match the Illinois Electric 

Cooperative Memorial 
Scholarship won 

by the child of one if its 
members. 

The deadline for applications to be 
returned to the cooperative is 
December 31,2004. 

To apply, a student must meet the 
required criteria and complete the 
scholarship application available 
from his or her guidance counselor 
or from Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative at 1-800-468-4732. 

Each applicant is responsible for 
submitting all information required to 
apply for the scholarship and for 
returning the application to Illinois 
Rural Electric Cooperative by 
December 31,2004. 
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We’ll be replacing the line with class 4, 
35 foot poles. (The minimum diameter, 
both at the top and the butt increases 
as the class number decreases.) We’ll 
rebuild the entire four miles with “three 
phase” service - that’s three electric 
lines at the top of the pole, and a 
neutral line below them for the 
returning current. Parts of this four- 
mile section are now single phase and 
some of it is two phase. 

The entire area will see fewer blinks 
and will have improved voltage. 

To the extent that we’re able, we’ll 
move the poles to the roadside so that 
we won’t see as many as these old 
soldiers, in the photo at the far left, 
marching through a ripening field of 
soybeans. 

The dark spots in the snapshot of the 
pole top are woodpecker holes, and 
you can see the original copper 
conductor there. The 1947 Lincoln 
poles were excellent poles; the co-op 
has had to replace some that were 
twenty years younger and at the verge 
of failure. 

In this picture of the poles as the road 
curves, there are seven poles. In the 
entire section that’s being rebuilt, there 
are over 100. Poles at this age leaning 
a little bit shouldn’t be a substantial 
concern. A pole will reach a point at 
which it isn’t going to lean any more, 
and remain at that angle for years. 

r 
Naturally enough, when you’re driving 
around Calhoun County, you’re likely 
to run into Darren Hayn, the co-op’s 
area service man. 
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From the Brussels Substation 
South to Winneberg 

During World War II the cooperative 
couldn’t readily get poles and copper 
conductor to extend service as quickly 
as people in the area wanted, but right 
after the War, construction for service 
to Calhoun County took off. 

We’ll be rebuilding this line very soon to 
improve voltage and reliability. It’s 
served members since 1947, and it’s 
time for it to be retired. 

Every pole has a “brand” which tells its 
size, the year it was made, and the 
manufacturer. 

This pole, and the others along the 
four miles from the Brussels substation 
south, was made by the Lincoln Pole 
Company. You can still see the “47” 
for the year of its manufacture, and you 
can see the “35” telling us that it’s 35 
feet from top to bottom, and you can 
see the “6” which tells the size of the 
pole. 
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Prices for Electric Service 
to Increase 1.2% in 2005 

The price members pay for electric 
service will increase an average of 1.2% 
effective with electric use in January. 
Members get the bill for January’s 
electricity at the beginning of March. 

The entire increase will be collected 
through an additional $1.50 in the 
monthly customer charge on all bills. 

“Over the past several years, we have 
worked very hard and very successfully 
to keep costs at the minimum level while 
continuing to improve service.” Bruce 
Giffin, the co-op’s manager said. 

“Unfortunately, when you get costs to 
the lowest possible level, and when 
there’s no meaningful growth in sales, 
the prices we charge have to increase to 
keep pace with the increases in the 
costs we face.” 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative’s 
distribution system, at 2,927 miles, is 
longer than the distance from New York 

City to Los Angeles, and, Giffin says, 
the cooperative puts great emphasis on 
taking care of that right-of-way and the 
equipment, poles and wires which 
provide service to members. 

“There are 3.5 meters for each mile of 
that distribution system,” he said, “and 
the maintenance and operating costs 
per meter are naturally higher than they 
would be if we had 20 or 30 meters per 
mile as they do in town. 

“We’re not, however, going to let 
maintenance slip because that would 
mean that service would get worse. 

“We’re also going to continue to rebuild 
those sections of the system which 
badly need rebuilding like that section, 
built in 1947, described on the following 
pages. 

“We had the choice of poorer service or 
of small increases in prices, and while 
neither choice is attractive, letting 
maintenance slip isn’t really an option. 
Putting off maintenance causes 
higher costs in the long run.” 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
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can restore power in a storm 
in the blink of an eye, scale a pole 

in seconds flat. Supermen in a storm, 

the power of human connections. 

e-co-op.com 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

Touchstone Energy* 
The power of human connections 



Students backfill excavation units at the New Philadelphia archaeological site in preparation for 
the summer 2005 National Science Foundation/Research for Undergraduates project 

will be able to uncover about the daily 
life of the residents of New Philadelphia. 

The archaeology project during the 
summer of 2004 is the beginning step of 
an important research project. We all 
look forward to discovering more about 
the unique histories of New 
Philadelphia. 

There’s a great deal more information at 
the Association’s excellent web site: 

www.newphiladelphiail.orQ. 

Members of the NPA board of directors 
are 

Phil Bradshaw, President, 
Natalie Armistead, Vice 
President - Administrative, 
Joe Conover, Vice President 
Research, 
Carol McCartney, Secretary, 
Helen Wright, Treasurer; 
Karen Borrowman; 
Terry Ranson; 
Karen Crider, 
Harry Wright, 
Wayne Riley, 
Tom Coulson, 
Pat Likes, 
Larry Armistead, 
Linda Bradshaw, and 
Carolyn Dean. 
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We’ve only just begun .... 

by Paul A. Shackel, Department of 
Anthropology, University of Maryland 

Thanks to the many partners involved 
with the New Philadelphia National 
Science Foundation’s Research 
experiences for Undergraduates 
program, the archaeology project was 
an overwhelming success. 

The Pike County community and the 
New Philadelphia Association welcomed 
us with open arms and supported us 
every step of the way. While the NSF 
grant ran through the Center for 
Heritage Resource Studies in the 
Department of Anthropology at the 
University of Maryland, the project could 
not have succeeded without the support 
of Dr. Terrance Martin, Curator of 
Anthropology, Illinois State Museum. 
The addition of Dr. Christopher Fennell, 
University of Illinois was a benefit to the 
project, as well. 

Through a competitive process, we 
selected nine undergraduate and three 
graduate students to participate in a ten 
week fieldschool that included 
archaeological excavations and 
laboratory work. Much like the town, the 
student body was ethnically diverse. 

Initially we were concerned that plowing 
as deep as 1.2 feet below the surface in 
many places may have destroyed much 
of the archeological record. Dr. Michael 
Hargrave, based in Champaign, Illinois, 
joined us for the first week of the 
fieldschool in order to perform a 
geophysical survey to help us assess 
the situation, 

The geophysical survey is a non¬ 
destructive process that detects 
archaeological features without digging. 
It can identify underground features like 
foundations, pits, wells, and privies. Dr. 
Hargrave worked with students 

performing both an electronic resistivity 
and magnetometer surveys. He found 
several underground anomalies with his 
instruments, but we could not determine 
what they were until we began to 
excavate. 

Our students concentrated on the 
excavation of several of these features. 
In one case we found a lime-like feature 
that was shallow in the center. At first 
we thought it might be a remaining 
shallow base for a chimney, but we 
were not 100% convinced. A fellow 
archaeologist from the Illinois State 
Museum suggested to us that he once 
worked on a similar feature and he 
believed that it was a lime mixing pit 
associated with the construction of a 
house. Since we were on a domestic 
site, this conclusion seems reasonable 
to us at this time. We still need to find 
the house. 

In two other cases we located pits. 
Unfortunately, at this time we do not 
know the original function of the pit 
features, but we do know their 
secondary function - trash pits. One 
feature was partially excavated, and the 
other waits for our return next year. The 
feature that we excavated is located on 
the Butler property, an African-American 
family that lived in New Philadelphia in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. It contains many domestic 
artifacts - ceramics, glass, nails, 
thimbles, and buttons. We were 
fortunate to meet Mr. Ron Carter, a 
descendent of the Butler family. 
Additional excavations will reveal more 
about his family. 

The other pit is covered by rubble and 
contains many ceramic artifacts dating 
to about 1850. That means that the pit, 
which can be a trash pit, storage pit or 
cellar, is from the earliest settlement 
phase of the town. We did not have 
time to reveal the entire feature, but next 
summer there are many clues that we 
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Progress at New Philadelphia 

Your Members’ Fund and the Cooperative, 
itself, have been able to provide modest 
support for the exciting work by the New 
Philadelphia Association. It’s a non-profit 
organization, formed by area residents, 
which seeks to preserve a substantial 
portion of the town site in honor of a 
remarkable family of the antebellum 
Western Illinois frontier. A little of the 
history of the settlement and progress this 
past summer follows. 

The History 

The remarkable story of Frank McWorter 
and New Philadelphia is one of daring and 
hard work, luck, and shrewd family 
leadership. 

Born a slave in South Carolina in 1777, 
Frank McWorter moved to Kentucky with 
his owner in 1795. He married Lucy, who 
was held as a slave at a nearby farm, in 
1799. Allowed to hire out his own time, 
McWorter engaged in a number of 
enterprises, notably a saltpeter works, that 
enabled him to buy his wife’s freedom in 
1817 and his own in 1819. 

Frank and Lucy McWorter and four of their 
children left Kentucky for Illinois in 1830, 
the same year the Thomas Lincoln family, 
with son Abraham, came to Illinois. 
Frank McWorter bought a farm in Pike 

County’s Hadley Township and platted the 
town of New Philadelphia in 1836. The 
site was not far from the Mississippi River 
valley to the west and the Illinois River 
Valley to the east. At the time it was 
founded, proposed construction of an 
lllinois-Michigan canal had helped spur the 
establishment of a number of towns, 
including New Philadelphia and the town 
of Barry a few miles away. 

New Philadelphia developed as a town at 
a crossroads in this agricultural area 
through the 1860’s, with an active roadway 
carrying agricultural products and other 
goods to the Mississippi River, 20 miles to 
the west. 

Frank witnessed this growth until his death 
at the age of 77 in 1854. Lucy died at 99 
in 1870. 

Planned construction of the first rail line 
through Pike County to link then 
prosperous Naples, Illinois, to Hannibal, 
Missouri, and the Mississippi River helped 
further invigorate the area. The railroad, 
however, bypassed New Philadelphia, and 
the town declined. It was unincorporated 
in 1885, and it is now covered by 
farmlands. 

At the beginning of this year, a $230,000 
National Science Foundation-Research 
Education for Undergraduates grant was 
announced in Pittsfield, and the story of 
the first year’s progress follows on the next 
pages. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone EnergyR Partnef^^ 
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TALK LONGER 
with New Low Rates! 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co., through PowerNet Global Communications, 

now has an even lower rate for long distance service! 

All calls in Illinois 

Now only 4.5 < All out-of-state calls ^ 

Now only ^ 

This new rate applies to all new and existing customers. As always, this service is free to join, 
with no term agreements, codes to dial, monthly fees or minimums. Rates are available 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with 6-second increment billing. You can also receive a free 
800 number for the same low rate. Calling cards have been reduced to 12.90 per minute. 

For additional information, or to sign up, call 
Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. at (800) 713-4782. 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. 
A wholly owned subsidiary’ of 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy’ Partner 
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Members of the Pike County Community Development Corporation and the Wittmans, owners 
of River Bottom Farm. Left to right: Mina Robertson, Farmers National Bank of Griggsville; Ron 
Coultas, Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative; Cindy Piper, First National Bank of Barry; David 
Wittman; Karen Wittman; Joyce Lord, Farmers State Bank; and Jennifer Mowen, Pike County 
Economic Development Corporation. 
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Got an Idea for a Growing 
Business? 

Community Development 
Corporations Can Help 

Pike County Community 
Development Corporation Assists 

Local Business 

With the help of Pike County CDC, 
David and Karen Wittman have acquired 
a commercial cooler for storage of their 
specialty produce. The rapidly growing 
farm did not have on site storage before 
working with Pike County CDC. 

The Wittmans take pride in their farm’s 
success. “Our growing methods are 
based on no synthetic additives and 
only natural fertilizers and pest-control. 
We use no genetically modified seed 
and, some of our growing areas have 
never been farmed. Our goal is to 
supply the freshest, purest, highest 
quality farm products available 
anywhere,” says David Wittman. 

River Bottom Farm sells most of its over 
200 varieties of vegetables and flowers 
in metropolitan farmers markets and to 
“high-end” restaurants. 

The Wittmans also began using two 
26x96 foot “high tunnels” - greenhouse¬ 
like structures - to lengthen the growing 
season on their farm. Karen Wittman 
adds that “from now on we’ll have 
covered growing areas to extend the 
season, protect high value crops, and 
also lessen the risk of crop loss due to 
storms. We begin planting early crops 
in February and expect to be able to 
supply late vegetables well into 
December.” 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative is 
also a member of TriCounty 
Community Development which 
serves Cass, Morgan and Scott 
Counties. The cooperative is also 
able to help growing businesses 
because of its relationship with the 
federal Rural Utilities Service and 
USDA. If your business, or business 
idea, needs financing to grow, give 
the co-op a call. Ask for Ron Coultas 
or Bruce Giffin. 
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Sale of DirecTV Franchise 
to Provide Permanent 

Benefit to Co-op Members 

The co-op has sold its exclusive 
franchise to DirecTV in Pike, Calhoun, 
Greene, Scott, Cass and Morgan 
Counties. 

Ten years ago, the co-op entered into 
an agreement with the National Rural 
Telecommunications Cooperative to 
bring DirecTV to the area, and DirecTV 
has now bought back the franchise. 

The business has been operated by the 
co-op’s subsidiary, Illinois Rural 
Telecommunication Co., and the 
business had grown to 6,800 customers, 
who are not likely to notice any changes 
in service. 

The co-op will receive payments of 
$110,000 a month for the next 84 
months. 

After meeting existing commitments, the 
co-op will realize $5.2-million. 

After extensive discussion of the various 
options, the co-op’s board of directors 
has decided to invest that money in 
long-term United States treasury notes. 
The interest earned will offset some of 
the co-op’s expenses and, thereby, help 
keep electric rates as low as possible 
without taking any risk. 

“We chose not to take some one time 
gains,” said Robert A. Brown, the co¬ 
op’s president and a director from 
Winchester, “but rather follow a course 
of creating permanent benefits for the 
membership. 

“We’ve been able to bring high quality 
entertainment and information to the 
area, and we’ve been able to realize a 
significant financial gain in the process,” 
he said, “We’re naturally pleased about 
that and are particularly grateful to the 
people who’ve worked at IRTC to make 
that possible.” 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
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TALK LONGER 
with New tow Rates! 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co., through PowerNet Global Communications, 

now has an even lower rate for long distance service! 

All calls in Illinois 

Now only 4.5 < All out-of-state calls A 

Now only ^ 

This new rate applies to all new and existing customers. As always, this service is free to join, 
with no term agreements, codes to dial, monthly fees or minimums. Rates are available 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with 6-second increment billing. You can also receive a free 
800 number for the same low rate. Calling cards have been reduced to 12.9p per minute. 

For additional information, or to sign up, call 
Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. at (800) 713-4782. 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. 
A wholly owned subsidiary’ of 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 
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We do not mention these things in a boastful 
way but rather to show other farm folks what the 
R.E.A. high line can mean to a family. In our 
effort to be thorough we bought a lamp for the 
boy’s room containing a plug-in for an electric 
razor. As for ourself, we are sticking to the old 
straight back cob handle razor blade. Older 
folks are just that hard to change. 

It all sounds fantastic doesn’t it, for just a plain, 
common hill farm family to even dream that they 
should try to enjoy such luxuries? What do you 
guess it all cost, wiring, piping, ditching, fixtures 
and appliances? We can still add a washer to 
the appliances without it all having cost us as 
much as if we had traded for a better car. A 
better car might have added to our pleasure, 
perhaps one day out of the week but the high 
line will not only add to our pleasure every day 
of the week, but it will also lighten our burden 
and add to the family income. 

Before undertaking to get the R.E.A. line we 
satisfied ourselves that having plenty of water 
handy for all the stock every day of the year 
would increase the gains on the stock 
sufficiently to pay the whole cost of the power 
we will use for everything. Beside that, we will 
save hours of pumping and drawing and driving 
stock to water. Also, that job of lugging water up 
the hill for house use. Grass might not have 
grown in any streets as predicted but grass will 
soon grow in our foot path to the well. 

Most people hold their breath at the thought of 
cooking with electricity. Using an old-fashioned 
stove at the old rates would be expensive. Or, if 
you kept a teakettle steaming from morning till 
night, cooked in bent, ill-shaped pans with ill- 
fitting lids, of course that would come high. But, 

* - if you use smooth, flat-bottomed pans with tight 
lids along with the deep well cooker and a 
pressure cooker you would be surprised at what 
it does not cost to cook the electrical way. 
Cooking experts have claimed that a well 
rounded meal can be prepared on an electric 
range for three or four cents if we are not mixed 
on our figures. Our short experience with our 
range convinces us that this can be done. It 
took one and one-half kilowatts yesterday to 
bake those three extra large loaves of bread. It 
took one and one-half kilowatts today to cook a 
double-decker plum pudding. Then it took a little 
over a kilowatt to cook our three meals today 
and there were three hungry men for the noon 
meal. We can cook a hen with dressing with 

less than two kilowatts. If you don’t believe it, 
bring one over. Make it a duck - we are tired of 
hen even though we haven’t had two in every 
pot. Kilowatts at range prices run, we believe, 
from one and one-fourth cents to two and one- 
half cents per kilowatt. Try measuring your 
kerosene, gasoline, coal or wood and see if you 
can steam a double plum pudding three hours 
for three cents or bake a batch of bread for three 
cents. Don’t ask what make of range we have. 
That isn’t the answer and anyway, we are not 
selling stoves. We would just like to sell the 
advantages of doing things the electrical way. 

Before we got the power line we had a pressure 
pump gasoline stove, lamp and iron. We started 
out the morning by pumping up the stove for 
milady and finished the evening pumping up the 
lamp. During the day we had to pump water for 
the stock. This kind of exercise is all right if you 
have plenty of elbow grease but our elbows get 
noticeably drier with the years. At that, the stove 
lamp and iron were improvements over the old 
ways. 

We believe in being frugal, but frugality can be 
overdone. You can be so frugal as to lose twice 
as much in time and effort as you save in 
money. The energy we have been using in 
doing things the harder way can now be turned 
into productive effort. Surely this is the way to a 
more abundant life. 

We feel sure of one thing. We would have 
waited till doomsday for private enterprise to 
build a line to us regardless of promises. 

Of one thing we also feel very sure. Long after 
we have forgotten the inequities of both the old 
deal and the now, the lights from R.E.A. lines 
will shine brightly through the windows of many • 
millions of farm homes, lighting the burdens and 
brightening the lives as well as the pathways of 
rural families throughout America. 
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Rural Water - Continued 

USDA suggested making the presentation 
at an Earth Day celebration to be attended 
by Barb Coultas’ first grade class. The 
class planted a tree at Winchester’s 
Monument Park to celebrate Earth Day and 
the funding of the water project. 

Representatives from Congressman Ray 
LaHood’s office and Senator Peter 
Fitzgerald’s office participated in the 
presentation as did local residents Johanna 
Bruns and Robert A. Brown, president of the 
board of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative. 
Steve Gilbreth represented Benton & 
Associates. Winchester Mayor Retha 
Anders and members of the Scott County 
Rural Water Cooperative were also at the 
event. The water co-op’s board includes 
Charles Pritchett, Marian Worrell, Bob 
Wisdom and Raymond Little. 

The Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity provided a grant for 
$92,000 for design works last year and is 
considering a request for an additional 
construction grant this year. 

The co-op’s Phase 1 project will serve an 
area south and west of Winchester. Tests 
of over 130 private wells in the area showed 
that over 80% of the water from these wells 
was unsafe for human consumption. The 
project will provide an adequate supply of 
good quality drinking water to 98 residences 
and four farms and businesses. 

While Scott County Rural Water 
Cooperative is completely independent from 
Illinois Rural Electric, the electric 
cooperative initiated the effort to form the 
water cooperative in 2001. 

“Surely, this is the way to a 
more abundant life.” 

The following is a reprint of an article written bv 
Carl Summers, who owned and lived on a farm 

about six miles southeast of Winchester - 
Published in The Winchester Times. 

December 22. 1939. 

Boy, oh boy! At Last! The swellest Christmas 
present that mortal man should wish for - the 
R.E.A. high line away out here in the sticks. It is 
hard to believe it isn’t just a dream but if we 
know our name, we are writing this under the 
soft glow of electric light. All through the house 
we can walk in the light, turning lights on and off 
as we go without fear of stumbling as was so 
recently the case. Over at the sink is a bright 
shiny faucet that yields clear cold spring water 
from the well at the foot of the hill. For years we 
have had to pace two hundred feet down the hill 
every time we wanted a fresh drink. 

In our handy little kitchen is an electric range. 
Yesterday it turned out three immense loaves of 
golden brown bread. It did it with so little fuss or 
effort we could hardly believe it. Away out in the 
barn lot five hundred feet from the well we can 
turn a valve and out comes water for the stock. 
Until now it was necessary to dip the water from 
a well if there were any or drive the stock 
considerable distance to water. Now we can 
have water under pressure in any and all of our 
lots. The power to pump this water costs so little 
it is not worth mentioning. A one-fourth horse 
motor pumps four hundred gallons per hour. 

Right beside us, as we write, is a small but 
efficient radio, which brings the Dews as well as 
the talent of the world at the turn of the dial. Our 
battery radio weakened last spring just as “Lum” 
was ready to rassel the kangaroo and we never 
knew but what he got killed until we heard them 
putting the Jot-em-down Store on wheels last 
week. When weather and roads keep us home, 
as is the case most of the winter, we can enjoy 
church services right at the fireside. 

Almost by the time this is read, we may have an 
electric refrigerator to supply us with ice cream, 
ice cold drinks and keep foods from spoiling. 
Milady waits impatiently for the ice cream and 
milk shakes. We have a vacuum sweeper and 
an iron left over from better days ready for duty. 
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NEWS, NOTES & VIEWS 7/04 

Posing for the camera after the Earth Day celebration, in the front row: Brooke Bartmann, Destiny Cox, Sarah Kilver, 
Jacob Grubb, Zach Dahman, Logan Reardon and Kinsey VanDeVelde. In the middle row, Hayden Young, Andrew 
Davis, Ron Coultas with the USDA “check,” Lukas Weder and Cody Manley. In the back row, Barb Coultas, Kayla 
Moore, Haylee Zachary, Leah Hembrough, Spencer Newman, ShiAnn Fearneyhough and Rachel Hill. 

Scott County Rural Water Cooperative 
Receives $1,183,000 Commitment from 

USDA, $790,000 in Grant Funds 

The United States Department of Agriculture - 
Rural Development recently announced the 
funding commitment for Scott County Rural 
Water Cooperative’s Phase 1 water distribution 
project. The $1,183,000 commitment, $790,000 
in grants and $393,000 in long-term loans, was 
announced at an Earth Day celebration. 

Gary Morgan, Assistant Administrator for Water 
& Environmental Programs for USDA Rural 
Development, presented a “check” to Ron 
Coultas, president of the water cooperative’s 
board of directors. Ron is also the Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative’s senior engineer, and he 
heads economic development activities for 
the electric cooperative and its subsidiary, 
Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. 

Continued on the next page. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

www.e-co-op.com 
1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
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Every electric cooperative member 
is an owner. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

e-co-op.com 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative - 
The power of human connections 
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Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 
Audited, Condensed Balance Sheet 

2003 2002 
Assets: 
Electric Plant $41,221,497 $39,324,652 
Less Accumulated Depreciation (12,310,129) (11,309,297) 
Net Plant 28,911,368 28,015,355 

Investments 1,137,974 1,332,542 

Current Assets 
Cash 209,506 152,177 
Accounts Receivable 2,449,184 1.952.853 
Material and Supplies 229,654 216,540 
Other 1,231,815 1,166,947 

Total Current 4,120,159 3,488,517 

Regulatory Asset 6,228,862 6,730,462 
Other Debits 838,683 761,842 

Total Assets $41,237,046 $40,328,718 

Liabilities: 
Members’ Equity $12,425,528 $11,348,059 

Long-term Debt 24,785,983 23,284,760 
Less Current Maturities (1,425,000) (2,075,000) 

23,360,983 21,209,760 

Accrued Post Retirement Benefits 421,634 357,898 

Current 
Current Maturities on Long-term 1,425,000 2,075,000 

Notes Payable 600,000 1,500,000 

Accounts Payable 807,840 699,751 

Other Current 393,347 461,406 
3,226,187 4,736,157 

Other Credits 1,802,714 2,676,844 

Total Liabilities $41,237,046 $40,328,718 
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Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 
Audited Income Statement 

2003 2002 
Operating Revenue $14,201,491 $13,960,200 
Purchased Power 7,975,183 7,716,604 

Gross Margin 6,226,308 6,243,596 

Operations and Maintenance 1,862,280 1,875,768 
Consumer Relations 572,072 629,373 
Administrative and General 965,860 836,008 
Depreciation and Amortization 1,582,763 1,540,911 
Interest 1,015,314 1,104,317 

Operating Costs, 
Excluding Purchase Power 5,998,289 5,986,377 

Operating Margin 228,019 257,219 

Other Income 
Interest Income 40,736 43,625 
Merchandising 5,693 (141,397) 
Other 
IRTC Earnings 

(39,489) 
283,925 

28,025 
288,111 

Capital Credits 44,672 76,983 
Transfer of Deferred Revenue 882,128 882,128 

Total Margin $ 1,445,684 $ 1,434,694 
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Voting by Proxy 
The Cooperative’s Bylaws allow a member to carry as many as three 
proxies and vote them at the Annual Meeting. You are urged to attend 
and vote in person if you are able to do so; but, if you are unable to at¬ 
tend, please send your proxy with a friend or neighbor. 

PROXY As a member of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, 
I, the undersigned, hereby appoint 

My proxy to vote in my stead at the Annual Meeting of Members 
to be held in Winchester, Illinois, on June 5, 2004, and I hereby 
confirm and ratify my proxy’s vote. 

Witness my hand, this day of , 2004. 

Signature Printed Name 

Report of the 2004 Nominating Committee 
The 2004 Nominating Committee, duly appointed by the cooperative’s board of 
directors pursuant to the Bylaws, met at the cooperative on March 23, 2004. 

After due deliberation, the committee nominated the following to stand for election for the 
districts indicated: 

Ronald K. Myers, Griggsville, District 2, 
James C. Gay, Rockport, District 4, 
Robert A. Brown, Winchester, District 6, and 
Thomas D. Meehan III, Roodhouse, District 8. 

The 2004 Nominating Committee: 

Fred Bradshaw, Griggsville, Chairman 
John Early, Whitehall 
John Nolte, Golden Eagle 
Norman Vortman, Bluffs 
Jim Wilson, Murrayville 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Balance Sheet 

As we reported to you last 
year, the Board of Directors 
ended the practice of deferring 
revenue in good years, and 
that was the principal reason 
for the growth in equity. We 
are in the second of a four year 
plan to end the deferral, and, 
once again, we see an 
increase in equity levels from 
28% to 30% as a result of the 
recognition of deferred revenue 
and of the margin. 

The recorded costs for the 
electric plant - poles, 
conductors and so forth - 
increased by 4.8% as we 
replaced parts of an aging 
distribution system and as we 
introduced conveniences such 
as automatic meter reading 
devices throughout the system. 

The increase in electric plant 
was the sole reason for the 
increase in long-term debt of 
$1,500,000, excluding current 
maturities. 

Also on the balance sheet, we 
would call your attention to the 
Cooperative’s improved current 
position, the relationship of 
current assets to current 
liabilities. That occurred 
largely because of our full 
payment, as scheduled, of a 
note for certain stranded costs 
which we paid to Soyland 
Power Cooperative. 

Income Statement 

The costs for depreciation and 
interest, which total 14.7% of 
the revenue dollar, are the 
capital costs of the electric 
plant. When plant increases 
faster than either total revenue 
or operating margin, it almost 
always means that rates have 
to increase to meet our 
obligations to our lenders, and 
that was the case leading to 
higher rates at the beginning of 
this year. 

We would call your attention to 
the fact that operating costs, 
excluding purchased power, 
increased by only $11,912, just 
under two-tenths of one 
percent, and your management 
and staff are to be commended 
for keeping total costs under 
control. 

Financial Controls and the 
Audit Process 

It is the Board’s responsibility 
to ensure management’s 
properly recording all financial 
transactions and properly 
safeguarding assets, and, for 
the Board, let me assure you 
that this responsibility is taken 
very seriously. 

Since our last report to you, we 
have established policies which 
restate our commitment to 
fairly presenting financial 
information to you and to other 
stakeholders, and we have 
restated our commitment to 
developing budgets and 
controls consistent with the 
best practices in the industry. 

The Board reviews detailed 
financial statements from each 
of the companies every month, 
and, from the subsidiary 
companies, we review the 
profitability of each business 

line, not just that of the 
company, itself. 

The Cooperative’s independent 
auditor also audits Illinois Rural 
Telecommunication Co. and 
Prather Oil Co. Those audits 
are reviewed in detail by the 
audit partner with the entire 
Board, and the Board meets in 
executive session with the 
auditor without management or 
staff present. 

Capital Credit Reports 

The 2004 capital credit reports 
will be mailed to you shortly 
after the Annual Meeting. As 
they did last year, these reports 
will show how much of the 
Cooperative’s equity is yours. 

Unfortunately, we are not in a 
position to pay you in cash for 
those capital credits, but we 
have decided in addition to 
paying limited amounts to 
settle estates, that when equity 
exceeds 35%, we will pay the 
excess amount as capital 
credits to members who 
earned those credits in the 
proceeding year to the extent 
allowed by our lenders. We 
will never be in a position to 
pay all of the capital credits, 
but we believe that we’ve 
reached as fair a way as is 
possible to retire some of those 
credits. 

We look forward to seeing you 
at the Annual Meeting, and, as 
we are at any time, we’ll be 
happy to answer any question 
you may have. 

Ronald K. Myers 
Treasurer 
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Member Meetings 

We’ve been having regular 
member, supper meetings 
across the territory in November 
and in March since the fall of 
1997, and we’ve enjoyed them 
very much. It gives us some 
time for fellowship and some 
time to listen to your concerns 
and to answer your questions. 
If you haven’t yet joined us at 
one of these meetings and if 
you’d like to, please let us know. 
Otherwise, you might just have 
to wait for a random invitation. 

Your Employees 

The full- and part-time 
employees at the Cooperative, 
IRTC and Prather Oil do an 
outstanding job throughout the 
year, and they will be at the 
annual meeting to greet you. 
Please take the time to thank 
and greet them as well. 

Annual Meeting 

We expect Saturday, June 5th, 
to be a nearly perfect day, and 
we look forward to seeing you at 
the Scott County Fair Grounds 
at 9:30 in the morning. Please 
try to come if you can. 

Sincerely, 

Robert A. Brown 
President 

Bruce N. Giffin 
General Manager 

2004 Annual Meeting Agenda 

1. Call to Order Robert A. Brown, President 
2. Invocation 
3. Determination of a Quorum James C. Gay, Secretary 
4. Notice of the Meeting Mr. Gay 
5. Approval of the Agenda Mr. Brown 
6. Adoption of Roberts 

Rules of Order Mr. Brown 
7. Appointment of Robert 

V. Bonjean, Jr., Esq. as 
Parliamentarian Mr. Brown 

8. Minutes of the 2003 Meeting Mr. Bonjean 
9. Treasurer’s Report Ronald K. Myers, Treasurer 
10. President’s Report Mr. Brown 
11. General Manager’s Report Bruce N. Giffin 
12. Approval of the Actions 

of the Board of Directors 
and Officers Mr. Bonjean 

13. Election of Directors Mr. Bonjean 
14. Adjournment Mr. Brown 

Copies of the Minutes of the 2003 Annual Meeting 
will be at the registration tables. 

$5,000.00 and Special Prizes for Members 
will be drawn throughout the meeting. 

Five $500.00 prizes! 

Twenty-five $100.00 prizes! 

Your favorite charity could win one of 
eleven $500.00 prizes from the Members’ Fund. 
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Finally, we think using 
renewable resources is the right 
thing to do. Just look at the cost 
of imported energy today. 

Renewable resources - wind, 
biomass and methane from 
animal waste - have the added 
advantage of being found in the 
rural communities all across 
America, just like those we 
serve here in Illinois. 

Policy 

Your Board of Directors doesn’t, 
of course, manage the day-to- 
day activities at the Cooperative 
and its subsidiary, Illinois Rural 
Telecommunication Co. On the 
other hand, the members of the 
Board do have the responsibility 
to set policy so that the 
operations are managed as 
we’d wish. At corporations of 
every type just about 
everywhere, boards are 
reviewing policies to lessen the 
likelihood of disasters such as 
those at Enron and a host of 
other corporations. 

Fortunately, our very structure, 
based upon a member-elected 
Board of Directors, makes 
corporate scandal all the less 
likely than at places like Enron. 
Unlike the situation at all too 
many investor-owned 
companies, none of your Board 
members owes his or her job to 
management. 

It’s almost always the case that 
when companies don’t 
adequately regulate themselves, 
the government will step in, and 
that’s exactly what has 

happened. While your 
Cooperative is only covered by 
a relatively small part of new 
federal legislation requiring a 
higher set of standards at 

American corporations, we want 
to be certain that all of our 
policies meet the highest 
standards set forth in federal 
law whenever that’s possible. 

During the past year, a 
committee of directors, chaired 
by your secretary, James C. 
Gay, has reviewed all of our 
policies and brought revisions, 
new policies and amended 
policies to the full Board. It’s 
been a formidable effort. 

We won’t try to review it all here. 
If we were allowed to condense 
that extensive effort to a fairly 
short statement, it would be: 
Your directors and employees 
must work to attain the highest 
level of integrity in everything 
we do to oversee and operate 
your Cooperative and its 
subsidiary. 

Subsidiary Activities 

It’s been just over a year since 
IRTC acquired Prather Oil, and 
we’ve had a successful start. 
Prather Oil earned $95,951 after 
taxes last year while keeping its 
propane and fuel oil prices at 
very competitive levels. IRTC’s 
DirecTV® and Internet 
businesses did well too, bringing 
the total non-electric 
contribution to earnings to 
$283,925, after taxes. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

Those companies also pay their 
full share of the wages and 
benefits of any Cooperative 
employee who spends time 
working for those operations, 
and IRTC pays a significant 
amount of the total cost of 
working with local economic 
development efforts. 

Power Supply 

We buy our power from Soyland 
Power Cooperative, and one of 
your directors, Merton L. Pond, 
and your general manager sit on 
the Soyland Board of Directors. 

Soyland’s current contract for 
wholesale power with Ameren 
Energy runs through 2008, and 
it’s an attractive one for us. 

The difficult questions at 
Soyland are those concerning 
the power supply after 2008. 
Should Soyland participate in 
building a coal plant? Or, 
should Soyland continue to 
purchase power on the 
competitive market? What other 
options may be available, longer 
term contracts from a specific 
new power plant, as an 
example? 

Your Board spends a 
considerable amount of time 
considering the options, and, so 
far, it’s our view that the 
competitive market poses the 
fewest risks. 

Notice of the 2004 Annual Meeting Page 4 



To Our Members: 

We’re looking forward to seeing 
you at the annual meeting this 
year, and we’re looking forward 
to the rest of 2004. All-in-all 
2004 should be better than the 
mixed results achieved in 2003. 

Once again, the Cooperative’s 
earnings, excluding the 
recognition of deferred revenue, 
was lower than its subsidiary’s 
earnings. On that basis, the 
Cooperative earned $279,631 
on revenue of $14,201,491, or 
just under 2%. 

Rates 

Our rates did not generate as 
much cash in 2003 as our 
bankers - the federal 
government and our cooperative 
lenders - require, and, as a 
result, we had to raise rates an 
average of about 3%, effective 
at the beginning of this year. 

The overwhelming factor 
causing higher rates is the need 
to replace an aging electric 
distribution system. We have 
to replace poles and conductor 
to maintain service and to meet 
our public safety responsibilities. 

We’re replacing forty-to-fifty- 
year-old poles, which originally 
cost $100 to $150, with poles 
that cost as much as $1,500, 
while sales are increasing at a 
very modest 1.5%. 

We’ve already achieved every 
efficiency we can without hurting 
service, and there is no other 
choice but to pass the higher 
capital costs on to the 
membership. 

There is nothing we like less 
than increasing rates, and it is 
our hope and expectation that 
the increases in the coming 
years will be somewhat more 
modest than in the past couple 
of years. Nonetheless, until we 
see much better growth in sales, 
we are going to continue to see 
increases in the price we must 
charge for electric service. 

Economic Development 

We play an active, leading role 
in community efforts in 
economic development, and 
we’ve contributed to some 
successes. We have, for 
instance, made significant 
resources available for rural 
water systems which are a key 
to economic growth in the areas 
we serve. 

At the same time, we’ve seen 
far too many jobs leave the 
service territory. Attracting new 
employers to the area and 
keeping those we have are 
exceedingly difficult. The 
counties we serve have seen 
virtually no population growth 
since 1900. 

We continue to work with and 
support the Pike County 
Development Corporation, Scott 
County Development 
Corporation, Greater 
Jacksonville Economic 
Development Corporation and 
efforts underway in Greene 
County. One of our goals has 
naturally been to get these 
organizations working together 
because success is more likely 
in a larger organization than in a 
smaller one. 

We also think our efforts in de¬ 
veloping renewable energy 
from wind in Pike County should 
also support economic 
development and job growth 
there. 

Wind Power 

We’ve received grants and 
support totaling $863,000 from 
the federal and state 
governments and the Illinois 
Clean Energy Foundation. That 
will provide nearly half of the 
cost of building a 1.7 megawatt 
wind turbine in Pike County, and 
the grants and support will 
assure that we get energy from 
the turbine at the right price. 
A turbine the size of ours at full 
capacity would provide the 
electric requirements of about 
500 houses on the hottest day 
of the year, or just under 5% of 
our total demand on that kind of 
day. 

Based on our studies of the 
wind in Pike County, we expect 
to achieve just under 30% of the 
turbine’s rated capacity. It 
doesn’t have to run at full 
throttle to be economic. 

While we can’t build more than 
one turbine because of our 
current contract with Soyland 
Power Cooperative, we do 
believe that the successful 
operation of our turbine will 
encourage the development of 
the wind resource in Pike 
County. 

As that happens, we’ll see an 
increase in the property tax 
base, and we’ll see the 
development of jobs to maintain 
the turbines. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative Notice of the 2004 Annual Meeting Page 3 



James C. Gay, 
Secretary, 
Rockport 

Kevin Brannan, 
Eldred 

Gary K. Clark, 
New Canton 

Members of the Cooperative’s Board of Directors 

Thomas D. Meehan III 
Roodhouse 
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Ronald K. Myers, 
Treasurer, 
Griggsville 

William Griswold, 
Rockbridge 

Merton L. Pond, Robert Reed, 
Bluffs Nebo 
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F. Alan Heaton, 
Vice President, 
Murrayville 

Julia B. Eberlin, 
Brussels 

Robert A. Brown, 
President, Winchester 
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Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative 

Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

Notice of the 2004 Annual Meeting 

To All Active Members of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative: 

The 2004 Annual Meeting of Members will be held on Saturday, June 5, 2004, 
at 10:00 AM at the Scott County Fair Grounds in Winchester, Illinois. Registration 
will begin at 9:30 AM. 

Members will hear reports on the condition of the cooperative, elect four directors 
and consider a proposed change in the Bylaws. The meeting provides the 
opportunity for you to ask questions and make suggestions to the Cooperative’s 
Board of Directors and management. 

On behalf of our Board of Directors, I urge you to attend. If you are not able to be 
there in person, please send your proxy with a friend or neighbor. 

We look forward to seeing you on June 5. 

James C. Gay, 
Secretary 

YOU COULD WIN PART OF A TOTAL OF $5,000 IN DOOR PRIZES 
FOR MEMBERS - FIVE $500 PRIZES AND TWENTY-FIVE $100 PRIZES. 

YOUR FAVORITE LOCAL CHARITY COULD WIN $500, ONE OF ELEVEN 
PRIZES FROM THE ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC MEMBERS’ FUND. 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
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