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Kyle Finley demonstrated the 
power of electricity 

Recently, Corn Belt Energy and 
the Bloomington/Normal Area Home 
Builder's Association invited the public 
to view six Live Line Demonstrations. 
Police, firefighters, rescue workers, bus 
drivers, safety trainers and truck drivers 
were encouraged to attend. Cooperative 
employees also viewed this presentation 
as part of their safety training. 

Kyle Finley, a former Journeyman 
Lineman, performs demonstrations 
throughout the Midwest teaching the 
public about the dangers associated with 
electricity. Finley's portable Live Line 
Demo allows him to simulate numerous 
everyday situations in the space of about 
25 feet. Years of training, access to special 
clothing and equipment, and meticulous 
attention to maintenance and detail enable 
Finley to safely simulate potentially deadly 
situations. 

Finley said, “By rec¬ 
reating situations people 
might find at home, au¬ 
dience members see first 
hand how this could affect 

them. They see the arc, feel the percussion 
of the explosion and smell the hotdogs 
burning (simulating flesh). And the entire 
time they’re thinking, ‘that could be me.' 
The impact and the information reten¬ 
tion is just so much greater when they’ve 
witnessed the power of electricity first 
hand.” 

During each program he related 
numerous instances of people killed or 
badly injured by electricity. In each case, 
the accident could have been avoided if 
only the proper precautions or procedures 
had been followed. 

Finley blew fuses with ear popping ex¬ 
plosions and demonstrated the dangers of 
Mylar balloons and tools using smoke, fire 
and electrical flashes as visual aids. When 
Mylar balloons are released, they can land 
on electrical equipment and cause major 

outages affecting hospitals, 
businesses and residences. 
Also, if your child's kite flies 
into a power line, keep ev¬ 
eryone clear and call Corn 
Belt Energy. Well remove it 
safely. 

He warned the audi¬ 
ence to stay in their ve¬ 
hicles if they are involved 
in or approach an accident 
where electrical wires are 

involved. The vehicle, the ground and 
fences may all become energized. Call 
911 or the power company, and stay in 
your vehicle! 

The sponsors promoted these dem¬ 
onstrations with the hope that passing on 
this vital safety information could poten¬ 
tially save lives. If one death or injury is 
prevented as the result of this program, 
then it was a success. 
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Strengthening the cooperative through a 
talented workforce 

Back row from left to right: Russ Camp, Randy Walters, Shawn 
Owens, Shane Bollhorst and Delbert Dawdy. Second row from 
left to right: Jill Dirr, Clark Buhlig, Aaron Stacey, Greg Collins 
and Matt Houser. Front row from left to right: Kolby Batterton, 
Steve Toliver, Carrie Eichholz, and Terri Pape. Not pictured is 
Ian Cardosi. 

Over the past 12 months, 15 
new employees were hired. The 
various positions include: En¬ 
gineering Clerk, Field Engineer, 
Apprentice Linemen, Custodian 
Repairman, Member Accounts 
Representative, Part-time Payable 
Accountant, Forestry Apprentice, 
Journeyman Linemen and Mem¬ 
ber Accounts Supervisor. 

This is the largest group of 
employees hired over a 12-month 
period since the inception of the 
cooperative. These people were 
hired due to growth, advance¬ 
ments, retirements and replace¬ 
ments. 

During the recent orienta¬ 
tion, employees met department 
managers, learned work-flow 
processes, utility terminology, 
resource information and the importance of 
teamwork to deliver reliable energy and excel¬ 
lent service to our members. 

As “Baby Boomers” are nearing retirement, 
management personnel are preparing for the 
future. Within the next 10 years, a significant 

number of current employees will have retired or 
be within retirement age. This will bring great op¬ 
portunities, along with tremendous challenges. 

Corn Belt Energy is committed to building a 
highly trained work force to lead your cooperative 
in the 21st century. 

Scholarship money 
available 

February 20, 
2004, is the 
deadline to ap¬ 
ply for the Youth 
to Washington 
Scholarship 
Competition. 
The 1st place 
winner will re¬ 
ceive a $2,000 

college scholarship and a trip to Washington, 
D.C. in June 2004. The 2nd place winner will 
receive a $1,000 college scholarship. 

For additional information, visit our Web site 
at www.cornbeltenergy.com or call us at (800) 
879-0339, ext 250. 

Mark your calendar! 
Corn Belt Energy’s annual 

meeting of members will be held 
Saturday, March 20, 2004. 

We wish you a 
prosperous and healthy 

New Year! 
Corn Belt Energy’s offices will be closed 
on January 1, 2004, for New Year’s Day. 
In the event of an electrical emergency! 
please phone (800) 879-0339 or (800) 
654-1088. 
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Winter preparedness safety tips 
January is frequently measured by how 

many days are left in the month. The fewer 
days remaining means spring is a little 
closer, and there are fewer opportunities 
for winter storms. Listen to the radio or 
television to get the latest information, and 
be familiar with weather terms. 

Winter storm watch 
Be alert, a storm is likely to affect your 
area. 

Winter storm warning 
Take action, severe winter weather condi¬ 
tions are definitely on the way. 

Blizzard warning 
Large amounts of falling or blowing snow 
and sustained winds of at least 35 miles per 
hour are expected for several hours. 

Winter weather advisory 
Winter weather conditions are expected to 
cause significant inconveniences and may be 
hazardous, especially to motorists. 

Frost/freeze warning 
Below freezing temperatures are expected 
and may cause damage to plants, crops, or 
fruit trees. 

FEMA (Federal Emergency Management 
Agency) offers some tips for preparing 
and weathering winter storms. 

• Service snow removal equipment and 
have rock salt on hand to melt ice on walk¬ 
ways and kitty litter to generate temporary 
traction. 

• Make sure you have sufficient heating 
fuel in case regular fuel sources are cut off. 
Have safe emergency heating equipment 
available. 

• Winterize your home by insulating the 
walls and attic, caulk and weather-strip 
doors and windows, and install storm win¬ 
dows or cover windows with plastic from 
the inside. 

• Keep pipes from freezing. Wrap pipes 
in insulation or layers of old newspapers. 
Cover the newspapers with plastic to keep 
out moisture. Let faucets drip a little to 
avoid freezing. Know how to shut off water 
valves. 

• Have supplies on hand, including a 
flashlight, battery-operated radio and extra 
batteries, First-aid kit, one-week supply of 
food (including items that don’t require 
refrigeration or cooking), a hand-held 
can opener, one-week supply of essential 
prescription medications, extra blankets, 
sleeping bags and a fire extinguisher (A-B- 
C type). 

• Conserve fuel by lowering the thermo¬ 
stat to 65 degrees during the day and 55 
degrees at night. Close off unused rooms. 

• If you have to go outdoors, dress 
warmly with loose-fitting, layered, light¬ 
weight clothing. Layers can be removed to 
prevent perspiration and chill. Outer gar¬ 
ments should be tightly woven and water 
repellant. Mittens are warmer than gloves, 
because fingers generate warmth when they 
touch each other. 

• Avoid overexertion. Cold weather puts 
an added strain on the heart. Unaccustomed 
exercise such as shoveling snow or pushing 
a car can bring on a heart attack or make 
other medical conditions worse. 

• Be aware of symptoms of dehydra¬ 
tion, frostbite and hypothermia. Change 
wet clothing frequently to prevent a loss of 
body heat. 

• Remember to help your neighbors who 
may require special assistance-infants, el¬ 
derly people, and people with disabilities. 

Contact your local emergency management 
office or American Red Cross chapter for 
more information on winter storms. 

Source: www.fema.gov/hazards/winterstorms/ 
stormsf.shtm 
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FEBRUARY 2004 A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

Candidates nominated for board positions 

First row/left to right: Peter Borowski, Larry Priest, Marvin Polte, Owen Arvin and Ralph Freebairn. 
Second Row/Left to Right: Jerry Starkey, Arlis Springer, Gary Moncelle, Gene Hoffman, Terry Longman 
and Kenneth West. 

The Nominating Committee met at the 
Corn Belt Energy office on December 

12, 2003, to nominate candidates for five 
board positions to be filled by election at 
the annual meeting of members. Two 

Corn Belt Energy members are 
encouraged to attend the 66th Annual 
Meeting of Members to be held at Normal 
Community West High School on March 20, 
2004. Cooperative members will have an op¬ 
portunity to vote on board members, hear 
corporate updates and talk with Corn Belt 
Energy employees and directors. 

The program will include reports from 
the Co-op's President and Board of Direc¬ 
tor Chairman and Treasurer. Also scheduled 

subsequent conference calls followed to 
complete the nomination process. The 
committee nominated the following mem¬ 
bers for election: 

is entertainment and drawings for prices. 
Coffee, tea, milk and donuts will be served 
during morning registration, which begins at 
8:00 a.m. The meeting will begin at 10:00 
a.m. and last until noon. A complimentary 
lunch will be served in the cafeteria following 
the meeting. 

Exercise your rights as a member/owner 
of Corn Belt Energy and attend this year’s 
Annual Meeting. To make lunch reservations, 
call (800) 879-0339 or (309) 662-5330. 

Robert Whitwood, Jr. District 1 Hudson 

Ralph Steiger District 2 Delavan 

Stephen Schertz District 3 El Paso 

Laverne Malone District 5 Mama 

Robert Angus District 9 Ottawa 
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You can build a certifiably comfortable home 

*11*7 

ORt 

For many years electric cooperative 
energy advisors across the state have 
been helping members who are 
building new homes make sure 
their homes are energy efficient 
and comfortable. Several years 
ago these co-op energy experts 
put their heads together and 
produced an easy to read man¬ 
ual called “The Certified Comfort 
Home.” Now that manual has been 
updated and is available free of charge 
to electric co-op members. 

“We know there is a lot of information out 
there on energy efficiency and building techniques 
and materials, but we wanted to distill that down 
into practical advice that all of the co-op energy 
advisors have learned over the years,” says Jerry 
Durflinger, Member Services Manager. “One of 
the problems we’ve found is even some builders 
and contractors don’t always understand that 
building energy efficiency into a new house re¬ 
ally doesn’t take much more money or effort. If 
we can help both the member and the builder 
understand what we’ve learned about energy ef¬ 
ficiency building techniques our members are go¬ 
ing to be happier with their new home. They’re 
going to be comfortable and their energy bills are 
going to be lower.” 

Although the “Certified Comfort Home” 
manual contains fairly detailed instructions and 
diagrams, it is also easy for the consumer without 
any construction background to understand. 

Durflinger says, “Even though we wanted this 
manual to be complete and have plenty of detail, 
we know that people often just want the simple 
facts. So right up front near the index we boiled 
it all down into a simple bulleted list of the main 
facts we want our members to remember when 
they build a new home.” 

If you don’t remember anything 
else, remember this... 

■ Though some of the items pre¬ 
sented in this booklet seem insig¬ 
nificant, it is the use of the total 
concept that provides for large 

energy savings. 
■ Corner and partition construction 

1 should minimize air pockets and al¬ 
low for full insulation. 
It is recommended that cellulose insu¬ 
lation be used in ceilings and walls. 
When insulating the basement or 
crawl space, do not forget to insulate 
the box sill 
Caulking and sealing of the exterior 
wall and its components is very im¬ 
portant to the overall efficiency of the 
home. 

The attic area should be insulated to a 
minimum R-40, 
Basements have more heat loss than 
most people realize. 
Geothermal and air to air heat pumps, 
which move heat energy rather than 
create it, can be three times more ef¬ 
ficient than gas furnaces. 
Because windows and glass doors are 
major areas of heat loss and gain, they 
should be sized so they 

f 

Richard Albert Retires 
After nearly 37 years, Richard Albert recently retired from 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation. He began his career with the co¬ 
operative in 1967 as a Groundsman, and later completed the 
four-year Lineman Apprenticeship. Richard was a Construction 
Foreman upon retirement. 

The cooperative wishes to extend our thanks to Richard for his 
many years of service and wish him the best in his retirement. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Grant money available for 
geothermal energy systems 

co co 

Communities and non-profit organizations 
served by an Illinois electric cooperative can now 
receive up to $50,000 to help with the installation 
of geothermal heating and cooling systems through 
a grant program administered by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) and funded by 
the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation. 

The US. Environmental Protection Agency calls 
geothermal heating and cooling systems “the most 
energy efficient, environmentally clean and cost-ef¬ 
fective space conditioning systems available.” 

Corn Belt Energy’s President Jeff Reeves says, 
“We are very excited about the availability of this 
grant, because this will really help some of our local 
schools or churches save money on their monthly 
energy bills. Geothermal systems on average can 
cut energy expenses by 50 percent, and have been 
proven to decrease maintenance costs as well. 

“Corn Belt Energy looks forward to collaborating 
with the Illinois Clean Energy Community Founda¬ 
tion on this program, which will promote a proven, 
under-utilized, energy-saving clean technology.” 

’The Illinois Clean Energy Community Foun¬ 
dation appreciates the leadership of the electric 
cooperatives on this effort,” says James Mann, 
Executive Director of Illinois Clean Energy Com¬ 
munity Foundation. “We see this as a breakthrough 
opportunity for public and non-profit organizations. 
They can benefit from improved comfort in their 
facilities, lower operating and maintenance costs 
and reduced energy use, leading to less pollution 
in Illinois communities.” 

For more information about the geothermal 
system funding program, contact Corn Belt Energy 
at (800) 879-0339, Ext. 228 or the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives at (217)529-5561. or 
go to www.aiec.coop. 

Interstate Center 
in Bloomington 

March 12, 13, 14 

GEO ALLIANCE 
Promoting the installation of energy efficient geothermal systems 

Fast facts about geothermal systems 
e Corn Belt Energy offers a winter rate of 3.955 

cent per kwh for these systems. 

0 The cost for a geothermal unit and installation 
is approximately twice that of other conven¬ 
tional heating/cooling/water heating systems, 
but the average payback is within 6-8 years. 

0 Although you may have to borrow more for 
new construction, the reduction in monthly 
energy bills more than offsets the slightly 
higher mortgage payment. 

O The unit is 3-4 times more efficient than other 
furnaces, and approximately 35 percent of the 
water heating is virtually free. 

0 According to the U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency, GeoExchange systems save 
homeowners 60 percent in heating costs and 
50 percent in cooling costs, compared to 
conventional systems. 

0 They are highly reliable, require little mainte¬ 
nance, and are built to last for decades. 

^ They add considerably to the value of 
homes. 

^ Today the major barrier to wider use of this 
marvelous technology is the fact that many 
consumers simply aren’t aware it’s there. 

0 Installation is not limited to new construc¬ 
tion. 

(J)) When temperatures drop below 10 degrees 
F, it’s most efficient to have back-up heat. 
New geothermal installations have a built-in 
electric element that backs up the system 
when temperatures are severe. For people 
who are replacing their air conditioner and 
their furnaces are less than five years old, 
their existing furnace and blower can act as 
a backup. 

To find out mor© 
GeoExchange is a smart investment for 

consumers who want a system that provides 
a high level of comfort and low monthly energy 
bills for as long as they own their homes. 

The most valuable information sources 
are professionals with GeoExchange experi¬ 
ence. Contact Corn Belt Energy for information 
about area dealers who install these units. Call 
(800) 879-0339, Ext. 222 or Ext. 228. 
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Tools of the trade 
What do you do when a raging blizzard is 

ravaging the countryside? You stay inside where 
it’s warm and dry. An electric lineman goes out in 
the driving wind and snow to repair electric lines, 
so you can stay inside where it’s warm and dry. 

In order to perform their tasks safely, our line 

personnel must wear special protective gear along 
with their equipment. The lineman's “business 
suit” weighs more than 36 pounds, and they carry 
all this equipment when they climb utility poles in 
various types of inclement weather conditions. 

Hard hat 
Ear muffs 
Safety glasses 
Arborist trim saw 
Hand & foot ascenders for 
mid-air climbing 
Tree climbing 
hooks for safety rescue 
Rope for life line support 
Hand saw for delicate 
pruning 
2 in 1 safety lanyard 
Figure 8 descent and 
single line descent 
Double lock carabiners 
Double eye prusik 
Tree climbing saddle 
Tree climbing rope for life 
line support 
10” tall logger boots 

Pictured are (left) Randy Walters, Forestry Apprentice and (right) 
Clark Buhlig, Journeyman Lineman. 
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Although it’s their job, we still appreciate their sacrifices. We’re your electric co-op, here for 
driving blizzard. The next time you get a chance, thank a lineman. 

Hard hat 
Safety glasses 
Flame retardant shirt 
Leather gloves 
with cuffs 
Rubber gloves 
Safety belt with 
assorted tools 
Gaffs (also known 
as hooks or climbers 
Climbing belt (also 
known as body belt) 

Ditty bag for parts 
Climber pads 
Tool holster 
16” tall lineman boots 
with steel shank 
and toes 
Double locking 
positioning strap (also 
known as “safety”) 
Rubber glove bag 

you in rain, shine or 

A handshake still means something 
Remember when a handshake was all it took to seal a deal.7 

It’s still that way at your local electric cooperative. 

The Touchstone Energy® logo you see on our trucks, hats, 
and on our sign outside, along with our co-op name, 
stand for our promise to you that you’ll receive the 

best electric service at the best possible price. 

We’re here only to serve you. And in a world 
where not much is certain, you can count on that. — 

Touchstone Energy® 
We are the power of human connections. The power of human connections 
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MARCH 2004 A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

Corn Belt Energy invites you to attend 
the 66th Annual Meeting of Members 
Corn Belt Energy Corporation 

(CBEC) will hold its 66th Annual Meet¬ 
ing of Members on Saturday, March 
20, 2004, at the Normal Community 
West High School. Registration begins 
at 8 a.m. and continues until 10 a.m. 
The Annual Meeting begins at 10 a.m. 
and is scheduled to last until noon. 

The program includes reports from 
the Chairman of the Board of Direc¬ 
tors, the President and the Treasurer 
of Corn Belt Energy. Also scheduled 
are the election of board members, en¬ 
tertainment, and drawings for prizes. 
Coffee, milk, donuts and rolls will be 
served during registration. There will 
be an Early Bird prize drawing at 10 a.m. 
A complimentary lunch will be served 
following the meeting. 

The Nominating Committee met in 
December to nominate candidates for 
five board positions to be filled by elec¬ 
tion at the Annual Meeting. The commit¬ 
tee nominated the following members 
for election: Robert Whitwood, Jr. and 
Ron Hofbauer, District 1; Ralph Steiger, 
District 2; Stephen Schertz, District 3; 
Laverne Malone, District 5 and Robert 
Angus, District 9. One director will be 
elected from the two nominees for Dis¬ 
trict 1 based on the vote count. 

Correction: The February issue omit¬ 
ted Ron Hojbauer’s name as a board 
candidate for District 1. Please note: 
Ron Hofbauer and Robert Whitwood 
are both competing for one opening in 
District 1. We apologize for the error. 

(continued on page 16b) 

Board Candidates 

Robert Whitwood, Jr. 
District 1 

Ron Hofbauer 
District 1 

Ralph Steiger 
District 2 

Stephen Schertz 
District 3 

Laverne Malone 
District 5 

Robert Angus 
District 9 
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66th Annual Meeting of Members (continued from page 16a) 

Corn Belt Energy members are encouraged 
to attend the Annual Meeting of Members. Mem¬ 
bers are owners of the cooperative and entitled to 
voting rights. Joint members (husband and wife) 
are entitled to one vote. Members are eligible to 
vote for all candidates regardless of where they 
reside. Ballots will be issued at registration. The 

cooperative’s annual meeting is an opportunity for 
those who receive CBEC services to participate 
and keep informed of developments affecting the 
cooperative. Annual meeting reports will be mailed 
directly to members’ homes and businesses in 
March. Additional information about the candi¬ 
dates is included in these reports. 

What role does a cooperative director play? 
Cooperative directors are members of Com Belt 

Energy, just like you. They are elected by their fellow 
members at the annual meeting and serve three- 
year terms. A total of 15 directors represent all the 
districts within Corn Belt Energy's service territory. 

Directors are responsible for managing the 
business affairs and property of the cooperative, 
authorizing contracts and fixing charges for en¬ 
ergy and other services for its members. They also 
provide direction to the cooperative’s manage¬ 

ment. Since they are a part of your community, 
directors also provide a form of outreach, fielding 
questions and concerns and bringing member 
input back to the board. 

Attend this year’s annual meeting and meet 
the candidates and the director(s) who represent 
your district. Exercise your voting rights by par¬ 
ticipating in the election of cooperative directors. 
They represent you when making key operating 
decisions. 

CALL J.U.L.I.E. before you dig... 
1 -(800)-892-0123 

Digging into a buried line can be extremely dangerous, costly 
and inconvenient. Even if you’re digging a garden or posthole, 
you should take precautions to avoid problems by making 
sure in advance you won’t be digging into an underground 
utility line. At least two business days before you begin, be 
sure to call J.U.L.I.E. It stands for “Joint Utility Locating 
Information for Excavators.” A J.U.L.I.E. operator will take 
your name and location and will alert every participating 
utility that has underground lines in your area. Each util¬ 

ity will come to your digging site and place color-coded 
markers to indicate buried lines. 

Please plan ahead and call J.U.L.I.E. at 
l-(800)-892-0123 at least two business days before 
you dig. 

ELECTRIC WATER HEATERS 
flameless, ventless, odorless, silent, clean, safe, 

child-proof, low-priced, produce no carbon monoxide 

WE’LL HELP YOU BUY ONE 
WITH UP TO $125 CASH! 

Call Member Services at ext. 222 for details 

r GEOTHERMAL 
MOST EFFICIENT SYSTEM FOR HEATING, 

COOLING AND DOMESTIC HOT WATER 
For details call 

800-879-0339 ext. 222 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
Before you call CBEC: 
Look around the neighborhood to see if other homes on your 
line have lights. If they do, you probably still have electricity. 
Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the breaker to "on” 
will restore your power. If we send a crew out and the problem 
is in your equipment, we’ll bill you $50 to partly cover our 
costs in sending the crew. 

CENTRAL REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 879-0339 

NORTHERN REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 654-1088 

ATTENTION NICOR GAS CUSTOMERS! 
If Nicor is your natural gas utility, you can choose Corn Belt Energy for your supplier. Our natural gas offer 

for 2004/2005 will be available in March. Watch our Web site at www.cornbeltenergy.com 
for updated information, or call and leave your name and mailing address to receive a brochure. 

Call (800) 879-0339 and select option 4. 

please plan to attend 
Saturday, 

March 20, 2004 
to be held at Normal Community West High School 

in Normal, Illinois. 

8:00 - 10:00 a.m. - Registration. Coffee, milk, donuts and rolls served 
10:00 a.m. - Early Bird prize drawing 
10:00 a.m. - Noon - Annual Meeting 

Reports from the Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
the President and the Treasurer of CBEC 

Election of board members 
Entertainment 

Drawing for prizes 
Noon - Lunch will be served 

Please return reservation form before March 18, 2004, or 
reply via e-mail to thomlinson@cornbeltenergy.com 

Lunch reservation form "66th Annual Meeting of Members 
There is no charge for the meal. Please return the completed form to 

CBEC, RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 62702-0816, call (800) 879-0339 or 
reply via e-mail to thomlinson@cornbeltenergy.com before March 18th 

Please make dinner reservations for 

Member name (please print)  

City  

Telephone number (incl. area code) ( 

people. 

Map location number 
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A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

Corn Belt Energy Welcomes 
Three New Schools 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern (800) 654-1088 
Central (800) 879-0339 

FAX: (309) 663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 
Monday thru Friday 

E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

n 2003, Corn Belt Energy began serving three new schools in the Bloomington/Normal area: Corner¬ 
stone Christian Academy, Central Catholic High School and Normal Community High School. 

' In November 2003, Cornerstone 
Christian Academy students and 

administration moved into their new fa¬ 
cility. Located three miles east of Towan- 
da Barnes on Ireland Grove Road, the 
52,000 square foot building is situated 
on 78 acres. This is Phase I of an ambi¬ 
tious plan to construct four additional 
wings. The original square in the center 
will eventually be a common space for 
the library, cafeteria, kitchen, fine arts 
and computer labs. 

Cornerstone Christian Academy is 
an independent Christian school and is 
not funded by any one particular church. 
Student enrollment represents 55 area 
churches, from whose pastors participate 
in the weekly chapel services. Founded 
in 1997, Cornerstone Christian Academy 
offers a Bible-based curriculum, deliber¬ 
ately limiting classes to 12-14 students. 

There are currently approximately 
350 pre-school through 9th grade stu¬ 
dents enrolled. Plans are to add another 
grade level each year for the next three 
years, to accommodate students through 
12th grade. Prior to moving into the new 

building, students were located in 
three facilities: Evangelical United 
Methodist Church, Grace United Meth¬ 
odist Church and Second Presbyterian 
Church. 

According to April Kinzinger, Di¬ 
rector of Development, one unique 
feature about their new school is the 
energy-efficient geothermal heating 
and cooling system. By installing a 
geothermal system, they were able 
to receive a $100,000 grant from 
the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation. Projected savings by using 
a geothermal system is approximately 
$17,000 each year. Considering the en¬ 
ergy savings along with the grant, they 
expect the system will pay for itself in 
less than two years. 

Joy Allen, Principal of Central 
Catholic High School, says 

their new facility has a very warm 
and welcoming feeling, with skylights 
above the common area. They moved 
into the new building at 1201 Airport 

(continued on page 16b) 
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Corn Belt Energy Welcomes Three New Schools (continued from page 16a) 

Road in Bloomington in August 2003. 
Central Catholic High School has an 
enrollment of 325 students in grades 
9 through 12. 

Formerly located at 712 N. Cen¬ 
ter Street, their previous facility was 
built in 1926 and was once called Holy 
Trinity High School. The old building 
wasn’t air-conditioned, and the wiring 
limited their ability to have Internet 
connections in all the classrooms. 
The new facility has those amenities, 
plus an auditorium with a seating ca¬ 
pacity of 515, where drama/musical 
productions and all-school masses 
are held. There is also a beautiful 
chapel and a large gymnasium. The 
gymnasium is large enough for two 
groups to practice simultaneously or 
to host regional games. The adjoining 
25 acres, owned by the Bloomington 
Park District, makes a beautiful set¬ 
ting for students to view as they gather 
in the cafeteria. 

Central Catholic High School of¬ 
fers a faith-based component plus 
advanced placement classes and cur¬ 
riculum for challenged students. 

1 

Located at 3900 E. Raab Road, the new Normal 
Community High School opened its doors for the 

first time in August 2003, when the fall term began. 
There are 1,587 students enrolled in grades 9 through 
12. The layout of the new building is similar to Normal 
West High School, but offers more room for classrooms 
and a larger cafeteria and auditorium. 

According to Daniel Lamboley, Assistant Principal, 
the use of glass surrounding the Instructional Media 
Center (IMC) gives an “awesome” ambience. Glass also 
encases the south side, the green house, and the front 
of the auditorium. The state-of-the-art theatre seats 
approximately 700 people. 

The library, computer lab and photography studio 
with dark room are “high-tech.” In fact, every depart¬ 
ment has access to the computer lab, is wired for 
Internet use and has a television set. 

Normal Community High School was formerly lo¬ 
cated on Kingsley Street. That facility is now Kingsley 
Junior High School, the third Unit 5 middle school in 
the Normal area. 

Natural Gas Offer Made Simple for 2004/2005 
We’ve listened to your requests and have implemented your suggestions. Sign up now for 

Corn Belt Energy’s latest natural gas offer. Here’s a summary of our offer: 

■ Simple terms ■ Consolidated billing through Nicor, 
■ Competitive variable pricing so you’ll only get one gas bill 
■ No extra fees ■ Actual or Budget Billing available regardless 

of your payment method 

Call for details (866) 806-3411 or visit our Web site at www.cornbeltenergy.com 
Let your cooperative supply your natural gas needs. 

REMINDER: REMINDER: REMINDER: REMINDER 

Daylight Saving Time Begins April 4th. 
Set your clock one hour ahead. Remember - 

Spring forward, Fall back. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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co Plant the Right Tree in the Right Place 

With a little research and a simple layout, you can produce j 
a landscape that will cool your home in summer and tame the I 
winter winds. Your well-planned yard will contain trees that 
grow well in the soil and moisture of your neighborhood. Your 
trees will be properly placed to avoid collisions with power lines | 
and buildings, and the aesthetics will increase your property j 
value. 

A proper landscape plan takes each tree into consider¬ 
ation: 
■ Height. Will the tree bump into anything when it is fully- 

grown? 
■ Canopy spread. How wide will the tree grow? 
■ Is the tree deciduous or coniferous? Will it lose its leaves j 

in the winter? 
■ Form or shape. A columnar tree will grow in less space. I 

Round and V-Shaped species provide the most shade. 
■ Growth rate. How long will it take for your tree to reach 

its full height? Slow growing species typically live longer 
than fast growing species. 

■ Soil, sun and moisture requirements. 
■ Fruit. No one wants messy droppings on busy side- | 

walks. 
Hardiness zone indicates the temperature extremes in which a tree 

can be expected to grow. Check with your local county home extension for a list of trees 
suitable for planting in your specific hardiness zone. 

Arbor Day is April 30th. Visit www.arborday.org and learn more about Arbor Day, 
planting the right tree in the right place and how you can receive 10 free trees. 

Please plan ahead and call J.U.L.I.E. at 
l-(800)-892-0123 at least two business days be¬ 

fore you dig. 

Digging into a buried line can be extremely 
dangerous, costly and inconvenient. Even 
if you’re digging a garden or posthole, you 

should take precautions to avoid problems by 
making sure in advance you won’t be digging into 
an underground utility line. At least two business 
days before you begin, be sure to call J.U.L.I.E. It 
stands for “Joint Utility Locating Information for 
Excavators.” A J.U.L.I.E. operator will take your 
name and location and will alert every participat¬ 
ing utility that has underground lines in your area. 
Each utility will come to your digging site and place 
color-coded markers to indicate buried lines. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Help With Energy Bills 
If you anticipate difficulty paying your CBEC 

electric bill, contact our Member Services De¬ 
partment, ext.253, or ext.228, to set up a payment 
arrangement. 

If you would like to apply for assistance, con¬ 
tact the agency in the following list that serves your 
county. Ask about the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

Carver Community Action Agency 
235 E Main Street 
Galesburg, IL 61402-0028 
309-342-0158 

Knox 

Central Illinois Economic 
Development Corporation 
1800 5th Street 
Lincoln, IL 62656-9117 
217-732-2159 

DeWitt 
Menard 
Logan 
Piatt 
Mason 

Decatur-Macon County Opportunities 
Corporation 
1122 E Marietta Street 
Decatur, IL 62521 -1324 
217-428-2193 

Macon 

East Central Illinois Community 
Action Agency, Inc 
56 N Vermilion Street 
Danville, IL 61834-1335 
217-443-2705 

Ford 
Iroquois 
Vermilion 

Kendall-Grundy Community Action 
500A Countryside Center 
Yorkville, IL 60560-1063 
630-553-9100 (Kendall) 
815-941-3262 (Grundy) 

Kendall 
Grundy 

Mid Central Community Action, Inc 
923 E Grove Street 
Bloomington, IL 61701-4201 
309-829-0691 (McLean) 
815-844-3201 (Livingston) 

McLean 
Livingston 

Project NOW Inc. 
418 19th Street 
Rock Island, IL 61204-3970 
309-793-6391 

Henry 
Mercer 
Rock Island 

Tazwood Community Services, Inc 
Field Shopping Center 
2005 S Main Street 
Morton, IL 61550-2915 
309-266-9941 
309-694-4391 

Tazewell 
Woodford 

Tri-County Opportunities Council 
405 Emmons Avenue 
Rock Falls, IL 61071-0610 
815-625-7830 
800-323-5434 

Bureau 
Carroll 
Putnam 
Lee 
LaSalle 
Ogle 
Stark 
Whiteside 
Marshall 

May 31st is the deadline to sign up for assistance if you 
anticipate difficulty paying your CBEC electric bill. 

Illicit Drag Pradiictiin? If you don’t have a security light over 
your anhydrous ammonia tank, you 
might be. 
Anhydrous ammonia, a primary 

ingredient in the production of metham- 
phetamine (meth), a dangerous and illegal 
drug, is stolen everyday from rural tanks 
that belong to everyday people like you. 

A security light won’t prevent such 
theft, but it will be a strong deterrent to 
these thieves. Help cut down on the manu¬ 
facture and use of meth in your area. Put 
up a security light today. 

Call your local electric cooperative to¬ 
day for more information about security 
light installation and maintenance. 

OFFICE CLOSING The Corn Belt Energy Office will 
be closed on April 9th in obser¬ 

vance of Good Friday. In the event 
of an electrical emergency please 
call (800) 879-0339. " 
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DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern (800)654-1088 
Central (800) 879-0339 

FAX: (309) 663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 
Monday thru Friday 

MAY 2004 A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

66th Annual Meeting Held in Normal 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation’s members elected a new board 
member, Robert Whitwood, Jr. of Hudson (far right), at the 
cooperatives 66th annual meeting, held Saturday at the Normal 
West Community High School. Meeting with Whitwood were (left 
- right) President/CEO Jeff Reeves and re-elected directors Ralph 
Steiger of Delavan, Laverne Malone of Maroa, Robert Angus of 
Ottawa and Stephen Schertz of El Paso. 

Members of Corn Belt 
Energy Corporation 

held their 66th annual 
meeting at Normal West 
Community High School 
on Saturday, March 20. Of¬ 
ficers of the member-owned 
cooperative reported that 
rates will remain stable, 
member equity in the co-op 
continues to increase, and 
plans for a new 92-mega- 
watt coal-fired plant are 
in the final development 
stages. 

President/CEO Jeff 
Reeves said the co-op's 
power supplier Wabash 
Valley Power Association 
is providing secure and 
dependable power. “Blend¬ 
ing fixed assets and mar¬ 
ket-based power contracts 
has been the overall philosophy. With 
some of the difficulties that many power 
suppliers have incurred during the past 
few years, doors have opened for purchas¬ 
ing generating assets below original cost. 
In addition to owning generating assets, 
Wabash is securing market-based sup¬ 
ply contracts, both short and long term. 
Wabash’s goal is to maintain competitive 
wholesale power prices while acquiring 
future power supply,” said Reeves. 

Wabash Valley Power is also working 
with the local co-op on the final stages 
prior to construction of a new coal-fired 
plant located at the mouth of the Turris 
Coal Mine, near Elkhart. Reeves reported 
that the majority of the planning, engineer¬ 
ing and permitting have been completed, 
but major issues could still scuttle plans 
for the new plant. The co-op is waiting 
on approval of an environmental impact 
study form the Department of Energy and 

; steel prices have increased 76 percent, af¬ 

fecting the bids to construct the plant. 
Reeves said, "The final decision to 

build will be based on acceptable engi¬ 
neering procurement and construction 
bids. The overall construction price must 
be within the cost projections of the plant’s 
budget pro-forma.” Reeves also reported, 
“An error was made by our engineering 
firm that may affect our air permit with 
the IEPA. This will need to be resolved 
prior to construction.” 

Chairman Rae Payne of Bloomington 
said that while the utility industry has 
changed, the rules have changed and 
every major Illinois utility has changed 
hands and changed names, the co-op has 
remained true to its core values and mis¬ 
sion. “The directors and employees strive 
to constantly improve the quality of life for 
our members by providing reliable energy 
at an affordable price. Rates will remain 
the same for all members for this year and 
the foreseeable future,” said Payne. 

(continued on page 16b) 
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66th Annual Meeting (continued from page 16a) 

The co-op will continue to move 
ahead with new technology to improve 
efficiency. Payne said the co-op’s long- 
range plan includes using technology, 
such as automated meter reading, to 
hold down expenses and improve effi¬ 
ciency The co-op has partially completed 
a digital mapping project using a global 
positioning system (GPS) to accurately 
locate poles, transformers and other 
equipment. The co-op is also watching 
the progress of new technology that could 
make delivery of broadband Internet ser¬ 
vice over power lines practical and afford¬ 
able. 

Payne also said the co-op continues to 
watch and be involved in the local, state, and 
federal debate over energy issues. He said, 
“We need an energy bill that uses bio-diesel 
from the agriculture community and reduces our 
dependency on oil. It is important that all of us 
provide our input to our elected officials.” He 
also encouraged members to stay in touch 
with the co-op’s board and 
management. 
“The board, the 
management and 
employees are here 
to listen to you, to 
be responsive, to be 
fair, to educate and 
ensure that you have 
democratic control of 
your energy provider.” 

During the board 
election members elect¬ 
ed a new board member, 
Robert Whitwood, Jr. of 
Hudson, and re-elected 
directors Ralph Steiger of Delavan. Stephen 
Schertz of El Paso, Laverne Malone of Maroa and 
Robert Angus of Ottawa. 

In his report Secretary/Treasurer Albert 
Hagenbuch of Utica said the co-op was in good 
financial condition with 2003 total margins of 
nearly $10 million. Member equity also continues 
to grow. “Two years ago, the cooperative mem¬ 
bers’ equity was at 20 percent,” said Hagenbuch. 
“The goal is to increase our equity to 35 percent 
by 2010. We were above average this year and 
the members’ equity level has risen to just over 
28 percent.” Equity levels are generally 30 to 50 
percent he said. 

The board, in a re-organizational meeting, re¬ 
elected Rae Payne Chairman, Steve Schertz Vice 
Chairman, A1 Hagenbuch Secretary/Treasurer. 
The board elected James Adams Assistant 

Secretary/Treasurer and James Adams Assistant 
Secretary/Treasurer. 

A member of Touchstone Energy® — an al¬ 
liance of more than 600 local, consumer-owned 
electric utilities around the country, Corn Belt 
Energy is committed to providing superior 
service based on four core principles: integrity, 
accountability, innovation and commitment to 
community. The co-op serves more than 29,000 
members in parts of Bureau, Champaign, DeWitt, 
Ford, Henry, Kendall, Knox, LaSalle, Livingston, 
Logan, Macon, Marshall, McLean, Piatt, Putnam, 
Stark, Tazewell, and Woodford counties. For more 
information go to www.cornbeltenergy.com. 
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Meet Your 
New Director Robert Whitwood, Jr. 

(Bob) and his wife Lois 
live west of Hudson and re¬ 
cently celebrated their 43rd 

wedding anniversary. They 
have a son Dale, daughter 
Debra Freed and five grand¬ 
children. Bob and his son 
own Whitwood Construction 
Inc. Bob also farmed 1200 
acres near Hudson and oper¬ 
ated a fertilizer and chemical business for 30 
years. 

Bob is a trustee on the board of Hudson 
Township, is a twice-past president of McLean 
County Pheasants Forever Chapter and serves as 
Habitat Chairman. In 2002, Bob was awarded the 
Outstanding Achievement Award from McLean 
County’s Pheasants Forever Chapter for his in¬ 
volvement in habitat committee work. He also re¬ 
ceived the Conservationist of the Year, presented 
by the McLean County Chamber of Commerce. 
With Bob’s extensive background in business 
management, he will make valuable contribu¬ 
tions serving as a member on the board of Corn 
Belt Energy Corporation. 

Natural Gas Offer 
Now Available 

Information about our new natural gas offer is 
now available online or via our new brochures. 

If you have Nicor Gas for your natural gas utility. 
Corn Belt Energy can supply your natural gas. 
■ We offer a competitive variable price. 
■ No additional monthly fees 
■ Actual Billing or Budget Billing options avail¬ 
able, regardless of payment method. 
■ Our gas charge will be included on Nicor's 
bill, so you'll only get one bill. 
■ Once you become a natural gas member, well 
credit your natural gas account $10 every time 
you refer a friend, and he or she is accepted into 
our natural gas program. 

If the annual usage of your business, orga¬ 
nization or aggregated group is at least 50,000 
therms, contact Dave Hawkinson (Ext. 235) 
for additional information. Visit our Web site at 
www.cornbeltenergy.com for complete details, 
or call us at (866) 806-3411. 

Choose Corn Belt Energy for your natural 
gas supplier. It makes sense to do business with 
your energy cooperative. 

Bloomington-Normal Area 
Home Show 2004 

Approximately 12,000 people at¬ 
tended the Bloomington-Normal 

Area Home Show 2004. Corn Belt 
Energy’s booth was one of 320 pres¬ 
ent this year. The Home Show is a 
great venue to meet our members 
and share information with the 
public. Corn Belt Energy personnel 
were on hand to answer energy ques¬ 
tions and distribute literature about 
electric safety, planting and pruning 
trees, geothermal system, the natural 
gas offer, surge protection and electric 
consumption. 

Visitors had the opportunity to en¬ 
ter a drawing for a scale model utility 
truck. The winners of the drawing 
were James Kirby of Saybrook and 
Donna Hawthorne of Lexington. 

From left are Member Accounts Supervisor Greg Collins and 
Underground Foreman Steve Streitmatter drawing two winners. 

oo 
co 
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Youth to Washington Scholarship Winners 
Ron Stack, Vice President of 

Utility Services (left) con¬ 
gratulates Janelle Danielson, 
first-place winner of the annual 
Youth to Washington essay con¬ 
test, and her parents Julie and 
Steve Danielson. Janelle will re¬ 
ceive $2,000 for future college 
expenses and an expense paid 
trip to Washington, D.C. 

\: 
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fcssciy Contest 

Amanda Merriken of Farmer City was the second- 
place winner. She will receive a $1,000 scholarship. 
Our congratulations to both winners! 

i ¥ 

Rates Begin Soon 
■ Why are summer 
rates higher? 
Purchasing electricity in the 
summer has been more cost¬ 
ly than in the winter months 
since 1979 when Congress 
enacted the Public Utilities 
Regulatory Policy Act. This act 
encouraged state Commerce 
Commissions to set higher 
summer rates to more ac¬ 
curately reflect the higher 
cost of generating electricity 

in the summer. The higher 
costs are a result of the old¬ 
est, most inefficient generat¬ 
ing plants being used to meet 
the higher demand for elec¬ 
tricity created by the summer 
air-conditioning load. These 
older plants are typically on 
standby during the non-sum¬ 
mer months. 

■ Central Region 
Members who are billed on 

rates that include a summer 
schedule are billed at a lower 
rate during nine months of 
the year. The summer sched¬ 
ule applies to usage in June, 
July and August. The bills 
for this consumption will be 
received in July, August and 
September. 

■ Northern Region 
(formerly Illinois Valley 
Electric members) 
Those members who sub¬ 
scribe to a rate with the “OFF 
PEAK, ON PEAK” options 
begin purchasing electricity 
at the “ON PEAK” rate with 
the June billing. The “ON 
PEAK” option is in effect for 
four months. 

1 
r 
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lorn Belt Energy will be closed Monday, May 31st, in obser- 
wance of the Memorial Day holiday. 
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JUNE 2004 A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

Green Power Now Available 
Purchasing environmentally 

conscious “green power” 
is now an option for electric 
consumers supplied by 
Corn Belt Energy Cor¬ 
poration. The energy 
cooperative is rolling 
out its all-new Green 
Power Program this 
month. 

“Besides supplying 
green power to consum¬ 
ers who opt for it, the pro¬ 
gram is going to raise money 
to fund environmental projects in 
the Corn Belt Energy service area,” 
President/CEO Jeff Reeves. “It’s a 
approach to bettering our environment.” 

Power generated from the wind, sun and 
biomass is considered "green power." Corn 
Belt Energy is purchasing its green power 
from a supplier that operates landfill-power 
generators in Indiana. 

“These landfills produce methane, and 
it is used as fuel for generating electric¬ 
ity,” he explained. “While we would prefer 
that the waste not be produced at all, this 
method creates a positive out of a negative. 
It reduces our need to use more nonrenew¬ 
able fossil fuels.” 

said 
two-fold 

Members on the Green Power 
Rate will pay one-half cent per 

kilowatt-hour more for the 
kilowatt-hours used each 
month. For the average 
residential member, that 
would be approximately 
$46.00 per year. That 
money will be placed in 
the Green Power Fund, 

which will be admin¬ 
istered by the board of 

directors. It will fund local 
environmental projects such 

as the proposed wind generator 
at the Illinois State University farm. 
“We’ve heard from several members 

that they would like this green power op¬ 
tion, so we expect a favorable response,” 
Reeves said. Currently, the supply of green 
power is limited, but if more members 
sign up than the supplier can provide, that 
could prompt additional green power gen¬ 
eration, he said. 

The Green Power Program is a tangi¬ 
ble way to make a difference in response to 
members’ concern about the environment. 
Corn Belt Energy members can sign up for 
green power at www.cornbeltenergy.com 
or call (800) 879-0339. 

Father's Dav 
A Dad is a person who is loving and kind. 

And often he knows what you have on your mind. 
He’s someone who listens, suggests and defends. 
A Dad can be one of your very best friends! 
He's proud of your triumphs, but when things go wrong. 
A Dad can be patient and helpful and strong. 
In all that you do, a Dad’s love plays a part. 
There’s always a place for him deep in your heart. 
And each year that passes, you’re even more glad. 
More grateful and proud just to call him your Dad! 
Thank you. Dad. for listening and caring, for giving and 
sharing, but, especially, for just being you! 

Author Unknown 
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Project Childsafe - 
Putting a Lock on Gun Safety 

Firearm accidents in the home can result when 
a child finds a loaded and unsecured firearm. 

The risk of firearm-related unintentional injuries or 
deaths can be reduced when firearms owners are 
aware of and fully understand their responsibility 
to handle firearms safely and store them in a secure 
manner. 

The Illinois electric cooperatives, including Corn 
Belt Energy, have joined the Project Childsafe pro¬ 
gram. Electric co-ops across Illinois will distribute 
free gun-locking devices and safety instructions at 
local co-op offices, annual membership meetings, 
safety programs and other events. 

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn says Illinois has commit¬ 
ted to distributing 257,000 safety kits to 529 police 
departments, 102 sheriff offices and five Department 
of Natural Resources offices. 

The free gun-locking device distributed in the 
Project ChildSafe program is a vinyl-covered steel 
cable with one end permanently secured to a keyed 
padlock. Cable locks require that many types of fire¬ 
arms be unloaded before the cable lock is installed, 
providing an extra level of safety. The lock prevents 
the firearm’s action from closing. 

Project ChildSafe has already distributed more 
than 6 million safety kits to 35 states. 

Sponsored by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), the program is funded by a grant 
from the Department of Justice and is a component 
of Project Safe Neighborhoods. Project Safe Neigh¬ 
borhoods is a comprehensive, strategic approach to 
reducing gun violence in America. 

As a firearms owner, you should be sure that 
guns in your home are stored so that they are not 
accessible to children or other unauthorized persons. 
Hiding a gun in a closet, drawer or similar loca¬ 
tion is not safe storage. Children are extremely 
curious and might find a gun in your home that you 
thought was safely hidden or inaccessible. 

As with most areas of home safety, your objective 
as a firearm owner is to put in place a series of simple 
precautions (multiple safeguards) that together help 
create a secure environment for firearms in the home. 
Each of these precautions is designed to provide an 
additional barrier against unauthorized use. 

KEY GUIDELINES FOR SAFE STORAGE INCLUDE: 
■ Unloaded firearms should be stored in a locked 
cabinet, safe, gun vault or storage case. Be sure to 
place a locked storage case in a location inaccessible 
to children. 
■ Unloaded firearms can also be secured with a 
gun-locking device that renders the firearm inoper- 

lllinois Project ChildSafe is distributing 257,000 
safety gunlocks like this one for free. The gunlocks 
are available through local electric co-ops, law 
enforcement offices and other outlets. 

able. A gunlock should be used as an additional 
safety precaution and not as a substitute for lock 
storage. If firearms are disassembled, parts should 
be securely stored in separate locations. 
■ Store ammunition in a locked location separate 
from firearms. 
■ Always re-check firearms carefully and com¬ 
pletely to confirm that they are “still” unloaded when 
you remove them from storage. Accidents could oc¬ 
cur if a family member has loaned or borrowed a 
gun and then carelessly returned it to storage while 
it was still loaded. 

A MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHILDREN 
Young people are naturally curious about fire¬ 

arms and, as a result, may be tempted to “play” 
with a firearm they find. Make sure young people in 
your home are aware of and understand the safety 
guidelines described below. 
1. Don’t go looking for guns in your house or a 

friend’s house. Don’t let other kids look for guns 
in your house. 

2. If you find a gun in your house, or anywhere 
else, STOP! Leave it alone. Don’t touch it. Don’t 
let anyone else touch it. Leave the area and be 
sure to tell an adult at once. 

3. Even if a gun looks like a toy, don’t touch it. 
Some real guns may look like toy guns, so don’t 
take a chance. Leave the area and immediately 
tell an adult. 
Remember: if you find a gun, don’t pick it 

up. Just leave it alone, and go tell an adult right 
away! 

For more information contact your local law en¬ 
forcement office, or go to www.projectchildsafe.org. 
For Illinois gun safety tour schedules, 
visit www.ProjectChildSafe.il.gov. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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co We’ve Listened To Our Members And Made 

Some Changes To Simplify Our Gas Program! 
Your contract with Corn Belt 

Energy will automatically 
renew, so you don’t have to do a 
thing. We want to tell you about 
a couple changes we’ve made in 
response to your requests. 
■ Starting in June, Corn Belt 
Energy's natural gas charge will 
be included on your Nicor bill. 
You’ll just receive one bill, so 
you’ll only pay one check to Nicor 
for the total amount due. If you 
prefer to pay online, you can pay 
at www.nicor.com. 
■ You can choose Actual Bill¬ 
ing, regardless of your payment 
method, provided you have a good 
payment history with the coopera¬ 
tive. 
■ The price per therm is a vari¬ 
able rate based on the weighted 
average price at the Chicago City 
Gate. It includes storage, balanc¬ 
ing, program fees, applicable tax¬ 
es or fees, if any, and an operating 
margin of 5.25 cents per therm. 

To change your billing or pay¬ 
ment option, email us at natural_ 
gas@cornbeltenergy.com, or call 
(866)806-3411. 

We haven’t changed the 
things that you told us you 
like! 

COMPETITIVE VARIABLE PRICING 
- Our members saved this past 
year compared to Nicor’s posted 
monthly prices. We offer competi¬ 
tive monthly prices. When market 
conditions are deemed favorable 
by the cooperative, we will offer 
the option to convert to a fixed 
winter price. We believe a combi¬ 
nation of variable and fixed rates 
benefits our members the most. 

WE DON’T CHARGE A MONTHLY SER¬ 
VICE FEE. Some marketers charge 
as much as $36.00 per year in 
addition to their therm rate! 

REFERRAL PROGRAM - Lower your 
energy bill by $10.00 every time 

you refer a friend, and that person 
starts receiving natural gas from 
Corn Belt Energy. 

BUDGET BILLING is available if you 
prefer to pay a flat amount every 
month based on your average 
usage multiplied by 65 cents per 
therm. This option levels your 
monthly payments year round to 
eliminate higher gas bills during 
the winter months. On the 12th 

bill, your account is settled, and 
the difference between actual 
charges and collected payments 
is either billed or refunded. The 
monthly amount could be ad¬ 
justed if your usage or market 
conditions change significantly. 

For additional informa¬ 
tion, visit our Web site at 
www.cornbeltenergy.com or call 
(866)806-3411. 

Thank you for allowing us to 
be your natural gas supplier. 

We look forward to continuing 
our service to you. 

Complementary ice cream treats will be available when you stop by our Bloomington office from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the following dates this summer: June 4th, July 6th and August 4th. Our 

office is located on State Highway 150, just west of the intersection with Towanda-Barnes Road. 
Ice cream will be supplied by Scoop Dreams, a work co-op program, which enables high school 

students in the Alternative School Program to earn academic credit while developing positive work 
habits, attitudes and skills. 

This is Corn Belt Energy’s way of showing appreciation to our members and our commitment to 
community educational programs. Please stop by and say, “Hi” to your cooperative’s employees and 
enjoy an ice cream treat on us. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Students Tour State Capital 
During Youth Day 

Two area high school 
students were among a 

group of more than 350 stu¬ 
dents participating in Illinois 
Rural Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives’ Youth Day 
held in Springfield on April 
21, 2004. The event was 
co-sponsored by Corn Belt 
Energy Corporation. 

Janelle Danielson and 
Amanda Merriken, winners 
of the Youth to Washington 
Scholarship, represented 
our cooperative and met 
with Senator Dale Risinger, 
Senator Bill Brady and State 
Representative Donald Mof- 
fitt. 

This was an opportunity 
for the students to watch 
government in action by 
visiting the State Capitol 
and Illinois Supreme 
Court. They also 
toured Lincoln's 
Tomb and partici¬ 
pated in a “Wheel of 
Cooperation” game 
show, hosted by 
Dave Daniels, a 
Springfield area 
radio host. 

This was the 
45th year of youth 
activities spon¬ 
sored by the elec¬ 
tric and telephone 
cooperatives in 
Illinois. Approximately 80 of 
those who attended the Youth 
Day won their cooperative’s 
Youth to Washington trip 
and will tour Washington, 
D.C. June 11-18. While in 
Washington, they will visit 
Gettysburg, historic shrines 

from left are Janelle Danielson and Amanda 
Merriken. Standing from left are chaperone Barb 
Casper and Senator Dale Risinger. 

and monuments, Arlington 
Cemetery, the National Ca¬ 
thedral, the Supreme Court, 
the U.S. Capitol and much 
more. 

For additional information 
about statewide youth pro¬ 
grams, visit www.aiec.coop 
or call Corn Belt Energy at 
(800) 879-0339, Ext. 250. 

Corn Belt Energy Office will be closed Monday, 
July 5th for the Independence Day holiday. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Join us for a cookout, rain or shine, at Corn Belt 
Energy’s Bloomington Office on Thursday, August 

12th or at our Princeton Office on Tuesday, August 
17th from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet and thank you for your patronage. Stop by and 
enjoy a complimentary hot dog or bratwurst with the 
people who supply your power and work for you. 

Bring the kids, so they can see a line truck or digger 
truck up close. They may even have a chance to take 
a bucket ride! Building tours will also be available at 
the Bloomington Office. Mark your calendar for an 

' evening of fun at your local cooperative. Reservations 
are recommended so we can prepare enough food. 
For additional information and to make reservations, 
call l-(800)-879-0339, Ext. 232. 

Directions to the Bloomington Office: Approximately 
5 miles south of Bloomington on U.S. Highway 150 just 
west of the intersection of Towanda-Barnes Road. 
Directions to the Princeton Office: The Princeton 
Office is located at 1702 W. Peru. 

Hr 

¥ 
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Energy Saving Tips for Summer 
Air conditioning can put a tremendous strain 

on electrical generating facilities, not to men¬ 
tion your own checkbook. Here are a few tips to 
help keep you cool. 

1. Close shades during the day to reduce solar 
heat gains. Outdoor awnings reduce heat gain 
through a window by as much as 90 percent 
while letting light in. 

2. Make sure all windows are closed tightly and 
keep outside door opening to a minimum. 

3. Leave storm windows on windows that don’t 
need to be opened, or on windows in air- 
conditioned rooms. They help keep the heat 
outside. 

4. When using air conditioning, set the thermo¬ 
stat at 78° or higher - a reasonably comfort¬ 
able and energy efficient indoor temperature. 
This will save you about 15 percent or 
more on cooling costs over a 72° setting. 

5. Don't set the thermostat at a colder than nor¬ 
mal setting. It will not cool the house any faster, 
but, as with the furnace, will simply overshoot 
the desired temperature and waste energy. 

6. Clean or replace filters at least once a month. A 
dirty filter can lower your air conditioner's en¬ 
ergy consumption by 5 percent to 15 percent. 

7. Turn off the air conditioner when you are go¬ 
ing to be gone for several hours and draw the 
shades to keep heat out. It takes less energy 
to re-cool the house when you return than 
it does to keep it cool while you are gone. 

8. A programmable thermostat can save as 
much as 20 percent on your heating and 
cooling costs. It allows you to program the 
thermostat to raise or lower the temperature 
automatically depending on when you are 
going to be home. 

9. Don’t place lamps or other heat-generating 
devices near the thermostat since it could 
sense this heat and make the air conditioner 
run longer than needed. 

10. Room air conditioners should fit snuggly to 
window frames. If the seal between the air 
conditioner and the window frame isn’t tight, 
cool air can easily escape from your home. 
Moisture can damage the seal, so inspect it 
annually. 

11. Have your central air conditioning unit 
checked and tuned when you have your fur¬ 
nace serviced. 

12. Periodically clean and vacuum the grills, 
coils and cooling fins and keep them clear 
of obstructions. 

13. Use the microwave whenever possible or 
cook outdoors whenever practical. 

14. Do cooking, baking, ironing and laundry 
either early in the day or after 7 p.m. 

15. Use ceiling and portable fans to better circu¬ 
late cool air throughout your home. A well- 
placed fan can reduce the temperature, while 
using 98 percent less energy than a central 
air conditioner. 

Source: Department of Energy (www.eren.doe.gov) 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Scoop Dreams will 
be at our Bloomington 

Office on July 6 and 
August 4 from 11:30 a.m. 
-12:30 p.m. Stop in and 
receive a complementary 

ice cream treat! 
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Natural Gas Budget Billing Update 
Budget Billing allows members to 

level out their energy bills year 
round to avoid higher heating bills in 
the winter. Budget Bill amounts are 
determined by averaging past usage 
and multiplying that number by the 
projected average price per therm for 
the coming year. During the 12th bill¬ 
ing, Budget Bill accounts are “settled” 
and members are billed or credited for 
the difference between actual charges 
and payments received. 

At the time of printing our 2004 
natural gas brochures, market projec¬ 
tions indicated that the average natu¬ 
ral gas price over the next 12 months 
would be approximately 65 cents per 
therm. Therefore, Budget Billing ac¬ 
counts were initially calculated based 
on that factor. The contract stated, j 
“The monthly amount could be adjusted ’——— 
if your usage or market conditions change 
significantly.” 

In the past few weeks, natural gas future 
prices have been heavily influenced by rising 
crude oil future prices, which have been steadily 

increasing due to concerns over Iraq and 
the Middle East, as well as skepticism 
over whether OPEC can actually quickly 
attain significant production growth. 
Furthermore, many current weather 
forecasts are predicting the potential for 
a hotter-than-normal summer in parts of 
the country. This would drive demand 
up for space-cooling needs by utilizing 
natural gas for electric generators. 

To prevent members from paying 
high settlement balances in 2005, 
Budget Bill amounts have been recal¬ 
culated using a factor of 78 cents per 
therm, which is now the projected 
average for the coming year. We will 
continue to monitor Budget Bill ac¬ 
counts closely and if market prices 
don’t rise as much as projected, 

 1 we will lower your Budget Billing 
amount. 

Many people prefer Budget Billing because it 
makes it easier to budget utility expenses. If you 
prefer to switch to actual billing, just call our of¬ 
fice at (866) 806-3411, and a representative will 
be happy to make that change for you. 

oo 
CO 

State Farm Home & Auto Showcase 
On May 4-5, Marketing and Member Service 

employees participated in the Home & 
Auto Showcase held at State Farm’s Corporate 
Offices. Corn Belt Energy employees distrib¬ 
uted child identification kits and information 
about surge protection devices and natural 
gas. The Loss Mitigation Unit organized the 
event to educate State Farm employees about 
home safety and loss prevention. 

Pictured is Member Services Manager 
Jerry Durflinger 

* Corn Belt Energy offices 
will be closed Monday, July 5, 2004 

in observance of Independence Day. 
Have a safe and happy holiday! 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Winners Announced 

Talitha Engelhard! 
of Pinckney ville, Illinois 

Blake Durbin 
of Shelbyville, Illinois 

Nathan Averbeck 
of Petersburg, Illinois 

Jessica Scott 
ofBluford, Illinois 

Each of the winners will 
receive a $1,000 schol¬ 

arship to be used for educa¬ 
tional costs at an accredited 
two-year or four-year college, 
university or vocational/ 
technical school in Illinois. 

In addition, all four stu¬ 
dents and their families will 
be invited to attend the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) Annual 
Meeting in July and be rec¬ 
ognized. 

The Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives (IEC) Memorial Schol¬ 
arship Fund was designed to 
provide financial assistance 
to deserving students in the 
“electric cooperative family.” 
The Northern Illinois Univer¬ 
sity Foundation administers 
the fund. There were 185 ap¬ 
plicants this year. Thank you 
to all who applied. 

For additional informa¬ 
tion about the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship competition, call 
(800) 879-0339, Ext. 250. 

Warning About Dangerous Flexible 
Gas Connectors 

Some older corrugated 
metal tubes used to 

connect home appliances 
to natural gas supply pipes 
could corrode, leading to a 
fire or explosion, according 
to Chairman Ann Brown of 
the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC). 
These connectors are used 
most often with gas ranges, 
ovens and clothes dryers. 

“The CPSC has received 
200 reports of these con¬ 
nectors failing,” Brown said. 
“These failed connectors have 
been associated with 35 deaths 
and 59 injuries. We are urging 
people to have their gas appli¬ 
ances inspected to see if they 
have one of these old, poten¬ 
tially dangerous connectors.” 

The connectors the CPSC 
is warning consumers about 
are older, uncoated, brass 
connectors, which have 
not been made for at least 
the past 10 years. The brass 
fittings on these connectors, 
which attach the connector to 
the natural gas supply pipe 
and the appliance, were sol¬ 
dered onto a corrugated brass 
tube. The CPSC believes that 
the solder can fail, causing a 
break in the connector and re¬ 
sulting in a gas leak. 

Many of these connectors 
may still be in use, and the 
CPSC is warning consum¬ 
ers to have their connectors 
inspected. Because it is very 
difficult to tell just by looking 
at it whether a connector has 

been soldered, the CPSC rec¬ 
ommends that any uncoated 
brass connector be replaced 
immediately by a new stainless 
steel connector or a new plas¬ 
tic-coated brass connector. 

The CPSC warns consum¬ 
ers not to move their appli¬ 
ances in an effort to inspect 
the connectors themselves. 
The connector should be in¬ 
spected only by a professional 
service provider. These older 
brass connectors with weak, 
soldered connections could 
break if moved, leading to an 
explosion or fire. Moving an 
appliance, even slightly, if 
only to clean behind it, could 
cause a weakened connector 
to fail. 

Source: www.cpsc.gov. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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CBEC Summer Celebrations 

Plan to attend Corn 
Belt Energy’s Summer 

Celebrations of cooperative 
partnership at our Bloomington or 

Princeton Offices. These events are an 
opportunity to meet the people who supply 
your energy. Join us for a summer cookout 
(rain or shine) and enjoy complementary 
hot dogs, brats, chips, popcorn, and drinks. 
Activities include bucket truck rides, climb¬ 
ing demonstrations, and safety informa¬ 

tion. There will also be building tours of the 
Bloomington Office. Door prizes will be given 
at both locations. 

Please reply if you plan to attend, so we'll 
know how much food to prepare. There is no 
charge for the meal. Make your reservations 
by phone at (800) 879-0339, Ext. 232. by 
mail at RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702- 
0816, by fax at (309) 663-4516, or by e-mail 
at thomlinson@combeltenergy.com. Allow us to 
thank you personally for your patronage. 

Central Region Event 
When: Thursday, August 12 from 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Bloomington Office located approximately 5 miles south of Bloomington on 
U.S. Highway 150 just west of the intersection of Towanda-Bames Road. 

Northern Region Event 
When: Tuesday, August 17 from 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Princeton Office located at 1702 W. Pem, Princeton. 

00 
co 

Time is Running Out to Sign up 
for Natural Gas 

All applications for natural gas 
service must be received in our office 
by 4:00 p.m., Friday, September 3, 
2004. Corn Belt Energy is a certified 
natural gas supplier in the Nicor Gas 
service territory. So, if Nicor is your 
gas utility, we can supply both your 
electricity and natural gas. 

We offer competitive pricing, 
simple terms, and personalized 

customer service. For more infor¬ 
mation or to sign up online, visit 
www.cornbeltenergy.com, where you 
can enter a sweepstakes drawing. You 
can also sign up by phone at (866) 806- 
3411. When you call, make sure to ask 
about our Gas Referral Program that 
allows you to reduce your energy bills. 
Don't miss out! Let vour cooperative 
supply all your energy needs. 
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Let Us Show Our Appreciation 
Mark your calendar for August 4. Stop by our office between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. and 
receive a complementary ice cream treat supplied by Scoop Dreams. We’re located on State 
Highway 150, just west of the intersection with Towanda-Barnes Road. 

First Responders to Electrical Emergencies 

Most of us take electricity for granted, un¬ 
less we lose it temporarily due to storms, equip¬ 
ment failure, animals, or automobile accidents. 
To quicken our after-hours response time, a 
maintenance or construction foreman lives in 
each of eight service areas. This allows service 
personnel to go directly to 
your home without spend¬ 
ing valuable time traveling 
to Corn Belt Energy’s facili¬ 
ties to get service trucks. 

The area foremen have 
an average of 24 years of 
service at the co-op (most 
with over 30 years), so they 
are seasoned professionals. 
They know your area well, 
and their years of experi¬ 
ence enable them to assess 
the cause of an outage and 
to restore your power as 
quickly and safely as pos¬ 
sible. 

Since the foremen are 
responsible for service reli¬ 
ability in their areas, they 
are constantly patrolling 
the lines and maintaining 
the electrical equipment. 
Considering Corn Belt Energy has more than 
5,000 miles of energized line, each service area 
has hundreds of miles of line to maintain. Some 
of their tasks include determining the cause for 
“blinks,” trimming tree limbs away from lines, 
restoring individual member outages, install¬ 
ing temporary services for new construction. 

tightening sagging lines, and repairing damage 
caused by mowers, farm equipment and vehicles 
to avoid potentially hazardous conditions. 

If they encounter a problem that is too big for 
one person to handle, a maintenance foreman 
requests a line crew be dispatched to the site. 

While waiting, preliminary 
repair work to the service 
begins. All employees have 
the same goal in mind - get 
the electricity flowing quickly 
and work safely. 

Few of us can compre¬ 
hend the loneliness a lineman 
experiences atop a pole in the 
middle of the night or during 
a lightning storm or blizzard. 
Jim Dustin, a Maintenance 
Foreman with 33 years with 
the cooperative, was recently 
asked to identify the most sat¬ 
isfying part of his job. Without 
hesitation, he quickly re¬ 
sponded, “Hearing the words 
Thank you’ from a member, 
when it’s 10 below zero, and 
you’ve restored their power so 
their furnace is going again. 
Sure, it’s tough rolling out of 

that nice warm bed in the middle of the night 
and climbing into a cold truck, but when I hear 
those two little words, I know they come straight 
from the heart, and it makes it all worth it.” 

We salute these competent, brave employees 
who watch over our electrical system. If you get 
a chance, thank a lineman for his service to you 
and the cooperative. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
Before you call CBEC: 
Look around the neighborhood to see if other homes on your 
line have lights. If they do, you probably still have electricity. 
Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the breaker to “on” 
will restore your power. If we send a crew out and the problem 
is in your equipment, we’ll bill you $50 to partly cover our 
costs in sending the crew. 

CENTRAL REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 879-0339 

NORTHERN REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 654-1088 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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“Blinks” Can Signal A Properly Working 
Electrical System 

Occasionally members ask, 
“What causes my lights to blink?” 
The utility network is subject to 
certain short-term losses of power, 
and Corn Belt Energy takes all pos¬ 
sible measures to prevent these oc¬ 
currences and minimize the affects 
to our members. Blinking lights are 
a result of momentary outages that 
occur when some type of distur¬ 
bance exists on the line. This could 
be a lightning strike, an automobile 
striking a pole, or a squirrel or tree 
branch coming into contact with an 
energized power line. 

When lights blink, it is an indi¬ 
cation that the cooperative's equip¬ 
ment is operating properly. If a fault 
or short circuit happens on a power line, a device 
called an “oil circuit recloser” (OCR) opens to 
stop it, then quickly closes back in. Although the 
process is quick - and usually temporary - it may 
cause your lights to blink, making it necessary 
to reset digital clocks and appliances with digital 
displays. 

The OCR is essentially a breaker, functioning 
much like a breaker in the electrical panel in your 

home. It permits power to continue 
flowing through the line with only a 
brief interruption of service - rather 
than causing an extended power out¬ 
age. 

If the short circuit continues, the 
OCR will operate or 'trip three times 
before eventually stopping the flow of 
electricity and causing a power out¬ 
age. This process protects the lines 
from damage, cutting off power to 
the affected section of the line and 
isolating the problem until it can be 
repaired. 

Although the weather and nature's 
creatures are beyond our control, 
cooperative members can lessen the 
effects and inconvenience of “blinks” 

when they occur. When purchasing small appli¬ 
ances and digital clocks, consider a model with 
battery backup. You may also want to install me¬ 
ter-base surge protection for the major appliances 
in your home, and surge protection with built-in 
uninterrupted power supply (UPS) for your com¬ 
puter or other electronic device whose “memory” 
would be lost with a power interruption. 

Longtime Director Offers Resignation 

John WH. Tompkins, District 1 
Director, has resigned from Corn Belt 
Energy's board of directors effective 
June 25, 2004. Mr. Tompkins, who is 
resigning due to health reasons, has 
served on Corn Belt Energy’s board 
since 1967. He has held positions of 
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer, Vice- 
President and Director of Soyland 
Power Cooperative. 

John and his wife Mary currently 
live at R.R. 1. Box 226, Le Roy, IL 
61752. They have two grown children, 
John of Glendale, Arizona and Mary 

Beth Harris of Lebanon, Illinois. John 
and Mary have been active in various 
church, city and civic organizations 
within Le Roy and McLean County. 
John is a retired grain farmer, but 
also previously worked as an electri¬ 
cian for Scott-Walden of Le Roy and as 
a construction foreman for Permabilt 
Homes of Le Roy. 

On behalf of Corn Belt Energy, we 
wish to extend our thanks to John for 
his long-held commitment and years of 
dedicated service to the cooperative. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Lineman Celebrates 30-Year Anniversary 

celebrated 30 years of service July 26. He 
began working for Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative in 1974 as an Apprentice Line¬ 
man. After completing the apprenticeship. 

he became a Journeyman Lineman and 
was promoted to Construction Foreman in 
January 1997. Corn Belt Energy Corpora¬ 
tion merged with Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative in 1999. 

In the past 30 years, Rod says the work 
has gotten easier, with less “hook” time due 
to bucket trucks and better equipment. 
“I’ve worked with some of the best in the 
trade, and enjoy serving members in the 
Galva area.” 

Since he was raised between Altona and 
Galva, Rod has known many of the Galva 
area members most of his life. He says 
storms are the most challenging part of his 
job, but also the most rewarding, because 
the people really appreciate your efforts. 

Rod and his wife, Sandy, reside in Galva 
and have two grown sons, Mark and Scott. 
They also have two grandchildren and an¬ 
other one on the way. The management of 
Corn Belt Energy extends their thanks to 
Rod White for 30 dedicated years of service 
to the cooperative and to the community. 

Cash Rebates for Electric Water Heaters 
Choose the electric water heater you need and buy it wherever you want, and we’ll help 

you pay for it. It’s this easy: 

• Send a copy of the receipt to Com Belt Energy’s Member Services Department. 
Make sure the receipt states the size of the heater in gallons. 

• If you buy a 40-gallon unit, we’ll send you a rebate check for $100. 
• If you buy a 50-gallon or larger unit, we’ll send you a rebate check for $ 125. 

: 
Our advice is to buy the most energy efficient model. If you have additional questions, 
please call (800) 879-0339 Ext. 253 or Ext. 222. 
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Safety Rules for Bicyclists and Motorists 

As school begins, many children will be riding their bicycles while motorists are driving to and 
from work. Be cautious of bicyclists, and don’t assume they know Illinois’ laws regarding bi¬ 

cycle safety. 
Each year, more than 500,000 people in the United States are treated in emergency departments, 

and more than 700 people die as a result of bicycle-related injuries. Children are at particularly high 
risk for bicycle-related injuries. In 2001, children 15 years and younger accounted for 59 percent 
of all bicycle-related injuries seen in emergency departments. A bike is no match for a 2,000-5,000 
pound vehicle! 

Children who are first learning to bicycle should cycle with an adult until they attain the skills 
and confidence to ride on their own. Make sure you know Illinois’ laws regarding bicycle operation 
on public roads, so you can properly instruct your children. 

1. Bicyclists on the street must follow the same laws as motorists. That includes staying 
to the right, flowing with the traffic, and obeying stop signs and signal lights. 
2. Keep both hands on the handlebars, except when using hand signals. 
3. Always let cars and people go first. 
4. Wear a bike helmet at all times. The most serious bike injuries are to the head. 
5. Untied shoelaces, big pants, or hanging straps can get caught in the chain and cause 

you to crash. 
6. Plan your route to avoid high traffic areas. When possible, use mandated bike lanes, 

bike routes, and streets with less traffic. Slow down and check traffic at all corners. 
Walk across busy streets. 
7. Keep your bike in good shape. 
8. Learn cyclist riding skills, such as selecting gears, learning how to ride in groups, 

and how to follow another cyclist at a safe distance. 
9. Teach about lane positioning including looking behind before changing lane position, 

how to deal with right turn lanes when cycling straight, what to do when the lane is 
narrow and cars are parked in your way, and how to alert others in traffic to your in 
tended moves. 

10. Don’t ride at night. 

Many bicycle crashes are caused by motorists’ bad behavior. Drivers should never follow cyclists 
too closely or speed past a rider just to cut in front of them and make a right turn. Use extreme cau¬ 
tion when there are bicyclists nearby. Drive defensively and anticipate sporadic behavior. 
For additional information on Illinois bicycle laws, visit www.state.il.us/kids/isp/bikes/. 

Observing safety rules will keep your bicycling fun and safe! 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Are You Eligible for Energy Assistance? 
[ f you’re over 60-years-old, disabled, 
^ low income, or your electricity has been 

disconnected, you may qualify for energy 
assistance. To apply for assistance, contact 
the agency for your county listed to the right. 
Ask about the Low-Income Home Energy As¬ 
sistance Program (LIHEAP). 

The program begins September 1 for se¬ 
nior citizens, those with disabilities, and/or 
those whose services have been disconnect¬ 
ed. Starting November 1, the general public 
may apply. 

To set up a payment arrangement on your 
Corn Belt Energy account, contact our Mem¬ 
ber Services Department at (800) 879-0339, 
Ext. 253 or Ext. 222. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Winter Rates Begin 

CENTRAL REGION 

Winter rates begin Sept. lsl for the following rates: 

Rate 1 - Residential & Farm 

Rate 2 - Residential & Farm 3 Phase 

Rate 4 - General Service 3 Phase 

Rate 5 - General Service Over 50 kW 

Rate 12 - Residential Electric Heat Apartments 

Rate 11 Residential & Farm Service Interruptible winter 

rate begins Oct. 1. Credits end Sept. 30 for Central 

Region Load Management Interrupt Programs. 

NORTHERN REGION 

Winter rates begin Sept. 21 for the following rates: 

Rate 1 - Residential, Campground & Farm - 

Single Phase 

Rate 2 - Residential & Farm Service - 3 Phase 

Rate 4 - General Service - 3 Phase 

Rate 5 - General Service >50 kw - 3 Phase 

Rate 19 - Electric Heat - Separately Metered 

Rate 113 - Campground Seasonal - Single or 3 Phase 

Carver Community Action Center 
235 E. Main Street 
Galesburg, IL 61402-0028 
(309) 342-0158 

Knox 

Central Illinois Economic 
Development Corporation 
1800 5th Street 
Lincoln, IL 62656-9117 
(217) 732-2159 

DeWitt 

Menard 

Logan 

Piatt 

Mason 

Decatur-Macon County 
Opportunities Corporation 
1122 E. Marietta Street 
Decatur, IL 62521-1324 
(217) 428-2193 

Macon 

East Central Illinois 
Community Action Agency, Inc. 
56 N. Vermilion Street 
Danville, IL 61834-1335 
(217) 443-2705 

Ford 

Iroquois 

Vermilion 

Kendall-Grundy Community Action 
500A Countryside Center 
Yorkville, IL 60560-1063 
(630) 553-9100 (Kendall) or 
(815) 941-3262 (Grundy) 

Kendall 

Grundy 

Mid Central Community Action, Inc 
923 E. Grove Street 
Bloomington, IL 61701-4201 
(309) 829-0691 (McLean) or 
(815) 844-3201 (Livingston) 

McLean 

Livingston 

Project NOW Inc. 
418 19th Street 
Rock Island, IL 61204-3970 
(309) 793-6391 

Henry 

Mercer 

Rock Island 

Tazwood Community Services, Inc 
Field Shopping Center 
2005 S. Main Street 
Morton, IL 61550-2915 
(309) 266-9941 or (309) 694-4391 

Tazewell 

Woodford 

Tri-County Opportunities 
Council Bureau 
405 Emmons Avenue 
Rock Falls, IL 61071-0610 
(815) 625-7830 or (800) 323-5434 

Carroll 
Putnam 
Lee 

LaSalle 

Ogle 

Stark 

Whiteside 

Marshall 
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Outage Report 
'he following outages in June and July affected more than 100 members.See our 
Web site at www.combeltenergy.com for a complete list of substation and feeder outages. 

Date Time Members Areas affected Reason for outage 

06/10/04 6:40-8:30 p.m. 103 Danvers substation Tree in the line 

06/10/04 7:12-8:30 p.m. 109 Cooksville and Colfax Storms / Lightning 

06/10/04 9:27-7:52 a.m. 
100 Tiskilwa substation Primary underground 

fault 

06/15/04 4:22-5:30 a.m. 
353 

Danvers, Stanford, Carlock, 
Congerville, Goodfield, Eureka, 
Secor, Deer Creek and Mackinaw 

IP transmission/storm 

07/09/04 8:17-9:50 p.m. 122 Dahinda IP transmission/ storm 

07/11/04 4:45-5:10 p.m. 533 
Danvers, Stanford, Carlock. 
Congerville, Goodfield, Eureka, 
Secor, Deer Creek, Mackinaw 

Storm 

07/12/04 7:00-8:52 a.m. 118 Saybrook and Bellflower 
Raccoon caused fuse 
to blow 

07/13/04 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 121 Utica and Ottawa Lightning 

07/13/04 3:37-5:30 p.m. 2,511 
Bloomington (south & west), rural 

Downs, rural Shirley. IP transmission/storm 

07/13/04 5:30-7:04 p.m. 359 South Bloomington area IP transmission/storm 

07/20/04 10:04-10:20 a.m. 1,414 
Substation outage effecting people 
in Galva, Victoria, Toulon, Altona 
and Dahinda. 

IP testing switches and 
had a problem 

will bt&fMQsed on 
Septemberxplf 
obsewand^pp 

Labor Day. 
ft 

September 3rd Is Deadline 
for Natural Gas Enrollment 
All application forms for natural gas, online 
enrollments and phone requests must 
be received in our office by 4:00, Friday, 
September 3, 2004. Don’t miss out! 

We offer competitive pricing, simple terms and per¬ 
sonalized customer service. For more information 
or to sign up online, visit www.combeltenergv.com 
or call toll free (866) 806-3411. If you’ve already 
received our natural gas brochure, please fill it 
out and return it to our office or fax it to (309) 
663-4516. 

Tell a friend to sign up now, and you can receive 
a $10.00 credit on your Corn Belt Energy gas 
billing. Call or check our Web site for details. Let 
Corn Belt Energy be your total energy supplier. 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
Before you call CBEC: 
Look around the neighborhood to see if other homes on your 
line have lights. If they do. you probably still have electricity. 
Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the breaker to "on” 
will restore your power. If we send a crew out and the problem 
is in your equipment, we'll bill you $50 to partly cover our 
costs in sending the crew. 

CENTRAL REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 879-0339 

■ ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■a 

NORTHERN REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 654-1088 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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NEWS 
Mailing address: RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
E-mail address: cbec@cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern (800)654-1088 
Central (800) 879-0339 

FAX: (309) 663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 

Monday thru Friday 

OCTOBER 2004 A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

Celebrating Cooperative Membership 

Mission Statement: To afford a better quality of life for our members, by cooperatively 
providing reasonably priced energy with exceptional service, while carefully considering 
other services beneficial to our members. 

Viola believes the electric well pump is the 
biggest labor-saving device on the farm. 
“Before we had an electric well pump, it 
was a lot of work to pump the water by 
hand, carry it into the house and heat it on 
the stove for baths, laundry, and dishes.” 

dollars each month to operate a few light bulbs, 
the water pump, and an electric stove. 

“Now,” Viola remarks, “there are so 
many more uses for electricity, and it’s more 
dependable.” She recalls when they had a 
propane refrigerator, and when her mother 
got her first electric washing machine. 

As cooperative members, their daughters 
were eligible to enter the Youth to Washing¬ 
ton Contest sponsored by the co-op and the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC). In 1968, their daughter, Jan, won 
the Washington trip and then in 1973, their 
daughter, Debra, also won. 

The Strouts stated that they have attended 
many of the cooperative's annual meetings and 
thoroughly enjoyed the Summer Celebration. 
“It's a rare thing these days when you can meet 
a corporation’s employees and talk to them 
directly,” stated Mr. Strout. 

That’s the cooperative difference! 

Among the 135 people who attended the 
Northern Region Summer Celebration 

were Dave and Viola Strout of rural LaSalle. 
Members for more than 56 years, they enjoyed 
the celebration held August 17 in Princeton. 
Not only did they have the opportunity to see 
friends, visit with co-op employees, and have 
a nice meal, Dave took his first double bucket 
ride. “The bucket ride was tops. I was able to 
look way out over Princeton. While I was up 
there, I talked Corn Belt business with the lad 
in the bucket.” 

The “lad” who accompanied Mr. Strout 65 
feet into the air was Mike Nelson, Northern 
Region Manager of Construction and 
Maintenance. 

The Strouts live in Dave’s home place where 
the rural electric co-op installed electric lines 
in 1939. The investor-owned utilities wouldn’t 
extend electric lines out to the farmers, because 
the sparse population didn’t justify the invest¬ 
ment. So the farmers formed a cooperative and 
applied for a low-interest loan from the govern¬ 
ment. They also paid a little extra each month 
to cover operating expenses. At that time, Mr. 
Strout remembers, they paid about three to four 
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Summer Celebrations A Huge Success 
Northern Manager of Engineering and 

Power Use Alan Meissner (left) and 
Director Ralph Steiger. 

Construction Foreman Jim Buggar 
visits with the crowd. 

: 

More than 400 people attended the Central 
Region Summer Celebration on August 12. It 

was a beautiful evening, though unseasonably cool. 
Snow cones, popcorn, and bucket rides were a big 
hit with children and adults alike. 

This was the first year for Corn Belt Energy's 
Summer Celebration. It was an opportunity for 
members to meet co-op personnel and board 
members. Employees’ families were also able to 
see Corn Belt's facilities and learn more about 

the cooperative. Working together, employees and 
board members prepared and served food, provided 
building tours, gave bucket rides, and demonstrated 
equipment and safety techniques. 

Thank you to all who attended and volunteered 
their time to make both celebrations (in Blooming¬ 
ton and in Princeton) a huge success; members, 
employees, and directors, all have a vested interest 
in your cooperative. 

Celebrating Co-ops and Their Contributions 
This month, the nation’s 900 electric cooperatives 

join the more than 40,000 cooperatives around 
the country to celebrate National Co-op Month. The 
cooperative form of business is making a difference 
in all aspects of life: utilities, housing, agriculture, 
healthcare, banking, insurance, and childcare. Co¬ 
operatives serve 120 million members, or four in 
10 Americans. 

Electric cooperatives, like all cooperative forms of 
business, are locally owned and operated. The fact that 
co-ops are owned by the consumers they serve keeps 
co-ops focused on your needs and local priorities. That 
means conducting business through a locally elected 
board of directors and an annual meeting, where con¬ 
sumers can be involved in the democratic process 
of governing their co-op. It’s the “people” part—the 
personal involvement, the grassroots activities—that 
characterizes what electric co-ops are all about. 

Corn Belt Energy’s commitment to you begins 
with helping you keep your electric bill as low as pos¬ 
sible. We deliver service to you at the cost of service. 
There are no hidden fees and no profits for investors 
in faraway cities. 

Because electric co-ops are so closely linked to 

their communities, there are countless examples of 
activities that have the “co-op touch”: conducting safety 
programs at schools; sponsoring local events; working 
with community organizations to get new businesses 
or new housing started; participating with civic and 
community groups to assist others; promoting edu¬ 
cational programs in schools and offering child iden¬ 
tification kits to protect our children. 

All these things—helping consumers save energy, 
economic development, and volunteerism—point to 
one thing: Corn Belt Energy Corporation and its staff 
are more than just an electric utility. We are an integral 
part of your community. That’s why Corn Belt Energy 
will continue to do everything we can to improve the 
quality of life in your community. Service means not 
only making sure the electricity is flowing, but also 
making sure that our community and its citizens 
benefit from the cooperative’s participation. 

Corn Belt Energy is a company that cares about the 
people and communities it serves. That service goes a 
long way beyond keeping the lights on. It’s neighbors 
helping neighbors. That’s what it’s all about—that’s the 
electric co-op tradition. At Corn Belt Energy, people 
have the power, because they own the co-op. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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New Water Reclamation Plant 
in Bloomington-Normal 

After 17 years of planning, the Bloomington-Nor¬ 
mal Water Reclamation District (BNWRD) plant is 

scheduled to become operational in October. You might 
say, “That's nice, but what is water reclamation?” 

Reclaimed water is the process of recycling 
wastewater into environmentally safe water that can 
be returned to area waterways or used for irrigation. 
This is accomplished through several processes that 
include various screening devices, secondary clarify¬ 
ing, aeration, bacterial enhancement, and ultraviolet 
disinfection. After sewage is treated, the resulting re¬ 
claimed water is tested to ensure that it meets federal 
and state water quality standards before being released 
into nearby basins. 

Planning for the new facility began back in 1987, 
when a study was made by the Farnsworth Group to 
assess growth potential for the Bloomington/Normal 
area within the next 50 years. The results of that study 
indicated that the area’s population will likely double 
by 2040. In order to accommodate such significant 
growth, it would be necessary to either increase capac¬ 
ity at the current plant or build a new facility. Making 
improvements to the facility on West Oakland Avenue 
would include adding pumping stations and sewer 
interceptors (four- to six-foot sewer pipes). Since the 
interceptors would have to be installed 15 feet under¬ 
ground along primary routes in the city, this would 
cause major traffic congestion. It would also cost $8 
million more than to construct a new facility. 

The first stage of the screening process 
begins at the Headworks Building. 

The new $50 million dollar facility is being financed 
primarily through the Illinois EPA Revolving Loan Fund. 
This enables BNWRD to borrow money at an interest 
rate of 2.9 percent. This is the first major expansion 
Illinois has done through this loan fund. To accommo¬ 
date state budgeting, construction has taken place in 
four phases over a four-year period starting in 2000. 

Situated on approximately 12 acres, the new facil¬ 
ity is located four miles west of Downs, just south of 
County Highway 36. Seven buildings housing process¬ 
ing equipment blend into the landscape, with berms 

and trees separating the facility from the County road. 
The location for the new waste treatment plant was 
selected for its topography and room for future expan¬ 
sion. Nature has supplied the natural downhill gravity 
flow, which reduces the need for pumping stations. 
Space allows the facility to double in size as needed. 
The processed water will empty into the nearby Little 
Kickapoo Basin. 

Mike Callahan, Executive Director, and Bob Carter, 
Operations Director, are very comfortable explaining 
the biological and mechanical processes used to con¬ 
vert wastewater into reclaimed water. Computerized 
systems allow operators to constantly monitor and 
analyze operations. The blowers, which are key com¬ 
ponents to enhancing the decomposition system, are 
tied to the generator manufacturer’s SCADA system, so 
they are also being monitored in Springfield, Missouri. 
SCADA (Supervisor Control and Data Acquisition) is 
the same method Corn Belt Energy uses to monitor 
and analyze data from our substations. 

have treated the water. 

In September, Corn Belt Energy installed a two- 
megawatt self-contained power module (diesel genera¬ 
tor) on the property. As required by the EPA, the backup 
generator has automatic transfer capabilities to ensure 
the facility has uninterrupted power. This also allows the 
facility to operate on an interruptible rate, whereby Com 
Belt Energy can remotely operate the generator during 
peak usage times in exchange for lower electric rates. 

Fortunately, the Bloomington-Normal and McLean 
County area have become an attractive and affordable 
location for many new businesses and families. As the 
result of the economic and community growth, major 
investment into the infrastructure has been required. 

Community leaders and those directly involved in 
BNWRD have developed an excellent facility, which will 
serve the community for many years into the future. 
Corn Belt Energy is pleased to supply power to the new 
BNWRD facility and to be a participant in this project. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Outage Report 
The following outages affected more than 100 members. Please see our Web site at 

www.cornbeltenergy.com for a complete list of substation and feeder outages. 

Date Time Members Areas affected Reason for outage 

07/23/04 11:37 a.m.-12:40 p.m. 197 Dahinda area Broken jumper 

07/25/04 3:10-4:27 a.m. 172 Maroa area Car accident caused 
broken pole 

08/05/04 10:00-11:55 a.m. 140 Oak Run and Dahinda areas Planned outage 
to change poles 

08/11/04 7:00-7:55 a.m. 830 East Bloomington and 
Airport Road areas 

Contractor’s backhoe 
caused wire down 

08/11/04 8:40-10:20 a.m. 217 East Bloomington and 
Ridge Crest subdivision areas 

Contractor’s backhoe 
cut primary cable 

During the month of August, Illinois Power transmission line caused multiple blinks in our distribution line. These events 
affected 2,350 members in Danvers, Carlock, Congerville, Goodfield, Deer Creek, Eureka. Mackinaw, Secor, and surround¬ 
ing areas. Illinois Power assures us they are working to resolve this problem. 

Tompkins’ Board 
Replacement Selected 

At the July board meeting, held August 6, the 
board appointed Jerry Starkey of LeRoy to 

serve the remainder of the current term of John 
Tompkins. 

Jerry and his wife Becky live at 6005 N 2700 
E Rd., LeRoy. Jerry served 24 years of active duty 
in the U.S. Air Force and retired as a Lt. Colo¬ 
nel. They have two children, a son in Douglas, 
Wyoming, a daughter in rural Danvers, and three 
grandchildren. 

Jerry received his bachelor’s degree in agri¬ 
culture from the University of Illinois, a master's 
in business administration from the University of 
North Dakota, a master’s of science in safety from 
Central Missouri State University, and has com¬ 
pleted various construction courses at Parkland 
College in Champaign. 

He has served as the Empire Township Clerk 
since 1998, President of McLean County Elected 
Township Officials from 2000-2002, County Ethics 
Commission, LeRoy Country Club Board member, 
the American Legion, Post #79. Jerry works part- 
time for LeRoy Fertilizer Service in the spring and 
for the Staley Grain Elevator in the fall. 

Jerry's first Corn Belt Energy board meeting 
was Friday, August 27. Mr. Tompkins’ term of office 
expires in 2005. 

Trick or Treat 
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

suggests these safety rules for your Halloween 
plans. 

• Be sure the costume fits properly and allows the 
child to see through a mask and not trip over a 
costume. Only buy costumes that are flame-re¬ 
sistant or flaime-retardant (the fabric will resist 
burning and will be extinguished quickly). 

• For greater visibility, decorate or trim costumes 
and bags with reflective tape that will glow in 
the beam of a car's headlights. Reflective tape is 
usually available in hardware or craft stores. 

• Children should carry flashlights to see and be 
seen. 

• Swords, knives, and similar costume accesso¬ 
ries should be made of soft, flexible material. 

• Examine treats carefully for evidence of tamper¬ 
ing before allowing children to eat the sweets or 
play with the toys. 

• Keep candles and jack-o'-lanterns away 
from landings and doorsteps where 
costumes could brush against the 
flames. 

• Remove obstacles from lawns, steps, 
and porches when expecting trick- 
or-tr eaters. 

Source: U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety 
Commission 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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NEWS 
Mailing address: PO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
E-mail address: cbec@cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern (800) 654*1088 
Central (800) 879-0339 

FAX: (309) 663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 
Monday thru Friday 

NOVEMBER 2004 A Touchstone Energy Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

On September 16, eight Com 
Belt Energy linemen trav¬ 

eled to Summerdale, Alabama, 
to aid cooperative crews in re¬ 
storing power after the destruc¬ 
tion of Hurricane Ivan. 

The linemen were 
among approximately 80 
Illinois volunteers 
who commit¬ 
ted to leaving 
their homes and 
families for more 
than a week to aid 
Baldwin Electric 
Membership Cor¬ 
poration. 

Baldwin EMC 
is a member-owned 
electric cooperative 
serving approximate¬ 
ly 56,000 customers in Baldwin and Monroe 
Counties located between Mobile, Alabama, 
and Pensacola, Florida. On September 16. 
they reported that 56,000 members were 
without power. 

Corn Belt Energy personnel who vol¬ 
unteered included: Chris Clark, Journey¬ 
man Lineman from Le Roy; Clark Buhlig, 
Journeyman Lineman from Le Roy; Delbert 
Dawdy, Journeyman Lineman from Bloom¬ 
ington; Mike Butler, Substation Foreman 
from Normal; Gerald Henning, Journey¬ 
man Lineman from Wyanet; Steve Cimei, 
Journeyman Lineman from LaSalle; Steve 
Sanders, Journeyman Lineman from Galva; 
and Rod Rolando, Construction Foreman 
from Princeton. 

The Alabama Statewide Association 
contacted the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives (AIEC) on September 15, 
requesting assistance in rebuilding their 

distribution 
system. They 
also contacted 
other state¬ 
wide electric 
cooperative 
associations, 
which resulted 
in volunteer 
crews from 
Missouri, Indi¬ 
ana, Louisiana, 

Georgia, Oklahoma, Ken¬ 
tucky, and North Carolina. 

With the help of more 
than 1,000 co-op and 
contract workers from 15 
states, most working 17- 
hour days, power was re¬ 
stored to all undamaged 

structures in only eight days. “I 
consider this a remarkable and amazing ac¬ 
complishment,” said Baldwin EMC General 
Manager E.A. "Bucky” Jakins. “We could 
not have accomplished this without the help 
of so many workers from our sister coop¬ 
eratives and contractors across the nation 
and their willingness to work long hours 
right alongside our employees.” 

Corn Belt Energy also joined other 
Touchstone Energy® cooperatives of 
northern Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan in 
contributing and coordinating delivery of a 
semi truckload of bottled water to Alabama 
Electric Cooperative, an organization hit 
very hard by Hurricane Ivan. 

“Cooperatives helping cooperatives is 
one of the seven principles that guide Corn 
Belt Energy,” said Jeff Reeves, Corn Belt 
Energy President. “We are proud of those 
linemen who volunteered to make this sac¬ 
rifice to help another cooperative.” 

Co-ops Send Crews Following 
Hurricane Ivan 
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Scholarship Money Available 
Corn Belt Energy Corporation Manager Jeff 

Reeves has announced that for the tenth 
consecutive year, the Illinois electric cooperatives 
will award $ 1,000 academic scholarships to high 
school seniors. The four scholarships are being 
awarded through the Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college educa¬ 
tion in the state of Illinois are eligible to participate 
in the program. Three of the four scholarships 
will be awarded to the son or daughter of an 
electric cooperative member. The other $1,000 
award will go to the son or daughter of an electric 
cooperative director or employee. 

"The purpose of the scholarship program is to 
assist electric cooperative youth while honoring past 

rural electric leaders through memorial gifts,” said 
Jeff Reeves. “Corn Belt Energy and the other Illinois 
electric cooperatives want to make a difference in 
their communities. One of the best ways we can do 
that is by lending a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of grade 
point average, college entrance exam scores, work 
and volunteer experience, school and civic activi¬ 
ties and a short essay, which demonstrates their 
knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

Completed applications and essays must 
be returned to Corn Belt Energy before Janu¬ 
ary 1, 2005. For additional information or 
an application form, visit our Web site at 
www.cornbeltenergy.com or call us at (800) 879- 
0339, Ext. 250 or Ext. 235. 

Get 
Out 
And 
Vote 

The right to vote wasn’t just handed to Americans. 
They had to fight for it. When the polls open on 

Election Day, every citizen over the age of 18 will be 
able to cast a vote. It is a right we take for granted, 
one that defines our nation as a democracy. Exercise 
your right to vote on November 2. 

Help with energy bills 
f you anticipate difficulty paying your CBEC electric 
bill, contact our Member Services Department, 

ext.253, or ext.228, to set up a payment arrange¬ 
ment. 

Carver Community Action Agency 
235 E Main Street 
Galesburg, IL 61402-0028 
309-342-0158 

Knox 

Central Illinois Economic 
Development Corporation 
1800 5th Street 
Lincoln, IL 62656-9117 
217-732-2159 

DeWitt 
Menard 
Logan 
Piatt 
Mason 

Decatur-Macon County Opportunities 
Corporation 
1122 E Marietta Street 
Decatur, IL 62521-1324 
217-428-2193 

Macon 

East Central Illinois Community 
Action Agency, Inc 
56 N Vermilion Street 
Danville, IL 61834-1335 
217-443-2705 

Ford 
Iroquois 
Vermilion 

Kendall-Grundy Community Action 
500A Countryside Center 
Yorkville, IL 60560-1063 
630-553-9100 (Kendall) 
815-941-3262 (Grundy) 

Kendall 
Grundy 

j If you would like to apply for assistance, contact the 
agency in the following list that serves your county. 
Ask about the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). 

Mid Central Community Action, Inc 
923 E Grove Street 
Bloomington, IL 61701-4201 
309-829-0691 (McLean) 
815-844-3201 (Livingston) 

McLean 
Livingston 

Project NOW Inc. 
418 19th Street 
Rock Island, IL 61204-3970 
309-793-6391 

Henry 
Mercer 
Rock Island 

Tazwood Community Services, Inc 
Field Shopping Center 
2005 S Main Street 
Morton, IL 61550-2915 
309-266-9941 
309-694-4391 

Tazewell 
Woodford 

Tri-County Opportunities Council 
405 Emmons Avenue 
Rock Falls, IL 61071-0610 
815-625-7830 
800-323-5434 

Bureau 
Carroll 
Putnam 
Lee 
LaSalle 
Ogle 
Stark 
Whiteside 
Marshall 
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Nominations Being Accepted 
For Director Positions 

The terms of the following 
Corn Belt Energy directors 

will expire at the March 12, 
2005 annual meeting: Michael 
Killian from Lexington (District 
1), Rae Payne from Bloomington 
(District 1), Jerry Starkey from 
Le Roy (District 1), Dennis Fred¬ 
rickson from Victoria (District 
6) and A1 Hagenbuch from Utica 
(District 8). 

In accordance with the by¬ 
laws, the board of directors 
confirmed a Nominating Com¬ 
mittee in October. The following 
active members were appointed 
to serve on the committee: 

Paul Dubravec, 16 Cameron Ct., Bloomington, 61704 
Ralph Freebairn, 1575 E. US Hwy. 52, Ottawa, 61350 
Robert D. Haas, R.R. 4, Box 291, Clinton, 61727 
Kenneth West, 2244 Knox Rd., 2250 E., Victoria, 61485 
Alan Peters, 3316 E. 3rd Rd., LaSalle, IL 61301 
Ken Siegrist, 8590 Locust Rd., Delavan, 61734 
Gary Moncelle, R.R. 2, Box 96, Lexington, 61753 
Gene Hoffman, R.R. 4, Box 27IS, Clinton, 61727 
Marvin Polte, 7627 1745 N. Ave., Sheffield, 61361 
Peter Borowski, 3017 Thornwood Lane, Bloomington, 61704 
Owen Arvin, R.R. 1, Box 152, Carlock, 61725 
Terry Longman, 1478 County Rd. 2600 East, El Paso, 61738 
James Rafferty, 28356 E. Hwy. 150, Le Roy, 61752 
Arlis Springer, 25349 Litwiller Road, Delavan, 61734 
R.D. Henry, 315 County Road, 2600 E, Hudson, 61748 

The Nominating Committee will meet at the 
Corn Belt Energy office in Downs at 11 a.m. on 
November 23, 2004. Any cooperative member 
who is interested in being nominated to the board 
of directors should contact a Nominating Commit¬ 
tee member prior to their meeting. The committee 
can nominate no more than two individuals for 
each expiring directorship. 

Any active cooperative member may also be 
nominated for election by petition. Any 50 active 
members of the cooperative, by their petition, 
may propose the name of any qualified member 
as an additional nominee. The nominated person 
must have active service in the board district of 
the vacancy, and no other directors can live in the 
same township. Petitions to nominate directors 

must be filed at Corn Belt Energy’s office no later 
than February 9, 2005. 

The election to fill the director seats will take 
place at the annual meeting, which will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 12, 2005, at the 
Normal Community High School in Normal, Il¬ 
linois. Please note the new location. 

The board of directors is composed of 15 
active members, who represent the membership 
in the operation of the cooperative. The detailed 
procedure for choosing a director is stated in 
the bylaws of the corporation. Active members 
interested in more information pertaining to the 
nominating and petitioning processes can request 
a copy of the current bylaws by calling (800) 879- 
0339, Ext. 232. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

This year, show you care by giving a 
Corn Belt Energy gift certificate. 

m II of us know a relative, neighbor or family 
in the community who could use help pay- 

/ ■ ing their utility bills. Corn Belt Energy gift 
/' ■ certificates (in increments of $25, $50 or 

■MPIOO) are a great way to share with others 
throughout the year. When you order by phone, you can 
pay by check or credit card. We'll send the certificates to 
you or, if you wish, we'll send them anonymously for you. 
Simply call us at (800) 879-0339, and press Extension 701. 
Give an energy gift certificate and make a difference. 

00 
CO 
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Decorating McLean 
County Barns for the 
Holidays 2004 
• Deadline for submitting entry 

blank: November 26, 2004 

• Judging will take place (after sundown) 
between Decembers and December 12, 2004 

• Open to aft individuals and groups 

• Members of “Barn Keepers” no 
registration fee ... non members $5.00 

• Prizes will be awarded 

GROUPS INDIVIDUALS 

Fust $125.00 First $100.00 
Second $ 75.00 Second $ 50.00 
Third $ 50.00 Third $ 25.00 

Visit the “Barn Keepers Page” at 
www.mcleanextension.org 

For additional information, please 
contact John at 309-663-8306 

■■1 —— ,' V'1' fmffilngrcA ^ n * 

Office 
Closing 

korn Belt Energy Offices will be closed Thursday, November 
'25 and Friday November 26 to celebrate the Thanksgiving 

Holiday 
Let us take this opportunity to thank all of our employees 

and board members for their commitment to serve through¬ 
out the year. We also thank you, our member-owners, for your 
continued involvement and support of the cooperative. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday! 

Outage Report 
The following outages affected more than 100 members. Please see our Web site at 

www.cornbeltenergy.com for a complete list of substation and feeder outages. 

Date Time Members Areas affected Reason for outage 

08/17/04 5:10-6:48 p.m. 190 Norway area Car accident caused broken pole. 

08/25/04 5:42-7:10 p.m. 178 Goodfield and Congerville 
areas 

Lightning caused fuse to open 

08/26/04 4:15 - 6:14 a.m. 317 Wedron area Wire down - reason unknown 

09/01/04 1:15- 1:16p.m. 1605 Parkside substation in Normal Blink on Illinois Power 
transmission 

09/08/04 11:40 a.m. - 2:09 p.m. 387 South Bloomington area Wire down - reason unknown 

09/13/04 2:27-3:10 p.m. 1.315 Annawan, Neponset, 
Mineral, Ladd, Buda, 
Wyanet, Sheffield, Manlius, 
Tiskilwa and Princeton areas 

Illinois Power 
transmission problems 

09/15/04 7:22-8:45 a.m. 278 Ladd substation Transformer blew into 
transmission line 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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NEWS 
Mailing address: RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
E-mail address: cbec@cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern (800) 654-1088 
Central (800) 879-0339 

FAX: (309) 663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 
Monday thru Friday 

DECEMBER 2004 A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

I 
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Twas the night before Christmas and out on the ranch 
The pond was frozen over and so was the branch 

The snow was piled up belly deep to a mule; 
The kids were all home on vacation from school, 

And happier young folks you never did see, 
Just sprawled around a-watching TV. 

Then suddenly some time around eight o’clock 
The power went off, the TV went dead! 

When Grandpa came in from out in the shed 
With an armload of wood, the house was all dark, 

“Just what I thought,” they heard him remark 
“Them Corn Belt lines must be down from the snow 

Seems sorter like times on the ranch long ago.” 
“I’ll hunt up some candles,” said Mom, “With their light 

And the fireplace I reckon we’ll make out all right.” 
The teenagers all seemed enveloped in gloom, f 

Then Grandpa came back from a trip to his room, 
Uncased his old fiddle and started to play 

That old Christmas song about bells on a sleigh. 
Mom started to sing, and the first thing they knew 

Both Pop and the kids were all singing it too! 
They sang Christmas carols, they sang “Holy Night,” 

Their eyes all a-shining in the ruddy firelight. 
They played some charades Mom recalled from her youth. 

And Pop read a passage from God’s Book of Truth. 
They stayed up till midnight and would you believe 

Those youngsters agreed ‘twas a fine Christmas Eve! 
Grandpa rose early, sometime before dawn, 

And when the kids awakened, the current was on. 
“Corn Belt sure got the line repaired quick,” 

Said Grandpa — and no one suspected his trick; 
Last night for the sake of some old-fashioned fun 

He had pulled the main switch - the old son-of-a-gun! 

Author Unknown 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM CORN BELT ENERGY ^ 
Our offices will be closed on Thursday, December 23, Friday December 24 and Fri- 

day, December 31 to allow our employees to celebrate the holidays with their families. 
In the event of an electrical emergency, please phone: 

■ Central Region - (800) 879-0339 ■ Northern Region - (800) 654-1088 

HAVE A SAFE AND HARRY HOLIDAY! 
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Have A Safe Holiday Season The National Safety Council offers these suggestions to help make your holiday season merry and 
safe. 

■ DECORATIONS 
Wear gloves while decorating with spun 

glass "angel hair.” It can irritate your eyes and 
skin. A common substitute is non-flammable 
cotton. Both angel hair and cotton snow are 
flame retardant when used alone. However, if 
artificial snow is sprayed onto them, the dried 
combination will burn rapidly. When spraying 
artificial snow on windows or other surfaces, be 
sure to follow directions carefully. These sprays 
can irritate your lungs if you inhale them. 

■ FIREPLACES 
You should not try to burn evergreens or 

wreaths in the fireplace or in a wood stove to 
dispose of them. They are likely to flare out of 
control and send flames and smoke into the 
room. Also, do not burn wrapping paper in 
the fireplace because it often contains metallic 
materials that can be toxic if burned. 

■ CANDLES 
Never use lighted candles near trees, boughs, 

curtains, drapes, or with any potentially flam¬ 
mable item. 

■ TOYS AND GIFTS 
Be especially careful when you choose toys 

for infants or small children. Be sure anything 
you give them is too big to get caught in the 
throat, nose, or ears. Avoid toys with small 
parts that can be pulled or broken off. If you 
are giving toys to several children in one family, 
consider their age differences and the chances 
that younger children will want to play with 
older kids’ toys. 

■ OLDER ADULTS 
Select gifts for older adults that are not 

heavy or awkward to handle. For persons with 
arthritis, make sure the gift does not require 
assembly and can be easily opened and closed. 
Choose books with large type for anyone with 
vision impairment. 

■ PLANTS 
Small children may think that holiday plants 

look good enough to eat, but many plants can 
cause severe stomach problems. Plants to watch 
out for include: mistletoe, holly berries, Jeru¬ 
salem cherry, and amaryllis. Keep all of these 
plants out of children’s reach. 

■ FOOD AND COOKING 
The holidays often mean preparing large 

meals for family and friends. Wash hands. 

utensils, sinks, and anything else that has come 
in contact with raw poultry. Keep in mind that a 
stuffed bird takes longer to cook. For questions 
concerning holiday turkey preparation and cook¬ 
ing, call the USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline at 
(800) 535-4555. Refrigerate or freeze leftovers in 
covered shallow containers (less than two-inches 
deep) within two hours after cooking. Date left¬ 
overs for future use. 

■ ALCOHOL, PARTIES AND DRIVING 
Being a smart party host or guest should in¬ 

clude being sensible about alcoholic drinks. More 
than half of all traffic fatalities are alcohol-related. 
Use designated drivers (people who do not drink) 
to drive other guests home after a holiday party. 

■ STRESS 
The holiday season is one of the most stress¬ 

ful times of the year. You can’t avoid stress com¬ 
pletely, but you can give yourself some relief. Allow 
enough time to shop rather than hurrying through 
stores and parking lots. Only plan to do a reason¬ 
able number of errands. When shopping, make 
several trips out to the car to drop off packages 
rather than trying to carry too many items. Take 
time out for yourself. Relax, read, or enjoy your 
favorite hobby at your own pace. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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#|n January 7, 2005, some lucky Corn Belt Energy member will win $100. Wouldn’t it be 
If Year off as a winner? If you’re currently paying your Corn Belt Energy bill 
(EFT), or you sign up for EFT prior to January 7, your name will automatically be entered 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 
Is For You If.... 
■ You’re a busy person 
■ You frequently travel 
■ You want to make sure your bills are paid 

on time 
■ You like to save money 
■ You’re looking for ways to simplify your 

life. 

Thousands of Corn Belt Energy members 
pay their energy bills automatically each month. 
Maybe it’s time for you to consider electronic 
payment for your Corn Belt Energy electric bill. 

How does it work? We still send you a 
billing statement every month that shows 
the amount and the date of the transfer. The 
transfer takes place on the billing due date, 

which is approximately three weeks 
the date the bill is printed. If there are insuf¬ 
ficient funds in your account, you may be 
charged a service fee by both your bank 
and Corn Beit Energy Corporation. 

How to apply? Just complete the agree¬ 
ment form below, making sure the name 
on the agreement matches the name 
on your Corn Belt Energy bill and your 
bank account. Detach the completed 
agreement form and return it along with a 
voided check to Corn Belt Energy, RO. Box 
816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816. Please 
allow three to six weeks to process your 
agreement. Continue to pay your Corn 
Belt Energy electric bills until you see 
the words “Auto Pay” on your bill. 

For additional information on EFT, call (800) 879-0339. 
Note: Corn Belt Energy employees, directors, and their families are not eligible to participate in the contest drawing. 

I authorize Corn Belt Energy Corporation and the designated financial institution 
to begin automatic deductions of my energy bill. 

 Checking Account Please attach a voided check.  Savings Account 

Financial Institution  Account Number  

Address City  State  Zip  

This authority remains effective until Corn Belt Energy Corporation, my financial institution or I terminate 
this agreement in writing. 

Name (print)  Signature  

Address City  State  Zip  

Corn Belt Energy Account Number  Phone  Date  

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Planning To Be Gone Over 
The Holidays? 

“There must be something 
wrong with our meter. We were 
away from home most of the 
month and couldn’t have used 
that much electricity.” 

Variations of that comment 
are heard many times every 
year. Rarely is anything wrong 
with the meter. What we tend to 
forget are the many appliances 
in our homes that operate au¬ 
tomatically day in and day out 
whether we are there or not. 
While you’re on vacation, your 
appliances are still working. 

Refrigerators and freezers 
are big users of electricity, es¬ 
pecially when they are partially 
filled. An old refrigerator can ac¬ 
count for as much as 25 percent 
of the monthly electric bill! The 
older a refrigerator is, the more 
electricity it will use. Even those 
purchased two or three years 
ago consume more than those 
manufactured today. 

Automatic conveniences 
such as dehumidifiers, sump 
pumps, remote-controlled 
TVs, water heaters, clocks, bat¬ 
tery-powered appliances with 
chargers, security lights, etc. 
operate automatically and all 
contribute to electrical usage 
and your energy bill. 

Plus, when we return from 
vacation, we restock the refrig¬ 
erator and begin washing and 
drying clothes, ironing, bath¬ 
ing, cooking, and a wide range 
of tasks involving electrical use. 
Even if you have saved some 
kilowatt-hours by being away, 
you may use them after you get 
back - and maybe even more. 
Your electrical facilities probably 
do not need to be inspected. 
Just keep in mind that the elec¬ 
trical devices in your home are 
still operating even while you’re 
away. 

Switch Cover 
Thermometers 

Only $10.95 each 
(includes tax and shipping) 

Charge it to your 
electric bill 

Credit Cards accepted 
Standard White or Ivory 
Decorator White or Ivory 

Phone: 800-654-1088 
or 800-879-0339 ext. 235 

Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation 

This Year, Show You Care by Giving 
a Corn Belt Energy Gift Certificate 

All of us know a relative, neigh¬ 
bor or family in the community 

who could use help paying their 
utility bills. Corn Belt Energy gift 
certificates (in increments of 
$25, $50, or $100) are a great 
way to share with others through¬ 
out the year. When you order by 

phone, you can pay by check or 
credit card. We’ll send the certifi¬ 
cates to you or, if you wish, we'll 
send them anonymously for you. 
Simply call us at (800) 879-0339, 
and press Extension 701. This is 
one gift they’ll remember! 

iiij/i! Jii f'jur 
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67th Annual Meeting 
of Members 

Saturday, March 12, 2005 
At a new location - Normal 

Community High School locat¬ 
ed on Raab Road in Normal. 

OUTAGE REPORT 
The following outages affected more than 100 members. Please see our Web site at 

www.cornbeltenergy.com for a complete list of substation and feeder outages. 

DATE TIME MEMBERS AREAS AFFECTED REASON FOR OUTAGE 
09/15/04 7:20 a.m.-8:45 a.m. 278 Ladd substation area AmerenIP had debris 

in transmission line. 
09/15/04 8:55 p.m.-12:12 a.m. 230 South Bloomington area Line out from burnt jumper. 
09/23/04 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 120 Goodfield area Construction crew caught 

overhead line. 
09/26/04 12:45 a.m.-2:30 a.m. 152 Hopedale area Car accident broke pole. 
10/01/04 9:07 p.m.-10:00 p.m. 188 Bloomington area Cause unknown. 
10/11/04 10:40 p.m.-2:51 a.m. 143 Hedgewood subdivision 

in Bloomington 
Underground primary fault. 
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