
WIEC salutes recent graduates 
WIEC would like to congratu¬ 

late three of our employees for 
attending and completing differ¬ 
ent safety classes. Groundman 
Andy Lafeber and Groundman 
Cody Grainger completed the 
AIEC’s climbing school. Jour¬ 
neyman Lineman Scott Carle 
attended the AIEC’s rubber 
gloving (3527-38) school. 

Each employee attended a 
class that demonstrated electric 
pole climbing, electrical theory, 
and safety techniques for their 
particular job level. 

The Association of Illinois 
Electrical Cooperative, Spring- 
field, hosts different classes 
throughout the year as part of 
their training programs available 
to Illinois cooperative employees. 

WIEC sends our employees 
to these classes as part of our 
ongoing commitment to our em¬ 
ployees’ safety. 

Andy Lafeber (left) and 
Cody Grainger (right) show 

their new pole climbing 
techniques. 

Manager Paul Dion (right) 
presents Scott Carle his 
certificate for completing 
AIEC’s rubber gloving 
school. 

Winter fuel prices have you on a roller coaster? 

LP and natural gas prices are forecasted to climb again this 
winter. Avoid (958-36-3) the roller coaster pricing of those fu¬ 
els by installing a geothermal heating and cooling system. 

Not only do you get one of the most efficient systems on the 
market today, you also get the peace of mind of knowing exact¬ 
ly the rate you will pay. Our 6-cent rate for geothermal heating 
and cooling has been the same since 1989. Can your fossil fuel 
supplier say that? 

Choose geothermal. It's dirt-cheap! 

We Get Our Power From You 
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FAQ 
Frequently Asked Questions 

NO! WIEC did not raise their 
rates and do not plan to do so 
in the near future (barring any 
unforeseen catastrophe!). 

Twice a year, usually after the 
coldest and hottest months of 

Did WIEC raise their rates? 
My last bill was much higher than normal. 

the year, we get phone calls 
just like this from our members. 
It’s important to remember that 
your bill is calculated based 
on usage. When you use more 
kilowatts, your bill goes up. 
When you use less, your bill 

goes down. Air conditioning 
and heating are two large piec¬ 
es of the usage “pie”. Even if 
you have a gas or LP furnace, 
electricity is still needed to run 
the blower and fans. 

Power outage safety tips 
Western Illinois Electrical 

Coop, makes every effort to 
keep the power on. Sometimes, 
despite our best efforts, the pow¬ 
er goes out. When that happens, 
there are a few things you can 
do to keep yourself and your 
home safe. 

• Check with your neighbors to 
see if their power is off. If they 
have power, the problem may 
be in your breaker or fuse box. 

• Try to reset the main breaker. 
This may be located at the 

meter pole, below the meter 
and/or at your main breaker 
box. If you have a pedestal, 
the main breaker probably is 
still under the meter. Flip the 
main breaker to the “OFF” 
position, then back to “ON”. 
In many cases, this is all you 
need to do to restore power. 

If the power doesn’t come 
back on, turn all the branch 
breakers that control indi¬ 
vidual circuits to the “OFF” 
position. Reset the main 
breaker and slowly turn the 
branch breakers on one at a 
time until (4517-40-1) power 
is restored. If you have fuses, 

check for burnt ones and re¬ 
place with new ones. Be sure 
to use the same size of am¬ 
perage as the old fuse. 

If your main breaker or branch 
circuit breaker will not reset, 
you may need to contact an 
electrician. 

However, if your breakers 
will reset and your power is 
not restored, it’s time to call 
WIEC and report your outage. 
Please have your map loca¬ 
tion number ready to give the 
on call person when asked. 

It’s a good idea to turn off all 
appliances, heating and cool¬ 
ing systems, lights, and other 
electric equipment to avoid 
overloading the system when 
power is restored. This is es¬ 
pecially important if the lights 
“browned” or dimmed before 
going completely out. Leave 
on one light so you’ll know 
when the power is restored. 

If you notice that your neigh¬ 
bors’ power was restored and 
yours wasn’t, let WIEC know. 
You may have an individual 
outage due to downed wires 
or other defective equipment. 
No matter what the reason, 
we need to know. 
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The cold can kill you 
What is hypothermia? It’s the dangerous loss 

of heat from a person’s body! Hypothermia 
occurs when exposure to cold causes a person’s 
body to lose heat faster than it can be replaced. 
The result is a dangerous drop in a person’s 
internal body temperature... and a serious 
medical condition that everyone should know 
how to recognize, and prevent. 

The causes of hypothermia are: 
• Extreme cold 
• Prolonged exposure to MILD COLD 

(30-65 degrees E) 
• Immersion in cold water 
• Wind chill 
• Wetness 

Factors that increase the risk of hypothermia 
are illness (especially those affecting the 
circulatory system), old age or infancy, fatigue, 
alcohol, inadequate clothing, wetness 
and medications. 

Hypothermia can even happen indoors at 
low temperatures. Hypothermia can be fatal 
if not detected and treated early. The signs of 
hypothermia aren’t obvious ... unless you know 
how to recognize them. 

The first signs of hypothermia may include 
shivering, it’s the body’s natural attempt to 
keep warm. BUT SOME PEOPLE MAY NOT 
SHIVER. Another sign is difficulty performing 
certain tasks, such as zipping up clothing, 
lighting a match or tying a knot. 

Acute hypothermia is a medical emergency. 
Symptoms may include slurred speech, 
stumbling, confused thinking, shivering that 
may lessen and stop, weakness and fatigue, 
drowsiness, weak pulse and shallow breathing. 
If you see any of these symptoms, get medical 
help immediately. Do so even if the person 
insists he or she is comfortable ... many 
hypothermia victims are not aware they’re cold. 

First aid measures should be followed until 
medical care arrives. Get the victim to a warm 
shelter and keep them warm, covering the 
person with warm blankets. If you must stay 
outdoors, wrap the victim’s head and protect 
the person from the elements. 

If clothing is wet, get the wet clothes off 
and provide warm, dry clothing. Do not try 
to re-warm the victim by a warm water bath, 
leave this up to medical personnel. Do not 
rub or massage the victim’s skin. If the victim 
becomes unconscious, place the victim on his 
or her side and be prepared to give artificial 
respiration if he or she stops breathing 
regularly. 

What can you do to prevent yourself from 
becoming a hypothermia victim? 

Keep your home warm. If you can’t afford 
sufficient heat, check with state or local 
community service agencies for fuel and 
weatherization assistance. Have your home 
heating system checked yearly. Stay in 
the warmest part of the house, in a sunny 
location if possible. Close off heat to unused 
rooms in winter, except if you have a central 
heating system. In that case, you defeat the 
circulation design of the system. Keep a 
thermometer in your bedroom, so you can 
check the temperature of the room. 

2. Keep in touch with others. Have friends, 
neighbors or relatives check on you daily to 
be sure you’re all right. 

3. Take care of your health. Eat nutritious, 
high-energy foods. Have at least one hot 
meal per day. Exercise regularly to stimulate 
heat production in the muscles. Walking is 
a great exercise. Check on your medication 
to see if anything you’re taking can make 
you more vulnerable to cold. If they do, take 
extra precautions. 

And finally, dress warmly. Wear a cap or hat. 
Your head is a major source of heat loss. Dress 
in several layers of warm but not tight-fitting 
clothing. Use a lap blanket when sitting for a 
long time. Wear warm shoes and socks. Put 
plenty of blankets on your bed and wear socks 
and a nightcap to bed. 

Protect yourself and others from hypothermia. 
BE AWARE of the dangers of hypothermia. TAKE 
PRECAUTIONS to avoid overexposure to cold. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

RO. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Briscoe N. Menke — 
President, Carthage 

Ross E. Wear — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

amount of $62,154; total mar¬ 
gins for the year as of Septem¬ 
ber 30, 2002, were $294,717. 

A safety report was given to 
each director. 

The date for the 2003 annual 
meeting of the cooperative’s 

Summary of Board Meeting 
- October 22, 2002 

Directors present: Menke, 
Wear, Morrison, Vaughn, Grone¬ 
wold, Spory and Newton. Also 
present: Dion and Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
September 2002 was in the 

members was set for June 26, 
2003. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits (10532-74) to the Lowell 
Blythe Estate was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Reg¬ 
ular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Welcome new members: 

Booton, Ryan E. & Jessica C..  Stronghurst 
Cale, Jessyca   Carthage 
Clark, Fred Jr. & Tasha Penrod  Stronghurst 
Corzatt, Michael J   Media 
Gillham, Jeff   Warsaw 
Horn, Steven K   Warsaw 
Lambert, Bob & Chris   Bardolph 
Merry, Daniel   Monmouth 
Meyer, Kevin M   Stronghurst 
Quivey, Ryan E   Burnside 
Siegfried, Harold F. & Jeany R   Nauvoo 
Swingle, Michelle & Tim   Lomax 
Walters, Terri Kay & Harvey   Carman 
Weber Meats, Inc   Carthage 
Zenk, Robert A. & J. Marsue...  Hamilton 

Did you know that your 
cordless phone does not 
work during a power out¬ 
age? Have a cell phone or 
a corded phone as a stand¬ 
by just in case you need 
to make a call while the 
power is out. 

Cordless 
phone 
owners 
beware! 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

If You Don't Have A GFCI, Get One 
A ground-fault circuit inter¬ 

rupter (GFCI) can protect you 

from a fatal shock. Unlike fuses 

or circuit breakers that depend 

on heavy overloads and short 

circuits to function, GFCIs 

sense even small (5726-46-1) 

electrical faults and instantly 

cut off power before people or 
equipment can be hurt. 

GFCIs come in several 

forms. Some are designed to 
replace standard wall outlets, 

others are portable units built 

into an extension cord for use 
with hand tools. The National 
Electrical Code requires that 

GFCIs be installed in garages, 

bathrooms, and on outdoor 
receptacles for new homes or 

additions. Particularly with out¬ 

door electric use, a GFCI can 

be a lifesaver. With your feet on 
Mother Earth, you are a better 
grounding path for fault current. 

Also, wet outdoor areas add 

risk when operating hand tools, 

power washers, hedge clippers 

and lawn trimmers. Around 

pools, use GFCIs with re-cir¬ 

culating pumps, on lighting 

circuits, and on all receptacles 
within 20 feet of the pool. 

Where can you buy ground- 

fault circuit interrupters? Look 

for them at most hardware 

stores, home centers and elec¬ 

trical supply outlets. 

If 

a 

weather proverbs 

There is always one fine week in February 

Violent north winds in February herald a 
fertile year. 

For every thunder with rain in February, there 
will be a cold spell in May. 

Let your block heater sleep too! 
Even on the coldest days of 

the year, an engine block heater 

only takes 1.5 hours to heat your 

engine. If you currently use your 

block heater every night, a timer 

can really save you money on your 

electric bill. Use the timer and give 

your block heater the night off! 

Call Toll Free (800) 570-3125 
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The 8th Annual WIEC Safety Fair 

During the day, the kids and their chaperones vis¬ 
ited seven different stations. Pictured here is bicycle 
safety with IL State Trooper Todd Teel. 

Rex the Drug Dog, Hancock County's newest canine 
officer, along with his handler Andy Hall, showed 
his best behavior to the kids. Andy explained to 
them that Rex believes finding drugs is a game. 

More than 300 Hancock and Henderson County 
fifth graders came to Carthage on September 27th 

to (7813-58) learn how to live smart, keep safe 
and yet have fun. It was for the 8th Annual WIEC 
Safety Fair. 

Kyle Finley brought his Live Line Demo to 
show the kids the power of electricity. 
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One of the stations featured WIEC's own linemen, 
Scott Carle (left) and Mark Kissinger (right), demon¬ 
strating their gear. 

Shelley Shirey of the Hancock County 9-1-1 
Department brought a phone simulator for 
the kids to practice making emergency calls. 

The importance of wearing seat belts was shown by | 
IL State Trooper Ed Howard and the State Police's roll- J 
over machine. The dummy is almost ready to come out \ 
of the window during a simulated accident involving a 
roll over situation. 

We hope the kids had a great time and learned some¬ 
thing too! This group of friends just came from (683-5) 
an ambulance tour. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
President, Carthage 

Ross E. Wear — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 

Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

ouT 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting 
-November 26, 2002 

Directors present: Menke, Wear, 
Morrison, Vaughn, Gronewold, 
Spory and Newton. Also pres¬ 
ent: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
October 2002 was in the amount 
of $76,480; total margins for the 

year as of October 31,2002, 
were $371,197. 

For the long distance tele¬ 
phone (4614-33) service from 
PowerNet Global, 100 people 
have signed up for the program 
as of 11/25/02. 

The December 2002 board 
meeting will be Thursday, Janu¬ 
ary 2, 2003, at 7:00 p.m., and the 
January 2003 board meeting will 
be Thursday, January 30, 2003, 
at 7:00 p.m. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Welcome new members: 
Allsup, Rory Burlington 
Drake, Daniel Harvard 
Gilpin, Raymond & Remedies Hamilton 
Gossage, Kory Basco 
Grafton Trucking Carman 
Hall, Robert F. & Sharon M Niota 
Hearts of Hancock Humane Society Carthage 
Hesseltine, Joseph Stronghurst 
Holsinger, Katherine Warsaw 
James, Daniel J. & Sharon M Carthage 
Kelly, Sean Macomb 
Ludolph, Vivian M Nauvoo 
Marshall, Charlene F. Henderson, CO 
MENCO Fabrication, Inc Carman 
North Fork Pork LLC West Point 
Reidner, Kenneth Freeport 
Robinson, James R Carthage 
Stewart, Marilon J Gladstone 

iMfestern Illinois 
Electrical Coop, is making available 
Business and Residential long distance phone service 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week plus 
6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join 
No monthly fees 
No monthly minimums 
No term agreements 
Major carrier 

800 Number 4.9c—6.90 per minute 
— no fees 
Free calling cards 13.9c per minute 
(No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, is making available long distance telephone service 
through PowerNet Global Communications. This long distance service is one of the 
lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can call anywhere in 
the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental 
United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 
number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. Incoming calls on 
your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day - 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term 
agreements. For additional information, call WIEC at (217) 357-3125 or (800) 576-3125. 
To sign up, call BTC Communications at (800) 239-7420. 
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In accordance with Article IV, 
Section 4, of your cooper¬ 

ative’s by-laws, a nominating 
committee must be appointed 
between 30 and 120 days prior 
to the annual meeting of mem¬ 
bers (June 26, 2003). 

Directors shall be elected by 
and from the membership by 
ballot and shall serve for a term 
of three years, or until their 
successors shall have been 
elected and qualified. The 
terms of (6821-33) directors 
from Districts #1, #2 and #3 
will expire this year. 

DISTRICT NO. 1, cur¬ 
rently represented by Haven D. 
Vaughn, is all of the coopera¬ 
tive’s service area in Hender¬ 
son County, Illinois. 

DISTRICT NO. 2, currently 
represented by William R. 

Newton, is Appa¬ 
noose, Montebello and 
Sonora Townships in 
Hancock County, Il¬ 
linois. 

DISTRICT NO. 3, 
currently represented 
by Jay D. Morrison, 
is LaHarpe, Durham, 
Rock Creek, Pon- 
toosuc and Dallas 
Townships in Hancock 
County, Illinois, and 
the cooperative’s 
service area in Blan- 
dinsville Township in 
McDonough County, 
Illinois. 

The nominating 
committee must post 
a list of nominations at 
the cooperative office 
at least 20 days before 
the annual meeting. 

MSTMCTMI. 1 
Haven D. Vaughn 

DISTRICT NO. 2 
William R. Newton 

DISTRICT NO. 3 
Jay 0. Morrison 

Director nomination and election process 
Any 15 cooperative 
members may act to¬ 
gether and nominate 
another member by 
petition. These nomi¬ 
nations will be posted 
with those made by 
the nominating com¬ 
mittee. Nominations 
made by petition at 
least 10 days before 
the annual meet¬ 
ing will be included 
on the official ballot. 
Later nominations 
by petition shall be 
treated as nomina¬ 
tions from the floor. 
The chairman shall 
call for additional 
nominations from the 
floor. No member may 
nominate more than 
one candidate. 

The large box-like device 
found on the ends of some 
appliance cords can be an 
appliance leakage circuit 
interrupter (ALCI), an im¬ 
mersion detection circuit 
interrupter (IDCI), or a ground 
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). 

What is the big plug now found on 
such appliances as hair dryers? 

They work in different ways, 
but they are all intended to 
shut off the power to an ap¬ 
pliance under an abnormal 
condition such as immersion 
of the appliance in liquid. Just 
because you have an appli¬ 
ance with one of these de¬ 
vices, doesn’t mean that it is 

okay to drop the appliance 
in water and retrieve it while 
it’s plugged in. The rule that 
“electricity and water don’t 
mix” still applies. 

Courtesy of the National 
Electrical Safety Foundation 
- http://www.nesf.org. 

Call Toll Free (300) 576-3125 
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Handyman 
e.ie>cMm sa^tu, tip, 

Planning a home improve¬ 
ment project? Always remember 
that working near electrical wires 
or equipment can be dangerous 
and requires special precautions 
and procedures: 

■ Wear appropriate clothing, shoes 
and headgear for the job to be done. 
A hard hat and steel-toed foot¬ 
wear will help protect you from 
falling objects. Rubber heels 
and soles without nails help in¬ 
sulate against shock. Clothing 
should fit well and not be too 
loose or baggy. Do not wear 
metal rings and watchbands that 
might get caught on something. 
Wear safety glasses if there is a 
chance of flying particles. 

■ Use tools that protect you. Use 
only UL-listed power tools. 

Double insulated power tools 
offer valuable protection against 
electric shock. Hand tools, like 
screwdrivers and pliers, should 
have insulated handles. 

■ Keep tools in good condition. Re¬ 
pair or replace damaged tools. 
If an extension cord is used, be 
sure it is protected by a GFCI. 

■ Use Ground Fault Circuit Inter¬ 
rupters (GFCI) on power sources, if 
you are in the process of con¬ 
struction and the power source 
is not protected by a GFCI 
breaker or outlet, use the por¬ 
table type on an extension cord. 

■ Keep the work area clean. Good 
housekeeping habits can pre¬ 
vent serious injuries. 

■ When working in a damp location, 
take precautions against shock. Do 
not stand on wet ground or a 
damp floor when using electrical 
equipment. Stand on a rubber 
mat or other non-conducting ma¬ 
terial for protection. Use a GFCI. 

■ Never work on a “hot” electrical 
Circuit. Disconnect power to the 
branch before you work on wir¬ 
ing or equipment. Test the circuit 
to be sure it is not live by plug¬ 
ging in a lamp or circuit tester. 
Lock out and tag the circuit to 
prevent another person from 
turning power back on. 

Whenever home repairs re¬ 
quire a ladder, look up before 
you go up and - if outdoors - stay 
away from any power lines 

PowerNet Global wins again! 
The other evening I was sitting 

at the snack bar in the kitchen 
when the phone rang. Yes, you 
guessed it, it was one of those 
supper-hour callers wanting to 
induce me to change long dis¬ 
tance carriers, one of the ‘big 
boys’ even. 

Although I wasn’t really inter¬ 
ested in changing carriers (I’m a 
PowerNet Global user), I thought 
I’d listen to his pitch anyway. It 
didn’t take long however before 
I realized I was going to have 
to hurry this along or I’d miss 
the kick-off of the Monday night 
football game. After listening to 
the caller beat around the bush 
for awhile, I finally asked him to 
cut to the chase and give me his 
bottom line price per minute. 

When I realized he still wasn’t 
going to be able to do that (he 
kept telling me it depended on 
how many calls I make each 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

month), I decided to see if he 
could beat or meet the price I 
get with PowerNet Global. 

When I told him that I pay 
4.90 for all in-state calls and 6.90 
for all out-of-state calls, he got 
very quiet. Finally, he came back 
with what I’m sure he thought 
would save his pitch. “Surely,” 
he stated, “you must pay a 
monthly service fee.” When I 
assured him this was not the 
case, that I did not have to pay 
a monthly service or minimum 
fee, that it was 1 + dialing and 
that it was billed on six second 
increments and not full minutes 
and that I even have a free 800 
number, he was really at a loss 
for words. 

Finally, he wanted to know 
what company I was receiving 
my long distance phone service 
from. When I replied PowerNet 
Global, I could hear the air es- 

■ MARCH 2003 

caping from 
his sales pitch. 
But the best 
was yet to 
come. 

His final 
words were, 
“I’ve heard 
of them before. If 
I made any long 
distance phone 
calls myself, I think 
that’s who I’d use.” 
That was the best 
sales pitch I’ve 
ever heard. Only problem for him 
though, it wasn’t for the company 
he was working for! 

If you would like to sign up for 
long distance service through Pow¬ 
erNet Global or would like addi¬ 
tional information, call toll free (800) 
239-7420. 

As appeared in the January 2003 
issue of the Egyptian Messenger 
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Spring Planting Guide 101 

Tall Trees, such as: 
• Maple • Oak 
• Spruce • Pine 

Medium Trees, such as: I Small Trees, such as: 
• Washington hawthorn • Redbud • Dogwood 
• Golden raintree | • Crabapple 

Congratulations! You just 
brought home a beautiful tree to 
plant. But, is it the correct one 
for where you’re going to plant 
it? Please think about where any 
overhead electric lines are before 
developing a landscaping plan. 
Planting a tree that will grow to 
40 feet directly under a 30 feet 
tall power line is not a good idea. 
Consult an arborist at the tree 
nursery before you buy for ideas 
on what types of (9625-41) trees 
will be a good match for planting 
around power lines. 

All responsible arborists and 
their associations subscribe to 
the following tree-planting rules 

in relation to overhead power 
lines. 

Low Zone: Tree species 
that will not exceed 25 feet in 
height can be planted directly 
beneath power lines and for 20 
feet to either side. Taller exist¬ 
ing trees in this zone will have 
to be pruned so they’ll grow 
around the wires. Such pruning 
may (and probably will) detract 
from the beauty of the tree and 
may leave it susceptible to in¬ 
sects and disease. 

Medium Zone: Trees that 
grow to 40 feet in height at 
maturity are recommended for 
areas immediately adjacent to 
the Low Zone. This will rule out 

the possibility of limbs overhanging 
the power lines or trees that can 
topple into the lines during a bad 
storm. 

Tall Zone: Taller maturing trees 
should be planted at a distance 
of 50 feet or more from the power 
lines. This will insure they’ll reach 
their full potential undisturbed by 
pruning. There is also little likeli¬ 
hood that wind or ice will cause 
them to do damage to the power 
lines. 

Trees and overhead power lines 
can co-exist. But when the wrong 
tree is planted in the wrong place, 
the result may be an impending 
power outage during an ice or 
windstorm. 

Please dig safely this 
Remember to call WIEC and 

JULIE before you begin your 
outdoor projects this spring. 

Before beginning any dig¬ 
ging projects, keep in mind 
that there may be underground 
utility lines in the way that 
could prove to be harmful. 
Even when digging down only 
a few inches, it’s important to 
know what’s under there. Many 
utility lines are buried just inch¬ 
es below the surface. 

Please call the WIEC office 

to locate underground electri¬ 
cal lines on either side of the 
meter. We ask for 24-hour 
notice. To locate water, sewer, 
phone, gas, cable and 
all other utility lines, 
call JULIE at (800) 
892-0123. They 
require 48-hour no¬ 
tice. Both services 
are free. 

By having profes¬ 
sionals mark any 
underground lines in 

spring 
the area, you will avoid any 
potential serious injury and 
prevent possible damage to 
the utility (5819-4-2) lines that 

could disrupt service to 
your home and your 
neighbors. Besides 
being a good idea, 
calling JULIE is the 
law. 

Call WIEC 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Weekdays 8-5 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Briscoe N. Menke — 
President, Carthage 

Ross E. Wear — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Summary of 
Board Meeting - 
January 2, 2003 

Directors present: Menke, 
Wear, Morrison, Vaughn, Grone¬ 
wold, Spory and Newton. Also 
present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of No¬ 
vember 2002 was in the amount 
of $39,064; total margins for the 
year as of November 30, 2002, 
were $410,261. 

The Low Income Home En¬ 
ergy Assistance Program was 
discussed. 

The coop had a request for 
the payment of capital credits on 
a joint membership when the first 
spouse passes away. It has been 
the policy of the cooperative that 
the capital credit account is not 
paid until both members of a 
joint membership have passed 
away. It was the consensus of 
the board that the coop’s policy 
should not be changed at this 
time. 

The AIEC will conduct a re¬ 
newable energy conference 
January 29 and 30, 2003, in 
Springfield. 

The 2003 budget was ap¬ 
proved. 

new member 
Bate, Peter, Nauvoo 

Brown, Bryan, LaHarpe 
Gasaway, Troy L, Hamilton 

LeMaire, Chris & Teena M., Carthage 
Norris, Earl, Stronghurst 

Penrod, Floyd & Patricia, Burlington 
Schleich, Jody L, Dallas City 

Smith, Amanda, Carthage 
VanBrooker, Sarah & Brad, Bowen 

Willard, Judy, West Point 

MARCH 2003 

Two directors and one alter¬ 
nate director were nominated for 
the Soyland board of directors. 
Haven D. Vaughn and Paul Dion 
will be the two directors and 
Ross E. Wear will be the alternate 
director to the Soyland board of 
directors. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Leon Hartweg Es¬ 
tate was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Myra L. Simon Es¬ 
tate was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Star ligli’,, 
Star bright, 

Wh^re oh wiawe 
Ai’-> you tonight? 

It's so dim. 
It's so ^ 

Why does m<y 
Continue to iKii&t?? 

Is this you? Are you 
tired of coming home in 
the dark? Are you worried 
you’ll step on the dog, the 
cat, or (even worse) some 
other critter? 

For $6.50 a month, 
you’ll have plenty of light 
to see what is actually on 
your front step. A WIEC 
rental security light gives 
our members peace of 
mind for less than the 
(766-7-1) cost of a can of 
pop a day. WIEC pays for 
the installation, electricity 
used, and any mainte¬ 
nance it may require. The 
light can even be installed 
on your meter pole and 
will automatically be there 
to light your way right 
when you need it most. 

Call our office for more 
details. 



Visit our Web site at www.wiec.net 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the 
big plug now 

found on 
such appliances 
as hair dryers? 

The large box-like device found on 
the ends of some appliance cords can 
be either an appliance leakage circuit 
interrupter (ALCI), an immersion de¬ 
tection circuit interrupter (IDCI), or a 
ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). 

They work in different ways, but they 
are all intended to shut off the power to 
an appliance under an abnormal con¬ 
dition such as immersion of the appli¬ 
ance in liquid. Just because you have 
(9531-34) an appliance with one of 
these devices, it doesn’t mean that it is 
okay to drop the appliance in water and 
retrieve it while it’s plugged in. The rule 
that “electricity and water don’t mix” 
still applies. 

Courtesy of the National Electrical 
Safety Foundation -http://www.nesf.org 
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Nominating committee 
appointed 

WIEC’s board of directors, at its February 
meeting, appointed the following members to 
serve on the 2003 nominating committee: 

District No. 1 - 
John Lenahan   Lomax 
James Baker Lomax 

District No. 2 - 
Loren Sinele Niota 
Spencer Berry Nauvoo 

District No. 3 - 
Richard Douglas Burnside 
Ned Woolverton Niota 

District No. 4 - 
Rodney McGaughey Carthage 

District No. 5 - 
Ron Howell Carthage 

District No. 6 - 
Robert Menn Plymouth 

District No. 7 - 
Phil Zinn Basco 

Two members are appointed from the 
districts whose board terms expire each year, 
with one being appointed from remaining 
districts. These members will nominate at least 
one member for a three-year term to represent 
Districts 1,2 and 3. 

Directors whose current terms (9527-49) 
expire and who are eligible for re-election are: 
District 1 - Haven Vaughn, Lomax; District 2 - 
William R. Newton, Burnside; and District 3 - 
Jay Morrison, Niota. 

The committee will have their first organiza¬ 
tional meeting at 7:00 p.m. on March 25, 2003, 
at the WIEC office in Carthage. 



A director's responsibility 

According to information 
compiled by the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) in Washington, D.C., a 

director’s responsibility consists 

of having the ability and knowl¬ 

edge to set policy and approve 

programs that are the basis for 
operating the cooperative. A 

director must have the time to 

attend monthly board meetings, 
other special meetings and sem¬ 

inars. These special sessions 

are necessary to keep directors 
informed on the various aspects 

of the cooperative and the elec¬ 

tric utility industry. Other criteria 

of (5529-3) a board member as 
identified by NRECA include: 

• Be an independent thinker, 
but also a cooperator; 

• Be capable of acquiring 
the knowledge necessary 
to cope with the issues of 
a modern electric utility, 
including finances, manage¬ 
ment and public issues; 

• Possess the character and 
demeanor that will reflect 
favorably on behalf of the 
cooperative; 

• Have the willingness to lis¬ 
ten and learn; 

• Be one who can accept and 
direct change; 

• Be of sufficient stature to 
command the respect of 

management, employees, fellow 
board members, cooperative 
members and the public; 

• Be willing to commit adequate 
time to the work of the board 
to be an effective member and 
properly discharge the duties of 
the board; 

• Subordinate personal and other 
business interests to the needs 
of the cooperative when making 
a decision; 

• Be willing to accept the unpleas¬ 
ant moments of a director’s ex¬ 
perience; 

• Let management manage. 

WIEC's 2002 allocations of margins 
This year, instead of mailing 

out a separate allocation no¬ 

tice, WIEC will again print each 

member’s allocation for 2002 on 

the bottom left side of their April 

bill. This should be mailed around 
April 9. This will be the second 
year in a row that WIEC has done 

this. By printing the allocation 

amount right on the bill and not 
mailing out a separate form to 

current members, we save 
labor expenses, postage and 

printing costs. 

For members who have had 

their service disconnected and 

no longer receive a bill, we will 
continue to send a separate al¬ 
location notice. 

Remember, capital credits 

are held by the cooperative and 
will be returned to the member 

when Western Illinois Electrical 

Coop’s board of directors decide 

that the co-op is strong enough 

financially to do so. This is for our 

members’ information only and 

does not need any action on their 
part. Please do not pay the alloca¬ 
tion amount or subtract this amount 

from the bill. If there are any ques¬ 

tions, please call our office. 

Five years of service 
Karmen Metternich, billing 

coordinator, was recently hon¬ 
ored for five years of dedicated 
service to WIEC and it’s mem¬ 
bers. Her duties include getting 
the bills out in a timely manner, 
answering billing questions, and 
phone support. 

Congratulations Karmen on 
five successful years! 

Congratulations 
to 

James R. Sparks 
James A. Peterson 
Bernard and Sally 

McPherson! 

These members recently found 

their map location numbers in the 

WIEC News and received $10 off 

their electric bill. All it takes is a little 

detective work and you could be 

$10 richer too! 
Remember, you can’t win if you 

don’t look! 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
President, Carthage 

Ross E. Wear — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 

Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 
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Summary of Board Meeting 
- January 30, 2003 

Directors present: Menke, 
Wear, Morrison, Gronewold, Spo¬ 
ry and Newton. Absent: Vaughn. 
Also present: Dion and Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of De¬ 
cember 2002, was in the amount 
of $30,055; total margins for the 

year as of December 31,2002, 
were $440,816. 

The board reviewed the rate 
of discount for early retirement 
of capital credits, which is pres¬ 
ently at 8 percent. It was the 
(567-24-80) consensus of the 
board that no change should be 
made at this time. 

The board reviewed the policy 
on attorney services. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits for the Glen Dickinson Es¬ 
tate was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Welcome new members: 
Asbury, Connie Hamilton 
Cooley, Darwin & Lori  Carman 
Crum, Kayla R Dallas City 
Distek Integration, Inc Carthage 
Gerling, Mary & Josh Stronghurst 
Hagmeier, Matthew V. & Tammy S Pontoosuc 
Lant, Lola M Stronghurst 
M & M Electric Ent. Corp Nauvoo 
Martin, Kim & Nathan Hamilton 
Monti, David Colchester 
Prather, Don East Peoria 
Russell Bros Gladstone 
Schafer, Vickie L Sutter 
Sherer, R. Thomas & Linda L. Teel Carthage 
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MAY 26 th 
Gather around their sacred remains and garland the passionless 

mounds above them with choicest flowers of springtime.. Jet us in this sol¬ 
emn presence renew our pledges to aid and assist those whom they have 
left among us as sacred charges upon the Nation’s grati¬ 
tude,--the soldier’s and sailor’s widow and orphan.” 
--General John Logan, General Order No. 11,5 
May 1868. 

Memorial Day, or Decoration Day, was first 
celebrated in Waterloo, NY on May 5, 1866 as 
a way to pay tribute to the patriotic dead by 
decorating their gravesites. General John 
A. Logan, the first commander of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, issued 
the first official recognition of Memo¬ 
rial Day on May 5, 1868, exactly two 
years after Waterloo’s first observance. 
That year, Waterloo joined other com¬ 
munities in the nation by having their 
ceremony on May 30th. Since then, 
Memorial Day’s date may have 
changed, but the tradition continues. 
It has become a time to honor all 
our ancestors, our family members, 
our loved ones, our neighbors, and 
our friends who have given the ulti¬ 
mate sacrifice. 

WIEC’s office will be closed in 
honor of Memorial Day on May 26. 

★★★★★★★ 
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Weber Meats Inc. 
Last October, Steve and Julie Weber 

made a decision. They needed a 
reliable processing plant to take their 
home-raised, corn-fed beef for butch¬ 
ering. When the processing plant they 
were previously using came up for 
sale, the Weber’s bought it and Weber 
Meats, Inc. was born. 

The Webers had been raising their 
own beef for sometime. They offered 
the processed beef for sale from their 
home in rural Nauvoo, so selling it 
from a store in Carthage was different, 
but not that much different. 

Weber Meats carries the same 
varieties of meats that the previ¬ 
ous owners carried. They offer 
customer beef and pork process¬ 
ing, including custom smoked 
meats. They can also process 
deer during the fall. Beef and 
pork can be purchased by the 
half, quarter or by specific cuts. 
All of the case beef (beef that are 
(959-26) individually packaged) 
are from Weber’s own cattle. The 
hogs for the pork case meat are 
purchased from a producer in 
Hancock County. Steve feels his 
individual packages of meat and 
the area grocery store’s prices 
are very comparable. However, he 
believes his quality is better. 

Besides meat, they also 
carry frozen fruit, a variety of deli 
meats, sliced cheese, French fries, 
and breaded chicken patties, ten¬ 
ders and strips. And don’t forget the 
dog and outside birds, because dog 
bones and bird suet are also avail¬ 
able. 

Friday is now slaughter day at the 
processing plant and they process 
about eight head of cattle and 10 
hogs per week. It’s Julie’s respon¬ 
sibility to greet the customers, take 
orders, and answer questions about 
cooking specific cuts of meat. She 
also handles all the paperwork and is 
constantly amazed by how much is 
required to meet the state regulations. 

The state meat inspector is there 
on Fridays and intermittently drops in 
throughout the week to make sure the 
plant is clean and meets the state’s 
requirements. Steve helps when he 
can as he still has his “day” job to re¬ 
port to. 

The Weber’s are planning on hav¬ 
ing an open house sometime during 
May. Steve says, “We invite people to 
come out and give us a try.” 

Steve and Julie Weber invite the 
public to try their products. Weber 
Meats Inc. is located at 515 Miller 
in Carthage. Their hours are 8-5 
Monday through Friday and 8-12 
on Saturday. 

After slaughter, the beef is hung 
in the cooler for approximately 
one to three weeks depending 
on what the customer request¬ 
ed. Some feel that the longer 
the meat hangs, the tenderer it 
becomes. However, Linda says 
their Weber corn fed beef need 
only a week to hang as corn fed 
beef is already tender. 

Beef is cut - ready for wrapping. 
To make the cutting process 
easier and cleaner, the meat is 
at a temperature of 32 degrees. 
An average of 3 1/2 head of beef 
are cut per day. 

After the meat is divided into 
specific cuts, it is wrapped 
for delivery. The Webers use 
between 1100 and 1700 feet 
of paper per day to wrap the 
meat. An average size whole 
beef can be processed into 230 
individual packages. The actual 
number depends on weight of 
packages and specific cuts of 
meats desired by the customer. 
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California's deregulation ends "With a Whimper" 
in its entirety at www.ppic.org. It’s 
entitled The California Electricity 
Crisis: Causes and Policy Options 
in the “New Publications” section. 

This article appeared in the 
January 24 issue of the National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation Solutions Newsletter. 

WIEC Members Please Note: In 
1997, the Illinois Electric Service 
Customer Choice and Rate Relief 
Law was passed. This brought 
customer choice to Illinois. This 
law wisely gave the decision of 
whether or not to offer deregula¬ 
tion to their members to each 
cooperative’s board of directors. 
It was announced at the 2001 An¬ 
nual Meeting that WIEC’s board 
decided not to enter deregula¬ 
tion market at that time. Although 
they have revisited the topic many 
times, the board’s decision re¬ 
mains unchanged. 

“California’s disastrous 
experiment with energy 
deregulation ended with 
a whimper Thursday, 
January 16 in a brief or¬ 
der issued by state utility 
regulators,” Reuters report¬ 
ed in January. 

The California PUC (Public 
Utilities Commission) unani¬ 
mously voted to cancel the 1994 
order that initiated the process 
of opening the state’s electricity 
market to competition and al¬ 
lowing (6623-22-1) customers 
to choose power suppliers. No 
commissioner who pushed that 
order still sits on the PUC. 

Commissioner Carl Wood 
called the revocations “historical¬ 
ly significant” and described the 
state’s experiment as “the most 
expensive public policy mistake 
in the history of California.” 

The day before, the 
Public Policy Institute of 

California had released 
a study showing that the 

state’s energy crisis cost 
the state as much as 

$45 billion over two 
years through high 
electricity costs, lost 

business due to black¬ 
outs, and a slowdown 

in economic growth. The 
crisis peaked in the winter 
of 2000-2001, leading to six 
days of rolling blackouts. 

The study blamed the crisis 
partly on preventable causes, 
including a shortage of gen¬ 
erating capacity, bottlenecks 
in related markets, wholesale 
generator market power, 
regulatory missteps and faulty 
market design. 

The report by the Public 
Policy Institute can be found 

If you’ve heard wedding bells 
recently, check into your WIEC 

membership. If the membership 
was taken out before the mar¬ 
riage, it may be a single mem¬ 
bership and the new spouse 
(751-9) may not have the rights 
necessary to vote at annual 
meeting or be registered for 
prizes. 

It’s simple to change a single 
membership into a joint one. 
Simply fill out the form below 
and mail it to our office. This 

form is also at our Web site, 
www.wiec.net, along with oth¬ 
er membership information. 

The reverse is true as well. 
If there has been a divorce in 
your recent past, WIEC needs 
to know that as well. If both 
parties signed the original 
membership, both parties are 
still financially responsible for 
the account, even if one has left 
and is no longer using electric¬ 
ity at that location. Contact our 
office for more information. 

estern Illinois Electrical Coop. 
524 N. Madison - PO Box 338 - Carthage, IL 62321 

217-357-3125 or 800-576-3125 

Date  

Please change my single Membership to a joint Membership. The membership will be under the names of: 

  and   
(Husband’s name) (Wife’s Name) 

Signed  
(original member) 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

WIEC‘s office 
hours are from 

8 to 5 - Monday 
through Friday. We 
have office staff that 
answer the phone 
after hours for 
power emergencies 
only, such as a pow¬ 
er outage or electri¬ 
cal malfunction. 

For other non¬ 
emergency prob¬ 
lems or questions 
such as billing 
inquiries, payment 
arrangements or 
security light mat¬ 
ters, we ask our 
members to please 
wait and call during 
regular office hours. 
Members can also 
e-mail WIEC any 
questions (10532- 
22-1) or concerns 
at westelec.com. 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Summary of 
Board Meeting - 

February 27, 2003 

Directors present: Menke, 
Wear, Morrison, Vaughn, 
Gronewold, Spory and Newton. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month 
of January 2003 was in the 
amount of $51,282; total mar¬ 
gins for the year as of January 
30, 2003, were $51,282. 

It was the consensus of the 
board that the geographical ar¬ 
eas for director districts should 
not be changed. 

The following members were 
appointed to the nominating 
committee: District 1 - John 
Lenahan and Jim Baker; District 
2 - Spencer Berry and Lane 
Sinele; District 3 - Ned Wool- 
verton and Richard Douglas; 
District 4 - Rod McGaughey; 
District 5 - Ron Howell; District 
6 - Robert Menn; and District 7 
- Phil Zinn. 

An ERC loan to V. Burdette 
Rosendale for a ground source 
heat pump was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the estate of Grace 
Miller was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regu¬ 
lar board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

WIEC IS PLEASED TO AMICE THAI THE 
HONORABLE 

JOHN SULLIVAN 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATOR 

OF THE 47TH DISTRICT 

Will be our featured 
speaker at the 2003 

Annual Meeting of Members 
June 26th 2003. 

Make plans to attend! 

WELCOME 
new members: 

Church, Bret A., Carthage 

Pilkington, Karla Kay, Nauvoo 

Speer, David, Basco 

Stewart, Randy L., Danville, Iowa 

T “N” T Oil Co., Liberty 

Tripp, Benjamin, Carthage 

Whitaker, Kenneth W. 

& Janet I., Hamilton 

Don't forget to call Mom for 
Safa's Day! 

And by us¬ 
ing PowerNet 
Global, it can 
cost less. It's 
only 4.9 cents 
for instate and 
6.9 cents for out 
of state calls. Call 
(800) 239-7420 to enroll 
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Call Toll Free (800) 576-3125 

’NdSP" 

June 26 
at the Hancock County Extension Center 

6:00 p.m. - Registration 
7:30 p.m. - Business Meeting 

* Hear your Board President, Treasurer and co-op Manager speak. 
• Elect three members to the board of directors. 

Recieve a $5 bill credit 
Grand Prize is five $100 bills 
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Have you ever attended 
youv cooperaturets awtual meeting? 

f you’ve not attended your co-op’s an¬ 
nual meeting, you’re missing a great 

experience. At the annual meeting, you 
will learn about WIEC’s plans for the fu¬ 
ture, elect board of directors that will be 
your voice in the co-op, receive a $5 bill 
credit, get a chance to win great door 
prizes and have an opportunity to visit 
with old friends and WIEC’s employees. 

WIEC is different than most electric 
companies and it’s a difference we’re 
proud of. We invite you to come to the 
63rd Annual Meeting of Members and 
find out what this difference is for your¬ 
self. 

Can't make it to your 
OHHMAI nteetmq? 

You can still make your vote 
count! 

f you can’t come to the WIEC annual 
meeting on June 26th, you can still 

make your vote count. There are two 
choices. Either find someone who 
can attend and put their name on the 
first line of the proxy card, sign the 
card and give it to them. Or bring your 
signed proxy card to the office and we 
can give it to an attendee the night of 
the meeting. Either way, your vote will 
count! 

^tlood pressure' checks 
s in past years, the Hancock County 
Health Department has agreed to 

come to our annual meeting and make 
available free blood pressure checks to 
our members. 
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Still Undecided? 
Are,yous still undecided about attending 
our Annual Meeting? Maybe' these,great princes unit help,. 

5 Grand Prizes 
a $100 bill! 

• $25 Wal-mart 
Gift Card 

• $25 Cash 
• 12” Oscillating fan 
• Document bag 
• Knapsack sprayer 
• Golfing Umbrella 
• Beenie Babies 
• Free oil change 

We invite you to come in and look over the 
gift table in the lobby. Additional prizes 

are coming in daily. 

Know if 
you, out vote,! 

Determining voting rights appears to be complicated, but really it’s not. Just 
remember these points: 

• If only one person signed the membership application, then only that person votes. The mem¬ 
bership belongs to who signed the membership application. 
• If both husband and wife signed the membership application, then either may cast one vote for 
that membership. Sometimes, a membership was taken out before the member was married. In 
that case, the new spouse may not vote for the membership. A single membership can easily be 
made joint by simply filling out a form. Call our office for details or go to www.wiec.net to down¬ 
load the form. 
• If you pay your landlord for the electrical usage at a location and their name is on the top line 
of the bill, you can’t vote for that location. It’s their membership, not yours. 
• If a parent or relative dies and you are appointed executor, you cannot vote for that member¬ 
ship. The membership terminates upon the death of the member. It does not transfer. Also, a 
membership transfers to the surviving spouse only if it was a joint membership. 

If you have any questions concerning your membership status, please call 
the office. We will be happy to answer your questions. We would much rather 
take care of potential problems before the night of annual meeting. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Briscoe N. Menke — 
President, Carthage 

Ross E. Wear — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

orricB 
CLOSING 
The WIEC office 
will close Friday, 
June 27 at Noon. 

The 2003 Nominating Committee 
Seated (L-RJ Ron Howell, Richard Douglas, John Lenahan, Rodney 
McGaughey, Spencer Berry, Lane Sinele, James Baker and Robert 
Menn. Not pictured: Phil Zinn and Ned Woolverton 

In the April issue of the WIEC News, Loren Sinele was mistakenly 
identified as a member of the committee. We apologize to Loren and 
to Lane for this error. 

Mine members of Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, 

were appointed to the 2003 
nominating committee. The 
committee met at the WIEC 
office on March 25 and April 
1 to make nominations for di¬ 
rectors. Two directors will be 
elected at the cooperative’s 
annual meeting on June 26. 

Serving on the committee 
were - District No. 1 - John 
Lenahan, Lomax and James 
Baker, Lomax; District No. 
2 - Lane Sinele, Niota and 
Spencer Berry, Nauvoo; Dis¬ 
trict No. 3 - Richard Douglas, 
Burnside and Ned Wool¬ 
verton, Niota; District No. 4 
- Rodney McGaughey, Car¬ 
thage; District No. 5 - Ron 

Howell, Carthage; District No. 
6 - Robert Menn, Plymouth; 
and District No. 7 - Phil Zinn, 
Basco. 

The following were nomi¬ 
nated for director positions: 

District 1 - Haven Vaughn, 
Lomax 

District 2 - William R. New¬ 
ton, Burnside 

District 3 - Jay Morrison, 
Niota. 

Any nominations made by 
petition will be included on 
the official ballot if they are 
brought to the WIEC office at 
least 10 days before the meet¬ 
ing. Nominations may also be 
made from the floor at the an¬ 
nual meeting. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Watch for the Annual Meeting 
Notice in your mailbox. 

It will contain the registration 
card, proxy card and other 

important information. To save 
time, please bring the registration 

card to the annual meeting! 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop 

Life doesn't have to be 
a roller coaster Roller coasters are 

the most popu¬ 
lar rides at the 

amusement parks. 
There is something 
exhilarating about 
the extreme highs and 
lows, never knowing 
(7717-10) what to expect or 
what’s coming around the bend. 
Unfortunately, life can sometimes 
be like that. Fluctuating electric 
usage, due to summer heat or 
winter cold, can make us feel like 
we’re back on that roller coaster. 

WIEC has a plan that can help 
even out the highs and lows of 
your electric usage. It’s called 
the Budget Payment plan. We 
can average your payments for 

the upcoming 12 months, 
based on your last 12 
months usage. Your 
electric bills can be 
the same amount for 
11 months, providing 

your usage remains 
consistent to the last 12 

months. The 12th payment 
is catch-up month, where the 
amount due is the actual bal¬ 
ance remaining, or there is no 
payment due if there is a credit 
balance. This credit can be rolled 
over and applied to next year. 

Our budget plan period begins 
soon. If you wish to receive more 
information, or to enroll, please 
(7728-19-1) call our office be¬ 
fore July 25. 

In 
observance of 
Independence 

Day, WIEC's 
office will be 

closed on 
July 4. 

We will reopen on Mon¬ 
day, July 7. As always, in 
case of power emergen¬ 
cies, call (217) 357-3125 
or (800) 576-3125. 

Please wait and call 
for questions concerning 
billing, payment arrange¬ 
ments, or other non-emer¬ 
gency matters until after 
the holiday and during 
normal business hours. 

CO 
00 

IEC Memorial Scholarship winners announced. Last January, high school 
seniors from around the 
state of Illinois were urged 

to apply for the 2003 IEC Memo¬ 
rial Scholarships - four scholar¬ 
ships of $1,000 each. 

Three went to the child of an 
(8519-51) electric cooperative 
member. The other $1,000 award 
went to a child of an electric co¬ 
operative director or employee. 

Candidates were judged on 
the basis of grade point average, 
college entrance exam scores, 
work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities and a 
short essay demonstrating their 
knowledge of the electric co¬ 
operatives. Seven seniors from 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
service territory applied. 

The winners were: 

• Daniel John Koch of Mt. Sterling, Illinois. 
Daniel’s family receives electricity from Adams Electric 
Cooperative. 

Scott James Johnson of Watseka, Illinois. 
Scott’s family receives electricity from Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative. 

Jared Keith Helpingstine of Salem, Illinois. 
Jared’s family receives electricity from Tri-County 
Electric Cooperative. 

Lindsey McKinney of Montrose, Illinois. 
Lindsey is the daughter of Norris Electric Cooperative 
Manager Keith McKinney. 

Even though there weren’t any winners from the WIEC service 
territory this year, there have been two winners in the recent past. 
Debra Meyer, Warsaw, won in 2001 and Mark Hoemmen of Dallas 
City received a scholarship in 1998. 

Visit our Web site at www.wiec.net 
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Tips to stay safe during a lightning storm 

I "ikark clouds overhead, 
■ gusty wind whipping up, 

loud thunder rolling, and 
flashes of lightning; these are all 
signs of an approaching storm 
that could mean danger if pre¬ 
cautions are not taken. 

Lightning kills about 100 
people and injures 500 per year. 
Lightning casualties are second 
only to floods and flash floods 
in weather-related deaths. The 
majority of the incidents happen 
during the summer months with 
July being the highest. 

The states with highest light¬ 
ning related deaths are Florida, 
Texas, North Carolina, Ohio and 
New York. According to the Na¬ 
tional Weather Service, part of Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the top activities 
for lightning casualties involve be¬ 
ing in an open field and (4830-26) 
an elevated place, being under a 
tree, doing water-related activities 
(swimming, boating, fishing, etc.), 
golfing, being on the telephone or 
using a radio. 

The best way to avoid get¬ 
ting trapped in a lightning storm 
is to listen to weather reports 
and avoid going outside when a 
storm is predicted. But if you find 

< 

When 

Summer is prime time for 
installing swimming pools. 
So if you’re considering 

adding a pool this year, make 
sure that you choose your site 
carefully, with an eye to any pow¬ 
er lines that may be overhead or 
underground. When doing so, 
consider these key safety points: 

• Make sure overhead electrical 
lines do not pass over the pool. 

lightning strikes 
yourself outdoors with an ap¬ 
proaching storm, here are some 
tips from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
and the Electrical Safety Foun¬ 
dation International to stay safe. 

• Heed the sound of thunder. 
With lightning, your only warn¬ 
ing is thunder. If you hear 
thunder, you should take shel¬ 
ter in an enclosed permanent 
structure or safe location. 

• Avoid open areas. Open 
picnic pavilions or a carport 
are not able to protect you 
from lightning. If you are not 
able to reach a safe structure, 
a hard-top vehicle with the 
windows rolled up will offer 
some protection. While inside 
the vehicle, do not touch any 
metal. If none of those options 
are available, squat in a low 
area of a field and cover your 
ears with your hands. This po¬ 
sition makes you the smallest 
possible target and minimizes 
the contact to the ground. 

• Avoid water. When a storm 
approaches, you should get 
out of the water. The charge 
from a lightning strike has the 

Pool safety 
In fact, it’s best to keep your 
pool at least 25 feet away from 
power lines in all directions. 

• Allow at least 18 feet of clear¬ 
ance between overhead pow¬ 
er lines and a diving board, 
deck, platform, slide or obser¬ 
vation area. 

• Never build an in-ground pool 
or set up an aboveground 
pool over underground electric 

ability to travel great distance 
through water. If you are out 
boating, swimming, or scuba 
diving, get to shore and away 
from metal objects. 

• Avoid contact with metal. 
Metal also conducts electric¬ 
ity so you should avoid bikes, 
clotheslines, fences, fishing 
rods, tennis rackets, tools, flag¬ 
poles and metal in backpacks. 

• Use indoor appliances and 
fixtures cautiously if at all. 
If you are indoors during 
an electrical storm, you still 
have to be cautious. Do not 
use your telephone, except 
(9523-62-1) for emergencies. 
Stay away from the plumb¬ 
ing fixtures; the metal pipes 
could conduct electricity from 
the nearby ground. Unplug or 
turn off electrical appliances. 
A lightning strike could cause 
a surge in your electricity and 
short-circuit your appliances 
if they are not protected with 
a surge protector. It is a good 
idea to have batteries for a 
flashlight and radios in case of 
a power outage. 

cables. Pools and pool deck¬ 
ing should be installed at least 
five feet away from all under¬ 
ground utility lines. 

• Except for specially designed 
lighting fixtures, don’t put elec¬ 
trical fixtures or receptacles 
within five feet of a pool. Any 
electrical wiring that is within 20 
feet of a swimming pool should 
have protection from a Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter. 
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Make safety priority one when doing home repairs and improvement projects 

Tips offered for 
readying your home for summer 

Rising temperatures pro¬ 
vide more opportunity 
for projects outside as 

well as inside the home. With 
more home improvement, 
repairs, maintenance and con¬ 
struction projects during spring¬ 
time, Safe Electricity urges 
do-it-yourselfers to take precau¬ 
tions, especially when working 
around electrical equipment 
and overhead power lines. 

“Before tackling any project, 
take a few minutes to prepare 
for the job,” says Molly Hall, Di¬ 
rector of Safe Electricity. “Make 
sure you’ve got the right tools 
and check cords for any cracks 
or frayed insulation. Take note 
of potential hazards in the work 
area such as overhead power 
lines, especially those connect¬ 
ed to the home.” 

Make sure outdoor (3826-19) 
outlets are equipped with a 
ground fault circuit interrupter 
(GFCI). Use a portable GFCI 
if your outdoor outlets don’t 
have them. It’s also a good 
idea to have GFCIs profession¬ 
ally installed in wet areas of the 
home, such as the kitchen, bath 
and laundry. 

“Be willing to hire a licensed 
professional for projects that 
involve electrical wiring or work 
close to electrical equipment,” 
adds Jay Solomon, University 
of Illinois Extension Engineering 
Educator. “Some work, like trim¬ 
ming trees near power lines, is 
best left to professionals.” 

Safety tips to keep 
in mind include: 

Look up and around you. 
Always be aware of the loca¬ 
tion of power lines, particu¬ 
larly when using long metal 
tools like ladders, pool skim¬ 
mers and pruning poles, or 
when installing rooftop anten¬ 
nas and satellite dishes or 
doing roof repair work. 

Be especially careful when 
working near power lines at¬ 
tached to your house. Keep 
equipment and yourself 
at least 10 feet from lines. 
Never trim trees near power 
lines - leave that to the pro¬ 
fessionals. Never use water 
or blower extensions to 
clean gutters near electric 
lines. Contact a professional 
maintenance contractor. 

If your projects include dig¬ 
ging, like building a deck 
or planting a tree, call your 
local underground utility 
locator before you begin. 
Never assume the location 
or depth of underground 
utility lines. This service is 
free, prevents the inconve¬ 
nience of having utilities in¬ 
terrupted, and can help you 
avoid serious injury. 

Electricity + water = dan¬ 
ger. If it’s raining or the 
ground is wet, don’t use 
electric yard tools. Never 
use electrical appliances 
or touch circuit breakers 
or fuses when you’re wet 
or standing in water. Keep 
electric equipment at least 
10 feet from wet areas. 

“This is a good time of year 
to assess your home’s electrical 
safety,” says Hall. “Check outlets 
and extension cords to make 
sure they aren’t overloaded, ex¬ 
amine electrical cords to make 
sure they aren’t frayed, damaged 
or placed under rugs or carpets; 
and make sure that the proper 
wattage light bulbs are being 
used in light fixtures and lamps.” 

Energy use is greatest in the 
hot summer months when air 
conditioning use peaks. An older 
home may be inadequately wired 
for today’s electrical consump¬ 
tion, putting your family at risk for 
fire and electrical shock. Replace 
worn and outdated circuitry and 
add enough outlets for appli¬ 
ances and electronics. Hire a 
licensed professional to do the 
work. Test your smoke detector 
batteries if you haven’t done so 
this year. 

Everyone is urged to heed 
the safety tips presented in 
Safe Electricity public service 
announcements and to visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org to learn 
more about being safe around 
electricity and related equipment. 

Safe Electricity is a statewide 
electrical safety public awareness 
program. The program was cre¬ 
ated by a coalition of more than 
three dozen organizations, includ¬ 
ing the University of Illinois, electric 
companies, and electric coopera¬ 
tives from across the state. All are 
members of the Illinois Electric 
Council, a not-for profit organiza¬ 
tion dedicated to promoting elec¬ 
tric safety and efficiency. 
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Welcome new members 
in March: 

Bendlage, Daniel J. & Katie M. Scheetz Nauvoo 

DeSotel, Dale D. & Susan B  Dallas City 

James, Heather Nauvoo 

Morgan, Kris M. & Nakia D Hamilton 

Trautvetter, Harley & Lateala Hamilton 

Vaughn, Ronald A Lomax 

Warden, Virginia Marie Carthage 

Welcome new members 
in April: 

Andro, Iva B. & Tammy Rogers Phoenix, AZ 

Atterberg, Sterling Lomax 

Collins, Melinda Niota 

Flatten, Greg Carthage 

Harmon, Robert G. & Donna J Warsaw 

Myers, Monica Niota 

Nutrition Services Inc Carthage 

Peterson, Michael L. & Toni J Niota 

Quintemeyer, John & Tina Warsaw 

Ravenscraft, Harold E. & Shirley J Lomax 

Riley, Jon R Stronghurst 

Sewell, Justin Hamilton 

Stevens, Mark W Dallas City 

Svejda, Vicky Davenport, IA 

Twaddle, Betty A Carthage 

Walrath, Ryan & Amanda Hamilton 

Your lucky day! 
Since last month was the annual meeting issue, we did not 
hide any map location numbers. To make it up to our mem¬ 
bers, this month we have hidden eight numbers; so start look¬ 
ing. You can’t win if you don’t try! 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison • PO. Box 338 'Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 • (800) 576-3125 

From 
Our 
Last 
Meetings 

Summary of Board 
Meetings - 

March 27, 2003 
Directors present: Menke, Wear, 

Morrison, Vaughn, Gronewold, Spo- 
ry, and Newton. Also present: Dion 
& Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of Febru¬ 
ary 2003 was in the amount of $596; 
total margins for the year as of Feb¬ 
ruary 28, 2003, were $51,878. 

The audit report was accepted 
and approved. 

A change in the date for the April 
meeting was approved for April 29, 
2003, at 7:30 p.m. 

Early retirement of capital credits 
for the Clifford Hitz Estate was ap¬ 
proved. 

An ERC loan was approved for 
a ground source (6817-42) heat 
pump for Sid and Kristen Huls. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 

April 29, 2003 
Directors present: Menke, Wear, 

Morrison, Vaughn, Gronewold, Spo- 
ry and Newton. Also present: Dion 
& Hartzell. 

A deficit for the month of March 
2003 was in the amount of $14,643; 
total margins for the year as of 
March 31, 2003, were $37,235. 

The nominating committee 
(7825-55) nominated the three 
incumbents for the three director 
positions. 

Garry Miller will be retiring from the 
coop after 42 years of service. His last 
day will be May 29. 

The June regular board meeting 
date was changed to Tuesday, June 
24, 2003, at 7:30 p.m. 

An ERC loan to Gail Russell for 
a ground source heat pump was 
approved. 

An ERC loan to Tim Shumate for 
a ground source heat pump was 
approved. 
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Manager Paul Dion congratulates Garry Miller on his last day of work. 

On May 29, Garry Miller re¬ 
tired from WIEC after 42 

years of service. He was the 
area serviceman for the southern 
half of the WIEC service territory, 
which includes the Carthage, 
Hamilton, Warsaw, Sutter, Au¬ 
gusta, Bowen and Plymouth 
areas. His duties included 
checking meter readings for ac¬ 
curacy, connecting and discon¬ 
necting services, collection trips, 
security light maintenance and 
outages. He was also known to 
rescue a cat out of a tree a time 
or two. 

He was hired on November 
13,1961, as a Groundman. His 
duties included digging holes for 
setting poles. Garry said, “Once 
you got the hang of it, you could 

dig a hole in 20 minutes.” The 
first digger truck didn’t appear 
until the mid-60s, which could 
do it in much less time with less 
physical effort. 

Garry was on the job seven 
years before bucket trucks came 
on the scene. Before that, climb¬ 
ing the pole required special 
hooks on their boots or ladders 
to get to the top of the poles. 
Next to the bucket truck, Garry 
lists the arrival of rubber gloves 
as the greatest advancement in 
(955-64) his job. Rubber gloves 
allow the linemen to work on a 

“hot” line without risking electro¬ 
cution. 

Before rubber gloves, the 
entire line had to be killed or 
de-energized before it could be 
worked on. These gloves also 
cut down on the time members 
were without power due to main¬ 
tenance. “It was scary the first 
time or two, working with those 
gloves, until you learned to trust 
them,” Garry revealed. 

WIEC employees and Board 
of Directors wish Garry the best 
in his retirement. 

Call Toll Free (800) 570-3125 

AUGUST 2003 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a W
es

te
rn

 Il
lin

oi
s 

El
ec

tri
ca

l C
oo

p.
 •

 Y
ou

r e
le

ct
ric

 c
om

pa
ny

 •
 

W
es

te
rn

 Il
lin

oi
s 

El
ec

tri
ca

l C
oo

p. 
• 

Yo
ur

 e
le

ct
ric

 c
om

pa
ny
 

• 
W

es
te

rn
 Il

lin
oi

s 
El

ec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 



Time for an air conditioner tune-up 
Sometimes you don’t need a 

thermometer to know that 
it’s hot. One look outside is all 
it takes. Even though the air 
feels like a blast furnace out¬ 
side, there are many ways that 
you can keep cool inside while 
keeping your electric usage un¬ 
der control. 

Air conditioners, like any 
machine, need routine main¬ 
tenance and cleaning. Manu¬ 
facturers suggest doing this 
annually. This will ensure that 
the unit will run as efficiently as 
possible. If it’s time for a new 
unit, check into geothermal 
heating and cooling. When 
you combine Geothermal’s ef¬ 
ficiency and WIEC’s 6 cent per 
kilowatt rate, it can be economi¬ 

cal too. 
Other tips for keeping air 

conditioners running at peak 
efficiency are: 
■ Change or clean air condi¬ 

tioner filters every month. 
Dust and pet hair can clog 
the filters, keeping them 
from doing their job and 
making the unit work harder. 

■ Turn up the temperature 
setting. Trim cooling costs 
by 3 percent for every de¬ 
gree increase in the setting. 
(4535-16-1) 

■ Install ceiling fans to circu¬ 
late the air. Sometimes, you 
feel cooler when the air is 
moving. 

■ Turn off unnecessary lights. 
Light bulbs produce heat 

and that’s what the air con¬ 
ditioner is trying to elimi¬ 
nate. 

■ Grill outside or microwave 
your food whenever pos¬ 
sible. If you have to use the 
oven, do it in the morning or 
late evening. 

■ Close blinds, shades or 
curtains when the sun is 
shining in. Again, sunshine 
produces heat. 

Also, remember that your 
electric bill shows usage from 
the previous month. If you use 
more electricity, your bill will re¬ 
flect that increase. However, by 
using these tips, you’ll be using 
your energy dollars more sensi¬ 
bly. 

Top 10 reasons why farm trucks are never stolen 
[Tjl They only have a range of 20 

miles before they break down 
or run out of gas. 

|3| Only the owner knows how to 
operate the door. 

Q It is difficult to drive fast with all 
the fence tools, grease rags, 
ropes, chains, syringes, buck¬ 
ets, boots and loose papers 
flying around in the cab. 

| It takes too long to start and the 
smoke coming up through the 
rusted-out floorboard clouds 
your vision. 

Q The Border Collie on the tool¬ 
box looks mean. 

Q They’re too easy to spot. The description given to the sheriffs department might go something like 
this: “The driver’s side door is red, the passenger side door is green, the right front fender is yel¬ 
low ” 

Q The large round bale in the back makes it hard to see if you’re being chased. You could use the 
mirrors if they weren’t cracked and covered with duct tape. 

Q Top speed is only 45 mph. 

Qj Who wants a truck that needs a year’s worth of maintenance, $3,000 worth of bodywork, a taillight, 
~ and a new windshield? 

And the Number Qj reason why farm trucks are never stolen? 

It is very, very difficult to commit a crime when everyone is waving at you! 
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If you enroll in PowerNet Global long distance 

phone service, they can provide you with a free 

800 number. If it’s free to call home, maybe the 

kids will call more often. 

Same great rates apply (4.9 cents for calls in 

state and 6.9 cents for calls out of state) for either 

outgoing or incoming calls. These rates are good 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week with no monthly 

fees or minimums. 

Get an 800 number and keep in touch. 

New $20 bills to be introduced in Fall 2 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop.'s office will be closed 
on September 1 for Labor Day. The office will re¬ 

open on September 2. 

Counterfeiters will be hard 

pressed to fake the new $20 
bills coming out this fall, says the 
U.S. Bureau of Printing and En¬ 
graving and the Federal Reserve 

Board. 

The bills will still be mostly 
green, but for the first time since 

1905 they will have color on 
them. Subtle green, peach, and 

blue colors will be featured in the 

background of the bills. While the 

colors will be subtle, it will make it 
more difficult for (3621-48) coun¬ 

terfeiters. The $20 bill is the most 

commonly counterfeited bill in the 

U.S. 
According to the Bureau of 

Printing and Engraving, new de¬ 

signs for the $50 and the $100 

bills will be issued in 2004 and 

2005. Redesign of the $5 and $10 

notes is under consideration, but 
the $1 and $2 notes will not be 

redesigned. Even after the new 

money is issued, older-design 

notes will remain legal tender. 

Other features of the $20-bill 
redesign include enhanced por¬ 

traits of Andrew Jackson on the 
face side and an enhanced im¬ 

age of the White House on the 
back. There will also be a blue 

eagle in the background and a 
metallic green eagle and shield 

to the right of the portrait. 

Three main security features 
will remain and are easy for 

consumers to check: 
I The watermark—the faint 

image similar to the large 

portrait, which is part of the 
paper itself and is visible 

from both sides when held 

up to the light. 

■ The security thread—also 

visible from both sides 
when held up to the light, 

this vertical strip of plastic is 

embedded in the paper and 

a small flag and the words 
“USA TWENTY’ are visible 

along the thread. 

■ The color-shifting ink—the 

numeral “20” in the lower- 

right corner on the face of 

the note changes from cop¬ 
per to green when the note 

is tilted. The color shift is 

more dramatic and easier to see 
on the new notes. 

Counterfeiters are increasingly 
turning to digital methods, as ad¬ 

vances in technology make digital 
counterfeiting of currency easier 

and cheaper. In 1995, for example, 

less than 1 percent of counterfeit 

notes detected in the U.S. were 

digitally produced. By 2002, that 
number had grown to nearly 40 per¬ 

cent, according to the U.S. Secret 

Service. 
According to a May 13th USA 

Today article, $127 million in coun¬ 
terfeit money has been seized in 

the United States over the past five 

years. 

Source: Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing; USA Today 

out of state 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 
President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Summary of 
Board Meeting - 

May 22, 2003 

Directors present: Menke, 
Wear, Morrison, Vaughn, 

Gronewold, Spory and Newton. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
April 2003 was in the amount of 

$45,273; (9612-46-1) total mar¬ 
gins for the year as of April 30, 
2003, were $82,508. 

Manager Dion and Director 
Morrison gave a report con¬ 
cerning the Legislative Confer¬ 
ence held earlier this month in 
Washington D.C. 

The annual meeting was 
discussed. AIEC will be doing a 
survey during the annual meet¬ 
ing. 

There will be a ground source 
heat pump open house on Sep¬ 
tember 9, 2003, at the Extension 
Center. 

August is the perfect time 
to make sure all the 

wiring is in working order 
before the first crops are 
harvested. Call our office 
today! 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

new members: 
Bowlyou, Helen M., Lomax 

Haas, Larry, Nauvoo 
Hunt, Colby, LaHarpe 

Morrison, William, Loraine 

Newton, Hannah D., Niota 
Pollock, Edward L. Jr., Quincy 

Sale, Eileen, St. Paris, OH 
Thiel, Terry!., Blandinsville 

Nash, Sandra & Benjamin H., Carthage Wagg, Mandy Denise, Nauvoo 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 

Visit our Web site at www.wiec.net 

Snapshots from the 64th annual 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

More than 325 members 
attended the 64th annual 

meeting of Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop, which was held at 
the Hancock County Extension 
Center in Carthage on Thursday, 
June 26. Three area men, Haven 
D. Vaughn of Lomax, William R. 
Newton of Burnside, and Jay 
D. Morrison of Niota, were re¬ 
elected to the board of directors 
that night. 

Featured speaker for the eve¬ 
ning was State Senator John 
Sullivan of Rushville. He spoke 
to the audience about his family, 
his farming experiences, and his 
first term as state senator. 

Secretary/Treasurer Robert 
Gronewold reported that 2002 
was a good financial year for the 
co-op. He said, “I’m happy to re¬ 
port that WIEC made margin last 
year and allocated back more 
than $440,000 to our members.” 
He told members that the future 
also looks good for the co-op. 
“Soyland Power Cooperative, 
through its affiliation with Conti¬ 
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meeting of 

nental Cooperative Services, just 
entered into a six-year contract 
with AmerenEnergy Marketing. 
The prices that were locked in 
were some of the lowest seen in 
some time.” 

WIEC Manager Paul Dion 
talked about the growth of the 
co-op during the past 64 years. 
He said, “I wonder if the found¬ 
ers (6822-5) of WIEC could even 
imagine what the future would 
bring for their budding coopera¬ 
tive.” In 1937, only 15 percent 
of farms had electricity. Cook¬ 
ing was done on 
wood stoves, wa¬ 
ter was pumped 
from wells by hand 
and lighting was 
supplied by kero¬ 
sene lamps. “To¬ 
day, we flip on the 
light without giving 
it much thought. 
In the 1930’s and 
1940’s, electricity 
was a luxury. Today 
it’s a necessity,” 

said Dion. 
“Many things have changed 

through the years, but you can 
be assured that the most impor¬ 
tant things have not. Our current 
employees are as committed to 
serving our members as their 
counterparts were so many 
years ago, and our board of 
directors are just as caring and 
dedicated today, as those who 
served in prior years. Our em¬ 
ployees and directors live here 
with you and they understand 
how important electricity is to 
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our members,” Dion said. 
Board President Briscoe 

Menke talked to the membership 
about progress. He said that the 
corner grocery store and home 
milk delivery are all things of the 
past. Companies today strive to 
be faster and bigger. “This may 
be true in many circumstances, 
but not with WIEC,” he said. 
“Electric cooperatives are of, by 
and for the people they repre¬ 
sent. Being a member of WIEC 
means that you, along with your 

neighbors, own the company 
and have a voice in the deci¬ 
sions made on their behalf.” 

Menke told members that 
each employee and board 
member is accountable to the 
members they serve. “WIEC ex¬ 
ists to serve you, the member, 
and it’s the most important thing 
we can do.” He urged members 
to contact an employee or board 
member if they have any con¬ 
cerns about their electric service. 
“Our intention is to serve you 

with the same values that we’ve 
had for more than 60 years. It’s 
what our members expect from 
us,” 
he concluded. 

The results of a re-organiza- 
tional board meeting held after 
the Annual Meeting were: Rob 
Gronewold - President; Jay Mor¬ 
rison - Vice-President; Briscoe 
Menke - Secretary/Treasurer; 
and Bill Newton - Asst. 
Secretary/Treasurer. 

Pictured winners are: 
Jerry Bollin, Mary Scheetz 
and Lana Herdrich (shown 
with Manager Paul Dion) 

(William J Fecht and Andrew Wetzel 
also won $100 each) 

Other prize winners were: 
Gladys Worden, LaHarpe won a $25.00 Wal Mart Gift Card Donated by Arkansas Electric Cooperatives 
Chris Dickinson, Carthage won $25 CASH Donated by First State Bank of Western IL 
Darrold Bruns, Carthage won a 12” Oscillating Fan Donated by Fletcher-Reinhardt Company 
Connie Neill, Carthage won a 1 Free Oil Change @ 

Carson’s Quicklube 
Donated by Carson Ford 

Eddie Wilson, Nauvoo won 3 Beanie Babies Donated by Bidders Business Supply 
Philip Zinn, Basco won 3 Beanie Babies Donated by Bidders Business Supply 
John Lafeber, Basco won Miscellaneous Items Donated by Camp Advertising 
Mary Bruns, Carthage won Miscellaneous Items Donated by Camp Advertising 
Tom DeWitt, Carthage won a Jacto Knapsack Sprayer Donated by Uap Timberland 
Reece Schmitz, Hamilton won a Document Bag Donated by Marine Trust Co. of Carthage 
Donald Sewell, Nauvoo won a Golf Umbrella Donated by Marine Trust Co. of Carthage 
Larry Teel, Carthage won a Jacket/ Water Furnace Emblem Donated by Peters Heating & Air Conditioning 
Donald Kern, Burlington, IA won a Diecast Replica Bucket Truck Donated by Altec Industries, Inc. 
Frederick Hartweg, Nauvoo won a Cool-touch Belgian Waffle Baker Donated by Hughes Supply, Inc. 
Fred Buckert, Hamilton won a Illinois Country Cooks Cookbook Donated by WIEC 
Quinn Pence, Dallas City won a Illinois Country Cooks Cookbook Donated by WIEC 
Fred Klover, Carthage won a SKIL 3/8” Drill/Driver Donated by United Utility Supply 
Warren Barns, Burnside won a $50 CASH Donated by Dreyer & Kelso, PC., PA. 
Bonnie L. Metternich, Nauvoo won a Smoke Alarm Donated by Heintz Electric Co. 
Dewey Lindsey, Carthage won a 25 Ft. Outdoor Extension Cord Donated by Heintz Electric Co. 
James Little, Carthage won a $50 Gift Certificate Donated by Sherrill’s Electric 

for WIEC Electricity Bill Utility Services 
Pete Van Ausdall, Hamilton won a $50 Gift Certificate Donated by Sherrill’s Electric 

for WIEC Electricity Bill Utility Services 
Glen and Esther Sellars, Augusta won a $50 Gift Certificate Donated by Sherrill’s Electric 

for WIEC Electricity Bill Utility Services 
Meinert Gronewold, Carthage won a $50 Gift Certificate Donated by Sherrill’s Electric 

for WIEC Electricity Bill Utility Services 
Harold Weid, West Point won $100 CASH Donated by AIEC - Survey Drawing 

A big Thank You, to all who donated prizes! 
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Geothermal 
Heat Pumps 

Geothermal heat 

pumps (GHPs) 

use electricity and 

the earth to heat and 

cool your home. 
Heat pumps work 

like refrigerators by 
moving heat around. 

The refrigerator 

moves heat out of 

its box and into your 
kitchen. The air- 

source heat pump 

moves heat from 
outdoors to indoors 
in winter and from 

indoors to outdoors 
in summer. 

The more com¬ 

mon air-source heat 

pumps take heat 
out of the cold win¬ 

ter air to heat your 

home. This only 
works down to an 
outdoor tempera¬ 

ture of around 40°F. 
GHPs take advan¬ 
tage of the earth’s 
constant temperature to provide 
home heating more effectively 
than air-source heat pumps and 

three times more efficiently than 
electric-resistance heat. This 

ground heat is extracted from 

a large loop of piping buried in 

your home’s yard. 

Installing a ground-source 

heat pump requires an ex¬ 

perienced contractor with 

knowledge of the sizing and 

installation of the ground pip¬ 

ing. Though the initial cost of 

installing a GHP can be more 
than that of traditional heating 

and/or cooling systems, the 

benefits are many. GHPs can 

reduce energy consumption 
by up to 45 percent compared 

to air-source heat pumps and 

up to 70 percent compared 

to electric resistance heating 

with standard air-conditioning 

equipment. 

A GHP can provide free 

hot water during the summer 

cooling season as excess heat 

is transferred to the hot water 

tank. In the winter, 

water-heating costs 

are roughly cut 
in half. 

GHPs allow for 
design flexibility 

and can be installed 
in both new and 

retrofit situations. 

GHPs are also qui¬ 

eter than conven¬ 
tional (7819-54-28) 
systems because 

there is no noisy 
outdoor condens¬ 

ing unit. GHPs offer 

improved humid¬ 

ity control, making 
your home more 

comfortable in hot 

humid weather. 
Finally, GHPs 

require less main¬ 

tenance than con¬ 
ventional systems. 
Because all the pip¬ 
ing is underground 

or underwater, there 

is very little required 
maintenance. Occasional clean¬ 
ing of the indoor coil and regularly 

(476-56) changing the air filters are 

about all that’s necessary to keep 
the system running well. 

If you’re building a new home 

or considering a new heating or 

cooling system, it may be well 

worth it to invest a little more ini¬ 

tially to permanently reduce heat¬ 
ing and cooling costs. 

Source: John Krigger, Sat¬ 
urn Resource Management, 
www. residential-energy, com. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 

Rob Gronewold — 
President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn 
Lomax 

Director, 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Summary of 
Board Meeting - 
June 24, 2003 

Directors present: Menke, 
Wear, Morrison, Vaughn, Grone¬ 
wold, Spory and Newton. Also 
present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of May 
2003 was in the amount of $308; 
total margins for the year as of 
May 31,2003, were $82,816. 

Director Haven D. Vaughn will 
be the representative and Direc¬ 
tor William R. Newton will be the 
alternate representative to the An¬ 
nual (372-11) Meeting of AIEC to 
be held July 31 through August 1, 
2003, in Springfield, Illinois. 

Director William R. Newton 
will be the representative and 
Director Haven D. Vaughn will 
be the alternate representative 
to the NRECA Meeting to be 
held July 31 through August 1, 
2003, in Springfield, Illinois. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Mary L. 
Richardson was approved. 

An ERC loan to Loren Thom¬ 
as for a ground source heat 
pump was approved. 

Winter's Coming 

.ftuliutmiU 

Welcome new members: 
Barkley, Wayne W   Carthage 
Davenport, Gayla   Warsaw 
Junk, Terry D. & Denise A   Carthage 
Kunz, R. J   Sutter 
Mills, Janun Lee & Mary C   Hamilton 
Neally, Kirk M. & Debra L   Hamilton 
Phillips, Lorraine M   East Peoria 
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will hold it ’s annual 
tflllSi 

(also known as “Cookie Day”) 

Please join us as we celebrate Cooperative Month. 

It’s what makes your cooperative 

different than other utilities. 

Refreshments will be served. 

Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Call toll-free faOO> S76-31Z5 
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Winterizing your room air conditioner 
By John Krigger 

Your room air conditioner has 
(9622-23-15) worked hard all 
summer, moving many cubic 
feet of air across its refrigerated 
coils to provide a cooling breeze 
in your home. But don’t just shut 
if off and forget about it until next 
summer. There are some simple 
tasks you can perform now that 
will improve its energy efficiency 
and extend its lifespan. 

• Remove your air conditioner 
from its wall or window mount¬ 
ing and store it indoors. If it is 
difficult to remove, consider al¬ 
tering the mounting bracket to 
simplify removal. Your air con¬ 
ditioner deserves a dry place 
for the winter, and it’s easier to 
clean once you’ve removed it. 

• Seal up the wall or window 
opening to stop drafts. If it’s 

mounted in a window frame, 
simply close and latch the 
window. If it is mounted in 
the wall, it works well to cut 
a piece of plywood to fit the 
opening and screw it into 
place. Add a piece of rigid 
foam insulation to create a 
thermal barrier. Be sure that 
rain or snow can’t collect and 
run down into the wall or win¬ 
dowsill. 

• Clean your air conditioner by 
removing the grilles from both 
the inside and outside. Use 
a brush and warm water to 
remove dirt and debris from 
the coils and fan. This debris 
reduces efficiency by slowing 
air movement and inhibiting 
heat transfer between the coils 
and the surrounding air. 

If you (8532-17-1) absolutely 
can’t remove your air conditioner 
from the wall or window, do your 
best to clean it in place. Then make 
or buy a fabric cover that seals the 
unit away from the weather and 
slows down winter drafts. 

Source: 
Saturn Resource Management 
(www.residential-energy.com) 

John Krigger is a nationally rec¬ 
ognized author of numerous 
energy efficiency books, includ¬ 
ing Your Home Cooling Guide; 
EnergyWise Guide to Home 
Energy Conservation and Resi¬ 
dential Energy; and Cost Savings 
and Comfort for Existing Build¬ 
ings. For more info on his pub¬ 
lications, please visit his website 
www. residential-energy, com. 

Low Income Energy Assistance 
If you need financial assis¬ 

tance to pay your electric bill, 
you may be eligible to partici¬ 
pate in the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP). They began taking 
appointments on August 25th for 
households that have elderly or 
disabled. Applications for all oth¬ 
ers will be accepted starting No¬ 
vember 1,2003. Applicants must 
call for an appointment and 
bring with them proof of income 
for the (6830-30) last 30 days, 
their most recent electric bill and 
Social Security Number for all in 
the household. 

Assistance is based on com¬ 
bined household income. If it is 
at or below the levels you may 
be eligible. Good faith effort to 

maintain electric service may 
also be required. 

Household size 30 Day 
Income 

1 $1,123 
2 $1,515 
3 $1,907 
4 $2,299 
5 $2,691 

(add $392 for each additional 
house member) 

If renting and your heat and/or 
electric is included in the rent, 
then the rent must be greater 
than 30 percent of your income in 
order to be eligible for benefits. 

For more details, contact the 
following: 

Members in Hancock, Hender¬ 
son and McDonough Counties: 

Western Illinois Regional Council 
223 S. Randolph 
Macomb IL 61455 
(309) 837- 2997 

Members in Adams County: 

Two Rivers Regional Council 
1891 Maine St. Suite 4 
Quincy, IL 62301 
(217) 224-8171 

In addition, members may 
also find help from The Salvation 
Army, their Township supervi¬ 
sors, the Veteran’s Administra¬ 
tion and area churches. 
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Do you believe in the forecasting 
powers of the woolly bears?? 

In the fall of 1948, Dr. C. H. 
Curran, curator of insects at the 
American Museum of Natural 
History in New York City, took his 
wife 40 miles north of the city to 
Bear Mountain State Park to look 
at woolly bear caterpillars. The 
woolly bears’ variable bands, 
made up of 13 distinct segments 
of black and reddish-brown 
-- and their reputed ability to 
forecast the severity (5818-16) 
of the coming winter - had long 
fascinated the entomologist. 

Dr. Curran proposed a scien¬ 
tific study. He collected as many 
caterpillars as he could in a day, 
determined the average num¬ 
ber of reddish-brown segments, 
and forecast the coming winter 
weather through a reporter friend 
at The New York Herald Tribune. 
His experiment, which he con¬ 
tinued over the next eight years, 
attempted to prove scientifically 
a weather rule of thumb that was 
as old as the hills around Bear 
Mountain. The resulting publicity 
made the woolly bear the most 
famous and most recognizable 
caterpillar in North America. 

Woolly bears do not actually 
feel much like wool -- they are 
covered with short, stiff bristles 
of hair. They, like other caterpil¬ 
lars, hatch during warm weather 
from eggs laid by a female moth 
After feeding on dandelions, 
asters, birches, clovers, maples, 
weeds, and other vegetation, 
mature woolly bears disperse 
and search for over wintering 
sites under bark or inside cavi¬ 
ties of rocks or logs. (That’s why 
you see so many of them cross¬ 
ing roads and sidewalks in the 
fall.) When spring arrives, 
woolly bears spin fuzzy 
cocoons and transform inside 
them into full-grown moths. 

Typically, the bands at the 
ends of the caterpillar are black, 
and the one in the middle is 

brown or orange, giving the 
woolly bear its distinctive 
striped appearance. Accord¬ 
ing to legend, the wider that 
middle brown section is (i.e., 
the more brown segments 
there are), the milder the com¬ 
ing winter will be. Conversely, 
a narrow brown band is said to 
predict a harsh winter. 

Thirty years later after Dr. 
Curran concluded his study, 
the woolly bear brown-seg¬ 
ment counts and winter fore¬ 
casts were resurrected by the 
nature museum at Bear Moun¬ 
tain State Park. The annual 
counts have continued, more 
or less tongue in cheek, since 
then. This fall, museum director 
Jack Focht will gather a dozen 
or so caterpillars, as he has 
done since 1988, and spread 
them out on the kitchen table. 
The segments will be counted, 
averaged, and will declare an¬ 
other forecast from Woolly Bear 
Mountain. “We’re about 80 per¬ 

cent accurate,” he says. 
For the past 10 years, Banner 

Elk, North Carolina, has held an 
annual “Woolly Worm Festival” 
each October, highlighted by a 
caterpillar race. Retired Mayor 
Charles Von Canon inspects the 
champion woolly bear and an¬ 
nounces his winter forecast. His 
method differs from the more com¬ 
mon number-of-brown-segments 
method. Counting each of the 13 
segments as a week of winter, 
Von Canon correlates the black 
segments at the front and rear of 
the caterpillar with the beginning 
and end of winter. The blacker 
segments, the worse the winter, 
and vice versa, with the harsh¬ 
est weather occurring during the 
black-segment weeks. His predic¬ 
tions, locally famous, are said to 
be 70 percent accurate. 

Despite the accuracy of these 
methods, most scientists discount 
the folklore of woolly bear predic¬ 
tions as just that, folklore. What 
do you think? 

A bicycle can’t stand alone 
because it is two-tired. 

What’s the definition of a 
will? It’s a dead giveaway. 

Time flies like an arrow. 
Fruit flies like a banana. 

A chicken crossing the 
road is poultry in motion. 

When a clock is hungry it 
goes back four seconds. 

The man who fell into an 
upholstery machine is fully 
recovered. 

A grenade thrown into a 
kitchen in France would result 
in Linoleum Blownapart. 

Marathon 
runners with 
bad footwear 
suffer the agony 
of defeat. 

You CUD groan nowl 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewoid — 
President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 
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ouT A 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting 
-July 24, 2003 

Directors present: Gronewoid, 
Menke, Wear, Morrison, Vaughn, 
Spory and Newton. Also pres¬ 
ent: Dion and Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
June 2003 was in the amount 
of $22,903; total margins for the 
year as of June 30, 2003, were 
$105,719. 

On July 18, 2003, a lightning 
and windstorm struck Hancock 
County. The coop, had approxi¬ 
mately 20 broken poles. Howev¬ 
er, almost all power was restored 
to members by 5:00 p.m. 

The NRECA Region V Meeting 
will be in Springfield, Illinois on 
September 22 through 24, 2003. 

Member Appreciation Day is 
tentatively set for Monday, Octo¬ 
ber 27, 2003. 

William R. Newton will be the 
coop.’s representative and Haven 
D. Vaughn will be the coop.’s 
alternate representative to the 
NRECA Region V Meeting to be 
held on September 22 through 
24, 2003, in Springfield, Illinois. 

Haven D. Vaughn will be 
the coop.’s representative and 
William R. Newton will be the 
coop.’s alternate representative 
at the CFC District V Meeting to 
be held on September 23, 2003, 
in Springfield, Illinois. 

An ERC loan to David and Cin¬ 
dy Wessel for a ground source 
heat pump was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Bertha Hufendick 
Estate was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Paul Hufendick Es¬ 
tate was approved. 

An ERC loan to Harold and 
Maude Ravenscraft for a ground 
source heat pump was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Welcome new members: 
Bielser, Terry & Brenda Stronghurst 
Castlebury, Dennis M. & Dixie Plymouth 
Evans, Greggory R Niota 
Fojtik, Carol L Hamilton 
Geissler, Ryan Basco 
Harper, Charles E. & Paula M Marquette Heights 
King, David F. & Joyce R Burbank, CA 
Lantz, Dawn West Point 
Neisen, Brad A. & Valerie Bowen 
Palmer, Joshua D Carthage 

VanTine, Gerald & Beth Ellisville 

October begins the rate 40-41 
heat rate! 

For those WIEC members 
who have non-geothermal elec¬ 
tric heat (rate 40 or 41), October 
marks the beginning of the FIVE 
cents per kilowatt heat rate that 
will be in effect until May 1st. 

With electric heat, there are no 
worries about price fluctuations 
that occur with LP or natural gas. 
So curl up and enjoy the warmth 
of your electric furnace. 

■ OCTOBER 2003 



During the holidays most of us 
reflect about the blessings in our 
life, such as family, friends and 
good health. Here is another view¬ 
point about things most people 
don’t consider as something to 
be thankful for. 

Be thankful: 
• For the teenager who is not 

doing dishes but is watching 
TV because that means he 
is at home and not on 
the streets. 

• For the taxes that I pay, 
because it means that I 
am employed. 

• For the mess to clean after 
a party because it means 

that I have been surrounded 
by friends. 

• For the clothes that fit a little 
too snug, because it means 
I have enough to eat. 

• For my shadow that watches 
me work, because it means I 
am out in the sunshine. 

• For a lawn that needs mowing, 
windows that need cleaning, 
and gutters that need fixing, be¬ 
cause it means I have a home. 

• For all the complaining I hear 
about the government, be¬ 
cause it means that we have 
freedom of speech. 

• For the parking spot I find at 
the far end of the parking lot, 
because it means I am capable 

of walking and that I have been 
blessed with transportation. 

• For my heating bills, because 
it means I am warm. 

• For the lady behind me in 
church that sings off key, be¬ 
cause it means that I can hear. 

• For the pile of laundry and 
ironing, because it means I 
have clothes to wear. 

• For weariness and aching 
muscles at the end of the day, 
because it means I have been 
capable of working hard. 

And finally, I am thankful 
for that alarm that goes off so 
early in the morning, because it 
means I have been blessed with 
another day! 

WIEC's board of directors and employees wish you, our members, 
a very thankful Thanksgiving. 

huvsda 4, \ ovember 27~t 

-vidaif 28tn. 

www.wiec.net 
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Buss earns Best Electricity Award 

Jason Buss, son of Mark and 
Celia Buss of rural Bowen, had 
his 4-H electricity project chosen 
at the 2003 Hancock County 4-H 
Fair to receive the Best Over-All 
Electricity Award sponsored by 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
Jason, an 8-year member of the 
Chili Rising Suns 4-H Club, also 
exhibited (6733-62) his electric¬ 
ity project at this year’s Illinois 
State Fair where he received a 
Superior rating for his work. He 
has taken electricity as a 4-H 
project for five years. 

Jason credits both working 
with his dad on the family farm 
and the 4-H Electricity School with 
helping him gain the knowledge 
needed to work with electricity. 

Buss’ other 4-H projects for 
the year included Aerospace, 

Beef, Public Speaking, Leader¬ 
ship, Reading, Soils, Science & 
Technology, and Tractors. Jason 
and his brother, Brian (also a 
member of the Chili Rising Suns 
4-H Club) are also involved with 
regional and state Meat Judging 
Contests. Jason has just earned a 
spot on the State 4-H Meat Judg¬ 
ing Team and will be traveling to 
the national competition in Man¬ 
hattan, Kansas later this year. 

Jason is a junior at South¬ 
eastern High School where he is 
involved with FFA, Band, Chorus 
and several other activities. 

Article and picture were supplied by 
Susan Sewell, University of Illinois 
Extension, Hancock County. 

Students encouraged to apply for 
2004 IEC Memorial Scholarship 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. Manager Paul M. Dion 
has announced that for the ninth 
consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award 
$1,000 academic scholarships 
to high school seniors. The four 
scholarships are being awarded 
through the Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative (IEC) Memorial Schol¬ 
arship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing 
a college education in the state 
of Illinois are eligible to partici¬ 
pate (8623-16) in the program. 
Three of the four scholarships 
will be awarded to the child of 
an electric cooperative member. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

The other $1,000 award will go 
to the child of an electric coop¬ 
erative director or employee. 
Deadline for applications to be 
returned to the cooperative is 
January 1,2004. 

“The purpose of the scholar¬ 
ship program is to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honoring 
past rural electric leaders through 
memorial gifts,” said cooperative 
Manager Paul M. Dion. “Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, and the 
other Illinois electric cooperatives 
want to make a difference in their 
communities. One of the best 
ways we can do that is by lend¬ 
ing a hand to our youth.” 

■ NOVEMBER 2003 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, work 
and volunteer experience, school 
and civic activities, and a short 
essay, which demonstrates their 
knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship program was established 
in 1994 by the board of direc¬ 
tors of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. For further 
information on the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Program, contact 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
at (800) 576-3125, or ask your 
high school guidance counselor. 
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Insulation: Fiberglass vs. 

Should I insulate my home? 
Insulating your home is one of 
the best ways to reduce your 
heating dollars and improve your 
comfort. First, check the insula¬ 
tion in your attic, ceilings, exterior 
and basement walls, floors and 
crawl spaces to see if it meets 
the levels recommended for your 
area. Insulation is measured in 
R-values—the higher the R-value, 
the better your walls and roofs 
will resist the transfer of heat. 
The U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) recommends ranges of 
R-values based on local heating 
and cooling costs and climate 
conditions in different areas of 
the nation. For a more accurate 
and simpler method of determin¬ 
ing your insulation needs, try the 
Interactive ZIP Code Insulation 
Program, (http://www.ornl.gov/ 
—roofs/Zip/ZipHome.html) which 
uses your zip code and some 
information about your house to 
tell you where to add insulation. 
Fiberglass and blown cellulose 
are the most commonly used in¬ 
sulation fibers, but it’s important 
to know which option is best for 
your home. 

Fiberglass insulation is pur¬ 
chased as blankets or loose fill. 

One of the most important 
systems in your home, though 
it’s hidden beneath your feet and 
over your head, may be wasting 
a lot of your energy dollars. Your 
home’s duct system, a branch¬ 
ing network of tubes in the walls, 
floors, and ceilings, carries the 
air from your home’s furnace 
and central air conditioner to 
each room. Ducts are made of 
sheet metal, fiberglass, or other 
materials. Consider these tips 
for maximum efficiency of your 
heating and cooling. 

This is the “pink” insulation. 
Blankets usually come in rolls, 
and are installed in walls, floors 
and attics. They often have a 
paper or foil face that helps 
slow moisture movement. If 
you install fiberglass blankets 
in your wall cavities, pay close 
attention when cutting them to 
size. Cut them carefully around 
electrical boxes and wires. A 
sloppy fit can negate much of 
the insulating value of fiberglass 
blankets. 

Fiberglass loose fill is 
installed in attics and wall 
cavities. It is a good material 
in moist, humid climates since 
it absorbs very little water. It’s 
also a good material for retrofit¬ 
ting the wall cavities in metal¬ 
skinned mobile homes. Its low 
density puts less pressure on 
the ceiling or underbelly, reduc¬ 
ing the potential for damage to 
the structure. Fiberglass loose 
fill is usually installed by profes¬ 
sional insulators. It’s easy to 
over-fluff this material, reducing 
its density and encouraging 
heat-robbing air currents. Be 
sure your insulator installs it at 
the manufacturer’s recommend¬ 
ed density. 

Duct tips 

• Check your ducts for air 
leaks. First look for sections 
that should be joined but 
have separated and then 
look for obvious holes. 

• If you use duct tape to 
repair and seal your ducts, 
look for tape with the Un¬ 
derwriters Laboratories (UL) 
logo to avoid tape that de¬ 
grades, cracks and loses 
its bond with age. 

• Remember that insulating 
ducts in the basement will 
make the basement colder. 

NOVEMBER 2003 

Cellulose 

Cellulose insulation is pur¬ 
chased as a loose-fill material, 
and is always installed with an 
insulation blower. It’s made from 
recycled paper that is treated 
with a flame retardant and rodent 
deterrent. It can be purchased 
at lumber yards and the blower 
can be rented so you can install 
it yourself. Densely packed cel¬ 
lulose creates a better air seal 
than fiberglass because its small 
fibers pack into corners, crevices 
and small air leaks. Because of 
this, cellulose is frequently used 
in older homes. Cellulose is also 
slightly cheaper than fiberglass. 

Cellulose insulation is not a 
good choice for very humid cli¬ 
mates since it absorbs moisture 
easily. This will tend to wash out 
the fire retardant, decreasing its fire 
resistance and possibly corroding 
metal siding, wiring or roofing. 

For questions about which in¬ 
sulation is right for you, consult a 
professional insulator and enjoy 
a more comfortable home in all 
seasons and a more comfortable 
heating bill! 

Source: www. srmi. biz!index, htm 
and http://www.eere.enerav.aov 

If both the ducts and the 
basement walls (861-46) 
are not insulated, consider 
insulating both. 

• If your basement has been 
converted to a living area, install 
both supply and return registers 
in the basement rooms. 

• Be sure a well-sealed vapor 
barrier exists on the outside of 
the insulation on cooling ducts 
to prevent moisture buildup. 

• Get a professional to help you 
insulate and repair. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 
President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
July 24, 2003 

Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Wear, Morrison, Vaughn, 
Spory and Newton. Also pres¬ 
ent: Dion and Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
June 2003 was in the amount 
of $22,903; total margins for the 
year as of June 30, 2003, were 
$105,719. 

On July 18, 2003, a lightning 
and windstorm struck Hancock 
(562-44) County. The coop, had 
approximately 20 broken poles. 
However, almost all power was 
restored to members by 5:00 pm. 

The NRECA Region V Meeting 
will be in Springfield, Illinois on 
September 22 through 24, 2003. 

Member Appreciation Day 
is tentatively set for Monday, Oc¬ 
tober 27, 2003. 

William R. Newton will be the 
coop.’s representative and Haven 
D. Vaughn will be the coop.’s 
alternate representative to the 
NRECA Region V Meeting to be 
held on September 22 through 
24, 2003, in Springfield, Illinois. 

Haven D. Vaughn will be 
the coop.’s representative and 
William R. Newton will be the 
coop.’s alternate representative 
at the CFC District V Meeting to 
be held on September 23, 2003, 
in Springfield, Illinois. 

An ERC loan to David and 
Cindy Wessel for a ground 
source heat pump was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Bertha Hufendick 
Estate was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Paul Hufendick 
Estate was approved. 

An ERC loan to Harold and 
Maude Ravenscraft for a ground 
source heat pump was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regu¬ 
lar board meetings are held on 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

WIEC's office 
will be closed 
Tuesday, 
November 11th 
in observance of 
Veteran's Day. 

Welcome new members 
Bielser, Terry & Brenda   Stronghurst 
Castlebury, Dennis M. & Dixie   Plymouth 
Evans, Greggory R   Niota 
Fojtik, Carol L   Hamilton 
Geissler, Ryan   Basco 
Harper, Charles E. & Paula M   Marquette Heights 
King, David F. & Joyce P.   Burbank, CA 
Lantz, Dawn   West Point 
Neisen, Brad A. & Valerie   Bowen 
Palmer, Joshua D   Carthage 
VanTine, Gerald & Beth   Ellisville 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

The lineman's Christmas 
By Kevin Hughes 

“Twas the night before Christmas 
and all through the house, 
not a creature was stirring 
‘cause the power was out. 

How could this happen? 
What trouble could be? 
The house is all dark, 
even the lights on the tree. 

The lineman’s asleep, 
all cozy and warm. 
His power apparently 
was spared by the storm. 

Deep into slumber 
but soon to awake, 
‘cause a tree on the line 
has caused it to break 

The calls swamp the office, 
“MY POWER IS OUT! 

Get them here quickly, 
‘cause I carry clout.” 

The dispatcher calls, 
And with a hint of despair, 
he informs the lineman 
the need of repair. 

In three or four hours 
the trouble is found. 
You see, the road didn’t pass 
Where the tree went down. 

After walking through snow 
And fighting the storm, 
The line is now clear 
And the power is on. 

And now it’s the morning 
the kids shout with glee. 
And their eyes shine as bright 
as the lights on the tree. 

The lineman goes home now 
as tired as can be, 
the storm just ignored 
it was his Christmas Eve. 

He’s not asking for praise 
or for you to applaud, 
‘cause according to him, 
it’s just part of the job. 

But please just remember, 
As you pick up the horn, 
And you call to the office, 
he may be out in the storm.” 

Call toll-free (800) 576-3125 

DECEMBER 2003 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 



Make the switch 

PowerNet Global is a great way to save on your 
long distance phone bill, but just don’t take 

our word for it! 
Dave and Joyce Biery, owners/operators of 

Bentley Farmers Elevator of Bentley, made the 
switch to PowerNet Global for both their personal 
and business lines and are glad they did. Joyce 
says, “It has already saved us a lot of money. 
We love the fact that there is no monthly mini¬ 
mum, which has worked out well with our fax 
line.” They found that other carriers charged 
them a monthly fee for that line which they 
rarely use, but need to have. Dave adds, “The 
800 number makes it easier for the kids to call 
home more often.” 

Call our office for more details and find out 
why more than 170 of your friends and neigh¬ 
bors have made the switch. 

Helping our youth 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, is happy to an¬ 

nounce that it is participating in 
Youth to Washington Tour and 
the Youth Day in Springfield. 
WIEC will send six students to 
the Youth Day in Springfield in 
April to visit the Illinois State 
Capital and see state govern¬ 
ment in action. One of those six 
students will be chosen to be 
among the 1,500 students who 
descend on our nation’s Capital 
during the “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington” tour. “This deserving 
student will do and see more in 
one short week than one would 
ever dream possible,” says Paul 
Dion, WIEC Manager. 

During the time in D.C, stu¬ 
dents will learn about American 
and rural electric history, as well 
as state and federal government. 
They will visit representatives in 
the House and Senate, and take 
in an impressive list of historic 
sites, such as Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Smithsonian Mu¬ 

seum, Mount Vernon and the U.S. 
Memorial Holocaust Museum. 
For more information about the 
trip, go to www.aiec.coop Web 
site and look under the youth pro¬ 
gram tab. 

Previously, students who 
wanted to go on these trips were 
required to pay their own way. 
However, the WIEC board of di¬ 
rectors has decided that WIEC 
will fund these trips, including 
transportation, lodging and 
meals. The applicant must be 
a son or daughter of an active 
WIEC member and should be a 
high school sophomore, junior or 
senior. The winners will be deter¬ 
mined based on the applicant’s 
original essay that demonstrates 
their knowledge and understand¬ 
ing of electrical cooperatives. 

Application packets will be 
available at the WIEC office 
and the high school’s guidance 
counselor’s office. Applications 
are due back to the WIEC office 
by February 15, 2004. 
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Don't get burned by batteries 
About 3,700 people a year 

are treated in hospital 
emergency rooms for battery- 
related chemical burns—and 
many of those treated are chil¬ 
dren under the age of 16. With 
Christmas (and battery operated 
Christmas toys) right around the 
corner, it’s even more important 
to take a few minutes to find out 
how to avoid the risk of being 
burned by household batteries: 

QTake care when recharging. 

Rechargeable batteries are 
great, but be careful to use 
the right kind of charger for 
the type and size battery 
you have. Never use an au¬ 
tomobile battery charger to 
recharge flashlight batteries, 
and never try to recharge a 
disposable battery; in both 
cases, the battery can easily 
(6526-7) rupture, which puts 
you at risk for a painful chemi¬ 
cal burn. 

Q Don’t mix batteries. If you try 
to replace just one of several 
old batteries in an appliance, 
the batteries may overheat 
and rupture. The same thing 

can happen if you mix alkaline 
batteries—the most common 
type—with carbon-zinc bat¬ 
teries in the same appliance. 
Always use a complete set of 
new batteries of the same type 
when replacing batteries. 

Q Install batteries properly. Be 
sure to put the positive and 
negative ends of the battery in 
the right position in your ap¬ 
pliance; reversing the battery 
runs the risk of overheating, 
rupture, and chemical burn. 
This problem often arises 
when children try to replace 
batteries in toys. Don’t let your 
kids replace batteries them¬ 
selves; do it for them! 

Source: Consumer Product Safety Commission www.cpsc.gov. 

Looking for that perfect gift? 
Are you stumped trying to 

find that “just right” gift 
for Uncle Bob who has every¬ 
thing or that neighbor down the 
road who always is so good to 
plow out your driveway when it 
snows? Why ponder any longer 
when you can do your last min¬ 
ute shopping at WIEC. Here are 
some great ideas: 

How about a WIEC gift certifi¬ 
cate? They come in any size you 
need and will always fit. No has¬ 

sles with returning for a different 
color and finding that elusive 
receipt. We can even provide a 
certificate to put under the tree. 

For the electronic types, we 
carry surge protectors that will 
protect sensitive electronics 
from power surges and lightning 
strikes. We also offer whole house 
protection for washers, freezers, 
well pumps or other motor driven 
appliances. We’ll even wrap it for 
you - free of charge! 

A WIEC security light can 
protect property while lighting 
the way home. A light costs 
$68, including tax and free in¬ 
stallation on an existing pole or 
pre-wired building. Again, free 
(961-32) wrapping is included in 
the price. (Okay, wrapping poles 
or buildings are not included. If 
you choose to give the gift pre¬ 
installed, we can provide a gift 
certificate for the light instead!) 

he WIEC office will close at noon on December 24th 
and reopen on December 26th. We will also close at 
noon on December 31st and reopen on January 2nd. 

Please limit calls made when the office is closed to power 
outages or other power emergencies. We ask members 
to wait until normal business hours (10532-71) to call 
for questions concerning billing, payment arrange¬ 
ments or other non-emergencies. As always, mem¬ 
bers can e-mail WIEC anytime with questions or 
concerns at www.westelec.com. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Rob Gronewold — 
President, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Vice President, Niota 

Briscoe N. Menke — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Burnside 

Janet Spory — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn 
Lomax 

Director, 

Ross E. Wear — Director, 
Carthage 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 
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Summary of Board Meeting 
- September 25, 2003 

Directors present: Gronewold, 
Menke, Wear, Morrison, Vaughn, 
Spory and Newton. Also pres¬ 
ent: Dion & Hartzell. 

A margin for the month of 
August 2003 was in the amount 
of $94,535; total margins for the 
year as of August 31,2003, were 
$278,861. 

President Gronewold appoint¬ 
ed the following committees: 

By-Laws/Policy Review Com¬ 
mittee: Director Spory, Chair, 
Director Menke, Director Newton 
and Attorney Hartzell with meet¬ 
ing to be held on October 21, 
2003, at 7:00 p.m. 

Labor Relations Committee: 
Director Vaughn, Chair, Director 
Morrison and Director Wear with 
meeting to be held on October 
16, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. 

Goals Committee (7625-60) 
Meetings will be held as follows: 
Operations - November 3, 2003, 
at 7:00 p.m.; Member Services 
- November 10, 2003, at 7:00 
p.m.; and Finance - November 
13, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. 

The date for the November 
board meeting was changed to 
Tuesday, November 25, 2003, at 
7:00 p.m. 

An ERC loan to Vivian M. 
Ludolph for a ground source 
heat pump was approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits of the Albert Bartlow Es¬ 
tate was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Welcome new members 
Ammer, Kirt E. & Mindy M Nauvoo 
Balmer, Ed Nauvoo 
Brown, Mike Carthage 
Buckert, Alan D. & Lauri A Mt. Pleasant, IA 
Corder, Kevin Plymouth 
Creasy, Trenton Plymouth 
Cundiff, Kevin St. Augustine 
Earle, John M. Sr. Leland 
Ferguson, Jesse Dallas City 
Hambly, Jerri L Carthage 
Kelly, Kristopher R. & Katie L. Johnson Burnside 
McDonald, Dennis J Hamilton 
Mohr, Amanda & Lewis I Dallas City 
Squier, Melissa LaHarpe 
Stewart Farms Inc Burlington, IA 
Tracy, Don L Niota 
Utteridge, Bob Gladstone 
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