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ville prison site. Most of the work in 

the substations will include clean¬ 

ing them up, replacing transform¬ 

ers and voltage regulators, adding 

rock, and moving the fences out 

a little farther. Doing these things 
will accomplish two of our objec¬ 

tives. The first is that it will ensure 

the safety of the linemen that work 

in the substations. The second is 

that it will improve the voltage and 

power quality you receive in your 

home. 

Our third priority in this work 

plan is called sectionalizing. Sec- 

tionalizing is the process of de¬ 

ploying breakers and fuses on the 

lines so that the fewest number of 

people possible are affected by an 

outage. Sectionalizing work is so 

detailed and exacting that some 

engineering companies have entire 

departments dedicated to noth¬ 

ing but performing sectionalizing 

studies. As our sectionalizing plan 

becomes more and more complete, 

outages and blinks to the coopera¬ 

tive’s membership will be reduced. 

Our fourth priority is the dis¬ 

tribution lines. The work plan calls 

for additional clearing of brush and 

upgrading of the old lines. There 

will also be an emphasis placed on 

installing underground conductor 

where it makes economic sense to 

do so. Removing brush and vegeta¬ 

tion from underneath power lines 

will reduce blinks and outages. 
Upgrading old copper lines with 

AC SR (aluminum conductor, steel- 

reinforced) will give those lines ad¬ 

ditional strength during wind and 

ice storms. In other areas, replacing 

old copper lines with underground 

conductor will alleviate outages 

caused by weather. 

Consultants and staff have 

spent more than four months pre¬ 

paring and analyzing this plan. 

They have all worked hard to bring 

this together. As I mentioned at the 

beginning of this article, it’s not 

that we plan to fail, it’s that we fail 

to plan. Over the next four years, 

we’re going to experience one heck 

of a plan! 

CEO Reflections 

resident/CEO 
ick Coigan 

W^e don’t plan to fail, 

but we often fail to 

plan. I mention this 

mm oecause your electric 

B cooperative is about to 

embaril on one of its most ambi¬ 

tious plans in its history. Over the 

next several years, we are going 

to invest more than $20 million in 

our transmission and distribution 

systems. We will be working on six 

substations each year. What is our 

plan? 

Our first priority is to your 

transmission system. Next year we 

will test every transmission pole 

you own. Your transmission line is 

the backbone of this system. If that 

line should ever fail, many members 

will be without power for a lengthy 

period of time. We re going to make 

sure that system is structurally 

sound and hasn’t received any sig¬ 

nificant damage from age, weather, 

or woodpeckers. If we find a pole 

that doesn’t meet our specifications, 

we re going to replace it with a steel 

one. You have probably seen your 
new steel-pole transmission line 

if you have driven between Wayne 

City and McLeansboro. Eventu¬ 

ally, all of your transmission poles 

are going to be replaced with steel 

ones. These poles have an estimated 

life expectancy of 60 to 100 years. 

We think they look pretty sharp. I 

don’t think the woodpeckers care 

much for them, though. 

Our second priority is the distri¬ 

bution substations. The purpose of 

a substation is to take voltage from 

the transmission system at 69,000 

volts and step that voltage down to 

7,200 volts, the voltage on the lines 

you see in the countryside. We have 

24 substations and we’re going to 

build a new one to serve the Gray- 
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Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative has had a successful 
year. Our employees and directors have continued to work to better the 
lives of members. Here's a look back at some of the happenings of2002. 

Jack Young retired as President/CEO after six years of service. 
Rick Colgan took over the position in September. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
Route 15 West • RO. Drawer E • Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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Youth Day held in June 
en students representing Wayne-White Counties Elec- 

JBFtric Cooperative met with area legislators during the 
|r Illinois Electric and Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth Day 

on Wednesday, April 17, in Springfield. While in the state’s 
capital, they had an opportunity to watch government in 

action* visit the Illinois Supreme Court and tour Lincoln’s tomb. 
Pictured with Senator William O’Daniel are, from left: Sean Heid of 
Norris City, Kory Sutton of Norris City, Melissa Phillips of Norris City, 
Jason Mullins of McLeansboro, Sarah Vinyard of Norris City, Rep. 
Jones, Erin Hill of Norris City, Brandon Bozarth of Fairfield, Lacy 
McNear of Norris City, Stephanie Unfried of Norris City and Kelly 
York of Norris City. The day was sponsored by Illinois electric and 
telephone co-ops in an effort to introduce young rural leaders to 
state government. 

Contact your school guidance counselor for this years Youth 
Tour contest information. 

JANUARY 2003 ■ 

Surviving the tornadoes 
fen Sunday, April 21, around 4:00 
p.m., an F3 tornado ripped across 

the territory of Wayne-White Counties 
F Electric Cooperative, leaving a mass of 

destljlption in its wake. It took only 10 minutes 
to demolish the homes and lifetime memories 
of more than 50 people in the Sims and Fairfield 
area. The tornado also made toothpicks out of 
50 and 60 foot transmission poles. Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative crews 
had just finished with emergency re¬ 
pairs when another twister with large 
hail traveled as an unwanted guest 
through the territory from the north, 
heading southeast. 

The Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s Operation Round¬ 
up Kare and Share (WORKS) program 
assisted in the tornado relief by ac¬ 
cepting donations and distributing 
them to the victims of the tornado. 
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Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
provides educational resources to local schools 

ayne White Coun- 
ties Klectric 

IMv wjm erative is making 
it easier for area 
schools to teach 

about electricity and electric co¬ 
operatives. Through a partnership 
between Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives and Discovery Chan¬ 
nel School™, the co-op embarked 
on a campaign to ensure that 
middle and junior high school 
students in our service territory 
receive a quality education on 
electricity—from its beginnings to 
its importance in today’s world. 
By streamlining the vast amounts 
of information on electricity and 
the important role cooperatives 
played in bringing this commodity 
to rural America, students are able 
to easily digest the lesson plans in 
this educational campaign. 

Through this community 
outreach program—called Get 

Charged! Electricity and You— 
Wayne White Counties Electric 
Cooperative provides middle and 
junior high schools with a com¬ 

prehensive kit of educational 
materials focusing on electricity, 
a component of the National 
Academy of Science's National 
Science Education Standards 
(NSES). While individual states 
differ in their implementation 
and assessment of standards, 
they often base science top¬ 
ics on the NSES. Developed 
by teachers, scientists, science 
educators, and other experts, 
the standards for grades K-12 
describe what students should 
understand and be able to do in 
various science categories. 

“Providing our local 
schools with an effective edu¬ 
cational resource on electricity 
and the vital efforts rural elec¬ 
tric co-ops put forth in bringing 
power to the people all across 
America exemplifies our com¬ 
mitment to community,” said 
Royce Carter Vice President of 
Subsidiary Business. “By in¬ 
vesting in our local students’ 
education, we ensure that our 
customers, both households 

and businesses, can continue 
to count on us to provide them 
with more than just electricity.” 

Each Get Charged! kit con¬ 
tains the following educational 
materials: 
• Poster for classroom use 
• Two Videos: 
• Understanding: Electricity 
• Touchstone Energy’s Our 

Story 
• Interactive CD-ROM featur¬ 

ing electricity 
• Lesson Plan: Get Power - 

The Cooperative Way 
• 10-Student Activity Books 
• Electricity Teachers Resource 

Guide 
• Customizable letter to par¬ 

ents and schools explaining 
the educational program 
“Our involvement in Touch¬ 

stone Energy Cooperatives’ part¬ 
nership with Discovery Channel 
School allows us to participate 
with the many other electric 
co-ops committing educational 
resources to the schools co-ops 
serve,” said Royce Carter. 

, . What it all means 
t like to admit it, but sometimes we have a tendency to forget that all our members have not W always received their electricity from an electric cooperative. You may not know about the advantag¬ 

es of receiving electricity from a cooperative — your rights, your privileges and your responsibilities. 
When receiving your electric service from an electric cooperative, you should know: 

• You are a member of the cooperative and as a member, you are part owner of the cooperative. 
• You have the right to attend the cooperative’s annual meeting of members held each year and to vote 

for the board of directors who governs the cooperative. 
• You have the responsibility to keep up with the developments affecting your cooperative. 
• Your cooperative was established by local activists at a time when existing utilities refused or neglect¬ 

ed to serve the area where you live now. 
Your local cooperative chooses to provide you with a monthly subscription to Illinois Country Living. 

Electric cooperatives began publishing periodicals such as this in the 1940s to communicate with their 
members. 

Today, your cooperative relies on this magazine not only to relay information about this business, but 
also to encourage you to use electricity wisely and safely. Promoting electrical safety can help save the 
lives of our cooperative members. Promoting wise electrical use can help the cooperative and its members 
save money. Cooperative personnel can help members make informed decisions when purchasing new, ef¬ 
ficient appliances and technologies for the home. 
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wo students will receive an ex 
pense-paid trip to Washington, 

D.C., June 13-20, 2003. 
Two finalists will be selected 

fronWach of the following area high schools: 
Carmi, Cisne, Clay City, Crossville, Edwards 
Gouty Fairfield, Grayville, McLeansboro, Norris 
City, Noble and Wayne City. A minimum of 10 
finalists will be selected. 

The finalists will participate in “Illinois Rural 
Electric Youth Day.” 

I Kligthiitty? 
Any high school sophomore, junior or se¬ 

nior living within the Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative service area is eligible. They 
need not live in a home receiving electricity 
from the cooperative. 

Members of the immediate family of the 
board of directors, employees and winners of 
previous Washington, D.C. trips are not eligible. 

I Topk; 
How can technology help rural Il¬ 

linois? 

I Form,' 
Length - not less than 600 nor 

more than 1,000 words. Typed on 8-V2 

X 11 inch paper, double-spaced and on 
one side only Footnote information 
source. Number each page. Do not 
type your name on the essay; type it on 
a separate sheet. Preliminary judging 
will be made by number. 

I Infawnatfan: 
Information may be obtained from 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Coop¬ 
erative’s office, Fairfield, Illinois, or 
schools in the cooperative area. 

I Entry: 
Deliver the essays to the teacher in 

charge or mail to Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative, P.O. Drawer 
E, Fairfield, IL 62837, no later than 
Feb. 28, 2003. 

Sponsored by Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
Fairfield, Illinois • Serving Rural America 
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Jason and Sarah take a break in the shade during the busy tour last June. 

 1 m'wmmmi 

The students who represented 

WWCEC on the 2001 trip met Con¬ 

gressman David Phelps on Capitol 

Hill. From left are Joshua Lemons, 

Congressman Phelps and Summer 

Johnson. 

Last year, students were able to 

take a tour inside the White House 

I  —      _ 
Pictured are all the participants of the 2002 “Youth to Washington” Tour. Students from across the state 

participatedinthetour. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING FEBRUARY 2003 
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water heater 
          

52-gallon Freedom electric water heater 
built by State Industries 

regular price $206.66 

$100 Rebate 
to WWCEC members 

your total cost — $106.66 
• R-20 insulation 
• The amazing LimeEliminator — 

self cleaning — reduces build-up 
automatically 

• Six-year warranty 

Available at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative office in Fairfield 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
Route 15 West • RO. Drawer E • Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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Flan to attend 

Wayne-White 
Counties Electric 

Cooperative’s 

■ 9 

riday night, March 14, at the 
Fairfield Community High School 
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Business meeting 
begins at 7 p.m. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 2003 

It's for you.... 
the member, 
bring your 
family and 

enjoy! 



Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

2003 Annual Meeting 

Fairfield Community High School Gymnasium 

Come and enjoy! 

ATTENDANCE PRIZES 
Registration at 5 p.m. 

Begin serving dinner at 5 p.m. 

Bring your program book 
with you to register for 

drawings! 

MARCH 2003 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 
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If you have an interest in 
scheduling the 

Live Line Demo Display 
please contact our office at 

(618) 842-2196 or 
(888) 871 -769S 
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Donna Endsley presents a WORKS check for $1,000 to 
Hamilton County 4-H leader Joy Ritchie. 

New Rates Proove 
Co-ops Are Not Big 
Business I6b-c 

WORKS Financial 
Report I6d 

WAVNE-WHITE OPERATION ROUNDUP 
RARE & SHARE - WORKS 
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Wayna-White Operations 
Roundup Karo & Share 
(WORKS) 
Annual Report, December 31, 2002 

M A fORKS is an acronym for 
Wayne-White Operation 

Roundup Kare and Share. WORKS 
is a charitable foundation estab¬ 
lished by the Board of Directors 
of Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative to give their member¬ 
ship an opportunity to “pool their 
resources” for charitable purposes. 

WORKS is funded each month 
by members who agree to “round 
up” their bills to the highest dollar. 
The difference between their bill 
and the rounded up amount is con¬ 
tributed to the WORKS foundation. 

The foundation is governed by 
a board of directors appointed by 
the Wayne-White board of direc¬ 
tors. The WORKS board member 
will review grant applications and 
determine where the funds will be 
expended. 

Who is eligible to apply for a 
Grant? 

Grants are available for both 
individuals in need and for 501(c)3 
organizations. The purpose of the 
program is to meet a critical need 
that is currently not being met by 
any other means. Grants are lim¬ 
ited to $2,500 for individuals and 
$10,000 for any family, group, char¬ 
ity, foundation, corporation, part¬ 
nership, joint venture, association 
or other entity. 

How does a person or organiza¬ 
tion apply for a grant? 

Grant applications are available 
from any WORKS board member or 
from Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative. 

When an application is com¬ 
pleted and returned to Wayne-White 

(continued on 16d) 
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WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

—  ^nTAreMotB^ Business 

New Rate* W* owx—100 

Fact: The ^oksaU cost of ^ 

rising. Fact: Out lend^ ^ knders 
increase out roar^“ ts. As a tesuk, 
financial rat.o requ « is forced to 
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bets The average cost 

r«es to our members. r raise rates to month, or o 
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Right now, Wayne j t >000 yW) 
foutth-lowest resident^ The average 
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today- 

LF'- — ., 
i > rr-ip about until 
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^dT^ectrificatron 

Administration m otential electric 

The idea was to g P ^eas—customers 
customers in farms interested m 
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ri«mcity for *0^'^ tradition: Comrng 
To this day, that rs <>" nd not for 

together for our o^V or big business 

the interests of' dutiUties ate managed Fnvestot-owned ^ Stockholdets 

differently than co p ^ through a 
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Keeping d office- Now mem ers 
opened the new Enfe f ^ territory have a 

in the southern pa ^ of the 

local office that can hand\es. Wbde 

transactions our mam oh. ^ number of field 

most utilities arered^ Electrrc rs 
offices, Wayne- roembers. 
expanding us .White Counties Elecmc 

In short, Wayn of our members. 1 

is here to mtprove we can a„sWer, 
you have any specie q ^ ^ Thank you 
please call us dltect^ ^ fook forward to 
for lettingm^Timproving-rhat serv.ee t 
continuing 

year. 
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WAYNE-WHITE COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

What costs less today than it did in 1990? 
Wayne-White Counties Electric has held rates steady since 1990 

Unleaded regular? About 41 percent. 

White bread? More than 51 percent. 
Electricity at Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative? Zilch. 

The last increase in electric rates for your cooperative was 1990. 
Since then, the only change was a rate decrease in 1997. 
The same isn’t true for other staples. From 1990 to today, bread has increased from 69 cents per pound to 

$1.04. That’s an increase of 41 percent. 

And a gallon of unleaded has gone from $1.04 to $1.47—a jump of more than 51 percent. 
The board at Wayne-White Counties have been good stewards of your resources, ensuring that we have 

reliable service at the lowest possible cost. 

ELECTRICITY: CHEAPER TODAY 

cc 
Q_ 

4 Unleaded regular gas per gallon 

Lb. of white bread 

kWh of electricity from WWCEC 

M S 3- 

J L J I I I I  I I  I I I 

90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 

YEAR 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

APRIL 2003 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 
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Counties Electric Cooperative, it is copied and 
mailed to each board member for review. The 
board will meet at least quarterly to review applica¬ 
tions. 

Following review of applications, the board 
will determine what grants will be approved for 
payment and in what amount. 

For grants approved by the board, a check will 
be issued to the recipient within one week of ap¬ 
proval by the board. 

What are some examples of needs the board 
will be considering? 

Some examples of grants made through other 
Cooperative Roundup Programs across the nation 
are: Medical equipment, ramps, people whose 
homes have burned, equipment for hre depart¬ 
ments, equipment for rescue squads, meals on 
wheels, hospitals, youth programs, educational 
scholarships, wheelchair lifts for vans, etc. Funds 
will not be used to pay electric bills. 

The works board of directors 
The WORKS board of directors is divided into dis¬ 

tricts very similar to Wayne-White board districts. The 
board members are: 

District #1 Joyce Carson 
Superintendent of North 
Wayne School District 

District #2 Joe Gabbard 
Teacher at New Hope 
Grade School 

District #3 Donna Endsley 
Wayne County Clerk 

District #4 Steve Ward 

District #5 

District #6 
District #7 

District #8 

District #9 

Banker, Albion 
William “Bill” Pollard 

Retired school 
superintendent from 
Grayville 

Vacant 
Janet Walker 

Office Administration for 
Department of Human 
Services Hamilton County 

Vince Mitchell 
Hamilton County School 

Superintendent 
McLeansboro 

Sharon White 
Administrator in the Wayne 
City School District 

For more information on the WORKS program contact 
Nancy Wells, WORKS Cooperative Coordinator (618) 
842-2196. 

WORKS 
Financial Report 
Income 

Donations to WORKS 

Roundup Funds from Members 

Donations for Tornado Victims 

Total Income $74,379.47 

Expenses 

Grants to Tornado Victims 

13 Grants for Medical Expenses 

2 Grants to Fire Victims 

Jr. Achievement-Wayne County 

Frontier College Foundation 

Lighthouse Food Pantry 

Hamilton County 4 H 

White County 4-H 

Wayne County 4-H 

Fairfield Fire Dept-Toys for Tots 

Grant for Wall Furnace 

Mileage for Board 

Business Checks 

Illinois Not-for-Profit Filing Fee 

Post Office Box Rental Fee 

Total Expenses 

Balance 12/31/2002 

$15.00 

$36,521.37 

$37,843.10 

$42,843.10 

$19,770.00 

$2,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$2,000.00 

$1,500.00 

$1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$200.00 

$574.51 

$111.79 

$5.00 

$126.00 

$74,130.40 

$249.07 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
PO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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In this issue... 

New rates a reflection of econo 
not waste 

From left are: new director Danny Rose, President/CEO Rick Colgan, and re-elected directors James 

Deenand Kent Henry. 

More annual 
meeting news 

. 16b 

Electrical hazards on 
the farm  . 16c 

Touchstone Energy 
. I6d 

t was good to see so many people 
in attendance at the annual meet¬ 
ing of Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric. As a cooperative, owned by 

?V the members we serve, we look 
forward to opportunities to share directly 
with you, our owners. 

For those of you who could not 
it, I want to share with you the announce¬ 
ments we made about 
why our rates are rising. 

The wholesale cost 
of power is rising. In 
addition, our lending 
institution says we need 
to increase our margins 
to meet financial ratio 
requirements. We cannot cover those increases 
with existing funds. 

That’s why Wayne-White Counties Electric 
is forced to raise our members’ rates for the 
first time since November 1990. The average 
residential customer will see an increase of $10 
to $12 per month, or 40 cents per day. An actual 
increase will depend on individual customer’s en- 

(continued on 16b) 
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Members showed the true 

of cooperatives as they voted for 

their representation on 

the boardofdirectors. 
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(continued from 16a) 

ergy usage. 
The cooperative works hard 

to provide reliable energy at 
low cost to its members. That's 
why we have not only held rates 
steady for more than a decade, 
but we also reduced rates in 
1997. 

We have kept rates this low 
for so long because of our fiscal 
responsibility to you, our mem¬ 
ber-owners. For instance, 
we’re upgrading our 
lines and maintaining 
our rights of way to 
reduce the number of 
blinks and outages. We re 
beginning to replace 
wooden poles with long- 
lasting steel ones that save 
us money and are better for 
our environment. And we’re 
upgrading our substations to 
make our linemen safer. 

These expenditures are 
not the reason for the rate in- 
crease-the increase in wholesale 
costs and our lender are the 
reasons for that. But they are 
examples of how we, as a non¬ 
profit organization owned by our 
members, make every effort to 
provide you with reliable electric 
service at the lowest possible 
cost. 

Wayne-White Counties has 
the seventh-lowest residential 
rate (per 1,000 kWh) among 
cooperatives and regional inves- 
tor-ovned utilities JOUs) and the 
fourth-lowest residential rate 
among cooperatives ‘in our state. 

The average IOU has 33 
customers per mile of line- The 
average cooperative has six. 
Wayne-White Counties has four. 
IOUS average $61,000 collected 
for every mile of line, while co¬ 
operatives average $7,900. We 
collect even less: $7,163. We 
have fewer customers to bear 
the expenses of our lines. But 
our rates remain competitive 
because our goals are different 
from those of an IOU. 

We’re not here to make a 
profit for our stockholders - 
we’re here to provide low-cost, 
reliable energy to our member- 
owners. 

We re not a multi-national 
electric utility company. We’re a 
local cooperative, founded and 
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(Right): Many members took the time 

to learn to care for their trees, and 

ask questions of the co-op’s certified 

arborists. 

(Below): l.D. Locke, Carl McKibben 

and Jason McKinney helped serve 

the pork chop and fish meals 

for members. 

(Right): Mr. & Mrs. William 

Evans won the grand prize 

2T Color Television. They are 

pictured with Vice President 

of Human Resources Royce 

Carter. The Evans' said it 

was the first time they had won a prize at the meeting, 

although they faithfully comeyearafteryear. 

operated on the same principles 
as the first American cooperative 
established in 1752 by Benjamin 
Franklin and the first electric 
cooperative established in 1935 
when President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt created the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration. 

The idea behind an electric 
cooperative was to give potential 
electric customers in farming 
communities and rural areas 
- customers the big electric com¬ 
panies weren’t interested in serv¬ 
ing - a way to come together and 
purchase electricity for them¬ 
selves. 

It’s why you - our mem¬ 
ber-owners - elect the board of 
directors from your community. 
They’re your friends and neigh¬ 
bors, living in the same towns 

I MAY 2003 

and receiving the same 
service you do. 

It’s why our offices are 
and why we opened the 
office. We want every customer 
to be a local phone call or short 
drive away if they need us. At a 
time when many utilities are re¬ 
ducing the number of field offic¬ 
es, our members in the southern 
territory are now significantly 
closer because of the new En¬ 
field office. 

Everything we do is with our 
members’ best interests in mind. 
If you have specific questions, or 
just need further information, 
please call us directly at 842- 
2196. Thank you for letting us 
serve you. We look forward to 
continuing - and improving - that 
service in the years to come. 



Management team reorganized A lifter the early retire- 
; merits of Tammy Vail, 

^ Steve Moore, Dale «Kanady and Dale Har¬ 
ris, Wayne-White has 

had a^eassignment of duties to 
its management team. 

“The early retirements pro¬ 

vided us the opportunity to 
streamline our operation to 
make it more efficient,” says 
Manager Rick Colgan. 

Colgan named Lisa McMeen 
Vice President of Financial Op¬ 
erations and Chief Financial offi¬ 
cer; Jerry White as Vice President 

Consider electrical hazards during 
spring planting season 

gny farm workers 
are killed each year 
when their farm 
equipment makes 

contact with overhead power 
lineJirhese tragic accidents are 
preventable. Before heading 
back into the fields, Safe Elec¬ 
tricity urges farm workers to 
review farm activities and work 
practices that take place around 
power lines. 

“Make sure everyone who 
works on the farm knows the lo¬ 
cation of power lines and keeps 
farm equipment at least 10 feet 
away from them,” said Molly 
Hall, director of Safe Electricity. 
“Keep in mind, the minimum 10 
foot distance is a 360-degree rule 
- below, to the side and above 
lines. It may take a little more 
time, but ensuring proper clear¬ 
ance can save lives.” 

“Many farm electrical ac¬ 
cidents that involve power line 
contact happen when loading 
or preparing to transport equip¬ 
ment to fields, or while perform¬ 
ing maintenance or repairs on 
farm machinery near power 
lines,” notes Bob Aherin, Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois Agricultural Safety 
Specialist. “It can be difficult to 
estimate distance and sometimes 
a power line is closer than it 
looks. A spotter or someone with 
a broader view can help.” 

Today’s larger farms require 
transporting tractors and equip¬ 
ment to fields several miles away. 
Before transit, avoid raising the 
arms of planters, cultivators or 
truck beds near power lines. 

Be aware of increased height 
when loading and transport¬ 

ing larger modern tractors. Also, 
many tractors are now equipped 
with radios and communications 
systems and have antennas ex¬ 
tending from the cab to fifteen 
feet above the ground that could 
make contact with power lines. 

Some other equipment safety 
considerations: 
• Always lower portable augers 

or elevators to their lowest 
possible level - under 14 feet- 
before moving or transport¬ 
ing; use care when raising 
them. 

• When moving large equip¬ 
ment or high loads near a 
power line, always use a spot¬ 
ter, or someone to help make 
certain that contact is not 
made with a line. 

• Never attempt to raise or 
move a power line to clear a 
path! 
As in any outdoor work, be 

careful not to raise any equip¬ 
ment such as ladders, poles or 
rods into power lines. Remem¬ 
ber, non-metallic materials such 
as lumber, tree limbs, tires, ropes 
and hay will conduct electricity 
depending on dampness and 
dust and dirt contamination. Do 
not try to clear storm-damage 
debris and limbs near or touching 
power lines or near fallen lines. 

The overhead electric wires 
aren’t the only electrical contact 
that can result in a serious inci¬ 
dent. Pole guy wires are ground¬ 
ed to the neutral; but, when one 
of the guy wires is broken, it can 
cause an electric current disrup¬ 
tion. This can make those neutral 
wires anything but harmless. If 
you hit a guy wire and break it, 
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of Operations; Erin Halley as Vice 
President of Engineering; Royce 
Carter as Vice President of Hu¬ 
man Resources; Jerry Houser as 
Manager of Member Services and 
Facilities, Equipment and Procure¬ 
ment; and Lisa Arview as Manager 
of Information Technologies. 

call the utility to fix it. Don’t do it 
yourself. When dealing with elec¬ 
trical poles and wires, always call 
the electric utility. 

“It’s also important for op¬ 
erators of farm equipment or 
vehicles to know what to do if 
the vehicle comes in contact with 
a power line,” Hall said. “It’s al¬ 
most always best to stay in the 
cab and call for help. Warn others 
who may be nearby to stay away 
and wait until the electric utility 
arrives to make sure power to the 
line is cut off.” 

“If the power line is ener¬ 
gized and you step outside, your 
body becomes the path and elec¬ 
trocution is the result,” Aherin 
said. “Even if a power line has 
landed on the ground, there is 
still the potential for the area 
nearby to be energized. Stay in¬ 
side the vehicle unless there’s fire 
or imminent risk of fire.” 

In that case, the proper ac¬ 
tion is to jump - not step - with 
both feet hitting the ground at 
the same time. Do not allow any 
part of your body to touch the 
equipment and the ground at the 
same time. Continue to shuffle or 
hop to safety, keeping both feet 
together as you leave the area. 

Once you get away from the 
equipment, never attempt to get 
back on or even touch the equip¬ 
ment. Many electrocutions occur 
when the operator dismounts 
and, realizing nothing has hap¬ 
pened, tries to get back on the 
equipment. 

Farmers may want to con¬ 
sider moving or burying power 
lines around buildings or busy 

(continued on I6d) 
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(continued from 16c) 
pathways where many farm ac¬ 
tivities take place. If planning a 
new out building or farm struc¬ 
ture, contact your power suppli¬ 
er for information on minimum 
safe clearances from overhead 
and underground power lines. 

For more information on 
farm/home electrical safety, visit 

www.SafeElectricity.org. Spanish 
versions of farm electric safety 
information are also available on 
this web site. 

Safe Electricity is a statewide 
electrical safety public aware¬ 
ness program. The program was 
created by a coalition of nearly 
three dozen organizations in¬ 

cluding the University of Illinois, 
rural electric cooperatives, and 
investor-owned electric utili¬ 
ties from throughout the state. 
All are members of the Illinois 
Electric Council, a not-for profit 
organization dedicated to pro¬ 
moting electric safety and effi¬ 
ciency 

At Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, we don’t 
just talk about safety, we demonstrate it. As a member of 
Touchstone Energy, we show our community the power of 

human connections every day. 

Touchstone Energy 

tMEMORIMilfeiffigg 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative will be 

closed on Monday, May 26 in honor of Memorial Day. 
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Stone-age idea... 
Space-age technology 

eothermal systems 
are super-efficient in 
heating and cooling 
homes. Plus, they are 
easier to maintain, 

, quieter and less obtrusive. 
But despite the high-tech benehts, 
the systems are really based on one 
simple law of nature. 

The law? The earth’s tempera¬ 
ture is constant at about four feet 
deep. And that heat can mean big 
savings for your home in the long 
run. 

Like a refrigerator 
Geothermal systems work 

much like a refrigerator. Refrigera¬ 
tors don’t “make” cold air, or move 
cold in. Instead, they remove heat. 

Geothermal systems perform 
this same function using a com¬ 
pressor and a heat exchanger with 
a loop of pipe. The pipe, buried in 
the ground, is filled with an anti¬ 
freeze solution. 

In the winter, the liquid in the 
loop absorbs the earth’s constant 
source of heat and distributes it 
throughout the house. The liquid 
then circulates back through the 
loop into the ground, and the pro¬ 
cess is repeated. 

In the summer, the process re¬ 
verses: The liquid actually absorbs 
heat from the house and gives it off 
underground. 

Geothermal systems also pro¬ 
vide the home with hot water, 
when cooling, as a free byproduct 
of the process. 

So what? 
In contrast, conventional heat 

pumps rely on outside air as the 
source of heat. Because air temper¬ 
ature varies greatly, these air-source 
heat pumps are much less efficient 
than geothermal systems. 

Air-source heat pump efficiency 
is expressed with the Heating Sea¬ 

son Performance Factor (HSPF). 
These conventional heat pumps 
have HSPFs of 6.8 to 8.2. Account¬ 
ing for Illinois’ climate and a con¬ 
version from a geothermal-specific 
efficiency rating, geothermal sys¬ 
tems can have HSPFs of 10.9 to 
12.8. 

The same efficiencies apply for 
cooling, measured with the Energy 
Efficiency Ratio (EER) or Seasonal 
Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER). 
Central air has an EER of 8, conven¬ 
tional heat pumps have SEERs of 
around 10 and high-efficiency heat 
pumps have SEERs of 12 to 14. 

Geothermal systems have an 
EER of up to 16. So for both heating 
and cooling, geothermal systems 
give more bang for the buck. Invest¬ 
ing in a geothermal system will cost 

more money up front, but the oper¬ 
ating costs are low enough that the 
system will pay for itself in five to 
seven years. And maintenance costs 
will be much less, since the systems 
last much longer than traditional 
heat pumps. 

Besides being constant, ground 
heat also flows at high volume. This 
means geothermal systems fill the 
home with warmth more evenly. No 

(continued on 16b) 
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(continued from 16a) 

more hot and cold spots com¬ 
mon to fossil fuel furnaces. 

There are other benefits. 
A geothermal system’s source 
of heat is the earth itself. It’s 
cleaner than fossil fuels, and the 
supply won’t dwindle. 

Perhaps even more impor¬ 
tant is the “whisper factor.” 
There is no noisy compressor 
unit taking up space outside the 
home, kicking on and off all day. 
Geothermal systems are quiet. 
And they don’t take up space on 
the lawn. 

What you need to know ■ 
When installing a geother¬ 

mal system, the loop is the 

most critical element. It must 
be buried beneath the frost line 
to avoid shifting during winter 
freezes and thaws. The loop can 
be installed horizontally verti¬ 
cally or in a body of water. 

The type of system each 
home will require depends on 
a variety of conditions. Hori¬ 
zontal installation is easier and 
less expensive during a home’s 
construction, if there is sufficient 
soil. An older home may want to 
avoid tearing up the lawn, mak¬ 
ing a vertical installation the best 
option. 

The size of the unit and the 
size of the loop will be deter¬ 
mined by a heat loss/heat gain 
analysis. 

Regardless of which type is 
used, homeowners should re¬ 
member that adding insulation 
and weatherizing the home is 
key to maximizing any home’s 
heating and cooling system. In 
addition, ensuring that all duct¬ 
work is properly sealed and insu¬ 
lated can improve efficiency. 

For more information, visit 
these Web sites: 
• Southface Energy Institute, 

which provides education 
and assistance for sustainable 
homes: www.southface.org 

• Geothermal Information 
Survival Kit: geoheat.oit.edu/ 
ghp/ghptable.htm 

factor 
house inside and out. 

There are many areas to 
check: 
• Cracks. Check around the 

foundation, doorjambs, 
chimneys and window 
frames. 

• Utility entrances. Locate all 
of these, including water 
faucets. You will want to 
seal all of them. 

• Windows. Cracked planes 
should be replaced, or at 
least taped. Add weather 
stripping to any windows 
without it. And consider 
storm windows. If they are 
out of your price range, 
temporary storm windows 
made from plastic are avail¬ 
able. 

• Doors. A tiny quarter-inch 
crack around an outside 
door is about the same as 
having a 6” by 9” hole in 
the door. Weather-strip- 
ping, and a threshold or 
sweep at the door’s bot¬ 
tom, can keep cracks to a 
minimum. 

• Fireplace. Some fiberglass 
insulation stuffed in the 
flue will do—just make 
sure you have a reminder 

(continued on 16c) 

lnsulateyourselffromthe“Ouch!” 
f you said "Brrrr!” 

■ more than usual this 
winter, you probably 

B said “Ouch!” when 
you received your 

electric bill. 
Heating and cooling con¬ 

tribute more to annual home 
expenses than anything else. 
So making your home’s heat¬ 
ing and cooling system as effi¬ 
cient as possible is a good way 
to save money. And that can 
prevent another “Ouch!” when 
you receive your summer elec¬ 
tric bills. 

Two forces affect your 
comfort level: heat transfer 
and air movement. Heat trans¬ 
fer occurs because heat always 
moves to colder areas. So dur¬ 
ing the summer, heat tries to 
move into the house. During 
the winter, it tries to move out 
of the house. Air movement 
occurs anytime air moves into 
your house through gaps, 
cracks and more. 

Preventing heat transfer 
You can prevent heat 

transfer by adding insulation. 
Walls, floors and ceilings are 
all places heat can escape dur- 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

ing the winter or enter during 
the summer. Insulation is like a 
wall that keeps heat in or out, 
depending on the season. 

Some walls are better than 
others. The effectiveness of 
insulation is measured in R- 
values. For example, six-inch 
fiberglass insulation batt rates 
R-19. But 6 inches of concrete 
has an R-value of only 0.5. 

Different kinds of insula¬ 
tion are available as well. A batt 
is a precut 8-foot piece. A blan¬ 
ket is a continuous roll. The in¬ 
sulation can come faced, which 
provides a vapor barrier, or un¬ 
faced. Loose fill insulation is an 
option for hard-to-reach places, 
and rigid insulation is an op¬ 
tion as well. 

Your building supply store 
or insulation contractor can 
help you figure out what type 
of insulation best suits your 
needs. 

Preventing air movement 
Air movement is easily pre¬ 

vented through weatherization 
materials that help seal your 
house. But before you run out 
to buy a truckload of caulk and 
weather stripping, inspect your 
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to take them out before 
the next hre. 

• Outlets. Believe it or not, 
electrical outlets and 
switches account for al¬ 
most 20 percent of air 
infiltration. Foam gaskets 
under the plastic outlet 
covers can take care of this 
problem. 

• Vents. Make sure bathroom 
and kitchen vents operate 
properly, and check the 
damper for the dryer vent. 
Any cracks or openings 
should be caulked. 
After you’ve caulked, 

weather-stripped and otherwise 
sealed your home, don’t forget 
about the easy stuff. Draperies 
can be a big source of energy 

savings. During cold seasons, 
keep them open during the 
day, especially on southern- 
and western-facing sides of the 
house. Close them at night to 
prevent heat loss. Do just the 
opposite in the summer. 

Finally, make sure your fur¬ 
nace filter is changed monthly. 
It may not be weatherization, 
but it sure can save you money. 

Wayne-White sponsor 
students to meet 
with area legislators 

ight students representing Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative met with area legisla¬ 
tors during the Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives’ Youth Day on Wednesday, April 
2, in Springfield. While in the state’s capital, stu¬ 

dents had an opportunity to watch government in action, visit 
the Illinois Supreme Court, and tour Lincoln’s Tomb, the Vietnam Me¬ 
morial and the Governor’s Mansion. Pictured with Senator Larry Woolard 
of Carterville and Representative Brandon Phelps of Norris City. From left 
are John Jacobs of Carmi, Tyler Howell and Daniel Livesay of Grayville, 
Senator Woolard, Tabitha Borne of Broughton, Representative Phelps, Ci- 
ara Hawkins of Grayville, Rebekah Campbell of McLeansboro, M. Kathryn 
Mullins of Dahlgren and Kimberly Miller of Wayne City. The day was spon¬ 
sored by the electric and telephone co-ops in the state in an effort to intro¬ 
duce young rural leaders to state government. 

J 
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AMERICAN FLAG 
he stars and stripes 

of the American 
Flag hold a place of 
pride in the hearts 

^ of Americans. We hold 
dear our flag as the sym¬ 

bol of our nation’s continuing 
struggle for freedom. Our flag 
has seen its share of bloodshed, 
victories and defeats as it has 
stood, and is standing, proudly 
beside our soldiers during wars 
against freedom. Those soldiers 
have helped to preserve our flag 
and what it represents. Honor 
our nation’s flag and soldiers on 
Flag Day, June 14, by honoring 
our stars and stripes. You can 
also honor your flag by learning 
how to properly display and care 
for this symbol of America. 

■ Flying the flag 
Display from sunrise to sun¬ 

set, never allowing darkness to 
fall while the flag is raised. The 
flag may be displayed 24-hours a 
day if it is illuminated at night. 

Do not display during rain, 
sleet, snow or other inclement 
weather unless using an all- 

weather flag. 
Never allow the flag to touch 

anything below it. 
Do not store the flag where 

it can get dirty. 
Do not mark on or personal¬ 

ize the flag in any way. 
Allow the flag to fall freely. 
Hoist the flag quickly and 

lower it ceremoniously, never 
allowing it to touch the ground. 

■ Flying at half mast: 
When flying the flag at half- 

mast, raise it first to the top and 
then lower to half-mast (half way 
between the top and bottom of 
the mast). When lowering the 
flag, first raise it momentarily 
to the top and then lower. On 
Memorial Day, the flag should 
be flown at half-staff until noon. 
The President of the United 
States may designate other days 
the flag should be displayed at 
half-mast. 

■ Folding the flag: 
First fold the flag in half 

width-wise twice. Starting at the 
striped end, fold one corner 
over to make a triangle. Fold 

this triangle over and repeat until 
only the stars are showing. Then 
tuck the last piece inside the 
folds. A properly folded flag is a 
triangle showing the blue stars. 
For a demonstration of folding 
the flag properly, visit the Web site 
www. americanflags .com 

■ How to dispose 

of the flag: 
Never throw a flag away! 

When the flag is so worn it is no 
longer a fitting symbol to be dis¬ 
played, destroy it in a dignified 
manner, preferably by burning the 
flag and burying the ashes. Many 
American Legion and VFW Chap¬ 
ters conduct flag burning ceremo¬ 
nies, often on Flag Day, June 14th. 
Contact your local chapter about 
this ceremony. 

For more information on prop¬ 
er flag etiquette, visit www.vfw.org. 
You can also request a free copy of 
the VFW’s “Our Flag” brochure by 
sending a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to: Flag Brochure, VFW 
Citizenship Education Dept., VFW 
National Headquarters, 406 W 34th 

St., Kansas, MO. 64111. 

the grilling a snap for dad on Father's Day Whether it’s burgers and hot dogs or steaks and ribs, there’s 
nothing like the taste of hot, tasty food off the grill. 

Doesn’t dad deserve a break today? Buy him a grill for Fa¬ 
ther’s Day. It’s something the whole family will enjoy. 

Contact your local electric cooperative for more information 
about electric grills. And don’t forget, Wayne-White Services carries 
propane grills for Dad. 
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Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

sends crew to Help with 
storm damage in Southern Illinois 

severe storm with 
tornados and 230 
mph winds moved 
through parts of 
Pulaski, Massac, Al¬ 
exander and Pope 

Counties at about 9 p m. on Tues¬ 
day, May 6. 

Massac County officials re¬ 
ported that 117 residences were 
damaged. Twenty-seven homes 
were completely destroyed, 26 
homes had major damage and 
34 had minor damage. Eighteen 
mobile homes were destroyed, six 
had major damage, and six 
had minor damage. 

Pulaski County reported 
eight homes destroyed, 13 
with major damage and 
40 with minor damage. 
They reported 15 
mobile homes 
destroyed, five 
with major dam¬ 
age, and seven 
with minor 
damage. 

Southern Il¬ 
linois Electric 
Cooperative Southern Illinois 
(SIEC) in 
Dongola received major damage 
to its power distribution system 
and service connections. Early on 
May 7 the Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives Emergency Work Plan was 
enacted and request for help was 
sent to neighboring co-ops and 
crews. 

Answering cooperatives were 
advised to wait for specific re¬ 
quests from damaged co-ops for 
help. Wayne-White received a 
request for a single line crew on 
Saturday, May 10, and immediate¬ 
ly supplied such. The respond- 

JULY 2003 

ing Wayne-White 
line crew was Gerry 
Kinney and Chad 

Hinkle. 
They joined crews from 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative, 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative, 
Clinton County Electric Coopera¬ 
tive and Oil Field crews already 
at SIEC. All crews worked 17-20 
hour days and by Tuesday, May 13, 
power was restored to almost all 
SIEC’s customers. Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative is 
glad to have been of some help to 
SIEC and their members. 
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Stay safe after storms 
ummertime can 
spawn severe, 
damaging storms 

jPi^ and heavy rain. 
Safe Electricity 

wotild like to remind people 
of the increased electrocu¬ 
tion risks that storms and 
flooding can cause, and offers 
safety tips to avoid serious 
injury or death when dealing 
with the aftermath of a major 
storm or disaster. 

“The danger does not end 
when the storm does,” says 
Molly Hall, Director of Safe 
Electricity. “People can be 
hurt or killed by hazards left 
behind. It’s wise to be cau¬ 
tious in any clean-up effort.” 

Stay away from downed 
power lines and be alert to 
the possibility that tree limbs 
or debris may hide an electri¬ 
cal hazard. Treat all downed 
or hanging power lines as if 
they are energized. Warn oth¬ 
ers to stay away and contact 
the electric utility. 

If using electric yard tools 
in clean-up efforts, do not 
operate them if it’s raining or 
the ground is wet, or while 
you are wet or standing in 
water. Keep all electric tools 
and equipment at least 10 
feet away from wet surfaces. 

“Before re-entering storm- 
damaged buildings or rooms, 
be sure all electric and gas 
services are turned off,” said 
Jay Solomon, University of Il¬ 
linois Extension Engineering 

Educator. “Never attempt to 
turn off power at the breaker 
box; if you must, stand in 
water to do so. If you can’t 
reach your breaker box safe¬ 
ly, call your electric utility to 
shut off power at the meter.” 

Never step into a flooded 
basement or other area if wa¬ 
ter is covering electrical out¬ 
lets, appliances or cords. Be 
alert to any electrical equip- 

afe 
lectricit 

ment that could be energized 
and in contact with water. 
Never touch electrical appli¬ 
ances, cords or wires while 
you are wet or standing in 
water. 

“Cleaning up and using 
water-damaged appliances 
also carry safety risks,” said 
Solomon. “Electric motors 
in appliances that have been 
drenched or submerged 
should be thoroughly cleaned 
and reconditioned before 
they are put back into ser¬ 
vice. It may be necessary to 
repair or replace electrical 

appliances or tools that have 
been in contact with water. 
Do not use any water-dam¬ 
aged appliance until a profes¬ 
sional has checked it out.” 

If after a storm or di¬ 
saster, the power to your 
home is out for a prolonged 
period, know important 
safety rules, such as never 
using a charcoal or gas grill 
to cook inside! And if you 
use a standby generator, 
make sure a transfer safety 
switch is used or connect the 
appliance!s) directly to the 
generator output through an 
isolated circuit before you 
operate it. This prevents elec¬ 
tricity from traveling back 
through the power lines, 
what’s known as “back feed.” 
Back feed creates danger for 
anyone near lines, particular¬ 
ly crews working to restore 
power. 

For more information 
on electrical safety, visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org. Safe 
Electricity is a statewide 
electrical safety public aware¬ 
ness program. The program 
was created by a coalition of 
nearly three dozen organiza¬ 
tions including the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois, rural electric 
cooperatives, and investor- 
owned electric utilities from 
throughout the state. All are 
members of the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Council, a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to 
promoting electric safety and 
efficiency. 

Our office will be closed Friday, July 4th 

in observance of Independence Day. 
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Cooperative teaches electrical safety to children 
H ayne-White 

M ^Counties Elec- 
WMwmtric Cooperative 

v ^Pinemen con¬ 
ducted several 

“LivOT^ine” demonstrations 
for cirea school children 
during the month of May. 
Pictured below are line¬ 
men Kerry Merritt (with 
hot stick), Nathon Coston 
(center), David Bailey (left), 
and Hamilton County Jr. 
High 7th and 8th 
graders. 

Live-Line demonstra¬ 
tions were also performed 
for Hamilton County’s 
Berry School 1st and 2nd 
graders, EdwardsAVabash 
County Farm Bureau for 
area 5th graders, and at 
Dolan Lake for area 5th 
graders. Wayne-White has 
finished with Live-Line 

demonstrations for the busy 
summer months; however, 
we will begin again in the fall 
when line construction work 
slows down. To schedule 
Live-Line demonstrations 

through Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooper¬ 
ative, contact Jerry White, 
Vice President of Opera¬ 
tions, at (618) 842-2196. 

Line clearance/tree trimming school Wayne-White 
Counties Elec¬ 
tric Coopera- 

m five’s Manager 
of Right-of-Ways, 

Jim Gifford, in cooperation 
with Frontier Community 
College, conducted a Line 
Clearance/Tree Trimming 
School, May 12-16, at Fron¬ 
tier Community College in 
Fairfield. Tree workers from 
Wayne-White and other area 
cooperatives, companies and 
municipalities attended the 
five-day course. Students 
received training in tree iden¬ 
tification, how trees grow 
and respond to pruning, line 
clearance tree pruning, ANSI 
pruning and safety standards, 
hazard tree identification, 
tree felling, principles of tree 
climbing, knots and hitches, 
and rigging. 

Mike Dirksen, President 
Elect Illinois Arborists Associa¬ 
tion and competitive climber, 
provided climbing demonstra¬ 
tions; Gill Excavating dem¬ 
onstrated the brush mowing 
Brown Brontosaurus; Chuck 
Combe, Asplundh Midwest 

Safety coordinator, pro¬ 
vided training in chain saw 
and chipper safety, OSHA 
regulations and truck au¬ 
dits; and Mark Finch, Altec 
Sales, demonstrated a new 
Altec 75' reach tree trim¬ 
ming truck. 
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Keep power poles clear 
We are beginning to see more personal 

property on cooperative power poles. Per¬ 
sonal property varies from satellite dishes, as 
pictured, to bird feeders, to attached fencing. 
These attachments may interfere with safety 
and/or work that needs to be performed on the 
pole. Members are asked to refrain from attach¬ 
ing personal property to Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative’s power poles. 

Make sure your home is ready to beat the heat 
nergy use and costs 

are greatest in the 
hot. summer months 

when air condition- 
W ing use peaks. The 

IllinoiJpectric Council suggests 
taking measures now so your home 
can better weather the summer sun, 
heat and humidity. 

“There are a number of mea¬ 
sures, small and large, that can make 
a big difference in comfort and elec¬ 
tric bills, “ says Molly Hall, Illinois 
Electric Council Executive Director. 
“Most steps can pay for themselves 
relatively quickly. For example, 
weather stripping and caulking are 
inexpensive ways to boost efficiency 
and cut energy costs.” 

Reduce energy costs and ready 
the air conditioner with a cleaning 
and tune-up. An efficiently-running 
cooling system will save doUars. If 
you’re purchasing a new unit, check 
the efficiency rating, or SEER. The 
higher the SEER number the more 
efficient the air conditioner. 

Ventilate the attic and check 
insulation. When the outside tem¬ 
perature is in the 90s, your attic can 
easily reach 140 degrees. Adequate¬ 
ly sized vents and/or an attic fan 
can help keep hot air from build¬ 
ing up. If your attic has less than 6 
to 8 inches of insulation, consider 
adding more. Be sure the insula¬ 
tion doesn't block vents or cover 
exhaust fans. 

Caulk and put weather-strip¬ 
ping around windows and doors. 
This will reduce air infiltration and 
reduce both cooling and heating 
costs. Install awnings over windows 
exposed to direct sunlight. Outdoor 

landscaping that includes shade 
trees and insulating foundation 
plants can also reduce energy7 costs. 

When performing these or any 
home improvement projects, the 
IEC and its Safe Electricity program 
offer these safety tips: 
• Make sure you’ve got the right 

tools and check cords for any 
cracks or frayed insulation. 

• Take note of potential hazards 
in the work area such as over¬ 
head power lines, especially 
those connected to the home. 
Keep ladders and long metal 
tools at least 10 feet away from 
them. 

• Make sure outdoor oudets are 
equipped with a ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI). Use 
a portable GFCI if your outdoor 
outlets don’t have them 

• If your projects include digging, 
like building a deck or planting 
a tree, call your utility locat¬ 
ing service before you begin. 
Wayne-White Electric asks you 
to call “JULIE” at (800) 892- 
0123. Never assume the loca¬ 
tion or depth of underground 
utility lines. Call at least two 
business days ahead of your dig 
date. This service is free, pre¬ 
vents the inconvenience of hav¬ 
ing utilities interrupted, and can 
help you avoid serious injury. 
Follow these operating tips for 

greater energy efficiency and reduc¬ 
tion in air conditioning costs: 
• Throughout summer use, 

change air conditioner filters 
monthly, more often if pets live 
indoors. 

• Dial up. For each 1-degree in¬ 

crease in the thermostat setting, 
you can trim cooling costs by 
about 3 percent. 

• Install a timer or programmable 
thermostat to raise and lower 
the temperature automatically. 
Leave it on a higher tempera¬ 
ture while you’re away, and 
set it to cool the house half an 
hour before you return home. 

• Install ceiling fans that circulate 
air and reduce air conditioning 
use. 

• Turn off unnecessary lights 
and televisions sets you’re not 
watching. Don’t leave comput¬ 
ers on when not in use. 

• Make sure heat-producing ap¬ 
pliances like televisions and 
lamps are away from the ther¬ 
mostat. They will raise the tem¬ 
perature at the thermostat and 
cause the air conditioner to run 
when it is not needed. 

• Plan to do hot work—^washing 
and drying clothes, cooking and 
baking—during cooler morning 
and evening hours. 

• Keep your kitchen cooler by 
cooking in a microwave oven or 
grill outdoors. 

• Keep the sun out of your 
house. Close blinds, shades, 
or draperies during the hottest 
part of the day. 
The IEC and its Safe Electric¬ 

ity program offer information 
year round to help consumers 
use electric energy efficiently and 
safely. For more information and 
tips to help cut costs and im¬ 
prove home safety, visit the Web 
sites www I ECouncil.org and 
www. Safe Electricity, org. 
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Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Iff DIM! 
SESQUICENTENNIAJ, 
1853-2005 » <r » » ^ -STATION 

MOUNT ERIE, a 62446 JUNE 21,2003 

Mt Erie Celebrates its 

ayne-White Counties Electric Coopera¬ 
tive congratulates Mt Erie for its 150-year 
heritage. Mt Erie had its sesquicentennial 
celebration on Saturday, June 21. The vil¬ 
lage of Mt Erie formed its corporate limits in 

. The village’s 150-year heritage places Mt Erie in an 
exclusive group of surviving pioneer towns. Mt Erie was 
one of the small Wayne County villages whose pioneering 
spirit was also influential in bringing electricity to rural 
Wayne and White counties. In 1935, Mt Erie, Enterprise, 
Sims, Burnt Prairie, Springerton, and Mill Shoals, joined 
with Geff,IL to form a small army of villages and farmers 
who diligently worked to bring the REA and electricity to 
Wayne and White counties, and who saw the first electric 
lights come on in November, 1937. Mr. Iwin Yohe, of Mt 
Erie, served on Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
board of directors from its beginning in 1936 until 1963. 
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Youth to Washington trip 
ebekah Campbell of 

^McLeansboro and 
John Jacobs of Carmi 
represented Wayne- 
White Counties Elec- 

k>perative June 13-20 in 
Washington D.C. The students 
met with Illinois congressional 
leaders and learned about their 
government during the annual 
“Youth to Washington” Tour. This 
event, sponsored by the electric 
and telephone cooperatives of 
Illinois, began in the late 1950s 
to introduce rural youths to our 
democratic form of government 
and cooperatives. 

They met with Congressman 
John Shimkus on Capitol Hill 
and were among 60 rural Illinois 
youth leaders selected for the 
trip. In addition to the Capitol, 

students also visited 
the White House, 
Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Na¬ 
tional Cathedral, 
the Smithsonian 
Museums, the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial 
Museum and a num¬ 
ber of other histori¬ 
cal sites. 

In addi¬ 
tion to taking 
in the sights 
and sounds of 
the nation’s 
capitol, all 
the state 
groups con¬ 
vened for Rural Electric Youth 
Day to learn from public figures 
and other inspirational speakers. 

Jacobs, Congressman Shim¬ 

kus and Campbell. 

This year’s Youth Day 
agenda included key¬ 
note speaker Lt. Col. 

Brian Birdwell, a survivor of the 
terrorist’s attack on the Penta¬ 
gon, September 11, 2001. 

Enjoying the benefits of Safe Electricity 
Things your child should know. 

e all know the won- 
derful things elec- 

makes 
possible. 

m There’s TY ra¬ 
dio, video games and com¬ 
puted; not to mention that 
electricity keeps us warm 
in winter, cool in summer, 
cooks our food, heats our 
water, cleans 
our clothes 
and keeps our 
homes and 
schools bright. 

While we should be 
grateful for what electricity 
provides, we should also 
remember that electricity is 
powerful and we must be 
careful when using it. This 
is true for adults as well as 
children. Sometimes even 
parents and teachers have 
to be reminded to treat electricity 
with respect. 

Here are some tips on electri¬ 
cal safety that you may want to 
share with your family and teacher: 
• Never touch broken electrical 

cords or ones that have wire 
showing. 

• Don’t bite electrical cords. 
Now you may be laughing, 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

but small children and pets 
sometimes do bite these 

cords and it is very dan¬ 
gerous. You may want 
to teach your younger 
brother or sister to leave 
electrical cords alone. 
• Never stick your fin¬ 
ger or any object into 
light sockets or electrical 
outlets. Ask your mom 
or dad to buy plug cov- 
■ ■ ers so no one will 

X V §et 'nto trouble. 
* • Don’t pull on 

cords to unplug them. 
Hold on to the plug. 
• Don't touch anything 
electrical while you’re 
wet or standing in wa¬ 
ter. 
• Stay away from fallen 
power lines. 
• Did you know that 

electricity can travel down 
kite strings or wires? Never 
fly kites or balloons near any 
power lines. 

• Do not climb power poles or 
trees close to power lines. 

• Do not touch or go near elec¬ 
trical equipment. There are 
good reasons this equipment 
is marked “Danger,” “High 

■ AUGUST 2003 

Voltage” or “Keep Out.” 
• If one of your toys gets 

caught in electrical equip¬ 
ment, DON’T TOUCH. Find 
an adult to call Wayne-White 
Electric; we ll get your toy 
back for you and no one will 
get hurt. 

• The problem is not always 
in the wires. Sometimes it’s 
underfoot...on the ground. 
Stay away from pad-mounted 
transformers. Those are the 
metal cabinets on concrete 
pads that contain electrical 
equipment. They are not safe 
places to play. 

• You might want to remind 
adults doing work around the 
house that they should never 
put an antenna, ladder, or 
other tall object in a position 
where it may come into con¬ 
tact with a power line. 

• And if a family member is 
digging around the house, 
make sure he or she calls JU¬ 
LIE at ??????. 

• If your pet gets stranded on 
an electric pole, don’t panic. 
Call us for help and we’ll 
make sure you get your pet 
back safe and sound. 



Don’t erect a 
fence or attach a 
gate to a pole. A fence 
post made of wood or steel 
driven into the ground near a 
power pole is a great hazard to 
a lineman if he should happen 
to slip and fall on it. Don’t build 
or attach anything to the pole 
that could be a hazard. 

Help make the 
lineman’s job safer 

power lines or the glass insulators located on the 
poles could cause the lines to come down and 
cause outages that affect hundreds of people. 

Don’t landscape around the 
bottom of the pole with flower 
boxes, birdhouses, etc. If a lineman 

should fall on these items, he 
could be injured more seri¬ 

ously. Planting flowers 
in the soil around 

the pole doesn’t do 
any harm as long as no 

wooden or sharp objects are 
used in the bed. 

• Don’t hang a sign ad¬ 
vertising a garage sale 
or promoting your favorite 
political candidate on the 
power pole. The signs themselves 
aren’t hazards, but the nails or staples used 
to hold them up are. If a lineman should hit 
one of these while climbing, his gaff won’t 

get a strong hold and 
he could slip off the 
pole. This goes for any 
metal object attached 
to the pole, including 
spikes, staples or any 
kind of nail. 

If you follow 
these simple rules, 
you’ll be making the 
already dangerous job of 
the lineman much safer. 
Thanks for your coopera¬ 
tion. 

• Don’t use electrical equip¬ 
ment for your target prac¬ 
tice. This can cause nothing but damage to 
the equipment and could harm you. Shooting at 

eing a lineman is no simple task. Climb¬ 
ing poles and stringing electrical wire is 
a daily job despite bad weather 
or working conditions. But 
even if the weather 

or working conditions 
weren’t problems, co-op 
linemen have a very danger¬ 
ous job. 

To work 
on the elec¬ 
trical lines, a 
lineman uses 
a bucket truck 
or climbs up the 
pole using spe¬ 
cial steel spikes, 
called gaffs that 
attach around 
his boots. These 
gaffs dig into the 
pole and give 
the lineman a solid hold 
on the pole as he works with the electri¬ 
cal lines. The lineman’s livelihood and his life 
depend on his being able to keep those gaffs in 
the pole. If he should lose his hold on the pole, he 
could fall, hurting himself badly or even fatally. 

You can help linemen at our co-op by keep¬ 
ing the poles around your property free of items 
that might keep them from doing their jobs safely. 
Here are a few examples of how you can help: 

• Don’t hang birdhouses or 
basketball goals on an elec¬ 
trical pole. The lineman who has to climb 
that pole will have to climb around these items 
and there’s a good chance he might use them as a 
handhold. If the structure he uses isn’t secure, the 
lineman could fall and be badly hurt. 
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The end of summer is coming. It will soon be time for the big yellow 
buses to head down country roads to take kids back to school. 

But school time is all year long for your electric cooperative employees. 

While your kids are learning about the three r’s — reading, writing and 

arithmetic, your co-op employees attend classes to stay current on safety 

techniques, and learn new technology and better ways to perform their jobs. 

It’s just another way of showing we’re committed to our employees, 

members and community. 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

For more information on Touchstone Energy®, contact your local electric cooperative. 

We go to school too 



In this issue... 
Save money and the 
environment with en¬ 
ergy conservation 
 16b 

Get Charged! .. 16c 

Child safety 
 I6d 

“Can you hear me now?” 
he marketing cam¬ 

paign of Verizon 
Wireless Communi¬ 

cations has made that 
phrase a cultural icon. Un¬ 

fortunately, in Fairfield and 
many surrounding communities, 
the answer has been, “No.” 

Poor signals, interference and 
dropped calls have plagued mobile 
telephone users in the area. Com¬ 
pounding the problem was the fact 
that Verizon had no place to con¬ 
struct a tower for an antenna site. 

But thanks to an arrangement 
with Wayne-White Counties Electric, 
things have 
gotten better. 

WWCEC 
recently leased 
space on its ra¬ 
dio dispatching tower to Verizon so 
that an antenna could be installed 
to better serve the area. 

“By locating our equipment 
on (Wayne-White’s) tower, we have 
dramatically expanded coverage 
throughout the town of Fairfield 
and neighboring communities,” 
said Cheryl Bini, spokesperson for 
Verizon Wireless. “As a result, callers 
will have improved performance 
and better call quality.” 

The Verizon equipment was 
installed at the 215’ level of WW- 
CEC’s 275’ tower. That’s roughly 
the height equivalent of a 22 story 
building, which will allow signal 
to reach a much broader area. Ad¬ 
ditional equipment is housed in a 
building at the base of the tower. It 
includes a back-up generator that 
can operate the site, if necessary. 

The building itself weighs 
56,000 pounds, which required 
a special crane to move it and a 
poured concrete pad to prevent it 
from sinking into the ground. 

“This collaboration fits per¬ 
fectly with the cooperative spirit,” 
said Jerry Houser, vice president of 
member services for WWCEC. “In 
the early days of cooperatives, we 

veriTOn wireless 

were trying to enhance the qual¬ 
ity of life in rural America with the 
miracle of electricity. Today, the ru¬ 
ral landscape is energized, but with 
advances in telecommunications, 
some voids now exist there. We’re 
pleased to have been able to work 
with Verizon Wireless to bring that 
quality improvement to the area.” 
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SAVE MONEY AND THE INVIRONMENT 
By Shawn Wilcockson 

Energy efficiency creates three positive benefits at 
once. By lowering your utility bills, reducing pol¬ 

lution and increasing your comfort, you win and so 
does our planet. 

Did you know that the average household 
pays more money on energy bills than necessary? 
That’s right! You are paying for needless energy us¬ 
age because available energy conservation practices 
are not being implemented in your home. Learn 
more about energy conservation and you can begin 
saving money and helping the environment, all 
while making your home more comfortable. Here 
are some home energy-savings techniques to get 
you started. 

• Replace common incandescent bulbs with 
compact fluorescent lights. These bulbs use 
only about a third as much electricity and last 
10 times longer than regular bulbs. Another 
cost savings technique in lighting is to replace 
fixed outdoor lighting with a motion-detector 
equipped bulb. Outdoor lights left on all night 
can add unnecessary costs to your power bill. 

• Clean or replace furnace and air conditioning 
filters regularly, following manufacture’s instruc¬ 
tions. A clean filter can lower your air condition¬ 
er’s energy consumption by 5-15 percent. 

• Caulk or use expanding foam anywhere you 
find air leaks. 

• Install double-pane windows with low-e coatings. 
Add storm windows or use plastic film kits to im¬ 
prove single-pane windows. 

• Insulate your water heater and hot water pipes. 
The insulating jacket will reduce standby heat 
loss by 25-45 percent, saving 4-9 percent on 
your water heating bills. 

• Plant trees to shelter your home from the ele¬ 
ments. Provide effective shade for east and west 
windows. 

• Install ceiling or other fans to cut down on air con¬ 
ditioning costs. Air circulation keeps costs down. 

• Install a high-efficiency furnace/air conditioner 
or a geothermal heat pump. 

• Set your hot water heater no higher than 140° 
F (60° C) if you have a dishwasher. Otherwise, 
set it at 120° F (48° C). 

• Turn off electronics when not in use. Idle TVs 
and VCRs alone cost U.S. consumers $1 billion 
a year, or some $30 per household. 

• Do only full loads when using your clothes 
washer or dryer. Be sure to clean your clothes 
dryer’s lint trap after each use. On sunny days, 
hang your clothes out to dry. 

• Fix defective plumbing or dripping faucets. A 
single dripping hot water faucet can waste 212 
gallons of water a month. 

• Turn off lights when you leave a room. In the 
summer, lights add additional heating load to the 
home that your air conditioner must overcome. 

• Use a programmable thermostat. Rule of thumb for 
thermostat savings: For each degree you lower your 
thermostat in winter, you can save about 3 percent. 

• Purchase Energy Star rated products (refrigera¬ 
tors, dishwashers, washers and dryers, comput¬ 
ers and stereo equipment). These products 
provide higher energy-efficient capabilities. If 
over the next 15 years, Americans bought only 
Energy Star qualified products, we would shrink 
our energy bills by more than $ 100 billion. 

• Excerpted from www.energy.gov. 

WAYNE-WHin COUNTIES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 2003 RATE INCREASE 

Rate 1 - Regular Residential Rate: Rate 2 — Winter Residential Rate (for electric heat members): 

Facilities Fee $16.00 =$16.00 Facilities Fee $16.00 =$16.00 
1st 750 kwh x.100 =$75.00 1st 750 kwh x.100 =$75.00 
2nd 750 kwh x.089 =$66.75 2nd 750 kwh x.089 =$66.75 
over 1500 kwh x.079 over 1500 kwh x.050 

Minimum Bill $22.00 per month Minimum Bill $22.00 per month 

Tax = kwhs X.0032. 
(Consumption used in the months of November through April. Because 
billing is two months behind, payment will be January through June.) 
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Just in time for the new school year, the Illinois 
Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives are making 

it easier for area schools to teach about electricity 
and electric cooperatives. Through a partnership 
between Touchstone Energy Cooperatives and Dis¬ 
covery Channel School, the co-ops around the state 
are embarking on a campaign to ensure that middle 
and junior high school students in Illinois receive a 
quality education on electricity—its beginnings to its 
importance in today’s world. By streamlining the vast 
amounts of information on electricity and the impor¬ 
tant role cooperatives played in bringing this com¬ 
modity to rural America, students are able to easily 
digest the lesson plans in this educational campaign. 

Through this community outreach program— 
called Get Charged! Electricity and You —The Illi¬ 
nois Touchstone Energy Cooperatives are providing 
middle and junior high schools with a comprehen¬ 
sive kit of educational materials focusing on electrici¬ 
ty, a component of the National Academy of Science’s 
National Science Education Standards (NSES). While 
individual states differ in their implementation and 
assessment of standards, they often base science top¬ 
ics on the NSES. Developed by teachers, scientists, 
science educators, and other experts, the standards 
for grades K-12 describe what students should un¬ 
derstand and be able to do in various science catego¬ 
ries. 

“Providing our local schools with an effective 
educational resource on electricity and the vital 
efforts rural electric co-ops put forth in bringing 
power to the people all across America exemplihes 
our commitment to community,” says Nancy Nixon, 
Marketing Administrator at the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives in Springfield. She adds, “By 
investing in our local students’ education, our co¬ 
ops ensure that their members, both households 
and businesses, can continue to count on them to 
provide them with more than just electricity.” 

Each complimentary Get Charged! kit, contains 
the following educational materials: 
■ Poster for classroom use 
■ Two Videos: 

Understanding: Electricity 
Touchstone Energy’s Our Story 

■ Interactive CD-ROM featuring electricity 
■ Lesson Plan: Get Power - The Cooperative Way 
■ 10-Student Activity Books 
■ Electricity Teachers Resource Guide 
■ Customizable letter to parents and schools ex¬ 
plaining the educational program 

“Our co-ops’ involvement in Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives’ partnership with Discovery Channel 
School allows them to participate with the many 
other electric co-ops committing educational re¬ 
sources to the schools co-ops serve,” says Nixon. 
“And in a time when schools and teachers are strug¬ 
gling with reduced resources and aging materials, 
it’s refreshing to know that their students will have 
access to such fresh and exciting interactive materi¬ 
als they might not otherwise be able to afford with¬ 
out assistance from the co-ops.” 

For more information on the Get Charged! 
program, contact your local electric coopera¬ 
tive, or Nancy Nixon at the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives at (217) 529-5561 or 
nnixon@aiec.coop. 

ir 
V | ^ 

uring the month of July, Wayne White Counties 
Electric Cooperative’s (WWCEC) VP of Member Ser 

vices, Jerry Houser took the cooperative to the fair; 
that is, the county fair. Jerry set up a WWCEC booth 

at each of the Hamilton, Wayne, Edwards, and White county 
fairaPTie booth featured information about the cooperative, heat¬ 
ing and cooling technologies, right-of-ways management, and tree 
selection and care. Jerry was there each night to answer questions 
about WWCEC. A steady supply of information, literature, and 
free gifts were available to fair goers. “Its just another way we get 
to meet our members” said Jerry. 
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How to protect your child from electrical accidents 
he tendency of small children 

to stick their fingers in places 
where they don’t belong can 

sometimes create a problem 
for mom or dad. But the result 

can be much more serious - in 
the form of a painful experience, or 
even a fatality - when children poke 
around electrical outlets. 

To prevent your child from receiving 
an electrical shock, the Leviton Institute sug¬ 
gests that you cover exposed electrical outlets with 
protective devices. There are many types to choose 
from, including outlet caps that completely close off 
unused outlets, tamper-resistant outlets, and tamper- 
resistant wallplates and adaptors. The latter allow you 
to use an outlet, while preventing a child from poking 
fingers, pencils or other objects inside of it. 

“You can’t be too careful when protecting small 
children from potentially harmful electrical devices 
and appliances,” suggests Dave Mastrone, a spokes¬ 
person for the Leviton Institute. “Small children are 
naturally curious, and they simply don’t understand 
the power of electricity.” 

A favorite target of babies and toddlers are power 
cords, which they are apt to place in their mouth and 
chew. Consequently, parents should replace a worn 
or frayed electrical cord with one having an appro¬ 
priate length. An even better idea is to keep young 
children away from cords altogether, since a child can 
actually choke on as little as 12 inches of cord. 

Electrocution on the farm 

Children also love to tug on loose electri¬ 
cal cords. As a result, they can knock over a 

lamp, appliance or telephone, and injure 
themselves in the process. To prevent 
these types of accidents, the Leviton Insti¬ 
tute suggests that all cords be placed out 
of the reach of small hands and that cord 
shorteners not be used to eliminate any 

loose wires. 
Here are additional safety tips to help 

protect your child from injury: 
■ Make sure there’s a light bulb in every lamp sock¬ 

et. 
■ When portable fans, clothes irons, space heaters 

and the like are not in use, be sure to unplug 
them and put them away. 

■ If your fuse boxes are within reach of a small 
child, padlock them shut, and place the key in a 
safe place accessible only to adults. 

■ Use extension cords only for temporary power, 
not as substitutes for well-placed receptacles. 

■ Use night lights to illuminate darkened areas of 
your home. 

■ Use a switch extender wallplate which helps 
youngsters reach wall switches to turn lights on 
and off. 
As the saying goes, an ounce of prevention is 

worth a pound of cure. That’s especially true when it 
comes to home electricity. 

Source: The Leviton Institute. 

lectrocution is 
quick and deadly, 

and may be one of 
the most overlooked 

hazards on the farm. Ev- 
ery year, 62 farm workers in 
the United States are killed by 
electrocution. In 1991, two Iowa 
farm workers were killed and 
two others were injured in acci¬ 
dents involving electricity. 

Portable grain augers, over¬ 
sized wagons, large combines 
and other tall or cumbersome 
equipment easily can contact 
overhead power lines. The result 
is electrocution of anyone on the 
equipment. 

To eliminate your hazards of 
electrocution: 

Always lower a portable 
grain auger before you move 
it, even if only a few feet. 
Keep all objects at least 10 
feet away from overhead 
lines. Know where all over¬ 
head power lines are located 
on your property and inform 
all workers about them. 
Plan your route between 
fields, to bins and eleva¬ 
tors, and on public roads so 
that you avoid low-hanging 
power lines. If someone else 
transports large equipment, 
always specify a safe route 
and explain why certain 
routes must be taken. 
Be sure you and everyone 
else in your operation know 
what to do in an emergency. 

If equipment gets hung up 
on a power line, the opera¬ 
tor should NOT get off the 
machinery unless in immedi¬ 
ate danger. If the operator 
touches the ground and the 
equipment at the same time, 
he or she will become a 
channel for electricity. 
If you must leave the equip¬ 
ment, jump as far away from 
the machinery as possible. 
Never get back on machinery 
that touches a power line 
until the utility company dis¬ 
connects the line. 
Investigate the possibility of 
burying power lines in heav¬ 
ily used areas on the farm, 
such as around grain bins. 

w UNTO 
ayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative’s office will be closed Monday, September 1, 
in observance of Labor Day. 
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COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 

ctober is National 
Co-op Month. Wayne- 

White Counties Electric 
Cooperative is proud to 

fi, participate as a cooperative 
fur the past 68 years. But what 

does it mean to be a cooperative? 
What sets a co-op apart from other 
types of business? Why is it that a 
cooperative is the preferred type of 
business to do business with? 

Cooperatives provide goods 
and services that 
may not otherwise 
be available, or at 
least, unavailable 
at a reasonable 
price. In our case, 
our cooperative 
provides electric¬ 
ity, but 48,000 
cooperatives all 
over the country provide housing, 
child care, healthcare, groceries, 
hardware, telecommunications and 
financial services. 

When you purchase something 
from a cooperative, you are more 
than a customer - you are a mem¬ 
ber in that business. As a member, 
we are accountable to you. This 
arrangement results in more com¬ 
petitive pricing, reliability and ef¬ 
ficiency. 

Through the cooperative form 
of business, we all become some¬ 
thing more than just buyers and 

sellers. We are full participants in 
the free enterprise system. Our 
members not only buy goods and 
services from the cooperative, they 
also own the business. By using 
their combined power to invest 
their capital and operate their own 
business, they provide themselves 
and others with goods and services 
and share the benefits. 

Members have a voice in their 
co-op. You can help dictate the fu¬ 
ture of the cooperative. Make.your 
voice heard! If you don’t like what 
your cooperative is doing, let us 
know. After all, you are an owner in 
this business. 

Cooperatives are socially re¬ 
sponsible organizations. We are 
dedicated to improving the quality- 
of-life, not only for our members, 
but for the communities where we 

live and serve. Cooper¬ 
atives give community 
members opportuni¬ 
ties to develop their 
leadership skills. Many 
community leaders 
have gotten their start 
at their electric coop¬ 
erative. Many employ¬ 
ees volunteer time as 

coaches, school board members, or 
serve on their local fire departments 
or ambulance crews. 

Earlier in this century, the U.S. 
Congress, by law, confirmed coop¬ 
eratives' role in the mainstream of 
American business. That wisdom 
has been tested and proven correct 
year after year, and today coopera¬ 
tive businesses are an irreplaceable 
part of our economy. As we look 
around, we can see many examples 
of how cooperatives have enriched 
our communities, large and small, 
and have contributed to our shared 
prosperity. 

Business trends go up and 
down, and fads and fashions spring 
up and fade away. But cooperative 
business produces an enduring eco¬ 
nomic liberty for all people. That 
liberty is worthy of celebrating and 
preserving. 
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ooperative members from all 
across the nation come together 

every October in celebration of Na- 
tional Cooperative Month. This month 

M is dedicated to the principles that define 
the cOperatives and the member-owned basis in 
which they were founded. A cooperative is created by 
the constituents of a community who come together 
to provide quality goods and services within their 
community. The primary purpose for such a business 
is to allow the member-owners to have a say in how 
the cooperative is run and to collectively receive the 
benefits. 

Shared values and services are the major con¬ 
cerns for cooperatives, not profits, hence the reason 
they are increasingly successful. More than 120 mil¬ 
lion people are members of cooperatives and more 
than 47,000 cooperatives exist in the United States 
alone. It is a sign of the changing times and the need 
for citizens to take control of the productivity of busi¬ 
nesses in their communities. Co-ops also provide 
the consumer with a wider variety of choices and 
minimize product cost. Cooperatives are able to offer 
goods and services to the consumers at reasonable 
prices because consumers use their combined power 
to invest their capital and operate their own busi¬ 
nesses. 

Cooperatives differ from the traditional forms of 
business because of the seven Cooperative Principles 
that define their organization and express their direct 
responsibility to their member-owners. They are: 

Q Voluntary and open membership 
Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, open 
to all persons able to use their services and will¬ 
ing to accept the responsibilities of membership. 

Q Democratic member control 
Cooperatives are democratic organization 
controlled by their members, who actively 
participate in setting their policies and making 
decisions. Men and women serving as elected 
representatives are accountable to the member¬ 
ship. 

tl Members’ economic participation 
Members contribute equally to, and democrati- 
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cally control, the capital of their cooperative. At 
least part of that capital is usually the common 
property of the cooperative. They usually receive 
limited compensation, if any, on capital sub¬ 
scribed as a condition of membership. 

Q Autonomy and independence 
Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help orga¬ 
nizations controlled by their members. If they 
enter into agreements with other organizations, 
including governments, or raise capital from ex¬ 
ternal sources, they do so on terms that ensure 
democratic control by their members and main¬ 
tain their cooperative autonomy. 

Q Education, training and information 
Cooperatives provide education and training for 
their members, elected representatives, manag¬ 
ers and employees so they can contribute effec¬ 
tively to the development of the cooperative. 

Q Cooperation among cooperatives 
Cooperatives serve their members most effec¬ 
tively and strengthen the cooperative movement 
by working together through local, national, re¬ 
gional and international structures. 

WH Concern for the community 
While focusing on member needs, cooperatives 
work for community development through poli¬ 
cies accepted by their members. 

Cooperative businesses are comprised of people 
from various socio-economic backgrounds that are 
willing participants in a free enterprise system. Co¬ 
ops are empowering because through co-ops people 
achieve together what they could not accomplish 
alone. 

Cooperatives are succeeding because they bring 
together a community. They bring people together 
for electricity, groceries, hardware, telephone, health 
care, housing, telecommunications or financial ser¬ 
vices. And in the overall spirit of togetherness, coop¬ 
eratives give us a sense of pride in our communities 
and ourselves. So in celebration of National Coop¬ 
erative Month let us visualize the continued overall 
success that cooperatives bring into each and every 
one of our lives. 



Watch for signs of electrical overloading during summer 
eeping cool in the 

hot, humid weath¬ 
er places a great 

demand on home 
and office electrical 

systems. Overloaded electrical 
circuits and faulty equipment and 
wiring can start fires and cause 
injury or even death. 

“Older homes and buildings 
with outdated electrical wiring 
and systems are at greater risk 
of dangerous deterioration and 
becoming overloaded,” says 
Molly Hall, Director of the Safe 
Electricity program. “The wiring 
of many homes is not equipped 
to properly handle and support 
the increased electrical demands 
of present-day homes and offices. 
This can cause not only inconve¬ 
nient power outages, but hazard¬ 
ous conditions.” 

According to statistics from 
the National Fire Protection As¬ 
sociation, nearly one-third of an 
average 406,700 residential fires 
per year were related to electrical 
distribution or appliances and 
equipment. Fires related to heat¬ 
ing and air condition systems, 
alone, account for more than 
10 percent of this total. These 
residential electrical fires cause 
an annual average of 860 deaths, 
4,875 injuries and nearly $1.3 bil¬ 
lion in property damage. 

“A home electrical inspec¬ 
tion to find and correct hidden 
hazards could prevent many of 
these tragedies,” says Hall. “The 
time and investment in a having 
a qualified electrician check your 
residence, and performing a few 
home repairs and upgrades are 
small in comparison to the pro¬ 
tection and safety they provide to 
your family and home.” 

Safe Electricity recommends 
an electrical system inspection 
for all dwellings 40 years old or 
older and for all existing homes 
at the time of sale. A few ways to 
determine if your home needs an 
electrical inspection include: 

■ Major renovation or major new 
appliances have been added in 
the last 10 years 

■ Lights often flicker, blink or 
dim momentarily 

■ Circuit breakers trip or fuses 
blow often 

■ Cords or wall plates that are 
warm to the touch or discol¬ 
ored 

■ Crackling, sizzling or buzzing is 
heard from outlets 

■ Extension cords or multiple 
power strips are permanently 
in use 

“Avoid using extension cords 
on a continual basis,” Hall recom¬ 
mends. “Use them only tempo¬ 
rarily and make sure the cords 
are good condition - not frayed, 
stretched or worn - and out of 
the path of foot traffic. Never use 
an extension cord for air condi¬ 
tioners, electric heaters or even 
fans.” 

“Remove and keep all electri¬ 
cal cords from behind baseboards 
and beneath carpets and furni¬ 
ture,” stresses Hall. “This is a 
major fire hazard.” 

If electrical items to be 
plugged in are close together, 
use a plug bar or surge protector. 
But make sure not to overload 
the electrical circuit, which can 
create a fire hazard. 

In addition to ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlets, 
designed for protection from 
electrical shocks, Safe Electricity 
encourages homeowners to have 
a professional install arc fault 
circuit interrupter (AFCI) outlets 
in bedrooms. AFCI is a relatively 
new technology to address elec¬ 
trical fire hazards. Most local 
codes now require these outlets 
in new residential construction. 

No matter the season, or age 
of homes, residents should be 
vigilant and continually check for 
electrical hazards such as cracked 
or fraying electrical cords; over¬ 
loaded outlets and circuits; and 
improper wattage light bulbs in 

lamps and light fixtures. 
“And always make sure smoke 

alarms are placed and function¬ 
ing properly,” Hall emphasizes. 

For more information 
visit the Web site 
www.SafeElectricity.org. 
Safe Electricity is a statewide 
electrical safety public awareness 
program created by a coalition of 
more than three dozen organiza¬ 
tions, including the University of 
Illinois, electric companies and 
electric cooperatives from across 
the state. All are members of the 
Illinois Electric Council, a not-for 
profit organization dedicated to 
promoting electric safety and ef¬ 
ficiency. 
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Wayne-White Counties is ready for storm damage—are you? 
llinois is known 

rto have its share of 
storms. Ice and snow, 

wind and showers—either 
it unfortunately means some 
lyne-White Counties Electric 

Cooperative’s members could 
experience electric outages. 

‘At Wayne-White Counties, 
we do everything we can to pre¬ 
vent outages,” said Rick Colgan, 
CEO of the cooperative. “But 
when you maintain around 3,500 
miles of electric line, occasional 
outages are inevitable. So we also 
work hard to minimize the im¬ 
pact on our customers and to get 
the power back on as quickly as 
possible.” 

Colgan said Wayne-White 
Counties is constantly making im¬ 
provements to the cooperative’s 
distribution lines and equipment 
to prevent outages and minimize 
the impact when they occur. 

For example, Wayne-White 
Counties employs a certified 
arborist to ensure trees are 
trimmed responsibly. (Branches 
on power lines cause outages— 
and even the touch of a branch 

to a line can cause a blink.) 
When an outage does occur, 

Wayne-White Counties’ linemen 
are equipped with global posi¬ 
tioning system (GSP) devices. 
These systems use satellites to 
help the linemen locate the out¬ 
age more quickly and restore 
power sooner. 

Ongoing system upgrades 
are also part of the cooperative’s 
strategy. Wayne-White Counties’ 
five-year plan includes system 
upgrades such as new lines and 
substation enhancements. These 
improvements allow the coopera¬ 
tive to reroute power, tempo¬ 
rarily restoring power to some 
customers while permanent re¬ 
pairs are made. 

“Wayne-White Counties is 
prepared for outages, and our 
members should be, too,” Col¬ 
gan said. “Cooperative members 
should have their own strategies 
for dealing with a power loss un¬ 
til we can restore electricity.” 

Here are some tips to re¬ 
member if you experience an 
electric outage: 

First, make sure the problem 
is not in your home. Check 
your service panel or fuse 
box to see if a breaker has 
been tripped or a fuse blown. 
Contact your neighbors to 
find out how widespread the 
outage is. 
Phone Wayne-White Counties 
at (618) 842-2196. Don’t as¬ 
sume your neighbors will call 
the cooperative. After all, they 
might assume that you’re go¬ 
ing to call. 
Make sure your electric 
equipment is surge-protected 
to guard against lightning 
strikes. Sensitive devices such 
as computers and televisions 
are particularly vulnerable. 
Never go near a downed 
power line, even if it looks 
like it’s not a live wire. Call 
Wayne-White Counties at 
(618) 842-2196. 
Never enter a substation. If 
you have a question or com¬ 
ment regarding one of Wayne- 
White Counties’ substations, 
call (618) 842-2196. 

tmagine, 1,000 pork burgers; 350 brats; 850 peo 
>le—all in celebration of 50 years in service. 
August, Wayne-White Counties Electric . „ 
>erative celebrated 50 years of service to 
mity from the building it has occupied 

since 1953. 
“It was our chance to give a little something 

back to the community that has been so good to us 
and the customers who have been so loyal for the 
past five decades,” said Rick Colgan, CEO for the 
cooperative. “This was a great opportunity 
for our employees and board members to 
meet with consumers and others from the 
community in a festive environment.” 

Entertainment and refreshments were 
provided, including the previous mentioned 
tally of sandwiches. And, as the photos indi¬ 
cate, a good time obviously was had by all! 
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The power of human connections is a powerful 
thing. We give thanks to you our 

co-op members, our family. 

Touchstone Energy1 

Cooperatives 

CEO Reflections 

D uring this season of 
I Thanksgiving, I wanted 
to take a few minutes 

to reflect on the many blessings I’ve 
enjoyed this year and say, “Thanks.” 

First, thanks to the 13,749 
member-owners of WWCEC who 
have welcomed me into this com¬ 
munity. Having been on board as 
part of the management team for 
just over a year, I’m still learning 
much about the region. But you all 
have been so warm and accommo¬ 
dating to me and my family. We’re 
home here. 

And speaking of that manage¬ 
ment team, my thanks to them for 
helping guide us through some 
rocky days earlier in the year in 
dealing with a financial situation 

NOVEMBER 2003 

that required us to increase rates for 
the first time in 10 years. 

In a similar vein, thanks to all 
of the employees of this coopera¬ 
tive who adopted a spirit of broth¬ 
erhood and sisterhood in making 
things work out through our labor 
contract negotiations. 

Thanks also to the businesses 
and governments in the communi¬ 
ties we serve that have demonstrat¬ 
ed so much leadership during the 
troubling economic times facing the 
region, state and nation. There is 
tremendous talent here; we should 
all be grateful for it. 

And a special thanks to the 
members of our board of directors 
who had enough faith in me to en¬ 
trust me with this truly marvelous 
opportunity. I won’t let you down. 

2003 has been a memorable 
year for a number of reasons. 
13,749 consumers, hundreds of 
community leaders, 51 dedicated 
employees, nine board members 
and seven department managers. 
It all adds up to one great coopera¬ 
tive. Thank you all and peace be 
with you and your families during 
the holidays. 
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Headway from Right-of-Way Department tast April, Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Co¬ 
operative’s Right- 

y (ROW) program ex- 
id embraced some new 

technologies and methods for 
preventative maintenance. The 
new program is innovative and 
goals have been set on a four- 
year timeline. Combined with an 
ambitious work plan for 2003, 
WWCEC members will soon be 
the proud owners of one of the 
best transmission systems, and a 
top-notch preventative system for 
ROW concerns. 

“It may be in the beginning 
stages, but once the improve¬ 
ments are made the wait and 
work will be worth it,” said Jim 
Gifford, Manager of Right-of-Way 
at Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative. “We don’t want to 
hurry this program. We re doing 
it right. We re asking permission 
and getting good clearance.” 
Gifford also is a certified arbor¬ 
ist utility specialist. He has been 
spearheading this effort with sev¬ 
eral services that work in unison 
for maximum effectiveness. 

Four-year cycle pruning is the 
big picture plan. WWCEC owns 
and operates 25 substations, 21 of 
which are on the four-year cycle 
pruning plan. ROW crews prune 
5.25 substations a year. These sub¬ 
station circuits won't have to be 
pruned again for the remainder of 
the cycle. This allows crews to main¬ 
tain a regular schedule of pruning 
for these substations and still be 
available for other ROW requests. 

The Brontosaurus comes in 
next; a powerful and impressive 
combination of a large track hoe 
with a specialty Brown’s mulch¬ 
ing head. WWCEC recently con¬ 
tracted two of these behemoths 
to work in areas that are too 
dense for manual clearing. 

If you happen by one of 
these machines on your drive 
home, you’ll be witness to an 
extraordinary sight: Brontos, as 
the ROW staff has affectionately 
dubbed them, can mulch a tree 
up to 18 inches in diameter in 
moments. The Bronto can start 
quite a stir, but don’t worry, WW¬ 
CEC employs the best operators 
and foremen who can contain the 
mulching output at safe levels. 
Though not as physically impos¬ 
ing, the next measures are tech¬ 
nologically advanced. Asplundh 
has been a long-time partner with 
WWCEC in the ROW program 
and the partnership has been 
continued with two contracted 
crews scheduled to perform foliar 
spray. This foliar spray covers ar¬ 
eas where the Brontosaurus has 
been, and prevents new growth. 
Instead of sending crews back to 
maintain the work of the Bronto, 
the spray can prevent significant 
growth for several years. 

Another form of spray being 
used is called Basil Treatment. 
Basil is used primarily in private 
right-of-ways, where lines run 
off-road or across fields. The 
treatment is applied using a low- 
pressure spray that can be carried 
in a backpack sprayer. 

Office closing 

0 
Our offices will be closed 

Tuesday, November 11 

for Veterans Day and 

Thursday and Friday 

November 27and23 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday 

The third form of spraying is 
cut stump treatment. This treat¬ 
ment is similar to the basil treat¬ 
ment, but is specifically used on 
cut stumps to prevent sprouts 
from growing back and creating 
more right-of-way problems. As 
with the basil treatment, when 
applied correctly, it can work 
to prevent growth that would 
require maintenance for several 
years to come. 

WWCEC also has two in- 
house trimming crews; one is 
based in Fairfield and one in En¬ 
field. They work upon member 
requests. These requests might 
be for removing limbs, tree trim¬ 
ming or a complete tree removal. 

These in-house crews also 
clear lines scheduled for re-con- 
version and ROWs where new 
lines are being built. This part¬ 
nering with line crews creates the 
best environment for a safe line 
and good transmission. 

“We re proud of this pro¬ 
gram. It’s innovative and utilizes 
the best of technology in Right-of- 
Way,” says Gifford. “Though it will 
be a couple of years before the 
direct effects are recognizable, 
this is a step that will maximize 
value for our member-owners 
years into the future.” 

If you are interested in End¬ 
ing out more about ROW and 
your trees or would like a con¬ 
sultation with one of WWCEC’s 
certihed arborists, call the main 
office at (618) 842-2196. 

Wayne-White is a National 
Arbor Day Foundation Tree Line 
USA Utility and a member of Proj¬ 
ect Habitat, a wildlife enhance¬ 
ment program. 

Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 

Route 15 West 
PO. Drawer E 

Fairfield, Illinois 62837 

(618) 842-2196 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Web address: www.wwcec.com 
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Preening and pruning: 
safety trims also achieve 
aesthetic appeal, value 

ayne-White 
Counties Electric 

may be calling 
on you soon to schedule a little 
trim for your trees. Don’t worry! 
These trims encourage safe envi¬ 
ronments for you, your children 
and your Wayne-White service 
people. And they increase value 
for the consumer by preventing 
loss of power. 

Trees are one of our greatest 
natural resources. They improve 
the environment and healthy 
trees can increase property 
value. Unfortunately, if not prop¬ 
erly maintained, trees can also 
become a hazard: especially near 
power lines. Wind can blow and 
stray branches rub against elec¬ 
tric lines causing a loss of power, 
or worse, unhealthy trees can fall 
and bring down lines as well as 
poles, creating a dangerous situ¬ 
ation on the ground. 

Wayne-White prevents these 
kinds of accidents by schedul¬ 
ing regular trims and evaluations 
with arborists. These arborists are 
specialists in the most effective 
methods for pruning trees. There 
are several special techniques 
used for different situations to 
maximize safety and transmission 
while encouraging healthy trees. 

Some electric consumers 
worry about these routine main¬ 
tenance trims because they may 
have seen the effects of “top¬ 
ping,” which involves cutting 
branches back to stubs. Topping 
is a harmful pruning practice also 
known as “heading,” “tipping,” 
“hat-racking” or “rounding over.” 

Topping is not only unsightly 
and harmful to trees, this prac¬ 
tice can also create more safety 
hazards than it prevents. Top¬ 
ping removes so much of the 
crown that it upsets an older 

tree’s crown-to-root ratio and 
temporarily cuts off its food mak¬ 
ing ability. A tree’s crown serves 
as an umbrella that shields the 
tree and neighboring trees from 
the sun. Removing the crown 
exposes the bark of the trees to 
sun scald, which can cause poor 
health or even death of a tree. 
Topping makes a tree vulner¬ 
able to invasion from insects and 
decay fungi. Finally, the wood 
of a new limb, that sprouts after 
a larger limb is stubbed during 
topping, is more weakly attached 
than a limb that develops nor¬ 
mally. This creates an increased 
hazard to the power lines. As a 
consumer and homeowner, you 
can be assured that WWCEC 
does everything possible to pro¬ 
tect your trees through partner¬ 
ships with the arborists on staff. 
In addition to the system WW¬ 
CEC has in place for pruning 
trees, we also want to encourage 
you to be proactive in planning 
the placement of future trees: 

• Consider the type of tree and 
height potential when you are 
planting or placing a new tree. 

• Don’t forget that services to 
your home can be delivered 
by overhead lines and under¬ 
ground lines in the cases of 
water, sewer and natural gas. 

• Call your utilities and service 
providers to find the location 
of these lines before planting. 

Wayne-White is proactive 
about tree issues and we want our 
member-owners to be as well. For 
more information on the methods 
of trimming, the destructive prac¬ 
tice of topping, planning for your 
trees or to schedule an evaluation 
with a staff arborist, please contact 
the main office. 

Work plan 
progresses 

with financial 
responsibility 

ou may notice 
some changes 

around the 
WWCEC service area, 

including fewer outages. 
Over the past three years the 
co-op has been upgrading 
the system aggressively. Con¬ 
sider some of the stats: 

• two-thirds of the planned 
line re-conversion has al¬ 
ready been completed; 

• new lines are being placed 
in more efficient locations; 

• 118,056 feet of new line 
has been installed as 
of September 17; 

Thanks to an ambitious 
new work plan, consumers 
can expect the improvements 
will continue. 

The progress of the 
work plan is impressive, 
and another reason WWCEC 
members will appreciate it 
is the fiscally responsible ap¬ 
proach. According to Erin 
Halley, Vice President of 
Engineering at WWCEC, the 
capital required to complete 
the plan has been well-bud¬ 
geted and more financial 
planning has taken place to 
assure the plan’s success. 

Halley also spoke highly 
of the WWCEC employees 
and contractors who have 
been involved in the process. 
“The speed in which the plan 
was put together and two- 
thirds of the line re-conver¬ 
sion has been completed by 
in house employees reflects 
volumes on their work 
ethics,” said Halley. 
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Weatherizing for winter 
utumn is a wonderful 
time of changing leaves 
and crisp weather that 
tempts the first sweat¬ 

ers out of hiding and out of doors. 
Fall also signals the coming of win¬ 
ter. Frost and powdery snow will 
soon surround bright homes with 
toasty warm families inside. 

As this winter approaches, be 
sure that your home will stay warm 
and energy efficient with some sug¬ 
gestions Wayne-White Counties Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative has for weatherizing. 

Some simple steps will go a 
long way. Check your fireplace 
damper and make sure that when 
the fireplace isn’t in use, the damp¬ 
er is closed. Also replace air filters 
on any furnace or air conditioning 
units. Locate all vents in your home 
and be sure that none are blocked 
by carpet or furniture. 

Next, check your home for 
drafts or air leaks. Outside air can 
penetrate your home in many ways. 
The usual suspects for cold drafts 
are under-the-door drafts, mail 
chutes and window frames. But 
don’t forget to check less familiar 
areas such as outdoor water fau¬ 
cets, dryer vents that pass through 
walls, or vents and fans. 

Caulking is the first line of 
defense against drafts. Caulk can 
be used on a variety of locations in 
your home such as windows, doors, 
faucets, ceiling fixtures, water pipes. 

drains, bathtubs and other plumb¬ 
ing. The bonus is that this easy step 
when applied to such plumbing 
also helps prevent water damage. 

When planning for drafts near 
doors and windows that you do 
not wish to caulk, there are several 
weather strip varieties that can be 
used for your weatherizing project. 

Experts agree that the invest¬ 
ment made on weatherizing your 
home is returnable within one year 
with resulting energy savings. This 
conservancy of our resources will 
benefit not just your family, but the 
entire cooperative network. Don’t 
forget that weatherizing your home 
will help with drafts, but there’s no 
replacement for proper insulation. 

Suggestions in this article 
come from the U.S. Department of 
Energy. For more information on 
hard-to-locate leaks, the correct 
type of caulking for your home or 
tests for assessing air quality, visit 
the Department of Energy Web 
site at www.eere.energy.gov/er/ 
factsheets/weatherizehtm. Other 
resources and links on weatheriz¬ 
ing can also be found there. 

Suggestions for using Caulk: 

• Always clean the surface to be 
caulked for good adhesion and 
first remove any old caulk or paint 
using a putty knife or screwdriver. 

• Make sure the area is dry before 
application. 

• Maintain a 45° angle, and a 
continuous stream of applica¬ 
tion for best results. 

• For maximum draft protection, 
check to make sure the caulk ad¬ 
heres to both sides of the crack or 
leak. If caulk seeps out of a crack, 
push it back in with a putty knife. 

Whenever using caulk and 
chemical sealants, remember to 
make sure the area is well-venti¬ 
lated. Always do an air-assessment 
before beginning a caulking project. 

Weather strip tips 

• Door sweeps are an easy and in¬ 
expensive way to seal leaks. They 
can be installed by you at home 
and many can be adjusted for un¬ 
even thresholds. 

• Magnetic weather strips are ap¬ 
plied to the top and sides of 
doors, double-hung and sliding 
window channels. They are very 
effective and moderately priced. 

Tape, non-porous closed-cell 
foam or open-cell foam or EDPM 
(Ethylene Propylene Diene Mono¬ 
mer rubber) is another easy to install 
and inexpensive option. Tape should 
be used for top and bottoms of win¬ 
dow sashes, door frames, attic hatch¬ 
es and windows that don’t open. 
Tape is especially effective for block¬ 
ing comers and irregular cracks. 

Students encouraged to apply for2004 
IEC Memorial Scholarship 

ayne White Counties 
Electric Cooperative 
President/CEO Rick Col- 

»an has announced that for the ninth 
"consecutive year the Illinois electric 
cooperatives will award $1,000 aca¬ 
demic scholarships to high school 
seniors. The four scholarships are 
being awarded through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of Illi¬ 
nois are eligible to participate in the 
program. Three of the four scholar¬ 
ships will be awarded to the child 

of an electric cooperative member. 
The other $1,000 award will go to 
the child of an electric cooperative 
director or employee. Deadline for 
applications to be returned to the 
cooperative is January71, 2004. 

“The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to assist electric coopera¬ 
tive youth while honoring past rural 
electric leaders through memorial 
gifts,” said Colgan. “Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative and 
the other Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives want to make a difference in 
their communities. One of the best 
ways we can do that is by lending a 

hand to our youth.” 
Candidates are judged on the 

basis of grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, work 
and volunteer experience, school 
and civic activities, and a short 
essay, which demonstrates their 
knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
program was established in 1994 by 
the board of directors of the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. For further information on the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, 
contact the cooperative or ask your 
high school guidance counselor. 
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from the employees, staff and directors 
of Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 

and Wayne White Propane 

Wayne White Counties Electric Cooperative 
will be closed Wednesday, December 24 and 

Thursday, December 25 for the Christmas 
Holiday and Thursday, January 1, 2004 

for New Year’s Day. 

■Have a safe and happy holiday! 

Co-op Christmas 
tree service  
CEO Reflections... 
Safe Lighting  

The twelve stains 
of Christmas  
The legend of the 
Christmas tree.... 
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Co-op offers Christmas Tree service 

ne way Wayne-White 
Coun-ties Electric Co¬ 

operative (WWCEC) wishes its 
members a Merry Christmas is 
by helping them dispose of their 
Christmas trees. We will again 
offer this service the first week 
of January 

WWCEC will be chipping 
Christmas trees at five loca¬ 
tions in our service territory: 
city park, Wayne City; Ham¬ 

ilton County Fairgrounds, 
McLeansboro; White County 
Fairgrounds, Carmi; Edwards 
County Fairgrounds, Albion; 
Wayne County/City of Fairfield, 
at Wayne-White Electric. 

All those wishing to have 
their trees shredded instead of 
burning them or throwing them 
in a ditch, please have it at the 
designated location before the 
scheduled chipping date. 
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CEO Reflections 

The Christmas season is 
about children. From 

Christ’s birth in a manger 2,000 
years ago to opening presents 
at Grandma’s house last year, 
Christmas is about children. Al¬ 
ways has been; always will be. 

Yes, it is a season of gift giv¬ 
ing and a time to bask in the joy 
of being with family. But such 
celebration is rooted in the tra¬ 
dition of that first Christmas— 
the gift giving then, the meaning 
behind it and the importance 

of family as a widely dissimilar 
group of people brought to¬ 
gether by common beliefs for 
a great glory. 

I heard a story recently of a 
committee of some of the great¬ 
est minds in the world brought 
together to devise a modern mes¬ 
sage for people to rally around 
in terms of one viewpoint that 
could tie diverse nations and di¬ 
verse people together. 

After weeks of listing points 
of discussion and philosophies 
that had common ties, the group 
whittled the laundry list to one 
page; then to one paragraph; then 
to one phrase: treat others as you 
would have them treat you. 

Sounds familiar, doesn’t 
it? In my childhood days, we 
learned a similar phrase. It was 
the Golden Rule: do unto others 
as you would have them do unto 
you. Obviously, people in the 

Safe Lighting, Dright Holidays 

winkling, festive lights are 
inexpensive and popular way 
celebrate the holidays and 

decorate your home. Whether 
you’re going all out, or look¬ 
ing for a simple touch, here are 
some suggestions to make sure 
you don’t end up with a safety 
nightmare. 
As you’re planning for decora¬ 
tions, consider whether you'll 
use a live tree or an artificial 
one. If you buy a live tree, only 
purchase the freshest, greenest 
tree, and make sure to keep it 
well watered. Don’t place trees 
near fireplaces, heat registers, 
radiators or television sets. 

Purchase lights for your 
tree that have been safety tested 
and approved by Underwriters 
Laboratory (UL). Look for the 
UL label on the box and on each 
string. Also, never use damaged 
strings. Before plugging lights 

in, check each string for broken 
bulbs or sockets, frayed cords, 
or faulty plugs. 

Only use extension cords 
that are in good condition and 
rated to carry the electrical load 
you will use. Avoid placing cords 
in high-traffic areas—even under 
rugs or carpets. If you use an 
extension cord, remember they 
are only for temporary use. 

When using lights outside, 
be sure to purchase lights that 
are intended for outdoor use. 
Avoid attaching cords or lights 
to metal objects; and as with in¬ 
door lights, keep the cords out 
of the paths of swinging doors 
and off sidewalks or walkways. 

Always plug outdoor lights 
into a ground fault circuit inter¬ 
rupter (GFCI). If your outlets 

“think tank” thought it was as ap¬ 
propriate today as the speaker of 
the phrase originally did some 
2,000 years ago. 

So in the spirit of Christmas, 
let’s rededicate ourselves to that 
simple philosophy: treat others 
as you would like to be treated. 
Share that simple message with 
your children or your grandchil¬ 
dren. It will only take a minute 
and it improves the quality-of-life 
for everyone. 

Seasons greetings to all of 
you from everyone at Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. May joy and peace be with 
you this holiday season and into 
the New Year ahead. 

aren’t equipped with GFCIs, you 
should purchase a portable one 
for temporary use. 

Another helpful tool to 
consider when decorating with 
lights is a timer. Lights should al¬ 
ways be turned off or unplugged 
before going to bed or leaving 
the house. Timers are reason¬ 
ably priced appliances that help 
conserve energy and give you 
peace of mind by automatically 
turning lights off at a designated 
time. 

Share these tips with your 
friends and family while prepar¬ 
ing for the upcoming holidays 
so everyone will have a safe and 
bright holiday. 
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The twelve stains of Christmas 
Tis the season for entertain¬ 

ing, and with the tinsel 
and merriment come spills and 
stains. Try these tips from Whirl¬ 
pool Institute of Fabric Science 
experts to handle every drip and 
drizzle of the Twelve Stains of 
Christmas. 

candles 
dripping 

Scrape off excess wax with 
knife. Place stain between 

paper towels. Press with a warm 
iron from back of fabric. Then, 
place stain face down on clean 
paper towels and sponge with a 
dry-cleaning solvent. Air-dry and 
launder as usual. If traces of col¬ 
or remain, launder again using 
bleach (chlorine or color-safe) 
according to fabric instructions. 

<5f P To r 
% fabri 

auntie’s kissing 

remove lipstick, scrape 
fabric stain with a dull knife. 

Use a dry-cleaning solvent or 
pretreat with detergent or stain 
treatment. Wash in warm water. 
Air-dry. 

■ Pre 

chocolates 
melting 

Pretreat with a liquid laun¬ 
dry detergent or soak fabric in 
warm water using a detergent 
containing enzymes. Difficult 
stains may require using bleach 
safe for the garment. 

cold 

toasts-a-tipping 

remove wine, nnse in 
cold water to dilute stain. 

Soak up to 30 minutes in deter¬ 
gent, weighted with a towel to 
keep submerged. Launder in hot¬ 
test water safe for fabric and color. 
Air-dry and repeat if necessary. 

hosts 
perspiring 

Dampen stain with warm 
water and rub with bar soap. 

Luander in hot water with chlorine 
bleach, if safe for fabric. Note: If 
perspiration has changed the color 
of a fabric, apply ammonia to fresh 
stains or vinegar to old stains and 
rinse. Launder in the hottest water 
safe for fabric and color. 

JjRins 
; stain 

fruits a-falling 
finse in cold water to dilute 

Istain. Soak up to 30 minutes 
in detergent, weighted with a 
towel to keep submerged. Laun¬ 
der in warm water. Air-dry and 
repeat if necessary. 

cups of coffee, 
tea or pop 

remove coffee, tea or 
soda pop, sponge or rinse stain 
promptly in cold water. Pretreat 
with liquid laundry detergent, 
launder using bleach (chlorine 
or color-safe) and hottest water 
safe for fabric. 

V stair 

candy canes 
remove colored candy 

stain, rinse in warm water 

to dilute stain. Wash in warm to 
hot water and dry as usual. 

mg 

To 

meat slices 

remove grease or cook- 
oil, use a dry-cleaning 
or pretreat with a laun¬ 

dry product by rubbing into 
stain until saturated. Wash in 
warm to hot water. Air-dry and 
repeat if necessary. 

trees a-tipping 
remove tree sap, use 

dry-cleaning solvent and then 
wasn in detergent in warm to hot 
water. Dry and repeat if necessary. 

upset eggnogs 
To remove milk or other 

dairy products, rinse in 
cold water to dilute stain. Soak 
up to 30 minutes with deter¬ 
gent, weighted with a towel to 
keep submerged. Wash in warm 
to hot water and air-dry. 

And one gravy boat 
splashing ‘round 

Scrape off excess with a dull 
knife if dried. Pretreat: 1) soak 
with a laundry product contain¬ 
ing enzymes or 2) rub with liquid 
laundry detergent or paste of 
powder laundry detergent and 
water. Launder and dry as usual. 
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CT*^ he custom of a Christmas tree, undecorated, is believed to have begun in 
ny, in the first half of the 700s. 

The earliest story tells how British monk and missionary, St. Boniface, was preach 
ing a sermon on the Nativity to a tribe of Germanic Druids outside the town of 
Geismar. To convince the town s people that the oak tree was not sacred and un¬ 
breakable, the “Apostle of Germany” chopped one down on the spot. Toppling, it 
crushed every shrub in its path except for a small fir sapling. This chance event 
could have been interpreted numerous ways, and legend has it that Boniface, 
attempting to win converts, interpreted the fir’s survival as a miracle, conclud¬ 
ing, “Let this be called the tree of the Christ Child.” Subsequent Christmases 
in Germany were celebrated by planting fir saplings. 

The history of the modern Christmas tree goes back to 16th century 
Germany. In 1561, decorations hung on a tree in the town of Alsace 
were roses cut from various colors of paper, apples, wafers and sugar. 
Around Strasbourg there was a widespread practice of bringing trees 
(evergreens, not necessarily fir trees) into houses for decoration dur¬ 
ing Christmastide. 

The modern custom is also connected with the 
hung with apples, present in the medieval religious plays. The 
decorations could symbolize the Christian Hosts. Instead of trees, 
various wooden pyramidal structures were also used. In the 17th 
century, the Christmas tree spread through Germany and Scan¬ 
dinavia. Eventually the tree was extensively decorated, first with 
candles and candies, then with apples and confections, later with 
any glittering possessions. 

The success of the Christmas tree in Protestant 
was enhanced by the legend, which attributed the tradition 
to Martin Luther himself. It is a widely held belief that Martin 
Luther first added lighted candles to a tree. Walking toward 
his home one winter evening, composing a sermon, he was 
awed by the brilliance of stars twinkling amidst evergreens. 
To recapture the scene for his family, he erected a tree in 
the main room and wired its branches with lighted candles. 
In England the tradition was made popular by the German 
Prince Albert, husband of Queen Victoria. The German 
immigrants brought the Christmas tree to America in the 
17th century. Public outdoor Christmas trees with electric 
candles were introduced in Finland in 1906, and in USA 
(New York) in 1912. 

Today, the Christmas Tree is a tradition of many fami¬ 
lies around the world. Decorated in many different themes 
and colors, they reflect the personalities and styles of the 
families they belong to. And though it’s fun to decorate the 
family tree, it’s important to reflect back to why this tradition is 
so important. 
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