
The Geothermal advantage 
r' his article is in response to many of 

the questions members ask us about 
geothermal heat pumps. 

QWhy should I buy a geothermal 
heat pump system? A The geothermal heat pump is the 
most efficient residential heating 
and cooling system available to¬ 

day, with heating efficiencies 50-70 
percent higher than other heating 
systems and cooling efficiencies 10-30 
percent higher than air-conditioners. • How do geothermal heat pump 

systems work? 

fljl A geothermal heat pump is a year- 
mm round heating and cooling system 
•■that uses a water/anti-freeze so¬ 
lution and circulates it through pipe 
buried in the ground to transfer heat 
to and from the home. In summer 

it functions as an air-conditioner, 
transferring heat from air inside the 
house to the cooler earth. In winter, 
the geothermal heat pump transfers 
heat from the circulating fluid to the 
inside air. 

How much do geothermal heat 
pump systems cost to install com¬ 
pared to other heating and cooling 

systems? 

A The cost of a geothermal heat 
pump is about the same as the 
cost of a high efficiency air-source 

heat pump. Additional costs associ¬ 
ated with geo-thermal heat pumps 
depend on the cost of the ground 
loop. Optional costs include extended 
warranties and desuperheaters which 
heat water for home use. 

I Rtt How much yard space is required 
U| for geothermal heat pump systems 
^ that use ground loops? 

flK Normally a 1/3 acre or larger lot 
■■Iwill do. Vertical ground loops can 
■■be installed on nearly any size lot 
as the loop is installed in a vertical 
Dorehole. 

I |jtt Can geothermal heat pump 
MJ systems be installed in existing 

homes? 

Ml Definitely. Geothermal heat 
■M pumps call replace less efficient 

heating and cooling systems in ex¬ 
isting homes, or they can be combined 
with a home’s existing equipment to 
greatly improve efficiency. An experi¬ 
enced geothermal heat pump dealer 
can evaluate a home’s existing system, 
including ductwork, and the potential 
'or a ground loop system. 

in Can a geothermal heat pump also 
* J heat water for your home? 

Ml Yes. Some geothermal heat pumps 
■H can reduce your water heating op- 
8® crating cost by up to 50 percent. 
Desuperheaters, which preheat tank 
water, are standard on some geother¬ 
mal units, optional on others. 

iB| Who installs geothermal heat 
|iH pump systems? 

jM|i Geothermal heat pump systems 
■j» are normally installed by heating 
If'Hand cooling contractors who are 
experienced with heat pump systems 
and who have special training in the 
installation of ground loops to link the 
neat pump to the earth. 
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Geothermal heat pump 

For years, companies have been looking 

for the perfect way to heat your home and 

have finally come up with GEOTHERMAL as 

the answer. 

GEOTHERMAL, From the Greek words 

geo (earth) and therme (heat), means earth 

heat. The earth’s interior, like the sun, pro¬ 

vides heat energy from nature, providing 

warmth and power that we can use without 

polluting the environment. The heat from the 

earth’s core is continuously flowing 

slowly toward the earth’s surface. 

GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMPS 

(GHPs) take advantage of the earth’s 

stable temperature - about 45 to 58 

degrees F just a few feet below the 

surface - to help keep our indoor 

temperatures comfortable. GHPs cir¬ 

culate water or other liquids through 

a continuous loop (either horizontally 

or vertically) to either heat or cool the 

building. These loops can also be used 

in large and deep lakes, having the 

same results. 

Heating: (The difference between 

the earth’s temperature and the colder 

temperature of the air) is transferred 

through the buried pipes into the circulating 

liquid and then transferred into the build¬ 

ing. 

Cooling: During the hot summer days, 

the continually circulating liquid in the pipes 

‘picks up’ heat from the building - helping to 

cool it - and transfers it into the earth. The 

system also provides all the hot water that 

is needed in the summer months. 

Geothermal heat pumps are one of the 

most cost effective ways to heat and cool a 

home, either a new home or a retrofit in your 

existing home. 

If you have any questions about Geo¬ 
thermal Heat Pumps, please call one of 
the dealers in the area, or call Spoon 
River Electric at (309) 647-2700. 

TOP PHOTO: Lowell and Marie Boone 
of Boone’s Miniatures built a new home 
with a GHP system about four years ago 
in the Glasford area. This is their first 
all electric home and they love it, saying 
they would recommend it to everyone. 

BOTTOM PHOTO: At the present time 
Spoon River Electric has about 60 GHPs 
on our system. Since January 1996, Al¬ 
len and Clarice Blout have enjoyed their 
geothermal retrofit heating system in 
their home along the Spoon River bot¬ 
toms. They love the lower electric use of 
the system over the gas bill they used 
to have. Installing new siding and en¬ 
ergy saving windows helped seal the 
house, and a real plus is the central air 
conditioning system rather than window 
units. 
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What it all means 

We don’t like to admit it, but sometimes we have a tendency to forget 
that all our members have not always received their electricity from 
an electric cooperative. You may not know about the advantages 
of receiving electricity from a cooperative — your rights, your 

privileges and your responsibilities. 
When receiving your electric service from an electric cooperative, you 

should know: 
• You are a member of the cooperative and as a member, you are part 

owner of the cooperative. 
• You have the right to attend the cooperative’s annual meeting of mem¬ 

bers held each year and to vote for the board of directors who governs 
the cooperative. 

• You have the responsibility to keep up with the developments affecting 
your cooperative. 

• Your cooperative was established by local activists at a time when 
existing utilities refused or neglected to serve the area where you live 
now. 
Your local cooperative chooses to provide you with a monthly subscrip¬ 

tion to Illinois Country Living. Electric cooperatives began publishing pe¬ 
riodicals such as this in the 1940s to communicate with their members. 

Today, your cooperative relies on this magazine not only to relay in¬ 
formation about this business, but also to encourage you to use electricity 
wisely and safely. Promoting electrical safety can help save the lives of our 
cooperative members. Promoting wise electrical use can help the coopera¬ 
tive and its members save money. Cooperative personnel can help members 
make informed decisions when purchasing new, efficient appliances and 
technologies for the home. 
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Spoon River Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Canton, Illinois 

(309) 647 2700 

Rebates of $300/ton 
up to $900/unit 

from the cooperative 

Qualifies for special 
Geothermal Rate 

Dealers in area 
Easley Mechanical G-M Mechanical 

405 1/2 E. Linn 57 E. Spruce 
Canton, Illinois 61520 Canton, Illinois 61520 

(309) 647-3450 (309) 647-5700 

Thomas Plumbing & Heating Co. Arnold Bros. Heating & Cooling 
2262 Grand Ave. 1729 W. Jackson 

Galesburg, Illinois 61401 Macomb, Illinois 61455 
(309) 343-1101 (309) 833-2852 

Marty White Garber Heating & A/C 
Season-All Services 915 N. Main 

580 E. Linn Morton, Illinois 61550 
Canton, Illinois 61520 

(309) 647-9059 
(309) 266-9372 

Spoon River Electric Co-operative, Inc. 
930 South Fifth Avenue • P.0. Box 340 • Canton, Illinois 61520 • (309) 647-2700 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: web.winco.net.nsrec 
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News from your President/CEO 

Edward Cox 
President/ 

CEO 

■ want to take this opportunity 
to report to the membership 

on issues that have been tak¬ 
ing place since our last annual 
meeting. 

District Meetings 
We held district meetings 

the first week in February. On 
behalf of the board of directors, 
staff and myself, we thank those 
of you who participated. Unfor¬ 
tunately these meetings were 
not well attended. I would like to 
highlight some of the issues that 
were discussed at these district 
meetings. 

We talked about a variety 
of issues from deregulation, 
bundled and unbundled bills, 
the cost of doing business for 
the cooperative, load control, 
an ethanol project, green power, 
surge protectors, storage, pag¬ 
ers and long distance service. We 
went into some detail on each of 
these issues to share with the 
membership what was taking 
place at your local cooperative. 

Green energy program 
One of the new issues we 

discussed was the green energy 
program. We are affiliated with 
Continental Cooperative Ser¬ 
vices (CCS), a joint alliance with 
Allegheny in Pennsylvania and 
Soyland of Illinois. We have al¬ 
lied together in the hope of being 
better able to purchase power in 
the future. As they are a winter 
peaking system and we are a 

summer peaking system we hope 
to balance some of our demand 
costs. 

CCS and its affiliated electric 
distribution cooperatives in Illi¬ 
nois will be offering a green power 
program in the year 2003. Energy 
Co-Opportunity’s (ECOs) green 
energy program is the opportunity 
for interested members to support 
the use and development of en¬ 
vironmentally friendly renewable 
generation resources. Members 
will be able to purchase tradable, 
renewable wind energy certificates 
(TRCs). These TRC tickets will 
represent the environmental at¬ 
tributes of a kilowatt-hour of new 
wind energy or hydro energy gen¬ 
erated from these environmental 
friendly sources. There is currently 
construction on a project called 
Crescent Ridge Wind Generation 
facility in Bureau County. 

Green energy produced by en¬ 
vironmentally friendly renewable 
resources such as hydro-energy, 
solar, wind, etc. reduces car¬ 
bon dioxide, sulfur dioxide and 
nitro-oxide emissions. These 
environmental benefits have a 
value beyond that of electrons of 
electricity. Wind generation costs 
more to produce than traditional 
energy by 1V2 - 2 V2 cents. The ad¬ 
ditional environmental values and 
the cost of wind energy equates to 
TRCs selling for two and one-half 
to three cents per kilowatt-hour. 
• TRCs 
• Verify the member’s purchase 

■ (continued on 16b) 
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■ (continued from 16a) 

and ownership of the environmental at¬ 
tributes or benefits of Kwh blocks of new 
wind-generated electricity. 
• Member purchases TRCs separate for 

Kwh energy. 
• TRCs will be sold in these various de¬ 

nominations: 
• 200 Kwh block @ $6.00/block 
• 300 Kwh block @ $9.00/block 
• 400 Kwh block @ $12.00/block 
• Members may purchase multiple certifi¬ 

cates annually. 
• Certificates are billed separately with 

your electric cooperative utility bill. 
This is strictly a voluntary program. It 

provides interested members the oppor¬ 
tunity to support and use development of 
environmentally friendly renewable energy 
resources. The net margins from wholesale 
of the ECO energy tradable, renewable, 
wind energy certificates will be allocated to 
a renewable energy development fund for 
the future development of renewable gen¬ 
eration resources. This is an excellent way 
for individuals and businesses to invest in 
the preservation of our environment. This 
is strictly a voluntary project that will be 
introduced by mid to late summer. 

Online payments and meter readings 
Computer technology is moving forward 

at a fast pace. One of the major projects 
that our Engineer Mark Balbinot has been 
working diligently on is allowing members 
to submit bill payments and meter readings 
online. We have incurred a few problems, 
but are very close to having this service 
implemented. We are confident that we will 
be able to offer this service by mid-sum¬ 
mer to those of you who want to make your 
payments and submit your meter readings 
through online processing. 

Surge protection 
We are offering a new surge protection 

program. For those who are interested in 
the details of this program please contact 
our Member Service Advisor Jerold Ellis. He 
can tell you of the great benefits of being 
protected by a surge protection device. 

Outage time 
I would like to report on our outage time 

in 2002. Last year was one of the cooper¬ 
ative’s best years regarding outage time 

in the history of the cooperative. The only 
sad thing was that on December 28, mid 
afternoon, someone took it upon him or 
herself to cut a tree, which got away from 
him or her, and fell into our three-phase 
distribution line and through the trans¬ 
mission system of Soyland. This caused 
a massive outage of both the St. David 
Substation and the Smithfield Substation. 
This created much damage throughout the 
area. We do not have any idea who was re¬ 
sponsible for this damage. Unfortunately we 
have experienced another outage this year, 
which was basically caused by the transmis¬ 
sion system shorting and faulting out on a 
very nice day. A cracked insulator caused a 
cross-arm to catch on fire and bum through 
and let the bolt drop out dropping the phase 
and knocking the transmission system off. 
Again this affected the St. David and Smith- 
field areas. 

Spoon River Propane 
The final issue 1-888-346-6771 

I want to discuss 
is Spoon River 
Propane, a subsid¬ 
iary of Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. We have owned Spoon River Propane for 
about two years. We had every intention of 
using and working this business as a mem¬ 
bership business such as your electric co¬ 
operative. Unfortunately the IRS came down 
with a ruling in November 2002 that made 
it impossible to operate in that manner. 

The propane business was considered 
not a like-in-kind business so from that 
standpoint the board of directors made 
the decision to make this a separate entity, 
which is now a taxable entity. Spoon River 
Propane is now a for-profit organization, and 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative, Inc. is the 
sole owner of stock of the corporation. 

I would hope as we move to the future 
that , those of you who do use propane will 
call Duane Siegel our propane manager 
and give him the opportunity to serve you 
in your propane needs. We will be tiying to 
share some good programs with you for the 
2003/2004 heating season. You may reach 
Duane at (888) 346-6771 (toll free). I am sure 
Duane will be glad to hear from you. 
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Pool Spring is prime time for 
installing swimming 
pools. So if you’re con¬ 

sidering adding a pool this 
year, make sure that you 
choose your site carefully, 
with an eye to any power lines 
that may be overhead or under¬ 
ground. When doing so, consider these 
key safety points: 
• Make sure overhead electrical lines do 

not pass over the pool. In fact, it’s best to 
keep your pool at least 25 feet away from 
power lines in all directions. 

• Allow at least 18 feet of clearance between 
overhead power lines and a diving board, 

r ^ deck, platform, slide or ob¬ 
servation area. 

• Never build an in- 
ground pool or set up 

an aboveground pool over 
underground electric cables. 

Pools and pool decking should 
be installed at least five feet 

away from all underground utility 
lines. 

• Except for specially designed lighting 
fixtures, don’t put electrical fixtures or 
receptacles within five feet of a pool. Any 
electrical wiring that is within 20 feet of 
a swimming pool should have protection 
from a Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter. 

to stay away 
from substations! Summer is a time for children to explore and play, but they need to know how 

and where to play safely. Teach your children to respect electric substations. 
Your cooperative has posted warning signs on all substation fences for your 

family’s safety. But do your children understand these signs and the dangers within 
the high-voltage area? 

Warn your children not to play near substations, and never to climb on or over the 
surrounding fences, even if their favorite football was thrown inside it. Leave the ball 
alone and call your local co-op. 

Remember, your cooperative’s linemen have the proper gear and are trained to 
work in dangerous high-voltage situations. 

At your cooperative, we care about your family’s safety. Please warn children about 
all the dangers of electricity. 

For more safety tips, go to www.safeelectricity.org 
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Don't get relaxed around#/* It’s easy to get too relaxed around electricity. 
After all, we use it every day and it is generally 
harmless. But we need to remember the dangers 
of electricity when it is improperly used. May 

is National Electrical Safety Month, and this is the 
perfect opportunity to look at your electrical bad 
habits. See if any of these questions pertain to your 
use of electricity. 

■ Are you still plugging in that frayed and 
cracked cord on the bedroom lamp? You know, 
the one the cat chewed on months ago? 

Check all your electrical cords. Replace all frayed 
cords immediately; faulty cords can cause an electri¬ 
cal fire. More than 800 people die in electrical fires 
each year. 

■ Did you replace that blown light bulb in the 
bedroom with the proper wattage bulb? Or 
did you choose the first one you saw in the 
closet? 

Always use the appropriate wattage bulb for a 
fixture. The wrong wattage can cause overheating 
and may lead to a fire. 

■ Have you installed that GFCI in the bathroom, 
kitchen, garage and outside outlets yet? 

Don’t let this crucial chore slip your mind. A 
GFCI, or Ground-Fault Circuit Interrupter, will turn 
off electricity to an outlet when a short to ground is 
detected. This means, if something goes wrong, the 
GFCI can shut off the electricify, and save your life. 

■ Have you remembered to test your GFCIs reg¬ 
ularly to be sure they are working properly? 

If you have installed your GFCI outlets, check 
them regularly. An easy way to test your outlet is by 
plugging in a nightlight. Press the reset button on 
the GFCI, then turn on the nightlight. Press the test 
button. The light should shut off. When you press the 
reset button again, the light should come back on. 

■ Have you checked your outlets to be sure 
they are not warm to the touch? 

If an outlet feels unusually warm, it could in¬ 
dicate an unsafe wiring condition. Unplug all cords 
and contact an electrician. 

■ Do you leave your curling iron, hair dryer or 
shaver plugged in after using it? 

Even appliances that aren’t turned on can be 
hazardous if they come in contact with water. It’s 
best to get into the habit of unplugging these appli¬ 
ances. 

■ Have you forgotten to replace that broken 
faceplate on the outlet in the living room? 

Any exposed wiring due to a broken or missing 
faceplate is a shock hazard. 

■ Do you tuck your electric blanket in to keep 
it in place? 

When curling up with an electric blanket, make 

sure nothing lays on top of it, and that it is not tucked 
in. When covered, the blanket can become overheated 
and cause a fire. 

■ Did you get your brand new DVD player home 
to discover it wouldn’t plug into your outlet? 
Did you break the third prong off the plug to 
make it fit? 

Never remove the third plug, the grounding plug, 
from a cord. The plug grounds electricity and protects 
you from shock. Simple and cheap adapters are avail¬ 
able at most stores. 

■ Did you hide that lamp cord underneath the 
rug beneath the couch? Or staple it to the base¬ 
board along the wall? 

Cords placed underneath rugs can overheat and 
cause a fire. Nails, staples or furniture can damage 
the cord’s insulation. 

■ Have you been using that extension cord on 
a permanent basis? 

Extension cords are meant to be temporary, they 
can become a fire hazard if used continuously. Also, 
be sure you are using a properly rated cord for the 
wattage you need. 

■ Did you grab your indoor extension cord in a 
pinch to use outside? 

Use outdoor extension cords for outside jobs. 
A sudden rain shower could be disastrous for an 
improper cord. Also consider using cords with GFCI 
extensions for added protection. 

■ Have you had your electric wiring checked 
by an electrician? 

More than 50 million homes have outdated wir¬ 
ing. Have your wiring checked if your home is more 
than 40 years old or you have added major appliances 
to the electric load in the last 10 years. 

■ Have you called your utilities about that hole 
you plan to dig for your new fence? 

Hitting a line while digging can not only harm 
you, but can also cut off power to your neighborhood. 
Remember to call before you dig. 

■ Are you getting ready to clean out those gut¬ 
ters or trim the trees? 

Dozens of people are killed each year from contact 
with overhead power lines. Remember to always look 
up before using a ladder or climbing a tree. If wood 
or metal come into contact with a power line, it could 
be disastrous. Keep at least 10 feet away from power 
lines. 

■ Do you know how to find out more about 
electrical safety? 

Call your electric cooperative for tips on electri¬ 
cal safety. You can also visit the National Electric 
Safety Foundation Web site at www.nesf.com or Safe 
Electricity at www.safeelectricity.org. 
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Edward Cox 
President/ 

CEO 

SPOON RIVER ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE, INC 
309-647-2700 ■ CANTON, ILLINOIS 

Across the President/CEO's desk 

The Northeast 
blackout and fixing 
the electric grid 
As U.S. and Canadian authorities 

investigate the causes of the August 
blackout in the Northeast, the U.S. Con¬ 
gress is in the final stage of hammering 
out a national energy bill to send to 
the President. An overall national en¬ 
ergy policy is important, but if we have 
learned any lessons from recent history 
like the Midwest price spikes, the Cali¬ 
fornia electricity crisis, and the massive 
Northeast blackout, it is that we cannot 
afford to make mistakes in the electricity 
part of the legislation. 

What got us to where we are 
today 

Electricity is unlike any other energy 
commodity. It cannot be stored. It must 
be used in the instant it is produced. It 
must be transported by wire. And it is 
not easily substituted for, particularly 
in the short-term. Because of this, the 
nation's electric system is ripe for ma¬ 
nipulation, price gouging and miscalcu¬ 
lation. That has happened, and that is 
the dark side. 

The bright side is the North Ameri¬ 
can electric system, the largest machine 
invented by mankind, has worked amaz¬ 
ingly well over the last 75 years. The 
manipulation and price gouging by some 
large power companies in the late 1920s 
were corrected when Congress enacted 
the Public Utility Holding Company Act 
and the Federal Power Act. Consumer- 
owned electric cooperatives were the 
last piece of the puzzle as the new 

electric industry grew, giving people 
an opportunity to provide themselves 
with electricity by relying on their own 
initiative and good judgment to act in 
the interests of themselves and their 
communities. The combination of 
adequate federal and state regulation 
of profit-making utilities, while relying 
on the good judgment of consumers to 
manage the electric cooperatives they 
had formed, has been a successful 
formula. 

In 1992, Congress repealed a 
portion of the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act and modified the Federal 
Power Act to promote wider access 
to the existing transmission system 
and wholesale competition in the 
generation of electricity. That experi¬ 
ment obviously has had mixed results. 
California compounded the problem 
by preventing utilities from owning 
the electric generation needed to 
serve their customers, and instituting 
a poorly designed market with flawed 
market rules. While the intent was to 
create a market not dominated by utili¬ 
ties, the actual result was to separate 
generation from the utility’s respon¬ 
sibility to serve customers. California 
and the entire West are still paying the 
price for that big mistake. 

Where we are today 
Even though the lights are back 

on, the real work is just beginning. We 
need national energy legislation that 
promotes increased reliability and 
protects consumer interests. Before the 
blackout the House and Senate passed 
versions of an energy bill that will have 
to be reconciled in a conference com¬ 
mittee. Co-op leaders favor the Senate 
approach. 

The House bill would totally repeal 
■ (continued on 16b) 
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■ (continued from 16a) 
the Public Utility Holding Company Act and 
modify the Federal Power Act, resulting in vastly 
reduced protections for consumers and inves¬ 
tors. It seriously reduces federal regulation of the 
investor-owned power companies and increases 
federal regulation of consumer-owned and oper¬ 
ated not-for-profit cooperatives. 

The House bill also seeks to take more money 
from consumers in transmission charges and 
give it to the big power companies, hoping that 
they will use the money to invest in transmis¬ 
sion upgrades. The Senate bill also repeals the 
Public Utility Holding Company Act. but replaces 
it with good consumer protections that require 
power companies to show they are actually 
benefiting consumers. The Senate leadership 
position emphasizes the “just and reasonable” 
test for transmission pricing and recognizes the 
important differences in motivation between 
absentee-owned, for-profit investor-owned utili¬ 
ties, and consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric 
cooperatives, by mandating federal regulation of 
investor-owned power companies and relying on 
consumer regulation of cooperative electric sys¬ 
tems. 

_ Legislative goals 
The choice is clear. The goal is a modern, 

reliable, affordable electric system capable of 
meeting the requirements of today’s electronic 
society. The Senate electricity proposals look at 
the past and the future in a realistic way. Congress 
should pass the Senate’s version of electricity 
legislation. 

The House bill ignores the lessons of the past, 
demonstrates a blind faith in “market forces,” 
and provides no guarantee that the millions of 
dollars prescribed for upgrades will actually im¬ 
prove service or otherwise benefit consumers. 

Electric cooperatives agree the electric trans¬ 
mission system is inadequate and believe the so¬ 
lution is to reduce the financial risk associated 
with transmission investments. Cooperatives 

believe that once a new piece of transmission 
is proven to be necessary, and approved by the 
appropriate regional authority, its cost should be 
rolled into the rate base and recovered like other 
transmission assets over its useful life. 

If the government can substantially reduce 
the financial risk, transmission will become a 
safer investment and require a lower rate of 
return to attract the necessary investment. That 
is not just our opinion. That view is shared by 
a Wall Street investment firm, which testified to 
that effect in Congress two years ago. 

We also need a set of national standards to as¬ 
sure the system operates reliably and efficiently. 
Electric cooperatives operate a well-maintained 
electric infrastructure in some of the toughest 
terrain in the nation, and have done it for years. 
The Rural Utilities Service, formerly the Rural 
Electrification Administration, has played a 
critical role in reducing risk by (1) assuring that 
prices to consumers are adequate to pay for the 
system, and (2) requiring electric cooperatives to 
adhere to a set of design and operating standards 
for the system. 

Electric cooperatives have a model that is 
working both for consumers and the nation. Let’s 
hope that this investigation ushers in a new ap¬ 
proach to the creation of a national transmission 
grid - one based on the principle that in exchange 
for a just and reasonable rate of return on low- 
risk transmission investment, owners must 
adopt appropriate national standards for the 
construction and maintenance of the national 
transmission system and must be held account¬ 
able for its safe and reliable operation. 

Let’s hope the investigation of the blackout is 
not used to advance an agenda that will not serve 
the people well. If the investigation is a serious 
attempt to find the causes of the blackout, and 
proposes realistic solutions for investing in and 
improving the transmission system, it will con¬ 
clude that the electric cooperatives' “national 
standards” and “reduced risk” model should 
be the preferred alternative. 

he power of human connections 
is a powerful thing. We give thanks 

to you our co-op members, our family. 

Touchstone Energy ^ 
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Geothermal heat pumps solution to high gas prices 

Geothermal heat pumps are one of the 
most efficient ways to heat and cool a 

home and provide hot water. More and 
more homeowners are discovering the 
benefits of these systems, which tap the 
relatively constant temperature of the 
Earth a few feet underground. 

crating and maintenance 
costs. While the initial pur¬ 
chase price of a residential 
GHP system is often higher 
than that of a comparable 
gas-fired furnace and cen¬ 
tral air-conditioning system, 
it is more efficient, thereby 
saving money every month. 
For further savings, GHPs 
equipped with a device 
called a “desuperheater” 
can heat the household 
water. 

Durability 
Because they use fewer 

mechanical components, 
and because those compo¬ 
nents are sheltered from the 

elements, leaves, dirt, and possible vandalism, 
geothermal heat pumps are durable and highly 
reliable. 

■ Why a geothermal 
heat pump? 

The installation of a 
heating or cooling system is 
a decision that will affect a 
homeowner’s comfort—and 
pocketbook—for years to 
come. And a geothermal heat 
pump (GHP) is one of the most cost-effective and 
longest-lasting heating and cooling systems on 
the market. Plus, GHPs provide free hot water 
as a byproduct. 

Also known as ground-source heat pumps 
or GeoExchangeSM systems, GHPs provide many 
benefits to the homeowner in both new and ret¬ 
rofit situations. Surveys illustrate a high level 
of satisfaction with GHPs compared to conven¬ 
tional systems. In fact, more than 95 percent 
of all GHP users would recommend a similar 
system to their friends and family. 

According to the Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency (EPA), GHP systems are the most 
energy- efficient, environmentally clean, and 
cost-effective space conditioning systems avail¬ 
able (source: “Space Conditioning: The Next 
Frontier,” EPA 430-R-93-004, April 1993). 

Simply put, a GHP system moves the heat 
from the earth into the home in the winter, and 
pulls the heat from the house and discharges it 
into the ground in the summer. The underground 
(or underwater) piping loops serve as a heat source 
in the winter and a heat sink in the summer. 

While many parts of the country experience 
seasonal temperature extremes—from scorch¬ 
ing heat in the summer to sub-zero cold in the 
winter—a few feet below the earth’s surface the 
ground remains at a relatively constant tempera¬ 
ture. Like a cave, this ground temperature is 
warmer than the air above it during the winter 
and cooler than the air in the summer. The GHP 
takes advantage of this. 

■ Cost effective 
Geothermal heat pumps save money in op- 

■ Low maintenance 
Geothermal heat pump systems have fewer 

maintenance requirements than most other sys¬ 
tems. When properly installed, the underground 
components are virtually worry free. The compo¬ 
nents in the living space are easily accessible. 

■ Year-round comfort 
Like the typical forced-air furnace or cen¬ 

tral air-conditioning system, a GHP system 
uses ductwork. A two-speed GHP system is so 
quiet inside a house that users do not know it 
is operating because there are no telltale blasts 
of cold or hot air. 

■ Quiet operation 
With GHPs, there are no outside condensing 

units like air conditioners, so there’s no concern 
about A/C noise near patio areas or decks. 

■ Geothermal heat pumps are highly efficient 
A study by the Environmental Protection 

Agency (source: “Space Conditioning: The Next 
Frontier,” EPA 430-R-93-004, April 1993) ana¬ 
lyzed six locations representing major climate 
zones in the U.S. The study found GHP installa¬ 
tions in both new and existing homes can reduce 
energy consumption 25 percent to 75 percent. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy - En¬ 
ergy Efficiency and Renewable Energy http: 
//www.eere.energy.gov 

NOVEMBER 2003 □ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership • Voluntary and open m

em
bership • Voluntary and open m

em
bership 

What are you 
During the holidays most of us spend reflect about 

the blessings in our life, such as family, friends 
and good health. Here is another viewpoint about 
things most people don’t consider as something to 
be thankful for. 

Be thankful: 
■ For the teenager who is not doing dishes but is 

watching TV because that means he is at home 
and not on the streets. 

■ For the taxes that I pay, because it means that I 
am employed. 

■ For the mess to clean after a party because it 
means that I have been surrounded by friends. 

■ For the clothes that fit a little too snug, because 
it means I have enough to eat. 

■ For my shadow that watches me work, because 
it means I am out in the sunshine. 

■ For a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need 
cleaning, and gutters that need fixing, because it 
means I have a home. 

■ For all the complaining I hear about the govern- 

thankful for? 
ment, because it means that we have freedom of 
speech. 

■ For the parking spot I find at the far end of the 
parking lot, because it means I am capable of 
walking and that I have been blessed with trans¬ 
portation. 

■ For my heating bills, because it means I am 
warm. 

* For the lady behind me in church that sings off 
key, because it means that I can hear. 

■ For the pile of laundry and ironing, because it 
means I have clothes to wear. 

■ For weariness and aching muscles at the end of 
the day, because it means I have been capable of 
working hard. 

And finally, I am thankful for that alarm that 
goes off so early in the morning, because it means I 
have been blessed with another day! 

Spoon River Electric’s board of directors 
and employee wish you, our members, a very 
thankful Thanksgiving. 

Before you get too busy preparing for 
the holidays, make sure your home 

is ready. Is your home “kid proof” and 
ready for children who may visit during 
the holiday season? Planning ahead now 
can prevent potential fire hazards and 
ensure a safe holiday for your family! 

Eliminate clutter and hazardous materials. Look 
for any piles of newspapers, magazines, boxes or 
other combustible materials. Removing these items 
from your house, garage or yard will reduce the risk 
of fire. 

Have a professional chimney sweep clean and in¬ 
spect your fireplace and chimney. Chimney fires do 
not occur in clean, intact, properly installed chimneys. 
Now’s the time to have a professional clean and inspect 
your fireplace/wood stove and chimney. This should be 
done annually before you light the first log. 

Get your furnace inspected by a professional HVAC 
contractor. Having your furnace cleaned and inspected 
once a year will keep it running trouble-free all winter. 
A faulty fuel-burning furnace can cause carbon mon¬ 
oxide to leak into your home. Have your furnace and 
vents checked, and test your carbon monoxide detector 
regularly. Birds, animals and insects sometimes nest 
in vents, causing gases to enter the home. 

Store flammable liquids in a garage or unattached 
shed. Keep minimal amounts of flammable liquids 
on hand, and always store them away from all heat 
sources. Preferably, these products should be kept in 
a locked garage, shed or cabinet outside of the living 
quarters and away from children. 

Watch out for flammable decorations. 
Be extremely careful when decorating with tinder-dry 
cornstalks and other harvest season decorations. 
Guard against placing them near fireplaces or other 
sources of heat. 

Turn off portable space heaters when 
you leave the room or go to sleep. Used 
improperly, a space heater can be the most 
dangerous appliance in your house. Keep 
heaters three feet away from anything that 
can burn, like walls, bedding, drapes, fur¬ 
niture and clothes. 

Don’t leave burning candles unattended or place 
them near curtains or decorations that may tip 
over. Be sure candleholders are large enough to catch 
dripping wax, and can keep the candles from tipping 
over. 

Install smoke alarms on every level, including the 
basement, and keep them working properly. Test 
alarms at least once a month, following the manufac¬ 
turer’s instructions. Replace batteries in your smoke 
alarms once a year, or as soon as the alarm “chirps,” 
warning that the battery is low. Schedule battery re¬ 
placements for the same day you change your clock 
from daylight to standard time in the fall. 

Keep matches and lighters out of sight and reach 
of kids. If you don’t have children living in your home, 
you may be careless about leaving matches and lighters 
where visiting children might reach them. Now’s the 
time to put them up high and out of sight. 

Inspect cords and plugs and replace worn ones. To 
prevent damage, pull by the plug not by the cord when 
unplugging an appliance or tool. Overloaded outlets 
and extension cords can overheat increasing the risk 
for fire. Limit the number of appliances plugged into 
each outlet. 

Plan ahead now and keep your holiday season safe. 

Sources: www.feltonfire.com and 
www. stayingalive .com. 

Fall fire safety 
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