
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

General 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

“Winken” and “Blinken” lights 
“Winken, Blinken, and Nod one 

night Sailed off in a wooden shoe... ” 
Although those introductory 

words from the poem by Eugene 
Field bring comfort to many young 
toddlers at bedtime, being greeted by 
“Winken and Blinken” lights on mi¬ 
crowave ovens, televisions and VCRs 
bring to mind something other than 
comfort to most adults. 

Blinks have been a common occur¬ 
rence in the power industry for years, 
but until recently there were no digital 
clocks to record them for us. 

The question today is where do 
those blinks come from? The answer 
lies in the fact that in order to provide 
the most reliable service possible, 
your Cooperative uses circuit pro¬ 
tective devices known as reclosers, 
which operate in a manner similar 
to the circuit breakers that protect 
your home’s wiring. However, when 
a fault occurs in your home’s wiring 
system and the breaker trips, you or 
your electrician have to manually 
close the breaker after the overload 
situation has been corrected. When 
a fault occurs on your Cooperative’s 
electric system, our breakers open 
momentarily and then the device 
“recloses” itself automatically. 

The thought behind this advanced 
technology is to avoid unnecessary 
power outages which might occur due 
to temporary short circuit conditions 

'^such as tree limbs brushing 
:==;==i against power lines, or other 

momentary faults such as lightning 
strikes. 

Typically, a power line recloser 
will provide up to three blinks or 
momentary outages before totally 
disconnecting the electricity to the 
affected area. However, once the de¬ 
vice totally disconnects the power, 
line personnel must be dispatched to 
locate and repair the problem before 
power can be restored. 

So if you occasionally come home 
and discover those multicolored elec¬ 
tronic digits winking and blinking at 
you, it simply means that the tech¬ 
nology installed on Cooperative lines 
has prevented a total power failure 
in your area. 

However, if you are experiencing 
this type of greeting on a daily basis, 
or more frequently, please contact 
us and well dispatch personnel to 
locate and repair the problem. 

After all, we want to “Keep the 
lights on for you” and we don’t want 
your lights to blink any more than 
absolutely necessary. 

Have a great new year in 2003! 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Richard Rybak, Marion, IL 

Manager’s 
Comments 

Our offices will be 
closed January 

20, 2003 in obser¬ 
vance of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
Day. 
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We don’t like to admit it, but sometimes we have a tendency to forget that all our members have 
not always received their electricity from an electric cooperative. You may not know about 
the advantages of receiving electricity from a cooperative — your rights, your privileges and 
your responsibilities. 

When receiving your electric service from an electric cooperative, you should know: 
• You are a member of the cooperative and as a member, you are part owner of the cooperative. 
• You have the right to attend the cooperative’s annual meeting of members held each year and to 

vote for the board of trustees who governs the cooperative. 
• You have the responsibility to keep up with the developments affecting your cooperative. 
• Your cooperative was established by local activists at a time when existing utilities refused or 

neglected to serve the area where you live now. 
Your local cooperative chooses to provide you with a monthly subscription to Illinois Country Liv¬ 

ing. Electric cooperatives began publishing periodicals such as this in the 1940s to communicate with 
their members. 

Today, your cooperative relies on this magazine not only to relay information about this business, 
but also to encourage you to use electricity wisely and safely. Promoting electrical safety can help save 
the lives of our cooperative members. Promoting wise electrical use can help the cooperative and its 
members save money. Cooperative personnel can help members make informed decisions when pur¬ 
chasing new, efficient appliances and technologies for the home. 

Welcome new members 
Gilbreath, Clarence C 
Meyer, William 
Mitchell, Bryan 
Quinn’s Sthrn II Otfr 
Beal, John Benjamin 
Herbert, Scott 
Williams, Stasia M 
Taylor, James H 
Reynolds, Toni K 
Jeffords, Billy R 
Burkhead, Bill 
Lindsey, Chessity 
Ryan, Terri 
Fawkes, Richard A 
McCarty, Joseph 
Stengel, Dale W 
Castellano, Tammy 
Schimpf, Chad 
Mitchell, Michelle R 
Sample, Jason C 
Carrington Jr, Bill G 

Bue, Robert L 
Cabaness, Rodney 
King’s Auto Sales 
Little II, Danny C 
Waters, Sara 
Deal, Douglas V 
Hawley, Kristine 
Osborne, David 
Pyle, Darren Ray 
Board, Vyron Gerald 
Coleman, William M 
Vibbert, Fonda Stout 
Davis, George W 
Wilson, Kevin R 
Tindall, Jeffrey 
Kline, Jeannie M 
Coulson, Derek 
Manier, Steven L 
Beeler, Richard A 
Jerritt Sr, Robert D 

Owens, Ashley 
Tedrick, Dale L 
Baumann, Eric 
Horton, Robert 
Olvera, Cyntha M 
Turner, Justin 
Alcathie, Joseph L 
Walker, James C 
Falmier, Dennis 
Carman, Misty 
Prudential RC Realty 
Plaza, Clarence 
Heflin, Shirley 
Saxinger, Linda 
Sim, Hwa Cha 
Hambreck, Kevin 
Dees, Donald 
Wetzel, Steve 
Guinn, Richard A 
Beasley, Todd 

Downey, Bridget A 
Moseman, Lanny J 
Cornelius, Connie 
Thorpe, James 
Dunaway, Kevin E 
Luckett, Dawn 
Partain, Brannon 
Brunk, Chandra S 
Koch, David 
Huffman, Charleen 
Reed, Lois Fay 
Baldwin, Richard K 
Hailey, Scott 
Taylor, Patrick W 
Hurley, Sharon 
Janssen, Troy L 
Gibbs, Beth 
Atkinson, Michael W 
Neill, Brenda 
Kinnard, Betty 
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Prevention clears up a wet mess I’m sure a lot of you have 

spent many winters with 

your window sills lined with 

towels. Pretty, huh? No, but 

you’ve got to protect your win¬ 

dow sills and walls some way. 

Condensation occurs when 

cold outside air strikes a window 

heated by warm, moist indoor 

air. The clash causes beads of 

moisture to form on the inside 

sash and pane. Occasional con¬ 

densation on windows is normal, 

but frequent occurances, or 

periods of prolonged duration, 

are warnings that you may have 

a problem. 

Condensation and frost on 

interior windows will be the first 

place a condensation problem 

will show up, since it is usually 

the coldest inside surface. This 

could be a sign of even more serious water damage. 

This problem can be alleviated by two methods: re¬ 

ducing the amount of moisture in the air anci increasing 

the temperature of the inside window pane. 

Reducing the amount of moisture can be accom¬ 

plished by proper venting of high moisture air sources such 

as bathrooms, kitchens and utility rooms. But, a certain 

amount of moisture or humidity is needed for comfort. 

Humidity levels that are too low can cause dryness of the 

nose and throat, static electricity, and cracking of wood 

in furniture. 

The second method of controlling condensation 

can be accomplished by improving the window’s thermal 

efficiency. By weather stripping and caulking around win¬ 

dows, you can reduce the draft of cold air that lowers the 

temperature of the window. A single pane of glass has an 

R-value of about 0.8, which means it can be about as cold 

as the outside air. This is why storm windows or double 

or triple glazed windows are effective at stopping conden¬ 

sation and loss of heat. The dead air space in between 

panes of glass helps insulate. That 

helps keep the temperature of the 

inside pane of glass close to the 

indoor temperature. 

Condensation occuring on 

the outside storm window is an 

indication of leaky prime window 

or insicie glazing. Make sure all 

joints are well sealed with caulk¬ 

ing and weather stripping. 

The problem with condensa¬ 

tion is that you don’t see much of 

it. Condensation is obvious on 

windows but when it occurs in 

the attic or walls you may never 

know it until it is too late. This 

is the reason for vapor barriers 

between the inside walls and 

insulation. Condensation inside 

your walls and attic can cause 

structural problems as well as 

damage the insulation in your 

walls and attic. 

Many people don’t realize it, but proper ventilation 

in the attic is more important in the winter than in the 

summertime if you have the proper amount of insulation. 

Proper ventilation in the winter will draw out the moisture 

and keep it from settling in your insulation and destroying 

its effectiveness. This is why if you have turbine vents on 

your roof and you have very little other ventilation, you 

should not cover them during the winter. 

In the summer, if you have insulation in your attic, 

very little of the heat that builds up in your attic will filter 

back down into the living area. While adding power vents 

and turbine vents will remove heat from the attic, they 

are not as effective as insulation is at keeping the interior 

of your home cool. So, unless you need more ventilation 

for condensation control in the winter, we would recom¬ 

mend that you put your money into added insulation 

or storm windows before you add power ventilators or 

turbine vents to your roof. 
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■ Reports outages and other power problems even when 
you are not at home. 

■ Plugs into a 120-volt outlet and standard phone jack 
■ Lifetime money back guaranty. 
■ Only $75 
■ Shipped to your home 
■ Phone (800) 833-2611 for more information 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker 
is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This 

phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and 
emergency calls. 

5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage 
reporting system and will be identified automatically through ANI (Auto¬ 

matic Number Identification). An outage record will then be gener¬ 
ated for your location. Please note that the phone number from 
which you place the call will be the number used to generate 
the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone num¬ 
ber, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter 

their seven-digit phone number (without area code) in order 
to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will 

be asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, 
phone number and location of the outage. Retrieving messages 

and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric 
service. Do not remain on the line for an operator because a live 

operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing of all 
numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in 

your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures 

very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair 
personnel who will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length 
of the outage, but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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SOUTHEAST 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

ONLINE BILL PAYMENT OPTION Americans are busier than ever and 
are always looking to technology 

to assist them in accomplishing their 
daily tasks. In that regard, your Co¬ 
operative is now offering an online bill 
payment option. Visit our Web site at 
www.seiec.com for more information 
or call our office at (800) 833-2611 for 
specific details. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING Occasionally someone asks why it 
is necessary for Southeastern em¬ 

ployees and board members to attend 
out-of-state training programs. To an¬ 
swer that question, it’s important to note 
that it is Southeastern’s goal to employ 
the most competent and qualified em¬ 
ployees available in our area. However, 
the acquired technical skills of those 
employees must be honed to meet the 
specific needs of Southeastern. 

Likewise, the Cooperative’s board 
members (Trustees) who are elected 
from and by the membership, have 
already proven themselves successful 
in business, but must be educated 
and periodically updated on the unique 
structure and operation of a $98 million 
dollar not-for-profit corporation, which 
exists solely to provide high quality elec¬ 
tric service to rural Southern Illinois. 

The Cooperative’s Board of Trust¬ 
ees has the ultimate decision-making 
authority for Southeastern. Training 
enables board members to understand 
current concepts and issues, including 
issues affecting cooperatives nation¬ 
wide, and address them effectively. 

For example, all of Southeastern’s 
. linemen and utility servicemen 

S|l. have completed at least three 
years of technical education, 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative MEIdorado, Illinois 

1LXXO. 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

combined with an equivalent amount 
of on-the-job training. In addition, 
most have completed training in 
various specialized areas such as 
underground cable fault detection, 
power quality assessment, energized 
line maintenance, climbing, and pro¬ 
tective device coordination. 

Our engineering technicians are 
not only schooled in line design, but 
also are retrained periodically to keep 
abreast of ever changing construction 
codes and government regulations. 
Metering of electric energy con¬ 
sumption is one of the most rapidly 
changing segments of our industry, 
and there too, our employees are well 
versed in the latest technological ap¬ 
plications and are on par with, or 
superior to, any utility in the area. 

In the data processing arena, 
our computer services personnel are 
well trained in both mainframe and 
local area network (LAN) applications 
and both types of systems are used to 
address the diverse informational re¬ 
quirements of your Cooperative. 

All of Southeastern’s forestry de¬ 
partment employees are periodically 
retrained and licensed by the State 
of Illinois for herbicide applications, 
and three Cooperative employees are 
currently training to become certified 
arborists. 

In a world of constant change, the 
education and training of Southeastern 
employees and board members is of the 
utmost importance if your Cooperative 
is to meet its goal of providing reliable 
electric service at an affordable price. It 
has been our experience that education 
doesn’t cost—it pays. 

See you next month and as always, 
“Well keep the lights on for you.” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Lou Ann Boaz Sykes, Simpson, IL 
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2003 Youth to Washington Tour 

Your Cooperative has always been commit¬ 
ted to improving the quality of life of its 

members. One way we do this is by enhanc¬ 
ing the lives of young leaders in our commu¬ 
nity. Today’s youths are our country’s future 
and we are committed to encouraging them 
to be leaders in our society. We do this by 
providing college scholarships and sending 
students to Washington, D.C. to experience 
and witness their government in action. 

Some 60 students from Illinois partici¬ 
pate in this trip each year. These students 
will learn about the foundation on which 
this country was formed. They will be able 
to “see” our nation’s history through visits 
to Arlington Cemetery, Gettysburg, the Ho¬ 
locaust Museums and many historic monu¬ 
ments and memorials. Students will learn 
how our country operates today by meeting 
with members of Congress and seeing the 
Supreme Court and the U.S. Capitol. And 
students will leave with a better under¬ 
standing of what role they can play in their 
country’s future. 

During the week, students will also have 
the opportunity to meet with students from 
42 other participating states. The overall 
group of students usually totals more than 
1,300 each year. The “Youth to Washington” 
program has helped thousands of youths 
across the country learn more about govern¬ 

ment and the legislative process. Past alumni 
of the tour include State Representative Art 
Tenhouse and former State Representative 
Tom Ryder. 

The tour, which is in its 44th year, is 
well supervised and available to high school 
sophomores and juniors. In addition to stu¬ 
dents sponsored by an Illinois cooperative, 
children and grandchildren of Co-op employ¬ 
ees, members and directors are eligible and 
encouraged to participate as “Willie Wire- 
hand” students. The cost of sending these 
students is $850, which includes all travel, 
lodging, meals, insurance and tickets. 

This year’s “Youth to Washington” tour 
will take place June 13-20, 2003. For more 
information, please call Sunday Whitlock or 
Dustin Tripp at the Cooperative at (618) 273- 
2611 ext. 170 or 166 or contact your high 
school’s guidance counselor. Also, visit the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 
Web site at www.aiec.coop. 
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Welcome new members 
NINNESS, THOMAS L 
HEALY, DEAN 
GILES, KEELY A 
BURTIS, JEREMY 
HANSON, DONALD L 
GIBBS, AMY 
EDWARDS, PAMELA N 
GOLF USA 
HEADRICK, SHELLY 
WEFLER, LATISA M 
GOOD, ELIZABETH 
ADAMS, GAILAN 
ALBERS, WAYNE A 
BLUE, DONALD A 
HUTCHINSON, RICHARD A 
PATYSKI, MARK A 
ROBERTSON, BUD 
VINSON, MICHAEL 
MURPHY, DUSTY 
PHELPS, TRACI 
AUTOMOTIVE IMPRVMT 
GROVES, RAYMOND M 
EILERS, ROBERT W 
BROOKS, JENNIFER 
HILL, JOHN F 
CHILDERS, ERIC M 
EASLEY, RICHARD 
MARTIN, KEITH D 
P ROYAL PROPS. LLC 
KORELC, APRIL 
CARTER, AMANDA 
CHAPMAN, JOSH 
KEY, SHARON A 
BEAN, GREGORY A 
CARMAN, CHRIS 
GIROT, JOE 
HIGGINS, PATRICK R 
HUBBARD, TIMOTHY 
MILLER, DAVID E 
NAKUTIS, CYNTHIA L 
WILKINS, GEORGE 
BORDENAVE, ROBERT J 
HATHAWAY, JOHN C 
COOK, MICHELLE 

ANDERSON, PHILLIP 
BANKER, STEVEN E 
BLUM, THERESA 
BRAY, JOEL L 
BRILEY, CHRISTIAN 
BRYANT, WANDA S 
BRUCE, WILLIAM G 
BUTTS, MELVIN R 
CLARK, RENEE 
CUFF, JAMES J 
EDDS, DAVID 
FOSTER, JOY 
FURLOW, ADAM 
GASS, JACOB A 
GREEN, MICHAEL L 
GENTRY, TERRY 
GONZALEZ, ARVIL J 
HAUN, ORLAND D 
JOHNSON, JOSH 
LITTLETON, BETTY S 
LOFTON, W K 
NAPIORKOWSKI, TERRI 
REDMAN, CHRISTOPHER W 
RIDGWAY, JAMES 
RILEY, GAYLA 
SCHMIDTKE, CHRIS M 
T-MOBILE USA, INC 
WALDRON, RUSSELL V 
WARD, KRISTINA 
WILCE, JOHN R 
WILLIAMS, AMY M 
WILLIAMS, MIKE 
WINTERS, ROBIN D 
O’DELL, LISA G 
HOWE, ROBERT J 
BURNS, DAVID L 
HILL, BRANDON 
EVEANS, BELINDA 
FAULKNER, JEREMY 
U-BETCHA OUTDOORS 
THE BANK OF HERRIN 
CUMMINGS, CECIL E 
HALL, CANDICE M 
LEWIS, MICAH 

MARTIN, JANET 
MEAD, DONALD 
WINN, ROBERT E 
MCC IL LLC 
CLORE, BENJAMIN D 
DEMPSEY, RANDALL L 
DUTTON, JON 
FERRIS, DIANNA S 
GOW, DAVID W 
HUGHART, CHARLES S 
JACKSON, LA WANDA J 
ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOC 
RABAT, THOMAS J 
KNIGHT, GARY 
KLESZEWSKI, RAY 
MCGUIRE, TERRENCE 
MIDDLETON, DAWN M 
ROBLES SR, GEORGE G 
RAMSEY, RICHARD WM 
ROSE, STEVEN 
SCOTT, CHARLES A 
SHARP, HEATHER R 
SHELBY, JOHN R 
SMITH, SHANE 
FLAMINI, JAMES A 
TREAT, JOYCE L 
ALLGYER, JAMES M 
COLCLASURE, MICHAEL 
COX, KATHLEEN A 
FAIRCHILD, DON 
BOYD, PAMELA CLARK 
NIPPER, GABE 
MARSHALL, C S 
WERNER, LYNDALL 
BARRON, CANDICE R 
BLADES, KEVIN 
CODE, EDWARD J 
DUREN, WILLIAM D 
FEAZEL, NATHAN 
GREENWELL, CHRIS 
KEY, CONNIE B 
MCCORMICK, WELDON 
MEYER, KEITH 

Our offices will be closed Monday, 
February 17 to observe President’s Day 
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F ireplaces help warm your family’s home, but can be dangerous if not 
properly attended. Please follow these steps to keep your home safe 
and warm in the dead of winter: 
Check your fireplace and chimney often and keep them clean and in 
good repair. 
Always use a good fire screen in front of the fireplace. 
Keep the damper set so the draft (flow of air) will remove all smoke and 
gases. 
Keep the area near the fireplace clear of materials like papers, books, 
toys, etc. 
Never leave a fire unattended, and make sure the fire is completely 
out before going to bed or leaving the house. 
Always keep a fire extinguisher close at hand. Make sure everyone 
knows how to use it. Keep emergency phone numbers on or next to 
the telephone. 
Do not stack artificial logs in the fireplace like you would real wood. 
Do not use your fireplace if it has loose bricks or needs to be 
cleaned. 
Do not bum charcoal, coal or plastic materials (wrap, cups, plates, 
etc.). 
Never bum garbage in the fireplace. 
Never use gasoline or other such liquid to start a fire. 
Do not allow small children near the fireplace. 

For other questions about fireplace safety, call your local electric cooperative. 

POWER 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
they are in the “ON” position. 

If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
lamaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 
■^1 If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 

To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This phone 
number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency 

Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and 
will be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 

Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only [8771 300-8405 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

General 
Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

Commitment to Community Mergers and acquisitions are 
common occurrences in the 

electric industry, and the recent ac¬ 
quisitions of CIPS and Illinois Power 
by out of state corporations have left 
your Cooperative as the only locally 
owned power supplier in the south¬ 
eastern corner of the State. 

One typical disadvantage result¬ 
ing from mergers and acquisitions 
is the loss of local purchasing and 
local offices. Multi-state corporations 
almost always centralize purchasing 
to reduce costs and close local of¬ 
fices to improve their bottom line. 
While those practices can increase 
profits for the corporation, they are 
usually detrimental to the local com¬ 
munity. 

The founders of Southeastern 
recognized the importance of cus¬ 
tomer service and configured the 
Cooperative to provide the quickest 
response possible to construction 
and maintenance issues, includ¬ 
ing power outages. More specifi¬ 
cally, Southeastern has a central 
headquarters located in Eldorado 
and stations eight linemen there 
for construction and maintenance 
purposes. 

The Cooperative maintains a 
duplicate arrangement at its Marion 
District Operations Center, and also 
has two line crews and two utility 
servicemen at the Benton District 
Operations Center. Because the 

Bs utility servicemen in those 
headquarters have staggered 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

work weeks, the Cooperative is able 
to provide certain services there 
from Monday through Saturday. 

The Cooperative also has small 
district offices located in Golconda 
and Rosiclare. Currently, four 
linemen work out of each of those 
district offices, and service is avail¬ 
able on a Monday through Friday 
basis. 

Both the Golconda and Rosi¬ 
clare district offices have limited 
space available for accommodating 
the equipment and materials neces¬ 
sary to provide quality service, and 
since they are only 15 miles apart, 
there are several advantages in 
constructing a new District Opera¬ 
tions Center approximately midway 
between the two. The new building 
will be known as the “Shawnee Hills” 
District Operations Center and will 
house eleven employees, including 
two line crews, one forestry crew, 
two utility service personnel and 
one engineering technician. 

Although Southeastern’s con¬ 
figuration of a central headquar¬ 
ters surrounded by three District 
Operations Centers results in a 
somewhat greater expense than 
a single central headquarters, our 
bottom line at the end of the year is 
not how much money we made, but 
how well we served our members. 

See you next month and as al¬ 
ways, “Well keep the lights on for 
you.” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Gregory Twitchell, Elizabethtown, IL 

co 
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If you have not attended your co-op’s annual meeting, you’re 

missing a great experience. At the annual meeting you will 

learn about your cooperative’s plans for the future, elect your 

board representation, get a chance at some great prizes, and have 

a chance to visit with old friends and the cooperative’s employees. 

And this experience is unique to cooperative members be¬ 

cause cooperatives follow a set of seven principles that differenti¬ 

ate them from other electric utilities. These principles are: 

Ini JII mr ettenM jeer 
■ereliie’s enenl neeflni? 

Q Voluntary and Open Membership. Q Autonomy and Independence. 

Cooperatives are open to all persons able to 

use their services and willing to accept the re¬ 
sponsibilities of membership, without gender, 

social, racial, political or religious discrimina¬ 
tion. 

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help organiza¬ 

tions controlled by their members. If they enter 

into agreements with other organizations or raise 
capital from external sources, they do so on terms 

that ensure democratic control by their members 
and maintain the co-op’s autonomy. 

HI Democratic Member Control. 

Cooperatives are democratic organizations con¬ 
trolled by their members, who actively partici¬ 
pate in setting policies and making decisions. 
The elected representatives are accountable 

to the membership. In electric cooperatives, 
members have equal voting rights (one vote 

per member). 

0 Members3 Economic Participation. 

Members contribute equitably to, and demo¬ 

cratically control, the capital of their coop¬ 

erative. At least part of that capital is usually 

the common property of the co-op. Members 

allocate surpluses for such purposes as devel¬ 

oping the cooperative and setting up capital 

reserves. 

^ Education, Training and Information. 

Cooperatives provide education and training for their 
members, elected representatives and employees so 

they can contribute effectively to die development 

of their co-ops. They inform the general public about 
the nature and benefits of co-ops. 

Q Cooperation Among Co-ops. 

Cooperatives serve their members most effective¬ 

ly by working together through local, national, 

regional and international structures. 

£2 Concern for Community. 

While focusing on member needs, cooperatives 

work for the sustainable development of their 

communities through policies accepted by their 

members. 
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■ 1996 Dodge: 4x4, 1/2-ton pickup, ex¬ 
tended cab, 6-foot bed, 5.2L (318) V8, limited 
slip differential, air conditioning, automatic 
transmission, speed control, tilt wheel, AM/ 
FM stereo with cassette. Color: White w/gray 
interior; approximately 129,000 miles, Low 
NADA Book is also Minimum Bid: $7,275.00. 
UNIT #65A. 

Surplus Equipment For 
■ 1993 Dodge Ram Charger: 4x2, 318 V8, 
automatic transmission, air conditioning, front 
bucket seats only. Color: White w/gray interior; 
approximately 127,922 miles. Minimum Bid: 
$1,000.00. UNIT #30E. 

■ 1994 Jeep Cherokee: 4x4, 4-door, 4.0L 
inline 6 cylinder, automatic transmission, air 
conditioning, speed control, tilt wheel, vinyl 
bucket seats, fold down rear seat. Color: White 
w/gray interior; approximately 161,665 miles. 
Minimum Bid: $1,950.00. UNIT #45E. 

■ 1998 Ford F-250: 4x2, regular cab pickup 
truck, 3/4-ton, 4.6L V8, automatic transmis¬ 
sion, air conditioning, limited slip differential, 
speed control, tilt wheel, AM/FM cassette. 
Color: White w/charcoal gray interior; approxi¬ 
mately 196,522 miles. Low NADA Book is also 
Minimum Bid: $2,475.00. UNIT #83D. 

The above surplus items are available for sale and may be viewed at the Eldorado Headquarters any 
weekday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sealed bids are to be submitted by 4 p.m., Friday, March 14, 2003. 

Please designate the ITEM Number you wish to bid on, your bid price, name, address and tele¬ 
phone number. Bids are to be for an exact dollar amount. Also, mark “SEALED BID” on the outside 
of your envelope and send it to: Don Allen, Surplus Equipment, Southeastern Electric Cooperative, 
P. O. Box 251, Eldorado, IL 62930. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 
Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure Eare in the “ON” position. 
If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 

ker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build- 
. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This phone number 

onitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and 

oe identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 
| Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 

your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 18771 308-8405 
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Welcome new members 
MONTGOMERY, STEPHANIE 
RICHARDSON, BARRY 
STUBBLEFIELD, JAMES B 
WEISS, CYNTHIA S 
ARMES, RALPH 
MOUNT, JUSTIN W 
BARRON, TAMMY 
ADAMS, MELISSA 
SCHUTT, SYBEL 
LAND,SCOTT 
PRESLEY, BOBBI LYNN 
SCHIRR, ROBERT W 
KEITH, BRIAN 
ABNER, LESTER R 
SMITH, CHARLES L 
MONTGOMERY, KEVIN 
JUENGER, MICHAEL 
BEACHY, JONATHAN 
BLACKMAN, LINDEN D 
BRUMITT, SANDRA 
GEO SEARCH 
LOVEALL, STEVE 
MCKENZIE, MARK LEWIS 
MORSE, PATTI J 
PATRICK, SANDRA 

RIDENOVR, BONNIE 
SULLIVAN, GRACE 
WALLACE, TRACY A 
WINTERS, MICHAEL 
WILL, TIMOTHY C 
RONSPIES, ROBERT J 
FAIRLESS, DAVID 
BRADLEY, AMANDA E 
FUEHNE, THOMAS 
FLO RIAN, EDWARD 
MARSHOFF, KAREN 
FERGUSON, TAMMY 
SMICHAWSKI, GERALDINE 
BOSWELL, ASHLEIGH 
STEWART, IDA MAXINE 
SCHWENNEKER, TERRY A 
RZECHULA, MARK 
MEYER, JEFF 
EGGLESTON, ROGER J 
GRIFFITH, TONYA L 
SMITH, JAMES H 
RICHEY, MICHAEL 
RHEAUME, LUCILLE 
GULDBRANDSEN, R S 
BRAUNINGER, RANDY 

BISHOP, PAUL V 
DAVIS, KEVIN 
SPEARS, JASON 
BRYANT & KAUTZ, PC 
KAYS, HEATHER 
ESSARY, ARTHUR L 
KAHOUN, JOSHUA R 
HAFNER, WENDELL M 
MYRICK, STEVON 
ONE WEST REALTY 
BENCIE JR, FRANK 
COOMES, JAMES F 
LEONARD JR, EDWARD T 
MCDANIEL, TIMOTHY 
WITT, PAUL W 
EBERHARDT, DON 
KERLEY, MARCUS JAMES 
MAY, JENNIFER 
STUBBLEFIELD, SCOTT A 
CROSS, TRENT J 
EMERSON, LISA 
GRAHAM, CARROLL B 
MCPHERON, GEORGE 

IOI'IO MST 
for power line safely 

Kids, here are the top ten reasons not to ever interfere^ 
with iiiiv thiii*^ (*;ui«lit in a power line: 

1. You don’t like the nickname “Sparky.” 

2. You don’t like hospital stays. 
3. You don’t want to hear your mother say “I told yon so. 

4. You’d like to live to see your 15th birthday. 

5. You’d like use of both arms and legs. 

6. The balloon, shoe or kite that’s caught in the lines 
isn’t as valuable as your life. 

7. You have a promising future ahead. 

8. It’s not a “cool” thing to mess with. 

9. Fireworks shouldn’t be seen in your county again 
until July 4th. 

10. You know better. 

For more information about power line safety, eall yotir 
local electric cooperative or visit www-safeelectricity-ort*. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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SOUTHEAST 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative MEIdorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

Swap a Tree 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

One of the advantages of living in 
Southern Illinois is the beauty 

of the Shawnee National Forest and 
the great variety of trees that can be 
found not only within the Forest’s 
boundaries, but throughout the 
area. 

Despite the fact that your Co¬ 
operative spends some $1,500,000 
per year on tree trimming and re¬ 
moval programs, we are strong 
advocates for retaining as many 
local trees as possible. 

Your Cooperative’s particular 
problem with trees lies in the fact 
that when trees grow tall enough or 
wide enough to come into contact 
with our power lines, they provide a 
path for electricity to flow back into 
the earth. This results in a variety 
of problems, ranging from blinking 
lights to power outages. 

Several years ago, Southeastern 
initiated a program that has been 
veiy beneficial for both the Coopera¬ 
tive and its members. This program 
is known as “Swap a Tree.” Any tree 
the cooperative has been trimming 
is cut down and replaced with a 
new one. If the member wants the 
trees planted under a power line, 
the choice of replacement trees is 
limited to low growing species such 
as red bud or dwarf fruit trees, but 
if the trees are to be planted away 

from power lines, a number 
~~~ of species are available, in¬ 

cluding oak, maple, tulip poplar, 
willow, pear and gum. 

We do all the work, including 
the complete removal of the old 
tree and planting of the new one. 
We do not remove stumps, but 
as of April 1 of this year, we will 
allocate up to $60 per tree to a 
member for that purpose. 

If you are interested in in¬ 
creasing the reliability of electric 
service to yourself and your neigh¬ 
bors, and are at the same time 
interested in helping preserve 
our environment, please give Bob 
Kielhorn a call at (800) 833-2611, 
ext. 165 and talk with him about 
the large number of tree species 
we have available for planting at 
your home. 

See you next month and as 
always, “Well keep the lights on 
for you!” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Eula Uselton, Shawneetown, IL 

lit® 

Our office 
will be 

closed Fri¬ 
day, April 18 
in honor of 
Good Friday. 
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lasts a lifetime 
People over the age of 65 face the greatest 

risk of dying in a fire. Last year, more than 
1,200 Americans over the age of 65 died in home 
fires, and 3,000 were injured in fire-related in¬ 
cidences. 

So why are older Americans at risk? De¬ 
creased mobility, health, sight and hearing may 
limit a person’s ability to take the quick action 
necessary to escape during a fire emergency. 
And depending on physical limitations, any of 
the actions an individual can take to protect 
themselves from the dangers of fire may re¬ 
quire help from a caregiver, neighbor or outside 
source. 

Here are some fire prevention steps seniors 
can follow: 

install smohe alarms 
• Make sure smoke alarms are installed on 
each level of your home and outside all sleeping 
areas. 
• Test them monthly and replace the batteries 
at least once a year. 
• Caregivers are encouraged to check the 
smoke alarms of those who are unable to do it 
themselves. The chances of surviving a home 
fire almost doubles with the initial warning from 
a smoke alarm. 

Plan your escape 
• Know at least two exits from every room. 
• If you use a walker or wheelchair, check all ex¬ 
its to be sure they can go through the doorways. 
• Make any necessary accommodations, such 
as providing exit ramps and widening doorways 
to facilitate an emergency escape. 
• Unless instructed by the fire department, 
never use an elevator during a fire. 

Don’t isolate yourself 
• Speak to your family members, building 
manager or neighbors about your fire safety 
plan and practice it with them. 
• Contact your local fire department’s non¬ 
emergency line and explain your special 
needs. 
• The fire department will probably suggest 
escape plan ideas and may perform a home fire 
safety inspection and offer suggestions about 
smoke alarm placement and maintenance. 
• Ask emergency providers to keep your spe¬ 
cial needs information on file. 

Llue near an exit 
• If you live in a multi-story home, arrange to 
sleep on the ground floor near an exit. 

Be tire-safe around the home 
• If you must smoke, never smoke in bed or 
near an oxygen source, gas stove, or other flam¬ 
mable object. 
• When cooking, never approach an open 
flame while wearing loose clothing, and don’t 
leave cooking unattended. Use a timer to remind 
you of food in the oven. 
• Don’t overload electrical outlets or extension 
cords. 
• Never use the oven to heat your home. Prop¬ 
erly maintain chimneys and space heaters. 
• Take special precaution if you are on medi¬ 
cation that makes you drowsy. 

For more information on fire prevention, 
contact the United States Fire Administration 
Office at (301) 447-1000, or log on to their Web 
site at www.usfa.fema.gov. 

EMERGENCY CALL -911 
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About 1,000 tornadoes occur in the United 
States each year, causing about 42 deaths 
and massive destruction. Tornadoes can 

happen anywhere at any time. But as they are 
most prevalent in the Midwest in April, May 
and June, now is the time to prepare. 

A very important part of this preparation 
is to update or create your disaster supply kit. 
This kit should contain the following: a flash¬ 
light and radio with extra batteries, a first aid 
kit, emergency food and water, a can opener, 
essential medications, cash and credit cards, 
and sturdy shoes. 

Also be sure to discuss with your family the 
difference between a tornado watch (tornados 
are possible within the area - stay close to 
shelter) and a tornado warning (a tornado has 
been sighted in the area and shelter should 
be sought immediately). Conduct a tornado 
drill each season with your family. Make sure 
everyone is aware of the safest place to seek 
shelter. 

In your home, seek a windowless interior 
room on the lowest level, storm cellar or base¬ 
ment. Mobile home owners will be safer in a 
building with a sturdy foundation or in a low- 
lying ditch away from the unit. If you are driv¬ 
ing when a tornado hits, never try to outrun 
it; get out of the car and try to find shelter, or 
lie in a ditch or low-lying area away from the 
car. 

One option for many families is to build or 
buy a storm shelter. Shelters are available in 
many different styles, both above and below 
ground, and can be built on-site or prefabri¬ 
cated. Below ground shelters are safer from 
flying debris, but are also more susceptible 

to floods and winter freezes. They can also 
require a great deal of land preparation. Above 
ground shelters may be more easily installed 
and built, but can take up more space on your 
land and are more prone to flying debris and 
wind damage. 

Shelters can also be built separate from 
the home, incorporated into an existing home, 
or added to new home plans. In-house entry 
is safer if a tornado is almost upon you, but 
cannot be easily installed into pre-existing 
homes. 

A lot of factors both positively and nega¬ 
tively affect storm shelters. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has 
prepared an 86-page booklet describing these 
factors. It includes suggestions for what to 
look for in a storm shelter, instructions on 
basic installation, cost estimates, reasons for 
storm shelters, and what to ask a manufac¬ 
turer. 

Storm shelters are not required by law 
to pass any testing. But, the National Storm 
Shelter Association (NSSA) has prepared a 
standard for shelters that tests the shelters’ 
ability to withstand great winds, debris impact, 
ground stress and flooding, and entryway door 
security, among other criteria. The FEMA also 
provides a listing of manufacturers that have 
undergone and passed this testing. 

To order a storm shelter booklet, call 
(888) 565-3896 or (800) 480-2520 and ask for 
booklet FEMA 320a. Or, visit the agency’s Web 
site at www.fema.gov/hazards/tomadoes. The 
NSSA can be reached at (877) 700-NSSA or 

www.nssa.ee. 
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Welcome new members 
Roe, Brian K 

Hartline, Justin 
Nyberg, Stephen C 

Rorer, Gail E 
Smith, Leslie Dean 

Troyer, Lavern 
Williams, Mindy 

Newman, Brandi S 
Miller, Kenneth 

Loftus, Ray 
Arnett, Tanya 

Yother, Michelle 
Sronce, Michelle M 

Smith, Paul 
Lemons, Glen 

Watson, Lee Ann 
Williams, Mike 

Noe, Paul G 
Mayer, Clint 

Buchan, Hershel 
Dammerman, Charles W 

Gambit Golf Lie 
Kip Construction Co 

Jones, Larry A 
Robinson, Toby G 

Cartayas, Epifanio 
Nangle, Marilyn 

Quillman, Micheal 
Rumsey, Cecil 
Smith, Billy J 

Vaughan, Michelle 
Longworth, Hallie J 

Cabaness, Tom 
Kimmel, Douglas S 

Lappin, Tiffany 
Bozovich, David 

Cooper, Richard K 
Russell, Robert P 

Cain, Patricia 
Sanders, Shannon D 

Williams, Gloria 
Anderson, Patrick D 
Alexander, Richard 
Knight, Truman L 
Miller, Danny D 

Landmark Chemical 
Sauerhage, David 

Cash, Rodney 
Barwick, Dawn 

Smith, Jennifer S 

Collins, Shawn H 
Neighbors, Justin 
Robinson, Cecil 
Shaw, Steven J 

Tidaback, Becky 
Whittington, Robert T 

King, Jeremy 
Hastings, Bryan K 

Sandusky, Jason Fred 
Peyton Automotive Rep 

Desloover, John D 
Buonaura, Anthony G 

Gabby, Paul S 
Green, Stephen R 
Slinkard, Shelby J 
Williams, Vicki L 

Villanuba, Juen M 
Olson, Kathy 

Cleary, Joan C 
Heath, Barbara B 
Inglett, Norman R 

Klett, Roger 
Drudge, Delbert E 
Kelley, Timothy S 

Holland, Tom 

POWER 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
they are in the “ON” position. 

If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
bmaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build- 

s. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 
If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This phone number 

is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and 

will be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 

Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1877] 300-8405 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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General 
Manager’s 
Comments 

Tk& son 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative MEIdorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

Youth To Washington Tour 

James M. 
“Mick” 

Cummins 

One of the Touchstone Energy® 
principals is “Commitment 

to Community.” As a response to 
that commitment your Cooperative 
initiated a scholarship program 
in 1976 to assist area students 
by annually providing four $400 
scholarships to local junior 
colleges. 

In 2001, the Cooperative's 
Board of Trustees elected to expand 
our Commitment to Community 
through participation in a program 
known as “The Youth to Washington 
Tour.” 

Annually, 23 area high schools 
are invited to participate by 
encouraging junior students to 
write a one-page essay on the 
subject, “Why I would like to visit 
Washington, D.C.” This year four 
schools, Benton Consolidated, 
Hardin County, Herrin, and Norris 
City-Omaha-Enfield elected to 
participate. 

Each of the four schools 
selected the best essay written 
by their students and forwarded 
it to Southeastern, where the 
essays were evaluated by our staff. 
Savannah Davis from Hardin 
County and Sara Hatfield from 
Norris City-Omaha-Enfield were 
selected as the winners and all 
of their expenses to Washington 
for the period June 13-20 will be 

paid for by Southeastern. 
They will also attend a 

“Youth Day Program” at Springfield, 
Illinois, courtesy of the Cooperative. 
The first runner up in the contest 
was Aaron Wolfe from Benton 
Consolidated. 

As usual all of the essays were 
outstanding and we would like to 
share this year’s winning entries 
with you. so here they are: 

Why I would like to visit 
Washington, D.C.? 
by Savannah Davis 

Why would one rather be any 
where else? Only in Washington 
can visitors be inspired by touring 
the magnificent Capitol Building 
and Washington Monument by day 
and be moved by taking in magical 
performances by the national 
symphony by night. One might 
love to see the Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Smithsonian Institute, 
Air and Space Museum, and of 
course our wonderful Pentagon. 
There is only one place in the world 
that one would get to do all these 
things, and that is Washington DC. 
From its celebrated symbols of 
patriotism to its undiscovered truth, 
the sites and sounds of Washington 
DC inspire millions of visitors every 
year. Most enjoy all the wonderful 
events that happen during the time 
one would visit this profound place. 

Washington DC’s annual festivals 
are well known all around the world. 
Thousands gather to see the elegant 
cherry trees while others congregate 
along the National Mall to watch the 

continued on 16b 

MAY 2003 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



spectacular Fourth of July fireworks light up 
the sky. From the Ronald Reagan building to 
the National Gallery of Art and from the civil 
war to civil rights, it has it all. Washington DC 
has wonderful attractions and exciting events, 
but what about the climate? In Washington 
DC experience the glory of all four seasons. 
Warm weather usually prevails from April 
until October. Winters are usually short, with 
more rain than snow. This weather allows 
one to go from city to shining sea. 
In Washington DC there are no boundaries. 
One would start with the nations capitol 
and engulf the scenic beauty of the Eastern 
Seashore. Witness the beauty of our nation's 
monuments and prepare for a visit to the 
beautiful beaches of the Atlantic. The city’s 
wonderful weather opens up the opportunity 
to enjoy all the wonderful things that one 
might enjoy. 

Now I come to ask “Why wouldn’t one 
go to Washington DC?” and still have no 
answer. There is an unlimited amount of 
things that anyone could do. There is things 
for kids, teens, and adults. I would love the 
opportunity to get to explore this wonderful 
place. Maybe once in my life I will be blessed 
enough to get to go to this magnificent place. 
Until then I will go on telling everyone how 
much fun it would be to see Washington DC: 
an American Experience. 

Why I would like to visit 
Washington, D.C.? 
by Sara Hatfield 

I want to go to Washington for many 
reasons. The three main reasons are as 
follows: I am interested in how national 
leaders affect people’s lives, it would 
undoubtedly open my eyes to an assortment of 
career opportunities and, I should hope what 

Memorial Day closing 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative will be closed on 
Monday, May 26 in honor of 

Memorial Day. We will reopen at 
8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 27. 

is the most obvious reason, it is the nation's 
capital! 

A trip to Washington would help me 
to better understand how our government 
functions and affects people’s lives. This in 
turn, would not only satisfy my curiosity, but 
it would make me a better citizen. I would be 
more capable of utilizing the public resources 
and making informed decisions. In this time 
when it seems that crises are never-ending, 
with North Korea threatening to use an atomic 
bomb, Iraq, France and other nations against 
us, and of course terrorism, it is becoming 
more and more imperative that we, the U.S., 
have responsible citizens knowledgeable 
enough to make important decisions. 

Also, a trip to Washington would show me 
a whole new world of career choices. Gaining 
a new understanding of politics will surely 
change my perception of many jobs. This may 
result in swinging my life in a slightly different 
direction. I would hate to think that I missed 
a chance to have my dream job only because I 
didn’t know just enough to get my attention on 
it. This trip to Washington could change my 
life! 

Last of all, I would be absolutely thrilled 
to go to Washington, D.C. because it is 
the nation’s capital. It would be such an 
opportunity just to get to experience being 
in the capital. I could spend days just 
exploring it. Of course, I want to see the 
Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, 
the Capitol Building, the White House, the 
Pentagon, and the Smithsonian, etc. The 
history of Washington is a big part of what 
makes me want to go there. However, I am 
not only interested in Washington’s past, but 
its present and future. What exactly happens 
in Washington on a day to day basis, and what 
will it be like when I am an adult? 

Going to Washington, D.C., is such a 
great opportunity, especially for a high school 
student such as myself. I would learn about 
the effects of the choices of our national 
leaders. A whole new field of career choices 
would be opened to me, and it’s the United 
States’ capital! 

See you next month and as always, “We’ll keep 
the lights on for you!” 

Readership Prize Winner 
Kayla Vreeman, Grantsburg, IL 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • EO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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IN 
CO 

JEFFERSON CO. 

DURING THE YEAR OF 2003 

SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

WILL BE MOWING BRUSH ON POWER LINE 

RIGHTS-OF-WAY IN THE ABOVE SHADED AREAS. 
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JEFFERSON CO. 

FROM THE EARLY PART OF MAY 2003 TO 

SEPTEMBER 2003 SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 

COOPERATIVE WILL BE APPLYING CHEMICAL HERBICIDE 

TREATMENT TO POWER LINE RIGHTS-OF-WAY IN THE 

ABOVE SHADED AREAS. 
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JEFFERSON CO. 

Macedonia 

lentpn 
Chistophei 

Broughton 
7-7 

Walpoie 
7-6 

Thompson' 'iHe 
SAUNI 

'RANKUII  . - 

Odorado 

9-10 

Shawneetown 

GALLATIN 

HARDIN CO. 

11-8 

Gorevill* 

combe 

Vienna 

ilconda 

JOHNSON to. 
MASSAC CO 

DURING THE YEAR OF 2003 

SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

FORESTRY CREWS WILL BE PERFORMING 

NON-EMERGENCY TRIMMING OF TREES ADJACENT TO 

OUR POWER LINES IN THE ABOVE SHADED AREAS. 
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from substations 
ummer is a time for children to 
explore and play, but they need to 
know how and where to play safely. 

Teach your children to respect electric 
substations. 

Your cooperative has posted warning 
signs on all substation fences for your family’s 
safety. But do your children understand 
these signs and the dangers within the 
high-voltage area? 

Warn your children not to play near 
substations, and never to climb on or 
over the surrounding fences, even if 
their favorite football was thrown 
inside it. Leave the ball alone and 
call your local co-op. 

Remember, your cooperative’s 
linemen have the proper gear and 
are trained to work in dangerous 
high-voltage situations. 

At your cooperative, we care 
about your family’s safety. Please 
warn children about all the 
dangers of electricity. 

For more safety tips, go to www.safeelectricity.org 
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It’s easy to get too relaxed around electricity. After 
all, we use it every day and it is generally harmless. 
But we need to remember the dangers of electricity 
when it is improperly used. May is National 
Electrical Safety Month, and this is the perfect 
opportunity to look at your electrical bad habits. 
See if any of these questions pertain to your use of 
electricity. 

■ Are you still plugging in that frayed and 
cracked cord on the bedroom lamp? You know, 
the one the cat chewed on months ago? 

Check all your electrical cords. Replace all 
frayed cords immediately; faulty cords can cause an 
electrical fire. More than 800 people die in electrical 
fires each year. 

■ Did you replace that blown light bulb in the 
bedroom with the proper wattage bulb? Or did 
you choose the first one you saw in the closet? 

Always use the appropriate wattage bulb for a 
fixture. The wrong wattage can cause overheating 
and may lead to a fire. 

■ Have you installed that GFCI in the bathroom, 
kitchen, garage and outside outlets yet? 

Don’t let this crucial chore slip your mind. A 
GFCI, or Ground-Fault Circuit Interrupter, will turn 
off electricity to an outlet when a short to ground is 
detected. This means, if something goes wrong, the 
GFCI can shut off the electricity, and save your life. 

■ Have you remembered to test your GFCIs 
regularly to be sure they are working properly? 

If you have installed your GFCI outlets, check 
them regularly. An easy way to test your outlet is by 
plugging in a nightlight. Press the reset button on 
the GFCI, then turn on the nightlight. Press the test 
button. The light should shut off. When you press the 
reset button again, the light should come back on. 

■ Have you checked your outlets to be sure they 
are not warm to the touch? 

If an outlet feels unusually warm, it could 
indicate an unsafe wiring condition. Unplug all 
cords and contact an electrician. 

■ Do you leave your curling iron, hair dryer or shaver 
plugged in after using it? 

Even appliances that aren’t turned on can 
be hazardous if they come in contact with water. 
It’s best to get into the habit of unplugging these 
appliances. 

■ Have you forgotten to replace that broken 
faceplate on the outlet in the living room? 

Any exposed wiring due to a broken or missing 
faceplate is a shock hazard. 

■ Do you tuck your electric blanket in to keep it 
in place? 

When curling up with an electric blanket, make 
sure nothing lays on top of it, and that it is not 

tucked in. When covered, the blanket can become 
overheated and cause a fire. 

■ Did you get your brand new DVD player home to 
discover it wouldn’t plug into your outlet? Did you 
break the third prong off the plug to make it fit? 

Never remove the third plug, the grounding 
plug, from a cord. The plug grounds electricity and 
protects you from shock. Simple and cheap adapters 
are available at most stores. 

■ Did you hide that lamp cord underneath the rug 
beneath the couch? Or staple it to the baseboard 
along the wall? 

Cords placed underneath rugs can overheat and 
cause a fire. Nails, staples or furniture can damage 
the cord's insulation. 

■ Have you been using that extension cord on a 
permanent basis? 

Extension cords are meant to be temporary, they 
can become a fire hazard if used continuously. Also, 
be sure you are using a properly rated cord for the 
wattage you need. 

■ Did you grab your indoor extension cord in a 
pinch to use outside? 

Use outdoor extension cords for outside jobs. 
A sudden rain shower could be disastrous for an 
improper cord. Also consider using cords with GFCI 
extensions for added protection. 

■ Have you had your electric wiring checked by 
an electrician? 

More than 50 million homes have outdated 
wiring. Have your wiring checked if your home is 
more than 40 years old or you have added major 
appliances to the electric load in the last 10 years. 

■ Have you called your utilities about that hole 
you plan to dig for your new fence? 

Hitting a line while digging can not only 
harm you, but can also cut off power to your 
neighborhood. Remember to call before you dig. 

■ Are you getting ready to clean out those gutters 
or trim the trees? 

Dozens of people are killed each year from 
contact with overhead power lines. Remember to 
always look up before using a ladder or climbing 
a tree. If wood or metal come into contact with a 
power line, it could be disastrous. Keep at least 10 
feet away from power lines. 

■ Do you know how to find out more about 
electrical safety? 

Call your electric cooperative for tips on 
electrical safety. You can also visit the National 
Electric Safety Foundation Web site at www.nesf.com 
or Safe Electricity at www.safeelectricity.org. 
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Welcome new members 
Endsley, Joseph Balestri, Karen A Fuerback, Carl 
Alexander, Dennis Biley, Larry Binger, Thomas M 
Bookwalter, Larry Bowen, Jeffrey G Choate, Kris 
Crain, William Dale Delaporte, Ann Endicott, Curtis L 
Green, Glaydis Jacoby. Emma Humphrey, Frank 
Kainz, Joseph A Norton, Sharrol Netherton, David 
Pearce, Sarah Robinson, Robert L Smith, J Craig 
Story, Lora S Thomas, Garrett L Ventress. Cathy M 
Watson, David Waters, Michael B Marion Mob Prtners Lp 
Global2way Acquisitio Misker, Edward Vaughn, Jason 
Penley, Chris Morris Jr, Joseph A Chambless, Jenifer 
Uco Energy Inc Walker, Gloria Harris, Lisa K 
Cable, Paula G Twitchell, Michael J Rose, S Ardeth 
Russell, Troy Lane. Robert H Hobbs, Lincoln K 
Allen, Raymond Lee Crubel. Patrick H Steele, Jason 
Kreuter, John Reed, Edna Newcomb, Brian 
Pennington, Ramona L Wright, Eddie Reeder. Jennifer L 
Arnett, Jason Hankins. Brandon S Moreno, Amanda J W 
Clancy, Evelyn Jones, Amy Kuhnke, William David 
Toler, Kelley Phillips, David Hess, James R 
Oakley, Jerry D Bryant, Anthony M Bynum, Fred W 
Spears, Stephanie Mcmanis, Clarence Gazall Do LLC, Mark R 
Norris, Matthew Craig, Carla J Davis, Terry L 
Hubbs. Daniel MRR Enterprises Persinger, Loueta S 
Trobiani, Sam King Tut's Arclar Company LLC 
Thomas, Anita K Starks Bros Homes Inc Stierwalt, Matthew 
Gooch, Darrin Mcfall. Donna Holden, David 
Mountjoy, Mary L Pruitt. Beverley Gunter, Jason R 
Vreeman, Kayla Basnett, M Greg Knight, Sharon Sue 
Aguilar, Julie Blair, Amanda M Kaszian, Mark 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in 
the “ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the "ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone 1-877 399-8405. This phone number is 

monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and will be 

identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record will then be 
generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize 

j]g your phone number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter 
their seven-digit phone number (without area code) in order to report the 

outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a 
vmessage. It is important you leave your name, phone number 

and location of the outage. Retrieving messages and entering 
them into the system is time consuming; therefore, please 
leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric 

service. Do not remain on the line for an operator because 
a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a 

current listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the 
Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to 

report power failures very quickly. Once your outage has been 
reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will 

restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will 
not shorten the length of the outage, but may hinder the efforts of other 

members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1-877 399-8405 
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SOM 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative MEIdorado, Illinois 

One of the attributes that makes 
cooperatives different is the com¬ 

mitment they have to their communi¬ 
ties. While it’s true that cooperatives 
don’t have the huge mega-bucks to 
give away like some of the big inves¬ 
tor-owned utilities, not-for-profit coop¬ 
eratives contribute through long-term 
relationships with the communities 
they serve, and cooperatives maintain 
a local office where members can visit 
if the need arises. 

As a part of our commitment to our 
community, Southeastern has been us¬ 
ing a 10 percent ethanol-blended gaso¬ 
line for more than a decade and all of 
our gasoline-powered vehicles utilize 
that fuel. Despite its detractors, who 
predicted we would have all kinds 
of mechanical problems resultant 
from the use of ethanol, there have 
been none, and recently we retired a 
three-quarter ton pickup truck with 
approximately 200,000 miles on it, 
with absolutely no engine problems. 

By the end of 2003, the United 
States will be producing more than 2 
billion gallons of ethanol and if used 
to fuel our cars and trucks (which can 
be modified to run on an 85 percent 
ethanol-blend) would displace almost 
9 percent of imported foreign oil. 

Not long ago, the cooperative began 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

using soy-diesel in all of its diesel 
powered equipment. Although we 
are being conservative by using a 
blend of 2 percent soy, we believe 
the slight extra cost of this fuel will 
prove to be worthwhile. 

One bushel of soybeans will 
make about 1.5 gallons of soy oil. If 
2 percent of the diesel fuel currently 
used in the U.S. was displaced with 
soy-diesel, it would create a market 
for an additional 46 million bushels 
of soybeans. 

The use of bio-fuels may seem 
like a minuscule issue, but in fact, 
such use of bio-fuels increases the 
market price of corn and soybeans, 
increases the income of farmers, 
improves the local rural economies, 
reduces our dependence on foreign 
oil and produces cleaner air. 

If everyone would get on board 
and use bio-fuels, perhaps the Mid¬ 
west could become as important a 
fuel source as the Middle East some¬ 
day. 

See you next month, and as al¬ 
ways, “Well keep the lights on for 
you.” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Joyce Wyciskalla, Benton, IL 
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Front row from left are former Senator Larry Woolard, Savannah 
Davis, chaperone Dustin Tripp, Sarah Hatfield and Representa¬ 
tive Brandon Phelps. 

Two area high school stu¬ 
dents were among a group 

of some 300 students partici¬ 
pating in “Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric and Telephone Youth Day” 
activities held in Springfield on 
April 2. 2003, co-sponsored by 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative. 

Illinois Governor Rod 
Blagojevich proclaimed Wednes¬ 
day, April 2, 2003, as “Illinois 
Rural Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day.” The proclamation 
honors students from through¬ 
out the state who are finalists in 
the “Youth to Washington” tour 
program sponsored by the Il¬ 
linois electric and telephone 
cooperatives. 

Students from this area 
participating in the day's ac¬ 
tivities were Savannah Davis 
of Herod and Sara Hatfield of 
Norris City. 

Their day began at the State 
Capitol, where the students met 
with Representative Brandon 
Phelps, former Senator Larry 
Woolard and Secretary of State 
Jesse White. They later toured 
the Illinois Supreme Court, 
the Executive Mansion and 
Lincoln's Tomb. 

Savannah and Sara will 
participate with some 70 other 
downstate Illinois students on 
the June 13-20 tour of Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

This is the 44th year of 
youth activities sponsored 
by the electric and telephone 
cooperatives in Illinois. The 
cooperatives annually send 
outstanding high school stu¬ 
dents from downstate Illinois 
to Springfield and Washington, 
D.C. 

During the week-long tour of 
Washington. D.C., the students 
will see the Civil War battle¬ 

fields at 

During visits to the U.S. 
Capitol, the students will meet 
with Senator Richard Durban 
and Senator Peter Fitzgerald, 
and will meet downstate Illi¬ 
nois congressmen at a special 
Capitol Hill luncheon. 

The Youth to Washington 
tour is sponsored by Spoon 
River Electric and the electric 
and telephone cooperatives of 
Illinois. 

shrines and monuments in 
Washington. They’ll tour 
the Mount Vernon home of 
George Washington, the White 
House, Arlington Cemetery, the 
Washington Cathedral and the 
Smithsonian Museum. They’ll 
visit the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the National 
Archives. 

Gettysburg 
and visit 
the historic 
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Nominating Committee Chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc., A Nominating Com¬ 

mittee was chosen April 22, 2003, consisting of the following Cooperative members: 

DISTRICT NO. 1 
Cindy Friend 
2443 Rentfro Lake Road 
Royalton, IL 62983 

DISTRICT NO. 2 
W. D. Fisher 
22793 East Heard Lane 
Macedonia, IL 62860 

DISTRICT NO. 5 
Todd Drone 
17140 Zion Cemetery Road 
Ridgway, IL 62979 

DISTRICT NO. 6 
Robert L. Stricklin 
5141 Moake School Road 
Marion, IL 62959 

DISTRICT NO. 9 
Joseph C. Whitehead 
4845 Tunnel Hill Road 
Tunnel Hill, IL 62972 

DISTRICT NO. 10 
Sandra L. Potts 
R. #1 - Box 59 
Rosiclare, IL 62982 

DISTRICT NO. 3 
Carl L. Smith 
R.#5 - Box 164 
McLeansboro, IL 62859 

DISTRICT NO. 4 
Jon Ward 
14777 Dillingham Road 
Thompsonville, IL 62890 

DISTRICT NO. 7 
James E. Haney 
821 Pierson Hill Road 
Harrisburg, IL 62946 

DISTRICT NO. 11 
R. C. Davidson, Jr. 
R. #3 - Box 136 
Golconda, IL 62938 

DISTRICT NO. 8 
Leroy Capeheart 
6175 Saline Mine Road 
Shawneetown, IL 62984 

The Committee will meet at the office of the 
Cooperative on Tuesday, June 10, 2003, at the 
hour of 10:00 a.m., for the purpose of nominat¬ 
ing four (4) candidates for three-year terms as 
Trustees of SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELEC¬ 
TRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. Trustees whose 
terms are expiring include: W. S. Richardson, 
15483 Snowflake Road, Ewing, IL 62836 (Dis¬ 

trict #2): Kenneth Hathaway, 390 Lambert Road, 
Harrisburg, IL 62946 (District #7); Jack Logs¬ 
don, Jr., 9100 Buckeye Road, Shawneetown, IL 
62984 (District #8); and Gary Hise, R. #1 Box 
34C, Golconda, IL 62938 (District #11). 

Joseph L. Mario, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

Keep cool for less this summer with these energy-efficient tips from your electric cooperative. 
• Install inexpensive window shades, and keep them closed during the day. 

• Close windows and doors before leaving for work, and open them in the evenings. 
• Install a programmable thermostat to automatically adjust the temperature higher when no one is at 

home. 
• Use circulating fans when you are in a room; turn them off when you leave. 
• Use window fans to bring in cool air at night, and push out hot air during the day. 
• Use whole house fans to exhaust hot air from your home. 
• Keep your air conditioner’s blades, evaporator coils, registers and condensers properly cleaned and main¬ 

tained. This can mean a 10 to 40 percent energy savings. 
• Clean air conditioner filters every 1 to 4 months. 
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Welcome new members 
Lemasters, Dorothy A 
Golightly & Long LLC 
Joiner, Stacey 
Massengill, Walter 
Broadwell, James R 
Berrong, Audra 
Fricker, Jaime 
FE.T.E. Inc 
Lockwood, Dwight J 
Jeter, Kerry B 
Sharp, Dennis W 
Vaughn, Gary 
Keener, Christy 
Baker, Michael J 
West, Phyliss A 
King, April 
Mcgee, John 
Collins, Norma 
Germann, John R 
Cor so, Tony 

Zeien, Randall 
Ray, Monnie 
Murphy, Michael Dwayn 
Wolf, Frank J 
Taylor, William T 
Knight, Sharlene 
Avery, Ruth Ann 
Summers, Ana 
Duncan, Paul L 
Hartley, William J 
Strata Oil Corp 
Gary, Judy A 
Benes, Tammie 
Raymond, Harold R 
Bargdill, Anna C 
Buckstein, Tricia M 
Oldham III, Charles 
Robertson, Demita J 
White, Arna 
Ward, Bruce A 

Rushing, Anita 
Rackley, Sadi 
G & D Development 
Littleton, Joe W 
Inboden, Clay 
Russell Sr, James R 
Simpkins, John 
Mesler, Keith R 
Hunter, Teresa 
Basnett, John R 
Morris, Todd 
Flanagan, Ruth 
Summers, Andrea M 
Phillips, Gregory A 
Congress Oil, LLC 
Smith, Michael 
Doyle Jr, John E 
Hafford, Jaime 
Kirkman, Rodney W 
Greenpoint Credit 

Carballosa, Elizabeth 
Basso, Rick 
Ragain, Terry 
Holmes, Christy 
Mazar, Patricia A 
Wilson, Amanda 
Blades, Gene 
Warren, Thomas 
Maxwell, Ivan 
Lawson, Barbara L 
Latham, Porter 
Bar nerd, Darla 
Lockard, Michael 
Mayhall, Theresa 
Goins, Billie M 
Horn, Samantha 

POWER 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
they are in the “ON” position. 

If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone num¬ 

ber is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and 

will be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 

Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1-877-399-8405 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative MEIdorado, Illinois 

Long distance phone service A few weeks ago you should have 
received a brochure explaining 

the benefits of the long distance phone 
service offered through your coopera¬ 
tive, but just in case you missed it the 
highlights of the program are sum¬ 
marized below. And if your phone 
bill is like mine, you can easily 
reduce it by 30 percent or 
more. Thousands of mem¬ 
bers and non-members 
have signed up for the 
program and some are 
reporting monthly savings 
of up to 50 percent. 

Unlike those other long dis¬ 
tance offerings, our program is 
simple, has no gimmicks, we do 
not call you at home, and we do 
put our plan in writing. 

This long distance service 
offers many benefits, including: 
• Low rates of 4.9 cents per 

minute for all calls made within the 
State of Illinois, and 6.9 cents for 
calls made to other states (within the 
continental U.S.). 

• There are NO extra costs, NO 
monthly service charges, NO enroll¬ 
ment fees and NO codes to dial. 

• There is NO cost differential for day¬ 
time calls, nighttime calls, weekend 
calls or holiday calls. 

• Our billing is on 6 second incre¬ 
ments as compared to many others, 
who bill on 1 minute increments. 

• You can have a personal 
800 number for NO additional 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

charge and with the same low 
rates. This makes it easy for kids 
who are away from home to call 
and check up on mom and dad. 
We are now offering 60 minutes of 
long distance service for all new or 
returning customers. These min¬ 
utes will be applied to your third 
month of service. 

• In addition, we are now offer¬ 
ing a new referral program for 
our existing long distance cus¬ 
tomers. Simply use the referral 
coupons enclosed with your bill 
to sign up three of your friends 

or neighbors, and when they 
become customers, your 
out of state long distance 
rate will drop from 6.9 to 
5.9 cents. In addition, you 

will receive a credit on your 
monthly phone bill based on 

a percentage of their long dis¬ 
tance usage. 
The core purpose of Southeast¬ 

ern Electric Cooperative is to provide 
valued services and products for the 
benefit of our membership and com¬ 
munities. We believe our long distance 
phone service is consistent with that 
purpose. If you have any questions 
about this program, please call Greg 
Cruse at 1-800-833-2611, Extension 
163. 

See you next month and as al¬ 
ways, “Well keep the lights on for 
you!” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
M.L. Youtzy, Grantsburg, IL 
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Welcome New Members 
Allgaier, Thadison 
Moss, Cheryl K 
Barnaby, Julia A 
Kinkade, Cynthia 
Funk, Roberta L 
Harrison, Glenn A 
Avery, Ryan E 
Partridge, George 
Cameron, Mike 
Dixon, Pearl M 
Mendoza, Amanda 
Price, Cathy D 
Comer Jr, Clarence E 
Clevenger, Roger L 
Miller, Gerald I 
Overturf, Kyle 
Usher, Michael 
Whitecotton, Lawrence 
Bathon, Linda S 
Simmerman, Ray 
Scro, Amber E 
Powell, Charles 
Britton, Timothy O 
Smith, Connie S 
James R Reichert Vlp 
Prince, Kathy 
Holmes, James D 
Baillie, Jack A 
Bundren, Tim 
Douglass, Martha J 

Dunning, Lee C 
Lara, Audrey 
Par tain, Stephanie S 
Adams, Jean 
Almaroad, Charles 
Connor, Sheila 
Hayes, Gary 
Jeffers, Ginger R 
Jones, Mary E 
Littrell, Gary D 
Lowery, Bart A 
Mann, David 
Martin, Roscoe L 
Maynard, Michael S 
Meredith, Michelle D 
Puttman, Mark A 
Corbett, Kevin 
Rowley, Chris 
Crowson, Crystal 
Spann, Madonna 
Jakubco, Michael K 
Langa, Danny 
Baker, Mary 
Beasley, Jeremy 
Bernardoni, Jonathan 
Biers, Dorraine 
Bruce, Donald A 
Conkle, April 
Cowgur, Deborah 

Darnell, Sue 
Denhart, Robert 
Griswold, Peggy 
Hinz, Michael L 
Kirkham, Timothy P 
Lattuca, Allisah C 
McGill, Gary 
Morris, Brian K 
Pool, Bobby R 
Reynolds, Ginger 
Rixie Jr, Thomas M 
Spier, Robert M 
Weaver, Jennifer 
Williams, Jason 
Hatley, Tyler D 
Fly, Walter B 
Bonner, Shane 
Corbett, Carrie J 
Wilson, David T 
Yost, Donald P 
Gray, Stephen A 
Jackson Sr, Ronald 
Kovarik Fil Sand Dirt 
Langston, Keith 
Larrimore, Ben E 
Milligan, Darlene 
Patel, Brijen 
Perkins, Kevin G 
Reando, Clara V 

Regennitter, Gene 
Reinhard, Joseph 
Steele, Walt 
Duvall Jr, Robert E 
Ladley, Leslie Ann 
Shew III, Noah F 
Rogers, Ronald S 
Shaw, Wanda 
Willmore, A J 
Olympus Media Group 
Mitchell, David J 
Bullock, Brandon 
Harriman, Rena F 
Schoon, Donna 
Henderson, Larry 
Johnson, Timothy 
Anderson, Dwain 
Shasteen, Cecil 
Wenzel, Melissa R 
Baker, Andre 
Durham, John W 
Hudson, Daniel 
Kidd, Michael J 
Phelps, Charles A 
Weatherly, Keith 
Carter, Mike 
Dodson, Jason 
Eason, Harold 
Grady, Jennifer R 

Haupt, Lorene 
Lambourn, Robert G 
Lonnon, Jeff 
Rahar, Barry 
Brown, John R 
Emery, Mickey G 
Pennell, Jared 
Horton, James M 
Mitchell, Scott 
Sandefur, Martha L 
Fry, Larry D 
Gearin, A C 
Payne, Timothy 
Crusan, Diana J 
Wilcox, Malissa 
Brown, Ray 
West, Deborah 
Barnes, April 
Mcvicar, Richard 
Sects, William H 
Taylor, Jessie 
Tesina, Frank F 
Wyciskalla, Tonya 
Pflasterer, Kent C 
Reynolds, Jacob 
Kloss, Deborah A 
Lawrence, Carolyn S 
Bloodworth, Diane 
Mungo, Anthony 

washing machine cord pinched against the wall or the back of the appliance? It’s a 
simple problem to fix, but left unattended, these cords present a very real danger. 

For more information go to: 
National Safety Council (www.nsc.org) or 
Safe Electricity www.safeelectricity.org. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JULY 2003 



Capital Credits for 2002 
The most economical method 

of notifying members of 
their capital credit allocation 
is to furnish them with a mul¬ 
tiplication factor, which when 
applied to the total electric bill 
for the year 2002, will deter¬ 
mine the amount of patronage. 
Notices will be mailed to large 
commercial consumers who are 
not on self-billing. 

Self-billing members may 
determine their capital credit 
allocations from Southeastern 
by multiplying their bills paid 
(minus an estimated 5 per¬ 
cent for taxes) by a factor of 
0.00706594. 

For those paying accounts 
under the Small Commercial 
Schedule, multiply by a factor of 

0.00688490 for Southeastern. 
There will not be any capital 

credit allocation for Southern Il¬ 
linois Power Cooperative for the 
year 2002. 

If you are unable to deter¬ 
mine your 2002 allocation, 
the amount credited will be 
furnished on request. 

The bylaws of your Cooper¬ 
ative provide that each member 
shall be notified of the amount 
of patronage capital credited to 
his account. 

A capital credit plan is an 
arrangement under which: (1) 
a cooperative and its members 
expressly agree that any pay¬ 
ment by any patron over the 
cost of serving him is capital 
furnished by the patron to the 

cooperative: (2) the Cooperative 
credits such patronage capital 
on its books to the patrons; 
and (3) such capital will be 
retired when, in the opinion 
of the Board of Trustees, such 
retirement will not impair the 
Cooperative’s financial posi¬ 
tion. 

Capital credits are not nec¬ 
essarily available in the form 
of cash, but are represented 
largely by investments in poles, 
wire, transformers and other 
equipment required to provide 
service. In general, no patron¬ 
age capital can be retired until 
the Cooperative has obtained 
enough capital to take care of 
all its needs. 

ROWER 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
they are in the “ON” position. 

If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone num¬ 

ber is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and 

will be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 

Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1-877-399-8405 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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What do the Fourth of Jutg 
and cooperatives have in common? 

I hen Benjamin Franklin signed the Declaration of Independence, he was credited with saying, “We 
must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately.” 

No wonder Franklin was also the founder of the first successful cooperative formed in the United 
States. Fie organized the Philadelphia Contributionship for the Insurance of Flouses from Loss by Fire 

in 1752. 
The principles behind the Declaration of Independence that form the basis of American democracy are 

also the beliefs that form the basis of cooperatives. 
A cooperative like Southeastern Electric is owned and democratically controlled by the people who use 

its services. Each member has one vote regardless of their equity in the company; that is, wealthy members 
cannot buy more control, and everyone has an equal say. This is in contrast to investor-owned businesses 
in which only shareholders have a vote in how the business is run; and even among shareholders, some 
have more votes than others, depending on their shares of stock. 

The Declaration of Independence also declared the equality of rights 
of its citizens and that people had the right to organize to secure their 
futures when their rights were infringed upon. 

At the time the Declaration was written, democracy was a pretty 
untested idea - but the founders of our country were de¬ 
termined to make it work. % 

So when you celebrate the Fourth of July with 
your families and friends this year, think about those 
principles that inspired our Founding Fathers. They 
also inspired the founders of rural electric cooperatives, ^ 
who were determined > 
to provide reliable, af 
fordable power to secure 
the futures of their rural 
communities. 

t 

IN CONGRESS, J*r /.//- ^ 

States ot^MnvmfoT m mouT^'erfanificm 

^sli vkuifei 
Southeastern Electric Cooperative 

offices will be closed Friday, July 4, 2003, 
in observance of Independence Day. Have a 

safe and happy holiday! ■4 
16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING JULY 2003 



Tkes sow 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

Mind your own business! 
If you’ve never attended a South- 

Eastern Electric Cooperative 
Annual Meeting, you’ve missed an 
opportunity to participate in an 
important function of the business 
you own. 

This year’s Annual Meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 5th 

and will be held at the Southeastern 
College, located on College Readjust 
a few miles south of Eldorado. 

As always, members who register 
and attend will get a $10 credit on 
their power bill, receive a gift, and be 
eligible to have their names drawn 
for a number of prizes, including a 
chance to win one of four $250 cash 
awards. 

Entertainment and registration 
start at 6:00 p.m. and children, ages 
13 and under, may register for and 
possibly win one of 10 gift certifi¬ 
cates valued at $25 each. 

At the business session, which 
starts at 7:00 p.m., members will 
learn about the Cooperative’s past 
year of operation, as well as plans 
for the future. In addition, they will 
participate in the selection process 
of the Cooperative’s Board of Trust¬ 
ees. 

So come on out and “Mind Your 
Own Business,” receive a credit on 
your power bill, pick up an atten- 

lis dance prize, get your name 
put in a drawing for the big 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative #Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

bucks and visit with old friends 
and cooperative employees. 

See you next month and as al¬ 
ways, “We’ll keep the lights on for 
you!” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Charles A Zueck, West Frankfort, IL 

^ Attend the 
SouthEastern Illinois^ 
Electric Cooperative 

Southeastern Illinois College 
Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg 
Or College Drive south of Eldorado 

Registration and entertainment 
begin at 6 p.m. 

Entertainment by 'The Muehlenbeins" 

Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
i Reports of officers 
■ Election of trustees 

■ Other cooperative business 

$10 electric bill credit 
for all members attending the 

annual meeting 

t- 
00 
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SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC 
P. O. BOX 251 f ELDORADO, ILLINOIS 62930 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Meeting of the Members of SOUTHEASTERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., will be held at Southeastern Illinois College, 

Illinois Route 13, East of Harrisburg or South of Eldorado on College Road, on August 5, 
2003; that the period of registration for said Meeting of Members will be from 6 p.m. until 
7 p.m.; business meeting of said Members will convene at 7 p.m. for the purpose of taking 
action upon the reports of Officers, Trustees, and Committees of said Cooperative, for the 
election of four (4) Trustees for terms of three (3) years each, and for such other matters as 
may properly be considered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number of Trustees to be elected at the 2003 Annual 
Meeting is four and that one Member is to be elected from each of Districts 2, 7, 8, and 11. 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
As provided by the bylaws of SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating 

Committee, consisting of the following Cooperative members: 
■ Cindy Friend (District #1) 
■ W. D. Fisher (District #2) 
■ Carl L. Smith (District #3) 
■ Jon Ward (District #4) 
■ Todd Drone (District #5) 
■ Robert L. Stricklin (District #6) 
■ James E. Haney (District #7) 
■ Leroy Capeheart (District #8) 
■ Joseph C. Whitehead (District #9) 
■ Sandra L. Potts (District #10) 
■ R. C. Davidson, Jr. (District # 11) 

met at the office of the Cooperative on June 10, 2003, at the hour of 10 a.m. for the purpose 
of nominating four (4) candidates for three-year terms as Trustees of SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of the meeting. 
The following candidates were nominated: 

i W. S. Richardson (District #2) 
■ Kenneth Hathaway (District #7) 
■ Jack Logsdon, Jr. (District #8) 
■ Gary Hise (District #11) 

Dated at Eldorado, Illinois this 10th day of June, 2003. 

Secretary of the Meeting 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois this 18th day of July, 2003. 

^ Joseph Mario, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ AUGUST 2003 



SouthEastern Illinois 
lliieGtricreooDerativei 

Tuesday, August 5 
Southeastern Illinois College 

Registration and entertainment 
begin at 6 p.m. 

Entertainment by "The Muehlenbeins" 
Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

■ Reports of officers 
■ Election of trustees 

■ Other cooperative business 
■ Numerous prizes 

■ Four $250 cash prizes 
■ Children's drawing for 10-$25 

"Toys R Us" gift certificates 

on your next electric bill for all members 
attending the Annual Meeting! 
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Welcome New Members 
Anderson, R Jason 
Smith, Tina L 
Stoltz, Russell W 
Konemann, Brandon 
Miller, Kevin L 
Wilkes, Thomas 
Hand, Larry S 
Hankins, Jason K 
Hunt, Randy 
Johnson, June 
Kimmel, Andrew 
Roberts, Michael T 
Russell, Sean 
Dollar General Store 
Eckerle, Joseph A 
Minton, Shane A 
Satterlee, Beckiann 
Allen, Bill 
Billington, Richard B 
Chaffin, Carrie D 
Daiber, Victor H 
Felts, Jerry L 
Germann, Roger L 
Thrash, J Jason 

Glenn, Mickey 
Graham, James J 
Johnson, Joe R 
Mccabe, Vhad 
Poynor, Leigh 
Sequerth, Michael S 
Tessone, Richie L 
Turner, Larry D 
Wallace, Ladawnielle 
Fox, Elizabeth J 
United Community Bank 
Kaid, Terry C 
Shaw, John K 
Harris, Darlene 
Fralick, George 
Freebourn, Andrew M 
Giacone, Ronald J 
Greathouse, David R 
Hamilton, Greg 
Johnson, Matthew T 
Joiner, John E 
Redline RC Raceway 
Smith, Lula B 
Velenzuela, James 

Wangler, Gary A 
Gillum, Matthew L 
Macdonald, Megan 
II Dept, of Agriculture 
Scott, Michael 
Wagley, Jeff 
Crain, James C 
Davis, Brandi N 
Estep, Daniel 
Jacobs, Timothy 
Newbury, Amanda D 
Prewitt, Jimmy G 
Robinson, Jim 
Rutherford, Juanita 
Steele, Tony 
Walker, Frank 
Wilkerson, Donald R 
Sloan, Josh 
Claxon, D Dean 
Douglass, Steven 
Griffin, William H 
McCormick, Janet 
Rasor, Margaret M 
Sobieralski, Teresa 

Murrie, Myra 
Bryant, Russell 
Drone, Katie N 
Hughes, Sharon F 
Siler, June R 
Trombetta, Donald E 
West, Chad 
Thacker, Judith Lyann 
Haughawout, Sue 
Kash, Mony 
Patton Jr, Woodrow 
Cowsert, Charles D 
Volkmann, Walter D 
Kase, Robert 
Clements, Joseph D 
Crisp, Jeffrey M 
Emmons, Mary 
Faul, Lafe 
Fry, David 
Rapp, Ellrey 
Wells, L C 
Wilfong, Shannon 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 
Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
are in the “ON” position. 
If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 

breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone num¬ 

ber is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
I Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and 

wnl be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 

| Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1-877-399-8405 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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SOW! 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

Members attending Southeast¬ 
ern’s 65th Annual Meeting held 

on Tuesday August 5th, learned the 
following seven basic facts about co¬ 
operatives: 
• Cooperatives are voluntary or¬ 

ganizations of people who have 
a common interest in providing 
themselves with goods or services 
on a not-for-profit basis. 

• Cooperatives are local. 
• Because cooperatives are local, 

they are more accessible. 
• Consumers have a voice in the op¬ 

eration of cooperatives on a “one 
vote per member” basis. 

• Most electric cooperatives, includ¬ 
ing Southeastern, were originally 
financed by the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration (the REA), a 
federal agency created in the 1930s 
to address the fact that more than 
90 percent of rural homes had no 
electricity at that time. 

• The REA was created to loan 
money to existing power compa¬ 
nies for rural electrification pur¬ 
poses, but despite the availability 
of long-term, low interest loans, 
the existing power companies 
concluded there was no profit in 
serving rural areas. As a result of 
that decision the people of rural 
Southern Illinois joined together 
to provide to themselves what the 
power companies would not, liter¬ 
ally making SouthEastern a power 
company, “for the people and by the 
people.” 
; • Because cooperatives 

are owned by the people they 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative #Eldorado, Illinois 

serve, cooperatives have a commit¬ 
ment to the communities their mem¬ 
bers live in. 

Members also learned that their 
cooperative extended service to 540 
new accounts in 2002 and constructed 
31 miles of new power line. The co¬ 
operative updated two of its substa¬ 
tions to accommodate the new growth 
along the Route 13 corridor west of 
Marion and used extensive testing 
procedures at each of its 36 substa¬ 
tions to improve the reliability of every 
member's electric service. In total, the 
cooperative spent some $4.5 million 
on additions and improvements to its 
electric system. 

The cooperative plans to improve 
clerical and billing services to mem¬ 
bers by installing new equipment, and 
plans to change the billing procedure 
for residential members sometime in 
the future. 

When the change is implemented, 
members will continue to read their 
own meters, but will forward their 
readings to the cooperative, where the 
bills will be calculated and members 
invoiced for the amount due. 

Members also learned that their 
cooperative had one of the lowest rate 
schedules of any of the 26 electric co¬ 
operatives operating in Illinois, and 
despite the fact that Southeastern’s 
wholesale cost of power would in¬ 
crease by 5 percent in September of 
2003, no rate increase was planned 
for 2004, barring unforeseen circum¬ 
stances. 

See you next month and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you!” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Ryan E. Avery, Marion, EL 

o- 
co 
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Your re-elected trustees 
Four area men were re-elected to the board of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative at the 
organization’s 65th annual meeting of members 
held Tuesday, August 5 at Southeastern Illinois 
College. From left are Jack Logsdon of Shawnee- 
town, W.S. Richardson of Ewing, Kenneth Hatha¬ 
way of Harrisburg, and Gary Hise of Golconda. 

Left, a future lineman tries on the gear 
and poses for a photo. Above: General 
Manager Mick Cummins addressed the 
membership. (See his report on page 16a.) 

Free blood pressure checks 
were given to all interested 
members. 
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Roger Kirk new to Utility 
Serviceman-Benton. 
Roger Kirk is filling the Utility Serviceman position 

left vacant by the retirement of John Kittinger. A 
former Line Foreman at the co-op’s Benton Operational 
Center, Roger has been an employee since February 
1980. Prior to coming to the co-op, he served as a fire¬ 
man for five years with the Benton Fire Department. 
Roger and his wife Jacquelin have a daughter, Ashley 
and son, Douglas, both attending SIU-C. 

Christmas came early for 
these children, whose 
names were drawn 
during the meeting for 
$25 “Toys R Us” gift 

ll# certificates. In random 
order are Alex Stricklin, 

r 1 Diana McKinnies, Vanessa 
Williams, Victoria Gross, 

fig® * :: Hannah Logsdon, Emily 
7 j Logsdon, Shalena Ozee, 

Brandon Hale and Daniel 
»  Williams. 

LECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

These lucky winners’ 
names were drawn 
for $250 cash prizes 
during SEIEC’s Annual 
Meeting. They are (I 
to r): Mrs. Smith, Vada 
Moyers, Mrs. Lane, 
James C. Jones and 
James L. Jones. 
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Welcome New Members 
Florez, Xavier 
Ivy, William D 
Hall, Hartley E 
Tucker, Amy R 
Wells, Kent 
Boomer, James E 
Driscoll, Dennis 
Farris, Betty 
Ferguson, David D 
Jenkins, Gerald E 
Jeter, Roger E 
Kent, Charles 
McCoy, Randy R 
Odle, Carrie A 
Owens, Rita 
Roberts, Carrie M 
Roeder, Derrell 
Stapleton, Paul J 
Yates, James W 
Bremer, M Scott 
Ray, Anthony 
Miller, Wayne 
Jacobs, James 

Vinson, James G 
Cochran, Scott 
Mateo, Ruel M 
Mitchell, John K 
Neumann, Jill 
Baker, Bobby G 
Starrick, Linsey 
Alderman, Robert L 
Bowman, Jason 
Chamness, Jean A 
Curd, Norman Lee 
Day, Jerad 
Followell, Vicki 
Irving-Gass, Hugh 
Reynolds, Clifton 
Richard, Matthew K 
Robinson, Tom 
Smith, Jamie A 
Galiher, Paul 
Wells, Elmo 
Barger II, Frank 
Craig, Dixie 

Faulkner, Lee 
Rankin, William 
Trent, Amanda 
Wolf, David P 
Hanson, Darryl L 
Andrews, Jeremy D 
Rankin, Walter R 
Ciarlette, Joseph R 
Coffel, Tom 
Fleyko, Victoria 
Fulton, James E 
Gribble, Doug 
Henry, Lavelle L 
Jennings, Treasa 
Jones, Dale E 
Lovell, David E 
Nalley, Donald Lee 
Palmer, Stanley L 
Pearson, Noah I 
Ray, Melissa 
Ritchey, Kent 
Terry, Johnnie J 

York, Debbie L 
Flannigan, Jean A 
Hargraves, Ramona 
Halm, Gerald 
Verbeck, Jason 
Bishop, William A 
Boatright, Traci 
Strobl, Mary L 
Fleming, Robert K 
Albright, Michael 
Norris, Jason 
Harrison, Emmett T 
Stotlar Development 
Sandefur, Sundown 
Lewis, Amber 
Houser, Bart 
Atkinson, Kenneth 
Barger, Steven 
Bean, Brian 
Beaty, Christopher 
Bowlby, Victoria 
Carter, Brenda 

Danz, Shirley 
Gould, John K 
Jacquin, Daniel M 
Kennedy, Art D 
Kuczynski, Todd M 
Leake, Larry 
Luster, Sonny R 
Martin, Lois 
Mills, Robert 
Prior, Jeremy 
Rehbein, Connie K 
Shelley, Ryan 
Stone, Brandi 
Story, Dave 
Summers, Vicki 
Tincher, Ronald 
Todich, Eric 
Weiss, Mary 
Wells, Lana K 
Driver Jr, Orvil 
Cserny, Mary Suzanne 
Arbeiter, Cathy 

LABOR DAY CLOSING SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative will be closed on 
Monday, September 1 in observance of Labor Day. 

ROWER 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
they are in the “ON” position. SIf you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 

aker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone num¬ 

ber is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
I Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and 

wm be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 

Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1-877-399-8405 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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Tke, 

SOUTHEAST 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

At Southeastern Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, our highest priority is not how 

much money we made at the end of the 
year, but how well we served our own¬ 
ers. Day in and day out, the employees 
and Trustees of Southeastern work 
hard to represent your interests. 

Since electric cooperatives were 
created by their owners to provide to 
themselves what the existing power 
companies would or could not, they 
are literally power companies that are 
“of, by and for” the people they serve. 
Being a member/owner of your Coop¬ 
erative means you and your neighbors 
own the corporation and have a voice 
in the decisions made on your behalf. 
That arrangement is a fundamental 
difference between your Cooperative 
and the other local power suppliers. 

Just listen to the news reports. 
There is no doubt the electric industry 
is changing. The collapse of Enron, the 
continuing power crisis in California 
and the recent East Coast blackout call 
attention to the problems consumers 
face when they do not have a locally 
based advocate working on their behalf 
in a rapidly changing energy market. 

Lets face it! Most folks are busy 
with their own jobs and families, and 
simply do not have the time to get in¬ 
volved in the details of what is required 
in order to provide a safe, reliable 
source of electric energy. That’s where 
your Cooperative comes in. Our job is 
to be your advocate - to put you first 
- as we work in the energy industry on 
your behalf. 

The trust you’ve placed in us is 
something we take very seri- 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative #Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

ously. Changes in the electric energy 
industry have certainly given others 
the opportunity to take advantage of 
consumers, but your Cooperative will 
continue to strive to ensure that the 
interests of every member we serve 
are protected - from the largest in¬ 
dustrial accounts to the small busi¬ 
ness owner, and to every one of the 
hard working families that belong to 
the Cooperative. 

Our vision for the future is one 
that puts the consumer first - above 
all other priorities. This has been the 
commitment of SouthEastern for six 
and a half decades and it remains so 
today. 

See you next month, and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you!” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Dena Ann Byrd, Harrisburg, EL 

INDOOR HOME SAFETY 

pmfs Tens of thousands of fires 
are caused each year by 
electrical problems 

inside the home. Make sure your 
home is safe. Inspect cords and 
plugs often and replace worn ones. 
To prevent damage, pull by the 
plug not by the cord when 
unplugging an appliance or 
tool. Overloaded outlets and 
extension cords can overheat 
increasing the risk for fire. Limit 
the number of appliances plugged 
into each outlet. To learn more, 
visit www.safeelectricity.org. 

OCTOBER 2003 

www.safeelectricity.org 
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Rural insurance? 
Southeastern 

Electric Coop¬ 
erative has learned 
from several mem¬ 
bers that they have 
received an envelope 
through the mail 
like the one printed 
below, concerning 
medical insurance 
underwritten, by 
Reserve National In¬ 
surance Company, 
6100 Northwest Grand 
Blvd., Oklahoma City, 
OK 73118. 

The information seems 
to imply that this insurance 
is available through, or spon¬ 

sored by Southeastern Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. 

We want you to know that 
Southeastern has not made 

any such insurance available 
to members through the coop¬ 
erative or through any other 
organization. 

Welcome New Members 
Bilzing, Robert A 
Conroy, Jennifer 
Hamer, William E 
Harting, David 
Shidler, Jason 
War Bluff Campground 
Winters, Michael F 
Brown, Odell 
Gunter, Susan A 
Hart, D 
Beaty, Wesley C 
Brown, James 
Burnett, Mike 
Carpenter, Larry R 
Douglas, William Paul 
Dunagan, Linda 
English, Avery Eugene 
Finnie, Wade 
Hicks, Bud 
Hughes, Larry A 
Hopkins, Bonnie B 
Kerrigan, Jesse 
Lightner, Jonathan 
Mitchell, Darren 
Nelson, Tracy 
Pasho, John 

Rea, James 
Rippee, Brandi 
Salley, JoAnne 
Scates, Patti Jo 
Shaw, Craig L 
Sheppard. Jeremy 
Stockdale, Cynthia 
Thomas, Alicia R 
Walker, Cheryl 
York, Ronald F 
West, Kristi 
Wendt, James 
Favors, Martin J 
Cheatham, Randy 
Reeder, J Ashley 
Bi-Petro Inc 
Gilchrist, David S 
Hale, James Adam 
Hester, Leroy 
Blades, Oscar 
Vintage Resources Cor 
Perry, Marie L 
Area Bank 
Borders, Russell E 
Bourland, Jim A 
Dent, Karen 

Douglas, David J 
Duer, Anita 
Eubanks, Brad 
Fricker, Lee 
Helms, John 
Keller, Everett E 
Mcdaniel, Kenneth O 
Ourada, J C 
Pontious, Adrea L 
Schou, David E 
Trover, Justin 
Atkinson, Diane Nicole 
Ford, Natalie 
Butson, Gary J 
Hall, James T 
Pearson, Peggy 
Worley, Andrea B 
Doehler, Cynthia 
Hall, Josh 
Harrawood, Bret 
Lindhorst, Jeremy 
Eubanks, Russel Greg 
Geyman, Joseph 
Martin, Preston 
Steckenrider, Charles 
Sullivan, Cale 

AAT Communication Cor 
Swayne, Jason 
Enfinger, Brad 
Blades, Bracee 
Sellers, Karla 
Whitler, Carol Sue 
Jackson, John T 
Bebout, Kyle 
Ruble, Robert 
Bennett, Shannon 
Caraker, John 
Corley, Shane L 
Curry, Malissa T 
Davis Funeral Chapel 
The Family Church 
Hall, Beth 
Henry, Amber 
Illinois E P A 
Livesay, Kevin 
Martin, Kerry 
Sewell, Melissa 
TDM Land Company LLC 
Thomason, Joe 
Trover, Christie 
Berger, Murry 
Avery, Melissa 

Lewis, Bert 
Owens, Valerie L 
Greer, James C 
Little, Larry 
Mclain, Charles 
Smothers, Bryan R 
Doneghue, Michael A 
Essary, Florence 
Mathis, Angela Rena 
Suitt, William H 
Weaver, Marlene 
Buss, Thomas A 
Frey, Curtis B 
Miller, Todd N 
Robertson, Charles 
Randall, Connie 
Steele, Martha Ann 
Palmer, James L 
Blair, Joshua L 
Fromm, Tom 
Hall, John 
Johnson, Monte H 
Pet Connection 
Schmalzried Jr, Edwar 
Motsinger, Michael 
The Creek Enterprises 

Did you know rural electric co¬ 
operatives operate nearly half 

of the electric distribution lines in 
the United States and provide 
electricity for 34 million 
people-that's more than 
one in ten Americans. 
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Signs of 
Potential 
Hazards 

Room lights dim 
when refrigerator 

or air-conditioner 
kicks on. 

Television screen 
shrinks. 

Circuit breakers frequently 
trip or fuses blow. 

Outlets or dimmer switches 
seem hot to the touch. 

These 
conditions 
indicate that 
the wiring in 
your home is 
overloaded. 

QpSISfivmg 
does not get better with age. 

Is an old fashioned fuse box a hazard? 
The short answer is no, because fuses provide the same 

protection against overloaded wiring as circuit breakers. 

However, when fuse boxes were in widespread use, most 

homes had only 30 or 60-ampere service. Today's homes 

need at least 150 to 200-ampere service to safely supply 

power for major appliances. If you have a fuse box and 

you have added any large appliances over the years, it is 

recommended that you have an electrical contractor 

inspect your home's wiring to make sure it is still safe. 

How can I tell when an electrical 
outlet isn't safe? 
1) If an outlet can no longer hold a plug snugly. 2) If any 

parts of the outlet are broken; or 3) If the outlet feels hot 

to the touch. If any of these conditions exist, the outlet 

should be replaced. 

How long does electrical wiring last? 
It depends on the type of use and abuse the system has 

experienced over the years. If you have any doubts about 

your wiring, or notice some frayed or broken insulation, 

have a complete inspection of you home's electrical wiring. 

How long do outlets and switches last? 
It depends on use. Electricians will tell you they see outlets 

more than 50 years old that still work fine and others that 

are worn out after only a few years. 
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ROWER 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
they are in the “ON” position. 

If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
beaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone num¬ 

ber is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system and 

wm be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 

Handling outage cadis electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1-877-399-8405 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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on’t let your little ghosts 
and goblins be left in the 
dark this Halloween. Light 

their way with a safe and in¬ 
expensive security light from your 
local electric cooperative. Call today 
for lighting sure to keep the “Boogey 
Man” away. 



Tlte^ son 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. “Mick” 
Cummins 

“Small enough to listen and big 
enough to serve” is a phrase that de¬ 
scribes your electric cooperative. 

And because we are a local com¬ 
pany, we are close enough to accom¬ 
modate the needs of a diverse customer 
base ranging from one of the largest coal 
mines in the nation, to hard-working 
farm families at the end of the line. 

More and more, we hear reports of 
other area utility companies who have 
closed their local offices and moved out 
of town to save money. When that hap¬ 
pens, their customers are forced to talk 
to service representatives who may be 
several hundred miles away and know 
absolutely nothing about the communi¬ 
ties or people they are providing electric 
service to. 

Your electric cooperative is differ¬ 
ent. We have maintained a local office 
in Saline County for the past 65 years 
and our members can still stop by and 
talk to us about any problems with their 
electric service or bill. 

Being committed to the communities 
we serve means more than just making 
electric service available; it means pro¬ 
viding reliable electric service. 

While other power companies have 
reduced their construction and mainte¬ 
nance expenditures throughout South¬ 
ern Illinois, Southeastern and it’s power 
supplier, the Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative at Marion, are allocating 
the resources necessary to provide a 
reliable and adequate source of power 
for current and future generations. 

At first glance, there may ap- 
pear to be little connection 
between children waiting for 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative #Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

their school bus and your electric 
cooperative, but look again and you’ll 
discover that our employees have kids 
waiting for the school bus alongside 
yours. That’s because all of our em¬ 
ployees are local residents, resulting 
in a situation where we’re connected to 
our communities by much more than 
just power lines. 

That’s why well continue to do 
everything we can to help improve 
the quality of life of the people we 
serve. Whether it’s an electric safety 
demonstration at a local school or 
providing information on how you can 
lower your electric bill through this 
magazine, Southeastern is committed 
to providing you with quality service. 

See you next month, and as always, 
“We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Bob R. Casper, Vienna, IL 

GEOSING 
Our office will 

be closed 
Tuesday, Novem 
ber 11 for Vet¬ 
erans Day and 
Thursday, No¬ 
vember 27 and 
Friday, Novem¬ 
ber 28 for the 
Thanksgiving ft 
Holiday. 

co 

NOVEMBER 2003 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a Vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
an

d 
op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
an

d 
op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
an

d 
op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y 
an

d 
op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 



Welcome New Members 
BEACH-CRAIG, DR DEBRA 
BROWN, MARIA R 
COLSON, JOHN 

DE ROSSETT, BRUCE K 

FARTHING. DEBORA 
FISCHER. SCOTT J 
GUNTER, TONI 
HABERKORN. DAVID C 

HAYES. DALE B 
HELM, JESSICA 
HOBBS, JASON E 

JOHNSON, DONNA M 
KEPPLE. LARRY 

LANG,TRACY 
SMITH, NATHAN 

TAYLOR. PHYLLIS 
TURNER. MELANIE D 
WAHL. ANGELLA 

WATSON. KEVIN 
WELLS, JOYCE KAY 
PETERSON, SCOTT W 

THOMAS. JOSHUA EUGENE 
FRANKS, TOM 

GREEN, TIM 
STEWART, CAROL 

FORD. RANDY 
BLACK, LANA 
CHANEY, RAYMOND D 

HARRIS. KEITH G 
MACE. LORETTA SUE 

PARTIN, WENDY K 
ROBERTS. LEIGH ANN 
WASSON, YVONNE 
DEARMAN, MAX 

SITZES, DOUGLAS D 

COVERT, ANNMARIE 
MCCLERREN, BRYAN 
ODUM. TARA 
LAROSE, DAVID 
AT&T WIRELESS 
GUNTER, KELLI 
BRADLEY. JEFFREY M 
CENTRAL STATES HOLDNG 

HUBBARD. NICK D 
NASH. DANIEL E 

NOONER. SUE E 
SHULTZ, SCOTT 

SMITH. RANDALL A 

SQUIBB. CHAD 
YEARACK. KEVIN 

YUENGAL SR. RICHARD E 
DITTERLINE. CHARLOTTE 
KELLEY. BONNIE S 

FINNEY DANNY R 
MAXWELL. TERESA L 
FREEMAN. GLORIA 
SERRETT JR. HAROLD 

LENTZ. JAY 
BUCKMAN. MELISSA 
RISLEY, JERRY W 

FOSTER. KEVIN 
BANKS, MICHAEL R 
DUITSMAN. EVELYN 
MCDONOUGH. BARRY E 

DEWAR. SHEILA 

PRATHER, LISA 

STEIN, LAURIE 
BOSWELL. CHRISTINA L 
ANDERSON. JEFFREY S 

BARHAM. DARIN T 

BOYD. STEPHEN W 
CARLSON, BRUCE 

CHAMBERS, JAMES BRUCE 
HEIMBURGER, CLAUDE 
HUTCHISON. WENDELL 

KISELEWSKI. TRACY L 
MACAK, DONALD E 
PARTAIN, CAROLYN 

PATE. RYAN 
REID. THOMAS J 

WOMACK, ELIZABETH 
YOW, FREDA E 

WHEELER. DENNIS L 
KUHLMANN, JAMES D 

DAVIS, LEONARD R 
PALS. ANTHONY E 
DEAN. FLOYD 

ZUKAS, TROY 
WINSTEAD, JAMES MICHA 

CASTLEMAN REAL ESTATE 
LIDDELL, MARY VTVIENN 

ORIGLIOSSO, CHRISTOPH 
SHERWIN. ANGIE 

ARNOLD, HAROLD 
THIELE, TONYA 

TANALSKI. MICHELLE 
LAMBERT, VIRGINIA M 
ALLEN, AARON 

HUFSEY, MELFORD 

KELSO, BILL J 

RIPBERGER. JERRY 
STOVER. STEVEN L 
LACY. BILL 

LAWRENCE, DAWNILLE 
ALEXANDER. MELANIE 

CASH. TERESA 
COPELAND, JAMES R 
GADE, JAMES 

JENKINS, MITCHEL L 
JENNINGS, SHAD 
JULIAN, BRANDI 

MATHEWS, JAMES R 
SIMS, AUDRA 

WHITTLE, KELLY 
MCDANIEL JR. LARRY DA 
DIXON, LUTHER 
MAY, GARY 
KUNKLE. GEORGE 

GIROT, STACY 
BARTON, GARY L 

BURK. CODY 
CANTRELL, AMY 
FLETCHER. JOYCE 

HILLIARD. JAMES L 
MINTON, BRIAN 

PITTSBURG MISSION 
K A J LLC 
FRASHIER, DAVID R 

GREEN, GARY R 
HODSON, ED 

WALKER, LUCY M 
BUTLER, DAVID G 

EILERS, CHARLES W 
ZAKES, JULIE A 

HILLIARD, JAMES 

PHILLIPS. HAROLD 
MURPHY. MICHAEL L 
HERSHEY, JASON 

The power of human 
connections is a 
powerful thing. 

We give thanks 

to you our co-op 

members, our family. 

Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives 
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Students encouraged to apply for 
2004 IEC Memorial Scholarships 
For the ninth consecutive 

year the Illinois electric 
cooperatives will award 
$1,000 academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. 
The four scholarships are 
being awarded through the 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship 
Program. Through South¬ 
eastern Electric Cooperative, 
children of electric coopera¬ 
tive members may apply. 

High school seniors pur¬ 
suing a college education in 
the state of Illinois are eligible 
to participate in the program. 
Three of the four scholarships 
will be awarded to the child 
of an electric cooperative 
member. The other $1,000 
award will go to the child of 
an electric cooperative direc¬ 
tor or employee. Deadline for 
applications to be returned 
to the cooperative is Jan. 1, 
2004. 

“The purpose of the 
scholarship program is to 
assist electric cooperative 

youth while honoring past 
rural electric leaders through 
memorial gifts,” said Mick 
Cummins, General Manager 
of Southeastern Electric 
Cooperative. “Southeastern 
Electric Cooperative and the 

other Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives want to make a differ¬ 
ence in their communities. 
One of the best ways we can 
do that is by lending a hand 
to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on 
the basis of grade point aver¬ 
age, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer 
experience, school and civic 
activities, and a short essay 
that demonstrates their 
knowledge of electric coop¬ 
eratives. 

The IEC Memorial Schol¬ 
arship program was 
established in 1994 by 

the board of directors of 
the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives. Indi¬ 
viduals wanting to apply for 
the scholarship or needing 
further information should 
call Southeastern Electric at 
(800) 833-2611 extensions 
166 or 170, or contact your 
local high school guidance 
counselor. 
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Surplus equipment 
for sale 

Ditch Witch V252 vibratory cable plow, 
complete with boring attachment, 50-foot 
boring rods, 2 'A” compaction bit, slip latch 
coupler, pull-blade feed blade (Serial Num¬ 
ber 400523). Minimum Bid: $3,000. 

The above surplus item is available for sale 
and may be viewed at the Eldorado Head¬ 
quarters any weekday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sealed bids are to be submitted by 4 p.m., 
Tuesday, November 18, 2003. 

Please designate your bid price, name, ad¬ 
dress and telephone number. Bids are to 
be for an exact dollar amount. Also, mark 
“SEALED BID” on the outside of your en¬ 
velope and send it to: Don Allen, Surplus 
Equipment, Southeastern Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, E O. Box 251, Eldorado, IL 62930. 

Caring and sharing so everyone’s 
holiday can be happy 

/ .y hanksgiving is a time to reflect on 

less fortunate. 7 CX t< 

those 

Take time this holiday season 

to make someone’s holiday brighter. Volunteer 

at a soup kitchen, donate canned goods, or even 

a food basket, to a local food pantry. There are many 

loW'Cost and no-cost things you can do to help your 

community. Share and show you care today. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 
I Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 

they are in the “ON” position. 
EM If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 

aker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various build¬ 
ings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone num- 

” is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastem’s automated outage reporting system and 

be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record 
will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone 
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be 
asked to leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and location of 
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time consuming; therefore, 
please leave only a message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 
line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 

I Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
y?mr outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your 
outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1 -877-399-8405 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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sow 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. 
“Mick” 

Cummins 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative MEIdorado, Illinois 

)r the past 65 years, SouthEast- 
ern Electric Cooperative has been 

a local business owned by those who 
use it services. There are a number 
of advantages to being locally owned 
including the fact that an elected Board 
of Trustees, who are also local, estab¬ 
lishes policy and provides oversight to 
ensure that the Cooperative functions 
for the benefit of the entire member¬ 
ship as a whole rather than for the 
benefit of any special interest group. 

SouthEastern’s commitment to 
its membership begins by helping 
them keep their electric bills as low 
as possible and their service reli¬ 
ability as high as possible, consistent 
with sound business practices. Ser¬ 
vice is delivered to members at cost 
and any margins that exist at the end 
of a respective year are allocated for 
return to members at a future date. 

However, what we offer to the 
communities we serve goes far be¬ 
yond “just keeping the lights on.” 
It’s neighbors helping neighbors 
and involves cooperative personnel 
providing “Live Line” electrical safety 
programs to literally thousands of 
area grade school students. Provid¬ 
ing such programs has a cost, but the 
cost of not providing them could be 
much greater. “Service” means not 
only making sure the electricity is 
flowing, but also making sure that 
the community and its residents are 
as safe as possible. 

Your Touchstone Energy ‘ Partner 

Another advantage of being lo¬ 
cally owned is that our members can 
resolve questions about service and 
bills locally. They even have the op¬ 
tion of coming into our Eldorado of¬ 
fice and discussing them with a local 
employee “eyeball to eyeball” if they 
so desire. This is in sharp contrast 
with our investor-owned neighbors 
who have closed local offices and 
consolidated their operations with 
distant or even out-of-state facilities. 

The recent blackout of 2003 
makes “locally owned” look even 
more attractive than it has in the 
past, but interestingly the lights had 
not yet come back on in Times Square 
when some politicians became instant 
engineers and started giving their 
opinions on what was needed to fix 
the nation’s transmission system. 

Our nation direly needs energy 
legislation that will promote increased 
reliability and which addresses the 
need to upgrade, rebuild and replace 
much of national electric transmission 
grid. Most importantly we need legis¬ 
lation based on common sense and 
legislation which protects consumer 
interest, but unfortunately because of 
the blackout, there is a rush to come 
up with an instant fix for a complex 
problem and it is obvious that the 
country is ripe for manipulation, 
price gouging and miscalculation. 

There is even proposed legislation 
that would mandate Federal Energy 

Continued on page 16b 

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER: 
Barbara Dunn Dycus, 

Marion, IL. 

DECEMBER 2003 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



General Manager’s Comments - Continued from page 16a 

Energy Regulatory Commission oversight of small 
utilities including your Cooperative, which owns 
less than 20 miles of transmission. This is not 
only analogous to using an elephant trap to catch 
a mouse, but would also result in significant an¬ 
nual fees for your Cooperative and not contribute 

at all to solving the electric grid dilemma. 
Let’s hope the investigation of the blackout is 

not used to advance the agendas of a few special 
interest groups that will not serve the nation well. 

See you next month and as always, “We’ll 
keep the lights on for you.” 

Welcome new members 
WARD, RONALD L 

FULLERTON, STEPHEN 

GRAY, WENDY 

DAVIS, SHAWN T 

PATE, AUNDRIA 

ROSS, BOBBY J 

RUGGERI, STEPHEN M 

SARTORIUS, RICHARD 

STEWART, RACHEL 

THOMAS, JAMES A 

TRAVIS, JEREMY 

GIBLIN, DENNIS 

BROWN, PHYLLIS 

FOSTER, KELLY E 

DOOLEY RONALD C 
JENNINGS, RONALD 

BULLOCK, TERRY 

BURNETT, PATRICIA L 

CHAMNESS, JOHN W 

CORNELIUS, TENTON H 

DOERGE, MICHAL 

DOLDEN, GAIL R 

DOWNEN H, CARL DON 

DUNSTAN, KAREN 

EARNER, SHAY L 

FIKE, ANGELA 

FIKE, JEFFREY A 

GIBBS, DEBORAH CHARLE 

GRAHAM, SCOT 

HENRY, JASON D 

HIGGINS, BECKY 

LAWRENCE, EDWARD D 

MCMICHAEL, JAMES C 

MATAYA, JAMES A 

PERRYMAN, RALPH 

RALLS, WILLIAM C 

RICHEY, BENJAMIN 

RIPPERDAN, SALLY 

ROBISON, PAMELA 

SAUVAGEOT, LARRY 

SMITH, BEV 

STOVER, BRYAN 

STRUNK, RAY 

WELKER, BLAINE V 

WHITEHEAD, MARK 

WILLIAMS, BRENT 

HENSON, TERA L 

HARDIN CO MAINSTREET 

GORE, LARRY W 

SMITH, MELISSA 

ZIMMERMAN, MINDY 

MAYBERRY, KRISTOPHER 

HALL, JON A 

PURDY, STEPHEN 

DBT AMERICA INC 

SMOCK, JACKIE D 

TARRANT, RONALD 

HAZEL, STEVEN 

EBERHART, ANTON 

DOOLEY, DANIEL 

WHITEHEAD, JED 

GASS, KENNETH C 

GARRETT, DAWNE 

CHIPMAN, DANNY 

FABER, VIRGINIA 

COCHER, MARK 

LAKE OF EGYPT DEVELOP 

BARKLEY, TRENDA 

COEN, MICHAEL D 

DUNN, MAXINE A 

DURHAM, TERESA 

GREEN, RICHARD J 

KOTNER, JEFFREY S 

MCFARLAND, AMANDA S 

MILLS, CURTIS E 

MINOR, CHARLES 

NELSON, RUTH ANN 

OWENS, DAVID 

SLOVER, RICHARD M 

TURNER, DAVID L 

WITTENEORN, SHAWN 

WYANT, BEN J 

COOL, JENNY A 

HOLTZ, MARK 

SIMS, LARRY 

BROADWAY ENTERPRISES 

COLLINS, KEVIN 

ESQUIBEL, HALEY 

GLASCO, RICK W 

RAJAMAKI, JEFFREY 

RYPKEMA, WILLIAM 

SKERIPSKI, JAMES A 

PRESLEY, TWANETTE 

GUERNSEY, JUDY F 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • EO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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Lineman Safety Rodeo participants 
A three-man team and two judges helped to 

/igive SouthEastera Electric good representa¬ 
tion at the 6th annual fllinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive’s Lineman’s Safety Rodeo, held October 3, 
2003, near Lincoln Land Community College 
in Springfield. 

The three-man team consisted of Linemen 
Eric Stricklin and Allen Stout, and Foreman 
Jeff Neuman. Lineman Mike DeArmon and 
Operations Manager Robin Holloway served 
as judges. Fourteen cooperative and municipal 
teams from Illinois engaged in five events during 
the IEC Safety Rodeo. The events were the Egg 
Climb, Pole Top Rescue, Transformer Change- 
out, Extendo Stick and a Cutout Change. 

Eric’s wife Trudy and son Alex took the day 
off to observe the activities. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various 
buildings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone 1-877 399-8405. This phone 
number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emer¬ 
gency calls. 

5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern's automated outage reporting system and 
will be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage 
record will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from 
which you place the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails 
to recognize your phone number, members having touch-tone phones may simply enter 
their seven-digit phone number (without area code) in order to report the outage. Members 
not having touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is important you leave 
your name, phone number and location of the outage. Retrieving messages and entering 
them into the system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a message that will 
help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the line for an operator because a 
live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing of all numbers, it is 
important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number. 

6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. Once 
your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore 
your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the 
outage, but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only 1-877-399-8405 
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Reminder: Deadline for 2004 IEC 
Scholarship applications approaching Four $1,000 scholarships are being awarded through the Illinois Electric 

Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program to high school seniors. 
Deadlines for applications to be returned to SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative is January 1, 2004. Individuals wanting to apply or needing 
further information should call the cooperative at (800) 833-2611 extensions 
166 or 170, or contact your local high school guidance counselor. 

* * ^OFFICE CLOSINGS** * 
Our office will be closed Thursday, December 25 for the Christmas holiday and Thursday, Janu¬ 
ary 1, 2004, for New Year’s Day. Have a safe and happy holiday season. 

Happy Holidays 
from your electric cooperative 

Our members are part of our family 
We shine as one 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 
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