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Alan W. Wattles 

We have just completed our 2002 fall area mem¬ 
ber meetings. The meetings were held at the 

Hecker Community Center, Millstadt VFW, Eschy’s in 
Maeystown and at the new cooperative facility just 
south of Waterloo. These area meetings give you, the 
members, an opportunity to meet with co-op manage¬ 
ment and staff in an informal setting. We attempt to 
bring you up to date on activities at the co-op and an¬ 
swer any questions you may have. 

President/CEO Alan Wattles started the meeting 
with introductions of the staff and board members 
present. 

Wattles then talked about the financial condition of 
your cooperative: 

Kilowatt hour (kwh) purchases have increased 4.3 
percent over last year. Kwh sales have increased 5.1 
percent over last year and active accounts increased 
from 6,030 in 2001 to 6,220 in 2002, year to date. 

Our Soyland lawsuit agreement, reached last 
summer, is awaiting approval at Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commison (FERC). 

The last payment on the Soyland buyout will be 
made on December 31, 2002. 

The lawsuit with the city of Waterloo is ongoing 
and we are awaiting a court date in Dec. 

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative (SIPC) is 
undergoing a $230 million upgrade in their power 
plant and are expecting completion by July 2003. This 
will increase their generating capacity and will allow 
for the continued use of Southern Illinois coal. The 
upgrades will also reduce emissions by 75 percent. 
SIPC purchases $16 million worth of Southern Illinois 
coal/year. 

The cooperative is in negotiations with a group 
to buy the lot that the old headquarters occupies. The 
buyers are planning on handling the demolition of the 
building. 

Wattles then spoke about the cooperative looking 
at AMR (Automatic Meter Reading). AMR is a major 
investment but would provide several benefits to your 
co-op. 
1) Members would not have to read their meters each 

month. 
2) It would help the cooperative decrease line loss, 

which costs the cooperative money. 
3) It would save money from not having to send a 

lineman to read delinquent meters. 
4) Benefit in handling outages more efficiently. 

Lastly, Wattles announced the rate changes for 
2003. See your newsletter for details. 

David Stephens, Supt. of Operations, discussed 
activity in the operations department. A single phase 
line off Konarcik road was recently upgraded to 3- 
phase. This upgrade should also improve service 
to members living in the Covered Bridge Estates 
subdivision. 

Covering maintenance and upgrading, David 
announced that they are adding a new feeder to the 
Smithton substation to keep up with demand in the 
area. Expanding subdivisions in that area include Villas 
of Stonegate, Autumn Ridge and Tall Timbers. We 
are also adding equipment on the transmission line 
that feeds Poe and Fults substations to help eliminate 
voltage problems experienced during peak months. 

With the growth we’re seeing in the Columbia 
area, the co-op is planning a new substation to 
accommodate the increasing member population. 

Stephens also showed the groups some examples 
of bad underground wire and some aluminum 
connectors that had been chewed on by squirrels. 

Allan Masterson, Director of Member Services, 
reviewed current marketing programs the cooperative 
has available. A new program that was announced is 
our new credit card bill payment plan. If the member 

(continued on 16 b) 
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(continued from 16a) 

has a Visa or MasterCard, they can pay their electric 
bill over the phone, in the mail, or in person with their 
credit card. 

He announced that the long distance phone 
plan through Southern Services was continuing with 
success. We have more than 11,000 accounts signed 
up for the PowerNet Global plan. 

All members in attendance received a Saturday 
Evening Post calendar. A drawing was held for five $10 
credits on the members’ electric bills. Refreshments 
were served after the meetings. 

On behalf of the board of directors, management 
and staff, we offer best wishes to the membership for 
the year 2003! 

Nominating Committee named: 
  Meeting set for Feb. 5  

A committee on nominations has been appointed and 
will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2003, at 

the new Monroe County Electric Co-Operative office south 
of Waterloo. The committee will meet to place the names 
of three persons in nomination to be elected at the coop¬ 
erative’s annual meeting, to serve a three (3) year term as 
director of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative. 

The cooperative’s 65th annual meeting of members 
will be held Monday, March 24, 2003, at the Hecker 
Community Center, Hecker, Illinois. 

Directors whose current terms expire and who are 
eligible for re-election are: 

District 1 Larry A. Haas 
7565 Haas Hills Ln. 
Belleville, Illinois 

District 2 Larry W. Kraft 
4957 Quirin Rd. 
Smithton, Illinois 

District 9 Richard W. Liefer 
2817 Ames Rd. 
Red Bud, Illinois 

As a cooperative member, you have the right as well 
as an obligation to participate in the election process. If 
you have any comments or suggestions for the election, 
please contact members of the 2003 Nominating Com¬ 
mittee. 

Cooperative Bylaws state: Any twenty five (25) or 
more active members, acting together, may make other 
Nominations by petition received at the Cooperative 
office not less than twenty one (21) days prior to the 
annual meeting of members and shall be posted at the 
same place as nominations by the committee is posted, 
and shall appear in the official notice of the meeting and 
on the official ballot. Additional nominations may also be 
made from the floor. Any nomination by petition or from 
the floor shall meet the same qualifications and eligibility 
as nominees by the nominating committee. 
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In June of each year, the electric and telephone coop¬ 
eratives in Illinois and across the United States spon¬ 

sor groups of young people to Washington, D.C. on the 
“Youth to Washington” program. During a full week in 
the nation’s Capital, these students get an up-close look 
at democracy in action and get to meet with their Con¬ 
gressional delegation and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it is the trip of a 
lifetime. It’s an experience they never will forget, full 
of fun, new friends, non-stop touring and yes, they 
actually learn something too. Most come back with 
an even deeper respect for our country, our form of 
government and their opportunities. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future leaders have been 
introduced to government and the legislative process 
through this program. Many alumni of the program have 
gone on to leadership positions in our communities and 
government. A current member of the Illinois General 
Assembly, State Representative ArtTenhouse, is a past 
member of the tour. 

The “Youth to Washington” Tour is recognized as 
one of the best youth tours of Washington, D.C. The 

tour is 
well organized with 
good chaperones. Participants will see 
monuments and memorials and visit historical places. 

Last year, Amy Lenhardt from Waterloo and Eliza¬ 
beth Edwards of Smithton attended and had a great 
learning experience. 

For more information, contact the cooperative office 
at 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433. 

Time to replace that heating system? 
How do you know when it’s time to replace your 

central heating system? That can be difficult to 
answer precisely because the answer depends on a lot 
of factors: the age of your present heat system, the type 
of fuel it uses, fuel prices and more. But here are a few 
things to keep in mind. 

On average, a heating system will last about 
25 years, although some boilers can last twice that 
long. If you’re not sure how old your system is, or 
how efficiently it’s operating, have a licensed heating 
contractor check it out. 

Even if the system is less than 25 years old, 
chances are that a heating system 10 years old or older 
is much less efficient than the newer, high-efficiency 
furnaces. 

If you have an older home with a furnace that was 
originally designed to burn coal and was converted 
to burn oil or gas, your heating system is probably a 
good candidate for replacement. These old furnaces are 

usually much less efficient than newer, high-efficiency 
systems. 

The same is true of an old gas furnace that uses 
a pilot light. That pilot light burns constantly, wasting 
energy. Trade it in for a new furnace with an electronic 
(pilotless) ignition. 

Your contractor should be able to help you 
determine how much you can save in energy costs by 
replacing your furnace, based on the efficiency of your 
present system, energy costs and other factors. 

Don’t count out electricity as a heating source! 
There are many new, highly efficient electric systems 
worth considering, from radiant floor heating to ground- 
source heat pumps. Depending on your climate, type 
of home and many other factors, one of these systems 
could be just right for you. Contact your cooperative for 
more information on electric heating options. 

Source: American Council for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy www.aceee.org 
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What it all means 

We don’t like to admit it, but sometimes we have a tendency to forget that all 

our members have not always received their electricity from an electric co¬ 

operative. You may not know about the advantages of receiving electricity 

from a cooperative — your rights, your privileges and your responsibilities. 

When receiving your electric service from an electric cooperative, you should 

know: 

• You are a member of the cooperative and as a member, you are part owner of 

the cooperative. 

• You have the right to attend the cooperative’s annual meeting of members 

held each year and to vote for the board of directors who governs the coop¬ 

erative. 

• You have the responsibility to keep up with the developments affecting your 

cooperative. 

• Your cooperative was established by local activists at a time when existing 

utilities refused or neglected to serve the area where you live now. 

Your local cooperative chooses to provide you with a monthly subscription to 

Illinois Country Living. Electric cooperatives began publishing periodicals such 

as this in the 1940s to communicate with their members. 

Today, your cooperative relies on this magazine not only to relay informa¬ 

tion about this business, but also to encourage you to use electricity wisely and 

safely. Promoting electrical safety can help save the lives of our cooperative 

members. Promoting wise electrical use can help the cooperative and its mem¬ 

bers save money. Cooperative personnel can help members make informed deci¬ 

sions when purchasing new, efficient appliances and technologies for the home. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 2003 



MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(616) 939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

(500) 757-7433 

In June of each year, the electric and telephone co¬ 
operatives in Illinois and across the United States 

sponsor groups of young people to Washington, D.C. 
on the “Youth to Washington” program. During a full 
week in the nation’s Capital, these students get an 
up-close look at democracy in action and get to meet 
with their Congressional delegation and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it’s the trip of a 
lifetime. It’s an experience they never will forget - full 
of fun, new friends, non-stop touring and yes, they 
actually learn something, too. Most students come 
back with an even deeper respect for our country, our 
form of government and their opportunities. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future leaders have 
been introduced to government and the legislative 

process througn this program. Many alumni of the 
program have gone on to leadership positions in our 
communities and government. 

The “Youth to Washington” Tour is recognized 
as one of the best youth tours of Washington, D.C. 
The tour is well organized with good chaperones. 
Participants will see monuments and memorials and 
visit historical places. 

Last year, Amy Lenhardt of Waterloo and 
Elizabeth Edwards of Smithton attended and had a 
great learning experience. 

For more information, contact the cooperative 
office at 939-7171. 

FEBRUARY 2003 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

• 
Vo

lu
nt

ar
y a

nd
 o

pe
n 

m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

• 
Vo

lu
nt

ar
y a

nd
 o

pe
n 

m
em

be
rs

hi
p 



It pays to pay on time! 
Did you know that about nine percent of our consumers 

waste money when they pay their electric bills? That’s 
about 550 members! All of these folks could save money 
and trouble if they would take one simple step: pay their 
electric bills on time. 

Our due date is the 15th of each month. After the 15th, 
a late payment penalty is added to the amount due. For 
example, an electric bill for 1,000 kwh is $107.30. The late 
payment penalty on this amount is $5.37. The penalties 
really add up over several months! 

There are some people who waste even more money. 
These folks fail to pay their bills prior to the disconnection 
dates listed on the delinquent notices we mail out around 
the 18th of each month. When we do not receive payment 
by the 25th and the member has not called with payment 
arrangements, we call the member, but if there is no an¬ 
swer we send a serviceman to collect the bill or disconnect 
the service. There is a $34 service charge each time we 
send a serviceman on a “collect or disconnect” trip. 

Unfortunately, there are even a few folks who are dis¬ 
connected for non-payment. They must pay a disconnect 
fee, reconnect fee, late payment penalties and trip charges 
plus energy charges up to the time service was discon¬ 
nected in order to have service restored. Reconnect fees 

range from $34 during regular business hours to $85 for a 
reconnection after 5:00 p.m. This is the biggest waste of 
all! 

Also, if your electric service is disconnected, you may 
be required to pay an additional security deposit of $200 
or 2 times your average monthly bill, whichever is greater, 
prior to the service being reconnected. 

We realize that circumstances can arise causing bill¬ 
paying problems for members who normally pay on time. If 
you unexpectedly find that you have a problem paying your 
bill, please call our billing department as soon as possible. 
We’ll try to work something out. (A previous good payment 
record will help). Don’t wait until the serviceman is on his 
way to “collect or disconnect” before you call. You could 
then be faced with a $34 trip charge. 

We also stress the importance of meter readings. 
Even if you know that you’ll be late on your payment, please 
send or call in your meter reading. It has to be put in our 
computer by the 20th of the month or we have problems. 

Members can now pay their bills with a Visa or Mas¬ 
tercard credit card. It can be done over the phone or in 
person. This may be a good option for some members. 

If we could get all our members to pay on time, we 
could save everyone money! It pays to pay on time! 

Rover may HOt uVwQXjS be man's best friend 
Your dog may be a pro at keeping prowlers and other 

unknown people away from your home and property, 
but Rover may also be keeping out Monroe County Electric 
Cooperative personnel who need access to your yard to do 
their job. They have no way of knowing whether a barking 
dog is just being playful or preparing to attack. 

We ask that you help make our crew’s jobs easier 
by keeping tabs on your pet. It would be a big help to 
calm a nervous dog when you see our crew coming up 
your driveway. We have some gracious members who 

voluntarily tie up their animals when 
Monroe County Electric personnel 
are expected. For that act of 
kindness, we thank you. We ask 
that animals are never tied to an 
electric pole, especially the meter 
pole. 

Monroe County Electric linemen need 
to inspect your meter or wires periodically 
to make sure they are working properly. 

Verizon Wireless Day set for Feb. 7 
wireless 

A Verizon Wireless representative 
will be at the cooperative office 

on Friday, February 7th from 11:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. The representative 
will be here to answer your questions and will have 
several models of phones on hand that members 
can look at. If you’re not able to be here at that 
time and would like to talk to the representative, 
you can call our office either before or during those 
hours and the representative will call you back. 
Through Verizon Wireless, your cooperative is able 

to offer several very competitive rate plans for cell 
phones to the membership. 

On Verizon Day, the representative will draw 
for one new activation to receive a bonus of 250 
free anytime minutes! Members can also receive 
a $25 credit when someone they refer to Verizon 
purchases a new line of service. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 2003 



A flash of red marks a cardinal’s descent. A 
splash of orange heralds an oriole’s arrival. A 

beacon of blue reveals the presence of a blue 
jay. To the thousands of bird watchers in Illinois, these 
are the welcoming sights seen from back porch swings 
and through bedroom windows. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service says that feeding 
birds is the most popular wildlife related recreational ac¬ 
tivity around the home. More than 50 million Americans 
participated last year. This winter, prepare your backyard 
for birds, then sit back and watch natural beauty take its 
course. 

Do you love witnessing the acrobats of finches, 
hearing the call of a cat-bird, or do you prefer watching 
the fluttering wings of hummingbirds? When the weather 
outside turns cold, birds need a safe haven to rely on for 
food, water and shelter. The type of shelter and food you 
provide depends on which species of bird you wish to 
attract. 

The most popular feeders are tubular, hopper, hum¬ 
mingbird and suet style. Tubular styles attract small 
birds such as finches and chickadees, and hold nijer and 
sunflower seeds. 

Hooper style feeders attract a wide variety of birds 
such as cardinals and grosbeaks. Any type of seed can 
be used, but black-oil sunflower seeds seem to be a 
favorite of many bird species. 

Hummingbird feeders are plastic cylinders filled 
with a nectar solution. These feeders should be cleaned 
and refilled every few days, especially in hot weather. 
Put your feeder out in early spring and wait until late fall 
to take it down. 

Suet supplies some needed nutrients to birds such 
as chickadees and woodpeckers. You can buy suet 
cakes and feeders or make your own. 

To attract attention to your new backyard feeders, 
put some seed on a piece of aluminum foil placed be¬ 
low them. Also, wash them regularly. Feeders need to 
be placed about 5-10 feet from nearby shrubbery and 
cover. Otherwise, predators can hide from the vulnerable 
birds. But don’t put feeders out in the open where hawks 
can spot them either. 

Also, find a place that’s shaded part of the day 
and out of the wind. Remember, birds only use feeders 
to supplement their diet. They will continue to find the 

nutrients they need in the wild as well. Planting flowers 
and trees that provide food for birds can also help at¬ 
tract them to your paradise. Trees that produce sap in 
the spring, flowers in the summer, or fruits in the fall are 
some favorites of birds. 

Let children become involved in bird watching. Have 
them smear peanut butter on a pine cone and hang it 
near a window so they can observe their guests. 

Shelters are another good way of attracting birds to 
your backyard habitat. But don’t expect all 100 bird spe¬ 
cies it's possible to see in Illinois to flock to your newly 
built birdhouse. Species of birds have different housing 
requirements. Most important is the entrance hole size. 

For example, chickadees require a 1-1/8 inch hole, 
whereas bluebirds need 1-1/2 inch openings. Birdhous¬ 
es also need to be placed correctly; some birds prefer 
very high homes, while others do not. When in doubt, 
place houses about 10 feet from the ground. This will 
accommodate most species. 

Clear out your birdhouses this winter and add 
sawdust for roosting winter species. A brush pile or dis¬ 
carded Christmas tree next to your feeding station also 
provides shelter from predators. 

And don’t forget to supply a constant fresh water 
source for your feathered friends. Birdbaths are easy 
to create and care for. You can even use a garbage can 
lid placed on the ground. Heaters are available for win¬ 
tertime bathers, or add warm water regularly to frozen 
baths. Water makes a bird’s life much easier. Bathing 
and preening feathers keeps birds in good health all year 
long. Readily available fresh water in the winter helps 
birds conserve energy. 

Many people join in bird feeding in the winter 
months, but it is also important to keep feeders out 
all year long. You can experience some of the other 
seasonal joys of watching your feathered friends. For 
example, in the summer mothers will bring their babies 
to the feeders, and in spring, the birds will return to your 
feeders after migration. Or birds will stop off for a treat in 
the spring and fall on their way north or south. 

To join the National Bird Feeding Society or 
learn more about them, visit their Web site at 
www.birdfeeding.org or mail an inquiry to RO. Box 23, 
Northbrook, IL 60065. 
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'ireplaces help warm your family’s home, but can be dangerous if not 
'properly attended. Please follow these steps to keep your home safe 
and warm in the dead of winter: 

Check your fireplace and chimney often and keep them clean and in 
good repair. 
Always use a good fire screen in front of the fireplace. 
Keep the damper set so the draft (flow of air) will remove all smoke 
and gases. 
Keep the area near the fireplace clear of materials like papers, books, 
toys, etc. 
Never leave a fire unattended, and make sure the fire is completely 
out before going to bed or leaving the house. 
Always keep a fire extinguisher close at hand. Make sure everyone 
knows how to use it. Keep emergency phone numbers on or next to 
the telephone. 
Do not stack artificial logs in the fireplace like you would real wood. 
Do not use your fireplace if it has loose bricks or needs to be 
cleaned. 
Do not burn charcoal, coal or plastic materials (wrap, cups, plates, etc.). 
Never burn garbage in the fireplace. 
Never use gasoline or other such liquid to start a fire. 
Do not allow small children near the fireplace. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative will have it’s 
65th Annual Meeting of Members on March 24th 

at the Hecker Community Center. Registration and 
pre-meeting activities begin at 5 p.m. We will again 
have informational booths from health-related orga¬ 
nizations. Verizon Wireless will have a cellular phone 
display, Harrisonville Telephone Company will demon¬ 
strate DIRECTV, and Pure Water filtering systems will 
have a display. A chicken dinner will be served from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

During the business meeting, you will hear and 
approve reports of directors and officers, elect three 
members to serve three-year terms on the coopera- 

Projections for 2003 
Your management and staff have been busy prepar¬ 

ing the 2003 Work Plan and Budget. We project to 
build more than 165 new services in 2003. Revenue 
for 2003 is estimated at $9,075,590 on projected 
sales of 91,364,689 kilowatt hours. Expenses for 
maintenance of transformers, regulators, oil circuit 
reclosers, testing of single and three phase meters, 
tree trimming and right-of-way spraying are included 
in the 2003 Budget. On-going system maintenance is 
a high priority at your cooperative to ensure a reliable 
continuity of electric service to our members. 

We will continue a lightning protection program 
started in 1997, of changing out old arrestors with a 
new type of arrestor to give better protection to our 
system from lightning damage. It should also help 
with some of the blinking problems and help reduce 
outages due to lightning. 

Most of the construction projects for 2003 will 
be from growing subdivision development. Three new 
subdivisions are developing south of Smithton. Sand 

Alan W. Wattles 

tive’s board of directors, and act on any other busi¬ 
ness that may come before the meeting. 

Jerry Parsons will provide the entertainment at 
this year’s meeting. Jerry is a public speaker from 
Bloomington, III., who has brought humor and encour¬ 
agement to audiences in more than a dozen states. 
His talks are loaded with nostalgia, but he also finds 
the humor in current lifestyles and events. He encour¬ 
ages lifelong learning and service to others. Now 
retired after 28 years in public relations with insurance 
giant State Farm, Jerry developed his speaking skills 
through his work with small farm mutual insurance 
companies. Come hear Jerry at your Annual Meeting 
for an entertaining and inspirational program. 

Registered members in attendance will receive 
a carving fork as a door prize. Four $25 credits on 
electric bills will be given as “Early Bird Prizes.” Atten¬ 
dance prizes will be awarded at the conclusion of the 
meeting. 

So please come join us at our 65th Annual Meet¬ 
ing on March 24th in Hecker. 

Rock Creek subdivision will have 32 lots. Autumn 
Ridge will have 109 lots and Tall Timbers is plan¬ 
ning 45 lots. We will be adding a new circuit out of 
the Smithton substation to help care for this added 
growth. We also have seven other separate projects in 
the Smithton and Columbia areas to help improve the 
system. 

An upgrade was completed last year converting a 
single phase line to three phase on Konarcik road. We 
expect that to correct some of the voltage problems in 
that area. 

There is also a new substation planned for the 
Columbia area sometime this year. This will relieve 
some of the load from the Fountain substation serving 
the bottoms area as well as the Pines subdivision in 
Columbia. 

These maintenance and construction projects will 
improve service reliability and assure adequate volt¬ 
age to areas with heavy growth. 
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Rebates and incentive 
programs for members 

■ Electric heal rebate 
$350 rebate from Monroe County Electric Co-Operative for new electric heat installations qualifying for the 

cooperative’s Electric Heat Rate 16. 

■ Free water healer 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative will offer a free 65 gallon water heater to members who build new electric- 

heated homes. 

■ System Rebates 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative offers a $125 per ton rebate for a Geothermal heating, cooling and water 

heating installation. The installed unit must be water source AR/320 or 330 rated. This rebate is in addition to the 
electric heat rebate listed above. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative offers a $30 per kW rebate for total-electric heating systems that include a 
heat pump, electric furnace, baseboard or ceiling cable. The rebate also applies to other all-electric heating systems. 
Total-electric heat systems must be 5 kW or larger. 

Rate 16: Winter 
October 1 - June 1 

Summer 
June 1 - October 1 

Facility charge: $19.00/month $19.00/month 
Energy charge: First 1200 kwh @ 8.83 cents 

Next 3800 kwh @ 5.0 cents 
Over 5000 kwh @ 6.75 cents 

First 2000 kwh @ 8.83 cents 
Over 2000 kwh @ 6.75 cents 

If a residential account was not all-electric, it would be on Rate 1, where the summer rate above would apply 
year-round. 

Assistance available to offset energy cost 
Western Egyptian Economic Op¬ 

portunity Council, located in 
Steeleville, has been designated by 
the Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs in Springfield to 
administer the Low Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) in 
Jackson, Monroe, Perry and Ran¬ 
dolph Counties. To date, 2,497 
households have received energy 
grants. One hundred ninety-two 
(192) households have received 
emergency service grants to recon¬ 
nect heat and/or electric sources, 
which had been disconnected. Non- 
operational furnaces in nine house¬ 
holds were replaced. 

Gross income, for 30 days prior 
to application date, is used to deter¬ 
mine income eligibility. All income 
received by each household member 
is counted. Grant amounts are de¬ 
termined by total income, number in 
household, and heat type. Renters 
whose utilities are included in the 
rental payment and whose rent is 
more than 30 percent of their 30 day 
gross income may be eligible for a 
grant. Total gross income must be at 
or below the following: one person 
$1,108; two persons $1,493; three 
persons $1,878; and four persons 
$2,263. Applicants must provide 
the agency with hard copy proof of 

Social Security numbers of each 
household member, a copy of the 
most recent heating and electric bill, 
and any other information needed to 
process the application. All applica¬ 
tions are processed by the Steel¬ 
eville central office. 

If your household has not ap¬ 
plied for energy assistance this 
heating season, which began Sep¬ 
tember 1,2002, contact the Western 
Egyptian Outreach Office in the 
county where you reside to make 
an appointment or for a home visit. 
The telephone numbers are: Monroe 
939-8715 and Randolph (Chester) 
826-3141 or (Sparta) 443-5231. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 2003 16b 



If you have not attended your co-op’s annual meeting, you’re 

missing a great experience. At the annual meeting you will 

learn about your cooperative’s plans for the future, elect your 

board representation, get a chance at some great prizes, and 

have a chance to visit with old friends and the cooperative’s em¬ 

ployees. 

And this experience is unique to cooperative members be¬ 

cause cooperatives follow a set of seven principles that differ¬ 

entiate them from other electric utilities. These principles are: 

Q Voluntary and Open Membership. 
Cooperatives are open to all persons able 
to use their services and willing to accept 
the responsibilities of membership, without 
gender, social, racial, political or religious 
discrimination. 

J Autonomy and Independence. 
Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help orga¬ 
nizations controlled by their members. If they 
enter into agreements with other organizations 
or raise capital from external sources, they do so 
on terms that ensure democratic control by their 
members and maintain the co-op’s autonomy. 

Q Democratic Member Control. 
Cooperatives are democratic organizations 
controlled by their members, who actively 
participate in setting policies and making 
decisions. The elected representatives are ac¬ 
countable to the membership. In electric co¬ 
operatives, members have equal voting rights 
(one vote per member). 

0 Members3 Economic Participation. 
Members contribute equitably to, and demo¬ 
cratically control, the capital of their coop¬ 
erative. At least part of that capital is usually 
the common property of the co-op. Members 
allocate surpluses for such purposes as devel¬ 
oping the cooperative and setting up capital 
reserves. 

0 Education, Training and Information. 

Cooperatives provide education and training for 
their members, elected representatives and em¬ 
ployees so they can contribute effectively to the 
development of their co-ops. They inform the gen¬ 
eral public about the nature and benefits of co-ops. 

Cooperation Among Co-ops. 

Cooperatives serve their members most ef¬ 
fectively by working together through local, 
national, regional and international structures. 

Q Concern for Community. 

While focusing on member needs, coopera¬ 
tives work for the sustainable development of 
their communities through policies accepted 
by their members. 

co 
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Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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JQ LIST 
for power line .safety 

Kids, here are the top ten reasons not to ever interfere 
with anvthino eatiojit in a power line: 

1. You don’t like the nickname “Sparky.” 

2. You don’t like hospital stays. 

3. You don’t want to hear your mother say “I told you so.” 

4. You’d like to live to see your 15th birthday. 

5. You’d like use of both arms and legs. 

6. The balloon, shoe or kite that’s caught in the lines 
isn’t as valuable as your life. 

7. You have a promising future ahead. 

8. It’s not a “cool” thing to mess with. 

9. Fireworks shouldn’t be seen in your county again 
until July 4th. 

10. You know better. 

For more mformation about power line safety, call your 
local electric cooperative or visit www.safeeleetrieity.orif. 



MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(610) 939-7171 
(000) 757-7433 

Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

JT JK Across the 
Pi - i President’s 

Alan W. Wattles 

Guest editorial 

Jeff Quyle, Director of Strategic Services 
Indiana Statewide Association of RECs 

The balance of power 
New Congress to face old questions and 

conflicts in creating energy policy 
It’s a new year. There’s a new Congress - the 108th. 

But there are some old issues on the agenda for the 
new Congress to look at. 

This year we’ll again hear debates about energy 
policy questions we’ve heard a great deal about during the 
past two years. 
■ Should there be drilling for new oil supplies in north¬ 

ern Alaska? 
■ Should cars and trucks have to improve their energy 

efficiency? 
■ Should the tax laws give credits to encourage more 

clean coal technologies? 
■ Should federal support for insurance for nuclear 

power plants be renewed? 
Congress will face all these questions plus dozens 

more as it resumes the unfinished debate over updating 
America’s national energy policy. The legislation to ac¬ 
complish that update did not pass in the last Congress, 
so the 108th Congress will pick up the bundle of issues in 
2003 and try to carry it to completion. 

The electric industry is changing. It seems appropri¬ 
ate that we’ll have a new Congress trying to help shape 
what will emerge as a new electric market place in the 
future. 

Rural electric cooperatives will watch closely, and be 
part of the debate over how to rewrite federal electricity 
regulation laws. When Congress began its last effort to 

write new rules for electricity, the rug was pulled out from 
under its feet - California went through price spikes and 
blackouts, Enron hit bankruptcy, and market manipulators 
were discovered to be hiking electricity prices on a regular 
basis. 

Those changing policy crises made it tough for the 
last Congress to maintain its focus on what issues needed 
addressing, and how best to solve the evolving policy 
problems. The debate became a moving target focused 
on the issue du jour, not on the long-term questions about 
electricity. 

We hope that this time, with the wholesale electric 
market (hopefully) in more stable circumstances, the 
members of Congress will be able to focus on fairly bal¬ 
ancing two goals: the need to modify and maintain the 
regulations that protect consumers, and the need to make 
the wholesale market more flexible. 

This will lead to long debates regarding Federal Ener¬ 
gy Regulatory Commission (FERC) regulation of the mar¬ 
kets, the power of federal regulators to examine proposed 
mergers of big utility companies, and other issues relevant 
to how power prices get decided in the marketplace. 

We know there must be more facilities built so that 
electric power can be traded more widely. But those facili¬ 
ties - especially transmission facilities - should be built 
to help change our current infrastructure to one that better 
connects many buyers and sellers of wholesale electric 
power. 

The companies that may build those lines will want to 
make money from those lines, because transmission line 
construction requires millions of dollars of investment. 
They will seek to charge fees for those lines, but the fees 
can potentially harm captive consumers, or the fees may 
drive away potential competitors. Congress will have to 
balance these potential conflicts over access and fees in 
the new law. 

We expect the energy bill debate will be a lively one 
this year. If these issues were easy to solve, they would 
have been worked out last year. So the hard-to-find com¬ 
promises will take time, more time than many people 
expect, to arrive. And when the answers are here, we 
hope the new Congress will have improved the chances 
for consumers to benefit from the new world of the elec¬ 
tric industry. 
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Co-op receives safety award at state conference 
Monroe County Electric Co-Op¬ 

erative, Inc. received a safety 
honor recently during the Safety/Su¬ 
pervisory Technical Conference held 
in Springfield. Our cooperative re¬ 
ceived an award for “best lost-time 
accident record.” The conference is 
sponsored annually by the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC). From left are Lineman-Jour¬ 
neyman Ron Schultheis, Superinten¬ 
dent of Operations David Stephens, 
Lineman-Apprentice Gary Gilbert, 
and Lineman-Journeyman Arlin 
Stechmesser. 

Don’t let your dishwasher flush $$$ down the drain 
Add up how much electricity 

all those appliances in your 
home use, and pretty soon you’re 
talking real money on your electric 
bill. Your dishwasher is no ex¬ 
ception. 

About 80 percent of the ener¬ 
gy used by a dishwasher is for hot 
water, not for electricity to run the 
motor. So, U.S. Department of En¬ 
ergy (DOE) recommends doing the 
following to make your dishwasher 
more cost effective. 
• Check the owner’s manual for 

the recommended water tem¬ 

perature. Many have internal 
heating elements that will allow 
you to lower the temperature if 
it is set too high. 
Scrape, don’t rinse, large piec¬ 
es of food from dishes. Soak 
or prewash only when there is 
burned-on or dried-on food. 
Fill your dishwasher before 
each use — but don’t over¬ 
load. 
Do not use the “rinse hold” on 
your machine for just a few 
soiled dishes. This setting 

uses three to seven gallons of 
hot water. 
Let your dishes air-dry instead 
of using the heat-drying op¬ 
tion. 
Relax and enjoy the conve¬ 
nience of having a dishwasher 
because dishwashers use less 
water than hand washing — 
about six gallons less per load. 
Dishwashers also do a better 
job of killing germs because 
they use hotter water than you 
would use with hand washing. 

Please dig safely this 
Remember to contact JULIE before 

you begin your outdoor projects this year. If you are starting a garden, building a deck or planting a 
tree, call JULIE (800) 892-0123 at least 48 hours in 
advance so they can mark any underground lines that 

may be near the area where you plan to dig. By having your 
dig area marked, you will avoid serious injury and prevent 
any possible damage to the utility lines that could interrupt 
service to your home and to the homes of others. JULIE is a 
service provided to you at no cost. 
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About 1,000 tornadoes occur in the United 
States each year, causing about 42 deaths 
and massive destruction. Tornadoes can hap¬ 

pen anywhere at any time. But as they are most 
prevalent in the Midwest in April, May and June, 
now is the time to prepare. 

A very important part of this preparation is to 
update or create your disaster supply kit. This kit 
should contain the following: a flashlight and radio 
with extra batteries, a first aid kit, emergency food 
and water, a can opener, essential medications, 
cash and credit cards, and sturdy shoes. 

Also be sure to discuss with your family the 
difference between a tornado watch (tornados are 
possible within the area - stay close to shelter) 
and a tornado warning (a tornado has been sight¬ 
ed in the area and shelter should be sought imme¬ 
diately). Conduct a tornado drill each season with 
your family. Make sure everyone is aware of the 
safest place to seek shelter. 

In your home, seek a windowless interior 
room on the lowest level, storm cellar or base¬ 
ment. Mobile home owners will be safer in a 
building with a sturdy foundation or in a low-lying 
ditch away from the unit. If you are driving when 
a tornado hits, never try to outrun it; get out of the 
car and try to find shelter, or lie in a ditch or low- 
lying area away from the car. 

One option for many families is to build or 
buy a storm shelter. Shelters are available in many 
different styles, both above and below ground, 
and can be built on-site or prefabricated. Below 
ground shelters are safer from flying debris, but 

are also more susceptible to floods and winter 
freezes. They can also require a great deal of land 
preparation. Above ground shelters may be more 
easily installed and built, but can take up more 
space on your land and are more prone to flying 
debris and wind damage. 

Shelters can also be built separate from the 
home, incorporated into an existing home, or add¬ 
ed to new home plans. In-house entry is safer if a 
tornado is almost upon you, but cannot be easily 
installed into pre-existing homes. 

A lot of factors both positively and negatively 
affect storm shelters. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) has prepared an 
86-page booklet describing these factors. It in¬ 
cludes suggestions for what to look for in a storm 
shelter, instructions on basic installation, cost 
estimates, reasons for storm shelters, and what 
to ask a manufacturer. 

Storm shelters are not required by law to 
pass any testing. But, the National Storm Shelter 
Association (NSSA) has prepared a standard for 
shelters that tests the shelters’ ability to withstand 
great winds, debris impact, ground stress and 
flooding, and entryway door security, among 
other criteria. The FEMA also provides a listing of 
manufacturers that have undergone and passed 
this testing. 

To order a storm shelter booklet, call (888) 
565-3896 or (800) 480-2520 and ask for booklet 
FEMA 320a. Or, visit the agency’s Web site at 
www.fema.gov/hazards/tornadoes. The NSSA can 
be reached at (877) 700-NSSA or www.nssa.ee. 
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People over the age of 65 face the greatest risk of dy¬ 
ing in a fire. Last year, more than 1,200 Americans 

over the age of 65 died in home fires, and 3,000 were 
injured in fire-related incidences. 

So why are older Americans at risk? Decreased mo¬ 
bility, health, sight and hearing may limit a person’s abil¬ 
ity to take the quick action necessary to escape during a 
fire emergency. And depending on physical limitations, 
any of the actions an individual can take to protect them¬ 
selves from the dangers of fire may require help from a 
caregiver, neighbor or outside source. 

Here are some fire prevention steps seniors can fol¬ 
low: 

install smone alarms 
• Make sure smoke alarms are installed on each level 
of your home and outside all sleeping areas. 
• Test them monthly and replace the batteries at least 
once a year. 
• Caregivers are encouraged to check the smoke 
alarms of those who are unable to do it themselves. The 
chances of surviving a home fire almost doubles with 
the initial warning from a smoke alarm. 

Plan your escape 
• Know at least two exits from every room. 
• If you use a walker or wheelchair, check all exits to 
be sure they can go through the doorways. 
• Make any necessary accommodations, such as 
providing exit ramps and widening doorways to facilitate 
an emergency escape. 
• Unless instructed by the fire department, never use 
an elevator during a fire. 

Don’t isolate yourself 
• Speak to your family members, building manager or 
neighbors about your fire safety plan and practice it with 
them. 
• Contact your local fire department’s non-emergency 
line and explain your special needs. 
• The fire department will probably suggest escape 
plan ideas and may perform a home fire safety inspec¬ 
tion and offer suggestions about smoke alarm placement 
and maintenance. 
• Ask emergency providers to keep your special 
needs information on file. 

Liue near an exit 
• If you live in a multi-story home, arrange to sleep on 
the ground floor near an exit. 

Be fire-safe around the home 
• If you must smoke, never smoke in bed or near an 
oxygen source, gas stove, or other flammable object. 
• When cooking, never approach an open flame while 
wearing loose clothing, and don’t leave cooking unat¬ 
tended. Use a timer to remind you of food in the oven. 
• Don’t overload electrical outlets or extension cords. 
• Never use the oven to heat your home. Properly 
maintain chimneys and space heaters. 
• Take special precaution if you are on medication 
that makes you drowsy. 

For more information on fire prevention, contact the 
United States Fire Administration Office at (301) 447- 
1000, or log on to their Web site at www.usfa.fema.gov. 

EMERGENCY CALL -911 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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Know what to do 
power lines 
Instincts can help us to avoid 

danger but in some situations, 
our natural inclinations can lead 

to tragic results. If your car hits a 
power pole or otherwise brings a 
power line down, getting out of the 
vehicle, with few exceptions, is the 
wrong thing to do until the line has 
been de-energized. 

“You’re almost always better off 
to stay in the car, especially if the 
line is in contact with the vehicle,” 
says Molly Hall, Director of the Safe 
Electric program. “The tires will pro¬ 
vide insulation for a period of time, 
keeping the current from completing 
its path to the ground. If you step 
outside, your body becomes the 
path and electrocution is the tragic 
result.” 

“It’s best to wait until the electric 
utility arrives to make sure power to 
the line is cut off.” 

The only exception would be 
if fire or the smell of gasoline were 
present. In that case, the proper ac¬ 
tion is to jump - not step - with both 
feet hitting the ground at the same 
time. Shuffle or hop keeping both 
feet together as you leave the area. 
Like the ripples in a pond or lake, the 
voltage diminishes the farther out it 
is from the source. Stepping from 
one voltage level to another allows 
the body to become a path for that 
electricity. 

“Even if a power line has landed 
on the ground, there is still the po¬ 
tential for the area near your car to 
be energized,” Hall says. “Stay in¬ 
side the vehicle unless there’s fire or 

imminent risk of fire.” 
The same rules apply with situ¬ 

ations involving farm equipment and 
construction equipment that come in 
contact with overhead lines. 

“With the planting sea¬ 
son just around 
the corner and ' construction 
starting to pick up, the risk for those 
kinds of situations increases as well,” 
Hall adds. “Those working with large 
equipment should stay inside the ve¬ 
hicle if equipment extensions come in 
contact with power lines.” 

Accidents involving electricity 
cause hundreds of deaths, thousands 
of injuries and tens of thousands 
of fires each year. Nearly all can be 
prevented if people understand the 
dangers and steps they can take to 
be safe around electricity. 

Prevention of electricity-related 
tragedies is the goal of Safe Elec¬ 
tricity, a statewide, industry-wide 
program aimed at expanding public 

■ continued on 16b 

DIRECTORS 
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All Co-op Electric 
Outages 

939-7171 or 
(800) 757-7433. 
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■ continued from 16a 

awareness of electrical haz¬ 
ards and proper actions to take 
around them. 

Safe Electricity was 
launched last year by a coali¬ 
tion of nearly three dozen Il¬ 
linois electric utilities, electric 
co-operatives, the Illinois Energy 
Association and University of Il¬ 
linois, through the Illinois Electric 
Council (IEC), a non-profit indus¬ 
try forum committed to safety 
and efficiency education. 

The program uses a number 
of ways to expand awareness, 
including radio and television 
public service announce¬ 
ments (PSAs). Each PSA 
highlights electrical hazards, 
provides important safety in¬ 
formation and directs the lis¬ 
tener or viewer to the program’s 
comprehensive Web site, 
www.SafeElectricity.org for more 
information. 

SafeElectricity.org is a virtual 

warehouse of safety information 
for children and adults, farmers, 
contractors, business people, 
homeowners, teachers - anyone 
who has questions or needs to 
know about electrical safety. 

“We encourage everyone to 
heed the information they hear 
in the PSAs and to visit the Web 
site to learn more,” Hall says. 
“Taking a few minutes to learn 
how to be safe could be a life- 
saving investment of time.” 

Greet the great outdoors safely 
Spring is here; summer is on the way. It’s time to be outdoors, and soon the kids will be 

out of school. 
Here’s a little advice for kids of all ages for a safe and fun time outdoors. 
• Make sure to fly your kite in a wide-open space far away from 
power lines. 
• Don’t climb trees near power lines or raise a ladder or other 
equipment without first looking up. 
• Be careful adjusting your roof antenna. 
• Learn to work and play around electricity as safely as possible. 

New office clerk hired 
Linda Schmidt 

of rural Wa¬ 
terloo was hired 
on March 24, 
2003, as a new 
employee. Lin¬ 
da’s duties will 

include the management of our 
delinquent accounts, processing 
of invoices, Paperclip scanning, 
billing assistance as needed, and 
other general office duties. 

Linda is married to Gene and 
they have three children; Gene, 
10, Greg, 8, and a girl, Lynn, 8. 
For the past eighteen months, 
they’ve lived in a rural subdivision 
that the cooperative sen/es called 
Arbor Ridge. They are formerly 
from Belleville. 

Linda’s last employer was 
Union Planter’s Bank in Fairview 
Heights. She worked in Merchant 
Services. She graduated from 

Belleville West High School and 
attended SWIG in Belleville. 

Gene is a member of the 
Elk’s club in Belleville and they 
both are involved in kid’s soccer 
and karate. Linda enjoys swim¬ 
ming when she gets a chance 
and spending time with her family. 

We welcome Linda to Mon¬ 
roe County Electric Cooperative 
as a new employee! 

IMEMliW'JKIkimgg 
Monroe County Electric Cooperative will be closed on Monday, May 26 in obser¬ 

vance of Memorial Day. The office will be open for normal business hours on 
Tuesday, May 27. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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Don't get relaxed around It’s easy to get too relaxed around electricity. 
After all, we use it every day and it is generally 
harmless. But we need to remember the dan¬ 
gers of electricity when it is improperly used. 

May is National Electrical Safety Month, and this 
is the perfect opportunity to look at your electrical 
bad habits. See if any of these questions pertain to 
your use of electricity. 

■ Are you still plugging In that frayed and 
cracked cord on the bedroom lamp? You know, 
the one the cat chewed on months ago? 

Check all your electrical cords. Replace all 
frayed cords immediately; faulty cords can cause 
an electrical fire. More than 800 people die in elec¬ 
trical fires each year. 

■ Did you replace that blown light bulb in the 
bedroom with the proper wattage bulb? Or 
did you choose the first one you saw in the 
closet? 

Always use the appropriate wattage bulb for a 
fixture. The wrong wattage can cause overheating 
and may lead to a fire. 

not tucked in. When covered, the blanket can be¬ 
come overheated and cause a fire. 

■ Did you get your brand new DVD player 
home to discover it wouldn’t plug into your 
outlet? Did you break the third prong off the 
plug to make it fit? 

Never remove the third plug, the grounding 
plug, from a cord. The plug grounds electricity and 
protects you from shock. Simple and cheap adapt¬ 
ers are available at most stores. 

■ Did you hide that lamp cord underneath the 
rug beneath the couch? Or staple it to the 
baseboard along the wall? 

Cords placed underneath rugs can overheat 
and cause a fire. Nails, staples or furniture can 
damage the cord’s insulation. 

■ Have you been using that extension cord on 
a permanent basis? 

Extension cords are meant to be temporary, 
they can become a fire hazard if used continu¬ 
ously. Also, be sure you are using a properly rated 
cord for the wattage you need. 

■ Have you installed that GFCI in the bathroom, 
kitchen, garage and outside outlets yet? 

Don’t let this crucial chore slip your mind. A 
GFCI. or Ground-Fault Circuit Interrupter, will turn 
off electricity to an outlet when a short to ground is 
detected. This means, if something goes wrong, the 
GFCI can shut off the electricity, and save your life. 

■ Did you grab your indoor extension cord in 
a pinch to use outside? 

Use outdoor extension cords for outside jobs. A 
sudden rain shower could be disastrous for an im¬ 
proper cord. Also consider using cords with GFCI 
extensions for added protection. 

■ Have you remembered to test your GFCIs reg¬ 
ularly to be sure they are working properly? 

If you have installed your GFCI outlets, check 
them regularly. An easy way to test your outlet is by 
plugging in a nightlight. Press the reset button on the 
GFCI, then turn on the nightlight. Press the test but¬ 
ton. The light should shut off. When you press the 
reset button again, the light should come back on. 

■ Have you checked your outlets to be sure 
they are not warm to the touch? 

If an outlet feels unusually warm, it could in¬ 
dicate an unsafe wiring condition. Unplug all cords 
and contact an electrician. 

■ Do you leave your curling iron, hair dryer or 
shaver plugged in after using it? 

Even appliances that aren't turned on can be 
hazardous if they come in contact with water. It’s 
best to get into the habit of unplugging these appli¬ 
ances. 

■ Have you forgotten to replace that broken 
faceplate on the outlet in the living room? 

Any exposed wiring due to a broken or missing 
faceplate is a shock hazard. 

■ Do you tuck your electric blanket in to keep 
it in place? 

When curling up with an electric blanket, 
make sure nothing lays on top of it, and that it is 

■ Have you had your electric wiring checked 
by an electrician? 

More than 50 million homes have outdated 
wiring. Have your wiring checked if your home is 
more than 40 years old or you have added major 
appliances to the electric load in the last 10 years. 

■ Have you called your utilities about that 
hole you plan to dig for your new fence? 

Hitting a line while digging can not only harm 
you, but can also cut off power to your neighbor¬ 
hood. Remember to call before you dig. 

■ Are you getting ready to clean out those 
gutters or trim the trees? 

Dozens of people are killed each year from 
contact with overhead power lines. Remember to 
always look up before using a ladder or climbing 
a tree. If wood or metal come into contact with a 
power line, it could be disastrous. Keep at least 10 
feet away from power lines. 

■ Do you know how to find out more about 
electrical safety? 

Call your electric cooperative for tips on electri¬ 
cal safety. You can also visit the National Electric 
Safety Foundation Web site at www.nesf.com or 
Safe Electricity at www.safeelectricity.org. 
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to stay away 
from substations 

Summer is a time for children to explore and 
play, but they need to know how and where 
to play safely. Teach your children to respect 

electric substations. 
Your cooperative has posted warning signs on 

all substation fences for your family’s safety. But do 
your children understand these signs and the 
dangers within the high-voltage area? 

Warn your children not to play near sub¬ 
stations, and never to climb on or over the 
surrounding fences, even if their favorite 
football was thrown inside it. Leave the 
ball alone and call your local co-op. 

Remember, your cooperative’s 
linemen have the proper gear and are 
trained to work in dangerous high-volt¬ 
age situations. 

At your cooperative, we care 
about your family’s safety. Please 
warn children about all the dangers of 
electricity. 

For more safety tips, go to www.safeelectricity.org 
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Pictured with MCEC President/CEO Alan W. Wattles, right, the re-elected board 

members are (left to right) Secretary-Treasurer Richard W. Liefer of Red Bud, 

Larry A. Haas of Belleville and Vice Chairman Larry W. Kraft from Smithton. 

Members of Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative (MCEC) in Waterloo 

were informed about the co-op’s power 
supply, new construction and maintenance 
and a potential water district partnership 
during the organization’s 65th annual meet¬ 
ing of members held Monday, March 24 at 
the Hecker Community Center in Hecker. 

President/CEO Alan W. Wattles said 
the co-op experienced another good year 
in 2002. “We ended the year with 6,238 
consumers connected, a 3.1 percent 
increase over 2001. You won’t find that 
happening very much anywhere else.” He 
added, “When you see growth like that, it 
helps spread the cost over more consum¬ 
ers, and that helps lower our bills.” For the 
year, MCEC constructed 225 new services 
and installed 13.2 miles of distribution 
line to serve them. In 2002, MCEC had an 
increase in kilowatt-hour sales of 7.1 per¬ 
cent, which is expected to increase again in 2003. 

Board Chairman Terry Grommet then talked about a 
potential water project. He said that in late 2002, Monroe 
County Electric had begun talks with the Fountain Water 
District to determine whether the co-op could acquire 
the water district, become the operator of the district, 
or partner with it. Preliminary consulting and auditing 
reports were favorable for moving forward. According to 
Grommet, “The water district would give Monroe County 
Electric another service in which to attract homeowners 
and developers to our service territory. Water is such 
an important commodity, and in many places it’s hard 
to come by.” MCEC will continue to research the water 
district in the coming year. 

Grommet went on to discuss power supply issues. 
He said the co-op is no longer a member of Soyland 

Power Cooperative. MCEC has joined Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative, a move that is already benefiting 
MCEC members. The co-op has purchased power from 
SIPC since 2000, but became a full member on July 1, 
2002. Grommet detailed SIPC’s multi-million dollar con¬ 
struction project, which has included adding new gen¬ 
erating capacity and improved emissions controls. He 
said, “When it’s all said and done, the capacity of SIPC 
will increase about 450 megawatts and improve the reli¬ 
ability of transmission for its six member co-ops. 

Secretary-Treasurer Richard W. Liefer reported that 
the co-op ended 2002 with margins of $1,631,142. Of 
this amount, $1,031,517 comprised operating margins, 
and $599,025 comprised non-operating margins, the 
bulk of which have been used to pay construction costs 
for the co-op’s new headquarters facility. Total cost of 

■ continued on 16b 
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■ continued from 16a 

electric service was down 18 per¬ 
cent from 2001, and net utility plant 
was up $2.1 million. Total assets 

were up $1.5 million. 

He then stated the co-op’s 
relationship with SIPC is also very 

important in respect to member 

rates. He said, “During the course 

of 2002, members received a 2 cent 

credit per kilowatt hour (kwh) sold 
each month on their bills, and MCEC 

was able to add an additional 2 cent 

credit to the December bill. This was 
due to the lower rate we paid per 
kwh from SIPC.” 

MCEC continues to benefit from 

its involvement as one of six co-ops 

that comprise Southern Services, 

LLC. Southern Services’ long dis¬ 

tance telephone service through 
Power Net Global (PNG) has been 
quite successful, boasting 8,000 
members in Southern Illinois. The 
Southern Services group is also 

looking into potential services such 

as surge protection, home back-up 
generation and satellite Internet ser¬ 

vice. 
During the meeting, three area 

men were re-elected to the co-op’s 

board of directors. The re-elected 

board members are Vice Chairman 

Larry W. Kraft from Smithton, Rich¬ 

ard Liefer of Red Bud and Larry A. 

Haas of Belleville. The members also 
voted on and accepted an amend¬ 

ment to the co-op’s Articles of 
Incorporation, allowing the co-op to 

pursue new business opportunities 

within its present not-for-profit struc¬ 
ture. One such venture is a potential 
partnership with Fountain Water Dis¬ 

trict. Such a venture would improve 

the quality of life for not only MCEC 

members, but other members of the 
community as well. 

MCEC serves 6,238 members 
over 1,147 miles of energized line. 

Members receive service in mostly 
rural portions of Monroe, Randolph 
and St. Clair counties. The co-op is 

also a member of Touchstone En¬ 
ergy — an alliance of more than 600 

local, consumer-owned electric utili¬ 

ties that are committed to providing 
superior service based on four core 

principles: integrity, accountability, 
innovation and commitment to com¬ 

munity. 

• Install inexpensive window shades, and keep them closed during the day. 

• Close windows and doors before leaving for work, and open them in the evenings. 

• Install a programmable thermostat to automatically adjust the temperature higher when 

no one is at home. 

• Use circulating fans when you are in a room; turn them off when you leave. 

• Use window fans to bring in cool air at night, and push out hot air during the day. 

• Use whole house fans to exhaust hot air from your home. 

• Keep your air conditioner’s blades, evaporator coils, registers and condensers properly 

cleaned and maintained. This can mean a 10 to 40 percent energy savings. 

• Clean air conditioner filters every 1 to 4 months. 
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Springtime can spawn severe, 

damaging storms and heavy rain. 

Safe Electricity would like to remind 

people of the increased 

electrocution risks 

that springtime 

storms and flood¬ 

ing can cause and 

offers safety tips to 

avoid serious injury or death when 

dealing with the aftermath of a major 

storm or disaster. 

“The danger does not end when 

the storm does,” says Molly Hall, 

director of Safe Electricity. “People 

can be hurt or killed by hazards left 

behind. It’s wise to be cautious in 

any clean-up effort.” 

Stay away from downed power 

lines and be alert to the possibility 

that tree limbs or debris may hide an 

electrical hazard. Treat all downed 

or hanging power lines as if they are 

energized. Warn others to stay away 

and contact the electric utility. 

If using electric yard tools in 

clean-up efforts, do not operate 

them if it’s raining or ground is wet, 

or while you are wet or standing in 

water. Keep all electric tools and 

equipment at least ten feet away 

from wet surfaces. 

“Before re-entering storm-dam¬ 

aged buildings or rooms, be sure all 

electric and gas services are turned 

off,” said Jay Solomon, University of 

Illinois Extension Engineering Educa¬ 

tor. “Never attempt to turn off power 

£1 f O at the t)reaker box y°u must 

QIC stand in water to 

lectricity S, 
reach your 

breaker box safely, call your electric 

utility to shut off power at the meter.” 

Never step into a flooded base¬ 

ment or other area if water is cover¬ 

ing electrical outlets, appliances 

or cords. Be alert to any electrical 

equipment that could be energized 

and in contact with water. Never 

touch electrical appliances, cords or 

wires while you are wet or standing 

in water. 

“Cleaning up and using water- 

damaged appliances also carry 

safety risks,” said Solomon. “Elec¬ 

tric motors in appliances that have 

been drenched or submerged should 

be thoroughly cleaned and recondi¬ 

tioned before they are put back into 

service. It may be necessary to re¬ 

pair or replace electrical appliances 

or tools that have been in contact 

with water. Do not use any water- 

damaged appliance until a profes¬ 

sional has checked it out.” 

If after a storm or disaster, the 

power to your home is out for a 

prolonged period, know important 

safety rules, such as never using a 

charcoal or gas grill to cook inside! 

And if you use a standby generator, 

make sure a transfer safety switch 

is used or connect the appliance(s) 

directly to the generator output 

through an isolated circuit before 

you operate it. This prevents elec¬ 

tricity from traveling back through 

the power lines, what’s known as 

“back feed.” Back feed creates dan¬ 

ger for anyone near lines, particu¬ 

larly crews working to restore power. 

For more information 

on electrical safety, visit the 

www.SafeElectricity.org. Spanish 

versions of electrical safety informa¬ 

tion are also available on this web 

site. 

Safe Electricity is a statewide 

electrical safety public awareness 

program. The program was created 

by a coalition of nearly three dozen 

organizations including the Univer¬ 

sity of Illinois, rural electric coopera¬ 

tives, and investor-owned electric 

utilities from throughout the state. All 

are members of the Illinois Electric 

Council, a not-for profit organiza¬ 

tion dedicated to promoting electric 

safety and efficiency. 

oo 

Verizon Wireless day set for June 13 
A Verizon Wireless representative 

will be at your cooperative office 

on Friday, June 13, from 11:00 a.m. 

until 2:00 p.m. Our representative, 

Ashley Sledge, will be here to an¬ 

swer your questions and will have 

several models of phones on hand 

that the mem¬ 

bers can look at. 

If you’re not 

able to be here at that time and 

would like to talk to the representa¬ 

tive, you can call our office either 

before or during those hours and the 

representative 

will call you 

back. Through 

Verizon Wireless, your cooperative 

is able to offer several very competi 

tive rate plans for cell phones to the 

membership. 

v^^'verizgnwireless 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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efore you get engrossed in 
home improvement projects 
or yard work this spring, think 
of safety first. The threat of 
ground faults or electrocution 
in or around the home can be 
eliminated by using ground 

fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs). GFCIs 
monitor electricity flowing into a prod¬ 
uct. If electricity flowing into the prod¬ 
uct differs than that returning, the GFCI 
will shut off the current, protecting you, 
your family and your pets from injury 
or even death. 

There are three types of GFCIs on 
the market — 
1. Wall receptacle GFCIs - can be 

used as standard receptacles in 
the home to protect against ground 
faults whenever an electrical prod¬ 
uct is plugged into the outlet. 

2. Circuit breaker GFCIs - can serve 
a dual purpose: to shut off electric¬ 

ity in the event of a ground fault and 
trip when a short circuit or an over¬ 
load occurs. 
3. Portable GFCIs - come in two 

types. One type has a self-con¬ 
tained enclosure with plug prongs 
in the back, and receptacle slots 
in the front. Electrical products are 
plugged into the GFCI. The second 
type is an extension cord combined 
with a GFCI. It adds flexibility to us¬ 
ing receptacles not protected by 
GFCIs. 
Be sure to select whichever GFCIs 

meet your needs, and make sure you 
have them on hand so you can be pre¬ 
pared when it’s time to do projects in 
and around your home. GFCIs are inex¬ 
pensive compared to the value of a hu¬ 
man life, so think before you plug, and 
stay safe this spring. 

For more information about GFCIs, 
call your local electric cooperative. 
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Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Alan W..Wattles 

By being a Touchstone Energy® 
cooperative, Monroe County 

Electric Co-Operative (MCEC) is 
joining forces with other electric 
cooperatives to build customer 
loyalty while at the same time 
maintaining the highest levels of 
service and accountability. As 
your local Touchstone Energy Co¬ 
operative, MCEC is committed to 
serving the needs of your families 
and this community into the 21st 
century. 

What is Touchstone 
Energy? 
• A national alliance of local, 

cooperatively owned utilities, 
providing high standards of service to their mem 

Touchstone Energy 

MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(615) 939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy* farmer 

(300) 757-7433 

bers, large and small, and their communities. 
Represents more than 600 energy cooperatives 
serving more than 6 million households and busi¬ 

nesses reaching more than 17 
million members from coast to 
coast in 44 states. 
• A brand with core values 
that consumers have long as¬ 
sociated with cooperatives: 
integrity, accountability, in¬ 
novation, and a longstanding 
commitment to their commu¬ 
nities. 
• Represents electric coop¬ 
eratives’ unique characteristics 
in a changing marketplace 
where these values and differ¬ 
ences matter more each day. 
• Emphasizes the significance 
of each electric cooperative’s 
local presence and ties to the 
community, but offers the 
resources of a nationwide net¬ 
work to bring added value and 

co! 

benefit to all consumers. 

Be sure to visit our booth at th 
1.1  fc1 

July 27 - August 3 Monroe 
County Fair 
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Three easy electrical 
projects you can tackle 
Despite their long service life, electrical 

wiring devices occasionally need to 
be replaced. The good news is, you 
don’t have to be a master electrician to 
replace these devices yourself. 

Below are three simple electrical 
upgrades you can do yourself. But 
don’t let your weekend electrical project 
become a shocking experience. Your 
Electric Cooperative urges you to turn off the power 
at the circuit breaker box before you begin any 
electrical work and always follow the instructions 
manufacturers include with their devices. 

1. Replacing Electrical Outlets: 
The contacts in an electrical outlet that hold a 

plug securely can fatigue and lose their gripping 
force. If an appliance plug doesn’t fit into the outlet, 
don’t bend the prongs on the plug. Replace the outlet 
as soon as possible. 

Another reason to replace an outlet is to upgrade 
to a specialized outlet, like a surge protected or GFCI 
protected outlet. When re-decorating is the objective, 
consider upgrading to designer-style outlets. These 
outlets have a decorative rectangular shape and offer 
a sleek contemporary appearance that enhances 
your home’s interior. 

2. Replacing Switches: 
The mechanism inside a switch can wear out, 

resulting in loose action or outright failure. When this 
happens, it’s time to replace the switch. A standard 
single-pole switch with two screw terminals is the 
easiest to replace; three-way and four-way switches 
are more complicated because you have additional 
traveler wires to deal with. 

You can replace your run-of-the mill toggle 
switch with a decorative switch with a rocker-style 
ON/OFF mechanism. A rocker switch has the added 
advantage of a universal design that is easier to use 
if you or someone in your household has limited 

range of motion or minimal dexterity 
due to age or disability. Toggle switches 
and rocker style switches come in 
illuminated versions, which 
make them easy to locate in 
darkened areas. 

You can also consider adding a 
dimmer. These are available in many 

different styles. Dimmers conserve energy 
and save on your electric bill. 
Seeking a hands-free alternative to lighting 

control? Consider installing an occupancy sensor. It 
“senses” when a person enters and leaves a room. 
The sensor automatically turns the lights on and off 
in response. You’ll never find yourself reaching for a 
light switch with an arm full of packages or fumbling 
around in a dark room to locate the switch. 

Another alternative is an electronic timer switch, 
which lets you set up the time intervals when lights 
and appliances should be activated. 

3. Upgrading Outdoor Devices: 
Don’t overlook outdoor devices when 

considering your weekend electrical projects. And 
don’t replace outdoor switches and receptacles 
with indoor versions unless you also use a bubble- 
type cover or a cover with a flip-style lid known as 
a weatherproof cover. Adding this type of weather 
protection to your outdoor devices will help create a 
safer electrical environment. 

Outdoor switch covers are available with a 
built-in horizontal, lever-type switch that comes 
with a foam gasket between the cover plate and 
the box. The lever activates a regular toggle switch 
underneath. Outdoor receptacles should always 
be GFCI types with an outdoor, weatherproof 
cover. Installing a rain-tight, while-in-use cover 
for equipment that is plugged in all the time adds 
an extra measure of protection. These covers 
can be mounted vertically or horizontally. They 
are easily installed with the GFCI by following the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

For more iniormation go to www.leviton.com. 
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What do the Fourth of July 
and cooperatives have in common? fhen Benjamin Franklin signed the Declaration of Independence, he was credited with saying, “We 

must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately.” 
No wonder Franklin was also the founder of the first successful cooperative formed in the United 

States. Fie organized the Philadelphia Contributionship for the Insurance of Flouses from Loss by 
Fire in 1752. 

The principles behind the Declaration of Independence that form the basis of American democracy 
are also the beliefs that form the basis of cooperatives. 

A cooperative like Monroe County Electric is owned and democratically controlled by the people who 
use its services. Each member has one vote regardless of their equity in the company; that is, wealthy 
members cannot buy more control, and everyone has an equal say. This is in contrast to investor- 
owned businesses in which only shareholders have a vote in how the business is run; and even among 

shareholders, some have more votes than others, depending on their 
shares of stock. 

The Declaration of Independence also declared the equality of 
rights of its citizens and that people had the right to organize to 
secure their futures when their rights were infringed upon. 

At the time the Declaration was written, democracy 
was a pretty untested idea - but the founders of our 
country were determined to make it work. 

So when you celebrate the Fourth of July with 
your families and friends this year, think about those 
principles that inspired our Founding Fathers. They also 
inspired the founders 
of rural electric co¬ 
operatives, who were 
determined to provide 
reliable, affordable power to 
secure the futures of their rural CONGRESS A if, 
communities. 

tri monT^Wfarirfum .i 
* * 

o^afes of-Mmmfa? 

Monroe County Electric offices will be 
closed Friday, July 4, 2003, in 

observance of Independence Day. Have a 
safe and happy holiday! 

-■* 
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Alan W. Wattles 

Late spring storms 
bring outages 
The end of spring brought Monroe county and the sur¬ 

rounding area plenty of rain and high velocity winds 
that caused wide spread damage in Monroe County 
Electric’s service area. 

On Tuesday, June 10, 2003, members whose elec¬ 
tric supply is fed from the Millstadt, Smithton and New 
Athens substations saw their power interrupted by an 
Illinois Power caused outage. Illinois Power lost their 
transmission line to our substations from approximately 
7:30 a.m. until around 9:15 a.m. It was reported to us 
that the outage was storm related. 

At around 6:00 p.m. that evening, a widespread area 
was blasted by high winds, lightning and heavy rains, 
causing flash flooding and havoc throughout the system. 
Line crews from your cooperative worked through the 
night, the following day and quite a bit of the next eve¬ 
ning restoring power and clearing fallen trees and limbs 
from electric lines. There were more than 1,200 services 
without power, many throughout most of the night. There 
were two members, in distant outlying areas, who were 
without power for about 24 hours. 

On Friday, June 13 at around10:00 a.m., lightning 
caused a huge outage coming out of our Waterloo sub¬ 
station and taking out the transmission line feeding our 
Waterloo, Poe, Fults and Maeys Creek substations. This 
outage affected more than 4,000 accounts. Power was 
restored around 11:45 a.m. that morning. 

While the cooperative saw extensive damage and 
numerous outages, other public utilities also saw wide¬ 
spread damage and a greater numbers of accounts out 
of power. Illinois Power reported around 55,000 custom¬ 
ers out of service at one point. Many accounts were 
off for two to three days. Ameren-UE reported close to 
300,000 customers out of electricity at one time or an¬ 
other during the storms. 

In the event of a major outage such as this, we are lim¬ 
ited to the volume of calls we can process at one time. We 
appreciate your patience when you call in an outage and get 
a busy signal. We want to respond to members when they 
call in with a problem, and we will take as many calls as we can. 

When you call in and are told that we see an active 
outage on the line that you’re shown to be on, please don’t 
hesitate to call us for an update after one or two hours if 
your service is still out. There is always the chance that 
your power is coming from a local source and not just off 
the main line. There’s no way for us to know for sure unless 
you keep us informed, so please call us to let us know that 
you’re still out of electricity. 
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Two Youth Tour winners head off to Washington 
Monroe County Electric Co¬ 

operative announces that 
the winners of the “2003 Youth to 
Washington Contest” are Suzanne 
Balch of Smithton and Danielle Mc- 
Manemy of Millstadt. 

Suzanne will be a senior at 
Freeburg high school this year. Dani¬ 
elle will be a senior at Gibault High 
School in Waterloo. 

The contest provides two stu¬ 
dents with the opportunity to spend 
a week in Washington, D.C. The 
students meet with Illinois congres¬ 
sional leaders and learn more about 
their government. 

The event is sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives 
of Illinois and began in the 1950s 
to introduce rural youths to our 
democratic form of government and 
cooperatives. 

The students have a 
chance to visit the U.S. Capitol 
Arlington National Cemetery, 
the National Cathedral, the 
Supreme Court, the Smith¬ 
sonian Museums, the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum and a number 
of other historical sites. 

Danielle is the daughter of 
Thomas and Brenda McManemy of 
Millstadt. 

Suzanne is the daughter of Jebb 
and Kathleen Balch of Smithton. 

IEC Scholarship 
Winners of the 2003 Illinois 

Electric Cooperative Memorial 
Scholarship were announced in May, 
with three students receiving $1,000 
scholarships. In the son or daughter 
of an electric cooperative member 
category, the winners were: 
• Daniel John Koch of Mt. Ster¬ 

ling, Illinois. Daniel’s family 
receives electricity from Adams 
Electric Cooperative. 

• Scott James Johnson of Wat- 
seka, Illinois. Scott’s family 
receives electricity from Eastern 
lllini Electric Cooperative. 

• Jared Keith Helpingstine of 
Salem, Illinois. Jared’s family 
receives electricity from Tri- 

winners named 
County Electric 
Cooperative. 
In the “son 

or daughter 
of an 
electric 
cooperative 
employee 
or director” 
category, the winner 
is Lindsey McKinney 
of Montrose, Illinois. 
Lindsey is the daughter 
of Norris Electric 
Cooperative Manager 
Keith McKinney. 

More than 200 

applications were received 
this year (the most ever), 
and there were a large 
number of extremely 
qualified applicants. All 
applicants were notified 
of the selections, and 
the winning students 
will receive plaques at 
their local high school 
ceremonies. There were 
five applicants from the 
Monroe County Electric 
Cooperative area this year. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative will be closed on Monday, September 1,2003, in observance of Labor 

Day. Please call 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 to report emergencies to our 24 hours per day dispatch service. 
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Protectyour computer from power interruptions 
Despite constant efforts to 

eliminate the potential for 
power outages by upgrading the 
distribution system for heavier loads, 
clearing lines of trees and brush 
and utilizing capacitors and voltage 
regulators, there are still times when 
a momentary power outage occurs. 
Some people refer to these as the 
“blinking clock” syndrome. For the 
computer user, a blink can cause 
your computer to crash and you 
could lose valuable information. 

One way to help protect 
your computer from a brief 
power interruption is to install 
an Uninterruptible Power Supply 
(UPS). A UPS works off of batteries, 
ensuring a constant source of 
power. It will allow your computer to 
handle not only momentary power 
interruptions, but depending on the 
UPS, possibly much longer outages. 
A basic UPS for a home user can 
be obtained for around $120. Many 
businesses use a UPS since a 
loss of information due to power 
interruption can be very costly. 

Larger and advanced UPS systems 
can be obtained for personal 
desktop systems for around $300. 
The advanced UPS offers faster 
battery recharging, full-time surge 
suppression, noise isolation, audible 
alarms, fault indicators and more. 

Momentary power interruptions 
have always been a challenge for 
power companies and electric 
cooperatives. However, people 
notice them more today than in the 
past. So many items in our homes 
today have solid state electronics, 
and such items are increasingly 
sensitive to voltage fluctuations. 
Items that do not use solid state 
electronics, such as a refrigerator, 
clothes dryer, or even a light bulb, 
are not that sensitive. In most cases, 
a momentary outage could happen 
and there would be no noticeable 
affect on the performance of such 
devices. Years ago we did not have 
digital clocks, VCR’s and personal 
computers. Today we do, and we 
never seem to miss a blink. 

Monroe County Electric Co- 

Operative is continually striving to 
deliver high quality power to the 
member-owners. Nonetheless, there 
may be times when an unexpected 
outage occurs. If you are concerned 
about your computer, you may want 
to purchase a UPS. Considering 
what you probably paid for the 
computer system, the cost of a UPS 
may be minimal. 

The end of summer is coming. It will soon 
be time for the big yellow buses to head 
down country roads to take kids back to 

school. 
But school time is all year long for your 

electric cooperative employees. While your kids 
are learning about the three “Rs” — reading, 
writing and arithmetic, your co-op employees attend 
classes 
to stay current on safety techniques, and learn new 
technology and better ways to perform their jobs. 

It’s just one way we show concern for our 
community, one of four Touchstone Energy® 
program’s core values. We do it because we care. 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

For more information on Touchstone Energy1 

contact your local electric cooperative. 
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When movement is slow 

Be on the lookout for slow moving 
vehicles. Whether it’s grandma going 
to church on Sunday, or a combine 
traveling from field to field, you need 

to be able to slow down quickly. Even 
with seat belt and air bag in place, the 

chances of surviving a crash with a 
fixed or heavy slow moving object are 
not good. School buses also make 
frequent stops and may be moving 

slowly. 

Corners and hills can be espe¬ 
cially treacherous. They can hide big 

augers and grain wagons, and cars 

that have drifted into the center of the 

road. 

Be sure to share the road with 
other drivers. Many country roads are 

narrow and require passing drivers to 

slow down and each move onto the 

shoulder to pass. 
And, keep an eye out for 4-wheel¬ 

ers and kids on bikes or go-carts. 
Many of these vehicles are not street- 

legal, and an inexperienced driver can 

get careless. 

■ AUGUST 2003 

Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, 

Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 

8 am. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 

This time of year Illinois is 
made up of rolling hills, 

flat prairies, thousands of 

acres of ripe, green fields 
and a myriad of wildlife. 

And through all of this runs 
a collection of narrow dirt, 

gravel or broken 
paved roads. 

Although driving in 
rural areas may seem more 

peaceful, it can be much 

more hazardous than driving 
in the city. Driving through 

the countryside, we escape 

red lights, traffic jams, road- 

raged drivers and road con¬ 
struction. But we also gain 

some additional hazards you 
may not have thought of. 

Here are some reminders to 
keep you safe as you enjoy 

the beautiful scenery along a 
country road: 

When the com 
is as high as an 
elephant’s eye 

Hopefully, the rural areas 
you drive through have green 
crops thriving in the fields. But as the 
corn grows taller, it becomes harder to 

see wildlife and other drivers. 
Deer can break away suddenly 

out of a field, a tractor can pull out of 
an unmarked field entrance, or cars 
can be visually hidden at intersections. 

Since many rural intersections are 
unmarked, and without stop or yield 
signs, they are hazardous any time of 
year. But when the crops around them 

stand tall, it becomes virtually impos¬ 

sible to see who or what is coming. 

If you’re unfamiliar with a road, be 

sure to drive slowly so you have more 

time to stop when you encounter an 

intersection or field entrance. 

Some drivers try the trick of turn¬ 
ing off their headlights at night when 

approaching an intersection, or roll¬ 

ing down their windows to listen for 

cars. However, someone else may be 

using this approach also. They may 

have turned out their lights, or may 

be paused at the intersection before 
crossing, making little noise. It’s al¬ 

ways safer to come to a complete stop 

at all intersections. 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

When the rains pour 

Rain can pool alongside or 

over the road. If the water is 
more than six inches deep 

across your path, take an al¬ 
ternate route. If it is lower than 
this, proceed through it slowly, 
but don’t stop. Also, be aware 

that currents of water traveling 
over the road can be deadly, 

sweeping a car off the pave¬ 
ment and carrying it down¬ 

stream, into a field, ditch, creek 

or river. 

S^When the 
whistle blows 

Railroad crossings can be 

equally dangerous. Hopefully 
all railroad crossings will be 
marked with at least the stan¬ 
dard white RR crossing sign, 
which are often worn and hard 

to see. Turn off your radio to 
listen for train whistles when 

you know you are approaching 
a crossing. Stop at all railroad 

crossings and look both ways 
to check for trains. Never try to cross 
before a train, even one that appears to 
be moving slowly. 

When the fog creeps in 

If roads are foggy, use your low 
beams or fog lights. Use windshield 

wipers and defrost to keep your wind¬ 
shield clear. Slow down, but don’t stop 
when entering heavy fog. Watch for 
slower vehicles ahead and listen for 

traffic you may not be able to see. On 
a foggy night in the countryside, it can 

be pretty spooky with no radio on, but 

leave it off to listen for other cars. The 

rate of accidents almost triples at night 

or in heavy fog on rural roads. 

Follow these precautions and 

you’ll be able to enjoy the countryside 

incident-free for years to come. 



MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(61S) 939-7171 
(600) 757-7433 

Keeping in touch with your cooperative 
Your cooperative has had a homepage for almost three years. In that time it has 

been expanded and updated. The homepage has a great deal of information 
about your cooperative, from rebate programs to employee information, and links 
to informative sites for all members of your family. The next time you are surfing 
the net, check out your cooperative’s homepage. Visit the homepage regularly to 
keep in touch with what is going on at your cooperative. 

We hope to see you soon at: 

© Monroe County Electric Co-Operative - Microsoft Internet Explorer 

Rle Ecft View Favorites Tools Help 

^ Back - xj g) U| Search Favorites ^ Media 4^ 

• gj http://www.mcec.org/ v gjj Go 

Touchstone Eneniv 

Monroe County Electric 
Co-operative (MCEC) 
cooperative owned and controlled by its member- 
consumers, .the people it serves.'When you get your 
electnoty from large investor-owned utilities, you're 
helping to provide a profit for the companies 
stockholders. An electric cooperative is a not-for- 

profit organization. Any leftover funds are returned 
to the members as capital credits. Monroe County is 
one of 26 consumer-owned electric cooperatives m 
Illinois and more than 900 across the nation. These 
cooperatives were organized by farmers and rural 
people in the 1930's and 1940's when electric 
companies couldn't or wouldn't bring service to 
many rural areas. Over the years, electric 
cooperatives have built lines to very sparsley-settled 

areas, struggled to develop reliable wholesale power 
supplies, and upgrade services and rebuild lines as 

the economy developed. During the past 60 years, 
cooperatives have done more than just bring 

electricity to the country...they've worked to 
improve the quality of life in rural areas. 

fit 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative - Office Hours - 8>:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 2003 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lun

tar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 op
en

 m
em

be
rsh

ip 



Safety is a priority in the electrical busi¬ 
ness. Your cooperative goes to great 

lengths to keep the employees and staff up to 
date on safety training and information. 

Recently, your cooperative employees 
received a refresher course on CPR training at 
the cooperative in the meeting room. 

Mary Zitek from the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), gave the training 
in two 1/2 day sessions. Mary is the Safety/ 
Education Services Coordinator for Illinois 
cooperatives. 

Mary covered various topics including 
aiding an unconscious person and helping 
someone who is choking, as well as CPR 
(Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation). Employees 
received training and were required to demon¬ 
strate the correct procedure for administering 
CPR with the use of an AED, which stands for 
Automated External Defibrillator. 

An AED is the device that can, in the right 
circumstances, revive a person’s heart that 
has stopped beating for one reason or an¬ 
other. It delivers an electrical shock that can 
jumpstart a person’s heart that has ceased 
beating. 

There is a very small 
window of time that the 
person has to work with 
before the victim reach¬ 
es the point when they 
cannot be revived. So it 
is crucial that people are 
trained to know how to 
use the AEDs in an emer¬ 
gency. 

The cooperative keeps 
an AED on site at the co¬ 
operative office if the need 
arises to use it. 

Clockwise starting at top; Mark Zitek from AIEC positioning pads 
for the AED; Shawn Segobiano, Engineering and Inventory Clerk, 
administering CPR with Bob Gross, Journeyman Lineman, and 
Zitek looking on; Arlin Stechmesser, Journeyman Lineman, prac¬ 
ticing the CPR procedure. 

DAY 
OFFICE CLOSING Monroe County Electric Co-Operative’s office will be closed 

Monday, September 1, in observance of Labor Day. 
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Cooperative employees get CPR training 



power to the people all across America exem¬ 
plifies our commitment to community,” says 
Nancy Nixon, Marketing Administrator at the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in 
Springfield. She adds, “By investing in our local 
students’ education, our co-ops ensure that their 
members, both households and businesses, 
can continue to count on them to provide them 
with more than just electricity.” 

Each complimentary Get Charged! kit, con¬ 
tains the following educational materials: 
■ Poster for classroom use 
■ Two Videos: 

Understanding: Electricity 
Touchstone Energy’s Our Story 

■ Interactive CD-ROM featuring electricity 
■ Lesson Plan: Get Power - The Cooperative Way 
■ 10-Student Activity Books 
■ Electricity Teachers Resource Guide 
■ Customizable letter to parents and schools 
explaining the educational program 

“Our co-ops’ involvement in Touchstone En¬ 
ergy Cooperatives’ partnership with Discovery 
Channel School allows them to participate with 
the many other electric co-ops committing edu¬ 
cational resources to the schools co-ops serve,” 
says Nixon. “And in a time when schools and 
teachers are struggling with reduced resources 
and aging materials, it’s refreshing to know that 
their students will have access to such fresh and 
exciting interactive materials they might not oth¬ 
erwise be able to afford without assistance from 
the co-ops.” 

For more information on the Gef Charged! 
program, contact Allan Masterson at 939-7171, 
800-757-7433 or e-mail at mcec@htc.net. 

Just in time 
for the new 

school year, the 
Illinois Touchstone 

Energy® Cooperatives 
are making it easier for 

area schools to teach about electricity and elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. Through a partnership between 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives and Discovery 
Channel School, the co-ops around the state are 
embarking on a campaign to ensure that middle 
and junior high school students in Illinois receive 
a quality education on electricity—its beginnings 
to its importance in today’s world. By streamlining 
the vast amounts of information on electricity and 
the important role cooperatives played in bring¬ 
ing this commodity to rural America, students are 
able to easily digest the lesson plans in this edu¬ 
cational campaign. 

Through this community outreach pro¬ 
gram—called Get Charged! Electricity and You 
—The Illinois Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 
are providing middle and junior high schools with 
a comprehensive kit of educational materials fo¬ 
cusing on electricity, a component of the National 
Academy of Science’s National Science Educa¬ 
tion Standards (NSES). While individual states 
differ in their implementation and assessment of 
standards, they often base science topics on the 
NSES. Developed by teachers, scientists, sci¬ 
ence educators, and other experts, the standards 
for grades K-12 describe what students should 
understand and be able to do in various science 
categories. 

“Providing our local schools with an effective 
educational resource on electricity and the vital 
efforts rural electric co-ops put forth in bringing 
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Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128 • Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday • 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 

How to protect your child from electrical accidents 
The tendency of small children to stick their 

fingers in places where they don’t be¬ 
long can sometimes create a problem for 
mom or dad. But the result can be much 
more serious - in the form of a painful 
experience, or even a fatality - when 
children poke around electrical outlets. 

To prevent your child from receiving 
an electrical shock, the Leviton Institute sug¬ 
gests that you cover exposed electrical outlets 
with protective devices. There are many types to choose 
from, including outlet caps that completely close off un¬ 
used outlets, tamper-resistant outlets, and tamper-resis¬ 
tant wallplates and adaptors. The latter allows you to use 
an outlet, while preventing a child from poking fingers, 
pencils or other objects inside of it. 

“You can’t be too careful when protecting small 
children from potentially harmful electrical devices and 
appliances,” suggests Dave Mastrone, a spokesperson 
for the Leviton Institute. “Small children are naturally 
curious, and they simply don’t understand the power of 
electricity.” 

A favorite target of babies and toddlers are power 
cords, which they are apt to place in their mouth and 
chew. Consequently, parents should replace a worn or 
frayed electrical cord with one having an appropriate 
length. An even better idea is to keep young children 
away from cords altogether, since a child can actually 

choke on as little as 12 inches of cord. 
Children also love to tug on loose 

electrical cords. As a result, they can 
knock over a lamp, appliance or tele¬ 
phone, and injure themselves in the 
process. To prevent these types of ac¬ 
cidents, the Leviton Institute suggests 

that all cords be placed out of the reach 
of small hands and that cord shorteners not 

be used to eliminate any loose wires. 
Here are additional safety tips to help protect your 

child from injury: 
■ Make sure there’s a light bulb in every lamp socket. 
■ When portable fans, clothes irons, space heaters 

and the like are not in use, be sure to unplug them 
and put them away. 

■ If your fuse boxes are within reach of a small child, 
padlock them shut, and place the key in a safe place 
accessible only to adults. 

■ Use extension cords only for temporary power, not 
as substitutes for well-placed receptacles. 

■ Use night lights to illuminate darkened areas of your 
home. 

■ Use a switch extender wallplate which helps young¬ 
sters reach wall switches to turn lights on and off. 
As the saying goes, an ounce of prevention is worth 

a pound of cure. That’s especially true when it comes to 
home electricity. 

Source: The Leviton Institute. 
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t may still be warm out, but winter’s icy winds and driving snow will soon 
be at your door. The price of natural gas is expected to soar this winter, 

and you need to be prepared. Call your local electric co-op today for ideas 
on energy efficiency. Plan ahead and keep Old Man Winter outside where 
he belongs. 
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Cooperative to install TWAC5 
Automated Meter Reading System 
Your cooperative has announced 

that it is making plans to install 
an Automated Meter Reading Sys¬ 
tem (AMR). An AMR system would 
eliminate the need for members to 
read their meter every month. At 
that time, the cooperative expects to 
spend a year converting over 6,000 
meters to the new system. The deci¬ 
sion was made to utilize the TWACS 
system, which stands for Two Wav 
Automatic Communication System. 

The TWACS system is a mul¬ 
tifunctional power communications 
system with full two-way access 
to and from the meter. Not only 
will TWACS read meters but it will 
also conduct load monitoring of the 
distribution system. Instantaneous 
monitoring of line load and volt¬ 
age on the distribution system can 
help in determining where load and 
voltage adjustments might be nec¬ 
essary. In an outage situation, the 

TWACS system can assist 
with outage manage¬ 
ment and restoration; 
it has the ability to im¬ 
mediately identify which 
phases and feeders are 
energized and those that 
are not. There may come a 
day when our linemen will have 
computers in their trucks, which will 
allow them to receive information 
directly from the TWACS system. 
The TWACS system is different from 
some other AMR systems in that 
it does not use a telephone line to 
transmit data. Instead it uses the 
power lines for data transmission. 

The cooperative is constantly 
striving to improve performance and 
reliability. Utilization of the TWACS 
system will aid the cooperative in 
achieving that goal. Furthermore, 
once the TWACS system is installed, 
members will not need to read their 

meters anymore as the co¬ 
operative will be able to 

acquire meter readings 
without ever stepping on 
a members’ property. 
Those that have multiple 

accounts will most likely 
appreciate the fact that they 

will not need to read all of those 
meters anymore. They will like the 
idea that they merely receive a billing 
statement in the mail. 

After receiving the first ship¬ 
ment, late summer/early fall, we 
would start changing out meters. 
The first areas for the change-outs 
have not been determined at this 
time. Postcards will be mailed prior 
to the change-outs. 

If you have any questions or 
comments about the TWACS sys¬ 
tem, contact the cooperative. 
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Even though we may have a few more relatively warm 
fall days ahead of us, now is the best time to start 

planning for the cold winds of November and the subse¬ 
quent southern Illinois winter weather. Since many of us 
haven’t used our furnaces since, oh, perhaps last April, 
this may be the best place to start. 

■ HEATING SYSTEMS AND HUMIDIFIERS 
If you have a humidifier attached to your furnace, 

it should be cleaned and chlorinated. Replace filters, 
making sure the water is turned on and the drain is clear. 
Make sure the humidifier is not leaking into the furnace. 

Check all furnace filters to make sure they are 
clean. If not, either clean them or replace them. In some 
systems, filters should be replaced on a monthly basis 
during the regular heating period. Check your owner’s 
manual for recommended replacement time and other 
maintenance requirements. 

If you have a wood-burning stove, check all duc¬ 
twork for possible leaks. Do not vent a wood-burning 
stove or fireplace in the same flue as a gas, oil burner or 
space heater. Check fireplace chimney for obstructions 
or creosote buildup and clean it at least once a year. 
Leave the damper slightly open at all times if you have a 
gas log or gas starter. 

■ PLUMBING AND WATER HEATERS 
Locate your main water shut-off valves and know 

how to use them. 
Turn off any water lines going to outside faucets and 

drain the pipes to prevent winter freeze up. 
Insulate water lines in your basement or outer walls ex¬ 
posed to cold drafts; however, do not use heat tapes in 
hard-to-reach areas. 

Install a temperature pressure relief valve and metal 
overflow line on your electric water heater. Consider 
insulating your water heater to prevent unwanted heat 
loss. 

■ SNOW BIRDS 
If you plan on taking an extended vacation over a pe¬ 

riod of months, consider draining your entire water system 
and shutting the water off to your home until you return. 

Unplug any large appliances not in use: range, washer, 
dryer, refrigerator (if empty and defrosted, leave door ajar), 
television, etc. 

Set your thermostat at a minimum of 45 degrees to 
prevent freeze up. 

Ask a friend or neighbor to periodically check your 
home in case of some unforeseen emergency. 

By reviewing your winterization needs now, you’ll be 
ready later — as Old Man Winter is knocking on your door. 

co 

Incentive rates begin with October electric usage 
Members using electric heat or 

a geothermal heating system 
in their home, will find that their bills 
for the next several months will be 
calculated in a different manner. Be¬ 
ginning with the December 1st bill, 
reflecting usage in October, the all¬ 
electric heat rate 16 goes into effect 
and continues through the July 1 st 

bill, which reflects May’s usage. 
As a reminder for those mem¬ 

bers with all-electric homes on rate 
16, kilowatt-hours used over 1,200 
during the above period will be billed 
at 5 cents per kilowatt-hour. For 
members on our old sub-metered 
rate 14, the kilowatt-hours used on 

their sub-meter, during this same 
period, are billed at 5 cents per kilo¬ 
watt-hour. 

If you have an all-electric home 
and are not currently enrolled in an 
incentive rate, please contact the 
cooperative office to find out details 
and requirements. 
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Insulation: Fiberglass vs. Cellulose 

WET-SPRAY CELLULOSE INSULATION FILLS EACH WALL CAVITY COMPLETELY, REDUCING HEAT 

LOSS AND AIR MOVEMENT THROUGH THE WALL. 

Insulating your home is one of 
the best ways to reduce your 

heating bill and improve your com¬ 
fort. Fiberglass and blown cellulose 
are the most commonly used insula¬ 
tion fibers, but it’s important to know 
which is the best option for different 
applications. 
Fiberglass insulation is purchased 
as blankets or loose fill. Blankets (or 
batts) usually come in rolls, and are 
installed in walls, floors and attics. 
They often have a paper or foil face 
that helps slow moisture movement. 

Installation is critical 
If you install fiberglass blankets 

in your wall cavities, pay close at¬ 
tention when cutting them to size. 
Cut them carefully around electrical 

in attics and wall cavities. Its low 
density puts less pressure on the 
ceiling or underbelly, reducing the 
potential for damage to the struc¬ 
ture. Fiberglass loose fill is usually 
installed by professional insulators. 
It’s easy to over-fluff this material, 
reducing its density and encouraging 
heat-robbing air currents. Be sure 
your insulator installs it at the manu¬ 
facturer’s recommended density. 

Cellulose insulation is pur¬ 
chased as a loose-fill material, and 
is always installed with an insulation 
blower. It’s made from recycled 
paper that is treated with a flame 
retardant and rodent deterrent. It can 
be purchased at lumber yards and 
the blower can be rented so you can 
install it yourself. Densely packed 
cellulose creates a better air seal 
than fiberglass because its small 
fibers pack into corners and crev¬ 
ices. Because of this, cellulose is 
frequently used in older homes. Cel¬ 
lulose is also slightly cheaper than 
fiberglass. 

Newer method 
A relatively newer way to install 

cellulose in walls is called “wet-spray 
cellulose.” It’s installed while the wall 
is being constructed, before the dry- 
wall is hung. A professional installer 
blows loose cellulose into the wall 
cavity, with a mist of water added at 
the blower nozzle. This small amount 
of water makes the cellulose stick to 
the wall surfaces and itself, resulting 
in a densely packed cavity with no 
voids or room for air circulation in the 
wall. 

Wet-spray cellulose is more 
expensive to install than fiberglass 
batts, but it assures an excellent insu¬ 
lation envelope around your house 
that prevents drafts and improves 
comfort levels. Cellulose is also an 
excellent sound absorber, so it makes 
a home quieter inside. 

If you have questions about 
which insulation is right for you, con¬ 
sult a professional insulator or give 
our office a call. And enjoy a more 
comfortable home in all seasons. 

boxes and wires. A sloppy fit can 
negate much of the insulating value 
of fiberglass blankets. This is a 
problem that we see too often, even 
in homes being built today. 

Fiberglass loose fill is installed 
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Across the 

Alan W. Wattles 

Member meetings scheduled Aset of local member meetings has been scheduled for two 
locations in the cooperative service territory during Novem¬ 

ber. These meetings will give you an opportunity to learn about 
your cooperative, visit with cooperative personnel, friends and 
neighbors. 

At the area meetings we will bring you up to date on coop¬ 
erative activities and operations. We will set aside a few minutes 
to answer questions you may have concerning your cooperative. 

Each member or family member attending these meetings 
will receive a year 2004 Saturday Evening Post Appointment 
Calendar. Ten $10 credits on electric bills will be awarded as at¬ 
tendance prizes in a drawing at the conclusion of each meeting. 
We will also draw for steak knives and forks. Refreshments and 
a fellowship period will close the event. 

A post card will be mailed to each member announcing the 
meeting locations. We hope that you can attend one of the two 
meetings listed below: 

2003 area meetings - dates and locations 
(All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.) 

Wednesday, November 5 Meeker Community Center 

Thursday, November 6 Millstadt VFW 

Monroe County Electric Co-Opera¬ 
tive’s office will be closed Tues¬ 

day, Nov. 11 in observance of Veteran’s 
Day; and Thursday and Friday, Nov 27 
and 28, in observance of Thanksgiving. 

MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(616) 939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy’ Partner 

(300) 757-7433 

Verizon Wireless Day 
set for Nov. 7th 
A Verizon Wireless representative will be at your 

cooperative office on Friday, November 7th 
from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. The representa¬ 
tive will be here to answer your questions and 
will have several models of phones on hand that 
the members can look at. If you’re not able to be 
here at that time and would like to talk to the rep¬ 
resentative, you can call our office either before 
or during those hours and the representative will 
call you back. Through Verizon Wireless, your 
cooperative is able to offer several very competi¬ 
tive rate plans for cell phones to the membership. 

co: 

— 

he power of 

human connections 

is a powerful thing. 

We give thanks to you our 

co-op members, our family. 

Touchstone Energy ' 
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Alan W. Wattles, PresidentyCEO of 
Monroe County Electric Coop¬ 

erative, has announced that for the 
nineth consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award four 
$1,000 academic scholarships to 
high school seniors. The four schol¬ 
arships are being awarded through 
the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of Il¬ 
linois are eligible to participate in the 
program. Three of the four scholar¬ 
ships will be awarded to the child 
of an electric cooperative member. 
The other $1,000 award will go to 

the child of an electric cooperative 
director or employee. Deadline for 
applications to be returned to the 
cooperative is Jan. 1,2004. 

“The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to assist electric cooper¬ 
ative youth while honoring past rural 
electric leaders through memorial 
gifts,” said Wattles. 

“MCEC and the other Illinois 
electric cooperatives want to make a 
difference in their communities. One 
of the best ways we can do that is 
by lending a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 

volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay 
that demonstrates their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
program was established in 1994 by 
the board of directors of the Associ¬ 
ation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
Individuals wanting to apply for the 
scholarship should contact their 
high school guidance counselor. For 
further information on the IEC Me¬ 
morial Scholarship Program, contact 
Monroe County Electric at (618) 
939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 and 
ask for Allan Masterson, or ask your 
high school guidance counselor. 

Funds available for utility bills 
he Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

is scheduling appointments for the 
elderly (age 60 and over), persons 
with disabilities, or persons who are 
disconnected from utility service due 
to inability to pay, during the months 
of September and October. The gen¬ 
eral public may apply beginning in 
November. 

The program is designed to 
provide income-eligible households 
with a one-time grant to help meet 
winter energy costs. Eligibility for 
the program is based upon the total 
gross income for the household for 
the previous 30 days. For example, 

a one-person household can have 
an income of no more than $1,123; 
household of two can have no more 
than $1,515; three persons $1,908, 
and four persons $2,300 etc. 

The Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity desig¬ 
nated Western Egyptian Economic 
Opportunity Council whose central 
office is located in Steelville, as the 
agency to administer the LIHEAP in 
Jackson, Monroe, Perry and Ran¬ 
dolph Counties. 

On September 2, 2003, the 
agency began taking applications. 
To make an appointment, request a 
home visit, or for more information 

contact the outreach office in the 
county you reside: Monroe 939- 
8715, Randolph 826-3141 (Chester) 
or 443-5231 (Sparta), and St. Clair 
277-6790 or 257-9246 at ext. 3342. 
A home visit will be made when no 
other arrangements can be made. 

When applying for assistance, 
documented proof of the following 
will be needed: gross income for all 
household members for the previous 
30 days, current copies of heating 
and electric bills, and proof of Social 
Security numbers for all members of 
the household. Applications will not 
be processed until all needed infor¬ 
mation is provided to the agency. 

Reminder: Credit card billing available! 
Ask us about our easy way to pay your electric bilk Last year, your electric cooperative started a new credit card billing plan that accepts two major 

credit cards; Mastercard and Visa. Credit cards can be brought by the office for bill process¬ 
ing or can be called in over the phone. Meter readings are still required at the time of payment. 
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Students Get Charged! 
About Electricity This fall, middle school students living in the service terri¬ 

tory of Monroe County Electric Cooperative will have the 
chance to get energized about the world of electricity. 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative has delivered about 
20 - “Get Charged!” learning kits to area grade schools. This 
is a new educational initiative sponsored by Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives, in partnership with Discovery Channel 
School, a provider of educational materials. 

The Get Charged! Program is designed to answer basic 
questions about electricity - where it comes from, how it 
works and how to use it safely. The goal is to give the stu¬ 
dents a real world understanding of electric power and the 
important roles of cooperatives in delivering that power. 

The kits provide educational tools, including videos, CD- 
ROMS , a Teacher’s Resource Guide, student activity books 
and other collateral materials - at no charge - to augment the 
existing curriculum. 

Allan Masterson, Director of Member Services for 
Monroe County Electric, (right), presents a Get 
Charged! kit to Chris Haberl, (left), eighth grade and 
science teacher at SS Peter & Paul grade school in 
Waterloo. 

Your window air conditioner may still be cooling 
your home this winter 
When you turned off your win¬ 

dow air conditioner this fall, it 
may not have stopped cooling your 
home. If it doesn’t fit properly, it’s 
allowing cold air to sneak in around 
the sides, top and bottom. So, the 
colder it gets outside, the more cool 
air you get inside. That puts an extra 

strain on your heating 
system and costs you 
more in energy expens¬ 
es. An easy way to find 
out if your air condi¬ 
tioner is still cooling 
your home is to simply 
pass your hand across 

the area surrounding it 
on a cold, windy day. If 
you feel a draft, head for 
your local hardware store. 
They’ll give you an easy, 
inexpensive way to stop 
the cold air. 

How much electricity does an electric motor use? 
A question we are asked almost on 

a weekly basis, especially during 
grain drying time, is how much elec¬ 
tricity are my electric motors using? 

The amount of electricity any 
electric motor will use is determined 
by the size of the motor in horse¬ 
power (hp). Generally, we figure 1 
kilowatt-hour (kwh) of electric con¬ 
sumption per hour for every hp of 
the motor. A 10 hp motor would use 
10 kwhs of electricity for every hour 
it was running. 

Horsepower is measured as a 
unit of mechanical power equal to 
746 watts of electric power. 

Under ideal conditions a 1 hp 
motor would use 746 watts of elec¬ 
tric energy for every hour it was 
running. However, no motor is 100 

percent efficient; therefore, 
when estimating the operat¬ 
ing cost of a motor (of 1 hp 
or larger) it is good practice 
to estimate 1,000 watts of 
power consumption for each 
hp output. For fractional hp 
motors, it is good practice to 
estimate 1200 watts of power 
consumption for each hp 
output. For example, a 1/4 hp 
motor operating for 2 hours 
at 300 watts per hour would 
use about 600 watt hours or 
0.6 kwhs; and a 2 hp mo¬ 
tor operating for 2 hours at 
2,000 watts per hour would 
use about 4,000 watts or 4 
kwhs. 
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Living habits affect your electric bill 
Some people like to compare their electric bill to their 

neighbor’s to see if the amount due could possibly 
be right. This makes good conversation, but doesn’t 
explain any differences. 

Even if you live in the 
same apartment building, 
duplex or mobile home park, 
there is no way to compare 
your bill with your neigh¬ 
bor’s bill. 

Your meter is just like 
your neighbor’s meter in 
only one aspect: it accurately 
measures and records kilowatt hours used. 

Your family’s living habits vary greatly from those of 
your neighbor. And those habits, along with some other 
factors, affect your electric usage every month. 

Before you compare your bill, answer these ques¬ 
tions about your family’s habits: 

o How often do 
you open your 
refrigerator? If 
you have a large 

family or entertain 
many guests, this 

number could be high. Each 
time the door is opened, cold 
air rushes out and the unit must create more cold 
air to replace it. HELPFUL HINT: Clean the coils 
behind and under your refrigerator to improve 
its efficiency and don’t block air flow around the 
refrigerator. 

© How many loads of 
laundry do you do? 
Do you use a dryer 

or clothesline? The 
typical clothes dryer, 

used to dry 20 loads, costs 
about $9 per week. HELPFUL HINT: Save 
money by washing clothes in warm water instead 
of hot, and line dry whenever possible. Keep the 
lint trap and vent on your dryer clean to increase 
air flow. 

©Is your home well insulated? By install¬ 
ing weather-stripping and caulking 
around doors and windows to prevent 

air flow, you will save a substantial 
amount on heating and cooling. HELPFUL 

HINT: If you have a garage, make sure the wall 
between the garage and the rest of your house is 
insulated as if it were an exterior wall. ©Do you have a window air conditioner 

or central air? Do you turn it off when 
you are away from home or in 

the evening? An air 
conditioner works at 

least 50 percent of the time to 
lower the humidity in the air it is 
trying to cool. So if you open the 
windows at night, the air condi¬ 
tioner will have to work twice as 
hard in the morning to get rid of the humidity 
that has accumulated. HELPFUL HINT: Instead of 
turning it off when you leave in the morning, set 
the temperature higher (above 80 degrees.) When 
you have the heating system on, set the thermo¬ 
stat at 68 degrees or lower when you leave for 
the day. 

Do you use the electric range to “take the 
chill off the kitchen?” This is a costly 
way to heat your home. HELPFUL HINT: 

Most electric space heaters use less 
electricity than your range. ©Does your home have a fireplace or slid¬ 

ing glass doors? If so, your home will 
use more energy. Slow air flow through 

these items to prevent heat loss. HELP¬ 
FUL HINTS: Make sure your fireplace 

has a damper that operates properly to prevent 
air exchange when the fireplace is not in use. 

These are only a few of the elements that factor in 
to your electric bill every month. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday • 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(61S) 939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

(<300) 757-7433 

from the directors and employees 
of Monroe County Electric 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Walter Amann Larry Kraft 
Terry Grommet Richard Liefer 
Larry Haas Ross Mueller 
Joel Harres George Obernagel 
Manlee Knobloch 

EMPLOYEES 
Alan Wattles, 

President/CEO 
Debra Bergman 
Ronald Birkner 
Stephen Candler 
Chris Deterding 
Steven Drennan 
Randy Ellner 
Gary Gilbert 
Robert Gross 
Mary Hirsch 
Patsy Hoffmann 

Matthew Kish 
Maurice Kleyer 
Allan Masterson 
Cindy Myrick 
Ronald Rusteberg 
Ronald Schultheis 
Linda Schmidt 
Judith Scowden 
Shawn Segobiano 
Arlin Stechmesser 
David Stephens 
Alisa Wood 

In observance of the holidays 
office will be closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. 
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Holiday safety 
The holidays are a time for celebration, and that means 

more cooking, lots of parties and an increased risk 
of fire. In recent years, approximately 620 fires per year 
have been started by ignition of Christmas trees in the 
United States. The following tips can help keep your 
family safe during the holidays. 

HOLIDAY LIGHTING 

• Take care when burning candles. Be sure they are 
kept away from decorations or other combustible 

materials. 
• Don’t leave children unattended in 
a room with lit candles, and always 

keep candles, as well as matches and 
lighters up high, out of the reach of 

children. 
• Don’t display lighted candles 
in windows or near exits in case 
you need these to escape. 
• Never use candles to 
decorate a Christmas tree! 
When decorating with lights be 
sure to purchase only those 
labeled by a testing laboratory. 
• Check for frayed or damaged 
cords and replace them. 
• For outside decorations, use 

only those lights labeled for outdoor use. 
• Don’t overload electrical outlets, and always unplug 

all lights before leaving home or going to sleep. 

KITCHEN SAFETY 

• Wear tight-fitting clothes when cooking; loose 
clothing can be ignited by hot burners. 

• Never leave the kitchen when something is cooking 
on the stove and always turn pot handles in. 

• Don’t store items on the stove top - they could catch 
fire. 

• Keep kitchen appliances 
clean and in good condition, 
and turn them off after use. 
• Don’t overload electrical 
outlets, and don’t use 
appliances with frayed or 
cracked wires. 
• Don’t use electrical 

appliances in or near water. 

OTHER SAFETY TIPS 

• Choose a fresh Christmas tree. Cut at least 1/2 
inch from the end of the tree for maximum water 
absorption. 

• Put tree in a stand that will hold a minimum of one 
gallon of water and that is designed not to tip over. 

• Place the tree well away from heat sources 
and exits, and 
water it daily. 

• If you purchase an artificial tree, be sure 
it is labeled as fire-retardant. 

• All decorative trim for your Christmas 
tree should be made 
of flame resistant material or be 
treated with a flame retardant 
product. 

• If you plan to hang stockings 
on your fireplace, don’t burn 
fires in it. 

• Choose holiday gifts 
wisely, passing up 
those that could be 
highly flammable. 

According to the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), approximately one tenth of one 
percent (0.10%) of residential fires involve a Christmas 
tree. Of all the real Christmas trees enjoyed during the 
holiday season, fewer than one-one thousandth of a 
percent (0.001%) are involved in a residential fire! 

Christmas trees are not as likely to be the first 
item ignited in residential fires as many other common 
household items: 
Newspapers and magazines.... .... 13 times more likely 
Boxes or bags  .... 10 times more likely 
Curtains or drapes   9 times more likely 
Linens   8 times more likely 
Cleaning supplies   3 times more likely 
Clothing on a person   2 times more likely 
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New Accountant hired 
Alisa Wood, 29, of rural Waterloo, 

has been hired as an accountant 
for the cooperative as of October 
1, 2003. Alisa’s responsibilities in¬ 
clude payroll, material, work orders 
and other general accounting duties. 
Alisa is married to Mark Wood, and 
they have one daughter, Regan, who 
is five and attends kindergarten at 
Zahnow grade school in Waterloo. 

Alisa and her family have lived 
at their current residence on Flo- 
raville Road for the last two years 
but have been in the area for about 
four years. She was raised in Birch 
Tree, Missouri. 

Alisa graduated from Mountain 
View-Birch Tree High School and 
after attending college at the Uni¬ 
versity of Missouri at Rolla and the 
University of Missouri at Columbia, 
she finished her degree in Business 

Administration/Accounting at Colum¬ 
bia College in Columbia, Missouri. 

Her employer prior to coming 
to the cooperative was IntelliMark in 
Creve Coeur, MO. She worked there 
as an accountant for the past three 
years. 

Alisa’s husband, Mark, is the 
Manager of Computer Services at 
CityMac/CityPhoto in St. Louis, MO. 

She enjoys spending time with 
her family and her hobbies include 
photography, scrapbooking and 
reading. 

“I look forward to my new 
position at the cooperative,” Alisa 
says. “We love the area and I’m very 
happy to have the opportunity to join 
the cooperative workforce.” 
“We welcome Alisa to the coopera¬ 
tive,” says Alan Wattles, President/ 
CEO of the cooperative. “Her ac¬ 

counting experience and background 
will be a real asset in her training to 
take over Judy’s position when the 
time comes for Patsy Hoffmann, Of¬ 
fice Manager, to retire next year.” 

• A star filled Christmas Eve will guarantee good crops next summer. 
• Snow on Christmas Eve means a green Easter. 
• Burn old shoes on Christmas Day and prevent misfortune in the coming 

year. 
• The gates of Heaven are open on Christmas Eve; if you die, then you’ll 

go straight to Heaven. 
• For a year of good health, eat an apple on Christmas Eve. 
• Don’t refuse a mincemeat pie on Christmas Eve or you’ll have bad luck 

on Christmas Day. 
• It is hugely unlucky to send carolers away empty-handed. 
• It is considered unlucky to toil at tasks other than those that must be 

done (such as feed livestock) on Christmas Day. 
• If Christmas pudding is on the menu, then all present must take part in 

stirring it if the household is to prosper. Traditionally, one has to stir the mixture at least three times, seeing 
the bottom of the pot each time. Unmarried girls who forget to give the pudding its requisite stirs might as 
well forget about finding a husband in the upcoming year. 

• Eat plum pudding on Christmas and avoid losing a friend before next Christmas. 
• A blowing wind on Christmas Day brings good luck. 
• Wearing new shoes on Christmas Day will bring bad luck. 

QliMnEB Kffito 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday • 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • (800) 757-7433 
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Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
Through 

them Services, nc 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 

Utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
No term agreements - Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 

Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 12 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc., in conjunction with Southern Services, LLC, is offering long 
distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long distance service is 
one of the lowest-cost long distance serv ices available. You can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for 
a low 4.9 cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per 
minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the 
same 24 hours a day-7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, P.O. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

Name 

DETACH HERE 

 Social Security Number 

Street City State Zip 

Telephone Numbers ( ) (. ) 

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested 
*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, Southern Services, LLC, to transfer my long 
distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service 
requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the 
local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 

Date 
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