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Attention high school seniors 
Apply for Eastern mini’s ‘Youth to Washington” $i,ooo schoiarshi 

Two high school seniors will 

receive a $1,000 scholarship and 

a weeklong, expense paid trip to 

Washington, D.C. in June 2003. 

In addition to receiving $1,000 

scholarships, the two students will 

attend Illinois rural “Youth Day” in 

Springfield on April 9 to see state 

government in action. About 200 

young people participate in this an¬ 

nual event. 

Moreover, the scholarship win¬ 

ners will join more than 90 students 

from Illinois electric and telephone 

cooperatives in Springfield on June 

13, where they will board tour buses, 

travel to Washington and return June 

20. They will tour the nation’s capital 

with more than 1,000 students rep¬ 

resenting cooperatives from across 

the nation. During the week in 

the nation’s capital, these students 

get an up-close, first-hand look at 

democracy in action. 

Students learn how- 

government works 

and why it’s impor¬ 

tant for every citizen 

to get involved in 

government. 

To apply, 

contact 

Jeannie Kings 

ton at (800) 

824-5102, 

extension 

131. 

Official rules 
Applicants must be high school seniors whose parents are members of Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative. 

Immediate family members of employees and directors of Eastern Mini are not eligible. 

Scholarships may be used for educational costs for an undergraduate course of study at an accredited two- 

year or four-year college or university, including vocational/technical schools. 

Scholarship winners will be expected to be “full time” students (at least 12 hours). Winners must submit 

evidence that they are enrolled as full time students before receiving the $1,000 disbursements. 

Scholarships must be used within 12 months of high school graduation, are for one year and are not 

renewable. 

Scholarships will be awarded based on grade point average, college entrance test scores, work and volunteer 

experience, participation in school and community activities, biographical statement and knowledge of 

electric cooperatives as demonstrated by a short essay. 

Deadline for receipt of completed applications and submissions is February 28, 2003. 

The “Youth to Washington” Scholarship Committee will select the winners. 

Scholarship winners will be notified by April 1, 2003. 
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Protect your home and property with a 

When the quiet of night rolls 
around, you’ll have peace of mind 
with a security light from your elec¬ 
tric cooperative. 

Nothing discourages a would-be 
burglar or trespasser like a brilliant 
security light. Today’s security lights 
are brighter and more efficient than 
ever. And since the security light 
turns itself on at dusk and off at 
dawn, it never wastes electricity. 

Today, a security light is a ne¬ 
cessity for every home and farm 
— providing you with safe, secure 
protection for your family and pos¬ 
sessions. 

So, put a little light in your night 
— call Eastern Illini today for all 
the details. Outdoor security light¬ 
ing will protect your property for just 
a few cents a day. 

Your cooperative offers the f< 
lowing security lighting at a reason¬ 
able cost: 
• 100-watt high pressure sodium 

light - $6.30 per month 
• 175-watt mercury vapor light 

- $7.35 per month 
• 400-watt mercury vapor light 

- $12.00 per month 
• 250-watt high pressure direc¬ 

tional lighting - $11.00 per 
month 

• 400-watt high pressure direc¬ 
tional lighting - $14.00 per 
month 
You will receive the first two 

months free for any new security 
light rental! 

Eastern Illini makes long term care 
insurance 

Did you know your chance of needing long term care is 1 in 2? 1 Are you 
thinking about the long term care needs of you and your family? 

• Protect your assets - This year nine million Americans will need long 
term care services at an average cost of nearly $55,750 per year.2 Do the 
assets you have set aside for your retirement include a provision for long 
term care? 

• Preserve your lifestyle - Long term care insurance can help you enjoy 
your retirement, protect your standard of living and preserve your plans 
for retirement. 

EIEC is proud to introduce a special offer 
• No physical examination • Up to 50% discount for spouse 
• Fully portable coverage • Co-op member discount 15% to age 64; 10% discount at age 

65 and older. 

For more information, call (888) 225-7929 
1 Health Insurance Association of America, 1995 
2 Long Term Care National Advisory Council, 2000 

Coverage provided by Policy Series MM-200-P underwritten by Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, MA. Benefits may vary by state. 
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Jay Hageman receives Credentialed 
Cooperative Director Certificate 

Chairman of the board Bradley J. Ludwig 
of Fithian (left) presents Director Jay Hage- 
man of Fairmount (right) with the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) Credentialed Cooperative Direc¬ 
tor (CCD) Certificate. Hageman completed 
the required five courses of the CCD cur¬ 
riculum during NRECA’s summer school. 
The curriculum reflects NRECA’s commit¬ 
ment to directors, ensuring that they have 
an opportunity to develop the competencies 
that will equip them to be successful in the 
new competitive environment. 

Nominating Petitions 
for the March 15,2003, director election 

must be filed by January 29,2003 
Directors in Directorate Districts 

5, 7, 9 and the Northern At Large 
District will be elected at the March 
15, 2003, annual meeting. 

Nominating petitions can be 
picked up at Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, 330 W. Ottawa, Pax¬ 
ton. Each member who desires to be 

elected to the board of directors must 
have their petition signed by not less 
than twenty-five (25) members of 
the cooperative. Petitions must be 
filed at the cooperative’s headquar¬ 
ters in Paxton no later than 5:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, January 29, 2003. 

The Credentials Committee will 
meet at the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters on January 30 to review 
the qualifications of all candidates 
who file nominating petitions to 
determine their eligibility to serve 
as directors of the cooperative. 

Tired of High Energy Bills? 
Learn how to reduce your costs. 

Attend the “Energy Independence Seminar” 
Thursday, January 16th • 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

“ESP” Model Home 
Roger Huddleston Homes 

Prairieview Road, Mahomet 

er Huddleston Homes just north of the different ways homeowners can 
the first exit east of Mahomet on become more energy efficient with 
1-74. The seminar is free and open their home energy use. 
to the general public. It will cover 

Eastern Illini will be conducting 
an “Energy Independence Seminar” 
on Thursday, January 16th at the 
“ESP” Model home located at Rog- 

The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. 
Make sure you check out Convenient Payment Options, What to do when your power 

goes off or Visit the ESP Model Home. 

JANUARY 2003 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open m
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bership • Voluntary and open membership 

Eastern Mini linemen attend training programs 
Apprentice Linemen Ken Mutchmore and 

Scott McTaggart were instructed on their line¬ 
man skills during an electrical lineman first 
year distribution school and a rubber gloving 
school October 14-18 at Lincoln Land Com¬ 
munity College in Springfield. 

Apprentice Lineman Sean Miller attended 
an advanced distribution school held October 
21-25 at Lincoln Land Community College. 
Foreman Joe Fleyen served as an instructor 
for the school. 

The schools, which were hosted by the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
were part of a training program that demon¬ 
strated electric pole climbing, electrical theory 
and safety techniques. 

Mutchmore (left) and McTaggert (center) are ^ 
pictured with instructor Mike Clark, a construction ^ 
foreman for EnerStar Power Corp. in Paris. 

Miller (center) is pictured with instructors w 
Joe Heyen (left), also of Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative and Chuck West (right), construction 
foreman for Corn Belt Energy, Bloomington. 
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Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through competi¬ 
tively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Han to Participate! 
Eastern mini Electric Cooperative's Annual Meeting 

Saturday, March 15,2003 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 

Paxton, Illinois 

Registration begins at 10 a.m. and closes at 1 p.m. 
The meeting will be called to order at 1 p.m. 

Register for the drawing 
25 $ 10O cash awards 

will be given away 

Pick up your Eastern lllini “stainless 
steel paring knife” 
Take advantage of health screening 
services 
Enjoy a lunch of chicken, beef, ham, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, green 
beans, corn, coleslaw, noodles and 
cobbler 
Elect four directors 
Listen to “Higher Ground” 

Watch for the annual report in the March Illinois Country Living magazine 
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Experience “the most economical, energy 
efficient and environmentally safe way to heat and 

cool your home” as stated by the United States 
Department of Energy. Displays and home energy 

seminars will be conducted throughout the day 
(visit www.eiec.org for actual times). 

2003 Geothermal Open House 
& Home Show 

Thurs. - Sat., Feb. 20,21 & 22 
9 a.m. ■ 7 p.m. Thurs. & Fri. 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 

Roger Huddleston Homes 
Prairieview Road, Mahomet 

Sandwiches will be provided 

Energy tips and tidbits 
Every' little bit can help when it 

comes to saving energy7. Here are a 
few simple steps to help you do just 
that: 
• Turning off your computer when 

it won’t be used for several hours 
not only cuts energy use, but can 
lengthen the life of the computer. 
However, turning the computer on 
and off frequently during the day 
can do the opposite - wear it out 
faster. So be judicious in using your 
home computer, and when you buy 
a new one, be sure to get a model 
with a ‘sleep’ feature. This allows 
you to leave the computer on but 
greatly cuts the energy consump¬ 
tion when it’s not in use. 

• Think that little narrow space at 
the base of your exterior doors 
isn’t a big deal? Think again! A 
one-quarter inch gap at the bot¬ 
tom of a standard door allows as 
much heated or cooled interior 
air to escape as a three-inch-by 
three-inch hole in the wall! You 
certainly would act quickly to seal 
up a hole, so be just as quick to add 
weather-stripping and a threshold 
to that door! 

• It’s commonly believed that leav¬ 
ing the thermostat at the same 
setting, day and night, uses less 
energy than turning the thermo¬ 
stat back and then raising it again 
in the morning. The idea is that 

re-heating a cool house requires 
more energy than just keeping it 
at a constant temperature. 
It’s not a good idea to keep mov¬ 

ing the thermostat setting back and 
forth, but the fact is, less energy is 
needed to warm your house in the 
morning than to keep it at the same 
constant warm temperature all night. 
So if you don’t have a programmable 
thermostat, get in the habit of chang¬ 
ing the thermostat before bedtime 
and raising it again when you get up. 
If everyone in your family is out of 
the house during the day, reset the 
thermostat again when you leave for 
the day. 

Visit Eastern mini's Well site at www.eiec.org 
The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at 

www.eiec.org. 
While there, learn more about our New Electric Fireplaces, EC Home 

Improvement Program, and Security Light Rental Plan. " A Ai 
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Stop writing ch 
Use Eastern mini’s DIRECT PAY PLAN to pay your bill 

There is a simple, convenient way to pay your bill - and the payment will al¬ 
ways be on time. The Direct Pay Plan works by electronically debiting your bank 
account each month for the exact amount of your bill. Direct Pay is especially ll u,, 
convenient if you are away from home for an extended time. Payment is auto- 
matically withdrawn and transferred to Eastern Illini on the due date noted on 
your bill, approximately 15 days from the date your bill is mailed. You will continue to 
receive an Eastern Illini statement each month. Plus, your payment will appear on your monthly bank statement. 

You can specify your checking or savings account at any bank, savings and loan, or credit union that offers elec¬ 
tronic payment. Most financial institutions offer this service, but you may want to call yours to check. 
• Direct Pay is free and you may cancel the service at any time. 
• Direct Pay is another “powerful solution” for Eastern Illini members. 
• Eastern Illini also accepts VISA and MasterCard payments (includes bank debit cards). 
Sign up for this service today. Call (800) 824-5102 or (217) 379-2131 or visit our Web site at www.eiec.org for 

an enrollment form. 

Prevent electricity-related injuries! 
Protect your family from electricity-related injuries by checking for problems in your home’s electrical system. 

• Check outlets and extension cords to make sure they aren’t overloaded. 
• Examine electrical cords to make sure they aren’t frayed, damaged or placed under rugs or carpets. 
• Make sure that the proper wattage light bulbs are being used in light fixtures and lamps. 
• Consider installing ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCls). 
• One of the most important precautions you can take is to test your smoke detectors and to replace smoke detec¬ 

tor batteries annually. 
• Always follow appropriate safety precautions and manufacturer’s instructions. 

Eastern Illini makes long term m 
insurance available 

Did you know your chance of needing long term care is 1 in 2? 1 Are you 
thinking about the long term care needs of you and your family? 

• Protect your assets - This year nine million Americans will need long term 
care services at an average cost of nearly $55,750 per year.2 Do the assets you 
have set aside for your retirement include a provision for long term care? 

• Preserve your lifestyle - Long term care insurance can help you enjoy 
your retirement, protect your standard of living and preserve your plans for 
retirement. 

EIEC is proud to introduce a special offer 
• No physical examination • Up to 50% discount for spouse 
• Fully portable coverage • Co-op member discount 15% to age 64; 10% discount at age 

65 and older. 

For more information, can (888) 225-7929 
1 Health Insurance Association of America, 1995 
2 Long Term Care National Advisory Council, 2000 

Coverage provided by Policy Series MM-200-P underwritten by Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, MA. Benefits may vary by state. 

FEBRUARY 2003 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 
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Check out the advantages of a 
geothermal 

Most efficient system for heating, cooling & domestic hot water 
High comfort level 

Easy control 
Low maintenance 
Completely safe 

Superior humidity control 
No unsightly outdoor equipment 

Increased property value 
Environmentally friendly 

Proven track record 
Qualifies for ElEC’s residential electric heat rate 

You can heat and cool your 
home inexpensively, cleanly, 
efficiently and safely with the 
incredible geothermal system. It 
also provides domestic hot water 
and is good for the environment. 
Furthermore, there are no flames 
and no carbon monoxide. 

Warmth naturally stored 
within the soil is drawn into your 

home in the winter and the process 
is reversed to cool it in the summer. 
With a flick of a switch on the indoor 
thermostat, the system changes from 
a heating to a cooling mode. The sys¬ 
tem produces four times more energy 
than it uses and could save you 40 to 
70 percent or more on your monthly 
heating bills. 

By installing a geothermal system, 

you can take advantage of Eastern 
Illini’s 4-cent electric heat rate and 
control your future energy costs. 

To finance a geothermal system 
in a new or existing home, you can 
apply for a 7.5 percent Eastern II- 
lini loan. If you qualify, you can 
have the payments added to your 
monthly electric bill. 

Apply for a 7.5 percent Eastern mini loan 
The Eastern Ulini loan program 

will provide financing for an electric 
heating system, a standby generator 
or a service entrance upgrade. 

The Eastern Illini loan program 
interest rate is 7.5 percent per an¬ 
num. The interest rates for the East¬ 
ern Illini loan program will be subject 

5 cent interruptible rate. 
Moreover, you can improve the 

safety, reliability and value of your 
home. 

If you qualify, Eastern Illini will 
lend you money at the low rate of 
7.5 percent and add the payments 
to your monthly electric bills. 

to change at the first of each year and 
quarterly thereafter, and will reflect 
the cooperative’s costs. 

You can reduce your energy bills 
through the installation of more 
energy efficient equipment and take 
advantage of Eastern Illini’s competi¬ 
tive 4 cent electric heat rate or the 

Borrow up to the following amounts: 
$10,000 for a geothermal system 
$5,000 for an all-electric heat installation 
$3,000 for an add-on heat pump 
$10,000 for a standby generator* 
$600/$ 1,200 for a service entrance upgrade** 

* Account must be on interruptible single-phase or interruptible large power rate 
** Must accompany electric heat or water heater installation 

Contact Eastern Illini’s Marketing Department 
(800) 824-5102 

Eastern lliini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through competi¬ 
tively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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A supplement to Illinois Country Living, March 2003 

ELECTRIC NEWS 
www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative *31 (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

ILUNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

Eastern Mini Electri 
ICE * 
perative’s 

Saturday, March 15, 2003 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 

Paxton, Illinois 
Notice is hereby given that the 16th Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern Illini Electric Coop¬ 

erative will be held on Saturday, March 15, 2003, at 1:00 p.m., C.S.T., at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda 
High School Gymnasium, 700 West Orleans, Paxton, Illinois. Registration will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
and will close at 1:00 p.m. The meeting will be called to order at 1:00 p.m. and action will be taken 
on the following: 

1. The reports of officers, directors and President/CEO. 
2. The election of four directors (one each from Directorate Districts 5, 7, 9 and the 

Northern At Large District). In connection with the election of directors, the fol¬ 
lowing candidates have been nominated: Robert Bauer, Cissna Park, for Directorate 
District 5; Bradley]. Ludwig, Fithian, for Directorate District 7; Herbert L. Aden, 
Newman, for Directorate District 9; and Glenn R. Anderson, Kempton, for the 
Northern At Large District. 

3. To consider and act upon a bylaw amendment as recommended by the Board of 
Directors, a summary of which is furnished with this notice. 

4. To consider and transact all other business which may properly come before said 
meeting or any adjournment or adjournments thereof. 

Dated at Paxton, Illinois, this 26th day of February, 2003. 
Robert Bauer 

Secretary 

H n MISSION STATEMENT n 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraor¬ 
dinary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the 
quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Executive Report 2003 

Bradley J. Ludwig 
Chairman of the Board 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO 

The slowing economy has impacted all 

of us in the past year. For the most part, 
the utility business is somewhat isolated 
from economic changes. However, there 

are certainly trickle down effects that 

cause minor swings in our cooperative’s 
economic outlook. Interest rates, supply 

costs and our members’ ability to pay their 
bills are all certainly affected. Our owner¬ 
ship in Pegasus communication stock as 

the result of the sale of our DIRECTV 
territory has been greatly impacted by the 
downturn on Wall Street. The value of 
that stock has taken a tremendous hit. As 

you may recall from prior reports, we were 
unable to sell the stock for the first two 
years that we owned it because of the Se¬ 
curities and Exchange Commission’s rules 
on these types of transactions. We had a 
plan in place to sell a large portion of the 
stock whenever the time had lapsed on our 
trading restrictions. The timing was such 
that by the time we could do the trades, the 
value had plummeted below our targeted 
prices. We have readjusted our targets and 
have a new plan in place to sell the stock 
as the market rebounds, but it is anyone’s 
guess as to when that might occur. 

In the year 2000, we were required by 
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 
to recognize a tremendous non-operating 
gain when we received the stock. Conse¬ 
quently, in 2002, the same rule required us 
to write dowTi the value of the stock; so you 
will note a tremendous non-operating loss 
for the year. The ultimate value will only be 
known after a sale has been completed. 

Our cooperative is in very good shape 

overall with good solid 2002 operating 

results, and many members have been 
complimenting us on our service levels. 

Hie subsidiary businesses are provid¬ 
ing the services that they are designed to 

provide, and they are on target with then- 
financial growth. 

Customer choice has been a discussion 

point over the past few years. Now, all of 

the beginning dates have come and gone 
as far as opening the opportunity for all 
classes of customers to choose their en¬ 
ergy supplier. Residential customer choice 
began on May 1, 2002, and there are still 

no suppliers willing to offer energy to 
customers who want to change from their 

native utility. The lack of profit potential 
from residential customers is the main 
reason for this lack of alternative supplier 

participation. 
We have a strong 2003 budget that calls 

for stable rates. One major contributor is 
that through our membership in Soyland 
Power Cooperative/Continental Coop¬ 
erative Services, we have negotiated and 
implemented a new six year power supply 
contract that will keep our wholesale costs 
very stable over the life of the contract. 

The Board is proposing a bylaw 
amendment this year. This amendment 
will change the quorum requirement 
for member meetings from 200 to 100. 
We have had fewer members attending 
the annual meeting in recent years. The 
concern is, that if we are not able to get an 
official quorum for a meeting and the meet¬ 
ing would have to be postponed, it would 
cost the cooperative nearly double the cost 
of the annual meeting to reschedule it. 

As we do each year, we encourage you to 
come and participate in your cooperative’s 
annual meeting. This organization is here 

for you and we want your input. We hope 

to see you at the meeting. 

r 
Summary Of 

Proposed Bylaw 
Amendment 

The Board of Directors has approved an amend¬ 
ment to the Cooperative’s Bylaws and recommends 
its adoption by the membership. The proposed 
amendment is summarized as follows: 

Reduces the quorum requirement for member 
meetings from 200 members to 100 members. 

V 

your connection to now solutions 
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Robert Bauer, assna Park 

Robert Bauer was elected to the East¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative board of 
directors in 1983 and has been a director 
of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative since 
consolidation. Presently, Bauer is the Sec¬ 
retary of the cooperative. In 1995, Bauer 
received the Professional Directors Certi¬ 
fication from the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. He also received 
the NRECA Credentialed Certification 
in 1999. 

Bauer and his wife, the former San¬ 
dra Hofer of Cissna Park, were born and 
raised in the Cissna Park area. Bauer 
began his grain farming operation in 
1959. Sandra owns and operates Party7 & 
Wedding Rentals in Cissna Park. 

The Bauers have four children: Debo¬ 
rah Orsinger of Roanoke, Virginia, is a 
homemaker; Doug of Cissna Park is em¬ 
ployed at the University of Illinois; Eric 
is at home; and Dan lives in Cissna Park 
and farms with his father. Bob and Sandra 
also have eight grandchildren. 

Bauer is a member of the Christian 
Bible Church at Cissna Park. Currently, 
he is serving as a member of the church 
board and has also served as Secretary7. In 
addition, he has served on the board of 
the Cissna Park Cooperative Grain Com¬ 
pany and is a member of the Ford-Iroquois 
Farm Bureau. 

Directorate 
District 5 

Robert Bauer, 
Cissna Park 

Bradley J. Ludwig, Fithian 

Bradley J. Ludwig was elected as a di¬ 
rector of Eastern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive in March 1985. He has served on the 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative board 
since consolidation and currently serves 
as Chairman of the Board. Additionally, 
he represents Eastern Illini on the Soy- 
land Power Cooperative board and the 
Continental Cooperative Services board 
where he serves on the executive com¬ 
mittee. He completed the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association Profes¬ 
sional Directors training courses and was 
certified in 1990. Ludwig also received 
the NRECA Credentialed Certification 
and the NRECA Board Leadership Cer¬ 
tificate in 1998. 

Ludwig and his wife Sally (Walder) re¬ 
side near Collison in Vermilion County. 
He graduated from Armstrong High 
School and attended Danville Jr. College 
for two years and the University of Illinois 
for one year. The Ludwigs operate a grain 
farm in Pilot Township. In addition, he is 
employed by Heartland Insurance Agency 
in Danville as a sales agent. 

The Ludwigs have four daughters: 
Holly, Kelly, Courtney and Casey. 

Ludwig is a member of the Second 
Church of Christ at Danville. He has 
served as an Illinois Farmers Union state 
delegate and an ASCS committeeman in 
Vermilion County. Ludwig has also served 
as a church trustee and a board member on 
the Armstrong-Ellis Grade School board. 

Directorate 
District 7 

Bradley J. Ludwig, 
Fithian 

16c 



Herbert L. Aden, Newman 

Directorate 
District 9 

Herbert L. Aden, 
Newman 

Herbert L. Aden is the Treasurer of 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative. In 
1979, he became a director of Illini Elec- 
trie Cooperative and since consolidation 
has been a director of Eastern Illini. He 
has also held the positions of Secretary, 
Vice President and has been a delegate for 
the AIEC meeting. In 1991, he received the 
Professional Directors Certification from the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Associ¬ 
ation. Additionally he received the NRECA 
Credentialed Certification in 1999. 

Aden has been a cash grain farmer near 
Newman since 1979. Born and raised in 
the St. Joseph-Royal area, he graduated 
from Ogden Community High School 
and received a BS in Agriculture from 
the University of Illinois. 

Aden’s wife, Nancy, grew up in rural 
Newman. She teaches business education 

at Villa Grove Community High School and 
is also a teacher-coordinator with the high 
school’s work programs. The Adens have 
four daughters: Mindy Brown, a University 
of Illinois graduate, is a CPA employed as 
an accountant at Deere & Co., Davenport, 
Iowa; Tiffany Paul, a graduate of Concordia 
University, River Forest, is a registered nurse 
employed at Carle Foundation Hospital, 
Urbana; Casey is a senior English major in 
secondaty education at Millikin University, 
Decatur; and Lindy is a junior at Centennial 
High School, Champaign. 

A member of the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church at Broadlands, Aden has served as 
Vice President of the congregation, served 
on the board of Christian Education, the 
board of Stewardship, and is currently on 
the board of trustees. 

Glenn R. Anderson, Kempton 

Northern At 
Large District 

Glenn R. Anderson, 
Kempton 

Glenn R. Anderson is a director of East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative. In 1984, he 
was elected to the Eastern Illinois Power 
Cooperative board and has served on the 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative board 
since consolidation. While a member of 
the EIPC board, he served as Treasurer. 
Anderson has also served as the Eastern 
Illini secretaty and as a delegate at state 
and national meetings. Anderson received 
the Professional Directors Certification 
from the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association in 1989 and the NRECA 
Credentialed Certification in 1999. 

After 40 years of farming in the Kemp¬ 
ton area, Anderson retired in 1994. His 

wife Esther retired as guidance secretary 
from the Kankakee Area Career Center. 
The Andersons have four children: Ellen 
Dyke of Ogden, Lisa Martin of Bour- 
bonnais, Eric of Mendota, and Keith of 
Edwardsville. Glenn and Esther also have 
eight grandchildren. 

Anderson formerly served as treasurer 
of Tri-Point School District and president 
of Prairie View Lutheran Foundation. He 
is a past director of Tri-Point School Dis¬ 
trict and Prairie View Nursing Home and 
former supervisor of Mona Township. An¬ 
derson is a member of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church of Cullom and a member of the 
Ford-Iroquois Farm Bureau. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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Credentials Committee Meets 

(L to R) Michael Caise of Beaverville, John Wilkening of Cissna 
Park, Terry Bose of Anchor and David Schmidt of Ivesdale. 

The Credentials Committee met 
at the office of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative in Paxton on January 30, 
2003, to determine the eligibility of 
candidates who filed nominating peti¬ 
tions for the March 15, 2003, director 
election. Directors will be elected in 
Directorate Districts 5, 7, 9 and the 
Northern At Large District. Attending 
the meeting were Terry Bose of Anchor, 
Michael Caise of Beaverville, John 
Wilkening of Cissna Park, and David 
Schmidt of Ivesdale. Richard Davis of 
Longview was unable to attend. In ac¬ 
cordance with the cooperative’s bylaws, 
members of die Credentials Committee 
are appointed by the board of directors 
to serve a 1-year term. 

Michael Caise was selected as the 
Chairman of die Committee and he 
will report on the committee’s activi¬ 
ties at the March 15th annual meeting. 

Chairman Caise noted that 
nominating petitions were available 
at Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s 
headquarters in Paxton at 8:00 a.m. on 
Monday, December 16,2002, and diat 
the deadline for filing was 5:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 29, 2003. 

The committee reviewed the quali¬ 
fications of Robert Bauer of Cissna 
Park, District 5; Bradley J. Ludwig of 
Fithian, District 7; Herbert L. Aden of 
Newman, District 9; and Glenn R. An¬ 
derson of Kempton, Northern At Large 
District, who had filed nominating peti¬ 
tions. No other candidates picked up 
or filed petitions. After reviewing the 

petitions, affidavits and qualifications 
of incumbent directors Bauer, Ludwig, 
Aden and Anderson, the Credentials 
Committee determined that all of the 
candidates were eligible to serve as 
directors of the cooperative. 

There being no other business to 
come before the committee, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

Michael Caise, Beaverville 

Sample Ballot 
Election of Directors • Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

March 15, 2003 — Paxton, Illinois 

For Director from (Vote for One) 

DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 5 (3-Year Term) □ Robert Bauer, Cissna Park 

□ 

For Director from (Vote for One) 

DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 7 (3-Year Term) □ Bradley J. Ludwig, Fithian 

□ 

For Director from (Vote for One) 

DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 9 (3-Year Term) □ Herbert L. Aden, Newman 

□ 
For Director from (Vote for One) 

NORTHERN AT LARGE DISTRICT (3-Year Term) □ Glenn R. Anderson, Kempton 

□ 
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Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
Minutes of 
Fifteenth 
Annual 
Meeting of 
Members 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
March 16, 
2002 

The Fifteenth Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern 

lllini Electric Cooperative was held in the gymnasium of the 

Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School, 700 West Orleans Street, 

Paxton, Illinois on Saturday, March 16,2002, at 1:00 p.m. The 

meeting was called to order by Chairman of the Board Bradley 

J. Ludvig, who presided and acted as Chairman. Robert W. 

Bauer, Secretary of the Cooperative, acted as Secretary of the 

meeting and kept the minutes thereof. 

The Secretary announced that the Credentials Commit' 

tee, consisting of the registration staff, had informed him that 

there were 319 members present in person and 39 members 

present by proxy and, that the attendance being in excess of 200 

members, as required by the Bylaws to constitute a quorum, the 

Chairman announced that a quorum was in attendance and he 

declared the meeting duly constituted to transact business. 

PRESENTATION OF COLORS 

The presentation of colors was conducted by Pack 32 of 

the Boy Scouts of America, Paxton, Illinois, followed by the 

recitation by the membership of the Pledge of Allegiance. Fol¬ 

lowing this, former Director Larry Knox led the singing of the 

National Anthem. 

INVOCATION 

Director Glenn Anderson delivered the invocation. 

READING OF NOTICE OF MEETING AND PROOF 

! OF MAILING 

Secretary Robert W. Bauer read the official notice of 

the meeting and the affidavit of mailing of said notice. The 

Chairman directed the Secretary to annex to the minutes of 

this meeting a copy of said notice together with the affidavit 

of mailing. 

j APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Fourteenth Annual Meeting of 

Members held March 17, 2001, as printed in the annual 

report distributed to all members, were presented for consid¬ 

eration. Member Jay Hageman made a motion that the rules 

be suspended, that the minutes of the Annual Meeting held 

March 17,2001, be waived and that said minutes be approved 

as printed in the official annual meeting notice of this meeting. 

His motion was seconded by Member Marvin Miller and was 

unanimously carried. 

REPORT OF TREASURER 

Herbert L. Aden, Treasurer of the Cooperative, presented 

the annual financial reports outlining the Cooperative’s finan- 

| cial operations for the year 2001 and confirming its present 

financial position. He referred the membership to the financial 

statements appearing in the program of this meeting, includ¬ 

ing the balance sheet as of December 31,2001, a statement of 

equities and liabilities and an income statement, including all 

subsidiaries, for the year ended December 31,2001. 

The balance sheet reflected the following information: 

Net Utility- Plant $41,951,625 

Total Assets 63,064,993 

Long Term Debt 36,805,884 

Total Members’ Equity and Liabilities 63,064,993 

The Treasurer further reported that the Cooperative, 

including all subsidiaries, showed a net operating loss for the 

year of $757,911 and a net loss of $1,154,095. 

The Treasurer explained that most of the loss was the result 

of a substantial prepayment on our power bill to Soyland Power 

Cooperative, Inc. and he explained the reason for this prepay¬ 

ment He concluded by stating that he was “not pleased with 

the financial reports” but that the Cooperative is financially 

strong and will have no problem in weathering the present 

economic recession and the substantial loss of value of the 

Pegasus stock. 

60-YEAR PIN TO ATTORNEY FRAKER 

President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. called Attorney 

French L. Fraker to the podium and presented him with a 

service pin recognizing 60 years of service as attorney for the 

Cooperative. He announced that Mr. Fraker had commenced 

representing the Cooperative on March 2,1942, and had served 

in that capacity constandy ever since. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 2003 

Mr. Fraker accepted the pin and advised the membership 

that he had enjoyed every minute of his service to the Coopera¬ 

tive and wished it continued success. 

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

j SPOUSES AND GUESTS 
Chairman Ludwig introduced members of the Board of 

Directors and their spouses, following which special guests 

were introduced by Vice Chairman Harold M. Loy. These 

included a group of employees and the President/CEO of 

the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. He also 

introduced several retired Directors of the Cooperative. 

j VIDEO CONCERNING RURAL ELECTRIC 

j COOPERATIVES 

The members were shown a video depicting the history of 

the electric cooperative movement in America and its current 

representation by the Touchstone Energy® Organization of 

Electric Cooperatives. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF PRESIDENT/CEO AND 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
Chairman Ludwig and President/CEO Champion pre¬ 

sented a joint annual report by means of a slide and video 

awering the principal events of the past year and explaining 

some rate restructuring changes. They also furnished a report 

on the alliance between Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc. and 

Allegheny Electric Cooperative creating the organization, Con¬ 

tinental Cooperative Services, which is the body that controls 

the operations of Soyland and Allegheny. This alliance has 

been successful in negotiating a six-year wholesale power sup¬ 

ply contract that will ensure stable rates for the next six years. 

Members were advised that the subsidiary businesses are 

growing and that we are excited about the revenue growth 

opportunities our subsidiaries bring to the Cooperative. 

YOUTH TO WASHINGTON TOUR 
Members were also advised that Eastern lllini Electric 

Cooperative had, once again, conducted an essay contest with 

the winners being awarded a “Youth-To-Washington Tour.” 

A video depicting Eric LeSueur, one of the winners of the 

contest, was shown in which Mr. LeSueur described the trip 

to Washington and thanked the Cooperative for making it 

possible for him to go on this tour. 

SUBSIDIARY BUSINESSES 
Employee Brandon Jackson reported on the operation 

of El Schippert WaterCare, Inc., presenting his report via 

a video. In addition, employee David Lithgow appeared 

on the video to tell the membership about the operation 

of El Bottled Water, a recent project of the Cooperative. 

CONSIDERATION OF BYLAW AMENDMENTS 

At the request of the Chairman, Mr. Fraker presented 

| to the membership the proposed Bylaw Amendments as 

approved by the Board and recommended for passage by 

| the membership. He summarized the contents of each of the 

| proposed Bylaw Amendments advising that the first Amend¬ 

ment made several changes in the nominating and election 

procedures. Among these were: 

Elimination of term limits for Directors. 

Elimination of the Nominating Committee. 

Nomination for the Board of Directors by Petition only. 

Creation of a Credentials Committee to determine the 

eligibility of candidates for the Board. 

The second proposed Bylaw Amendment would, in com- 

| pliance with the state laws on the subject, permit a member to 

purchase his or her electric energy from sources other than the 

Cooperative but subject to conditions established by the Board 

| of Directors. 

Several members raised questions as to the reasons for 

these proposed changes and their questions were answered 

by Chairman Ludwig and President/CEO Champion. After 

j discussion was completed, the Chairman called for a vote 

on the adoption of the proposed Bylaw Amendments and, 

thereafter, on motion duly made by Member Kenneth Dugan, 

seconded by Member Marvin Miller and carried, the following 

resolution was adopted: 
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RESOLVED that the Bylaws of Eastern Hlini Electric Cooperative shall be and 

they are hereby amended in the following manner: 

(1) By deleting from Section 3.2: Election and Terms of Office, the last two 

sentences of said section reading as follows: 

“No Director may serve as such for more than five (5) consecutive three (3) 

year terms. Any Director who has served five (5) consecutive three (3) years terms 

may be eligible for re-election or appointment to the Board after an interval of three 

(3) years from the expiration of his or her fifth (5th) three (3) year term.” 

(2) By deleting Section 3.5 of said Bylaws entided Nominating Committee, in 

its entirety. 

(3) By changing the number of Section 3.6 of said Bylaws to Section 3.5 and 

deleting from said section the first paragraph thereof and substituting in its stead 

the following paragraph: 

Section 3.5: Nominations. Any member of the Cooperative in good standing 

who desires to be elected to its Board of Directors may be nominated by petition 

signed by not less than twenty-five (25) members and filed with the Secretary of 

the Cooperative not less than forty-five (45) days prior to the annual meeting of 

members. Nominations from the floor shall not be permitted. The Secretary of 

the Cooperative shall cause to be prepared and posted at the principal office of 

the Cooperative at least thirty (30) days before the annual meeting a list of the 

nominations for Directors thus filed with him or her. 

(4) By deleting from the second sentence of the second paragraph of Section 

3.6: Nominations, the final sixteen words of said sentence reading as follows: “and 

showing separately the nominations made by the Nominating Committee and die 

nominations made by petition.” 

(5) By creating a new Section 3.6 entitled Credentials Committee, as follows: 

Section 3.6: Credentials Committee: The Board of Directors shall appoint a 

Credentials Committee comprised of five members of the Cooperative to be selected 

by the Board of Directors whose duty shall be to review the qualifications of all 

candidates who have filed nominating petitions, to determine their eligibility to 

serve as Directors of the Cooperative. 

The Chairman then called for a vote on the second proposed amendment and, 

there being no further discussion, Member Bill Davis moved the adoption of the 

following resolution: 

RESOLVED that the Bylaw's of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative shall be and 

they are hereby amended in the following manner: 

By deleting subparagraph (b) of Section 1.1 of Article I of the Bylaws (Require¬ 

ments for Membership) and substituting in its stead the following subsection (b): 

Agreed to purchase from the Cooperative electric energy, all electric energy 

distribution services and all associated electric services as hereinafter specified; 

By deleting Section 1.4 of Article I of the Bylaws (Purchase of Electric Energy) 

and provide in its stead the following Section 1.4. 

Purchase of Electric Energy and/or Electric Power Distribution Services. Except 

as hereinafter provided, each member shall, as soon as electric energy, electric power 

distribution services and/or associated electric services shall be available, purchase 

from the Cooperative all electric energy, all electric power distribution services and 

all associated electric services purchased by the member for use on die premises 

specified in said member’s application for membership/service and shall pay therefore, 

at rates which shall from time to time be fixed by the Board; however, provided that 

as required or allowed by law and as determined by the Board, the member may 

purchase such electric energy from other sources for use on such premises as the 

member may determine, but subject to conditions established from time to time by 

the Board of Directors. In addition to such rates the members shall also be required 

to pay such other fees and charges as may be approved by the Board of Directors and 

all other obligations that may from time to time become due and payable by such 

member to the Cooperative as and when the same shall become due and payable. All 

amounts paid for electric energy, electric power distribution and/or associated electric 

services in excess of the cost of service are furnished by the member as capital and 

each member shall be credited with the capital so furnished in the manner provided 

in Article XIII of the Bylaws. 

Production or use of electric energy on the member’s premises, regardless of 

the source thereof, by means of facilities which shall be interconnected with the 

Cooperative facilities, shall be subject to appropriate regulations as shall be fixed 

from time to time by the Cooperative. 

His motion to adopt said resolution was seconded by Member Jay Hageman 

and was carried. 

The Chairman thereupon declared that both proposed Bylaw Amendments 

had been duly adopted and that the Bylaws of the Cooperative were, henceforth, 

amended as provided in said Bylaw Amendments. 

PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE HONORING RETIRING DIRECTOR 

LAVERL BYERS 

The Chairman announced that Director Laved Byers, a long time member of 

the Cooperative’s Board of Directors, was retiring. He thanked Director Byers for 

his sound advice and constructive wisdom while serving on the Board and during his 

terms as President of the Cooperative. In appreciation for his many services, former 

Director Byers was presented with a plaque containing a resolution recognizing his 

services to the Cooperative and to the cause of rural electrification and expressing 

the appreciation of the Board and the membership for these services. 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Chairman of the Nominating Committee presented the report of that 

Committee advising that the Committee had nominated the following candidates: 

from District 2, William P Raber; from District 3, Donald Reitz; from District 6, 

Marion Chesnut and from the Southern District at Large, members Jay A. Hageman 

and Gary Luth. 

The Committee further reported that it had selected candidates from Districts 1, 

4 and 8 for the Nominating Committee election and at that election, the following 

were nominated: 

District 1: Wayne Apperson, Member Justin Kneeland, Alternate Member 

District 4: Michael Caise, Member David Munson, Alternate Member 

District 8: David Schmidt, Member Carl Bialeschki, Alternate Member 

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

The Chairman announced that the next item of business would be the elec¬ 

tion of Directors and called upon Mr. Fraker to conduct that election. Mr. Fraker 

announced the Board of Directors had appointed the following members to serve 

as tellers in the election: 

Rodney Blackburn Ruth Lutz Norma Rahn 

William Brenner Robert Mitsdarfer Shirley Roach 

Richard Fagan Gilbert Quick Ralph Ruder 

Glen Forrest 

He then called for the members to mark their ballots and Cooperative employees 

collected the ballots and delivered them to the Inspectors of Election to be tallied and 

counted. The Inspectors of Election then retired with the ballots and proceeded to 

count and tally the results of the election. 

RELAXATION PERIOD 

While the ballots were being counted, the Chairman declared a recess to permit 

the members to stand and stretch and relax for a brief period. 

LONDON BLUE 

The membership was entertained by a musical program presented by London 

Blue, a trio from Millikin University consisting of Darrin Thurman, Molly Pufall and 

Andrew Bayles. The group presented a series of spiritual and patriotic numbers. Their 

program was enthusiastically received with resounding applause from the audience. 

QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD 

President/CEO Champion, Chairman of the Board Ludwig, and Vice Chairman 

Loy conducted a question and answer period receiving questions from the audience 

and written questions submitted by the members. They furnished answers to the 

inquiries submitted and supplied further information of interest to the membership. 

REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF ELECTION 

At the request of the Chairman, Mr. Fraker furnished the report of the Inspectors 

of Election. He advised that the Inspectors had received the ballots cast, counted 

and tallied the votes, and that the following candidates had received the number of 

votes set opposite their 

Candidate 

names. 

District Votes Received 

Jay A. Hageman Southern District at Large 119 

Gary Luth Southern District at Large 90 

William E Raber 2 191 

Donald Reitz 3 193 

Marion Chesnut 6 189 

The Inspectors, in their written report, further certified that the following named 

candidates having received the highest number of votes cast for Director from their 

Directorate District, had been duly elected as Directors of the Cooperative to hold 

office until the 2005 Annual Meeting of Members or until their successors shall 

have been elected and qualified. 

Jay Hageman William E Raber Donald Reitz Marion Chesnut 

A signed copy of the Certificate of the Inspectors of Election is attached to the 

minutes of this meeting. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman called for any additional old business to be presented. Hearing 

none, he then asked for any new business. None was presented and, therefore, there 

being no further business to come before the meeting, on motion duly made by Mem¬ 

ber Marvin Miller, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned. 

DRAWING FOR PRIZES 

Following the adjournment of the meeting, a drawing for prizes was conducted. 

Secretary 

APPROVED: 

Chairman 
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Treasurer's Report 

Herbert L. Aden 
Treasurer 

Where your 
electric dollar 
went in 2002 
Power Cost 

59.81% 

Interest 
8.59% / Operating 

Depreciation Expenses 
8.78% 22.60% 

Si Interest 

EH Power Cost 

m Depreciation 

I I Operating Expenses 

□ Taxes 

The enclosed financial information represents the cooperative’s operation for the fiscal 
year ended December 31, 2002. These reports were taken directly from the cooperative’s 
books and records, which are currently being audited by the auditing firm of Olsen Thielen 
& Co., LTD. The 2001 Financial Data has been restated to reflect audit adjustments. 
The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants sets the standards and scope of 
the audit. 

Interesting information about your cooperative: 
2002 2001 

Total value of electric plant    $ 63,691,771 $ 61,883,958 
Total miles of distribution line  4,515 4,516 
Average plant investment per mile    $ 14,107 $ 13,703 
Average number of members served  13,313 13,236 
Members per mile of line  2.95 2.95 

Plant investment per member served    $ 4,784 $ 4,675 
Maximum monthly kw demand  44,093 43,013 

Average monthly kwh used per member  1,268 1,234 
Average monthly electric bill per member    $ 141 $ 132 
Average monthly revenue per mile of line    $ 417 $ 388 
Average equity per member    $ 1,078 $ 1,464 
Total taxes paid    $ 969,579 $ 943,268 

Number of co-op owned vehicles  49 48 
Miles traveled by co-op vehicles  686,742 662,686 
Total transportation costs    $ 526,197 $ 423,929 
Average cost per mile traveled by 

co-op vehicles    $ 0.7662 $ 0.6397 

Operating Statistics 

2002 2001 

Cost of purchased power    $ 12,852,159 $ 12,612,502 

Total kwh purchased  225,391,463 212,068,364 
Total kwh sold    202,560,657 195,923,371 

Average number members served  13,313 13,236 

Average kwh usage per 
month per member  1,268 1,234 

Average cost per kwh to members    $ 0.11163 $ 0.10718 

Balance Sheet 

For the years ended December 31 

Assets 
2002 2001 

Utility plant 
Cost of electric plant    $ 63,691,771 $ 61,883,958 
Less: accumlated depreciation  21,144,341 19,932,333 
Net utility plant    $ 42,547,430 $ 41,951,625 

Current & other assets 
Cash-general    $ 130,554 $ 113,934 
Investments 10,395,613 17,334,643 
Temporary cash investments  1,386,064 50,000 
Accounts receivable, net  2,204,185 2,010,879 
Materials and supplies  476,989 472,278 
Prepaid and other current assets  2,339,024 2,148,150 
Other assets  .744,400 806,500 
Total assets      $60,224,259 $64,888,009 
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Members1 equity and liabilities 
Membership fees & other capital  
Patronage capital  
Operating margins  
Non-operating margins  
Unrealized gains or (losses) on investments. 

Current & other liabilities 
Accounts payable    
Accrued expenses  

Notes payable - line of credit  

Consumers’ deposits & prepayments ... 
Other non-current liabilities  

For the years ended December 31 
Operating revenue 

Sale of electricity  
Other electric revenue  
Total operating revenue  
Operating expenses 

Cost of power  
Operations and maintenance expenses  
Consumer accounts expense  
Customer service and information expense 
General office salaries and expenses  
Legal engineering and auditing services  
Insurance expenses  
Administrative and general expense  
Depreciation & amortization expense  
Taxes  
Interest expense  
Other deductions  
Total operating expense  
Operating margins (loss) 
Capital credits  
Net operating margins (loss)  
Non-operating margins (loss)  
Net margins (loss) for the year  

Cost Components 
0.08000 

0.07000 

■p 0.06000 

"Jf 0.05000 

n. 0.04000 

J2 0.03000 

§ 0.02000 
o 

0.01000 

2002 2001 
.. $ 294,990 $ 261,524 

17,825,210 17,863,069 
1,266,505 (353,289) 

(5,034,508) 34,089,467 
.. (30,661,843) 

•• $ 40,736,416 $ 36,805,884 

.. $ 2,007,621 $ 2,045,072 
632,958 586,772 

.. 1,755,466 

160,718 227,894 
2,334,349 2,267,993 

.. § 60.224.259 $ 64.888.009 

expense 
2002 2001 

.. $ 22,413,122 $ 20,792,217 
199,530 207,326 

.. $ 22,612,652 $ 20,999,543 

.. $ 12,852,159 $ 12,612,502 
2,051,040 2,015,994 

598,395 559,826 
652,389 708,060 
828,303 774,000 

82,783 86,937 
92,107 80,923 

599,475 589,427 
1,887,007 1,850,487 

47,685 46,056 
1,845,056 2,391,809 
(47,698) (49,432) 

.. $ 21,488,701 21,666,589 
1,123,951 (667,046) 
142.554 313,757 

1,266,505 (353,289) 
(38,770,685) (237,711) 

.. $ (37,504.180) S 1591.000) 

| - Power Cost 

■ - Dist Cost 

J - Fixed Cost 

Year- 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
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Higher Ground 

The Crabb Family, Mid-South Boys, 
The Apple City Boys, and Fortress. 
Additionally, they have sung for 
many community activities, church 
homecomings, revivals, dedications 
and special services. 

For more information about the 
group, check out their Web site at 
www.Highergroundquartet.com. 

Higher Ground, a quartet 
based out of Trilla, Illinois, sings 
Southern Gospel style music. 
Members of the quartet are 
(1 to r) Richard Richter, baritone 
and keyboard; Steve Wheeler, 
tenor; Jim Wallace, lead; and Brad 

Groves, bass. 
Higher Ground performs at around 

100 functions each year and has sung 

in seven states including Illinois, Iowa, 
Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee 
and Georgia. 

They have participated in concerts 
with the following national artists: 
Gold City, The Kingsmen, The King¬ 
dom Heirs, Booth Brothers, Perfect 
Heart, Ivan Parker, Jeff &. Sheri Easter, 
The Perrys, The Wilburns, The Cross¬ 
men Quartet, Heirline, The Steelers, 

Childcare 
Bring your children. Childcare 

will be provided from 12:45 p.m. 
until the end of the business meeting 
for all children ages two and older. 

Anne Newman, Paxton Carnegie 
Librarian, will entertain the children. 

solutions 1 ^ 

Children’s 
ID Program 
★ ★★★★★★ 

The Paxton Police Depart¬ 
ment will be available to take 
inkless fingerprints and photos of 
your children and establish their 
ID records. 
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Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Bradley J. Ludwig 
(Chairman) 

Fithian 

Harold M. Loy 
(Vice-Chairman) 

Beaverville 

Robert Bauer 
(Secretary) 
Cissna Park 

Herbert L. Aden 
(Treasurer) 
Newman 

Donald Reitz 
(Assistant Secretary) 

Gilman 

C 
Kempton 

Marion Chesnut 
Rossville 

Charles D. Day, Jr. 
Bement 

Jay Hageman 
Fairmount 

Kay Horsch 
Dewey 

William E Raber 
Saybrook 

Guy C. Hall 
(Attorney) 

Free 
Blood Pressure Checks 

$10.00 
Cholesterol Checks 

$5.00 
Diabetes Screening 

Have your blood pressure checked free of charge by the Forddroquois Health Department. 
They will also do cholesterol checks for $10.00 and diabetes screening for $5.00. 

If you plan to take advantage of the diabetes screening, please do not eat four hours 
prior to the screening. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative Employees 
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(L to R Standing) Alan Schweighart, Manager of 
Operations & Engineering; Jan Hancock, Electric 
System Representative; Mike Anderson, Electric 
System Coordinator; (Seated) Debbie Laird, 
Electric System Administrative Assistant. 

(L to R) Brian Stagen, Controller; Stacy Connor, Benefits 
Administrator; Cheryl Henson, Accountant; Tami Kuester, 
Accounting Clerk; Angie Mowrer, Accountant/Financial Analyst; 
Gayle Ford, Accountant; Judy Plackett, Accounting Clerk. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO. 

(L to R Standing) Susan Brown, Customer 
Services Representative; Jeannine Howe, 

Customer Sendees Representative; 
Tricia Schroeder, Customer Sendees 

Representative; Brandon Jackson, Sr. Vice 
President; (Seated) Mary Foley, Customer 

Services Supervisor. 

(Standing) 
Glenda Frette, 
Administrative 
Assistant; 
(Seated) 
Jeannie Kingston, 
Manager of 
Administrative 
Services. 



(L to R) Brad Weisenbarn, Engineering 
Technician; Bill Hoffschneider, Engineering 

Technician/Serviceman. 

(L to R) Norman “Mac” McDonald, Electric System Technician; 
Rusty Snider, Electric System Foreman; 

Mike Bristle, Electric System Technician. 

Paxton Line Crew 
(L to R) Steve Moore, Foreman; Mike Batte, Journeyman 

Lineman; Jerry Haile, Journeyman Lineman. 
Keith Bergman, Subforeman. 

(L to R) Matt Bachman, Service Technician; 
Mike Zalaker, Manager of Physical 
Resources; Luke Olmstead, Service 
Technician; Dennis Kingren, Warehouseman. 

Paxton Line Crew 
(L to R) Jeff Blackford, Journeyman Lineman; Terry 

Riggins, Journeyman Lineman; Ken Mutchmore, 
Apprentice Lineman; 

Scott Bayles, Foreman. 
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(L to R) Arnold “Junior” Price, Apprentice Forester; 
Don Gerdes, Forestry and Right-of-Way Specialist. 

r 
(L to R) Mark Scheiwe, Paxton Serviceman; 

Tim Kulow, Paxton Serviceman; John Mount, 
Cropsey Serviceman. 

(L to R Standing) Pat Gallahue, Marketing Advisor; Mike 
Wilson, Marketing Coordinator; John Jeffers, Marketing 
Representative; Tim Frick, Marketing Representative; 

(Seated) Bob Dickey, Manager of 
Marketing & Economic Development. Gary Van Gorden, Key Accounts Representative. 

Pesotum Employees 
(L to R) Joe Heyen, Line Foreman; 
Rod Blackburn, Serviceman; Matt 
Eisenmenger, Journeyman Lineman; 
Doug Elrod, Serviceman; Sean Miller, 
Apprentice Lineman. 

Gilman Employees 
(L to R) Scott McTaggart, Apprentice Lineman; 

Dan Fleming, Journeyman Lineman; Doug 
Vaughn, Foreman; Cliff Miller, Gilman 

Serviceman; Lyle Kofoot, Watseka Serviceman. 
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IlliCom Telecommunications/Conxxus (L to R Standing) Anita Jackson, Customer Services Representative; 
David Woodward, Sales Representative; Jason Kocher, Technician; John Lee, Technician; Tina Fleming, Project 

Coordinator and Accountant; Duane Cox, Technical Coordinator; Graham Schmid, Technician; Kevin Osterbur, 
Manager; (L to R Seated) Brad Smith, Technician; Chris Johnson, Computer/Technical Support Specialist; Kelly 

Glazik, Customer Services Representative; Melinda Kinney, Customer Services Representative; Julie White, 
Supervisor of Business Development & Customer Service. 

El Bottled Water Employees (L to R) Jennifer Pitman, 
Consumer Care Specialist; Bob Piechaczek, Quality Control 

Operator; Brian Ronna, Consumer Care Specialist; 
David Lithgow, Manager. 

AQUAlity Solutions (L to R) Sandi Thompson, Customer 
Services Representative; Kyle Schippert, Water Consultant 

and Serviceman; Dennis Smith, Water Consultant and 
Serviceman; Kent Schippert, Water Consultant and 
Serviceman; Sandi Wyss, Secretary; Dave Schippert, 
Business Manager; Seiri Schippert, Office Supervisor. 

AQUAlity Solutions (L to R) Delivery Persons James Rieches, 
Edgar Johnson, Jason Honeycutt, Tracy Scherf, 

Brandon Sturm. 

AQUAlity Solutions (L to R) Shannon List, Delivery 
Person/Serviceman; Kenny Raum, Serviceman/ 

Technician; Dave Geiken, Maintenance/Mechanic; Casey 
Steiner, Plant/Warehouseman. 
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PROXY 
2003 Annual Meeting - Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 

As a member of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, an Illinois Corporation, I, the undersigned, hereby ap¬ 
point my proxy to vote in my stead at the 2003 Annual Meeting of Members to 
be held at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School, Paxton, Illinois, on March 15, 2003. This proxy is unlimited 
as to matters on which it may be voted. 

Date (Signature of Member Giving Proxy) 

Name: 

Address: 

Under the Bylaws, no member may vote as a proxy for more than three members and the presence of 
a member at the meeting revokes a proxy heretofore given. 

Two seminars will be held at the 
2003 Annual Meeting 

10:00 a.m. “75 Ways to Reduce Your Energy Bill” 

11:00 a.m. “The Three E’s” of Geothermal Heating and Cooling” 

$100 Cash Awards Will Be 
Given Away!!! 

Eligibility for $100 CASH AWARDS: 
To be eligible for cash awards, you must be registered for this 

year’s annual meeting by 1:00 p.m. You must be present to win. 

g 

Attendance 
Gift 

This year’s attendance gift 
is an Eastern lllini 

stainless steel paring knife. 

Lunch 
Chicken, beef, ham, 

mashed potatoes and 
gravy, green beans, corn, 
coleslaw, noodles and 
cobbler will be served 
from 11:00 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
I6p ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING MARCH 2003 
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(L to R) Earl Struck, President/CEO of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, presented the 2002 Illinois Cooperative 
Director of the Year award to Laverl Byers at Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton on Tuesday, 
January 21. 

Laverl Byers of Tuscola has been 
selected as the 2002 Illinois 

Cooperative Director of the Year 
by the Illinois Cooperative Coun¬ 
cil (ICC) for his dedication to the 
cooperative way of doing business. 
Earl Struck, President/CEO of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC), presented 
the distinguished award to Byers 
at Eastern lllini Electric Cooper¬ 
ative’s headquarters in Paxton on 
Tuesday, January 21. 

Byers served from October 19, 

1981, to March 16, 2002, 
as a director of Eastern 
lllini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive and its predecessor 
lllini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. During his tenure, 
he was Chairman of the 
Board with both coop¬ 
eratives and has been an 
alternate director on the 
AIEC board. Byers has also 
been active on the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) resolutions committees 

APRIL 2003 I 

Laverl Byers and his wife Dolores. 

I (continued on 16b) 
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Byers selected Illinois Cooperative 
Director of the Year 
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■ (continued from 16a) 

on national and regional levels. 

Byers began farming after 
high school and was selected as a 

“Master Farmer” by Prairie Farmer 

magazine in 1989. 

An active community leader, 

he had a positive influence on the 

cooperatives and agriculture and 

helped to improve the quality of life 

for the rural residents of Illinois. 

He played a significant role in 

the consolidation of Illini Electric 

Cooperative and Eastern Illinois 
Power Cooperative that resulted in 

significant savings and additional 

services for the members of Eastern 

Illini Electric Cooperative. 

Byers was instrumental in 

drafting and implementing the 

Farm Land Assessment Law which 

was eventually passed by the state 
legislature. He also worked with 
the Douglas County Farm Bureau 

Board to lower the Douglas County 

hospital’s operating deficit saving 

the county hundreds in tax dol¬ 

lars. An advocate of farm product 

promotion, he worked diligently to 

pass check-offs for the Illinois Soy¬ 

bean Program Operating Board 

and Illinois Corn Marketing Board 

searching out candidates for board 

positions in these organizations. 

Byers and his wife Dolores reside 

on a farm near Tuscola. They have 

a daughter Susan (Larry) Harbaugh 

and two grandchildren, Jennifer and 

Greg. 

The ICC originated in 1966 to 

promote the growth and develop¬ 
ment of Illinois cooperatives and 

create a better public understanding 
of their value. Its member organi¬ 
zations include the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
CoBank, Farm Credit Services 
of Illinois, Farmland Industries, 
Inc., Growmark, Inc., Illinois As¬ 
sociation of Community College 
Instructors, Illinois Association of 
Vocational Agriculture Teachers, 
Illinois Farm Bureau, Illinois Milk 
Producers’ Association, Illinois 
State University, United Produc¬ 
ers, Inc., Land O’Lakes, Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale, 
University of Illinois, Western Il¬ 
linois University and the USDA- 
Rural Development. 

Eastern mini’s loan rate 
reduced to 6.9% Finance an electric heating system, a standby 

generator or a service entrance upgrade through 
Eastern Illini’s low interest loan program. 

Eastern Illini has lowered the interest rate on its 
loan program to 6.9 percent per annum. Interest rates 
will be subject to change at the first of each year and 
quarterly thereafter, and will reflect the cooperative’s 
cost of money. 

You can reduce your energy bills through the 
installation of more energy efficient equipment and 
take advantage of Eastern Illini’s competitive 4 cent 
electric heat rate or the 5 cent interruptible rate. 

Additionally, you can improve the safety, reliability 
and value of your home. 

If you qualify, Eastern Illini will lend you the 
money at the low rate of 6.9 percent and add the 

payments to your monthly electric bills. 

Borrow up to the following amounts: 
$10,000 for a geothermal system 
$5,000 for an all-electric heat installation 
$3,000 for an add-on heat pump 
$10,000 for a standby generator* 
$600/$1,200 for a service entrance upgrade** 

*Account must be on interruptible single-phase 
or interruptible large power rate 

**Must accompany electric heat or water 
heater installation 

Contact Eastern Illini’s Marketing Department at 
(800) 824-5102. 

Planning to dig? 
It’s the law - Call JULIE Planning to dig or disturb the 

earth? It’s the law - Call JULIE 
toll free at (800) 892-0123 at least 
TWO working days prior to breaking 
ground. The call and the service are 
free to those planning to dig. New 
legislation provides for a significant 
penalty program to be enforced 
through the Illinois Commerce 
Commission. 

When requesting a JULIE locate, 
provide the name, telephone num¬ 
ber, county, township or town, closest 
town and distance, section number, 

excavation site address, 
nearest crossroad and 
the type of wnrk being 
performed. You will 
need to keep the in¬ 
formation you receive 
from the operator until 
the wnrk is completed. 
Each request is in effect for 
14 days. 

The location of Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative’s underground 
power cables will be marked with ei¬ 

ther red flags or red spray paint. 
It is the responsibility of the 
owner to inform the exca¬ 
vator of any underground 
power cables that are NOT 
owned by Eastern Illini. 
If you want to learn more 

about JULIE, check out the 
Web site at www.julielcall.com. 

Be responsible and work 
safely — call JULIE at (800) 

892-0123 before you dig. 
REMEMBER - IT’S THE LAW! 
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New Eastern Mini program guarantees 
members’ heating and cooling bills for three years. 

We are confident that a 
member with a properly 

insulated home utilizing an air 
source heat pump or geother¬ 
mal system to heat and cool 
their home will experience 
significantly lower energy bills 
and be extremely satisfied with 
electricity as their sole source 
of energy. 

We are willing to guarantee the 
heating and cooling costs of your 
home for three years. If the heating 
and cooling costs exceed Eastern 
Illini’s guarantee, we will pay the 
difference. 

“Geothermal systems are the 
most energy efficient, environmen¬ 
tally clean and cost-effective space 
conditioning systems available.” 

(Source: Space Conditioning - 
The Next Frontier, EPA 430R- 
93-004, April 1993.) 

For more details, contact 
Eastern Illini’s Marketing 
Department at (800) 824- 
5102 or visit our Web site at 
www.eiec.coop. 

Stand-by generators available 
to members Eastern Illini has formed an 

alliance with Midwest Engine 
Warehouse to become a dealer for 
Briggs & Stratton stand-by genera¬ 
tors in east central Illinois. 

Presently, there are two basic 
models that Eastern Illini will be 
promoting: a 6,500 watt portable 
unit powered by gasoline with a 
keyed start and a 10 kilowatt (kw) 

stationary generator powered by 
propane or natural gas with an 
automatic start. When the power 
goes off, the 10 kw generator will 
automatically start within two 
minutes, turning on the basic ne¬ 
cessities such as heating or cool¬ 
ing, sump pump, refrigeration and 
lighting. When the power comes 

back on, the 10 kw generator will 
automatically shut off. 

Eastern Illini also offers financ¬ 
ing, installation, servicing and 
maintenance of the generators it 
sells. 

For more details, contact the 
Eastern Illini Marketing Depart¬ 
ment at (800) 824-5102. 

Visit Urn Hi's Well sHe at M.eiec.coop 
The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at 

www.eiec.coop. 
Make sure you check out El Surge Protection, El Bottled Water’s per¬ 

sonalized bottled water, IlliCom Telecommunications’ Web site services 
and much more. 
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Keeping in touch with loved 
is easy with El Long 

in state 

out of state 

Only 4.9 cents in state 
And 6.9 cents out of state 
for all of your long 
distance calls 24 hours 
per day every day 

Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through com¬ 
petitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING APRIL 2003 

Eastern IIIini receives safety award 
Eastern Illini received a safety 

honor recently during the Safety/ 
Supervisory Technical Conference 
held in Springfield. Eastern Illini 
received an award for “best lost-time 

accident record.” The conference is 
sponsored annually by the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
Accepting the award on behalf of the 
cooperative are from left Journeyman 

Lineman Jeff Blackford, Manager of 
Operations and Engineering Alan 
Schweighart and Watseka Service¬ 
man Lyle Kofoot. 
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Bradley Ludwig, Herbert Aden, 
Glenn Anderson and Robert Bauer 

Four local men were re-elected 
to Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative’s (EIEC) board of 
directors during the co-op’s 16th 

annual meeting held Saturday, 
March 15, at the Paxton-Buckley- 

Loda High School in Paxton. 
Pictured with EIEC President/ 
CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr., 
left, the re-elected board members 
are (left to right) Chairman 

Bradley J. Ludwig of Fithian, 
Treasurer Herbert L. Aden of 
Newman, Glenn R. Anderson of 
Kempton and Secretary Robert 
Bauer of Cissna Park. 
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Extern ill 

Financial Status of Co-op discussed at 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Members of Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative (EIEC) received 
information on the co-op’s financial 
status, power supply and subsidiary 
activity during the co-op’s 16th an¬ 
nual meeting held Saturday, March 
15 at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High 
School in Paxton. 

Co-op President/CEO Wm. David 
Champion, Jr. addressed the crowd 
regarding the impact of the slowing 
economy. He said, “For the most 
part, the utility business is somewhat 
isolated from economic changes, how¬ 
ever there are certainly trickle down 
effects that cause minor swings in 
our cooperative’s economic outlook. 
Interest rates, supply costs and our 
members’ ability to pay their bills are 
all certainly affected.” 

Champion said the value of Pegasus 
Communication stock, which the co¬ 
op acquired as a result of the sale of 
its DirecTV sales territory, has been 
adversely affected by the downturn on 
Wall Street. Because of Securities and 
Exchange Commission trading restric¬ 
tions, the co-op couldn’t sell the stock 
for two years. The restriction has now 
lapsed, and the co-op will wait for the 
stock market to rebound before selling 
the stock. 

Because of the Pegasus stock trans¬ 
action, the co-op’s financials reflected 
a significant gain in non-operating 
margins when the stock was received 
in 2000, and now they’re required to 
reflect a significant loss in non-oper¬ 
ating margins in the 2002 financials. 
Operating results, however, were 

very good for 2002, with operating 
margins of $1,123,951. According to 
Champion, “We were able to pay a 

good portion of our power supply fixed 
costs to reduce future obligations.” 
Power cost has held steady since it 
decreased in 1999, and distribution 
cost and cost per kilowatt-hour have 
decreased steadily during the past five 
years. 

Board Chairman Bradley]. Ludwig 
said the cooperative is in very good 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Children’s activities were part of this year s 
annual meeting. 
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Marketing Representative Tim Frick led two pre-meeting 
seminars again this year. He discussed with members "75 Ways 
to Reduce Your Energy Bill" and "The Three E's of Geothermal 
Heating and Cooling." 

financial shape, due in part to a favor¬ 
able power contract with Continental 
Cooperative Services (CCS). Ludwig 
said, “Thanks to a very solid team and 
leadership at CCS, we locked in the 
prices for the next six years at the time 
the forward pricing curve for electric 
energy was at its absolute lowest. 
Because of this, we should experi¬ 
ence very stable power supply costs 

throughout the life of this contract. 
That represents nearly 60 percent of 
our overall costs.” He went on to say 
that E1EC is already planning for fu¬ 
ture power supply when this contract 
ends. 

Champion said the co-op’s subsid¬ 
iary companies are all on target with 
their business plans. He said, “We 
are excited about the revenue growth 

opportunities that our subsidiaries 
bring to the co-op. These additional 
revenues are expected to bring profits 
into the organization, which will ben¬ 
efit the E1EC members while fulfill¬ 
ing our ‘commitment to community’ 
responsibility.” 

Kevin Osterbur, manager of II- 
liCom, EIEC’s telecommunications 
subsidiary, reported the company 
has added new services. In March, 
IlliCom launched an area-wide dial¬ 
up Internet access program that will 
provide local number access to a large 
segment of the EIEC membership. 
And in October, the company be¬ 
came an authorized dealer for Nextel 
cellular services. IlliCom is currently 
seeking opportunities for expanding 
its high-speed wireless service. 

During the meeting, a by-laws 
change was approved that will de¬ 
crease the number of EIEC’s mem¬ 
bers who constitute a quorum at the 
co-op’s annual meeting from 200 to 
100. In addition, four board mem¬ 
bers were re-elected. The re-elected 
officers, who will serve three-year 
terms, are Secretary Robert Bauer 
of Cissna Park, Chairman Ludwig of 
Fithian, Treasurer Herbert L. Aden 
of Newman and Glenn R. Anderson 
of Kempton. 

In closing, Ludwig recognized 
long-time EIEC Corporate Counsel 
French Fraker, who retired in 2002 
and was honored at a retirement din¬ 
ner this past fall. Guy Hall, Fraker’s 
colleague at Dobbins, Fraker, Ten¬ 
nant, Joy & Perlstein, was introduced 
to the attendees as the co-op’s new 
corporate counsel. 

EIEC is a member of Touchstone 
Energy - an alliance of more than 
600 local, consumer-owned electric 
utilities from across the country, com¬ 
mitted to providing superior service 
based on four core principles: integ¬ 
rity, accountability, innovation and 
commitment to community. 

Lv'iLfefeLCrM 
Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through com¬ 
petitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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At the home of Donald and Karen Bryant 
1188 E 1800N Rd., 

Monticello 

Thursday, May 8 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

(Free pork burgers, chips 
and soft drinks) 

A geothermal open house will be held at the home of Donald and Karen Bryant, 1188 E 
1 SOON Rd., Monticello on Thursday, May 8 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Jim Hall, from Design 

Air in Decatur, will be assisting with the event. Hall is the HVAC contractor who installed 
the amazing geothermal heating and cooling system in the Bryant’s home. 

You will discover the value of a geothermal system and see how it heats and cools your 
home and provides domestic hot water all year long. This safe, clean, comfortable and 
environmentally friendly system will save you between 40 to 70 percent on your heating 
bills. Learn about Eastern mini’s 4-cent electric heat rate and 6.9 percent loan program. 

Eastern lllini representatives will be available to answer your questions. Visit the Bryants 
on May 8 and see the extraordinary geothermal system. 

Spring storms are coming: 
stop a potential surge before it ruins your 

electric appliances 
Lease an El Home Surge Protection 

System today for only $10 per month 
(Purchase options are also available) The El Home Surge Protection “Home Guard” prevents external, high voltage spikes and surges from entering 

your home. The Home Guard is placed at the electrical service entrance directly between the power coming to 
your home and your meter; the best place for home surge protection. 

Call (800) 824-5102 for complete details about El Home Surge Protection. 

The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern lllini’s Web site at 
www.eiec.coop. 

While there, learn more about our low interest loan program, guaranteed 
bill program, the many products and services available through AQUAlity 
Solutions, an El Schippert Service and much more. 
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Youth Day in Springfield 

Two students representing Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative met 
with area legislators during the Illinois Electric and Telephone Coopera¬ 
tives’ Youth Day on Wednesday, April 2, in Springfield. The 
students were sponsored on the trip as part of the Youth to 
Washington scholarship prizes they recently received from 
the co-op. While in the state’s capital, students had an op¬ 
portunity to watch government in action, visit the Illinois 
Supreme Court, and tour Lincoln’s Tomb, the Vietnam 
Memorial and the Governor’s Mansion. The students are 
pictured with Senator Dale Righter of Mattoon and Represen¬ 
tative Chapin Rose of Mahomet. From left are Senator Righter, 
EIEC Administrative Assistant Glenda Frette, Scott Johnson of ^ 
Watseka, Michael Butler of Tolono and Representative Rose. The 
day was sponsored by the electric and telephone co-ops in the state in 
an effort to introduce young rural leaders to state government. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide mem¬ 
ber-owners with extraordinary value through competitively 
priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life 
in the under-served rural community. 
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Leaving an Impression 
original beauty, completely re-fur¬ 
bished the interior, and added an 
eye-catching black and white awning 
to the outside. 

Nestled within the elegant setting 
are many hard to find gifts, samples 
of awards and quality engravings. 
Many gift items can be engraved for 
a personal effect. A discount of 15 
percent is offered for bridal parties. 

Jill is an Advertising Specialties 

Institute (AS1) member. This gives 
her access to more than 350 ven¬ 
dors providing advertising needs like 
cups, pens, mugs, pencils, shirts and 
other unusual promotional items. 
Many local and state organizational 
groups purchase their promotional 
products through Jill. “I offer a 
broad range of products. Working 
with other vendors, I am able to find 
exactly what a customer wants,” says 

LLL^ 1 
CREATIVE 
RESSIONS 

Jill Aired has etched her way to a 
successful business in Rantoul. She 
owns and operates “Jill’s Creative 
Expressions” at 101 E. Sangamon. 
She does engraving and vinyl sig¬ 
nage, all in-house, with a unique 
line of gifts. 

Jill bought a used engraving 
machine in early 1991 and worked 
out of her parents’ home. She sent 
letters to prospective clients, area 
businesses, schools, park districts, 
universities, fraternities and clubs. 
Jill had a precise hand and her illus¬ 
trations left a great impression with 
early customers. News spread of her 
ability and business came. She soon 
moved to a corner of her father’s 
store. 

In 1995 she was able to purchase 
a storefront in downtown Rantoul, 
a corner bank building built in 1901. 
Jill has restored the tin ceiling to its 

“I always find a way. 

We do quality work 

at reasonable prices; 

it’s as simple as that I 

treat people the way I 

like to be treated.” 

Above: Jill poses behind her 
front counter with her biggest 
supporter, her husband Emory. 

Left: Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative Manager of 
Administrative Services Jeannie 
Kingston (left) discusses beaded 
jewelry with Jill (right). 
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Jill. 
The engraving side of the bush 

ness keeps expanding. “I now have 
the capability to do plaques in color. 
We can add colorful graphics and 
logos, which gives the plaques a 
customized touch.” 

With all her endeavors, it’s a good 
thing Jill has great help. Along with 
one full time and three part time 
employees, Jill receives help from 
her parents. Her daughter Lindsey, a 
senior at Western Illinois University, 
as well as her husband Emory always 
help when needed. Emory and Jill 
have been married for 27 years and 
make their home in Paxton (Emory’s 
hometown), where Emory serves as 
a city alderman. They have been 
longtime customers of Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative. 

In addition to running a business, 
Jill has made her mark on the com¬ 
munity. She has served as past Presi¬ 
dent of the Rantoul Area Chamber 
of Commerce. She currently serves 
on the Board of Directors of the 
University of Illinois Quarterback 
Club. 

Why is Jill successful.7 Perhaps it’s 
her attitude toward service. “I always 
find a way. We do quality work at 
reasonable prices; it’s as simple as 
that. I treat people the way I like to 
be treated.” 

If you would like to see what 
Jill can create for you, call her 
(217-892-5555), send an e-mail at 
jillcreatexp@yahoo.com, or stop 
in and see her at 101 E. Sangamon, 
Rantoul, Illinois. 

Top photos: Jill has elegant displays of crystal, 
brass, purses and engravable gifts throughout 
her store. 

Left photo: Jill, left, and Emory, right, proudly 
surround their daughter Lindsey. 
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Attend the 
Geothermal Open House 

At the home of 
Daniel and Tamara Free 

957 E 1850N Rd., Watseka 
Saturday, June 7 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

(Free pork burgers, chips 
and soft drinks) 

w 

Daniel & Tamara 
Free Home 

957 E. 1850 N. Rd. 

GILMAN 1850 N 

1800 N 

4 
To Watseka 
11.0 miles 

A geothermal open house will be held at the home of Daniel 
and Tamara Free, 957 E 1850N Rd., Watseka, on Saturday, June 
7 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. R & M Electric in Watseka will be as¬ 
sisting with the event. They installed the remarkable geothermal 
heating and cooling system in the Free’s home. 

You will discover the value of a geothermal system and see how 
it heats and cools your home and provides domestic hot water 
all year long. This safe, clean, comfortable and environmentally 
friendly system will save you between 40 to 70 percent on your heating bills. Learn about Eastern Illini’s 4- 
cent electric heat rate and 6.9 percent loan program. 

Eastern lllini representatives will be available to answer your questions. Visit the Frees on June 7 and see 
the amazing geothermal system. 

Access required to co-op’s 
meters and equipment 

Eastern lllini requires access to 
its meters and equipment at all times 
and reserves the right to discontinue 
service if access is obstructed or haz¬ 
ardous to employees. Having our 
equipment accessible is especially 
important when an outage occurs. If 
our linemen cannot gain safe access 
to the cooperative’s equipment, we 
cannot restore your power in a timely 
manner. 

We have found our meters en¬ 
closed in fenced and locked areas, 
porches and room additions. In some 
instances, dogs have been chained to 
meter poles. These situations make it 

impossible for our employees to read 
meters or check the condition of our 
poles and equipment. 

Please do not attach anything to 
our poles. Our linemen must be able 
to climb our poles and they must be free 
from obstacles. Moreover, it is unsafe 
for members to attach items to utility 
poles. 

If you have a meter or equipment 
that is not accessible to the cooperative, 
please contact the operations and engi¬ 
neering department at (800) 824-5102 
to schedule an appointment with one 
of our engineers to discuss relocating 
the meter or the pole. 

Visit Eastern mini's Web site at www.eiec.coop 
The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at 

www.eiec.coop. 
Check out our new long distance rates and learn how Eastern lllini will guar¬ 

antee your heating and cooling bills. Find out how to earn a 3 percent rebate 
on your electric bill and visit the ESP Model Home from your desktop. 
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“Youth to Washington” scholarships awarded 

democracy in action and learned why 
it is important for every citizen to get 
involved in government,” President/ 
CEO Champion added. 

President/CEO Champion pre¬ 
sented the award to Johnson on 
May 12 at Watseka Community 
High School’s award ceremony. 
Johnson also received the $1,000 
Illinois Electric Cooperative Me¬ 
morial Scholarship and the Illinois 
Wesleyan University Alumni Asso¬ 
ciation Scholarship. Other academic 
accomplishments included WCIA 
Best of the Class, Kankakee Journal 
All-Area Scholar Athlete, Times-Re- 
public Student of the Year, Illinois 
State Scholar, Illinois Principal’s 
Association’s Outstanding Student 
& School Citizen Award, Prairie 
State Achievement Award and the 
President’s Award for Educational 
Excellence. 

Butler was presented with the 
award by President/CEO Champion 
at the May 22 Honors Night ceremo¬ 
ny at Unity High School in Tolono. 

JULY 2003 I 
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Moreover, Butler received the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois-Agricultural Engi¬ 
neering Merit Scholarship and the 
Champaign County Farm Bureau 
AFA Scholarship. He also received 
the following academic awards: Il¬ 
linois State Scholar, National Honor 
Society member, Outstanding Physi¬ 
cal Science Achievement, National 
Merit Letter of Commendation, 
IHSA Scholar Achievement Award, 
Prairie State Achievement Award 
and President’s Education Award. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

Scott Johnson Scott Johnson, son of David and 
Brenna Johnson of Watseka; 
and Michael Butler, son of 

Dennis and Lori Butler of Tolono, 
are the recipients of the “Youth to 
Washington” $1,000 scholarships 
and trips to Washington, D. C. “The 
purpose of the scholarship program 
is to assist Eastern Illini’s youth and 
to demonstrate our commitment to 
community,” said President/CEO 
Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

The two students competed for 
the scholarships with other students 
who are the sons and daughters of 
Eastern Illini members. Candi¬ 
dates were judged on academic 
achievement, work and volunteer 
experience, school and community 
activities, goals and knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

Additionally, the two students 
attended Illinois Youth Day in 
Springfield on April 2 and toured 
the nation’s capitol on June 13-20. 
“While in Washington, the students 
got an up close, first-hand look at 

Michael Butler 
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◄ Marlene and Jim 
show some of their 
products. 

Walker’s Prairie Harvest Popcorn: 
m pty fp. In the spirit of “you reap what you 

sow,” Walker H. Evans inadver¬ 

tently started a family tradition 
of harvesting hybrid varieties of pop¬ 

corn that would affect generations to 

come. In 1938, in Iowa, he began 
growing popcorn and was the first 
farmer in his community to produce 

mixed varieties. And in 1963, after 
25 years, he moved to Illinois, con¬ 
tinued to harvest popcorn, and was 
a 40-year member of Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative. Walker H. Ev¬ 
ans produced popcorn for more than 
55 years. His son Jim Evans says, “My 
father grew it for years and he was a 

good consultant,” until his passing in 
2002 at the age of 95. 

In keeping with tradition, the Ev¬ 

ans and Schumacher families of Philo, 

Illinois grow Walker’s Prairie Harvest 
Popcorn in Champaign County on a 

moraine known as Yankee Ridge. 
Jim Evans, along with his wife Mar¬ 
lene, daughter Dena and son-in-law 
Bruce Schumacher, decided to get in 
on this tasty treat. In 1993, the Philo 

families decided to start a project that 
would later develop into the family 
educational fund. Using seeds from 

Grandpa Evans, they started planting 
in a seven-row garden, where Jim and 
Marlene’s home is now. 

The entire family, including niec¬ 
es, nephews and grandson, started 
planting and picking by hand. 

To minimize some of the laborious 

work, they invested in a one-row gar¬ 

den seeder. With this garden seeder, 

a few acres and a kind neighbor with 
an air planter, they were able to get 
this project off to a running start. 
They have just recently, within the 

last few years, purchased a one-row 
corn picker. This 1940s machine 

leaves the kernels on the ear, which 
reduces damage to the kernels. 

Proper care of the kernels is es¬ 

sential for production. The kernels 
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Marlene Evans, and Chris, Diana and Katie Leuth 
inspect each ear of corn before it is processed. 

are picked from slender, tall and of¬ 
tentimes unsteady, corn stalks that 
can grow as high as 10 feet. They also 
come in different colors such as red, 
white, blue, mauve and yellow variet¬ 
ies. Yellow, the commercial popcorn, 
is the most common because it pops 
big kernels and yields high. Mauve, 
however lovely, is not easy to handle 
or grow. The object is to yield corn 
that is tender with a light hull and 
these do not get as large of a yield. 
And what is also interesting is that 
different colored corn has different 
colored silk. The use of colors and 
trying new approaches makes experi¬ 
menting with hybrids a lot of fun. 

The part of the process that is a little 
less exciting is the picking. Although 
the family has a com picker and sheller, 
they still take the bad kernels out by 
hand. Even with insecticides and 
herbicides, the bugs and other insects 
still do damage to the kernels. So the 
best time to take out the bad kernels 
is before it is shelled. This tedious 
process requires them to pick through 
about 26,000 ears of com. And while 
picking the corn, it is essential to do so 
under 20 percent moisture. If it is too 
humid or too dry, then a dryer can be 
used to adjust the moisture levels. 

Until recently, each fall when the 
popcorn was harvested, it was hung in 

mesh bags in the garage to dry. Then 
at the request of his brother-in-law 
Jim, Larry Buffington, owner and 
operator of Winfield Service Center 
in Winfield, created a dryer to dry 
Walker’s Popcorn. In order to make 
the dryer, Larry purchased a 30-gallon 

metal-like garbage can, a piece of pipe, 

a rain trap from a tractor, vents from a 
horse trailer, two motors and a clean¬ 
ing screen. And with these unrelated 

and miscellaneous parts, he designed 

the first invention that would later be 
used for Walker’s Popcorn. “When 
you do all of this by hand,” says Jim, 
“this kind of dryer is helpful. This way 

we can put it in the dryer and the com 
won’t have to hang to dry, we just run 
it through Larry’s dryer.” 

After the popcorn has dried, it is 
then stored in bins and checked again 
when it is time to package. At packag¬ 
ing time, they stick labels on the bottles 
and store them until time of delivery. 
To date, they have used somewhere be¬ 
tween 3,000-4,000 labels. This family 

does all of the processing, packaging 
and delivering themselves. They do 
not consider this a business, but as a 
way to keep family roots strong. The 
revenue from the popcorn flows into 
education, which is providing help to 
grandson Blake, who is now in school. 
Also the nieces, nephews and grand¬ 

son in the process gain knowledge 
about various plants, and it provides 
them with the opportunity to learn 
through hands-on experience. 

Additionally, the adolescent 
generation is learning how the 

community supports one another. 
Walker’s Prairie Harvest Popcorn is 

sold at Art Mart, Jerry’s IGA, Lynn’s 
Collectibles and just recently, in Ga¬ 
lena, at the Great American Popcorn 

Store. The family also sells decorated 

gift mugs, bags or jars, variety packs 
and other packages, as desired, 

and of course they are all filled with 
popcorn! 

They have also earned blue rib¬ 

bons at the 2002 Champaign County 
Fair and the 2002 Illinois State Fair in 

Springfield. They have done very well 
at the Illinois State Fair and often bring 
along a popper to hand out samples. 
The Evan’s family says, “it is fun to 
meet merchants and hear how people 
respond to the products.” The market¬ 
place is telling the family that there is 
a livelihood in this, but the response is 
that it requires too much labor. One 
acre of land is equivalent to 1 ton of 
popcorn and this year they harvested 
1-1/2 acres. 

After 11 years of harvesting Walk¬ 
er’s Prairie Harvest Popcorn, the Evans 
and Schumachers are still carrying on 

the family tradition that began 65 years 
ago. Marlene Evans says, “She enjoyed 
raising a family,” and a great job she has 
done. The younger generation of the 
Evans’ family will learn the importance 
of education, family, community and 
sticking together. Jim Evans, now a 

retired professor of the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign says, “Dad 

was very excited about popcorn and 
was talking about hybrids just before 

his death.” The legacy of Walker H. 

Evans lives on through his ingenuity, 
hard work and family. He has left 
them with the gift of a strong founda¬ 
tion based on family values, and that is 

what Walker’s Prairie Harvest Popcorn 
is all about. 
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Rescheduled 
Geothermal Open House 
At the home of Daniel and Tamara Free 

957 E 1850N Rd., Watseka 
Sat., July 12,9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

The previously scheduled open house at the home 
of Daniel and Tamara Free, 957 E 1850N Rd., 

Watseka will be held July 12 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Come see the most efficient heating and cooling 
system. Free pork burgers, chips and soft drinks 

will be provided. 

GILMAN 

you at the Iroquois 
County Fair 

July 16-20 at Crescent City 

Stop by Eastern Illini’s booth, 
register for prizes and visit with 

us at the southwest corner of 
the commercial building. Our 
marketing representatives will be 

demonstrating the many ways you 
can make your home more energy 

efficient. Be sure and ask us about 

our three-year “Guaranteed Heat¬ 
ing &. Cooling Bill Program” and 

check out our automatic stand-by 

generators. 

Once again, we will be sponsoring 
the informative and entertaining Kyle 

Finley and the “Live Line Demo.” 

Demonstrations will be conducted 
throughout the day on Saturday and 
Sunday, July 19 and 20. 

Eastern Illini, a Touchstone En¬ 

ergy® Cooperative, will also be co¬ 

sponsoring the ITPA Tractor and 
Truck Pull on Sunday, July 20, for 

the second consecutive year. 

See you at the fair! 

Visit Eastern mini's Web site at www.eiec.coop 
The Board Meeting Report is located on 

Eastern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.coop. 

If you have a question or need informa¬ 

tion, check out the El Help Desk. While there, 

learn more about Rebates and Incentives, the 

EIEC Loan Program and much much more. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide mem¬ 

ber-owners with extraordinary value through competitively priced 

services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the 

under-served rural community. 

w A 
Daniel & Tamara 

Free Home 
957 E. 1850 N. Rd. 

1850 N 

1800 N 

4 
To Watseka 
11.0 miles 

Watch the 
“Live Line 

Demo” 
at the I & I 

Antique Tractor 
Show 

July 10-13 
at Penfield 

For the third consecutive 

year, Eastern Illini will be 

sponsoring Kyle Finley and 

the “Live Line Demo” at the 

I & I Antique Tractor Show 

at Penfield on Thurs. through 

Sun., July 10-13. 

See what can happen when 

an object comes in contact 

with 7,200 volts. The dem¬ 

onstration will be educational 

and entertaining. Learn what 

you need to do if you or some¬ 

one else comes in contact with 

a live electric power line. The 

life you save may be someone 

you know. 

While there, check out 

Eastern Illini’s stand-by 

generator display next to the 

“Live Line Demo.” 
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Mike Butler of Tolono spent the week of June 
13-20 exploring Washington D.C. He met with 
Illinois congressional leaders and learned about their 
government during the annual “Youth to Washing¬ 
ton” Tour. This event, sponsored by the electric and 
telephone cooperatives of Illinois, began in the late 
1950s to introduce rural youths to our democratic 
form of government and cooperatives. 

Butler met with Congressman Tim Johnson 
on Capitol Hill and was among 60 rural Illinois 
youth leaders selected for the trip. In addition to 
the Capitol, students also visited the White House, 
Arlington National Cemetery, the National Cathe¬ 
dral, the Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and a number of other historical 
sites. 

In addition to taking in the sights and sounds of 
the nation’s capital, all the state groups convened for 
Rural Electric Youth Day to learn from public figures 
and other inspirational speakers. This year’s Youth 
Day agenda included keynote speaker Lt. Col. Brian 
Birdwell, a survivor of the terrorist’s attack 
on the Pentagon, September 11, 2001. 

Pictured are 
Butler and 
Congressman 
Johnson. 

t S 

Butler also 
visited Gettysburg 
on his way to 
Washington D.C. 
He is shown with 
chaperone John 
Freitag. 

www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
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From left are President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr., Manager of Physical Resources Mike Zalaker, 
Service Technician Luke Olmstead and Service Technician Matt Bachman. 

Fueling the future 
“Eastern Illini Electric Coopera- 

tive is using two products that will 

help the co-op, its farmer members, 

the local economy and the envi¬ 

ronment, as well as help America 

stay independent and strong,” said 

President/CEO Wm. David Cham¬ 
pion Jr. The products are biodiesel 

and ethanol, and the co-op is using 

these fuels to power its fleet of 56 

vehicles into the future. 

Eastern Illini has been running 

a 10 percent ethanol blend in the 

co-op’s 28 gas-powered vehicles for 

more than 20 years now. One bushel 

of corn produces 2-3/4 gallons of 

ethanol. Projected sales in just a few 

years will exceed 4 billion gallons each 

year. That’s good news for American 

farmers. 

In addition, ethanol improves gas 

mileage and isn’t as hard on an engine 

as gasoline. This saves the co-op re¬ 

pair and maintenance costs. Ethanol 

has become such a win-win situation 

for everyone, that the co-op started 

testing alternative diesel fuels for pos¬ 

sible use in its other 28 vehicles. 

Last May, Eastern Illini began 

testing biodiesel fuel in Serviceman 

Mark Scheiwe’s company truck. “It 

Eastern Illini has been 

running a 10 percent 

ethanol blend in the 

co-op's 28 gas-pow- 
y 

ered vehicles for more 

than 20 years nom 

makes sense to use a product that is 

produced in central Illinois and sup¬ 

ports the farming community. I also 

farm and appreciate that the coopera¬ 

tive has been using ethanol to power 

its fleet and is phasing in biodiesel,” 

said Scheiwe. 

“We had no problems with Mark 

Scheiwe’s truck and it has run 32,000 

miles on the biodiesel, so we started 

using the fuel blend in a new truck 

this past June,” said Service Techni¬ 

cian Luke Olmstead. The new truck 

is also running well on the fuel blend 

and the co-op plans to switch over its 

entire fleet sometime this fall. 

Eastern Illini will use an 11 percent 

mixture of biodiesel in all its diesel 

vehicles. “You can use from 2-20 

percent biodiesel. Once you get past 

20 percent, the fuel has to be mixed 

with heat and you have to make 

engine modifications,” said Service 

Technician Matt Bachman. By us¬ 

ing an 11 percent blend, no engine 

modifications were needed. 

“The whole idea is to reduce our 

dependency on foreign oil and sup¬ 

port our local farmers. The product is 

manufactured in Illinois and will help 

our Illinois economy,” said Manager 

of Physical Resources Mike Zalaker. 

According to Heritage FS, a local 
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farm co-op supplying Eastern Illini 

with the fuel, biodiesel also produces 

cleaner exhaust and lower emissions 

than traditional petroleum diesel. 

Traditional diesel fuel contains sul¬ 

fur to increase its lubrication value. 

By removing the sulfur and adding 

soybean oil, biodiesel is a better 

lubricant and doesn’t produce the 

emissions associated with sulfur. 

As of July 1, Illinois state taxes 

were eliminated from all biodiesel fuel 

mixtures 11 percent and up, making 

the fuel more cost competitive. “One 

of the key reasons we’re involved in 

biodiesel is that its environmentally 

friendly and our farmers are growing 

the soybeans. It’s a good opportunity 

to open up the market on soybeans 

and at the same time make us less 

dependent on foreign oil,” said Kevin 

Johnson of Heritage FS. 

With 4,515 miles of line to cover, 

Eastern Illini employees put a lot 

of miles and working hours on the 

28 ethanol-gasoline and 28 diesel 

vehicles. The co-op has two 6,000- 

gallon fuel tanks on the premises that 

must be re-filled every two months 

to keep these vehicles ready to go. 

The amount of fuel used is about 70 

percent diesel and 30 percent ethanol 

gasoline. 

The co-op also has a 500-gallon 

biodiesel tank to fuel its two “testing” 

diesel trucks using the blend. One of 

the 6,000-gallon fuel tanks will be 

converted entirely to biodiesel when 

the fleet switches over. 

“We had some concerns originally 

about the fuel separating. We’ve had a 

jar in our shop for about one year now 

and it hasn’t separated at all. We were 

also concerned about the fuel gelling, 

and although biodiesel is a little more 

prone to gel, we haven’t had any 

problems in the winter months” said 

Zalaker. 

The next time you see one of 

Eastern Illini’s truck rolling past 

you, remember that they are doing 

their part to help our local farmers, 

economy, environment and even 

our country. If you are interested in 

running ethanol or biodiesel fuel in 

your vehicle, contact your local FS 

for more information. 

Make Zalaker (left) looks on as Heritage FS employee Jason Maine 
delivers biodiesel to the co-op. 

Mark Scheiwe has run biodiesel in his truck for one year now with 
no problems. 
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Check out the advantages of a 
geothermal system 

• Most efficient system for heating, cooling and 

domestic hot water 

• High comfort level 

• Easy to use 

• Low maintenance 

• Completely safe 

• Superior humidity control 

You can heat and cool your home inexpensively, 

cleanly, efficiently and safely with the incredible geo¬ 

thermal system. It also provides domestic hot water 

and it’s good for the environment. Furthermore, 

there are no flames and no carbon monoxide. 

Warmth naturally stored within the soil is drawn 

into your home in the winter and the process is 

reversed to cool it in the summer. With a flick of a 

switch on the indoor thermostat, the system changes 

from a heating to a cooling mode. The system pro¬ 

duces four times more energy than it uses, so you 

• No unsightly outdoor equipment 

• Increased property value 

• Environmentally friendly 

• Proven track record 

• Qualifies for EIEC’s residential electric heat 

rate and guaranteed heating and cooling bill 

program 

could save 40 to 70 percent or more on your monthly 

heating bills. 

By installing a geothermal system, you can control 

your future energy costs and take advantage of East¬ 

ern Illini’s 4'Cent electric heat rate and guaranteed 

heating and cooling bill program (see details on page 

9). 

To finance a geothermal system in a new or exist¬ 

ing home, you can apply for a 6.9 percent Eastern 

Illini loan. If you qualify, you can have the payments 

added to your monthly electric bill. 

t Eastern 
Illini Long 

Distance Rates 
Superior quality... 

competitive rates...worry 
free long distance-local 

service 
• No monthly fee 

• 4.90 per minute in Illinois 
• 6.90 per minute 

state-to-state 
• Calling card service - 

190 per minute 
• 800 Number - 
6.90 per minute 

No Contracts! No Hidden Fees! 
Just Plain and Simple! 

For more information, 
call (800) 824-5102 

The end of summer is 
coming. It will soon be time 
for the big yellow buses to 
head down country roads to 
take kids back to school. 
But school time is all 
year long for your electric 

cooperative employees. While your kids are learning about the three 
“Rs” — reading, writing and arithmetic, your co-op employees attend 

classes to stay current on safety techniques, and learn new technology and 
better ways to perform their jobs. 

It’s just one way we show concern for our community, one of four 

Touchstone Energy® program’s core values. We do it because we care. 

A Touchstone Energy5 Cooperative 
The power of human connections 
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Handyman 
electrical 

Planning a home improvement project? Al¬ 
ways remember that working near electrical 

wires or equipment can be dangerous and requires 
special precautions and procedures: 

Wear appropriate clothing, shoes and head¬ 
gear for the job to be done. A hard hat and 
steel-toed footwear will help protect you from 
falling objects. Rubber heels and soles without 
nails help insulate against shock. Clothing should 
fit well and not be too loose or baggy. Do not wear 
metal rings and watchbands that might get caught 
on something. Wear glasses if there is a chance of 
flying particles. 

Use tools that protect you. Use only UL-listed 
power tools. Double insulated power tools offer 
valuable protection against electric shock. Hand 
tools, like screwdrivers and pliers, should have 
insulated handles. 

Keep tools in good condition. Repair or replace 
damaged tools. If an extension cord is used, be sure 
it is protected by a GFCI. 

Use Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters 
(GFCI) on power sources. If you are in the 
process of construction and the power source is 
not protected by a GFCI breaker or outlet, use the 
portable type on an extension cord. 

Keep the work area clean. Good housekeeping 
habits can prevent serious injuries. 

When working in a damp location, take 
precautions against shock. Do not stand on 
wet ground or a damp floor when using electrical 
equipment. Stand on a rubber mat or other non¬ 
conducting material for protection. Use a GFCI. 

Never work on a “hot” electrical circuit. Dis¬ 
connect power to the circuit before you work on 
wiring or equipment. Test the circuit to be sure it is 
not live by plugging in a lamp or circuit tester. Lock 
out or tag the circuit to prevent another person 
from turning power back on. 

Look up before you go up when home repairs 
require a ladder. If you are outdoors, stay away 
from any power lines. 

Check out the incredible rate plans 

available for the month of August. 

Call Today!! 

■ Nextel Direct 
Connect®, the 
Digital Walkie- 
Talkie 

m Multiple Rate 
Plans Available 

■ No Roaming 
Charges 

■ Digital Cellular 

■ Plus More!!! 

ILLI COM 
TELECOMM UN I CATIDNS 

Contact IlliCom today! 

(877) 455-0445 

330 W. Ottawa Rd. 

Paxton 
©2002 Nextel Partners, Inc. All rights reserved. Nextel, the Nextel logo. Nextel Direct Connect and Get right through, are 
registered trademarks and/or service marks of Nextel Communications, Inc. Motorola, the Stylized M logo and all other 
trademarks indicated as such herein are trademarks of Motorola, Inc.® Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off. 

Visit Eastern 
mini’s Web 

site at 
www.eiec.coop 

The Board Meeting Report is located on 
Eastern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.coop. 

Visit the ESP Model Home from your desk¬ 
top, learn how you can earn a 3 percent rebate 
on your electric bill and check out the electric 
fireplace offering. 
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SI THIS 

Here’s a COOL 
Summer offer... 
Get 1 month 
rental and 2 five 
gallon bottles of 
crisp, great tasting 
water...FREE I* 
Just in time to 
beat the heat! 

AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS™ 

Your Water Qualify Source 

1-866-4WATER1 ^ 
Fourth and Blaine 4 P-O. Box 430 4 Cissna Park, IL 60924 

www.aqualitysolution.com 

AN - SCHIPPERT SERVICE    
"Offer valid for new customers only. Deposit required on bottles. Offer expires 9/30/03 

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE 

Local internet Access 
no Long Distance 

Free 24-Hour Technical support 
Local Customer serulce 

Get all this and more with: 

COM 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

IlliCom now offers a 
local dial-up number in 

Bloomington Elliott Monticello 

Buckley Gibson City Paxton 

Champaign Gilman Roberts 

Clifton Hoopeston Sibley 

Crescent City Loda Thawville 

Danville Melvin Watseka 

To get connected, 
call (877) 455-4266 

or stop by 330 W. Ottawa, Paxton 
www.illicom.net 

Purchase a new electric wat 
install it in your home and 

7 $75 rebate! 

i t ■ eivea 
! i £9| 7 

ill** 

To be eligible for the rebate, you must meet the following criteria: 
Purchase a 240-volt electric water heater with a 30-gallon minimum capacity. 

Install the wTater heater in a residential account served by Eastern Illini. 
The water heater may be purchased from any supplier. 

To receive your rebate, submit the following four items: 
A copy of the water heater invoice. 

The water heater’s serial and model numbers. 
Brand of water heater. 

The account number where the water heater is installed. 
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Low interest 
loan program 
available for 

energy efficiency 
upgrades 

Finance an electric heating system, a standby genera- 
tor or a service entrance upgrade through Eastern Illini’s 
low interest loan program of 6.9 percent. 

You can reduce your energy bills through the instal¬ 
lation of more energy efficient equipment and take 
advantage of Eastern Illini’s new guaranteed heating 
and cooling bill program (see details on page 9). Other 
money saving options include our competitive 4-cent 
electric heat rate or the 5-cent interruptible rate. 

Moreover, you can improve the safety, reliability and 
value of your home. 

If you qualify, Eastern Illini will lend you the money 
at the low rate of 6.9 percent and add the payments to 
your monthly electric bills. 

Borrow up to the following amounts: 
$10,000 for a geothermal system 
$5,000 for an all-electric heat installation 
$3,000 for an add-on heat pump 
$10,000 for a standby generator* 
$600/$1,200 for a service entrance upgrade** 

* Account must on interruptible single-phase or inter¬ 
ruptible large power rate 
** Must accompany electric heat or water heater instal¬ 
lation 

Bottled Water 
Your Name... Our Water... Your 

Satisfaction... Guaranteed 
Personalized Bottled Water 

• Fundraisers 
• Churches 

• Promote your business 
• Schools 

• Special Events 
Contact El Bottled Water 

at (800) 824-5102 

Planning to 

dig? It’s the 
law - call 

JULIE 
Planning to dig or disturb 

the earth? IT’S THE LAW 
- CALL JULIE toll free at 
(800) 892-0123 at least TWO 
working days prior to breaking 
ground. The call and the service 
are free to those planning to dig. 
New legislation provides for a 
significant penalty program to 
be enforced through the Illinois 
Commerce Commission. 

When requesting a JULIE 
locate, provide the name, 
telephone number, county, 
township or town, closest town 
and distance, section number, 
excavation site address, nearest 
crossroad and the type of work 
being performed. You will need 
to keep the information you re¬ 
ceive from the operator until 
the work is completed. Each 
request is in effect for 14 days. 

The location of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative’s 
underground power cables 
will be marked with either red 
flags or red spray paint. It is 
the responsibility of the owner 
to inform the excavator of any 
underground power cables that 
are NOT owned by Eastern 
Illini. 

Want to learn more about 
JULIE, check out the Web site 
at www.julielcall.com. 
Be responsible and work 
safely — call JULIE at 
(800) 892-0123 before 
you dig. 

Remember-It’s the law! 
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Save energy in the 
kitchen 

There are many ways to save 
energy in the kitchen that require 
little extra effort. Most of these 
measures will keep your kitchen 
cooler and reduce the amount 
of moisture released into your 
home. These both reduce energy 
costs. 

• Use cold water for cooking, 
even if you’ll heat the water on 
the stove. Hot water that has 
been sitting in your water heater 
isn’t considered wholesome for 
cooking by health experts. 

• Use lids on pots and pans 
when possible to speed cooking. 

• Use pressure cookers for 
foods that require long cooking 
times. This will usually reduce 
the cooking time by three-quar¬ 

ters. 
• Avoid using your full-size 

oven. Use a microwave for small 
meals or leftovers. 

• Check the temperature of 
your refrigerator and freezer using 
an accurate thermometer. Adjust 
your refrigerator so it is no colder 
than 38-40 degrees. Adjust your 
freezer to 0-5 degrees. 

• Run your dishwasher only 
when it’s full. Use the energy sav¬ 
ing cycle to save electricity and 
hot water. 

• Finally, if you’re shopping for 
a new refrigerator or dishwasher, 
look for models that have an 
Energy Star5 label. These are t'he 
most efficient appliances made. 

Prevent High-Voltage 
Spikes! 

Lease an El Home Surge Protection 
System today for only $10 per month 
(Purchase options are also available) 

The El Home Surge Protection “Home Guard” prevents external, 
high voltage spikes and surges from entering your home. The Home 
Guard is placed at the electrical service entrance directly between 
the power coming to your home and your meter - the best place for 
home surge protection. 

Call (800) 824-5102 for complete details 
about El Home Surge Protection. 

Standby 
generators 

now 
available 

Install a standby generator and 
move to our money-saving 5-cent 
interruptible rate. 

Eastern Illini has formed an al¬ 
liance with Midwest Engine Ware¬ 
house to become a dealer for Briggs 
& Stratton standby generators in 
east central Illinois. 

Presently, we are offering a 
6,500 watt portable unit powered 
by gasoline with a keyed start and a 
10 kw stationary generator powered 
by propane or natural gas with an 
automatic start. When the power 
goes off, the 10 kw generator will 
automatically start turning on the 
basic necessities such as heating 
or cooling, sump pump, refrigera¬ 
tion and lighting. When the power 
comes back on, the 10 kw generator 
will automatically shut off. 

Eastern Illini also offers financing, 
installation, servicing and mainte¬ 
nance on these generators. 

See Page 
9 for more 
information 
on Eastern 

Illini Electric 
Cooperative 

■ 

i 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life 
in the under-served rural community. 
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® ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 
ILUNI 

www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

Farm Progress Show returns to 
its roots in Vermilion County 

In 1953, nearly 75,000 people 
joined together at the farm of Earl 
Bass, near Armstrong, to view the 
latest in farming technology at the 
first Farm Progress Show. Fifty years 
later, more than 300,000 people are 
expected to arrive at the Penfield- 
Gernand farms near Henning, only 
10 miles away, for the 50th anni¬ 
versary of the event. The event is 
now held each year for three days, 
alternating between sites in Illinois, 
Indiana and Iowa. 

has attended a number of farm progress 
shows over its 50 year history, including the first one. He 
is pictured with his wife Bernadine. 

Eastern lllini Director Marion 
Chesnut of Rossville recalls 
attending the first Farm Progress 
Show when he was 13. 

The 1953 Farm Progress 
Show was a one-day event 
featuring events such as 
land-judging contests for 
youth, a square dance, 
demonstrations of new 
two-row corn pickers, 
and home economics 
presentations. Grain 
drying equipment and 
irrigation systems 
were just being intro¬ 

duced to the farming community. 
Eastern lllini Director Marion 

Chesnut of Rossville recalls attend¬ 
ing the first show, “I was 13 years 
old and an eighth-grader at Potomac 
Grade School. The school sponsored 

a field trip so I got to attend. Even 
though the first show was on a much 
smaller scale, I remember looking 
around and seeing hundreds of 
people and a lot of equipment dem¬ 
onstrations.” 

James Spannagel also attended 
the first show, and has kept track of 
each show since then. “I went out 
of curiosity mostly. They had a four- 
row planter that year and I only had 
a two-row for my 80 acres. 

“I didn’t know if they were going 
to have another show or not,” he 
says. And when the show was held 
again the next year, he was there; 
and has been at many shows since 
then. 
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and Larry. Middle row are Pete and Margaret. First row are 
Katie, Luke and Ashley. 

Spannagel has seen many changes 
in the show over the years. “In the 
early years they had a new home 
people could go through. It was a 
reward left for the people having the 
show. They got a new home.” 

The show gets bigger every 
year, and this year promises to be 
the largest by far. New events for 
this year include high-tech field 

demonstrations, FFA soil judging, 
a pro-roping clinic and country 
music concerts from Brad Paisley 
and Montgomery Gentry. 

And this year’s show will be firmly 
planted in the roots of the original. 
A 1953 hybrid corn, preserved by 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International until 
now, will be planted just as it was 50 
years ago. A Farmall Super M and 
an M tractor were used to plant the 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

40 acres of corn. Darius Harms used 
his 1947 Farmall M and cultivator to 
fertilize and weed the crop. 

“Things have certainly changed 
in farming in the last 50 years. A 
few days prior to the show, the I&I 
Tractor Club will have a “50 Years 
of Progress” parade to showcase the 
changes. They will parade more than 
50 tractors from Penfield to the show 
site,” says Pete Gemand. 

Three generations of Gemand sons 
are excited to be hosts to the historic 
show this year. Pete, Larry and Andy 
each work the land. The Farm Progress 
Show planners were looking for large 
tracks of land close to the original farm 
site, convenient to airports and hotels, 
with good traffic control and available 
electricity. The Gemand and Penfield 
plots fit that need. 

■ SEPTEMBER 2003 

The show’s site was announced 
a year in advance and Keith Ryan, 
Manager of the show, moved into 
the area in January to start prepara¬ 
tions. Ryan must prepare the land, 
coordinate the show’s events and 
find hundreds of volunteers before 
the show. He will then stay on in 
Vermilion County to return the 
Gernand’s land to normal before 
moving to Alleman, Iowa, the site 
of next year’s show. 

The show will span 1,500 acres, 
the majority of which will be used 
for tent city, booths, parking, the 
country music venue and planting 
demonstrations. 

Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive will power the event. The co-op 
will build, remove and recycle all 
the electrical materials needed. The 
Farm Progress Show is paying for 
construction, removal and usage 
costs. President/CEO Wm. David 
Champion, Jr. says, “We are making 
electricity economical for the show, but 
it won’t cost our members anything.” 

The show will need the help of 
1,500 local volunteers to keep it 
running, and school is out for three 
days to allow students to help out 
and attend the event. 

Champion, Jr. and Electric 
System Coordinator, Mike 
Anderson discuss the 
construction progress of the 
Farm Progress Show. Anderson 
is coordinating the project. 



r 

build lines to bring power 
to the Farm Progress Show. 

The show will benefit not only 
the local economy through hotel 
stays and residual effects, but also 
benefit surrounding farmers. Many 

seed companies brought free seed 
to farmers in exchange for placing 
advertising signs next to the crops. 
“The local farmers and our neigh¬ 
bors have benefited with their crops 
and our roads are being fixed too,” 
says Pete Gernand. 

The Gernands have had to moder¬ 
ately change their planting schedule 
to accommodate the show’s events. 
“We had to change crop rotation a 
little and plan ahead for event space 
and test strips,” says Larry Gernand. 
“The show will compact our land a 
great deal, and could affect the land 
a little for a year or more, but the 
show will till the land to leave it like 
they found it.” 

And although the land may re¬ 
main unchanged, the Gernand fam¬ 
ily will certainly remain changed 
from the experience of hosting the 
show. After the crowds are gone 
and the land is tilled, they will be 
left with the memories. Perhaps the 
show will plant itself in Vermilion 
County again someday. From the 
success of the show over the last 50 
years, we can expect it to last the 
next 50 years as well. 

owned by Earl Bass (right) and operated by Ronald (left) 
and Gene (center) Apland. 
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The 

Annual Farm 
Progress Show 

Henning, IL 
September 23, 24 and 25 

(I&I Tractor Parade 
September 20 and 21.) 

7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

$7 for adults 
$3 for 13-17 year olds 

12 and under free. 

For more information, visit 
www.FarmProgressShow.com. 

Or call the Danville Area 
Convention and Visitor’s 

Bureau at (800) 383-4386. 

Stop by Eastern 
lllini Electric 

Cooperative’s 
tent at the 

Farm Progress 
Show! 

• Learn how to reduce your 
energy bills 

• See displays on energy 
efficiency 

• Experience the Live 
Line Demo 

• Watch WCIA broadcasting 
live from the tent 

• Learn about the co-op’s 
many products and 
services 
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Guaranteed Heating & Cooling 
Bill Program now available to 

Eastern lllini members 
Eastern lllini will guarantee the heating and 

cooling portion of your electric bill for a three-year 
period with our lowest residential rate if you install 
an all-electric heating and cooling system. This 
includes an air source heat pump or geothermal 
system in a new or existing home. 

By properly insulating your home and utilizing 
an air source heat pump or geothermal system 
for your heating and cooling needs, you will ex¬ 
perience significantly lower energy bills and be 
extremely satisfied, utilizing electricity as your sole 
source of energy. Moreover, it’s clean, safe, effi¬ 
cient and pollution free - there’s no flame, fumes 
or carbon monoxide with electricity. 

The EPA has stated, “Geothermal systems are 
the most energy7 efficient, environmentally clean 
and cost-effective space conditioning system avail¬ 
able.” (Source: “Space Conditioning” The Next 
Frontier,” EPA 430R-93-004, April 1993.) 

Eastern lllini will: 

• Perform a blower door test and home energy rat¬ 
ing on your home for the purpose of determining 
the heat-loss and annual heating and cooling 
portion of your electric bill. 

• Provide you with an Energy Star Rating Certifi¬ 
cate that certifies the energy efficiency of your 
home. 

• Guarantee that the annual electric bill for heat¬ 
ing and cooling your home will not exceed a 
specific amount for each of the 12-month periods 
during the first three years. 

• Pay you the difference between the guaranteed 
amount and the actual amount you are billed if 
the heating and cooling costs exceed the guar¬ 
anteed amount. 

• Make available a loan up to $10,000 at 6.9 percent 
interest for a period of seven years if you qualify. 
The loan may include the cost of heating, cooling 
and water heating equipment, insulation, service 
entrance upgrade, installation work and the cost 
of submetering. Furthermore, payments can be 
added to your monthly electric bill. 

The agreement will be in effect for a three-year 
period and the heating and cooling costs will be 
evaluated at the end of each 12-month period. 
Once your home has been certified, the heating 
and cooling cost guarantee will become effective. 
The agreement is between you and Eastern lllini 
and is not transferable if you move from the certi¬ 
fied home. 

For more details, contact Eastern Illini’s 
Marketing Department at (800) 824-5102 or visit 
our Web site at www.eiec.coop. 

SAME 

SAME PEOPLE, SAME COMPANY 
What does it really mean that Schippert WaterCare is now called 
Aquality Solutions? According to business manager Dave Schippert, 
"It was time for a name that better reflects our focus for the 21st 
Century. Thats quality. The quality of your water and quality of our 
service.” Thats exactly what it means. Because behind the new 
name are the same people youve always liked dealing with since 
1965. We still give you the same smiles and same fast professional 
service. If you haven t had your water tested lately, try us out and 
see what we mean. Call 1-866-493-8371 for a FREE water quality 
test. Perhaps we can add a bit more quality to your life. 

AQUALITY 
SOLUTIONS. 

Your Water Quality Source 

1-866-4WATER1 
Fourth and Blaine * P.O. Box 430 4 Cissna Park, IL 60924 

www.aqualitysolution.com 

AN SCHIPPERT SERVICE 
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Lease an El Home Surge Protection 
system for only $10 per month 

(Purchase options are also available) 

Reasons to install El 
Surge Protection: 

Protects your home from power 
surges caused by lightning 
strikes, downed power lines, ani¬ 
mals, electrical load fluctuations 
or contact with tree branches. 

Protects your “white appliances” 
such as dishwasher, 
refrigerator, washing 
machines, clothes 
dryer, freezer, air 
conditioner, furnace, 
stove and garbage 
disposal. 

Protects your in- 
home entertainment 
systems. 

• Protects communica¬ 
tion devices such as 
your computer, printer, 
fax, telephone and an¬ 
swering machine. 

• Gives you an oppor¬ 
tunity to reduce your 
homeowner’s insur¬ 
ance premiums. 

• Gives you 
piece of 
mind knowing your 
home, appliances 
and electronics are 
protected. 

• After installation, 
Eastern Illini provides 
service. 

Reduces your 
out-of-pocket 
replacement 
costs. 

A small investment 
for something that 
protects your 
home, appliances 
and electronics 
from 15 years to a 
lifetime. 

The El Home Surge Protection 
system is placed at the electrical 
service entrance directly between 
the power coming to your home 
and your meter - the best place 
for home surge protection. 

Experience the elegance, warmth and 
charm of an electric fireplace 

Eastern Illini members can 
purchase an electric fireplace 
or stove for as little as $449. 

• Patented Electraflame® 

technology lets you adjust the 

flame action and brightness to 

suit the moment. 

• Authentic wood fire flame ef¬ 

fect creates the look and feel 

of a real wood fire. 

• No chimney or venting required. 

Installations are easy and usually 

take less than an hour. 

• Completely portable, plugs 

into a standard wall re¬ 

ceptacle offering instant 

fireplace ambiance for any 

room. 

• Separate controls allow you 

to operate the flame with or 

without heat. 

• Built-in thermostat controls 

room temperature. 

• Clean, safe and efficient. 

No open flame. Operates 

for about $5 per month. 

Order your new electric fireplace today! 
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Save money and 
the environment 

with energy 
conservation 

Energy efficiency creates positive benefits at once. You 
can lower your energy costs, reduce pollution and make 
your home more comfortable. You win, and so does our 
environment. 

Here are some home energy-savings techniques to 
get you started: 

• Replace incandescent bulbs with compact fluo¬ 
rescent lights. These bulbs use only about a third 
as much electricity and last 10 times longer. 

• Clean or replace furnace and air conditioning fil¬ 
ters regularly. A dirty filter can lower your furnace 
and air conditioner’s energy consumption. 

• Caulk or use expanding foam anywhere you find 
air leaks. 

• Install double-pane windows with low-e coatings 
or add storm windows. 

• Insulate your water heater and hot water pipes. 

• Install a geothermal system or air source heat 
pump. 

• Set your hot water heater no higher than 140° F if 
you have a dishwasher. Otherwise, set it at 120° E 

• Turn off electronics when not in use. 

• Do only full loads when using your clothes washer 
or dryer, and be sure to clean your clothes dryer’s 
lint trap after each use. 

• Fix defective plumbing or dripping faucets. 

• Turn off lights when you leave a room. 

• Use a programmable thermostat. For each degree 
you lower your thermostat in winter, you can save 
about 3 percent. 

• Purchase Energy Star rated products including 
refrigerators, dishwashers, washer and dryers, 
computers, etc. 

I6f ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ SEPTEMBER 2003 

Providing value 
you can trust 

Members of your local Touchstone Energy® elec¬ 
tric cooperative trust their cooperative to provide 
reliable and affordable electric power. That’s because 
members own the co-op and have a voice in how the 
business is run. 

Plus, your electric cooperative works for you, not 
for profits - another value of co-op membership. 

Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative 

Your Name... Our Water... Your 
Satisfaction... Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 

• Fundraisers 
• Churches 
• Promote your business 
• Schools 
• Special Events 

Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-5102 



Local Internet Access 
No Long Distance 

Free 24-Hour Technical Support 
Local Customer Service 

Get all this and more with: 

COM 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

IlliCom now offers a 
local dial-up number in 

Bloomington Elliott Monticello 
Buckley Gibson City Paxton 

Champaign Gilman Roberts 
Clifton Hoopeston Sibley 

Crescent City Loda Thawville 
Danville Melvin Watseka 

To get connected, 
call (877) 455-4266 

or stop by 330 W. Ottawa, Paxton 
www.illicom.net 

Standby 
generators 
available 

Install a standby generator and take advantage of our 
money saving 50 interruptible rate. 

Eastern Illini has formed an alliance with Midwest 
Engine Warehouse to become a dealer for Briggs & 
Stratton standby generators in east central Illinois. 

Presently, we are offering a 6,500 watt portable unit 
powered by gasoline with a keyed start and a 10 kw 
stationary generator powered by propane or natural gas 
with an automatic start. When the power goes off, the 
10 kw generator will automatically start turning on the 
basic necessities, such as heating or cooling, sump pump, 
refrigeration and lighting. When the power comes back 
on, the 10 kw generator will automatically shut off. 

Eastern Illini also offers financing, installation, servic¬ 
ing and maintenance on these generators. 

Lower your 
heating & cooling 

costs with a 
geothermal system 
• Simple - Just a flick of the switch delivers whis¬ 

per-quiet warm or cool air. 
• Economical - Qualifies for Eastern Illini’s 4 

cent electric heat rate and guaranteed heating 
and cooling bill program. 

• Safe - There is no open flame or carbon monoxide 
danger. 

• Reliable - In use for more than 30 years, millions 
of units are in operation in every section of the 
country. 

• Healthful - There is no dried-out air to irritate 
your nose or throat. 

• Comfortable - Provides controlled humidity 
levels and constant temperatures all year long. 

How do geothermal systems work? 
A geothermal heating and cooling system has two 

parts that are sized according to the dimensions of the 
home: a heat exchange unit installed in the home and 
an earth loop buried in the ground or immersed in a 
body of water located near the home. Typically, the earth 
loop is a close loop made of high-density polyethylene, a 
very durable material, installed vertically, horizontally or 
coiled. Professionally installed loops are guaranteed for 
more than 50 years of trouble-free use. An environmen¬ 
tally friendly water and antifreeze solution is circulated 
through the loop and transfers heat between the home 
and ground. A geothermal system uses the inexhaustible 
free earth energy and provides up to four times more 
energy than it uses. 

The geothermal system changes from a heating 
mode to a cooling mode with a flick of a switch on the 
indoor thermostat. In the cooling mode, the system 
takes heat from indoors and transfers it to the cooler 

| earth through the underground loop system. While in 
the heating mode, the system takes heat from the ground 
and transfers it into the home. 

Visit Eastern 
mini’s Web site at 
www.eiec.coop 

The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern 
Iliini’s Web site at www.eiec.coop. While there, learn 
about convenient payment options, the lotc interest ban 
program and what to do when your power goes off. 
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Looking for a cellular 
phone with digital cellular 
service and walkie-talkie 

capabilities? 
Look no further! 

With Nextel you 
will receive: 

• Multiple rate 
plans available 

• No roaming 
charges 

• Nextel Direct 
Connect®, the 
Digital Walkie- 
Talkie 

• Digital Cellular 
Service 

• Plus more! 

IlliCom Telecommunications offers Nextel 
digital cellular and long'range walkie-talkie 
service to East Central Illinois. 

NEXTEL 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 

ILLI COM 
TFI Fnn M M I I N I RATI n N 

Contact IlliCom today! 

(877) 455-0445 

330 W Ottawa Rd. 

Paxton 
©2002 Nextel Partners, Inc. All rights reserved. Nextel. the Nextel logo, Nextel Direct Connect and Get right through., 
registered trademarks and/or service marks of Nextel Communications, Inc. Motorola, the Stylized M logo and all oti 
trademarks indicated as such herein are trademarks of Motorola. Inc.® Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off. 
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See Page 9 for more 
information on 

Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative. 

ii 

July storms create 
havoc on Eastern 

mini’s system 
Severe lightning and strong winds damaged Eastern 

lllini’s entire system intermittently during the entire 
month of July. 

Our linemen worked long hours under difficult condi¬ 
tions to restore electric service. 

We want to thank you for reporting the damage and for 
your patience and understanding until service restoration 
could be completed. ■ 

Jr 
Protect your home 
& property with a 

security light 
When the quiet of night rolls around, you’ll have peace of 

mind with a security light from your electric cooperative. 
Nothing discourages a would-be burglar or trespasser 

like a brilliant security light. Today’s security lights are 
brighter and more efficient than evjer. And since the secu¬ 
rity light turns itself on at dusk and off at dawn, it never 
wastes electricity. 

Today, a security light is a necessity for every home 
and farm - providing you with safe, secure protection for 
your family and possessions. 

So, put a little light in your night - and call Eastern 
lllini today for all the details. Outdoor security lighting 
will protect your property for just a few cents a day. 

Your cooperative offers the following security lighting 
at a reasonable cost: 
• 100-watt high pressure sodium light - $6.30 per 

month 
• 175-watt mercury vapor light - $7.35 per month 
• 400-watt mercury vapor light - $12.00 per month 
• 250-watt high pressure directional lighting - $11.00 

per month 
• 400-watt high pressure directional lighting - $14.00 

per month 
You will receive the first two months free for any new 

security light rental! 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life 
in the under-served rural community. 
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STERN ILUNI 
ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy1 Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

Across the President/CEO's desk 
Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

The Northeast blackout and 
fixing the electric grid 
As U.S. and Canadian authorities 

investigate the causes of the Au¬ 
gust blackout in the Northeast, the 
U.S. Congress is in the final stage of 
hammering out a national energy bill 
to send to the President. An overall 
national energy policy is important, 
but if we have learned any lessons 
from recent history like the Midwest 
price spikes, the California electric¬ 
ity crisis, and the massive Northeast 
blackout, it is that we cannot afford 
to make mistakes in the electricity 
part of the legislation. 

What got us to where we 
are today 

Electricity is unlike any other en¬ 
ergy commodity. It cannot be stored. 
It must be used in the instant it is 
produced. It must be transported by 
wire. And it is not easily substituted 
for, particularly in the short-term. 
Because of this, the nation’s electric 
system is ripe for manipulation, 
price gouging and miscalculation. 
That has happened, and that is the 
dark side. 

The bright side is the North 
American electric system, the larg¬ 
est machine invented by mankind, 
has worked amazingly well over the 
last 7 5 years. The manipulation and 
price gouging by some large power 

companies in the late 1920s were 
corrected when Congress enacted 
the Public Utility Holding Company 
Act and the Federal Power Act. Con¬ 
sumer-owned electric cooperatives 
were the last piece of the puzzle as 
the new electric industry grew, giv¬ 
ing people an opportunity to provide 
themselves with electricity by rely¬ 
ing on their own initiative and good 
judgment to act in the interests of 
themselves and their communities. 
The combination of adequate federal 
and state regulation of profit-making 
utilities, while relying on the good 
judgment of consumers to manage 
the electric cooperatives they had 
formed, has been a successful for¬ 
mula. 

In 1992, Congress repealed a 
portion of the Public Utility Hold¬ 
ing Company Act and modified the 
Federal Power Act to promote wider 
access to the existing transmission 
system and wholesale competition 
in the generation of electricity. That 
experiment obviously has had mixed 
results. California compounded the 
problem by preventing utilities 
from owning the electric generation 
needed to serve their customers, and 
instituting a poorly designed market 
with flawed market rules. While the 
intent was to create a market not 

OCTOBER 2003 

dominated by utilities, the actual 
result was to separate generation 
from the utility’s responsibility to 
serve customers. California and the 
entire West are still paying the price 
for that big mistake. 

Where we are today 
Even though the lights are back 

on, the real work is just beginning. 
We need national energy legislation 
that promotes increased reliability 
and protects consumer interests. 
Before the blackout the House and 
Senate passed versions of an energy 
bill that will have to be reconciled 
in a conference committee. Co-op 
leaders favor the Senate approach. 

The House bill would totally 
repeal the Public Utility Hold¬ 
ing Company Act and modify the 
Federal Power Act, resulting in 
vastly reduced protections for con¬ 
sumers and investors. It seriously 
reduces federal regulation of the 
investor-owned power companies 
and increases federal regulation of 
consumer-owned and operated not- 
for-profit cooperatives. 

The House bill also seeks to 
take more money from consumers 
in transmission charges and give it 
to the big power companies, hoping 
that they will use the money to invest 
in transmission upgrades. The Sen¬ 
ate bill also repeals the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act, but replaces 
it with good consumer protections 
that require power companies to 
show they are actually benefiting 
consumers. The Senate leadership 
position emphasizes the “just and 
reasonable” test for transmission 
pricing and recognizes the impor- 

* (Continued on 16b) 
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u (Continued from 16a) 
tant differences in motivation be¬ 
tween absentee-owned, for-profit 
investor-owned utilities, and con¬ 
sumer-owned, not-for-profit electric 
cooperatives, by mandating federal 
regulation of investor-owned power 
companies and relying on consumer 
regulation of cooperative electric sys¬ 
tems. 

1 Legislative goals 
The choice is clear. The goal is 

a modern, reliable, affordable elec¬ 
tric system capable of meeting the 
requirements of today’s electronic 
society. The Senate electricity pro¬ 
posals look at the past and the future 
in a realistic way. Congress should 
pass the Senate’s version of electric¬ 
ity legislation. 

The House bill ignores the lessons 
of the past, demonstrates a blind faith 
in “market forces,” and provides no 
guarantee that the millions of dollars 
prescribed for upgrades will actually 
improve service or otherwise benefit 
consumers. 

Electric cooperatives agree the 
electric transmission system is in¬ 
adequate and believe the solution is 

to reduce the financial risk associ¬ 
ated with transmission investments. 
Cooperatives believe that once a new 
piece of transmission is proven to be 
necessary, and approved by the ap¬ 
propriate regional authority, its cost 
should be rolled into the rate base 
and recovered like other transmis¬ 
sion assets over its useful life. 

If the government can substan¬ 
tially reduce the financial risk, 
transmission will become a safer 
investment and require a lower rate 
of return to attract the necessary 
investment. That is not just our 
opinion. That view is shared by a 
Wall Street investment firm, which 
testified to that effect in Congress 
two years ago. 

We also need a set of national 
standards to assure the system 
operates reliably and efficiently. 
Electric cooperatives operate a well- 
maintained electric infrastructure in 
some of the toughest terrain in the 
nation, and have done it for years. 
The Rural Utilities Service, formerly 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion, has played a critical role in 
reducing risk by (1) assuring that 
prices to consumers are adequate to 

pay for the system, and (2) requiring 
electric cooperatives to adhere to a 
set of design and operating standards 
for the system. 

Electric cooperatives have a 
model that is working both for 
consumers and the nation. Let’s 
hope that this investigation ushers 
in a new approach to the creation 
of a national transmission grid — 
one based on the principle that in 
exchange for a just and reasonable 
rate of return on low-risk transmis¬ 
sion investment, owners must adopt 
appropriate national standards for 
the construction and maintenance 
of the national transmission system 
and must be held accountable for its 
safe and reliable operation. 

Let’s hope the investigation of 
the blackout is not used to advance 
an agenda that will not serve the 
people well. If the investigation is 
a serious attempt to find the causes 
of the blackout, and proposes real¬ 
istic solutions for investing in and 
improving the transmission system, 
it will conclude that the electric co¬ 
operatives’ “national standards” and 
“reduced risk” model should be the 
preferred alternative. 

The cooperative difference . 
People working together to find solutions 

Finding the best solution by work¬ 
ing together. That’s what coop¬ 

eratives are all about. 
Member-owned and 

democratically controlled 
enterprises, cooperatives 
belong to the people who 
use them — people who 
have organized to provide them¬ 
selves with the goods and services 

not being met by other types of busi¬ 
nesses. 

All across America, 120 
million people are finding 
solutions to community needs 
through their cooperatives. 
This means cost-savings, less 
risk and more choices for 

America’s consumers and producers. 
And more choices mean more innova- 

they need when those needs are tion in the marketplace and more acces¬ 

sible products and services. Today, 
more than 48,000 cooperatives ex¬ 
ist for farming, banking, housing, 
childcare, healthcare, electric and 
telephone service, food retailing 
and other goods and services. 

People trust their cooperatives to 
help them find solutions. Support 
your local cooperatives. 

For more information about 
cooperatives, visit www.ncba.org. 
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Credentials committee selected 
Nominating Petitions for the March 13, 2004, Director 

Election will be available December 15, 2003 

Wayne Apperson of Foosland, 
Terry Bose of Anchor, Michael 

Caise of Beaverville, John Wilkening 
of Cissna Park and David Schmidt 
of Ivesdale have been appointed by 
the Board of Directors to a serve a 
1-year term on the Credentials Com¬ 
mittee. The Credentials Committee 
will meet at the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters on January 29 to review 
the qualifications of all candidates 
who file nominating petitions to 
determine their eligibility to serve 
as directors of the cooperative. 

Directors in Directorate Districts 
1, 4 and 8 will be elected at the 
March 13, 2004, annual meeting. 
Incumbent directors Kay Horsch 
of Dewey, District 1; Harold Toy of 
Beaverville, District 4; and Charles, 
D. Day, Jr. of Bement, District 8 have 
indicated that they will seek re-elec¬ 
tion. 

Nominating petitions can be 
picked up at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, 
December 15, 2003, at Eastern II- 
lini Electric Cooperative, 330 W. 

Ottawa, Paxton. Each member 
who desires to be elected to the 
board of directors must have their 
petition signed by not less than 
twenty-five (25) members of the 
cooperative. Petitions must be filed 
at the cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 28, 2004. 

The nominating process is 
conducted in accordance with the 
following provision of the Cooper¬ 
ative’s bylaws, Article III, 

Section 3.5: 
Nominations: 

‘Any member of the cooperative 
in good standing who desires to be 
elected to its Board of Directors may 
be nominated by petition signed by not 
less than twenty'five (25) members 
and filed with the Secretary of the 
Cooperative not less than forty'five 
(45) days prior to the annual meet' 
ing of members. Nominations from the 

floor shall not be permitted. The 
Secretary of the Cooperative shall 
cause to be prepared and posted 
at the principal office of the Co' 
operative at least thirty (30) days 
before the annual meeting, a list of 
the nominations for Directors thus 
filed with him or her. 

“A specimen ballot marked 
“Ballot for Directors" containing 
the names and addresses of all 
nominees listed in the order de¬ 
termined by lot conducted by the 
Board of Directors of the Coopera' 
tive shall be printed in or mailed 
with the notice of the meeting. The 
Secretary shall also have printed in 
or mailed with the said notice of 

the meeting or separately not less 
than ten (10) days prior to said 
annual meeting, a statement of the 
number of directors to be elected 
and the district from which they 
are to be elected. ” 

Stop writing checks! 
Use Eastern mini’s DIRECT PAY PLAN to pay your bill There is a simple, convenient way 

to pay your bill and the payment 
will always be on time. The Direct 
Pay Plan works by electronically deb¬ 
iting your bank account each month 
for the exact amount of the bill. 
Direct Pay is especially convenient 
if you are away from home for an 
extended time. Payment is automati¬ 
cally withdrawn and transferred to 
Eastern Illini on the due date noted 
on your bill, approximately 15 days 
from the date your bill is mailed. You 
will continue to receive an Eastern 
Illini statement. 

You can specify your checking or 

savings account at any bank, savings 
and loan, or credit union that offers 
electronic payment. Most financial 
institutions offer this service, but 
you might call yours to check. 

Your bill will show your monthly 
electric use, the due date and 
amount of your payment so you can 
track your electrical use and have 
ample time to update your bank ac¬ 
count. The payment will also appear 
on your checking or savings account 

statement. 
Direct Pay is free and you may 

cancel the service at any time. 
Direct Pay is another “powerful 

solution” for Eastern Illini mem¬ 
bers. 

Eastern Illini also accepts Visa 
and MasterCard payments, includ¬ 
ing bank debit cards. 

Sign up for this service today. 
Call (800) 824-5102 or visit our 
Web site at www.eiec.org for an 
enrollment form. 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperat 
petitively priced services and 

member-owners with extraordinary value through com- 
in the under-served rural community. 
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Cocka-doodle-doo. That’s the alarm 
clock at the farm of Tom, Cindy and 

Emily Tucker, just outside of Gibson 
CityT. After the rooster crows, it’s time 
to prepare to feed the other occupants 
of the farm, all 75 or so livestock and 
pets, plus an innumerable amount of 
rabbits and chickens. 

First, the five miniature dachshunds 
and their tiny pups bark greetings as 
food is poured into their bowls. The 
Tuckers breed and sell the miniature 
dachshunds. “They’re great dogs, full 
of energy,” says Emily. Then it’s out 
to the barn to feed the six small goats 
clamoring at their gate. “We have 
one fainting, two newbian and three 
pygmy goats. Fainting goats are named 
that because they pass out when they 
hear really loud noises, but this one 
doesn’t faint much, it really takes a lot 
to scare him,” says Emily, looking into 
the cluster of goats, all begging for her 
attention. 

While the goats gobble up their 
hay, four quarter horses, some retired 
from the race track, whinny for their 
breakfast. “I know I need to think 
about putting her down,” says Emily, 
caressing a beautiful sorrel mare, “but, 
it has just been too hard to think about 
yet. She’s been with me a long time.” 
Emily’s parents owned the race track 
near Gibson City. “I was a track brat,” 
says Emily, “horses have always been a 
part of my life.” 

Beside the large horses are their di¬ 
minutive “cousins,” a herd of miniature 
horses, 12 in all, plus their wee foals. 
The little horses are registered both 
AMHR (American Miniature Horse 
Registry) and AMHA (American 
Miniature Horse Association). AMHR 

horses are 36-inches and under, AMHA purchase of one stud and two mares 
horses must be 34-inches and under, by Emily several years ago. They 
The tiny foals are about knee-high to sell most of the offspring and have . 
the petite Emily, while their parents found quite a market for them. / 
are just over waist high. The Tuckers “The horses are just great and /i 
breed the horses, having one stud and can be entered in shows. They /y 
11 mares. The herd began with the can also hold about 60 pounds Jm 
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Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO tours the barn with 
Emily, as they discuss her love of animals. 

TOP PHOTO: A tiny miniature cow 
looks on as the miniature donkey 
herd strolls past. 

LEFT PHOTO: This tiny foal is sure to 
grow into a beautiful miniature horse. 

so they’re good for children.” 
Just beyond the diminutive horses is a full- 

sized llama, eyeing the proceedings carefully. 
“We bought him on a whim at a sale,” Emily 
explains, “he’s very gentle.” 

By this time of the morning, the three min¬ 
iature cows are lolling their impatience. The 
youngest is about the size of its little neighbor 
horses. “We bought the two cows when they 
were one week old and bottle fed them,” says 

Emily. They developed very quickly into 
their petite full-grown forms. 

The braying of the 20 miniature 
donkeys can be heard throughout the 
barn, calling to Emily for her attention. 
The entire group of miniature animals 
began with Emily’s father’s purchase of 
a miniature jenny donkey in 1999. “Our 
animals just kind of grew from there,” 
she says. 

One of the miniature donkeys is 
special to Emily. “Belle is blind. She 
developed leptospirosis a few years ago. 
I keep her and her foal separated from 
the other donkeys, out here in a pasture 
with a retired cutting horse. She’s my 
baby.” 

When the barn animals are satis¬ 
fied with their breakfasts, the three 
barn cats, often with a new litter of 
kittens following behind them, politely 
ask for their meal. And finally, food is 
laid out for the innumerable amount of 
rabbits and chickens. “We’ve lost track 
of how many chickens and rabbits there 
are. They just reproduce too fast. Every 
now and then we catch one for someone 
to have as a pet, but most of them are 
pretty wild.” 

Feeding and caring for the animals is 
a full time job, and the family has hired 
Anthony Brewer to help them. Emily 
stays in Urbana during the Spring and 
Fall to attend the University of Illinois. 
She is studying to be a veterinarian. 
Her experiences at home are not only 
helping her in her studies, but also help¬ 
ing to pay her school fees. “We use all 
the money from breeding sales to go 
towards my tuition,” says Emily, who 
hopes to stay in the area to practice her 
trade. She is already using her skills to 
care for any sick animals on the farm. 

Tom runs the Gibson Materials 
Company, a ready mix plant, and Cindy 
is a dental hygienist in Fairbury. The 
teamwork of the Tuckers has helped 
Emily to be able to achieve her goals. 

And the Tuckers use the farm to help 
teach others as well. “We’ve had bible 
schools and daycares come to the farm 
to learn about the animals. Not to men¬ 
tion all the people who stop along the 
road to get out of their cars and look. 
We must be quite a sight,” says Emily. 

Quite a site indeed is the Tucker 
farm surrounded by fields on Route 9. 
The next time you drive by, take a peek, 
perhaps you’ll see the running herds of 
tiny horses, donkeys, cows and dogs. 
It is certainly a “small world” for the 
Tucker family. 
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Two geothermal open houses 
to be held in October 

RorK burgers and soft drinks 
provided by Eastern mini 

Attend the geothermal open houses and see the extraordinary geothermal systems. A geother¬ 
mal system heats and cools your home and provides domestic hot water all year long. This safe, 
clean, comfortable and environmentally friendly system will save you between 40 to 70 percent 
on your heating bills and you can take advantage of Eastern mini’s 4-cent electric heat rate and 
guaranteed heating and cooling bill program. 

To finance a geothermal system in a new or existing home, you can apply for a 6.9 percent 
Eastern lllini loan. If you qualify, you can have the payments added to your monthly electric bill. 

Stop by the open houses and learn how you can control your future energy costs. 
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Take advantage of Eastern mini’s 
Guaranteed Heating & Cooling Bill Program 

Eastern Illini will guarantee the 
heating and cooling portion of 

your electric bill for a three-year pe¬ 
riod with our lowest residential rate 
if you install an all-electric heating 
and cooling system. This includes an 
air source heat pump or geothermal 
system in a new or existing home. 

By properly insulating your 
home and utilizing an air source 
heat pump or geothermal system 
for your heating and cooling needs, 
you will experience significantly 
lower energy bills and be extremely 
satisfied utilizing electricity as your 
sole source of energy. Moreover, it’s 
clean, safe, efficient and pollution 
free - there’s no flame, fumes or 
carbon monoxide with electricity. 

The EPA has stated, “Geother¬ 
mal systems are the most energy ef¬ 
ficient, environmentally clean and 
cost-effective space conditioning 
system available.” (Source: “Space 
Conditioning: The Next Frontier, 
EPA 430R-93-004, April 1993). 

Eastern Illini will: 
■ Perform a blower door test and 

home energy rating on your home 
for the purpose of determining 
the heat loss and annual heating 
and cooling portion of your elec¬ 
tric bill. 

■ Provide you with an Energy Star 
Rating Certificate that certifies 
the energy efficiency of your 
home. 

■ Guarantee that the annual elec¬ 
tric bill for heating and cooling 
your home will not exceed a 
specific amount for each of the 
12-month periods during the first 
three years. 

■ Pay you the difference between 
the guaranteed amount and the 
actual amount you are billed 
if the heating and cooling 
costs exceed the guaran¬ 
teed amount. 

■ Make available a loan up 
to $10,000 at 6.9 percent 
interest for a period of 
seven years if you qualify. 
The loan may include the 
cost of heating, cooling and 
water heating equipment, insu¬ 
lation, service entrance upgrade, 
installation work and the cost 
of submetering. Furthermore, 
payments can be added to your 
monthly electric bill. 
The agreement will be in effect 

for a three-year period and the heat¬ 
ing and cooling costs will be evalu¬ 
ated at the end of each 12-month 
period. Once your home has been 

|*ng| 

certified, the heating and cooling 
cost guarantee will become effective. 
The agreement is between you and 
Eastern Illini and is not transfer¬ 
able if you move from the certified 
home. 
For more details, contact Eastern 

Illini’s Marketing Department 
at (800) 824-5102 or visit our 

Web site at www.eiec.coop. 

There are no hidden fees, charges or tolls. Calls may 
be placed anywhere in the U.S. A call from a pay phone 
will be charged a one-minute connection fee. To obtain 
additional minutes, use a credit card or charge it to your El 
Long Distance bill. 

Set a special time each week to talk with your children 
or grandchildren. Stay connected! 
Call Eastern Illini and Get Yours Today! 

Your children or grandchildren are back in school. They 
may be a long distance from home and you just want 

to know how they are doing. Eastern Illini has a solution 
-a prepaid phone card! 

Contact El Bottled Water at 
(800) 824-51 02 

£ Sottlodj Wator 
^ Your Name... Our Water... 

Your Satisfaction... Guaranteed 

Personalized Bottled Water 

m Schools 
■ Special events 
■ Fundraisers 
■ Churches 
■ Promote your business 
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Visit Eastern mini’s 
Web site at 

The BOARD MEETING REPORT is located on Eastern 
Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.coop. Make sure you check out the 
STANDBY GENERATOR, ELECTRIC FIREPLACE and 
HOME SURGE PROTECTION offerings. 

See Page 9 for more information on 
Eastern mini 

Electric Cooperative 

Lookins for local 
Internet service? 
Look no further. 

IlliCom Telecommunications is now offering 
local dial-up numbers for: 

Bloomington Gibson City Paxton 
Buckley Loda Roberts 
Champaign Melvin Sibley 
Elliott Monticello Thawville 

**IIHCom now offers High-Speed Internet to: 
Cissna Park, Gilman, Milford, Paxton & Rantoul 

ILL! 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

Contact IlliCom today to get connected. 
(877) 455-4266 • 330 W. Ottawa, Paxton 

www.illicom.net 

"Preferred Member Benefits" 
For 

Eastern lllini j 
Electric Cooperative 
Members 

Comprehensive Water Testing 
Softened Water 
Whole House Water Filtering 
Reverse Osmosis DrmKiiiS 
Bottled Water 
Residential and Commercial 9ai\LQ3ee 

• Six months same as cash 
• Discounted financing interest rates 

• Includes free labor to install a typical 
residential softner 

• Free startup supply of salt 

Your Water Quality Source 
1 (866) 492-8371 

NEXT 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 

Nextel Direct 
Connect®, the 
Digital Walkie-Talkie 

Multiple Rate Plans 
Available 

No Roaming 
Charges 

Digital Cellular 

Plus More!!! 

Purchase a NEXTEL phone 
by October 31,2003 and 

receive a free car charger! 

ILLI c 0 M 
TELECdMMUNIC AT IONS 

Contact IlliCom today! 

(877) 455-0445 

330 W. Ottawa Rd. 

Paxton 
£'2002 Nextel Partners, Inc. All rights reserved. Nextel. the Nextel logo, Nextel Direct Connect and Get right through.; 
registered trademarks and/or service marks of Nextel Communications, Inc Motorola, the Stylized M logo and all otl 
trademarks indicated as such herein are trademarks of Motorola, Inc.® Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off. 
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PAXTON, ILLINOIS 
www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy’' Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

STERN ILUNI 

to be awarded to four ■ _ 

OFFICIAL RULES 
♦ Four $1,000 scholarships will be awarded each year. 
♦ Three scholarships per year will be awarded to students 

who are the sons or daughters of Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tive members who are currently receiving service from the 
cooperative at the time the scholarship applications are 
submitted. 

♦ One scholarship a year will be awarded to a student who 
is the son or daughter of an Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tive employee or director. 

♦ A scholarship applicant is eligible for consid¬ 
eration in only one of the two above categories, 
and is eligible to apply through only one electric 
cooperative. 

♦ The applicant must be a high school senior. 
♦ Scholarships may be used for educational costs at any two-year or 

four-year accredited college or university in Illinois, including 
vocational/technical schools. 

♦ Scholarship winners will be expected to be “full time” students (at 
least 12 hours). 

♦ Scholarships are for one year and are not renewable. 
♦ Scholarships will be awarded based on grade point average, college 

entrance test scores, work and volunteer experience, participation in 
school and community activities, biographical statement and knowledge 
of electric cooperatives as demonstrated by a short essay. 

♦ Deadline for receipt of completed applications and submissions is 
IANUARY 1. 2004. 

♦ Scholarship winners will be notified by May 1, 2004. 

WOO) 07 
or 

Eastern mini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through com¬ 
petitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Energy conservation and electric 
safety at Farm Progress Show 

Helping to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Farm 
Progress Show was Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative. 
The co-op not only set the poles and lines necessary to 
bring power to the event, but set up a large booth area in 
tent city that focused on energy conservation and electric 
safety. 

“This is one of the largest tent cities the show has ever 
had and we’re happy to be a part of it,” said Eastern Illini 
President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. “The Farm 
Progress show is a wonderful opportunity to showcase 
energy efficiency and to show what we are doing as a co-op 
to promote energy efficiency methods to our members.” 

The tent hosted Doug Rye, a radio personality famous 
for his energy conservation tips. Rye gave several semi¬ 
nars, where he advised the large crowds of listeners of 
simple ways to save money on their utility bills. 

Vendors inside the tent modeled and explained the 
benefits of geothermal heating and cooling systems, 
cellulose insulation, 
new insulated wall 
techniques, heating 
panels, energy ef¬ 
ficient lighting and 
triple-pane windows, 
all of which can help 
save money on elec¬ 
tricity bills. 

The co-op also 
showcased some of 
its services geared 

towards improv¬ 
ing the quality of 
life of its members. 
Standby generators 
are offered from the 
co-op to keep the 
power on at all times. 

■ (Continued on 16d) 

Energy efficient lighting was just one of the displays inside 
the tent. 

Ryan Braxton, son of Anne Marie and Brent 
Miles, and grandson of Cathy and Pat Gallahue, 
Marketing Advisor for EIEC, enjoys the show. 

Robert Reese and Gabrielle Martin from WCIA broadcast 
live from the co-op's tent throughout the day. 

farming industry has seen, an antique tractorcade was held 
two days prior to the show and two tractors from each 
year 1947-2003 were positioned at the show’s entrance 
gates. 

One of these tractors belonged to Darius Harms of 
Flatville. He used his 1947 Farmall M to maintain a crop 
of 1953 hybrid corn. The crop, kept in cold storage until 
now, was planted just the way it would have been in 
1953. 

And though the crops and equipment used to main¬ 
tain it have continued to change, farmers can count on 
one thing. They know that a visit to the Farm Progress 
Show will keep them up to date on new technologies to 
make their jobs easier and more efficient. And you can 
bet that the fields will be ready next September in Iowa, 
and that Captain Stubby will be there to entertain. But, 
as all farmers know, you can’t bet on the weather. 
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Also, the many water services of¬ 
fered by Eastern Illini’s subsidiary 
operation, AQUAlity Solutions 
were demonstrated. Visitors to the 
tent learned about water softening, 
conditioning and filtering options, 
along with personalized bottled 
water from El Bottled Water. 

Elegant electric fireplaces were 
also displayed so passersby could 
see the safe, energy efficient op¬ 
tion to a traditional fireplace. The 
co-op offers these fireplaces for 
people who don't want the hassle 
of a traditional wood-burning or 
gas unit. Electric models are easy 
to install and safe to operate. 

Teaching safety around electric¬ 
ity is a key priority of the co-op. 
Kyle Finley, owner of Live Line 
Demo, Inc., provided a 7,200 volt 
realistic display of the dangers of 
electricity. He offered many in¬ 
structions and hints for residential 
and farm-related use of electricity. 
The arc of electricity as it touched 
a tree branch and the loud pop of 
a transformer fuse helped draw 
crowds in to hear the important 
safety message. 

“It was standing room only for 
many of our presentations. Doug 
Rye’s energy conservation and Kyle 
Finley’s safety demonstrations were 
very popular,” says Champion. 

In addition to all the electricity- 
related happenings inside the tent, 
local television station WCIA set 
up its remote broadcasting station 
inside and outside the co-op’s 
tent. The station, also celebrating 
its 50th anniversary, provided live 
coverage of the Farm Progress Show 
throughout the day and gave great 
coverage for Eastern Illini. 

All in all, the Farm Progress 
Show, though cut two days short 

by Mother Nature, was a great op¬ 
portunity for Eastern Illini to show 
its commitment to its members and 
the community. Thanks to all who 
stopped by to visit the tent. 
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Saturday, November 8,2003 
10am - 3pm 

Ray & Heidi 
Van Antwerp residence 

105 Crow Ct, Lake Iroquois 
Sponsored by Advantage Comfort 

Systems of Paxton 

Ray & Heidi 
Van Antwerp Residence 

105 Crow Ct 
Lake Ironquois 

Wichita Lane 

Pork burgers and soft drinks 
provided by Eastern Illini 

Arapaho Lane 

300 N 

200 N 

This unique geothermal heating 
and cooling system in the Van 

Antwerp home will provide in-floor hot 
water radiant heat in the bathrooms, 
basement and garage. It also provides 
free domestic hot water throughout 
the cooling months. This safe, clean, 
comfortable and environmentally 
friendly system will save them between 
40 and 70 percent on their utility 
bills. Ray and Heidi will also be taking 
advantage of Eastern mini’s 4-cent 
electric heat rate and the guaranteed 
heating and cooling bill program. 

To finance a geothermal system 
in a new or existing home, you can 
apply for a 6.9 percent Eastern Illini loan. If you qualify, you can have the payments added to your 
monthly electric bill. 

LODA 

x 

l l 
Your Name...Our Water... 

Your Satisfaction... Guaranteed 
Personalized Bottled Water 
Schools 
Special events 
Fundraisers 
Churches 
Promote your business 
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NRECA Region V Meeting 
At the National Rural Electric Coopera- 

tive Association’s (NRECA) Region 
V meeting held in Springfield, Glenn R. 
Anderson, Eastern Illini Electric board 
member from Kempton, presented an 
amendment to the proposed resolution 
concerning the national energy policy and 
the facilitation and use of domestic fuels 
for national security. Anderson presented 
a plan for delivery of natural gas from 
Alaska to the lower 48 states. 

NRECA’s activities are guided by a 
number of sources. The most important 
of which are the membership resolu¬ 
tions. These resolutions require input 
from cooperative directors. Without 
them, NRECA couldn’t function as a 
true membership association nor could 
it have the power and influence it draws 
from speaking with a single voice for 36 
million member-owners. 

■ Comprehensive Water Testing] 
■ Softened Water 
■ Whole House Water Filtenffif] 
■ Reverse Osmosis Drlnkingi 
■ Bottled Water j 
■ Residential and CommerciaUServices] 

Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative 
Members 

• Six months same as cash 
• Discounted financing interest rates 

• Includes free labor to install a typical 
residential softner 

• Free startup supply of salt 
Your Water Quality Source 
■ (866) 492-8371 

"Preferred Member Benefits" For Purchase a new electric water 
heater and receive a $75 rebate! Purchase a new electric water heater, in¬ 

stall it in your home and you can earn 
a $75 rebate. 

To be eligible for the rebate, you must 
meet the following criteria: 
• Purchase a 240-volt electric water heater 

with a 30-gallon minimum capacity. 
• Install the water heater in a residential 

account served by Eastern Illini. 
• The water heater may be purchased from 

any supplier. 
To receive your rebate, submit the following four 

items: 
• A copy of the water heater invoice. 
• The water heater’s serial and model numbers. 
• Brand of water heater. 
• The account number where the water heater is 

installed. 

/j Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at 

The BOARD MEETING REPORT is 
located on Eastern mini’s Web site at 
www.eiec.coop. While there, check 
out the information on the NEW LONG 
DISTANCE RATES, SECURITY LIGHTS 
and REBATE CREDIT CARDS. 
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Experience the elegance, warmth and 
charm of an electric fireplace 

Order your new 
electric fireplace today! 

■ Patented Electraflame® technology lets you adjust 
the flame action and brightness to suit the moment. 

■ Authentic wood fire flame effect creates the look 
and feel of a real wood fire. 

■ No chimney or venting required. Installations are 
easy and usually take less than an hour. 

■ Completely portable, plugs into a standard wall 
receptacle offering instant fireplace ambiance for 
any room. 

■ Separate controls allow you to operate the flame 
with or without heat. 

■ Built-in thermostat controls room tempera¬ 
ture. 

■ Clean, safe and efficient. No open flame, oper¬ 
ates for about $5 per month. 

Eastern Mini members can purchase 
an electric fireplace or stove 

for as little as $449 

Pinched electrical cords present real 
risks. The cord’s insulation can be 

damaged, exposing the wires and leading 
to fire or shock. So check around your 
house. Is a lamp cord compressed by the 
leg of a chair.7 Is the washing machine cord 
pinched against the wall or the back of the 
appliance? It’s a simple problem to fix, but 
left unattended, these cords present a very 
real danger. 

Nextel Direct 
Connect®, the 
Digital Walkie-Talkie 

Multiple Rate Plans 
Available 

No Roaming 
Charges 

Digital Cellular 

Plus More!!! 

ILLI 
©2002 Nexlel Partners, Inc. All rights reserved. Nextel. the Nextel logo, Nextel Direct Connect and Get right through, are registered 
trademarks and/or service marks of Nextel Communications, Inc. Motorola, the Stylized M logo and all other trademarks indicated 
as such herein are trademarks of Motorola, Inc.® Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off. 
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Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership • Voluntary and open m

em
bership • Voluntary and open m

em
bership 

IlliCom Telecommunications is now 
offering local dial-up numbers for: 

Bloomington Gibson City Paxton 
Buckley Loda Roberts 
Champaign Melvin Sibley 
Elliott Monticello Thawville 

**IIHCom now offers High-Speed Internet to: 

Cissna Park, Gilman, Milford, Paxton & Rantoul 

ILLI 
TELECOM MUNI CATIONS 

Contact IlliCom today to get connected. 
(877) 455-4266 • 330 W. Ottawa, Paxton 

www.illicom.net 

See Page 9 for more information on 
Eastern lllini 

Electric Cooperative 
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Ventilate wisely 
Kitchen and bathroom ventilating fans are great to have 

- but during cold weather, they can suck a lot of heated air 
out of your home. In fact, 
in just one hour, a good 
vent fan can empty an 
entire home of its heated 
air, forcing the furnace to 
work a lot harder. 

So when you’re 
cooking or showering, 
use the fan only for 
as long as it’s needed. 
A bit of extra 
moisture in the 
air during the 
cold months can 
be beneficial and 
you won’t lose 
your heat out the 
vent. 

Looking for local 
Internet service? 
Look no further 

Install a standby 
generator and take 
advantage of our 50 

interruptible rate 
Eastern lllini has formed an alliance with Mid¬ 

west Engine Warehouse to become a dealer 

for Briggs & Stratton standby generators in east 

central Illinois. 

We are offering 10 kw and 12 kw stationary 
generators powered by propane or natural gas 
with an automatic start. When the power goes 

off, the 10 kw and 12 kw generators will auto¬ 

matically start turning on the basic necessities 
such as heating or cooling, sump pump, refrig¬ 

eration and lighting. When the power comes 

back on, the 10 kw and 12 kw generators will 

automatically shut off. 

Eastern lllini offers financing, 
installation, servicing 

and maintenance on these generators. 

The power of human connections 
is a powerful thing. 

We give thanks to you our co-op 
members, our family. 

Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives 
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ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 
www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102' 

Decorate safely 
for Uie holidays 
It’s time to decorate for the holidays! 
To play it safe, keep these tips in mind. 

Indoors or outside, use only lights that have been tested for safety by a recognized 
testing laboratory, which indicates conformance with safety standards. Use only lights 
that have fused plugs. 

Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or 
bare wires, or loose connections, and throw out damaged sets. Always replace burned-out 
bulbs promptly with the same wattage bulbs. 

Use no more than three standard-size sets of lights per single extension cord. Make 
sure the extension cord is rated for the intended use. 

Never use electric lights on a metallic tree. The tree can become charged with elec¬ 
tricity from faulty lights, and a person touching a branch could be electrocuted. 

Before using lights outdoors, check labels to be sure they have been certi¬ 
fied for outdoor use. 

Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, house walls, or other firm supports 
to protect the lights from wind damage. Use only insulated staples to hold 
strings in place, not nails or tacks. Or, run strings of lights through hooks 
(available at hardware stores). 

Outdoor electric lights and decorations should be plugged into circuits 
protected by ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs). Portable outdoor 
GFCIs can be purchased where electrical supplies are sold. A qualified 
electrician can install GFCIs permanently to household circuits. 

Turn off all holiday lights when you go to bed or leave the 
house. The lights could short out and start a fire. 

!v 1 
TAI 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide i 
petitively priced services and products and to enhance the 

JSIIF FT rT- t \ L.JL _UA..AU;. 1 

with extraordinary value through com- 
in the under-served rural community. 
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Martha and Kenny are lifetime members of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, 
and recently purchased an electric fireplace from the co-op. “We just love 
it, we can use it with or without heat and the guests really enjoy it too,” 
says Martha. 

“If you go to a motel or hotel, 
they are all pretty much the same, 
no matter where you go. But bed 
and breakfasts are different. Every 
bed and breakfast is unique. Some 
are within a home, some are in a 
guest house, and others are added 
onto homes,” says Martha Redeker, 
who, along with her husband Kenny, 
opened a bed and breakfast in their 
home, Dairy on the Prairie, near 
Onarga. The Redekers feel their bed 
and breakfast is unique because of 
its location, its history, the friendly 
atmosphere and the hearty home- 
cooked breakfasts. 

Dairy on the Prairie lives up 
to its name. The Redekers own a 
farming operation that has been in 
their family for more than 100 years. 
Their son and his family, who live 
next door, own the dairy’. Corn and 
soybean fields surround the centen¬ 
nial farm and offer panoramic views. 
When giving directions, Martha al¬ 
ways includes, “look for the three 
large grain silos.” That’s not a phrase 
you would often hear given for hotel 
directions. But Martha suspected, 
and rightly so, that the farm would 
appeal to others as much as it does 
to the Redekers themselves. 

When their three children moved 
away from home, Martha began 
looking for part time work she could 
enjoy doing while still being able to 
help Kenny with the farming opera¬ 
tion. When she asked Kenny if he 
could put a bathroom in between the 
three upstairs bedrooms, he began 
to get suspicious. “When she first 
mentioned a bed and breakfast, I was 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

a little uneasy about having people 
sleeping upstairs, but I don’t even 
think about it anymore. We’ve had 
all good experiences,” says Kenny. 

And though Kenny was skeptical 
about who would want to stay “way 
out here in the middle of nowhere,” 
he has been surprised by its popular¬ 
ity. 

“Sometimes the draw is that 
they’re coming to a real farm, or our 

■ DECEMBER 2003 

place is midway between their desti¬ 
nations, or they’re visiting relatives, 
attending a funeral or wedding or 
going to a nearby event. Many times 
it's single ladies who are traveling 
alone and feel this is a safer environ¬ 
ment,” says Martha, who adds that 
Heartland, a day spa, is fairly close 
to the farm and women attending 
the day programs there often stay 
overnight at Dairy on the Prairie. 



Wm. David Champion Jr., 
President/CEO of Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative pauses with 
the Redekers in front of a painting 
by Martha’s sister that the family 
cherishes. This is the same spot 
where many family photos, prom 
pictures and other family moments 
are captured. 

,11 
It's very convenient for people to stay here if 
they don’t want to drive back to Chicago or St. 
Louis or the airport after a day program.” 

Quite a bit of business comes through the 
Internet. The bed and breakfast is listed on 
the Illinois Bed and Breakfast Association’s 
Web site, www.bbonline.com. Guests from 26 
states have stayed with the Redekers, from 
many different nationalities, ethnic groups and 
occupations. “You always find something to 
talk about with people. We find things in com¬ 
mon and we can learn from other people. We 
find out about a lot of different occupations.” 
Some of the people the Redekers have spoken 
with include a naval psychologist, airline pilot, 
minister, teacher, farmer, UPS driver and even 
a soda miner from Wyoming. 

And with such a variety of people visiting the Dairy on the 
Prairie, breakfast times can vary from 5:00 to 9:00 a.m. in the 
morning. “Martha asks guests what time they want breakfast 
and she works around that. I guarantee no one goes away hun¬ 
gry, and depending on what time they eat, I get the leftovers,” 
says Kenny. 

“He’s my guinea pig for new recipes too,” says Martha, 
who serves up a full breakfast that can include pancakes, cas¬ 
seroles, sweet rolls, quick breads, pecan pies, muffins, pastries, 
turnovers, fresh fruits and juices. Martha has had so many 
requests for her recipes that she gives each guest a souvenir 
recipe booklet. “We have to feature our interest here, so there 
are a lot of dairy recipes,” says Martha, who says they also serve 
ice cream to guests in the evenings. Guests are on their own for 
supper, but Martha keeps maps and clippings from restaurants 
in Onarga and Gilman to offer suggestions. 

“We really enjoy having people here. We meet a lot of in¬ 
teresting people. We have about 100 guests a year and this is 
supposed to be part time for me,” says Martha. If you would 
like to find out more about the Dairy on the Prairie, please 
contact Martha and Kenny at (815) 683-2774. 

Martha has decorated her three rooms in different 
themes. The “farm room” is the biggest and offers 
historical pictures of the Redekers' farm, the “Dutch 
room” emphasizes Martha’s heritage, and the “Pretty 
in pink” room is just fun. 

Many of the details inside the rooms are from the 
Redeker’s family. A tiny suit all the men in Kenny's 
family have worn hangs in the Dutch room. 
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How to buy an efficient washer or dryer 
Laundering clothes is one of the 

largest uses of energy in the home. 
By investing in efficient machines, 
there is a real potential to save energy 
and money. 

Most of the energy used by wash¬ 
ing machines goes to heating water, 
so any features that reduce the use 
of hot water will pay off in the long 
run. 

Buy a front-loading washing 
machine if possible. These hori¬ 
zontal-axis machines can save up to 
20 percent of the detergent used by 
top-loading machines. 

Front-loading machines also 
spin faster, so your clothes will be 
dryer before they are transferred to 
the clothes dryer. This reduces the 
dryer’s energy consumption by about 

20 percent. Front-loading machines 
are more expensive to buy, but 
you’ll recover the additional 
cost in three to six years. 
Your energy savings will 
begin immediately. 

Buy a dryer with an 
automatic moisture 
sensor. This control 
shuts the dryer off as 
soon as your clothes 
are dry so that energy 
isn’t wasted by timed cycles 
that may run too long. You 
can recognize dryers with mois¬ 
ture sensors by the dryness control 
that adjusts from “more dry” to “less 
dry.” 

When buying any appliance, look 
for the Energy Guide® and ENERGY 

STAR8 labels. The big yellow Energy 
Guide label is attached to new appli¬ 
ances. It compares the energy con¬ 
sumption of similar appliances so 
you can identify the most economical 
models. The ENERGY STAR label, 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Energy, is granted only to appliances 
that meet strict standards for energy 
efficiency. These are the most efficient 
appliances on the market. 

"Preferred Member Benefits" For 

Eastern mini ^ 
Electric Cooperative 
Members 

Comprehensive Water Testing 
Softened Water 
Whole House Water Filtering 
Reverse Osmosis Drinkin|lwaf£ii 
Bottled Water j 

* Six months same as cash 
Discounted financing interest rates 

• Free installation 
• Free startup supply of salt 

Your Water Quality Source 
1 (866) 492-8371 

The BOARD 
MEETING REPORT 
is located on 
Eastern mini’s 
Web site at 
www.eiec.coop. 
While there, make 
sure you visit 
the ESP MODEL 
HOME from your 
desktop. Moreover, 
you can also learn 
about STANDBY 
GENERATORS and 
the GUARANTEED 
HEATING AND 
COOLING BILL 
PROGRAM. 
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Eastern mini 
Linemen 

participate in 
Lineman’s Safety 
Rodeo and attend 
training programs 
A team of Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 

operative linemen participated in 
the Seventh Annual Lineman’s Safety 
Rodeo, held at Lincoln Land Com¬ 
munity College (LLCC) in Springfield 
on October 3. Paxton Subforeman 
Terry Riggins, Gilman Line Foreman 
Doug Vaughn and Paxton Line Fore¬ 
man Steve Moore competed in events 
including hurt man rescue, egg climb 
(linemen climbing 40-foot poles with 
raw eggs in their mouths) and changing 
transformers, cutouts and fuse doors. 

Several electric suppliers joined the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives (AIEC) and LLCC in co-sponsor¬ 
ing the event. 

The Lineman’s Safety Rodeo coin¬ 
cided with a series of schools designed 
to help electric line personnel improve 
their work skills in safe and efficient 
ways. 
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Nominating Petitions for 
the March 13, 2004, 

Director Election 
will be available 

December 15,2003 
Directors in Directorate Districts 1, 4 and 8 

will be elected at the March 13, 2004, an- 

nual meeting. Incumbent directors Kay Horsch 

of Dewey, District 1; Harold Loy of Beaverville, 
District 4; and Charles D. Day, Jr. of Bement, 

District 8 have indicated that they will seek re- 

election. 
Nominating petitions can be picked up at 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, 330 W. Ot¬ 

tawa, Paxton. Each member who desires to be 

elected to the board of directors must have their 
petition signed by not less than twenty-five (25) 

members of the cooperative. Petitions must be 

filed at the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton 

no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 

28, 2004. 

The Credentials Committee will meet at the 

cooperative’s headquarters on January 29 to re¬ 
view the qualifications of all candidates who file 

nominating petitions to determine their eligibility 

to serve as directors of the cooperative. 

Protect your assets and preserve your lifestyle 
with Long Term Care Insurance 

Did you know your chance of needing long term care is 1 in 2?1 Are you 
thinking about the long term care needs of you and your family? 

■ PROTECT YOUR ASSETS - This year nine million Americans will need long 
term care services at an average cost of nearly $55,750 per year.- Do the assets you 

have set aside for your retirement include a provision for long term care? 

■ PRESERVE YOUR LIFESTYLE - Long term care insurance can help you enjoy your 
retirement, protect your standard of living and preserve your plans for retirement. 

A special offer from Eastern lllini 
■ No physical examination ■ Up to 50% discount for spouse 
■ Fully portable coverage ■Co-op member discount 15% to age 

64; 10% discount at age 65 and older 

For more information, call (888) 225-7929 
1 Health Insurance Association of America, 1995 
1 Long Term Care National Advisory Council, 2000 
Coverage provided by Policy Series MM-200-P underwritten by Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Spring- 
field, MA. Benefits may vary by state. 

16f ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 2003 



Low interest loan program available 
for energy efficiency upgrades 

Finance an electric heating system, a standby 
generator or a service entrance upgrade through 

Eastern Illini’s low interest loan program of 6.9 
percent. 

You can reduce your energy bills through the 
installation of more energy efficient equipment and 
take advantage of Eastern Illini’s new guaranteed 
heating and cooling bill program. Other money sav¬ 
ing options include our competitive 4'Cent electric 
heat rate or the 5-cent interruptible rate. 

Moreover, you can improve the safety, reliability 
and value of your home. 

If you qualify, Eastern Illini will lend you the 
money at the low rate of 6.9 percent and add the 
payments to your monthly electric bills. 

Borrow up to the 
following amounts: 
$10,000 for a geothermal system 
$5,000 for an all-electric heat installation 
$3,000 for an add-on heat pump 
$10,000 for a standby generator* 
$600/$ 1,200 for a service entrance upgrade** 

* Account must be on interruptible single¬ 
phase or interruptible large power rate 

**Must accompany electric heat or water 
heater installation 

— 

Eastern Illini 
Long Distance Rates 

Superior quality • competitive rates 
worry free long distance • local service 

NO MONTHLY FEE 

Calling card service -190 per minute 
800 Number - 6.90 per minute 

No Contracts! No Hidden Fees! 
Just Plain & Simple! 
For more information, 

call 1000) 824-5102 

Remember this! 
Driving in winter means being prepared for the 

unexpected - like downed power lines. 
If you see a downed line, don’t touch it. Please 

call (800) 824-5102 immediately and we will be 
there as soon as possible. 

We’re your local electric cooperative and we’re 
committed to your safety. 

Your local electric cooperative 
- working with you to stay safe. 
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Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open membership
 

• Voluntary and open membership 

What to do when 
your power goes off 

Eastern Illini works diligently to ensure that you have 
reliable power; however, all electric systems are sus¬ 

ceptible to occasional outages, which are usually caused 
by severe weather or accidents. If your power goes off, 
follow these steps: 
■ Check your breaker box or fuse panel. If some of your 
lights work, then the trouble is most likely on your side 
of the meter. 

■ If there is a disconnect breaker below your meter, check 
to see whether a fuse has blown or the breaker has tripped. 
Reset the breaker by turning it off, then back on. 

■ If possible, check to see whether neighbors have power. 
This information is helpful in determining if the problem 
is an individual one or a possible line outage. 

■ If all breakers or fuses are on, but the power is off, call 
Eastern Illini at (800) 824-5102. Please have your account 
number available. 

■ Report anything unusual that may have happened or 
if you have seen something that may have caused the 
outage. 

■ Turn off all major appliances, furnaces and air condi¬ 
tioners. Then, after power has been restored, wait a few 
minutes to turn them on again. 

EMERGENCY KIT IDEAS: 
■ Flashlights with fresh batteries ■ Backup heat source 
■ Battery operated radio ■ Bottled water 
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We hear you 
loud and clear 

t your local electric cooperative, we 
listen to what you have to say. 

Whether you are a big or small consumer, we 
are committed to providing you with affordable 
reliable power using state-of-the art technology 
and service. 

We are part of our community because co-op 
employees not only work here - we live here 
too. We are your neighbors and friends. 

You have a voice with us. 

Touchstone Energy6 

The power of human connections 

See Page 9 for more information on 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 


