
NeurtrMumUsiody UH& to kel^ reliability 
Members in 

Massac and 
Pope Counties may 
have noticed a new 
power line along 
Illinois State Route 
145. Work was re¬ 
cently completed on 
this new line, which 
was installed by a 
contractor working 
for Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative 
(SIPC). SIEC is a 
member of SIPC and buys all 
its wholesale power from the 
generation and transmission 
cooperative located on the 
Lake of Egypt near Marion. 

The 69,000-volt line will 
provide an alternate source of 
power to members in Massac 
and Pope Counties. The line 
runs from SIPC’s substation 
near Renshaw in Pope County 
along Route 145 to an existing 
69,000-volt line which serves 
Texas Eastern Products pipeline. 

“This new line will provide a 
much-needed alternate source of 
power to our members,” says Mike 
Logeman, SIEC Director of Engi¬ 
neering, “Currently, members in 
Massac and Pope Counties are 
served by a transmission line which 

runs through the Mermet bottoms 
and is very inaccessible.” 

Larry Lingle, SIEC Director of 
Operations and Maintenance adds, 
“This line would have been very 
beneficial during the wind storm of 
1993, when members were out of 
power for several days.” 

SIEC and SIPC thank all mem¬ 
bers and property owners who pro¬ 
vided right-of-way for the 
construction of the line. It should be 
fully operational in early 2002. 
ueiupH S0|jeijQ 

“Coming next month, a new way to pay your utility bill. Watch for details.” 
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for the unexpected 

w 

Are you prepared for an emergency? 
When the inevitable winter snows and 

ice storms arrive, will you know what to do 
if you have a power failure? Do you have a 
survival kit in your vehicle in case you are 
stranded in bad weather? Here are some 
suggestions to make sure you and your 
family are prepared for whatever emer¬ 
gency may arise. 

A survival kit for 
your home or vehicle 
should include six 
basics: water, food, 
first aid kit, clothing, 
tools or emergency 
supplies and special 
items. 

Store a three-day 
supply of water in 
plastic containers. 
Allot one gallon of 
water per day per per¬ 
son: two quarts for 
drinking and two 
quarts for food prepa¬ 
ration/sanitation. 

Store a three-day 
supply of non-perish¬ 
able food for each 
person. Select items that are compact, 
lightweight and require little or no cooking, 
such as ready-to-eat canned meats, fruits, 
vegetables, juice and high-energy foods 
such as unsalted nuts, dried fruits or hard 
candy. 

Include these basics in your first aid 
kit: sterile adhesive bandages, safety pins, 
soap, latex gloves, sunscreen, scissors, 
tweezers, a needle, antiseptic, a thermom¬ 
eter and petroleum jelly. Also be sure to 
include non-prescription drugs such as 
aspirin or nonaspirin pain reliever, anti¬ 
diarrhea medication, antacid and syrup of 
Ipecac (especially for young children when 
advised by poison control). Prescription 
medications should be kept current and 
available. 

Tools or emergency supplies should in¬ 
clude working flashlights and extra batteries, 
paper or plastic cups, plates and utensils, a 
battery operated radio, a non-electric can 
opener, matches in a waterproof container and 
tools to turn off household gas and water if 
needed. 

Your car survival kit should also include a 
fire extinguisher, signal flares, maps of the area, 

a shovel, battery jumper 
cables and a bag of salt 
or cat litter. 

In addition, include 
necessary toiletries such 
as toilet paper, soap, 
feminine supplies, per¬ 
sonal hygiene items, 
disinfectant and house¬ 
hold chlorine bleach for 
sanitizing. 

Store at least one 
complete change of cloth¬ 
ing, including footwear, 
for each person. Rain 
gear, blankets, sleeping 
bags, hats, gloves, ther¬ 
mal underwear and sun¬ 
glasses should be 
included both at home 

and in the vehicle emergency kit. 
Include some games and books to help 

pass the time, especially if you have children 
with you who may become bored easily. If you 
have infants, always make sure you have extra 
formula, bottles and diapers at home and in your 
vehicle. 

Store your emergency survival kit in a 
backpack, duffel bag or even in a covered plas¬ 
tic container. Water and food should be replaced 
every six months. Replace the batteries in your 
emergency kits at least once a year. 

For more information on emergency sur¬ 
vival kits and winter preparedness, visit the 
National Safety Council Web site at 
www.nsc.org and the American Red Cross 
website at www.redcross.org. Asimg y amuou 
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Your electric cO'Ojrcloet net endorse insurance companies 
CO 
■'t 

Illinois Country Living readers recognize that this maga¬ 
zine occasionally carries advertising material from in¬ 

surance companies. Several of these companies are long¬ 
time advertisers in the magazine. 

The magazine staff makes every effort to determine the 
legitimacy of these companies, but none of them have the 
endorsement of your member-cooperative or the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), the organization 
that publishes this magazine. 

We would like to inform Illinois Country Living readers 
about one insurance company that has confused some of 
our readers in the past. For many years, Reserve National 
Insurance has used direct mail, telephone and in-person 
direct marketing to rural Illinoisans, many of them electric 
cooperative members. In past marketing efforts they imply 
that they have an affiliation with the electric cooperatives. 
The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association and the 

AIEC have requested that the company stop making these 
statements. 

Their envelope return address says: A National Asso¬ 
ciation of Rural Co-Operative Members, Oklahoma City, OK. 
The envelope also says: “ATTENTION - RURAL CO-OPERA¬ 
TIVE MEMBERS NOW QUALIFY FOR A GROUP HOSPITAL¬ 
IZATION PLAN THAT PAYS OUTPATIENT EXPENSES. 
IMMEDIATE REPLY REQUESTED.” Inside there is a 
questionaire form with the heading: “RURAL CO-OPERATIVE 
MEMBERS QUESTIONAIRE.” Only in the fine print at the 
bottom do they state: “This plan is independent of, and not 
affiliated, associated, or endorsed by any national electric 
association or any local Farmers, Electric, Telephone or 
other rural co-operative.” 

We want to make it perfectly clear that the Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives do not endorse Reserve National Insur¬ 
ance, nor is there any connection with the company and its 
insurance products, UJOH l inej 

There’s no doubt about it. An inexpensive tube of silicone 
caulk can help you save a lot of energy by sealing small 

spaces where air can leak into and out of your home. 
But before you apply caulk around openings where elec¬ 

trical, cable TV, gas or telephone lines enter your house, con¬ 
sider whether you may need access to that line again. For 
instance, are you likely to install another telephone line in the 
future? If so, expanding caulk can make the job a lot harder. 

One easy, and removable, option is simply to stuff some 
fiberglass insulation into the gap around the lines. It’s easily 
removed when you need access to the lines, and it will do a 

TkinJc Before Yom Cauilc 
good job of blocking drafts. 

This doesn’t mean you should put up the caulk! It does a 
great job of sealing those sneaky little spots that let cold or 
hot air penetrate into your conditioned space, such as around 
window and doorframes and exterior electrical outlets and 
faucets. Just take a moment to think first before you decide 
whether to caulk or insulate. 

Source: Excerpted with permission from Rocky Moun¬ 
tain Institute’s book “The Energy Efficient Home: Saving En¬ 
ergy, Money, and the Environment.” For more information 
about RMI and its publications, visit their website or contact 
them atorders@rmi.org; HouseNet, Inc. 

(TDIFIF 
The Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative office will be closed on Monday, 

January 21,2002, in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

Check out our new Web site! www.siec.org 

In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names ofthree members of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this cen¬ 
ter section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 
 To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

SAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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There’s no place like home.. .and at nightfall, you’ll have peace of mind with 

a security light from Southern Illinois Electric. 

Nothing foils a would-be burglar or trespasser like the brilliant beams of an 

electric cooperative security light. Today’s security lights are brighter and more 

efficient than ever. And since the security light turns itself on at dusk and off at 

dawn, it’s there when you need it, automatically. 

A security light is an affordable way to provide safety and protection for 

everyone’s family and possessions. Call us today for all the details. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • 



SlEC’s Youiiv to WdshmatoKs 
essay contest 

SIEC’s Youth to Washington 
essay contest is underway 

for 2002. There are only a few 
weeks left to enter. Any 15 to 18 
year old high school student is 
eligible to enter, except members 
of the immediate family of any 
board member or employee of 
SIEC. The student must be en¬ 
rolled in any high school in the 
area served by the cooperative. 

We encourage those students 

who are eligible to enter to call the 
cooperative for an essay entry 
packet. The packet also contains 
some research material for the 
essay. Essays must be received 
in the office of the cooperative by 
March 1, 2002. Judging should be 
completed by March 25, 2002. An 
essay award dinner will be hosted 
by the cooperative for the grand 
prizewinners, runner-ups and their 
families in early April. Grand 

prizewinners and runner-ups are 
also eligible to attend the “Youth 
to Springfield” Day on April 17, 
2002 sponsored by the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. Our toll-free number is 
(800) 762-1400. The grand prize is 
a one-week all expense paid trip 
to Washington, D.C. in June 2002 
for one male and one female stu¬ 
dent. iJemais ABIQ 
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Tmtperim with your electric sendee 
is uleunl oml dangerous 

Throughout the nation 
many people have 

come to believe that 
cheating the power 
company is okay. They 
believe that since you 
cannot see the electric¬ 
ity it is fine to steal it. 
Some have come up with 
ingenious ways to reduce the 
accurate operation of a utility meter. 
Every method of tampering with 
wires, meters, or other service equip¬ 
ment which belong to a utility is a 
crime. Not only is tampering with an 
electric service a crime, but it can be 
extremely dangerous. 

Your electric cooperative is con¬ 
cerned about this problem, not only 
from a lost revenue standpoint, but 
from the standpoint of safety. The 
electric service equipment is de¬ 
signed to be operated and maintained 
by qualified personnel who are 
trained to work on energized electric 
equipment. Tampering with any part 
of an electric service will expose an 

individual to live electrical 
parts. Contact with these 
parts can cause serious 
injury. The electric wires, 
meters, and other equip¬ 
ment that comprise an 

electric service are the 
property of the electric util¬ 

ity. 
Criminal law places stiff penal¬ 

ties on tampering and current diversion. 
Tampering with components of an elec¬ 
tric service leaves a specific trail of evi¬ 
dence that is quickly identified by trained 
personnel, uoq neg emujed 

The cooperative is concerned about 
trends in the utility industry which indi¬ 
cate tampering is on the rise. Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative is comprised 
of members who also are the owners of 
the cooperative. Any theft of electricity is 
a crime against you and your fellow 
members. The costs associated with 
theft of electricity is passed on to other 
members as part of the cost of doing 
business. The penalty in Illinois for utility 
meter tampering is up to six months in 
jail and a possible $500 fine. BuezAjjap 

Visit our website at 

WWW.SIEC.ORG 

Membership' priste 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their 
utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part of the story, 
call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply $10 toward 
your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

JOHNSON 
"W- wwi: larfir" ‘ i i: • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Through 

Southern Services, uc 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
No term agreements - Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 

Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 12 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Southern Services, LLC, is offering long distance 
telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long distance service is one of the lowest- 
cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per 
minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per minute. In addition, you can 
have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. Incoming calls 
on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day-7 days a 
week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, P.O. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

Name 

Street 

DETACH HERE 

 Social Security Number 

City State Zip 

Telephone Numbers ( ) ( ) 

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number Q Calling Cards...Number of cards requested 
*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) 
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, Southern Services, LLC, to transfer 
my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services 
provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
Date 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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Electricity occurs when 
electrons-super-tiny 
particles that orbit on 
the outside part of 
atoms-jump from one 
atom to the next. 

A magnet passing next 
to a wire will generate 
an electric current in the 
wire. Electric power 
plants use this tech¬ 
nique to produce elec¬ 
tricity by spinning a 
large electromagnet 
inside a coil of wire. 
Power plants use differ¬ 
ent methods to spin the 
electromagnet. Hydro¬ 
electric plants use fall¬ 
ing water. Other plants 
spin the turbines using 
pressure from steam, 
which is made by burn¬ 
ing coal or natural gas. 

W/kat u electricity^ 

Electricity occurs in atoms. 

There are two kinds of electricity. 

static 
electricity 

current 
electricity 

x\ 

Energy generates electricity. 

steam 

Source: Kentucky Living magazine 

Lightning and sparks are 
examples of "static elec¬ 
tricity" flowing through the 
air. Electricity used in our 
homes is generated at 
power plants and flows to 
us through wires made of 
aluminum or copper. 

A good Internet site to 
learn more about the ba¬ 
sics of electricity can be 
found at http:// 
cipco.apogee.net/foe/ 
home.htm. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Our office will be closed Monday, 

February 18, 2002 for President’s Day 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 

JOHNSON ♦ ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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MASSAC UNION • 

Larry Lovell Kmted'2001 
Cooperative^ Marmyer of ikes Year 

Larry Lovell, (right) general manager/ 
executive vice president of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative was honored 
by the co-op’s board of directors, 
Friday, December 21, for winning the 
2001 Cooperative Manager of the 
Year award. The Illinois Cooperative 
Council presents the award annually 
to outstanding leaders of Illinois co¬ 
operatives. Presenting the award is 
Earl Struck, president/CEO of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, umig 11019 

MARCH 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

Consumers will be able to easily 
identify cooperatives on the web 

given a recent decision by the Internet’s 
governing body which 
decided to add .coop to 
an already existing 
group of Web suffixes 
such as .com, .net and 
•org. 

You can now see our Web sites by 
way of 
www.siec.coop 
www.southerniilinoiselectric.coop 
www.siec.org. 

SIEC is probably one of the first, if not 

the first in Illinois to have the .coop IP 
address. President of the National Co¬ 
operative Business Association 

(NCBA) Paul Hazen said, 
“Studies have shown that 
customers trust coopera- 

'• tives and want to buy from 
cooperatives, but it is diffi¬ 
cult to identify cooperatives 
on the Web.” Consumers 

would benefit greatly from the new 
top-level domain name because cus¬ 
tomers would be able to quickly distin¬ 
guish cooperative businesses from 
for-profit businesses. The .coop suffix 
would signal to consumers that this 
was a business they could trust. 

StEC noar has Os imujuesplaces 
on tkes Internet Offices Closing 

Our office will be closed 
Friday, March 29 in observance of 

Good Friday. 

ALEXANDER 
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From/ Apprentice/ to Linemcui/ 

Math and science are just some of the 
skills that are an everyday part of the job. 
Technical skills are required, plus, it takes a lot 
of strength and agility to work efficiently in the 
cumbersome safety equipment linemen are 
required to wear. 

Most of us don’t know what it feels like to 
climb poles in winter blizzards, or work in 
flame-retardant clothes and work boots while 
wearing tool belts and pounds of protective 
equipment. Temperatures can be in the upper 
90’s or 30 below with a wind chill. You’ll never 
hear them complain. It’s because of their skills 
and work ethic that we have reliable electric 
service today. 

Linemen are pretty quiet as a general rule. 
Most are family men. Many are involved in 
their communities and churches. Many of you 
know a lineman by name; perhaps they are a 
neighbor. We are proud to have these men 
working at Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
We hope you are too! A0||8)i may 

Imagine yourself in hotline school. Most 
of the students are employed as apprentice 

linemen. The classroom and field instructors 
are journeymen linemen or, in some 
cases, vendors who sell and maintain 
specialized equipment used in line work. 
To attain the designation of journeyman 
lineman, apprentices need to complete 
coursework, three years of technical 
training and 6,000 hours of on-the-job 
experience. 

You have to admire linemen because 
they are dedicated to work that could be life 
threatening, even though huge efforts are 
made and expenses incurred to minimize 
risks. They work in pleasant weather as well 
as in extreme heat or cold. Linemen repair 
lines during the day, in the dark of night, and 
through any emergency that arises. 

Since they work around an invisible 
force that can kill them, linemen need 
almost as much intuition as they do skill. 
In many situations, they have to rely on 
their co-workers. For their own protection 
as well as for the protection of consumers, 
they have to know and practice hundreds 
of safety and regulatory guidelines. 

/IA SSAC U 
U;}.iV Vj 
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Debit card use, sur/Misses credit cards 

If it looks like more people 

are using debit cards 

than credit cards lately, 

there’s a good reason for 

that. According to a recent 

consumer survey con¬ 

ducted by the American 

Banker’s Association, debit 

cards accounted for 26 

percent of in-store transac¬ 

tions, compared with 21 

percent for credit cards for 

the first half of 2001. This 

marks the first time that 

debit-card use has out 

stripped credit cards. 

A debit card looks like a 

regular Visa or MasterCard 

but the card deducts pay¬ 

ments directly from a 

person’s checking account. 

For consumers, a debit 

card allows them to make 

purchases without running 

up a debt-and avoid spend¬ 

ing money they don’t have. 

Banks have been 

promoting the use of debit 

cards, especially during the 

holiday shopping season. In 

Kansas City a bank gave away $1,000 a day to people mak¬ 

ing purchases with its Visa debit card in November and De¬ 

cember. Other banks were offering award points toward 

airline miles-a practice common to credit card promotions. 

One of the reasons that banks push debit cards is that 
it gives small banks a chance to compete against bigger 

banks’ credit cards. Smaller banks generally cannot afford 

to run credit-card businesses. Debit cards allow them to 

offer the same benefits of a credit card while still collecting 

fees from Visa and 

MasterCard. In addition, the 

more customers use debit 

cards, the less they write 

checks, which are costly 

for banks to process. 

The biggest downside 

for debit cards is less pro¬ 

tection against fraud than 

credit cards. In the case of 

a lost or stolen credit card, 

the legitimate holder can 

refuse to pay for fraudulent 

transactions. And by federal 

law, credit card holders are 

only responsible for up to 

$50 in fraudulent purchases. 

Some credit card companies 

offer additional protection. 

In the case of a debit 

card, the cost of fraudulent 

purchases comes straight 

from the holder’s checking 

account. According to 

MasterCard International, 

the holder would be reim¬ 

bursed for fraudulent pur¬ 

chases. However, that 

reimbursement could take 

days, even weeks. The con¬ 
sumer could be deprived of needed funds in the meantime. 

Another downside of debit cards is that they offer less secu¬ 

rity measures than writing a check. Stores do not ask for ID 

when using a debit card, so anyone could be using it. 

Despite the drawbacks to debit cards, industry ob¬ 

servers see a shift from credit to debit cards, citing trends 

from the past 3 years. Debit transactions have been grow¬ 

ing about 30 percent annually, compared with 10 percent 

annual growth for credit transactions. Aqjow puoiuAey 

Source^: nunic.cowv; Anteruuin Banker’s Association/ 

Membership'prizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER 
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Makuw tkes homes 
senior friendly 

Nearly 1 in 4 households (an estimated 22.4 
million U.S. families) are providing care to a 

relative or friend aged 50 or older or have pro¬ 
vided care during the previous 12 months, ac¬ 
cording to a 1998 survey by the National 
Alliance for Caregiving and the American Asso¬ 
ciation of Retired Persons. 

Providing such care in your own 
home or loved one’s home can be 
made easier by making the home 
senior-friendly. Below are some tips 
for eliminating many safety hazards 
in the home. 

Throughout the home 
Secure all handrails. 

Make sure all areas are well lit and 
switches are easy to operate. 

Make sure a telephone is acces¬ 
sible at all times. 

Ensure that locks are easy to op¬ 
erate and protect all outside doors. 

Make sure floors and stairs are 
free of loose objects. 

Bathroom 

• Properly install grab bars for the 
tub, shower and near the toilet. 

• Install non-slip surfaces in the tub 
and shower. 

• Set the hot water heater to prevent 

scalding. 

• Install a night-light. 

• Remove tripping hazards such as 
rugs and cords. 

Bedroom 

• Ensure a sturdy bedside table 
with non-tip lamp and space for 
eyeglasses. 

• Move furniture to allow a clear 
path between bathroom and 
bedroom. 

• Make sure rugs have non-slip 
backing. 

• Have a comfortable chair with arms 
available for rest when dressing. 

 Kitchen  
• Make sure frequently used items 

can be reached without using a 
chair or stool. 

• Place the fire extinguisher within 
easy reach of the stove. 

• Make sure there is a work area 
where a person can sit while 
preparing food. 

The Federal Trade Commission recommends a home 
evaluation by an occupational therapist for an older 
person with health problems. While the homeowner 
can do some improvements, others, such as building 
a wheelchair ramp, may require a builder or contractor. 

Sources: SeAerai TraJr CommissioK/ 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

MASSAC UNION 

MARCH 2002 16d 



CO 

Why do my Uakts bludci 
You have just come home from 

work and notice that all of the 
digital clocks in the 
house are blink¬ 
ing. Must have 
been a power 
outage some¬ 

time during the 
day, right? Possi¬ 

bly, but more than 
likely it was just a power “blink” and 
not an outage. A “blink” occurs when 
the power momentarily goes off for a 
couple of seconds, and then comes 
back on. UOISROH lueijejqv 

Overhead and underground elec¬ 
tric lines are susceptible to “blinks.” 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
has a network of about 2,000 
miles of line. This network is ^ 
divided into sections called /M 
distribution feeders. The feed¬ 
ers are protected by devices that 
interrupt the power when a prob¬ 
lem, or “fault,” occurs on the line. 
The device will turn the power back 
on after a short period of time. If the 
fault is still present, the device will 
operate again, causing another 
“blink.” If the fault clears itself, then 
the power stays on. If the fault is 
permanent, then the power goes out 
and stays out. The “blinks” that you 
see are operations of the protective 
devices. Because most faults are 
temporary in nature, your lights just 
“blink” and come back on. The 
protective devices prevent 
permanent outages. 

What problems occur on 
the lines that cause 

blinks? 

Faults may be caused by several 
problems: 

Li 
During storm seasons, electric lines 
are hit by lightning numerous times. 
Insulators, lightning arrestors, trans¬ 
formers, and other line equipment are 
exposed to high voltage surges 
caused by lightning strikes. Lightning 
puts an enormous amount of stress 
on this equipment. An example of a 
problem would be an insulator slightly 

damaged during a 
storm. The damage at 

the time of the strike 
would be small and 

^ the line would oper- 
/ y ate normally. A 
^ ' month or two later, 
]/ regular operating 
Y stress may break the insu¬ 

lator down. The line then starts to 
“blink” occasionally. 

Tre& Limbs 
Tree limbs contact lines and cause 
“blinks.” Southern Illinois is abundant 
with trees. It is difficult to find a Coopera¬ 
tive distribution line that is not in close 
proximity to trees. The Cooperative has 
dramatically increased its right-of-way 
maintenance budget over the last 
few years. New pruning and spraying 
methods are being utilized to gain 
better control on the right-of-way. 

Because of the abundance of trees, 
work is slow. The Cooperative appre¬ 
ciates members’ patience when it 
comes to tree pruning/cutting re¬ 
quests. You can do your part to help 
the Cooperative most efficiently im¬ 
prove service reliability: 

(1) Do not plant trees within 30 feet 
of electric lines. 

(2) When possible, allow forestry 
crews to remove trees rather 
than just trim them; trimming is 
only a temporary measure 

(3) Please be patient. The Coopera¬ 
tive has a program to maintain 
the right-of-way on your line. It 
may not be tomorrow or next 
week or next month, but we will 
get there eventually. 

AnlmaJU 
Animals can cause problems also. 
Squirrels, raccoons, snakes and birds 
cause “blinks” on the system. Animals 
may come into contact with electric 
conductors and other equipment at 
the same time, causing a fault. Live¬ 
stock that rub against guy wires can 
also cause problems. The Cooperative 
uses some animal 
guard products 
to help prevent 
animals from 
causing 
“blinks.” 
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IC&MUL Wtiul 
Electric conductors that have ice on them 
tend to “gallop” in the wind. Lines may flop 
together and cause “blinks.” Fortunately, the 
Cooperative does not 
experience this 
problem very 
often. Minimal 
ice build-up and 
hilly terrain 
discourage the 
“galloping” effect. 

What if my power 
continues to blink? 

The Cooperative realizes that blinking 
lights are a nuisance. If you are experienc¬ 
ing an extraordinary number of “blinks,” 
write down the date and time and call us. 
Let us know if you see any flashes or arcing 
on the lines. We will do our best to find 
the problem as soon as possible. Because 
many problems are not obvious, it may 
take us a while to track down the problem. 
We have devices that can be put on the 
lines to help isolate the problem area. With 
your patience and cooperation, we will 
eventually find and correct the problem. 

Will power blinks cause 
damage to appliances and 

other equipment? 

As stated earlier, the operation of a protective 
device on electric lines cause “blinks.” 
Some people refer to “blinks” as power 
“surges,” but, unless lightning is involved, 
no “surge” occurs on the line. When the 
power goes off and back on during a 
“blink,” it is just like turning your appli¬ 
ance or other piece of equipment off and 
on with its own switch. No damage to 
your equipment should occur. If lightning 
is involved, a surge may occur and could 
cause damage. The Cooperative installs 
lightning arrestors on its lines to minimize 
the effects of lightning, yet, lightning can 
still cause damage. JDIDUISUDS ueap 

What can I do in my home to 
lessen the effects of blinks? 

Members can do several things to help prevent 
annoyances due to power “blinks.” 

(1) Buy digital clocks and VCRs that have a 
battery backup. The battery will ride 
through power “blinks,” and you will not 
have to reset the time. uos)|3er Auiwoj. 

(2) Purchase an Uninterruptable Power Supply 
(UPS) for your computer. Nothing is more 
annoying than losing data on a computer 
because of a power “blink.” A relatively 
inexpensive UPS will ride through the 
“blink,” preventing data loss. More so¬ 
phisticated UPS’ can be bought that keep 
your computer up and running for several 
minutes after a permanent power outage, 
allowing you to save your data. 

(3) Safe guard solid-state equipment, computers, 
and household appliances by installing 
surge protectors. Nothing is available that 
will protect your home from a direct 
lightning strike, but small surges can be 
prevented. Secondary surge protectors 
that prevent surges from coming into 
the home can be purchased from the 
Cooperative. Sensitive equipment should 
also be protected independently. 

Cooperative personnel can answer your questions 
regarding any problems or concerns you may 
have involving power “blinks.” The Cooperative 

provides services of which you may be unaware, 
so give us a call! 

VUvt our Web sites 
Visit www.siec.ora 
to learn about 
planned and 
unplanned outages, 
pay your bill online or 
visit our Kids Korner. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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^ft’s an essential and funda¬ 
mental power that flows from your 
electric cooperative. 

That basic democratic power, which 
includes one vote by every single co-op 
member-owner, is one of the most im¬ 
portant characteristics that makes your 
electric co-op different from any other 
kind of utility. 

Also, you have the power to discuss 
issues with friends and neighbors at 
co-op annual meetings, vote for the 
governing board, or run for office yourself. 

A co-op is as good as its members. 
And that’s pretty powerful by anyone’s 
standards. 

So, make sure you exercise your 
share of power. It won’t cost you a 
cent, and it’s one of the best invest¬ 
ments you can make. 

Membership'prizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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Som£/ tipsjw tornado preporedmss 

Ttornadoes are strange, powerful 
beasts. A mobile home can explode in 

one area and next door nothing is 
touched. Electric poles can snap like 
match sticks and electric lines can fall 
into a tangled mess. 

Most thunderstorm and tornado ac¬ 
tivity takes place in April, May and June. 
Now is the time to store a few items in a 
safe place in your home to prepare for 
storm season. Keep a flashlight, a battery- 
powered radio, warm blankets and several 
pillows in your kit. Be sure to listen care¬ 
fully for storm alerts. 

Two different kinds of tornado 
alerts are issued by TV and radio sta¬ 
tions. A “tornado watch” simply means 
that the weather is a cause for concern 
and a tornado may develop if things get 
worse. You can go about your normal 
business if you “watch” the weather. 

A “tornado warning” means that 
the weather now poses a danger to you 

and your family. It’s time to seek shelter. 
Warnings aren’t issued unless a tornado 
shows up on radar or has actually 
been sighted. 

If you hear a warning, go to your 
basement (if you have one). That’s the 
safest place. In many homes, a stair¬ 
well, inside hallway or bathroom on the 
lowest floor will be the safest place. Get 
into a closet or bathtub if you need to. 

If you’re in a public building, look for 
a designated shelter. Often, there’ll be one 
in an interior area on the lowest floor. Stay 
away from outside walls, doors and win¬ 
dows. Stay out of large rooms, such as 
gyms, and avoid parked vehicles. 

If you’re outside when a tornado 
approaches, head for the nearest shelter. If 
you’re caught out in the open, lie down in 
the nearest ditch or depression, preferably 
away from trees and power lines. Since 
flying debris is a major cause of deaths 
and injuries during tornadoes, cover your 
head as well as you can. 

Tornadoes 

Knowledge of the following general 
characteristics of tornadoes is useful in 
tornado preparedness planning: 

TIME OF DAY during which tornadoes 
are most likely to occur is mid¬ 
afternoon, generally between 3 
and 7 p.m., but they have occurred 
at all times of day. 

DIRECTION OF MOVEMENT is usually 
from southwest to northeast. 

LENGTH OF PATH averages 4 miles, but 
may reach 300 miles. A tornado 
traveled 293 miles across Illinois 
and Indiana on May 26,1917, and 
lasted 7 hours and 20 minutes. 

WIDTH OF PATH averages about 300 to 
400 yards but tornadoes have cut 
swaths a mile and more in width. 

SPEED OF TRAVEL averages from 25 to 
40 miles per hour, but speeds rang- 

If you’re in a car, get out and find 
shelter. If there is none, lie flat in a depres¬ 
sion. Don’t try to outrun a tornado in a car. 
This isn’t a movie, it’s reality! 

One of the worst places to be in a 
tornado situation is a mobile home. 
Leave a mobile home immediately and 
take your chances in the best shelter 
you can find. Experts agree that you’re 
better off in a ditch or small depression 
than in a mobile home. 

After safely surviving a tornado, 
many people leave their homes to help 
neighbors or assess the damage to their 
towns. Remember, while you’re out and 
about in the debris, downed power lines 
can be dangerous. There’s no way to 
tell just by looking if they’re hot or dead. 
Don’t attempt to cross the lines, drive 
across them, or get out and move them 
out of the road. They can still be ener¬ 
gized. The best thing you can do, if 
you’re in a car, is to stay in the car. 

ing from stationary to 68 miles per 
hour have been reported. 

THE CLOUD directly associated with a 
tornado is a dark, heavy cumulonim 
bus (the familiar thunderstorm 
cloud) from which a whirling funnel- 
shaped pendant extends to the 
ground. 

PRECIPITATION associated with the 
tornado usually occurs first as rain 
just preceding the storm, frequently 
with hail, as a heavy downpour 
immediately to the left of the 
tornado path. 

SOUND occurring during a tornado has 
been described as a roaring rushing 
noise, closely approximating that 
made by a train speeding through a 
tunnel or the roar of many airplanes. 

Talk over these facts with your family 
and make sure everyone knows what to 
do when they hear a tornado warning. By 
acting promptly, you can make sure the 
only thing you lose in a tornado, or its 
aftermath, is your property, not your life. 
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Nocv-yoMsOUipM/your electric bill otc line 
at uMwsiec.cooy 

(NOTE: DO NOT USE the hyphen 
when entering your account number) 

Your PIN number is 000 for the first 
time—you will be asked to enter a 
new one for future use. Please re¬ 
member this PIN, as the Cooperative 
will not have access to it. 

Also note: this site is not interactive— 
it will not show your postings until the 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative is proud to 

announce that you can 
now enter your residential 
meter reading, calculate 
your monthly billing 
amount, pay your bill by 
VISA or MasterCard or by 
electronic funds transfer 
(EFT) from your bank ac¬ 
count, and see your 13 
month billing history elec¬ 
tronically. We are excited 
about this new service and 
hope you will be too! 

If you do not want to do this 
over the Internet, you can do 
everything except view your 
13-month history by use of 
a touch-tone telephone by 
dialing (800) 331-0915. In 
order to do this we need to 
give you some additional 
information. If you plan to 
pay by EFT or credit card 
over the telephone, you 
need to sign up with us here at the 
office first. You can still calculate your 
bill, but you must be registered with us 
to make your payment. 

When you first go into the system, you 
will be asked for an Account Number 
and a PIN number. YOUR ACCOUNT 
NUMBER IS YOUR BILLING NUMBER, 
SUCH AS 12345-001 

cooperative has posted 
them on the next busi¬ 
ness day. The 13-month 
history is only updated 
at the end of the month. 

Some people may ask if 
it is safe to transfer their 
bank account number or 
credit card number over 
the Internet. Yes it is! The 
safety level is dependent 
upon two factors. The 
first factor is the encryp¬ 
tion level of our server. 
The second factor is the 
encryption level of your 
personal browser. Our 
server offers 128-bit 
encryption, which is the 
strongest security available. 
This does not mean that 
information will neces¬ 
sarily be passed back 
and forth at this level of 
security. On the bottom 
of your browser, you 

should see a window that has a little 
padlock on it. Rest your cursor on this 
padlock. After a few moments you 
should get a message telling you the 
encryption level of this current con¬ 
nection. If it is anything less than 128 
bit, then we encourage you to update 
your browser. Microsoft’s Internet 
Explorer Browser, Version 5.50 supports 
this maximum encryption level. 
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Reducuujyour umter kmUny costs 
By John Krigger 

Water heating is a major 
utility expense for most 

families. In northern climates, 
it is usually second in cost 
only to heating, and in south¬ 
ern climates it may lead the 
list for some homes. 

Not surprisingly, one of 
the simplest ways to reduce 
the cost of water heating is to 
use less hot water. Many new 
appliances do just this. Look 
for the green Energy Star® label on all new 
appliances, designating the Department of 
Energy’s highest efficiency rating. 

If you’re considering buying a new 
clothes washer, consider the new horizon¬ 
tal axis clothes washers that use less than 
half the hot water and energy of standard 
vertical-axis models. Washing clothes in 
cold water can save you a lot on water¬ 
heating costs, too. smjng Auai 

Bathing is one of the largest water 
uses for most families. A new water-saving 

showerhead will save quite a bit 
of water with if it has a maximum 
flow of 2.5 gallons per minute. 

Replacing or improving your 
water heater can yield the biggest 
savings. Older water heaters were 
insulated with an inch or two of 
fiberglass insulation, while new 
water heaters are insulated with 
up to 1 to 3 inches of high-effi¬ 
ciency foam. You may even want 
to order a new high efficiency 

water heater now, to avoid having to buy the 
typical low-efficiency unit when your existing 
unit fails 
unexpectedly. If you’ll be purchasing an electric 
water heater, order one that is insulated with 3 
inches of foam. 

If you’re going to keep your existing electric 
water heater, insulate the sides and top with a 
water-heater blanket. Insulate at least the first 
few feet of both the hot and cold water lines 
above your water heater to reduce heat loss 
through these lines. Water heater blankets and 
water line insulation are available from home 
improvement stores. 

Source: Saturn Resource Management 
(www.residential-energy.com). John Krigger 
is a nationally recognized author of numerous 
energy efficiency books, including Surviving 
The Seasons: A Practical Guide To Home En¬ 
ergy Efficiency and Cost Savings; and Comfort 
for Existing Buildings. For more info on his 
publications, please visit his Web site 
www.residential-energy.com. 

PooC safety 
Spring is prime time for installing swim¬ 

ming pools. So if you’re considering 
adding a pool this year, make sure that you 
choose your site carefully, with an eye to 
any power lines that may be overhead or 
underground. When doing so, consider 
these key safety points: 

Make sure overhead electrical lines do 
not pass over the pool. In fact, it’s best to 
keep your pool at least 25 feet away from 
power lines in all directions. 

Allow at least 18 feet of clearance 

between overhead power lines and a diving 
board, deck, platform, slide or observation area. 

Never build an in-ground pool or set up 
an aboveground pool over underground electric 
cables. Pools and pool decking should be in¬ 
stalled at least five feet away from all under¬ 
ground utility lines. 

Except for specially designed lighting fixtures, 
don’t put electrical fixtures or receptacles within 
five feet of a pool. Any electrical wiring that is 
within 20 feet of a swimming pool should have 
protection from a Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter. 
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Waterjardens 
Water gardening is becoming more popu¬ 

lar every year. If you plan to install a 
water garden this spring, or you have a pond 
and you’re preparing it for the new season, 
you need to consider some basic safety 
steps when using electricity around the 
water garden. aauEN IOJEQ 

• Make sure any pump you use to aerate and re-circulate 
your pond is rated for underwater use (submersible). 
Using a non-submersible pump, at best, will ruin the 
pump. At worst, you could be in for a severe and possi¬ 
bly fatal shock. The same is true for underwater lights. 

• Your exterior electrical outlets should be equipped with 
ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCI). Exterior GFCI 

outlets should also be equipped with covers 
to prevent rain or splashing water from 
breaking the circuit. 

• Never hook a pump to an extension 
cord, even one rated for exterior use. The 
pump should be plugged directly into the 

GFCI outlet. 

• Use care when installing and plugging in the pump. 
Lower the pump into the pond, making certain it is 
stable. Then be certain to dry your hands and stand on 
a dry area before you plug it in. 

• Keep other electric tools and appliances away from the 
pond. If you should drop anything electrical into the 
pond, unplug the tool before you try to retrieve it. 

Afavorites recipe^ of Pamelas Bierstedt, 
SPEC payroll cleric 

Pineapple Dessert 

1 box of “one-step” angel food cake mix (any brand) 
1 16 oz can crushed pineapple, undrained 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract (optional) 

Empty dry angel food cake mix into a large bowl. Fold in the undrained 
pineapple and vanilla extract. Pour in an ungreased 9 x 13 pan and bake 
at 350° for 35 minutes or until golden brown. 

Serve with whipped topping if desired. Makes twelve servings. This is an 
excellent low calorie, low fat and very quick dessert to prepare. Pamela 
says you’ll get rave reviews from family and friends when you serve this 
tasty dessert. 

Membmhittprizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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...AnAsyouv CMV ust'your CAT to druia to uiorfc too 
By The National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative 

Anyone that 
has pur¬ 

chased a new 
car in recent 
years knows that 
today’s models 
feature more than 
motors, tires and 
chassis. Manu¬ 
facturers pack 
modern cars end 
to end with mi¬ 
croprocessors 
that monitor and 
control every¬ 
thing from the 
fuel injection, 
steering and 
brakes, to the 
CD/DVD audio video system. 

“Automotive telematics” is the 
term the car industry uses to describe 
new products and services created by 
the marriage of these microprocessors 
to advanced wireless communications. 
For example, air bag systems use 
microprocessors to sense when colli¬ 
sions have occurred and immediately 
explode the bag. The same impulse 
that activates the bag could send a 
“911” emergency call to local authori¬ 
ties to alert them to the accident. That 
emergency call could include data 
from an onboard global positioning 
system (GPS) receiver that tells the 
emergency crews exactly where to 
find the car. 

Or maybe you plan to catch a 
plane and have to drive a hundred 
miles to reach it. The telematics navi¬ 
gation system in your car could com¬ 
municate with a central information 
office that relays travel information, 
including plane, train, and bus sched¬ 
ules; emergency and road crew infor¬ 
mation, as well as traffic updates. 
Punch a few buttons and you can call 
up the best route to the airport and 
time exactly how long it will take you 
to get there. If your car breaks down 
on the way, a few more buttons allow 

you to call for help and reschedule 
your flight. 

Once your car reaches the ga¬ 
rage, the microprocessors in your car 
automatically will talk to the 
mechanic’s computer, which will di¬ 
agnose the car’s ailment within sec¬ 
onds. If you decide to fill the tank 
before leaving the garage, your car 
will talk to the gas pump and tell it 
exactly the amount and octane of the 
gas it needs, and complete the trans¬ 
action. You don’t even have to swipe 
your credit card. 

Car manufacturers and wireless 
companies already provide dozens of 
services such as these, and have several 
others in development. Nearly every 
car company offers something similar 
to the GM OnStar roadside service, 
the first of its kind, introduced in the 
mid-1990s. The research company 
Gartner Dataquest predicts a high 
probability that telematics will account 
for 30 percent of the cost of a new 
automobile by 2010. It predicts an 
even higher probability that drivers 
will have access to “on-demand” per¬ 
sonalized travel information by 2005. 
Telematics depend on three areas of 
technology: amn Apueu 

• Wireless telecom¬ 
munications systems, 
such as land-based 
cellular/PCS networks, 
satellite-based GPS 
services, and digital 
audio radio systems, 
which can deliver 
one-way data 
streams. 
• Hardware/software 
systems, such as 
personal digital assis¬ 
tants, cell phones, 
speech recognition 
systems, and onboard 
computer systems 
complete with high- 
resolution liquid 

crystal video screens. 
• The Internet, DVD players, MP3 
players, Smart Cards and other multi- 
media technologies. 

Early telematics systems mainly 
served urban consumers with city 
navigation guides and traffic reports. 
“Telematics expands well beyond urban 
areas today,” says Mike Williams, a 
principal analyst in Gartner Dataquest’s 
London office. Tourism already has 
begun to be a source of telematics 
growth in some rural areas. Some 
cars in Europe now operate with a 
system that can access the latest 
information from Michelin, Fodor’s 
and other travel guides. One day, a 
similar system could direct travelers 
to previously unknown sites through¬ 
out rural America. 

The National Rural Telecommuni¬ 
cations Cooperative (NRTC) supports 
more than 1,000 rural utilities in 
delivering telecommunications and 
information technology solutions to 
their communities. These NRTC 
members serve more than 20 million 
customers in areas of the country that 
have been unserved or underserved by 
traditional utilities and other businesses. 
For more information, visit NRTC’s 
Web site at www.nrtc.org. 
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UHderstMditUj Verequlation 
Larry Lovell, General Manager of 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, is urging cooperative members to 
become more informed about electric 
deregulation. Electric Cooperatives 
and municipal electric systems may 
participate in customer choice if their 
consumer-elected governing bodies 
decide it is in the best interest of their 
consumers. At this time your board 
has not made a decision whether or 
not to participate in electric choice. 
Electric choice takes time to develop. 
It may be a while before other electric 
suppliers pursue you as a customer. 
To date, there are no alternative retail 
electric suppliers (ARES) in the State 
of Illinois certified to serve residential 
customers. ApaaMj. mg 

The following question and an¬ 
swer format is made available on the 
Web site of the Illinois Electric Council 
(www.iecouncil.org) and is designed 
to serve as an aid to understanding 
how the Customer Choice Law affects 
Illinois residential consumers. 

1. How does electricity get to 
my home? 

There are three steps in supplying 
electricity to your home: generation—the 
actual production of electricity; transmis¬ 
sion—sending high voltage electricity to 
distribution points (substations); and 
distribution—delivery of electricity 
from substations to your home. 

2. Why do I need to know how 
electricity gets to my home? 

Because the Customer Choice Law 
allows “customer choice” only for the 
generation portion of your electricity. 

Whoever sells this generation portion 
to you—whether self-generated, or 
purchased and resold—is referred to 
as your electric “supplier” under the 
Customer Choice Law. 

3. Will I still be involved with my 
current electric utility? 

Yes. With customer choice, there 
could be one entity that supplies the 
generation portion, and another that 
transmits it to the substations. How¬ 
ever, your current electric utility will 
still deliver the electricity to you and 
bill you accordingly. 

4. You mean I cannot completely 
“break away” from my current 
electric utility? 

Correct. The Customer Choice Law 
never intended for that to happen. 

As a residential consumer, you will 
only be able to choose who provides 
the generation portion of your elec¬ 
tricity. Your current electric utility will 
retain the responsibility of delivering 
the electricity to your home. No new 
poles or wires will be constructed to 
your premises if you choose a new 
supplier of generated electricity. 

An easy way to understand how 
this will work is to compare it with 
your telephone system. You currently 
have the right to choose your own 
long distance carrier. You have prob¬ 
ably noticed that no one installed new 
phone wires to your home when you 
selected a different long distance carrier. 

Even if you elect to generate or 
co-generate all or part of the electricity 
needed to supply your home, there will 
still be requirements from your current 
electric utility that must be followed. 

5. Are all electric utilities in Illi¬ 
nois affected by the Customer 
Choice Law? 

Yes, but the Customer Choice Law 
affects them differently. 

Investor-owned utilities are required 
to offer customer choice. Residential 
customers of investor-owned electric 
utilities will have choice by May 1, 
2002. Non-residential customers of 
investor-owned electric utilities already 
have choice. 

Electric cooperatives and municipal 
electric systems may participate in 
customer choice if their consumer- 
elected governing bodies decide it is in 
the best interest of their consumers. 

6. What type of options may the 
residential consumer have? 

A residential consumer who is 
given choice will have two 
options. The consumer can: 

(1) remain with their current electric 
utility as a “bundled" customer. Pres¬ 
ently, all residential customers are 
bundled customers. This simply 
means they receive the supply (gen¬ 
eration), transmission and distribution 
of electricity all from their current 
electric utility. In other words, one 
utility “bundles” everything together 
and presents you with one bill. 

(2) choose to be a “delivery service” 
customer and select an alternate sup¬ 
plier of electricity. This alternate sup¬ 
plier will ensure that the supply of 
electricity is supplied into the electric 
grid. Your current electric utility will 
then continue to provide the services 
needed to deliver the electricity to 

Continued on page!6b 

JUNE 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Southern Illinois 
Electric 

Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

(618) 827-3555 

RO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 
Scott L. Dry 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 
Larry Lovell 

Attorney 
Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 
Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 

Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 

(from Southern Illinois) 

(800) 762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 

(618) 827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 

through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 

Dongola office 

(618) 827-3555 

Dongola office 

your home such as the overhead and un¬ 
derground wiring on your premises and 
associated metering equipment. Your cur¬ 
rent electric utility under these circum¬ 
stances would view you as a customer to 
whom they only deliver service. 

You will then receive bills for “un¬ 
bundled service.” Unbundled service is 
electrical service that is categorized into 
basic components like generation, trans¬ 
mission and distribution—with each com¬ 
ponent priced and billed separately. 

You could then be billed in one of 
these ways: 

(1) One bill from your current electric util¬ 
ity that will combine the “delivery service” 
and the “generation service” or 

(2) One bill from the alternate supplier that 
will combine the “delivery service” and 
the “generation service” or 

(3) One bill from your current electric util¬ 
ity for “delivery service” and an additional 
bill from the alternate supplier for the 
“generation service.” puend l uesn$ 

7. You said non-residential customers 
of investor-owned electric utilities 
already have “choice.” How many 
have switched their electric 
generation supplier? 

As of the end of February 2002, 4.7 
percent of eligible non-residential custom¬ 
ers representing 32.6 percent of the load 
have switched according to records kept 
by the Illinois Commerce Commission. 

Non-residential customers, under the 
Customer Choice Law, have had the opportu¬ 
nity to be phased in since October 1,1999. 

8. What types of suppliers can market 
generated electricity? 

A residential consumer may purchase 
the generated electricity (often called 
“power” or “electric power”) from three 
marketing groups: 

(1) An alternative retail electric supplier 
(ARES) who is certified by the Illinois 
Commerce Commission 

(2) An Illinois investor-owned utility selling 
outside their service territory 

(3) Aggregators or group buyers 

9. Will I save money if I choose someone 
other than my current electric utility 
to supply the generation portion? 

All customers will need to compare 
their present cost of “bundled service” 

from their current electric utility to the cost of 
available “unbundled service” to determine if 
there is a potential savings. 

When making comparisons, be aware that 
“bundled service” includes transmission 
charges, distribution charges, generation 
charges, as well as other items. 

10. Do I have to change electric suppliers? 

No. You can stay with your current electric 
utility and continue to receive the same service 
as you do now. 

11. If I choose to buy the generation por¬ 
tion of my electricity from other than 
my current electric utility, and then 
I have an electrical outage, whom 
do I notify? 

You would notify your current electric util¬ 
ity. Chances are, a downed line or “blown” 
fuse or transformer, etc. on your current elec¬ 
tric utility’s system, will have caused your 
electrical outage rather than a lack of power 
fed to the electric transmission grid. 

12. Will I receive telemarketing calls 
trying to encourage me to switch 
electric generation suppliers? 

The Illinois General Assembly was con¬ 
cerned about potential abuses regarding at¬ 
tempts to get consumers to switch suppliers 
While you may receive calls, the Customer 
Choice Law includes a number of consumer 
protections—including the requirement that 
any change in supplier may only be effective 
with the customer’s written authorization. 

13. Whom do I contact with questions? 

Your current electric utility can provide 
you with more information about electric de¬ 
regulation. Customers of investor owned utili¬ 
ties might want to visit the Illinois Commerce 
Commission Web site at www.icc.state.il.us/ 
pluginillinois for more information. The address 
www.aarp.org/electric/home.html is also a Web 
site on the subject of deregulation. 

14. Could Illinois face the same electric 
shortage problems as California? 

The answer is a cautious “Probably not.” 
Illinois legislators thoroughly examined all as¬ 
pects of the issue before approving this state’s 
Customer Choice Law. They purposely chose 
to move cautiously into the deregulated mar¬ 
ketplace—precisely so as to avoid the kinds of 
problems California is now facing. 

In addition, generation capacity has been 
built in Illinois. For a variety of reasons, few 
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CO 

new large power plants have been built in California in 
more than a decade—a fact that has contributed heavily to 
“blackouts” and other problems in California. 

Key Terms 

Access Charge - A charge levied on power supplied, or its 

customers, for access to a utility’s transmission or distri¬ 
bution system. 

Grid - A system of interconnected power lines for the trans¬ 
mission and distribution of electricity in an area or region. 

Investor-Owned Utility (IQUl - A company owned and 

operated by private investors that generates and distributes 
electric energy for a profit. 

Kilowatt or kW - One thousand (1,000) watts. The standard 
unit of measure of electric demand. 

Aoareoator - An entity that brings customers together to 

buy electricity in bulk in order to increase customers’ buy¬ 
ing power and get a lower rate. Aggregators facilitate the 
sale of power but usually are not sellers. Aggregators are 
defined as ARES only when they sell electricity. 

Alternative Retail Electric Supplier (ARES) - Any person, 

corporation, generator, broker, marketer, aggregator, or 
other entity, except an electric utility, certified by the Illi¬ 
nois Commerce Commission that sells electricity to retail 
customers. 

Broker - Any entity that serves as an intermediate agent or 

agency in the purchase and sale of electricity without ever 
owning the electricity itself or the facilities that produced it. 

Bundled Service - Provision of electric generation, trans¬ 
mission, distribution and related support functions as a 
combined service. 

Cooperative - A member-owned electric utility that pro¬ 

vides electricity on a not-for-profit basis. 

Delivery Services - Services provided by the local electric 

utility, including standard metering and billing, which are 
necessary for the delivery of electricity to customers. 

Delivery Service Provider (DSP) - The provider of deliv¬ 
ery services—refers to your local electric utility. 

Deregulation - The elimination or relaxing of regulations 

governing an industry or sector of an industry. 

Direct Access - The ability of retail customers to purchase 
commodity electricity directly from the wholesale market 
rather than through a local distribution utility. 

Kilowatt-hour or kWh - The standard unit of measure of 

electricity consumed. One kilowatt-hour equals one hour 
of using electricity at a rate of 1,000 watts. 

Municipal Utility Systems - Electric distribution system 

owned by a city to provide service for its residents. 

Power Marketers - Entities that buy and sell electricity but 

do not have any ownership in the generation, transmission 
and distribution facilities. Power marketers differ from bro¬ 
kers in that they actually take ownership of the electricity 
and must register with FERC. 

Power Purchase Option (PRO) - An option for eligible 

nonresidential customers to purchase power from the cur¬ 
rent electric utility at market-based prices. 

Retail Wheeling - A system, in which individual retail elec¬ 

tric customers are allowed to choose their electric supplier. 

Supplier - An entity that sells electricity using its own transmis¬ 
sion and distribution facilities or those of another company. 

Transition Charge - The transition charge covers costs 

incurred by the local utility prior to restructuring and may 
be charged through at least December 2006. 

Transmission/Transmission System - The delivery of 

electricity from a generating facility to local utility distribu¬ 
tion facilities, typically over high voltage power lines. 

Unbundling - Refers to the requirement that a utility sepa¬ 
rate the operations of generation, transmission and distri¬ 
bution of electricity. 

Wholesale Customer - A power purchaser that buys for 
resale to retail customers. 

Distribution/Distribution Service - The delivery of elec¬ 
tricity to the retail customer’s home or business through 
distribution lines. 

Electric Utility - An entity that provides electric power 
generation and delivery services within a local service 
area and also may sell generation services to customers 
in other utility service territories. 

Energy Service Provider - The provider of the generation 

portion of electricity. 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) - An 

independent federal agency within the U.S. Department of 
Energy that regulates or has jurisdiction over the price, 
terms and conditions of the transmission and the whole¬ 
sale sales of electricity in interstate commerce. 

Generation - The act of changing other forms of energy, 
such as fossil fuels, nuclear or renewable energy, into 
electricity. 

(November 2001) 

Annual Meeting 
Augusts 

Remember to mark your 

calendar for our Annual 

Meeting and keep read¬ 

ing Jamup for more 

news about what events 

will take place at this 

year’s meeting. 
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Miff Southern; lllmoU Electric Cooperative 
Beauty payeoKt rules and entry jbmr 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tive is seeking entrants for the 

beauty pageant held in conjunction 

with the annual meeting of the mem¬ 

bers, August 8, 2002 at Shawnee 

College, Ullin, IL. J3|aad eiinp 

• Entrant MUST LIVE IN A HOME 

SERVED BY SOUTHEN ILLINOIS 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. 

Contestants must complete and 

submit the attached affidavit in 

order to compete in contest. 

• Entrant MUST BE 16-22 YEARS 

OF AGE, NEVER MARRIED AND 

HAVE NOT GIVEN BIRTH. 

• Previous first place winners are 

not eligible. 

• Candidates will appear in gowns 

and one-piece swimsuits (no 

extreme cuts). 

FIRST PRIZE: $150 cash, trophy, 

sash and an all-expenses-paid trip to 

Washington, D.C. 

SECOND PRIZE: $100 cash and a gift. 
(In the event the First Prize winner can¬ 

not go to Washington, the Second 

Prize winner is given the opportunity). 

THIRD PRIZE: $75 cash and a gift. 

CONSOLATION PRIZE: $50 cash to 

each non-winner. 

MISS CONGENIALITY: Trophy to win¬ 
ner chosen by contestants. 

Residency Affidavit 

I agree to abide by the contest rules as set forth and herewith give 

my permisssion for the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use 

my picture and name for any contest publicity. 

I further certify that I am a resident in a home served by Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative. (Failure to comply with these rules will 

void the decision of the judges.) 

Print Name 

Birthdate Age 

Street/Route 

City State Zip 

Parents 

Account Number 

Phone 

Membership'prizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • R0. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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SIBC students take' part in Youth Vay 

Six students representing Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative met 

with area legislators during the Illinois 
Electric and Telephone Cooperatives’ 
Youth Day on Wednesday, April 17, in 

Springfield. While in the state’s capital, 
they had an opportunity to watch gov¬ 
ernment in action, visit the Illinois 
Supreme Court and tour Lincoln’s 
tomb. Pictured with Representative 
Jim Fowler of Harrisburg and Senator 
Larry Woolard of Carterville are, front 
row from left: John Hannan of Cen¬ 
tury High School, Jonathan Carter of 
Century High School, Matt Miller of 
Century High School. Back row from 
left: chaperone Cathy Belcher, chaper¬ 
one Ron Medlin, Megan Sperry of 
Century High School, Melanie Leonard 
of Century High School, Haley Hannan 
of Century High School, Sen. Woolard 
and Rep. Fowler. The day was spon¬ 
sored by Illinois electric and telephone 
co-ops in an effort to introduce young 
rural leaders to state government, 
limey seiuep 
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SIEC’s Annual Meeting 
is August 8,2002 
at Shawnee 
Community College. 

Look for the Official Announce¬ 

ment with the next issue of 

Illinois Country Living Magazine. 

No Annual Meeting booklet will 

be sent...see details in next 

month's issue. 
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QUESTION: iAMt4B 
Southern Illinois 

Electric 
Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

(618) 827-3555 

RO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 
Scott L. Ury 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

hat makes 
an electric 

cooperative 
different? 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 
Larry Lovell 

Attorney 
Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 
Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 

(from Southern Illinois) 

(800) 762-1400 

or Call Dongola Office 

(618) 827-3555 

The major difference between your Electric Cooperative 

and an Investor-Owned Utility (I0U) is who has the power. 

Because YOU belong to a democratically controlled, member- 

owned cooperative, YOU have the power. 

Shareholders retain the power in lOUs, and those same 

shareholders receive all the company’s profits. 

Your electric cooperative gives back its profits to the members 

in the form of capital credits. So in addition to receiving electric¬ 

ity and other services from your cooperative, YOU also receive 

any profits made and have a say in how the cooperative oper¬ 

ates. That’s what makes your electric cooperative different - 

we give YOU the power. 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 

through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 

Dongola office YOU! 
  — 
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PooLSamty 
Spring is prime time for installing swimming pools. So if 

you’re considering adding a pool this year, make sure that 

you choose your site carefully, with an eye to any power 

lines that may be overhead or underground. When doing 

• Make sure overhead electrical lines do not pass over the 

pool. In fact, it’s best to keep your pool at least 25 feet 

away from power lines in all directions. 

• Allow at least 18 feet of clearance between overhead 

power lines and a diving board, deck, platform, slide or 

observation area. 

• Never build an in-ground pool or set up an aboveground 

pool over underground electric cables. Pools and pool 

decking should be installed at least five feet away from 

all underground utility lines. 

• Except for specially designed lighting fixtures, don’t put 

electrical fixtures or receptacles within five feet of a 

pool. Any electrical wiring that is within 20 feet of a 

swimming pool should have protection from a Ground 

Fault Circuit Interrupter. ueuaiQDiAi nepueu 

Pay your 

electric bill OK/'UKC 

JOHNSON ALEXANDER MASSAC UNION PULASKI POPE 

To pay your electric 
bill on-line go to 
www.siec.oro for 
information or to 
sign up. It’s quick 
and easy. 

Qlue'us 
OycalL 

to find out 

how you 

can lower 

your long 

distance 

phone bill. 

JULY 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership

 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership

 
• Voluntary and open m

em
bership 

Miss Southern/ Illinois Electric/ Cooperative/ 

Beauty pageant rules and/ entryform 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive is seeking entrants for the 

beauty pageant held in conjunction 
with the annual meeting of the mem¬ 
bers, August 8, 2002 at Shawnee 
College, Ullin, IL. 

• Entrant MUST LIVE IN A HOME 
SERVED BY SOUTHEN ILLINOIS 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. 
Contestants must complete and 
submit the attached affidavit in 
order to compete in contest. 

• EntrantMUST BE 16-22 YEARS 
OF AGE, NEVER MARRIED AND 
HAVE NOT GIVEN BIRTH. 

• Previous first place winners are 
not eligible. 

• Candidates will appear in gowns 
and one-piece swimsuits (no 
extreme cuts). 

FIRST PRIZE: $150 cash, trophy, 
sash and an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. 

SECOND PRIZE: $100 cash and a gift. 
(In the event the First Prize winner can¬ 
not go to Washington, the Second 
Prize winner is given the opportunity). 

THIRD PRIZE: $75 cash and a gift. 

CONSOLATION PRIZE: $50 cash to 
each non-winner, MOIJBH Wi.Wd 

MISS CONGENIALITY: Trophy to win¬ 
ner chosen by contestants. 

Membership'prize/ 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • PO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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Residency Affidavit 

I agree to abide by the contest rules as set forth and herewith give 
my permisssion for the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use 
my picture and name for any contest publicity. 

I further certify that I am a resident in a home served by Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. (Failure to comply with these rules will 
void the decision of the judges.) 

Print Name  

Birthdate  Age  

Street/Route  

City State  Zip  

Parents   
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August 2002 

Published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois 

Notice is hereby given that the 
2002 annual meeting of the 

members of Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative will be held at 
Shawnee Community College, Ullin, 
Illinois, at 7 p.m., DST, Thursday, 
August 8, 2002, to take action upon 
the following matters: 

1. The report of the officers, directors, 
manager and committees. 

2. The election of three directors of 
the cooperative. 

3. The matters and business set out in 
the remainder of this notice and any 
other matter of business that may be 
properly brought before the meeting 
or any adjournment or adjournments 
thereof. 

In connection with the election of 
directors scheduled for this meeting, 
the following members have been 
nominated by the committee of 
nominations, appointed by the presi¬ 
dent of the cooperative pursuant to 
the bylaws: 

County of Alexander  
Raymond C. Snell (three year term) 
County of Johnson  
Carole Jean Kelley (three year term) 
County of Massac  
C. Larry Fisher (three year term) 

Additional nominations for directors 
of the cooperative may be made 
from the floor at the meeting. 

Given at Dongola, Illinois, this 26th 
day of July 2002. 

Scott L. Dry, Secretary 

 OMCLAI KejUtrrctioK/  
Cut out and bring to tne meeting for registration and drawing of prizes. 

This is the 
Official Meeting 

Notice. No booklet 
will be mailed. 
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www.siec.org 
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Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 
Scott L. Dry 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Nomuwiwq Q)imiut±e& Minutes 
The nominating committee, appointed by the 

President with the approval of the member¬ 
ship, met at the headquarters building at 7:00 
p.m., June 18, 2002, to nominate three direc¬ 
tors for three-year terms. 

The following delegates were present: 
Betty Casey, George Holhubner and Jack Tho¬ 
mas. The following voting alternates were 
present: Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr., Richard R. Walker 
and Robert Heisner. Absent were delegates 
Josh Reagor and Brad Penninger; alternates 
Orlis Harris and Patty Allbritten. 

Attorney Ronald E. Osman and Adminis¬ 
trative Assistant Cathleen Belcher were also 
present at the meeting. Attorney Osman explained 
the duties of the nominating committee and the 
portion of the by-laws pertinent to the nomina¬ 
tion of directors. He also explained the following 
methods by which directors may be nominated: 

1. by a nominating committee, 
2. by a petition of fifteen members in writing, 

or 
3. by nominations from the floor at the 

members’ annual meeting. 
Attorney Osman acted as temporary chair¬ 

man until the election of a permanent chairper¬ 
son. Jack Thomas nominated Betty Casey to 
act as chairperson. Motion by Ira Dugan Tripp, 
Jr., seconded by George Holhubner, to close 

nominations and elect Betty Casey by acclama¬ 
tion. Motion carried. Chairperson Casey ap¬ 
pointed George Holhubner to act as secretary. 

Motion by Jack Thomas to nominate 
Raymond Snell as director for Alexander 
County. A motion was made by Ira Dugan 
Tripp, Jr. and seconded by George Holhubner 
to close nominations and nominate, by accla¬ 
mation, Raymond Snell. Motion carried. 

Chairperson Casey turned the meeting 
over to Attorney Osman. 

Motion by Betty Casey to nominate Carole 
Kelley as director for Johnson County. A motion 
was made by Jack Thomas and seconded by 
George Holhubner, to close nominations and 
nominate, by acclamation, Carole Kelley. Mo¬ 
tion carried. 

Attorney Osman turned the meeting back 
over to Chairperson Casey. 

Motion by Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr. to nominate 
C. Larry Fisher as director for Massac County. 
A motion was made by George Holhubner and 
seconded by Jack Thomas, to close nomina¬ 
tions and nominate by acclamation C. Larry 
Fisher. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by George Holhubner 
and seconded by Ira Dugan Tripp, Jr. to ad¬ 
journ. Motion carried. 

Manager 
Larry Lovell 

Attorney 
Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 
Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

(800) 762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 

(618) 827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 
Dongola office 

(618) 827-3555 
Dongola office 

Profiles of board awAidxtes 
Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Raymond C. Snell of Thebes was 
selected by the nominating com¬ 
mittee for election to the board of 

directors to represent Alexander County. He 
was first elected in August 1978 and has 
served 24 years as cooperative director. Snell 
and his wife, Anna, are retired from farming. 
They are active members of the Alexander 
Freewill Baptist Church in Olive Branch. 

C. Larry Fisher 
Massac County 

C. Larry Fisher of Karnak has been 
nominated by the nominating com¬ 
mittee to represent Massac County. 

He was appointed to the board in January 1995 
to serve the unexpired term of Lawrence Wilke 
and was elected in August 1995. He and his 
wife, Jeanie, live on the family farm. They have 
three married children and nine grandchildren. 
Mr. Fisher currently serves as SIEC Board Presi¬ 

dent and represents the cooperative on the 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative Board. He 
serves on the Transmission and Power Market¬ 
ing Committee at SIPC. 

Carole J. Kelley 
Johnson County 

The nominating committee has 
nominated Carole J. Kelley of Bun¬ 
combe for election to the coopera¬ 

tive board. Mrs. Kelley graduated from SID in 
Edwardsville with a major in mathematics and a 
minor in accounting. She is a lifelong resident 
of Johnson County. She and her husband, 
Allen, are the parents of four children, and live 
on a farm west of Buncombe. Mrs. Kelley is 
very active in the cooperative extension ser¬ 
vice, having served as a board member for 
Alexander, Johnson, Massac, Pulaski, and 
Union counties. Mrs. Kelley and her husband 
are both youth leaders at Grange Hall Church 
in rural Marion. 
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Annual Meeim^ Proaranv 
Adjust 3, 2002 

Y 
8 Y ¥ v ^ 

Registration 

Entertainment. 

Meeting Begins 

. 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. (Cut out registration card on the outside cover of this notice to 

register for door prizes.) Each member registering will receive one $10 credit to 

apply on electric bill. In addition, a drawing will be held before and after the 

meeting for attendance prizes. 

. Singing group “Sweet Kay Tee Jay” will entertain the members from 6 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. and during the beauty pageant finals. 

. 7 p.m. 

Call to Order C. Larry Fisher, President 

Invocation 

National Anthem 
Early bird prizes 

Welcome Larry Lovell, Manager 

Appearance of beauty contestants in swimsuit competition 

Business Meeting 
Reading of the 2001 minutes andOfficial Meeting Notice Scott L. Ury, Secretary 

President’s and Manager’s Reports 
Nominating Committee Report 

Balloting for directors Ron Osman, Attorney 

Unfinished business 
New business 

Adjournment 
Introduction of visitors 

Miss Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative for 2002 

Appearance of contestants in gowns 
Beauty contest finalists announced and Miss SIEC crowned. 

■Y 1 

Attendance Prizes 

Members must be present for all prizes 
Food and beverages will be available in the cafeteria 

BE AN EARLY BIRD 
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This year’s grand prize will be 

$300 cash 
Second prize will be 

$100 cash. 
Third prize is 

$50 cash 

As in the past, all three prizes will be given away as 
the last three prizes of the evening. 

All registration cards will be returned to the “cage” 
for this drawing, as we have done in the past. 

These cash prizes are courtesy of SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Don’t forget the EARLY BIRD prizes. Come early and 
register for this drawing. Members must be present 
for ALL prizes. 

IfLvVlfLLuZd Lv lAlfLvV 

Singing group 

“Sweet Kay Tee Jay” 
will entertain the 

members from 6 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. and during the 
beauty pageant finals. 

Payyour 
electric bill OH/'UKC 

To pay your electric 

bill on-line go to 

www.siec.ora for 

information or to 

sign up. It’s quick 

and easy. 

State of Illinois 

County of Union 

PROOF OF 
MAILING 

I, Scott L. Ury, being duly sworn, on oath, depose that I am duly elected, qualified and am acting secretary of the 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, (hereinafter called the cooperative) that on the 26th day of July 2002, we 

mailed to every member of the cooperative a notice of the regular meeting of the members of the cooperative to be 

held on August 8, 2002, by depositing such notice, with postage thereon prepaid, addressed as aforesaid, in the 

United States mail, that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of said notice. 

Scott L. Ury, Secretary 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 26th DAY OF JULY 2002. 

SEAL 

Cathleen Belcher, Notary Public • 256 Twin Springs, Anna, IL • Anna, IL 62906 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 

• MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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WiKHUUj essays of Youth Tour participmts 
CdOjzeratwzs arul Q)mmumtier— 

Hour Can They Work, Tojether? 

— By Haley Hannan — 

Henry Ford, one of the greatest Americans of our time, 
once said, “Coming together is a beginning; keeping 

together is progress; working together is success.” These 
same words also appropriately characterize the underlying 
philosophy of a cooperative; an organization owned and 
operated by the people whose services it benefits. Years 
ago, many rural areas were deprived of electricity because 
of the high costs of supplying homes and farms in those 
areas with electrical service, and although nearly 90 percent 
of urban dwellers had electricity by the 1930’s, only 10 per¬ 
cent of rural residents enjoyed the same luxury. In addition, 
existing electrical suppliers, focused on profits rather than 
people, ignored the cries of rural Americans who were ask¬ 
ing for nothing more than the same efficient, affordable elec¬ 
tricity, which was already available in urban areas. However, 
in May of 1935, rural Americans, determined to enjoy the 
same electrical advantages as urban citizens, banded to¬ 
gether in the spirit of cooperation to form the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration. Comprised of members from various 
rural areas, the REA worked tirelessly to meet the electrical 
needs of its members, and since that time, cooperatives 
have strived to not only work with their members in supply¬ 
ing electrical power and services, but they have also dedi¬ 
cated themselves to working with local communities to 
enhance the lives of those they serve. 

Cooperatives are non-profit organizations that help to 
support their communities in many various ways. Mem¬ 
bers of a local cooperative pay their monthly bills and 
other expenses to the organization itself, but if there is a 

ConiitiMtcL on txiae- 16b. 

Cooperatives and CeututunitLes— 

Hour Can They Work Toy ether? 

— By Jordan Wright — 

It’s a deal,” said the rough looking cowboy to the Indian 
chief. A deal had been struck on starting a horse breed¬ 

ing business. The Indian and some of his strongest men 
would catch horses running wild in the foothills of Colo¬ 
rado. The cowboy built the necessary facilities for training 

! the horses. Once the horses were trained, the cowboy 
would sell them and split the money with the Indians. By 
forming a symbiotic relationship, both parties reaped 
maximum benefits. The same principle holds true for 
today’s electric cooperatives. Community members con¬ 
tribute to running the cooperative, and it provides cost ef¬ 
fective services in return, aoi -| jsajjoj 

One of the most obvious ways that the electric coop¬ 
erative helps the community is by providing cheap and 
efficient electricity. In the 1930’s, very few rural farmers 
had electricity and those who did, paid exorbitant prices 
for it, often three or four times that of city dwellers. Begin¬ 
ning in 1935, the government set out to provide a way to 
bring electricity to all citizens. Men and women of all back¬ 
grounds could organize themselves and get loans to build 
a system for their area. FDR signed an executive order in 
May of 1935 that established the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration. Since private utilities were not interested in 
rural systems, the newly organized rural people applied for 
this money and used it to set up their cooperatives. Hun¬ 
dreds of different cooperatives worked ceaselessly plan¬ 
ning every detail of the system. The people behind this 
great revolution were nothing more than ordinary citizens 
who worked together for the common good. 

Contmuet on jonge, 16c. 
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Barbara Pitts 
Union County 
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Scott L. Ury 
Union County 
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HOKUMI —coututvieJ^Jronv^ije, 16&. 

profit, then the money is later given back to 
the community in many different ways, such 
as service projects or aid to persons who 
need assistance in paying their bills. Service 
projects vary, and they range from health 
fairs to organizing neighborhood watches. 
Also, classes may be offered to help teach 
those in need of learning more about electri¬ 
cal safety. Non-profit organizations are one 
of a kind when it comes to serving the 
people of their communities. iua>| i|dasop 

In 1995, local cooperatives formed a 
regional water system that cost nearly $20 
million. In southern Illinois where I live, 
many people are miles away from town, and 
it also might be quite a distance to get to 
your neighbors’ house. This creates another 
major problem like electricity did years ago. 
People had drinking water, but it wasn’t 
pure. As a result, the Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative formed a regional water sys¬ 
tem, SouthWater, Inc. Rather than four or five, 
many different towns came together to form 
one water treatment plant. This project re¬ 
ceived many grants, and with the dedicated 
efforts of our local electric cooperatives, many 
communities are sharing in its success today. 

Cooperatives are very involved with the 
youth of their communities. One of the most 
important accomplishments they have initi¬ 
ated is the Rural Electric Youth Tour to 
Washington, D.C. This program allows stu¬ 
dents throughout our country to gather at 
the nation’s capital to learn about the demo¬ 
cratic ways of life. These students are privi¬ 
leged enough to meet many of the great 
leaders of our nation. Of equal importance is 
the fact that students have the opportunity 
to meet other students from all over the 
United States and learn about one another 
and their communities. Other important les¬ 
sons in life are learned on the Youth Tour 
trip, also. For example, one group encoun¬ 
tered a problem with the soft drinks in their 

hotel. Many of the vending machines con¬ 
tained sodas, but they were quite expensive. 
In addition, the machines did not contain all 
of the different flavors that the teenagers 
wanted, so in order to solve this problem, a 
group of the students discussed the situa¬ 
tion, pooled their money, and went to the 
local grocery store where they bought a large 
supply of soft drinks at a cheaper price and 
then sold them to the other students. This 
method of solving the problem not only 
saved money for the students, but it also 
allowed them to get the flavor of beverage 
that they wanted. This system of cooperating 
for a common goal was later referred to as 
the “Soda Pop Co-op,” and it served as a 
good example of a non-profit cooperative 
formed democratically by its members and 
based upon their individual votes. By working 
together, everyone enjoyed the benefits. 

Henry Ford was definitely right when he 
proclaimed that working together ensures 
success. Rural Americans were once forced 
to live without electrical power, until one day 
an organization was formed to provide that 
needed power to their houses. Such an orga¬ 
nization was the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration, and it has provided many Americans 
throughout the nation with assistance in im¬ 
proving their quality of life. Based upon the 
concept that working together toward a com¬ 
mon goal results in success for everyone, 
cooperatives provided a new way of doing 
business in America. As a result, electric 
cooperatives were instrumental in lighting the 
way for rural Americans to enjoy a new way 
of life, and they continue to work closely with 
communities to upgrade and improve their 
members’ lives. Certainly cooperatives and 
the communities they serve most effectively 
demonstrate Henry Ford’s belief that 
“...working together is success,” and be¬ 
cause of that idea, we have all enjoyed more 
progressive, prosperous lives. 

Membmkit^prizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members 

of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit to¬ 
wards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section, and it’s not 
part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we 
will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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With the growth of the cooperative comes other adap- 
tations-needs to be addressed. For example, while provid¬ 
ing electric service to millions of citizens in nearly every 
state, the cooperative strives to keep its communities en¬ 
vironmentally clean. The electric cooperatives agree with 
and follow the National Electricity and Environmental Tech¬ 
nology Act. The bill outlines methods for cost effective 
clean coal technologies. Water is conserved by using a 
system that perpetually uses a small amount of water. 
Smoke stacks are built with scrubbers to clean as much of 
the outgoing air as possible. By protecting the environment 
the cooperative ensures a bright future for all communities. 

In addition to the services it provides, the cooperative 
serves the community in sundry other ways. One of the 
biggest groups to benefit is the youth. Every year, thou¬ 
sands of students are given the opportunity to compete for 
a trip to Washington D.C. Along with the possibility of the 
trip, these students also become informed about coopera¬ 
tives, giving them the background they need to be produc¬ 
tive members. Likewise, skills are developed every year at 
the Youth Leadership Council in Lincoln, Nebraska. Two 
main goals of the council are to enhance leadership and 
public-speaking skills. The benefits do not stop there; per¬ 
suasion, negotiation, and problem solving skills are devel¬ 
oped by the Congressional Action Kids Club that teaches 
children how to use the democratic system while facing 
issues that deal with the electric cooperative. By investing 
in the youth of the community, the cooperative is ensuring 
its and the communities future, iiassny iJaqoy 

Today, a rural citizen can turn on the faucet to brush 
his teeth or call his grandson because of the cooperative. 
SouthWater is blazing through the countryside to bring 

reliable and cheap service to all feasible southern Illinois 
areas. The program began in 1993 and utilizes the indi¬ 
vidual community water utilities. By uniting these separate 
districts, those outside of town are easily reached. As yet 
another service to the community, the cooperative is pro¬ 
viding extremely competitive long distance telephone ser¬ 
vice. Calls inside of Illinois cost less than five cents a 
minute. The plan even includes calls to the U.K. No need of 
the community is beyond the realm of the cooperative. 

Keeping in line with its innovative past, the cooperative is 
developing many new technologies to continue its assistance 
to the community. Hydrogen fuel cells which produce water 
as a waste product, are being developed that would free con¬ 
sumers from a power grid. These systems could be placed in 
a home and run all electric appliances within it while being 
more than twice as efficient as regular coal powered genera¬ 
tors. Also, it will soon be possible for someone to sit outside 
on the porch while chatting with his/her friend across the 
country; the cooperative hopes to make this a reality by pro¬ 
viding communities with wireless internet access. The service 
would even allow faster connection speeds than convention 
56K modems. The cooperative, therefore, proves itself a vi¬ 
able resource for people who wish to enhance their lifestyle in 
an inexpensive and reliable way. 

To summarize, the cooperative and the community 
formed a synergetic relationship in 1935 and have main¬ 
tained this mutually beneficial union for over sixty-five 
years. Community members run the cooperative, not-for 
profit but for the benefit of the entire town. The community 
then invests in the cooperative and sees a return of excel¬ 
lent services. As the community grows and changes, the 
cooperative does the same to meet its needs. 

CO 

Pay your 

electric bill OHS-UHC 

To pay your electric 
bill on-line go to 
www.siec.ora for 
information or to 
sign up. It’s quick 
and easy. 

www.siec.coop J 
mummuwmmmmummmmmmumummuummmu 

Office 
closing 

Our offices will be ipjiji 
closed September 2 

to observe Labor Day. 

Enjoy your 
holiday! 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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Look for the ULlabel 

With so many electrical 
wiring devices to choose 

from, how can you be assured 
that the items you buy will provide years of 
safe, problem-free performance? 

When shopping for items such as light 
switches, dimmers or surge protectors, the 

Leviton Institute advises 
consumers to always 

look for the UL 
(Underwriters 
Laboratory) 
mark. The UL 
mark indicates 

that an electrical 
product satisfies 

the safety require¬ 
ments of one of the 

nation’s oldest and most 
trusted product testing organizations. 

The UL label is also your assurance that the 
manufacturer’s products are tested and re¬ 

tested often to ensure that safety 
standards don’t slip. UL inspectors 

are frequent visitors at most facilities 
that manufacture electrical components. 

As long as a product carries the UL listing, 
consumers can be assured that it has undergone 
a rigorous regimen 
of testing. 

Source: The Leviton Institute 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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SIPC Qeiwral Manager, TUM, Ream SlEC Billing Coordinator Cindy Aden S1EC Qenerad Manager Larry Lovell U 

twl SlEC general Manager, Larry and Assistant Engineer Lindn Keller seated with/ re-elected directors Carole 

Lovell discuss tke evening’s pro- assist with member registration. Kelley, Johnson County; Raymond Snell, 

gram prior to the start of ike an- Alexander County; and C. Larry Fisher, 

nual meeting. Massac County. 

Continued on page 16b 
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# 

Fro My iejt to rujkt, PcujeruttJudges, Dorothy Cfuwtrierr; Mur SI EC 2001, PJufc PMUb FLOJMMV; Pay- 

JuAyt-arui Mur Southern liiutou 2001, Arhley hiatjuld; F'urrt Runner-Uy, AMy Heinrlckr; 

Miur SIEC 2002, KrutLn Tketjont; Payennt JuAye, Dr. Art Aibnum; Second Rjcnner-Uy, Nichote 

Heinrichu; Miur Conyenudity, Nikki Syleur; MUL Payecmt JuAye, Rjdyh Qraham. 

Contertnntrjbr tkiuyenr’r yayeant Mere: (Left to riykt) Bonnie Rooney, Donyoin; Samech Boy an, Tarumu; 

AMy Heinrichu, Annas; Jennas Talmaye, Cyprerr; Kristin Tketjbrd, CobcLen; CheryL Powell, Olive Branch; 

Atkenas Jordan, Ullin; Nichole Heinrichu, Annas; Nikki Spierr, Annas; and CarMetka Waddy, Villas Ridye. 

While waitiny on thepayeant rerultu 

jroMstkejudyer, conizrtantsAtkenas 

Jordan, Nichote Heinrichu, Nikki Spieur 

and CarMcthos Waddy enjoy Osjewronyr 

played by ike band “Sweet Kay Tee Jay." 

Ontheiejt iu 

retiriny 

Queen, Miur 

SIEC 2001, 

Riros Renee 

FtancMs 

with Miur 

SIEC 2002, 

Kristin 

Dawn 

Thetjvrd. 

jamajg 
au9|jei|0 
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SIBC President C. Larry Ptiker pr&smis a, um±dvfor 15years of 

cooperative, service, to Pant Lentz,, Work, Order Clerk,. Also 

maldety the,presentation, wns Larry Lovell, Cjeneral Manager. 

Director of Administration, and, finance,, Chris Bennett, left, 

announces names of prize, winners while, SIEC employees, 

Leslie, Harvel, Cashier-, Pamela, Bierstedt, Payroll Clerk,; and, 

John Harris, System, Lnyineer distribute, prizes to members. 

Near mil improi/ed, outage, reportinfj system. 

On September 3, 2002, the cooperative 

improved the way you report after hour 

power outages. The new system blends 

the friendly service of conversing with 

a “live” operator during small outages 

and will convert to the speed and con¬ 

venience of electronic reporting during 

major outages. The only change you 

should notice is the increased speed with 

which this operating system will handle 

your calls. This should result in a decrease of 

the number of busy signals you had been receiving 

during previous outages. This new reporting 

■ | system will use your home phone number 

as a key to dispatching our crews. So 
please make sure that we have vour 
current home phone number on file. 

If you should have any questions 

about the new system please call the 

cooperative at 800-762-1400 so that 

we may answer your concerns. This is 

another way the cooperative is trying to im¬ 

prove service to our members, sajeg pjeijoju 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 

Membership'prvze^ 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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ctober is national cooperative month. It’s a time to celebrate the accomplishments of co¬ 
operatives and to educate the public about the advantages cooperatives offer. 

More than 34 million people in the United States receive their electricity from a cooperative. 
That’s more than one in 10 Americans. And chances are, all Americans receive some product or 
service through the 47,000 plus cooperatives that exist in America. Products such as Land 
O’Lakes, Ocean Spray and Sunkist are all made by cooperatives. Businesses such as Ace Hardware 
and True Value are cooperatively owned and operated. 

But what is a cooperative? It’s a member-owned, democratically controlled enterprise, created 
and used by its member-owners to provide goods and services. That means member-owners have a 
say in how the cooperative is run and receive the benefits of it. With other businesses, sharehold¬ 
ers receive all the capital gain at the expense of the people who use the products or services. But 
electric cooperatives give back this gain in the form of capital credits to the members themselves. 
More than 120 million people across America are forming cooperative businesses to find solutions 
to their community’s needs. They have realized that cooperatives give consumers more choices, 
cost savings and less risks. Cooperatives are guided by a set of seven principles. U/WOJfl ~\ S0|JB3 

11
ST

 PRINCIPLE: VOLUNTARY AND OPEN 

MEMBERSHIP 

Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, open 
to all persons able to use their services and willing 
to accept the responsibilities of membership. 

12
ND

 PRINCIPLE: DEMOCRATIC MEMBER 

CONTROL 

Cooperatives are democratic organizations con¬ 
trolled by their members, who actively participate 
in setting their policies and making decisions. Men 
and women serving as elected representatives are 
accountable to the membership. 

13
RD

 PRINCIPLE: MEMBERS’ ECONOMIC 

PARTICIPATION 

Members contribute equally to, and demo¬ 
cratically control, the capital of their cooperative. 
At least part of that capital is usually the com¬ 
mon property of the cooperative. They usually 
receive limited compensation, if any, on capital 
subscribed as a condition of membership. 

14™ PRINCIPLE: AUTONOMY AND 
INDEPENDENCE 
Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help orga¬ 

nizations controlled by their members. If they 
enter into agreements with other organizations, 
including governments, or raise capital from ex- 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC 

ternal sources, they do so on terms that ensure 
democratic control by their members and main¬ 
tain their cooperative autonomy. 

15™ PRINCIPLE: EDUCAHON, TRAINING, 
AND INFORMATION 
Cooperatives provide education and training 

for their members, elected representatives, man¬ 
agers and employees so they can contribute ef¬ 
fectively to the development of their 
cooperatives. 

16™ PRINCIPLE: COOPERATION AMONG 
COOPERATIVES 
Cooperatives serve their members most effec¬ 

tively and strengthen the cooperative movement 
by working together through local, national, re¬ 
gional and international structures. 

17™ PRINCIPLE: CONCERN FOR THE 
COMMUNITY 
While focusing on member needs, cooperatives 

work for community development through policies 
accepted by their members. 

Keep these principles in mind as you think 
about the cooperatives that help make your life 
a little better. To find out more about electric 
co-ops visit www.aiec.org or www.nreca.org. 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING OCTOBER 2002 
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Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive is proud to announce that 

you can now enter your residential 
meter reading, calculate your monthly 
billing amount, pay your bill by VISA, 
MasterCard or electronic funds transfer 
(EFT) from your bank account, and see 
your 13 month billing history on our 
Web site. We are excited about this 
new service and hope you will be too! 

If you do not want to do this over 
the Internet, you can also do every¬ 
thing except view your 13-month his¬ 
tory by use of a touch-tone telephone 
by dialing (800) 331-0915. In order 
to do this we need to give you some 
additional information. If you plan to 
pay by EFT or credit card over the 
telephone, you need to sign up with 
us here at the office first. You can 
still calculate your bill, but you must 
first be registered with us to make 
your payment, UOJBJS M SUJOIAI 

When you first go into the system, 
you will be asked for an Account 
Number and a PIN number. YOUR 
ACCOUNT NUMBER IS YOUR BILLING 
NUMBER, SUCH AS 12345-001 
(NOTE: DO NOT USE the hyphen 
when entering your account number) 
Your PIN number is 000 for the first 
time—you will be asked to enter a 
new one for future use. Please re¬ 
member this PIN, as the cooperative 
will not have access to it. 

Be sure to tell the online pay¬ 
ment system how vou will be paving 
the bill before vou confirm vour 
meter reading. A member can 

choose from the following bill pay¬ 
ment options: credit card, electronic 
funds transfer (EFT), or personal 
check to the cooperative. We also 
have a feature under “Payment Only” 

that allows a member to pay a bal¬ 
ance owed from a previous bill. 

Also note: This system is not 
interactive—it will not show your 
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After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 
Dongola office 

(618) 827-3555 
Dongola office 
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postings until the cooperative has posted them 
on the next business day. The 13-month his¬ 
tory is only updated at the end of the month. 

Some people may ask if it is safe to trans¬ 
fer their bank account number or credit card 
number over the Internet. Yes it is! 

The safety level is dependent upon two 
factors. The first factor is the encryption 
level of our server. The second factor is the 
encryption level of your personal browser. 
Our server offers 128-bit encryption, which 
is the strongest security available. This does 

not mean that information will necessarily be 
passed back and forth at this level of security. 

On the bottom of your browser, you 
should see a window that has a little padlock 
on it. Rest your cursor on this padlock. After a 
few moments you should get a message tell¬ 
ing you the encryption level of this current 
connection. If it is anything less than 128 bit, 
then we encourage you to update your 
browser. Microsoft’s Internet Explorer 
Browser, Version 5.50 does support this 
maximum encryption level. sjaAai/d anaiiig 

Office^ closuuj 
Your cooperative office will be closed Monday, November 11, 2002 
in honor of Veterans Day. The Cooperative office will also be closed 

on Thursday and Friday, 

Local informations on/ tk& Web 
If you are interested in a variety of local and regional information, 

check out the Web site 

www.usacommunitytoday.com 
It has a variety of resources, features, current events 

and quick links to other informative Web sites.” 

Membershipsprize/ 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards 
their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part of 
the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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rqecLto Hmick/for overheads flower lines, 
'trLcaL (mzaras durinq harvest seasons 

Farmers urc 
other electrical hanari 

Dozens of farm workers 
are killed by electro¬ 

cution each year 
when their farm 
machines and 
equipment make 
contact with over¬ 
head power lines. 
These tragic acci¬ 
dents are preventable. 

With harvest sea¬ 
son getting underway, Safe 
Electricity urges farm workers to 
take note of electrical lines when mov 
ing equipment like portable grain augers, oversized wag¬ 
ons and large combines, and to use a qualified electrician 
for electrical system repairs, pinj laeijoiiAi 

“The rush to harvest can cause farm workers to skip 
important safety steps,” said Molly Hall, Director of Safe 
Electricity. “Tragic deaths and injuries can be avoided if 
precautions are taken, like making sure everyone who 
works on the farm knows the location of power lines and 
keeps farm equipment at least 10 feet away from them.” 

“Equipment contacting overhead power lines is the 
leading cause of farm electrocution accidents in the Midwest,” 
said Bob Aherin, University of Illinois Agricultural Safety 
Specialist. “Moving portable grain augers poses the great¬ 
est risk because those who are on the ground moving the 
equipment would provide a direct path for electricity 
if there’s a contact with overhead wires.” 

“Always lower grain augers before moving them, even 
if it’s only a few feet. Variables like wind, uneven ground, 
shifting weight or other conditions can combine to create 
an unexpected result,” Aherin said. 

Farm workers also are advised not to use metal poles 
when breaking up bridged grain inside and around bins 
and to use qualified electricians for work on drying equip¬ 
ment and other farm electrical systems. 

“It’s also important for operators of farm equipment 
or vehicles to know what to do if the vehicle comes in 
contact with a power line,” Hall said. “It’s almost always 
best to stay in the cab, call for help and wait until the elec¬ 
tric utility arrives to make sure power to the line is cut off.” 

“If the power line is 
energized and you 

step outside, your 
body becomes 
the path and 
electrocution is 
the result,” 
Aherin said. 

“Even if a power 
line has landed on 

the ground, there is still 
the potential for the area 

nearby to be energized. Stay in¬ 
side the vehicle unless there’s fire or 

imminent risk of fire.” 
In that case, the proper action is to jump - not step - 

with both feet hitting the ground at the same time. Jump clear, 
without touching the vehicle and ground at the same time and 
continue to shuffle or hop to safety keeping both feet together 
as you leave the area. 

“Like the ripples in a pond or lake, the voltage diminishes 
the farther out it is from the source,” Aherin said. “Stepping 
from one voltage level to another allows the body to become a 
path for that electricity. A large difference in voltage between 
both feet could kill you. 

“Be sure that at no time you or anyone touches the 
equipment and the ground at the same time. Never should 
the operator simply step out of the vehicle—the person 
must jump clear.” 

Prevention of electricity-related tragedies is the goal of 
Safe Electricity, a statewide program created by a coalition 
of nearly three dozen organizations including Illinois inves¬ 
tor-owned electric utilities, electric cooperatives and the 
University of Illinois. All are members of the Illinois Electric 
Council (IEC), a non-profit industry forum which launched 
the safety awareness program last year. 

In addition to public service announcements and other 
outreach efforts, Safe Electricity has an online electrical 
safety center, www.SafeElectricity.org. The section on 
Agribusiness provides tips and detailed information for 
farm workers. Residential safety, contractor safety, school¬ 
teacher resources, and youth games and activities also 
can be found on the Web site. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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The stars and stripes of the 

American flag hold a place 

of pride in the hearts of Ameri¬ 

cans. We hold dear our flag as the 

symbol of our nation’s continuing 

struggle for freedom. Our flag has 

seen its share of bloodshed, victories 

and defeats as it has stood proudly 

beside our soldiers during wars. 

Those soldiers have helped to pre¬ 
serve our flag and what it represents. 

Honor our nation’s veterans on No¬ 

vember 11th by celebrating Veteran’s 

Day. And honor our flag by learning 

how to properly display and care for 

this symbol of America. 

* Flying the flag 
• Display from sunrise to sunset, 

never allowing darkness to fall 

while the flag is raised. The flag 

may be displayed 24-hours a day 

if it is illuminated at night. 

• Do not display during rain, sleet, 

snow or other inclement weather 

unless using an all-weather flag. 

• Never allow the flag to touch any¬ 

thing below it. 

• Do not store the flag where it can 

get dirty. 

• Do not mark on or personalize the 

flag in any way. 

• Allow the flag to fall freely. 

• Hoist the flag quickly and lower it 

ceremoniously, never allowing it to 

touch the ground. 

* Flying at half mast: 
When flying the flag at half-mast, 

raise it first to the top and then lower 

to half-mast (half way between the 

top and bottom of the mast). When 

lowering the flag, first raise it momen¬ 

tarily to the top and then lower. On 

Memorial Day, the flag should be 

flown at half-staff until noon. The 

President of the United States may 

designate other days the flag should be 

displayed at half-mast. 

* Folding the flag: 
First fold the flag in half width-wise 

twice. Starting at the striped end, fold 

one corner over to make a triangle. 

Fold this triangle over and repeat until 

only the stars are showing. Then tuck 

the last piece inside the folds. A prop¬ 

erly folded flag is a triangle showing the 

blue stars. For a demonstration of fold¬ 

ing the flag properly, visit the Web site 

www.americanflags.com 

Never throw a flag away! When the 

flag is so worn it is no longer a fitting 

symbol to be displayed, destroy it in 

a dignified manner, preferably by 

burning the flag and burying the 

ashes. Many American Legion and 

VFW Chapters conduct flag burning 

ceremonies, often on Flag Day, June 

14th. Contact your local chapter about 

this ceremony. 

For more information on proper flag 

etiquette, visit www.vfw.org. You can 

also request a free copy of the VFW’s 

“Our Flag” brochure by sending a 

self-addressed, stamped envelope 

to: Flag Brochure, VFW Citizenship 

Education Dept., VFW National 

Headquarters, 406 W. 34th St., 

Kansas, MO. 64111. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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Directors 

Larry C. Lovell, General Manager 
R. Dennis Abercrombie 
Roger D. Acuff 
Cindy L. Aden 
Cathleen Belcher 
Chris L. Bennett 
Pamela K. Bierstedt 
Christopher S. Boyd 
Sam A. Brown 
Barry E. Clark 
Enloe A. Clemons, Sr. 
J. Perry Dailey 
Teddy L. Earnhart 
Bobbie D. Fisher 
Terry L. Grissom 

Dale Guetersloh 
John K. Harris 
Leslie A. Marvel 
Steven C. Hoffman 
B. Blayne Holshouser 
Charles A. Holtzclaw 
Lamar L. Houston, Jr. 
Larry Joe Keller 
Linda Keller 
Thomas H. Keller 
Pamela Lentz 
Larry R. Lingle 
Michael L. Logeman 
Donald E. Martin 
A. Loraine McGee 
Lisa Mead 
Ron Medlin 
LaRue D. Parr 
Robin J. Ramage 
John D. Rendleman 
Betty L. Reynolds 
Sam P Rider 
Gary Roach 
Stephanie D. Theis 
Todd Thurston 
Stanley J. Treat 
Michael Williams 
Cortney Woodson 

POPE 

WUkutjyoic djoyotu holiday season/and a, 
New-Yea^jiUed/mtdp^aca'aJidhAyylnsss 

Prowi the/ directors ccui ewiployezs of Southern tilinoU Electric Cooperative/ 
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Barbara Pitts, President 
Scott L. Ury, Vice-President 
Carole J. Kelley, Secretary-Treasurer 
Dale Faughn 
C. Larry Fisher 
G. Robert Inman 
Richard D. Moss 
Raymond C. Snell 
Dale E. Taake 
Ronald E. Osman, Attorney 
Sara Fike, Attorney 
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(800) 762-1400 
Dongola office 
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The IEC Memorial Scholarship pro 
gram will award four scholar¬ 

ships in the amount of $1,000 
each to high school seniors. 

Three scholarships 
will be awarded to stu¬ 
dents who are the sons or 
daughters of an Illinois electric 
cooperative member receiving 
service from the cooperative at the 
time the scholarship application is sub¬ 
mitted. One scholarship will be awarded 
to a student who is the son or daughter of 
an Illinois electric cooperative employee or 
director. J83J0IA1 UU\/ AJBIAI 

A scholarship applicant is eligible for 

consideration in only one of the above cat¬ 
egories, and is eligible to apply through 

only one electric cooperative. 
The applicant must be a 
high school senior who 
is planning to enroll in a 

full-time (at least 12 hours) 
undergraduate course of study at 

an accredited two year or four year 
college, university or vocational/technical 

school in Illinois. 
To apply, call Southern Illinois Electric Co¬ 

operative at (800) 762-1400 to request an ap¬ 
plication packet. Each applicant is responsible 
for submitting all information to the cooperative 
by January 1,2003. 

SIEC’t Youttv to Wrukuujton 
essay contest 

SIEC’s Youth to Washington essay con¬ 
test is underway for 2003. Any 15 to 18 

year old high school student is eligible to enter, 
except members of the immediate family of 
any board member or employee of SIEC. The 
student must be enrolled in any high school in 
the area served by the cooperative. 

We encourage those students who are 
eligible to enter to call the cooperative for an 
essay entry packet. The packet will contain 

some research material to get you started with 
your essay. V pJBll3!y 

The grand prize is a one-week all-expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C. in June 2003 
for one male and one female student. Grand 
prizewinners and runner-ups are also eligible 
to attend the “Youth to Springfield” day in April 
2003, sponsored by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. If you are interested, give 
us a call at (800) 762-1400. 

IP 
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Holiday lighting has always been an economical way to 
celebrate the season and beautify your home. If you’re 

planning a holiday lighting display, Safe Electricity 
reminds you to avoid potential safety hazards as you 
place holiday lights. 

“Lights on a tree or other places add to the enjoyment 
of the season, but they need to be checked and used prop¬ 
erly,” says Molly Hall, director of the Safe Electricity pro¬ 
gram. “We encourage everyone to take a few extra minutes 
to avoid the risk of electric shock or fire.” 

Keep these tips in mind when decorating with lights: 

• Use only lights that have been safety tested and 
approved by Underwriters Laboratory (UL). Look 
for the UL label on the box and on each string. 

• If you use a fresh tree, water it frequently 
and place it away from heat sources such 
as heating ducts, a fireplace, radiators or 
television. 1 'N auep 

• Before plugging in lights, check each 
string for broken sockets, frayed 
cords or faulty plugs. Replace any 
damaged strings. 

• Make sure extension cords are in 
good condition. Use only UL- 
approved cords that are rated 
to carry the electrical load 
you will connect to them. 

• Keep electric cords out 
of high-traffic areas. 
Don’t stretch them 
across a room 
where people can 
trip over them; like¬ 
wise, don’t hide them 
under rugs or carpets that 
people will trample on. 

• Always unplug lights before going to bed or leaving 
your home. 

“Checking the condition of electrical cords is very 
important, as a frayed or cracked cord could cause a shock 
or fire,” said Hall. “Likewise, an overloaded extension cord 
also poses afire hazard.” 

Whether decorating for the holidays or using extension 
cords in general, read the labels on both the cord and 

the appliances that are plugged into it to make sure 
the cord can handle the load. If it can’t, change to a 

higher-rated cord or unplug some appliances. 
While some people may load up an 

extension cord to free outlet space over the holi¬ 
days, remember that extension cords are meant 
for temporary, not permanent, use. 

Safe Electricity is a statewide electrical 
safety public awareness program. The pro¬ 

gram was created by a coalition of nearly 
three dozen organizations including the 

University of Illinois, rural electric coop¬ 
eratives, and investor-owned electric 

utilities from throughout the state. 
All are members of the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Council, a not-for profit orga¬ 

nization dedicated to promoting 
electric safety and efficiency. 

Everyone is urged 
to heed the safety tips 

presented in Safe Electric¬ 
ity public service an¬ 
nouncements and to visit 
www.SafeElectricitv.ora 

to learn more about 
being safe around 
electricity and 

related equipment. 

Mmtberskipy 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this cen¬ 
ter section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

ASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 

DECEMBER 2002 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

CO 

16c 



nnnnarotiw
a . H

annw
 hniiriavs fm

m
 vnur nnooerative

 
• H

aopv holidays from
 your cooperative 

UKs'CasketL Mid returned awttol credit checks 
If your name appears on the list printed below please call the cooperative at (800) 762-1400, ask for Loraine, and a new 

I check will be re-issued in your name. 

Betts, Frank L. Dillow, Catherine Scott, Ryan 
McClure, IL Cobden, IL Metropolis, IL 

Brazier, Leonard Dowdy, Kenneth J. Shannon, 0. L. 
Mounds, IL Tamms, IL Cobden, IL 

Butts, Ted H. Faughn, John I Sitton, Eulah 
Vienna, IL Brookport, IL Jonesboro, IL 

Chapman, Jr., William H. & Kathy Lynn, Lennis Smith, Chastity D. 
Grand Tower, IL Karnak, IL Cypress, IL 

Clover, Darin G. Marks, Jonathan W. Thorne, Christi M. 
Wolf Lake, IL Anna, IL Karnak, IL 

Copley, Jeremy Milewski, Anthony A. Youngblood, Helen M. 
Paducah, KY Cobden, IL Jonesboro, IL 

Morgan, Michael L. 
Grand Tower, IL 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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