
Your Total Energy Supplier 

(TOP LEFT PHOTO): Blake Summers of Shelbyville (left) 
and Matt Clark of Shelbyville, both linemen for Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville, were instructed on 
safety during a first-year distribution training school 
held October 8 - 12 at Lincoln Land Community Col¬ 
lege in Springfield. The school, which was hosted by 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
Springfield, was part of a five-week training program 
teaching proper work techniques, electrical theory and 
safety. 

(TOP RIGHT PHOTO): Cary Bryson of Shelbyville (left) 
and Kris Koehler of Shelbyville, both linemen for Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville, were instructed on 
safety during a rubber gloving school held October 8 - 
12 at Lincoln Land Community College in Springfield. 
The school, which was hosted by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, Springfield, was part of 
a five-week training program teaching proper work 
techniques, electrical theory and safety. 

(BOTTOM RIGHT PHOTO): Steve Darnell of Shelbyville and Brian Bunton of Shelbyville, both linemen for Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, took part in a second-year distribution school held October 15 - 19 at Lincoln Land 
Community College in Springfield. Pictured from left are instructor Scott Kerley from Tri-County Electric Coop¬ 
erative, Inc., Darnell and Bunton. The second-year distribution school, hosted by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, was part of a five-week lineman training program teaching safe working methods for 
electric line personnel. 
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Shelby Electric Cooperative welcomes new members 
Name Citv/Town 
Kenneth Vail Shelbyville 
Kathy Hooper Taylorville 
Ronald Eades Monticello 
Kimberly Shields Findlay 
Virginia Larson Lakewood 
Christal Durbin Stonington 
Janette L. Scheele Shelbyville 
Russ Hakman Windsor 
Norman J. Smith Taylorville 
Micheal E. Jones Neoga 
Lori A. Wells Shelbyville 
Dustin Brown Cowden 
Union Planter PMAC Hattiesburg, MS 

Wendy Shaffer Neoga 
Charles D. Kirk Neoga 

Name Citv/Town 
Jason Hartley Macon 
Larry G. Smith Shelbyville 
Randal L. Campbell Stonington 
Dennis Lamb Pana 
Dawn Murphy Cowden 
Cathy Peters Edinburg 
Kaskaskia Broadcasting Taylorville 
Dona Winings Findlay 
Glenda L. Houghton Carmel IN 
Tgnacio Calderon Cowden 

Rudy Copelin Tower Hill 
Aaron W Hocq Pana 
Leon C. Duncan Taylorville 
Andrew D. Elder Stonington 

Name Citv/Town 
Tony Fox Shelbyville 
David E. Wells Spaulding 
Charles Sewell Tower hill 
Colleena Knearem Shelbyville 
Chris McQuire Edinburg 
Jason Robertson Cowden 
Lewis Creighton Mt Zion 
R. P. Lumber Taylorville 
Holland Township Beecher City 
Duane K. Askins Shelbyville 
Chris R. Elliott Shelbyville 
Martha Sandiford Cowden 
Trent A. Lilly Mode 
Henry J. Moon Altamont 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
The Low Income Home En¬ 

ergy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
is designed to assist eligible low- 
income households pay for win¬ 
ter energy services. LIHEAP will 
provide a one-time benefit. The 

amount of payment is determined 
by income, household size, fuel 
type, and geographic location. For 
more details about the program, 
you may contact the local agency 

that serves your area or call the 
toll free Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Community Affairs 
Energy Information Line at (800) 

252-8643. 

CEFS Economic Opportunity Corporation 
1805 S. Banker Street, Effingham 
(217)342-2193 
Counties Served: Christian, Clay, Effingham, 
Fayette, Montgomery, Moultrie and Shelby 

Embarras River Basin Agency, Inc. 
115 S. Kentucky Street, Greenup 
(217) 923-3113 
Counties Served: Clark, Coles, Crawford, 
Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Jasper, 
Lawrence and Richland 

Our offices will be closed 
Tuesday, January 1, 2002 in 

observance of New Years Day. 

Decatur-Macon County Opportunities Corp. 
1122 E. Marietta Street, Decatur 
(217) 428-2193 
County Served: Macon 

Sangamon County Department of 
Community Resources 
200 S. 9th Street, Springfield 
(217) 535-3120 
County Served: Sangamon 

Shelby Energy Company 

For all your Liquid Propane (LP) needs 
CALL SHELBY ENERGY COMPANY 

(217) 774-2311 * (800) 677*2612 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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CN Stay safe and warm when using space heaters 
Space heaters can add com¬ 

fort to a cold day, help you con¬ 
serve energy and make your 
winter more pleasant. But they 
also present some risks that you 
need to be aware of when using 
them. 

Fuel-burning space heaters 
produce a variety of combustion 
products that can be hazardous to 
your health. If possible, use an 
electric space heater that produces 
no fumes and requires no liquid 
fuel such as gasoline or kerosene. 

Select a space heater with a 
guard around the heating ele¬ 
ment. This will help keep chil¬ 
dren, pets and clothing away from 
the heat source. 

Look for a space heater that 
has been tested and certified by a 
nationally recognized testing labo¬ 
ratory. These heaters have been 
determined to meet specific safety 
standards and manufacturers are 
required to provide important use 
and care information to the con¬ 
sumer. 

Read and follow the manu¬ 
facturer’s operating instructions. 
A good practice is to read aloud the 
instructions and warning labels to 

all members of the household to 
be certain that every¬ 
one understands how 
to operate the heater 
safely. Keep the 
owner’s manual in a 
convenient place to 
refer to when needed. 

Keep children and 
pets away from space 
heaters. Some heaters have 
very hot surfaces. Children should 
not be permitted to either adjust 
the controls or move the heater. 

Place heaters at least three feet 
away from objects such as bedding, 
furniture and drapes. Never use 
heaters to dry clothes or shoes. Do 
not place heaters where towels or 
other objects could fall on the 
heater and start a fire. 

Be certain that your heater is 
placed on a level, hard and non¬ 
flammable surface, not on rugs or 
carpets. 

Use heaters on the floor. Never 
place heaters on furniture, since 
they may fall, dislodging or break¬ 
ing parts in the heater, which could 
result in a fire or shock hazard. 

Unless certified for that pur¬ 

pose, do not 
use heaters in 

wet or moist 
places, such as 
bathrooms. Cor¬ 
rosion or other 

damage to parts in 
the heater may lead 

to a fire or shock haz¬ 
ard. 
Do not hide cords under 

rugs or carpets. Placing anything 
on top of the cord could cause 
the cord to overheat, and can 
cause a fire. 

Keep the heater in a safe work¬ 
ing condition. Replace missing 
guards and controls at once. Never 
operate a defective heater. Have 
all necessary repairs done by quali¬ 
fied repair persons. 

If you must use an extension 
cord, make sure it is a heavy duty 
cord marked with a #14 gauge or 
larger wire. An incorrectly-sized 
cord may create a fire hazard. If 
the heater’s plug has a ground¬ 
ing prong, use only a grounding 
(three-wire) extension cord. 

Source: U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 
www.cpsc.gov. 

Life Safety Program offered 
he #1 reason people buy a security system is for “life safety!” Whether it’s 
protecting you and your loved ones from a home intruder, a 

health care emergency, deadly home fire or carbon monoxide poi¬ 
soning, Alert Security systems are designed to save lives! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide home intru¬ 
sion, environmental and health care monitoring services, in addi¬ 
tion to home automation life style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and 
more than just security! 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

ALERT SECURITY sES'S. 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. Illinois License #127 001022 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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When it comes to a night at 

the movies. 

there's IIO place like home 
Looking forward to a night at the movies? Look no farther than 
your own living room. DIRECTV* lets you catch blockbusters 
in the comfort of your own home with as many as 55 pay-per- 
view choices every night! Bring the whole family for as little 
as $3.99 per movie. Plus you'll get trusted, hometown service 
from your local DIRECTV dealer. Call today and catch the early 
show tomorrow. 

DIRECTV. World class TV, hometown service. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Monday-Friday 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 RM. 

(800) 677-2612 (217) 774-3986 

DIRECTV 
Biacxout restrictions aoplytts al snorts packages. Hardware and programming sold separately. CHftECTV is a registered 
trademark of DIBECTV* Inc,a unit of Hughes Electronics Corporation. ^2001 NRTC. 
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• ✓ SHELBY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • (217) 774-3986 • SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS 

Your Total Energy Supplier Your Touchstone Energy" Parmer 

Neil E. Pistorius - Cooperative Director of the Year 
The Illinois Cooperative 

Council (ICC) has chosen Neil E. 
Pistorius of Decatur (formerly of 
Blue Mound), a Director of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, as “Coopera¬ 
tive Director of the Year.” The 
award, which is given in recogni¬ 
tion of outstanding leadership and 
service to the cooperative, was 
presented by Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative President and CEO 
James E. Coleman and Larry 
Elledge of the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
at the Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Board meeting on Friday, Decem¬ 
ber 21, 2001, in Shelbyville. Also 
present were Pistorius’s wife, 
Eleanor, daughter Nancy Pistorius 
of Albuquerque, NM and stepson, 
Scott Kemmerer of Makanda, IL. 
Pistorius, a Director of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative since 1962 is 
a graduate of the University of Il¬ 
linois and a former Director of the 
AIEC. Pistorious has served as Sec¬ 
retary and Chairman of the Shelby 
Electric Cooperative Board. He is 
an Army veteran of WWII, serving 
as a Master Sergeant and earning 
the Purple Heart and Bronze Star. 
He is a former trustee of Richland 
Community College, and served 
as a Director of the Farm Bureau 
in Christian and Macon Counties. 
He is an active member of Zion 

Jim Coleman, right, president/CEO of Shelby Electric presents 
the Cooperative Director of the Year Award to Neil E. Pistorius. 

Chapel Methodist Church and was 
selected as an Illinois Master 
Farmer by Prairie Farmer maga¬ 
zine in 1987. 

The ICC is made up of repre¬ 
sentatives of the Illinois agricul¬ 
tural marketing, supply, and 
service cooperatives and educa¬ 
tional institutions, including the 
AIEC, CoBank-National Bank for 
Cooperatives, Farm Credit Ser¬ 
vices of Illinois, Farmland Indus¬ 
tries, Growmark, Illinois 
Association of Community Col¬ 
lege Instructors, Illinois Associa¬ 
tion of Vocational Agriculture 

Teachers, Illinois Farm Bureau, 
Illinois Milk Producers’ Associa¬ 
tion, Illinois State University, IPLA/ 
United Producers, Land O’ Lakes, 
Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale, University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, Western Il¬ 
linois University, and USDA Rural 
Development. The ICC was 
formed in 1966 as the Illinois Co¬ 
operative Coordinating Commit¬ 
tee. 

Faculty at Illinois State Univer¬ 
sity and University of Illinois Col¬ 
leges of Agriculture judged the 
selection of the winner. 

Office closing 
Our office will be closed on 

February 18, 2002 in observance 
of President’s Day. 
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Shelby Electric Cooperative sponsors “Youth Day” 
in Springfield and “Youth to Washington” tour 

Once again, Shelby Electric 
Cooperative is offering area high 
school students an opportunity to 
get a close up look at their gov¬ 
ernment. The Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
and its member cooperatives, in¬ 
cluding Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, are sponsoring the “Illinois 
Electric and Telephone Coopera¬ 
tives Youth Day” and the “Youth 
to Washington” tour. Both of these 
programs have been in existence 
for more than 40 years. Today 
many alumni of these programs 
work in local, state and federal 
government. Some have gone on 
to serve as elected officials. 

James E. Coleman, President 
and CEO of Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative and the Board of Directors 
of Shelby Electric Cooperative 
would like to send two students 
from every High School in our ser¬ 
vice area to the “Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives 
Youth Day” which is scheduled for 
April 17, 2002. Transportation and 
meals will be provided by Shelby 
Electric Cooperative. During the 
day hundreds of students from all 
over the State of Illinois will meet 
with their elected Senators and 
Representatives at the Capitol. 
They will have an opportunity to 
see state government at work. Stu¬ 
dents will also tour the State Capi¬ 

tol complex, the Illinois Supreme 
Court and visit historic sites in 
Springfield. Last year there were 

23 students from 12 area High 
Schools which attended the “Illi¬ 
nois Electric and Telephone Co¬ 
operatives Youth Day” on behalf 
of Shelby Electric Cooperative. 

Area High Schools have been 
informed about the “Youth Day” 
and the “Youth to Washington” 
Tour. Each High School has been 
asked to select two students to 
represent their school at the “Illi¬ 
nois Electric and Telephone Co¬ 
operatives Youth Day.” The 
manner in which students are se¬ 
lected is left completely up to the 
High School. The only require¬ 
ment by Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive is that students are a junior 
or senior. Any student interested 
in participating in the “Illinois 
Electric and Telephone Coopera¬ 
tives Youth Day” should contact 
the Guidance Counselor at their 
High School or call Chris Spears 
at Shelby Electric Cooperative. 

Two of the students who at¬ 
tend the “Youth Day” event will 
be selected to attend the “Youth 
to Washington” Tour. Winners of 
the “Youth to Washington” Tour in 
2001 were Courtney Jackson, a 
student from Tower Hill High 
School, and Bart Lockart, a stu¬ 
dent from Shelbyville High 

School. This year Shelby Electric 
Cooperative will again sponsor 
two students on a week-long, all 
expense paid trip to Washington, 
D.C. The “Youth to Washington” 
tour will begin on Friday, June 14 
and end on Friday, June 21, 2002. 
During the week in the nation’s 
Capitol, the Illinois contingent 
will meet with Senators Dick 
Durbin and Peter Fitzgerald. U.S. 
Representatives will meet with 
students for a luncheon while on 
Capitol Hill. Meetings are also 
scheduled with leaders of co-op 
organizations such as the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation. Furthermore, many his¬ 
toric sites will be visited during 
the week. 

Whether or not a student is 
chosen to be sponsored by the co¬ 
operative to attend the “Youth to 
Washington” tour, he or she may 
plan to participate at his or her 
own expense as a “Willie 
Wiredhand” student. The esti¬ 
mated cost for a “Willie” student 
is $850. Reservations for “Willie 
Wiredhand” students can be made 
now and are taken on a “first-re- 
served, first-confirmed” basis. A 
$200 deposit is required for all 
“Willie” students. To make a res¬ 
ervation, please contact Chris 
Spears at Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. 

Shelby Energy Company 

For all your Liquid Propane (LP) needs 

Call Shelby Energy Company 

(217) 774-2311 • (800) 677-2612 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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ON 
(N Shelby Electric Cooperative offering two scholarships 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
President and CEO James E. 
Coleman has announced that the 
cooperative will award two aca¬ 
demic scholarships in the amount 
of $1,000 each. Both will be 
awarded to a son or daughter of a 
Shelby Electric Cooperative mem¬ 
ber/consumer. 

High school seniors pursuing 
a college education in Illinois are 
eligible to participate in the pro¬ 
gram. Last year the winners were 
Kasey Pruemer, a student from 
Shelbyville High School, and Jodi 

Lee Miller, a student from Pana 
High School. Scholarships may be 
used for educational costs at any 
two-year or four year accredited 
college or university in Illinois, 
including vocational/technical 
schools. Candidates are judged on 
the basis of grade point average, 
college entrance exam scores, 
work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a 
short essay that demonstrates 
knowledge of the organization 
and services of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. Deadline for receipt 

of completed applications is 
March 29, 2002. 

To request an application and/ 
or to obtain additional informa¬ 
tion concerning the Shelby Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Scholarship, 
please contact Chris Spears at the 
cooperative. The telephone num¬ 
ber for the cooperative is 774- 
3986 or (800) 677-2612. 
Applications can also be obtained 
from high school guidance coun¬ 
selors. 

LCO 
Shelby electric cooperative welcomes new 
members 
Name city / town 
Bryan Voiles Decatur 
Kelly A. Weaver Macon 
Patty Anderson Stonington 
Kerri Rahar Stonington 
Kevin Eichelberger Galesburg 
Corinna K. Petro Shelbyville 
James Wiggins Findlay 
Jerry J. Morehouse Pana 
Ernest Sharp Neoga 
James D. Schwerman Pana 
Amy Christenholz Taylorville 
Justin Fry Beecher City 
Ryan Dunaway Cowden 
Weakly Farm, Inc. Shelbyville 
Robert L. Kious, Jr. Stonington 
Shannon Heberling Stonington 

Name city / town 
Michele Hetrick Beecher city 
Robert Moffett Stonington 
Roger Orr Cowden 
Don Hoehn Aurora 
Shawn Nichols Stonington 
Terry A. Jones Pana 
Robert K. Dooley Nokomis 
Alan Ray Shelbyville 
Brian K. Dailey Strasburg 
Kevin Bernson Shelbyville 
Denis Watson Stonington 
Rick A. Kinkelaar Shumway 
Irv Parrish Pana 
L. Michael Watson Taylorville 
Carl D. Baker Taylorville 
Lisa Wright Cowden 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Route 128 and North Sixth Street, P.O. Box 560 • Shelbyville, Illinois 62565 

(217) 774-3986 or (800) 677-2612 

Office hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

Web address: www.shelbyelectric.com 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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A DIRECT) 
Answer 

About the 
Future of 
DIRECTV^ 

in this place we're 
so proud to call horn 

The household name with 
the hometown connection 

In October 2001, a plan was announced 
to merge DIRECTV and the DISH Network. 
This plan is not finalized, and will require 
regulatory approval from several agencies 
of the Federal government. Here's what 
you need to know. 

How will this plan affect you if you're a 
DIRECTV subscriber? 
For now, it won't. The government approval process for this 

merger may take more than a year. And while it's underway, 

the two entities will remain separate, competing companies. 

So, if you have DIRECTV, just keep watching. If you're thinking 
about ordering DIRECTV, go right ahead.The only changes 

you'll see in the foreseeable future will be the usual upgrades 
in service and value that DIRECTV customers have come 

to expect. 

If change does happen, how will you hear about it? 

From us — your local DIRECTV provider — directly. We'll 

send out notices and run ads to prevent misinformation. 

And, if you have questions, don't hesitate to check in with 

us at our local offices. 

And be assured: your DIRECTV service is not going away. 

No "switchover" to any other service by any other satellite 
provider is required. And if a representative of any other 

satellite service contacts you about making a "required 

switch," please contact our offices immediately. 

We'll make sure you stay happily connected. Just like always. 

Hardware and programming sold separately. DIRECTV is a registered trademark of DIRECTV* Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corporation. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners. ©ZD01 NRTC 

Shelby 
Electric 
Cooperative 
Monday-Friday 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
(800) 677-2612 or 
(217) 774-3986 
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Funding Approved for Lincoln Prairie Water Company 
EASEMENTS NEEDED 

Lincoln Prairie Water Com¬ 
pany is closer than ever to pro¬ 
viding water to parts of six 
townships in Shelby County with 
one exception - right of way ease¬ 
ments. In January, Rep. David 
Phelps, D-Eldorado, announced 
that the Rural Development Of¬ 
fice of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is ready to provide 
funding for the Lincoln Prairie 
Water Company. The funding ap¬ 
proved for the project consists of 
a $1,185,000 grant and a 
$1,495,000 loan. 

Unfortunately, the project can¬ 
not move forward even though the 
money to fund it is in place. James 
E. Coleman, president/CEO of 
Shelby Electric Cooperative who 
also serves as the president of the 
Lincoln Prairie Water Company 

Board of Directors stated that, “the 
government will not allow Lin¬ 
coln Prairie Water Company to use 
the money unless we have our 
right of way easements in place. 
The Department of Agriculture is 
requiring that at least 80 percent 
of the easements be executed be¬ 
fore they will release approved 
funding for the project.” 

Currently, only 25 percent of 
the property owners have signed 
and returned the right of way 
easements. Coleman warned that 
the project is being put in jeop¬ 
ardy if Phase One participants 
don’t act quickly. Easements for 
right of way have been mailed in 
batches over the last several 
months, beginning in September 
of 2001. Most of them were mailed 
prior to the end of December. 

The loan / grant will be used 
for the construction of a water 
treatment plant, a 50,000 gallon 
elevated water tower and the in¬ 
stallation of 72 miles of water 
lines. One well has already been 
installed and approved by the 
State of Illinois to be used as a 
source of water for the Lincoln 
Prairie Water Company system. 
Phase One will serve approxi¬ 
mately 230 households and farms. 
Additional phases are planned for 
Christian and Montgomery coun¬ 
ties. 

Anyone having questions con¬ 
cerning easements or other mat¬ 
ters related to Lincoln Prairie 
Water Company should contact 
Christy at Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative. The telephone number is 
(800) 677-2612 or (217) 774-3986. 

terms that ensure democratic con¬ 
trol by their members and main¬ 
tain the co-op’s autonomy. 

Autonomy and independence 
Cooperatives are autono- enter into agreements with other 

mous, self help organizations con- organizations or raise capital from 
trolled by their members. If they external sources, they do so on 

Our offices will be closed on 
March 29 in observance of 

Good Friday. We will resume normal 
business hours on Monday, April 1. 
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Startling statistics on effectiveness of smoke detectors 
The National Fire Protection 

Association estimates that 93 per¬ 
cent of American homes have at 
least one smoke detector. But con¬ 
sider these startling facts: 
• Almost 50 percent of all home 

fires and 60 percent of fire 
deaths occur in homes with no 
detectors. 

• The chances of dying in a home 
fire are cut in half with a work¬ 
ing smoke detector. 

• There are more homes with 
smoke detectors that don’t 
work than there are homes 
without any detectors. Detec¬ 
tors that don’t work create a 
false sense of security. 

• When purchasing a smoke de¬ 
tector, State Farm Insurance of¬ 
fers these tips: 

• Standard smoke detectors 
cost $10 to $25. Make sure 
they are approved by an in¬ 
dependent testing labora¬ 
tory, such as Underwriters 
Laboratory (UL) or Factory 
Mutual (FM). 

The number of detectors you 
need depends on the size 
of the house or apartment. 
There should be a smoke 
detector outside each sleep¬ 
ing area and at least one on 
every level of the home, in¬ 
cluding the basement. 

Smoke rises — smoke detec¬ 
tors should be mounted 
high on a wall or on the 
ceiling. However, in a 
closed stairway (such as 
those leading to a base¬ 
ment), mount a detector at 
the bottom of the stairway. 
Don’t install a detector too 

close to windows, doors or 
forced-air registers, where 
drafts could interfere with 
the detector’s operation. 

Make regular inspection of de¬ 
tectors a priority: 

Check batteries regularly and 
test detectors according to instruc¬ 
tions. Normally, batteries must be 
replaced every 9 to 12 months. 

Whether your smoke detec¬ 
tors are battery powered or hard 
wired into your home’s electrical 
system, check and clean them 
once a month according to in¬ 
structions. 

Remember to plan escape 
routes for your family and hold 
scheduled fire drills. If you have 
questions about the best places to 
install detectors, call your fire 
department. In addition, many fire 
departments will conduct home 
detector inspections for free or for 
a nominal fee. 

Source: State Farm Insurance 

Shelby Electric Cooperative offering two scholarships 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 

President and CEO James E. 
Coleman has announced that the 
cooperative will award two aca¬ 
demic scholarships in the amount 
of $1,000 each. Both will be 
awarded to a son or daughter of a 
Shelby Electric Cooperative mem¬ 
ber/consumer. 

High school seniors pursuing 

a college education in Illinois are 
eligible to participate in the pro¬ 
gram. Last year the winners were 
Kasey Pruemer, a student from 

Shelbyville High School, and Jodi 
Lee Miller, a student from Pana 
High School. Scholarships maybe 
used for educational costs at any 
two-year or four year accredited 
college or university in Illinois, 
including vocational/technical 
schools. Candidates are judged on 
the basis of grade point average, 
college entrance exam scores, 
work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a 
short essay that demonstrates 
knowledge of the organization 

and services of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. Deadline for receipt 
of completed applications is 
March 29, 2002. 

To request an application and/ 
or to obtain additional informa¬ 
tion concerning the Shelby Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Scholarship, 
please contact Chris Spears at the 
cooperative. The telephone num¬ 
ber for the cooperative is 774-3986 
or (800) 677-2612. Applications 
can also be obtained from high 
school guidance counselors. 

Shelby Energy Company 

For all your Liquid Propane (LP) needs 
CALL SHELBY ENERGY COMPANY 

(217) 774-2311 • (800) 677-2612 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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ON 
(N Shelby Electric Cooperative Directors earn NRECA 

Credentialed Director Certificates 
John Scott of rural Pana and 

Jeff Standerfer of rural Shelbyville 

have both earned the Creden¬ 

tialed Cooperative Director des¬ 

ignation from the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Association. 

Both were recently honored for 

completion of a prescribed series 

of continuing education courses. 
John Scott JeJJ Standerfer 

200 SEWES 

THE FIREPLACE FOR ANYPLACE 

tys (Ljlectric! I 
uaiiin. 

• Incredible 3D flame with glowing ember and log set i 

• Inexpensive and completely safe to operate 

• Easy to assemble, move from room to room 

• No expensive hookup or venting required 

• Operates with or without heat 

• Hassle-free, just plug in and enjoy 

e I L/mh/i om/ 
N A / / ha,r,fl„c7 try Dtmphx 
THE FIREPLACE FOR ANYPIACE~ 

Available at: 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Monday-Friday 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 RM. 

(880) 677-2612 • (217) 774-3986 

Cozy comfort 
can cost less 

Cold, crisp, bone-chilling wintry days 
- you want to stay warm and cozy indoors 
as efficiently and economically as possible. 
What to do when the heat is on and you 
want to get the most for your energy dol¬ 
lars? Here are some helpful tips: 
• Keep windows near your thermostat 

tightly closed. Drafts will keep your 
furnace working even though the rest 
of the room has reached a comfort¬ 
able temperature. 

• Check the attic access door to make 
sure it is well insulated and 
weathers tripped. 

• Keep draperies and shades open in 
sunny windows; close them at night. 

• And, don’t forget that for comfort in 
cooler temperatures warm clothes pro¬ 
vide some of the best insulation. 
To find out more ways to keep the 

heat where it belongs, just contact your 
electric cooperative. We have lots of ideas 
that will help your family stay comfort¬ 
able year-round for less. 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 

Life Safety Program 
he #1 reason people buy a security system is for “life safety!” Whether it’s 
protecting you and your loved ones from a home intruder, a 

health care emergency, deadly home fire or carbon monoxide poi¬ 
soning, Alert Security systems are designed to save lives! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide home intru¬ 
sion, environmental and health care monitoring services, in addi¬ 
tion to home automation life style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and 
more than just security! 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 
(877) 632-5378 

ALERT SECURITY Shelbyville Office 

& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. Illinois License # 127-001022 

offered 
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Autonomy and independence
 • Autonomy and independence

 • Autonomy and independence • Autonomy and independence • Autonomy and independence 

The howl of the 

ENGINES. 

The crack of the 

BAX 

The comfort of your 

RECLINER. 

If you’re a serious sports fan, you have to have DIRECT V®. 

With exclusive packages like MLB Extra Innings™ and NBA 

League Pass™, along with the great channels like Speedvision 

and ESPN (and over 225 other channels, too), you won't 

miss a moment of all the sports you can’t live without 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Monday-Friday 

7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

(880) 677-2612 • (217) 774-3986 

Call for more on DIRECTV® today. 
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Co-ops Fought For Consumers While Enron 
Wreaked Havoc 

Start with arrogance. Add 
greed, deceit, and financial chica¬ 
nery. What do you get? A company 
that wasn’t what it was cracked up 
to be. So starts Fortune 
magazine’s Dec 24th cover story 
on the collapse of Enron, a com¬ 
pany focused on creating instabil¬ 
ity and chaos in the energy 
marketplace. A company that, in 
a dramatic way, makes it easy for 
consumers and policy makers 
alike to understand how different 
electric cooperatives really are 
from others in the energy indus¬ 
try. 

While Enron was working to 
create chaos in our industry, elec¬ 
tric co-ops have been on the front 
lines, fighting for consumers and 
the stability in energy markets 
they need to live secure and pros¬ 
perous lives. 

The American people have 
learned a lot about the rapacious 
“Enron culture.” Each morning’s 
newspaper and each evening’s 
newscast brings a new episode of 
the twisted tale. A Washington 
Post headline proclaimed, 
“Enron’s culture fed its demise.” 
And congressional investigations 
have brought out more details 
about the relationship between 
Enron and Arthur Andersen, the 
company’s now infamous auditor. 

But the warning flags signal¬ 
ing potential harm to consumers 
exposed to Enron’s tactics have 
been up for a long time. We’ve 
known that this Houston-based 
company worked hard to create 

as much turmoil in the energy 
markets as they possibly could. 
Enron thrived on it. 

A New York Times article two 
years ago quoted an unnamed 
Enron executive as saying that Jef¬ 
frey Skilling, a protege of company 
founder Kenneth Lay, was “con¬ 
stantly challenging us to take ad¬ 
vantage of the turmoil.” A 
November 2001 story in the same 
newspaper quotes another Enron 
executive as saying that the 
company’s objective was to create 
a “regulatory black hole” and then 
be the “first mover into a market 
and to make money in the initial 
chaos.” 

By contrast, electric coopera¬ 
tives put consumers first. We stand 
for stability and reliability in an 
increasingly unreliable market¬ 
place. We’re fighting for the right 
regulatory and legislative solu¬ 
tions to make good on that prom¬ 
ise. 

To protect consumers, policy 
makers need to carefully scruti¬ 
nize the dangers of “market 
power” and look for solutions that 
will actually protect consumers. 
We need to modernize PUHCA 
(Public Utilities Holding Company 
Act) to deal with today’s market¬ 
place, not repeal it as many have 
advocated. We need regulators 
who will do their jobs instead of 
abdicating their responsibilities 
while companies like Enron wreak 
havoc. 

The future of the policy de¬ 
bate about changes in the energy 

industry will be a complex one. 
Regional transmission organiza¬ 
tions (RTOs) market power, inter¬ 
connection standards, net 
metering, codes of conduct are 
but a few of the concepts we must 
master in order to be effective 
advocates for the consumers we 
represent. At each turn in the road 
we must ask ourselves how we’re 
doing in creating a more stable 
and more reliable marketplace. 

Our vision of the future must 
reaffirm our consumers-first ori¬ 
entation. We are in business to be 
advocates for our consumers. 
What hurts consumers hurts us. 
What is best for the consumer is 
best for us. 

It is that simple. 

Shelby Energy Company 

For all your liquid 
Propane (LP) needs 

Call Shelby Energy Company 

(217) 774-2311 
(800) 677-2612 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Route 128 and North Sixth Street 
PO. Box 560 

Shelbyville, Illinois 62565 
(217) 774-3986 or (800) 677-2612 

Office hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
Web address: www.shelbyelectric.com 

CN 
<N 
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Do you use electric medical equipment? 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 

needs to know any time if some¬ 
one in your family is using medi¬ 
cal equipment that depends on 
electricity to operate. This applies 
to oxygen concentrators, apnea 
monitors or any other home 
health care equipment prescribed 
by your physician. 

Just call the cooperative at 
(217) 774-3986 or (800) 677-2612 
and ask to be put on the prear¬ 

ranged outage list. If a planned 
outage is scheduled so that main¬ 
tenance can be conducted, the co¬ 
operative will be sure to contact 
you ahead of time. That way, you 
will know when the outage will 
take place and how long you may 
be without electricity. 

When unplanned power out¬ 
ages occur due to the weather, 
“acts of God", or circumstances 
beyond the control of the coop¬ 

erative, the cooperative will make 
every effort to restore your power 
as quickly as possible. We under¬ 
stand that electricity is not just a 
convenience for you but a neces¬ 
sity. 

In the event that the medical 
equipment is no longer needed, 
please contact the office and have 
your name removed from the pre¬ 
arranged outage list. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative welcomes new 
members 
Name City/Town Name City/Town 

Steve Beckham Edinburg Mary Bridget Hunter Edinburg 

Robert L. Miller Shelbyville Ralph E. Cramer Decatur 

Paula Severe Tower Hill Nora Hinojosa Cowden 

David O’Bey Pana Brian T. Woodhall Stonington 

Donald L. Doran Blue Mound Travis Peden Stonington 

Rebecca Hardimon Cowden Jason Nix Stonington 

Washington Svg Bk Effingham Russ Helton Shelbyville 

William H. Howard, Jr. Shelbyville Teri Dilley Shelbyville 

Kristy Buerk Morrisonville Tommy Schuyler Taylorville 

Heidi Brown Tower Hill Douglas Taylor Decatur 

Mark A. Bennett Bethany Wendy Hall Pana 

Jill E. Bailey Moweaqua James M. Shields Pana 

Jeff Kelly Apex, NC Kelsey Vandeventer Macon 

Roger W Jones Findlay Matthew F. Beitz Stewardson 

Scott Bryant Shelbyville Patrick Doty Cowden 

Kristina Fuchs Taylorville Jackie Robertson Cowden 

Amie Campogni Stonington Sandra L. Craft Neoga 

Bona Terra Land Trust Trilla Ryan Boehm Shelbyville 

Scott Freisner Moweaqua John R. Reece, Jr. Stonington 

Kimberly J. Hays Neoga Frank Wines Stewardson 

Jerry Davis Pana Eric Crawford Taylorville 

Crown Castle Canonsburg, PA Ralph Kirk Sullivan 

Cingular Wireless Springfield Robert J. Bloemer Effingham 

Keri E. Sinnard Stonington Robert F. Siegert MD Racine WI 

Ruth A. Flynn Taylorville Anthony Meadows Cowden 

Karen E. Doss Neoga John E. Beyers Pana 

Gary P Kelsey Shelbyville Lynn Calame Witt 

Daniel W Kibler Neoga Debra Vincent Findlay 

Jon C. Short Taylorville Joshua Schorey Stonington 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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c\ 
<N Transfer Fees increased to $25 

In January, the Shelby Electric Cooperative Board of Directors 
approved a proposal to increase Transfer Fees from $20 to $25. Trans¬ 
fer Fees are assessed each time there is a change in membership at an 
individual service location. The increase was implemented on Febru¬ 
ary 1, 2002. 

7fs oleciric! 

THE FIREPLACE FOR ANYPLACE 

Incredible 3D flame with glowing ember and log set 
inexpensive and completely safe to operate 
Easy to assemble, move from room to room 
No expensive hookup or venting required jtlfk 
Operates with or without heat JWfJJW 

• Hassle-free, just plug in and enjoy 

Available at: 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Monday-Friday 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 RM. 

(800) 677-2612 • (217) 774-3986 

Faulty wiring 
can cost you $ 
without you 
knowing 
about it 

Excessive electric bills can 
arise from faulty wiring in which 
an energized wire develops a 
ground. This will cause current to 
flow to the ground. Such a fault 
may not blow a fuse or open a cir¬ 
cuit breaker but it will create a 
situation where excessive electric¬ 
ity is consumed. The excess is 
wasted energy as it flows to the 
ground. Nonetheless, it has been 
consumed and it will register on 
the meter. The cooperative has to 
pay for the electricity used, even 
if it is wasted. Consequently, if it 
goes through a member’s meter, 
the cooperative will charge the 
member for the amount registered 
on the meter. 

Life Safety Program offered 
he #1 reason people buy a security system is for “life safety!” 
Whether it’s protecting you and your loved ones from a home 

intruder, a health care emergency, deadly home fire or carbon 
monoxide poisoning, Alert Security systems are designed to save 
lives! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide home intru¬ 
sion, environmental and health care monitoring services, in addi¬ 
tion to home automation life style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and 
more than just security! 
/ An Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Member-Owned Business 

/mm ALERT SECURITY 
( & ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 
and Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Through 

ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. (Clear Talk; 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
No term agreements - Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 

Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-888-414-4116 

Concern for 

ne of the seven basic principles that cooperatives follow is concern for commu- 
iiJP nity. After all, cooperatives were formed more than 60 years ago to serve a basic 

need in their communities. 
While focusing on member needs, cooperatives work for the sustainable develop¬ 

ment of their communities. We provide a reliable source of energy. We help your local 
schools and students. We provide additional services to improve the quality of your life. 
And we are working with local leaders to bring new jobs and opponunity to our com¬ 
munities. 

We live and work here too, that’s what makes us different. We’re Illinois’ 
electric cooperatives. 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING APRIL 2002 
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Safe Electricity celebrates its first anniversary 

by Kevin Bernson, media/public relations manager 
We all celebrate anniversaries 

of one type or another. When we 
think of anniversaries we often 
think of weddings, or even birth¬ 
days (although many of us would 
rather forget them). But we 
don’t want to forget Safe A 
Electricity’s first year anniversary A 
this month. The organization is ^ 
proud to celebrate this mile¬ 
stone, and hopes to continue pro¬ 
viding electrical safety messages to 
the public for many years to come. 

Industry representatives from 
throughout Illinois, all members 
of the Illinois Electric Council 
(IEC), came together more than a 
year ago with the vision of creat¬ 
ing a broad safety awareness pro¬ 
gram dedicated to preventing 
electricity-related tragedies. Safe 
Electricity was the result. The pro¬ 
gram is made up of a coalition of 
nearly three-dozen Illinois electric 
utilities, electric cooperatives and 
the University of Illinois. It was 
officially given life at a media/press 
launch on May 7, 2001. 

Soon after its launch, a task 
force identified the need for a 
dedicated staff position to keep 
the program on track and help it 
grow. Molly Hall was named di¬ 
rector of Safe Electricity on Octo¬ 
ber 1, 2001. Hall, a seasoned media 
veteran, manages day-to-day pro¬ 
gram activities and fulfills essen¬ 
tial communication functions. “We 
are committed to making this cam¬ 
paign and the safeelectricity.org 
Web site a lifesaving resource for 
Illinois,” Hall said. “If we save one 
life or keep one person from be¬ 
ing hurt we will be successful.” 

The campaign focuses on elec¬ 
trical safety in four main areas - 
home, youth, agribusiness and 
contractor safety. The Safe Electric¬ 
ity effort uses a number of vehicles 

to deliver information to broad 
audiences, including radio and 
television public service an¬ 
nouncements (PSAs), the Internet 

and print materi¬ 
als. “Our intent is 
to continually 

lectricity 

Pictured are public service announ¬ 
cement television shoots near Alvin. 

provide information that’s timely 
and seasonal to the activities 
people are undertaking,” said Hall. 
“Each quarter, we plan to release 
new PSAs and materials that are rel¬ 
evant to the dangers most people 
are likely to encounter during that 
season.” 

At the center of the program’s 
communication efforts is a com¬ 
prehensive Web site, www.safe 

MAY 2002 ■ 

electricity.org. This site has de¬ 
tailed safety information and lists 
educational materials such as vid¬ 
eotapes, books and other resources 
available to teachers and others 
promoting the safe use of electric¬ 
ity. The Web site is updated on a 
regular basis to keep its content 
fresh and timely. It is designed to 
be easy for everyone to use - teach¬ 
ers, students, contractors, resi¬ 
dents, farmers, business owners, 
public safety officials and anyone 
who has questions about electri¬ 
cal safety. “The more people we 
can get to visit the site, the better 
chance we have of being success¬ 
ful in reducing accidents,” ex¬ 
plained Hall. 

Safe Electricity has also pro¬ 
duced and distributed more than 
two-dozen radio and television 
public service announcements, 
which feature a variety of hazard¬ 
ous situations and safety tips. The 
PSAs also direct people to 
www.safeelectricity.org for more 
information. 

“Safe Electricity is a strong 
demonstration of the electric 
industry’s commitment to cus¬ 
tomer safety. It is allowing coop¬ 
eratives and other utilities to build 
upon their individual electrical 
safety awareness efforts with a com¬ 
prehensive statewide program,” 
noted Jim Coleman, president/ 
CEO of Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive and past chairman of the IEC. 
“Safe Electricity is a great exten¬ 
sion of the IEC in fulfilling its mis¬ 
sion on safety.” 

So happy anniversary, or birth¬ 
day if you wish, to Safe Electricity, 
and good luck for continued suc¬ 
cess into the future. 

For more information 
about Safe Electricity visit 
www.safeelectricity.org. 
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Doug Rye, a nationally recognized energy consultant and architect 
will be in Windsor, Illinois to present two free seminars entitled... 

May 21,2002 at 7:00 p.m. and May 22,2002 at 9:00 a!k_ 
Both events will be held at the Storm Auditorium in Windsor, IL _ 

Doug Rye counsels contrac¬ 
tors, builders and homeowners 
on the most energy efficient home 
building methods. According to 
Doug, he assists customers in 
“building the most comfortable 
home in the neighborhood... with 
the lowest energy bills.” 

Mr. Rye attended the Univer¬ 
sity of Arkansas at Fayetteville 
where he received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Architecture. Doug has 
spent the past 25 years in the en¬ 
ergy business. He worked 30 years 
for the Farmers Home Administra¬ 
tion (FHA) as the State architect in 
Arkansas. Upon resigning from the 
FHA, Doug began his own busi¬ 
ness, combining his skills as a li¬ 
censed architect, his knowledge of 
energy, and his appreciation of en¬ 
vironmental conservation. 

SEMINAK TOPICS 
INCLUDE: 

■ Home Design 
■ Appliances 

■ Windows & Doors 
■ Air Infiltration 
■ Ductwork 

■ Water Heating 
■ Insulation 

■ Construction Techniques 
11 Ventilation 
■ Lighting 

■ Heating & Cooling Systems 
■ Caulking 

Rye, better known as the 
“King of Caulk and Talk”, presents 
200 seminars throughout the na¬ 
tion annually. Additionally, he 
hosts a weekly, live call-in radio 
show, “Home Remedies”, that is 
heard in 13 states. 

The Storm Auditorium is lo¬ 
cated 2 blocks north of Route 16 
(Kentucky Avenue) on the corner 
of Broadway Avenue and N. Pine 
Street. 

Sponsored by: Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, Shelby Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, NU WOOL Com¬ 
pany, Inc. and Olmsted Bros., Inc. 

For additional information, 
please contact Shelby Electric 
Cooperative (217) 774-3986 or 
(800) 677-2612. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative welcomes new members 
CITY /TOWN NAME CITY /TOWN NAME CITY /TOWN NAME 

Connie J. Reed 
Sally J. Scoggins 
Becky Coffee Taylorville 
Gregory L. Stretch Shelbyville 
Carrie Sams Owaneco 
Thomas E. Jents Lakewood 
Joshua A. White Moweaqua 
Ronald D. Campbell Stonington 
Fonda Carlock Cowden 
James Probst Sigel 

John F. Phillips Stonington 

Rusty Gass Neoga 
Carol Stocker Windsor 

Travis Hatfield Shelbyville 

Shelby Sloan Palmer 

Stockin Trucking Lakewood 

B. JoAnn Franklin Decatur 

Linda Blake Cowden 

Kurt Bangert Nokomis 

Jonathan Brown Tower Hill 
James W Griffin Virden 
Denise Snyder Decatur 
Michael R. Bruns Shelbyville 
Richard L. Borders Cowden 
Ellen Moreman Shelbyville 
Levi G. Bontrager Mattoon 
CoryJ. Frye Shelbyville 
Walter I. Germain Taylorville 

Moweaqua 
Stonington 

Shelby Electric Cooperative • Annual Meeting * June 21, 2002 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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Know what to do in vehicle accidents 
involving power lines 

Recent fatal accidents highlight the need for greater awareness of proper actions 

Instincts can help us avoid 
danger but in some situations, 

our natural inclinations can lead 
to tragic results. If your car hits a 
power pole or otherwise brings a 
power line down, getting 
out of the vehicle, with 
few exceptions, is the 
wrong thing to do until 
the line has been de-en¬ 
ergized. 

“You are almost al¬ 
ways better off to stay in 
the car, especially if the 
line is in contact with 
the vehicle,” says Molly 
Hall, Director of the Safe 
Electricity program. “The 
tires will provide insulation 
for a period of time, keeping 
the current from completing its 
path to the ground. If you step 
outside, your body becomes the 
path and electrocution is the tragic 
result. 

“It’s best to wait until the elec¬ 
tric utility arrives to make sure 
power to the line is cut off.” 

The only exception would be 
if fire or the smell of gasoline were 
present. In that case, the proper 
action is to jump - not step - with 
both feet hitting the ground at the 
same time. Shuffle or hop keep¬ 
ing both feet together as you leave 
the area. Like the ripples in a 
pond or lake, the voltage dimin¬ 
ishes the farther out it is from the 
source. Stepping from one volt¬ 
age level to another allows the 
body to become a path for that 
electricity. 

“Even if a power line has landed 
on the ground, there is still the po¬ 

tential for the area near your car to 
be energized,” Hall says. “Stay in¬ 
side the vehicle unless there’s fire 
or imminent risk of fire.” 

The same rules apply with 
situations involving farm equip¬ 

ment and construction equip- 
ment that comes in contact 

with overhead lines. 

SafeElectricity.org is a 

virtual warehouse of safety 

information for children 

and adults, farmers, com 

tractors, business people, 

homeowners, teachers - 

anyone who has questions 
or needs to know about 

electrical safety. 

“With the planting season just 
around the corner and construc¬ 
tion starting to pick up, the risk 
for those kinds of situations in¬ 
creases as well,” Hall adds. “Those 
working with large equipment 
should stay inside the vehicle if 
equipment extensions come in 
contact with power lines.” 

Accidents involving electricity 
cause hundreds of deaths, thou¬ 
sands of injuries and tens of thou¬ 
sands of fires each year. Nearly all 
can be prevented if people un¬ 
derstand the dangers and steps 
they can take to be safe around 
electricity. 

Prevention of electricity-re¬ 
lated tragedies is the goal of Safe 
Electricity, a statewide, industry¬ 

wide program aimed at expand¬ 
ing public awareness of 

electrical hazards and proper 
actions to take around them. 

Safe Electricity was 
launched last year by a coa- 
lition of nearly three 

dozen Illinois electric utili¬ 
ties, electric co-operatives, the 

Illinois Energy Association and Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois, through the Illi¬ 
nois Electric Council (IEC), a 
non-profit industry forum commit¬ 
ted to safety and efficiency educa¬ 
tion. 

The program uses a number of 
ways to expand awareness, includ¬ 
ing radio and television public ser¬ 
vice announcements (PSAs). Each 
PSA highlights electrical hazards, pro¬ 
vides important safety information 
and directs the listener or viewer to 
the program’s comprehensive Web 
site, www.SafeElectricity.org for 
more information. 

“We encourage everyone to 
heed the information they hear in 
the PSAs and to visit the Web site to 
learn more,” Hall says. “Taking a few 
minutes to learn how to be safe 
could be a life-saving investment of 
time.” 

The Shelby Electric Cooperative office 
will be closed Monday, May 27th, 

in observance of the Memorial Day holiday. 

Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier • Your Total Energy Supplier 
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Cooperation among coops • Cooperation among coops • Cooperation among coops • Cooperation among coops • Cooperation among coops 

If you want 

exercise 
and 

fresh air... 
move the 

couch closer 
,o ,he window. 

225 channels from DIRECTV. Relax and enjoy! 

DIRECTV offers more movies, pay-per-view choices, and sports packages than any 
other satellite or cable TV service. Plus, you'll get personal service from people you 
know and trust. Call us today and start watching DIRECTV tomorrow. And while 
you're at it, go ahead and put your feet on the coffee table. 

DIRECTV. World class TV, hometown service. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Monday-Friday 

7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

(800) 677-2612 • (217) 774-3986 

Blackout restrictions apply to all sports packages. 
Hardware and programming sold separately. 
DIRECTV is a registered trademark of DIRECTV,® Inc., 
a unit of Hughes Electronics Corporation. ©2001 NRTC 

D I R E C T V5 
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SHELBY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • (217) 774-3986 • SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS 

S' 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Shelby County 4-H Fairgrounds 

Friday June 21, 2002 

Meeting will begin at 
1:00 p.m. Complimentary 

pork chop dinner to be served 
at 11:00 a.m. 

Drawing for prizes after the 
meeting - you must be registered 

by 1:00 p.m. to be eligible 

Attendance Prizes, 
Including 

Eight - $50 “Shelby 
Electric Dollars” 

Shelby Electric Dollars 
can be used for any Shelby 

Electric service provided 

★★Entertainment prior to meeting^ 
Featuring: Gene Trimble 

Clown Band 

★★ Entertainment during the meeting 
Featuring: Higher Ground Quartet 

Health Fair 

* Electric Safety Exhibit 

•     m Children’s ID Program HI9 

Face Painting 

$250 Shelby Electric Dollars 
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Students tour state capital during Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth Day 

Koons of Tower Hill, Melody 
Hutchinson of Tower Hill, Ian 
Dowdy of Morrisonville and 
Stephen Anderson of Stewardson, 
Sen. Noland and Sen. Watson. 
Back row from left: Chaperone Ray 
Schollenbruch, Jason Leach of 
Tower Hill, Adam Shoaff of 
Shelbyville, Courtney Kramer of 
Shelbyville, Sarah Harley of 
Findlay, Rep. Hannig, J. Cole Ritter 
of Blue Mound, John Olson of 
Decatur, Jodi Hogue of Cowden, 
Shayna Thompson of Herrick and 
Blake Sanders of Windsor. The day 
was sponsored by Illinois electric 
and telephone co-ops in an effort 
to introduce young rural leaders 
to state government. 

Twenty-one students repre¬ 
senting Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive met with area legislators 
during the Illinois Electric and 
Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth 
Day on Wednesday, April 17, in 
Springfield. While in the state’s 
capital, they had an opportunity 
to watch government in action, 
visit the Illinois Supreme Court 
and tour Lincoln’s tomb. Students 
were also able to visit with Secre¬ 

tary of State Jesse White. 
Pictured with Senator 
Vince Demuzio of 
Carlinville, Senator 
Duane Noland of 
Blue Mound, Senator 

Frank Watson of Greenville and 
Representative Gary Hannig of 
Litchfield are, front row from left: 
Chaperone Andrew Cichalewski, 
Chaperone Chris Spears, Melissa 
Krile of Windsor, Lexie Montgom¬ 
ery of Morrisonville, Jennifer 
Vahling of Teutopolis, Emmalee 
Scott of Effingham, Sen. Demuzio, 
Elizabeth Stout of Moweaqua, 
Cory Johnson of Nokomis, Kyle 
Long of Moweaqua, Tasha 
McGuire of Tower Hill, Jason 

Youth to Washington 
Trip Winners 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
will be sponsoring two students 
on this year’s Youth to Washing¬ 
ton trip in June. The winners are 
Sara Harley of Findlay and Blake 
Sanders of Windsor. They were 
judged on an application and 

personal interview. 
Pictured from left 
are: Shelby Electric 
chaperone Chris 
Spears, Harley and 
Sanders. 
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c\ 
(N Lincoln Prairie Water Company Shelbyville Manor 

Jim Coleman, President/CEO of Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative addressed members of Lincoln Prairie Water Com¬ 
pany (LPWC) at their annual meeting held April 17, 2002. 
President of LPWC since its inception, Coleman an¬ 
nounced he will be stepping down from the board. He told 
members, “The day has finally come and the construc¬ 
tion of Phase I can begin as early as June. The only thing 
holding up construction at this point is the need to have all 
the easements signed.” If you want to find out if you’re 
included in Phase I and what you can do to assist in get¬ 
ting easements signed, contact LPWC at (800) 677-2612. 

The walls are being put into place on the 
Hawthorne Wing - the new assisted living facility 
at the Manor in Shelbyville. This new wing will 
have a capacity of 24 residents. The projected 
completion date is July 2002. Contact the Manor 
for more information. (217) 774-2111 

Dignitaries, Manor staff and residents help cel¬ 
ebrate the groundbreaking of the new Hawthorne 
wing on April 17, 2002. Glenna Taylor told the 
group, “I speak for the entire Manor community 
when I say all things are coming together nicely 
and a dream of mine since1998 is finally becom¬ 
ing a reality.” 

Shelby Electric Cooperative welcomes new members 
NAME CITY /TOWN 
Shawn Smith Shelbyville 
Dawn Allen Macon 
Tom Gettings Taylorville 
Dennis L. Crowder Taylorville 
James A. Morgan Pana 
John Urbanowicz Blue Mound 
Marion D. Cordes Windsor 
Dedicated Realty, Inc. Neoga 
Jeffrey A. Howell Pana 

NAME 
Olga Andrighetti 
Antler Alley LLC 
Shauna Brown 
James A. Mavernick 
Edward A. Thornton 
Denise D. Sarver 
Troy Probst 
Brenda Pearson 
Glen Hardeman 

CITY /TOWN 
Taylorville 
Brookfield 
Shelbyville 
Taylorville 
Stonington 
Cowden 
Strasburg 
Stonington 
Moweaqua 

NAME 
Starla Stockdale 
SaraJ. Glover 
Richard Harris 
Paul Van Deursen 
Dana M. Dunaway 
Claude E. Grandfield 
Jeffrey W Beck 
Christopher Pesch 

CITY /TOWN 
Shelbyville 
Stonington 
Stonington 
Shelbyville 
Cowden 
Stonington 
Findlay 
Shelbyville 

Pictured are the members of the sing¬ 
ing group Higher Ground. The group is 

scheduled to appear at this year’s an¬ 
nual meeting. For more information 

about the group check out their website 
at www.highergroundquartet.com. 
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Introducing this summer’s 
hottest thrill ride! 

DIRECTV® has more action-packed excitement than a runaway roller coaster. 

Thrill your family all summer long — and all year too — with more than 

200 channels of loop-the-loop entertainment including family-focused 

programming from DIRECTV'S FAMILY Pack". Best of all, 

this is one thrill ride you won't have to stand in line for! 

DIRECTV. What Are You Looking At? 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Monday-Friday 

7:30 A.M. to 4:30 RM. 

(800) 677-2612 • (217) 774-3986 

Blackout restrictions apply to all sports packages. Hardware and programming sold 
separately. DIRECTV is a registered trademark of DIRECTV®, Inc., a unit of Hughes 
Electronics Corporation. ©2000 NRTC 

DIRECTV* 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Route 128 and North Sixth Street • EO. Box 560 • ShelbyviUe, Illinois 62565 (217) 774-3986 or (800) 677-2612 

Office hours:7:30 am—4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.shelbyelectric.com 
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Illinois Country Living magazine to be discontinued 
More than a year ago James 

E. Coleman, President/CEO of 
Shelby Electric Cooperative, and 
the Board of Directors of the Co¬ 
operative began to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the Illinois Coun¬ 
try Living magazine as a commu¬ 
nication tool to provide 
information to the membership. 
Because cooperatives are owned 
by their members, they strive to 
keep the membership informed 
about the cooperative and their 
community. Most cooperatives 
throughout the country do this by 
providing some sort of magazine, 
newsletter or newspaper. 

After much consideration and 
discussion with other coopera¬ 
tives around the state and nation, 
President/CEO Coleman and the 
Board of Directors have decided 
to discontinue providing the Illi¬ 
nois Country Living magazine to 
the Cooperative’s members. 
Shelby Electric Cooperative was 
one of the first cooperatives to 
support the creation of a state¬ 
wide publication many years ago. 
Consequently, it has been a diffi¬ 
cult decision to stop participating 

in the publication. Cooperative 
staff, at the direction of President/ 
CEO Coleman, requested and ob¬ 
tained various cost options for Il¬ 
linois Country Living and a 
monthly newsletter. After all op¬ 
tions were analyzed, the Board of 
Directors decided that continuing 
to provide the Illinois Country Liv¬ 
ing magazine was not the best use 
of the Cooperative’s financial re¬ 
sources. 

Individual subscriptions to 
the Illinois Country Living maga¬ 
zine, which is a publication of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives (AIEC), are $5 per year. 
The Cooperative provides the 
magazine to more than 8,000 
people and businesses every 
month, which adds up to a con¬ 
siderable amount of money. It 
should be noted that there is an 
additional cost of almost $1,000 
per month for the Shelby Electric 
News center section, which is in¬ 
cluded in the magazine. 

President/CEO Coleman and 
the Board of Directors have no 
intention of reducing the 

Cooperative’s level of communi¬ 
cation with the membership. In 
fact, it is their objective that even 
more community news and coop¬ 
erative specific news will be 
present in a new 8-page Shelby 
Electric Cooperative newsletter. 
Plans are being made to distrib¬ 
ute the first newsletter beginning 
in September. For those who en¬ 
joy the Illinois Finest Cooking sec¬ 
tion of Illinois Country Living, 
there will be a recipe section. An¬ 
other feature incorporated into 
the newsletter will be a Member 
Exchange. 

The August 2002 edition of 
the Illinois Country Living maga¬ 
zine will be the last issue mailed 
to all Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Members and paid for by the Co¬ 
operative. If you would like to 
continue receiving the Illinois 
Country Living magazine, you may 
do so by paying a $5 annual sub¬ 
scription fee. Please send a check 
or money order to Michelle 
McNeal at Illinois Country Living 
magazine. RO. Box 3787, Spring- 
field, IL 62708. 

Office Closing Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Route 128 and North Sixth Street 
PO. Box 560 

SHELBY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE Shelbyville, Illinois 62565 

will be closed (217) 774-3986 or 
(800) 677-2612 

Thursday, July 4, 2002, 
Office hours: 

7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. in observance of 
Independence Day. Web address: www.shelbyelectric.com 
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Calling it quits 
Clara Mae Carter, long time 

employee of Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative, hung up her boots on 
April 30, 2002, and ended a well- 
respected career of 46 years. No, 
Clara Mae wasn't a lineman. She 
held various office positions dur¬ 
ing her time with Shelby Electric. 
Her first job had her working with 
connects/disconnects, and for the 
past 20 years Clara Mae has 
worked in different capacities with 
human resources, payroll and 
employee benefits. 

Clara Mae Herron was born in 
her parents’ Findlay home on Sep¬ 
tember 9, 1936, and to this day, 
still lives in the Findlay area. She 
met and married George Carter. 
In this day of easy come, easy go, 
marriages, George and Clara Mae 
have been blessed with 45 years 
together. 

She took a year and a half off 
of work to stay home and care for 
their son Steve. When she re¬ 
turned to employment with 
Shelby Electric Cooperative, Clara 
Mae worked with Capital Credits. 
Since then, Steve and his wife Jean 
have given the Carters two grand¬ 
children, Taylor and Erin. 

When asked what have been 
the biggest changes at the Coop¬ 
erative during the course of her 
career, Clara Mae noted, “The ad¬ 
vent of computers for the inside 
workers and of course the bucket 
trucks for the outside linemen. I 
remember the old hand-cranked 
telephone, and we only had one 
adding machine to share. It was a 
hand-cranked device as well.” 

Clara Mae is also amazed at 
how far technology and the 
Internet has come. She plans to 
continue to use the Internet, es¬ 
pecially for e-mailing. 

Very few people can say they 
started and ended their career at 
one place, let alone ending it af¬ 
ter 46 years of dedicated service. 
Clara Mae worked for three differ¬ 

ent managers. Lane Walker hired 
her. Bill LaCrone followed and Jim 
Coleman is the present manager. 
She has enjoyed working for each 
of them and is grateful to have 
worked for such a great place. 

In case you were curious, 
Clara Mae enjoys reading, picks 
ice cream as her favorite food (I 
think we all have a place high on 
our list for ice cream), and stated 
the best part of her job was work¬ 
ing with a great bunch of people. 

And another favorite I was 

able to pull out of her includes her 
favorite place to visit - Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

When asked what she plans to 
do in retirement, Clara Mae stated, 
“I plan on reading more and also 
helping George with his insurance 
business, Shelbyville Mutual.” 

Clara Mae: Your friends at 
Shelby Electric hope you’ll keep 
in touch, and want to again thank 
you for your 46 years of service. 
Enjoy this component of your life 
and know we ll always miss you. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative President/CEO Jim Coleman presents 
Clara Mae with a few gifts from all the employees on her last day 
of work April 30, 2002. 

Claiming she has never lived more than five miles from the home 
she was born in, and claiming she is dull, Clara Mae Carter had 
fun with the ladies from Shelby Electric Cooperative at her ladies 
only retirement dinner party. 
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Doug Rye, a nationally recog¬ 
nized energy consultant and archi¬ 
tect conducted his “Common 
Sense Approaches to the Energy 
Efficient Home!” seminar in 
Windsor on May 21 and again on 
May 22. 

Rye provided a considerable 
amount of information on how to 
build “the most comfortable home 
in the neighborhood... with the 
lowest energy bills.” Rye stated 
that if you do what he recom¬ 
mends, you could build a new 
2,000 square foot home with guar¬ 
anteed heating and cooling costs 
averaging only $40 per month. 
That’s right, only $40 per month!! 
He said “Eve done it thousands of 
times all across the United States 
and have no dissatisfied custom- 

Doug Rye visiting with attend¬ 
ees after the seminar. 

If you would like more informa¬ 
tion about Doug Rye, you may visit 
his Web site at www.dougrye.com. 
The seminar was sponsored by: 
Coles-Moultrie Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Shelby Electric Cooperative, 
NU WOOL Company, Inc. and 
Olmsted Bros., Inc. 

Doug Rye Seminar informative 
and entertaining ers.” Rye said that the single 

biggest problem in a house 
is air infiltration. He recom¬ 
mends caulking and the use 
of cellulose insulation. Ac¬ 
cording to Rye, “if you build 
a home with high energy 
costs, it’s your own cotton 
pickin’ fault.” 

Seminar topics included 
the following: 

Home Design 
Appliances 

Windows & Doors 
Air Infiltration 

Ductwork 
Water Heating 

Insulation 
Construction 

TechniquesVentilation 
Lighting 

Heating & Cooling Systems 
Caulking 

16th Annual Grapple Classic a success 
Thirty-six teams participated in this year’s Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative Crappie fishing tournament held Saturday, 
May 18, 2002, on Lake Shelbyville. The tournament began 
at 7 a.m. and all fishing teams were required to return to 
the Eagle Creek boat launch by 3 p.m. with their fish. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative was the host for this year’s 
tournament, which is held at a different Illinois lake each 
year. Six teams from Shelby Electric participated in the tour¬ 
nament but none of them placed in the top five. 

EnerStar Power Corp., next year ’s tournament host, had 
two teams finish in the top three. 
The team of Clark and Satterfield 
took first prize and the team of 
Young and Waltz took third. Beard 
and McGuire, a team from Corn 
Belt Energy, placed second. 

Tops among the Shelby Elec¬ 
tric contingent was the team of 
Koehler and Koehler. 

Unseasonably cool weather 
didn’t deter anyone from having 
a good time at this year’s event. 
Next year the tournament will be 
held at Mills Creek. Many fishermen waited until the last 

minute to bring back their bounty. The 
fishing tournament concluded at 3 p.m. 

Shelby Electric Line¬ 
man Matt Clark and 
his wife Theresa 
ready Corn Belt En¬ 
ergy Underground 
Foreman Dan 
Beard’s catch for 
weighing. Partici¬ 
pants brought their 
fish to be measured 
and weighed to the 
Eagle Creek Resort 
boat launch. 
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Area firefighters practice putting out propane fires 
Photos by Sharon Mosely, Shelbyville Daily Union 

Firefighters from Shelbyville, 
Tower Hill and Findlay practiced 
techniques used to put out pro¬ 
pane fires. Engineers from the 
University of Illinois Propane 
Safety Department put on the 
demonstration May 8, 2002, at the 
Shelbyville Fire Station. 

The safety program started off 
with classroom instruction, then 
moved outside for some hands-on 
training. Working in groups, the 
area firefighters used a technique 
of simultaneously fanning and 
cooling the propane tank fire. The 
technique works as follows. A fire 
is started and the group moves 
towards the flame with two types 
of spraying. A powerful mist 
pushes the flame away from the 
tank and a strong stream of water 
cools the tank down so the fire¬ 
men can move in close enough to 
the tank to turn off the valve, thus 
extinguishing the fire. 

The U of I engineers lit the 
propane, donated by Shelby En¬ 

ergy Company, over and over as 
all 40 firefighters present took 
their turn fighting the blaze. Each 
crew also took a turn extinguish¬ 
ing smaller, barbecue grill size 
tanks. . “They may be small and 
not have the large flame like the 
bigger residential tanks have but 
they can be just as dangerous,” 
stated Steve Shoaff, Superinten¬ 
dent of Shelby Energy. Shoaff and 
Jason Nohren from Shelby Energy 
Company attended the safety 
course and were on hand to pro¬ 
vide more than 400 gallons of pro¬ 
pane to the session. 

Do you have OPD? 
OPD or Overfill Prevention 

Devices are the result of exten¬ 
sive research into improving 
gas safety for you and your gas 
tanks. OPD-fitted valves pre¬ 
vent overfilling of gas cylin¬ 
ders, making filling and using 
gas cylinders safer then ever 
before. The use of these de¬ 
vices became mandatory on 
April 1, 2002. If you have ques¬ 
tions or concerns about your 
small barbecue gas tank, or 
need to have your old one ret¬ 
rofitted, contact Shelby Energy 
at (217) 774-2311. 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 
and Shelby Electric Cooperative through 

ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. (Cleir THIN] 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
No term agreements - Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13-9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 

Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-888-414-4116 
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Shelby Electric Cooperative 
holds 64th annual meeting ^ 

During the meeting, 
Darrell Shumard of 
Stewardson and Jeff 
Standerfer of Shelbyville 
were re-elected for three- 
year terms and James 
McCoy of Blue Mound 
was elected to a one- 
year term. Shown with 
President/CEO James 
Coleman are, from left: 
Coleman, Shumard, 
Standerfer and McCoy. 

More than 450 mem¬ 
bers attended Shelby 
Electric Cooperative’s 
64th annual meeting 
held June 21 at the 
Shelby County fair¬ 
grounds. Darrell 
Shumard of Stewardson 
and Jeff Standerfer of 
Shelbyville were re¬ 
elected for three-year 
terms. James McCoy of 
Blue Mound was elected 
to a one-year term to re¬ 
place Neil Pistorius, who 
moved off Shelby Electric lines this year 
after serving on the board for 40 years. 
Pistorius was honored for his dedicated 
service. 

Chairman Darrell Shumard spoke to 
members about the value of educating 
themselves and others about coopera¬ 
tives. “We must all, together as a mem¬ 
bership, and as a board of directors, show 
those who don’t understand that the co¬ 
operative spirit that is alive and well to¬ 
day - as it was 64 years ago when it was 
founded.” 

James Coleman, President/CEO of the 
cooperative, told members of the 
cooperative’s activities during the last 
year. Shelby Electric’s power supplier, 

Soyland Power, formed an alliance with 
Allegheny Power, a Pennsylvania power 
supplier, to form Continental Cooperative 
Services. “This alliance saved Soyland and 
Allegheny $1.8 million in the first year be¬ 
cause of the efficiencies of an alliance struc- 

(continued on 16b) 
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(continued from 16a) 

ture,” said Coleman. The coop¬ 
erative was also able to secure a 
wholesale power supply arrange¬ 
ment that will fix rates until 2008. 

Coleman also announced 
that Shelby Electric “is forming an 
alliance of sorts, or sharing of ser¬ 
vices with Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative.” The two co-ops will 
share media and newsletter re¬ 
sources. Shelby Electric will be¬ 
gin sending its members a monthly 
newsletter containing cooperative 
news, instead of Illinois Country 
Living magazine. 

Coleman told members that 
even though Illinois has become 
a deregulated state, it hasn’t 
changed much. “There aren’t any 
other suppliers in line trying to 
sell you power because they 
found that there isn’t enough 
profit. Your board is carefully 
watching deregulation issues and 
will take steps to bring Shelby 
Electric’s residential members 
into the deregulation age when 

appropriate.” Coleman also men¬ 
tioned that the cooperative’s sub¬ 
sidiary businesses are all doing 
well. He said Shelby Energy is 
the largest gas supplier in 
Shelby County; Cleartalk is 
now part of the Motorola State 
Police Radio System; and Alert 
Security, though just getting 
started, is looking very prom¬ 
ising. “Remember this: 
change is difficult sometimes, but 
these successful subsidiary com¬ 
panies keep your electric rates in 
check.” 

The two scholarship winners 
from the co-op were present dur¬ 
ing the day. Shelby Highland of 
Windsor and Amanda Solliday of 
Taylorville each received $1,000 
scholarships from the coopera¬ 
tive. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
provides services to more than 
9,197 farms, homes and busi¬ 
nesses in the rural areas of all or 
parts of nine central Illinois coun¬ 
ties over 2,169 miles of energized 

Neil Pistorius receives an award 
from Darrell Shumard in recogni¬ 
tion of his 40 years of service to 
the cooperative. 

line. Members live in mainly ru¬ 
ral areas of Christian, Macon, 
Shelby and Montgomery counties. 
Shelby Electric Cooperative is a 
member of Touchstone Energy® 
— an alliance of some 560 local, 
consumer-owned electric utilities 
around the country, committed to 
providing superior service based 
on four core principles: integrity, 
accountability, innovation and 
commitment to community. 

Life Safety Program offered 
he #1 reason people buy a security system is for “life safety!” 
Whether it’s protecting you and your loved ones from a home 

intruder, a health care emergency, deadly home fire or carbon mon¬ 
oxide poisoning, Alert Security systems are designed to save lives! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide home intru¬ 
sion, environmental and health care monitoring services, in addition 
to home automation life style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and 
more than just security! 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Member-Owned Business 

Mw For more information call toll free 
ALERT SECURITY (see) 876-4780 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. SuSiS 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Route 128 and North Sixth Street • P.O. Box 560 • Shelbyville, Illinois 62565 
(217) 774-3986 or (800) 677-2612 • Office hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

Web address: www.shelbyelectric.com 
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Students represent cooperative in Washington, D.C. 
Two area youths spent the week of June 14-21 

exploring Washington D.C. The students met with Il¬ 
linois congressional leaders and learned about their 
government during the annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour. This event, sponsored by the electric and tele¬ 
phone cooperatives of Illinois, began in the late 1950s 
to introduce rural youths to our democratic form of 
government and cooperatives. The theme of the 2002 
Youth Tour was “Volunteers in Action.” 

Sarah Harley of Findlay and Blake Sanders of 
Windsor represented Shelby Electric Cooperative. 
They met with Congressman David Phelps on Capitol 
Hill and were among 57 rural Illinois youth leaders 
selected for the trip. In addition to the Capitol, stu¬ 
dents also visited the White House, Arlington National 
Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Smithsonian 
Museums, George 
Washington’s home, 
the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and 
a number of other histori¬ 
cal sites. 

In addition to taking in the 
sights and sounds of the nation’s capi 
tol, all the state groups convened 
for Rural Electric Youth Day to 
learn from public figures and 
other inspirational speakers. This 
year’s Youth Day agenda included 
a survivor of the September 11 
attack on The Pentagon, Lieuten¬ 
ant Colonel Brian Birdwell, who 
described his harrowing experi¬ 
ence and miraculous survival. 
Birdwell touched on the impor¬ 
tance of selfless service and ac¬ 
cepting life’s responsibilities. 

(l-r): Harley, Congressman 
Phelps and Sanders. 

i 

Shelby Electric Cooperative Welcomes New Members 
Name Citv / Town 
Daniel J. Dasenbrock Effingham 
Ray L. Rambo Edinburg 
Daniel R. Allen Herrick 
Rhea McCarty Beecher City 
Susan Burnett Shelbyville 
Aaron Roberts Taylorville 
Alfred H. Holt Mode 
Nichole L. Jenkins Taylorville 
KennithJ. Rawski Sullivan 
Owen R. Hawes Mode 
Kevin Walsh Springfield 
Wesley Koontz Mode 
Marla S. Vincent Macon 

Name Citv / Town 
Jason E. Shanholtzer Tower Hill 
William Arnold Oconee 
The Barn Pana 

William Lee Decatur 

Thomas C. Balcerzak Taylorville 
Eric L. Roth Taylorville 

Ashley R. Sayers Stewardson 

Norbert Segert Crete 

Jillian N. Sulwer Cowden 

Vincent A. Vandenbergh Nokomis 

Michael Kraft Blue Mound 

Jessica Whitlatch Tower Hill 

Name Citv / Town 
Clint Emmons Taylorville 
Jackson F. Ward Edinburg 

Bruce Kordas Lockport 

Nicholas Braden Strasburg 

Maurica Manley Ramsey 
John M. Kuzma Hanover Park 

Bruce E. Reinheimer Kincaid 
Douglas E. Worman Sigel 

Tanya R. McPeak Macon 

Ken Willoughby Pana 
Marvin Carver Nokomis 
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Reminder-last issue of Illinois Country Living 
In the July issue of Illinois 

Country Living, the cooperative 
notified members that the August 
edition of Illinois Country Living 
would be the last issue mailed to 
all Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Members and paid for by the co¬ 
operative. If members would like 
to continue receiving the maga¬ 
zine, they may do so by paying a 
$5.00 annual subscription fee. 
Please send a check or money or¬ 
der to Michelle McNeal at Illinois 
Country Living, RO. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. 

Beginning in September, the 
cooperative will distribute a new 
eight-page Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative newsletter. The new news¬ 
letter will include a section for 
recipes. The cooperative would 
like to encourage Members to 
send your best recipes to the co¬ 

operative so that they may be 
printed in the newsletter. Please 
type or print neatly the recipe that 
you would like to submit. Reci¬ 
pes will be printed on a first come, 
first reserved basis. Be sure to in¬ 
clude your phone number just in 
case the cooperative would need 
to contact you for additional in¬ 
formation. 

A Member Exchange will also 
be included in the newsletter 
whereby you may advertise free 
of charge something that you 
would like to sell, trade, buy or 
give away. If you would like to 
place an advertisement in the 
newsletter, please type or print 
neatly your advertisement and 
send it to the cooperative. Adver¬ 
tisements should be limited to 20 
words or less. Be sure to include 
your telephone number and ac¬ 

count number. 
Recipes or 

advertisements 
should be sent 
to Shelby 
Electric Coop¬ 
erative, Attn. 
NEWSLET¬ 
TER, PO. 
Box 560, 
Shelbyville, 
IL. The cooperative 
reserves the right to edit ads in 
order to allow more advertise¬ 
ments to be included in the news¬ 
letter. If an advertisement or 
recipe does not seem appropri¬ 
ate for the newsletter, the coop¬ 
erative also reserves the right to 
reject such information. The dead¬ 
line for recipes and advertise¬ 
ments is the 15th of the month. 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 

and Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Through 

ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. (Clear Talk) 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
No term agreements - Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 

Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-888-414-4116 
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