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Across the 
President’s 
desk 

We have just completed our fall area member meet¬ 
ings. The meetings were held at the Hecker commu¬ 

nity center, Millstadt VFW, Eschy’s in Maeystown and at 
the cooperative office in Waterloo. These area meetings 
give you, the members, an opportunity to meet with co¬ 
op management and staff in an informal setting. We at¬ 
tempt to bring you up to date on activities at the co-op 
and answer any questions you may have. 

President/CEO Joe Fellin started the meeting with 
introductions of the staff and board members present. 

Fellin then talked about current events at the coop¬ 
erative. Fie announced that growth in new services was 
very good this year. We are running about 9 percent 
ahead of last year at this time. As of September, we’ve 
installed about 170 new services. We presently are bill¬ 
ing more than 6,000 meters. 

The new building is coming along on schedule. 
Most exterior work should be done by the end of No¬ 
vember. The building should be completed by March of 
2002. 

We are in the process of looking at a new 2-year 
work plan. The previous work plan was a 4-year plan but 
because of the tremendous growth in our service area, it 
became necessary to go to a 2-year plan. 

Our Soyland debt buyout will be paid off sometime 
in 2002. We are expecting a substantial rate reduction 
within the WPCA starting with January’s usage for 2002. 
That usage will be billed to the members on their March 
1st billing. We are anticipating anywhere from a 1-3/4 
cent - 2 cent per kwh reduction. That represents a 15- 
17% reduction in your electric rate and will amount to 
approximately $1.2 million returning to the membership 
this year. 

We are presently paying a very reduced rate for 
power from Southern Illinois Power Cooperative (SIPC) 
that is allowing us to pay off our Soyland debt. In June 
of 2002 we will become a full class “A” member of SIPC 
and will be charged the same standard retail rate as the 
other three class “A” member cooperatives. We expect 
that wholesale power rate to be around 4.6 - 4.7 cents 
per kwh as compared about 7 cents per kwh we were 
paying to Soyland. 

State mandated deregulation in Illinois for residen¬ 
tial customers of investor owned utilities is on the hori¬ 
zon for May of 2002. All electric cooperatives and city 
municipals are exempt but do have the choice to “opt in” 
or not. Your board and management have been continu¬ 
ally addressing this issue as well as the other five coop¬ 
eratives associated with SIPC. Deregulation in general 
has not worked out well in other states so the board’s 
decision at this time is to take a “wait and see” approach 
as to opening up our territory to deregulation. Most de¬ 
regulated states are finding that power marketers are 
mainly interested in the large power users and they don’t 
see a benefit or profit in serving the residential or rural 
consumers. 

Basically, there are three different costs contained in 
a member’s electric bill — generation, transmission and 
distribution. Deregulation only addresses the generation 
part of a member’s electric bill. The transmission and 
distribution of electric would remain the responsibility of 
the cooperatives. In most situations in other states, the 
members either don’t save anything on generation costs, 
or power marketers are not interested in serving those 
residential accounts. Your board of directors and 
management’s first priority is to keep the membership’s 
best interests in mind and will continue to stay abreast of 
future developments. 

We feel very good about where our rates will be in 
the coming years when the Soyland buyout is complete. 

Finally, President/CEO Joseph Fellin announced his 
retirement for the end of March 2002 after 24 years of 
service to your cooperative. Fellin said, “I’ve really en¬ 
joyed my time spent here. There have been a few rough 

(continued on 16b) 
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(continued from 16a) modate the growth and increasing member population in 
years but I’ve found that cooperative people are some of the Columbia area. 
the nicest people you’d ever want to know and work Recloser (or breaker) changeouts are also a priority 
with.” He also wished the membership the very best in to the co-op. This will minimize outage time and reduce 
the future. blinking problems as well. ' 

David Stephens, supt. of operations, discussed Allan Masterson, director of member services, re- 
activity in the Operations Department. The co-op is cur- viewed current marketing programs the cooperative has 
rently building lines to two new subdivisions; available. He announced that our long distance phone 
Stonehenge on Gilmore Lake Road, and Tall Timbers, plan through Southern Services is continuing with sue- ( 

south of Smithton on Knab Road. Between the two, cess. We have more than 9,000 accounts signed up for 
there’s a capacity for about 100 new homes. the plan. 

Covering maintenance and upgrading, David an- All members in attendance received a Saturday 

nounced that they are adding a new feeder to the Evening Post calendar. A drawing was held for five $10 
Smithton substation to keep up with demand in the area. credits on the member’s electric bill. Refreshments were 
They are also adding equipment on the transmission line served after the meetings. 
that feeds the Poe and Fults substations to help eliminate On behalf of the board of directors, management 
voltage problems experienced during peak months. and staff, we offer best wishes to the membership for the 

The co-op is planning a new substation to accom- year 2002! 

Nominating Committee named: meeting set for Feb. 6 
A committee on nominations has been appointed and 
A will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2002 

same place as nominations by the committee is posted, 
and shall appear in the official notice of the meeting and 

at the Monroe County Electric Cooperative meeting room on the official ballot. Additional nominations may also 
in Waterloo. The committee will meet to place the names be made from the floor. Any nomination by petition or 
of three persons in nomination to be elected at the from the floor shall meet the same qualifications and 
cooperative’s annual meeting, to serve a three (3) year eligibility as nominees by the nominating committee. 
term as directors of Monroe County Electric Co-Opera- 2002 Nominating committee 
tive. District 4 Tom Heavner 

: The cooperative’s 64th Annual Meeting of Members 1 David St. 
will be held Monday, March 25, 2002 at the Hecker Waterloo, Illinois 62298 
Community Center, Hecker, Illinois. 

Earl Reitz 
3 Victor St. 
Waterloo, Illinois 62298 

Directors whose current terms expire and who are 
: eligible for re-election are: 

District 4 Donald L. Gleiber 
#2 Richard St. Burton Taake 
Waterloo, Illinois 703 Kopp Rd. 

E; District 5 Terry J. Grommet Waterloo, Illinois 62298 
:r 3810 High Prairie School Rd. (Alternate) 
- Belleville, Illinois Eugene Linker 

T District 6 Ross R. Mueller 33 Country Club Lane 

4700 Fischer Rd. Waterloo, Illinois 62298 

Fults, Illinois District 5 
As a cooperative member, you have the right as Dennis Sambo 

: well as an obligation to participate in the election pro- 5249 Douglas Rd. 
cess. If you have any comments or suggestions for the Belleville, Illinois 62220 
election, please contact members of the 2002 Nominat- Carol Neff 

' ing Committee. 3601 Klein School Rd. 
; Cooperative Bylaws state: Any twenty five (25) or 

New Athens, Illinois 62264 
more active members, acting together, may make other 

r Nominations by petition received at the Cooperative of- Ken Kapelski 

fice not less than twenty one (21) days prior to the An- 3512 High Prairie School Rd. 

= nual Meeting of members and shall be posted at the Belleville, Illinois 62220 
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(Alternate) CO 

Darelle Quirin 
3701 High Prairie Sch. Rd. 
Belleville, Illinois, 62220 

District 6 
Warren Dannehold 
1361 N. Moore St, 
Waterloo, Illinois 62298 

Don Schrader 
5469 Kaskaskia Rd. 
Waterloo, Illinois 62298 

Harold Lutman 
4069 Bushy Pr. Rd. 
Fults, Illinois 62244 

(Alternate) 
Ermin Brinkmann 
950 Floraville Rd. 
Waterloo, Illinois 62298 

2002“Youth to Washington Tour” 
In June of each year, the electric and telephone coop¬ 

eratives in Illinois and across the United States spon¬ 
sor groups of young people to travel to Washington, 
D.C. through the Youth to Washington program. During 
a full week in the nation’s Capitol, these students get an 
up-close look at democracy in action and get to meet 
with their congressional delegation and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it’s the trip of a lifetime. 
It’s an experience they never will forget — full of fun, 
new friends, non-stop touring and yes, they actually 
learn something too. Most come back with an even 
deeper respect for our country, our form of government 
and their opportunities. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future leaders have been 
introduced to government and the legislative process 
through this program. Many alumni of the program have 

gone on to hold leadership positions in our communities 
and government. Two current members of the Illinois 
General Assembly, State Representatives Tom Ryder (R- 
Jerseyville) and Art Tenhouse (R-Quincy), are past mem¬ 
bers of the tour. 

The Youth to Washington tour is recognized as one 
of the best youth tours of Washington, D.C. The tour is 
well organized with good chaperones. Participants will 
see monuments and memorials and visit historical 
places. 

Last year, Krista Taake and Christine Janson, both 
of Waterloo, attended and had a great learning experi¬ 
ence. 

For more information, contact the cooperative office 
at 939-7171. 

There’s no place like home...and at 

nightfall, you’ll have peace of mind 

with a security light from your elec¬ 

tric cooperative. 

Nothing foils a would-be burglar or tres¬ 

passer like the brilliant beams of an electric 

cooperative security light. Today’s security 

lights are brighter and more efficient than 

ever. And since the security light turns itself 

on at dusk and off at dawn, it’s there when 

you need it, automatically. 

A security light is an affordable way to 

provide safety and protection for everyone’s 

family and possessions. Call your electric 

cooperative today for all the details. 
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Are you prepared for an emergency? When the inevi¬ 

table winter snows and ice storms arrive, will you 
know what to do if you have a power failure? Do you 
have a survival kit in your vehicle in case you are 
stranded in bad weather? Here are some suggestions to 
make sure that you and your family are prepared for 
whatever emergency may arise. 

A survival kit for your 
home or vehicle should 
include six basics: water, 
food, first aid kit, clothing, 
tools or emergency sup¬ 
plies and special items. 

Store a three-day sup¬ 
ply of water in plastic con¬ 
tainers. Allot one gallon of 
water per day per person: 
two quarts for drinking and 
two quarts for food prepa¬ 
ration/sanitation. 

Store a three-day sup¬ 
ply of non-perishable food 
for each person. Select 
items that are compact, 
lightweight and require little 
or no cooking, such as 
ready-to-eat canned meats, 
fruits, vegetables, juice 
and high energy foods 
such as unsalted nuts, 
dried fruits or hard candy. 

Include these basics in your first aid kit: sterile ad¬ 
hesive bandages, safety pins, soap, latex gloves, sun¬ 
screen, scissors, tweezers, a needle, antiseptic, a 
thermometer and petroleum jelly. Also be sure to include 
non-prescription drugs such as aspirin or nonaspirin 
pain reliever, anti-diarrhea medication, antacid and 
syrup of Ipecac (especially for young children when ad¬ 
vised by poison control). Prescription medications 
should be kept current and available. 

Tools or emergency supplies should include work- 
I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 2002 

the unexpected 
ing flashlights and extra batteries, paper or plastic cups, 
plates and utensils, a battery operated radio, a non-elec¬ 
tric can opener, matches in a waterproof container and 
tools to turn off household gas and water if needed. 

Your car survival kit should also include a fire extin¬ 
guisher, signal flares, maps of the area, shovel, battery 
jumper cables and a bag of salt or cat litter. In addition, 

include necessary toiletries 
such as toilet paper, soap, 
feminine supplies, personal 
hygiene items, disinfectant 
and household chlorine 
bleach for sanitizing. 

Store at least one 
complete change of cloth¬ 
ing, including footwear, for 
each person in your survival 
kit. Rain gear, blankets, 
sleeping bags, hats, gloves, 
thermal underwear and sun¬ 
glasses should be included 
both at home and in the ve- 

^ hide emergency kit. 
^ f Include some games 

and books to help pass the 
time, especially if you have 
children with you that may 
become bored easily. If you 
have infants, always make 
sure you have extra formula, 
bottles and diapers at home 

and in your vehicle. 
Store your emergency survival kit in a backpack, 

duffel bag or even a covered plastic container. Water and 
food should be checked and replaced every six months. 
Check and replace the batteries in your emergency kits at 
least once a year. 

For more information on emergency survival kits 
and winter preparedness, visit the National Safety Coun¬ 
cil website at www.nsc.org and the American Red Cross 
website at www.redcross.org. 
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Guest editorial - Jim Baker, president 
Middle Tennessee Electric Membership Corporation 

Is deregulation working 

anywhere? 
It was about 5 1/2 years ago that California enacted its deregula¬ 

tion plan. The results, of course, have been nothing short of 
disastrous. 

It is often pointed out by staunch deregulation advocates, 
however, that California is an extreme example. That’s true. Look¬ 
ing back, there seems to be a mile-long list of unique problems 
with the California deregulation model. 

But since California made its decision to deregulate, 22 other 
states have followed suit by approving deregulation plans of their 
own. So how are those states doing? 

Let’s start with Pennsylvania. It’s the state most often 
lauded as a model of deregulation done right. Consumer Reports 
magazine says, however, in its June 2001 edition that Pennsylva¬ 
nia electric utilities have recently requested rate increases. Since 
rate decreases are the number one selling point of deregulation, 
calling the plan a success would be quite a stretch. 

In Arizona, Massachusetts, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Rhode Island, Texas and Virginia, rate increases have been ap¬ 
proved or are pending. 

Then there’s New York, where rates rose 40 percent last sum¬ 
mer and are expected to rise another 25 percent this summer. 

Five of the other 22 states have put a hold on implementing 
their deregulation plans. And five states list reliability problems 
that have stemmed from deregulation. So what’s the moral of the 
story? That it’s impossible for deregulation to work? 

Truth is, we don’t know. That’s why I’m thankful Tennessee 
has taken a wait-and-see approach on the matter. Other industries 
have taken deregulation in stride, and have even thrived - the 
telephone and cable industries for example. But electricity is dif¬ 
ferent. If you think you could do without electricity more easily 
than other commodities or services if the bills got too high, then 
you’ve lived with the convenience of electricity too long to truly 

appreciate its absence. 
Electricity is a matter of life and death for some of our mem¬ 

bers. That’s the most important reason for us to stay on top of 
this issue. 

Deregulation will probably come to Tennessee one day. And 
when it does, we must be certain it has our mark on it. It should 
be legislation that considers the mistakes of the examples before 
it. It should benefit the rural homewoner. It should protect against 
price gougers. In short, it should demonstrate that we’ve done 
our homework. 

New building completion 

in site 
Thanks to a long stretch of 

dry weather last summer 
and fall, your new coopera¬ 
tive facility is on schedule 
to be completed by 
March 2002. 

The new modern 
looking facility is located 
two miles south of Waterloo off of 
Rte. 3. It will also have an entrance to the back of 
the facility off Old Red Bud road. 

The office building will be about 9,000 square feet in size and 
the attached Vehicle/Warehouse building is over 18,000 square feet. 
This will give your cooperative much needed space and allow for 
expansion into the future. Our present facility measures a little more 
than 8,000 sq. ft. total. There will also be a 5,300 sq. ft. covered 
materials storage building on the back of the property with a 3,400 
sq. ft. loading dock area. 

Our new location will be a benefit to our line crew by improv¬ 
ing accessibility to the main highway without as much traffic con¬ 
gestion to deal with. With the growth around our present facility, it’s 
become increasingly difficult to get to the main roads and on to the 
jobs at hand or to outage situations. 

The facility layout was designed by Adams & Associates of 
Nevada, MO. Their aim was to make the work environment efficient 
and practical while maintaining a fresh, modern appearance. 

In the front parking lot area, we will have a drive-by bill drop off 
box for members wanting to deliver their bills after hours. 

The cost of the new facility will basically be financed by the 
sale of our existing property on the north side of Waterloo. There 
should be no effect on your electric rates from this building ex¬ 
pense. 

Check with us in the March issue of the Illinois Country Living 
for an update on the completion of the new facility. 
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What electricians want you to know 
about hiring an electrician 

What’s the best way to get quality electrical work at a 
good price? Electricians say you can save yourself time 
and aggravation by knowing how electricians work. 

The Leviton Institute interviewed several electrical 
contractors, and here’s what they want you to ask before 
you contract for their services. 

1. ASK ME ABOUT THE KIND OF WORK I DO. 

Electrical contractors tend to specialize. Some only 
do new construction or remodeling work. Some do only 
minor repairs, such as installing a new light fixture or 
replacing an outlet or switch. So tell the electrician about 
the job you have in mind first. 

2. ASK ME IF A PERMIT IS REQUIRED. 

In most municipalities, a permit is required when an 
electrician needs to run a new circuit or extend an exist¬ 
ing one. It’s not needed for simple repairs, such as re¬ 
placing an outlet or light fixture, but it is for larger 
projects - say, if you’re installing a new hot tub. 

A permit provides you with protection, because a 
government inspector will come to your home to check 
and approve the electrician’s work before the job is com¬ 
pleted. The electrical contractor should always obtain the 
permit under his name, not yours, and post the permit 
on the job site. 

3. ASK ME IF I AM A CERTIFIED, LICENSED ELEC¬ 
TRICAL CONTRACTOR. 

Electricians are highly trained professionals. Their 
certification and state license are proof they have mas¬ 
tered their trade and that their work meets local electrical 
codes. For insurance reasons, it’s always best to hire a 
licensed electrician, especially when a permit is required. 

4. ASK ME IF I CARRY INSURANCE AND WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION. 

The last thing you want when you hire an electrical 
contractor is to be sued if a worker is injured while work¬ 
ing in your home. Before you hire a contractor for a large 
project, ask to see proof of current insurance and a state 
license. 
For a typical remodeling job, an electrician should carry 
a minimum of $500,000 in liability insurance and 
worker’s compensation coverage. 

5. FOR A SMALL JOB, ASK ME FOR AN ESTIMATE 
OVER THE PHONE. 

Electrical contractors don’t mind coming out to give 
you an estimate, but on a small job, they may lose 
money just driving to your home. Instead, the electrician 

may give you his minimum charge, or a fixed price for 
the job you have described. 

On larger jobs, ask for an hourly rate. The average 
rate for a licensed electrician around the country varies 
from $45 to $65 an hour. Expect to pay more if a helper 
is needed on the job. You should also call two or three 
contractors and ask them to come to your home to give 
you an estimate. 

6. ASK THE ELECTRICIAN TO PURCHASE ALL THE 
MATERIALS FOR THE JOB. 

You may think you’ll save money by buying the ma¬ 
terials yourself, but the Leviton Institute found it’s better 
for the electrician to make all the purchases. If the electri¬ 
cian buys the materials, he’s responsible for warranty 
issues, defective products, and broken or missing parts. 

For example, if you bought a light fixture and the 
electrician finds a part missing during installation, it’s up 
to you to go back to the store and get the missing part. 
Meanwhile, the electrician sits around and charges you 
by the hour. If the electrician buys the fixture and a part 
is missing, it’s his responsibility - and his time. 

7. ASK ME WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY RE¬ 
PAIRS CAUSED BY THE JOB. 

To install a new circuit in your home, an electrician 
may need to drill or cut holes in the walls. The repair 
work is generally not done by the electrician. The same 
is true if you’re having landscaping lights installed out¬ 
side and the contractor needs to dig trenches in the lawn 
and uproot shrubbery. 

The final question you may have is how to pay for 
the services. On small jobs, the contractor expects pay¬ 
ment when the job is completed. On larger jobs, the con¬ 
tractor will typically ask for 10 to 30 percent of the total 
job before work begins, with additional payments upon 
completion of certain stages. 

For your protection, do not make the final payment 
until you’ve received a waiver stating that all suppliers 
and other workers on the job have been paid by the elec¬ 
trical contractor. Without this waiver, you may be respon¬ 
sible for these charges if the electrician doesn’t pay 
them. 

When the Leviton Institute asked about the best way 
to find a qualified electrical contractor, word of mouth 
was the number one answer. Next best, pay a visit to 
your local wholesale electrical supply house, tell them 
about your project, and ask for references. The Yellow 
Pages is another good source. For major projects, think 
twice before calling someone who advertises on a local 
bulletin board or neighborhood newspaper because they 
may not be certified and licensed. 
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CO 

Concern for 

ne of the seven basic principles 

that cooperatives follow is concern 

for community. After all, cooperatives were 

formed more than 60 years ago to serve a ba¬ 

sic need in their communities. 

While focusing on member needs, coop¬ 

eratives work for the sustainable development 

of their communities. We provide a reliable 

source of energy. We help your local schools 

and students. We provide additional services to 

improve the quality of your life. And we are 

working with local leaders to bring new jobs 

and opportunity to our communities. 

We live and work here too, that’s what 

makes us different. We’re Illinois’ 

electric cooperatives. 

FEBRUARY 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



C
oncern fo

r com
m

unity • C
oncern fo

r com
m

unity • C
oncern fo

r com
m

unity • C
oncern fo

r co
m

m
u
n
ity
 

• 
C

oncern fo
r co

m
m

u
n

ity 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS! 
It’s time to apply for the 2002 “Youth To Washington Tour” 
ti June of each year, the electric 
land telephone cooperatives in Illi¬ 

nois and across the United States 
sponsor groups of young people to 
Washington, D.C. on the “Youth to 
Washington” program. During a full 
week in the nation’s Capital, these 
students get an up-close look at de¬ 
mocracy in action and get to meet 
with their Congressional delegation 
and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it is 
the trip of a lifetime. It’s an experi¬ 
ence they never forget; full of fun, 
new friends, non-stop touring and 
yes, they actually learn something 
too. Most students come back with 
an even deeper respect for our 
country, our form of government 

and their opportunities. 
Since 1957, hundreds 

of future leaders have been 
introduced to government 
and the legislative process 
through this program. 
Many alumni of the pro¬ 
gram have gone on to 
leadership positions in 
our communities and 
government. Two cur¬ 
rent members of the Illinois Gen¬ 
eral Assembly, State Representatives 
Tom Ryder and Art Tenhouse, are 
past members of the tour. 

The “Youth to Washington” 
Tour is recognized as one of the best 
youth tours of Washington, D.C. 
The tour is well organized with good 

chaperones. 
Participants will 
see monuments 
and memorials 

and visit historical places. 
Last year, Krista Taake and 

Christine Janson, both of Waterloo 
attended and had a great learning 
experience. 

For more information, contact 
the cooperative office at 939-7171. 

Verizon Wireless day set for February & 
,th 

A Verizon Wireless representative 
will be at your cooperative office 

on Friday, February 8th from 11:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Our representa¬ 
tive, Laura Thomson, will be here to 
answer your questions and will have 
several models of phones on hand 

that the members can look at. If 
you’re not able to be here at that 
time and would like to talk to the 
representative, you can call our of¬ 
fice either before or during those 
hours and the representative will call 
you back. Through Verizon Wireless, 

wireless 

your cooperative is able to offer sev¬ 
eral very competitive rate plans for 
cell phones to the membership. 

Use that standby generator safely! 
F’or most of us, a standby genera¬ 

tor can be a nice thing to have in 
case the power goes off. For some 
people, such as those dependent on 
life-support equipment, such a gen¬ 
erator is essential. 

Whether you really need an ex¬ 
tra source of power, or if you simply 
want to be prepared for the unex¬ 
pected, it’s important to keep a gen¬ 
erator in good working order and 
use it safely to get the maximum 
benefit from your investment. 
• Know your generator! Read all 

the information on installation, 
safety and maintenance, and 
follow instructions regarding 
maintenance and testing. 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

When you need to use the gen¬ 
erator, first turn off the main 
power switch or breaker in your 
home. 
Use it wisely. Don’t overload the 
generator. It should be used 
only when necessary, and only 
to power essential equipment. 
Overloading it will cause wear 
and tear and could present fire 
and safety hazards. 
Plug appliances directly into the 
generator itself. Don’t try to wire 
your home’s electrical system 
into the generator. The genera¬ 
tor could then feed power back 
into utility lines as power crews 
work to restore your electric ser- 

FEBRUARY 2002 

vice, putting those workers’ 
lives at risk! 

• Take care when fueling your 
generator! Never try to refuel the 
unit while it’s operating. Avoid 
spilling gasoline or other fuels 
on hot components. 

• Provide adequate ventilation 
and air cooling for the generator 
to prevent overheating and the 
accumulation of toxic exhaust 
fumes. 
If you should have any ques¬ 

tions concerning the use of a 
standby generator, please call the 
cooperative at 939-7171 or (800) 
757-7433. 
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64™ ANNUAL MEETING 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative will have it’s 

64th Annual Meeting of Members on March 25th at 
the Meeker Community Center. Registration and pre¬ 
meeting activities begin at 5 p.m. We will again have 
health-related organizations with informational booths. 
Verizon Wireless will have a cellular phone display, 
Harrisonville Telephone Company will be demonstrating 
DIRECTV and Pure Water filtering systems will have a 
display and a representative on hand to answer ques¬ 
tions. A chicken dinner will be served from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. 

During the business meeting, you will hear and ap¬ 
prove reports of directors and officers, elect three mem¬ 
bers to serve three-year terms to the Cooperative’s board 
of directors, and act on any other business that may 
come before the meeting. 

Craig Grothe, farmer and public speaker from 

Crawfordsville, Iowa, will be the featured speaker at this 
year’s meeting. He has been involved in farming for 
more than 20 years, has built a sizeable beef cow herd 
and raises the grain and hay to feed them. Starting out 
as a hobby, public speaking has grown into a second 
career for Craig. His programs are primarily humorous 
with the intention of leaving a lasting message to each 
member. Come hear Craig at your Annual Meeting for an 
entertaining and inspirational program. 

Registered members in attendance will receive a 
serrated steak knife as a door prize. Four $25 credits on 
electric bills will be given as “Early Bird Prizes.” Atten¬ 
dance prizes will be awarded at the conclusion of the 
meeting. 

Please join us at our 64th Annual Meeting of Monroe 
County Electric Co- Operative on March 25th at the 
Hecker Community Center. 

Fdlin retiring as President/CEO 
Joseph J. Fellin, Presidenl/CEO of Monroe County 

Electric Co-Operative, Inc. for the past 24 years, has 
announced his retirement. His last day of work is Thurs¬ 
day, March 28th. 

Fellin has held his position at your cooperative since 
July of 1978. He is a 38-year veteran of the rural electri¬ 
fication program and has served in Missouri as well as 
Illinois. 

His rural electric career began in 1964 as work order 
clerk for M.J.M. Electric Cooperative in Carlinville, Illi¬ 
nois. In 1968 he became office manager of Black River 
Electric Cooperative in Fredricktown, Missouri. Fellin 
was appointed general manager at Howard Electric Co¬ 

operative in Fayette, Mis¬ 
souri in 1974 before as¬ 
suming his duties here. 

A native of Gillespie, 
Illinois, Joe served in the 
United States Army for 2 
years. Shortly after his dis¬ 
charge, he started his posi¬ 
tion at M.J.M. Electric. 

Joe resides in Waterloo 
with his wife, Jan. He has 
two daughters, Jackie (Ned) Anson and Jody (Scott) 
Garstang; one granddaughter, Allison; and one grand¬ 
son, Logan. 

MARCH 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



WPCA credit to increase this year 
oseph J. Fellin, President/CEO of your electric coop¬ 
erative has announced something that the membership 

has not heard for a very long time. The amount that most 
members are paying per kwh will be going down this year. 

Starting with the March 1st billing (representing 
January’s usage), the WPCA or Wholesale Power Cost Ad¬ 
justment will be increased to 20 mils or translated to $.02/ 
kwh. Because the WPCA is subtracted from the member’s 
bill, this increase is actually a decrease in the amount owed 
by the member for their electrical usage. For the past year 
or so, the WPCA was at 4 mils. 

Example: If a member on rate 1 used 1,000 kwhs in a 
given month, then .004 (or 4 mils) was multiplied by the 
1,000 kwh’s to give a $4.00 reduction in their electric bill. 
For 2002, that figure will go to .020 multiplied by 1,000 kwhs 
or a $20.00 reduction. The more kwhs used, the greaterthe 

reduction. This WPCA change will apply to any rate that was 
getting the WPCA before except the Electric Heat rate 16 and 
the Commercial/Industrial rate 3. 

Members on rate 16 will get an actual rate decrease of 
2.0 cents/kwh for their firs! block of kilowatt hours which is 
up to 2,000 kwhs forthe four summer months and up to 
1,200 kwhs for the remaining eight months. 

Members on Rate 3 will also see some positive 
changes. The 75 percent peak demand ratchet in the months 
of June through September (used for billing demand the rest 
of the year) has been eliminated for 2002. The account’s 
actual peak demand for any given month will be the billed 
demand. The demand the account sets in the four summer 
months will apply only to those individual months. 

If anyone has any questions on these changes, please 
call our office at 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433. 

building is nearing completion 

M; 
Ionroe County Electric Cooperative’s new facility, 2 
miles south of Waterloo on Rte. 3 is nearing completion. 

The building itself is completed forthe most part. Furniture 
and data processing installation will begin the first week of 
March. 

The new 27,000 sq. ft. facility should be ready for busi¬ 
ness the third full week in March. We are planning to move 
all essential equipment into the building and be operational 
by Monday, March 18th. We will be sending out a postcard to 
all the members around the first of March to update the 
membership on our move. 

The cooperative’s new location will have two entrances. 
The front entrance off Rte. 3 will come to the front of the 
building. The back entrance will provide access from Old 
Red Bud road. All deliveries will be received at the back of 

the building. A bill 
drop off box in the 
front parking lot will 
be available for 
after hours. 

The project, 
which started with 
a June 11th groundbreaking last year, will have taken about 
nine months to complete. Good weather in the summer and 
fall contributed to keeping everything on-schedule forthe 
project. R.G. Ross Construction Co. of St. Louis, Mo. was 
the general contractor. Adams & Associates of Nevada, Mo. 
was the architecture firm who designed the facility and was 
a consultant for the cooperative. 

Projections for2002 Your management and staff have been busy preparing the 
2002 Work Plan and Budget. We project to build more than 

200 new services in 2002. Revenue for 2002 is estimated at 
$8,917,192 on projected sales of 89,799,930 kilowatt hours. 
Expenses for maintenance of transformers, regulators, oil 
circuit reclosers, testing of single and three phase meters, 
tree trimming and right-of-way spraying are included in the 
2002 Budget. On-going system maintenance is a high priority 
at your cooperative to ensure a reliable continuity of electric 
service to our members. 

We will continue our lightning protection program that 
began in 1997. Old arrestors will be replaced with a new- 
type arrestor to better protect our system from lightning dam¬ 
age. It should also help with some blinking problems and 
reduce outages due to lightning. 

Most of the construction projects for 2002 will be related 

to growing subdivision development. Three new subdivisions 
are currently underway south of Smithton. Sand Rock Creek 
subdivision will have 32 lots, Autumn Ridge will have 109 lots 
and Tall Timbers is planning 45 lots. We will be adding a new 
circuit out of the Smithton substation to help take care of this 
added growth. We also have eight other separate projects in 
the Smithton and Columbia areas to help improve the system. 

Long range plans still call for a 69,000 KVA transmission 
line from our Poe Substation to a metering point near Red Bud, 
completed by Southern Illinois Power Cooperative in Marion. 
Conversion of the 34,500 KVA line between the Waterloo and 
Poe Substations to a 69,000 KVA line is also in the long range 
plan. 

These maintenance and construction projects will improve 
service reliability and ensure adequate voltage to areas with 
heavy growth. 
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On a personal note: by Joseph Fellin 

One of my favorite Willie Nelson songs is titled “Funny 
How Time Slips Away.” It’s hard for me to believe that I 

have been in this program for thirty-eight years and that 
twenty-four of those years have been as manager of this 
Cooperative. Where does the time go? 

When I started in July of 1978, the Cooperative was 
primarily made up of farm accounts and a few subdivisions 
that were 1 - 5 acre lots. We were billing 3,800 meters and 
purchased 56,000,000 kwh. In 2001 we billed more than 
6,000 meters and purchased 97,000,000 kwh. The homes 
we are now serving are on much smaller lots and the farm 
accounts have dropped substantially over the last twenty- 
four years due to mergers or farmers getting out of the busi¬ 
ness. 

As your manager, I have had some good years and 
some rough years. The years of getting through the high 
cost of wholesale power have probably been the most diffi¬ 
cult. At one time we had wholesale costs of 7 cents per 
kwh. In 2003 your wholesale cost should be less than 5 
cents per kwh. Becoming a member of Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative will benefit your Cooperative for many 
years. 

Over the last twenty-four years I have been blessed 
with a great group of people to work with. When you work 
with 20 people that long, 8 hours a day, five days a week, 
you become a large family. Like any family we celebrate the 
joyous occasions and try to give support and understanding 
during sad or unhappy times. 

Many times this family has come together and gone 
above and beyond the call of duty to restore electric service 
to those members that were affected by ice storms, torna¬ 
does, electrical storms, and yes, even floods. 

Your Cooperative is in excellent condition and will con¬ 
tinue to budget for maintenance programs that will keep it 
that way. We try to keep up with all the new technology 
available. We are about to move into a new headquarters 
facility that will be able to handle the Cooperative growth for 
many years to come. 

Last, but not least, a big thanks to my wife Jan and my 
daughters Jackie and Jody for being so understanding when 
my job kept me away from home. I attended many meetings 
and worked some long nights when various types of storms 
tore up our system. Jan answered many outage calls when 
members could not get through to the Cooperative answer¬ 
ing service. 

Jan and I plan to remain in the area and spend more 
time with our children and grandchildren. Maybe we’ll even 
travel a bit and I will do a little more fishing (only went fish¬ 
ing once last year). 

We both would like to thank the members, the Board of 
Directors and the employees for their assistance and sup¬ 
port. We have fond memories and hope that we were able to 
contribute to this Rural Electric Program in a small way. 

Hope to see you around! 

Co2Lj com can cost less 
old, crisp, bone-chilling wintry days - 
you want to stay warm and cozy indoors 

as efficiently and economically as pos¬ 
sible. What to do when the heat is on 

and you want to get the most for 
your energy dollars? Here are some 
helpful tips: 
• Keep windows near your thermo¬ 

stat tightly closed. Drafts will keep 
your furnace working even though the 

rest of the room has reached a comfortable 
temperature. 

• Check the attic access door to make sure it is well 
insulated and weatherstripped. 

• Keep draperies and shades open in sunny windows; close them at night. 
• And, don’t forget that for comfort in cooler temperatures warm clothes provide some of the best insula¬ 

tion. 
To find out more ways to keep the heat where it belongs, just contact your electric cooperative. We have 

lots of ideas that will help your family stay comfortable year-round for less. 

MARCH 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Autonomy and independence • Autonomy and independence • Autonomy and independence • Autonomy and independence • Autonomy and independence 

Step fe Mm 1] 

large power users, 
such as commercial 
and industrial ac¬ 
counts—has three sepa¬ 
rate currentcarrying 
conductors. A single¬ 
phase line—which 
serves most homes— 
has just one current- 
carrying conductor. 

^ISecondarv tap (hot 
and neutral): This 
conductor carries elec¬ 
tricity between the 
transformer and the 
consumer’s electric 
meter. 

^Istrain insulators: 
These ceramic objects 
hold the conductors in 
place and insulate 
them from the pole. 

^^Pole ground wire: 
This wire is connected 
to a metal rod driven 
eight feet into the 
ground. Its job is to 
ground the system. 

^^Guy wire: This 
stranded wire helps 
stabilize the pole. 
Hardware connects it 
to the pole and an an¬ 
chor in the ground. 

{^Insulators: These 
porcelain or rubber 
objects support the 
electric wires and pre¬ 
vent an undesired flow 
of electricity. 

Pole-top pins: 
These support the in¬ 
sulators on the pole. 

{^Crossarm and 
braces: This is the 
horizontal piece on the 
pole that makes the 
structure look like a 
cross. It holds the in¬ 
sulators, and keeps 
the lines on a three- 
phase line from touch¬ 
ing one another. It 
usually is made of the 
same wood as the pole. 

Main line neutral 
conductor: This wire 
is the neutral conduc¬ 
tor in a distribution 
circuit. 

{^Insulator pins: 
These support the in¬ 
sulators on the 
crossarm. 

{^Security light: Al¬ 
though not on all 
power poles, a dusk-to 
dawn light is visible on 
many power poles. 

What do you see 
when you look at a 

power line? What are 
all those attachments, 
and why are they im¬ 
portant? 

The power lines 
that carry electricity 
from the substation to 
your home or business 
are called distribution 
lines. They are part of 
a system of poles, 
wires, transformers 
and other equipment 
used to deliver electric¬ 
ity- 

Sometimes the 
power lines are buried 
underground. However, 
more frequently they 
are run overhead. 

Below is a descrip¬ 
tion of the main com¬ 
ponents of an electrical 
distribution system. 

Utility pole: The 
naif-ton wooden pole is 
the backbone of the 
electrical line. It is par¬ 
tially buried to sup¬ 
port all of the 
equipment. It usually 
is about 40 feet in 
length, and typically is 
made from logs made 
of cedar, pine or fir 
trees. 

^^Transformer: The 
cylindrical metal 
tankshaped device 
steps down the voltage 
to a level safe for deliv¬ 
ery to the customer, 
either 120 or 240 
volts. Many transform¬ 
ers have a lightning 
arrestor, which pro¬ 
tects them from a 
strike. 

^Tused cutout: This 
provides overload pro¬ 
tection. A link inside a 

fiberglass barrel oper¬ 
ates the cutout, which 
isolates the tap from 
the main line. When a 
loud blast is heard 
from a utility pole, it is 
the fused cutout oper¬ 
ating. 

^^Wire and clamp: 
This wire is secured by 
a clamp, and connects 
the main line to the 
transformer. 

^^Primary conductor: 
This is the main series 
of wires that carries 
electricity from the 
supplier to the con¬ 
sumer through the dis¬ 
tribution system. A 
three-phase line—typi¬ 
cally used to serve 
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ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO.ILLINOIS 
(61ft) 939-7171 
(300)757-7433 

Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

Alan W. Wattles named President/CEO 
of your cooperative 

Alan W. Wattles, 36, of Flora, Illi¬ 
nois has been named the new 

President/CEO of Monroe County 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., according 
to an announcement by Board Chair¬ 
man Terry Grommet of your coop¬ 
erative. Wattles succeeds Joseph J. 
Fellin as President/CEO and began 
his new position on March 18, 
2002. Fellin will be retiring and his 
last workday will be March 28, 2002. 

Wattles was general manager 
of Clay Electric Co-operative, Inc., 
in Flora, IL. Fie started employment 
with Clay Electric in 1988 as member 
services director. In March of 1993 
he was promoted to office manager. 
Wattles became general manager of 
Clay Electric in March of 1996 and 
has held that position up to now. 

Fie earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
finance from Eastern Illinois University. 

Wattles and his wife Kay have 
two children; a daughter, Sonja, 14, 
and a son, Mitch, 11. 

Kay recently earned a special 
education teaching degree in May 

2001 and currently teaches special 
education in the Flora school district. 

“My family and I are looking for¬ 
ward to moving into the area and get¬ 
ting involved with the community. I 
am personally excited about the posi¬ 
tion I will be assuming,” Wattles said. 
“I feel this is a wonderful opportunity 
and I look forward to working with 
the Board of Directors and employees 
of Monroe County Electric.” 

Wattles coached his son’s little 
league baseball team and has also 
coached Flora Fligh School basketball. 

In his spare time, Wattles enjoys 
playing sports, particularly golf, 
and is also interested in auto racing 
and theater. 

Remember to contact JULIE before 
you begin your outdoor projects this year. 

If you are starting a garden, building a deck or planting a tree, call 
JULIE (800) 892-0123 at least 48 hours in advance so they can 

underground lines that may be near the area where 
you plan to dig. By having your dig area marked, 
you will avoid serious injury and prevent any 
possible damage to the utility lines that could in¬ 
terrupt service to your home and to the homes of 
others. JULIE is a service provided to you at no cost. 
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3ny energy saving de¬ 
vices have been invented in 
the past few years, but few 
are as good as mother 
nature’s little invention, the 
shade tree. Properly selected 
and located, trees can help re¬ 
duce your cooling and heating bills 
all year. 

Studies have shown that the aver¬ 
age home can save 30 percent per year in utility 
costs by using trees to shade in the summer and block 
the wind in winter. 

For shade, plant deciduous trees (trees that lose their 
leaves in the winter) on the west and south sides of your 
house. In the summer they will fill out and shade your 
house and the leaves will fall off early enough that they will 
not keep the sun off during the winter cold. 

Vines can help too. Deciduous vines, such as Boston 
Ivy, or Virginia creeper, can help you save energy if you 
plant them along your south and west wall, where they will 
deflect sunlight. This cooling effect is even more noticeable 
when the vine is grown on a trellis, attached to the wall, so 
air can circulate between the vine and the building. 

For winter warmth, an evergreen vine, such as English 
Ivy is effective when grown on a sun-starved north wall, 
where leaves deflect cold and stems help create a dead air 
space and an insulating effect. 

Generally speaking, the south and west sides of a 
home will be the hottest during the summer months. This is 
where the larger shade trees should be located. In the sum¬ 
mer, the leaves will fill out and shade your house. Accord¬ 
ing to a Department of Energy booklet, if a home is 
completely shaded by trees in the summer, its air condition¬ 
ing bill may be reduced by half. The leaves will fall off early 
enough so they will not block the sun during the winter 
cold. 

Even shading your 
air conditioner compressor 
can make a difference. Al¬ 
though you want to keep 
plants from lying directly on 
or interfering with the com¬ 
pressor, a unit that’s shaded 

by a tree doesn’t have to work 
as hard as one that’s in the direct 

summer sun. 
Fleavy winter winds in Illinois usually 

come from the north and west. Evergreen trees, 
such as Pines and Cedars, can be utilized to divert cold 
north and northwest winds. It’s not necessary to plant the 
evergreen windbreak close to your house. As the windbreak 
becomes taller, it can provide protection for more than 100 
feet. 

Trees that reach a height of one and one-half times the 
height of the house should be planted at a distance of four 
to six times their mature height from the house, if space 
permits. Remember, you aren’t trying to build a solid barrier 
against the wind. You just want to break it up. 

When planning your landscape, it is extremely im¬ 
portant to be careful where you plant your trees. Do not 
plant them where their roots can get tangled up in water 
pipes or underground utility lines. You should also 
avoid planting trees where their limbs may hang over a 
driveway, or where limbs may fall onto the house or 
power lines during high winds. You may also choose 
to avoid trees that drop sticky fruits or sap. Whatever 
the case, the choice of trees is a matter of taste. You 
would be wise, however, to consult your friendly nurs¬ 
ery or landscape architect about your tree planting 
plans. 

While shading your home and building wind¬ 
breaks will not work miracles for you, they can help. 
Besides, they really add to the beauty of your home. 
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an essential and fundamental 
power that flows from your electric coop¬ 
erative. 

That basic democratic power, which in¬ 
cludes one vote by every single co-op 
member-owner, is one of the most impor¬ 
tant characteristics that makes your electric 
co-op different from any other kind of utility. 

Also, you have the power to discuss is¬ 
sues with friends and neighbors at co-op 
annual meetings, vote for the governing 
board, or run for office yourself. 

A co-op is as good as its members. 
And that’s pretty powerful by anyone’s 
standards. 

So, make sure you exercise your share 
of power. It won’t cost you a cent, and it’s 
one of the best investments you can make. 
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Outage summary for2001 
Electric service is one of the most dependable items 

you can buy. Monroe County Electric Co-Operative 
takes pride in bringing you reliable electric power. Occa¬ 
sionally, however, your power may be interrupted by 
circumstances over which we have little or no control. It 
is our goal to keep the average outage per member as 
low as possible and keep the momentary blinking and 
surges to a minimum. 

During 2001, there were 223 outages on the 
cooperative’s system totaling 8163 consumer hours of 
outage time. This represents an average outage time of 
1.35 hours per member for 2001. This is down .18 
hours per member from 2000. 

During 2001, power supplier outages accounted for 
38 percent of the outages on our system. Weather-re¬ 
lated outages accounted for 10 percent of the outages. 
This was down about 16 percent from last year. Equip¬ 
ment failure, which includes overload, transformer fail¬ 
ure, deterioration and underground cable failure, 
accounted for 34 percent. 

To ensure reliable electric service, your cooperative 
places a high priority on system maintenance. Approxi¬ 
mately 25 percent of our operating expenses are for up- 

Energy Tips And Tidbits 
Every little bit can help when it comes to saving en¬ 

ergy. Here a few simple steps to help you do just that: 

Turning off your computer when it won’t be used for 
several hours not only cuts energy use, but can 
lengthen the life of the computer. However, turning the 
computer on and off frequently during the day can do 
the opposite—wear it out faster. So be judicious in 
using your home computer, and when you buy a new 
one, be sure to get a model with a ‘sleep’ feature, that 
allows you to leave the computer on but greatly cuts the 
energy consumption when it’s not in use. 

Think that little narrow space at the base of your exte¬ 
rior door isn’t a big deal? Think again! A one-quarter 
inch gap at the bottom of a standard door drains away 
as much heated or cooled interior air as a three-inch- 
by-three-inch hole in the wall! You certainly would act 
quickly to seal up a hole, so be just as quick to add 
weather stripping and a threshold to that door! 

keep and maintenance. Tree trimming and right-of-way 
maintenance is of utmost importance in keeping our 
electric distribution lines clear of trees and falling limbs 
during storms. Other maintenance performed includes 
pole testing and change-out, testing of substation regu¬ 
lators and transformers, meter testing, upgrading and 
replacing Oil Circuit Reclosers (OCR’s) or breakers, and 
other routine maintenance. 

Service is our most important commodity. We are 
aware of the inconvenience resulting from outages. 
Management and employees alike are committed to 
keeping our system in top operating condition. 

The following chart shows the cause, total con¬ 
sumer hours and percentage of outages for 2001: 

TOTAL 
Cause Consumer Hours Percent 
Power Supply 3139 38% 
Construction & Maintenance 161 2% 
Equipment 2487 31 % 
Weather 842 10% 
Animals 160 2% 
Accidents, unknown, other 1375 17% 

■ It’s commonly believed that leaving the thermostat at the 
same setting, day and night, uses less energy than turn¬ 
ing the thermostat back and then raising it again in the 
morning. The idea is that re-heating the cool house re¬ 
quires more energy than just keeping it at a constant tem¬ 
perature. 

Well, it’s not a good idea to keep moving the thermostat 
setting back and forth, but the fact is, less energy is 
needed to warm your house up in the morning than to 
keep it at the same constant warm temperature all night. So 
if you don’t have a programmable (4927-32) thermostat, 
get in the habit of changing the thermostat before bed and 
raising it again when you get up. If everyone in your fam¬ 
ily is out of the house during the day, reset the thermostat 
again when you leave for the day. 
Source: Portland General Electric 
(www.portlandgeneral.com) 
Alliance To Save Energy (www.ase.org/powersmart) 
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May is Electrical Safety Month 
Have you ever had a friend turn 

against you and become an 
enemy? It can re¬ 
ally hurt. Electric¬ 
ity is a great friend; 
but it can hurt, too, if 
you don’t treat it with 
respect. 

During May, Monroe 
County Electric Co-Op¬ 
erative is helping to 
observe National 
Electrical Safety 
Month by reminding 
everyone about the four 
R’s of electrical safety: 

Respect the power 
of electricity. 

Read and fol¬ 
low the operating instructions 
that come with every electrical 
product. 

Replace worn or frayed elec¬ 
trical cords. 

Relocate appliance cords so 
they won’t get walked on and 

children can’t pull on them. Elec¬ 
tricity can keep your home com¬ 
fortable, light the path to your 

door and cook your food. Or it 
can cause a shock...or start 

a fire. Often the choice is 
yours. Keep electricity 

your friend. 

Tips on Outdoor 
Safety 

• Keep ladders, 
antennas, kites 
and poles away 

from the power lines 
leading to the house. 
If you have a problem up 

high, phone Monroe County 
Electric Co-Operative. Don’t 
take a chance! 
Never use electric power tools 
or appliances with rain over¬ 
head or water underfoot. 
Use only outdoor lights, fix¬ 
tures and extension cords. 
Plug into outlets with a “ground 

Cooperation among co-ops 
Cooperatives serve their by working together through 

members most effectively local, national, regional and 

MONROECOUNTY 

ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(613)939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

(300)757-7433 

fault interrupter” or GEL 
• Don’t ever climb power poles 

or transmission towers. Don’t 
let anyone shoot or throw 
stones at insulators. 

• Pad-mounted transformers are 
for underground wiring. The 
transformers are inside sturdy 
metal cabinets, which are 
locked for safety. Never pry 
them open. If you find an un¬ 
locked door, call Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative. 

• If a power line hits your car, 
stay inside unless the car 
catches fire. Then jump clear 
without touching metal and 
ground at the same time. 
Shuffle away keeping both 
feet on the ground. 

• If you’re caught in a lightning 
storm, get out of the water 
and stay away from trees. Go 
indoors and keep clear of 
windows. Turn off your TV 
and other appliances. 

international structures. 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative will be closed on Monday, May 27th in observance of 
Memorial Day. The office will be open for normal business hours on Tuesday, May 28th. 
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MAC Committee meets for final time 
The Member Advisory Commit¬ 

tee for Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, in existence for 
about twenty years, held it’s final 
meeting on Monday, February 11 
at the Annbriar Golf Course. 

The committee was started 
back in the late 1970s at a time 
when electric costs were starting 
to rise. It provided an additional 
means of communication be¬ 
tween the board of directors/man¬ 
agement and the membership. 

Some of the basic objectives 
of the committee were: improving 
overall communications between 
the Co-Operative and the mem¬ 
bership; helping the members to 
secure an understanding of the 
Co-Operative's philosophy, prin¬ 

ciples and objectives; and act as 
a source of feedback from the 
membership on issues pertaining 
to the Co-Operative. 

The committee tried to attain 
three members from each of the 
nine board districts. 

Members of the final commit¬ 
tee were as follows: James 
Andrews, Tammy Battin, Jeff 
Buhr, Frank Curtis, Arlene and 
Donald Glaeser, James Guebert, 
Alois Floffmann, Don lllig, Charles 
Kruse, Flarold Lutman, Paul 
Mudd, David Reinhardt, Robert 
Rey, Marvin Schilling, David 
Stellhorn, Robert Stoll, Jack 
Strang, Jay Stumpf and Frances 
Waters. 

Don Wood of the AIEC 
speaking on electric 
deregulation. 

The program for the evening 
was an update on “Deregulation 
in Illinois,” given by Don Wood, 
director of government relations 
for the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives in Springfield, 
Illinois. 

Co-Op receives safety awards at state conference 
Monroe County Electric Co-Op¬ 

erative, Inc. received a safety 
honor recently during the Safety/ 
Supervisory Technical Conference 
held in Springfield. The member- 
owned electric cooperative received 
an award for “best lost-time accident 
record.” The conference is spon¬ 
sored annually by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC). 
From left are Steve Candler, 
groundman truckdriver; David 
Stephens, superintendent of opera¬ 
tions; Dick Dunsworth, president/ 
CEO of McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative and chairman of the AIEC 
training and safety committee; Ron 
Rusteburg, lineman-journeyman; 
and Randy Ellner, lineman-appren¬ 
tice. 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

you: Waterloo 939-7171 or 800-757-7433. 
After office hours: — Same numbers 
Someone is always on duty to take emer¬ 
gency calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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Nature's terrible swift sword fhere are some 2,000 thunder storms in 
progress over the earth’s surface at any 
given moment. And although we hardly 
ever complain about the 
rain that thunder storms 
bring, the lightning that of¬ 

ten comes with these storms is an¬ 
other story. 

Lightning strikes the earth 100 
times each second. And during this 
time of year we get our fair share. 
Lightning is very fast. It’s half the 
speed of light, very hot, and five 
times the temperature of the sur¬ 
face of the sun. At least 100 Ameri¬ 
cans are killed each year by 
lightning. That’s more than the 
death toll caused by tornadoes, hur¬ 
ricanes or floods. 

Lightning is spectacular and 
beautiful, but can be devastating at 
the same time, especially to electric 
utilities, homes and forests. 

With energy measuring 25,000 
amperes and 30 million volts, lightning is capable 
of blowing a tree apart by boiling the sap so 
quickly that it literally explodes. Lightning dam¬ 
ages or destroys 30,000 houses per year and 
starts half of all fires in our national forests. 

Surprisingly, we really don’t know as much 
about lightning as we really should. But because 
lightning is such a major cause of outages, and a 
threat to the lives of linemen, electric utilities 
across the country are doing more to learn about 
lightning and control its damage. 

Homeowners and utilities obviously can’t pre¬ 
vent lightning, but they can install protective de¬ 
vices that will conduct the energy to the earth 
rather than allow it to pass through insulators, cir¬ 
cuit breakers and other equipment. To protect sub¬ 

stations, we erect lightning masts, similar to light¬ 
ning rods installed on barns and houses. Surge ar¬ 
restors, also called lightning arrestors are also 

installed on transformers. 
A lightning arrestor acts as an in¬ 

sulator at normal voltage. When 
high voltage caused by a lightning 
strike occurs, the arrestor acts as a 
conductor and allows the lightning 
to ground. 

The chance that a frame house in 
a fairly built up neighborhood will be 
hit by lightning during the year is 
about one in a 100. But inside is still 
the safest place to be. During a 
storm use common sense and 
come in out of the rain. 
When a storm does occur: 
• Don’t use electrical appliances. 
• Don’t use the telephone unless 
absolutely necessary. 
• Get out of water and off the golf 
course. Golf shoes can provide a 
perfect ground. 

• Stop working on tractors, especially when pull¬ 
ing metal equipment. 

• Look for the nearest shelter and avoid high ob¬ 
jects, especially isolated trees. 

• Unplug expensive electrical equipment such as 
computers. 
Homeowners can also protect expensive elec¬ 

tric equipment and appliances by using surge pro¬ 
tectors. Many homeowners don’t install lightning 
protection because they mistakenly believe that 
any damage will be covered by insurance. Check 
with your agent, some policies don’t include dam¬ 
age from lightning. 

Call your electric cooperative with any ques¬ 
tions you have on lightning protection. 
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Stay safe and. , _ 
sowhd this 

C(o) 

cW'W 
s you begin to spend more time out¬ 
doors for work and play remember to 

watch for overhead power lines. 
• Also, make sure outdoor electrical outlets 

are grounded and have weatherproof covers 
• Never fly kites or model planes near power 

lines. Use only dry string on kites. 
• Never place a ladder where it can fall into 

a power line. 
• Teach your children to stay away 

from utility substation fences and 
pad-mounted transformers. 
For more helpful tips to keep in mind 

when you’re working or playing outdoors con 
tact your local electric cooperative or visit 
www.safeelectricity.org. 
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MONROECOUNTY 

ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(61ft) 939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

(ftOO)757-7433 

Highlights of the 64th Annual Meeting 

Newly elected and re-elected to the board of directors of 
your electric cooperative at the co-op’s 64th Annual Meeting 
of members were, in front from left, George Obernagel of 
Waterloo, newly elected member with retiring President/CEO 
Joseph Fellin and the new manager Alan Wattles, former 
manager of Clay Electric Cooperative in Flora. In back are 
Terry J. Grommet of Belleville and Ross Mueller of Fults. 

Two area men were relented, 
and one man was elected, 

to three-yeartermsonthe 
board of directors of Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative 
(MCEC) at the organization’s 
64th annual meeting Monday, 
March 25 at the Hecker Com¬ 
munity Center in Hecker. Re¬ 
elected were Terry J. Grommet 
of Belleville and Ross R. 
Mueller of Fults. Elected was 
George W. Obernagel of Water¬ 
loo, who replaces the retiring 
Donald L. Gleiberof Waterloo. 

Speaking to some 400 
members and guests, Board 
Chairman Grommet said de¬ 
regulation is on the horizon. 
“In a year or two, your board 
will have to make a decision 
on this issue.” He went on to 
say, “A local business’ commercial says 
that an educated consumer is its best 
customer. I couldn’t agree more,” he said. 
He told the members that year after year, 
MCEC tries to keep them educated on the 
issues facing the co-op, such as deregu¬ 
lation. “I assure you the decision we ulti¬ 
mately make (about deregulation) will have 
your best interest in mind,” he said. 

Next, he thanked the members on 
behalf of the board and employees of 
MCEC forthe new headquarters facility. 
“This facility was planned and built to 
serve us for many years to come.” 

Grommet reminded the members that 
current Manager Joe Fellin will retire at the 
end of March and announced that as of 
March 18, their new President/CEO has 
been Alan Wattles. “Alan has been working 
with Joe forthe past two weeks getting up 
to speed on the workings of MCEC,” 
Grommet said. He also announced that 
the co-op is very close to selling two more 
lots from the old co-op grounds. “This 
would leave us with one small lot on the 

north end to sell, and the large lot that the 
old headquarters sat on,” he said. 

“We still have two lawsuits pending,” 
said Grommet. “One is with the City of 
Waterloo and the other is against our 
former power supplier, Soyland Power 
Cooperatve.” Both lawsuits are moving 
very slowly, but Grommet told the mem¬ 
bers that the board would keep them in¬ 
formed of any changes. 

Grommet closed by thanking the 
board of directors for their dedication and 
support of the co-op, Joe Fellin and his 
staff for their professionalism, the outside 
crew for their hard work, and “most im¬ 
portantly, the member/owners, for sup¬ 
porting the co-op. You continually 
support our decisions, attend our area 
meetings, educate yourselves in coopera¬ 
tive matters and issues, and take an inter¬ 
est and have pride in your cooperative. I 
commend you,” he concluded. 

Joseph Fellin, retiring President/CEO 
spoke to the members for the last time and 
said, “2001 was a busy yearforthe co- 

JUNE 2002 ■ 

op. We installed 13.2 miles 
of newline, 214 new ser¬ 
vices, 34 service upgrades, 
changed 31 transformers, 
and replaced 37 poles.” He 
said, altogether, he’s been 
pleased with what the co-op 
has done with the Soyland 
power supply contract 
buyout. 

Next he told the 
members how much he’d 
enjoyed working with them 
through the years, and he 
welcomed Wattles as the 
new president/CEO of 
MCEC. 

Richard W. Liefer, 
Secretary-Treasurer an¬ 
nounced that the co-op had 
a productive year in 2001. 
“We increased our sales and 

revenue about 2 percent. We continued to 
pay down some of our Soyland debt at an 
accelerated pace without raising rates and 
we ended up with a positive margin of 
$618,335.” 

Tim Reeves, president and general 
manager of Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative, spoke about improvements to the 
Marion Generation Station. They include a 
36 percent increase in capacity and a new 
environmental control system forthe coal- 
fired boilers. 

Guest speaker for the evening was 
Craig Grothefrom Crawfordsville, Iowa. 

MCEC serves 5,985 members over 
1,127 miles of energized line. Members 
receive service in mostly rural portions of 
Monroe, Randolph and St. Clair counties. 
The co-op is also a member of Touch¬ 
stone Energy® - an alliance of 550 local, 
consumer-owned electric utilities that are 
committed to providing superior service 
based on four core principles: integrity, 
accountability, innovation and commit¬ 
ment to community. 
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1 se your automatic washer 
and dryer less often and 

more efficiently if you want to 
save energy and some of your 
hard-earned dollars. For starters: 
• Wash clothes in warm or cold 

water. Rinse in cold. 
• Fill your washer and dryer, but 

don't overload them. 
• Don't use too much deter¬ 

gent. Over-sudsing makes 
your machine work harder 
and use more energy. 

• Keep the lint screen in your 
dryer clean. Lint impedes the 
flow of air and requires the 
machine to use more energy. 

• If your dryer has an auto¬ 
matic dry cycle, use it. Over 
drying merely wastes energy. 
There's even more you can 

do to save money and energy. 
Simply contact us for more en¬ 
ergy and money-saving tips. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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as the fire alarm 
SI [ ever gone off in 
Si* your home and you can SAVE VOUR LIFE 

either ignored it or took out 
the battery? Did you remember to put 
the battery back in? Do you have an 
alarm on each floor of your home? 
Do you think your fire alarm can save 
your life? 

In February of 2001, Andrea and 
her family were asleep in their home 
when the fire alarm went off. It was 
the middle of the night and they 
couldn’t hear the alarm because their 
bedroom doors were closed. The 
alarm was in the hallway. Luckily, An¬ 
drea got out of bed, realized there 
was a problem and was able to notify 
her family. , 

A fire had started within the walls 
of their rural home. She screamed at 
her husband Mark and their daugh¬ 
ters to get out of the house as she 
attempted to gather her purse and pets. “I could tell by 
the tone of my mom’s voice that she meant business,” 
says 9-year-old Alex. “We ran out of the house. We 
didn’t even have shoes on and it was really cold out¬ 
side.” 

Andrea had managed to call 911 and emergency 
vehicles responded within minutes, but their house 
could not be saved. The fire tore through the roof and 
broke out all of the windows. The house was considered 
a complete loss. 

The family lost all of their worldly possessions. 
They lost pictures, clothes, recent Christmas presents 
and two of their pets. But, they all made it safely out of 
their burning home. Even so, one can’t help but wonder 
how it would have turned out if they had heard the alarm 
sooner. 

According to safeelectricity.org, researchers esti¬ 
mate that nearly half of annual fire fatalities can be pre¬ 
vented by smoke alarms. Smoke alarms can detect 
problems that your senses cannot. They can wake you in 
the middle of the night. They can save your life. 

One smoke alarm is not enough. All homes should 
have one on each level and outside of sleeping areas. A 

smoke alarm in each bedroom is an 
even better idea. Smoke detectors 
should be checked regularly and 
children should be familiarized with 
the sound and meaning of the 
alarm. 

Proper fire safety begins with 
smoke alarms but continues with 
several important actions. Be aware 
of proper use and maintenance of 
heating and electrical appliances. 
Inspect all cords and plugs at least 
once a year. Never overload electri¬ 
cal outlets and circuits. Always exer¬ 
cise extreme caution when smoking 
inside your home. Smoking is one 
of the leading causes of fire deaths. 
Never smoke in bed and make sure 

that cigarettes are properly extinguished before dumping 
the ashes in the trash. 

What do you do if there is a fire in your home? First, 
call the fire department or 911 and give them your ad¬ 
dress. Flave an escape route for each area of the house 
and discuss a designated family meeting place outside. 
Familiarize your children with the ideas of remaining low 
to the ground while exiting and using “stop, drop and 
roll” if they should come in contact with fire. Use of a 
good family exit plan may be all that’s needed to protect 
you and your family from the dangers of fire. 

Andrea and her family recently rebuilt their home. 
They are beginning a long road of recovery from this 
tragedy. Andrea says, “One of the first things we in¬ 
stalled in our new home was smoke alarms in each of 
our bedrooms, in the hallways and in the laundry room. 
The new alarms are all hard-wired with battery back-ups. 
So, if one alarm goes off in the house, they all go off. If 
a fire occurs in our house again, we will know immedi¬ 
ately.” 

Don’t let a loss be your lesson. Please safeguard 
your family and home from fires. For more information 
on fire safety, visit the United States Fire Administration 
Web site at www.usfa.fema.gov. 
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Verizon Wireless day set for June 14th 

A Verizon Wireless representative 
will be at your cooperative office 

on Friday, February 14th from 11:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Our representa¬ 
tive, Ashley Sledge, will be here to 
answer your questions and will have 
several models of phones on hand 
I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

that the members can look at. If 
you’re not able to be here at that 
time and would like to talk to the 
representative, you can call our of¬ 
fice either before or during those 
hours and the representative will call 
you back. Through Verizon Wireless, 
■ JUNE 2002 

V^verizOllwireless 
your cooperative is able to offer sev¬ 
eral very competitive rate plans for 
cell phones to the membership. 

With springtime comes warmer weather and flowers 
blooming. Another thing to remember is that spring 

brings with it the thunderstorm season and possible 
damage from lightning strikes. 

In an effort to keep the lightning from damaging 
your home’s electronic equipment, 
MCEC has surge protection equip¬ 
ment for sale to its members. 

The MSA surge protector is 
installed at the meter by a MCEC 
serviceman. The device becomes 
the property of the member and 
sells for $140 plus tax and $25.00 
installation. In conjunction with the 
MSA model, smaller individual 
protectors should also be installed 
inside the home to protect your 
computer and other sensitive elec¬ 
tronic equipment. 

The TTC-215 provides pro¬ 
tection on television and VCR an¬ 
tenna connections. 

The TTM-215 provides dial¬ 
up phone line protection for FAX 
machines, answering machines 
and modems. 

These individual protectors 
sell for $80 each and can be pur¬ 
chased at the MCEC office in Wa¬ 
terloo. For protection of your 
electronic equipment, consider the 
purchase of this equipment before 
lightning strikes. 

Listen for weather bulletins... 
We urge you to be alert during tornado season. Dur¬ 

ing a severe thunderstorm or tornado emergency, listen 
for radio and television broadcasts or the latest National 
Weather Service bulletins. 

If a tornado approaches, your 
immediate action can save your life! 

In homes, stay away from 
windows and take shelter in the 
basement or under heavy furniture 
in the center area of the house. 

In schools, move quickly, 
following advance plans, to shel¬ 
ter areas or to an interior hallway 
on the lowest floor. In office build¬ 
ings, go to an interior hallway on 
the lowest floor or to a designated 
shelter area. 

Mobile homes are particularly 
vulnerable to overturning during 
strong winds and should be 
evacuated when strong winds are 
forecast. Damage can be mini¬ 
mized by securing trailers. 

In factories, move quickly, 
following advance plans, to shel¬ 
ter areas. 

In open country, move away 
from the tornado’s path at a right 
angle. If there is no time, lie flat in 
the nearest depression with your 
hands shielding your head. Be 
alert for flash floods....during tor¬ 
nado season. 



Across the 
President’s 
desk 
Guest editorial- 
Paul Wood, President/CEO 
Georgia Electric Membership 
Corporation 

“Those unregulated EMCs...” 
For as long as I have been associated with electric 

membership cooperatives (EMCs), I have heard the 
charge —mostly from competitors—that “co-ops are un¬ 
regulated and, therefore, uncontrolled.” The clear inference 
is “somebody oughta do something about those EMCs.” 

The fact is somebody did do something—a long time 
ago. EMCs were created when the investor-owned utilities 
(lOUs) refused to deliver electricity to rural areas because 
they believed they could not make a profit. Rather than be 
left in the dark, neighbors got together and decided to do 
something about their problem. These private, locally oper¬ 
ated electric utility businesses were established with one 
purpose in mind: to provide electricity where there was 
none and provide service to customers second to none. 

We agree with the lOUs that it is expensive to install 
and maintain the wires that deliver electricity to less- 
densely populated areas. But the EMCs do it, and by care¬ 
ful management we are able to keep our rates competitive. 

Frankly, comments about co-ops being unregulated 
betray a basic misunderstanding of how cooperatives 
work. An EMC is governed by a board of directors elected 
from its membership through a democratic process. 
The directors are as responsive to the concerns and 
control of the membership as any elected official is to 
his or her constituents. 

If an EMC’s members become dissatisfied with a 
director’s service, the ballot box provides a ready solution. 
There is no better control than to be “owned by those we 
serve.” Frankly, the reason investor-owned-utilities are regu¬ 
lated is because they are profit driven, not member driven. 

MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(61ft)939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

(300)757-7433 

A Georgia law, passed in 1937, opened the door for 
neighbors to establish cooperatives that would deliver 
electricity to each other, reliably, safely and at affordable 
rates. It’s a structure that has worked well for almost 65 
years, and now accounts for service to more than 73 
percent of Georgia’s land area. 

Although suburbia has come to some areas we 
serve, we still serve an average of only 10 member/ 
owners per mile of distribution line compared to 35 cus¬ 
tomers per mile for lOUs, and a whopping 47 customers 
per mile for city-owned utilities. 

At a time when the lOUs are closing down local of¬ 
fices, centralizing customer service in massive call cen¬ 
ters, and even dispatching repair crews from far off 
locations, isn’t it great to know that when you call your 
EMC, you’ll be talking with someone in your home¬ 
town—probably a neighbor? 

Throughout our history we have survived by adapt¬ 
ing and innovating to meet the needs of our custom¬ 
ers—our owners. They set the direction for their EMC. 
That’s been a successful formula from our beginning. 
Indeed, cooperatives have proven to be a successful 
form of free enterprise in America since the days of 
Benjamin Franklin. 

Being subject to the democratic control of our 
members does not make us “unregulated and uncon¬ 
trolled;” it makes us a cooperative— and proud of it. 
We believe our past success is Georgia’s present and 
future strength! 
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Open House setfor July 20 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative will celebrate 

the move to its new facility with an “Open House” 
on Saturday, July 20th from 10:00 a.m. till 4:00 p.m. Our 

new location is two miles south of Waterloo off Route 3. 

Members are invited to come out and tour the new 

facilities. There will be refreshments available to the 

membership as well as door prizes. 
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Randy Ellner of Waterloo, Journeyman Lineman for Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative, Inc., took part in an underground 

distribution school held April 22 - 26 at Lincoln Land Community 
College in Springfield. The Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives hosted the underground distribution school as part of a five- 
week lineman training program teaching safe working methods for 
electric line personnel. 

Is your air-conditioner on it’s last leg? 
nstead of just replacing your old air-conditioner, con¬ 
sider upgrading it to an add-on heat pump and receive a 

rebate from Monroe County Electric Co-Operative (for Co¬ 
operative members only with a fossil fueled furnace such 
as natural gas or propane). You may save as much as 30 
percent or more on your current heating costs with an ad¬ 
ditional investment (beyond the cost of just replacing the 
air-conditioner) of as little as $100. And you’ll have the 

best of both worlds, the efficiency of the heat pump during 
moderate temperatures and the heat of a fossil system dur¬ 
ing cold weather. Plus, you may not have to purchase any 
propane during the winter when prices are at their highest. 
So call us or your nearest air-conditioning contractor and 
ask how an add-on heat pump can save you money. Or 
check out our Web site at www.mcec.ora and go to the 
Programs and Services section. 

Flooded basement? Don’t use those appliances! 
offering through the affects of flooding or other di¬ 
sasters is unpleasant enough without taking risks 

with your safety from electrical shock or fire. 
If you have appliances or equipment that have been 

exposed to water - whether it’s a clothes dryer in a 
flooded basement or a fluorescent light that got deluged 
with rain - never assume it’s safe to use after it has 
dried. Moisture alone can damage insulation and com¬ 
ponents in some appliances, making them unsafe. And 
if your home has been flooded, those floodwaters may 

have contained oil, chemicals and debris that can lodge 
inside and damage your equipment. 

So before you try to use any electrical appliance 
that has been exposed to water, take it to a qualified ser¬ 
vice technician. The item may be fine, may need recon¬ 
ditioning, or might require replacement. Whatever the 
cost or inconvenience involved in repairing or replacing 
that equipment, it will be well worth the trouble. 

Source: National Electrical Manufacturers Association Web site 

IEC Scholarships winners named 
Winners of the 2002 Illinois Electric Cooperative Me¬ 

morial Scholarship were announced in May, with 
three students receiving $1,000 scholarships. In the son 
or daughter of an electric cooperative member category, 
the winners were: 

• Catherine Fombelle of Atwood, Illinois. Catherine’s 
family receives electricity from Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative. 

• Jill Catherine Seelhoefer of Sullivan, Illinois. Jill’s fam¬ 
ily receives electricity from Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative. 

• Scott Ross Greuel of Industry, Illinois. Scott’s family re¬ 
ceives electricity from McDonough Power Cooperative. 

In the “son or daughter of an electric cooperative 
employee or director” category, the winner is Joshua 
McGill of Ava, Illinois. He is the son of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative’s Manager of Engineering and Plant Operations, 
Richard McGill. 

Two hundred and two applications were received 
this year (the most ever), and there were a large number 
of extremely qualified applicants. All applicants were 
notified of the selections, and the winning students will 
receive plaques at their local high school ceremonies. 
There were five applicants from the Monroe County 
Electric Cooperative area this year. 
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QUESTION: 
CO 

vhat makes 
an electric 

coaperative 
different? 

You! The major difference between your Electric Cooperative 
and an Investor-Owned Utility (I0U) is who has the power. 

Because YOU belong to a democratically controlled, mem¬ 
ber-owned cooperative, YOU have the power. 

Shareholders retain the power in lOUs, and those same 
shareholders receive all the company’s profits. 

Your electric cooperative gives back its profits to the 
members in the form of capital credits. So in addition to 
receiving electricity and other services from your coopera¬ 
tive, YQU also receive any profits made and have a say in 
how the cooperative operates. That’s what makes your 
electric cooperative different - we give YOU the power. 

You! 

YOU! 
ANSWER: 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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USE ELECTRICAL 
CORDS 

Extension cords, with 

their ability to bring any 

appliance or lamp within reach 

of an electrical outlet, are one of 

the most convenient products in 

the home. But when they are 

misused, they can also be a 

source of potential danger. 

The U.S. Consumer Product 

Safety Commission (CPSC) esti¬ 

mates that some 3,000 people 

are treated each year for injuries 

associated with extension cords. 

In addition, the CPSC reports 

that improperly functioning ex¬ 

tension cords cause 5,000 resi¬ 

dential fires annually. 

While extension cords are an 

invaluable convenience, it’s im¬ 

portant to use them properly. 

But what does that entail? Here 

are some tips from the Leviton 

Institute: 

• Never run extension cords 

through walls, under rugs or 

furniture, or across doorways. 

• Never try to repair a damaged 

extension cord with electrical 

tape; replace it instead. 

• Never overioad an extension 

cord. If any part of the cord 

feels warm to the touch, the 

cord is drawing too much 

power and could present a fire 

or shock hazard. 

• Never cut off the ground pin 

to connect a three-prong 

appliance cord to a two-wire 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

extension cord or receptacle. 

Always use a UL-listed 

adapter for this purpose. 

• Replace older extension cords 

if one of the prongs is not 

“polarized.” In a polarized 

plug, one prong will be wider 

than the other. 

| • Do not allow extension cords 

to dangle from counters or 

tabletops. Someone could ac¬ 

cidentally pull them down or 

trip over them. 

i • Always plug an appliance into 

the extension cord before 

plugging the extension cord 

into a wall receptacle. Also, 

make sure the appliance is 

“off” before plugging it in. 

| • When disconnecting an exten¬ 

sion cord, always pull from 

the plug, never the cord itself. 

• Use special, heavy-duty exten¬ 

sion cords for high-wattage 

appliances such as air condi¬ 

tioners, portable electric heat¬ 

ers and freezers. 

• When placing furniture or an 

appliance directly against a 

wall where a cord is plugged 

into a receptacle, use a low- 

profile type of plug. These 

plugs will let the appliance or 

furniture get closer to the wall, 

and there is less chance of the 

plug coming loose. 

• Outside the home, use exten¬ 

sion cords designed specifi¬ 

cally for outdoor use. 

Following this advice will help 

ensure that your extension cords 

will always be used in a safe, effi¬ 

cient manner. 

Cover unused outlets on the 

extension cord to prevent 

children from making 

contact with a live circuit. 

Before buying an extension 

cord, check the product and 

its packaging to ensure that 

the product has 

been listed by a 

nationally recognized 

laboratory, such as 

Under-writers 

Laboratories (UL) or 

Canadian Standards 

Association (CSA). 

Source: Leviton Institute 
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Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Alan W. Wattles 

3y being a Touchstone Energy® cooperative, 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative (MCEC) is 

joining forces with other electric cooperatives to 
build customer loy¬ 
alty while at the v T ^ u 
onrnQ moin+oin Your louchstone bnergy same time maintain- 
ing the highest lev¬ 
els of service and accountability. As your local 
Touchstone Energy Cooperative, MCEC is commit¬ 
ted to serving the needs of your families and this 
community into the 21st century. 
What is Touchstone Energy? 
• A national alliance of local, cooperatively 

owned utilities, providing high standards of ser- 

MONROECOUNTY 

ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(61ft)939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy’ Partner 

(300)757-7433 

vice to their members, large and small, and 
their communities. 
Represents more than 550 energy cooperatives 
serving more than 5.8 million households and 
businesses reaching more than 15 million 
members from coast to coast in 36 states. 
A brand with core values that consumers have 
long associated with cooperatives: integrity, 
accountability, innovation, and a longstanding 
commitment to their communities. 
Represents electric cooperatives’ unique char¬ 

acteristics in a 
changing market¬ 
place where these 
values and differ¬ 

ences matter more each day. 
Emphasizes the significance of each electric 
cooperative’s local presence and ties to the 
community, but offers the resources of a na¬ 
tionwide network to bring 
added value and benefit to all 
consumers. 

Partner 

Be sure to visit 
our booth at the 

I ny Vjiii \ 

July 29 - August 4 
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Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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Students represent cooperative in Washington, D.C. 
TVvo area youths spent the week of June 14-21 explor¬ 

ing Washington D.C. The students met with Illinois 
congressional leaders and learned about their govern¬ 
ment during the annual “Youth to Washington” Tour. 
This event, sponsored by the electric and telephone 
cooperatives of Illinois, began in the late 1950s to in¬ 
troduce rural youths to our democratic form of gov¬ 
ernment and cooperatives. The theme of the 2002 
Youth Tour was “Volunteers in Action.” 

Elizabeth Edwards of Smithton and Amy 
Lenhardt of Waterloo represented Monroe County 
Electric Co-Operative. They met with Congressman 
Jerry Costello on Capitol Hill and were among 57 
rural Illinois youth leaders selected for the trip. In 
addition to the Capitol, students also visited the 
White House, Arlington National Cemetery, the Na¬ 
tional Cathedral, the Smithsonian Museums, 
George Washington’s home, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and a number of other histori¬ 
cal sites. 

In addition 
to taking in the 
sights and sounds 
of the nation’s capitol, 
all the state groups convened 
for Rural Electric Youth Day to learn 
from public figures and other inspira¬ 
tional speakers. This year’s Youth Day agenda 
included a survivor of the September 11 attack on The 
Pentagon, Lieutenant Colonel Brian Birdwell, who de¬ 
scribed his harrowing experience and miraculous sur¬ 
vival. Birdwell touched on the importance of selfless 
service and accepting life’s responsibilities. 

gressmlL L®nhardt’ Con- 
Edwards Cos*ello and 



Sale kids are no accident 
CO 

We call them accidents, but most childhood 
injuries can be predicted and prevented. Ev¬ 
ery year, more children are killed or disabled 

by accidents than by kidnapping, drugs and dis¬ 
ease combined. But the fact is, some basic safety 
steps can safeguard your child. Please read the 
suggestions below; our kids don’t need to learn 
everything from experience. 

If you haven’t already done so, be sure to in¬ 
stall childproof electric outlet plugs in all 
outlets within a child’s 
reach. 
Get your 
child into the 
habit of wear¬ 
ing a bike 
helmet when 
cycling. They 
may not think 
helmets are 
cool and you 
may think they 
cost too much, 
but a helmet 
can save a 
child from a se¬ 
rious head in¬ 
jury in a fall or 
collision. 
Cross the street hundreds of times with your 
children before letting them cross one alone. 

EH Always use safety belts and child safety 
seats. Be sure the seat is used properly. 
Since most accidents happen close to home, 
be sure everyone is buckled up, no matter 
how short the trip. 

FP Supervise children in and near water. Never 
leave a young child alone near water for any 
reason. It takes only an inch of water and a 
few moments for a child to drown. It could 
happen in a bathtub, kiddie pool, toilet or pail 
of water. 
Install smoke detectors and test them 
monthly. They should be placed outside all 
sleeping areas and on every level of your 

home. Teach your children about the detectors 
and let them help you with the tests so they 
will recognize the alarm. 

EZ Plan a fire escape route and practice it. Orga¬ 
nize two ways to get out of every room and 
agree on an outside meeting place. 
Store matches and lighters out of reach of 
young children. Teach them that matches and 
lighters are not toys and that children who 

play with them can be 
badly burned or can 

hurt others. 
FH Lower the 
hot water tem¬ 
perature to 120 
degrees F. Your 
clothes and dishes 
will get clean at 
this setting. Hot liq¬ 
uids, not fire, are 
the most common 
cause of burns to 
young children. 
■ Keep common 
household poisons 
and medicines out of 
sight and reach. Com¬ 

mon household items like medicines, 
plants, make-up and cleaning products ac¬ 
count for most home poisonings. 
Keep small objects out of reach. Infants 
and toddlers will put anything in their 
mouths. 
Install window guards and stairway safety 
gates to prevent falls. Screens were meant 
to keep bugs out, but they’re not strong 
enough to keep children in. 
Post emergency numbers next to your 

phone. Be sure they’re in sight and up to 
date. Teach your children how to get help 
by using the phone. 
Take a First Aid and CPR course. Check 
with your local hospital, fire department, 
Red Cross chapter, or YMCA for classes. 
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Is your crop dryer ready? 
Don’t wait ‘til you start harvesting to find out if your crop dryer is going to operate 

properly. Take a few minutes now and run through the following checklist. It may 
save you hours or even days of harvest delay. 
• Inspect all wiring and panels for worn insulation, loose connections and 

worn-out circuit breakers. Also, check to be sure grounding wires are 
properly connected and not broken. 

• Make sure all guards, shields and overcurrent devices are properly 
installed and secured. 

• Check for worn bearings, pulleys, gear boxes, belts, shafts, etc. Pay 
particular attention to excess play in motor bearings. Bad bearings can 
ruin a motor. 

• Lubricate all equipment before you start it. If you are not sure of where 
to lubricate or what type of lubrication to use, consult your equipment dealer. 

• Test it. Run through a complete drying cycle to see that all timers and switches operate properly. Let the motors 
run for several minutes to heat and distribute the new lubricant. Start the dryer at least twice to be sure the start¬ 
ing capacitors perform properly. 

• If you have added motors, it would be a good idea to check with the engineering dept, of Monroe County Elec¬ 
tric Co-Operative to make sure the electrical service is adequate to handle the additional load. 

Don’t forget to check over any fossil fuel-fired equipment used in conjunction with the dryer. 

What causes my lights to blink? 
“What causes my lights to blink?” is a very popular 

question in the electric utility business. Usually, blinking 
lights are a result of momentary outages that occur when 
some type of disturbance exists on the line. This could 
be a lightning strike, an automobile striking a pole or a 
squirrel or tree branch coming into contact with an ener¬ 
gized power line. 

Actually, when lights blink, it is an indication that the 
electric co-op’s equipment is operating properly. Blink¬ 
ing lights reflect the operation of equipment that protects 
the lines and keeps the power from going off for more 
than just a moment. The co-op’s distribution system in¬ 
cludes special devices called reclosures that operate 

whenever there is a short circuit on the line. If the short 
circuit is temporary, which is usually the case, the 
reclosure permits power to continue flowing through the 
line with only a brief interruption of service (meaning 
your lights blink). 

Without this device, every short circuit, temporary 
or otherwise, would cause the power to be off until the 
co-op could send a line crew to restore service. Usually, 
these reclosures will operate or trip three times before 
stopping the flow of electricity and causing a power out¬ 
age. This reclosure operation protects the lines from 
damage. 

Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If possibl 
determine if your neighbors have electricity. Then 
call Monroe County Electric Co-Operative. Please 
have your account number and location readily 

available so we may restore your service quickly. 

During and after office hours: 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 
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Guest editorial 
Glenn English 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

It’s back-to-school time across America. For par¬ 
ents, it’s a bittersweet reminder of the passage of 

time as we watch our children grow and become 
increasingly independent. It’s also a time when we 
think about their safety. 

Your electric cooperative shares that concern. 
That’s why so many are looking out for the safety 
of our children. With the beginning of every school 
year, thousands of co-op line workers are keeping 
an eye out for children on their way to or from 
school. Sometimes it means helping a disabled 
school bus. Frequently, it means using their mobile 
communications to report a problem or a suspi¬ 
cious occurrence in a neighborhood. And always it 
means being there to lend a hand, whatever the 
problem. 

Being committed to the community you serve 
means making the decision that service to the 
community involves more than just making sure 
your electric service is reliable. Even in these days 
when electric utilities are faced with competition 
that’s getting tougher every day, going the extra 
mile in consumer and community service is stan¬ 
dard operating procedure for an electric cooperative. 
Its has to be that way because electric coopera¬ 
tives are fundamentally different than for-profit elec¬ 
tric utilities. 

Every day now, we hear reports of other utility 
companies closing their local offices and moving 

(300)757-7433 

out of town in order to save money. When that hap¬ 
pens, their customers have to do business long dis¬ 
tance, frequently talking to people hundreds and 
sometimes thousands of miles away. Your local 
electric cooperative is different. Our first obligation 
is to our consumers. You can still stop by the local 
office and talk to someone you know about any part 
of your service. And when you call your electric co¬ 
operative, you’ll speak to someone close-by who 
knows your community and what’s happening in it. 

Being a local electric cooperative means doing 
business close to home. Because our consumers 
are also our owners, the cooperative gives first con¬ 
sideration to what’s in the consumer’s best inter¬ 
est. So, there will always be someone nearby you 
can talk to about any aspect of your electric ser¬ 
vice. 

At first glance, it may seem that there is little 
connection between school kids waiting for their 
bus and the line crew in the local co-op’s truck. But 
look again. Those line crews working on utility poles 
probably have kids waiting for their school bus 
alongside yours. Making sure all our children stay 
safe is part of what holds local communities to¬ 
gether and it’s part of the work your local electric 
cooperative takes pride in every day. 
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Trees and power lines 
Amove out to the country can be a great experience. It 

allows people to appreciate nature and gives them a 
chance to plant trees and/or cultivate a garden. 

We would like to remind all our members who have 
overhead lines on their properties to please not plant any 
trees under existing electric lines. The cooperative has 
easements that give us the right to maintain our lines by 
cutting anything that may interfere with your electric ser¬ 
vice or your neighbor’s service. Staying clear of an over¬ 
head line when planting presents a problem in the future 
of having to trim or cut that tree. 

If you have young trees already planted underneath 

our line, we suggest that you transplant them some¬ 
where else to avoid future cutting. 

We try to let the membership know in advance when 
we plan to be working in a certain area, but under certain 
situations such as an outage, or if we spot a problem 
while on the job that needs immediate attention, we may 
have to cut immediately with no notice to the member, in 
order to keep the lights on. 

If you have any questions about trees on your prop¬ 
erty or want to discuss special arrangements for cutting, 
please contact the tree trimming or operations depart¬ 
ment at the cooperative. 

Don’t lot your cooling system robyou this winter! 
Those window air conditioners may have helped you 

keep cool this past summer, but they can heat up your 
winter energy bills if you’re not careful. Before heating 
season begins, check all around the top, bottom and 
sides of the window unit to determine if warm air will 

leak from your house and if cold air will seep inside. Ask 
at your local hardware store about air conditioner covers 
and other easy, inexpensive ways to stop air leaks. 
Source: Today’s Homeowner Web site 

Summer’s over! The school year has either already begun or will soon. Now is the time to get back 
into the habit of looking more carefully when you’re driving. Kids are out and about 

more, and they’re not in the habit of being particularly watchful or careful. So, please 
be especially careful. 

ELECTRIC HEAT REBATES AVAILABLE FOR NEW HOME 
CONSTRUCTION OR REMODELING SYSTEM GT: 

$125 per ton of installed capacity and $350 rebate from Monroe County Electric Co-Op. Plus, 
free electric water heater with radio control. Install a geothermal heating and cooling system to 

qualify for above rebate. 
TOTAL ELECTRIC HEAT: 

$30 per KW of installed capacity and $350 rebate from Monroe County Electric Co-Op. Plus, free 
electric water heater with radio control. Qualifying electric heat systems must be a minimum of 5 

KW and include: electric furnace, air-to-air heat pump, baseboard, ceiling cable or any other electric heating sys¬ 
tem. These rebates are for Monroe County Co-Op members only. (The $350 rebate is for new construction only.) 

For information on these rebates call Member Services Dept. (618)939-7171 or (800) 757-7433. 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. P.O. Box 128 - Waterloo, Illinois 62298 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, PO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 
Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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Where should insulation he used in a building structure? In addition to insulating walls, ceilings and 
floors, you may find that insulation is required 
around the home’s slab and/or around unpro¬ 

tected air ducts. Neglecting these areas will increase 
energy usage. 

In a home that is built on a concrete slab at 
ground level without a crawl space or a basement, the 
slab will conduct heat away from the building. To re¬ 
duce the amount of heat loss, a homeowner can in¬ 
stall what is called perimeter insulation. 

The insulation should be installed either verti¬ 
cally around the perimeter of the slab or both verti¬ 
cally and horizontally from the top edge of the slab 
to its bottom and then also underneath it. Thermal 
resistance values recommended for a perimeter in¬ 
sulation range up to R-8. 

Homeowners also should install insulation 
around any heating and cooling air ducts that are 

How can energy loss from air 11 the winter, cold air enters a house and warm 
air escapes through cracks around windows 
and doors. In the summer, the process is re¬ 

versed. Air travels through cracks, an occurrence 
known as air infiltration, because of differences in 
temperatures and wind forces outside of 
the house. 

Air infiltration can increase significantly a 
home’s energy consumption for heating and cool¬ 
ing. Although it is difficult to estimate accurately 
how much energy is wasted because of air infiltra¬ 
tion, some people estimate that losses account for 
up to 30 to 40 percent of annual energy costs for 
heating and cooling. Air infiltration can be reduced, 
however, by using weatherstripping and caulking 
and by making sure doors fit properly. 

Weatherstripping is used to close cracks be¬ 
tween moving surfaces such as a window sash 
and its casing. To find leaks around windows and 
doors you can feel around the edges on a windy 
day or shine a flashlight at night along door and 
window edges while someone on the other side 
sees if light penetrates the opening. To determine 
whether a storm window fits properly, look for ice or 
condensation buildup. Condensation on the inside 
window means there is a leak in the outside win¬ 
dow; condensation on the outside window indicates 
a leak in the inside window. 

Weatherstripping should be installed on all 
doors between heated and unheated spaces includ¬ 
ing entrance doors, basement doors and attic ac¬ 
cess doors. To restore the effectiveness of spring 

located outside insulated, space-conditioned areas. 
As much ductwork as possible should be located 
within living areas. 

Passageways for ductwork are created by 
dropping the ceiling in central hallways and along 
the upper perimeter of interior walls under the insu¬ 
lated ceiling. These ducts do not need insulating 
because heating or cooling losses contribute to the 
comfort level in the living spaces. 

Ducts outside space-conditioned areas, how¬ 
ever, should be insulated to at least a value of R-7. 
Otherwise, as much as 20 percent of the energy 
used for heating could be wasted and the warm air 
supply temperature could drop. In summer, when 
cool air is running through the ductwork, lost cool¬ 
ing could cause condensation and possible water 
damage in humid attics. 

infiltration be reduced? 

metal or V-strip weatherstripping that may have flat¬ 
tened out over time, you can spring it out slightly 
with a screwdriver. 

Wires also should be checked to see if they fit 
properly. They should open and close with a slight 
resistance, without binding or gapping. It may be 
necessary to adjust the hinges, add small pieces of 
wood, or plane or sand the edges to get the proper 
fit. 

Caulking is used to seal two stationary sur¬ 
faces such as the seams around door and window 
frames. It should be applied wherever two different 
materials or parts of the house meet. Since caulking 
shrinks, cracks, and loosens over time, you should 
make an annual inspection to ensure that caulking 
is adequate in these areas: 

• in exterior joints, where window and door 
frames meet the siding, 

• where storm windows meet windows and 
window frames, 

• in corners formed by siding, 

• between porches and the main body of 
a house, 

• around exterior openings such as outside 
water faucets and electrical openings, 

• where windows are set into basement walls, 

• and where the fireplace chimney meets the sid¬ 
ing. 
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Look for the ILL Label 

With so many electri¬ 
cal wiring devices to 
choose from, how can you 

be assured that the items you buy 
provide years of safe, problem-free per¬ 
formance? 

When shopping for 
items such as light 

switches, dim¬ 
mers or surge 
protectors, the 
Leviton Insti¬ 
tute advises 

consumers to 
always look for 

the UL (Underwrit¬ 
ers Laboratory) 

mark. The UL mark indi¬ 
cates that an electrical product satisfies 
the safety requirements of one of the 
nation’s oldest and most trusted product 
testing organizations. 

The UL label is also your 
assurance that the 

manufacturer’s products are 
tested and re-tested often to ensure that 

safety standards don’t slip. UL inspectors 
are frequent visitors at most facilities that 
manufacture electrical components. 

As long as a product carries the UL list¬ 
ing, consumers can be assured that it has 
undergone a rigorous regimen of testing. 

Source: The Leviton Institute 
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Low long distance phone rates 
In 1999, your cooperative entered into an alliance 
with three other area electric cooperatives in order 

to provide additional services and value to the 
members of each participating cooperative. 

This alliance, known 
as Southern Services, 
LLC., has since 
added two more co¬ 
operatives to its 
membership, and 
collectively the six co¬ 
operative members of 
Southern Services are providing 
electric energy to more than 72,000 
homes, farms and businesses 
throughout Southern Illinois. 

In December of 2000, Southern 
Services began offering long dis¬ 
tance telephone service at reduced 
rates which are often just a frac¬ 
tion of the cost of major providers. 

The acceptance of this service has been some¬ 
what remarkable despite an initial glitch of “busy 
lines” caused by the rapid growth in the number of 
new customers being added. 

New equipment was installed to address that 

.9 cems 
in-state 

6.9 cents 
out-of-state 

problem and the Southern Services long distance 
telephone service has grown from zero accounts to 
11,000 accounts in just a few months, and it contin¬ 
ues to grow daily. 

A primary reason for the plan’s success is the 
number of “NOs” included in the formula. There are 
NO codes to dial, NO minimum fees, NO long-term 
agreements, and NO time of use restrictions. The 
rate for all long distance calls within Illinois is 4.9 
cents per minute. State-to-state calls are all 6.9 
cents per minute and all rates are the same 24 hours 
per day—7 days per week. 

The plan also includes the option of a personal 
toll-free number for NO additional fee, and incoming 
calls to that number are billed at the same 4.9 and 
6.9 cents per minute as noted above. This is a great 

plan for those members who have 
kids in college or family members liv¬ 
ing away from home. 

The Southern Services long dis¬ 
tance plan is available to both mem¬ 
bers and non-members, and 
elsewhere in this issue of the Illinois 
Country Living magazine, you will find 

a postage-paid reply card 
that will enable you to 

sign up for this ser¬ 
vice and begin en- 

; joying a substantial 
savings on your long 
distance telephone 

bill; or call toll-free at 
(866) 266-7531 for more 

information. 
See you next month, and as always, “We’ll keep 

the lights on for you!” 
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Start winterizing your home now 

Even though we may have a few more relatively warm 
fall days ahead of us, now is the best time to start 

planning for the cold winds of November and the subse¬ 
quent southern Illinois winter weather. Since many of us 
haven’t used our furnaces since, oh, perhaps last April, 
this may be the best place to start. 

■ HEATING SYSTEMS AND HUMIDIFIERS 
If you have a humidifier attached to your furnace, it 

should be cleaned and chlorinated. Replace filters, mak¬ 
ing sure the water is turned on and the drain is clear. 
Make sure the humidifier is not leaking into the furnace. 

Check all furnace filters to make sure they are clean. 
If not, either clean them or replace them. In some sys¬ 
tems, filters should be replaced on a monthly basis dur¬ 
ing the regular heating period. Check your owner’s 
manual for recommended replacement time and other 
maintenance requirements. 

If you have a wood-burning stove, check all 
ductwork for possible leaks. Do not vent a wood-burn¬ 
ing stove or fireplace in the same flue as a gas, oil 
burner or space heater. Check fireplace chimney for ob¬ 
structions or creosote buildup and clean it at least once a 
year. Leave the damper slightly open at all times if you 
have a gas log or gas starter. 

■ PLUMBING AND WATER HEATERS 
Locate your main water shut-off valves and know 

how to use them. 
Turn off any water lines going to outside faucets 

and drain the pipes to prevent winter freeze up. 
Insulate water lines in your basement or outer walls 

exposed to cold drafts; however, do not use heat tapes 
in hard-to-reach areas. 

Install a temperature pressure relief valve and metal 
overflow line on your electric water heater. Consider in¬ 
sulating your water heater to prevent unwanted heat loss. 

■ SNOW BIRDS 
If you plan on taking an extended vacation over a pe¬ 

riod of months, consider draining your entire water system 
and shutting the water off to your home until you return. 

Unplug any large appliances not in use: range, washer, 
dryer, refrigerator (if empty and defrosted, leave door ajar), 
television, etc. 

Set your thermostat at a minimum of 45 degrees to 
prevent freeze up. 

Ask a friend or neighbor to periodically check your 
home in case of some unforeseen emergency. 

By reviewing your winterization needs now, you’ll be 
ready later—as Old Man Winter is knocking on your door. 

Incentive rates begin with October electric usage 
embers using electric heat or a geothermal 
heating system in their home, will find that their 

bills for the next several months will be calculated 
in a different manner. Beginning with the December 
1st bill (reflecting usage in October) the all-electric 
heat rate 16 goes into effect and continues through 
the July 1st bill (which reflects May’s usage). 

As a reminder for those members with all-elec¬ 
tric homes on rate 16, kilowatt-hours used more 

than 1,200 during the above period will be billed at 
5 cents per kilowatt-hour. For members on our old 
sub-metered rate 14, the kilowatt-hours used on 
their sub-meter during this same period are billed at 
5 cents per kilowatt-hour. 

If you have an all-electric home and are not cur¬ 
rently enrolled in an incentive rate, please contact 
the cooperative office to find out details and re¬ 
quirements. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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dmmiimz 
ctober is national cooperative month. It’s a time to celebrate the accomplishments of 

cooperatives and to educate the public about the advantages cooperatives offer. 

More than 34 million people in the United States receive their electricity from a cooperative. 

That’s more than one in 10 Americans. And chances are, all Americans receive some product or 

service through the 47,000 plus cooperatives that exist in America. Products such as Land 

O’Lakes, Ocean Spray and Sunkist are all made by cooperatives. Businesses such as Ace Hardware 

and True Value are cooperatively owned and operated. 

But what is a cooperative? It’s a member-owned, democratically controlled enterprise, created 

and used by its member-owners to provide goods and services. That means member-owners have a 

say in how the cooperative is run and receive the benefits of it. With other businesses, sharehold¬ 

ers receive all the capital gain at the expense of the people who use the products or services. But 

electric cooperatives give back this gain in the form of capital credits to the members themselves. 

More than 120 million people across America are forming cooperative businesses to find solutions 

to their community’s needs. They have realized that cooperatives give consumers more choices, 

cost savings and less risks. Cooperatives are guided by a set of seven principles. 

11
ST PRINCIPLE: VOLUNTARY AND 
OPEN MEMBERSHIP 
Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, 

open to all persons able to use their services and 
willing to accept the responsibilities of member¬ 
ship. 

12
ND PRINCIPLE: DEMOCRATIC 
MEMBER CONTROL 
Cooperatives are democratic organizations 

controlled by their members, who actively partici¬ 
pate in setting their policies and making decisions. 
Men and women serving as elected representa¬ 
tives are accountable to the membership. 

13
RD

 PRINCIPLE: MEMBERS’ 

ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION 
Members contribute equally to, and demo¬ 

cratically control, the capital of their cooperative. 
At least part of that capital is usually the common 
property of the cooperative. They usually receive 
limited compensation, if any, on capital sub¬ 
scribed as a condition of membership. 

14
TH

 PRINCIPLE: AUTONOMY AND 

INDEPENDENCE 

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help orga¬ 
nizations controlled by their members. If they 
enter into agreements with other organizations, 
including governments, or raise capital from ex¬ 

ternal sources, they do so on terms that ensure 
democratic control by their members and main¬ 
tain their cooperative autonomy. 

15
TH

 PRINCIPLE: EDUCATION, 

TRAINING, AND INFORMATION 
Cooperatives provide education and training 

for their members, elected representatives, man¬ 
agers and employees so they can contribute effec¬ 
tively to the development of their cooperatives. 

I 6
TH

 PRINCIPLE: COOPERATION 

■ AMONG COOPERATIVES 

Cooperatives serve their members most effec¬ 
tively and strengthen the cooperative movement 
by working together through local, national, re¬ 
gional and international structures. 

17
TH

 PRINCIPLE: CONCERN FOR THE 

COMMUNITY 

While focusing on member needs, coopera¬ 
tives work for community development through 
policies accepted by their members. 

Keep these principles in mind as you think 
about the cooperatives that help make your life a 
little better. To find out more about electric co-ops 
visit www.aiec.org or www.nreca.org. 
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^ Clear your yard of objects difficult to see in the dark, 

y Secure your pets. They may be frightened by the “monsters” that invade your yard. 

Q Light jack-o-lanterns with battery powered candles so costumes won’t catch fire. 

Q Drive slowly. Children often dart between parked cars and may be wearing dark colored costumes, 

g Make sure your children’s costumes are flame resistant and decorate them with reflective tape, 

f Make sure costumes fit properly and children can see well through masks. 

Q Remind children to only go up to houses with porch lights on. 

g Never allow your children to eat unwrapped candy. 

These suggestions should help you and your little wizards and skeletons have a safe Halloween. 
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Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Alan W. Wattles 

A series of local member meetings have been sched¬ 
uled for four locations in the cooperative service 

territory during November. These meetings will give you 
an opportunity to learn about your cooperative and visit 
with cooperative personnel, friends and neighbors. 

At the area meetings we will bring you up to date on 
cooperative activities and operations. We will set aside a 
few minutes to answer questions you may have con¬ 
cerning your cooperative. 

Each member or family member attending these 
meetings will receive a year 2003 Saturday Evening 
Post Appointment Calendar. Five $10 credits on electric 
bills will be awarded as attendance prizes in a drawing 
at the conclusion of each meeting. Refreshments and a 
fellowship period will close the event. 

A post card will be mailed to each member an¬ 
nouncing the meeting in their area. If you can not attend 
the meeting in your area, please feel free to attend one 
of the other scheduled meetings listed below: 

2002 Area Meetings - Dates 
and Locations 

(All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.) 

Wednesday, November 13 
Meeker Community Center 

Thursday, November 14 
Eschy’s - Maeystown 

Wednesday, November 20 
New cooperative office 

Thursday, November 21 
Millstadt VFW 

MONROECOUNTY 

ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(61 A) 939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

(£00)757-7433 

Verizon Wireless day set 

for Nov. 22nd 
A Verizon Wireless representative will be at your co¬ 

operative office on Friday, November 22nd from 
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. The representative will be 
here to answer your questions and will have several 
models of phones on hand that members can look at. If 
you’re not able to be here at that time and would like to 
talk to the representative, you can call our office either 
before or during those hours and the representative will 
call you back. Through Verizon Wireless, your coopera¬ 
tive is able to offer members several very competitive 
rate plans for cell phones. 

On Verizon Day, the representative will draw for one 
new activation to receive a bonus 250 free anytime 
minutes! Members can receive a $25 credit when 
someone they refer to Verizon purchases a new line of 
service. 

Office closing 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative’s 

office will be closed Monday, 
Nov. 11, in observance of 
Veterans Day; and Thursday 
and Friday, Nov 28 and 29, 
in observance of 
Thanksgiving. 

. 
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Source: Brainerd Public Utilities (www.bpu.org) 
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itchen and bathroom 

ventilating fans are great to 

have - but during cold weather, they can 

suck a lot of heated air out of your 

house. In fact, in just one hour, a good 

vent fan can empty an entire house of its 

heated air, forcing the furnace to work a 

lot harder. 

So when you’re cooking or shower¬ 

ing, use the fan only for as long as it’s 

needed. A bit of extra moisture in the air 

during the cold months can be beneficial 

and you won’t lose your heat out the 

vent. 



The stars and stripes of the 
American flag hold a place 
of pride in the hearts of Ameri¬ 

cans. We hold dear our flag as the 
symbol of our nation’s continuing 
struggle for freedom. Our flag has 
seen its share of bloodshed, victo¬ 
ries and defeats as it has stood 
proudly beside our soldiers during 
wars. Those soldiers have helped to 
preserve our flag and what it repre¬ 
sents. Honor our nation’s veterans 
on November 11th by celebrating 
Veteran’s Day. And honor our flag by 
learning how to properly display and 
care for this symbol of America. 

• Display from sunrise to sunset, 
never allowing darkness to fall 
while the flag is raised. The flag 
may be displayed 24-hours a day 
if it is illuminated at night. 

• Do not display during rain, sleet, 
snow or other inclement weather 
unless using an all-weather flag. 

• Never allow the flag to touch any¬ 
thing below it. 

• Do not store the flag where it can 
get dirty. 

• Do not mark on or personalize the 
flag in any way. 

• Allow the flag to fall freely. 

• Hoist the flag quickly and lower it 
ceremoniously, never allowing it to 
touch the ground. 

*FI]ring at half mast: 
When flying the flag at half-mast, 
raise it first to the top and then 
lower to half-mast (half way be¬ 
tween the top and bottom of the 
mast). When lowering the flag, first 
raise it momentarily to the top and 
then lower. On Memorial Day, the 
flag should be flown at half-staff 
until noon. The President of the United 
States may designate other days the 
flag should be displayed at half-mast. 

^Frilling the flag: 
First fold the flag in half width-wise 
twice. Starting at the striped end, 
fold one corner over to make a tri¬ 
angle. Fold this triangle over and re¬ 
peat until only the stars are showing. 

Then tuck the last piece inside the 
folds. A properly folded flag is a tri¬ 
angle showing the blue stars. For a 
demonstration of folding the flag prop¬ 
erly, visit the Web site 
www.americanflags.com 

Never throw a flag away! When the 
flag is so worn it is no longer a fit¬ 
ting symbol to be displayed, destroy 
it in a dignified manner, preferably 
by burning the flag and burying the 
ashes. Many American Legion and 
VFW Chapters conduct flag burning 
ceremonies, often on Flag Day, June 
14th. Contact your local chapter 
about this ceremony. 

For more information on proper flag 
etiquette, visit www.vfw.org. You 
can also request a free copy of the 
VFW’s “Our Flag” brochure by send¬ 
ing a self-addressed, stamped enve¬ 
lope to: Flag Brochure, VFW 
Citizenship Education Dept, VFW 
National Headquarters, 406 W. 34ttl 

St, Kansas, MO. 64111. 
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Students encouraged to apply for 2003IEC Memorial 

Scholarships 
Alan W. Wattles, President/CEO of Monroe County 

Electric Cooperative, has announced that for the 
eighth consecutive year the Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives will award four $1,000 academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. The four 
scholarships are being awarded through 
the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of 
Illinois are eligible to participate in the 
program. Three of the four scholarships 
will be awarded to the child of an electric co¬ 
operative member. The other $1,000 award will 
go to the child of an electric cooperative director or 
employee. Deadline for applications to be returned to 
the cooperative is Jan. 1, 2003. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to as¬ 
sist electric cooperative youth while honoring past rural 
electric leaders through memorial gifts,” said Wattles. 

“MCEC and the other Illinois electric cooperatives want 
to make a difference in their comunities. One of the best 

ways we can do that is by lending a hand to our 
youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of 
grade point average, college entrance 

exam scores, work and volunteer expe¬ 
rience, school and civic activities, 
and a short essay that demonstrates 

their knowledge of electric coopera¬ 
tives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship pro¬ 
gram was established in 1994 by the board of 

directors of the Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives. Individuals wanting to apply for the schol¬ 

arship should contact their high school guidance 
counselor. For further information on the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Program, contact Monroe County Electric at 
(618) 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 and ask for Allan 
Masterson, or ask your high school guidance counselor. 

If you depend on life-support equipment, 

we need to know. 
While Monroe County Electric Cooperative strives to 

maintain the best possible service with a minimum 
of service interruptions, occasional outages (either 
planned or uncontrolled), will occur from time to time. 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative needs to know 
the names and location of cooperative members who 
depend on life-support equipment. We keep a registry of 
members on life support equipment, and it is important 

this information be current and accurate. We will make 
every effort to give priority to restore service to mem¬ 
bers on life-support systems or contact them letting 
them know when extended outages may occur. 

If you or a member of your family depends on life- 
support equipment, please contact us at (618) 939- 
7171 or (800) 757-7433. 

New credit card billing available 
Ask us about our new and easy 
way to pay your electric bill. 

Your electric cooperative has started a new credit 
card billing plan that accepts two major credit 

cards; Mastercard and Visa. Credit cards can be 
brought by the office for bill processing or can be 
called in over the phone. Meter readings are still 
required at the time of payment. 

BBj 

i 
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MONROECOUNTY 
ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
(618) 939-7171 
(800) 757-7433 

Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

C9 

from tfxe directors and employees 
of Monroe County Electric 

DIRECTORS: 
Walter Amann Joel Harres Richard Liefer 
Terry Grommet Manlee Knobloch Ross Mueller 
Larry Haas Larry Kraft George Obernagel 

EMPLOYEES: 
Alan Wattles, President/CEO 

Debra Bergman 
Ronald Birkner 
Stephen Candler 
Chris Deterding 
Steven Drennan 
Randy Ellner 

Gary Gilbert 
Robert Gross 
Mary Hirsch 
Patsy Hoffmann 
Matthew Kish 
Maurice Kleyer 
Allan Masterson 

Cindy Myrick 
Ronald Rusteberg 
Ronald Schultheis 
Judith Scowden 
Shawn Segobiano 
Arlin Stechmesser 
David Stephens 

GXB Z&GmUtfm Ho will 
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What is hypothermia? It’s the dangerous 
loss of heat from a person’s body! 

Hypothermia occurs when exposure to cold 
causes a person’s body to lose heat faster than 
it can be replaced. The result is a dangerous 
drop in a person’s internal body temperature... 
and a serious medical condition that everyone 
should know how to recognize, and prevent. 

The causes of hypothermia are: 
• Extreme cold 
• Prolonged exposure to MILD COLD 

(30 - 65 degrees F.) 
• Immersion in cold water 
• Wind chill 
• Wetness 

Factors that increase the risk of hypothermia 
are illness (especially those affecting the 
circulatory system), old age or infancy, fatigue, 
alcohol, inadequate clothing, wetness 
and medications. 

Hypothermia can even happen indoors at 
low temperatures. Hypothermia can be fatal 
if not detected and treated early. The signs 
of hypothermia aren’t obvious ... unless you 
know how to recognize them. 

The first signs of hypothermia may include 
shivering, it’s the body’s natural attempt to 
keep warm. BUT SOME PEOPLE MAY NOT 
SHIVER. Another sign is difficulty performing 
certain tasks, such as zipping up clothing, 
lighting a match or tying a knot. 

Acute hypothermia is a medical 
emergency. Symptoms may include slurred 
speech, stumbling, confused thinking, 
shivering that may lessen and stop, weakness 
and fatigue, drowsiness, weak pulse and 
shallow breathing. If you see any of these 
symptoms, get medical help immediately. 
Do so even if the person insists he or she is 
comfortable ... many hypothermia victims are 
not aware they’re cold. 

First aid measures should be followed 
until medical care arrives. Get the victim to a 
warm shelter and keep them warm, covering 
the person with warm blankets. If you must 
stay outdoors, wrap the victim’s head and 
protect the person from the elements. 

If clothing is wet, get the wet clothes off 
and provide warm, dry clothing. Do not try 
to re-warm the victim by a warm water bath, 
leave this up to medical personnel. Do not 
rub or massage the victim’s skin. If the victim 
becomes unconscious, place the victim on his 
or her side and be prepared to give artificial 
respiration if he or she stops breathing 
regularly. 

What can you do to prevent yourself from 
becoming a hypothermia victim? 

1. Keep your home warm. If you can’t afford 
sufficient heat, check with state or local 
community service agencies for fuel and 
weatherization assistance. Have your home 
heating system checked yearly. Stay in 
the warmest part of the house, in a sunny 
location if possible. Close offbeat to unused 
rooms in winter, except if you have a central 
heating system. In that case, you defeat 
the circulation design of the system. Keep a 
thermometer in your bedroom, so you can 
check the temperature of the room. 

2. Keep in touch with others. Have friends, 
neighbors or relatives check on you daily to 
be sure you’re all right. 

Take care of your health. Eat nutritious, 
high-energy foods. Have at least one 
hot meal per day. Exercise regularly to 
stimulate heat production in the muscles. 
Walking is a great exercise. Check on your 
medication to see if anything you’re taking 
can make you more vulnerable to cold. If 
they do, take extra precautions. 

And finally, dress warmly. Wear a cap or 
hat. Your head is a major source of heat 
loss. Dress in several layers of warm but not 
tight-fitting clothing. Use a lap blanket when 
sitting for a long time. Wear warm shoes and 
socks. Put plenty of blankets on your bed 
and wear socks and a nightcap to bed. 

Protect yourself and others from hypothermia. 
BE AWARE of the dangers of hypothermia. 
TAKE PRECAUTIONS to avoid overexposure 
to cold. 
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Your 

is here for vwi. 

Electric cooperatives were created to serve rural residents when no one 

else would. And we will continue to provide you with electricity and other 

services that improve your quality of life. When you look around and see 

things changing, remember one thing that will never change is the quality 

of service you receive from your electric cooperative. 
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Rate change approved for 2003 
At the end of 2001, we announced a one year rate re¬ 

duction for most members on a residential electric 

rate. We passed that reduction along for 2002 in the 

form of a WPCA (Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment) for 

some members and an actual rate reduction for others, 

depending on which rate the member was on. We also 

announced that there would be a reduction in 2003, but 

did not know how much that reduction would amount to. 

Following a lengthy cost of service study by the 

engineering department of the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives, your board of directors has ap¬ 

proved rate changes across the board for most of our 

electric rates. A majority of the changes should result in 

an overall decrease in electric charges for most of the 

membership over the year 2000 and before, but may see 

a slight increase over last year. All members currently 

on the city of Waterloo’s electric rate will still pay the 

same rate as the city of Waterloo residents. 

To summarize these changes, any member that was 

on a rate with 10.7 cents per kilowatt hour for their first 

block of kilowatts will see a major reduction down to 

8.83 cents per kilowatthour, or a 17.5 percent drop. The 

following rates affected by these changes are rates 1, 2, 

and 5. 
Sub-metered accounts on rates 9 and 14 will see 

this reduction on the master meter. There will be a slight 

increase from 3.4 cents to 3.5 cents per kilowatt hour 

on the sub-meters. 

Members on electric heat rate 16 will see their first 

block go down to 8.83 cents also. If you’re not sure 

what rate you’re on, you can find it on your electric bill 

or call our office and we will look it up. 

Because of increasing costs (labor, materials, 

line equipment, etc.) to provide basic electric service 

to members, the facility charge will change to $19.00/ 
month. 

Additional facility charge changes will be on: 

Rate 2 - $33.00/month 

Rate 5 - $20.00/month 

Rate 9 - $4.00/month for submeter 

Rate 14 - $4.00/month for submeter 

On our 3-phase rate 3, the demand charge will 

change to $9.45/kw. Energy charges in the first block 

will decrease to 4.6 cents/kwh. The second block will 

remain at 4.0 cents/kwh. 

Changes on our interruptible rate 4: 
No change in facility charges. 

Demand charge increases to $4.50/kw. 
Power demand charge increases to $9.45/kw. (Non-in- 

terrupted demand charges) 

No change in the kilowatt charges. 

These new rate changes will take effect beginning 

with your March 1st bill for 2003, which will reflect elec¬ 

tric usage for January. 

If you have any questions about these rate changes, 

please call our office at 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433. 

here’s still time to apply for the $1,000 IEC scholarships. 

Four will be given away this year, with three being given to the 

son or daughter of an Illinois electric cooperative member, and the other 

going to the daughter or son of a cooperative employee or director. The 

deadline for entries is Jan. 1,2003. See your school counselor or call Allan at 

(618) 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 for further details. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
6132 State Rt. 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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