


Getting the 
lights back on 

Do you have 
critical needs? 

When the cooperative experiences multiple power outages, 
it’s our goal to restore service to the greatest number of 
customers in the shortest amount of time. Your coopera¬ 

tive begins at the power source and works out to the individual 
services along the system. Dangerous problems such as downed 
power lines are attended to as soon as possible. 

The following are service restoration priority procedures: 
1. Transmission lines: These are high voltage lines 
that move bulk electricity from a generating plant to 
a substation or between substations. 
2. Substations: Substations are electrical facilities 
that contain equipment for switching or regulating 
the voltage of electricity. These lower the amount of 
electrical voltage from transmission lines so that the 
electricity can be transmitted through distribution 
lines. 
3. Main distribution lines: These are the 7,200- 
volt lines that you see along roadways. 
4. Tap lines: Tap lines are electric feeder lines with 
limited capacity that run from a main distribution 

line and service small numbers of customers. 
Individual service: This is the line that runs from the trans¬ 
former pole to the customer's electric meter. 
Electric utility facilities are constructed with protective devices 

such as fuses and circuit breakers. These confine the outage to 
specific areas, limiting the number of customers affected by the 
power interruption. 

For example, if a tree falls on a tap line, only that line would be 
without service. Other customers served from the main distribu¬ 
tion line would still have service, although their lights may blink 
momentarily. 

If you have questions about how your electrical service is re¬ 
stored after a storm or other outage, please call your co-op. Re¬ 
member: You are a member-owner! Please inform us if any members of your household are on 

life-support equipment that relies on electrical service from 
McDonough Power Cooperative. In the event of a power out¬ 

age, you can be assigned a high priority for restoration of service 
by calling McDonough Power and advising us that you are on this 
“critical needs” list. Because some interruptions in service are un¬ 
avoidable, we urge you to make necessary arrangements for auxil¬ 
iary power for any vital life-support equipment. 5333C1-258C 

5. 

2 SPECIAL PACKAGES 
Fire Package Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 2 - Door Sensors 
$149.00 plus tax installed 1 - Motion Sensor 

$149.00 plus tax Installed 

All equipment is 
wireless and made in 

the U.S.A. 
Just 3 cents per hour protects 
your loved ones. (Based on a 
quarterly payment of $62.52 - 
36-month contract required) 

ALERT SECURITY 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

CallTom Wright toll free at (ill) 502-5378 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

ALERT SECURITY 
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^m.Jrou can make the most of your energy dollars in a few simple, 
inexpensive ways. 

• MAdd moisture to dry winter air with a humidifier. You’ll feel more 
comfortable when the temperature drops. 

• Cover fireplace openings with a screen or glass door. Open fire¬ 
places allow heat to rise up the chimney and cold air is drawn 
into your home to replace it. 

• Make sure kitchen and bathroom exhaust fans are used only 
when truly needed. They can be escape routes for indoor heat. 

• Clean or replace your dirty filters in your heating system regu¬ 
larly. Dirty filters cause your heating system to work harder 
and use more energy. If you choose, you can spread your year’s electricity bills evenly 

throughout all 12 months. This helps you avoid the higher-than- 
average monthly bills that often come with cold weather. It also 

makes it easier for you to budget your money because you know 
exactly what your monthly McDonough Power bill will be. 

This service is called Budget Billing. Here’s how it works: 
First, we estimate the total cost of the electric energy you use in 

a year. Next, we divide that total into 12 equal monthly payments - 
and you know exactly what your bill will be each month. 

The “catch-up” month is June. Any balance is due at this time 
and your budget is refigured for the next 12 months. 9111A6-466C 

If your trees are growing into power lines and it appears the 
trees must be cut, please call us. McDonough Power will help 
make sure that removal is accomplished safely without endan¬ 

gering you or interfering with your electric service. McDonough 
Power is responsible for maintaining proper clearance for power 
line rights-of-way, and we’re proud to honor that responsibility. 

We also can help with advice on planting trees in your yard. 
We’ll help you keep in mind that trees grow down as well as up. 
So we’ll check for underground wires in addition to the overhead 
clearances you’ll need for your trees. 

To find the location of buried cables, call us at (309) 833- 
2101. 331A7B-540A 

Do your 
heating costs 
go up when the 
temperatures 
go down? 

You can use 
Budget Billing 

Well help with 
trees near 
power lines 

CRINC 

Complete LP gas sales & service 

Trained personnel on call 24 hours 

Budget billing 

Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs 

Complete line of water heaters 

Forklift cylinder delivery service 

Complete LP gas distribution systems 

Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at; 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3103 or (217) 743-5215 or (309) 833-2101 or 
(800) 635-2085 (800) 213-1402 (800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
JANUARY 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 





2002 
“Youth to 

Washington” 
Tour 

Is your 
standby 

generator 
ready for 

an outage? 
DIRECTORS 

Jerry Riggins, Chairman 
Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

Ail Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy’Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Does your high school junior or senior have an interest in 
government and American history? Every June, the electric 
and telephone cooperatives in Illinois sponsor a group of 

young people to Washington, D.C. on the “Youth to Washington” 
program. During a full week in the nation’s Capital, 
these students get an up-close look at democracy 
in action and get to meet with their downstate 
Illinois members of Congress. 

McDonough Power Cooperative has 
made the tour available to two high 
school junior and senior students. If 
your son or daughter has an interest 
in government and would like more 
information on the tour, please 
your school’s guidance counselor 
soon as possible. Even with our extensive efforts to keep the lights on, an occa¬ 

sional outage will occur, and some members have installed a 
standby generator to keep critical loads going until service 

is restored. 542WPE1-270A 
However, if you have or are considering purchasing a standby 

generator, remember that it’s vital to follow proper procedures. If 
used incorrectly, a standby generator can cause serious harm or even 
death. Here are some important things to know. 

Generators can provide 120/240-volt power to a home or farm. 
However, if a generator is not properly connected to the electric sys¬ 
tem, the “backfeed” will result in an output of 7,200 volts on the 
distribution line - which a lineman may assume is dead. As a result, 
a line crew working on the system would be put in danger. 

For everyone’s sake - yours, the co-op and our crews - genera¬ 
tors need to be isolated from the co-op’s power lines. This means you 
should install a double-throw switch to separate your generator from 
the co-op’s system. Or, you can connect appliances or other devices 
directly to the generator with appropriate-size cords. 

If you have a generator that hasn’t been run recently, get it out and 
try it! If it’s powered by a tractor PTO, make sure it’s accessible, not 
buried behind every piece of equipment in your shed. Make sure all 
power connection cords are in place and in good condition. Operate 
the generator to make sure it’s working properly! 

For self-powered generators, make sure you have fresh fuel and a 
charged starting battery. Run the engine under load at least once a 
month. Clean out any animal nests on the equipment, and provide 
for adequate air supply and ventilation of the exhaust. Always follow 
the manufacturer’s recommendations on how to use your generator. 
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It pays to 
pay on 

time! 

Did you know that about fourteen percent of our consumers 
waste money when they pay their electric bills? That’s about 
675 members! All of these folks could save money and 

trouble if they would take one simple step: pay their electric bills 
on time. 

Our due date is the 17th of each month. After the 17th, a late 
payment penalty is added to the amount due. For example, an 
electric bill for 1,000 kWh is $111.70. The late payment penalty 
on this amount is $5.43. The penalties really add up over several 
months! 11215C2A-1066B 

There are people who waste even more money. These folks fail 
to pay their bills prior to the disconnection dates listed on the 
delinquent notices we mail out around the 18th of each month. 
When we do not receive payment by the 25th, we send a service¬ 
man to collect the bill or disconnect the service. There is a $30 
service charge each time we send a serviceman on a “collect or 
disconnect” trip. 

Unfortunately, there are even a few folks who are disconnected 
for non-payment. They must pay a reconnect fee in addition to late 
payment penalties and trip charges in order to have service re¬ 
stored. Reconnect fees range from $30 during regular business 
hours to $90 for a reconnection after 5:00 p.m. This is the biggest 
waste of all! 

Also, if your electric service is disconnected, you may be re¬ 
quired to pay an additional security deposit prior to the service 
being reconnected. 

We realize that circumstances can arise causing bill-paying 
problems for members who normally pay on time. If you unex¬ 
pectedly find that you have a problem paying your bill, please call 
our billing department as soon as possible. We’ll try to work some¬ 
thing out. (A previous good payment record will help). Don’t wait 
until the serviceman is on his way to “collect or disconnect” before 
you call. You could then be faced with a $30 trip charge. 

If we could get all of our members to pay on time, we could 
save everyone some money! It pays to pay on time! 

Rover may 
not always 

be man’s 
best friend 

Your dog may be a pro at keeping prowlers and other un¬ 
known people away from your home and property, but Rover 
may also be keeping out McDonough Power personnel who 

need access to your yard to do their job. They have no way of know¬ 
ing whether a barking dog is just being playful or preparing to 
attack. 319B1-1118C 

We ask that you help make our crews’ jobs easier by 
keeping tabs on your pet. It would be a big help to 
calm a nervous dog when you see our crew com¬ 
ing up your driveway. We have some gracious 
members who voluntarily tie up their ani¬ 
mals when McDonough Power person¬ 
nel are expected. For that act of 
kindness, we thank you. We ask that 
animals are never tied to an electric 
pole, especially the meter pole. 

McDonough Power linemen 
need to inspect your meter or wires 
periodically to make sure they are 
working properly. 
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Did you know that if you leave 
your waterbed unmade, not 
only does it look messy, it also 

uses more energy? The heater in an 
unmade waterbed consumes 30 
percent more electricity than one 
in a made-up bed. So 
make that bed up in the 
morning. You’ll sleep bet¬ 
ter at night, knowing 
you’re saving energy! 

Another 
good 
reason to 
make your 
bed! 

November 
Kevin Bacon & Larae Watkins 
Julie Byers Barrientos 
Jared Cale 
Ralph Carnes 
Central Stone Company 
Sharyn Cunningham 
Jay Decker 
Shellie Lorenzen 
Darwin McClure 
David & Rosemary Pearcy 

Mike Sargeant 
Jeff Schatterman 
Michael & Donna Sproston 
Teresa Steele 
Stephen & Lavonn Straub 
Kim Turner 
Bryan & Megan Vaughn 
Everett & Marilyn Ward 
James Wheeler 
Brian Witt 

Welcome 
New 
Members! 

(N 
CO 

™ very month we will be printing four member’s map 
■■■location numbers in this newsletter. If you find 
^^■your map location number, call the McDonough Power of¬ 

fice by the 25th of the month, tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10 credit on your electric bill. Keep on reading the Watts New. 

Map location 
contest 

MPC ENERGY, INC. 
• Complete LP gas sales & service • Complete line of water heaters 

• Trained personnel on call 24 hours • Forklift cylinder delivery service 

• Budget billing • Complete LP gas distribution systems 

• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs • Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3103 or (217) 743-5215 or (309) 833-2101 or 

(800) 635-2085 (800) 213-1402 (800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
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Not enough 
cooks? 

Too many cooks may spoil the broth, but one cook who’s not 
paying attention can do a lot more damage! A national study 
revealed that 73 percent of more than 2,000 residential cook¬ 

ing fires began when the cook left the kitchen. In some cases, the 
cook left the house entirely, or even went to sleep. In addition, the 
study showed that many cooks who tried to put out a stove fire did 
it incorrectly and made the situation worse. 

To be safe when you’re cooking: 

• Stay close to the kitchen, especially if you have something cook¬ 
ing on the range top, which is where most cooking fires start. 

• If you have to leave the kitchen, even for a few minutes, set a 
timer or take along a potholder, spoon or other item to remind 
you that you have something on the stove. 

• Don’t cook if you’re very tired, sleepy, or taking medication 
that can make you drowsy. 7117C7-860C 

• Make sure you have an appropriate fire extinguisher in the 
kitchen and that it’s in working order. 

• Don’t leave potholders, paper towels or other items that can 
catch fire easily near the range top. And watch your own cloth¬ 
ing! A loose sleeve can easily brush a burner and catch fire. 

• Turn pot handles toward the inside of the range to prevent a 
child from pulling the pot off the stove, or yourself from acci¬ 
dentally knocking it off. Such accidents may not cause fires, 
but they can result in serious burns. 

• Never leave a burner or oven on when you’re through cook¬ 
ing. Double-check that all burners and ovens are turned off. 
An open burner without a pan on it is very dangerous! 

• If a fire does break out, DO NOT use water or flour to try to 
put the fire out. Water can simply spread a grease fire, and 
flour adds fuel to the flame. The best choice is a fire extin¬ 
guisher; the next best option is baking soda. 

• If your oven catches fire, don’t open the door! You’ll just add 
oxygen, which feeds the fire. Turn off the oven and keep the 
door closed. This is another good reason for having an oven 
with a window in the door. 

• If a range-top pan catches fire, slide the proper pot lid on to 
the pan to extinguish the flame. 

• If you’re at all unsure of your ability to put out a cooking fire, 
don’t try! Get everyone out of the house and call the fire de¬ 
partment immediately. 

Source: Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Whole 
home 

power 
protection - 

the home 
guard 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Every day destructive electrical spikes and surges - caused by 
lightning or industrial and construction accidents involving 
utility poles - pass through the electrical lines and into your 

home. Once inside, these high-voltage spikes can cause damage to 
electronics found in many household products like home enter¬ 
tainment centers, cordless telephones, microwave ovens, and 
more... Anything plugged into an electrical outlet is susceptible to 
damage! 

Stopping high-voltage spikes 
The Home Guard Defender Plus, designed in cooperation with 

utility personnel for use by utility members, offers a comprehen¬ 
sive two-part system of power protection for your home appliances 
and electronic devices. 

First, the Home Guard Defender Plus protection begins out¬ 
side the home with a service entrance unit installed by utility 
personnel. This primary device has been specifically engineered to 
prevent catastrophic high-voltage spikes from entering your home, 
even while you’re away! 

Second, for your more sensitive electronic equipment, special 
plug-in protectors are included for use on PC’s, entertainment 
centers, garage door openers, microwave ovens, cordless telephones 
and more. 

Warranty 
The package warranty is simple! The service entrance unit car¬ 

ries a full 10-year product replacement warranty. All plug-in 
products carry a lifetime product replacement warranty and are 
accompanied by a down-line repair/replacement warranty (ask for 
details) of all properly connected equipment due to failure of the 
suppressor. VOf'S'aZ.VT C£ 

For more information, contact Lynn Cavett at McDonough Power 
Cooperative (309) 833-2101. 

Office 
closing 

McDonough Power 
Cooperative will be closed 
on March 29, 2002 to 
observe Good Friday. The 
office will reopen on 
Monday, April 1, 2002 at 
8:00 a.m. 
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Use extra 
precautions 

with 
electricity 

around 
water 

gardens 

W^ater gardening is becoming more popular every year. If 
you plan to install a water garden this spring or summer, 
or you have a pond and you’re preparing it for the new 

season, you need to consider some basic safety steps when using 
electricity around the water. 

Make sure any pump you use to aerate and recirculate your 
pond is rated for underwater use (submersible). Using a non- 
submersible pump, at best, will ruin the pump. At worst, you could 
be in for a severe and possibly fatal shock. The same is true for 
underwater lights. 

Your exterior electrical outlets should be equipped with ground 
fault interrupters (GFCI). Exterior GFCI outlets should also be 
equipped with covers to prevent rain or splashing water from 
tripping the circuit. 

Never hook a pump to an extension cord, even one rated for 
exterior use. The pump should be plugged directly into the GFCI 
outlet. 

Use care when installing and plugging in the pump. Lower the 
pump into the pond, making certain it is stable. Then be certain to 
dry your hands and stand on a dry area before you plug it in. 

Keep other electric tools and appliances away from the pond. 
If you should drop anything electrical into the pond, unplug the 
tool before you try to retrieve it. 

Please, 
plant the 

right tree in 
the right 

place 

T'rees are prized possessions in our yards and communities. 
They give needed shade in summer, provide protection from 
winter winds, help clear the air of pollutants, furnish a home 

for songbirds and wildlife and please the eye with the beauty of 
their foliage. 

But, when a tree’s branches grow too closely to, or actually 
touch, power lines, the result is going to be a power outage. This is 
a case of the wrong tree being planted or allowed to grow in the 
wrong place. 

Trees and power lines can coexist. But the trees must be 
selected and planted with size and growth characteristics 
appropriate to their location. aZ00I"Z.D61111 

All responsible arborists and their associations subscribe to 
the following tree-planting rules in relation to overhead power lines: 

Low Zone - Tree species that will not exceed 25 
feet in height can be planted directly beneath power 
lines and for 20 feet to either side. Taller existing 
trees in this zone have to be pruned (sometimes 
drastically) so they’ll grow around the wires. We’re 
all in agreement that trees pruned in this manner 
are not attractive. 

Medium Zone - Trees that grow to 40 feet in height 
at maturity are recommended for areas im¬ 
mediately adjacent to the Low Zone. This will rule 
out the possibility of limbs overhanging the power 
lines that well need to prune or trees that can 
topple into the lines during a bad storm. 

Tall Zone - Taller maturing trees should be 
planted at a distance of 50 feet or more from the 
power lines. This will insure they’ll reach their full 
potential undisturbed by pruning. There is also 
little likelihood that wind or ice will cause them 
to do damage to the power lines. 
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Ol 
co Being a lineman is no simple task. Climbing poles and stringing 

electrical wire is a daily job despite weather reports or working 
conditions. But even if the weather or working conditions 

weren’t problems, the lineman has a very dangerous job. 
To work on the electrical lines, a lineman uses a bucket truck 

or climbs up the pole using special steel spikes, called gaffs that 
attach around his boots. These gaffs dig into the pole and give the 
lineman a solid hold on the pole as he works with the electrical 
lines. The lineman’s livelihood and his life depend on his being 
able to keep those gaffs in the pole. If he should lose his hold on 
the pole, he could fall, hurting himself badly or even fatally. 

You can help linemen at McDonough Power Cooperative by 
keeping the poles around your property free of items that might 
keep them from doing their jobs safely. Here are a few examples of 
how you can help: 
• Don’t hang birdhouses or basketball goals on an electrical pole. 

The lineman who has to climb that pole will have to climb around 
these and if he does climb around a birdhouse or basketball 
goal, there’s a good chance he might use them as a handhold. If 
the structure he uses isn’t secure, the lineman could fall and be 
badly hurt. 

• Don’t use electrical equipment for your target practice. This can 
cause nothing but damage to the equipment and could harm 
you. Shooting at power lines or the glass insulators located on 
the poles could cause the lines to come down and cause outages 
that affect hundreds of people. 

• Don’t landscape around the bottom of the pole with flower boxes, 
birdhouses, etc. If a lineman should fall on these, he could be 
injured more seriously. Planting flowers in the soil around the 
pole doesn’t do any harm as long as no wooden or sharp objects 
are used in the bed. 

• Don’t erect a fence or attach a gate to a pole. A fence post made of 
wood or steel driven into the ground near a power pole is a great 
hazard to a lineman if he should happen to slip and fall on it. 
Don’t build or attach anything to the pole that could be a hazard. 

• Don’t hang a sign advertising a garage sale or promoting your 
favorite political candidate on the power pole. The signs them¬ 
selves aren’t hazards, but the nails or staples used to hold them 
up are. If a lineman should hit one of these while climbing, his 
gaff won’t get a strong hold and he could slip off the pole. This 
goes for any metal object attached to the pole, including spikes, 
steeples or any kind of nail. 980I'ZV0I£9 

If you follow these simple rules, you’ll be making the already dan¬ 
gerous job of the lineman much safer. 

Help 
make the 
lineman’s 
job safer 

2 SPECIAL PACKAGES 
Fire Package Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 2 - Door Sensors 
$149.00 plus tax installed 1 - Motion Sensor 

$149.00 plus tax installed 

All equipment is 
wireless and made in 

the U.S.A. 
Just 3 cents per hour protects 
your loved ones. (Based on a 
quarterly payment of $62.52 - 
36-month contract required) 

ALERT SECURITY 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

Call Tom Wright toll free at (877) 502-5378 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

ALERT SECURITY 
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Welcome new 
members! 

Map location 
contest 

December 
Fred & Karma Anthony 
Karin Crum 
Brent & Carrie Fowler 
Mike Lafary 
William Parks 
Troy & Jackie Woodside 

Daniel D. Byers 
Marlena Davis 
Kerry Foxall 
Jennifer Lewallen 
D. Ernie Petty 

Mark & Jennifer Clark 
Terry Efnor 
Elizabeth Knupp 
Stan O’Hern 
Susan Rouse 

Every month we will be printing four member’s map location 
numbers in this newsletter. If you find your map location 
number, call the McDonough Power office by the 25th of the 

month, tell us where it is and we will give you a $10 credit on your 
electric bill. Keep on reading the Watts New. 9t'9t,"T0H6I3I6 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are 

coming back with great comments on their first months’ billings 
from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. With an in¬ 
state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state 
calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! That’s 
with no monthly service charge, no minimums, and no 
extra numbers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- 
number for incoming long distance calls at the same low 
rates! This plan is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed 
application is required to be submitted through McDonough 
Power. Send in the application below to start your OWN 
savings plan on long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City  

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage- 

Current Carrier 

( ). Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature- Date 

MCDONOUGH POWER COOPERATIVE 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Focusing 
on what 

matters - 
the 

member! 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

The member comes first. That is the driving motivation be¬ 
hind your electric cooperative’s work. It doesn’t take a lot of fancy 
words to understand the difference between your local electric 
cooperative and other utility companies that want to provide 
energy services to you. 

The way we see it, if something - a policy, a service, a way of 
doing business - is good for the members, then it's also good for 
McDonough Power Cooperative. Contrast this philosophy with 
that of the big power companies. Making a profit is first and 
foremost with them. That is all well and good - unless there is a 
clash between profits for the company, and serving the consum¬ 
ers and their communities. When that happens, guess who wins? 
Whom would you rather have serving you? An investor-owned 

utility that exists to take money out of your pocket 
and out of the community, or an electric cooperative 
that is in the business to serve you and help keep 
your dollars in the community? 

The choice is simple because the philosophy of an 
electric cooperative is simple: Members are the coop¬ 
erative, so if it’s good for them, it has to be good for the 
cooperative. 

The reasons your electric cooperative guards your 
interests better than a big power company go far be¬ 
yond differences in business philosophy. The men and 
women who work for you at your cooperative are in a 
better position to protect your interests in the debate 

over the future of the electric utility industry. Why? They live 
and work in the same community you do, and are attuned to 
what you are saying. Your friends and neighbors make up the 
elected board of directors that runs your electric cooperative and 
puts members first. 

Today, Americans all across the nation are beginning to real¬ 
ize just how special and unique cooperative business can be in 
finding solutions to local problems and 
needs. As the laws governing how utility 
companies operate continue to change in 
Illinois, consumers are discovering that 
the best way to find solutions to commu¬ 
nity problems is to empower themselves 
to solve the problems. That is the coop¬ 
erative way of getting the job done. 

More than 60 years ago, hard-work¬ 
ing families in the community teamed up 
and organized McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative to bring power to their homes and 
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businesses. The big power companies had turned their backs and 
refused to help because they did not believe there was any money 
to be made. The needs of the consumer did not come first. 

Today, it seems cooperative businesses are becoming more 
popular. Many people are weary of dealing with distant corpora¬ 
tions and are frustrated with inattentive, large bureaucracies. 
They want to feel they are more than just a statistic. 

National research confirms that electric cooperatives nation¬ 
wide receive far better ratings on service than any other group 
of utility companies. Cooperatives are recognized for local orien¬ 
tation, attention to detail, and putting you - the member - ahead 
of other priorities. The fact that the driving force of the coopera¬ 
tive is the member speaks for itself. 

The challenge of providing power to 
sparsely populated areas 

Before local rural electric coopera¬ 
tives like McDonough Power Cooperative 
were created most rural homes did not 
have power, even though homes in city 
areas were electrified. The reason: exist¬ 
ing power companies could not or would 
not serve the sparsely populated rural 
areas. 

Cooperatives were formed and the 
rest is history. Today, people are fortunate 
enough to live almost anywhere knowing electricity will be avail¬ 
able. 

Living in the country certainly has its advantages, but it can 
also have a few drawbacks. Since rural areas are sparsely popu¬ 
lated, your electric cooperative maintains 1,376 miles of power 
lines to serve 4,900 cooperative members. That’s a lot of wire! In 
comparison, to serve the same number of consumers, investor- 
owned utilities would only need to maintain between 100-200 

miles of power line, depending upon their consumer 
density. 

Consequently, McDonough Power Cooperative ser¬ 
vice territory is more susceptible to wind and storms. 
However, when Mother Nature does make an occa¬ 
sional outage occur, your cooperative commands all 
its resources to get service restored as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. We know you depend on us, so we will work day 
and night until your power is restored. 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson Street 
P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 
(309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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This summer give your high school student a vacation. Ap¬ 

plications are currently available for this year’s “Youth to Wash¬ 

ington” tour. It’s a chance for your kids or grandkids to have the 

trip of a lifetime in Washington, D.C. And even if they don’t bump 

into the President, they’ll still have a chance to chat with key 

congressional legislators. 

For $850, your high school student can spend the week of 

June 14-21, 2002, visiting historically significant national sites, 

touring some of our most moving memorials, and browsing the 

campus of our nation’s capital. During their time in D.C., stu¬ 

dents will ride a riverboat down the Potomac, visit the Royal 

Embassy of Saudi Arabia, and drop by the Supreme Court. And 

those are just the plans for the first day. 

Other destinations include: Civil War Battlefield at 

Gettysburg, George Washington’s home at Mount Vernon, 

National Cathedral, U.S. Capital, Smithsonian Museums, 

U.S. Memorial Holocaust Museum, Arlington Cemetery, 

Vietnam War Memorial and many other sites and me¬ 

morials. 

For more information, call Dawn Beck at McDonough 

Power at (309) 833-2101. 

Attention 

Cooperative 

Members 

CN 
CO 

• Complete LP gas sales & service 

• Trained personnel on call 24 hours 

• Budget billing 

• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs 

• Complete line of water heaters 

• Forklift cylinder delivery service 

• Complete LP gas distribution systems 

• Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 

BLANDINSVILLE 
(309) 652-3103 or 

(800) 635-2085 

DENVER 
(217) 743-5215 or 

(800) 213-1402 

MACOMB 
(309) 833-2101 or 

(800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 

APRIL 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Education, training and information • Education, training and information • Education, training and information • Education, training and information 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Aaron P. Allen 

January 

Michael Brannick Vera & Marlin Duncan 
Kevin Kleinkopf Mandy Merano Phi Sigma Sigma Sorority 
S F & L Railway Inc. Stephen Sandstrom Ellen Schneider 
Mike Teel Samantha & Steve Thomas Grant Waters 
David R. Wilson 

Map 
location 
contest 

Education, 
training and 
information 

Every month we will be printing four member’s map location 
numbers in this newsletter. If you find your map location num¬ 
ber, call the McDonough Power office by the 25th of the month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you a $10 credit on your 
electric bill. Keep on reading the Watts New. 

Cooperatives provide education and training for their mem¬ 
bers, elected representatives and employees so they can con¬ 
tribute effectively to the development of the co-op. We also provide 
everyone with information about the nature and benefits of co¬ 
operatives. 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
Members are coming back with great comments on their first 

months’ billings from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance 
plan. With an in-state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, 
and out-of-state calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings add up 
quickly! That’s with no monthly service charge, no mini- 
mums, and no extra numbers to dial. You can even get a 
FREE 800- number for incoming long distance calls at the 
same low rates! This plan is available to anyone in Illinois, 
but a signed application is required to be submitted through 
McDonough Power. Send in the application below to start 
your OWN savings plan on long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City  

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 
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Know what 
to do in 
vehicle 

accidents 
involving 

power lines 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

Ail Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Instincts can help us to avoid 
danger but in some situations, 
our natural inclinations can 

lead to tragic results. If your car 
hits a power pole or otherwise 
brings a power line down, getting 
out of the vehicle, with few excep¬ 
tions, is the wrong thing to do un¬ 
til the line has been de-energized. 

“You’re almost always better 
off to stay in the car, especially if 
the line is in contact with the ve¬ 
hicle,” says Molly Hall, Director 
of the Safe Electric program. “The 
tires will provide insulation for a period of time, keeping the current 
from completing its path to the ground. If you step outside, your 
body becomes the path and electrocution is the tragic result.” 

“It’s best to wait until the electric utility arrives to make sure 
power to the line is cut off.” VZL9~9Q£Z£9 

The only exception would be if fire or the smell of gasoline 
were present. In that case, the proper action is to jump - not step 
- with both feet hitting the ground at the same time. Shuffle or hop 
keeping both feet together as you leave the area. Like the ripples in 
a pond or lake, the voltage diminishes the farther out it is from the 
source. Stepping from one voltage level to another allows the body 
to become a path for that electricity. 

“Even if a power line has landed on the ground, there is still 
the potential for the area near your car to be energized,” Hall says. 
“Stay inside the vehicle unless there’s fire or imminent risk of fire.” 

The same rules apply with situations involving farm equipment 
and construction equipment that come in contact with overhead lines. 

“With the planting season just around the corner and construc¬ 
tion starting to pick up, the risk for those kinds of situations in¬ 
creases as well,” Hall adds. “Those working with large equipment 
should stay inside the vehicle if equipment extensions come in con¬ 
tact with power lines.” Continued on page 16b. 

Office closing 
McDonough Power, MPC Energy & Alert 
Security will be closed on Monday, May 27th 

for Memorial Day. We will reopen at 8:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, May 28th. 
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Greet the 
great 

outdoors 
safely 

Accidents involving electricity cause hundreds of deaths, thou¬ 
sands of injuries and tens of thousands of fires each year. Nearly 
all can be prevented if people understand the dangers and steps 
they can take to be safe around electricity. 

Prevention of electricity-related tragedies is the goal of Safe 
Electricity, a statewide, industry-wide program aimed at expand¬ 
ing public awareness of electrical hazards and proper actions to 
take around them. 90£8"SZ.$nS0£T8 

Safe Electricity was launched last year by a coalition of nearly 
three dozen Illinois electric utilities, electric co-operatives, the 
Illinois Energy Association and University of Illinois, through the 
Illinois Electric Council (IEC), a non-profit industry forum 
committed to safety and efficiency education. 

The program uses a number of ways to expand awareness, 
including radio and television public service announcements 
(PSAs). Each PSA highlights electrical hazards, provides impor¬ 
tant safety information and directs the listener or viewer to the 
program’s comprehensive Web site, www.SafeElectricity.org for 
more information. 

SafeElectricity.org is a virtual warehouse of safety information 
for children and adults, farmers, contractors, business people, 
homeowners, teachers - anyone who has questions or needs to 
know about electrical safety. 

“We encourage everyone to heed the information they hear in 
the PSAs and to visit the Web site to learn more,” Hall says. “Taking 
a few minutes to learn how to be safe could be a life-saving invest¬ 
ment of time.” 

Spring is here; summer is on the way. It’s time to be out 
doors, and soon the kids will be out of school, too. 

Here’s a little advice for kids of all ages for a safe and fun 
time outdoors. 

• Make sure to fly your kite in a wide-open space far away from 
power lines. 

• Don’t climb trees near power lines or raise a ladder or other 
equipment without first looking up. 

• Be careful adjusting your roof antenna. 

• Learn to work and play around electricity as safely as possible. 

2 SPECIAL PACKAGES 
Fire Package Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 2 - Door Sensors 
$149.00 plus tax installed 1 - Motion Sensor 

$149.00 plus tax installed 

ALERT SECURITY 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

All equipment is 
wireless and made in 

the U.S.A. 
Just 3 cents per hour protects 
your loved ones. (Based on a 
quarterly payment ot $62.52 - 
36-month contract required) 

is Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

Call (217) 774-3986 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

ALERT SECURITY 
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CM 
CO May is the month to jump on the bandwagon for the na¬ 

tional observance of electrical safety. To help you focus on 
electrical safety this month, here are some tips to get you 

started on your personal campaign: 

• Keep all electrical ap¬ 
pliances a safe dis¬ 
tance from water; don’t 
use power tools when 
standing in wet areas. 

• To avoid overloads, 
limit the number of 
appliances plugged 
into one outlet. Over¬ 
loading could damage 
the appliances or 
cause a fire. 

• Use only power tools 
that have a three¬ 
pronged plug or are 
marked as double 
insulated. 

• Never touch plumbing or other metal 
objects and an electric appliance at the 
same time. 

Start your electrical safety inspection 
this month. And contact us for more tips 
that can help you now and every month of 
the year. aZ9fr-6Vie3T0l 

It’S 
Electrical 
Safety 
Month! 

• Complete LP gas sales & service 

• Trained personnel on call 24 hours 

• Budget billing 

• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs 

• Complete line of water heaters 

• Forklift cylinder delivery service 

• Complete LP gas distribution systems 

• Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 

BLANDINSVILLE 
(309) 652-3103 or 

(800) 635-2085 

DENVER 
(217) 743-5215 or 

(800) 213-1402 

MACOMB 
(309) 833-2101 or 

(800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 

MAY 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Cooperation am
ong co-ops * Cooperation am

ong co-ops * Cooperation am
ong co-ops * Cooperation am

ong co-ops 

Welcome new 
members! 

February 
Clay Farm 
Ron Hancock 
Kevin & Kelly Lee 
Stacie Wilson 

Denise Deener 
Dirk & Laura Hippen 
Justin Maxwell 
Selim Zendeli 

Jennifer Fennig 
Andrea & Dean Jenkins 
SBA Towers, Inc. 
vozs-vzasczs 

Map location 
contest 

Every month we will be printing four member’s map loca¬ 
tion numbers in this newsletter. If you find your map loca 
tion number, call the McDonough Power office by the 25th 

of the month, tell us where it is and we will give you a $10.00 
credit on your electric bill. Keep on reading the Watts New. 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members 

are coming back with great comments on their first months’ 
billings from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. 
With an in-state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and 
out-of-state calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings add up 
quickly! That’s with no monthly service charge, no 
minimums, and no extra numbers to dial. You can 
even get a FREE 800- number for incoming long 
distance calls at the same low rates! This plan is 
available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed applica¬ 
tion is required to be submitted through McDonough 
Power. Send in the application below to start your 
OWN savings plan on long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 
 1 

Name Social Security Number  

Street Estimated Monthly Usage  

City State Zip Current Carrier  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

' Customer Signature   Date  

I ' 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Nominating 
committee 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

M 
I W Bcc 

|embers of the 2002 nominating committee have been appointed 
jy the McDonough Power Cooperative board of directors. The 

Scommittee will meet at the Red Ox Restaurant on June 27 at 7 
p.m. to nominate candidates for election to the board of directors at the 
2002 annual meeting of members to be held August 19 at Fellheimer 
Auditorium in Macomb. 

• District 1 (composed of the West half of Scotland Township and 
East half of Chalmers Township in McDonough County): Charlie Cox, 
PO Box 116, Macomb, IL 61455 

• District 2 (composed of all Lamoine, Bethel and Industry Town¬ 
ships in McDonough County and parts of Brooklyn, Littleton and 
Oakland Townships in Schuyler County): Steve Hood, RR 1 Box 90, 
Littleton, IL 61452 

• District 3 (composed of all Hire, Tennessee, Colchester and the West 
half of Chalmers Townships in McDonough County and parts of Foun¬ 
tain Green and Hancock Townships in Hancock County): Charles 
Butterfield, 6730 N 900th Rd„ Colchester, IL 62326 

• District 4 (composed of all Blandinsville, Sciota and Emmett Town¬ 
ships in McDonough County): George Sperry, 7559 N 1600th Rd., 
Macomb, IL 61455; Lee Calvert, PO Box 34, Sciota, IL 61475 

• District 5 (composed of the East half of Scotland and all of New 
Salem, Eldorado and Mound Townships in McDonough County and 
part of Harris, Farmers and Vermont Townships in Fulton County): 
Robert Rutledge, 22745 N 1150th Rd., Adair, IL 61411 

• District 6 (composed of all Macomb, Walnut Grove, Bushnell and Prai¬ 
rie City Townships in McDonough County and part of Lee in Fulton 
County): Brian Davenport, 16120 E 1700th St., Macomb, IL 61455; 
Kay Morrow, 200 Warren Rd., Good Hope, IL 61438 

• District 7 (composed of all Raritan and Media Townships in McDonough 
County and Point Pleasant, Swan Creek and Greenbush Townships in 
Warren County): John C. Huston, 41 50th St., Roseville, IL 61473 

• District 8 (composed of all Biggsville in Henderson County and 
Tompkins, Ellison, Roseville, Lenox, Monmouth and Spring Grove 
Townships in Warren County): Steve Armstrong, 1071 State Highway 
164, Monmouth, IL 61462 

• District 9 (composed of Kelly, Coldbrook, Floyd and Berwick Town¬ 
ships in Warren County and parts of Galesburg, Cedar and Indian Point 
Townships in Knox County): Lauren Still, 1476 190th Ave, Cameron, 
IL 61423; Tom Curtis, 1283 Warren School Rd., Monmouth, IL 61462 

The bylaws of the Cooperative provide that nominations to the Board of 
Directors may be made by: (1) the nominating committee, (2) a petition 
signed by 15 or more active members; the petition must be received at the 
principal office of the Cooperative at least 30 days before the annual meet¬ 
ing, or (3) nominations can be made from the floor at the annual meeting. 

Continued on page 16b 
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Continued from page 16a The terms of the directors from Districts 4, 6 and 9 expire this year. 
Directors presently serving on our Board of Directors are: District 1, 
Michael D. Cox; District 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, William Pollock; 
District 4, Stan Prox; District 5, Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Jeffrey N. 
Moore; District 7, Mark Anderson; District 8, Howard Butler; and Dis¬ 
trict 9, Steven Youngquist. 

Sections. Nominations. It shall be the duty of the board to appoint, 
not less than forty days nor more than one hundred twenty days before 
the date of a meeting of the members at which board members are to 
be elected, a committee on nominations consisting of two members 
from each district in which a director is to be elected and one member 
from each of the other districts served by the cooperative. No member 
of the board may serve on such committee. The committee shall pre¬ 
pare and post at the principal office, at least thirty days before the 
meeting, a list of nominations for directors, which shall include at least 
one or more candidates for each board position to be filled by the elec¬ 
tion. The secretary shall be responsible for mailing with the notice of 
the meeting or separately, but at least seven days before the date of the 
meeting, a statement of the number of board members to be elected 
and the names and addresses of the candidates nominated by the com¬ 
mittee on nominations. Any fifteen or more members acting together 
may make other nominations by petition and the secretary shall post 
such nominations at the same place where the list of nominations made 
by the committee is posted. Nominations made by petition, in order to 
be valid, must be received at the principal office of the cooperative at 
least thirty days before the meeting. Any nomination by petition which 
meets the requirements of the bylaws shall set forth in the annual meet¬ 
ing notice as nominations made by petition and any such nominations 
shall appear on the official ballot. Nothing contained herein shall, how¬ 
ever, prevent additional nominations to be made from the floor at the 
meeting of members. 

“Peak Alert” 
Season 

It’s that time of year again when we have what is known as a 
“peak alert.” A “peak alert” is a situation whereby the Coopera¬ 
tive asks all members for their assistance in controlling the de¬ 

mand for electricity when the overall demand is at a maximum. 
Usually, but not always, this situation will occur on a day when the 
temperature is 90° or above. When everyone works together, it re¬ 
ally does make a difference. By reducing or controlling the peak 
demand of electricity, members can minimize the cost of wholesale 
power purchased by McDonough Power. 

When a “peak alert” is issued by Soyland Power Cooperative, 
McDonough Power asks some commercial and industrial accounts, 
as well as some large farm operations, who are on interruptible 
rates, to interrupt their electric service. 

The “peak alert” season will begin on June 1 and will run through 
September 15. As mentioned earlier, temperature contributes to a 
“peak alert.” “Peak alerts” usually begin around noon and can last 
until 10:00 p.m. They do not happen on weekends or holidays. 

The employees and board of directors of the Cooperative would 
like to thank everyone in advance for their cooperation. It is very 
much appreciated. 
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<N 
CO Students tour state capital during 

Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives’ Youth Day 

Fourteen students representing McDonough Power Coopera 
tive and McDonough Telephone Cooperative met with area 
legislators during the Illinois Electric and Telephone Coopera¬ 

tives’ Youth Day on Wednesday, April 17, in Springfield. While in the 
state’s capital, they had an opportunity to watch government in ac¬ 
tion, visit the Illinois Supreme Court and tour Lincoln’s tomb. Pic¬ 
tured with Representative Rich Myers of Colchester are, front row 
from left: Rep. Myers, Virginia Crabb of Colchester High School, 
Tally Reeverts of Colchester High School, Steve Moore of Roseville 
High School, Katlin Mendenhall of Bushnell/Prairie City, Ben Morath 
of Roseville High School, Clint Worthington of Bushnell/Prairie City 
and chaperone Dawn Beck. Back row from left: Tim O’Hern of In¬ 
dustry High School, Andrew Irish of Northwestern High School, Lewis 
Lancaster of Industry High School, Michael Carlson of Macomb High 
School, Kelsey Graham of Northwestern High School, Royce Wilmont 
of Macomb High School, Arrianna Schindle of Macomb High School 
and Arun Thottumkara of Macomb High School. The day was spon¬ 
sored by Illinois electric and telephone co-ops in an effort to intro¬ 
duce young rural leaders to state government. 38££'8V8Z£S 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 • (309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Welcome 
New 

Members! 

What’s a 
guy to do? 

Attend your 
annual 

meeting 

Map 
location 
contest 

March 
Eric Arneson 
Amy & Michael Burgard 
Grant M Curtis 
Justin Goodwin & Sarah Patterson 
Melissa & Nathan Harrison 
Ronda Roberts 
John Stull Estate 

Baltin Farms 

Matthew Butler 
Harry Decker 
Leroy & Janet Hammond 
Kathleen M. Johnson 
Jennifer Ross 
Kemper Westfall 

What can you do about a guy wire? You have to mow 
around it or plow around it. It’s always in your way but 
what good is it? a8SS‘630I£t7 

Guying cables support the structures of the power lines that 
bring electricity to your home or business. Without guys to hold 
the weight and strain of the conductor, the lines would sag and the 
poles would lean. The power distribution system would break 
down or collapse under adverse weather conditions and would 
require more frequent and costly repairs. 

The placement of each anchor and guy line is calculated for 
your safety. The guys are set in precisely the correct positions to 
hold the strain of the power lines. 

You can help guy wires on your property do their job by: 

• Not hitting or scraping the cable or anchor with mowers, plows, 
or other equipment. 

• Not allowing children to play on the cable or remove the bolts. 

• Not storing straw, hay, compost or other moisture-attracting 
materials near the anchor. 

• Not stacking or moving sharp edged scrap metal, sheet metal or 
pipe around the cable. 

On the outside looking in...Some electric utility customers are 
bound to feel that way about the company’s op¬ 
eration. But that’s not the “cooperative way” 

of doing business. An electric cooperative is some¬ 
thing special. The owners are you, the people it serves. 
It’s important that you participate in its operation. 

That’s why your attendance at the Annual Meet¬ 
ing on August 19th at Fellheimer Auditorium at 
Macomb High School is so important. It’s a vital part 
of your role as a McDonough Power Cooperative mem¬ 
ber. MARK AUGUST 19 ON YOUR CALENDAR. 

Every month we will be printing four member’s map location num¬ 
bers in this newsletter. If you find your map location num¬ 
ber, call the McDonough Power office by the 25th of the 

month, tell us where it is and we will give you a $10.00 credit on 
your electric bill. Keep on reading the Watts New. 
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A room by 
room look 
at energy 
efficiency 

Do energy bills have a stranglehold on your family’s finances? 
The good news is you can offset some of your costs by using 
energy more wisely. The following is a room-by-room look at 

measures that may help. 000Z,"£S€IC9 

LIVING ROOM  
Cooling: Install a programmable thermostat in your home. It can 
save up to 20 percent of cooling costs because you no longer waste 
money cooling your home when you’re away. Raise the thermostat. 

You can save 2 percent of your cooling costs for each degree you 
raise your thermostat. Raising the temperature just 5 degrees 
means a 10 percent savings. Experts recommend that you 
set your thermostat to 78 degrees when you are home and 
85 degrees when you are out. Make sure your air condi¬ 
tioner is the correct size for your home. Don’t waste money 
purchasing more air conditioner than you need to comfort¬ 
ably cool your home. Maintain your air conditioner unit by 

having it inspected and cleaned every season. Regular main¬ 
tenance will extend its life and its efficiency up to 5 percent. 

Lights: Turn off lights when leaving a room. Reduce bulb wattage 
and use fluorescent lamps, which produce four times the light per 
watt. Use motion sensors on outside lights and in work or laundry 
areas. 

KITCHEN  
Cooking: Don’t open the oven while cooking; up to 20 percent of 
the heat will escape. Defrost food before cooking which saves up to 

50 percent on cooking time. An electric skillet uses half the 
energy of a typical range. Slow cookers use one-third the en¬ 
ergy of an oven and toasters are three times as efficient. 

Dishwasher: Run full loads using the shortest wash cycle 
possible. Avoid the rinse and hold cycle, which uses about 
eight gallons of water just to pre-rinse dishes. Air-dry or use 
an energy-saver setting. 

Refrigerator/Freezer: Set the refrigerator to 38 to 40 degrees 
and stand-alone freezers to 0 degrees. Cool foods before putting 
them in the refrigerator, and cover liquids to stop evaporation. Place 
refrigerators and freezers away from heat registers and stoves. Leave 
2 to 3 inches clearance around the appliance to allow for air circu¬ 
lation and clean coils regularly. 

BATHROOM  
Bathing: Fifteen percent of a typical energy bill goes to heating 

water. It takes about 30 gallons to fill the average tub and a 
shower with a flow of 3 gallons a minute uses only 15 gallons 
in five minutes. A water-saving showerhead reduces usage 
even more. 

Faucets: Fix leaky faucets. A leaky faucet dripping 30 times 
a minute wastes 50 gallons of water and $ 1 a month in en¬ 

ergy if it’s hot water. 
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LAUNDRY ROOM  
Water Heating: Reduce the water heater to 115 degrees. Insulate 
the water heater tank unless the manufacturer advises you 
not to. Check the heating elements for mineral buildup. If 
you will be away for several days, turn the water heater 
off at the breaker panel. 

Washing: Of the energy used in doing laundry, 90 per¬ 
cent goes to heating water. Use cold or warm water in¬ 
stead of hot and use the right amount of water to fit the 
load size. Rinse with cold water. 

Drying: Clothes dryers account for about 5 percent of the electric 
ity used in most American homes. Hang clothes, if possible. 
Dry full loads but don't overload the dryer. Clean lint from 
traps often. 

BEDROOM  
Waterbed: A waterbed heater can use more electricity 
than a refrigerator or water heater. Keeping a comforter 
on your bed can cut heat loss 30 percent. Use a timer to 
turn the heater on. gfrOOI-VZdOZIIT People think that lights use hardly any energy. The fact is, 

they use a lot more energy than you may think. However, if 
you replace a standard 60-watt incandescent bulb with an 

18-watt compact fluorescent bulb, you can get the same amount 
of light and you will save $32 over the life of the bulb. 

Don't be shocked when you purchase a compact fluorescent 
bulb - they cost more, but will last 10 times longer! 

Fluorescent 
bulbs save 
money 

Every month we will be printing four member’s map location 
numbers in this newsletter. If you find your map location 
number, call the McDonough Power office by the 25th of the 

month, tell us where it is and we will give you a $10.00 credit on 
your electric bill. Keep on reading the Watts New. 

Map location 
contest 

CS) 
CO 

SUMMER FILL FOR PROPANE 
Now is the time to fill your propane tank. For summer fill prices, 

CALL 
MFC ENERGY, INC. 

DENVER 
(217) 743-5215 or 

(800) 213-1402 
For answers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, Manager of 

MFC Energy at Blandinsville or Jerry Ross at Denver. 

BLANDINSVILLE 
(309) 652-3103 or 

(800) 635-2085 
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Welcome new members! APRIL 

Office closing 

Berwick Black Cattle Co. 
Halverson Construction 
R Walter & Annetta Holt 
Kelly Meyer 
Justin Powell 
Steve Thomas II 
Darin S. Wisslead 

Levin Carcamo 
Hammond-Peak Partnership 
Rosalind Lewis 
Forrest & Brenda O’Bear 
Charity Staton 
Chris & Rosie Travis 

Victor & Stacy Dorethy 
Annette S. Holmes 
Mel Foster Relocation Cnt 
Amber O'Donnell 
Anna Swiderski 
Fabian Wingo 

IcDonough Power Cooperative and MPC Energy will be 
closed on July 4th in observance of Independence Day. 
Please take time to remember the true meaning of the day. 

God Bless America! 0009-60116Z. 

QUESTION: 

vlbat makes 
an electric 

cooperative 
different? 

You! 

The major difference between your Electric Coop¬ 
erative and an Investor-Owned Utility (IOU) is who has 

the power. 
Because YOU belong to a democratically controlled, 

member-owned cooperative, YOU have the power. 

Shareholders retain the power in lOUs, and those 

same shareholders receive all the company’s profits. 

Your electric cooperative gives back it profits to the 

members in the form of capital credits. So in addition 

to receiving electricity and other services from your co¬ 

operative, YOU also receive any profits made and have 

a say in how the cooperative operates. That’s what 

makes your electric cooperative different - we give YOU 
the power. 

You! 

YOU! 
ANSWER: 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

President 
Dunsworth 

retires 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

This will be the last article I write for Illinois Country Living, 
since August 30 will be my last official work day at McDonough 
Power Cooperative. I never thought on my first day at the 

cooperative, June 9, 1959, that I would still be at McDonough Power 
43 years later. A lot of electricity has flowed over the lines and 
many things have changed through those years. 

My first job here was assisting the engineer with staking, mak¬ 
ing up staking sheets and drawing maps. It was supposed to be a 
summer job, and it’s been one long summer. 

There were approximately 3,294 members when I started and 
1,243 miles of line. Today, we have 4,903 members and 1,379 miles 
of line. 09€S-8aOIS£ 

A couple of comparisons between today and the 1950s are no¬ 
table. First, the total electric plant value grew from $2,440,532 in 
1959 to $13,997,896 today. But an even more sizeable increase is 
our wholesale power cost, in 1959 it was $185,497 and in 2001 it 
was $4,796,447. The average retail cost to our members in 1959 
was $0,026 per Kilowatt-hour; today’s average is $0,098. 

We didn’t have any underground primary lines or services then. 
Today, we have 33 miles of underground primary, and I have no 
idea how many underground service drops we have. 

In 1959, a lineman had to climb every pole he worked on; to¬ 
day, they climb very few. Bucket trucks have made line repair much 
easier and efficient. Digging holes to set poles is also much easier 
now. We had a digger truck of sorts, and it was nice if you could get 
in position to dig, but many holes we dug by hand. 

Things have modernized in the office also. The billing machine 
we had was manual, huge and noisy. Today, smaller computers 
can do almost anything faster. 

One thing that hasn’t changed is the pride and joy I receive 
working for and with our members. I will miss seeing and talking 
with everyone, especially the employees that I see everyday. But 
I’m going to enjoy doing what I want to do, when I want to do it. My 
wife Pat and I have a lot of things we want to see and do. 

I invite you to our Annual Meeting, August 19, 2002, at 
Fellheimer Auditorium in Macomb. If you can’t make the meeting, 
the Co-op is sponsoring an Open House, August 20th from 1:00 to 
4:30 p.m. This will be at the Co-op office, 1210 W. Jackson. It will 
also be an opportunity to meet my replacement, whom we hope 
will be on board by then. 
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Nominating 

Committee 

report 

Nomination 

by petition 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, the members of the nominating com¬ 
mittee met at the Red Ox in Macomb, June 27, 2002, at 
7:00 p.m. to nominate candidates for election as directors 

at the McDonough Power Cooperative’s next annual meeting of 
members to be held at 7:00 p.m., Monday, August 19, 2002. 

The following members were present: 99011'Z.VZI IS 
John C. Huston 
Charles Cox 
Don Crawford 
Charles Butterfield 
Lee Calvert 
Lauren Still 

Steven M. Armstrong 
Robert Rutledge 
Kay Morrow 
George Sperry 
Steve Hood 
Tom Curtis 

The committee selected the following nominees to be candi¬ 
dates for directors to serve for a three-year term and be elected at 
the annual meeting: 

District 4 - Stan Prox 
District 6 - Jeffrey N. Moore 
District 9 - Steve Youngquist 

Any 15 or more members acting together may make other nomi¬ 
nations by petition. Additional nominations for directors may be 
made from the floor at the meeting. 

Lauren Still, Chairman 
Dated: June 27, 2002 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, McDonough Power Cooperative received 
a nomination by petition, signed by 15 members. The petition 
named the following nominee to be a candidate for director to 

serve for a three year term and be elected at the annual meeting. 

District 4 - Barbara Ribbens 

McDonough 

Power 

Cooperative’s 

Annual 

Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Monday, August 19, 2002 
Fellheimer Auditorium, 

Macomb Jr./Sr. High School 
1525 South Johnson St., Macomb Illinois 

Election of Directors - Report of Officers and President 
$5 will be credited to September bill for registering 
Drawings for ten $10 credits on September energy bill 
$25 name-a-minute drawing 
Drawing for $250 credit on power bill 

You must be present to win prize drawings! 

6:30 p.m. - Pianist Collin Anderson, age 7 
8:00 p.m. - “Historic Route 66” by George Wanamaker 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb. Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Students 
represent 
cooperative 
in 
Washington, 
D.C. 

TWo area youths spent 
the week of June 14- 
21 exploring Wash¬ 

ington D.C. The students 
met with Illinois congres¬ 
sional leaders and learned 
about their government 
during the annual “Youth 
to Washington” Tour. This 
event, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone co¬ 
operatives of Illinois, be¬ 
gan in the late 1950s to 
introduce rural youths to 
our democratic form of 
government and coopera¬ 
tives. The theme of the 
2002 Youth Tour was “Volunteers in Action.” aETI't’aOIZZ. 

Timothy O’Hern of Vermont and Arun Thottumkara of 
Macomb represented McDonough Power Cooperative. The 
students met with Congressman Lane Evans on Capitol Hill 
and were among 57 rural Illinois youth leaders selected for 
the trip. In addition to the Capitol, students also visited the 
White House, Arlington National Cemetery, the National Ca¬ 
thedral, the Smithsonian Museums, George Washington’s 
home, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and a number 
of other historical sites. O89I"Z,V0IT9 

In addition to taking in 
the sights and sounds of the 
nation’s capitol, all the state 
groups convened for Rural 
Electric Youth Day to learn 
from public figures and 
other inspirational speak¬ 
ers. This year’s Youth Day 
agenda included a survivor 
of the September 11 attack 
on The Pentagon, Lieutenant 
Colonel Brian Birdwell, who 
described his harrowing ex¬ 
perience and miraculous 
survival. Birdwell touched 
on the importance of selfless 
service and accepting life’s responsibilities. 

AUGUST 2002 

Pictured above 
(l-r) are: 
Thottumkara, 
Congressman 
Evans and 
O’Hern. 
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St. Louis 
Rams are 

back in 
Macomb for 

7th year 

Map 
location 
contest 

The Super Bowl 34 Champi¬ 
ons, the St. Louis Rams, are 
back in Macomb for their train¬ 

ing. We are pleased to have them 
back in the area. 

Show your support to this great 
team by going to WIU’s fields and 
watching them practice. They will be 
in Macomb from July 26th through 
August 14th. 

Every month we will be printing four member’s map location 
numbers in this newsletter. If you find your map location 
number, call the McDonough Power office by the 25th of the 

month, tell us where it is and we will give you a $10 credit on your 
electric bill. Keep on reading the Watts New. 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members 

are coming back with great comments on their first months’ 
billings from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. 
With an in-state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, 
and out-of-state calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings add up 
quickly! That’s with no monthly service charge, no mini- 
mums, and no extra numbers to dial. You can even 
get a FREE 800- number for incoming long distance 
calls at the same low rates! This plan is available to 
anyone in Illinois, but a signed application is required 
to be submitted through McDonough Power. Send in 
the application below to start your OWN savings plan 
on long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

Name Social Security Number_ 

Street_ 

City  State 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) 

Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

( ). 

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING AUGUST 2002 





May we say 
thanks to 

our 
members... 

• Who call promptly to notify the office when a power outage 
occurs, telling us exactly where the trouble is located and the 
cause. 
• Who grant right-of-way for construction and maintenance of 
line to serve neighbors, providing adequate and reliable electric 
service to everybody on the system. 
• Who notify the office when moving so electric service can be 
transferred to the new owner or disconnected if no one will be 
using power. 
• Who keep television antennas, silo-filling pipes and other 
equipment clear of falling distance on all electric lines. 
• Who teach children all the rules of electric safety, both in¬ 
doors and outdoors. 
• Who are careful when using trucks and farm machinery 
around poles, lines and guy wires. 
• Who use extreme care when cutting trees near electric lines. 
• Who report anything that is wrong with the lines such as 
bad poles, broken guy wires, broken strands on the line con¬ 
ductors and cracked or broken insulators. (6328C4A-702B) 
• Who keep signs, fence wires, nails and other hazards off the 
poles for the safety of our linemen. 

Don’t let 
your guard 

down! 

If you’re a farmer, details weigh on your mind this time of 
year...such as money, weather and the other factors vital to 
your livelihood. However, the most important concern is safety. 

Tragedy can occur in that flash of an instant when you let your 
guard down, take a short cut or overlook basic safety rules. To 
ensure future harvests, always work the safe way. Here are a 
few reminders: 

Watch out for overhead power lines when you’re working with 
tall equipment such as grain augers. 

Wear the appropriate protective equipment and clothing. 
Make sure your helpers are familiar with the equipment they 

are using. 
■Shut off power before fixing or un¬ 
clogging machines. 
• Keep extended machinery away from 
power pole guy wires, so you don’t 
snag the wire and bring the pole 
down. 
•Keep all machinery shields in place. 

Don’t let your guard down, 
no matter how busy your 
harvest time is! 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • P.O. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Our journey began Friday morning when we departed from 

McDonough Power with Lynn Cavett. On the way to 

Springfield Arun, Lynn and I attempted to solve all of 

the world’s problems. When we arrived in Springfield, I started 

to scratch the surface of all the wonderful people I would meet 

on my trip. A few hours later we loaded our tour buses and 

headed for Gettysburg. After a night of restlessness and miser¬ 

ably failing to get any sleep we arrived in Gettysburg. While in 

Gettysburg we took a guided tour around the many battlefields, 

and were informed about many misconceptions about the battle. 

We also viewed the Gettysburg Cyclorama, which was an enor¬ 

mous painting depicting a day of battles at Gettysburg. 

After this we left for Washington DC and checked into our 

hotel. After being assigned our roommates and unpacking we 

had a meeting in a banquet room to elect our YLC Representa¬ 

tive. That night we also met up with our soon to be friends from 

Michigan. Sunday morning we awoke and left for the church of 

our choice. We could attend St. Mary’s Catholic Church or Christ 

Church. I attended the St. Mary’s Catholic Church and had a 

very pleasant mass. After an interesting brunch we left for Mt. 

Vernon (Home and Grounds of George Washington). We took a 

tour of his house and beautiful surroundings. We then left for 

the Smithsonian Museum of Air & Space. Here we saw many 

enlightening objects of our history in Air and Space. That night 

we attended a very entertaining play at the Ford’s Theater called 

“Hot Mikato”. Monday morning we began the day by head¬ 

ing to the Youth Tour headquar¬ 

ters, for a rally with all of the 

other states from across the coun¬ 

try. We heard speakers such as 

Miss Virginia and a Lieutenant Gen¬ 

eral who was injured when the terrorist 

attacks took place at the Pentagon. We were 

also given a chance to speak our mind about ~ 

the problems our communities face today. That af¬ 

ternoon we toured Arlington Cemetery and U.S. Memorial 

Holocaust Museum, which were two horrifying examples of the 

tragedies of war. That evening we took a riverboat cruise down 

the Potomac River, which was an awesome experience, to get to 
see the city at night from the water. (5323A4-956A) 

Tuesday morning we toured the White House and got to see 

the President’s motorcade departing. Later that morning we saw 

the Washington National Cathedral, which was my favorite part 

of the trip and it is an absolutely awesome building. That after¬ 

noon we toured the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, 

which was a very informative stop. Later that evening 

we attended the Iwa Jima Parade and Pageant, in 

fear we were going to get wet we left early and headed 

for shelter. That night we visited the Lincoln Me¬ 

morial, Korean War Memorial, FDR Memorial, ^ 

and the Vietnam War Memorial. These were all 

really neat to see at night. 

Wednesday morning we toured the Capitol Build¬ 

ing and ate lunch with our Congressman. We got to ask 

them questions and tell them what was on our mind. I 

also got to have a conversation with Allison Myers who partici¬ 

pated on this same trip a few years ago. That afternoon we met 

with Senator Dick Durbin. That night we met at the Hyatt and 

The Youth 
to 

Washington 

Trip-a 

firsthand 

perspective 
By Tim O’Hern, 2002 

Youth Tour participant 

/ 

/ 

(continued on 16d) 
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Youth to 
Washington 

(continued from 16c) 

REMEMBER 

’’PEAK 90” 
JUNE 15- 

SEPTEMBER 15 

had a dinner and dance, which involved states from across the 
country. Thursday morning we toured the rest of the Smithsonian 
Museums and the Jefferson Memorial. By this time 
everyone was ready to head back to Illinois. On the 
bus ride back we were able to get a little more 
sleep, mainly because we were so tired. The best 
experience on the trip for me was getting to meet 
all the people I met and making friends I’ll have 
the rest of my life. So I would like to thank 
McDonough Power for giving me this opportu¬ 
nity. j 

Map location contest 
Every month we will be printing four member’s map loca¬ 
tion numbers in this newsletter. If you find your map lo¬ 
cation number, call the McDonough Power office by the 
25th of the month, tell us where it is and we will give you a 
$10.00 credit on your electric bill. Keep on reading the 
Watts New. 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members 

are coming back with great comments on their first months’ 
billings from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. 
With an in-state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, 
and out-of-state calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings 
add up quickly! That’s with no monthly service 
charge, no minimums, and no extra numbers to 
dial. You can even get a FREE 800- number for 
incoming long distance calls at the same low rates! 
This plan is available to anyone in Illinois, but a 
signed application is required to be submitted 
through McDonough Power. Send in the applica¬ 
tion below to start your OWN savings plan on long 
distance calls! (5323A4-956A) 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

Name 

Street_ 

City  

Social Security Number_ 

State 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) 

Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

( ). 

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING SEPTEMBER 2002 



m 
McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Meet new 
manager 

Jon Miles 
At the meeting, former 
Manager Dick Dunsworth 
(left) said, “It’s been a 
pleasure working here the 
last 43 years. It was a 
summer job that just never 
ended. I was apprehensive 
about leaving because you 
never know who is going 
to come in after you. But 
once I met Jon Miles 
(right) I felt comfortable 
that he will manage the co¬ 
op the way that I feel 
McDonough Power should 
be run. I think everyone 
will enjoy working with 
him; he has the member 
out there on the end of the 
line at heart. ” 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

After a nationwide search, Jon Miles has been selected to 
succeed retiring President/CEO Dick Dunsworth. Miles 
has more than 28 years of cooperative experience and is 

familiar with many aspects of electric cooperatives, including 
legislative, loss control, apparatus testing and general manager 
duties. He comes to McDonough Power from Kansas Electric Co¬ 
operatives, Inc., the statewide organization for 27 electric mem¬ 
ber cooperatives in Kansas. He has served as vice-president of 
governmental and technical services since 1995 and was respon¬ 
sible for all state and national legislative activities, loss control 
and safety departments, youth programs, and a grassroots ad¬ 
vocacy program to voice cooperative members’ concerns in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

Before working for the statewide organization in Kansas, Miles 
was general manager of C&W Rural Electric Cooperative in Clay 
Center, Kansas. 

Miles said, “I’m looking forward to this opportunity. I come 
from a farm background and this feels like home already. This is 
a great community, and Fm delighted about the employees here 
at McDonough Power. I’m looking forward to working with them 
and getting to know the members and board of directors.” 

Miles and his wife Mary have two children, a son Dustin, 
who is a senior and a daughter Lacey, who is a freshman. 
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es"1 

annual 
meeting 

held 

Members re-elected three area men to three-year terms 
on the co-op’s board of directors at the organization’s 
65th annual meeting Monday, August 19, in Macomb. 

Stan Prox of Macomb, Jeffrey N. Moore of Good Hope, and Steve 
Youngquist of Cameron were re-elected. 

Board Chairman Jerry Riggins of Macomb spoke to mem¬ 
bers of the cooperative’s views on deregulation. He compared 
deregulation today to electrifying rural areas in the 1930s. “Large 
power suppliers in the 1930s weren’t interested in supplying 
rural America with electricity because of lack of profits. The same 
is true today. Large suppliers may not be interested in serving 
rural areas,” said Riggins. He assured members that the board 

is monitoring deregulation in other states 
closely, has done a cost of service study to 
prepare for deregulation, and has decided that 
it is not in the best interest of members to 
deregulate at this time. 

Under the Illinois deregulation law, con¬ 
sumer-owners of electric cooperatives and 
municipal utilities have local control and lo¬ 
cal decision-making authority on deregulation 
issues. Due to the uncertainty and risk, most 
are taking a “wait, watch and learn” approach. 
Eventually a fair, free and open market for 
electricity may develop. When, and if, it ben¬ 
efits the majority of members, the locally 
elected board members can decide to enter 
the deregulated market. 

President/CEO Dickson Dunsworth said 
that with a warm winter and mild summer, 
the co-op’s margins were slightly below bud¬ 
get. The good news was rates should remain 
stable. “Soyland Power Cooperative, now 
known as CCS (Continental Cooperative Ser¬ 
vices) was able to acquire a six-year whole¬ 
sale power contract with Ameren, starting in 
January 2003. We know our rates are going 
to remain stable for the next six years. I don’t 
know how many other products we use that 
will remain stable for the next six years, but 
I’m pretty sure that our electricity will.” 

Dunsworth said stable rates are a good thing for the new 
manager Jon Miles, who will take over as President/CEO start¬ 
ing next month. Miles previously worked for the Kansas Electric 
Cooperatives statewide association and was manager of C&W 
Electric Cooperative in Kansas. Dunsworth said, “It is good that 
our new manager can start out with a power contract where he 
is not going to have to worry about what is going to happen for 
six years.” 

Dunsworth started working for the co-op in 1959 as a sum¬ 
mer engineering assistant for $1.35 an hour. “I got a 2 and l/2<£ 
raise and decided to stay,” said Dunsworth. “Our power cost for 
the whole year in 1959 was $185,497 for 22.2 million kwhs. For 
the month of July this year our power cost was $476,447 for 8 
million kwhs, a record sales month. In 1959 wholesale power 
cost about 0.80 a kwh. Now our average cost is around 6.20. In 
1959 the average bill for 518 kwh was $13.47. Today the aver¬ 
age bill is a little more than $90 for 912 kwh. 
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CM 
CO Dunsworth retires after 43 years of service 

to the co-op. He thanked the members for all 
of their support over the years. “I’ve been happy 
and proud to work for you and to have this job. 
It has been a good place to work. I don’t know 
if there are too many places where you can work 
43 years, 2 months and 21 days without ever 
losing a day’s work,” he said. 

Annual meeting prize 
winners 

$10.00 credits (names drawn 1st part of meeting) 
Robert Carlson Jerry & Betty Nelson 
Wilma Danner Ronald Cook 
Lee-Hia Ting 

$10.00 credits (names drawn 2nd part of meeting) 
A.J. Bourn Willis Chase 
Virgil Henderson Dorothy Coplan 
Mack Leighty 

Grand Prize Winner 
Charles Raymond, Macomb 

$25.00 Name-A-Minute Winners 
Harold Carson 
William Hambly 
Charles W Murdock 
Lloyd Sandstrom 
Don Weir 

Bonner L. Haines 
Dorothy Kinman 
Robert Neavear 
Virden Trotter 

McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson 
Street 

PO. Box 352 
Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 
(309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 
8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: 

mcdonpr@macomb.com 

Today, many electric cooperative consumers don’t remem¬ 
ber the first day electricity came to their homes. In fact, 
your electricity was probably already there when you 

moved in - one of those automatic things like the telephone line 
and running water. 

The day you joined your electric cooperative, you became a 
member of a unique organization. 

Your electric cooperative is not-for-profit and consumer 
owned, like your local credit union or food cooperative. 

That means any revenue above expenses is eventually re¬ 
turned to the member (you) in the form of capital credit pay¬ 
ments. 

Your electric cooperative is committed to providing the best 
possible service at the lowest possible cost. We take pride in our 
cooperative - a grassroots system of service started by pioneers 
like those who settled this area. Keeping the cost of electricity 
affordable helps keep local businesses competitive, while pre¬ 
serving our rural heritage and standard of living. 

There is something different about receiving your electricity 
from an electric cooperative. We think it's a difference you can 
be proud of. 

October is 
cooperative 
month 
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Youth to 

Washington 

story- 

Arun 

Thottumkara 

By Arun Thottumkara - The United States boasts a represen¬ 
tative form of government second to none. The continued effec¬ 
tiveness and efficiency of our democratic system relies on educating 
our citizens of the operations and workings of local, state, and 
federal government. The Youth to Washington trip, sponsored by 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) is a 
wonderful opportunity to experience and learn more about the fed¬ 
eral government in action. As one of the two representatives from 
the McDonough Power Cooperative to participate in the Youth to 
Washington trip, I found the trip very enjoyable and educational as 
I was presented with several opportunities to learn about our gov¬ 
ernment as well as our nation’s history. 

The Youth to Washington trip was filled with several unique 
memories that I will never forget. Much of the weeklong trip was 
marked by visits to the important monumental government build¬ 
ings as well as meetings with Illinois congressman and Senator 

Dick Durbin. As a group, the Illinois representatives vis¬ 
ited the Capitol building, where we toured much of the 

building and were even allowed to sit in the House of 
Representatives while governmental debates were 

underway. In addition, the group from Illinois was 
fortunate enough to be granted a tour of the 
White House, a privilege only a few states were 
given. Architecturally a landmark, the White 
House is as beautiful on the outside as it is on 

the inside. Our stay in Washington D.C. was also high¬ 
lighted by a luncheon with several Illinois congressmen, 

including Congressman Evans, and Congressman Lahood. 
During the luncheon, the congressmen addressed some key is¬ 
sues that were raised by several members of the Illinois youth group. 
This proved to be very important to me as it showed that many 
issues being discussed by government representatives and officials 
directly affect me as well as my peers. 

In addition to touring several government buildings we also 
visited many of the historical landmarks and monuments in 
Washington D.C. While on the trip we were fortunate enough to 
tour the Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials, the National Cathe¬ 
dral, the Washington Monument, the Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Memorial, the Korean War Memorial, the Vietnam Memorial, as 
well as several others. All of these monuments and memorials 
were architecturally magnificent and rich in history. Each har¬ 
bored a historical beauty that reminisced of various time peri¬ 
ods. The Vietnam Memorial was especially emotional as many 
members of the trip had close relatives that fought and died 
during the Vietnam War. Experiencing and seeing the many land¬ 
marks of Washington D.C. served to make me respect our nation’s 
history more and respect even more so the time and place which 
I live in. 

The Youth to Washington trip was an amazing experience 
that I will cherish for years. I learned much about our govern¬ 
ment and also was able to visit several breathtaking and histori¬ 
cal monuments. The opportunity to meet with Illinois government 
officials was an amazing one that has prompted me to become 
more interested in taking active roles in politics. All in all, this 
trip was an extraordinary experience that has provided me an 
opportunity to learn more about our government and our his¬ 
tory. 
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A message 
from Jon 

Miles - 
Making the 

move to 
Macomb 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

I would like to begin my column in this month’s Illinois Country 
Living by saying I am delighted to be the new President and 
CEO of McDonough Power Cooperative. I began work on August 

26 and have commuted back and forth to Topeka, Kansas on week¬ 
ends to be with my family. My wife, Mary, and I have two high school 
children, Dustin, a senior and Lacey, a freshman. 

As I write this column, my family and I are in the process of 
selling our home and relocating to the Macomb area. I have met a 
lot of area residents who have already made me feel welcome in 
the community. I feel the area has a lot to offer and look forward to 
our family becoming a part of the community. 

I began work for the rural electric program in 1973. Matter of 
fact, my first day was in the middle of an ice storm that affected 
thousands of consumers. Not exactly what you would call ideal 
working conditions for your first day. 

The rural electric program is one that I am extremely proud to 
be associated with and happy to be a part of, because of the people 
we serve. McDonough Power has a solid track record of service 
and has demonstrated its ability to provide additional services 
needed by the membership, such as propane and security services. 
I am excited to have the opportunity to work for you and look 
forward to meeting each member of McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive. I hope you will feel free to call me or my staff if we can be of 
service to you. 

■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Office 
closings 

We will be closed the 
following dates in 
November: 

Monday, November 11 for 
Veteran’s Day: The office 
will reopen at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday, November 12. 

Thursday and Friday, 
November 28 and 29 for 
Thanksgiving: The office 
will reopen at 8 a.m. on 
Monday, December 2. 
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Veteran’s 
Day Quotes 
- Who said 

it? 

Match the quotations with these names: (answers on 
page 16d) 

President John F. Kennedy 
President George Washington 
President Gerald R. Ford 
General George S. Patton, Jr. 

Admiral Chester Nimitz 
Abraham Lincoln 
Benjamin Franklin 
President Theodore Roosevelt 

1. “The power and diversity of the Armed Forces, active Guard 
and Reserve, the resolve of our fellow citizens, the flexibility in 
our command to navigate international waters that remain 
troubled are all essential to our security.” 
2. “It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who died. Rather 
we should thank God that such men lived.” 
3. “To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of 

preserving peace.” 
4. “They that are on their guard and appear 
ready to receive their adversaries, are in 
much less danger of being attacked than the 
supine, secure and negligent.” 
5. “Honor to the soldier, and sailor every¬ 
where, who bravely bears his country’s cause. 
Honor also to the citizen who cares for his 
brother in the field, and serves, as he best 
can, the same cause.” 
6. “No man is worth his salt who is not ready 
at all times to risk his well-being, to risk his 
body, to risk his life, in a great cause.” 
7. “That is not to say that we can relax our 
readiness to defend ourselves. Our armament 
must be adequate to the needs, but our faith 

is not primarily in these machines of defense but in ourselves.” 
8. “Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that 
we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, 
support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and 
the success of liberty.” 

FILL YOUR 
PROPANE TANK NOW 

CALL 

MFC ENERGY, INC. 
BLANDINSVILLE 

(309) 652-3103 or 
(800) 635-2085 

DENVER 
(217) 743-5215 or 

(800) 213-1402 

For answers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, Manager of 
MPC Energy at Blandinsville or Jerry Ross at Denver. 
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Students 
encouraged 
to apply for 

2003 IEC 
Memorial 

Scholarships 

McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson 

Street 

RO. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 

8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

E-mail address: 

mcdonpr@macomb.com 

McDonough Power Cooperative Manager Jon Miles has an¬ 
nounced that for the eighth consecutive year, the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award $1,000 academic schol¬ 

arships to high school seniors. The four scholarships are being 
awarded through the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college education in the state 
of Illinois are eligible to participate in the program. Three of the 
four scholarships will be awarded to the child of an electric coop¬ 
erative member. The other $1,000 award will go to the child of an 
electric cooperative director or employee. Deadline for applica¬ 
tions to be returned to the cooperative is January 1, 2003. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honoring past rural leaders through me¬ 
morial gifts,” said Jon Miles. “McDonough Power Cooperative and 

the other Illinois electric cooperatives want to make a difference 
in their communities. One of the best ways we can do that is 

by lending a hand to our youth.” 
Candidates are judged on the basis of grade point 

average, college entrance exam scores, work and vol¬ 
unteer experience, school and civic activities, and a 

short essay, which demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program 
was established in 1994 by the board of direc¬ 

tors of the Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives. For further information on the IEC Memorial 

Scholarship Program, contact McDonough Power at 
(309) 833-2101, or ask your high school guidance coun¬ 

selor. 
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Answers to Veteran’s Day Quotes (pg. 16a) 
1. President Gerald R. Ford 
2. General George S. Patton 
3. President George Washington 
4. Benjamin Franklin 
5. President Abraham Lincoln 
6. President Theodore Roosevelt 
7. Admiral Chester Nimitz 
8. President John F. Kennedy 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

A message 
from 

Jon Miles 

in 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Well, it’s hard to believe we are nearing the end of another 
year. The holiday season is always a great time of year 
when we spend time with our families and reflect on 

the blessings we have received. At this time of year, I find myself 
reflecting back on my “earlier days in life” and those carefree 
times. Each one of us has our own “special memories” of being 
at home with our families. Those were special times, when the 
whole family joined together to simply enjoy the company of 
family and friends, sharing plenty of laughs and stories of days 
gone by. It is a time to go caroling. Or time to sit around the 
fireplace with some hot chocolate, visiting or just reading a good 
book. It doesn't get much better than that. 

Growing up in Kansas, I have fond memories of the holiday 
season and all the baking that went on at home. Mom always fixed 
the best meal, with all the extra fixings. And I couldn’t wait for the 
best part - the pumpkin pie. As time moves on, it is important for 
us to be grateful for what we have and to always remember the 
good times shared in these snapshots of time. 

The past year has been a good one for McDonough Power 
and we are looking forward to a great year in 2003. Your board of 
directors will attend a special strategic meeting in early 2003 to 
make decisions and determine a “road map” to guide and direct 
the path of the cooperative. There will be new ideas and plenty 
of topics discussed to chart a course for the New Year, encourage 
member involvement, and provide a higher level of service and 
reliability of electric power at your home or business. At the core 
of the meeting, the target will be to identify a plan of action to 
achieve results and be more responsive to the members needs 
that will ultimately benefit you - the consumer member. 

Not long ago, I heard a statement from the NRECA General 
Manager that I feel expresses the desire of the McDonough Power 
board of directors, management and employees to serve you 
better in coming years. I would like to share it with you. 
He said “In light of the financial markets distrust of big business 
during the past year, cooperatives are small enough to listen and 
close enough to notice the needs of a single consumer.” 
I couldn’t agree more. 

From McDonough Power Cooperative, we wish you and your 
family a wonderful holiday season filled with plenty of memories 
to last a lifetime! 

Office closing 
We will be closed on Wednesday, 
December 25th. We will reopen 
at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
December 26th. 
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Christmas 
quiz 

Answers can be 
found on page 16d 

1. What American state was 
the first to make Christmas 
an official holiday? 
a. Connecticut 
b. Alabama 
c. Alaska 
d. North Carolina 

2. What is the shape of the 
candy cane modeled after? 
a. A fish hook 
b. A constellation of stars 
c. The cane St. Nicholas 

used 
d. A shepherd’s crook 

3. What was the name of the 
dog that belonged to the 
Grinch in Dr. Seuss’ book 
“How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas”? 
a. Rudolph 
b. Toto 
c. Max 
d. Cerberus 

4. Which star led the Three 
Kings to Jesus? 
a. Star of David 
b. North Star 
c. Star of Bethlehem 
d. Angel Star 

5. What was the name of 
Scrooges’ dead business 
partner in “A Christmas 
Carol?” 

7. What brought Frosty the 
Snowman to life? 
a. Pixie Dust 
b. An old silk hat 
c. A kiss 
d. A fresh snowfall 

8. When you go Wassailing, 
what is it that you are 
doing? 
a. Giving out gifts to your 

friends and neighbors 
b. Going out in the woods 

to cut down your 
Christmas tree 

c. Challenging as many of 
your neighbors as you 
can to a snowball fight 

d. Going to visit neighbors 
and receiving goodies! 

9. In the movie “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” how do 
you know that an angel 
has received his wings? 
a. A light flashes 
b. It starts raining 
c. A trumpet sounds 
d. A bell rings 

10. Who was the author of 
“A Christmas Carol”? 
a. Hans Christian 

Anderson 
b. Charles Dickens 
c. Thomas M. Sawyer 
d. Mark Twain 

a. Jacob Marley 
b. Bob Cratchit 
c. Tiny Tim 
d. Bill Sykes 

11. Electric Christmas tree 
lights were first used in 
what year? 

6 .Where did the real 
St. Nicholas live? 
a. In Holland 
b. At the North Pole 
c. In Turkey 
d. In Germany 

a. 1925 
b. 1700 
c. 1895 
d. 1750 

Answers can be 
found on page 16d 

McDonough Power Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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CO The holidays are a time for celebration, and that means more 

cooking, lots of parties and an increased risk of fire. In 
recent years, approximately 620 fires per year have been 

started by ignition of Christmas trees in the United States. The 
following tips can help keep your family safe during the holidays. 

Holiday 
safety 

Holiday lighting 
• Take care when burning candles. Be sure they are kept away 

from decorations or other combustible materials. 

• Don’t leave children unattended in a room with lit candles, and 
always keep candles, as well as matches and lighters up high, 
out of the reach of children. 

• Don’t display lighted candles in windows or near exits in case 
you need these to escape. 

• Never use candles to decorate a Christmas tree! When 
decorating with lights be sure to purchase only those labeled 
by a testing laboratory. 

• Check for frayed or damaged cords and replace them. 

• For outside decorations, use only those lights labeled for 
outdoor use. 

• Don’t overload electrical outlets, and always unplug all lights 
before leaving home or going to sleep. 

Kitchen safety 
• Wear tight-fitting clothes when cooking; loose clothing can be 

ignited by hot burners. 

• Never leave the kitchen when something is cooking on the stove 
and always turn pot handles in. 

• Don’t store items on the stove top - they could catch fire. 

• Keep kitchen appliances clean and in good condition, and turn 
them off after use. 

• Don’t overload electrical oudets, and don’t use appliances with 
frayed or cracked wires. 

• Don’t use electrical appliances in or near water. 

Other safety tips 
• Choose a fresh Christmas tree. Cut at least 1/2 inch from the 

end of the tree for maximum water absorption. 

• Put tree in a stand that will hold a minimum of one gallon 
of water and that is designed not to tip over. 

• Place the tree well away from heat sources and exits, and 
water it daily. 

• If you purchase an artificial tree, be sure it is labeled as fire- 
retardant. 

• All decorative trim for your Christmas tree should be made 
of flame resistant material or be treated with a flame 
retardant product. 

• If you plan to hang stockings on your fireplace, don’t burn 
fires in it. 

• Choose holiday gifts wisely, passing up those that could be 
highly flammable. 

continued on page 16d 
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continued from page 16c 
According to the National Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA), approximately one tenth of one percent (0.10%) 
of residential fires involve a Christmas tree. Of all the real 
Christmas trees enjoyed during the holiday season, fewer than 
one-one thousandth of a percent (0.001%) are involved in a 
residential fire! 

Christmas trees are not as likely to be the first item ignited 
in residential fires as many other common household items: 

Newspapers and magazines 13 times more likely 
Boxes or bags 10 times more likely 
Curtains or drapes  9 times more likely 
Linens 8 times more likely 
Cleaning supplies 3 times more likely 
Clothing on a person 2 times more likely 

Stay connected with your family and friends 
during the Holiday Season and save money with 

Power Net Global 
4.94: 

All calls in Illinois 
6.94: 

All calls out of state 
Open to all residents 

- do not need to be a McDonough Power member 

ANYTIME - 24 hours per day - 7 days a week! 
• FREE to join 
• FREE calling cards 

(13.9 cents per min. anytime - no surcharge) 
• FREE 800 number 

Same rate as standard calls 
• 6 second increment billing 

• NO monthly fees 
• NO monthly premiums 
• NO term agreements 
• NO codes to dial 
• NO fly-by-night 

operation - respected carrier 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail the attached form to: McDonough Power Cooperative, PO. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

Name 

Street 

City  State 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( 

Zip 

 Social Security Number _ 

Estimated Monthly Usage _ 

Current Carrier 

( ) 

Services Desired: D Outbound D 800 D Travel Cards 

800 Service: D New □ Existing To Ring To: ( 

□ Number of Cards Requested 

) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on 
the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make 
the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 

Christmas quiz Answers from page 16b 
T. b; 2. d; 3. c; 4. c; 5. a; 6. c; 7. b; 8. d; 9. d; 10. b; 11. c. 
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