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Hoof & Paw Boarding and Grooming 

TOP PHOTO: ( 
Pictured are the ^ 
owners of Hoof & Paw. 
From left: Andrea, 
Ron, Cindy and Tyler 
Bouslog. 

RIGHT PHOTO: Andrea 
grooms a dog after ^ H 
first earning its trust. 

The Bouslog family 
has boarded several of 

the customs dogs 
they would have loved 
to adopt themselves. 

Ron and Cindy Bouslog and their 
daughter Andrea Bouslog Gross opened 
their family business, Hoof & Paw 
Boarding & Grooming in February 2000. 
The family business is located four 
miles southeast of Paris, IL on the Lower 
Terre Haute Road. The facility, which 
opened almost two years ago, includes 
12 indoor - outdoor runs and several 
large pens inside the building for very 
small dogs. The boarding facility in¬ 
cludes four exercise yards where the 
dogs play and the kennel is climate con¬ 
trolled. Boarding fees are charged by the 
number of days the dog stays at the facil¬ 
ity. The owners are asked to bring the 
dog’s food and shot records. The owners 
can bring anything that would make the 
dog feel more at home, such as blan¬ 
kets, pillows, toys and treats. 

Andrea Bouslog Gross manages and 
owns the grooming facility. Her method 
of grooming does not require tranquiliz¬ 
ers or muzzles. She’s very gentle with 
the dogs and works slowly until the dog 
trusts her. Gener¬ 
ally Gross does not 
have any problems 
with the dogs. “Ev¬ 
ery dog has a differ¬ 
ent personality. If 
you warm up to the 
dog, they will let 
you trim them,” 
Gross said. For a 
small fee the facility 
also offers a tub where customers can 
“do-it-yourself” by bringing your own 
supplies. This concept is quite popular 
in larger metropolitan cities. 

Hoof and Paw, which normally pro¬ 

vides kennel service for people leaving 
town on vacation, became involved in 
the U.S. Customs Canine Program earlier 
last year. The facility, a state licensed 
boarding kennel, is one of a few facilities 

used in the United States to take care of 
dogs who have been trained or going on 
to training to serve our country. These 
dogs will move on to security jobs, sniff¬ 
ing out explosives, illegal drugs, large 
amounts of money and illegal guns. 
They can help keep America safe and 
free of terrorism. 

The customs dogs are taken out of 
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animal shelters where they are 
waiting to be put to sleep. The 
U.S. customs agent gives the 
dog a test and if the dog passes, 
they go on to receive training. 
The dogs play fetch with train¬ 
ers with towels that have 
the scent of various drugs. 
The job turns out to be 
a game for the dog. 

When a trained 
dog smells drugs 
in luggage in an 
airport, he smells 
something that 
reminds him of 
his play toy. He 
reacts to the 
smell by trying to 
get his “toy.” It’s 
all positive and 
fun for the 
trained dog. The 
kennel is very 
busy when the customs dogs arrive, 
generally watching several at a time in 
route to Front Royal, Virginia. Some¬ 
times the dogs stay two to three weeks at 
a time. The dogs selected for the pro¬ 
gram range in age from 1-3 years old. 
They are energetic and aggressive, and 
are usually labs, retrievers or German 
Shepards. 

The U.S. Custom Service began tak¬ 
ing stray dogs from animal shelters in 
April 2000, hoping to save useful and 
talented dogs from being put to sleep. 
The Custom Service needs about 400 
new dogs a year. The canine procure¬ 
ment officers try to find about 800 dogs 

Pictured are the exercise yards on 
the south side of Hoof & Paw and the 
kennels on the north side. 

••• 
each year because 50 percent fail 
at the final stage of testing. What hap¬ 
pens if a customs dog fails the 
test? The customs service has 
made it a point to find good 
homes for all the dogs who do 
not pass the final test. 

The Bouslog family has 
boarded several of the cus¬ 
toms dogs they would have 
loved to adopt themselves. 
They are happy with the arrange¬ 
ment between their kennel and m 
the U.S. Customs Service and ^ 
hope they can continue to help 
the agency save more dogs from 

••• 

being put to sleep. 
Even though the kennel works with 

the customs service, they also have sev¬ 
eral locally owned dogs that visit their 

I boarding and grooming facility. The 
dogs exercise regularly in the play 

yards, can be groomed and manicured 
during their stay and made feel right at 
home. Hoof and Paw Boarding and 
Grooming is open Monday-Friday from 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.and open until noon on 

Saturday. They also have drop off or 
pick-up on Sunday evening. The 

^ kennel can be contacted at 466- 
5488 or 463-2501. 

calendars now! ★ You don’t want to miss it! 
When: Saturday, March 2, 2002 

Where: Crestwood School 
Who: All Electric & Propane Members 

Great Entertainment by Kyle Finley with his “Live Line Demo” 
Bring the kids, grandkids, and friends!! You don’t want to miss Kyle demonstrate ways to be safe around electricity! 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • RO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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We’re here for you... 
* ksi fU i» 14/1 n b c 

When you work for a propane company, one thing remains the same year 

after year: The more the temperatures drop, the more the telephone rings! 

The customer service representatives from EnerStar Resources are here to 

assist you with your propane orders and answer your billing questions. We’re 

here for you... right when you need us! 

Standing left, 

Debbie Biemick; 

right, Shirley 
Shumaker. 

May your holidays be 

merry, bright... 

and safe 

It’s time to decorate for the holidays! 

To play it safe, keep these tips in mind. 

As you unpack your electric decora¬ 

tions, carefully inspect them for cracked 

sockets, frayed wires and loose connec¬ 

tions that could cause a shock or fire. 

If you buy new lights or other electric 

decorations, be sure that they’re approved 

by a national laboratory such as UL, and 

that they’re appropriate for the use you 

intend— indoors or outdoors. 

When decorating your home with 

lights, be careful not to nail or staple 

through the light cords or any extension 

cords you’re using. You could damage the 

wire or insulation, which could lead to 

an electrical shock or fire. But do fasten 

outdoor lights securely to trees, the house, 

walls or other firm support to protect from 

wind damage. Wide staples that hold the 

cord without puncturing it will do the job. 

Don’t overload extension cords or allow 

them to run through water or snow on the 

ground. Be sure to use extension cords 

approved for outdoor use when you decorate 

outside. And use no more than three 

standard-size sets of lights per single 

extension cord. 

Always turn off all electrical lights and 

decorations before leaving home or going 

to bed. 

Source: National Electrical Safety Foundation 
www.nesf.org. Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 

mission www.cpsc.gov. 

ACRE: Reaching new heights 

Membership in ACRE®, the political action committee of rural 

electric co-ops, has expanded to 25,138—the largest number of 

contributors that the organization has ever reported to the Federal 

Election Commission. 

Mike Whelan, who manages ACRE, said the increase in members 

surpasses by an entire year the 25,000-member goal the association 

set in 2001.Whelan credited politically active managers, directors 

and statewide employees for the boost of 1,969 ACRE members in 

the last year. 

At the recent annual meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives, EnerStar Power received special recognition for having 

100 percent employee and director contributions. EnerStar has 

received the honor for many years. 

Dena G. Stoner, NRECA vice president of government relations, said that ACRE, 

formed in 1966, is among the oldest political action committees in Washington, and it 

is also one of the largest grassroots groups—creating a forceful voice for electric co-ops. 

“Our strength is our numbers,” Stoner said. “Investor-owned utilities outspend us, 

but legislators know that we truly represent our members.” 

Tom Hentz, CEO/President of EnerStar, expressed his sincere thanks to the EnerStar 

employees. “It is because of their financial support our voice is heard in Springfield 

and Washington.” 

Tom DeWitt, director from EnerStar 

Power, receives a plaque from Tim 

Reeves in recognition of EnerStar’s 

support to ACRE. 

Office dosing 
EnerStar will be closed 

December 24 and December 25 

for the Christmas holiday and 

December 31 and January 1 

for the New Years holiday. 
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Low income energy assistance available 
The Low Income Energy Assistance 

Program (LIHEAP) is designed to assist 
eligible households pay for winter energy 
services. LIHEAP will provide a one-time 
benefit to eligible households to be used 
for energy bills. The amount of the pay¬ 
ment is determined by income, household 
size, fuel type and geographic location. 

An overdue bill or cut-off notice is not 
required. You do not have to own your 
home or pay energy bills directly to be eli¬ 
gible for assistance. Emergency assistance 
may be available if your household is dis¬ 
connected from an energy source needed 
for heating and/or if a delivered-fuel sup¬ 
plier has refused to deliver and the tank 
contains 10 percent or less. 

In east-central Illinois, monies from 
the LIHEAP program are administered 
through the Embarrass River Basin Agency 
(ERBA). Assistance for reconnection will 
only be provided to households that have 

made a good faith effort to maintain their 
energy services, or can pay a portion of the 
amount owed for reconnection. 

ERBA accepts applications for as¬ 
sistance on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. When applying for assistance, 
you need the following information: (1) 
Proof of gross income from all household 
members for the 30-day period prior to 
application date: (2) A copy of your cur¬ 
rent heat and electric bills; (3) Proof of 
Social Security numbers for all household 
members; (4) If a member of your house¬ 
hold received TANF, you must bring their 
“Medical Eligibility Card”; (5) If you rent 
your home, proof of your rental agree¬ 
ment, which must state your monthly rent 
amount, may be necessary. 

If you think you might be eligible for as¬ 

sistance, you should contact ERBA directly. 

Representatives can be reached at 465-4911 in 

Edgar County or 932-5272 in Clark County. 

Maintaining your water heater 
Your water heater is one of your home’s 

hardest working appliances. A little mainte¬ 
nance can improve its efficiency, speed its 
ability to heat water and lengthen its life. 

One of the best ways to save water 
heating energy and to extend your water 
heater’s life is to lower the thermostat to a 
cooler setting. A setting of 120° F provides 
sufficient hot water for most families, 
reduces the chance of scalding, and de¬ 
creases wear on your water heater’s tank. 

Read the manufacturer’s instructions 
to learn how to adjust your water heater’s 
thermostats, and be sure to turn the power 
off before opening the covers on an electric 
heater. Use a thermometer to gauge the 
temperature at each faucet in your home. 

Corrosion, scale and sediment are the 
enemies of your water heater: 
• Corrosion happens faster in hotter wa¬ 
ter. Your water heater is built with a sacrifi¬ 
cial anode that helps protect the steel tank 
by providing a replaceable component that 
sacrifices itself to the naturally occurring 
corrosive compounds in the water. This 
anode should be replaced periodically. 
• Scale is the solid material that is normally 
within solution in water. Again, scaling hap¬ 
pens more quickly at high temperatures. 
Scale reduces the efficiency of your water 

heater by clinging to the electric elements, or 
by coating the top of the gas burner. 
• Sediment is small particles of debris 
that settle out on the bottom of your water 
heater. A drain valve at the bottom of every 
water heater provides a way to drain sedi¬ 
ment from the tank. If sediment covers 
the elements of an electric water heater, 
they’ll quickly burn out. Gas water heaters 
are also less efficient if the burner is cov¬ 
ered with a layer of insulating sediment. If 
your water heater rumbles or makes other 
noises, you probably have a build up of 
sediment in the tank. 

For more information about maintain¬ 
ing your water heater, point 
your web browser to http:// 
waterheaterrescue.com 

Help your 
propane driver 
Plan ahead: keep driveways 
clear, call ahead for deliveries 

With winter just around the corner and 
in anticipation of significant snow accu¬ 
mulation, drifting driveways can make pro¬ 
pane deliveries difficult. Even though the 
trucks are large, they can still get stuck. 
And undoubtedly, the extra time needed 
can delay propane deliveries for everyone. 

You can help your propane driver make 
his deliveries quickly and efficiently. First, 
lanes and driveways to your home or farm 
should be cleared at least 12 feet across to 
accommodate the large truck. Make sure 
the truck has an area for turning around 
if necessary. 

Secondly, some words of advice to cus¬ 
tomers who call in to order their propane 
.. .PLAN AHEAD! Will-call deliveries are 
scheduled when the driver is in the area. 
Therefore, you need to call about three 
days before the requested delivery date. 
Your tank gauge should read between 20 
percent and 30 percent. In a cold snap, 
calling in your order with a tank read¬ 
ing less than 20 percent can put you in a 
“critical stage.” You can run out of propane 
before the delivery. This leads to additional 
time and money needed for the delivery. 

Due to legal reasons and insurance 
requirements, propane delivery companies 
are required to perform a pressure test on 
any deliveries where the tank gauge is 
“unreadable.” This would mean any 
reading below' 5 percent. 

To avoid the trouble of having to 
“watch the tank,” members can sign 
up for the automatic delivery program. 
EnerStar will top off the tank when in the 
member’s area. Call the propane office for 
more details on how the program works. 

But regardless, save yourself time and 
money, call 
ahead and be 
prepared for 
your winter 
propane deliveries. 

m Source: Saturn ResourceManagement (www.residential-energy.com) 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ^ DECEMBER 2002 www.enerstar.com 



Patty Berry retires 
Patty Berry retired December 31, 

2001 after 21 years of service with 

EnerStar Power Corp. Patty worked in 

the Billing Department for 10 years and 

as a Cost Accountant for the remaining 

eleven years. Patty and her husband 

Allen have two children, Darrel Berry of 

Springfield and Annette Burch or Paris. 

They also have two lovely grand¬ 

daughters, Rebecca Burch, 8 and 

Brianna Burch, 5. Patty is an active 

member of Lake Ridge Christian 

Church in Paris. After retirement 

Patty plans to travel and enjoy time 

with her family. 

Patty Berry & Thomas J. Hentz, 

president/CEO of EnerStar Power 

“PREPARED 
for the unexpected 

Are you prepared for an emer- 

t gency? When the inevitable 

winter snows and ice storms arrive, 

will you know what to do if you have a 

power failure? Do you have a survival 

kit in your vehicle in case you are 

stranded in bad weather? Here are 

some suggestions to make sure that 

you and your family are prepared for 

whatever emergency may arise. 

A survival kit for your home or ve¬ 

hicle should include six basics: water, 

food, first aid kit, clothing, tools or 

emergency supplies and special 

items. Store a three-day supply of wa¬ 

ter in plastic containers. Allot one gal¬ 

lon of water per day per person: two 

quarts for drinking and two quarts for 

food preparation/sanitation. 

Store a three-day supply of non- 

perishable food for each person. Se¬ 

lect items that are compact, 

lightweight and require little or no 

cooking, such as ready-to-eat canned 

meats, fruits, vegetables, juice and 

high energy foods such as unsalted 

nuts, dried fruits or hard candy. 

Include these basics in your first 

aid kit: sterile adhesive bandages, 

safety pins, soap, latex gloves, sun¬ 

screen, scissors, tweezers, a needle, 

antiseptic, a thermometer and petro¬ 

leum jelly. Also be sure to include 

non-prescription drugs such as aspi¬ 

rin or nonaspirin pain reliever, anti-diar¬ 

rhea medication, antacid and syrup of 

Ipecac (especially for young children 

when advised by poison control). Pre¬ 

scription medications should be kept 

current and available. 

Tools or emergency supplies should 

include working flashlights and extra 

batteries, paper or plastic cups, plates 

and utensils, a battery operated radio, a 

non-electric can opener, matches in a 

waterproof container and tools to turn 

off household gas and water if needed. 

Your car survival kit should also in¬ 

clude a fire extinguisher, signal flares, 

maps of the area, shovel, battery jumper 

cables and a bag of salt or cat litter. 

In addition, include necessary toi¬ 

letries such as toilet paper, soap, 

feminine supplies, personal hygiene 

items, disinfectant and household 

chlorine bleach for sanitizing. 

Store at least one complete 

change of clothing, including foot¬ 

wear, for each person in your sur¬ 

vival kit. Rain gear, blankets, 

sleeping bags, hats, gloves, thermal 

underwear and sunglasses should 

be included both at home and in 

the vehicle emergency kit. 

Include some games and books 

to help pass the time, especially if 

you have children with you that 

may become bored easily. If you 

have infants, always make sure you 

have extra formula, bottles and dia¬ 

pers at home and in your vehicle. 

Store your emergency survival 

kit in a backpack, duffel bag or even 

a covered plastic container. Water 

and food should be checked and re¬ 

placed every six months. Check and 

replace the batteries in your emer¬ 

gency kits at least once a year. 

For more information on emer¬ 

gency survival kits and winter pre¬ 

paredness, visit the National Safety 

Council website at www.nsc.org and 

the American Red Cross website at 

www.redcross.org. 

OQ 
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Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 
and Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Through 

! 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13-9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Corn Belt Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. and Shelby Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Illinois Cooperative 
Association, Inc. (Clear Talk), is offering long distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State 
of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per 
minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. 
Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day-7 
days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-888-414-4116 
Mail application to: Clear Talk, 11596 IL Hwy 1, Paris, IL 61944 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-877-990-7466 

DETACH HERE 

Name   Social Security Number  

Street City State Zip  

Telephone Numbers ( ) -  ( ) -  ( ) -  

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested  
*lf 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  

I (existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, to transfer my Interlata and Intralata (local toll) long distance service. I agree 
I to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit 
' for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

! Customer Signature    Date  
' Illinois Cooperative Association 
I  
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63rd Annual Meeting of Members 
Mark your calendars now! Saturday, 
March 2, 2002, will mark the 63rd year 
that EnerStar Power has been providing 
electric service to the rural areas of Clark, 
Edgar, Douglas, Coles, and Vermillion 
counties. Once again, Crestwood School in 
Paris, located on US Route 150, will be the 
site of the meeting. Member registration 

will be begin at 7:00 a. m. with the tradi¬ 
tional pancake and sausage breakfast be¬ 
ing served from 7:00-9:30 a.m. Kyle Finley 
will be providing this year’s entertainment 
with his “Live Line Demo.” Kyle will put 
on two shows: one at 8:00 a.m. and the 
other at 9:00 a.m. If you have not had the 
opportunity to see one of Kyle’s shows, 

United we stand 

The horrific events of last September 
have made us all take a good look at our 
country and why it has survived through¬ 
out the years. All around the world the 
United States is the example of freedom, 
democracy and strength. When other 
countries feel threatened or need assis¬ 
tance, they call on the United States, but 
why? It’s because the United States works 
on a united front at home. While the lead¬ 
ers of our country may disagree on some 
issues, they still support the common val¬ 
ues, goals and objectives of our country. 
The old saying, “united we stand, divided 
we fall,” has rung true in the U.S,for 
many years. 

Democratically governed, electric co¬ 
operatives work in much the same way. 
They formed a united front with their 
communities and other cooperatives from 
the start, and it’s what’s kept them strong 
for some 60 years. 

From the beginning, when no other 
electric utility would venture into rural 
areas to set poles, string lines, build 
substations and configure what is now 
an amazing rural electric system, farmers 

unified and created co-ops. No single 
farmer could’ve handled the task alone. 
It took a unified effort to fight to make 
it work and that continues to be that 
way today. 

When an issue needing a vote comes 
before your cooperative, it requires not 
just one vote, but the unified voice of the 
co-op’s membership that allows an issue 
to move forward for resolution. Unique 
compared stockholders voting, at your 
co-op each vote carries equal weight. 
Through unity, co-ops can pool resources 
like employees, materials and funding to 
achieve a far greater result than they 
could alone. This has been demonstrated 
time and again when tragic weather-related 
disasters affect our co-ops and their 
members. In no time, emergency plans 
are in place to bring linemen, equipment 
and tools from one co-op to another 
co-op’s service area to restore service 
quickly. And, once the dust has settled 
and the damage is assessed, clean up in 
the area occurs not by one person, but 
by the entire community. 

Much like the events of September 11, 
there are times when outside factors 

please make an effort to attend this year’s 
meeting to watch his lesson on electric 
safety. It could save your life or the life of 
someone you know. The business meeting 
will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. A variety 
of great door prizes that have been do¬ 
nated by area vendors will be given away 
throughout the meeting. 

threaten the very foundation on which 
co-ops were built. Through the NRECA 
and the AIEC, your co-op is part of a net¬ 
work of co-ops that, in a unified effort, 
work to combat these threats. It is evident 
each year when a number of co-op lead¬ 
ers travel to Washington D.C. The congres¬ 
sional and legislative leaders who represent 
us recognize the co-op community as an 
important body. When issues that will af¬ 
fect our members are at stake, we join 
forces across the nation. The co-ops come 
together with a common purpose in writ¬ 
ing the letters, sending the e-mails and 
making the personal visits and phone 
calls. A single call won’t do it. And 
throughout the years, when those 
leaders must make decisions on what 
issues to support, they’ll be more likely 
to remember co-op issues. 

Together, co-ops have a solid founda¬ 
tion and you can be assured they’ll still be 
here in the future to serve you the way we 
always have - with integrity, accountability, 
innovation and commitment to your com¬ 
munity. It’s just the co-op way. 
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Nominating Committee met December 6 

A meeting of the Nominating Commit¬ 

tee for the purpose of selecting nominees 

for Directors of EnerStar Power Corp was 

held on December 6, 2001, commencing 

at 10:00 a.m. 

The roll call was taken, and the follow¬ 

ing members were present: 

Don Veach Kevin Julian 

Stan Stark William George 

Jerry Parsley John H. Delap 

Tom Hentz, President, and Steve Garst, 

Attorney, were also present. 

Upon motion by Don Veach, seconded 

by Kevin Julian, Stan Stark was appointed 

Chairman. Motion was carried unanimously. 

Upon motion by Jerry Parsley, seconded 

by William George, Kevin Julian was appointed 

Secretary. Motion was carried unanimously. 

Knowing how to vote 

• If only one person signed the mem¬ 

bership application, then only that 

person is allowed to vote. The mem¬ 

bership belongs to the person that 

signed the membership application. 

• If a husband and wife both signed the 

membership application, then either 

party may cast one vote for that mem¬ 

bership. Sometimes, a membership 

was taken out before the member was 

married. In that case, the new spouse 

may not vote for the membership. A 

single membership can easily be 

made joint by simply filling out a 

form. Call our office for more details. 

The Chairman then declared the meeting 

duly organized for the transaction of business, 

and called for nominations of candidates: 

District 1, the Townships of Kansas and 

Grandview in Edgar County, Illinois; those 

portions of the Townships of Bowdre and 

Sargent served by Enerstar Power Corp in 

Douglas County, Illinois; those portions of 

the Townships of Ashmore and East Oak¬ 

land served by Enerstar Power Corp in 

Coles County, Illinois; and those portions 

of the Township of Westfield served by 

Enerstar Power Corp in Clark County, Illi¬ 

nois, a motion was made by Don Veach, 

seconded by Jerry Parsley, and unani¬ 

mously approved, nominating Jeff 

Zimmerman for District 1. 

District 4, the Townships of Elbridge and 

Symmes in Edgar County, Illinois, a motion 

• If you pay your landlord for the electrical 

usage at a location and their name is 

on the top line of the bill, you are not 

able to vote for that location. The 

membership belongs to the landlord. 

• If a parent or relative dies and you 

are appointed executor, you cannot 

vote for that membership. It does 

not transfer. A membership transfers 

to the surviving spouse only if it was 

a joint membership. 

was made by William George, seconded by 

Stan Stark, and unanimously approved, 

nominating Carrol Drake for District 4. 

Propane District 2, the geographical 

area in Illinois and Indiana served by 

Enerstar Power Corp, doing business as 

Enerstar Resources, lying south of a line 

running parallel to the Clark-Edgar Coun¬ 

ties’ borderline and with the same latitude 

as the Clark-Edgar Counties’ borderline, a 

motion was made by Jerry Parsley, sec¬ 

onded by William George, and unani¬ 

mously approved, nominating Tom 

Murphy for Propane District 2. 

A motion was then made by Don Veach, 

seconded by Jerry Parsley, and also unani¬ 

mously approved, to close all nominations. 

There being no other business, the 

meeting adjourned. 

Board of Directors 

District 3 K. David Hollis 

Chairman, Paris 

Propane Tom Murphy 

District 2 Vice Chairman, 

Marshall 

Propane John Fell 

District 1 Secretary/Treasurer, 

Kansas 

District 2 Tom DeWitt 

Director, Brocton 

District 1 Garold Farthing 

Director, Hindsboro 

District 5 Gene Higginbotham 

Director, Martinsville 

District 6 Larry Welsh 

Director, Marshall 

District 4 Carrol Drake 

Director, Paris If you have any further questions regarding your membership status, please contact 

the EnerStar Power office in Paris, 11. We will be more that happy to assist you with any 

questions you may have regarding your account. 

Each year before the Annual Meeting, EnerStar likes to remind all of our members of 

the specific voting rights. Please read the following points that thoroughly explains who 

can and cannot vote at the annual meeting. 

EnerStar Power Corp 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • RO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p m. M-F 
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L'vJz Oz/'jy, J.JZ 
Mark your 

calendars 

NOW! 
You don’t 

want to 

miss it! 

Great Entertainment by Kyle Finley with his “Live Line Demo” 

Bring the kids, grandkids, and friends!! You don’t want to miss Kyle 

demonstrate ways to be safe around electricity! 

When: Saturday, March 2, 2002 • Where: Crestwood School 

Who: All Electric & Propane Members 

0oWp|if' 

cw 
it'ARE* 

Computer Wares, Inc. 
130 N. Main St, Paris, IL 61944 (217) 465-5233 

LOCAL INTERNET ACCESS 

• No Waiting 

• No Long Distance Charges 

• Professional Service 

• World Wide Web 

• E-mail 

• First 3 months for $30. 

OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE 

• Domain Name Registration 

• Web Server for your Domain 

• E-mail for your Domain 

• Multiple User Network Access 

• Web Page Design 

Local Phone Numbers for: Paris, Brocton, Marshall, Chrisman, West Union, Vermillion, Hume/Metcalf 

Redmon, Casey, Kansas, Westfield and Martinsville 
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Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 
and Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Through 

is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13-9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Com Belt Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. and Shelby Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Illinois Cooperative 
Association, Inc. (Clear Talk), is offering long distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State 
of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per 
minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day-7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-888-414-4116 
Mail application to: Clear Talk, 11596 IL Hwy 1, Paris, IL 61944 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1 -877-990-7466 

DETACH HERE 

 Social Security Number  

City State Zip 

I Telephone Numbers ( ) - ( ) - ( ) -  i 

| Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested  | 
| *lf 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  

(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

] I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, to transfer my Interlata and Intralata (local toll) long distance | 
' service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only ' 
I on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. I 

I Customer Signature  Date  I 
I Illinois Cooperative Association 

I I 
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EnerStan Your total energy supplier 
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www.enerstar.com • Paris, Illinois 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

Attention all members! We need your help! 

In an effort to better serve our mem¬ 
bers with speedy, reliable service, we need 
to ask each of you for a few minutes of your 
time. EnerStar is updating the membership 
files and needs all of your current informa¬ 
tion. This information includes the name 
on the account, the account number, your 
911 address and your current telephone 
number. Let us explain why. 

In the past couple of years all rural 
addresses have been switched to 911 
addresses so that emergency personnel 

can find your home quickly in the event of 
an emergency. EnerStar has also made 
this switch. We can now identify you in the 
event of an emergency from your 911 ad¬ 
dress. This change is being done to better 
serve YOU! If an outage occurs, our em¬ 
ployees will be able to locate you and pro¬ 
vide you with quick service. 

In the event that you have multiple ac¬ 
counts at your home, please list all accounts 
on the bottom portion of this sheet. For ex¬ 
ample, you may have a meter on your home 

and a meter on a garage that is not attached 
to your home. It is important that you list 
both of those meters. Other examples may 
be a grain bin, a bam or a shed. If these fa¬ 
cilities each have a separate meter, please 
list the others on the back of the paper. Your 
account number and/or meter number may 
be taken right from the meter. 

If you have any questions regarding 
multiple accounts, please call EnerStar to 
verify your account(s). We appreciate your 
assistance in this matter. 

Name on Account: John Doe 

Telephone Number: (217) 555-2222 

Account # 1: 12345 

Address: 555IL Hwv 1 - Home 

Account #2: 12346 

Address# 2: 555 IL Hwv 1 - Grain bin, waterwell barn, garage, etc. 

1 

PLEASE CUT OFF AND RETURN WITH YOUR NEXT PAYMENT 

Your information: 

Name on Account: 

Telephone Number: 

Account #1:   

Address:   

Account #2:   

Address: 

I am an EnerStar Resources Customer: EH YES O NO 

Thank you for your help! 
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OPD valves need upgraded 

Overfill Prevention Device fitted valves 

are the result of extensive research into 

improving gas safety. The new OPD vales 

prevent overfilling of gas cylinders, mak¬ 

ing filling and using gas cylinders safer 

then ever before. They are also compatible 

with your current gas appliances so it is 

easy to upgrade. 

Older style valves were more suscep¬ 

tible to overfilling, leaving no room for the 

liquid propane to expand. As a result, gas 

may escape, creating a potentially hazard¬ 

ous situation. OPD valves solve this prob¬ 

lem by using a special float, which rises 

during refilling, to block the filling process 

when the tank is 80 percent full. 

The 1998 revision of the National Fire 

Protection Association’s Pamphlet 58 re¬ 

quires that all cylinders, 4 lb. (1.8 kg) 

through 40 lb. (18 kg), fabricated after 

September 30,1998 shall be equipped 

with an OPD valve. Further, any cylinders 

of these sizes that are re-qualified must 

be equipped with an OPD valve. If your 

cylinder is over 12 years old, it must be 

re-qualified before it can be refilled. It will 

be retrofitted with an OPD valve at the 

time of re-qualification. You can find the 

date of manufacture on the upper collar 

of your 20# cylinder. Effective April 1, 

2002, no cylinder will be filled unless it is 

equipped with an OPD. 

If you have any questions about the 

proper way of changing your OPD valve, 

please contact the EnerStar Resources of¬ 

fice for more information. 

Source: Manchester Tank 

How to identify an OPD Valve: 
Typical old-style 

handwheel 

New OPD 

handwheel 
(Each manufacturer has 

their own style.) 
(All manufacturers will 

use the same shape.) 

The OPD handwheel is 
permanently mounted, 
and is NOT replaceable. 

OPD forged in brass 

“OPD’’ stamp 

Annual 
Meeting 

i 
Update I 

Due to the timing of the Annual Meeting and publication 

deadlines, information regarding the Annual Meeting will 

appear in the April issue of this publication. EnerStar 

appreciates your cooperation and understanding. 

EnerStar Power Corp 

11597IL Hwy 1 • RO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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Concern for 

ne of the seven basic principles 

that cooperatives follow is con¬ 

cern for community. After all, cooperatives 

were formed more than 60 years ago to 

serve a basic need in their communities. 

While focusing on member needs, 

cooperatives work for the sustainable 

development of their communities. We 

provide a reliable source of energy. We 

help your local schools and students. 

We provide additional services to improve 

the quality of your life. And we are work¬ 

ing with local leaders to bring new jobs 

and opportunity to our communities. 

We live and work here too, that’s what 

makes us different. We’re Illinois’ 

electric cooperatives. 
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For All Your Two-Way Radio Needs 

For More information Contact: 
Talk Communications 

R.T. 1 N. Box 1087 
Paris, II. 61944 

Toll Free, 1-888-400-4600 

Rural electric cooperative based, which means stability in your 
communications system/provider. 

Technology for wide-area communications, not just a single site area. 
Instant access, no waiting to communicate with your work force. 
Clear full quality analog audio. 
Low rates, pricing specific for your business’s needs to increase the 

efficiency of your operations. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597II Hwy 1 • P0. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p m. M-F 
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EnerStar Your total energy supplier 

www. enerstar. com • Paris, Illinois 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

The newly elected board is shown being congratulated by Tom Hentz, President/CEO of EnerStar. From left are 
Hentz, Carrol Drake of Paris, Jeff Zimmerman of Oakland and Tom Murphy of Marshall. 

Members of EnerStar Power Corp, an 
energy cooperative based in Paris, learned 
about changes in rates, propane services, 
phone services and deregulation. Members 
attending the co-op’s 63rd annual meeting 
Saturday, March 2, at Crestwood School in 
Paris, elected Jeff Zimmerman of Oakland 
to the board of directors and re-elected Tom 
Murphy of Marshall and Carrol Drake of 
Paris to three-year terms. 

Tom Hentz, President/CEO, informed 
members of the May 1, 2002 expiration of 
the cooperative’s current contract with 
Cinergy Power. A new contract has been 
negotiated with CMS/MST in Jackson, 
Michigan for the next five years. Due to 
increases in power costs, it will be neces¬ 
sary to have a small 5-7 percent residential 
rate increase. Hentz reminded members 
that, “A little more than one year ago, the 
residential rates decreased 33 percent.” He 

added, “We are continually looking at ways 
to lower our incoming power costs, and 
with this new contract we are able to make 
additional purchases from the market. We 
are going to be able to hold that energy rate, 
making the next five years a very stable 
period for us.” 

Last June, EnerStar announced a new 
complete rate program for members who 
receive all of their energy from EnerStar 
Power and EnerStar Resources. Members 
with an all-electric home or that use 
EnerStar electricity and propane receive a 
1/2 cent kwh reduction in their electric 
bill. Hentz encouraged eligible members 
to check their electric bills to be sure they 
are receiving the lower rate. 

The propane business has also prepared 
several new customer programs. More 
efficient routes have been created and mem¬ 
bers are encouraged to sign up for the 

keep-full program. This will allow the 
propane division to keep propane tanks 
full, eliminating travel time for propane 
employees. “More efficient routing means 
lower costs to us. And we are going to pass 
those savings on to you through a keep 
full discount,” said Hentz. New pricing for 
tank setting, senior citizens, and referral 
programs are also in the works. 

He also talked about what electric cus¬ 
tomer choice means for the cooperative. “At 
EnerStar, we believe customer choice is 
a great thing. The commercial load on 
EnerStar Power has choice today once 
another utility makes application to serve. 
On May 1, as a member of EnerStar, you 
will also have a choice of where you buy your 
energy,” said Hentz. “If we can’t provide a 
reasonable cost of power and energy to you, 
you ought to be able to go out and buy your 
energy from another company. We think that 
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our energy1 cost will be very attractive.” 

Participation in customer choice also 

enables the cooperative to be an ARES 

(Alternative Retail Electric Supplier) and 

serve loads in other utility service areas. 

EnerStar Power subsidiaries Clear 

Talk and Computer Wares went through 

some changes last year. Clear Talk (the 

Communication Division) is changing its 

service to a flat rate instead of a per minute 

cost, as suggested by the members. 

Computer Wares (the Internet Division) has 

added more bandwidth to its Internet ser¬ 

vice and will be able to serve a greater load. 

In April 2002 complete rate members will 

receive a discount on Internet services 

through Computer Wares. 

Lastly, Hentz talked to members about 

the changes planned in April for the 

cooperative’s automatic telephone 

answering service. “You have told us you 

didn’t like the telephone service and we 

listened and believe that it needs to be 

changed.” said Hentz. The cooperative 

will have personnel designated to answer 

phones at the cooperative, and the auto¬ 

matic system will provide backup. 

The automatic service will, still be used 

to answer outage calls at night. “That’s the 

real reason we put in the system, because 

we could take large chunks of outage calls 

and identify' them on the computer screen 

with your telephone and location number, 

and that translates into dispatching linemen 

in a more efficient manner.” Hentz con¬ 

cluded by saying, “We sometimes make 

mistakes, and the phone system is one of 

them, but we’re going to correct it and have 

a friendly voice that answers the phone.” 

In other business Secretary-Treasurer 

John Fell of Kansas gave a financial report. 

He reported that the total loss for the 

year was $520,723. This is a significant 

decrease from last year and was another 

planned deficit. Positive margins 

exceeding $500,000 are planned for the 

current year. 

EnerStar Power is a not-for-profit 

cooperative serving homes, farms and 

businesses located in mostly rural areas of 

Clark. Coles, Douglas, Edgar and Vermilion 

counties. The co-op is also a member of 

Touchstone Energy — an alliance of more 

than 550 local, consumer-owned electric 

utilities around the country, committed to 

providing superior service based on four 

core principles: integrity', accountability, 

innovation and commitment to community. 

Members of the Clark Edgar Rural Water District board discuss their 

project with members. 

EnerStar lineman cooked 

pancakes for the hungry crowd 

Members lined up after the meeting to collect their door prizes 

The family readiness group from the National Guard was present to talk to 

members 
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Attendance PRIZE winners 
2001 Donation 
Curtis Industries Hat 
Cat Food 
$20 EnerStar Electric Credit 

Vendor 
Ron Bouslog, Curtis Industries 
Effingham Equity 
EnerStar Power 

Winner Name 
Leon Shotts 

Atlas 
T & R Services Hat 
Certificate for 1 Bag of Pork Burgers 

Terry Elston - State Farm Insurance 
T & R Services 
Mikes Meat Shop 

Dean Perisho 

T & R Electric Hat 
Crock Pot 

T & R Electric 
Elasco 

Gerald & Virginia Keller 

Curtis Industries Hat 
Golf Balls 
Silver Eagle Coin 
Portfolio 

Ron Bouslog, Curtis Industries 
T & R Service 
Citizens National Bank 
Farm Credit Services 

Donald & Faye Camp 

Basket of Cleaning Supplies Dl Supply Laymon & Sharon Davison 

T & R Electric Hat 
Portable Work Lamp 

T & R Electric 
Drage Scruggs 

Darrel & Pat Macke 

Curtis Industries Hat 
Atlas 
Grease Gun 

Ron Bouslog, Curtis Industries 
Kelly Potter - State Farm Insurance 
lllini FS 

Sherry Phillips 

Bathtub Frogs 
Tupperware Set 

Integrity Pool & Spa 
Pool’s Servicestar 

Wayne Hooker 

Dog Chow 
20 lb. Cylinder Fill 

Paris Feed and Animal Health 
EnerStar Resources 

Wayne & Marilyn Harris 

Security Light 
Silver Eagle Coin 

Wesco 
Citizens National Bank 

Madison & Laura Baird 

Set of Candles 
Gift Certificate 

Sherri Philips, Home Interiors 
Max & Diane’s 

Carl & Louise Bender 

T &R Electric Hat 
Swing Clock 
American Eagle Coin 

T & R Electric 
Far West Line Specialties 
Paris First Bank 

Ralph & Ethel Wright 

Atlas 
Special Edition Coin 

Terry Elston - State Farm Insurance 
Edgar County Bank 

Richard & Betty Mail 

Curtis Industries Hat 
lllini FS Laundry Detergent 
Dinner for 2 

Ron Bouslog, Curtis Industries 
lllini FS 
B & J Restaurant 

Mark Tyler 

Golf Balls 
Golf Umbrella 

Sycamore Hills Golf Club 
Dewitt Advertising 

James Curran 

Cat Food 
$20 EnerStar Electric Credit 

Paris Feed and Animal Health 
EnerStar Power 

Ralph Pantle 

Curtis Industries Hat 
Gift Basket 

Ron Bouslog, Curtis Industries 
Delta Mobile Testing 

Wayne Richmond 

Certificate for One Quart Roundup Ultra 
Framed Deer Picture 

Keys Fertilizer 
Shanks Glass & Paint 

James & April Fuller 

Stocking Hat 
Black & Decker Light 

Vermeer Midwest 
United Utility Supply 

Paul & Opal Shuman 

T & R Hat 
Atlas 
Cooler 

T & R Electric 
Terry Elston - State Farm Insurance 
Farm Credit Services 

Raymond & Pauline Hutchens 

Case of 10W30 
Dinner for Two 

lllini FS 
B & J Restaurant 

Eugen Wilhoit 

T & R Electric Hat 
Afgan 

T & R Electric 
Kell Potter - State Farm Insurance 

Dwight & Freida Huey 

T & R Electric Hat 
Atlas 
Dog Food 

T & R Electric 
Terry Elston - State Farm Insurance 
lllini FS 

Glen & Barbara Kay Bull 

Golf Balls 
Golf Umbrella 

T & R Services 
Sycamore Hills 

Conn Wheeler 

Bathtub Frogs 
Car Care Kit 

Integrity Pool & Spa 
Countryside Chevrolet 

Doug Garner 

Stocking Hat 
Swingtime Clock 
Silver Eagle Coin 

Vermeer Midwest 
Far West Line Specialties 
Citizens National Bank 

Charles & Nancy Salisbury 

Plush Toy Truck 
Dinner for 2 

Bob’s Auto Parts - Napa 
B & J Restaurant 

James Griffin 

Oil Change & Tire Rotation 
Case of Oil 

Scotty’s Tire 
Lanman Oil 

Bell Ridge Church 

Gift Basket 
Dinner for 2 

DeWitt Advertising 
B & J Restaurant 

Five Points Church 
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Attendance PRIZE winners (Continued) 
Stocking Hat 
Atlas 
Jacket 

Vermeer Midwest 
Kelly Potter - State Farm Insurance 
Vermeer Midwest 

Sandra Neal 

EnerStar Hat 
Goodie Bag 

EnerStar Power 
Furry’s Quick Stop & EnerStar 

Gary & Diane Lackey 

Dog food 
Atlas 
Curtis Industries Hat 

Effingham Equity 
Terry Elston - State Farm Insurance 
Ron Bouslog, Curtis Industries 

William & Erma McConkey 

Stocking Hat 
Certificate for One quart Roundup Ultra 
Storm Light 

Vermeer Midwest 
Keys Fertilizer 
United Utiliy Supply 

Tom Horton 

T & R Electric Hat 
Desk Fan 

T & R Electric 
Fletcher Reinhart 

Clarence & Beverly Douglas 

Atlas 
Certificate for One quart Roundup Ultra 
Gift Certificate 

Kelly Potter - State Farm insurance 
Keys Fertilizer 
Max & Diane’s 

Lyle & Marjorie Hutchings 

Car Care Kit 
Gift Certificate 

Countryside Chevrolet 
Steve Winkler Inc. 

Wayne Fell 

$20 EnerStar Electric Credit 
Delta Faucet 

EnerStar Power 
Morgan Plumbing & Heating 

Charles & Viola Hunter 

Certificate for Cash Value 
of One Barrel IL Crude Oil 

Bird House 

Henigman Oil 

Employee of EnerStar 

Able & Mary Lou Archer 

Toaster Oven Elledge Insurance Max & Linda McConchie 

Candle Basket 
20 lb. Cylinder fill 

Sherri Philips, Home Interiors 
EnerStar Resources 

Phil Wright 

Goody Bag 
$20 EnerStar Electric Credit 

Furry’s Quick Stop & EnerStar 
EnerStar Power 

Joe & Ruth Ingram 

YMCA Adult Membership 
American Eagle Coin 

Paris Community YMCA 
Paris First Bank 

Larry Welliver 

Swing Clock 
Certificate for Cash Value 
of One Barrel IL Crude Oil 

Far West Line Specialties 
Henigman Oil 

Jack & Cora Crane 

Certificate for One quart Roundup Ultra 
Cross Pen & Pencil Set 

Keys Fertilizer 
Benjamin’s Office Supply 

Terry Sturgell 

Scented Candle 
Dinner for 2 

Simply Irrestable 
B & J Restaurant 

Margie White 

Atlas 
$50 Savings Bond 

Terry Elston - State Farm Insurance 
First Bank & Trust 

Paul & Lela Williams 

Back Pack Sprayer UAP/Timberland Hobart Dixon 

Gift Certificate 
Silver Eagle Coin 

Specialty Battery 
Citizens National Bank 

Leland & Betty Buckner 

Atlas 
$20 EnerStar Electric Credit 
EnerStar Hat 
2 Gift Certificates 

Kelly Potter - State Farm Insurance 
EnerStar Power 
EnerStar Power 
H oof-N-Paw 

William George 

/ytias 

20 lb. Cylinder Fill 
EnerStar Hat 
1 Year Free Internet 

Terry Elston - State Farm Insurance 
EnerStar Resources 
EnerStar Power 
Computer Wares 

Joe Welsh 

Altas 
20 lb. Cylinder Fill 
EnerStar Hat 
1 Year Free Internet 

Kelly Potter - State Farm Insurance 
EnerStar Resources 
EnerStar Power 
Computer Wares 

Clement Richey 

Atlas 
20 lb. Cylinder Fill 
EnerStar Hat 
1 Year Free Internet 

Terry Elston - State Farm Insurance 
EnerStar Resources 
EnerStar Power 
Computer Wares 

Jim Russell 

Decorative Country Yard Fence 
$50.00 Savings Bond 

EnerStar Employee 
First State Bank of Newman 

Rex Wilson 

Decorative Garden Bench 
$50.00 Savings Bond 

EnerStar Employee 
First State Bank of Newman 

Michael Pruiett 

500 Piece Stationary Set Dynamic Print Solutions Helen Fulton 

Ceiling Fan Fred Biggs Supply Company Louis Mattingly 

EnerStar Resources drawing Credit of 250 Gallons Ernest Mullen 

Grand Prizes 
19" TV / VCR Combo EnerStar Power Fredric Alwardt 

Gas Grill EnerStar Power Leslie & Joyce Horton 

$250 Electric Credit EnerStar Power Bill & Sara Woltman 
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A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
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Electric Choice - What is it all about? 
Throughout the next couple of months, 

Illinois electric consumers will hear more 
and more about electric customer choice 
as the residential market opens up for 
competition in certain areas. Just as you 
shop for other products and services, some 
residential electric customers will be eli¬ 
gible to choose an electric supplier effec¬ 
tive May 2002. Commercial and industrial 
customers were eligible for customer 
choice on January 1, 2001. 

The Illinois Electric Ser¬ 
vice Customer Choice and 
Rate Relief Law of 1997 re¬ 
structures the state’s electric 
utility industry to offer cus¬ 
tomers choices about who 
supplies their electric power, competitive 
prices for that power and new services. 

Under the new choice law, electric co¬ 
operatives such as EnerStar Power, and 
municipal systems such as the City of 
Marshall or the City of Casey, may elect to 
enter the competitive marketplace to offer 
their customers choice, but are not re¬ 
quired to participate. 

EnerStar Power is the only cooperative 
in the state of Illinois to open all rate 
classes in our service territory to retail 
competition. Some Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives have opened specific rate classes to 
retail competition. At the time of publica¬ 
tion, EnerStar is not aware of any custom¬ 
ers of the local municipal electric system 
who have customer choice. 

It is EnerStar’s goal to educate its mem¬ 
bers on both the positive and negative as¬ 
pects of customer choice. The Electric 
Service Customer Choice option is in its in¬ 
fancy and some aspects of the legislation 
have not been tested in a “real world” ap¬ 
plication. The Illinois Commerce Commis¬ 

sion has yet to issue final rulings that can 
significantly impact the choice program. 
This article contains general information 
on the restructuring process. As detailed 
information becomes available, you can ex¬ 
pect EnerStar to keep you informed. 

I THE RESTRUCTURING 

PROCESS 
There are three steps to receiving elec¬ 

tricity: generation (production of electric- 

ca Plug In Illinois 
Power of Choice 

“EnerStar Power is the 

only cooperative in the 

state of Illinois to open 

all rate classes in our 

service territory to re¬ 

tail competition. ” 
i 

you in a reliable manner. However, you do 
not have to make a change. Unless you 
choose differently, EnerStar Power will con¬ 
tinue to handle all aspects of your electric 
service. I UNDERSTANDING THE 

ELECTRIC RESTRUCTURING 

PROCESS 
Illinois established a competitive market 
for electric service through a phased-in 

process. Non-residential cus¬ 
tomers became eligible for 
choice in 1999 and 2000. Resi¬ 
dential electric customers are 
eligible to choose their electric 

supplier on or after May 1, 2002. You can 
then choose your electric supplier - the 
company that provides the generation por¬ 
tion of your electricity. 

Electricity will be sold by the 
customer’s current electric utility company, 
in this case EnerStar Power, as well as other 
electric utilities and alternative retail elec¬ 
tric suppliers (ARES). Yet, unless you 
choose differently, EnerStar Power will con¬ 
tinue to handle all three steps, and you will 
continue to pay the same rates. 

ity), transmission (sending high voltage 
power to distribution points), and distribu¬ 
tion (delivery power to your home). 
EnerStar Power is a not-for-profit, electric 
distribution cooperative. 

Beginning in May 2002, residential 
customers are eligible to choose their elec¬ 
tric generation supplier. The supplier must 
have a way to get the electricity to you. Your 
current utility, such as EnerStar Power, is 
required to provide delivery services, main¬ 
tain the wires and deliver electric service to 

| CHOOSE TO SERVE 
It may be a while before other electric 

suppliers pursue you as a customer. How¬ 
ever, now is the time to educate yourself on 
electric choice so you can make an in¬ 
formed decision if other suppliers become 
active in EnerStar’s service territory. Cur¬ 
rently no other electric supplier has stated 
any intent to serve in the EnerStar service 
territory. EnerStar members have choice, 
but a supplier must choose to serve in our 
area. The supplier would complete the 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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(Continuedfrom page 16a) 

state’s certification process, meet all neces¬ 

sary requirements and prove their credit 

worthiness. Alternative retail electric sup¬ 

pliers may or may not market energy in the 

EnerStar service territory. 

You may ask yourself.. .why would a 

supplier not be interested in certain mar¬ 

kets? One answer is simply that rural areas 

are not profitable enough for the suppliers. 

It is the whole premise on why electric co¬ 

operatives like EnerStar were formed. In¬ 

vestor-owned utilities did not extend their 

power lines into sparsely populated areas 

because they could not get a good return 

on their investment. However, should a 

supplier indicate interest, EnerStar believes 

in giving our members choice. It may be 

financially in the best interest of a member 

to purchase their electricity elsewhere. 

| CHOOSE TO SWITCH 

Electric service restructuring empowers 

consumers to choose who generates their 

electricity - the current electric utility or 

another supplier. You can choose the com¬ 

pany that supplies your electric generation 

based on your own needs and preferences. 

Those considerations may include how or 

where the electricity is produced, eco¬ 

nomic or environmental benefits, the low¬ 

est price, total cost, or the best 

combination of prices, services and incen¬ 

tives. Take the time now to learn about 

electric choice so you will be ready to make 

an informed decision when suppliers are 

available in your area. 

| SAME RELIABLE SERVICE 

When storms or other circumstances 

cause an outage, EnerStar members who 

purchase their power from another energy 

supplier will still contact EnerStar’s 24-hour 

dispatch center to report the power outage. 

EnerStar remains responsible for delivering 

the electricity to your home or business. 

EnerStar will not discriminate against a 

member based on who supplies their power. 

I YOU DO NOT HAVE TO MAKE 

A CHANGE 

You may choose to change suppliers or 

do nothing and remain with your current 

electric utility. If you do not choose a new 

supplier, you will continue to receive power 

from your current electric utility and pay 

the same rates. Regardless of which com¬ 

pany you choose to generate electricity, 

your current electric company remains re¬ 

sponsible for delivering your electricity and 

providing reliable delivery service. 

Now is the time to become informed 

about customer choice. For more informa¬ 

tion on electric customer choice, visit the 

Illinois Commerce Commission’s Web site 

at www.icc.state.il.us/pluginillinois or write 

to: Illinois Commerce Commission, 527 

East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 

62701. In an effort to keep our members 

informed, EnerStar will periodically send 

members literature and advertisements re¬ 

garding customer choice. 

Home & Community Education Association 

Home & Community Education 

Association (HCE) was started in 1938 

by a group of homemakers who 

wanted to share recipes and lessons 

on life. For the last 64 years the HCE 

groups have cultivated into a thriving 

organization holding events and ac¬ 

tivities on a monthly basis. HCE is 

comprised of seven local units that 

get together every month in a pleasant 

social setting to learn about family re¬ 

lationships, food and nutrition, con¬ 

sumer issues and more. On top of 

their monthly club meetings, county 

meetings are held 3-4 times a year. 

While education is HCE’s main 

goal, members enjoy many other ben¬ 

efits as well. These include opportu¬ 

nities for leadership and community 

involvement and the chance to meet 

new people and make new friends. 

HCE education programs are 

provided with the help of the Uni¬ 

versity of Illinois Cooperative Exten¬ 

sion Service. U of I Extension 

specialists translate research-based 

information into practical advice 

that HCE members can use in their 

daily lives. Monthly meetings are a 

way for members to learn about this 

useful information. Some examples 

Dorothy Adams (left) and Gertrude Wilson make pot 
holders from recycled jeans during a meeting. 

of upcoming lesson topics include: 

New Technique for Eye Surgery, Per¬ 

sonal Spring Make-Over, What to do 

with stuff: How to Preserve Favorite 

Keepsakes, Cooking with Fresh 

Herbs, and Gardens. 

HCE is also the sponsor of a Mayo 

After School Program that meets 

once a month. HCE members go into 

Mayo and teach the kids about cook¬ 

ing and sewing. The group calls 

themselves the “Redbird Cookers.” 

Approximately 20 boys and girls par¬ 

ticipate each month. According to 

Lynn Keltz, membership chairman 

Anyone interested in becoming a member 
or receiving a monthly newsletter on HCE 

can contact, Lynn Keltz, membership 
chairman at 465-1100. 

During the Christmas season angels and other crafts 
are the focus for the group. From left are Doris Overton 
Margaret Mattingly, Carol Halloran and Kathryn Malt. 

for HCE, “This is a great way to 

teach the kids about cooking and 

sewing at a young age. The kids who 

participate each month seem to re¬ 

ally enjoy what they learn.” 

HCE held a countywide Soup and 

Dessert Contest this past January 

with seven HCE units demonstrating 

their best recipes. The members 

(Continued on page 16c) 
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(Continued from page 16b) 

and their guests en¬ 

joyed samples from 

each unit and then 

voted for the recipe 
RECIPES 

J ^ i^First Place, 

First Place: 
Pasta Fazhool 
2 qt. chicken broth 

1 c. grated carrots 

1 small onion, chopped fine 

3 tbsp. garlic 

1 (16 oz.) can Great Northern Beans, 

drained 

1/4 - 1/2 tsp. basil 

1 bay leaf 

1/2 c. tiny pasta (such as rotini) 

1-2 c. cooked chicken, chopped 

Simmer the first ingredients for ap¬ 

proximately 15 minutes or until veg¬ 

etables are tender. Then add chicken 

and pasta. Simmer about 10 to 15 

minutes more. Add salt and pepper to 

taste. Remove bay leaf before serving. 

Prepared by Marilyn Daughhetee, 

Betty Ingrum and Pauline Mick 

they thought was the best. 

The following recipes were 

the winning entries. 

Second Place: 
Cheese Soup 
4 chicken bouillon cubes 

2 qt. of water 

5 medium potatoes, diced 

1/2 c. celery, diced 

1/2 c. onion, diced 

Cook until vegetables are almost done 

Add 1 bag of California Blend frozen 

vegetables. 

Cook until tender. 

Add 2-10 1/2 oz cans cream of 

chicken soup. 

Add 1 lb. Velveeta Cheese (cubed). 

Cook over low heat until cheese melts. 

Stir to thoroughly blend. 

Prepared by Dorene Irish 

Layered Banana 
Pineapple 

1 1/2 c. graham cracker crumbs 

1/4 c. sugar 

1/2 c. margarine or butter, melted 

3 bananas, sliced 

1 package (8 oz.) cream cheese, softened 

3 1/2 c. cold milk 

2 packages (4 serving size) Jell-0 Vanilla 

flavor Instant Pudding & Pie Filling 

1 c. (20 oz.) of crushed pineapple, 

drained 

1 tub (8 oz.) Cool Whip Whipped Top¬ 

ping, thawed 

Mix graham cracker crumbs, sugar and 

margarine in 13x9 inch pan. Press 

evenly onto bottom of pan. Arrange ba¬ 

nana slices on crust. Beat cream cheese 

in large bowl with wire whisk until 

smooth. Gradually beat in milk. Add 

pudding mixes. Beat until well blended. 

Spread evenly over banana slices. Spoon 

pineapple evenly over pudding mixture. 

Spread whipped topping over pine¬ 

apple. Refrigerate 3 hours or until ready 

to serve. 

Prepared byjeanne Marrs 

Second Place: Hummingbird Cake 
2 c. sugar 1 tsp. baking soda 1 c. crushed pineapple, undrained 

1 c. salad oil 3 c. flour 2 c. finely chopped banana 

3 eggs, beaten 1 tsp. cinnamon 1 c. chopped nuts 

1 1/2 tsp. Vanilla 1 tsp. salt 

Combine sugar and oil. Beat in eggs. Add dry ingredients and mix until just 

moistened. Do not beat. Stir in pineapple, bananas and nuts. Pour batter into 

prepared pans. Bake 320° F. for 20-30 minutes in a greased and floured 13x9 

pan. Frost the cake with cream cheese icing. 

Cream Cheese Icing: 
8 (oz.) cream cheese, softened 

2 c. powdered sugar 

1 stick margarine, melted 

1 tsp. Vanilla 

1 c. chopped nuts 

Prepared by Joan Mattingly & Virginia Gallion 

CM 

2nd Annual EnerStar Customer Appreciation Days! 
■ Friday, June 14 - EnerStar Power Office, Paris 

■ Saturday, June 15 - Clark County Fairgrounds, Marshall 

■ Friday, June 21 - EnerStar Resources Office, Casey 

■ Saturday, June 22 - City Park, Dana, Indiana 

NOT REQUIRED TO CONTRACT THAT DAY! ALL PRICES AND PROGRAMS 

GOOD FRIDAY, JUNE 14 THROUGH FRIDAY, JUNE 28! 

Come have lunch and learn about the propane contracting options for 

2002-2003! 

Contract on one of the above dates or in one of the EnerStar offices by 

Friday, June 28. 

Look for more detailed information with your May bills! 
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Introducing... 
the 

Everyone.. .everywhere ‘round the world is 

talking about the EMERGENCY BEACON; the 

light that can help save a life in an emer¬ 

gency. The EMERGENCY BEACON is a new, 

affordable home safety product that can save 

precious seconds when you need help. Un¬ 

der normal circumstances, it works just like 

an ordinary light bulb. However, in an emer¬ 

gency, simply turn your light switch off and 

on twice; and your outdoor light instantly 

becomes a flashing signal for help. 

EMERGENCY BEACON i / 
It’s perfect for any home, especially those 

with seniors.. .or children.. .or people liv¬ 

ing alone. And most importantly, it means 

once you’ve called for help, you don’t have 

to leave your home to go outside to signal 

your location. 

Recognized by the National Crime Preven¬ 

tion Council, the EMERGENCY BEACON can 

also be used as a crime prevention tool to 

enhance Neighborhood Watch Programs. 

After calling 

for help, sim¬ 

ply activate 

the EMER¬ 

GENCY BEACON 

by turning your light 

switch off and on twice. 

Protect your family 
and your home 

When activated, The EMER¬ 

GENCY BEACON helps 

emergency personnel locate 

the scene more quickly day 

or night. 

Call for help and let them know your 
front light will be flashing, then 

activate your EMERGENCY BEACON 

r 

The flashing light can help 

alert police, rescue personnel, 

neighbors, and even passers- 

by to the emergency. To cancel 

the flashing light, simply turn 

the light switch off. 
 ! 

To order your EMERGENCY BEACON, fill out this form and send to: 
Redmon Fire Station, Box 201, Redmon, Illinois 61949. 

| Name   

I Address  

: Phone   

j No. of lights  @ $8 = Total enclosed $  

' * Pickup dates and locations will be announced 

I * Please place your order by May 15, 2002. 

I All proceeds will got to RC.F.RD. Redmon Station 
I 1 

PLEASE 
NOTE! 

Effective May 1, 2002 

EnerStar Power will no longer 

accept Clark Edgar Rural Wa¬ 

ter District (CERWD) pay¬ 

ments. All payment must be 

made at the CERWD office in 

Oliver. For further assistance, 

please contact the CERWD at 

(217)463-5888. 

safe and 
sou 

A s you begin to spend more 
time outdoors for work and play 
remember to watch for over¬ 

head power lines. 
• Also, make sure outdoor electrical 

outlets are grounded and have 
weatherproof covers. 

• Never fly kites or model planes 
near power lines. Use only dry 
string on kites. 

• Never place a ladder where it can 
fall into a power line. 

• Teach your children to stay away 
from utility substation fences 
and pad-mounted transformers. 

For more helpful tips to keep in 
mind when you’re working or playing 
outdoors contact your local electric 
cooperative or visit 
www.safeelectricity.org. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • R0. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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EnerStar,, total energy supplier 

MONTHLY 
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www.enerstar.com • Paris, Illinois 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

A Tid Bit of History in Clarii County 

Lincoln School Museum. Photo by Bev Cruse Photography 

From the Archer House in Marshall, to 
the National Trail running through the 
county, and the Lincoln School Museum 
in Martinsville, Clark County' is rich with 
history. The Lincoln School Museum, lo¬ 
cated in Martinsville, IL has been a special 
piece of Clark County history for many 
years. According to county records the 
school has existed since 1843. Research 
indicates that the original frame building 
was built in 1864 for $595.99- The 
present brick structure was built around 
1888 by Harold Gallatin who made the 
brick near his home one-fourth miles east 
of the school. The school is named after 
President Lincoln, although he never vis¬ 
ited the building. 

At one time there 
were more than 100 
one-room schools 
scattered throughout 
Clark County. Nearly all 
of those original 
schools are non-existent 
today, with the few still 
standing being used as 
homes or storage. In the early 
1900s approximately 30 students 
attended Lincoln School. When the 
building closed in the 1950s, only six one 
room school houses were still being oper¬ 
ated in the county. 

A typical school day at Lincoln School 
started out with the Pledge of Allegiance 

and a 
prayer. 

Students were 
required to bring their own books from 
home to use at school. Many of the students 
shared books with siblings also attending 
school. Finally; in the mid 1900s, the school 
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An original desk that was donated to the Lincoln School Museum when the renovation began. 

districts started providing textbooks to be 

used in the classroom. Each student car¬ 

ried his/her lunch to school every day in a 

metal pail brought from home. In the 

1800s children wrote their assignments 

on slates. By 1940, students were using 

paper to work through their assignments. 

Little homework was assigned because 

most work was done in class in order to 

keep everyone busy. 

Grades one through eight attended 

Lincoln School. The younger students sat 

in the front row or the smaller desks that 

were available. The recitation bench in the 

front row was used for testing students on 

the subjects that they were studying. 

When it was time to be tested, the stu¬ 

dents would come to the front of the class 

and sit on the bench and receive their test 

from the teacher. This was a good way for 

students in the class to learn about what 

others were studying. Children learned to 

read by standing around the teacher’s desk 

or sitting on the recitation bench. 

In order to graduate from the eighth 

grade, students had to go to the county seat 

and take a final exam that was written by the 

County Superintendent. When the student 

passed he/she would be given an eighth 

grade diploma. The questions on the exam 

often covered a variety of material including 

farming, math and everyday life. 

Louis Ness, a native of Martinsville, 

attended the Lincoln School for eight 

years of her life. She started attending school 

when she was six years old and graduated 

from the eighth grade when she was 14. Ac¬ 

cording to Louis, “I walked two miles to 

school everyday with my siblings. I was so 

tiny when I started school that my teacher 

often carried me the entire way. When the 

weather was cold, my hands and feet would 

be frozen by the time I made it to school. In 

the winter, we would stop at a pond on the 

way home and ice skate with our friends.” 

Louis has many fond memories from attend¬ 

ing the Lincoln School as a child. “One day 

some of the mischievous boys in the class 

put tacks in the teacher's chair and later 

locked him out of the schoolhouse.” 

In Lincoln School days, there was no school 

board, as we know it today. There were three 

directors from each school district who were 

delegated to hire the teachers for their district. 

When recruiting new teachers, the board 

looked for a person who could handle a 

classroom full of students and still be 

able to handle the discipline of ill-be¬ 

haved students. 

Friday afternoons were typically a 

special day at school. If students were 

well behaved and worked hard all week, 

educational games such as spelling bees, 

geography bees and math contests were 

held. Occasionally teachers took the 

students on field trips to nearby woods 

to study plants and wild life. Students 

would play games at recess because there 

was no playground equipment. Students 

often played “shinny,” a game similar to 

hockey. The game got its name because 

students would get hit in the shins as they 

played. Students used sticks or roots fash¬ 

ioned like present day hockey sticks. .An¬ 

other game frequently played was called 

“Andy Over.” Two teams would throw a 

ball over the roof of the building, and 

then try to catch as many of the opposite 

team's balls as possible. Students also 

played Backman, Dare Base, Baseball, 

Marbles, Jacks and Jump Rope. 

The Lincoln School Museum is a 

unique piece of Clark County history. 

If you are interested in warping back in 

time with Lincoln School Museum, plan 

a visit this summer with the family. It’s 

rich with history and is awaiting your 

arrival. Stop by this summer during the 

months of June, July and August on 

Sundays from 1-3 p.m., and a smiling 

face will be there to great you. Lincoln 

School is open to area students and other 

groups for a small fee anytime during 

the year. Please contact Lynn Kelley at 

(217) 382-4765 if you have any questions 

or would like more information on the 

Lincoln School Museum. 

i 

Remember 
(o show Dad you care 

on June 10! 

EnerStar Power Corp 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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Students tour state capital during 
Illinois Electric and Telephone 

Cooperatives’ Youth Day 

Two students representing EnerStar 

Power Corp met with area legislators during 

the Illinois Electric and Telephone Coop¬ 

eratives’ Youth Day on Wednesday, April 

17, in Springfield. While in the state’s 

capital, they had an opportunity to watch 

government in action, visit the Illinois 

Supreme Court and tour Lincoln’s tomb. 

Pictured with Senator Judith Myers of 

Danville are, from left: chaperone Anne 

Yargus, Shawna Goekler of Marshall, Sen. 

Myers and Brock Williams of Brocton. The 

day was sponsored by Illinois electric and 

telephone co-ops in an effort to introduce 

young rural leaders to state government. 

E'ten 
* 

c 
■5>tar 

Office Hours M-F 8-5 
Service 24 Hours a Day! 

PARIS- 11597 IL Highway 1 
CASEY - 706 W. Main 

465-5800 
800-343-5800 

Service 24 Hours a Day! 

Propane Gas 
Service in 8 

Counties in IL! 

I First 25 ft. of Tubing FREE with a Tank Install 

I First 25 Gallons FREE with a Fill! 

SPECIAL FIRST TIME FILL PRICE! 
Call EnerStar for more details! 
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c POM )V Invited! 

Mark your calendar NOW 
for one of the 
following days: 

June 14-EnerS+ar Office, Paris 
June 15-Clark County 

Fairgrounds, Marshall 
June 21-EnerStar Office, Casey 
June 22-City Park, Dana, IN 

All events from 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm! 

Come enjoy lunch and good 
conversation! Find out about 
EnerStar Resources propane 
programs for 2002-2003. 
Information will be available to 
take home and review or contract 
that day. Propane contracting in 
our office June 14-June 28, 2002! 

Important Points: 

You are not obligated to sign a contract on any of those 
days! 

✓ Take the information home and have some time to think 
about what you will need for next year! 

✓ AW prices good Friday, June 14-Friday, June 28, 2002! 

EnerStar - “Your Total Energy Supplier" 

□YES! We will attend one of the following Customer Appreciation Days. Please specify with the 
number of people that will be attending on one of the following days: 

 EnerStar Power Office, Paris  EnerStar Resources Off ice, Casey 

 Clark County Fairgrounds, Marshall  City Park, Dana, IN 

Name      

Address      

City^ State Zip Phone  
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A Message from the President 

EnerStar Power Corp not in financial trouble 
By Tom Hentz, President/CEO 

EnerStar 

Power Corp is not 

broke. Because of 

the most recent re¬ 
duction in work force of seven employees, I 

know it would be easy to assume your co¬ 

operative is in financial trouble. It is just 

not true. What has changed is the board of 

director’s approach to debt and equity 

management. Your board wants to improve 

our financial position at a faster pace than 

was originally budgeted. The board and se¬ 

nior management believe we need to take a 

more conservative approach and rely more 

on money from the rate base rather than 

borrowed capital. To meet these new finan¬ 
cial goals, a drastic reduction in costs, in¬ 

cluding employee expenses, was necessary. 

Let me give you a little history. 

For many years, we struggled with rate 

increases caused by the Soyland Power Co¬ 

operative involvement in the Clinton 
Nuclear Power Plant. In 1997, EnerStar 
bought out of our contract with Soyland 

and began purchasing energy from Cinergy 
Power. Our financial plan called for paying 

off the Soyland debt as soon as possible, 
while at the same time lowering rates. In 

November of 2000, our overall rates were 

reduced by about 21 percent. Our average 

residential user saw a reduction of about 

33 percent. That meant we had to lower 
member equity and budget for two years of 

deficits. 

Over the past several years, EnerStar 

has added new services such as Internet, 

propane and wireless communications. We 

became certified by the Illinois Commerce 

Commission as an Alternative Retail Elec¬ 

tric Supplier (ARES) and entered the de¬ 

regulated power marketing business. We 

have even tested new technology such as 

fuel cells. We have been innovative and ag¬ 

gressive in our approach. 

EnerStar recently had a rate increase 

that affected our members in the following 

manner: a residential member using 500 

kWh or less received no rate increase; a 

residential member using 700 kWh received 

an 8 percent increase; and a residential 

member using 1000 kWh received a 14 

percent increase. The recent increase was 

due to a new five-year wholesale power con¬ 

tract with Consumers Power. Our previous 

contract with Cinergy was extremely favor¬ 

able. Our new contract with Consumers 

Power, while considerably higher than the 

Cinergy contract, is still excellent compared 

to today’s energy market prices. With these 

favorable prices, EnerStar will enjoy stable 

energy prices at a favorable rate for at least 

five years. 

Despite the last two years of deficits with 

the completion of the Soyland buyout in 

2002, our current margins will be in excess 

of $ 1,000,000 after the reduction in work 
force. That increase in margins will allow 
even faster payoff of debt and an increase in 

member equity. 

Our overall equity position is currently at 

17 percent on a consolidated basis. On just 
the electric side, our equity is at 30 percent. 

Our new goal is to increase equity closer to 

50 percent. 

Clear Talk, a two-way radio business we 

own with several other cooperatives, also 

went through a restructuring in January. To 

lower expenses, we reduced the workforce 

and contracted out the sales and service 

through Barbeck Communications, a 

Motorola service company with several of¬ 

fices in central Illinois. 

Our ARES power marketing operation 

has been successful. We have gained 80 new 

commercial members through this new 

power marketing business. That does not 

sound like much, but let me put it in per¬ 

spective. Our native load for 5,200 meters is 

nearly 20 megawatts. With just 80 new com¬ 

mercial customers, we have increased our 

sales by 10 megawatts. This is significant. 

The increased sales will help us negotiate 

new power contracts and gain equity. 

Our first round of layoffs in April of 

2001 resulted in a loss of five middle man¬ 

agement and administrative jobs. The most 

recent layoffs came from our dispatch cen¬ 

ter and our marketing department. One 

propane driver position was eliminated as 

well. We still hope to keep the service our 

members receive at the same high level 

and will contract out our after-hours dis¬ 

patching service. 

EnerStar is fortunate to have excellent 

employees that always step up to the table 

no matter what the task. These layoffs are 

in no way a reflection on their work ethic 

and dedication. I know this has naturally 
affected employee moral. Nevertheless, I 
am confident our employees will continue 

to give the service our members expect. I 

am very proud of all of them for the way 

they have handled the increased demands 
we have placed on them. 

These are very difficult decisions for 

any manager to make, but we must find 

another $160,000 in expenses to cut by 

the end of this year. Although difficult, I 

can assure you we will continue to look for 

ways to reduce cost while still maintaining 

our service and rates to you, the members. 

As in the past, my door is always open. 

Please feel free to contact me regarding 

your suggestions and concerns. The opin¬ 

ion of our membership is vital when con¬ 

sidering the future direction of the 

cooperative. 
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leal safety is 
important to us 
EnerStar Power is committed to electrical safety. Our 

employees participate in several training exercises through 

out the year to prepare for a possible electrical emergency. 

EnerStar is just as committed to the safety of our mem¬ 

bers. Throughout the year, EnerStar does its part to pro¬ 

mote consumer education about how electricity works 

and how to prevent electrical accidents. We consider it 

part of our responsibility to our communities to make 

sure people of all ages respect electricity' and know how 

to be careful around it. 

A perfect place to spread the word is 

with the youth in our community. Teach¬ 

ing electrical safety at a young age en¬ 

sures those thoughts and concepts will 

remain with the children as they mature 

into adults. That is why EnerStar Power 

recently sponsored an Electric Safety 

Expo for area fourth graders. 

“Events like these are an important 

part of EnerStar’s mission,” said Angela 

Griffin, EnerStar’s Marketing Manager, 

“It gives us a chance to showcase the 

cooperative’s role in the community 

while educating our young on how to 

handle an electrical emergency.” 

The new and innovative safety day 

program was designed to educate the 

young participants about electrical safety, 

the role of the cooperative in the com¬ 

munity, and how future technologies be- 

t zJL 

All the students enjoyed visiting the 
EnerStar Power office and learning about a 

lineman’s gear and equipment. 



technology is expected to 

revolutionize the electric 

utility industry: Brent 

Reyher, EnerStar’sVice 

President of Energy Ser 

vices told the enthusias¬ 

tic students, “Who 

knows.. .maybe by 

the time you are 

adults, you will generate 

your own electricity!” 

The students had 

the opportunity to wit¬ 

ness the important 

role of a utility line¬ 

man. They watched 

Journeyman Lineman 

Dana Young climb a 

utility pole and lift 

the bucket in a utility 

TOP PHOTO: Kyle 
Finley involved the 
students in his 
safety presentation 

LEFT PHOTO: 
Delmar Bell spoke 
to the students 
from a personal 

experience about 
the dangers of 
electricity. 

truck. Young told the children about his 

job and why it is important. Another Jour¬ 

neyman Lineman, Keith Borchers, allowed 

the children to try on his gear. The chil¬ 

dren were amazed that the equipment was 

so heavy, especially the 20-pound tool belt. 

A hands-on small safety display unit was 

also available for the kids to use. .After a 

snack and photo opportunities, all students 

participating received educational materi¬ 

als to help reinforce the safety lessons they 

learned. 

Students and teachers all raved about 

how wonderful the experience was. Mrs. 

Slater, a 4,h grade teacher at St. Mary’s 

School sent EnerStar athankyou packet 

with drawings and letters from all her stu¬ 

dents. She said, “Thank you all for inviting 

us to your facility. We all enjoyed the pre¬ 

sentations and we all learned a lot of new 

information.” She also thanked the Coop¬ 

erative for providing educational magazines 

that she has used in her Science course. 

Overall, the event was a huge success 

and many students learned the importance 

of safety around electricity, and learned 

about what their Cooperative does to im¬ 

prove their lives. EnerStar hopes to have a 

similar event every year, with more students 

and schools participating. 

flp.ntrir.al safety jS "» 
important to us 

ing tested by EnerStar may affect them in 

the future. 

The students watched a demonstration 

presented by Kyle Finley, owner of Live 

Line Demo. Inc. Finley showed the students 

how electricity travels through wires, and 

what happens when a kite hits a power line 

or a truck backs into a utility pole. The Live 

Line display contains 7,200 volts of elec¬ 

tricity and is constructed with the same 

poles, transformers and line hardware 

used by EnerStar. 

Finley uses props such as a fake squir¬ 

rel and bird, a hot dog and a balloon to 

show the effects of electricity. The children 

especially seemed to like these props and 

the loud “booms” that Finley created. The 

students learned through these aids about 

the many dangers of electricity and how 

to be careful around it. Brianna. a stu¬ 

dent from Wenz School in Paris said, 

“My favorite part of all was the elec¬ 

tricity presentation. I liked it because it 

was neat, but it also taught you a lesson. 1 

learned never to go near fallen down power 

lines. I really enjoyed our trip. 1 hope we 

can come again.” 

The Live Line Demo, Inc. presentation 

was followed with the testimonial of 

Delmar Bell, an area farmer who was in¬ 

jured in a power line accident several years 

ago. The incident caused Bell the loss of 

his arms. He spoke to the students because, 

“I want young children to learn from my 

mistakes. I never knew the slogan Look up 

and Live.” Bell says he learned a lot from 

Finley’s presentation and expressed that he 

felt it is very important for EnerStar Power 

to host these kinds of safety programs. 

“I was very impressed with Delmar’s 

talk,” Griffin stated. She added, “After the 

45 minute presentation, the kids were get¬ 

ting a little anxious, but they got real quiet 

and listened intently when Delmar spoke.” 

Griffin stated that many of the students’ 

thank you notes made reference to the 

valuable lesson they learned from Bell. 

Since EnerStar is a test site for future 

technology, the students got an up-close 

look at a fuel cell. The future of fuel cells 

promises on-site power generation with no 

poles or power lines needed. Fuel cell 
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IHIiat &n the ifmtrtli of July 
ani cnnycratiucs haue in cnmutnu? 

hen Benjamin Franklin signed the Declaration of Independence, he was credited with saying, “We must all 

hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately.” 

No wonder Franklin was also the founder of the first successful cooperative formed in the United States. He or¬ 

ganized the Philadelphia Contributionship for the Insurance of Houses from Loss by Fire in 1752. 

The principles behind the Declaration of Independence that form the basis of American democracy are also the 

beliefs that form the basis of cooperatives. 

A cooperative like EnerStar Power is owned and democratically controlled by the people who use its services. 

Each member has one vote regardless of their equity in the company; that is, wealthy members cannot buy more 

control, and everyone has an equal say. This is in contrast to investor-owned businesses in which only sharehold¬ 

ers have a vote in how the business is run; and even among shareholders, 

some have more votes than others, depending on their shares of stock. 

The Declaration of Independence also declared the equality of rights of 

its citizens and that people had the right to organize to secure their fu¬ 

tures when their rights were infringed upon. 

At the time the Declaration was written, democracy was a 

pretty untested idea - but the founders of our country 

were determined to make it work. 

So when you celebrate the Fourth of July with your 

families and friends this year, think about those prin¬ 

ciples that inspired our 

Founding Fathers. They also 

inspired the founders of ru¬ 

ral electric cooperatives, 
who were determined to 

provide reliable, affordable ^ 

power to secure the futures of their IN CONGRESS. A * 

rural communities. nimouTSVcfanrltoit of^X-nurtca* 

H FICE CLO 
EnerStar Power Corp offices will be 

closed Thursday, July 4,2002, in ob¬ 

servance of Independence Day. Have 

a safe and happy holiday! 
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Students represent cooperative in Washington, D.C. 
Three area youths spent the week of 

June 14-21 exploring Washington D.C. The 
students met with Illinois congressional 
leaders and learned about their govern¬ 
ment during the annual “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington” Tour. This event, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives of Illi¬ 
nois, began in the late 1950s to introduce 
rural youths to our democratic form of gov¬ 
ernment and co¬ 
operatives. The 
theme of the 2002 
Youth Tour was 
“Volunteers in Action.” 

Levi Bennett of Marshall, 
Shawna Goekler of Marshall and Brock 
Williams of Brocton represented Enerstar 
Power Corp. They met with Congressman 
Tim Johnson and Congressman David 
Phelps on Capitol Hill and were among 57 
rural Illinois youth leaders selected for the 
trip. In addition to the Capitol, students 
also visited the White House, Arlington Na¬ 
tional Cemetery the National Cathedral, 
the Smithsonian Museums, George 
Washington’s home, the U.S. Holocaust Me¬ 
morial Museum and a number of other 
historical sites. 

In addition to taking in the sights and 
sounds of the nation’s capitol, all the state 
groups convened for Rural Electric Youth 
Day to learn from public figures and other 
inspirational speakers. This year’s Youth 
Day agenda included a survivor of the Sep¬ 

tember 11 attack on The Pen¬ 
tagon, Lieutenant Colonel 
Brian Birdwell, who described his har¬ 
rowing experience and miraculous sur¬ 
vival. Birdwell touched on the importance 
of selfless sen ice and accepting life’s re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

Therese Lyons, director of public liai¬ 
son for the President’s USA Freedom Corps, 
delivered the White House’s call for in¬ 
creased volunteerism. “Service is the debt 
of gratitude we owe for the freedoms we 
have in this country,” she said. 
Keynote speaker and ardent supporter of 
volunteerism Julie Laipply, Miss Virginia 

dr) 
Williams, 
Congressman 

Johnson, 
Goekler and 
Bennett 

USA 2002, encouraged the young 
audience to “remember their 

ABCs in all that they do - Always Be 
Confident! Through volunteerism you have 
the power to change someone else’s life,” 
she said. 

Since 1964, the nation’s cooperative 
electric utilities like EnerStar Power have 
sponsored approximately 35,000 high 
school juniors and seniors for visits to their 
U.S. congressional delegations, energy and 
grassroots government education sessions, 
and sightseeing in Washington. NRECA is 
the national service organization represent¬ 
ing the nation’s more than 900 private, 
consumer-owned electric cooperatives, 
which provide electric service to 35 million 
people in 46 states. 
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EnerStar’s linemen 
tackle a tough situation 
A messagefrom Tom J. Hentz 

In the southeastern part of Edgar 
County, Mother Nature is in the process 
of changing the course of a meandering 
creek. These changes were causing 
EnerStar some problems. In that same 
area, the co-op has four miles of 69,000- 
volt transmission line. That transmis¬ 
sion line provides the total power supply 
to the Ferrel Substation. One year ago, 
the transmission line spanned from one 
side of the creek to the other. The 
changes in the creek caused one of the 
poles to become located in part of the 
creek itself! In addition, large trees that 
once were on solid ground, found their 
root structure barely clinging to the side 
of the creek bank. Any one of these trees 
would completely destroy the transmis¬ 
sion line when it finally decided to fall to 
the ground. 

The biggest problem facing the 
EnerStar line crews 
was a sixty-foot pole 
now in the middle of 
the creek. Because of 
the uniqueness of the 
situation, a photo de¬ 
scription list follows that 
illustrates the process 
used to fix the problem. 

Photos 1 and 2 con¬ 
firm the transmission 
pole’s precarious situa¬ 
tion. Photo 3 shows Line¬ 
man Archie Eslinger 
operating a digger derrick 
from the bank, and Photo 4 
presents how the pole was 
temporarily secured with his truck. With 
extra help from a bulldozer, Troy Lewis 
was able to get his digger derrick in posi¬ 
tion to dig down beside the pole in order 
to set it deeper in the ground (Photo 5). 
The D7 Caterpillar was finished from 
White Construction company of Clinton, 
IN. on short notice. Buddy White and 
his crew saved the day after EnerStar had 

EnerStar Power Corp 
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gotten several pieces of equipment wired down 

in the sandy wet creek bottom. Photo 6 depicts 

Mike Clark, Chad Cornwell, and Scott Newlin 

trying to decide what happens next if this 

doesn’t work! Fortunately, they were able to 

move the pole deeper in the hole and get it on 

solid ground below the creek surface. 

Photo 7 exhibits Mike Clark, Archie 

Eslinger, Scott Newlin, and Chad Cornwell, 

with Troy Lewis on the controls of the digger 

derrick, installing a power screw an¬ 

chor 12 feet below the creek bot¬ 

tom surface to hold this pole in 

place. Photo 8 reveals Scott 

Newlin, climbing the pole, at¬ 

taching the guy lead while 

Archie Eslinger continues to 

stabilize the pole by holding it 

in place. 

The project, which at 

times during the day looked 

very discouraging, ended up 

as a success, with 

EnerStar’s linemen once 

again taking on Mother 

Nature. 

As the President of 

EnerStar, and on behalf of the 

Board of Directors and our Members, we 

are all fortunate to have such high quality 

employees. This out of the ordinary repair 

situation was accomplished in one day’s 

time. It kept our other linemen, Pete 

Kraemer, Greg Hollingworth, Kent Milbourn, 

Dana Young and Keith Borchers, running at 

full speed in order to take care of other out¬ 

ages occurring on this extremely hot day and 

providing back up power to the Ferrel Substa¬ 

tion. 
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Energy future taking shape in new fuel cell test 

The daily activity at the 

EnerStar headquarters in Paris is 

much like that of any electric 

utility: workers load utility poles 

on trailers, line trucks rumble off 

on service calls, customers stop 

by to pay bills. 

However, there is one critical 

difference at EnerStar: the co-op 

is helping create a piece of the 

energy'future. 

At EnerStar offices, an H 

Power fuel cell is quietly at work. 

The area is filled with a maze of 

electronics, tubes, chambers and 

wires. Propane gas is piped into 

a white box called the reformer, 

which extracts hydrogen from 

the gas. The hydrogen then flows 

through a tall stack of graphite 

plates to produce electricity. 

There is no pollution and no 

combustion; heat and hot water 

are the only byproducts. 

The energy produced in the 

fuel cell is used in the cooperative's ware¬ 

houses. In the not-too-distant future, 

EnerStar expects to join hundreds of elec¬ 

tric cooperatives around the country in in¬ 

stalling fuel cells at customer homes. It is 

expected that fuel cell service will become 

as routine as the delivery of power by lines 

and poles is today. 

“Eventually the fuel cell will be about 

the size of the central air conditioner sit¬ 

ting outside your home, and will supply 

clean electricity with no blinks, voltage 

sags or outages,” says Hentz. 

The fuel cell now operating at EnerStar 

Power was installed in early May 2002; it 

replaces the first “alpha” test unit deliv¬ 

ered to the co-op in January 2002. 

The EnerStar Power test unit was par¬ 

tially funded with a grant from the Illinois 

Department of Commerce and Community 

Affairs (DCCA) Bureau of Energy and Recy¬ 

cling, Division of Energy. 

Energy Co-opportunity (ECO), an en¬ 

ergy diversification cooperative helping co¬ 

ops find innovative ways to serve the energy- 

needs of members, recruited EnerStar 

Power and a few dozen other electric co-ops 

across the country to become the primary 

testing and development sites for H Power’s 

effort to deliver the first commercial fuel 

cell to power a residence. The alpha test 

unit was one of eight installed at the offices 

of electric cooperative members of ECO. 

“H Power has made huge improvements 

from the first test unit to the second,” says 

Tom Hentz, EnerStar’s President/CEO. “The 

internal design and layout, the fuel cell's 

overall operation, reliability and depend¬ 

ability, it’s all clearly superior to the fuel 

cell we operated last year.” 

H Power technicians work closely with 

the cooperative’s staff and with ECO to 

monitor the performance of the fuel cell, 

and H Power takes what it learns at the test 

sites back to its laboratory. While a year or 

more of further testing may be required to 

produce a fuel cell ready for commercial 

production, the new test system debuted at 

EnerStar represents a large step forward in 

the development of the technology. 

“We are very excited about this new 

technology,” says Hentz. “EnerStar Power 

Corp is constantly investigating new and 

emerging technology that will help our 

members. We realize that alternative 

sources of energy will be important to sup¬ 

plying our members’ energy needs in the 

future.” 

EnerStar expects to use fuel cells first 

in hard-to serve remote areas, where the 

cost of building new line is more expensive 

than providing electric service with a fuel 

cell. “We also expect to market these units 

throughout our service territory and be¬ 

yond,” says Hentz. He expects commercial 

units will be available for sale by 2003. 

Hentz says that ECO and its member co¬ 

operatives are also investigating other en¬ 

ergy alternatives including microturbines 

and solar photovoltaics. “All of these new 

technologies will allow us to diversify our 

power supply sources and provide what is 

being called distributed generation,” says 

Hentz. “This new technology will also allow 

us to sene remote locations without having 

to build miles of line.” 
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Customer Appreciation Day 
EnerStar Resources, the cooperative’s 

propane division, recently held four 
Customer Appreciation Days. The weather 
cooperated with no rain and everyone 
survived the heat. Just under 1,000 
people enjoyed 1,500 hot dogs and 30 
gallons of baked beans! 

The propane division’s customer base 
is geographically larger than the 
cooperative’s electric service territory. 
EnerStar Resources serves customers in 
eight Illinois counties and four Indiana 
counties. Therefore, to accommodate 
customers in the larger delivery area, the 
Appreciation Days were held on different 
days in four separate locations: Marshall, 
Illinois, Paris, Illinois, Casey, Illinois and 
Dana, Indiana. People attending the 
event indicated they appreciated the differ¬ 

ent locations and days. 
Four locations meant 

a lot of extra time on the 
EnerStar employees’ part. 
However, it all went 
smoothly thanks to their 
volunteer efforts and the 
help of several of their 
family members. “I really 
have to thank the employ¬ 
ees for their hard work. They volun¬ 
teered two Saturdays to work because 
they believe in serving the member¬ 
ship,” said Larry Jacobs, EnerStar’s pro¬ 
pane division Manager. 

The main reason to host the event is 
to thank members for past propane pur¬ 
chases. The one-on-one time with cus¬ 
tomers helps EnerStar better understand 

the wants and needs of our customers. 
Customers were given information on 
special propane pricing options for the 
upcoming winter heating season, al¬ 
though it was not necessary to complete 
any paperwork the day of the event. 
Jacobs said, “We wanted to keep the 
event low key. It was all about saying 
thanks to our customers.” 

New office hours for EnerStar 
Beginning Monday, July 15, 2002 

8:00 a.m. until 4:30p.m. 
Monday through Friday 

Closed Saturdays 

Office closed 
The EnerStar offices will be 
closed on Monday, Septem¬ 
ber 2, 2002, in observance 

■ ■ I M of Labor Day. Have a safe and 
IJtV ^ fun holiday weekend! 

For more information 
about your cooperative 

visit us on the Web! 

Mission statement: 
EnerStar Power exists to serve the changing needs of 

its members by actively supporting community 
development.. ..bv serving its energy needs. 
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Keep it safe around 

SCHOOL HOSES 
j J ummer’s over and children are heading back to school. Last year, more than 

"I 9,000 students were injured and 26 were killed in bus related incidents. You 

lJ can help stop these incidents by doing your part to ensure students’ safety 

around buses. 

• Always stop your vehicle when a bus is stopped with its stop sign extended from ei¬ 

ther side of the road. 

• Keep a close watch for students who are walking, biking or skating to school. 

STUDENTS SHOULD FOLLOW THESE 
GUIDELINES: 
• Take 10 giant steps in front of a bus be¬ 

fore crossing the street. (This will en¬ 

able the driver to clearly see all 

students as they cross.) 

• Never walk behind a bus. 

• Watch for cars and cross 

streets carefully. 

• Stay away from the bus 

until the driver says it is 

okay to approach. 

Got any ideas for center section stories? 
We are looking for ideas for stories we can feature in this publi¬ 

cation each month. Do you know someone with an interesting or 

out-of-the-ordinary hobby or job? Is there something about the co¬ 

operative you would like to learn more about? What’s going on in 

your area that you think your fellow cooperative members should 

know about? Let us know! (Due to space and deadline constraints, we 

may not be able to follow up on all ideas.) Call Angela Griffin at the 

cooperative office or email her at agriffin@enerstar.com 
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Clear Talk brings long-distance telephone savings 
A note from EnerStar CEO/President Tom J. Hentz 

Clear Talk Communications, a communications cooperative jointly owned by EnerStar, Shelby Electric in Shelbyville 
and Corn Belt Energy in Bloomington, offers a product I would like to bring to the attention of the EnerStar membership. 

If you are like me, you just sit down for dinner and the telephone rings. All too often, it’s a telemarketer attempting to 
persuade you to switch long distance telephone providers. Because of the large number of these calls we all receive, we 
sometimes become “numb” to even entertaining the thought of switching providers. 

However, Clear Talk offers co-op members an exceptional deal through PowerNet Global. I personally have switched 
my long distance, as have most of EnerStar’s directors and employees. I urge you to switch and save as well. The process is 
simple and no one will ever call you during supper. Simply fill out the form below to switch to PowerNet Global. 

I could not believe how much my phone bill dropped at my own home and at EnerStar’s office facilities, which also 
use the service. I know you too will be amazed at the savings. Although we normally don't promote independent vendors’ 
products, this is simply a great deal and 1 felt compelled to bring it to the attention of our members. 

Sincerely, 
TomJ. Hentz 

*NO MONTHLY FEES 

*NOMINIMUMS 

mO CONTRACTS 

4.9 cents 
in State 

*24 HRS n DAYS A WEEK 

-FREE800 # AVAILABLE 

*FREE, EASY SIGN-UP 

6.9 cents 
out of State 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL: (888) 414-4116 

The following application may be submitted as follows: 
Phone: (888) 414-4116 Toll Free Fax: (877) 990-7466 

Mail to: Clear Talk, P.O. Box 1087, Paris, IL 61944 , 1 

Yes! I would like to switch my long distance service. 
I, hereby authorize Clear-Talk Long Distance / PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
telephone service. I have the authority to switch long distance service on the number(s) listed here and my signature authorizes 
Clear-Talk Long Distance / PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to notify my local phone company of my decision 
to change long distance senice. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be accessed by 
the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Print Name    

Address City/St./Zip | 

| Social Security Number:  Current Carrier  

Telephone Numbers you want switched: ( ) ( )  

Services Desired: Outbound:  800 # Travel Cards:  # of cards:  

800 service:  New  Existing Ring to:  

Signature Daytime Contact Number: ( )  

| Date: / /  
l 1 
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New JULIE law promotes safer digging environment in Illinois 
Amendatory language goes into effect July 1, 2002 

Representatives of the Joint Utility Lo¬ 
cating Information for Excavators (JULIE, 
Inc.) announced today that significant new 
amendatory language to the Illinois Under¬ 
ground Facilities Damage Prevention Act 
would go into effect on July 1, 2002. These 
important changes affect anyone doing any 
type of digging in the state and raise the 
responsibilities of both the excavator and 
utility facility owners. 

“The new JULIE Law creates a true one- 
call process and promotes an easier, safer 
digging environment in the state of Illi¬ 
nois,” said Mark Frost, executive director of 
JULIE, Inc. “The reciprocal language rec¬ 
ognized that the excavators and utilities are 
partners in the process of damage preven¬ 
tion.” 

Among the changes, the new JULIE 
Law: 
• Creates an administrative penalty pro¬ 

gram through the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC); 

• Raises penalties for each separate ex¬ 
cavator and/or utility offense up to 
$5,000 (i.e. when no call is made by 
the excavator to JULIE at (800) 892- 
0123); 

• Adds language creating a penalty of 
up to $1,000 for individuals who are 
not involved in the process and who 
remove markings before the comple¬ 
tion of the project; 

• Recognizes the need for excavators to 
be reasonable in the size of their util¬ 
ity locate requests and utilities to be 
reasonable in their staffing levels dur¬ 
ing peak activity periods; 

• Requires the excavator to contact both 
the affected company and JULIE in 
the event of damage to an under¬ 
ground facility; and 

• Creates a true “one call” process by 
penalizing ($100 per day) all non¬ 
participating underground facility 
operators who do not join byjanu- 
ary 1, 2003. 

Excavators and utility company 
representatives may report violations 
to the ICC via http:// 
eweb.icc.state.il.us/julie/. The ICC 
enforcement process phone 
number is (217) 524-0669- 
More information about 
the new law, including 
the full text of the 
legislation and a 
direct link to the 
ICC’s Web site, 
can be found at 
www.julielcall.com. 

“This new law 
stresses the impor¬ 
tance underground damage 
prevention and excavator safety,” Frost con¬ 
tinued. “Over the past year, JULIE has been 
coordinating a proactive outreach program 
to inform and educate its members, con¬ 
tractors and excavators about the changes 
in the legislation.” 

State Senators Larry Walsh, William 
Mahar and Larry Woolard, and Representa¬ 
tive Brent Hassert worked together in a bi¬ 
partisan effort as sponsors of House Bill 
2138 last spring. The bill unanimously 
passed the Senate and House and was 
signed by Gov. Ryan in July 2001. JULIE, 
also known as the “Illinois One-Call Sys¬ 
tem,” is a not-for-profit corporation that 
provides excavators with a toll-free tele¬ 
phone number, (800) 892-0123, to call 
for the free locating and marking of under¬ 
ground facilities. 

JULIE serves as a message handling ser¬ 

vice for utilities, taking information about 
planned excavations and distributing this 
information to its utility membership. It is 
then the responsibility of members to mark 
the location of their underground facilities 
at the excavation site. 

JULIE, Inc. promotes an easier, safer 
digging environment and serves the entire 
state of Illinois outside of the city of Chi¬ 
cago, which is covered by DIGGER. Illinois 
law requires all persons digging to call 
JULIE at least two working days prior to the 
start of excavation and to begin that project 
within 14 calendar days from the call. The 
48 hour notice does not include Saturdays, 
Sundays or holidays. 

Established in 1974, JULIE currently 
represents more than 1,100 member com¬ 
panies. For more information about JULIE, 
please visit www.julielcall.com. 
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Local does not mean low tech 
Sometimes, when people think "local,” they 

think inferior. But often, just the opposite is 
true. Being served locally does not mean settling 
for less. Bigger is not always better and anyone 
reading today’s headlines can see for them¬ 
selves this is true. Look at the recent collapse of 
corporate giants such as WorldCom and Enron. 

EnerStar is locally owned and operated, yet 
supported by a highly trained group of employ¬ 
ees. We ensure our employees have the neces¬ 
sary skills and tools so our members get the 
best products and services available. 

EnerStar maintains a state of the art, reli¬ 
able electric plant. Yes, we experience power 
outages. From the members’ perspective, one 
outage is too many. That is why we do everything 
we can to reduce the number of outages, and 
when they do occur, we work to reduce the out¬ 
age duration. 

Outages occur all times of the day and night 
for many reasons: weather, accidents, animals 
or equipment malfunctions. Outages that affect 
the most members for longer lengths of time 
are generally transmission outages. 

AmerenCIPS owns the transmission lines 
that supply electricity to EnerStar’s substations. 
Therefore, EnerStar works closely with 
AmerenCIPS on our members’ behalf so out¬ 
ages occur less frequently for shorter amounts 
of time. 

A couple of years ago, the Baldwin and 
Chrisman substations were experiencing fre¬ 
quent transmission outages. Ameren did not 
have any devices to indicate a power outage in 
the area. EnerStar members would contact the 
cooperative regarding the outage, then EnerStar 
would contact Ameren, who would dispatch their 
line crew. Once service was restored, EnerStar 
line crews could check for additional outages 
from our substation. 

Because Ameren customers w'ere not af¬ 
fected by these transmission outages, it was not 
Ameren’s priority to fix the problems. To 
EnerStar, it was a critical issue. 

Taking the lead, EnerStar worked closely 
with Ameren to install electronic devices that 
allow both utilities to know immediately if 
transmission service to EnerStar is disrupted. 
The motorized devices, located on steel poles, 
can be read and controlled remotely, eliminat¬ 
ing the need for line crews to be dispatched, 
thereby greatly reducing the outage time to our 
members. 

Shown above is EnerStar’s Maintenance 
Foreman Pete Kramer inspecting new 
electronic panels for the substations. 

EnerStar installed additional equipment to 
correct the problem. This is where settling for 
local means not settling at all. New three- 
phase OCR’s were installed at both substations. 
An OCR opens a circuit during a fault and then 
closes the circuit. If the fault remains, for ex¬ 
ample a tree limb on the line, the OCR will 
open the circuit again and close it in an at¬ 
tempt to clear the fault. 

Often members may complain about 
“blinking lights” or having to reset their 
clocks. In actuality, the blinking lights often 
mean the OCR is working properly in an at¬ 
tempt to clear a fault and eliminate an actual 
outage. Because these 
OCR’s work so well, 
they have been in¬ 
stalled at other 
EnerStar substations. 

Sometimes our 
technological improve¬ 
ments at EnerStar are 
because of opportuni¬ 
ties and not because of 
problems. EnerStar’s 
Marshall substation 
was recently upgraded 
to a 7500 KVA trans¬ 
former. The older 5000 
KVA will remain on site 
to serve as a backup. 

The opportunity' on 
the Marshall substa¬ 
tion is residential load 
growth. Much of it is a 
direct result of efforts 
by the Clark-Edgar Ru¬ 
ral Water District. EnerStar w 
the Water District during its e 
cause we believed it would be beneficial to our 
existing members and would attract new 
members. 

With EnerStar, you can count on our em¬ 
ployees to work hard for the membership and 
use new technology to achieve this goal. You 
can count on us, people you know and trust, to 
be there for you when you need us. 
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September is the month for fall festivals in Claili and Edgar Counlies 
want to do something the whole 

*»family can enjoy? Then you 

need not venture far from home 

for fun and food as two area festi¬ 

vals get underway in September. 

Each festival promises a variety of 

activities to attract both the young 

and young at heart. There are so 

many activities, we can’t list them 

all. Check your local newspaper for 

a detailed listing of all events 

and times. .,1 
i There will be plenty of activities for the 

young and young at heart including a toy 

tractor pull and sheep rodeo. 

Children’s activities will also include games, 

mazes, barnyard bingo, a petting zoo and 

pumpkin decorating. 

AUTUMN FEST. jMV 

SEPTEMBER 20-22 - MARSHALL 

Several festivities kick off in * 

Marshall around the 6:00 hour with a VFW 

fish and chicken dinner, a cake walk, 

prince and princess corornation and arts, 

crafts and food booths. Entertainment 

starts at 6:30 with the Marshall Mello Play¬ 

ers followed by Dan Jayne. 

On Saturday, entertainment and activi¬ 

ties are planned throughout the day and 

into the evening. The kids will not want to 

miss the parade at 11:00 a.m. In the 

evening, the Steve Harris band will play at 

6:45 p.m. and the Classic Rock All Stars, a 

touring rock group which features singers 

from famous 1960s musical groups, will 

perform from 8:00-9:30 p.m. 

On Sunday; entertainment continues 

along with Fortress performing from 3:00- 

4:00 pm. The car and truck show begins at 

1:00. Arts, crafts and food booths will offer a 

variety of products throughout the festival. 

HONEYBEE FESTIVAL. 

SEPTEMBER 26-29-PARIS 

The Honeybee festival is a weekend long 

festival with a variety of activities held 

throughout Paris. 

SITE NUMBER 1: EDGAR 

COUNTY COURTHOUSE LAWN 

On the south side of the square, the 

Kiwanis Early Risers will host the “Little Ger¬ 

man” tent featuring German food, bever¬ 

ages, and music. On Friday and Saturday 

night, the tent will be host to the Knappers, 

playing authentic German music. German 

food will be served from 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 

p.m. on Friday and Saturday. 

On the north side of the square, the 

Paris Kiwanis Club will serve pancakes hot 

off the griddle on Friday and Saturday from 

6:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. On Friday, entertain¬ 

ment begins at 5:00 pm. On Saturday; en¬ 

tertainment is provided from 1:00- 5:00 

p.m. Saturday will close with Mike Massa - 

Elvis Impersonator at 7:00 p.m. 

On Sunday; the 5th Annual Honeybee Car 

Show will fill the parking lot of the Edgar 

County Bank and Trust. Also on Sunday af¬ 

ternoon is the second Annual Motorcycle 

show. This show is sponsored by the local 

ABATE chapter and will be held on the 

south side of the square. The fourth Annual 

Honeybee Talent Show will be from 12:00- 

4:00 p.m. 

Be sure to check the Honeybee Festival 

Web site atwww.honeybeefestival.org, for 

current information. 

SITE NUMBER 2: EDGAR COUNTY 

FAIRGROUNDS: /tf' 

Throughout the weekend, the 

Paris Honeybee .Antique Association will 

present an array of antiques, crafts and 

collectibles. Honeybee demonstrations and 

displays will be shown throughout the 

weekend with an observation beehive, dis¬ 

plays and honey sales along with other re¬ 

lated bee activities. There will be many folk 

art demonstrations: quilting, whittling, 

blacksmithing and basket weaving just to 

name a few. Antique farm machinery, 

steam engines and gas engines will also be 

on hand. 

Many children’s activities are planned 

as well. There will be barrel rides, a space 

walk, sack races and much more. A free 

petting zoo will be open to all ages. Other 

activities for children include pumpkin 

painting, cakewalks and a barnyard 

scramble at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday. On 

Sunday afternoon, children will enjoy a 

kiddie tractor pull at 2:30 p.m. 

Live music from local talents and 

karaoke will be provided throughout the 

weekend and at night around the bonfire. 

You can even enjoy an evening hayride. A 

unique group performing is the Robinson 

Carving Company, which performs a chain 

saw carving exhibition. 

OTHER SITES: EDGAR COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND EAST 

JASPER PLAZA 

On the Historical Society’s grounds, fes¬ 

tival goers can take a walk through history 

at the Victorian Arthur House, visit a note¬ 

worthy pioneer log cabin and the Edgar 

County Historical Museum. As old-time mu¬ 

sic fills the air, there will be knitting and 

tatting demonstrations, food preservation 

demonstrations, fireside cooking and 

storytelling. Other happenings will include 

booths with pumpkins, mums, candles, a 

display of antique trucks and other displays 

in the annex. 

Most activities planned for East Jasper 

revolve around a large flea market and car¬ 

nival offering just about everything imagin¬ 

able, from camel rides to carriage rides. 

Come and enjoy the September festivals 

in Clark and Edgar counties and be sure to 

thank the many volunteers whose tireless 

efforts bring success to these events! 
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We’re here for you 

To reduce costs, big corporations replace in¬ 

ventory using a procedure called “just in time” 

delivery, meaning they get just what they need 

just when they need it. EnerStar uses this phi¬ 

losophy when applicable. We can't wait for inven¬ 

tory during a power outage. Therefore, EnerStar 

maintains a reasonable amount of transformers 

and poles on hand so we are ready at a 

moment’s notice. And we work closely with 

nearby electric cooperatives on larger, more ex¬ 

pensive items, which are needed from time to 

time. That is why being part of a cooperative is 

beneficial to the member. 

N. 
CN 

Qualifying members get 
1 cent per gallon dlsoountl 

Discount available as long 
as you remain an EnerStar 
Propane oustomerl 

fee both Firstar electric 
iniPnp7ne 

DISCOUNT QUALIFICATIONS: 
• Be 65 years or older 
• Provide proof of age with photo identification 
• Have approved credit and remain a customer in good standing 
• Automatic Delivery Service 
• Discount available at the primary resident on one tank 
• Must own or lease a 330 gallon tank or larger 

To sign up for the Senior Member Discount, stop by either EnerStar 
office or mail this completed form along with proof of age to EnerStar. 
Forms should be mailed to: EnerStar Resources, 11597 Illinois High¬ 
way One, Suite R Paris, IL 61944. 

SENIOR MEMBER DISCOUNT SIGN-UP FORM 

Name 

Address 

Account Number 

Birth Date 

I hereby acknowledge that I have read the discount guidelines and meet the dis¬ 
count guidelines. I am in agreement with the terms of this policy. 

Signature 
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Changes in Meter Readings in September 

This month, EnerStar Power will change 

its schedule for reading meters from every 

month to every other month. The bi¬ 

monthly meter reading program will begin 

in September of 2002. 

EnerStar Power continually seeks ways 

to become more efficient and more effec¬ 

tive, with our main priority to deliver safe, 

reliable, cost effective energy service. Ob¬ 

taining bimonthly meter readings is just 

one of the ways we can accomplish this 

goal. It also enables us to improve the elfi- 

ciency of our operations, thus keeping costs 

down. 

As a result of recent employee 

downsizing at EnerStar, two employees will 

be retiring early, bringing about a reduc¬ 

tion of employees in the Operations Depart¬ 

ment. Pete Kraemer, a journeyman 

lineman and maintenance foreman, and 

Ron Martin, one of the two EnerStar meter 

readers, will be retiring. These employees 

will not be replaced. 

In the near future, meters will be read 

remotely. AMR (automatic meter reader) 

devices obtain readings via telephone line 

and the Internet. Some AMR is even accom¬ 

plished with satellite technology. These 

technologies are already in place at many 

utilities across the county regardless of the 

size of the service territory. EnerStar has not 

selected an AMR program but is consider¬ 

ing several options in the near future. 

Therefore, management and the board of 

directors feel it would not be prudent to 

hire a new meter reader at this time. 

Interestingly, a major Illinois utility an¬ 

nounced the same type of meter reading 

program at the same time EnerStar made 

the decision. Illinois Power, the Decatur- 

based utility owned by Dynegy, started a bi¬ 

monthly meter reading program. The new 

policy was a result of a pilot project in the 

Mt. Vernon, Illinois, area in June of 2000. 

Beginning in September, one half of the 

EnerStar system will have estimated meter 

readings. The other half will estimate the 

following month. 

The billing software used by EnerStar to 

calculate reading estimates is designed to 

accurately estimate your consumption 

based on historical usage patterns. 

Members who have questions regarding 

the new meter reading program should 

contact EnerStar’s billing department once 

they receive their first estimated bill. The 

electric statement will indicate if an esti¬ 

mated meter reading was used. 

Summer Fun! 
When it’s summer time, it’s 4-H 

time! Pictured together are three 

youths with their electricity 

projects. They are Jacob 

Robinson, Adam Cash 

and Katie Muhlbauer. 

Adam Cash was 

presented with the 
Champion plaque, 

donated by EnerStar 

Power. 

OLDER WIRING Today’s modern lifestyle depends on 

electricity. But if your home’s electrical system is 

outdated, you may be headed for trouble. 

Watch for these signs of electrical problems: fre¬ 

quently blown fuses or tripped circuit breakers, 

switch blades, outlet covers, cords or plugs that are 

warm to the touch, and cut, broken or cracked insu¬ 

lation on electric wiring. If these signs are present, you 

need a safely inspection by a licensed inspector. To 

learn more, visitwww.safeelcctricity.org. 

www. saf eel ectri city, org 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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EnerStar Your total energy supplier 
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veww.enerstar.com • Paris, Illinois 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 

Introducing Alert Security 
Finally, you can feel secure about your security company 

Up to now, the security industry has 
not made people feel very secure about 
buying a security system. Gimmicks, high- 
pressure sales, hidden charges and ridicu¬ 
lous contracts have given the industry a 
black eye. 

Then there is the monitoring contract. 
Some companies, even if the service is 
bad, never allow customers to actually own 
the security system, even after years of high 
monitoring fees. 

All that has changed. 
EnerStar Power Corp, along with three 

other Illinois electric cooperatives, Shelby 
Electric, Adams Electric and McDonough 
Electric, decided to build a security com¬ 
pany to serve their members. No old 
ideas or gimmicks. Just the service, 
honesty and integrity you have 
come to expect from your 
electric cooperative. 

The result is 
Alert Security and 
Energy Services, 
partly owned by 
EnerStar. “We are totally 
different form anything in the 
security industry,” says Alert’s 
Sales Manager, Gary Rhodes. 

Alert offers a variety of security systems 
and payment plans to fit any budget. “We 
won’t offer a ‘one-size-fits-all’ system,” 
says Rhodes. “Every home and business 
is different and has different security 
needs. We will come out and do a free se¬ 
curity evaluation on every customer and 
custom design a system just for them.” 

Burglary and fire protection are only 
the beginning of a long list of security sys¬ 
tems offered through Alert Security. A secu¬ 

rity system protects homes and businesses 
from property damage and personal injury. 

Environmental Monitoring includes 
fire, smoke detection, carbon monoxide, 
AC power outage, high/low temperature 
alert for livestock confinement facilities, 
and water damage prevention. 

Healthcare monitoring offers in-home 
emergency healthcare and no-activity de¬ 
tection. This set up is particularly nice for 
the elderly or handicapped person who 

wants to remain independent as long as 
possible. 

The “Energy Ser¬ 
vices” of Alert Security in¬ 

cludes home automation 
and lifestyle conveniences 

such as temperature, light¬ 
ing and appliance control in addition to 
other home equipment automation. 

Alert’s monitoring rates start as low as 
$19-95 per month. Included for the 
$19.95 monthly fee are intrusion, fire, 
medical alert and security system paging 
features. They can also monitor most exist¬ 
ing systems with no conversion charges. 

For more infonuation on Alert Security 
and Energy Services, call 466-7620 or 
(866) 876-4780. 

rt 
Security 
Energy Services, Inc. 
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EnerStar Power Participates in 

National Cooperative Month Observance 

EnerStar Power Corp will be one of 

the nation’s 48,000 cooperative busi¬ 

nesses celebrating Co¬ 

operative Month 

during October of 

2002. The 2002 theme 

is ’‘Cooperatives - 

Businesses People 

Trust.” 

“Cooperatives are 

found in every state of 

the union and serve 

approximately 120 million people - 

nearly half of the population of the 

United States,” says EnerStar President/ 

CEO Tom J. Hentz. “And 31 million of 

that number are served by 1,000 electric 

cooperatives in 46 states.” Illinois con¬ 

tains 27 electric co-ops, 

and EnerStar serves 

5,200 electric members 

in Edgar, Clark, Coles, 

Vermilion and Douglas 

counties. 

“Providing electric 

service the cooperative 

way distinguishes elec¬ 

tric co-ops from inves¬ 

tor-owned and electric utilities,” Hentz 

said. “Electric co-op employees and 

board members are a part of the com¬ 

munity the co-op serves. And, all across 

COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 

Seven Cooperative Principles 
Cooperatives, like EnerStar Power,are guided by a set of seven principles 

11ST PRINCIPLE: VOLUNTARY AND 

OPEN MEMBERSHIP 

Cooperatives are voluntary organiza¬ 

tions, open to all persons able to use their 

services and willing to accept the respon¬ 

sibilities of membership. 

12ND PRINCIPLE: DEMOCRATIC 

MEMBER CONTROL 

Cooperatives are democratic organi¬ 

zations controlled by their members, who 

actively participate in setting their policies 

and making decisions. Men and women 

serving as elected representatives are ac¬ 

countable to the membership. 

13RD PRINCIPLE: MEMBERS’ 

ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION 

Members contribute equally to, and 

democratically control, the capital of their 

cooperative. At least part of that capital is 

usually the common property of the co¬ 

operative. They usually receive limited 

compensation, if any, on capital sub¬ 

scribed as a condition of membership. 

14TH PRINCIPLE: AUTONOMY AND 

INDEPENDENCE 

Cooperatives are autonomous, self- 

help organizations controlled by their 

members. If they enter into agreements 

with other organizations, including gov¬ 

ernments, or raise capital from external 

sources, they do so on terms that ensure 

democratic control by their members and 

maintain their cooperative autonomy. 

15™ PRINCIPLE: EDUCATION, 

TRAINING, AND INFORMATION 

Cooperatives provide education and 

training for their members, elected repre¬ 

sentatives, managers and employees so 

they can contribute effectively to the de¬ 

velopment of their cooperatives. 

16™ PRINCIPLE: COOPERATION 

AMONG COOPERATIVES 

Cooperatives serve their members 

most effectively and strengthen the coop¬ 

erative movement by working together 

through local, national, regional and in¬ 

ternational structures. 

■ 7™ PRINCIPLE: CONCERN FOR THE 
B COMMUNITY 

While focusing on member needs, 

cooperatives work for community devel¬ 

opment through policies accepted by 

their members. 

Keep these principles in mind as 

you think about the cooperatives that 

help make your life a little better. To find 

out more about electric co-ops visit 

www.enerstar.com. 

the nation, electric co-op people are in¬ 

volved in community activities, such as 

safety programs at schools, raising 

money for community organizations, 

helping businesses and supporting eco¬ 

nomic development. 

“Additionally the co-op’s members 

have a voice, they vote in cooperative 

matters and can be elected as directors,” 

Hentz said. 

“EnerStar helps the community and 

its citizens. Furthermore, the theme, 

‘Cooperatives - Businesses People 

Trust,’ exemplifies what co-ops, their 

employees and their members are all 

about,” he added. 

Mile after 
mile... 

we’re here 
for you! 

Photo taken on Indian Boundary 

Street in Edgar County, but it is 

representative of many roads in 

our service territory. We’re here 

to go the extra mile for you - 

whether that means electric 

service or customer service! 
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Paris community YMCA building 30 years young 
The Young Men’s Christian Association 

(YMCA) started in 1844 in London, En¬ 
gland. It began as a small group of evan¬ 
gelical Protestants who prayed and studied 
the Bible together. 

Years later, a Boston sea captain and 
missionary was inspired by the work of the 
first YMCA and led the formation of the 
first United States YMCA in Boston in 1851. 

In 1877 the Paris YMCA was organized 

and then incorporated in 1878. Its mission 
was similar to other YMCAs of the time. Af¬ 
ter January^ 1899, no mention of the Paris 
YMCA can be found. 

In 1968 the Paris Community MCA be¬ 
gan again with a three-year 
pilot program. The Paris as¬ 
sociation was located in an 
old two-story house at 109 
East Madison Street in 

Paris. Well before the three 

years were up, it was evi¬ 
dent the YMCA was a success 
and a larger building was 

needed. 
At approximately the 

same time, the Paris Han¬ 
gar (a center for area 
youth) was looking for a 
new home. It was felt a 

joint building could be con¬ 

structed more economically 
than two buildings. Sepa¬ 

rate organization ensured 
the YMCA and the Hangar 
would be two entities. The 
capital fund drive began in 
March 1971 and met its goal of $650,000 in 

May of the same year. Construction began 
on the 22,000 square foot facility and the 
YMCA moved into the new building in 1972. 

In 1984, a second gym and three rac- 
quetball courts were added. Two years later 
saw the addition of a Nautilus room. In 

2000, Nautilus moved downstairs in order 
to become handicapped accessible, easier 
for seniors to use, and safer. Nautilus 

equipment was updated, a free-weight 

room and dance studio were added, and 

the Paris YMCA acquired the Hangar. 

The Paris Community YMCA serves all 

of Edgar County. The facility and program¬ 
ming are excellent for an area this size. 

Many out-of-town visitors are quite im¬ 

pressed and often comment that the Paris 
YMCA is like that found in larger commu¬ 

nities. Compared nationally, no other simi¬ 
lar-sized community has a YMCA like Edgar 

County. 

The Paris YMCA fosters wellness in 

people of all ages by building self-esteem 

and health of spirit, mind and body. Aerobic 
classes, senior aquacise, strength training 
workouts, team sports and the annual Corpo¬ 
rate Challenge help adults reduce stress, 
maintain fitness and develop lasting friend¬ 
ships. 

A whopping 7,424 class registrations were 

recorded at the Paris YMCA last year for pro¬ 
grams that include sports, swimming, dance, 

gymnastics, before and after school care, 
summer camp, teen leadership activities and 

trips. 
In addition to fee programs, the Paris 

Community YMCA offers ‘free’ programs as 
well. The most widely known are Splash, 

Swim Safe and Healthy Kids Day. Splash is a 
weeklong program of swimming lessons to 
children who have no previous swimming ex¬ 
perience. Swim Safe is water safety taught to 
all 2ni1 and 3rd graders. Healthy Kids Day is a 
youth and family health fair. 

This fall’s offerings include two ‘free’ pro¬ 
grams: ?re-school Open Swim, and Spirit, 
Mind & Body. Pre-school open swim offers a 
relaxing swim session for youngsters to play 

with toys and have fun in the pool. Spirit, 

Mind & Body helps improve the body while 

feeding the soul. The first 1/2 hour is stretch¬ 
ing followed by an hour long Bible Study. 

Although participation is almost double 
what it was five years ago, many people have 

not had the benefit of Paris YMCA activities. 

Some lack financial resources, while others 
do not have transportation. With the 

community’s help, the Paris Community 
YMCA raises money each year with three ma¬ 

jor fundraisers to help alleviate these prob¬ 

lems and offer economically priced programs. 
The Partners with Youth campaign pro¬ 

vides funding for youth programs and allows 
the YMCA to provide more opportunities for 
youth and young adults. The .Annual Auction 
& Dinner is an elegant evening of fabulous 
food, and wonderful auction items that raise 
approximately 7 percent of the Paris Com¬ 
munity YMCA’s operating budget. The Paris 
YMCA also receives support from the United 

Way. Although the Paris Community YMCA is 

one of the largest recipients of the United 

Way’s generosity, this funding accounts for 
only 8 percent of the YMCA’s operating bud¬ 
get. Membership fees account for 41 percent 
of the budget. 

Today, one out of three Americans re¬ 
ports being a YMCA 
member at some point 
in life. The YMCA has 

touched virtually all 
Americans in some 

way. YMCAs invented 

basketball, volleyball, 
pioneered camping, 
public libraries, night 
schools, introduced the 

world’s first indoor 
pool and group swim 

lessons. YMCAs offered 
after school care long 

before “latchkey kids” 
had been given a 

name. And YMCAs have 
provided community 
and family relief from 

the Civil War through 
September ID1’. 

As the Paris Commu¬ 
nity YMCA moves into the 21s1 century, it 

must retain a commitment to serve all ages, 
abilities and incomes in the community; to 
meet ever changing community needs; to 
remain a movement led by volunteers, and 
to live its mission everyday. 

The Paris YMCA needs to be a leader in 
new initiatives to help meet critical needs 
for youth and families. YMCAs currently 

serve one in 10 teenagers and pledge to 
double that number within the next five 

years. 

Collaboration is the hallmark of Paris 
YMCA programs. Partnerships with juvenile 

courts, public housing authorities, and pub¬ 
lic schools along with other local agencies 

are vital in terms of meeting community 

needs. 

The Paris Community YMCA will con¬ 
tinue to “build strong kids, strong families, 
strong communities” in the years ahead. 

Information for this article was gathered 

from YMCA of the USA, Paris Beacon- 
News and Paris Community YMCA. 

IN 
<N 
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A lazy drive full of history and nature 
On a beautiful fall day, nothing is more 

relaxing than a slow drive in the country. 
There is so much to see and hear.. .or not 
hear, depending on where you live. When 
out driving, have you ever thought about 
the roadside history? 

Brenda Buckley, Executive Director of 
the Paris Chamber of Commerce, and oth¬ 
ers in the community thought about just 
that. There is so much history in east cen¬ 
tral Illinois, yet all too often, we are un¬ 
aware of it or simply take it for granted. 
With the help of Elmer and Pat Brazelton 
and Bill Brown, the Chamber prepared a 
unique way to see the sites of Edgar County. 

Brochures were developed outlining 
various road tours of Edgar County. Each 
“Windshield Tour” provides a detailed map 
of an area with historical significance of 
stops along the way. The brochures can be 
picked up, free of charge, at the Paris Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 105 North Cen¬ 
tral in Paris. 

HIGHLIGHTED BELOW IS 

INFORMATION AND EXCERPTS 

FROM THE “NORTH ARM” TOUR: 

Early residents of Hunter Township, 
who situated on the “north arm” of the 
prairie, are acknowledged as the first white 
settlers in Edgar County. Originally there 
were more villages and hamlets in the 
community than any other township. In 
1820, Cambridge City was laid out with the 
intention of becoming the county seat. A 
post office was established at Baldwin. 
Huffmanville kept a store and post office, 
as did Dawson. However, none of these 
settlements survived. 

As the North Arm tour begins, heading 
east of Paris on the Clinton Road, the first 
stop is the North Arm Community Building. 
A monument marks the original settlement 
of North Arm Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The church was established in 1819. 

At this intersection are two important 
early trails. The Clinton Road was in the 
beginning known as the Fort Quiatanon 
Trace, while the North Arm Wagon Trail ran 
from Fort Harrison in Indiana to the North 
Arm Community. 

Traveling north, the next historic stop is 
a familiar icon in the community: the 
North Arm Catholic Church and the St. 
Aloysius Cemetery. A group of settlers from 
Kentucky arrived at the North Arm of the 
Prairie in the spring of 1817. They were 
lead by Aloysius Brown and settled on land 
made available by the Harrison Purchase 
Act of 1805. The land was offered for sale 
at $1.25 an acre, or $50.00 for forty acres. 
The first church, dedicated in 1837, was 
built by bricks made by Brown and Father 
Lalumiere. The present brick building was 
dedicated in 1899- It is said the settlers’ 
children, including the Brown children, 
had friendly Kickapoo children as play¬ 
mates. 

St. Aloysius Cemetery is the oldest 
Catholic cemetery in eastern Illinois. To the 
rear of the cemetery is a natural attraction 
created by the hand of God, as some will 
tell you. It is the only waterfall in Edgar 
County and measures an impressive eight 
feet drop, running most of the season ex¬ 
cept in dry years. 

The next stop is an area called Clay’s 
Prairie. In the early days of the county, 
Henry Clay, the great Kentucky Statesman, 
entered two or three sections of land in 
what is now Hunter Township. Although the 
land was sold and the Clays returned to 
Kentucky, the area is still known today as 
Clay’s Prairie. The Clay’s Prairie United 
Methodist Church, built in 1873, still 
stands today. 

Traveling south of the Clinton road is 
Stratton Township, settled in 1818. Among 
the early settlers was J.M. Blackburn, a 
Colonel of the Militia of Edgar County at the 
beginning of the Black Hawk war. 

The section of road from Blackburn 
Cemetery to the rail crossing near the 
Clinton Road travels along an original game 
and Indian trace, Durkeys Ferry Trace. 

As you can see, there is much to see 
and do in your own “backyard.” Stop by 
the Paris Chamber to pick up a “Wind¬ 
shield Tour” and take your Sunday drive! 

WINDSHIELD TOURS 
OF EDGAR COUNTY 

Published by the Paris Area 
Chamber of Commerce 

• The Grandview Tour 
• The Young America Tour 
• The Prairie Farm Tour 
• The Elbridge Tour 
• The North Arm Tour 

EnerStar Power Corp 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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Pheasants Forever helps preserve wildlife habitat in Edgar County 
by Angie Bates 

Imagine walking through a misty plain 
of grasses. Staggering in height and as¬ 
sorted in colors, they dance in the gentle 
fall breeze. Suddenly the field comes alive 
with thousands of baby grasshoppers, jump¬ 
ing around vigorously at your ankles. You 
have arrived at the Willow Creek Habitat 
area; an 87-acre site dedicated to the pres¬ 
ervation of wildlife habitat. Located 1/8 mile 
west of Horace, 111 it provides nesting, brood 
rearing and winter protection for pheasant, 
quail, rabbit and a variety of other wildlife. 

The Edgar County Pheasants Forever Or¬ 
ganization developed the Willow Creek Wild¬ 
life Area project. Brad Tucker, President of 
this organization, says, “Pheasants Forever is 
the largest upland resource organization in 
the country. We were urged to find an area of 
Illinois that would be well managed for 
habitat. The purpose of the project is to in¬ 
crease the natural population of wildlife 
habitat. We don’t stock birds; we try to estab¬ 
lish habitat. Primarily, pheasants benefit 
from this project.” Tucker has been working 
on and volunteering his time on the land for 
10 years. 

Says Bob Cottingham of the Illinois De¬ 
partment of Natural Resources (IDNR), “The 
project was then submitted to the State 
Habitat Stamp Fund. Each hunting license 
has a required Habitat stamp that costs 
$5.50 which contributes revenues to the 
fund. This means that the project is directly 
tied to revenues produced by hunters buying 
licenses matching funds and commitments 
to develop the project.” 

Tucker says, “We re-apply every year to 
the Pheasants Stamp fund to help private 
landowners and farmers create filter strips, 
buy equipment, seed and chemicals to es¬ 
tablish a wildlife friendly habitat on govern¬ 
ment acres. Organizations like ours have to 
go through an application process to prove 
to the IDNR what we can do with the money. 
Then they track how we spend the money, 
and file reports when it is done.” 

Switchgrass dances as 
the wind blows softly. 

From left: Russ 
Lewsader, Robby Tucker 
and Edgar County 
Pheasants Forever 
President Brad Tucker, 
know what it takes to 
preserve habitat. 

Local funds were provided 
by the Edgar County Wildlife 
fund, a local non-profit orga¬ 
nization. They provide funds 
for a variety of wildlife projects including the 
treatment of injured wildlife as well as 
scholarships for students pursuing conserva¬ 
tion college courses. The area was granted 
$4,940 to purchase native grass seed for fil¬ 
ter strips in March of 2000. 

Some of the seedlings planted are 
brome/alfalfa, which is a cool season grass 
that is very suitable for pheasant nesting 
and other upland game. The alfalfa le¬ 
gumes draw insects for the birds to feed on 
for the first six months of their life. Brome/ 
alfalfa borders are planted on the area’s 
perimeters as well. Warm season grasses 
include switchgrasses that enable wildlife 

to find winter cover and shelter. Small sec¬ 
tions of bottomland and early growth wood¬ 
land also exist in the area. 

The area is accessible to foot traffic 
during hunting season on specific days in 
November and December from sunrise to 
sunset. A permit is required to hunt, and 
during the offseason the local schools are 
able to visit. This is an excellent area for 
environmental education and wildlife 
study. There are 87 total acres, 71 are 
open acres, 16 are timbered acres and the 
whole area is huntable. 

The acquisition was completed in 
Continued on page 16b 
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November of 1999, purchased by the IDNR 
for $ 184,000 from landowner Wanda 
Young. The Illinois Habitat Fund provided 
$166,500 and the Edgar County Wildlife 
Fund contributed $17,500 to assist in ob¬ 
taining the site. 

Willow Creek State Habitat Area is the 

first Department of Natural Resource’s site 
(as well as state site) in Edgar County and 
is managed as a satellite of Walnut State 
Park near Oakland in Douglas County. The 
IDNR dedicated the land after joining with 
representatives of the Illinois Habitat Fund 
Advisory Committee, Edgar County Wildlife 
Fund, Edgar County Pheasants Forever and 

the Illinois Conservation Foundation. 
For more information about Willow 

Creek Habitat Area you may call the Walnut 
State Point Park at 217-346-3336 or log on 
to the Internet address: http:// 
dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/ 
hunter_fact_sheet/R3hfs/ 
wlp_willowcreek.htm 

cases, directly to you. 
If you think you might be eligible for 

assistance, you should contact ERBA di¬ 
rectly. Representatives can be reached at 
465-4911 in Edgar County or 932-5272 in 
Clark County. 

Below are the income eligibility guide¬ 
lines for the LIHEAP program. For more in¬ 
formation, contact the office nearest you. 

Income Eligibility: 
30-day period to application 

Family Size 30 day income 
1 $1108 
2 $1493 
3 $1878 
4 $2263 
5 $2648 
6 $3033 
7 $3418 
8 $3803 

Low income energy assistance available 
The Low Income Energy Assistance Pro¬ 

gram (LIHEAP) is designed to help eligible 
households pay for winter energy services. 
LIHEAP will provide a one-time benefit to 
eligible households to be used for energy 
bills. The amount of the payment is deter¬ 
mined by income, household size, fuel type 
and geographic location. 

An overdue bill or cut-off notice is not 
required. You do not have to own your 
home or pay energy bills directly to be eli¬ 
gible for assistance. Emergency assistance 
may be available if your household is dis¬ 
connected from an energy source needed 
for heating and/or if a delivered-fuel sup¬ 
plier has refused to deliver and the tank 
contains 10 percent or less. 

In east-central Illinois, monies from the 
LIHEAP program are administered through 
the Embarrass River Basin Agency (ERBA). 
Assistance for reconnection will only be 
provided to households that have made a 

good faith effort to maintain their energy 
serv ices or can pay a portion of the amount 
owed for reconnection. 

ERBA accepts applications for assis¬ 
tance on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednes¬ 
days. When applying for assistance, you 
need the following information: (1) Proof 
of gross income from all household mem¬ 
bers for the 30-day period prior to applica¬ 
tion date; (2) A copy of your current heat 
and electric bills; (3) Proof of Social Secu¬ 
rity numbers for all household members; 
(4) If a member of your household received 
TANF, you must bring their “Medical Eligi¬ 
bility Card”; (5) If you rent your home, 
proof of your rental agreement, which must 
state your monthly rent amount may be 
necessary. 

ERBA will determine if you are eligible 
for assistance. If you are eligible, ERBA will 
make the appropriate payments to your en¬ 
ergy provider(s) on your behalf or, in some 

Students encouraged to apply for 2003 IEC Memorial Scholarships 
EnerStar CEO/President Tom Hentz 

has announced that for the eighth 
consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will 
award $1,000 academic 
scholarships to high school se¬ 
niors. The four scholarships are be¬ 
ing awarded through the Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 
Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college 
education in the state of Illinois are eligible 
to participate in the program. Three of the 
four scholarships will be awarded to the 
child of an electric cooperative member. 

The other $1,000 award will go to the 
child of an electric cooperative director 

or employee. Deadline for applica¬ 
tions to be returned to the coop¬ 
erative is January 1, 2003. 

“The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to assist electric cooperative 

youth while honoring past rural electric 
leaders through memorial gifts,” said 
Hentz. “EnerStar Power and the other Illi¬ 
nois electric cooperatives want to make a 
difference in their communities. One of 
the best ways we can do that is by lending 
a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged based on grade 

point average, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a short es¬ 
say, which demonstrates their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program 
was established in 1994 by the board of 
directors of the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. For further information 
on the IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, 
contact Angela Griffin at EnerStar Power at 
(217) 466-7603 or (800) 635-4145, ex¬ 
tension 603. Guidance counselors at area 
high schools will also have all the necessary 
information. 

We’re here for you... 
Large corporations use “just in time” inventory procedures, getting the prod¬ 
uct just when they need it. But at EnerStar, we maintain a reasonable amount 
of transformers and poles on hand so we are ready at a moment’s notice. We 
don’t know when a storm will hit or equipment will not function. We work 
closely with nearby electric cooperatives on larger, expensive items, which are 
needed from time to time. We’re here for you... right when you need us! 
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Alert Security 
Feel secure about your security company 

Up to now, the security industry has not 

made people feel very secure about buying 

a security system. Gimmicks, high-pressure 

sales, hidden charges and ridiculous con¬ 

tracts have given the industry a black eye. 

As reported in the last issue of this publica¬ 

tion, all that has changed with the intro¬ 

duction of Alert Security and Energy- 

Services. 

EnerStar Power Corp, along with three 

other Illinois electric cooperatives, Shelby 

Electric, Adams Electric and McDonough 

Electric, decided to build a security com¬ 

pany to serve their members. No old ideas 

or gimmicks. Just the service, honesty and 

integrity you have come to expect from your 

electric cooperative. The goal of the part¬ 

nership is to bring the latest in sercurity 

services to the membership. 

Alert Security offers Home Intrusion, 

Enviromental, Health Care Emergency and 

Home Automation services using state of 

the art telephone-based wired and wireless 

security systems and components. Video¬ 

monitoring equipment is also available. 

The Illinois Department of Professional 

Regulation (IDPR) heavily regulates the se¬ 

curity business. All employees must be is¬ 

sued a permanent employee registration 

card (PERC) by IDPR and numerous com¬ 

pliance reports are required. 

When looking to employ a security con¬ 

sultant to serve the east, central Illinois di¬ 

vision from the Shelbyville to Paris area, 

Alert management wanted someone with an 

extensive sales background, preferably in 

electronics and communications. They did 

not have to look far for someone who fit the 

bill and was familiar with the electric co¬ 

operative business. June Jacobs, the previ¬ 

ous Manager of Clear Talk Communica¬ 

tions, was hired early this fall. 

Tom Hentz, CEO/President of EnerStar, 

says “June will be a great asset to Alert Se¬ 

curity. She understands the marketplace 

and knows what the customer is looking 

for.” 

Jacobs has undergone additional secu¬ 

rity training and is already 

off and running. “A 

is not looking to of¬ 

fer a ‘one-size- 

fits-all’ 

system,” says 

Jacobs. “Every home 

and business is differ¬ 

ent. Some people want a simple system. 

Others are looking for lots of ‘bells and 

whistles.’ We do a free security evaluation 

on every customer and custom design a sys¬ 

tem just for them, based on what they want 

to spend.” 

Burglary and fire protection are only 

the beginning of a long list of security sys¬ 

tems offered through Alert. A security sys¬ 

tem protects homes and businesses from 

property damage and personal injury. 

Jacobs stated many of the customers she 

has talked to have been attracted to the fire 

protection. “Obviously a home that is moni¬ 

tored for smoke and fire will likely have 

significantly less damage if the fire depart¬ 

ment can respond quicker.” A “monitored” 

system is constantly communicating with 

the fire and smoke alarm sensors, 24 hours 

a day, 365 days a year. 

Alert’s environmental monitoring in¬ 

cludes fire, smoke detection, carbon mon¬ 

oxide, AC power outage, high/low 

temperature alert for livestock confinement 

irlhj June Jacobs m/CyLil ILy Alert Energy Consultant 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

facilities, and water damage prevention. 

Healthcare monitoring offers in-home 

emergency healthcare and no-activity de¬ 

tection. This set up is particularly nice for 

the elderly or handicapped person who 

wants to remain independent as long as 

possible. 

The “Energy Services” of Alert Security 

includes home automation and lifestyle 

conveniences such as temperature, lighting 

and appliance control in addition to other 

home equipment automation. 

Alert’s monitoring rates start as low as 

$19-95 per month. Included for the 

$19 95 monthly fee are intrusion, fire, 

medical alert and security system paging 

features. They can also monitor most exist¬ 

ing systems with no conversion charges. 

Alert Security is just another example of 

partnerships bringing valuable services to 

cooperative members. For more informa¬ 

tion on Alert Security and Energy Services, 

call 466-7620 or (866) 876-4780. 

Changes in meter readings 
As reported earlier, EnerStar Power has 

changed its schedule for reading meters 

from every month to every other month. The 

bimonthly meter reading program began in 

September of 2002. 

EnerStar Power continually seeks ways to 

become more efficient and more effective. 

Our main priority is to deliver safe, reliable, 

cost effective energy service. Obtaining bi¬ 

monthly meter readings is just one of the 

ways we can accomplish this goal. It also en¬ 

ables us to improve the efficiency of our op¬ 

erations - keeping costs down. 

One half of the EnerStar system will be 

read one month, and the second half will 

be read the following month. With this 

change, some of our members may not be 

familiar with our meter reader. EnerStar 

meter reader Jon Farris, who previously 

read only half the EnerStar system, will 

now be reading the entire system. 

Members who have questions regarding 

the new meter reading program should 

contact EnerStar’s billing department. The 

electric statement will indicate if an esti¬ 

mated meter reading was used. 
Jon Farris 

EnerStar Meter Reader 
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EnerStar Resources - Employee spotlight 
Winter is coming, and if you purchase 

propane from EnerStar Resources, you will 
be seeing a lot more of our propane driv¬ 
ers. Therefore, it is a great time to reintro¬ 

duce them. 
Every EnerStar propane specialist is 

trained in proper handling and delivery 
procedures. With the assistance of the Illi¬ 

nois Propane Gas Association, employees 
are trained on the handling of hazardous 
materials, including propane. Department 
of Transportation training addresses the 

use of containers, trucks and transports. 
EnerStar Resources employees meet once a 
month to discuss safety and customer ser¬ 

vice issues. 

If you do not purchase your propane 
from EnerStar, give us a call. We would be 
glad to give you a price and tell you how 
your safety comes first with us! For more 
information on purchasing your propane 

from EnerStar Resources, give them a call 
at 465-5800 or (800) 353-5800. 

Kenny Miller 
32 years experience 

Doug Moreland 
11 years experience 

Dave Beasley 
14 years experience 

Who, me? Vote? Why bother! 
How many times have you heard, or 

even made the statement, “Who, me? Vote? 

Why bother! I’m only one person, and it 
doesn’t make a difference anyway.” Imag¬ 

ine if your state and federal representatives 

had this attitude when it came time for 
them to cast a vote on a critical piece of 

legislation. In all likelihood, they 
wouldn’t remain in office for very long. 

This is because most Americans feel 
that their elected officials have the re¬ 
sponsibility to vote and represent them 

on issues of public policy-it’s in the 
representatives’ job description. How¬ 
ever, as a citizen of the United States, it 
is just as much YOUR responsibility and 
YOUR job to elect the people who will de¬ 
termine the laws and policies that govern 
your life and your livelihood as it is for 
them to cast their votes on legislation. 

Tuesday, November 5th, is your day to 

vote, your date to make your voice heard on 
the issues important to you and your family, 

your community and the country. This year, 

all states and U.S. territories will hold elec¬ 
tions for the U.S. Congress. All 435 House 
of Representatives seats and 33 Senate 

seats will be up for grabs. In addition, 
many states will also hold elections for Gov¬ 

ernor, State Legislature and local offices. In 

other words, there is a lot at stake this time 
around. 

If you have never voted or become in- 

AMERICA'S ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES 

volved in the electoral process, now is a 
perfect time. Start by registering to vote. 
These days, you have several ways to do 
this. You can contact your local voter regis¬ 
tration office, stop off at your state depart¬ 
ment of motor vehicles office and fill out a 

form, even register online at 
www.beavoter.org. If you have moved, 

changed names, or not voted in recent 

elections, you should check to make sure 

you are on the polling lists and your infor¬ 
mation is accurate. To do this, call the city 

or county clerk’s office to verify your status. 
And remember that there are registration 
deadlines, so make sure you register early. 

It is also critically important to be an 

informed voter. Empower yourself with 
knowledge about the candidates and issues 

before making the trip to the polls. Ob¬ 
tain literature about the candidates 

who are running in your area, attend 

events where they will be speaking, or 

visit their campaign headquarters to 
learn more about them. And just as im¬ 
portant, when they knock on your door, 
take a minute to let them know about 
the issues that are important to you. 

Your elected officials can only represent 
you if they are aware of your concerns. 

You should also become an active voter. 
The more that you know about the issues 
and candidates, the more influential you 
can be. 

The bottom line is that the single great¬ 

est equalizing factor in American politics is 

the ballot box. And this is exactly why your 
opinion-and your vote-make a difference. 

So exercise your right to vote on November 

5. And if you don’t vote, don’t complain. 
Written by Eric Stratton 

OFFICE CLOSINGS 
Monday, November 11, 2002 in observance of Veterans Day 

Thursday and Friday, November 28 & 29, 2002 for the Thanksgiving weekend 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. M-F 
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A reason to slow down and relax 
by Angie Bates 

One of the most beautiful sights in Par¬ 
is is located in Schwartz Park. There you 
will find a 25-ft octagon shaped wooden 
gazebo: the prized work of area craftsman 
Earl Michels. Michels owns a business in 
Marshall called Backyard Leisure Prod¬ 
ucts. 

Backyard Leisure has been building 
gazebos and various other products for the 
past five years. Beginning in September of 
1998, Michels and his wife Joyce opened 
Backyard Leisure after looking for a gazebo 
for themselves. Their mission was to give 
people one place where they could find the 
highest quality outdoor structures at af¬ 
fordable prices. Since opening, the Michels 
have expanded their products and services 
to include outdoor furniture, mini-barns, 
children’s playhouses, cupolas, weather- 
vanes, cleaning, refinishing and site prepa¬ 
ration services. 

The Michels’ travel primarily in Illinois 
and Indiana, but will go anywhere. Each 
personalized gazebo takes about 50-60 
hours to build with a crew of two to three 
men. In the last four years, Michels esti¬ 
mates that his business has built about 
100 gazebos, and many other products 
such as outdoor furniture, cupolas and 
weathervanes. 

About a year ago, Backyard Leisure be¬ 
came involved with building vinyl gazebos. 
“We had been wanting to offer them for 
quite some time but were unable to find 
materials to make them look like tradi¬ 
tional gazebos. They just looked plain, but 
now materials are available to make them 
look like a regular gazebo,” says Michels. 

“The advantage of vinyl over wood is 
the freedom from maintenance. Vinyl is 
quite a bit more expensive due to the cost 

of materials, 
but you save in 
the long run 
because of the 
maintenance 
factor. Wooden 
gazebos need 
to be cleaned 
and refinished 
every three or 
four years, de¬ 
pending on the 
weather condi¬ 
tions. It just depends on what you like and 
what you want. Some people don't w'ant 
vinyl, they prefer the wood even though 
they have to keep up the maintenance. 
Some people like the freedom of not hav¬ 
ing to maintain something. 

“We have one crew that builds vinyl 
gazebos, two crews that build wooden 
gazebos, and a separate crew that builds 
barns and playhouses. The structures can 
be erected onsite, or built in the shop and 
transported to the site, depending on the 
needs of our customers.” 

If you would like to add a fancy touch 
to your gazebo, Backyard Leisure is also a 
dealer for the company, Good Directions, 
which produces beautiful weathervanes. A 
gazebo can also be screened in for weather 
protection, and can really be an effective 
three-season room. It can make a good 
hot tub enclosure as well. .As the gazebo is 
built, a post can be left out where a hot tub 
can fit, or it can be built on site around 
the hot tub. “It all depends on what people 
want. We specialize in working with people 
to give them what they need and want,” 
says Michels. 

Michels and his family enjoy their 

gazebo very much. Michels comments, 
“Having a gazebo seems to give you an 
opportunity to slow down a little bit, just 
sit down and relax. People have sort of lost 
that feeling by being so busy. If you have 
a place where you can go out and just sit 
and be quiet, you have more of a tendency 
to do that.” 

Michels likes to spend time with his 
family in his gazebo. He has two sons, a 
married daughter who also lives in Mar¬ 
shall, and one granddaughter. 

Michels has also participated in the Au¬ 
tumn Test and the Gardenfair in Marshall, 
which is sponsored by the Eveningthyme 
Garden Club. 

For future plans, Michels would like to 
get a Web site developed to give Backyard 
Leisure some exposure outside of the two- 
state area. For information, questions or 
comments, Backyard Leisure is located 
at 15044 E Clarksville Rd., Marshall, II. 
62441 or can be reached at (217) 826- 
3805 or toll free at (877) 201-3306. The 
e-mail address is 
backyardleisure@hotmail.com. 
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Students encouraged to apply for 2003 IEC Memorial Scholarships 

EnerStar CEO/President Tom Hentz has 

announced that for the eighth consecutive 

year the Illinois electric cooperatives will 

award $1,000 academic scholarships to 

high school seniors. The four scholarships 

are being awarded through the Illinois 

Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial 

Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college 

education in the state of Illinois are eligible 

to participate in the program. Three of the 

four scholarships will be awarded to the child 

of an electric cooperative member. The 

other $1,000 award will go to the child of an 

electric cooperative director or employee. 

Deadline for applications to be returned to 

the cooperative is January 1, 2003. 

The purpose of the scholarship program 

is to assist electric cooperative youth 

while honoring past rural electric leaders 

through memorial gifts,” said Hentz. “Ener- 

Star Power and the other Illinois electric co¬ 

operatives want to make a difference in their 

communities. One of the best ways we can 

do that is by lending a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged based on grade 

point average, college entrance exam 

scores, work and volunteer experience, 

school and civic activities, and a short es¬ 

say, w'hich demonstrates their knowledge 

of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program 

was established in 1994 by the board of di¬ 

rectors of the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives. For further information on 

the IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, 

contact Angela Griffin at EnerStar Power 

at (217) 466-7603 or (800) 635-4145, 

extension 603. Guidance counselors at 

area high schools will also have all the 

necessary information. 

EnerStar revamps electric Budget Billing 

In an effort to improve the Budget Bill¬ 

ing program for EnerStar electric mem¬ 

bers, several changes to the program will 

take effect next year. 

In the past, the Budget Billing installment 

amount fluctuated each month. Several 

EnerStar members have indicated that the 

fluctuation is too much and they would 

like to see a more consistently level bill. 

Therefore, after careful review, we have de¬ 

cided to modify our Budget Billing program. 

Here is how the modified Budget Billing 

program works: 

• If you are an EnerStar member in good 

standing and have been using our services 

for at least twelve months, you are eligible 

for Budget Billing. 

• Under the new plan, the monthly in¬ 

stallment will remain the same for each 

billing. EnerStar will use past consumption 

histories to calculate the average annual 

electricity costs based on the amount used 

at the current address. EnerStar will divide 

that amount by twelve (12) and bill the 

member the same amount for the next 

twelve months. 

• During the month of April, EnerStar 

will re-evaluate your account. This is 

known as the “catch up” month. April was 

selected because it tends to be the lowest 

monthly billing. At that time, EnerStar will 

calculate the difference between the cost 

of the energy you actually used during the 

year and the amount you paid on Budget 

Billing. If the budget balance is behind, 

the member will be billed for the remain¬ 

ing balance. If the account is ahead and 

you have a credit balance, the member will 

only owe the budget amount due. Credit 

balances will remain on the account and 

be calculated into the new monthly budget 

amount. 

• Throughout the budget year, the coop¬ 

erative will periodically review the account 

and the monthly installment will be re¬ 

vised if necessary. 

• While Budget Billing accounts will 

no longer be penalized, it is necessary to 

make your monthly payments by the due 

date, not the delinquent date. This policy 

will be strictly enforced. Failure to pay 

the monthly installment on or before the 

due date shall be cause for termination 

of the Budget Payment Plan. Three late 

payments, after the due date, will result 

in automatic removal from the Budget 

plan, regardless of the budget status. .Any 

disconnect notice, because of non-pay, will 

also result in automatic removal from the 

Budget plan. Account balances at the time 

of removal are automatically due with the 

current billing. Any credit balances will be 

applied towards current billing. 

• If a member is removed from Budget 

Billing because of delinquent payments, 

the member must re-establish his/her 

credit history with twelve consecutive on- 

time payments in order to return to the 

Budget Billing Program. 

Once a member signs on for the Bud¬ 

get Billing program, the plan shall remain 

in effect and be automatically renewed, 

unless terminated by either the member 

or the cooperative 

In order to ensure timely Budget pay¬ 

ments and since the monthly amount is 

now fixed, some members will want to 

take advantage of our bank draft program. 

We believe the new budget format 

will benefit many of our members. If you 

would like to enroll in the new Budget 

Billing program or if you have comments 

or concerns, please contact EnerStar Cus¬ 

tomer Service department during normal 

business hours at (217) 463-4145 or 

(800) 635-4145. 
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