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Tree trimming law Some of you may be aware that a new law 

was recently passed addressing the public’s 
dissatisfaction with the tree trimming prac¬ 

tices of some public utilities. Although electric co¬ 
operatives are not classified as public utilities, and 
the law doesn’t apply to your co-op, we plan to 
adhere to the intent of the law as much as pos¬ 
sible. 

Much of the public’s dissatisfaction with tree 
trimming practices stems from the manner in which 
trees are trimmed and the fact that property own¬ 
ers are not always notified about the work that is 
going to be performed. This cooperative decided 
long ago that it was in everyone’s best interest to 
contact all property owners before doing any 
right-of-way maintenance work, whether it be trim¬ 
ming, spraying or mowing. We have tried to follow 
that practice over the years. 

Although it is not our intention to miss anyone, 
at times there is confusion over property lines and 
we don’t get property owners notified. We know 
our members don’t like to come home to find their 
trees cut or trimmed without their prior knowledge, 
and we try our best to avoid that situation. In rare 
instances, we’ll encounter situations where we con¬ 
tact one person and their spouse remains unaware 
of our plans. 

The person we generally notify is the property 
owner and not the tenant because tenants have no 
control over the property. We have had tenants 
object to what we’re doing but we proceed on the 
basis of the discussions we’ve had with the prop¬ 
erty owner or his/her agent. 

The new law stipulates notification time peri¬ 
ods and this is one area of the law where our prac¬ 
tices will differ. Because of the time it takes to 
contact people and schedule work, we may actu¬ 
ally perform the work more than 90 days after the 
property owner is contacted. 

During the winter months when construction 
activities have slowed, we have more time to 
spend on contacting property owners and often 
arrange for right-of-way work the following sum¬ 
mer. However, a situation may arise when we have 
an immediate problem with a tree causing outages 
and we want to take action soon after we make 
contact with the property owner. 

Aside from the notification issue, the biggest 

complaint prompting the new law was the manner 
in which trees were being trimmed. While some 
tree trimming practices are much more cost effec¬ 
tive than our current methods, we don’t use them 
because we know our members would dislike the 
way the trimmed trees would look. We try to trim 
the trees as attractively as possible, though that 
may mean more frequent trimming and more ex¬ 
pense in the long run. We spend a great deal of 
time and money on right-of-way maintenance ac¬ 
tivities. This could be greatly reduced if we could 
cut all trees that were growing under or near our 
lines right to the ground. We assume something 
this radical isn’t acceptable to most of you and 
you’d rather pay additional costs to maintain the 
trees in your yards. 

Everyone should keep in mind the only reason 
we do right-of-way maintenance work is to provide 
our members with reliable electric service. We 
have to maintain more than 2,000 miles of line - 
and you probably only have to look our your win¬ 
dow to see what we’re up against. 

You can help us out by not planting trees under 
or near power lines and by allowing us to remove 
trees that don’t enhance your property or add to its 
value. 

Everyone can appreciate the value of a shade tree 
in a yard, but trees and brush growing away from 
yards and under power lines need to be removed to 
improve reliability and reduce costs. 

Having large trees growing right next to a power 
line can be a safety hazard for children also. While it 
thankfully doesn’t happen very often, there have been 
cases where children have climbed trees and come 
into contact with a power line. The end result of such 
contact is at the very least a serious injury, and is al¬ 
ways potentially fatal. 

So, trimming trees isn’t just about the trees, it’s 
about communication, compromise and safety. Keep 
all this in mind when it comes to the trees in your 
yard, and we’ll all be happier and healthier for it. 
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As I write this article, we have yet to have our 
first snow. I always enjoy the first snow of the 
l year (mind you, ONLY the first, then I’ve had 

enough!). The first snow is always a pretty sight. 
Trees have a cap of snow on their limbs and ever¬ 
greens are covered by a coat of snow. Rooftops 
are blanketed with snow and icicles hang from their 
eaves. Whoa! Hold on there! Icicles from the 
eaves? As pretty as they look, with the sun reflect¬ 
ing from them and all, icicles are not good when 
they’re hanging from a roof edge! 

Actually, icicles themselves are not a problem 
(until one lets go and falls on someone), but they 
are an indicator of something else that is a prob¬ 
lem. If you look beyond the icicles, maybe under¬ 
neath some snow, you will probably see a layer of 
ice near the roof edge. This is called an ice dam. 

Ice dams are a serious problem. As the snow 
melts further up the roof, the water is trapped on 
the roof by the ice dam and is forced up and under 
the shingles. If enough water finds its way under 
the shingles, it can leak into the attic, causing con¬ 
siderable damage to ceilings, attic insulation and 
other parts of the building structure. 

Ice dams are an indicator that not all is well 
with the home’s attic insulation. They are formed 
when heat and warm air from the living space be¬ 
low leak into the attic. This causes the snow on the 
roof to melt. If the temperature is above freezing, 
the water will run off the roof into the gutters where 
it can get away. But if temperatures are below 
freezing, the melted snow will refreeze when it hits 
the part of the roof that is the overhang, where the 
heat in the attic does not warm the roof. Some¬ 
times, the water may have enough heat in it to 
keep from freezing while it runs off the roof, but 
then it freezes in the gutter or downspout, causing 
them to become a solid block of ice and creating 
other problems. 

The best way to rid a home of ice dams is to 
make the attic temperature as near the outside 
temperature as possible. In this manner, only when 
the weather is warm, and there is no chance for 
refreezing, will the snow melt. To do this, we must 

stop the heat and warm air from 
leaking out of the living area into 

the attic. 

If you have had a problem with ice dams at 
your home, make sure you have at least R-30 insu¬ 
lation in the attic (we recommend R-38 when build¬ 
ing a new home). Also, look in the attic for sources 
of air leaks from the living space below, such as 
attic access holes and plumbing vent stacks. Many 
enclosed tub and shower units do not have a ceil¬ 
ing above the fiberglass ceiling and have a large 
hole in the floor for the drain assembly. This allows 
air from the floor or basement below to flow di¬ 
rectly into the attic. Most recessed lights (can 
lights) are perforated to allow air to move through 
them to keep them from overheating. This allows 
the warm air to go directly into the attic, even 
when they are not in use. 

Some homes may be such that the direct 
cause of the problem cannot be fixed. Instead, the 
symptoms will need to be dealt with. For instance, 
vaulted ceilings may prevent the installation of ad¬ 
ditional insulation. In this case, a means to get rid 
of the snow before it can melt and form dams may 
be needed. If the roof pitch is steep enough, a 
sheet of metal that extends from the roof edge to 
where the attic begins may do the job by allowing 
the snow to slip off the roof before it can melt. 
Some circumstances may require a rubber mem¬ 
brane to be installed under the lower rows of 
shingles so that even if melted snow runs under the 
shingles, it will not cause damage to the home. 

One method of treating symptoms that should 
not be used is the electric heat tapes or wires that 
are sold for this purpose. They are designed to zig¬ 
zag along the roof edge, melting snow and ice so 
it can run off the roof. As the wires are exposed to 
the elements year round, they are easily damaged 
by tree limbs, high winds, hail and other things that 
can cause them to malfunction. A malfunction 
could lead to a fire or electric shock hazard. Roof 
heat tapes can also compound the problem. Dur¬ 
ing extreme cold spells, they may cause snow to 
melt but not stop it from refreezing before it can 
drip from the roof. In this case, the home would have 
been better without the tapes at all. 

The next time you see icicles, hopefully you 
will be able to enjoy them, knowing they are not 
hanging from your roof and causing damage to 
your home. 

dWFIKC (C ILYI M(£ 
The Egyptian Electric Cooperative office will be closed on Monday, 

January 21,2002, in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • P.O.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 

10169 Old Highway 13 • Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 • (618) 684-2143 
Office Hours: 8 am - 4 pm www.egyptianelectric.org 
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86 PREPARED 
for the unexpected 

Are you prepared for an emergency? When the 
inevitable winter snows and ice storms arrive, 

will you know what to do if you have a power fail¬ 
ure? Do you have a survival kit in your vehicle in 
case you are stranded in bad weather? Here are 
some suggestions to make sure that you and your 
family are prepared for whatever emergency may 
arise. 

A survival kit for your home or vehicle should 
include six basics: water, food, first aid kit, cloth¬ 
ing, tools or emergency 
supplies and special 
items. 

Store a three-day 
supply of water in plastic 
containers. Allot one gal¬ 
lon of water per day per 
person: two quarts for 
drinking and two quarts 
for food preparation/sani¬ 
tation. 

Store a three-day 
supply of non-perishable 
food for each person. Se¬ 
lect items that are com¬ 
pact, lightweight and 
require little or no cook¬ 
ing, such as ready-to-eat 
canned meats, fruits, veg¬ 
etables, juice and high 
energy foods such as un¬ 
salted nuts, dried fruits or 
hard candy. 

Include these basics 
in your first aid kit: sterile 
adhesive bandages, 
safety pins, soap, latex gloves, sunscreen, scis¬ 
sors, tweezers, a needle, antiseptic, a thermometer 
and petroleum jelly. Also be sure to include non¬ 
prescription drugs such as aspirin or nonaspirin 
pain reliever, anti-diarrhea medication, antacid and 
syrup of Ipecac (especially for young children 
when advised by poison control). Prescription 
medications should be kept current and available. 

Tools or emergency supplies should include 

working flashlights and extra batteries, paper or 
plastic cups, plates and utensils, a battery oper¬ 
ated radio, a non-electric can opener, matches in a 
waterproof container and tools to turn off house¬ 
hold gas and water if needed. 

Your car survival kit should also include a fire 
extinguisher, signal flares, maps of the area, shovel, 
battery jumper cables and a bag of salt or cat lit¬ 
ter. In addition, include necessary toiletries such as 
toilet paper, soap, feminine supplies, personal hy¬ 

giene items, disinfectant 
and household chlorine 
bleach for sanitizing. 

Store at least one 
complete change of cloth¬ 
ing, including footwear, 
for each person in your 
survival kit. Rain gear, 
blankets, sleeping bags, 
hats, gloves, thermal un¬ 
derwear and sunglasses 
should be included both 
at home and in the vehicle 
emergency kit. 

Include some 
games and books to help 
pass the time, especially if 
you have children with 
you that may become 
bored easily. If you have 
infants, always make sure 
you have extra formula, 
bottles and diapers at 
home and in your vehicle. 

Store your emer¬ 
gency survival kit in a 

backpack, duffel bag or even a covered plastic 
container. Water and food should be checked and 
replaced every six months. Check and replace the 
batteries in your emergency kits at least once a 
year. 

For more information on emergency survival 
kits and winter preparedness, visit the National 
Safety Council website at www.nsc.org and the 
American Red Cross website at www.redcross.org. 
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There’s no place like home...and at nightfall, you’ll have peace of mind 

with a security light from Egyptian Electric. 

Nothing foils a would-be burglar or trespasser like the brilliant beams 

of an electric cooperative security light. Today’s security lights are brighter 

and more efficient than ever. And since the security light turns itself on at 

dusk and off at dawn, it’s there when you need it, automatically. 

A security light is an affordable way to provide safety and protection for 

everyone’s family and possessions. Call us today for all the details. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
local.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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Diversification 

For the past several years the trend in busi¬ 
ness has been to diversify into areas other 
than the core business to spread risk and 

generate other income. We are also interested in 
providing other services that would be of value to 
our members, but it is very difficult to get into 
other lines of business and generate a profit 
within a reasonable period of time. Many people 
who have tried to start a new business have 
learned the hard lesson that you can wind up 
broke before you can build the business to a 
point where it would be profitable. There just are 
not many businesses where you can jump in and 
make a profit right away. It takes time to become 
known and build a customer base. 

For that reason, six cooperatives have gone 
together to form Southern Services, LLC. Those 
cooperatives are Clinton County Electric, Egyp¬ 
tian Electric, Monroe County Electric, Southeast¬ 
ern Illinois Electric, Southern Illinois Electric and 
Tri-County Electric. We believe by banding to¬ 
gether we can spread the fixed costs over a wider 
base and thus achieve profitability sooner than if 
each cooperative entered into a venture on its 
own. Before we venture into any other business 
we do our best to satisfy ourselves that the busi¬ 
ness will be viable and profitable in a reasonable 
period of time. We do business plans and if it 
does not come out on paper, it most likely will not 
come out in actual practice. To date, we have 
gone into the long distance telephone service 
business and are looking at others also. 

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE 
SERVICE 

This business has been very successful and 
we are approaching 10,000 subscribers. We have 
primarily confined our efforts to contacting our 
members and the businesses located in our ser¬ 
vice area. Up to now, we have not made a great 
deal of effort to contact customers of private utili¬ 
ties, but we will be making more of an effort in the 
future. We are, however, providing service to a 
number of people who are not members of a co¬ 
operative because they heard about it through 

FROM THE 
MANAGER'S DESK 

◄  
BY HARRY KUHN 

relatives or friends and contacted us to see if they 
could also receive the service. It is available to 
anyone in the State of Illinois and is a good deal. 
The satisfaction level has been very high and we 
have received virtually no complaints. The prob¬ 
lems we have had have been minor and have 
been quickly addressed by our agent. The people 
I have talked to have been really happy with the 
rates and are our best advertising because they 
tell others about it. If you have not seriously con¬ 
sidered the service, you should take a look at it 
and give us a try. 

WIRELESS INTERNET 
I received three telephone calls with regard to 

this service, and Southern Services is studying 
the feasibility of partnering with others to provide 
wireless internet. After taking a preliminary look at 
it, our concern is that the costs are such that 
most people would be unwilling to pay them. If 
you own a business with a second telephone line 
and need the speed, cost may not be a factor, but 
it would be to most residential customers. The 
problem is that the equipment at the customer’s 
location and the installation cost would probably 
be in the $900-$1,000 range. If we were to furnish 
everything, monthly fees could approach $70. If 
the customer furnished the equipment and paid 
the installation, monthly charges would probably 
be in the $40-$50 range. These figures are strictly 
preliminary and subject to change as we study 
this further and refine our estimates. If equipment 
costs come down as they did in the small dish 
satellite business, then the whole cost picture 
would change drastically. Chances are that if 
wireless does catch on and equipment is mass- 
produced, prices will come down, but we have no 
assurances of that at this time. If you would be 

(continued on 16b) 
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interested in this service, we would like to hear 
from you. Your feedback will give us an idea as to 
the level of demand and what consumers would 
be willing to pay for a high-speed wireless service. 

PROPANE 
We continue to look at getting into the pro¬ 

pane business, but up to this point we have not 
found the right opportunity to do so. Our interest 
in propane is related to predictions that dispersed 
generations, such as fuel cells and micro-tur¬ 
bines, will be in our future. These units would be 
fueled by either natural gas or propane and we 
are of the opinion that if dispersed generation is 
going to compete for some of our electric load, 
then we need to be in the business of selling, 
leasing and maintaining these units and providing 
the fuel for them. 

FUEL CELLS 
About two years ago fuel cells were the center 

of a lot of attention directed at the dispersed gen¬ 
eration industry and it was expected that we 
would have commercial units available by this 
year. There have been a number of test units 
placed in the field, but apparently the units have 
not performed as expected and the date for com¬ 
mercial production has been pushed back for a 
couple of years. One of the technical problems 
that fuel cells must be able to overcome is load 
following. What that means is that a fuel cell has 
to be able to instantaneously increase output 
when a demand is put on it. Large interconnected 
generators can do that, but a fuel cell would prob¬ 
ably have a hard time immediately meeting the 
demand of an electric furnace coming on line. A 
large battery may be able to meet the instanta¬ 
neous peaks, but it would have to be pretty big to 
handle an electric furnace over any extended pe¬ 
riod of time. At any rate, that is one of the major 
problems and it does not appear that fuel cells will 
be available or feasible any time soon for dis¬ 
persed generation. Cost will probably also be a 
deterrent to many people because until the units 
are in mass production and the cost comes down, 
you are probably looking at power costing twice 
as much as you are currently paying. That will be 
a hard sell to most people. 

MICRO TURBINES 
Micro turbines are a proven technology, but 

cost considerations are about the same as fuel 
cells. That industry has also not developed as 
quickly as some thought a year or two ago and 
there has been consolidation and retrenching. 
The market will most likely develop first for larger 
units where businesses are willing to spend the 
money to have standby generation available in 
case there is an outage on the central station 
source. Aside from cost, consumers are going to 
have to be convinced that such units are reliable 
and maintenance costs are not a major problem. 
It does not appear that large central station gener¬ 
ating units are going to go away anytime soon. As 
technology improves, we will probably have differ¬ 
ent and perhaps better ways to power homes and 
we intend to keep pace with whatever might de¬ 
velop. We plan to be in the power business, no 
matter what form it takes. 

WINTER HEATING ASSISTANCE 
We are into the winter heating season and a 

number of members may be having difficulty pay¬ 
ing their utility bills. I urge anyone having prob¬ 
lems paying their bill to contact us. We cannot 
work with our members if they are unwilling to 
work with us. If we do not receive any payments 
at all and hear nothing from the member, we can 
only assume that there is no intent to pay and we 
then have to take appropriate action. While we 
can not agree to arrangements that allow the 
amount owed to grow, we can work with the 
members to keep their services in place while 
they work on past due balances. We do not arbi¬ 
trarily cut off members for nonpayment. The typi¬ 
cal cutoff for nonpayment is made on an account 
that owes for three months’ electrical service 
when no effort was made to contact us. It’s hard 
to understand why people get upset with us be¬ 
cause they have not paid a bill for nearly three 
months and we finally disconnect them. If you’ve 
waited until your behind on your payments and 
you get a disconnect notice, it may be too late to 
apply for assistance and get it in time to avoid a 
disconnect. Money may be available through the 
□HEAP program for those that meet the income 
guidelines. 

Office closing 
OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2002, 

FOR PRESIDENTS DAY. 
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by Bryce Cramer I’m sure you have heard someone say, “You 
need to look at the big picture” about as many 
times as I have. And, generally, that is excellent 

advice. But, I’m sure there are times we have all 
taken exception, believing the situation is too 
miniscule to worry about the big picture. 
That’s generally the advice I’ve given when 
people ask me about saving energy by turning off 
the unused lights in their homes. As the average 
home only uses 40-50 kwh a month for lighting, 
reducing this by 10-20 percent, or even cutting it 
in half, just doesn’t amount to much at $0,055 per 
kwh. Yes, we shouldn’t waste energy, but it just 
isn’t going to amount to much savings on your 
monthly energy bill. 

Recently however, I had the opportunity to sit 
in on a presentation by Justin Harrell, a graduate 
student at SIUC and assistant coordinator of 
Carbondale’s Rebuild America Program, that ad¬ 
dressed the “big picture,” and I’d like to share 
some of that information with you. 

Did you know that 67 percent of all electricity 
consumed in the U.S. in 1999 was used in the 
residential and commercial ‘buildings’ market? 
This is energy used in homes and office buildings 
to provide lighting, space conditioning, refrigera¬ 
tion, office equipment, etc, but does not include 
manufacturing processes. Of this 67 percent, it 
was split almost equally between the residential 
and commercial markets, meaning nearly one 
third of all electric energy used in the U.S. is in the 
residential area. The residential usage can be fur¬ 
ther divided into specific end usage with 14 per¬ 
cent of the total going for space conditioning, 7.1 
percent for refrigeration, 5.7 percent for hot water 
and 4.7 percent for lighting. 

Let's put these percentages into perspective 
since 67 percent really doesn’t mean much to us. 
The total delivered electricity used in the US 
amounts to 11.3 quads, so the portion used by 
buildings is 7.5 quads, and more specifically in 
the residential market, 3.8 quads. A quad is a 
quadrillion Btu’s, or a 1 with FIFTEEN zeroes after 
it (1,000,000,000,000,000). 

Or you can think of a quad as 48 million short 
tons of coal, enough to fill 4,450 miles of railroad 
cars (we need 3.8 of these just to supply our resi¬ 
dential market for electricity each year). A quad is 
also equal to the coal needed to feed thirty-one, 
600 mw coal fired power plants for one year. Or, a 
quad can be compared to 8 billion gallons of 
gasoline (and this is only a 23 day supply in the 
U.S.!). 

Or, to put it into something we relate to daily, 
one quad of residential electricity usage results in 
the expenditure of 7.45 billion dollars. Are you 

starting to see the ‘big picture’? 
There are a number of federal programs and 

incentives that support and encourage the usage 
of energy efficient products. Two of these are the 
Energy Star program sponsored by the U.S. ERA 
and the Department of Energy (DOE) and the 
Residential Appliance and Commercial Equipment 
Program of the DOE. The Energy Star program 
promotes energy efficient equipment and building 
techniques and from 1991-1998 has been esti¬ 
mated to save 2.6 quads of energy. The Residen¬ 
tial Appliance and Commercial Equipment 
Program, in effect since 1978, has been estimated 
to have saved 2.1 quads through 1996. 

Besides turning off unused lights, what can 
you do to help save energy in your home or of¬ 
fice? First, consider converting all incandescent 
lighting to compact fluorescent. A 15w compact 
fluorescent bulb emits more lumens than a 60w 
incandescent bulb, but uses 75 percent less en¬ 
ergy, operates 80 percent cooler and will last 10- 
13 times longer. 

In the office, we can reduce lighting usage by 
31 percent by using T-8 bulbs and magnetic bal¬ 
lasts in comparison to the standard T-12 bulb with 
a magnetic ballast. 

When you buy electronic equipment, look for 
Energy Star labeled products. You should also 
investigate the level of standby energy the prod¬ 
uct uses while it is in the off mode. It is estimated 
that nationwide, our TVs and VCRs use more than 
$1 billion of electricity annually while they are 
switched off. 

When you replace appliances, look for energy 
efficient products. The minimum efficiency for a 
refrigerator in 1990 was 976 kwh/year while in 
2002 it will be 483 kwh/year. You will generally pay 
extra for the more efficient appliance, but do the 
math and you will find it doesn’t take long to re¬ 
coup the initial investment. 

Of course, a major thing we can all do is to 
build homes that are energy efficient. The Certi¬ 
fied Comfort Home Program of the Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives is designed to do just that. I have 
written about this program several times, but if 
you would like additional information, please feel 
free to contact me at our Murphysboro office, or 
email bcramer@egyptianelectric.org. 

There is another old saying that says “you 
can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” I have always 
disagreed with this statement and even though I 
haven’t learned a new trick from Justin Harrell, I 
have learned that the big picture is extremely im¬ 
portant and that I have an effect on it. Look-out 
family members and co-workers, I will be right be¬ 
hind you turning off those unused lights. 
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2002 Youth to Washington Tour Each summer, Electric Cooperatives in more 
than thirty states, send over 1,000 high 
school students to our nation’s Capitol to 

learn about government, cooperatives and rural 
electrification. The Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
send more than sixty of these students each sum¬ 
mer and six of these are sponsored by Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative. 

While in Washington, D.C., these students will 
have the opportunity to visit many historic sites; 
such as, the Civil War Battlefield in Gettysburg, 
George Washington’s Home and Grounds, the 
Smithsonian Museums and others. They will also 
visit places like the U.S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, the 
Kennedy Center, the Bureau of Engraving and 
many other government buildings and offices. 
They will spend time with many of our legislators 
that represent us in Washington. There is even 
time for a dance and a cruise on the Potomac 
River. 

How do you get to be a part of this fabulous 
event? By participating in an essay contest spon¬ 
sored by Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion. If you are one of the six finalists chosen in 
the contest, you will have the opportunity to see 
all of these places and more from June 14 to June 
21, 2002. Sound interesting? Want to hear more? 
Then keep reading and we’ll tell you about the 
rules of the contest and how you can enter. 

WHO CAN ENTER 
Any high school sophomore or junior (10th 

and 11th grades) who attends the following high 
schools is eligible to enter: Sparta, Chester, Trico, 
Pinckneyville, Carbondale, Carterville, 
Murphysboro, Elverado, Marissa, Steeleville and 
Coulterville. Sorry, but members of the immediate 

What to do iff the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

◄  

families of any director or full-time employee of 
Egyptian Electric or any other electric cooperative 
are not eligible to compete. 

Any student who has previously been a finalist 
in the competition will not be allowed to compete a 
second time and there will be a maximum of two 
semi-finalists per school allowed. 

ESSAY TOPIC 
Each contestant shall write an essay on the 

topic “Terrorist Safety in the Skies.” Contestants 
should research the issue in light of September 11, 
2001 and subsequent events and what needs to be 
done, if anything, to prevent future incidents. The 
writer should keep in mind civil liberty rights and 
how these might be affected. The writer should 
present research and arguments supporting their 
position. The writer should briefly discuss the is¬ 
sues involved and then state their opinion as to 
what, if anything, should be done to protect 
America’s skies. 

LAST DAY FOR ESSAYS 
Essays must be received on or before March 8, 

2002, at either office of Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. (RO. Box 38, Steeleville, IL 62288 or 10169 Old 
Highway 13, Murphysboro, IL 62966) 

INFORMATION 
Please direct all inquiries about the contest 

to: 
Bryce Cramer 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
10169 Old Highway 13 
Murphysboro IL 62966 
Ph. (618) 684-2143 
e-mail: bcramer@egyptianelectric.org 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • RO.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 

10169 Old Highway 13 • Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 • (618) 684-2143 
Office Hours: 8 am - 4 pm www.egyptianelectric.org 
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Egyptian Electric 
insurance Illinois Country Living readers recognize that 

this magazine occasionally carries advertising 
material from insurance companies. Several 

of these companies are longtime advertisers in 
the magazine. 

The magazine staff makes every effort to 
determine the legitimacy of these companies, 
but none of them have the endorsement of 
Egyptian Electric or the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), the organization 
that publishes this magazine. 

We would like to inform Illinois Country Living 
readers about one insurance company that has 
confused some of our readers in the past. For 
many years, Reserve National Insurance has 
used direct mail, telephone and in person direct 
marketing to rural Illinoisans, many of them electric 
cooperative members. In past marketing efforts, 
they imply that they have an affiliation with electric 
cooperatives. The National Rural Electric Coop- 

does not endorse 
companies 

erative Association and the AIEC have requested 
that the company stop making these statements. 

Their envelope return address says: A National 
Association of Rural Co-Operative Members, 
Oklahoma City, OK. The envelope also says: 
“ATTENTION - RURAL CO-OPERATIVE MEMBERS 
NOW QUALIFY FOR A GROUP HOSPITALIZATION 
PLAN THAT PAYS OUTPATIENT EXPENSES. 
IMMEDIATE REPLY REQUESTED.” Inside there 
is a questionaire form with the heading: “RURAL 
CO-OPERATIVE MEMBERS QUESTIONAIRE.” 
Only in the fine print at the bottom do they state: 
“This plan is independent of, and not affiliated, 
associated, or endorsed by any national electric 
association or any local Farmers, Electric, Tele¬ 
phone or other rural co-operative.” 

We want to make it perfectly clear that the 
Illinois electric cooperatives do not endorse Reserve 
National Insurance, nor is there any connection 
with the company and its insurance products. 

Building a new home? 
Plan ahead and lower your energy bills 

• CERTIFIED COMFORT HOME • 

The best way to avoid high 
energy bills is to build 
your home right: 

proper insulation, an air¬ 
tight structure, an efficient 
heating and cooling system. 
These are a few of the things 
you can do BEFORE the 
bills start arriving. These 
ideas and more are wrapped 
up in one package - the Certified 
Comfort Home Program. The 
electric cooperatives of Illinois have 

set construction standards for 
energy efficient housing. If 

your home is designed and 
built to meet these standards, 
it will be a Certified Comfort 
Home, with certified energy 
savings. When planning 
that new home, you, your 
contractor and Egyptian 
Electric can work out the 

best way to be energy efficient 
and still have the house you 

want for your family. 
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By Bryce Cramer Have you ever stopped to look at something 
and then wished you hadn’t? Recently, I 
stopped by a new home being built for one 

of our members and, in very short order, I found 
that I wished that I had not stopped. I had 
stumbled upon one of the worst jobs of installing 
insulation that I had ever seen. 

As you know, your Cooperative has held sev¬ 
eral seminars about energy efficient construction 
for residential housing and participates in the Cer¬ 
tified Comfort Home program. In addition, we 
have addressed energy efficiency in this article on 
a regular basis and we sponsor the nationally rec¬ 
ognized Doug Rye energy talk show on WXAN 
every Saturday morning. Being somewhat naive, I 
thought that all members of Egyptian benefited 
from these programs and improper techniques of 
installing blankets of fiberglass insulation (com¬ 
monly referred to as batt insulation) are not occur¬ 
ring any longer. 

I was wrong. What I saw in a member’s new 
home that day was appalling. Especially when I 
found that the sheetrockers were coming the next 
day and it was too late to change anything. And 
the sad part was that this was not a home being 
built by a ‘do-it-yourselfer’ or a one time situation, 
this home was being built by a contractor who 
has been in business for many years. 

What did I see that day that was so bad? First, 
let’s start with the walls. When installing fiberglass 
batt insulation in walls, a key element of physics 
must be remembered. Cold air falls and warm air 
rises. That’s why it is important to completely fill 
the wall cavity with insulation. As the air to the in¬ 
side of the wall cavity will be near room tempera¬ 
ture, it will want to rise. The opposite is true for air 
on the exterior of the cavity as it will be cold. If the 
wall cavity is not completely filled with insulation, 
air can rise on the inside, cross over at the top, 
and fall on the outside, setting up a nice circulat¬ 
ing current within the wall. Ask any heating and 
air-conditioning contractor what the quickest way 
to move heat is, and he will inform you it is by air 
movement. So this circulating current is a nice, 
efficient way to move heat from the inside of the 
wall to the outside. 

How do you stop this circulating current? 
Make sure that the wall cavity is completely filled 
with the fiberglass batt. Do not compress the batt 
behind wiring, plumbing, outlet boxes or other ob¬ 
structions. The best way is to imagine the batt of 
insulation is a solid block of foam that cannot be 
compressed as flexible fiberglass batt can. To in¬ 
stall a block of foam in the wall cavity, you would 
need to cut the block to fit the cavity exactly, re- 

◄  

moving any material that would be in the way of 
wiring, outlet boxes, plumbing, etc. Install fiber¬ 
glass batt in the same manner. For instance, when 
there is a horizontal wire across the cavity, cut a 
slit in the batt with a utility knife and let the wire fit 
in the slit. This will allow the batt to fully expand 
and fill the cavity. And remember, if you can see 
the exterior sheeting from the inside, air can move 
readily back and forth across the cavity. 

Another problem I discovered were the holes 
that were drilled in the horizontal 2X4 (top plate) 
at the top of the wall to allow wiring circuits into 
the attic. If these holes are not caulked, the cavity 
will be like a chimney. The warm air on the inside 
of the wall will exit through the hole in the top 
plate and replacement air will be drawn into the 
wall through the switch box. This is even more im¬ 
portant on interior walls that have no insulation to 
slow the air movement. 

More problems were evident with the attic 
insulation, some quite noticeable, some more 
subtle. In many places, the ends of the batts did 
not meet, allowing 1”-3” gaps in the insulation. 
Again, remember that cold air falls. If there are 
gaps in the insulation batts, to the point the sheetrock 
can be seen from the attic above, cold air in the 
attic will fall between the batts to the sheetrock, 
eliminating the effectiveness of the insulation. 

This created an especially disastrous situation 
at this house. The contractor installed kraft faced 
batts (fiberglass insulation with a brown, moisture 
vapor retarding paper on one side) before the 
sheetrock was installed so it could be done from 
the room below. Instead of stapling the stapling 
flange to the face of the 2X4 truss member, it 
was pushed up and stapled to the side of the 2X4. 
After the sheetrock is installed, there will be an air 
gap between the sheetrock and the insulation. As 
gaps exist between the batts, air will have the op¬ 
portunity to fall to the sheetrock and travel the 
length of the ceiling cavity under the insulation, 
making the batt insulation ineffective in reducing 
the transfer of heat through the ceiling surface. 

This same scenario was repeated on the side- 
walls of vaulted ceilings. These walls are similar to 
a gable on the end of a house, except on one side 
is the interior of the house and the other side is 
the attic. As these walls are exposed to attic tem¬ 
peratures, they need to be insulated to the same 
R-value as a ceiling. In this house, they were insu¬ 
lated to the same value as the wall. In addition, 
there was again a gap between the insulation and 
the sheetrock as the paper flange was stapled to 
the side of the 2 X 4. As the wall cavity is open at 

(continued on 16c) 
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the top, cold air will fall between the insulation 
and the sheetrock. 

The standard method of insulating roof-ceiling 
combinations has changed greatly as we have 
studied insulation techniques and moisture re¬ 
lated problems. A roof-ceiling combination is 
where there is no attic and the roof is on one side 
of the structural member and the ceiling material 
is on the other. In years past, the standard was to 
allow an air gap between the insulation and the 
roof. This would supposedly allow air to cool the 
roof in the summer and allow moisture to escape 
in the winter. However, this air space actually al¬ 
lowed moisture to enter and create problems. 
Today, the standard method is to totally fill the 
ceiling cavity with insulation and not allow air to 
enter the space. With this method roof tempera¬ 
tures do not increase (and because of the higher 
R-value, the ceiling is cooler) and moisture related 
problems are eliminated. This home had R-19 (6”) 
in a 2 X 12 cavity that should be insulated to R-38. 

An area that is often overlooked is the top plate 
of a wall. Insulation batts should cover the top 
plate entirely. Many insulators believe the inner 
edge is the starting point. Remember, the inside 
edge of the top plate is directly adjacent to the 
inside of the home. Allowing this corner to become 
cold due to lack of insulation can cause the sheetrock 
to crack and moisture related problems to occur. 

You should remember that the R-value at¬ 
tached to a batt of insulation is under laboratory 
test conditions. This is when the batt is fully ex¬ 
panded and there is no air leakage around the 
edges. If you wish to achieve the same R-value 
when you install it in your home, you must simu¬ 
late the laboratory conditions as near as possible. 
The quality of batt insulation installation can se¬ 
verely affect the rated R-value of the product. 

How can you be sure this does not happen in 
your new home? Fortunately, you are a member 
of an electric cooperative that cares about its 
members and offers the Certified Comfort Home 
program. When you sign up for the Certified Com¬ 
fort Home program, your home will be inspected 
several times during construction. One of these 
times is after the home’s insulation has been in¬ 
stalled. If we feel there are problems with energy 
related matters, we will bring these to your atten¬ 
tion so they can be corrected. 

If you are going to build a new home, don’t let 
this happen to you, or to one of your friends. Sign 
up for the Certified Comfort Home program before 
you build and we will make sure you get the energy 
efficient home you are entitled to. If you would like 
additional information, contact the Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric office nearest you or e-mail me at 
bcramer@egyptianeiectric. org. 

CO 

Does your PC dislike 
power outages? 

■ 

Lease an uninteruptable power supply (UPS) system from 
> Egyptian for as little as $5 a month and make your 

computer happy. 
Unfortunately, power outages happen. Cars hit poles, 

squirrels climb transformers, tree limbs break and storms blow. 
No matter how much maintenance we do, these things occur. 
But with a UPS, you will never loose another byte of 
information again. 

Depending on the size of the UPS and the power 
requirements of your computer, a UPS can give you 
5-30 minutes of power, plenty of time to save your work 
and safely shut down your computer. We even have a 
model that will turn your computer off for you in the event 
of an outage while you are away from home. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • RO.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 

10169 Old Highway 13 • Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 • (618) 684-2143 
Office Hours: 8 am - 4 pm www.egyptianelectric.org 
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Manufactured home-owners beware 

Many folks who live in doublewide manufac¬ 
tured homes may be paying for a lot more 
electricity than they actually need - especially 

this winter! 
Many people who live in manufactured homes 

don’t seal their crawl space tightly enough to prevent 
animals from getting in under their units. Often, stray 
animals will crawl in there to stay warm and dry. In 
the process they can damage the “cross-over” duct 
and leave it with a big, gaping hole. 

The duct that links the side of a manufactured 
home’s central heating system to the other half of 
the unit is usually a big coil of wire, resembling a 
giant “slinky.” 

It is wrapped in two layers of thin plastic film 
that sandwich a thin layer of fiberglass insulation. 
An animal can rip a sizeable hole in this short 
piece of flex duct, allowing air from the furnace 
or heat pump to escape into the crawl space - 
where it does no good at all! 

And the homeowner is paying for this. In this 
case, the heating or cooling unit must run a lot 
longer to satisfy the thermostat, resulting in a 
higher electric bill. 

Even if the crawlspace is animal-tight now, 
the connections should be checked where the 
crossover duct attaches to the bottom of the heat¬ 
ing/cooling unit to ensure it has not worked loose. 
The old standard gray “duct” tape that is usually 
used dries out and loses its adhesive quality in a 
short time. It should be replaced with the new 
aluminized butyl tapes that will last much longer 
under both heating and cooling conditions. 

Before going under the home to check for 
possible leaks, turn up the furnace or heat pump 
to a high setting so it will stay on while it’s being 
inspected, thus making leaks easier to detect. 

Damaged duct replacement and special 
tapes can be found at your local heating and 
cooling contractor. 

LAST CHANCE! 

High School sophomores and juniors, this is 
your last week for submitting essays to 

Egyptian Electric for a chance to win a trip 
to Washington, D.C. Please turn in your 

essays by March 8. Hurry... time is running 
out for this once in a lifetime opportunity. 

Looking for your 
pot o’gold? We can’t guarantee that you will find your 
pot o’gold, but we can guarantee that 
you will definitely find ways to save 

energy by listening to the Doug Rye radio talk 
show. Mr. Rye is the nationally recognized ‘energy 
guru’ from Arkansas. Egyptian Electric makes 
his talk show available to you on WXAN Radio 

every Saturday morning at 
9:05 a.m. If you have a 
question, you can even 
call an 800 number 
and Doug will answer 
your question on the 
air. WXAN can be 

found at 103.9 FM. 

What to do iff the 

We offer these suggestions: 
1. Cheek your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes offff 

you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

◄  
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WIRELESS INTERNET Our Southern Services group has decided to 
partner with a telephone cooperative to of¬ 
fer wireless internet service throughout all of 

our service areas. We will be creating a new cor¬ 
poration to offer this service, so it may take a 
couple of months to get everything in order before 
we can actually make any installations. This will be 
satellite service. Because it involves two-way radio 
transmissions, the installations will be have to be 
made by certified technicians and cannot be done 
by a homeowner. 

We have not finalized rates or policies as yet, 
so I encourage you to contact our Steeleville office 
if you have an interest in this service. Ask for 
Brenda and she will put you on the list for a mail¬ 
ing when we are ready to initiate service. This ser¬ 
vice will be more costly than the rates you may 
now be paying for Internet service, but it will be 
considerably faster and you will never need to dial 
up service, it will always be on line. 

REA 
y guest column in the last magazine appar¬ 
ently triggered a lot of memories of our 
older members and I appreciate the nice 

comments I have received. Back home, every pole, 
no matter who owned it, was an REA pole and the 
standing joke is that it is the state tree of North Da¬ 
kota. I mention this to make the point that to many 
of our older members, we are the REA and no dis¬ 
tinction is made between REA, which used to be the 
Rural Electrification Administration, and the electric 
cooperatives. I have written about this subject be¬ 
fore, but we are constantly adding new members 
and it is probably appropriate that I address the sub¬ 
ject from time to time. 

The Rural Electrification Administration (REA) 
was created in 1935 for the purpose of bringing elec¬ 
tric service to the rural areas. The original idea was to 
make low interest money (2 percent) available to the 
private utilities as an encouragement for them to ex¬ 
tend lines to the rural areas. That idea did not fly be¬ 
cause we were in the middle of the great depression 
and the utilities did not see any possibility that they 
would make money building lines into rural areas. 
Also, interest was probably so low at the time that 2 
percent funding was not much of an incentive. Since 
the utilities were not going to avail themselves of the 

FROM THE 
MAMAGER'5 DESK 

◄  
BY HARRY KUHN 

federal loan money and electrify the rural areas, the 
idea was put forth to form cooperatives and let rural 
residents do the jobs themselves. That was the start 
of the electric cooperative program that has resulted 
in nearly 1,000 electric cooperatives in the country. 
The function of REA was to loan money to the coop¬ 
eratives to finance construction of the lines and nec¬ 
essary offices. As banker, REA kept a pretty tight rein 
on the cooperatives and had to approve all con¬ 
struction work plans. They also came up with a uni¬ 
form set of plans and specifications. All cooperatives 
borrowing from REA had to construct their lines ac¬ 
cording to those specifications. Consulting engineers 
had to certify this was done before money was ad¬ 
vanced, and REA had field engineers that spot- 
checked to make sure the specifications were met. 
For nine years I was such a field engineer for REA in 
the state of Illinois. The single phase pole you see 
with a pole top pin for the phase conductor and the 
neutral line further down the pole was an REA idea to 
save the money of a crossarm. Now, most single 
phase lines are designed this way. 

While REA was the banker, the local coopera¬ 
tives were independently operated by a locally 
elected board of directors. The board is elected by 
the membership of the cooperative, who are the ac¬ 
tual owners of the cooperative. As a cooperative, 
there are no stockholders and there are no dividends 
to pay. Any excess of revenue over expenses is allo¬ 
cated back to each member in proportion to the en¬ 
ergy they purchased. These allocations are called 
capital credits and your cooperative has been re¬ 
funding these capital credits to estates and to the 
general membership on a twenty-year cycle. 

In 1973, President Nixon tried to do away with 
the REA program and was unsuccessful. Availability 
of adequate loan funds was an issue and in response 
to that need, the cooperatives put up capital and 
formed their own bank for the purpose of raising 
additional funds in the capital markets. Thus was 

(continued on 16b) 
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born the National Rural Utilities Cooperative Fi¬ 
nance Corporation (CFC) and thereafter cooperatives 
that were members of CFC borrowed some of their 
needs from REA and some from CFC. Over the years 
the REA interest rate has increased from the original 2 
percent and several years ago your Board of Direc¬ 
tors decided to pay off all REA debt and borrow all 
capital from CFC. 

While your cooperative no longer has any con¬ 
nection with the federal government, old habits die 
hard and we will always be the REA to some of our 
members. We even call our bowling team the REA 
team, so we are right with you. What is rather funny 
about it is that REA changed its name to Rural Utili¬ 

ties Services, so it no longer exists as REA. While it 
may not exist in name, it will continue to exist in the 
hearts and minds of a lot of people for whom it 
meant so much when it turned on the lights in rural 
America. 

If we are not REA, who are we? We are simply 
your local electric cooperative - owned by you and 
controlled through your elected Board of Directors. 
Our purpose is not to make money, but to provide 
you with reliable electric service at a reasonable cost. 
As your manager, it is my responsibility to operate the 
cooperative within the policies set by the Board of 
Directors for the benefit of you, the members. What¬ 
ever you choose to call us, we are here to serve you. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative through 

Southern Services, LLC 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for 
just 12 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees 
or service charge. 

• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Southern Services, LLC, is offering long distance telephone service 
through PowerNet Global Communications. This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. You can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the 
continental United States for 6.9 cents per minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls 
from family members or acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates 
are the same 24 hours a day-7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, P.O. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

Name 

Street 

DETACH HERE 

 Social Security Number 

City State Zip 

Telephone Numbers ( ) ( ) 
Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested 
*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) 
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, Southern Services, LLC, to transfer my 

long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 

The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be 

assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  Date 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
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by Bryce Cramer Two months ago, I discussed “the big picture” 
in this column, referring to how much residen¬ 
tial electricity we use annually in the U.S. and 

trying to put it in perspective. I also pointed out 
why energy conservation, even if it does not seem 
like we are saving a large amount, is important. As 
was pointed out recently to me, a small number 
multiplied by a large number is still a large number. 
This month, I would like to continue with this 
thought, looking at how much electricity is “leaked” 
in our homes and where the leaks are located. 

Most of us think when we turn an appliance or 
device off it means no more electricity is being 
used. In the “old” days, this was normally true. 
When you got out of your chair, walked over to the 
TV set and pushed the button, the tube went dark 
and yes, electricity quit flowing. But today, I seri¬ 
ously doubt if there are many TV sets left that can 
be turned on or off solely by pulling or pushing an 
on/off button. 

For years now, we have manufactured TV sets 
with remote controls. This means the TV set must 
have an infrared receiver (IR) on at all times, ready 
to receive the signal from the remote control. For 
the IR to work, the decoder chip has to have 
power to it, so the power supply (a low voltage 
transformer) must be energized. This is what is 
commonly referred to as stand-by power. Most of 
the “leaking” electricity comes from this power 
supply. Because manufacturers are extremely price 
conscience (because we as consumers have in¬ 
sisted on buying by price), they generally use inex¬ 
pensive and inefficient power supplies. 

Stand-by power is really for our convenience 
and you can probably think of several other items 
in your home that may fit this same category. 
VCR’s, audio systems, answering machines and 
cordless phones are some examples. As manufac¬ 
tures think of more ways to make appliances and 
devices more convenient, the list continues to 
grow. 

In addition to items that have a stand-by 
mode, we need to think of items that are portable, 
in other words, have batteries that need recharged. 
To recharge the batteries, a low voltage transformer 
is needed. Many of us have a “Dust Buster” ready 
and waiting to clean up those small spills around 
the house. Or maybe a cordless flashlight de¬ 
signed to be left plugged in, waiting to be used in 
an emergency, or the charger for your cell phone. 
What ever it is, these appliances use electricity the 
entire time they are plugged in, even if the device 
is not in the cradle. 

How much electricity are we talking about? As 
you can imagine, not a whole lot. On average, TV 
sets have a stand-by loss of 4 watts (although 
some are as high as 12 watts). Remember, a kwh is 
1,000 watts used for one hour. So, the 4-watt TV 
would use 1 kWh after 250 hours of stand-by time. 
At Egyptian’s final rate of $0,053 per kwh, this just 

isn’t a whole lot of money for most of us to worry 
about ($0.16 for a whole month). But, if you multi¬ 
ply this by the number of TV sets in the U.S., which 
is 186,000,000, (a small number multiplied by a 
large number is still a large number) we get a differ¬ 
ent situation. Now, we are talking about 
6,517,440,000 kwhs nationally, at a national aver¬ 
age of $0.0675 per kwh, and that’s some REAL 
money, $439,927,200. And this is only for TV sets. 

Several studies have shown the average house¬ 
hold has stand-by losses of 50 watts per month. 
For Egyptian Electric members, this is 438 kwhs or 
$24.00 per year. Nationally however, the picture is 
quite different (a small number multiplied by a 
large number is still a large number). With 
98.000. 000 households and the national average of 
$0.0675 per kWh, we are looking at 
42.924.000. 000 kwhs and $2,897,370,000 for 
stand-by energy losses! And that does not include 
stand-by losses in the workplace. 

What can you do as a member of Egyptian 
Electric? First, I am not recommending you do 
away with your remote control appliances or throw 
away your cordless items. But, I do recommend 
you examine the stand-by losses of items before 
you purchase them. Some manufacturers have 
taken steps to reduce stand-by losses by using 
capacitors to power the IR and decoder chip, only 
turning the power supply on to recharge the ca¬ 
pacitor when needed. Others have gone to more 
efficient power supplies. And when manufacturers 
see that U.S. citizens are only buying appliances 
with low stand-by losses, guess where their re¬ 
search and development money will go! The cur¬ 
rent administration is attempting to force this issue. 
On July 31,2001, President Bush signed an Execu¬ 
tive Order requiring federal agencies, when buying 
off-the-shelf products, to purchase items that use 
no more than 1 watt where available, or the lowest 
available if there are no items less than 1 watt. 

Secondly, examine your personal use habits of 
battery powered and low voltage items. Do you 
need to leave the charger plugged in all of the time 
for your cordless drill, even when the battery is not 
being charged? The same for your cell phone 
charger, or the “Dust Buster.” At our home, we 
have a small, low voltage reading light that clips 
on a book cover for reading in low light condi¬ 
tions. In the past, we have always left it plugged in, 
lying on the nightstand. But since it uses a trans¬ 
former, I unplug it now until I actually use the light. 

Is stand-by electricity losses and leaking elec¬ 
tricity a major energy issue for you or Egyptian? 
Probably not. I imagine each and every one of us, 
if we were to look around our homes, could find a 
place where adding additional insulation or sealing 
a crack with weather-stripping or caulk would save 
more energy. But, as a nation, we have to start 
somewhere. Remember, a small number multiplied 
by a large number, is still a large number. 
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What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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at t’s an essential and fundamental 

power that flows from your electric cooperative. 

That basic democratic power, which in¬ 

cludes one vote by every single co-op mem¬ 

ber-owner, is one of the most important 

characteristics that makes your electric co¬ 

op different from any other kind of utility. 

Also, you have the power to discuss issues 

with friends and neighbors at co-op annual 

meetings, vote for the governing board, or run 

for office yourself. 

A co-op is as good as its members. And 

that’s pretty powerful by anyone’s standards. 

So, make sure you exercise your share of 

power. It won’t cost you a cent, and it’s one of 

the best investments you can make. 

Our offices will be closed Friday, March 29, in observance of Good Friday. 
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What is a facility 
charge and why 

is it so high? The facility charge at Egyptian Electric gener¬ 
ates some questions because we have in¬ 
creased that charge the last several years. 

These increases were not done randomly; we 
have given considerable thought and study to this 
component of your electric bill. But it seems that 
we have not explained this charge well enough. In 
this column, I will try to answer the ques¬ 
tion, “What is a facility charge and why 
is it so high?” 

The rate making process for an 
electric cooperative differs greatly 
from that of Investor Owned Utilities 
(lOUs), or for that matter, many other 
types of businesses. While most busi¬ 
nesses and all for-profit utilities must 
charge rates that include a profit 
margin, not-for-profit cooperatives, 
like Egyptian Electric, place service 
quality over profit. 

That is not to say that our rates 
are lower or our services cheaper: 
that is often not the case. The rural 
nature of our service area combined 
with customers that have low electri¬ 
cal consumption means a much 
higher cost of service than typical 
lOUs. Egyptian has about six cus¬ 
tomers per mile of line, while most 
lOUs have more than nine or 10 
times that many, which translates to about 10 
times less the amount of investment per customer. 

Another factor that differs in a cooperative sys¬ 
tem is that lOUs often own all of the major seg¬ 
ments of their power system - the power plants, 
the transmission lines and the distribution lines. 
Egyptian Electric owns our local distribution sys¬ 
tem, but we have a long-term purchase agreement 
with Southern Illinois Power Cooperative in Marion 
to purchase all energy used by our members from 
its plant. SIPC is a cooperative system and Egyp¬ 
tian Electric is a member-owner, but the costs as¬ 
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sociated with each portion of our business is seg¬ 
mented. 

While the cooperative nature of Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric means that we do not factor in a profit, the 

higher individual cost of providing ser¬ 
vice combined with the fact that we pur¬ 
chase our main product, electric 
energy, from another provider, presents 

challenge to our rate makers to fairly 
allocate the costs. Egyptian Electric 
utilizes the services of our statewide 
association; their engineers and ac¬ 
counting staff, armed with computer 
programs to analyze our costs and 
expenses, design rates that attempt 
to be fair to our entire cooperative 
membership. 

Which brings us to the subject at 
hand, the facility charge. The analy¬ 
sis of the current situation at Egyp¬ 
tian Electric reveals that the cost to 
provide basic electric service to a 
normal home is nearly $32 per 
month. 

Egyptian currently charges $16 for 
the facility charge on a regular ser¬ 
vice. The cost to provide basic ser¬ 

vice to higher capacity service or members with 
three-phase service is about $115 per month, de¬ 
pending on the size of the electrical service. The 
additional revenue necessary to provide a high 
quality of service comes from the sale of electric 
energy. 

So, the answer to the question, “What is the 
facility charge?” is: The cost of poles, wires and 
hardware, plus the necessary maintenance 
costs needed just to have the ability to have the 
lights come on when you flip your switch, not 

(continued on 16b) 
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(continued from 16a) 
counting any energy that may be used, makes 
up the facility charge. If a member were to have 
power available at their location, and never even 
turned on a light bulb, Egyptian Electric would still 
have to recover the costs of providing the facilities 
to make the power available. 

The facility charge has increased more than the 
rate per kWh in recent years because the electrical 
industry is changing from a regulated to a deregu¬ 
lated industry. 

Many providers across the country are “unbun¬ 
dling” their rates, charging a separate fee for energy 
(the actual kWh used to operate appliances), trans¬ 
mission and delivery. In some states customers can 
choose the provider of energy, while the utility they 
are connected to would still deliver the energy. 

The huge cost to provide basic delivery service 
prohibits duplication of facilities; it would not be 
cost effective to have two or more companies build 
power lines to each house. If the electric bill is un¬ 
bundled, each company can recover its costs to 
provide its portion of the service provided. 

Although it is not completely accurate, the 
comparison between long distance versus local 
phone service helps to understand this situation. 
You still pay the local phone company for telephone 
service, but you also pay another provider for long 
distance service. The long distance service uses the 
basic phone company’s lines. In this comparison, 

Egyptian Electric would deliver the energy (like the 
local phone company) that was purchased by a third 
party provider (the long distance company). 

In Illinois, the decision of whether or not to 
“open up” the members of electric cooperatives and 
municipal electric systems to competition has re¬ 
mained with local boards or city councils. Egyptian 
Electric’s Board has been studying this issue for a 
number of years and has yet to see any advantage 
to opening up the service area. 

Problems in other parts of the country, like the 
blackouts in California and the collapse of energy 
giant Enron, have caused us even greater concern. 
Also, we have not received any great offers of 
cheaper energy; but it is possible when the residen¬ 
tial class in Illinois opens for competition on May 1, 
2002 that opportunities will arise, and the Egyptian 
Electric Board continues to study these issues. 

So, the answer to the question, “Why is the fa¬ 
cility charge so high?” is: rate analysis has deter¬ 
mined that to be fair to all members of the 
cooperative and to accurately apply the rate mak¬ 
ing methods being used to prepare for deregula¬ 
tion, the cost to provide basic service (the facility 
charge) should rise higher than the energy cost 
(the per kWh cost). 

I know this is a complex subject. I may have not 
done justice explaining all of the details, but I wel¬ 
come any calls to further discuss or clarify any of 
the points in this explanation. 

Stay safe and. ., 
sound this 

f»] (1 

s you begin to spend more time 
/ ' outdoors for work and play remem¬ 
ber to watch for overhead power lines. 
• Also, make sure outdoor electrical 

outlets are grounded and have 
weatherproof covers. 

• Never fly kites or model planes near 
power lines. Use only dry string on 
kites. 

• Never place a ladder where it can fall 
into a power line. 

• Teach your children to stay away 
from utility substation fences and 
pad-mounted transformers. 
For more helpful tips to keep in mind 

when you’re working or playing outdoors 
contact your local electric cooperative 
or visit www.safeelectricity.org. 

(CL© 
Egyptian Electric will be closed Monday, May 27th, in observance of the Memorial Day holiday. 
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by Bryce Cramer As cars play a more and more important role 
in our lives, I have found that our relation¬ 
ships with them also change and become 

more important. Although cars were around sixty- 
to-seventy years ago, few homes had an attached 
garage, if they even had a garage on the property. 
Today, there is hardly a home built that does not 
have at least a two car garage attached to it. Al¬ 
though we generally take the garage for granted 
during the construction phase, several consider¬ 
ations should be made. 

The first consideration is for safety. Because 
the storage of flammable material in garages is 
common, the likelihood of a home fire originating in 
the garage is fairly high. With an attached garage, 
there is an element of concern for the building occu¬ 
pants should a fire originate in the garage, but with 
an incorporated garage (where the garage is built 
into the home such as a walk-out basement), the 
concern is even higher as the ceiling of the garage 
area is the floor of the living space above. 

Builders should ensure a fire-rated material 
such as sheet rock is used on ceilings and walls. In 
addition, 120-volt fire alarms that will activate other 
alarms in the living area should be used. 

In addition to fire safety, homeowners should 
take precautions to eliminate carbon monoxide 
related problems. Unless the vehicle is pushed in 
and out of the garage without the engine running, 
there is going to be carbon monoxide in the ga¬ 
rage. Often, the driver will pull into the garage and 
allow the engine to idle for several moments before 
killing the ignition. They then immediately hit the 
garage door button to close the door, trapping the 
exhaust fumes in the garage. As soon as they open 
the walk-through door into the house, the fumes 
are sucked into the living area. 

In addition to this source of entry, the air tight¬ 
ness of the walls and ceilings between the garage 
and home are often over-looked. An air-barrier 
(such as polyethylene or house wrap) installed un¬ 
der the finished surface is essential to reducing the 
exchange of air between the occupied portion of 
the house and the garage. Any cracks or holes 
should also be caulked. 

In addition to safety worries, there are also 
concerns about energy use. As garage doors are 
inherently leaky, winter winds will infiltrate the ga¬ 
rage. Normally, the situation is such that the wind 
blows easily into the garage through the doors, 
but does not have an easy way to exit, putting the 
garage in a pressurized situation. This will force the 
colder air in the garage (which may be laden with 
exhaust and other toxic fumes) into the living area. 
As mentioned above, all walls and ceilings of the 

garage must be sealed from the living area. 
If the garage is incorporated into the building 

envelope such that the garage ceiling is the floor of 
living space above, the ceiling/floor area must be 
insulated as a ceiling might be. Normally, I recom¬ 
mend an R-19 for floor areas that are above a crawl 
space, but many times garage doors are left open 
for extended periods of time, so the floor needs to 
be insulated to an R-30. And don’t forget to seal the 
ceiling by using either polyethylene or house wrap. 

Lastly, I have seen many garages that have 
heat registers supplied by the home’s heating and 
cooling system. I will be the first to admit it is nice 
to crawl into a vehicle with warm seats when it’s 10 
degrees outside, or to have the snow and ice melt 
off the vehicle right away. But unless there is a re¬ 
turn air duct supplied for the garage, we create a 
bad situation by doing this. And since there may 
be caustic and toxic fumes in the garage, we can’t 
have a return there. 

When air from the main heating and cooling 
system is used to heat the garage, we create pres¬ 
sure imbalances. As the return system gets its air 
from the house, the air delivered to the garage is 
‘lost’. In other words, the house is under negative 
pressure and the garage is under positive pressure. 
If the surfaces separating the garage area from the 
living area are sealed from each other, this really is 
not a problem in regards to the garage, other than 
the heated air will be forced out through the holes 
and cracks in the garage. 

The real problem is in the house. Because it is 
under negative pressure, every time the heating 
system blower fan comes on, it will ‘suck’ air 
through the holes and cracks in the walls and ceil¬ 
ings of the house to make up the pressure differen¬ 
tial. This means the heating system will have to run 
longer to satisfy the thermostat. And the more it 
runs, the more air is ‘sucked’ into the house. This 
means the heating system will have to run 
longer...kind of like being stuck on a carousel you 
can’t get off! 

After reading this, you may think attached ga¬ 
rages don’t sound so great anymore. In fact, some 
communities and subdivisions have covenants that 
prohibit attached garages. In these cases you gen¬ 
erally find a detached garage with a breezeway 
between the house and garage. Actually, if done 
properly and placed on the west or north side of 
the house, garages can act as buffers to the late 
afternoon summer sun or to winter winds. 

Just remember to take as much care when 
constructing the garage as you do the remainder 
of the house. 
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Right-of-way clearing improves reliability 

Another busy year of tree 
trimming and right-of-way 
work is scheduled for 

Egyptian Electric in 2002. This work is a 
very important part of our overall mainte¬ 
nance program. Dependable electric ser¬ 
vice is our goal. Trees that come into 
contact with power lines usually cause a 
power outage, detracting from our goal. 

The electric energy used by our 
members travels across nearly 1,900 
miles of overhead high voltage power 
lines in six counties. These lines are not 
insulated and must be isolated from any 
contact with the ground. If the line does 
contact the ground or a tree branch, an 
unsafe overcurrent situation occurs. 

Egyptian has many protective de¬ 
vices, similar to home circuit breakers or 
fuses, installed at strategic points along 
the line. If the line contacts a tree, these 
devices operate, or open, breaking the 
circuit and stopping the unsafe 
overcurrent situation. 

Our lineworkers call the opening of 
an overcurrent protective device an “op¬ 
eration.” Our members know it as an 
“outage.” Sometimes the devices have 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

an automatic 
closing mecha¬ 
nism installed; they 
open, and then auto¬ 
matically “reclose,” re¬ 
storing power. Our 
members call these 
“blinks.” 

Whatever terminology is used, neither 
our line workers nor our membership likes 
outages and blinks. 

A systematic right-of-way clearing pro¬ 
gram is our best defense. This work re¬ 
duces blinking lights and outages. In 
addition, this will improve access to the 
right-of-way. If there is damage to wires or 
poles, our crews can complete repair work 
faster. 

Some trimming and tree work is done 
by our local line worker crews, typically 
yard trees and trees near transformers, but 
we use a professional tree contractor for 
the majority of our annual right-of-way 
work. 

However, if you have trees contacting a 
power line near your location, please call 
Egyptian Electric at (800) 606-1505 to re¬ 
port it. 

Off power goes 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING MAY 2002 



The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, with otfices in Steeleville and Murphysboro. 

WYPTIAIM 
"Providing electric service to Southern Illinois" Your Touchstone Energy-Firmer Messenger 

Retirement At last year’s annual meeting I announced that 
I would be retiring in 2002 and that the 2001 
hneeting would be my last annual meeting. I 

had planned to retire in early 2002, but for per¬ 
sonal reasons I set my final day on the job as June 
30. However, since that does not give the new 
manager much time on the job before the annual 
meeting, I have agreed to stay on until the annual 
meeting. The annual meeting is July 30 and I will 
retire the next day. I promised the attendees at last 
year’s meeting that they would not have to listen 
to me another time, so I will keep my comments 
brief and introduce the new manager. 

Renewables Eery so often there seems to be a resurgence 
of interest in generating power from renew¬ 
able energy sources and lately there seems 

to be considerable interest in wind generation. My 
home state of North Dakota is supposed to have 
the most wind of any state and there is a lot of talk 
and speculation about wind farms and farmers be¬ 
ing able to sell wind as a second crop. Obviously, 
wind and sunshine are free and non-polluting, so 
being able to harness that energy has an attraction 
to most people. The drawbacks in the past have 
been cost and what to do when the wind doesn’t 
blow or the sun does not shine. 

I looked at some loading data for the generat¬ 
ing station at Lake of Egypt for the month of April 
and I think it illustrates one of the reasons it is diffi¬ 
cult for solar and wind generation to be economi¬ 
cally feasible without some kind of government 
subsidy or tax break. Based on the first 24 days of 
April, the plant set a monthly peak demand of 
196,000 kilowatts at 7:00 a.m. on the morning of 
April 5. It set a low demand of 93,000 kilowatts at 
3:00 a.m. on April 21. As you can see, the low was 
less than half of the peak demand for the month 
and that is the problem we face in operating a 
generating station. We have to have a plant large 
enough to handle the peak when it occurs, which 
is only for a short period of time, and the rest of 
the time the plant is not utilized to the full extent. 
We have to sell sufficient energy to recover the 
cost of the investment we must make to have 
enough capacity available when you need it. 
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Our winter peaks usually occur early in the 
morning when solar or wind energy would not be 
available in this area, so it would of little or no 
help in meeting the peak demand. If solar or wind 
comes on line later in the day, it will reduce the 
need to burn coal, but it will not generate any ad¬ 
ditional revenue. The point is that if you use solar 
or wind, you are going to have to pay for two 
power systems to generate the same kilowatt 
hours that you were generating with one system 
before adding renewables. In the past, the eco¬ 
nomics were such that the savings associated with 
the free fuel from wind or solar were not enough to 
offset the cost of having two generating systems. 

As with everything else, technological ad¬ 
vances have been made in the solar and wind 
fields and units are becoming more efficient and 
costs are coming down as more units are built. 
Wind generators can now generate with a much 
lower wind speed than they could a few years ago 
and can thus produce more electricity each year. 
That, of course, lowers the average cost per kilo¬ 
watt hour, and in the next few years we will see 
wind generators in areas such as North Dakota 
producing power at the same cost as coal plants. 
That still does not address the cost of two power 
systems, but costs are headed in the right direc¬ 
tion. 

Will we reach a point where renewables can be 
added to the generation mix without any govern¬ 
mental subsidy and power can be generated as 
cheaply as having just a fossil fueled system? That 
is a tough question and I believe the jury is still 
out. What it will probably ultimately boil down to 
is whether we as consumers are willing to pay 
more through our rates or taxes to use an energy 
source that will cut down on emissions and may 
help us become more energy independent. In the 
past we have generally said that rates are already 
too high and we all want the best deal out there, 
so that makes it a tough sell for renewables. 

CO 
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Nominating Committee appointed T’o: Members of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association 

Pursuant to the By-Laws of the Cooperative 
and in compliance with the United States Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion Revised Bulletin 20-19, notice is hereby given 
to the members of the Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association that the Cooperative will hold its 
64th annual meeting of its members on Tuesday 
evening July 30, 2002, at 7:30 p.m., in the 
Steeleville American Legion meeting room located 
on the west side of town and a block south of 
Broadway on Chester Street. 

Notice is further given that the terms of office of 
directors Archie Hamilton, Ava, Gilbert Kroening, 
Carbondale, and Raymond Mulholland, Marissa, 
will expire at said annual meeting. 

Notice is further given that the board of direc¬ 
tors of the Cooperative have appointed the follow¬ 
ing named persons as a nominating committee: 

Robert Arthur, Carbondale 
Ruth Brown, Rockwood 
John C. Edgar, Ava 
Richard Pager, Murphysboro 
Tom Horn, Carbondale 
Stuart Langrehr, Evansville 
Leland Luthy, Marissa 
Alicia Miller, Pinckneyville 
Leonard Priebe, Campbell Hill 
Notice is further given that the above nominat¬ 

ing committee will meet at the Steeleville office of 
the Cooperative, located at the west edge of 

Have you ever wondered what the best course 
of action would be if you were in an accident 
and a power line fell on your car? How 

about finding an electric safety video for your Boy/ 
Girl Scout troop, your classroom, or your local ser¬ 
vice club? What about training requirements and 
information for your employees? 

Thanks to the Illinois Electric Council (IEC), 
there is now a Web site at www.safeelectricity.org 
where you can find many of the answers to your 
questions. The IEC is an organization comprised of 
Illinois electric cooperatives, investor-owned utili¬ 
ties, municipal electric systems and the University 
of Illinois. The mission of the IEC is to “share infor¬ 
mation and develop cooperative education pro¬ 
grams and research activities designed to promote 
more effective, efficient, and safe use of electric en¬ 
ergy by consumers. ” 

On the SafeElectricity Web site you will find 
information for teachers, students, residents, con- 

◄  

Steeleville, Illinois, on Monday, June 17, 2002, at 
8 p.m., for the purpose of nominating candidates 
for election to the board of directors, and that all 
members interested may attend said meeting and 
participate. 

The by-laws also provide that the nominating 
committee, upon making their nominations, shall 
prepare and post at the office of the Cooperative, 
at least 30 days before the annual meeting, a list of 
nominations for directors. 

The by-laws further provide that any 15 or 
more members may make other nominations in 
writing over their signature not less than 25 days 
prior to the meeting. Additional nominations may 
be made from members at the meeting. 

The by-laws provide that each active member 
shall be entitled to one vote upon each matter sub¬ 
mitted to a vote at the meeting of the members 
and that proxy voting is prohibited. 

A member having questions regarding the 
above proceedings may contact any officer or 
member of the board of directors for clarification or 
further information. 

Copies of the by-laws of the Cooperative are 
available and can be obtained at the Cooperative 
offices located at Steeleville and Murphysboro, or 
mailed to you upon your request. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Hicks 
Secretary 

on the Internet 
tractors and agri-business 
people. There are safety 
tips, news articles and lit¬ 
erature. You can order vid¬ 
eos on a number of topics 
from various sources. 
There is even an inter¬ 
active house where stu¬ 
dents can try to find 
dangerous situations. 

If you don’t find 
what you are looking 
for on this site, there 
are links to other sites 
and organizations that provide information on elec¬ 
tric and general safety issues. And you will find ad¬ 
ditional information on the IEC Web site at 
www.iecouncil.org. If you forget these sites, just go 
to our Web site, www.egyptianelectric.org and 
then to the electric safety section. We have hot 
links to both sites. 
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Six finalists selected for 

At a banquet held at the Southern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity Student Center on Tuesday, April 23, 

| six area high school students were selected 
to represent Egyptian Electric in Washington D.C. 
on June 14-21 at the annual “Youth to Washing¬ 
ton” program. The students were selected by an 
essay contest offered to sophomores and juniors 
at each of the area high schools within Egyptian’s 
service territory. The six finalists were selected 
from a field of ten semi-finalists that had been nar¬ 
rowed from the original field of entrants. 

The essays were originally judged on five cat¬ 
egories: focus, support, organization, style and 
conventions. At the banquet, a new set of judges 
scored the essays using the original five catego¬ 
ries and also awarded points for an oral presenta¬ 
tion each student was required to do before the 
audience. 

To enter, all students wrote an essay on the 
topic, “Terrorist Safety in the Skies.” Not surpris¬ 
ingly, students offered many ideas to make our 
skies safer after the events of 9/11. Essays were 

not scored by 
the position 
taken by the 
student. Re¬ 
gardless of the 
viewpoint of the student, it 
was quite obvious they had spent 
many hours researching the issue and formulating 
their position. Many in the audience voiced the 
opinion the students had done an excellent job of 
researching a very complex issue. 

The six finalists who will be traveling to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., as part of the Illinois contingent are: 
Daniel Burke, Ellen Fanning and Daphne Ponce, 
Carbondale High School; Danielle Castens, 
Steeleville High School; Clint Misselhorn, Trico 
High School and Dana Yates, Eleverado High 
School. The four semi-finalists who also gave oral 
recitations at the banquet were: Jim Douglas and 
Josh Hahn, Coulterville High School and Sara 
Ebers and Lisa Vega, Steeleville High School. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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5L 
as the fire alarm 
ever gone off in 
your home and can SAV YOUR LIFE 
you either ig¬ 

nored it or took out the battery? 
Did you remember to put the bat¬ 
tery back in? Do you have an 
alarm on each floor of your 
home? Do you think your fire 
alarm can save your life? 

In February of 2001, Andrea 
and her family were asleep in their 
home when the fire alarm went off. 
It was the middle of the night and 
they couldn’t hear the alarm be¬ 
cause their bedroom doors were 
closed. The alarm was in the hall¬ 
way. Luckily, Andrea got out of 
bed, realized there was a problem 
and was able to notify her family. 

A fire had started within the 
walls of their rural home. She 
screamed at her husband Mark 
and their daughters to get out of 
the house as she attempted to gather her purse 
and pets. “I could tell by the tone of my mom’s 
voice that she meant business,” says 9-year-old 
Alex. “We ran out of the house. We didn’t even 
have shoes on and it was really cold outside.” 

Andrea had managed to call 911 and emer¬ 
gency vehicles responded within minutes, but their 
house could not be saved. The fire tore through 
the roof and broke out all of the windows. The 
house was considered a complete loss. 

The family lost all of their worldly possessions. 
They lost pictures, clothes, recent Christmas pre¬ 
sents and two of their pets. But, they all made it 
safely out of their burning home. Even so, one 
can’t help but wonder how it would have turned 
out if they had heard the alarm sooner. 

According to safeelectricity.org, researchers 
estimate that nearly half of annual fire fatalities can 
be prevented by smoke alarms. Smoke alarms can 
detect problems that your senses cannot. They 
can wake you in the middle of the night. They can 
save your life. 

One smoke alarm is not enough. All homes 
should have one on each level and outside of 
sleeping areas. A smoke alarm in each bedroom is 

an even better idea. Smoke de¬ 
tectors should be checked regu¬ 
larly and children should be 
familiarized with the sound and 
meaning of the alarm. 

Proper fire safety begins 
with smoke alarms but continues 
with several important actions. 
Be aware of proper use and 
maintenance of heating and 
electrical appliances. Inspect all 
cords and plugs at least once a 
year. Never overload electrical 
outlets and circuits. Always exer¬ 
cise extreme caution when 
smoking inside your home. 
Smoking is one of the leading 
causes of fire deaths. Never 
smoke in bed and make sure 

that cigarettes are properly extinguished before 
dumping the ashes in the trash. 

What do you do if there is a fire in your home? 
First, call the fire department or 911 and give them 
your address. Have an escape route for each area 
of the house and discuss a designated family 
meeting place outside. Familiarize your children 
with the ideas of remaining low to the ground while 
exiting and using “stop, drop and roll” if they 
should come in contact with fire. Use of a good 
family exit plan may be all that’s needed to protect 
you and your family from the dangers of fire. 

Andrea and her family recently rebuilt their 
home. They are beginning a long road of recovery 
from this tragedy. Andrea says, “One of the first 
things we installed in our new home was smoke 
alarms in each of our bedrooms, in the hallways 
and in the laundry room. The new alarms are all 
hard-wired with battery back-ups. So, if one alarm 
goes off in the house, they all go off. If a fire occurs 
in our house again, we will know immediately.” 

Don’t let a loss be your lesson. Please safe¬ 
guard your family and home from fires. For more 
information on fire safety, visit the United States 
Fire Administration Web site at www.usfa.fema.gov. 
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Plan to attend Egyptian Electric Cooperative's 

ea™ ANNUAL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JULY 30, 2002, AT THE AMERICAN LEGION HALL - 

STEELEVILLE, ILLINOIS 

REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 

30 M 

Picnic in the park 5-7 p.m 

Entertainment 

Children’s Program 

Registration Gifts 

Officers Reports 

Election of Directors 

Electric Credits 

Grand Prize 

Attendance Prizes 
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When I wrote my first column 19 years ago, 
the time when I would write my last one 
seemed like a long way off. Time, however, 

has a habit of slipping away and this will be the end 
of my writing career. As I contemplated this moment, 
I thought about a lot of things I could write about, 
but I decided that after all this time I have probably 
written enough and it is simply time to go. 

I want to express my appreciation for the op¬ 
portunity to serve as your manager these 19 years. 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative has been a big part 
of my life and I will always be grateful for every¬ 
thing that it has done for me. I have enjoyed tre¬ 
mendous support from the employees, the Board 
of Directors and the membership as a whole and I 
simply could not have had a better situation. 

The Board of Directors has selected Mark 
Stallons as my replacement and information on 
Mark can be found elsewhere in this section. Mark 
has had considerable experience in all aspects of 
the operation of a distribution cooperative and I 
believe that the cooperative will be in very capable 
hands. Mark will come aboard sometime in mid- 
July and I will retire on July 31. Although I had an¬ 
nounced otherwise at last year's annual meeting, I 
will be at this year’s meeting. Since Mark will be 
coming on board shortly before the annual meet- 

FROM THE 
MANAGER'S DESK 

◄  
BY HARRY KUHN 

ing, we thought it would be more appropriate that 
we give him a year to prepare for his first annual 
meeting, rather than a week or two. You will, of 
course, meet Mark and have an opportunity to get 
acquainted with him at the annual meeting. 

A number of people have been asking what I 
plan to do after I retire. Most everyone tells me that 
they are so busy after they retire that they don’t know 
how they had time to work, so I am just going to take 
it as it comes along. I am planning to continue to 
work with Egyptian Water Company and will probably 
be fairly busy with that, especially if we can get Phase 
Two of the project going this year. My wife and I plan 
to stay in Steeleville for the foreseeable future, so I will 
probably see some of you from time to time. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity and the 
support you have given me. It has been my privilege 
to serve you and I hope that I have measured up to 
your trust and expectations. 

^ New manager hired Egyptian Electric is pleased to intro¬ 
duce Mark Stallons from Three 
Rivers, Michigan. Born in East St. 

Louis, IL, Mark is looking forward to return¬ 
ing to southern Illinois to begin his duties 
as manager of Egyptian Electric. Having 
family in the Metro East area and a twin 
brother serving as a pastor in Charleston, 
IL, undoubtedly spurred Mark’s interest in 
our southern Illinois co-op. 

Solid credentials and strong coop¬ 
erative values are two assets that made him a 
unanimous choice for Egyptian’s leadership posi¬ 
tion. Mark says he realizes the task of following 
Harry Kuhn is a major challenge in his career. 

Mark graduated with a BSEE in 1979 from Ohio 
Northern University and then graduated from the 
University of Dayton with an MBA in 1986. In 1979 
he began his working career at Consumers Power 
Company, an Investor-Owned Utility (IOU) and two 
years later transferred to BP Oil Company. In 1991 
he joined the electric cooperative family when he 
was hired at Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative in 
Mattoon, IL, as an Engineering Manager. He has 
spent the last eight years at Midwest Energy Coop¬ 
erative in Cassopolis, Ml, serving as Manager of En¬ 
gineering and Operations, Vice President of Retail 
Sales and Service, and most recently Sr. Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of Customer Service and Power Supply. 

On the home front, Mark is proud 
of the strong support he receives from 
his family. Having to leave her family in 
Michigan, his wife Judy realizes this 
move is significant for her husband. Her 
professional accomplishments are 
equally important because she is a third 
grade teacher who thoroughly enjoys 
young children. 

Rounding out the Stallons family are 
two teenage boys. Jason, 18, is heading 

to Ohio Northern University this fall to major in Biol¬ 
ogy and play soccer. Ben, 14, will be entering high 
school and hopes to play football and basketball 
and throw the shot (track). Mark’s other interests 
have included the Center Park United Methodist 
Church, Three Rivers Rotary Club, Vicksburg Soc¬ 
cer Board, and the Cass County United Way 
Board. Mark’s family shares his excitement about 
settling into a new home and having the opportu¬ 
nity to start anew in southern Illinois. 

Mark plans to be at Egyptian on July 15, 
2002. He is committed to working with the board 
and employees to provide extraordinary service to 
the membership of Egyptian Electric Cooperative. 
In Mark’s words, “It is important that we show the 
members every day that we CARE, we UNDER¬ 
STAND, and we are willing to SERVE!” 

◄  
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CO Protect yourself from lightning 

By Bryce Cramer 
/\s we have just come through 

A'A a period of frequent rain 
I » and thunderstorms, I 
thought this month we might dis¬ 
cuss what to do if caught out in a 
thunderstorm and what you might 
do to protect your home from it. 

If caught outside, what steps 
should you take to ensure your 
safety? First, remember lightning 
can strike as much as 10 miles 
away from the area of rain. If you 
can hear thunder, you are probably 
within striking distance of the storm 
and should take action immediately 
without waiting for rain to appear. 

Take shelter in a substantial building, if possible, 
or find a hard topped vehicle. Avoid small open 
shelters on athletic fields, golf courses, parks and 
roadside stands as the structure is not substantial 
enough to dissipate the electric charge of a lightning 
strike. If caught in the middle of a field, avoid tall 
objects, such as trees, and stay away at least twice 
the distance as the height of the object. Squat 
down on the balls of your feet and place your 
hands over your ears to dampen the noise of a 
possible strike. If standing outdoors and you feel 
the hair on your arms or head stand-up, drop to 
the squatting position immediately as a nearby 
strike may be imminent. 

If indoors, avoid doors and windows and con¬ 
tact with appliances, water faucets, tubs or show¬ 
ers. As phone use is the leading cause of indoor 
lightning related injuries, avoid use of a telephone 
unless it is a cordless or cell phone. 

With all of the electrical and electronic appliances 
in homes today, lightning causes more and more 
damage each year. Most damage does not come 
from direct lightning strikes, but rather from the in¬ 
duced currents that are introduced on underground 
wires as the positive charges move to the strike point. 
In fact, for every home damaged by a direct strike, 
100 more receive damage from induced currents. 

Surge protection can be provided for either 
point-of-use items, such as computers or televi¬ 
sion equipment, or can involve whole house 
protection at the electric meter or fuse panel. 

Point-of-use protection involves using items 
such as UL rated plug strips and uninterruptible 
power supply system (UPS) for computers and 
peripheral equipment. There are even surge 
protection devices designed with just one outlet 
in them for the purpose of protecting a single 
item, such as a microwave. Any device purchased 
for the purpose of providing lightning protection 
should be UL 1449 rated. 

Whole house protection involves 
using lightning protectors either be¬ 
hind the meter base or in the fuse 
panel. If your meter is not on the 
side of your house or the wires from 
the meter go underground before 
they enter the electric panel, meter 
base protection should be used as 
induced currents could still be intro¬ 
duced onto the wire. If this is the 
situation, whole house lightning pro¬ 
tection should be installed directly in 
the electric panel. Even with whole 
house protection, point-of-use pro¬ 
tection should be provided for high- 
end electronic equipment, such as 

computers, television and microwaves. 
For either whole house or point-of-use protec¬ 

tion to work, a proper grounding system must be 
present. This is commonly referred to today as 
single point grounding. This means that all utili¬ 
ties, electric, telephone, cable TV, etc, should be 
bonded to the same ground rod. As surge protec¬ 
tion pleads the excess voltage from induced cur¬ 
rents onto the ground system, this is critical. It is 
also critical for the resistance of the grounding 
system to meet electric codes. Many times the 
assumption is that one 8’ ground rod is sufficient. 
If the soil is dry or sandy, this may not be the 
case. Rather than assume, it is better to test the 
ground system resistance and, if necessary, install 
a second or even third ground rod. Most electric 
contracting firms have the equipment to test the 
resistance of your ground system. 

Some people have gone back to installing 
lightning rods on the roofs of their home as was 
the common practice at the turn of the prior cen¬ 
tury. As electricity follows the path of least resis¬ 
tance, the idea is for the rods to dissipate the 
electric charge back into the earth. 

Many experts feel that these systems still do 
not provide complete protection. As lightning 
strikes have tremendously high currents, they may 
still create induced charges on wiring and plumb¬ 
ing inside the home. In addition, the conductors 
can become extremely hot and cause fires. 

Lighting strikes kill between 70 and 100 
people per year and cause untold amounts dam¬ 
age to houses, factories, businesses and equip¬ 
ment each year. Although we will never be able to 
stop lighting, by taking some common sense 
steps when caught outdoors during a storm and 
by preparing our homes properly, we can mini¬ 
mize the damage and results of lightning strikes. 

► 
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Joshua McGill receives $ 1,000 
IEC Memorial Scholarship 

*ICO HIGH,'CH 

Zm 

oshua McGill, son of Richard and Sharon 
McGill of Ava, is one of four winners of this 
year’s Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Me¬ 

morial Scholarship. He competed for the scholar¬ 
ship with other entries from across the state. The 
$1,000 awards are given each year, three to sons 
or daughters of electric co-op members, and one 
to the son or daughter of a co-op employee or 
director. McGill’s father, Richard, is Manager of 
Engineering and Operations for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

McGill received his scholarship, in addition to other 
awards, Monday, May 6, at the Trico High School’s 
awards ceremony. Harry Kuhn, General Manager of 
Egyptian Electric, made the presentation. 

An active participant in volunteer and extracurricular 
activities, McGill has been a member of the National 
Honor Society, Future Business Leaders of America, 
football team, WYSE team and band. McGill plans to 
attend John A. Logan College, then transfer to South¬ 
ern Illinois University’s College of Engineering. 

What to do if 
the power goes off 

We offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 
make sure they are in the “on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with your 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday) call the office number 
nearest you: Steeleville 965-3434 or 
Murphysboro 684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emer¬ 
gency calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house 
(or locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Our offices will be closed Thursday, 

July 4, 2002 in observance of 
Independence Day. 

Landscaping Around 
Pad-Mounted Transformers 
Pad-mounted transformers appear as big green 
metal boxes. Cooperative employees must have 
access to the transformer for power restoration. 

Landscaping that limits entry into the trans¬ 
former can cause service delays during power 
outages and risk the safety of line crews. 

Please keep shrubs, plants and structures 10 ft. 
from the door side of the transformer and 3 ft. 
from the other sides. 

Avoid contact with transformers. Never allow 
children to play near transformers or other 
high-voltage electrical equipment. 

Immediately report unlocked enclosures and/or 
damages to the structure to Egyptian Electric 
(618) 965-3434 or (618) 684-2143. 

◄     

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • RO.Box38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 

10169 Old Highway 13 • Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 • (618) 684-2143 
Office Hours: 8 am - 4 pm www.egyptianelectric.org 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AJMIVUAL MEETING 

INVITATION 

Ray 
Mulholland, 
President 

On behalf of the board of directors of Egyptian Electric Cooperative, I am extending a personal 
invitation to each and every one to attend your cooperative’s annual meeting. 
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 30, 2002, at Steeleville’s American Legion Hall. 

A short business meeting is planned to conduct the necessary business affairs of the cooperative. 
Before the meeting, food and refreshments will be served in the park next to the American Legion, begin¬ 
ning at 5:00 p.m. There are several outdoor activities that will also start about this time. During the business 
session, there will be a children’s program in the small hall next door. Plan to come early, meet our new 
manager, and talk with Harry before he retires. 

Registration begins at 5:30 p.m., and each member registering will receive a free gift for attending. 
All members registered by 7:30 p.m. will be included in the drawing for our 64th Anniversary prize, the two 
grand prizes of $100 electric credit and the ten $20 credits to be applied on an electric bill. At the con¬ 
clusion of the meeting, all members present will be eligible for the drawing of other attendance prizes. 

We think the most effective method of getting word to the members about the annual meeting is 
for those reading this announcement to tell oth¬ 
ers about it. Please help us out and remind 
your friends and neighbors about the meet¬ 
ing. Better yet, bring them along. This is 
an opportunity for you to participate in the 
operation of the cooperative. 

Ray Mulholland, President 
Board of Directors 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
64TH ANNUAL MEETING 
JULY 30,2002 ■ 7:30 P.M. 

Action will be taken on the following matters: 

Report on the number of members present, in 
order to determine the existence of a quorum. 

Reading of the notice of the meeting and 
proof of the due publication or mailing 
thereof, or the waiver or waivers of notice of 
the meeting as the case may be. 

Presentation and consideration of reports 
of officers, trustees and committees. 

Election of board members. 

Unfinished business. 

New business. 

Adjournment. 

Paul Hicks, Secretary, Board of Directors 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

AUGUST 2002 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

D
em

oc
ra

tic
 M

em
be

r C
on

tro
l •

 D
em

oc
ra

tic
 M

em
be

r C
on

tro
l •

 
De

m
oc

ra
tic

 M
em

be
r C

on
tro

l •
 D

em
oc

ra
tic

 M
em

be
r C

on
tro

l 



JULY 30,2002 
7:30 P.M. 

AMERICAN LEGION HALL 
SOUTH CHESTER STREET, STEELEVILLE, IL 

REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 5:30 RM. 
SHORT BUSINESS MEETING 

■ FOOD/ REFRESHMENTS 
■ ENTERTAINMENT 
■ CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
■ FREE GIFT TO EACH REGISTERED MEMBER 
■ TWO $100 CREDITSyON ELECTRIC BILLS 

DRAWING FOR ATTENDANCE PRIZES (MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN) 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • P.O.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 

10169 Old Highway 13 • Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 • (618) 684-2143 
Office Hours: 8 am - 4 pm  www.egyptianelectric.org 
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Annual meeting 
registration instructions 

CO 

Registration will be very similar to last year. 
There will be three lines inside the main 

hall for registering members. They will 
be located in the offset in the back of the room. 
The alphabet will be divided into 3 groups ac¬ 
cording to your last name. You will be given a 
ballot and a blank card on which to print your 
name for attendance prizes. Be sure we can 
read your name before dropping your signed 
card into the attendance box. Members must 
be registered by 7:30 p.m. to qualify for the an¬ 
niversary prize, the two grand prizes, and the 
ten $20 electric credits. The main meeting hall 
will not be open until member registration be¬ 
gins at 5:30 p.m.; and it is air-conditioned. To 

receive your attendance gift and be eligible for 
attendance prizes, you must register as you 
have in the past. Please register only one time. 

As in previous years, entrance to the hall 
for the meeting will be through the double 
doors on the south side, from the walkway be¬ 
tween the Legion Hall and the bowling alley 
building. Access to this walkway is from the 
front parking lot towards the bowling alley, or 
from the west parking lot behind the ball dia¬ 
mond. These entrances will be clearly marked, 
and cooperative employees will be located 
around the area to help direct you to the meet¬ 
ing. Please do not enter from the Legion 
clubroom. 

Minutes of the nominating committee The Nominating Committee, in compli¬ 
ance with the by-laws of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association, 

met in Steeleville, Illinois, in the office of 
the cooperative, on June 17, 2002, at 
8:00 p.m., to nominate candidates for 
the office of Director of the cooperative 
to serve for a three-year term and to 
be voted upon by the membership of 
the cooperative in its annual meeting to be 
held on July 30, 2002, in the Steeleville Ameri¬ 
can Legion Hall. 

Attorney William Broom opened the meet¬ 
ing by stating that the purpose of the Nominat¬ 
ing Committee is to nominate candidates for 
the office of director of the cooperative, and 
that the terms of Mr. Archie Hamilton, Mr. Gil¬ 
bert Kroening, and Mr. Raymond Mulholland 
were expiring this year. 

A roll call of the members of the Nominat¬ 
ing Committee was taken, and three mem¬ 
bers—John C. Edgar, Thomas Horn, and 
Leonard Priebe—were absent. Attorney Broom 
stated that the first order of business would be 
to select a chairman and a secretary of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Stuart Langrehr was duly selected as 
Chairman of the committee, and Mr. William 
Broom was selected as Secretary of the meeting 

The Chairman requested the secretary to 
read the minutes of the last year’s Nominating 
Committee meeting. The minutes were ap¬ 
proved as read by all members present. 

The Chairman instructed the committee 
that three or more nominations could be made 

by the committee and placed on the ballot. Fol¬ 
lowing a discussion on this, it was unanimously 
agreed to nominate three candidates. 

Mr. Arthur nominated Mr. Gilbert Kroening, 
Mr. Luthy nominated Mr. Raymond Mulholland, 
and Ms. Brown nominated Mr. Archie Hamilton 
for the office of director of the Cooperative. Mr. 
Arthur moved that the nominations be closed 
and that they be nominated by acclamation, 
and that their names be placed on the ballot to 
be voted upon at the annual meeting of the 
members on July 30, 2002. 

The motion was seconded by Ms. Miller, 
and unanimously carried. 

There being no further business, motion 
was duly made and seconded that the meeting 
be adjourned. Motion carried. 

Stuart J. Langrehr, Chairman 
Alicia Miller 
Ruth Brown 
Leland Luthy 
Richard Pager 
Robert D. Arthur 
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Where at? “Watts”up? And Who’s on? It’s annual meeting time again and we hope 
you will spend a few hours with us at the 
American Legion in Steeleville on Tuesday 

evening, July 30, for the cooperative’s annual 
members’ meeting. Once again, the employ¬ 
ees and directors are busy making plans for an 
enjoyable evening. For the last several years 
we’ve had outdoor activities and no rain. 
Weather permitting, various outdoor activities 
are being planned from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Hot 
dogs, soda and ice cream bars will be served 
in the park pavilion beginning at 5 p.m. Out¬ 
door seating is limited, so bringing lawn chairs 
is usually a good idea. A children’s program 
will be next door while the business meeting is 
going on. There’s even a special prize drawing 
for the children that evening. We do hope you 
will join us. And NOW introducing our enter¬ 
tainment for the evening  

Egyptian Electric is very pleased to present 
to its membership a young talent from right 
here in Southern Illinois—Matt McElroy from 
Sparta. Matt has been playing the harmonica 

since he was five 
years old. He has 
played at the 
Kaskaskia Bluegrass 
Show since he was 
nine. Matt won the 
Illinois State Cham¬ 
pion Award in 2000 
and enjoys entertain¬ 
ing with his music. Matt’s 
mom, Gail McElroy, along 
with Jim Beattie and Ron 
Huey, will accom¬ 
pany Matt and 
add to the perfor¬ 
mance with old 
country and rock 
n’roll. Matt and the 
group will begin 
playing about 5:45 p.m. 
in the American Legion’s 
large hall and will con¬ 
tinue until approximately 
7:15 p.m. 

Witness the changing of the guard 

Harry W. Kuhn 
1 983-2002 

Mark Stallons 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 5. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

◄  
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you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 
Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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— ANNUAL MEETING— The 64th annual meeting is history and although 

the evening was very warm, we had a record 
turnout. We served hot dogs, dilly bars and 

soda while various outdoor activities were going 
on in the park. Our linemen did a highly com¬ 
mendable line/safety demonstration. They also 
provided aerial bucket rides to any brave soul will¬ 
ing to climb aboard. We had musical entertain¬ 
ment in the air-conditioned meeting hall prior to 
the business meeting. A children’s program com¬ 
plete with attendance prizes went on in the small 
Legion hall during the business session. Once 
again, about 85 prizes were given out to our mem¬ 
bers in attendance. 

Annual meetings are necessary to carry on the 
business affairs of the cooperative. You are a mem¬ 
ber and you have a say. These meetings are for 
you, so we try making them enjoyable. If you didn’t 
make the meeting this year, be sure to keep next 
year’s date open so you can join us. Thanks to all 
who attended and please come back next year. 

A recap of the business meeting is included in 
this center section. If you haven’t heard by now, 
Harry Kuhn retired as of July 31,2002. His replace¬ 
ment, Mark Stallons, was introduced at the meet¬ 
ing. Mark officially took over managerial duties as 
of August 1. If you were at the meeting, you may 
have met him. Feel free to stop by the office any¬ 
time to visit with him. 

A video was shown at the meeting concerning 
the improvements being made at the Southern Illi¬ 
nois Power Cooperative (SIPC) generating plant. 
SIPC was built so we could have control of the 
generating and transmission of electricity for the 
three southern cooperatives. We do not have to 
rely on companies such as Enron. 

Like all machinery, power plants eventually 
wear out, and a point is reached where it is better 
to rebuild rather than replace parts. As you know, 
rebuilding requires a substantial investment. Back 
in the late seventies, a major decision was made 
to increase capacity at SIPC and our members 
saw a large increase in rates. Our members ben¬ 
efited from that decision because our rates re¬ 
mained stable for almost 20 years. 

Like everyone else, SIPC has rules, regulations 
and guidelines to follow, and upgrades need to be 
done to meet these. We must comply with today’s 
clean air standards; at today’s prices we’re talking 

FROM THE 

MANAGER'S DESK 

HARRYKUHN 

MARK STALLONS 

some major dollars to accomplish that. You and I 
talk about $10 and $100 when making improve¬ 
ments. SIPC’s dollars are in terms of hundreds of 
thousands and tens of millions of dollars. 

The investments we are making now are going 
to result in rate increases. While no one likes to 
see rates go up, reliable and adequate power is 
essential and that is why improvements are being 
made at the power plant. We fully expect to see 
the same benefits from these investments today as 
those we enjoyed from our investments in the late 
seventies. 

Rather than have one huge rate increase, the 
board of directors and management have decided 
to make smaller annual rate increases. Overall this 
year’s rate increase will amount to about 8.5 per¬ 
cent. The monthly facilities charge will go to 
$18.00, and that would be a minimum bill. The first 
500 kwhs will be at the rate of $.085. All kwh over 
500 will be at the rate of $.058. For example, let’s 
look at several different scenarios (with the tax in¬ 
cluded): 

kWh Present Net Rate New Rate Effective 11 /1 /02 
500 57.60 62.10 
1000 85.70 92.70 
2000 141.90 153.90 
3000 197.93 215.10 

LONGDISTANCE 
TELEPHONE SERVICE 

We are still promoting our long distance tele¬ 
phone service. The Southern Services group has 
signed up more than 10,000 customers and it’s 
going very well. Problems have been minimal and 
people seem to be very satisfied with the service. If 
you are still debating, you should get on board to 
take advantage of the savings on your long dis¬ 
tance. The rates are a good deal at 4.9 cents in 
Illinois and 6.9 cents out-of-state. The personal 
800-number is really handy for travelers or families 

(continued on 16b) 
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(continued from 16a) 
with children away at school. Should you have a 
service problem and have difficulty getting through 
to the number listed on your bill, you may also call 
(866) 266-7531 to reach our direct service repre¬ 
sentative and they will be happy to help you. 

WIRELESS INTERNET 
In previous issues it was reported that we may 

soon be offering wireless Internet services. We are 
getting closer. The legal work has been finalized 
and we are settling on prices. By the time you read 

this article, the training of personnel will have taken 
place. The information may be available by Sep¬ 
tember 1. If you are interested, we are still taking 
names at the Steeleville office and will forward 
printed information as soon as it is available. This 
service is more expensive than paying a monthly 
fee to an Internet provider, but it does have its ad¬ 
vantages, especially if it can better serve your 
needs. We will have more details in the October 
center section. 

Power supply and rate updates 
discussed at annual meeting Officials of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 

tion had updates about power supply and rates 
for members attending the cooperative’s 64th 

annual meeting Tuesday, July 30. 
President Ray C. Mulholland of Marissatold mem¬ 

bers that the cooperative had an operating loss for 
2000, but good operating margins for the start of 2001. 
“If you will recall, the end of the year 2000 was cold 
and icy, and a tremendous amount of wholesale power 
was purchased in December of 2000. Since we didn’t 
collect some revenue for that power until January, the 
net result was a substantial operating loss for De¬ 
cember, but good operating margins for the 
start of 2001,” he said. 

To meet the growing demand for elec¬ 
tricity, Mulholland said that major improve¬ 
ments were being made to Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative’s (SIPC) Lake 
of Egypt Power plant. He said some 
changes were also being done to comply 
with clean air standards. The improve¬ 
ments will allow SIPC to continue burning 
Illinois coal. 

Next, Mulholland introduced Mark Stallons, 
Egyptian Electric’s new General Manager, who will 
replace the retiring Harry Kuhn. “The board did an 
extensive management search and hired Stallons to 
be the next manager. Stallons comes to Egyptian 
from Michigan and has broad experience in all aspects 
of an electric cooperative,” he concluded. 

In his final report to the members, General Man¬ 
ager Harry Kuhn spoke about deregulation. Co-ops 
and municipal utilities in Illinois will decide on a local 
basis whether or not to enter the deregulated market. 
They have the advantage of witnessing the mistakes of 
others and avoiding the costly pitfalls by taking a “go 
slow” approach, to wait, watch and learn before entering 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • P.O.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 

10169 Old Highway 13 • Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 • (618) 684-2143 
Office Hours: 8 am - 4 pm    www.egyptianelectric.org 
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into the deregulated market. Kuhn said deregulation has 
stalled because of all the turmoil in the power business 
and Enron’s collapse. “With everything that has hap¬ 
pened, people are choosing to stay with the power sup¬ 
plier that they know and trust and not to depend on a 
supplier that may not be around in the long run,” he said. 

Kuhn next talked to the members about SIPC and 
said that along with maintaining a high quality distribu¬ 
tion system, power supply is being expanded and en¬ 
hanced by SIPC. The $230 million expansion project 
will increase total generating capacity by 36 
percent, reduce emissions by 75 percent 
and add 30 years to the productive 
life of the facility. The generation and 
transmission cooperative is owned 
by six distribution cooperatives serv¬ 
ing 80,000 customers. They are 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative, Mon¬ 
roe County Electric Cooperative, 
Clinton County Electric Cooperative, 
Southeastern Electric Cooperative, 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative and 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative. “You probably 
remember we reported a couple of years ago that 
we will have to do a series of small increases to cover this 
investment at SIPC, but we will continue to provide you 
with competitive prices,” said Kuhn. 

Tim Reeves, SIPC’s President and General Manager re¬ 
ported that SIPC is adding a new 120-megawatt boiler to 
replace three outdated boilers, two 70-megawatt gas tur¬ 
bines for peaking power and adding new pollution control 
equipment to an existing 173-megawatt, coal-burning gen¬ 
erator that already has a scrubber for removing sulfur. The 
new boiler and pollution control equipment will reduce nitro¬ 
gen oxide (NOx) emissions. “We believe that once these 
projects are completed next year, we will have one of the cleanest fa¬ 
cilities in the state of Illinois,” said Reeves. 

The report of Treasurer Paul Hicks of Carbondale reflected the 
cooperative’s financial success in 2001. 

During the director election, three area men were re-elected. 
They were Archie Hamilton of Ava, Raymond Mulholland of Marissa, 
and Gilbert Kroening of Carbondale. After the meeting, the board re¬ 
organized and elected Kevin Liefer of Red Bud president, Paul Hicks 
of Carbondale vice president, and Allen Haake of Murphysboro sec¬ 
retary-treasurer. 

(EDMMOE OLGDSIIPJCS 
Our offices will be closed on Monday, September 2, 2002, for Labor Day. 

CO 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

► 
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“Creative” accounting not for 
cooperatives 

by Bryce Cramer Enron, WorldCom, AOL Time Warner, Xerox. It 
seems that for the past several months, each 
week brings forth the name of another large 

corporation that has been using “creative” account¬ 
ing methods to make the bottom line look better. 
The loss of confidence by the investing public that 
has resulted has surely affected us all in some way 
or another. Even if you are not a direct investor in 
the stock market, your mutual fund account or pen¬ 
sion fund most likely is. There are very few investors 
today that will accept a corporate financial state¬ 
ment at face value. So what about your local coop¬ 
erative? Could this be happening there as well? 

First, let's look at one of the driving forces that 
has caused corporations to resort to unethical ac¬ 
counting methods. Corporate managers that are 
successful are in great demand. This competitive 
demand for quality CEOs has driven salaries into 
the seven-digit range as corporate boards attempt 
to retain and attract top management. 

Several years ago, the federal government 
placed a cap on salaries paid top management 
that can be deducted for corporate tax purposes 
at 1 million dollars. However, performance based 
wages were exempted from the cap. As corpora¬ 
tions struggle to keep top management and to en¬ 
courage performance, they have resorted to the 
use of stock options as a method of bolstering 
wages paid to top management. Stock options are 
an opportunity for managers to purchase shares of 
corporate stock at a guaranteed price. 

This may seem innocent enough, at first glance, 
but let's look at how it really works. As CEO of Acme, 
Inc. (a fictitious company) the board agrees to pay 
me $1,000,000 in direct salary with an option to pur¬ 
chase 20,000 shares of Acme stock at $25.00 per 
share if the earnings per share are above a certain 
level and the average stock market price for the year 
is over, lets say, $50.00 per share. Last year, earnings 
were below the specified level and the stock was sell¬ 
ing at $45.00. 

Stock market prices are influenced by many fac¬ 
tors: the economy, whether the company is growing, 
do they have a new product on the market, etc. In 
addition to these, the earnings per share has a big 
influence. Hence, if I can increase the bottom line 
by using creative accounting methods, such as 
turning expenses into capitalized items, I can push 
the market price of the stock upwards. 

Now, at the end of this year, Acme stock is 
worth $55.00 per share. Since it is over the set 
level, I can exercise my option on the shares, buying 
them at $25.00 and immediately selling them at 
$55.00.1 just realized a $600,000 profit without invest¬ 
ing a dime. My $600,000 in profit does not get 
treated as an expense for Acme, so it does not affect 
the bottom line. I will have to pay personal taxes on 

this, but not Acme. 
How is your cooperative different? First, let me 

assure you management wages are nowhere near 
the federal tax cap. But, most importantly, there 
are no stock options available at cooperatives. The 
only way stock in a cooperative can be owned is 
by being a member. And, the second principle of 
cooperatives is democratic control, one member, 
one vote. In other words, it makes no difference 
how much electricity you purchase or how many 
meters you have installed, you have one piece of 
stock and one vote. Your piece of stock cannot be 
sold or traded. If you discontinue service from the 
cooperative, you relinquish your ownership. 

Because cooperative managers are not eligible 
for stock options, there is no need to attempt to 
influence the bottom line by using creative ac¬ 
counting methods. In other words, it is what it is. 

Sometimes, there are bad financial years in the 
electric business. Ice and windstorms can cause 
extensive and expensive repairs. Mild winters and 
summers can reduce sales. Increased sales can also 
have an affect when new generation has to be built to 
meet loads and has to be paid for. When this hap¬ 
pens, boards of directors are sometimes forced to 
increase rates. But even then, there is no pressure on 
management to use accounting methods to “fix” the 
bottom line. It is what it is. 

Each year, a reputable accounting firm audits 
your cooperative’s financial records and accounts. 
They report directly to the board, not to manage¬ 
ment and staff. This firm has no financial ties to the 
cooperative, nor is the auditing fee substantial. In 
other words, if they lost us as a customer, it would 
not put them out of business. There is no pressure on 
them to vary from accepted accounting principles. 

What does all this mean for you? It means you 
can rest assured that when you look at the financial 
reports for your cooperative, whether it be your 
electric cooperative, your farm supply cooperative 
or other cooperative you do business with, they are 
what they are. Your directors are no different than 
you; they too are members of the cooperative. They 
pay the same rates you do. The same services are 
available to them. So, if they have to raise rates, 
they will personally have to pay the same increase. 
If they discontinue or add services, it affects them, 
too. If rates are raised or services discontinued, you 
can rest assured it was a well thought out business 
decision that was done because it was the right 
thing to do for the cooperative as a whole and not 
for personal gain. 

Maybe, someday when all of the scandals and 
unethical accounting methods have been brought 
to light, maybe, as a country, we will see the advan¬ 
tages the cooperative form of business brings to the 
table. 

◄  
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FROM THE 
MANAGER'S DESK 

◄  
BY MARK STALLONS 

Thank you for a 
wonderful 
welcome! 

Working for an Electric Cooperative and 
living in rural America is a tremendous 
advantage! However, this realization is 

often forgotten in the business of our day to 
day lives. 

I have lived in suburban St. Louis and 
Cleveland, in rural Southwest Michigan, and as 
of July 15, 2002, in rural Southern Illinois. I have 
worked for one of the largest for profit electrical 
utilities in the nation, the third largest oil company 
in the world, and the last eleven years for electric 
cooperatives. 

When I compare the lifestyle and culture of 
suburban life to rural life and of the corporate 
world to the cooperative world, I find that I prefer 
living in rural America and working at an electric 
cooperative. You might wonder, why? In fact the 
question I have been asked most in the last 
month is... “Why did you move here?” The an¬ 
swer is one of the best-kept secrets in America. 

Rural America and its small towns and cities 
offer a lifestyle that centers on family, community 
involvement and simply being a good neighbor. 

The following sample of rural life that my fam¬ 
ily has experienced in the last few weeks has 
strongly reinforced this belief. For example: 

• Parents showing up at football practice 
a half-hour before quitting time to 
share stories, buy team hats, jerseys 
and other bragging gear. 

• Neighbors giving each other car 
rides to Friday night tailgates and 
football games. 

• Schoolmates inviting the new kid in 
town to their home for pizza. 

• Church friends staying a half-hour 
after the Benediction just talking and 
making new friends. 

• Parents sharing stories about the 
best classes to take as a freshman 
student. 

• A new friend providing dinner the 
first day home from your new job. 

• Fellow workers inviting you to the 
State Fair. 

• New friends and co-workers sharing 
information about a new house on 
the market. 

• And the simple joy of receiving a 
heartfelt smile and a genuinely 
enthusiastic “Good Morning!” 

The list could go on and on. The bottom line 
is that in a few short weeks we have found that 
our new friends in Little Egypt truly understand 
how to share hospitality! No matter where you live 
in rural America or which of the 1,000 electric co¬ 
operatives you work at, the common denominator 
is that people in rural America and at electric co¬ 
operatives care about their neighbors, are actively 
involved in their communities, and go out of their 
way to serve each other to make life better. 

Thanks for the wonderful welcome! 
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Entertainment industry sends 
bad message 

by Bryce Cramer The recent release of the 20th Century Fox 
movie “Like Mike” once again has shown that 
the entertainment industry either doesn’t real¬ 

ize the influence they have over the youth of 
America or they don’t care. 

The movie depicts a child who is struck by 
lightning while trying to remove a pair of basketball 
shoes from a utility line. The child and shoes then 
become “super charged” and the child becomes 
a star basketball player like Michael Jordan. 
Now, what child wouldn’t dream of becoming a 
superstar and being able to play like Michael? 

In reality, contact with a utility line can be an ex¬ 
tremely hazardous, if not fatal, act. Electric utilities, 
including Egyptian Electric Cooperative, expend 
many man-hours and money each year to educate 
the general public, and especially children, about 
electrical safety. In one, two-hour movie, the entertain¬ 
ment industry could undo all of that. 

If your child, grandchild, or any child you come 
into contact with, has seen this movie, take a few 
moments to discuss this scene with them. Point 
out that the entertainment industry is just that, en¬ 

tertainment, not reality. Explain that in real life, 
contact with a utility line of any type can lead to 
serious injury or death. We also urge you to dis¬ 
cuss a few other topics with them: 

• Never climb trees near utility lines. Always 
look before climbing. 

• Never climb utility poles. 
• Never fly kites or model airplanes near utility 

lines. And do not throw things at or over utility 
lines, such as ropes, fishing line or sneakers. 

• Do not play on or near pad-mounted electrical 
equipment. Make sure children know what the 
DANGER and WARNING labels we use mean. 

• Never go into an electrical substation for 
any reason. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative annually visits 
4th grade classrooms in our service area each 
spring to discuss electrical safety. If you would 
like this program to come to your 4th grade class, 
or to request a special presentation to a youth 
organization, please contact me at 684-2143 or 
bcramer@egyptianelectric.org. 

Please, plant the right tree 
in the right place Trees are prized 

possessions in our 
yards and commu¬ 

nities. They give needed 
shade in summer, provide 
protection from winter 
winds, help clear the air 
of pollutants, furnish a 
home for songbirds and 
wildlife and they please 
the eye with the beauty of 
their foliage. 

But, when a tree’s branches grow too closely to, 
or actually touch, power lines the result is going to be 
a power outage. This is a case of the wrong tree be¬ 
ing planted or allowed to grow in the wrong place. 

Trees and power lines can co-exist. But the 
trees must be selected and planted with size and 
growth characteristics appropriate to their location. 

All responsible arborists and their associa¬ 
tions subscribe to the following tree-planting rules 
in relation to overhead power lines: 

Low Zone - Tree species that will not exceed 
25 feet in height can be planted directly beneath 
power lines and for 20 feet to either side. Taller 
existing trees in this zone have to be pruned (some¬ 

times drastically) so 
they’ll grow around the 
wires. We’re all in agree¬ 
ment that trees pruned 
in this manner are not 
attractive. 

Medium Zone - 
Trees that grow to 40 feet 
in height at maturity are 
recommended for areas 
immediately adjacent to 
the Low Zone. This will 

rule out the possibility of limbs overhanging the 
power lines that we’ll need to prune or trees that can 
topple into the lines during a bad storm. 

Tall Zone - Taller maturing trees should be 
planted at a distance of 50 feet or more from the 
power lines. This will insure they’ll reach their full po¬ 
tential undisturbed by pruning. There is also little like¬ 
lihood that wind or ice will cause them to do damage 
to the power lines. 

Please call us if you have questions about where 
or what trees to plant near our power lines. For a free 
copy of a brochure, “The Right Tree for the Right 
Place,” please write: The National Arbor Day Founda¬ 
tion, 100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, NE 68410. 
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Play it safe during harvest They say you reap what you sow. 
If in fact actions lead to the resulting conse¬ 
quences, many accidents could be avoided 

if time is taken to think safety first. 
All year round, on the farm, in the home, or 

driving down the road, safety must be a con¬ 
scious priority. Specifically during harvest time, 
many avoidable accidents occur in rural areas. 

Modern farming requires the use of large 
complex machinery. Each year, a tragic number 
of accidents are caused by careless handling of 
farm equipment around electric power lines. 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative urges you to use 
caution at all times - watch for overhead power 
lines and utility poles to avoid any contact with 
this potentially lethal power equipment. 

Insist that hired hands and family members 
learn to survey their working area carefully before 
operating farm equipment. Have every worker 
make sure the equipment he or she is using will 
not come into contact with power lines, poles or 
power-support equipment. 

Although you may have no power lines in 
your fields, they are usually present in equipment 
storage areas and grain storage areas. 

Be sure paths from equipment storage areas 
to fields and from fields to grain storage areas are 
safe routes. There should be ample clearance for 
combines, pickers, balers, front-end loaders, 
stackers or any other equipment you’re moving 
about your farm. 

If there is any question about whether equip¬ 
ment will clear a power conductor, assume it 
won’t and take a different route. 

More often than not, power lines follow prop¬ 
erty lines. When you reach the end of a field and 
turn your equipment, there’s a very good chance 
power lines will be nearby. Always be alert to 
power lines along your property lines. They may 

even be hidden by trees or brush, so take precau¬ 
tions to ensure your equipment doesn’t make 
contact. 

Grain augers and bins are often used along 
property lines, too, since such placement makes 
the best use of the land. Again, be sure the 
augers don’t contact power lines. 

Crop-storage equipment, such as augers, 
balers, and stackers can be extended in height 
to exceed electric code clearances for power 
lines. Take precautions to be sure the stacking 
equipment won’t contact the lines. It only takes 
one mistake to bring tragedy. 

If contact is made while you are on the equip¬ 
ment, remain on the machine and call for help. 
Have a family member or neighbor call the coop¬ 
erative and a lineman will be sent to disconnect 
power. 

If no one is around to help, jump free of the 
equipment to the ground. Be sure that at no time 
you or anyone touches the equipment and the 
ground at the same time. 

Make it a safe autumn season. Think 
“safety first.” 

October is cooperative month Today, many electric cooperative consumers 
don’t remember the first day electricity came 
to their homes. In fact, your electricity was 

probably already there when you moved in - one 
of those automatic things like the telephone line 
and running water. 

The day you joined your electric cooperative, 
you became a member of a unique organization. 

Your electric cooperative is not-for-profit and 
consumer-owned, like your local credit union or 
food cooperative. 

That means any revenue above expenses is 
eventually returned to the member (you) in the 

form of capital credit payments. 
Your electric cooperative is committed to pro¬ 

viding the best possible service at the lowest pos¬ 
sible cost. We take pride in our cooperative - a 
grassroots system of service started by pioneers 
like those who settled this area. Keeping the cost 
of electricity affordable helps keep local busi¬ 
nesses competitive, while preserving our rural 
heritage and standard of living. 

There is something different about receiving 
your electricity from an electric cooperative. We 
think it’s a difference you can be proud of. 

► 
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Long distance phone service In this issue of the Illinois Country Living you 
will find a postage-paid reply card that you can 
fill out to sign up for long distance phone ser¬ 

vice through Southern Services. 
For two years now, Egyptian Electric has been 

offering long distance phone service through 
Southern Services, LLC. Southern Services is a 
corporation that was formed by Egyptian Electric 
and five other cooperatives in southern Illinois to 
provide non-traditional services, such as long dis¬ 
tance phone service, to you, our members. By 
grouping together, we feel we can offer services to 
you that we normally might not be able to as an 
individual electric cooperative. Southern Services 
also gives us the opportunity to supply the same 
services to non-members of electric cooperatives. 
By enlarging the market, we can keep costs down 
for cooperative members on the services we will 
be offering. 

The first service Southern Services decided 
to bring to you was long distance phone service. 
More than 10,000 people in southern Illinois have 
already taken advantage of the low rates we 
offer—4.90 per minute for all calls within Illinois 
and 6.90 per minute for all calls out-of-state. 
Some of the advantages of our long distance 
phone service are: 

• No charge to join 
• No monthly minimum or facility charge 
• No term agreement or contract (you are free 

to leave anytime you wish) 
• No access codes to dial—just dial 1 + your 

number, as usual 
• 6 second increment billing (you are only billed 

in portions of 6 seconds that you use, not the 
next full minute as most services do) 

• A free 800 number (you will be billed 4.90 per 
minute for all calls originating in Illinois and 
6.90 per minute for all calls outside of Illinois, 
but there is no charge to have the 800 num¬ 
ber) 
If you have children in college or away from 

home or you travel frequently, having an 800 num¬ 
ber makes it easy to stay in touch with those at 
home at an extremely low rate. 

Fill out the enclosed postage-paid card today 
and begin enjoying the savings. And remember, 
you don’t have to be a member of the cooperative 
to enjoy these savings. Pass the information on to 
friends, relatives and fellow employees, even your 
employer since this same rate is available to busi¬ 
nesses. 

If you would like more information, please call 
toll free (866) 266-7531. 

What to do if the power goes off 

We offer these suggestions: 

1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 

2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 
make sure they are in the “on” position. 

3. If you still have no power, check with your 
neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday) call the office number 

nearest you: Steeleville 965-3434 or 
Murphysboro684-2143. 

After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emer¬ 
gency calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house 
(or locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 

1005 West Broadway • P.O.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 
10169 Old Highway 13 • Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 • (618) 684-2143 

Office Hours: 8 am - 4 pm www.egyptianelectric.org 
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Going the 
extra mile 

Every team needs people who are willing to 
go the extra mile, to go beyond the call of 
duty. It is easy to understand the concept 

and even easier to talk about “going the extra 
mile.” However, the more difficult task is to be¬ 
come one of many key players that give 110 per¬ 
cent day-in and day-out. How is it done? How 
does a team and each person within the team go 
about turning this ideal into reality? 

The author Max DePree in the book Leader¬ 
ship Is An Art states that there is no guaranteed 
formula, but recommends the five following steps 
as a starting point: 

1. Respect people - Understand that each per¬ 
son has a unique set of gifts and begin trust¬ 
ing each other to use those gifts. 

2. Understand that what we believe drives 
how we act - How we act and treat people is 
a consequence of what is in our hearts. 

3. Agree on a rights to work - Each individual 
within the organization has the same rights: 
(1) to be needed, (2) to be involved, (3) to 
have a trusting relationship, (4) to understand 
the organization, (5) to affect their own des¬ 
tiny, (6) to be accountable, (7) to appeal, and 
(8) to make a commitment. 

4. Understand the role and relationship of 
contractual agreements and covenants - 
A relationship beyond a mere contractual 
agreement needs to exist. The best people 
choose to join your organization because 
they respect how you do business. A covenant, 
an expectation, a promise of hope motivates 
individuals to do their best. Continual fulfillment 
of the covenant fuels the engine of success. 

5. Understand that relationships count more 
than structure - Structures do not have any¬ 
thing to do with trust. Only people build trust. 

I recently had the pleasure of accompanying 
a group of Egyptian Electric linemen to the Inter¬ 
national Linemen’s Rodeo in Kansas City, Mis¬ 
souri. The linemen worked hard on their own time 
to prepare for the competition. When they arrived 
in Kansas City, they found more than 200 teams 
made up of linemen from Ireland, Canada, and 
many of the lower 48 states. The competition was 
tough and our linemen successfully competed 
with honor and distinction. 

The reality is that11 going the extra mile” 
requires a team of individuals who respect and 
trust each other, are committed to a common set 
of beliefs, apply daily the eight rights to work, are 
motivated by a covenant of hope, and work hard 
to build trust in their relationships. 

In my opinion, the linemen displayed all five 
of the above steps described by Max DePree as 
being a starting point for building a team that 
“goes the extra mile!” Thanks for a job well done! 

 ► 
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Students encouraged to apply for 
2003 I EC Memorial Scholarships Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative man 
ager Mark Stallons 

has announced that for 
the eighth consecutive 
year the Illinois electric 
cooperatives will award 
$1,000 academic schol¬ 
arships to high school 
seniors. The four schol¬ 
arships are being 
awarded through the 
Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. 

High school seniors 
pursuing a college edu¬ 
cation in the state of Illinois are eligible to partici¬ 
pate in the program. Three of the four scholarships 
will be awarded to the child of an electric coopera¬ 
tive member. The other $1,000 award will go to the 
child of an electric cooperative director or em¬ 
ployee. Deadline for applications to be returned to 
the cooperative is January 1,2003. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to 
assist electric cooperative youth while honoring 

past rural electric lead¬ 
ers through memorial 
gifts,” said Stallons. 
“Egyptian Electric and 
the other Illinois electric 
cooperatives want to 
make a difference 
in their communities. 
One of the best ways 
we can do that is by 
lending a hand to 
our youth.” 

Candidates are 
judged on the basis of 
grade point average, 
college entrance exam 
scores, work and vol¬ 

unteer experience, school and civic activities, and 
a short essay, which demonstrates their knowl¬ 
edge of electric cooperatives. The IEC Memorial 
Scholarship program was established in 1994 by 
the board of directors of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. For further information on 
the IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, contact 
Brenda Rapp at the Steeleville office (965-3434), 
or ask your high school guidance counselor. 
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by Bryce Cramer After more than 10 years of no rate increases 
for the members of Egyptian Electric Coop 
erative, increased costs for material, equip¬ 

ment, health care and other items prompted slight 
rate increases over the last couple of years. This 
year, our power supplier, Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative (SIPC), is making major modifications 
and improvements to the power plant at Lake of 
Egypt to provide for current and future electrical 
demands of our members. This is the second of 
three planned wholesale power increases that 
SIPC intends to pass onto us to pay for the modi¬ 
fications and improvements. By increasing load 
and sales, SIPC has kept these increases to a 
minimum. Next year the increase is forecast to be 
approximately 3 percent. Your board of directors 
and management know these increases are com¬ 
ing at a tough time and they have taken every 
step to keep any rate increase to a minimum. 

To help you reduce the effects of this increase 
on your household budget, we offer the following 
energy savings tips. 

use this to provide the additional temperatures for 
better cleaning and sterilization rather than the water 
heater. You should also drain some water off the 
bottom of the tank several times a year to remove 
sediment and increase efficiency and longevity. 

WATER HEATER INSULATION 

Adding an insulation jacket to your water 
heater can also be energy efficient. You can gen¬ 
erally find these at hardware, home improvement 
and discount stores for $12-15. You might even 
want to insulate hot water pipes, especially if they 
are in an unheated basement or crawlspace. And, 
the next time you replace your electric water 
heater, install a 2” piece of high density extruded 
polystyrene for it to sit on. 

LOW-FLOW SHOWER HEAD 

Not only will low-flow shower heads reduce 
your water bill, they will reduce the amount of hot 
water used, saving energy. And if you are a renter, 
you can take them with you when you move. 

COMPACT FLUORESCENT LIGHTS (CFL) 

CFL’s use about one third of the energy a 
standard light bulb does. They also operate at 
much cooler temperatures (reducing air-condi¬ 
tioning loads), and last 10 times as long as stan¬ 
dard bulbs. Replacing those incandescent bulbs 
you use most frequently and leave on for long 
periods can considerably reduce the energy 
you use for lighting. 

MOTION DETECTORS 

If you are in the habit of leaving porch or garage 
lights on at night or for extended periods, consider 
installing a fixture with a motion detector. The 
motion detector will only cause the lamp to be 
on when needed, passing the savings on to you. 

WATER HEATER SETTING 

Electricity for heating water is generally the 
second or third highest usage in most homes, 
following only heating and refrigeration. Although 
the temperature needs to be at least 120 degrees 
to keep bacteria from building up, any setting 
higher than this is excessive and can lead to serious 
burns. If your dishwasher has a pre-heat option, 

CRACKS 

Many experts advise that the cracks and 
holes in older homes can equal a one-foot square 
hole. As heating is the single largest use of energy 
in a home, sealing cracks and holes can provide 
immediate savings and higher levels of comfort. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative offers free 
blower door testing to help you identify the leaks 
in your home. You may also want to consider 
adding insulation to any floors, ceilings or walls 
that are un-insulated. 

COMPUTER 

Instead of just using screensavers on your 
computer and leaving it on all day, consider pro¬ 
gramming your computer to go into ‘sleep’ mode 
when it sits idle. 

APPLIANCES 

The next time you have to replace an appliance, 
like a refrigerator, dishwasher, deep freeze, etc., 
make sure you look for high efficiency Energy Star 
rated appliances. These units will generally cost 
more up-front, but will pay for themselves over the 
long haul with lower energy consumption. 

► 
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Utility bill assistance available 

nergy costs place severe and continuing 
stress on the family budgets of many house 
holds. In some instances, the household is 

forced to decide which bills to pay and which ne¬ 
cessities of life to survive without. The Low In¬ 
come Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
is designed to provide income-eligible households 
with a one-time grant to help meet winter energy 
costs. Eligibility for the program is based upon the 
total gross income for the household for the previ¬ 
ous 30 days. For example, a one-person house¬ 
hold can have an income of no more than $1,108: 
household of two can have no more than $1,493; 
three persons $1,878, and four persons $2,263, etc. 

The Department of Commerce and Community 
Affairs designated Western Egyptian Economic 
Opportunity Council, whose central office is located 
in Steeleville, as the agency to administer the LIHEAP 
in Jackson, Monroe, Perry and Randolph counties. 

During the months of September and Octo¬ 
ber, the agency began taking applications from 
households containing a member who is elderly 
(60 or over) and/or disabled. Households whose 
utilities were disconnected could also call at that 
time for an appointment. All other households 
wishing to make an application may do so begin¬ 
ning November 1,2002. To make an appointment, 
request a home visit, or for more information, con¬ 
tact the outreach office in the county you reside: 
Jackson 684-3341, Monroe 939-8715, Perry 542- 
4656, Randolph (Chester) 826-3141 or Sparta 
443-5231. A home visit is possible when no other 
arrangements can be made. 

When applying for assistance, documented 
proof of the following will be needed: gross in¬ 
come for all household members for the previous 
30 day period, current copies of heating and elec¬ 
tric bills and proof of Social Security numbers of 
all members of the household. Applications will 
not be processed until all needed information is 
provided to the agency. 

Billing packets 
packet, please call one of our offices. We mail 
more than 9,000 packets, so there is always the 
possibility we missed one or one went astray. With 
that in mind, it is very important that we have your 
correct address. If, at any time, you are aware that 
we have the wrong address, please let us know as 
soon as possible so we can make the correction. 

It is that time of year when those of you who 
read your own meters get billing supplies for the 
upcoming year. They were mailed in mid-Octo¬ 

ber, so you should have them by now. We mail 
them in October so you don’t misplace them, but in 
plenty of time for payment of the bill that is due by 
November 10. If you have not received your 

What to do if the 

We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 

you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

◄  
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Lineman show safety skills 

From left: James Grothaus, Bryan DiercKs 
and James Jones. Several electric line personnel from Egyp¬ 

tian Electric Cooperative showcased their 
skills recently by finishing as 2nd runner-up 
at the Sixth Annual Lineman’s Safety Rodeo in 
Springfield, Illinois. The crew consisted of James 
Grothaus, Bryan Diercks and James Jones. 

Lineman from cooperative and municipal elec¬ 
tric systems across Illinois competed in events and 
tasks designed to measure the efficiency of their 
work skills. Most importantly however, the person¬ 
nel were required to exhibit their safety skills and 
knowledge of safe work practices. An unsafe act 
committed during competition can result in either 
a time penalty or expulsion, depending on the 
severity of the act. Events ranged from speed and 
dexterity of climbing poles, to rescuing an injured 
employee from the top of a pole, to changing insu¬ 

lators, transformers and recloser equipment. 
In addition to placing 2nd runner-up overall, 

the team of Jim Grothaus and Bryan Diercks took 
1st place in the team Hurt-Man Rescue event. 
James Jones took third place in the individual 
Hurt-Man Rescue event. 

Last month's magazine pictured Jim Grothaus, 
Bryan Diercks and Scot Alms at the Kansas City 
National Lineman’s Rodeo in September. That 
event, while similar to the rodeo in Springfield, at¬ 
tracted crews from investor-owned, municipal and 
cooperative systems all over the US. That was the 
first time employees from Egyptian have compet¬ 
ed in the Kansas City event. 

Mip deadline approaching last 
^Phroo nnn IFP. Momnrial .RnhnlarQhin^ arp P\/PM- hree $1,000 IEC Memorial Scholarships are avail- 
I able to high school seniors pursuing a college edu¬ 

cation in Illinois. Deadline for applications to be returned 
to the cooperative is January 1,2003. For more information, 

contact Brenda at the Steeleville office (965-3434) or your local 
high school guidance counselor. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • RO.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 

10169 Old Highway 13 • Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 • (618) 684-2143 
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Two students learn what it 
takes to be a lineman 

At 8:00 o’clock on a school day morning, most 
high school students are dragging themselves 

into the shower in preparation for school. But on 
October 10, two Steeleville sophomores were out 
of bed, dressed and ready to go. For them, this 
would be no ordinary school day. You see, Travis 
Schraber and Tyler Tiemann had requested to 
spend the day ‘job shadowing’ line crews with 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative. 

Each year, students involved in the Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) organization 
have the opportunity to spend one day observing 
a chosen career field. According to Mrs. Darlene 
Shannon, the Steeleville High School business 
teacher and advisor to the FBLA for 33 years, stu¬ 
dents get to really learn what goes on before they 
choose a career they may later dislike. This year, 
47 students took advantage of the program. 

When asked what led him to choose observ¬ 
ing a lineman, Tyler replied that he likes the out¬ 
doors, so it was “better than sitting in an office.” 
For Travis, it had more to do with the fact that his 
grandfather spent his working career as a lineman. 
Travis likes the idea of being outdoors too, but 
isn’t sure if he would like having to respond to out¬ 
ages during ice and snowstorms. 

Mrs. Shannon reminds students how impor¬ 
tant it is to leave a good impression on the people 

Travis and Tyler jump right in and help frame a pole 
for a new service, (l-r) Jim Qrothaus, Scot Alms, Tra¬ 
vis, Tyler and Mike Chamness. 

they visit. Even if they don’t go into that specific 
field or apply for a job at that particular employer 
later in life, she stresses the students never know 
where the people they spend the day with might 
end up in their future. To her credit, the program 
must be working, as several students in the pro¬ 
gram have been offered part-time and after school 
jobs because of the impressions the students left 
with businesses. 

Christmas Folklore 
A star filled Christmas Eve will guarantee good crops next summer. 
Snow on Christmas Eve means a green Easter. 
Burn old shoes on Christmas Day and prevent misfortune in the 
coming year. 
The gates of Heaven are open on Christmas Eve; if you die, 
then you’ll go straight to Heaven. 
For a year of good health, eat an apple on Christmas Eve. 
Don’t refuse a mincemeat pie on Christmas Eve or you’ll have 
bad luck on Christmas Day. 
It is hugely unlucky to send carolers away empty-handed. 
It is considered unlucky to toil at tasks other than those that 
must be done (such as feed livestock) on Christmas Day. 
If Christmas pudding is on the menu, then all present must 
take part in stirring it if the household is to prosper. Tradi¬ 
tionally, one has to stir the mixture at least three times, seeing 
the bottom of the pot each time. Unmarried girls who forget to give the pudding its requisite 
stirs might as well forget about finding a husband in the upcoming year. 
Eat plum pudding on Christmas and avoid losing a friend before next Christmas. 
A blowing wind on Christmas Day brings good luck. 
Wearing new shoes on Christmas Day will bring bad luck. 
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It’s time to decorate for the holidays! 
To play it safe, keep these tips in 

mind. 
As you unpack 

your electric decora¬ 
tions, carefully inspect 

for cracked sock¬ 
ets, frayed wires, and 
loose connections that 

could cause a shock or 
fire. 

If you buy new lights or 
other electric decora¬ 

tions, be sure that 
they’re approved by 
a national labora¬ 
tory such as UL, 
and that they’re ap¬ 

propriate for the use 
you intend— indoors 

or outdoors. 

When decorating your home with lights, be 
careful not to nail or staple through the light cords 
or any extension cords you’re using. You could 
damage the wire or insulation, which could lead 
to an electrical shock or fire. But do fasten out¬ 
door lights securely to trees, house, walls or other 
firm support to protect from wind damage. Wide 
staples that hold the cord without puncturing it will 
do the job. 

Don’t overload extension cords or allow them 
to run through water or snow on the ground. Be 
sure to use extension cords approved for outdoor 
use when you decorate outside. And use no more 
than three standard-size sets of lights per single 
extension cord. 

Always turn off all electrical lights and decora¬ 
tions before leaving home or going to bed. 
Source: National Electrical Safety Foundation 
www.nesf.org Consumer Product Safety Commis¬ 
sion www.cpsc.gov. 

Need a gift Idea? 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative gift certificates come in 

any size and always are appreciated! Give the gift of 
light this holiday season. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative will be closed December 25 
in observance of Christmas. The office will also be closed 

January 1 for the New Year’s Day holiday. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house 
(or locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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