
Win A $100 Bill Credit! 
Five members will win! 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative is studying the most effective ways to communicate with 
our membership. Please help us by filling out this short survey and mailing it to the address 
below. You may also log on to www.eiec.org/eim'Survev.htm to complete this survey. Once we 
receive your fully completed survey, you will be automatically entered in a drawing for one of 
five $100 bill credits. Entries must be received by January 31, 2002. Only one entry per 
membership will be accepted. 

MAIL TO: 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

Attn: Survey 
P.O. Box 96 

Paxton, IL 60957 

Which sections of the Illinois Country Living magazine do you enjoy reading? 

O Cover Story Eastern Illini “Center Section” [^J Recipes 

O “Your Yard and Garden” [^J “Today’s Technology and You” Classified Ads 

□ “Illinois Commentary” □ “Calendar of Events” □ “Safety Around your Home” 

How often do you read the Eastern Illini “Center Section” insert? 

O Every month □ Most of the time □ Sometimes □ Seldom Never 

Were you aware that the “Center Section” is available online at www.eiec.org? 

□ Yes □ No 

How do you keep informed about Eastern Illini events and issues? 

□ Mobile Field Office (^J Bill Insert □ Annual Meeting 
□ Eastern Illini’s Web site (www.eiec.org) □ Newspaper G Member Meetings 

~3 “Center Section” of Illinois Country Living f") Fairs/Special Events ^"J Radio 

How would you like to be informed about Eastern Illini events and issues? 

□ Mobile Field Office |^J Bill Insert □ Annual Meeting 
□ Eastern Illini's Web site (www.eiec.org) □ Newspaper □ Member Meetings 

L~) “Center Section” of Illinois Country Living G Fairs/Special Events □ Radio 
□ Newsletter □ E-Mail □ Letters 

Do you have any suggestions on how we can enhance the Eastern Illini “Center Section?” 

Name E-mail Date 

Address    City  Zip 
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Having the ride of his life 
Dan Grunloh takes to the sky in his ultralight flying machine 

Safety is always a priority with 
Grunloh. He is able to have hands¬ 

free communication with air traffic 
control by the microphone 
attached to his helmet. 

Grunloh has enough space for a pri¬ 
vate hanger and a 600-foot sod run¬ 
way. Ultralight pilots are restricted 
from landing at any airport with a 
control tower, and must avoid con¬ 
gested areas of towns, cities and resi¬ 
dential areas. 

Ultralight flying capabilities are 
restricted by nature as well. When the 
crops are high, Grunloh flies about 
1,000 feet above the ground to have 
enough altitude to glide to a safe land¬ 

ing in an emergency. But when fields 
are bare, he may fly only 100 feet 
above the ground. He must be care¬ 
ful about excessive exposure to the sun 
because UV rays will damage the fab¬ 
ric in the ultralight’s wings. Wind con- 

Dave Grunloh and “Sky Pup,” his ultralight flying machine, 

have just taken off to soar the blue skies. 

During the winter months, he’ll 
don a snowsuit and peer out from 
behind a windshield. When it rains, 
his speed will drop an average of 15 
mph below maximum flying pace. But 
as sure as the com that grows in his 
Loda backyard, Dan Grunloh will be 
soaring through the sky beneath the 
wing of his ultralight flying machine. 

Grunloh has always been inter¬ 
ested in aviation, but didn’t experi¬ 
ment with it until ultralights became 
popular in the U.S. in the early 80s. 
An ultralight flies similar to a hang- 
glider and is defined by Federal Air 
Regulations as a single-passenger, en¬ 
gine-powered flying machine weigh¬ 

ing less than 254 pounds, reaching a 
maximum speed of 63 mph and car¬ 
rying no more than five gallons of fuel. 
An ultralight’s wing weighs about 84 
pounds. Snowmobile-like engines are 
used to power most ultralights. 

Grunloh, a research specialist in life 
sciences and nutrition in the College 
of Agriculture at the University of Illi¬ 
nois, has been flying his ultralights 
since 1983. Grunloh built his own 
ultralight for $2,500 from a set of blue¬ 
prints. It took him two and a half years 

to build, but he was able to fly 
the finished product for the 
next 12 years. The machine, 
which Grunloh lovingly calls 
“Sky Pup,” can be flown for 
two hours at a stretch. 

The flyer has seen 208 hours of 
flight-time since it was built. Grunloh 
jokes about the present state of his 
homemade flyer. “It’s semi-retired. I 
tell people I only take it out on Sun¬ 
days to go to church,” he laughs. He 
says kits for single-seaters are avail¬ 
able for $7,000 to $8,000, and ready¬ 
made ultralights can sell for $10,000 
or more. The flying machines usually 
last for at least seven to ten years. For 
the past three years, Grunloh has been 
flying a new model made in France, 
the Air Creation FunRacer Trike. He 
traveled to Bloomfield, Indiana to 
leam to fly with a special instructor. 

Grunloh’s pastime, which he in¬ 
dulges early in the morning before 
work or late in the evenings to catch 
a view of the sunset, is aided by the 
location of the home he and his wife 
Diana built in the country. The en¬ 
ergy efficient home has a geothermal 
system. With 28 acres of land, 
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Wm. David Champion, Jr., 
president/CEO of Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative, and 
Jeannie Kingston, manager 
of administrative services 
at Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative, admire the 
Grunloh’s horses. 

ditions are also a factor when figuring 
flying capability, as is the amount of 
gasoline an ultralight can hold. 

Regardless of its limitations, 
Grunloh says the ultralight is easier 
and arguably more enjoyable than a 
more ominous flying machine. “An 
advantage of an ultralight is that it can 
fly lower and you can see things,” says 
Grunloh. The plane reaches speeds of 
up to 60 mph, but is usually flown at 
about 35 to 55 mph. Grunloh’s single 
seat contraption is legally operable 
without a conventional pilot’s license. 
Grunloh flies his ultralight to the 
homes of his friends and neighbors 
who also have their own landing 
strips. It’s easy to just pop in for a 
visit, he says. 

Ultralights are safer than they look. 
For example, if the engine was to stop 
working, it’s possible to land the plane 
by guiding the wings into a gliding 
motion, called a “dead-stick landing.” 
If the wing becomes disabled during 

flight, a rocket-launched “ballistic” 
parachute will spring from the top of 
the plane when the pilot pulls a 
handle. Grunloh has experienced only 
two emergency landings during his 16 
years as an ultralight pilot. 

As for fun, there are ultralight 
clubs where pilots can exchange the 
latest news and compete in flying con¬ 
tests. The lllini SkyRiders Ultralight 
Club, of which Grunloh and 17 oth¬ 
ers are members, operates in the 
Champaign area. 

In some respects, however, flying 
an ultralight is sufficiently adventur¬ 
ous. According to Grunloh, national 
and world competitions sometimes re¬ 
quire ultralight pilots to turn off their 
engines and attempt to land precisely 
in a 16-foot target area. Because the 
loss of engine power will not pull the 
plane down immediately, Grunloh 
says part of the appeal of these com¬ 

petitions is the challenge of gliding the 
plane into the box and simultaneously 
improving your flying skills. 

“Flying an ultralight is like riding 
a motorcycle,” says Grunloh, a former 
biker. “People do it for the thrill.” 

Grunloh’s wife, Diana, also enjoys 
the thrill of having the wind run 
through her hair. Diana’s favorite pas¬ 
time is raising and riding horses. 
When Dan and Diana built their 
house in the country, they knew it 
would be the perfect place to raise and 
breed their thoroughbred Dutch and 
Hanoverian horses. At Rosewood 
Farm, they raise jumping and event 
horses that measure 17-hands high. 

The next time you are in Loda, 
keep one eye to the sky and the other 
in the fields. You just might see Dan 
flying high in the sky, or Diana flying 
low on her horse. 

Diana Grunloh spends time taking care of her horses at 
Rosewood Farm. 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web Site 
at www.eiec.org 

The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. 
While there, learn more about our new low El Long Distance rates, the ESP 
Model Home, the advantages of a geothermal heating and cooling system and 
much more. 
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Sophomores and juniors 
Enter El EC’s “Youth to Washington” Essay Contest for 

your chance to win a trip of a lifetime 

Sophomores and juniors who 
attend a high school in EIEC’s ser¬ 
vice area are eligible to enter the 
“Youth to Washington” essay con¬ 
test. Write an essay entitled 
“Touchstone Energy®- The power 
of human connections: We Shine 
As One” and you may win a trip to 
Washington, D.C. and other prizes. 

Complete the coupon or phone 
the cooperative at (800) 824-5102 
or (217) 379-2131, extension 131. An 
entry form, contest rules and refer¬ 
ence material will be sent to each 
student who enters the contest. 
The prizes are: 
• 1st Place - Trip to Washington and 

a $200 Savings Bond 
• 2nd Place - Trip to Washington 

and a $100 Savings Bond 
• 3 rd Place - Trip to Washington 

and a $75 Savings Bond 
• 4th-8th - $50 Savings Bond 

Winners of the Washington trip 
will meet some 80 students from 
Illinois electric and telephone co¬ 
operatives in Springfield on June 14 
where they will board tour buses, 

travel to Washington and return 
June 21. In Washington, they will 
join more than 1,000 students rep¬ 
resenting cooperatives from across 
the nation. The students will visit 
historically significant national sites, 
touring some of our most moving 
memorials, and browsing the cam¬ 
pus of our nation’s capitol. During 
their time in D.C., they will ride a 
riverboat down the Potomac, and 
drop by the Supreme Court. 

Other “Youth to Washington” tour 
destinations include: 

• Civil War Battlefield at Gettysburg 
• George Washington’s home 

at Mount Vernon 
• National Cathedral 
• Supreme Court 
• U.S. Capitol 
• Smithsonian Museums 
• U.S. Memorial Holocaust Museum 
• Arlington Cemetery 
• Many more... 

Essays are due at the cooperative’s 
office in Paxton on March 1. On 
March 15, a panel of judges will se¬ 
lect eight finalists and the contest 
will be held April 8 at Lakeview 
Country Club, Loda. 

All eight essay contest finalists 
will attend Illinois Rural Youth Day 
in Springfield on April 17 to see state 
government in action. Nearly 200 
young people throughout the state 
will be participating in this annual 
event. 

Encourage your children or 
grandchildren to enter EIEC’s 
“Youth to Washington” essay con¬ 
test. They may win a trip they will 
never forget. 

CLIP AND MAIL TO EASTERN ILLINI ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
PO. Box 96 - Paxton, Illinois 60957 Date 

I wish to enter the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name of applicant  

Name of parents  

Mailing address  

Phone number  

High school  

.Age. 

Class/year 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of 
life in the under-served rural community. 
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ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

% www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative xh (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Eastern lllini Electric 

Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting 

Saturday, March 16, 2002 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 

Paxton, Illinois 

Register for the drawing - 
25 $100 cash awards 

will be given away 
• Pick up your Eastern lllini “walking stick” yardstick and an 

American Flag Pin 
• Take advantage of health screening services 
• Enjoy a lunch of chicken, beef, ham, mashed potatoes and 

gravy, green beans, com, coleslaw, noodles and cobbler 
• Elect four directors 
• Listen to “London Blue” from Millikin University 

Watch for the annual report in the 
March Illinois Country Living Magazine 
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Country doctors may not trudge 

through the rain and snow with their 

black bags for house calls any longer, 

but the commitment to their rural 

patients has never dwindled. Dr. 

Carol Williams is an example of such 

a doctor who is fully dedicated to her 

patients. 

For more than six years, Williams 

has treated the rural residents of 

Gibson City. Because she also lives 

in a rural area, she understands many 

of her patients’ concerns, and the 

daily lives they lead. 

She has learned over the years 

that rural residents view life, and 

medicine, differently than urban 

residents. “The patient population in 

rural areas understand that you can 

do everything right and still have a 

bad outcome; that life sometimes 

doesn’t go the way you want it to. 

Farmers especially realize this be¬ 

cause of their experiences raising 

crops and cattle.” 

And Williams knows that spend¬ 

ing some extra time with her rural 

elderly patients is sometimes neces¬ 

sary to get a good diagnosis. “You 

have to really talk to them to find 

out what’s wrong. They want to be 

good patients and not be any 

trouble,” says Williams. She often 

has to “read between the lines” to 

properly treat her patients. “That’s 

one of the great things about being 

a family doctor, you learn how to 

read your patients.” 

But sometimes, reading between 

the lines isn’t enough. Elderly pa¬ 

tients often have unique family con¬ 

cerns that Williams has to deal with. 

“The older patients are in charge of 

their own health decisions, but 

sometimes their kids want to be. I 

am not allowed to tell a patient’s 

troubles to their children, but some¬ 

times it helps if a child calls in and 

tells me some of the troubles the pa¬ 

tient is having that they didn’t men- 

tion. 

Williams’ practice is composed of 

about 60 percent family practice 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Dr. Williams (right) tells Wm. David Champion Jr., president/CEO 
of Eastern lllini, what makes people age differently. 

(treating patients age newborn to 

65) and 40 percent geriatrics (treat¬ 

ing ages 65 and up). Because of her 

wide range of ages, Williams has 

watched many of her patients grow 

up. “It is so interesting to see how 

people age,” she comments. 

Because she’s watched the aging 

process in so many of her patients, 

Williams has some ideas about what 

makes people grow old differently. 

She says, “Smoking really makes you 

age fast.” 

Williams suggests that gripping 

things tightly damages joints, and 

that this damage ages people quicker. 

Most women damage their hands 

doing kitchen work and most men 

from using hand tools. She suggests 

using thick handled tools, kitchen 

utensils and even ink pens. She also 

recommends a nutritional supple¬ 

ment called chondroitin. This 

supplement helps to rebuild joints 

and won’t hurt you. She says that 

some people respond well and some 

The best medical care for 
rural residents 
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Dr. Williams is one of many 
rural doctors providing great 
healthcare to their patients. 

don’t, but suggests trying it for six 
weeks before giving up. Williams says 
to take the supplement three times 
a day for the first six weeks and twice 
a day after that. 

Williams insists that “getting to 
know the people” is the best part of 
rural medicine. She says that a fam¬ 
ily doctor takes care of 90 percent of 
a person’s medical needs and a hos¬ 
pital takes care of everything else. 
Gibson hospital serves many of Wil¬ 
liams’ patients, and Williams can’t 

Doctor Carol Williams is shown here with her family. From left 
are Olan (9), her husband Scott, Rose (2), Carol and John (12). 

rave enough about the facilities 
there. “Gibson is a fantastic hospi¬ 
tal - I am really impressed with the 
board members and the community 
support. The hospital has an emer¬ 
gency room open 24 hours a day, and 
all the doctors have a lot of experi¬ 
ence.” When a patient goes in to the 
emergency room, Williams will of¬ 
ten be called if the patient needs a 
quick follow-up, or to be transferred 
or admitted. 

If a patient requires special help 
that the hospital cannot provide, 
they are only 15 minutes by helicop¬ 
ter from a larger facility. Williams 
says that the goal at Gibson is to be 
as good as everywhere else and more 
convenient. 

Gibson Hospital and local doctors 
have a great way for elderly residents 
to conveniently make it to the doc¬ 
tor. For residents who can’t find 
transportation to their doctors ap¬ 
pointments, the area has the next 
best thing to house calls; called 
Telecare. This program is made up 
of volunteers who will come out and 
pick up patients and take them back 
home. They rely on donations and 
usually ask for $6 from rural resi- 

“Gibson is a fantas¬ 

tic hospital - lam 

really impressed 

with the board 

members and the 

community support. 

dents. This is just another example 
of how rural medicine focuses on the 
patient, and knows how hard it can 
be for rural residents to get to avail¬ 
able healthcare facilities. 

Rural medicine has come a long 
way, and it will continue to grow, 
making medical care more conve¬ 
nient for rural residents. Dr. Williams 
and Gibson Hospital are providing 
the residents of Gibson City and the 
surrounding area with convenient, 
excellent healthcare. And Dr. Will¬ 
iams will continue to care for her pa¬ 
tients, watching them age and 
becoming a part of their lives. 

FEBRUARY 2002 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



oncern for com
m

unity
 
• C

oncern for com
m

unity • C
oncern for com

m
unity

 
• C

oncern for com
m

unity
 
• C

oncern for com
m

unity 

Director Kay Horsch Receives Credentialed 
Cooperative Director Certificate 

Chairman of the Board Bradley J. Ludwig of Fithian 
presents Director Kay Horsch of Dewey with the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) Credentialed Cooperative Director (CCD) 
Certificate. Horsch completed the required fives courses 
of the CCD curriculum during NRECA’s summer school. 
The curriculum reflects NRECA’s commitment to direc¬ 
tors, ensuring that they have an opportunity to develop 
the competencies that will equip them to be successful 
in the new competitive environment. 

Eastern lllini Friends of WILL-TV 
Eastern lllini representatives 

volunteered during the WILL 
Winterfest 2001 fund drive. The 
group took 76 calls and raised 
$8,575. Friends of WILL help 
make public broadcasting pos¬ 
sible. Making the calls are (first 
row, L to R) Violeta Piechaczek, 
WILL volunteer coach Kathy 
Munday, El Bottled Water Qual¬ 
ity Control Operator Robert 
Piechaczek; (second row, L to R) 
Manager of Finance and Ac¬ 
counting Brandon Jackson and 
President/CEO Wm. David 
Champion, Jr.; and (third row, L to R) Mary Jackson 
and Manager of Marketing & Economic Development 
Robert Dickey. 

Visit Eastern mini’s 
Web site at 

www.eiec.org 
The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Mini’s 
Web site at www.eiec.org. From our Web site, you can 
use On Line Meter Reading and learn more about our 
Convenient Payment Options, What To Do When Your 
Power Goes Off and El Schippert WaterCare Prod¬ 
ucts. 

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to 
provide member-owners with extraordinary value 
through competitively priced services and products 
and to enhance the quality of life in the under- 
served rural community. 
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ILUNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

 ATTEND  
★ Eastern IlM Electric Cooperative’s Annual Meeting ★ 

Saturday, March 16, 2002 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 

Paxton, Illinois 

Notice is hereby given that the 15 th Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative will be held on 
Saturday, March 16, 2002, at 1:00 p.m., C.S.T., at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School Gymnasium, 700 West 
Orleans, Paxton, Illinois. Registration will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will close at 1:00 p.m. The meeting will be called to 
order at 1:00 p.m. and action will be taken on the following: 

1. The reports of officers, Directors and President/CEO. 
2. The election of four Directors (one each from Directorate Districts 2, 3, 6 and the Southern At 

Large District). In connection with the election of Directors, the following candidates have been 
nominated: William P. Raber, Saybrook, for Directorate District 2; Donald Reitz, Gilman, for Direc¬ 
torate District 3; Marion Chesnut, Rossville, for Directorate District 6; Jay A. Hageman, Fairmount, 
and Gary Luth, Allerton, for the Southern At Large District. 

3. To consider and act upon bylaw amendments as recommended by the Board of Directors, a sum¬ 
mary of which is furnished with this notice. 

4. To consider and transact all other business which may properly come before said meeting or any 
adjournment or adjournments thereof. 

Dated at Paxton, Illinois, this 22nd day of February, 2002. 

Robert Bauer 
Secretary 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with 

extraordinary value through competitively priced services and products and to en¬ 
hance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Executive Report 2002 

Bradley J. Ludwig 
Chairman of the Board 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO 

The two most significant events of 2001 
that impacted all of us, including the coop¬ 
erative, were the tragic terrorists’ attacks on 
September 11th and the declining economy in 
the U.S. Our hearts go out to all of the fami¬ 
lies and friends of the victims. Perhaps, the 
best way that we can honor those who have 
fallen is for us to continue exhibiting our 
strong patriotic feelings, and to continue to 
support the world effort to rid ourselves of 
terrorist activities. 

The significant slowing of our economy 
has affected our financial statements as well. 
Last year, we reported that our DIRECTV 
territory transaction with Pegasus had netted 
the cooperative a large number of shares of 
Pegasus stock. As of December 31, 2000, we 
were required to record the gain on the stock 
due to generally accepted accounting prin¬ 
ciples (GAAP). Most of the $37,830,553 as 
shown as the adjusted non-operating margin 
was that gain. Keep in mind that we had not 
sold any of the stock due to a two-year re¬ 
striction in our ability to sell the stock, but 
we were still required to record the gain. This 
year, we continue to hold the stock because 
of the under-valued pricing of the stock; but 
because of the market reflection of the de¬ 
cline in value, we are required to report a 
significant loss in our 2001 financial state¬ 
ments. At this point, it is our strategy to con¬ 
tinue to hold the stock for a future sale. Even 
though we have been required by GAAP to 
report significant gains and losses, the only 
value that really counts is the value on the 
date that the stock is sold. 

The year 2001 was not a complete disap¬ 
pointment. We continued to develop and 
grow our subsidiary businesses that are, in¬ 
deed, providing a line of products and ser¬ 
vices that you have asked us to provide. 

As of May 1, 2002, Illinois law opens resi¬ 
dential customer choice to many residents of 
Illinois. Cooperatives are not required to open 
their service territories nor are they required 
to release their members to competition. That 
decision is left to the Board of Directors of 

each electric cooperative. Our Board has not 
decided to release members as of this writing, 
but is continuing to observe the marketplace. 
Those of you who have attended our meetings 
on this subject over the past two years have 
overwhelmingly indicated that you prefer not 
to be subjected to market pricing. The results of 
residential competition in other states have 
shown that there is no interest by other compa¬ 
nies to sell to individual residential consumers 
because there is so little or no profit potential. 
Again, your Board of Directors has not made a 
decision at this time. 

We are implementing a change in the rate 
structures that will take effect on the bills you 
will receive in late May. We have reflected more 
of the fixed costs of operating the cooperative 
in the facilities charges and have introduced a 
corresponding reduction in the per kilowatt- 
hour charges. We will also be reflecting changes 
in the energy charges as a monthly charge or 
credit to the bills. If energy prices go above 2.5c, 
there will be a charge for the amount above that 
level; and if the energy prices go below 2.5y in 
any month, there will be a corresponding credit. 
At an energy charge level of 2.5y per kilowatt- 
hour, all of these changes are revenue neutral 
to the cooperative. However, the reality is that 
during several months of 2001 the energy prices 
were above 2.5y. Please watch for the articles in 
this section of the Illinois Country Living maga¬ 
zine and the Power Lines (bill insert) for more 
details. We will also be holding a series of area 
member meetings in March to discuss this and 
other issues concerning the cooperative. 

The Board is proposing two bylaw amend¬ 
ments this year. One would modify the bylaws 
language that requires members to purchase all 
electricity from the cooperative. That change 
would allow for the potential decision to release 
members. The other amendment simplifies and 
reduces the expenses associated with the direc¬ 
tor candidate nomination process. We encour¬ 
age you to study these proposed amendments, 
attend the annual meeting on March 16th and 
exercise your membership voting right. 

We hope to see you at the meeting. 

25 $100 Cash Awards 
Will Be Given Away! I! 

• Eligibility for $100 CASH 
AWARDS: To be eligible for 
cash awards, you must be reg¬ 
istered for this year’s annual 
meeting by 1:00 p.m. 
You must be present 
to wm. ★ 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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William E Raber was elected to the East¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative Board in 
1977. Prior to the consolidation, he served 
as Chairman of the Board for two years. 
After the consolidation, he served two 
more years as Chairman of the Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative Board of Directors. 
He has also served as a Director of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
In 1991, he received the Professional Di¬ 
rectors Certification from the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 

Raber and his wife, Joyce, live in An¬ 
chor Township on a grain farm. Joyce is a 
registered nurse and has been employed 
by the Gibson City Clinic for the past 33 
years. They have two daughters, Janine 

William P. Raber, Saybrook 
Gerber of Raleigh, North Carolina and 
Karla Carson of Tampa, Florida. The 
Rabers have two granddaughters and one 
grandson. 

Raber is a McLean County Farm Bu¬ 
reau member and served on the board for 
nine years. He has served on the McLean 
County Board of Appeals and was a mem¬ 
ber and past president of the McLean 
County Pork Producers. A member of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Anchor, he has 
served on the church council and as Sun¬ 
day School Superintendent. In 1976, Raber 
was named the Jaycee Outstanding Young 
Farmer of McLean County and 
Pantagraph Young Farmer Winner. 

Donald Reitz, Gilman 

Directorate 
District 2 

William P. Raber, Saybrook 
Directorate District 2 

Donald Reitz, a farmer from Gilman, 
raises purebred Hampshire hogs and sells 
Asgrow and Dekalb seed. 

Reitz was first elected to the Eastern 
Illinois Power Cooperative Board in 1985. 
He has served on the Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative board since consolidation and 
is the Assistant Secretary. In 1989, he re¬ 
ceived the Professional Directors Certifi¬ 
cation from the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

Reitz and his wife, Gloria, have two 
daughters and a son: Gayle Lemenager of 

Loda, Lynne Williams of Marietta, Geor¬ 
gia and Roger Reitz of Gilman. The Reitz’s 
also have seven grandchildren. 

Reitz graduated from Gilman High 
School. Previously, he served as President 
of the Board of Zion United Church of 
Christ. Reitz is a member and past Presi¬ 
dent of the Illinois Hampshire Association, 
the Illinois Spring Barrow Show and the 
Ford-Iroquois Pork Producers. He is also 
an assistant swine superintendent of the 
Iroquois County 4-H Fair. 

Directorate 
District 3 

Donald Reitz, Gilman 
Directorate District 3 

Summary of Proposed Bylaw Amendment 
The Board of Directors has approved two amendments to the cooperative’s bylaws 

and recommends their adoption by the membership. The first proposed amendment is 
summarized as follows: 
(1) It would eliminate term limits for Directors. 
(2) It would eliminate the Nominating Committee. 
(3) It would permit any member to be nominated for the Board of Directors by filing a petition with 

the Secretary signed by 25 or more members. 

(4) It would create a Credentials Committee comprised of five members to be selected by the Board of 
Directors to determine the eligibility of all candidates to serve as Directors. 

The second proposed amendment is summarized as follows: 
(1) It would permit a member to purchase his or her electric energy from sources other than the coopera¬ 

tive but subject to conditions established by the Board of Directors. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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Marion Chesnut, Rossville 
Directorate 
District 6 

Marion Chesnut, Rossville 
Directorate District 6 

Marion Chesnut was elected as a Direc¬ 
tor to the Board of Eastern Illinois Power 
Cooperative in 1985. He has served on the 
Board of Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive since consolidation and is a past Chair¬ 
man of the Board. 

He completed the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association’s Professional 
Directors Training Courses and was certi¬ 
fied in 1988. He also received the Creden- 
tialed Cooperative Director Certificate and 
Board Leadership Certificate from the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation. Since 1992, he has served as the 
cooperative’s representative on the Board 
of Directors of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives and is a past Chair¬ 
man of the AIEC Board. 

Chesnut operates a grain farm and is a 

Jay Hageman, Fairmount 
Southern At 
Large District 

Jay Hageman, Fairmount 
Southern At Large District 

Jay Hageman was elected to the Illini 
Electric Cooperative Board in 1986. After 
the consolidation was completed, he re¬ 
signed from the Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative Board in 1989. It was Hageman’s 
thought that his resignation at that time 
would hasten the streamlining of the EIEC 
Board from 20 Directors down to the 
present 11 Directors. Prior to his resigna¬ 
tion, Hageman completed more than half 
the requirements to receive the Profes¬ 
sional Directors Certification from 
NRECA. 

Hageman, an Ag Economics graduate 
from the University of Illinois, and his wife, 
Tracy, an education graduate from Eastern 

Gary Lulh, Allerton 
Southern At 
Large District 

Gary Luth, Allerton 
Southern At Large District 

Gary Luth has operated a cash grain 
farm in Douglas County since graduating 
from the University of Illinois in 1971 with 
a B.S. in Agriculture Science. In 1984, he 
also completed the two-year Illinois Agri¬ 
culture Leadership Program. 

Luth and his wife Vicki have three chil¬ 
dren: Jennifer 23, Ethan 21 and Emory 15. 
They are members of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Broadlands. 

Currently, Luth serves as a member of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church’s Board of Lay 
Ministry, Secretary of the Shiloh Educa¬ 
tion Foundation, President of Douglas 
County Farm Bureau Board of Directors, 
Vice Chairman of Illinois Farm Develop¬ 

native of the Rossville/Potomac area where 
he resides with his wife, Rita, Quality Of¬ 
fice Manager at Provena Hospital in 
Danville. He is a graduate of Potomac High 
School and attended Illinois State Univer¬ 
sity. The Chesnuts have a son, Todd, who 
is Paralegal and Docketing Supervisor for 
a law firm in Chicago; a daughter, Tara 
Anderson of Hudson, who is a Speech 
Pathologist in the Lexington School Sys¬ 
tem; and two grandchildren, Brandon and 
Rachel Anderson. 

Chesnut is a former member of the Ver¬ 
milion County VOTEC Board, past Presi¬ 
dent of the Potomac School Board, former 
Chairman of the Board at Potomac Church 
of Christ, and former Secretary of the Ver¬ 
milion County FS Board. He is presently 
serving on the Illini FS Board. 

Illinois University, farm in the corner of 
Douglas, Champaign, Vermilion and Edgar 
counties. Their daughter Jenny is a student 
at the Chicago College of Pharmacy. 

Hageman, a Vermilion County Farm 
Bureau member, served on its board for 
six years and is presently its legislative com¬ 
mittee Chairman. He serves on the Sidell 
Township Board of Trustees and enjoys 
serving on two drainage district boards. 
The Hagemans are members of the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Broadlands 
where Jay serves on the board of Lay Min¬ 
istry and has been teaching Sunday School 
classes for 20 years. 

ment Board of Directors, and as a member 
of the Douglas County 911 Board of Di¬ 
rectors. 

Luth formerly served as Chairman of 
the Congregation of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, President of the Illinois Farm 
House Alumni Association and Chairman 
of the Illinois Soybean Check Off Board of 
Directors. He also has served as a member 
of the Board of Directors of: Newman 
Community 303 Board of Education, Illini 
FS Inc., and Cashford Farm Youth Foun¬ 
dation. In 1980, Luth was selected as the 
winner of the Illinois Farm Bureau and 
American Farm Bureau Outstanding Young 
Farmer Award. 
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Nominating Committee selects candidates 
The Nominating Committee 

met at the office of Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative in Paxton on 
November 6, 2001. 

The committee nominated can¬ 
didates for four Eastern Illini di¬ 
rectorships: William P. Raber of 
Saybrook for Directorate District 
2, Donald Reitz of Gilman for Di¬ 
rectorate District 3, Marion 
Chesnut of Rossville for Director¬ 
ate District 6, and Jay A. Hageman 
of Fairmount and Gary Luth of 
Allerton for the Southern At Large 
District. 

In addition, the committee se¬ 
lected candidates in Directorate 
Districts 1, 4 and 8 for the Nomi¬ 
nating Committee election. 

Nominating Committee 
election results 

Tellers from Directorate Districts 1, 4 and 8 counted 
Nominating Committee ballots at the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters in Paxton on January 10, 2002. The ballots were 
mailed to members in those districts on December 7, 
2001. French L. Fraker, Attorney for the cooperative, 
supervised the ballot counting and tallying. 

Bonnie Ball of Dewey, Ruth Lutz of Dewey, Ronald 
Day of Hammond, Shannon Deck of Paxton, James 
Anderson of Donovan and Kay Hoyer of Martinton 
served as tellers. 

A total of 3,618 ballots were mailed to members and 
1,041 were returned, or 29 percent. 

Elected to serve three-year terms on the Nominating 
Committee were: 

District 1 
Member, Wayne Apperson, Foosland 
Alternate, Justin Kneeland, Dewey 

District 4 
Member, Michael Caise, Beaverville 
Alternate, David Munson, Donovan 

District 8 
Member, David Schmidt, Ivesdale 
Alternate, Carl Bialeschki, Tolono 

Sample Ballot 
Election of Directors - 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
March 16,2002 — Paxton, Illinois 

For Director from 
Directorate District 2 □ 

(Vote for one) 

William P. Raber, Saybrook 
(3-Year Term) □ 

For Director from 
Directorate District 3 □ 

(Vote for One) 

Donald Reitz, Gilman 
(3-Year Term) □ 

For Director from 
Directorate District 6 □ 

(Vote for One) 

Marion Chesnut, Rossville 
(3-Year Term) □ 

For Director from 
Southern at Large District □ 

(Vote for One) 

Jay A. Hageman, Fairmount 
(3-Year Term) □ Gary Luth, Allerton 

□ 

(L to R) Back Row: David Schmidt of Ivesdale, Michael Caise of Beaverville, Duane 
Schluter of Penfield, Aaron Knapp of Rankin, and Terry Bose of Anchor. Front Row: 
Richard L. Davis of Longview, Lavon Blasey of Clifton, Carl Bialeschki of Tolono, and 
Wayne F. Apperson of Foosland. 
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Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 
Minutes of 
Fourteenth 
Annual 
Meeting of 
Members 

March 17, 
2001 

The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of Members 
of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative was held in 
the gymnasium of the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High 
School, 700 West Orleans Street, Paxton, Illi¬ 
nois on Saturday, March 17, 2001 at 1:00 p.m. 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman of 
the Board Marion Chesnut who presided and 
acted as Chairman. Glenn R. Anderson, Secre¬ 
tary of the Cooperative, acted as Secretary of the 
meeting and kept the minutes thereof. 

The Chairman announced that the Creden¬ 
tials Committee, consisting of the registration 
staff, had informed him that there were 400 mem¬ 
bers present in person and 2 by proxy and that, 
the attendance being in excess of 200 members, 
as required by the Bylaws, the Chairman an¬ 
nounced that a quorum was in attendance and 
he declared the meeting duly constituted to trans¬ 
act business. 
PRESENTATION OF COLORS 

The presentation of colors was conducted by 
Pack 32 of the Boy Scouts of America, Paxton, 
Illinois, followed by the recitation by the mem¬ 
bership of the Pledge of Allegiance. Following 
this, the members were led in the singing of the 
National Anthem by Director Larry Knox. 
INVOCATION 

Director Robert Bauer delivered the invoca¬ 
tion. 
READING OF NOTICE OF MEETING AND PROOF OF 
MAILING 

Secretary Glenn R. Anderson read the official 
notice of the meeting and the affidavit of mailing 
of said notice. The Chairman directed the Secre¬ 
tary to annex to the minutes of this meeting a 
copy of said notice together with the affidavit of 
mailing. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Thirteenth Annual Meet¬ 
ing of Members held March 11, 2000, as printed 
in the annual report distributed to all members, 
were presented for consideration. Member A. C. 
Wolfe made a motion that the rules be suspended, 
that the reading of the minutes of the 2000 an¬ 
nual meeting of members be waived and that said 
minutes be approved as printed in the official 
annual meeting notice of this meeting. His mo¬ 
tion was seconded by Member Kenneth Lehmann 
and was unanimously carried. 
REPORT OF TREASURER 

Herbert L. Aden, Treasurer of the Coopera¬ 
tive, presented the annual financial reports out¬ 
lining the Cooperative’s financial operations for 
the year 2000. He referred the membership to 
the statement of revenue and expense as printed 
in the annual report which disclosed, among other 
information, that the Cooperative had a total 
operating revenue for the year in the amount of 
$20,650,732, total operating expenses of 
$20,898,093, and a net operating loss of 
$247,361. However, including non-operating 
margins, including revenues from the sale of 
SkyQuest stock, the net margins for the year 
totaled $33,330,888. 

Director Aden also furnished balance sheet 
information as follows: 
Net Utility Plant $41,775,561 
Total Assets 73,175,142 
Long Term Debt 32,810,278 
Total Members’ Equity and Liabilities 73,175,142 
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The Treasurer reported that the Cooperative 
was in sound financial condition and that its 
books and records had been duly audited and 
found to be in satisfactory condition. 

Following his report, Member Marvin Miller 
made a motion that the Treasurer’s report be 
approved as presented. His motion was sec¬ 
onded by Member A. C. Wolfe and was unani¬ 
mously carried. 
INTRODUCTION OF DIRECTORS AND OTHERS 

Chairman Chesnut introduced the 
Cooperative’s President/CEO, Wm. David Cham¬ 
pion, Jr. and its attorney, French L. Fraker. He 
followed by introducing the Directors of the Co¬ 
operative and their wives. 

Vice Chairman Ludwig next introduced spe¬ 
cial guests attending the meeting, including U.S. 
Representative Timothy Johnson who addressed 
the meeting briefly. 
REPORT OF PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD 

Chairman Chesnut and President/CEO Cham¬ 
pion presented a joint report on the operations of 
the Cooperative during the past year. Their report 
included comments and information supplied by 
various employees of the Cooperative and others 
interested in its operations. They reported that 
Soyland Power Cooperative had, in the past year, 
entered into an alliance with Allegheny Electric 
Cooperative forming a new corporation for the 
operation of the generating and transmission fa¬ 
cilities of Soyland known as Continental Coop¬ 
erative Services. This new corporation will provide 
management services for Soyland but Soyland re¬ 
mains the owner of its own assets and will still be 
the wholesale supplier of power to Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative. 

President/CEO Champion discussed the seri¬ 
ous problems in California created by the deregu¬ 
lation of the utility industry. AIEC President Earl 
Struck expressed the opinion that these problems, 
though serious, will not extend to Illinois and 
that, in all probability, we in Illinois will not be 
faced with the same difficulties. In discussing the 
trend toward utility deregulation the Chairman 
pointed out that, thus far, most individuals are 
electing not to change wholesale suppliers. 

Alan Schweighart, Manager of Operations and 
Engineering, briefed members on important op¬ 
erational items. 

President/CEO Champion took the opportu¬ 
nity to discuss various additional businesses which 
the Cooperative has entered into for the purpose 
of providing a variety of services for our members. 
Included among these services is the newly estab¬ 
lished El Bottled Water business and the expan¬ 
sion of IlliCom Telecommunications, Inc. 

President/CEO Champion advised the mem¬ 
bers that the consolidated financial returns showed 
that the Cooperative sustained financial losses last 
year but these were more than offset by the sale of 
SkyQuest and the acquisition of millions of dol¬ 
lars of Pegasus Communications stock. He further 
stated that the Cooperative plans to sell a portion 
of this stock and use the proceeds to pay down a 
part of its corporate debt. This will enhance the 
margins earned by the Cooperative by reducing 
operating costs. The proposal is to liquidate $15 
million worth of Pegasus stock and to sell an addi¬ 
tional $3 million worth, tax free, and use the pro¬ 
ceeds of these sales to pay down a substantial 
portion of the Cooperative’s debt to CFC. 
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REPORT OF ESSAY CONTEST WINNER 
Chairman Chesnut discussed the Cooperative’s essay contest 

and the members were shown a video report from last year’s 
winner. Also, the members heard from Marketing Director, Bob 
Dickey, via a video tape reporting on the Cooperative’s market¬ 
ing program. 
RESIGNATION OF DIRECTOR LARRY KNOX 

The Chairman announced that Director Larry Knox was re¬ 
signing his position on the Board of Directors. He expressed his 
appreciation and that of the Board for Director Knox’s excellent 
services while serving on the Board and presented him with a 
certified copy of the resolution of the Board expressing the grati¬ 
tude of the Board and of the membership for his contributions to 
the cause of rural electrification and to the welfare of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative. 
CONSIDERATION OF BYLAW AMENDMENT 

At the request of the Chairman, Mr. Fraker addressed the 
membership concerning a proposed amendment to the Bylaws. 
He announced that the proposed amendment would create two 
classes of officers, Board Officers and Staff Officers and such 
other Staff Officers as the Board of Directors may deem neces¬ 
sary. He then read to the membership the proposed Bylaw 
Amendment in its entirety and announced that the Board of 
Directors had approved this change and recommended to the 
membership that it adopt the resolution as proposed. There 
were no objections to the Bylaw change as proposed and, there¬ 
after, on motion duly made by Member Gerald Weaver, seconded 
by Member C.W. Gordy and unanimously carried, the following 
resolution was adopted. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Bylaws of Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. shall be amended in the 
following manner: 
1. Amend Section 5.1 of Article V by deleting 
said section in its entirety and substituting in its 
stead the following: 
Section 5.1: Classes, Number and Title. Coopera¬ 
tive officers shall be of two classifications: Board 
Officers and Staff Officers. Board Officers shall be: 
Chairman of the Board, Vice Chairman of the Board, 
Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer and such 
other Board Officers as may be determined by reso¬ 
lution of the Board of Directors from time to time. 
The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be held 
by the same person. 
Staff Officers shall be the President and Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive Officer and such other Staff Officers as the 
Board of Directors may, in its discretion, appoint 
and designate titles therefore. Staff Officers shall 
serve at the pleasure of the Board of Directors. Staff 
Officers, other than the President/CEO of the Co¬ 
operative, shall perform such duties as the Presi¬ 
dent/CEO of the Cooperative shall assign to each 
of them, from time to time. 
2. Amend paragraph 5.2 of Article V by inserting 
the word “Board” in front of the word “officers” so 
that the first sentence of Section 5.2 shall read, in 
part, as follows: 
“The Board Officers of the Cooperative shall be 
elected, by ballot, annually, ...” 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
The Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Member John 

Wilkening, presented the report of that Committee advising that 
it had met and nominated the following candidates for the posi¬ 
tion of Director of the Cooperative: 

Kay Horsch, Dewey, Illinois District 1 
Justin Kneeland, Dewey, Illinois District 1 
Harold M. Loy, Beaverville, Illinois District 4 
Charles D. Day, Jr., Bement, Illinois District 8 
The Committee had also nominated candidates from Dis¬ 

tricts 5, 7 and 9 for the Nominating Committee. The results of 
the Nominating Committee election were announced as follows: 

District 5 Member, John Wilkening, Cissna Park 
Alternate, Aaron Knapp, Rankin 

District 7 Member, Duane Schluter, Penfield 
Alternate, Richard Rademacker, Penfield 

District 9 Member, Richard Davis, Longview 
Alternate, Jimmy R. Wood, Sidney 

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
At the request of the Chairman, the election of Directors was 

conducted by French L. Fraker, attorney for the Cooperative. He 
presented the names of the candidates nominated by the Nomi¬ 
nating Committee and announced the names of the tellers ap¬ 
pointed by the Board of Directors to count and tally the results 
of the election. 

The members thereupon proceeded to mark their ballots which 
were collected by employees of the Cooperative and delivered to 
the inspectors of election who then retired and proceeded to 
count and tally the votes cast in this election. 
STAND AND STRETCH PERIOD 

While the ballots were being counted, the Chairman declared 
a recess to permit the members to stand and stretch for ten 
minutes. 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Director and Assistant Secretary Donald Reitz introduced to 
the audience the members of the “Singing Men of GNN.” This is 
a men’s choir consisting of over 100 voices organized by Good 
News Radio. Its membership includes individuals from all over 
the territory. They perform under the direction of Dr. Barrington 
Coleman, Director of the Varsity Men’s Glee Club at the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois. 

The “Singing Men of GNN” then furnished the membership 
with a choral selection of hymns, spiritual show tunes and other 
choral favorites. Their presentation was enthusiastically received 
and applauded by the audience. 
QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD 

Following the entertainment, the Board conducted a ques¬ 
tion and answer period with questions submitted by members of 
the audience. Chairman Chesnut, Vice Chairman Ludwig and 
President/CEO Champion responded to a number of questions 
submitted by members which included questions concerning the 
deregulation of the utility industry, the availability of fuel cells, 
payment of capital credits and other matters relevant to the 
operation of the Cooperative. 
REPORT OF THE INSPECTORS OF ELECTION 

Mr. Fraker was called on to furnish the report of the Inspec¬ 
tors of Election. He advised that the Inspectors had received the 
ballots cast and counted and tallied the votes and that the fol¬ 
lowing candidates had received the following number of votes: 

Candidate District No. of Votes Received 
Kay Horsch 1 134 
Justin Kneeland 1 61 
Harold M. Loy 4 189 
Charles D. Day, Jr. 8 183 

The Inspectors further reported that the following named candi¬ 
dates, having received the highest number of votes cast for Direc¬ 
tor from their Directorate District had been duly elected as 
Directors of the Cooperative to hold office until the 2004 annual 
meeting of members or until their successors shall have been duly 
elected and qualified: 

Kay Horsch District 1 
Harold M. Loy District 4 
Charles D. Day, Jr. District 8 

OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chairman called for any additional old business to be 

presented. Hearing none, he then asked for any new business. 
None was presented and, therefore, there being no further busi¬ 
ness to come before the meeting, on motion duly made, sec¬ 
onded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned. 
DRAWING FOR PRIZES 

Following the adjournment of the meeting, a drawing for 
prizes was conducted. 

Secretary 

APPROVED: 

Chairman 
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Treasurer's 

Herbert L Aden 
Treasurer 

Where your 
electric dollar 
went in 2001 

Power Cost Ta.Pc 

60.57% .21% 

Depreciation Expenses 

8.41% 21.89% 

EO Interest 

ED Power Cost 

m Depreciation 
I I Operating Expenses 

□ Taxes 

Report 
The enclosed financial information represents the Cooperative’s operation for the 

fiscal year ended December 31, 2001. These reports were taken directly from the 
Cooperative’s books and records which are currently being audited by the auditing firm 
of Kerber, Eck & Braeckel, LLP, Springfield, Illinois. The American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants sets the standards and scope of the audit. 

Interesting information about your cooperative: 

Total value of electric plant  • $ 

2001 

61,883,958 

2000 

$60,526,255 
Total miles of distribution line  4,516 4,510 
Average plant investment per mile  • $ 13,703 $ 13,420 
Average number of members served  13,236 13,213 
Members per mile of line  2.95 2.94 

Plant investment per member served   • $ 4,675 $ 4,581 
Maximum monthly kw demand  43,013 42,382 

Average monthly kwh  1,234 1,194 
Average monthly electric bill per member ... • $ 133 $ 130 
Average monthly revenue per mile of line ... • $ 390 $ 382 
Average ownership equity per member  . $ 1,464 $ 2,569 
General capital credit retirement  • $ - $ - 
Total taxes paid  • $ 943,268 $ 911,520 

Number of co-op owned vehicles  48 51 
Miles traveled by co-op vehicles  662,686 659,195 
Total transportation costs  .. $ 423,929 $ 431,574 
Average cost per mile traveled by 

co-op vehicles  • $ 0.6397 $ 0.6547 

Operating Statistics 2001 2000 1999 

Cost of purchased power  . $ 13,327,502 $ 12,193,931 $ 13,033,157 
Total kwh purchased  . 212,068,364 209,190,948 204,511,200 
Total kwh sold  . 195,923,371 189,327,097 186,109,399 
Average number consumers served  13,236 13,213 13,130 
Average kwh usage per 

1,194 month per consumer  1,234 1,181 
Average cost per kwh to consumers . . $ 0.10786 $ 0.10907 $ 0.11006 

Balance Sheet 
For the years ended December 31 
Assets 2001 2000 

Utility plant 
Cost of electric plant $ 61,883,958 $60,526,255 

Less: accumlated depreciation 19.932,333 18,750,694 

Net utility plant $ 41,951,625 $41,775,561 

Current &. other assets 
Cash-General $ 113,934 $ 187,715 

Investments 17,417,875 27,606,701 

Temporary Cash Investments 50,000 
2,106,364 Accounts receivable, net 2,010,879 

Materials and supplies 472,278 473,936 

Prepaid and other current assets 241,902 156,282 

Other assets 806,500 868,600. 

Total assets $63,064,993 $ 73,175,159 
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Members’ equity and liabilities 2001 2000 
Membership fees & other capital  
Patronage capital  
Operating Margins    
Non-Operating Margins  
Unrealized Gains or (Losses) on Investments  

  $ 261,524 
  17,863,069 
  (757,911) 
  32,671,073 
  (30,661,843) 

$ 248,488 
17,905,188 
(177,367) 

33,244,624 
(17,263,381) 

Long-term debt to CFC     $36,805,884 $ 32,810,278 

Current & other liabilities 
Accounts payable  
Accrued expenses  
Notes payable - line of credit  
Consumers’ deposits & prepayments 
Other non-current liabilities  

Total members’ equity and 
liabilities  

Statement of revenue and expense 
For the years ended December 31 
Operating revenue 

Sale of electricity  
Other electric revenue  
Total operating revenue  

Operating expenses 
Cost of power  
Operations and maintenance expenses  
Consumer accounts expense  
Customer service and information expense  
General office salaries and expenses  
Legal engineering and auditing services  
Insurance expenses  
Administrative and general expense  
Depreciation & amortization expense   
Taxes   
Interest expense   
Total operating expense  
Operating margins (loss) 
Capital Credits  
Net operating margins (loss)  
Non-operating margins (loss)  
Net margins (loss) for the year (loss)   

Cost Components 
0.08000 

0.07000 

■§j 0.06000 

0.05000 

O. 0.04000 

J2 0.03000 

U 0.02000 o 
0.01000 

2001 2000 

$20,925,337 $20,458,312 
207,326 192,420 

$ 21.132.663 $20,650,732 

$ 13,327,502 $ 12,193,931 
2,015,994 1,910,491 

559,826 492,676 
708,060 739,965 
774,000 742,601 

86,937 82,877 
80,923 77,033 

589,427 553,537 
1,850,487 1,792,711 

46,056 46,902 
 1,963,473 2,265,369 
$ 22.002.685 $ 20.898.093 

(870,022) (247,361) 
112.111 69.994 

(757,911) (177,367) 
(396,184) 37,830,553 

$ (1,154,095) $ 37.653.186 

$ 2,045,072 $ 1,414,071 
586,772 700,412 

1,755,466 1,932,087 
227,894 177,241 

2,267.993 2.183.518 

$ 63.064.993 $ 73.175.159 

Year - 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
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London Blue 
London Blue, a trio from Millikin Uni¬ 

versity in Decatur, will provide the enter¬ 
tainment. Participating in the trio are 
members of the Millikin University Choir: 
(L to R) Darrin Thurman of Maquon, Illi¬ 
nois, a junior commercial music major; 
Molly Pufall of Green Bay, Wisconsin, a 
freshman commercial music major; and 
Andrew Bayles of Loda, Illinois, a junior 
vocal performance major. In May, they will 
embark on a 10-day tour of England singing 
in Canterbury, Bath, York Minister, Cam¬ 
bridge and other well-known cathedrals. 

Children’s ID Program 
Robert Bane, Youth Officer 

with the Paxton Police Depart¬ 
ment, will be available to take 
inkless fingerprints and photos of 
your children and establish their 
ID records. 

Attendance gifts 
This year’s attendance gifts are an Eastern Illini “walking stick” yardstick and an 

American Flag lapel pin. 

Childcare 
Childcare will be provided from 12:45 p.m. 

until the end of the business meeting for all 
children ages two and older. 

Anne Newman, Paxton Carnegie Librar¬ 
ian, will entertain the children. 

Lunch 
Chicken, beef, ham, mashed pota¬ 

toes and gravy, green beans, com, cole¬ 
slaw, noodles and cobbler will be 
served from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Bradley J. Ludwig 
(Chairman) 

Fithian 

Harold M. Loy 
(Vice-Chairman) 

Beaverville 

Robert W. Bauer 
( Secretary) 
Cissna Park 

Herbert L. Aden 
(Treasurer) 
Newman 

Donald Reitz 
(Assistant Secretary) 

Gilman 

Charles D. Day, Jr. 
Bement 

Glenn R. Anderson 
Kempton 

Kay Horsch 
Dewey 

Laverl Byers 
Tuscola 

William P. Raber 
Saybrook 

Marion Chesnut 
Rossville 

French L. Fraker 
(Attorney) 
Champaign 

Free blood pressure checks 
$10.00 Cholesterol checks 
$5.00 Diabetes screenino 

The Ford-Iroquois Health Department will be available to check your 
blood pressure free of charge. 

They will also do cholesterol checks for $10.00 and diabetes screening 
for $5.00. If you plan to take advantage of the diabetes screening, please do 
not eat for four hours prior to the screening. 

your connection to powerful 
. .    

solutions 
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Eastern mini Eleclric Cooperative Emoployees 

(L to R Standing) Susan Brown, Customer Services 
Representative; Shannon Deck, Manpower Employee; 

Jeannine Howe, Customer Services Representative; Tricia 
Schroeder, Customer Services Representative; (Seated) 

Mary Foley, Customer Services Supervisor. 

(L to R) Jeannie Kingston, Manager of Administrative 
Services; Glenda Frette, Administrative Assistant. 

(L to R Standing) Brandon Jackson, Manager of Customer & Financial Services; Gayle Ford, Accountant; Cheryl 
Henson, Accountant; Judy Plackett, Accounting Clerk; Stacy Connor, Benefits Administrator; Brian Stagen, 

Accounting Supervisor; (L to R Seated) Angie Mowrer, Accountant; Tami Kuester, Accounting Clerk. 

(L to R Standing) Jan Reiter, Electric System 
Representative; Mike Anderson, Electric System 

Coordinator; Debbie Behrens, Electric System 
Administrative Assistant; (Seated) Alan 

Schweighart, Manager of Operations & Engineering. 

161 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 2002 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO. 



(L to R) Bob Dickey, Manager of Marketing & Economic Development; John Jeffers, Marketing Representative; 
Gary Van Gorden, Key Accounts Representative; Tim Frick, Marketing Representative; 

Pat Gallahue, Marketing Advisor; Mike Wilson, Marketing Coordinator. 

(L to R)Bill Hoffschneider, Engineering Technician/ 
Serviceman; Brad Weisenbarn, Engineering 

Technician. 

(L to R) Norman “Mac” McDonald, Electric System 
Technician; Rusty Snider, Electric System Foreman; 

Mike Bristle, Electric System Technician. 

IlliCom Telecommunications: (L to R Back Row) Chris Johnson, ComputeryTechnical Support Specialist, Tina 
Fleming, Accounting Clerk and E-Commerce Coordinator; Anita Jackson, Customer Services Representative; 

Duane Cox, Technical Coordinator; Kevin Osterbur, Manager; Toby Brown, Technician; (L to R Front Row) Melinda 
Kinney, Customer Services Representative; Kelly Glazik, Customer Services Representative; Julie White, 

Supervisor of Business Development & Customer Service. 
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(L to R Standing) Dennis Kingren, Warehouseman; 
Matt Bachman, Service Technician; Luke Olmstead, 

Service Technician; (Seated) Mike Zalaker, 
Manager of Physical Resources. 

Paxton Line Crew: (L to R) Mike Batte, Apprentice 
Lineman; Steve Moore, Foreman; Keith Bergman, 

Subforeman; Jerry Haile, Journeyman Lineman. 

Pesotum Employees: (L to R Back Row) Matt Eisenmenger, 
Journeyman Lineman; Sean Miller, Apprentice Lineman; 

(L to R Front Row) Doug Elrod, Serviceman; Rod 
Blackburn, Serviceman; Joe Heyen, Line Foreman. 

(L to R) Mark Scheiwe, Paxton Serviceman; John Mount, 
Cropsey Serviceman; Tim Kulow, Paxton Serviceman. 

Paxton Line Crew: (L to R) Terry Riggins, Journeyman 
Lineman; Jeff Blackford, Journeyman Lineman; 

Scott Bayles, Foreman. 

16n ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 2002 

Gilman Employees: (L to R) Cliff Miller, Gilman 
Serviceman; Ken Mutchmore, Apprentice Lineman; Doug 

Vaughn, Foreman; Dan Fleming, Journeyman Lineman. 

Lyle Kofoot, Watseka Serviceman. 



El Schippert WaterCare, Inc.: (L to R) Tracy Scherf, Delivery Person; Jason Honeycutt, Delivery Person; Edgar 
Johnson, Delivery Person; Casey Steiner, Plant/Warehouseman; Chad McCray, Delivery Person; Chris Archer, 
Delivery Person; Kenny Raum, Serviceman/Technician; Dave Geiken, Maintenance/Mechanic; Brandon Sturm, 

Delivery Person; James Rieches, Delivery Person. 
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(L to R) Arnold “Junior” Price, Apprentice Forester; 
Don Gerdes, Forestry and Right-of-Way Specialist. 

El Bottled Water: (L to R) David Lithgow, Manager; 
Brian Ronna, Consumer Account Specialist; Jennifer 

Pitman, Consumer Account Specialist; Bob 
Piechaczek, Quality Control Operator. 

El Schippert WaterCare, Inc.: (L to R) Dennis Smith, Water Consultant and Serviceman; Seiri Schippert, Office 
Supervisor; Kyle Schippert, Water Consultant and Serviceman; Sandi Wyss, Secretary; Kent Schippert, Water 

Consultant and Serviceman; Dave Schippert, Business Manager; Sandi Thompson, Customer Services 
Representative. 



Voluntary and open membership • Voluntary and open membership
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Proxy - 2002 Annual Meeting - Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative 
As a member of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, an Illinois Corporation, I, the undersigned, hereby 

appoint my proxy to vote in my stead at the 2002 Annual 
Meeting of Members to be held at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School, Paxton, Illinois, on March 16, 
2002. This proxy is unlimited as to matters on which it may be voted. 

Date (Signature of Member Giving Proxy) 

Name: 

Address: 

Under the Bylaws, no member may vote as a proxy for more than three members and the presence of a 
member at the meeting revokes a proxy heretofore given. 

Announcing member meetings 
to discuss rate changes 

Eastern Illini invites you to attend an informational meeting explaining the new rate schedules and how you will be 
affected. The meetings listed below will be held at four different locations during the month of March. Each meeting 
will begin at 7:00 p.m. and refreshments will be provided. 

Thursday, March 7 Homer Lake Boathouse, Salt Fork Forest Preserve 

Thursday, March 14 Eastern Illini’s Warehouse, Pesotum 

Tuesday, March 19 Super 8 Motel, Rte 24 West, Watseka 

Tuesday, March 26 Forrest Public Library, 310 West James, Forrest 

9:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Four short seminars will be held 
during the 2002 Annual Meeflng 

“Surfing the Internet” 

“How to Make Your Home More Energy Efficient” 

“In-Home Energy Audit - A New Service from Eastern Illini” 

“The Benefits of Geothermal Heating and Cooling” 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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Restructuring of retail rates approved 
Your cooperative’s board and staff 

have been reviewing the electric sen 

vice charges during the past several 

months to determine if the present 

electric rates, charges and incentive 

programs are adequately and appro¬ 

priately structured to meet the finan¬ 

cial needs of the cooperative. 

Adopted in 1993, your present 

rates were based on a fairly stable 

wholesale energy cost. Last year, this 

cost began to rise on a consistent ba¬ 

sis. After considering several options, 

the board has decided to pass along 

the costs associated with purchasing 

energy when that cost exceeds our 

base level. The board has also decided 

to credit members’ accounts when 

those costs are less than the base level. 

This portion of your bill is called the 

“energy adjustment” and should not 

fluctuate more than 0.450 per kWh. 

Each month, your electric bill con¬ 

tains a “facilities charge.” The “facili¬ 

ties charge” goes toward the general 

upkeep of the electric lines on our 

system and provides the necessary 

infrastructure for safely supplying 

you with reliable electricity. We have 

found that our current “facilities 

charges” are not adequate to cover 

the costs of maintaining our electric 

system. Your Board of Directors has 
addressed this issue by raising your 
facility charge and lowering your 
energy charges. 

The Rate 1 schedule for our common residential rate will change as follows: (We will make similar adjustments in 

other rate schedules.) 

Old Rate Schedule New Rate Schedule 
Facility Charge = $14.00 Facility Charge = $18.70 

First 1,000 kWh = 120 per kWh First 1,000 kWh = 11.40 per kWh 
1,001 to 3,000 kWh = 9.20 per kWh 1,001 to 3,000 kWh = 8.60 per kWh 
Over 3,000 kWh = 7.60 per kWh Over 3,000 kWh = 6.90 per kWh 

What does this mean to you? Here are some cost comparisons for a Rate 1 member featuring our new rate structure 

and assuming an energy adjustment of 0.220 per kWh. 

500 kWh Usage 
Old rate schedule = $74.00 

New rate schedule = $76.80 

1,000 kWh Usage 
Old rate schedule = $134.00 

New rate schedule = $134.90 

1,500 kWh Usage 
Old rate schedule = $180.00 

New rate schedule = $179.00 

The final issue addressed was our 

load management program. The 

present air conditioner credit will 

change from $25.00 per month dur¬ 

ing the four summer months to 

$ 15.00 or $60.00 for the summer sea¬ 

son. The water heater control credit 

will change from $6.00 per month for 

the entire year to $4-00 for each of 

the four summer months, or $16.00. 

These adjustments reflect our current 

costs of electricity during heavy de¬ 

mand periods that typically occur in 

the summer. 

Eastern Illini is very sensitive to 

your needs. These changes in our rate 

structures are designed to ensure that 

the cooperative is collecting adequate 

revenues; but just as importantly, 

they are designed to have the least 

amount of impact on you, our mem- 

ber/owners. While some individual’s 

bills will go up slightly, many other 

members will actually see lower bills. 

These changes will be effective with 

the bills that you receive in late May 

2002. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through 
competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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& Catering in Paxton has grown 

steadily into a large-scale catering 

service and eatery, well-known for 

its exquisite catering and unique 

food display. Owner Bonnie Kaeb, 

an Eastern Illini Electric Coop¬ 

erative (EIEC) member attributes 

her success to a love of cooking, 

the gift to do it well, her husband’s 

encouragement and her faith in 

God.” 

“I enjoy sharing and using my 

gift of cooking,” Bonnie says. Her 

growing business has brought 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ 

Jeannie Kingston, manager of administrative services, center, 
enjoys lunch at the Tea Room with Pat Nelson (left) and Becky 
Burklund (right), both Eastern Illini members. 

APRIL 2002 
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How often does your food 

look as good as it tastes? 

When was the last time 

you ate a meal made from scratch? 

A unique tea room in eastern Il¬ 

linois can make all this, and more, 

possible. 

Since opening in March of 

1995, Country Thyme Tea Room 

Above: Bonnie creates sophisticated set-ups for 
weddings and other formal occasions she 
caters. The bride and groom carved in the 
watermelon is just one of her special touches. 
Left: Bonnie Kaeb shows President/CEO 
Wm. David Champion, Jr. the attractive table 
settings she prepares for her customers. 



Sheyenne, the Tea Room’s “mascot” helps her 
grandmother at the Tea Room, and keeps 
many of the customers entertained. 

about a very busy schedule. “It’s 

hard to say no to people,” she says 

with a smile. 

Country Thyme Tea Room and 

Catering caters for all types of 

functions, from picnics in the 

park, to elegant, sit-down dinners. 

Bonnie is willing to travel 

throughout Illinois and parts of 

Indiana. Box lunches can be or¬ 

dered for seminars or family gath¬ 

erings. Deli trays, with meats, 

cheeses, vegetables, fruits and des¬ 

serts, are also available. Home- 

cooked meals can even be 

delivered to your home for special 

occasions or family dinners. 

Bonnie makes everything from 

scratch because that is the way she 

learned how to cook. Not only 

does her cooking taste great, but 

it’s also presented beautifully. “I 

guess what draws people in is the 

appearance. I really haven’t seen 

anyone do a food arrangement the 

way we do,” she says. An example 

of Bonnie’s creativity is a bride 

and groom carved into a water¬ 

melon for a wedding reception. 

While Bonnie does most of the 

cooking, she also employs 12 

people ranging from high school 

students to at-home moms. 

Though her staff is mainly women, 

Bonnie’s husband is her greatest 

help. “He is my biggest source of 

encouragement. Bonnie’s daugh- 
ter-in-law Shelly and Tyear-old 

granddaughter Sheyenne also 

work with her. “Sheyenne is our 

little mascot. Every now and then 

she’ll put on an apron and follow 

her mom around. The customers 

love her, especially the older la¬ 

dies,” Bonnie says. 

Country Thyme Tea Room 

serves lunch Tuesday through Sat¬ 

urday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 

many EIEC members are regular 

customers. “We have a tremen¬ 

dous repeat clientele. Word of 

mouth has been one of our best 

advertisers,” says 

Bonnie. “We give free 

samples of some of the 

new foods we are try¬ 

ing. We recently gave 

out little cups of a 

fruit soup that went 

over very well.” 

The idea for fruit 

soup came from a na¬ 

tional food show that 

Bonnie attended in 

Chicago. “It was an 

interesting food show 

because all of the in¬ 

ternational foods 

were displayed. I 

know I can’t always 

do that type of food 

here, but I can 

incorporate some 

if it into what we 

currently make,” 

she says. Bonnie 

has found that 

the key to suc¬ 

cess is introducing a new food 

slowly and in small quantities. 

“We give customers a little taste 

and explain what the new food 

is. That way when it appears on 

the menu, they’re ready to try it.” 

Another unique idea used by 

Country Thyme Tea Room is that 

each entree offered at lunch time 

is not repeated for at least 30 days. 

“People can come back several 
times a month and not have the 

same entree,” Bonnie says. A 

popular lunch combination is half 

a sandwich, choice of soup or salad 

and a taste of dessert. Many people 

like that it includes a little bit of 

everything. 

“We have also been doing a lot 

of fax orders lately. Several busi¬ 

nesses and nursing home employ¬ 

ees will fax their orders in the 

morning and pick them up at 11 

a.m. This has been working out 

very well,” says Bonnie. Yet an¬ 

other option is to call in, place a 

lunch order and have it waiting on 

the table when you arrive. “It al¬ 

lows people to have the full hour 

to relax and enjoy their meal. They 

don’t have to waste time ordering 

and waiting on their food,” she 

says. 

Country Thyme Tea Room can 

accommodate evening groups up to 

80 people through reservations. 
Such groups have usually included 

business meetings, employee par¬ 

ties, church seminars, bridal show¬ 

ers and rehearsal dinners. 

Bonnie also welcomes several 

playing card groups that come in 

for lunch and stay through the af¬ 

ternoon. “The players can just 

come in, enjoy their lunch to¬ 

gether, visit and play cards. It’s an 

outing for them and that’s why we 

are here. It’s how we make our cus¬ 

tomers happy,” Bonnie says. 

(kMintry Thyme Tea Room & Catering is located at 124 W. State in Paxfxin, IL New customers are always welcomed 
and reservations are encouraged. Bonnie can be reached at (217) 379-4800or (217) 3794707. 
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Tim Frick becomes home energy rater 
Manager of Marketing & Economic 

Development Bob Dickey (left) pre¬ 
sents Marketing Representative Tim 
Frick (right) with a certificate for com¬ 
pleting the requirements as a Home 
Energy Rater. This certification autho¬ 
rizes Frick to rate the energy efficiency 
of a home and determine if the home 
is eligible for the EPA Energy Star® 
label. The EPA developed Energy 
Star® to promote and identify energy- 
efficient products that reduce gas 
emissions and reduce the demand for 
non-renewable energy sources. 
Homes that receive a high rating can 
qualify for a better interest rate on 
their mortgage. Additionally, the 
homes may use up to 30 percent less 
energy for heating, cooling and water 
heating. 

Visit the ESP Model Home 
Roger Huddleston Homes Prairieview Road, Mahomet 

Stop by the ESP (Energy Savings 
Plus) Model Home at Roger 
Huddleston Homes on Prairieview 
Road in Mahomet and see the latest 
in satellite technology for high-speed 
Internet and home entertainment. 
The ESP Model Home has a geother¬ 
mal system that heats, cools and pro¬ 
vides domestic hot water. Also, check 
out the wireless security system and 
whole house surge protection. 

An Eastern Illini representative will 
be on site every Thursday from 1:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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Visil Eastern lllinl’s Web site at 
www.eiec.org 
The Board Meeting Report is located on 
Eastern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. 

Check out El Bottled Water’s personal¬ 
ized bottled water, IlliCom Telecommu¬ 
nications’ Web site services and El Long 
Distance’s 4.9 cents per minute long dis¬ 

tance rate within Illinois. 

$100 bill credit 
winners 

Thank you for completing the survey that appeared in the Janu¬ 
ary Illinois Country Living magazine, Power Lines bill stuffer and 
on Eastern Illini’s Web site. We received 1,357 surveys. The feed¬ 
back we received was very valuable and we appreciate your many 
suggestions on how to enhance our publications to provide you 
with better information. The winners of the $100 bill credits are: 

Anne Wenger, Fairbury 
Don and Carolyn Larson, Mahomet 

Glen and Edith Reynolds, Gifford 
Lee and Martha Genzel, Buckley 

Wayne and Michelle Brokate, Paxton 



ASTERN IlLINI 
ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

m 

Marion Chesnut, Donald Reitz and 
Wiliam R Raber re-elected: 

Jay Hageman is new board member 
Re-elected to the board of directors of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative at the co-op’s 15th annual meeting 

Saturday were (seated left to right) Marion Chesnut of Rossville, Donald Reitz of Gilman, and William E Raber of 
Sayhrook. Standing with President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. (left) is newly elected board member Jay 
Hageman of Fairmount. Hageman served on Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s board, hut resigned in 1989 to 
help streamline the newly consolidated co-op’s board down from 20 directors to 11. 
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15th annual meeting a success 
Members of Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 

tive learned of new rate restructuring and the 
growth of the co-op’s subsidiary businesses dur¬ 
ing the co-op’s 15th annual meeting held Satur¬ 
day, March 16, at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High 
School in Paxton. 

The membership re-elected three members 
and elected one member to the co-op’s board of 
directors. William P Raber of Saybrook, Donald 
Reitz of Gilman and Marion Chesnut of Rossville 
were re-elected. Jay Hageman of Fairmount was 
elected to the board for the southern at large dis¬ 
trict. Hageman previously served on Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative’s board. He replaces Laverl 
Byers of Tuscola, who retired after serving the 
co-op for 20 years. Bylaw changes were passed 
that will allow members to purchase electric en¬ 
ergy from a different source if the board elects to 
enter the deregulated market. Term limits for the 
board were eliminated and other changes were 
made that will make it easier for members to file 
for nomination to the board. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr., president/CEO, 
addressed the co-op’s recent rate restructuring. 
Last year, the co-op conducted a cost of service 
study and discovered it was not charging an eq¬ 
uitable and adequate facility charge. “We did not 
want to cause undue hardship when raising the 
charge, so we lowered the rate block charges to 
offset the increase in income to the cooperative,” 
said Champion. This means the cooperative will 
not receive any additional revenue from the in¬ 
creased charge, but the cost of providing service 
will be more fairly distributed. Some members’ 
bills will decrease because of this change, and 
some will see a slight increase, depending on the 
amount of electricity used. 

Champion also said a new energy adjustment 
charge will be added to bills, and that charge may 
increase or decrease members’ bills according to 
the month’s average energy cost above a base of 
25 mills. 

Champion informed members that the sub¬ 
sidiary businesses of the co-op are growing. El 
Schippert WaterCare and El Bottled Water have 
both been particularly successful this past year. 
“We are excited about the revenue growth op¬ 
portunities our subsidiaries bring to EIEC. These 
additional revenues are expected to bring profits 

into the organization which will benefit EIEC 
members,” concluded Champion. The new sub¬ 
sidiaries are progressing on three to five year busi¬ 
ness plans toward profitable operation. 

Brad Ludwig of Fithian, chairman of the 
board, talked to members about the new Soyland 

Bradley J. Ludwig, chairman of the board 
(right) recognizes Laverl Byers, retiring 
director, for 20 years of service. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr., president/CEO 
(right) attaches a 60 years of service pin to 
French L. Fraker, Cooperative attorney. 

Members had the opportunity to get their 
blood pressure checked by the Ford-lroquois 
Health Department. 
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with several songs. 

The local Boy Scouts of America presented the 
flags during the meeting. 

Power Cooperative alliance with a Pennsylvania and New Jersey coopera¬ 
tive that formed Continental Cooperative Services. The alliance allows 
the co-ops to pool their resources and helped negotiate a reliable new six- 
year wholesale power supply contract that will keep energy costs virtually 
the same. “This is great news because now we can count on six years of stable 
wholesale rates,” said Ludwig. 

He also explained the reason the co-op’s financials show a net operating 
loss this year. Of the $757,000 loss, $715,000 was used to prepay the co-op’s 
2002 power bill. This payment gives the co-op a head start on the year, makes 
the financials look better, and should stop the co-op’s lender from requiring a 
rate increase to meet debt obligations. “We are predicting some very good 
financial years ahead of us so we did not want to increase the rates tempo¬ 
rarily,” said Ludwig. 

During the meeting French L. 
Fraker, attorney for the cooperative, 
was honored for his 60 years of ser¬ 
vice to the cooperative. 

After the meeting, the board met 
in a reorganizational session and re¬ 
elected Ludwig, chairman; Harold 
Loy of Beaverville, vice chairman; 
Robert Bauer of Cissna Park, secre¬ 
tary; Herbert L. Aden of Newman, 
treasurer, and Donald Reitz of 
Gilman, assistant secretary. 

The Paxton Police Department 
sponsored a children’s ID 
program. 

Members enjoyed a chicken, 
beef and ham lunch again 
this year. 
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Check future Illinois Country Living “Center Sections” for upcoming dates and locations 

Visit Eastern mini’s 
Web site at 

www.eiec.org 
The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern 
Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. Learn more about 
the ESP Model Home, stylish electric fireplaces, 
El Schippert WaterCare’s products and services 
and much much more. 

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is 
to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services 
and products and to enhance the quality of 
life in the under-served rural community. 
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Visit the mobile field office at a location near you 
The Mobile Field Office will provide you with access to Eastern Illini’s services. These 

services include your energy usage history, billing information, rate analysis, loan programs 
and payment options along with various products and services that are available to you. 

May 21-23 Oasis Restaurant 
Route 136 (just north of Penfield) 

The mobile field office will be open 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 
Stop by and see an Eastern Illini representative! Refreshments will be provided! 

Eastern Illini receives safety award 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
recently received a safety honor for 
“best lost-time accident record” dur¬ 
ing the Safety/Supervisory Techni¬ 
cal Conference held in Springfield. 
The conference is sponsored annu¬ 
ally by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC). From 
left are Lyle Kofoot, Eastern Illini’s 
serviceman; Matt Eisenmenger, 
Eastern Illini’s journeyman lineman; 
Dick Dunsworth, president/CEO of 
McDonough Power Cooperative and 
chairman of the AIEC training and 
safety committee; and Alan 
Schweighart, Eastern Illini’s man¬ 
ager of operations and engineering. 



representing Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative met with area 
legislators during the Illinois Electric and 
Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth Day on 
Wednesday, April 17, in Springfield. While 
in the state’s capital, they had an 
opportunity to watch government in action, 
visit the Illinois Supreme Court and tour 
Lincoln’s tomb. Pictured with Senator 
Judith Myers of Danville are, front row from 
left: chaperone Glenda Frette, Leslie Van 
Buren, Roxanne Chow, Sen. Myers, Casey 
Pulley and chaperone Jeannie Kingston. 
Back row from left: Brant Clatterbuck, 

hstone Enenn Cooperative Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative (EIEC) 
will send three area high school students 
on all-expense-paid trips to Washington, 
D. C., June 14-21,2002. Winners of ElEC’s 
“Youth to Washington” tour essay contest 
are Roxanne Chow of Champaign, 
Zachary Spear of Hoopeston and Noah 
Isserman of Urbana. The three students 
were chosen from a group of eight finalists 
at ElEC’s essay dinner on Monday, April 8, 
at the Lakeview Country Club in Loda. In 
addition to winning the Washington trip, 
Chow won a $200 savings bond for having 
the highest score. The other two winners 
of the tour, Spear and Isserman, received 
$100 and $75 savings bonds, respectively. 
The remaining five finalists each won $50 
savings bonds. They are Michael Andrews 
of Alvin, Brant Clatterbuck of Donovan, 

Casey Pulley of Gibson City, Leslie Van Buren of Champaign 
and Constantine Yanneiis of Urbana. Area students submitted 

an essay entitled “Touchstone Energy® - the power of human 
connections: We shine as one.” Back row from 
left: Bradley J. Ludwig, EIEC board chairman, 
Clatterbuck, Van Buren, Andrews, Yanneiis, 
Pulley and Wm. David Champion, Jr., EIEC 
President/CEO. Front row from left: Spear, 
Chow and Isserman. 

Michael Andrews, Noah Isserman, Constantine Yanneiis and Zachary Spear. The day was sponsored by Illinois 
electric and telephone co-ops in an effort to introduce young rural leaders to state government. 
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Eldean Bergman 
explains the 
features on his 
“production 
trailer” to EIEC 
President/CEO 
Wm. David 
Champion, Jr. 

Unique designs 
look like real 
brick or stone 
and can be used 
as sidewalks or 
garden borders. has combined years of product 

testing, complete training for li¬ 

censed dealers, and an efficient 

production trailer together to cre¬ 

ate a successful, thriving business 

that you may want to know a little 

more about. 

Border Magic isn’t really magic, 

but it sure looks like it. Border 

Border Magic, a national com¬ 

pany created, owned and 

operated by Eldean Bergman, was 

recently featured on New Home 
Journal, a television show for 

home builders that airs nationwide 

on the Home and Garden Televi¬ 

sion station (HGTV). Bergman 

edging and sidewalks on 

both residential and com¬ 

mercial sites. It provides 

a continuous grass bar¬ 

rier that is both perma¬ 

nent and exceptionally 

effective. Rather than J 

the harsh, boring look 1 

Magic creates flawless, seamless 
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(continued from 16b) 
of a concrete curb, Border Magic 
uses distinct molds and patterns, 
along with a variety of colorings, 
to create the look of real stone or 
brick. 

Bergman started his business 
nearly 12 years ago. “I used to do 
it just for myself. But then we im¬ 
proved the machine so it would 
get better compaction and could 
do bigger areas,” says Bergman. 
“When I first started, the only 
thing available was the plain, con¬ 
crete miniature curb. We devel¬ 
oped patterns and colorings to 
make it look natural, like brick or 
stone.” 

Bergman says, “At our location, 
we sell and license areas to deal¬ 
ers. I started the licensing process 
about six years ago and I now have 
100 licensed dealers in 40 states. 
These dealers must complete a 
three-day training program to 
learn how to use all of our color¬ 
ing, sealers and concrete additives. 
As a result, all Border Magic jobs 
should be consistent.” 

A unique aspect to Border 
Magic is that it is not a franchise. 
“1 had been in insulation fran¬ 
chises years ago and I really didn’t 
like it because it’s usually geared 
towards the company making 
money. Instead of creating a fran¬ 
chise, we’ve created licensed 
dealerships. We went through 
great pains to ensure we weren’t 
classified as a franchise. 1 don’t take 
any percentage of my dealers’ prof¬ 
its. They pay only a minimum an¬ 
nual fee for their license,” says 
Bergman. 

In exchange for their licensing 
fee, Border Magic dealers save ap¬ 
proximately 30 percent by buying 
their products through the dealer 
network. And Bergman feels this 
can be beneficial to his dealers. 
“These products have been tested 
and they have been proven for 
exceptional performance. We have 
some of the best products on the 
market, making our dealers more 

productive and cost-effective,” he 
says. 

Being a Border Magic dealer is 
much more than buying concrete 
mixes and coloring at a discounted 
price. Bergman has created and de¬ 
veloped what he calls “production 
trailers” to assist in the applica¬ 
tion process. As a result of input 
from several of his dealers, the 
trailer has improved during the 
past several years. “It helps to 
have many different people com¬ 
ing up with many different ideas. 
The network of dealers really helps 
everyone. This trailer enables our 
dealers to get the optimal produc¬ 
tion with little extra effort. That 
makes our dealers more produc¬ 
tive while saving our customers 
money, ” says Bergman. 

Border Magic offers customers 
an unlimited variety of colors and 
patterns. “We can customize a bor¬ 
der to suit any imagination,” says 
Bergman. Border Magic can do 
commercial curbing for parking 
lots, landscape edging, sidewalks 
and limitless other edging and 
curbing needs. With the look of 
real brick or stone, Border Magic 
can add a sophisticated look to 
your home, lawn or garden. 

Border Magic has also taken on 
a new concept in home decoration 
that will take the hassle out of 
your holidays - Lighting Magic™. 

Lighting Magic takes decorating 
for the holidays a step beyond the 
norm. 

Your local Lighting Magic 
dealer will not only design the 
perfect lighting display for your 
home, they will also install it in 
November or early December, re¬ 
move it in January and store it for 
you until the next holiday season. 
And even better, you don’t have 
to spend your weekends on a lad¬ 
der. 

Specialty decorations are also 
available for other occasions, 
whether it be a wedding, the 4th 
of July, or Halloween. All prod¬ 
ucts are the highest quality avail¬ 
able and are professionally 
manufactured and installed. 

Bergman says, “Typically in the 
northern areas, Border Magic deal¬ 
ers are only working nine months 
out of the year. Lighting Magic 
helps to round out the dealers’ 
year. This service is very popular 
and it continues to grow. We think 
it’s going to work out well.” 

If you would like more infor¬ 
mation on Border Magic and 
Lighting Magic or to locate a 
dealer near you, call the corporate 
office at (877) 892-2954 or 
go to their Web sites at 
www.bordermagic.com or 
www.lighting-magic.com. 
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Concern for Community • Concern for Community • Concern for Community • Concern for Community • Concern for Community • Concern for Community 

“ESP” Model Home Open House 
Roger Huddleston Homes 

Prairieview Road, Mahomet 

Register for one of two FREE 
hot air balloon rides 

On June 26 at 6:00 p.m., see a hot air balloon launch featur¬ 
ing President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. and his 

“Starburst” balloon. 

June 26-28 - 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
(refreshments served) 

June 29 - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(refreshments served) 

(Free burgers, chips and drinks from 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 29) 

Seminars will be held each evening and all day Saturday to 
help homeowners with 

all aspects of their home. 

Topics will include: 
Geothermal Heating and Cooling 

Energy Efficiency 
Energy Landscaping 
Home Energy Audits 

Home Theatre Systems 
Steps to consider in building your home 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web site at www.eiec.org 
The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern lllini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. If you have a question, 

need some information or want to voice your opinion, check out the El Help Desk. You can also learn about the 
Advantages of Geothermal Heating and Cooling, the low El Long Distance rates, and much much more. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of 
life in the under-served rural community. 
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Kate Fombelle displays the plaque she received May 14 at the awards ceremony at Atwood- 
Hammond High School. She is pictured with her father Reed, brothers Jack and Will, and her 
mother Joann. 

Kate Fombelle receives 
$1,000 IEC Memorial Scholarship 

Kate Fombelle, the daugh¬ 
ter of Reed and Joann 

Fombelle of Atwood, 
I V is one of four win- 

ners t^s year’s 
Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

erative (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship. She competed 

for the scholarship against 202 other 
entries from across the state. Four 
$1,000 awards are given each year, 
three to sons or daughters of electric 
cooperative members, and one to the 
son or daughter of a cooperative em¬ 
ployee or director. 

Fombelle received her scholar¬ 
ship Tuesday, May 14, at Atwood- 
Hammond High School’s awards 
ceremony. Jeannie Kingston, Man¬ 
ager of Administrative Services for 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 
made the presentation. 

As a student leader, Fombelle has 
been a member of the National 
Honor Society, Scholastic Bowl, 4- 
H, basketball, volleyball, softball, 
track, marching band and pom/ 
dance squad. She also attended the 
4-H National Conference and Illi¬ 
nois Agriculture Youth Institute. 

JULY 2002 ■ 

Additionally, Fombelle received 
the Presidential Scholarship from 
Bradley University, the American 
Legion Scholarship, and the Lead¬ 
ership, Citizenship and Profession¬ 
alism Award from the Illinois Farm 
Bureau. She also was recognized as 
an Illinois State Scholar. 

Fombelle plans to attend Bradley 
University, where she will major in 
finance and minor in political sci¬ 
ence, then continue her education 
to earn a law degree. 
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An all-American family 
M ^ w 

Mike looks on as Chief, a seven 
year old elk, nuzzles Bonnie. 

Mike, Bonnie, Dominic and Megan are 
all big Fighting lllini fans. Here, they 
prepare to go one of the many games 
they attend each year. 

Mestled away in an old wooden 
barn is a gentle, brown giant 

with tremendous eyes and a big wet 
nose. He steadily and carefully turns 
bis bead as you reach out your hand. 
You gently pat his nose as you look 
into his big, brown eyes. You just 
met Chief, a giant elk that is well 
deserving of his name. 

Chief is one of the many won¬ 
drous animals found on the 
Specchio farm. He shares his happy 
home with other elk, antelope, deer, 
swans, chickens, ducks, rabbits, cats 
and dogs, to name just a few. What 
once started as a hobby has become 
a full-time job. 

Mike and Bonnie Specchio 
started their farm full of animals 
with the usual suspects. They first 
had a goat, a pig, some chickens and 
a cow. Because Mike grew up on a 
chicken farm, he has always loved 
animals. He even had a small hobby 
farm when the couple first met. 
When they were married, they de¬ 
cided to live in the country and have 
animals on their farm. They never 

imagined, however, they would have 
this many. 

“We started getting our exotic 
animals from auctions and out of 
magazines,” Bonnie says. “But we 
find now that people tend to just 
bring us the animals. We had a friend 
in the past that would come up in 
the middle of the night, unload an 
animal from his car, and put it in our 
bam. He’d go to auctions and then 
just bring the animals out here. We’d 
never know if we’d wake up in the 
morning and have a new animal.” 

New animals bring new learning 
experiences. The Specchios have en¬ 
countered difficult situations when an 
animal is ill. However, Mike believes 
that nature’s instincts take over dur¬ 
ing these arduous times. Mike is a big 
proponent of letting the animal find 
what it needs. He says, “When I have 
a sick animal, I try to get them out in 
the open fields. They’ll often find the 
minerals they need by licking rocks. I 
know that’s what they do in the wild, 
so I like to get them out where they 
can find what they need.” 

The Specchios have also learned 
that their animals can be instrumen¬ 
tal in the education of others. Bonnie 
volunteered her time for years at St. 
Malachy school. She’d go into the kin¬ 
dergarten and first grade classrooms 
once a week, taking along a photo of 
a different animal each time. Bonnie 
would tell the children about the ani¬ 
mal, such as what his name was, what 
he liked to eat, where the Specchios 
got him, how old he was, and other 
interesting facts. Throughout the year, 
the children created a poster with all 
of the pictures on it. 

At the end of the school year, the 
children would come out to the 
Specchio farm for a field trip. 
They’d take a tour of all the bams 
and meet the animals they spent so 
much time learning about. “It al¬ 
ways works out really well,” says 
Bonnie. “By the time they visit me, 
they know all of the animals’ names. 
The kids get really excited about it. 
I take them around and we feed the 
animals bread and treats. Then I 
take them into the bam and we ail 
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sit on the floor to have cookies and 
lemonade.” 

With two children of their own, 
Dominic and Megan, the Specchios 
understand the importance of both 
public and private education. The 
couple worked for years behind the 
scenes during the formation of St. 
Thomas More High School in 
Champaign. The school opened in the 
fall of 2000, but it wasn’t an easy task. 

“It took about seven years from the 
time we were first involved for it to 
become a reality,” says Mike. “The 
bishop gave us three requirements to 
fulfill before he would even consider 
allowing us to open a new Catholic 
high school. The requirements were 
that an outside party had to conduct 
a feasibility study to prove there was 
enough interest, we had to have a 
minimum of 40 acres paid for and 
contributed for the school to occupy, 
and we had to have a $2 million en¬ 
dowment. For the first three or four 
years, we didn’t get much done. It felt 
like we were meeting with ourselves.” 

Bonnie says, “For a long time, we 
didn’t think it was going to happen, 
but we kept at it. We’ve actually al¬ 
ready closed our 2002-2003 freshman 
class and there’s a waiting list. This 
will only be our third year of opera¬ 
tion so we are really pleased. We also 
have a full sports program, 11 sports 
in all. And this year will be the first 
year we have varsity sports because 
we will have a junior class.” 

The Specchios were very generous 
with their time and money, but they 
are committed to all forms of educa¬ 
tion too. They have a charitable foun¬ 
dation in their name, and their charter 
is for education and conservation. 
Mike spends time planting trees and 
participating in other conservation 
work. The family estimates they plant 
nearly 15,000 trees every year, and 
Mike enjoys building lakes and ponds. 

The couple also enjoys restoring 
old bams. If a dilapidating bam is 
still standing on a property they pur¬ 
chase, they will make all efforts to 
restore it. When they recently built 
a new barn on their current property, 

Bonnie feeds two of their deer, Mr. Clark and Sleepy. 

they decided to build a traditional 
wooden bam rather than putting up 
an aluminum bam. 

“We think the bams are really 
cool,” Bonnie says. “We love old 
things. When we built the new 
wooden bam on our property, we ac¬ 
tually had people coming up and tak¬ 
ing pictures of it. Nobody builds 
wooden bams anymore. 

“Mike loves to build and create 
things. He always has a project go¬ 
ing,” she says. Mike’s projects usually 
involve doing what he loves best, 

spending time in the woods. When 
Bonnie doesn’t have any volunteer¬ 
ing projects going, she makes intricate 
quilts for others. 

As a family, the Specchios spend a 
great deal of time caring for their va¬ 
riety of animals, while making time 
for volunteering, education and of 

course, each other. The Specchios are 
an outstanding example of an all- 
American family. They are kind, car¬ 
ing and giving. Let us all follow in their 
footsteps and find a way to give back 
to our community. 
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The 
Specchios 

swans, 
Mr. and Mrs. 

Herb, 
recently 

welcomed 
twins to their 

family. 

McCloud, a white 
deer, is just one of 
the many species of 
deer the Specchios 
care for. 
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Come see us at the 
Iroquois County Fair 

July 17-23 at 
Crescent City 

Stop by and see us at the Iroquois County Fair. Eastern Illini’s ex¬ 
hibit will be located in the west end of the commercial building. You 
can talk to our marketing representatives and learn more about our 
products and services. And don’t forget to register for the door prizes. 

Eastern Ulini is also sponsoring the Live Line Demo that will be 
held July 20th and 21st. It is an electrical safety demo that demonstrates 
live contact with 7,200 volts and will educate you on how to protect 
yourself or someone else from injury or death. 

Visit 
Eastern 
Illini’s 

Web site at 
www.eiec.org 
The Board Meeting Report is lo¬ 
cated on Eastern Illini’s Web site 
at www.eiec.org. While there, 
learn more about Eastern Illini’s 
loan program, El Schippert Wa¬ 
ter Care’s products and services, 
IlliCom Telecommunication’s 
Web site services and much 
much more. 

Sign up for 
El Long 

Distance 
ALL LONG DISTANCE 

CALLS WITHIN ILLINOIS 
ARE ONLY 4.9 CENTS 

PER MINUTE! 

Call Eastern Illini for details 
And ask for Marketing 

(800-824-5102) 

a potential surge 
before it ruins 
your electric 
appliances 

Lease an El Home Surge Protection 
System today for only $10 per month 
(Purchase options are also available) 

The El Home Surge Protection “Home Guard” prevents 
external, high voltage spikes and surges from entering your 
home. The Home Guard is placed at the electrical service 
entrance directly between the power coming to your home 
and your meter; the best place for home surge protection. 

Call (800) 824-5102 for complete details about El Home 
Surge Protection. 

r 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of 

j life in the under-served rural community. 
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Students visit Washington, D.C. 

Pictured above are (l-r): Brant Clatterbuck, Roxanne Chow, 
Congressman Tim Johnson, Noah Isserman, Casey Pulley 
and Zachary Spear. 

Five area youths spent the week 
of June 14-21 exploring Washington 
D.C. The students met with Illinois 
congressional leaders and learned 
about their government during the 
annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour. This event, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives 
of Illinois, began in the late 1950s 
to introduce rural youths to our 
democratic form of government and 
cooperatives. The theme of the 
2002 Youth Tour was “Volunteers 
in Action.” 

Roxanne Chow of Champaign, 
Brant Clatterbuck of Donovan, 
Noah Isserman of Urbana, Casey 
Pulley of Gibson 

City and Zachary Spear of 
Hoopeston represented Eastern 

Illini Electric Cooperative. 
They met with Congress¬ 

man Tim Johnson on 
Capitol Hill and were 
among 57 rural Illi¬ 
nois youth leaders. 
In addition to the 
Capitol, students 
also visited the 
White House, Ar¬ 
lington National 
Cemetery, the Na¬ 

tional Cathedral, 
the Smithsonian 

Museums, George 

Washington’s home, the U.S. Holo¬ 
caust Memorial Museum and a num¬ 
ber of other historical sites. 

In addition to taking in the sights 
and sounds of the nation’s capitol, 
all the state groups convened for 
Rural Electric Youth Day to learn 
from public figures and other inspi¬ 
rational speakers. This year’s Youth 
Day agenda included a survivor of 
the September 11 attack on the Pen¬ 
tagon, Lieutenant Colonel Brian 
Birdwell, who described his harrow¬ 
ing experience and miraculous sur¬ 
vival. Birdwell touched on the 
importance of selfless service and ac¬ 
cepting life’s responsibilities. 
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him heal. From left are Susan, Dylan, Keith, Devin and Jessie. 

putation, the limb would not have 
been functional. 

Nearly four months after the ac¬ 
cident, Bergman, his wife, and their 
three children, Devin, Dylan and 
Jessie continue to heal. Bergman’s 
story was covered in several newspa¬ 
pers and proved to be inspirational 
to the community because of his de¬ 
termination to overcome the loss of 
his lower leg. From the beginning, he 
has looked forward to getting back 
to work as a lineman. Along with his 
perseverance to get back to work, 
Bergman found support for his deci¬ 
sion coming in many forms. 

“Keith also had an awful lot of 
support that he didn’t know about,” 
says Wm. David Champion, Jr., 
President/CEO of Eastern Illini Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative. Susan kept a diary 
while her husband was in the hospi¬ 
tal because she suspected that “he 
would know nothing about what had 
happened to him, or all the people 

Keith Bergman of Paxton says he 
looks forward to “normality.” As 
ihe continues to recover from a 

tragic, life startling accident on Feb¬ 
ruary 26th of this year, Bergman and 
his family have found that life has 
been surprisingly extraordinary. 

Bergman and his work partner 

Jeff Blackford, both linemen for the 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 
had been helping a distressed driver 
whose car was stuck in the ditch on 
Illinois 9 just east of Paxton on a 
wintry night. A moving vehicle lost 

control on the east side and struck 
Bergman. “Jeff did wonderfully. He 
did just what he is trained to do 
when there is an accident. We’re just 
very thankful he was there with 
Keith,” says Bergman’s wife Susan. 

The impact of the accident broke 
Bergman’s left leg and shattered his 
right leg. After going through severe 
trauma, he suffered from acute res¬ 
piratory distress syndrome, a condi¬ 
tion where the lungs try to filter out 
toxins that are traveling through the 
body. He also experienced fat em¬ 
bolism syndrome, where his lungs 
were full of fat emboli. The condi¬ 
tion can occur when the bones are 
crushed. Bergman woke up after 
three weeks in the ICU. It was then 
that the doctors suggested that the 
lower half of his right leg be ampu¬ 
tated. The decision was very hard 
but the procedure would give him 
90 to 100 percent normal function 
with a prosthesis. Without the am¬ 
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checks up on Keith’s progress and offers support. From 
left are Champion, Susan and Keith. 

that had been there to see him. When 
I started making a list of all the visi¬ 
tors he had, it was huge.” 

Family, friends and co-workers 
showed kindness and concern by 
helping out the Bergman family. 
Susan’s father, Bill Beard, drove her 
back and forth from Paxton to Carle 
Foundation Hospital in Urbana 
while her mother, Kenna Beard, 
moved into the Bergman house to 
watch the children. “Some of the 
other linemen, employees at the co¬ 
op and even a few of the wives 
helped me travel back and forth. 
Nobody wanted me to drive,” Su¬ 
san admits, “I was tired.” She was 
at the hospital every day with her 
husband to assure that everything 
was done in his best interest. Cham¬ 
pion describes Susan as “another set 
of eyes to protect him.” 

Just as Susan watched over her 
husband, citizens from all over the 
state felt compelled to show their con¬ 
cern. Since Bergman has come home 
to begin the recovery process, the re¬ 
sponses and encouragement have not 
ceased. “I just got a phone call last 
night from a lady in Weldon concern¬ 
ing the article in the Pantagraph. She 
had lost her leg to diabetes.” Friendly 
strangers continue to contact Bergman 
to share their stories and commend 
him for his determination. Bergman 
has heard from a Vietnam Veteran 
who lost his leg in the war. He also 
received a letter from a woman in 
Bloomington whose husband became 
a double amputee back in the 1930s. 
“It was such a nice letter because she 
started it off with ‘You can do it,’” says 
Susan, “It was really inspirational.” 

Bergman recently had the hard¬ 
ware in his left leg removed because it 
was causing an infection, which pre¬ 
vented the bone from continuing to 
heal. Bergman is presently fighting the 
infection and wearing an IV and case 
containing antibiotics. “I’ll be glad to 
get rid of it. It’s my little buddy,” says 
Bergman. The positive attitude and 
the will to heal continue in the 
Bergman family. “Everyday, as long as 
I can be up doing something, it gets 
easier. It’s just a matter of time,” says 
Bergman. When asked about his 

present intentions of going back to 
work as a lineman, Bergman replies, 
“I don’t see why I can’t.” 

Bergman looks forward to doing 
yard work, hunting and going on a fish¬ 
ing trip to Canada for a week. Most of 
all, Bergman wants to attend his 
children’s activities more. “I’d say that’s 
probably the hardest thing he’s going 
through right now. He misses not go¬ 
ing to things for the kids,” says Susan. 

As all the support and kindness 
continues, Bergman looks forward 

to recovery and the normal life. Hav¬ 
ing survived such a traumatic acci¬ 
dent Bergman has not lost sense of 
who he is whether it be a father, a 
husband, a lineman or a helping 
hand. “I’d still do the same thing 
again,” says Bergman. The 
Bergman’s feel that human service 
is part of the job as a lineman. “It’s just 
a part of good people,” says Susan. 
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Check out the 
advantages of a 

geothermal system 

• Most efficient system for heating, 
cooling & domestic hot water 

• High comfort level 
• Easy control 
• Low maintenance 
• Completely safe 
• Superior humidity control 
• No unsightly outdoor equipment 
• Increased property value 
• Environmentally friendly 
• Proven track record 
• Qualifies for Eastern mini’s residential 

electric heat rate 

You can heat and cool your home inexpensively, 
cleanly, efficiently and safely with the incredible geo¬ 
thermal system. It also provides domestic hot water 
and is good for the environment. Furthermore, it 
produces no flames and no carbon monoxide. 

Warmth naturally stored within the soil is drawn 
into your home in the winter and the process is re¬ 
versed to cool it in the summer. With a flick of a 
switch on the indoor thermostat, the system changes 
from a heating to a cooling mode. The system pro¬ 
duces four times more energy than it uses and you 
could save 40 to 70 percent or more on your 
monthly heating bills. 

By installing a geothermal system, you can take ad¬ 
vantage of Eastern Illini’s 4-cent electric heat rate and 
control your future energy costs. 

To finance a geothermal system in a new or exist¬ 
ing home, you can apply for a 7.5 percent Eastern 
Illini loan. If you qualify, you can have the payments 
added to your monthly electric bill. 

Purchase a new 
electric water 

heater and receive 
a $75.00 rebate! 

Purchase a new electric water heater, install it in 
your home and you can earn a $75.00 rebate. 

To be eligible for the rebate, you must meet the 
following criteria: 

1. Install a 240-volt electric water heater with a 
30'gallon minimum capacity. 

2. Install the water heater in a residential account 
served by Eastern Illini. 

3. The water heater may he purchased from any 
supplier. 

You must also submit the following four items: 

1. A copy of the water heater invoice. 

2. The water heater’s serial and 
model numbers. ^p||r^V 

3. Brand of water heater. # 

4. The account number where the \ 
water heater was installed. 

For additional information on the $75.00 
water heater rebate program, 

contact the marketing department at 

(800) 824-5102. 

Visit Eastern Illini’s 
Web site at 

www.eiec.org 
The Board Meeting Report is located on East¬ 
ern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. Learn 
about El Home Surge Protection, El Long 
Distance Rates, El Bottled Water and much, 
much more. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value 
through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under¬ 
served rural community. 
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Experience 
the elegance, warmth 

and charm of an 

electric fireplace 

Eastern Mini members 
can purchase an 

electric fireplace for 

$999 to $1,999 

• Patented Electraflame® technology lets you adjust the flame action and brightness to suit the 

moment. 

• Authentic wood fire flame effect creates the look and feel of a real wood fire. 

• No chimney or venting required. Installations are easy and usually take less than an hour. 

• Plugs into a standard wall receptacle offering instant fireplace ambiance for any room. 

• Separate controls allow you to operate the flame with or without heat. 

• Built-in thermostat controls room temperature. 

• Clean, safe and efficient. No open flame, operates for about $5 per month. 

Order your new electric fireplace today 
Call (800) 824-5102 and ask for marketing 
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Energy Independence Day Expo 
and Open House 

celebrated a different kind of freedom 
In cooperation with the Illinois Department of 

Commerce and Community Affairs (DCCA), East¬ 

ern Illini Electric Cooperative and Roger Huddleston 

Homes in Mahomet hosted the “Energy Indepen¬ 

dence Day Expo and Open House” on Saturday, June 

29, to demonstrate energy efficient applications for 

homeowners. 

“Independence Day is all about patriotism and 

taking stock of our blessings as a free country,” said 

Bob Dickey, Manager of Marketing and Economic 

Development for Eastern Illini. “Helping ourselves 

to be energy self-sufficient is about the most patri¬ 

otic thing an individual can do.” 

Eastern Illini and Roger Huddleston Homes 

formed an alliance to demonstrate the value of en¬ 

ergy efficiency. Huddleston built a 2,000-plus square 

foot, two-story, Cape Cod home, and Eastern Illini 

filled it with energy efficiency applications and new 

high-tech home technologies. “The ESP Model 

Home, named for Eastern Illini’s Energy Savings Plus 

program, encompasses three technology areas people 

want,” said Dickey. “Num¬ 

ber one is energy effi¬ 

ciency or energy 

solutions. Number two 

is telecommunication 
solutions and three is 

water quality solu¬ 

tions.” 

“The pursuit of en¬ 

ergy efficiency has the 

greatest, most immediate 

impact we can have on 

terrorism in this world. 

We know that we need to 

be less dependent on for¬ 

eign oil. Here are some 

ways we can each contrib¬ 

ute to that end while decreasing our personal energy 

expenses,” said Roger Huddleston, President of Roger 

Huddleston Homes. 

The ESP Model Home features a geothermal heat 

pump and wet-blown cellulose insulation for energy 

efficiency,” Dickey explains. “Geothermal systems use 

the earth’s natural thermal energy to condition in¬ 

door space and they are up to 300 percent more effi¬ 

cient than a conventional furnace or central air 

conditioning system.” The ESP Model Home also 

demonstrates other new home technologies that East¬ 

ern Illini and its subsidiaries provide such as whole- 
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house surge 

protection, 

security ser¬ 

vices, water 

treatment and bottled water, long distance 

services, wireless high-speed Internet and 

satellite TV service. 

Informational briefings on 

energy efficiency, energy sav¬ 

ings, insulation, geothermal heat¬ 

ing and cooling, energy audits, 
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“five stars.” This means that the ESP Model Home 

uses 30 percent less energy than a “four-star” home 

and about 55 percent less energy than the average 

home. 

The Illinois DCCA Energy Office promotes the 

efficient use of Illinois’ energy resources by demon¬ 

strating energy technologies and identifying innova¬ 

tive ways to finance energy improvements to reduce 

residential energy costs. For more information about 

the “Energy Wise Home Program,” you can contact 

John Marley at (217) 785-2007. 

You can visit the ESP Model Home Monday 

through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and on 

Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you stop by 

the ESP Model Home on a Thursday between 1:00 

p.m. and 5:00 p.m., Eastern Mini representatives will 

be available to answer your questions. 

landscaping and custom home theatre design were 

conducted during the event. 

The individuals who attended the open house re¬ 

ceived a coupon for DCCA’s free Energy Efficiency 

Kit to introduce consumers to energy savings within 

their homes. Belinda Childs of Rantoul and Mark Hall 

of Roberts also won free hot air balloon rides that 

were donated by Eastern Mini’s President/CEO Wm. 

David Champion, Jr. 

John Marley, DCCA’s Administrator of the “En¬ 

ergy Wise Homes of Illinois” program, has been work¬ 

ing closely with Eastern Mini and Roger Huddleston 

Homes for the past several months. Together they are 

trying to increase awareness of the Energy Wise 

Homes’ Home Energy Rating System (HERS). 

“The idea behind the program is you can have a 

standardized scale for rating homes equivalent to 

gas mileage ratings on cars,” says Marley. “This 

rating system can help builders, homeowners and 

lenders determine the annual energy cost for 

a new or existing home and prioritize 

energy improvements. 

“Everyone needs to look at the total cost 

of owning a home, including energy, not just 

principal, interest and taxes,” Marley added, pr 
“If the homeowner saves $100 on energy each 

month, that amount can go towards house payments 

and they can qualify for more home.” According to 

Marley, a rating of 80, the threshold of energy effi¬ 

ciency, merits “four stars” in the Energy Wise Pro¬ 

gram. The ESP Model Home is rated at 86 or 
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Eastern Mini makes long 
term care insurance 

available 

Did you know your chance of needing 
long term care is 1 in 2?1 

Are you thinking about the long term 
care needs of you and your family? 

• Protect your assets - This year 9 million Americans will 

need long term care services at an average cost of nearly 

$55,750 per year.2 Do the assets you have set aside for your 

retirement include a provision for long term care? 

• Preserve your lifestyle - Long term care insurance can 

help you enjoy your retirement, protect your standard of liv¬ 

ing and preserve your plans for retirement. 

EIEC is proud to introduce 
a special offer 

• No physical examination • Up to 50% discount for 
spouse 

• Fully portable coverage • Co'Op member discount 
15% to age 64; 10% dis- 
count at age 65 and older 

For more information, 
call (888) 225-7929 

1 Health Insurance Association of America, 1995 
2 Long Term Care National Advisory Council, 2000 
Coverage provided by Policy Series MM-200-P underwritten by Mas¬ 
sachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, MA. Ben¬ 
efits may vary by state. 

Visit 
Eastern 

Mini’s Web 
site at 

wwweie&org 
The Board Meeting Re¬ 

port is located on Eastern 

Illini’s Web site at 

www.eiec.org. 

If you have a question, 

need some information or 

want to voice your opinion, 

visit the El Help Desk. You 

may also want to take ad¬ 

vantage of Online Meter 

Reading. Just enter your 

meter reading on our Web 

page and send it to us. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 
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Credentials Committee selected 
Nominating petitions for the March 15, 2003, 

director election will be available December 16, 2002 

Terry Bose of Anchor, Michael 
Caise of Beaverville, John 
Wilkening of Cissna Park, David 
Schmidt of Ivesdale and Richard 
Davis of Longview have been ap¬ 
pointed by the board of directors to 
a serve a one-year term on the Cre¬ 
dentials Committee. The Creden¬ 
tials Committee will meet at the 
cooperative’s headquarters on Janu¬ 
ary 30 to review the qualifications 
of all candidates who file nominat¬ 
ing petitions to determine their eli¬ 
gibility to serve as directors of the 
cooperative. 

Directors in directorate districts 
5,7,9 and the northern at large dis¬ 
trict will be elected at the March 
15, 2003, annual meeting. Incum¬ 
bent directors Robert Bauer of 
Cissna Park, district 5; Bradley J. 
Ludwig of Fithian, district 7; 
Herbert L. Aden of Newman, dis¬ 
trict 9; and Glenn R. Anderson of 
Kempton, northern at large district, 
have indicated that they will seek 
re-election. 

Nominating petitions can be 

picked up at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, 
December 16, 2002, at Eastern 
Mini Electric Cooperative, 330 W. 
Ottawa, Paxton. Each member who 
desires to be elected to the board 
of directors must have a petition 
signed by not less than 25 members 
of the cooperative and it must be 
filed at the cooperative’s headquar¬ 
ters in Paxton no later than 5:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, January 29, 
2003. 

The nominating process is con¬ 
ducted in accordance with the fol¬ 
lowing provision of the 
cooperative’s bylaws: 

Article III 
Section 3.5: Nominations: 

“Any member of the cooperative 
in good standing who desires to 
be elected to its Board of Direc' 
tors may be nominated by petition 
signed by not less than twenty'five 
(25) members and filed with the 
Secretary of the Cooperative not 
less than forty-five (45) days prior 

to the annual meeting of mem¬ 
bers. Nominations from the floor 
shall not be permitted. The Sec¬ 
retary of the Cooperative shall 
cause to be prepared and posted 
at the principal office of the Co¬ 
operative at least thirty (30) days 
before the annual meeting, a list 
of the nominations for Directors 
thus filed with him or her. 

“A specimen ballot marked “Bal¬ 
lot for Directors” containing the 
names and addresses of all nomi¬ 
nees listed in the order determined 
by lot conducted by the Board of 
Directors of the Cooperative shall 
be printed in or mailed with the 
notice of the meeting. The Secre¬ 
tary shall also have printed in or 
mailed with the said notice of the 
meeting or separately not less 
than ten (10) days prior to said 
annual meeting, a statement of 
the number of directors to be 
elected and the district from 
which they are to be elected.” 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 
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Sonnie Bauer (left) greets EIEC President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. to her shop. 

Get the best for less 
Rental shop in Cissna Park offers convenient wedding decorations 

After an official engagement, a 

future bride begins to envision what 

her wedding might look like. From 

this point on, decisions must be 

made such as date, location and color 

coordinates. Perhaps the flowers will 

need to match with the bridesmaids. 

Or maybe the centerpieces at the 

reception will illuminate each table 

by candlelight. Trying to fit every 

desired detail into one day of memo¬ 

rable events can be a hectic process. 

Party and Wedding Rentals in Cissna 

Park is a business designed to create 

an impressive wedding environment 

while taking some additional stress 

off the bride and the checkbook. 

Included with your service is per¬ 

sonal attention and customer appre¬ 

ciation with a smile. That smile is 

on the face of Sonnie Bauer who has 

enjoyed running her business since 

April of 2001. “I have the freedom 

to do everything I like to do,” she 

says. The house in which her busi¬ 

ness resides is decorated with some 

of the items she rents out, including 

a Florentine archway, which she de¬ 
signed and one of her sons built. The 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

displays are enough to excite any 

bride about getting ready for the big 

day. The dining room contains a 

quaint stencil painted picnic table in 

which Bauer hosts her customers to 

a cup of coffee and one-on-one con¬ 

versation about what they desire for 

the perfect occasion. “This environ¬ 

ment is interesting because the home 

is very personal,” says Bauer. 

A bride and groom can expect a 

pleasant environment and favorable 

prices. Renting centerpieces spares 

the chore of having to make them 

individually and then finding room 

to store them. Cake and head table 

decorations can often be costly when 

purchased, but renting the beautiful 

decorations that Bauer has to offer 

gives the option to include elegance 

that’s preferable to the budget. 

Bauer’s business is not about com¬ 

petition but rather about her creative 

ability, which she is able to share 

with others. With her friendly dis¬ 

position and kind nature she knows 

how to pay attention to what her 

customers are looking for. She knows 

this is one of the keys to running a 

■ OCTOBER 2002 

successful business. “There’s one 

thing I learned in this business, 

people like to have something dif¬ 

ferent. They are tired of the old stuff 

and tired of weddings always being 

the same,” says Bauer. “This whole 

last year was about seeing what the 

people want.” 

In the ‘70s and ‘80s, Bauer owned 

and operated the Cissna Park Flower 

Shop. After 11 years, Bauer decided 

to sell the shop when her youngest 

son, Eric, was in a coma for six 

months as the result of a car wreck. 

The accident caused him permanent 

disabilities. Eric spent a year and a 

half in the hospital while Bauer 

stayed by his side. 

In the years of Eric’s recovery, 

Bauer decided to go back to work 

part-time for the new owner at the 

Cissna Park Flower Shop. After an¬ 

other 11 years, Bauer found herself 

drawn toward running a business 

once again. “It was time for a change. 

Besides, I love a challenge,” says 

Bauer. Taking on that challenge has 

brought success to Party and Wed¬ 

ding Rentals where the motto is “Get 



more for less and get the best.” 

Candelabras, silk floral designs, 

centerpieces and arches are among 

the many products that Bauer rents 

out. One of the most unique items 

she has to offer is a lovely artificial 

cake, which is popularly rented while 

sheet cake is served to guests. “Cakes 

are so expensive. Sometimes the 

cake isn’t such a big thing. So we rent 

this artificial cake,” says Bauer. 

Keeping up with what’s in style is 

something Bauer does well. “You 

never stop learning. I love to go to 

shows and see what’s new, what’s out 

and who’s doing what.” Bauer also 

makes special order decorations to 

help wedding dreams come true. She 

has reserved a room in the house as 

a workshop where she can create new 

ideas and, by doing this, she gives her 

customers even more options. Being 

this business savvy about customer 

needs, it’s no wonder her business is 

blooming. 

Party and Wedding Rentals is 

open, by appointment, Wednesday 

through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 

Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. It 

is located at 302 E. Garfield in Cissna 

Park. If you have questions or would 

like to make an appointment, call 

(815) 457-2322 or 2296. 

Sonnie Bauer has many displays inside her shop showing her 
talents. Here, Jeannie Kingston, EIEC Manager of Administrative 
Services (left), stands inside one of the displays with Bauer. 
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• October is cooperative month 

October is national cooperative 
month. It’s a time to celebrate the 
accomplishments of cooperatives 
and to educate the public about the 
advantages cooperatives offer. 

More than 34 million people in 
the United States receive their elec- 
tricity from a cooperative. That’s 
more than one in 10 Americans. 
And chances are, all Americans re- 
ceive some product or service 
through the 47,000 plus cooperatives 
that exist in America. Products such 
as Land O’Lakes, Ocean Spray and 
Sunkist are all made by cooperatives. 
Businesses such as Ace Hardware 
and True Value are cooperatively 
owned and operated. 

Visit ElEC’s 
Mobile Field 

Office 
The Mobile Field Office will pro¬ 

vide you with access to Eastern 
Mini’s services. These services in¬ 
clude your energy usage history, bill¬ 
ing information, rate analysis, loan 
programs and payment options along 
with various products and services 
that are available to you. 

October 1-3 
F & R Tiling 

Route 24 & 155, Piper City 

The mobile field office will be open 
11 a.m. until 6 p.m. 

Stop by and see an Eastern Mini 
representative! 

Refreshments will be provided. 

$100 bill 
credit winner 

Member Wesley Johnson of 
Paxton is the winner of the $100 
electric bill credit drawn at East¬ 
ern Mini’s Energy Efficiency 
Booth at the Iroquois County 
Fair. 
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the co-op advantage 
But what is a cooperative? It’s a 

member-owned, democratically con¬ 
trolled enterprise, created and used 
by its member-owners to provide 
goods and services. That means 
member-owners have a say in how 
the cooperative is run and receive 
the benefits of it. With other busi¬ 
nesses, shareholders receive all the 
capital gain at the expense of the 
people who use the products or ser¬ 
vices. But electric cooperatives give 
back this gain in the form of capital 
credits to the members themselves. 
More than 120 million people across 
America are forming cooperative 
businesses to find solutions to their 
community’s needs. They have real¬ 

ized that cooperatives give consum¬ 
ers more choices, cost savings and 
fewer risks. Cooperatives are guided 
by a set of seven principles: Volun¬ 
tary and Open Membership; Demo¬ 
cratic Member Control; Members’ 
Economic Participation; Autonomy 
and Independence; Education, 
Training, and Information; Coopera¬ 
tion Among Cooperatives; and Con¬ 
cern for the Community. 

Keep these principles in mind as 
you think about the cooperatives 
that help make your life a little bet¬ 
ter. To find out more about 
electric co-ops, visit www.eiec.org, 
www.aiec.org or www.nreca.org. 

“Energy Independence 
Seminars” 

“ESP” Model Home 
Roger Huddleston Homes 

Prairieview Road, Mahomet 
3rd Thursday of every month 

October - April (except Dec.) 
7 p.m. -. 9 p.m. 

Eastern Mini will be conducting “Energy Independence Seminars” 
the third Thursday of every month beginning in October through April 
(except for December) at the “ESP” Model home located at Roger 
Huddleston Homes just north of the first exit east of Mahomet on 1-74. 

The seminars, which are free and open to the public, will cover the 
different ways homeowners can become more energy efficient with their 
home energy use. The first scheduled seminar will be Thursday evening, 
October 17, 2002. 

Visit Eastern mini’s Web 
site at www.eiec.org 

The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Mini’s Web site 
at www.eiec.org. While there, take a virtual tour of the ESP Model 
Home, learn about convenient payment options, and find out how 
you can earn a 3 percent rebate on your Eastern Mini electric bill. 
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to be awarded to four high school seniors 

♦ Four $1,000 scholarships will be awarded each year. 
♦ Three scholarships per year will be awarded to students who are the sons or daughters of 

Illinois electric cooperative members who are currently receiving service from the coop¬ 
erative at the time the scholarship applications are submitted. 

♦ One scholarship a year will be awarded to a student who is the son or daughter of an 
Illinois electric cooperative employee or director. 

♦ A scholarship applicant is eligible for consideration in only one of the two above catego¬ 
ries, and is eligible to apply through only one electric cooperative. 

♦ The applicant must be a high school senior. 
♦ Scholarships may be used for educational costs at any two-year or four-year accredited 

college or university in Illinois, including vocational/technical schools. 
♦ Scholarship winners will be expected to be “full time” students (at least 12 hours). 
♦ Scholarships are for one year and are not renewable. 
♦ Scholarships will be awarded based on grade point average, college entrance test scores, 

work and volunteer experience, participation in school and community activities, bio¬ 
graphical statement and knowledge of electric cooperatives as demonstrated by a short 
essay. 

♦ Deadline for receipt of completed applications and submissions is TANUARY L 2003. 
♦ Scholarship winners will be notified by May 1, 2003. 

Contact Jeannie Kingston at (800) 824-5102 or 
(217) 379-2131 for more information 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through competi¬ 
tively priced services and products and to enhance the quality ol life in the under-served rural community. 
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"The enjoyment that I get 

out of this is the honor of 

guarding the Unknown, 

han't describe it. To be 

out there walking in 

front of the Unknown, to 

be the guard of them is 

the greatest honor I 

could ever imagine." 

picked by army officials and 
go through a rigorous train¬ 
ing. It is a select few individu¬ 
als who are chosen, and it is 
considered one of the high- 

  est honors a United States 
Army soldier can be granted. 

Tomb guards are selected from the 
Old Guard, men and women who 
perform funerals at Arlington Cem¬ 
etery. According to the Society of The 
Honor Guard, “each soldier must 
have strong military bearing, disci- 

men and women are 
awarded daily by the mem¬ 
bers of the military.   

The Guard of Honor of 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is 
responsible for maintaining the high¬ 
est standards and traditions of the 
United States Army and this Nation 
while keeping a constant vigil at this 
national shrine. They also prevent 

any desecration or disrespect di¬ 
rected toward the Tomb of the Un¬ 
known Soldier. This mission has not 
changed since 1926. 

The soldiers, either men or 
women, who stand guard are hand- 
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pline, stamina and present an out¬ 
standing soldierly appearance. Each 
Sentinel must be able to flawlessly 
perform seven different types of 
walks, honors and ceremonies. They 
must retain vast amounts of knowl¬ 
edge concerning the Tomb, Arling¬ 
ton Cemetery, the United States 
Army and their unit.” 

More than 80 percent of soldiers 
vying for the duty fail. One soldier 
who succeeded is Matthew Kreeb. 

Matthew grew up in Gilman with 
his parents Gerry and Kay Kreeb. He 
joined the army just after graduating 
from high school. Matthew was asked 
after basic training to try out for the 
Honor Guard at Arlington National 
Cemetery. Matthew served for sev¬ 
eral months attending funerals on the 
firing squad of the guard, when he 
was chosen for the elite challenge of 
becoming a Tomb Guard. 

“Matthew has the ‘look’ the mili¬ 
tary was looking for in a Tomb 
Guard,” says his mother Kay. Tomb 
Guards must be between 5’ll” and 

6’4”. They must have outstanding 
physical training, scoring above the 
Army testing average. 

“Matthew knew it was going to be 
tough from the beginning. He was a 
great student but he didn’t like study¬ 
ing and he didn’t want to go to col¬ 
lege. Now he has to study all the time; 
they have to retain a lot of knowl¬ 
edge and repeat a lot of information 
verbatim,” says Kay. 

But the hard work is worth it for 
Matthew. “The enjoyment that I get 
out of this is the honor of guarding 
the Unknown. I can’t describe it. To 
be out there walking in front of the 
Unknown, to be the guard of them is 
the greatest honor I could ever imag¬ 
ine.” 

Matthew is only 19, younger than 
many of the Tomb Guards and per¬ 
haps the youngest ever to earn the 
Tomb Badge. This badge is the rarest 
badge awarded in the Army. “Tens 
of thousands have tried and only 510 
today have completed the training and 
earned the badge. It’s a reward for 
the hard work we put in. It recognizes 
Sentinels for what we do. That’s what 
the badge is about. 

“I don’t do my job to earn the 

★ ★★★★ ★★★★★ 

From left: Gerry and Kay Kreeb stand proudly beside their 

badge, it 
cake. I guard the tomb to give 
the unknown soldiers the respect 
they deserve. That’s why I do what I 
do,” says Matthew. 

Kay comments, “He’s only 19, and 
the average age of the soldiers there 
is 22. It’s a lot of pressure for him. 
He wants to do it and is very hon¬ 
ored, but it’s a lot of pressure. He 
has an immense amount of respect 
and is proud to guard the Tomb.” 

Now that Matthew has completed 
his training and earned his badge, he 
is permanently assigned to the Tomb. 
He may stay for as long as he wishes 
and plans on remaining for about 
three more years. 

Matthew tries to explain to people 
what the true meaning of the Tomb 
is. “Probably 99 percent of people 
don’t understand that, although there 
is some glory and prestige involved, I 
never really bought into all that. All 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
the hard work, all the effort is solely 
for the respect of the unknown. 
That’s what I like to get across to 
people. Many people think that we 
look great on the outside, but what 
we do is not for the people who come 
to see us. We do our job for the Un¬ 
known Soldier, and people just hap¬ 
pen to like it and come watch,” says 
Matthew. 

Matthew is a remarkable young 
man participating in a prestigious 
honor. He summed up his experi¬ 
ences by saying, “I didn’t strive for 
any of this, it just happened. I was 
doing my job and things just kind of 
happened for me.” 
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Attend fee G^otheml 0|>y/j House 
At the home of Ralph and Beverly Potts 

1330 CR 3300N, Rantoul 
November 6*11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

(Free pork burgers, chips and soft drinks) Ed Hoveln of Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Thomasboro will be con¬ 
ducting a Geothermal Open House at the home of Ralph and 

Beverly Potts, 1330 CR 3300N, Rantoul, on Wednesday, November 6, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

You will discover the value of a geothermal system and see how it 
heats and cools your home and provides domestic hot water all year 
long. This safe, clean, comfortable and environmentally friendly sys¬ 
tem will save you between 40 percent and 70 percent on your heating 
bills. Learn about Eastern Illini’s 4-cent electric heat rate and 7.5 
percent loan program. 

Eastern Illini representatives will be available to answer your ques¬ 
tions. Visit the Potts on November 6 and see the extraordinary geo¬ 
thermal system. 

ATTEND “Energy Independence Seminars” 
“ESP” Model Home 

3rd Thursday of every month • (except December) • 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. Eastern Illini will be conducting 
“Energy Independence Seminars” 

the third Thursday of every month 
(except for December) at the “ESP” 
Model home located at Roger 

Huddleston Homes just north of the 
first exit east of Mahomet on 1-74. 
The seminars, which are free and 
open to the general public, will cover 
the different ways homeowners can 

become more energy efficient with 
their home energy use. This month, 
the seminar will be held November 
21, 2002. 

Nominating Petitions for the March 15,2003 director 
election will be available December 16,2002 

Directors in Directorate Districts 5, 
7, 9 and the Northern At Large 

District will be elected at the March 
15, 2003, Annual Meeting. Incum¬ 
bent directors Robert Bauer of Cissna 
Park, District 5; Bradley). Ludwig of 
Fithian, District 7; Herbert L. Aden 
of Newman, District 9; and Glenn R. 
Anderson of Kempton, Northern At 
Large District, have indicated that 

they will seek reelection. 
Nominating petitions can be picked 

up at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, Decem¬ 
ber 16, 2002, at Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, 330 W. Ottawa, Paxton. 
Each member who desires to be 
elected to the board of directors must 
have their petition signed by not less 
than 25 members of the cooperative. 
Petitions must be filed at the 

cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednes¬ 
day, January 29, 2003. 

The Credentials Committee will 
meet at the cooperative’s headquar¬ 
ters on January 30 to review the quali¬ 
fications of all candidates who file 
nominating petitions to determine 
their eligibility to serve as directors 
of the cooperative. 

Visit Eastern Illini’s Web site at www. 
The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. 
Make sure you check out the 4.9 cent El Long Distance rate, the $75 rebate that you can 

receive for installing a new electric water heater, and “What to do when your power goes off.” 
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Eastern lllini linemen participate 
in Lineman’s Safety Rodeo 

A team of Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative linemen was 

named First Runner-up - Best 
Overall Team at the recent statewide 
Lineman’s Safety Rodeo. 

The team of Jeff Blackford, Lyle 
Kofoot and Doug Elrod also placed 
second in the transformer changeout 
and insulator changeout events. 

The Sixth Annual Lineman’s 
Safety Rodeo, held at Lincoln Land 
Community College (LLCC) in 
Springfield on Friday, October 11 
coincided with a series of 
courses designed 
to help electric 
line personnel 
improve their 
work skills in safe and 
efficient ways. Several 
electric suppliers joined 
the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives (AIEC) and LLCC in 
co-sponsoring the event. The’ 
AIEC and LLCC are also collabo¬ 
rating to develop an associate’s 
degree program in power line 
technology. 

Line personnel from 14 
Illinois electric cooperative 
and a municipal utility com¬ 
peted in five team events and two 
individual events. Team events in¬ 
cluded hurt man rescue, egg climb 
(linemen climbing a 30-foot pole 
with a raw egg in their mouths) and 
changing insulators, reclosers and 
transformers. Above: The team of Jeff Blackford, Lyle Kofoot and 

Doug Elrod was named First Runner-up - Best Overall 
Team at the Lineman’s Safety Rodeo in October. 
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Attorney French L. Fraker Retires 

(IlSIfl^ L 
IBM 

French L. Fraker, general 
counsel for Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, was honored at a 
retirement dinner on September 
20 at the Holiday Inn in Urbana. 
Fraker was presented a plaque, 
resolution and mantle clock rec- 
ognizing him for his more than 
60 years of distinguished and 
dedicated service. 

President/CEO Champion said, 
“French Fraker is truly a gentleman 
and a very close personal friend. 
He has served the cooperative 
faithfully and with out- 
standing ability as its gen¬ 
eral counsel. His wisdom, 
sound judgment and solid 
advice have contributed 
greatly to the success of 
the cooperative.” 

Fraker became the at¬ 
torney for Illini Electric 
Cooperative in Cham¬ 
paign on March 2, 1942, 
and on March 17 that 
same year he was hired as 
the attorney for Eastern Il¬ 
linois Power Cooperative 
in Paxton. When the two 
cooperatives consolidated 
on September 1, 1987, he 
continued as the general 
counsel. 

In addition, Fraker was selected 
as Soyland Power Cooperative’s 
general counsel in 1963 and he 
received the Friend of Coopera¬ 
tives Award in 1995. 

After graduating from the 
University of Illinois law school 
in 1938, Fraker began practicing 
law with Craig and Craig in Mat- 
toon. In 1941, he joined the firm 
of Dobbins, Dobbins & Thomas 
in Champaign, which has evolved 
into the present firm of Dobbins, 
Fraker, Tennant, Joy & Perlstein. 
Fraker was his firm’s trial and liti¬ 
gation attorney until 1960. 

Ct 
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An active civic leader, Fraker 

has served as the Champaign Park 

Board attorney for 44 years and has 

been a member of the First Presby¬ 

terian Church of Champaign since 

1926. He has also served on the 

Salvation Army, McKinley YMCA, 

Champaign County Red Cross and 

American Cancer Society boards of 

directors. He is a member of the 

Illinois State Bar Association and 

was conferred the titled of “Senior 

Counselor” in recognition of more 

than 50 years of honorable service 

to the Bar in 1988 and has presided 

over the Champaign County Bar 

Association. 

Four boardrooms are named 

after Fraker including the one at 

Eastern Illini, Soyland Power, his 

firm, and the Champaign Park 

District. 

“Giving up the practice of law 

was not as hard as you might 

think,” said Fraker. “I had reached 

the stage where I realized it was 

time to quit. But what was hard, 

painfully so, was leaving Eastern 

Illini. 1 have been so dedicated to 

the work of the cooperative and 

so committed to its program that I 

felt I was leaving a part of my life 

behind me and I was: 60 years of it. 

But the hardest part of all was say¬ 

ing good-bye to my friends: Dave 

and Dij, Jeannie, Brandon, all the 

staff and all the members of the 

board. It was like saying farewell to 

my family, for they are my family 

- the nicest people in the world.” 

is here lor vein. 
Electric cooperatives were created to serve rural residents when 
no one else would. And we will continue to provide you with 
electricity' and other services that improve your quality of life. 
When you look around and see things changing, remember 
one thing that will never change is the quality of service you 
receive from your electric cooperative. 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with 
lively priced services and products and to enhance the quality ot life in the under-served rural community. 
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Experience the elegance, warmth 
and charm of an electric fireplace 

Eastern Illini members can pur- 
chase an electric fireplace for $999 
to $1,999. 
■ Patented Electraflame® technol¬ 

ogy lets you adjust the flame 
action and brightness to suit the 
moment. 

■ Authentic wood fire flame effect 
creates the look and feel of a real 
wood fire. 

■ No chimney or venting required. 
Installations are easy and usually 
take less than an hour. 

■ Completely portable, plugs into a 
standard wall receptacle offering 
instant fireplace ambiance for any 
room. 

■ Separate controls allow you to 
operate the flame with or without 
heat. 

■ Built-in thermostat controls room 
temperature. 

■ Clean, safe and efficient. No open 
flame, operates for about $5 per 
month. 

Order your new electric fireplace today 
Call (800) 824-5102 and ask for marketing 

L- 0 m 

& Make it a Briflit, Sate and 
'Happy Holiday Season 

ights 
n a 

tree or oth¬ 
er places add 

so much enjoyment 
to the season, 

but they 
need to be 
checked 
and used 

roperly. 
We en¬ 

courage you to 
take a few extra minutes to avoid 
the risk of electric shock or fire. 

Keep these tips in mind when 
decorating with lights: 
• Use only lights that have been 

safety tested and approved by 

Underwriters Laboratory (UL). 
Look for the UL label on the box 
and on each string. 
If you use a fresh tree, water 
it frequently and place it away 
from heat sources such as heat¬ 
ing ducts, fireplaces, radiators or 
televisions. 
Before plugging in lights, check 
each string for broken sockets, 
frayed cords or faulty plugs. Re¬ 
place any damaged strings. 
Make sure extension cords are 
in good condition. Use only UL- 
approved cords that are rated to 
carry the electrical load you will 
connect to them. 
Keep electric cords out of high- 
traffic areas. Don’t stretch them 

across a room where people can 
trip over them; likewise, don’t 
hide them under rugs or carpets 
that people will trample on. 

• Always unplug lights before going 
to bed or leaving your home. 
Whether decorating for the holi¬ 

day or using extension cords in gen¬ 
eral, read the label on both the cord 
and the appliances that are plugged 
into it to make sure the cord can 
handle the load. If it can’t, change 
to a higher-rated cord or unplug 
some appliances. 

While some people may load 
up an extension cord to free outlet 
space over the holidays, remember 
that extension cords are meant for 
temporary, not permanent, use. 

•vivvr 
The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. 
While there, check out IlliCom’s Web site services, El Schippert WaterCare’s con¬ 

ditioning and filtration systems and El Bottled Water’s personalized bottled water. 
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