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The origins of Snowmen 
The tradition of building 

snowmen supposedly dates back to 
a Ukrainian folktale about an older 
couple who was lonely for a child. 
According to the story, the woman 
made a pair of white slippers, and, 
magically, a little snow child ap¬ 
peared the next day. Every winter, 

the snow child lived with them and 
melted in the spring. Other cold- 
weather cultures have legends 
about a snow person coming to live 
with mortals. These tales are said to 
symbolize renewal and rejuvena¬ 
tion, a welcome notion in long, cold 
winters. 5633-1 

Good vision in snow 
Some simple precautions before 

driving in snowy, winter weather, 
especially after dark, can help 
avoid trouble. Before setting out, 
wipe windshield wiper fluid on the 
head and tail lights because these 
often become dirty and clouded 

from road slush and salt; this will 
make it easier for other traffic to see 
your vehicle, as well as improve 
your own view of the road. Safety 
experts recommend keeping an 
extra supply of the fluid in the trunk 
for as-needed cleaning. 5732-38 

Are you ready for some football? 
The Super Bowl will be held 

this year on Jan. 28th in 
Tampa Bay, FL. In the past 
35 years, it has gone from 
just a game to become a 
major television event. 
People gather, with lots of food and 
friends, to watch the big game. TV 
commercial time comes at a pre¬ 
mium price, as beer companies, 
the dot corns, and the other compa¬ 
nies try to have the one commer¬ 
cial that people will remember long 
after the game is finished. 

The first three Super Bowls 
were called the “World Champion¬ 

ship Game.” Lamar Hunt, 
owner of the Kansas City 

Chiefs, renamed the annual 
game between the American 

and National Football Confer¬ 
ences the “Super Bowl” after 
watching his children playing with 
“super balls” (small rubber balls 
popular in the 70s). In 1971 (in 
time for Super Bowl V) then com¬ 
missioner of the NFL, Pete Rozelle, 
switched to Roman numerals to 
give the event a more significant 
tone. 

Here are some Super Bowl facts 
to get you into the mood: 

Games, victories, defeats 
Most Games 8 Dallas, 1971-72, 1976, 1978-79, 1993-94, 1996 
Most Games Won 5 San Francisco, 1982, 1985, 1989-90, 1995 

Dallas, 1972, 1978, 1993-94, 1996 

Most Points, Game 55 San Francisco vs. Denver, 1990 
Fewest Points, Game 3 Miami vs. Dallas, 1972 
Largest Margin of Victory, Game 45 San Francisco vs. Denver, 1990 (55-10) 

Penalties 
Most Penalties, Game 
Fewest Penalties, Game 

Fumbles 
Most Fumbles, Game 
Fewest Fumbles, Game 

Coin’ south 
for the 

winter? 
If you’re planning on 

leaving the snow and cold 
behind this winter, please 
let our office know. We will 
need your new address to 
make sure that you get 
your electric bill sent to 
you in a timely manner. 
WIEC can also arrange 
your enrollment in our ACH 
program. That will allow 
your bill to be paid without 
having the hassle of dealing 
with the mail or interrupting 
your vacation time. 

12 Dallas vs. Denver, 1978 
0 Miami vs. Dallas, 1972 

Pittsburgh vs. Dallas, 1976 
Denver vs. San Francisco, 1990 

8 Buffalo vs. Dallas, 1993 
0 By 15 teams 

We Get Otar Power From You 
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John and Gwen Barry were 
living in the busy town of St. 

Charles, Illinois, a western suburb 
of Chicago. Traffic congestion, 
busy streets, and constant noise 
were daily components of their 
life. For the past nine years, 
John would go hunting in the 
peace and quiet of the woods 
around Sutter. He fell in love with 
the beauty of the area and 
hoped to one-day retire here. 
Well, the old saying-“Be careful 
what you wish for, because it 
may come true” applies. John 
told his friend, John Caldwell, 
that if the land ever 
became available, he 
would like the oppor¬ 
tunity to buy it. Today, 
John and his wife 
Gwen are building 
their dream home on 
the very land where 
John used to hunt. It’s 
easy to see why they 
are making the move. 
Gone are the traffic 
jams and the noise of 
the big city. They have 
been replaced by a 
spectacular view from 
their living room of the 
Warsaw River bottoms 
and the bluffs of Mis¬ 
souri that rise above 
the Mississippi River. 
They have also be¬ 
come members of 
Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop, as their dream home 
will be served by WIEC. 

Their vision for their new piece 
of land was to build a log home 
and retire there. John’s father 
had a log lodge in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan, so they 
were familiar with log homes. But 
they wanted to know more. For 
16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

The comers resemble the old Lincoln Logs that 
are in kid's toy boxes only in a much larger 
scale. 

over a year, the Barry’s re¬ 
searched, talked to many log 
homebuilders, and traveled to 
other log homes to see the final 
product. They were trying to find 
the floor plan for their house that 
would fit their needs and a 
builder that they could work 
with. When they realized that 
■ JANUARY 2001 

they couldn’t find a floor plan 
they liked, Gwen sat down and 
designed one that would suit 
their tastes and their life style. 
Gwen didn’t want halls because 
she says they are always dark. 
The plan she came up with has 
no hallways. It is an open floor 
plan with a minimum of interior 
walls, as interior walls tend to 
hide the beautiful logs that they 
wanted to emphasize. The down¬ 
stairs has an open living room, 
dining room, and kitchen along 
with the master bedroom, a den, 
and a mudroom. The upstairs 
consists of two bedrooms, a 
bath, and a reading loft. The 
stairway to the second floor 
keeps with the log theme by hav¬ 
ing a log banister along with half 
logs serving as steps. Skylights 
are placed in the cathedral ceil¬ 
ing to help bring in the light. An 
architect was later brought in to 

Top photo: John and Gwen Barry on 
the front porch of their partially com¬ 
pleted log home. 



Top photo: John Barry inserting the strips of foam 
inserted between the logs that can absorb the set¬ 
ting of the logs yet keeps the insulation factor of 
the home high. 

Center photo: The stairway to the second floor keeps 
with the log theme by having a log banister along with 
half logs serving as steps. 
Right photo: The back view of their home. 

help with the rooflines and ac¬ 
cess to the second story. 

Besides working on the 
floorplan of their home, they also 
had to choose on a builder. After 
much investigating, they decided 
on Maple Island Log Homes of 
Michigan to build their home. 
The log home was originally built 
on the Maple Island’s logyard in 
Michigan. Red pine logs, ap¬ 
proximately 11 -14” thick, were 
cut, stripped of its bark, and as¬ 
sembled. All logs in the 
corners of the house 
have saddle notched 
corners that are cut in¬ 
dividually with 
chainsaws. They re¬ 
semble the old Lincoln 
Logs that are in kid’s 
toy boxes only in a 
much larger scale. 
Once assembled, the 
logs are numbered, 
disassembled, and 
then shipped to the 
final site and rebuilt. A 
two-man team is re¬ 
sponsible for all these 

ments must be taken of the 
outer walls. If the outside walls 
of the house settles too much, 
then the floor jack in the base¬ 
ment will have to be adjusted 
to bring down the center sup¬ 
port of the house so it’s in 
alignment with the outer walls. 
What looks like traditional 
chinking between the logs are 
really strips of foam inserted 
between the logs that can ab¬ 
sorb the settling of the logs, 

design to keep the windows from 
popping out as the house settles. 

Besides the visual beauty of a 
log home, one of the important 
features of a log home is it’s high- 
energy efficiency. The ceiling of the 
home has an R36 value and the 
walls have an R17 value. A neigh¬ 
bor recommended that John and 
Gwen check out a Ground Source 
Heat Pump (GSHP) system to heat 
and cool their home. They were 
impressed with what they found 

and they decided a 
GSHP would be the per¬ 
fect compliment to the 
natural energy efficiency 
of their new home. Be¬ 
sides being energy effi¬ 
cient, it provides a 
constant temperature 
that is beneficial to a 
house of this type. Also, 
WIEC’syear around 
GSHP rate of 6 cents per 
kWh makes it very eco¬ 
nomical. Maple Island 
Log Homes was very in¬ 
trigued with the concept 
of putting a GSHP into a 
log home because this is 

stages of the process. After the 
house is rebuilt on site, the local 
contractor takes over. 

One of the most important 
requirements in the construction 
of any log house is to allow for 
settling. A typical log home can 
settle up to 6 inches for three to 
five years after construction is 
finished. Periodically, measure¬ 

yet keep the 
insulation factor of the home 
high. This foam is then covered 
with a thick latex mixture that 
has the look and feel of ce¬ 
ment. However, this latex will 
allow for the possible shifting 
due to settling where the old- 
fashioned cement would sim¬ 
ply crack. The window 
openings also have a special 

the first time it has been done. 
Overall, their experience of 

building a home has been a posi¬ 
tive one and they are very compli¬ 
mentary of their contractors. In a 
few years, all the hard work and 
inconvenience they’ve experienced 
will be a distant memory. All that 
will be left is a beautiful log home 
and that gorgeous view out their 
front window. 9516-61 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

RO. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours 
to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear—President, 

Carthage 

Briscoe Menke— 

Vice President, Carthage 

RobGronewold— 

Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison— 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 

Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley—Director, 

Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Staff 

Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

ouT 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
October 26,2000 

Directors present: Wear, 
Menke, Rampley, Morrison, New¬ 
ton and Gronewold. Absent: 
Vaughn. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. 

September 2000 had a margin 
of $38,546.00; total margins for 
the year through September 30, 
2000, were $301,425.00; net TIER 

for the year to date was 2.1169. 
The well and piping for the geo¬ 

thermal system for the Coop build¬ 
ing have been completed. 

The 2001 Annual Meeting of the 
cooperative members will be on 
June 28,2001. 

An ERC loan to Terry Knoke for 
GSHP was approved. 

Early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its to the estate of Dale Dowell was 
approved. 

Early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its to the estate of Iona Bennett 
was approved. 

(Approved minutes are available 
from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 9533-75 

Passin 'as 
tn im 

To realize the value of one year: 
Ask a student who has failed a final exam. 

To realize the value of one month: 
Ask a mother who has given birth to a premature baby. 

To realize the value of one week: 
Ask an editor of a weekly newspaper. 

To realize the value of one hour: 
Ask the lovers who are waiting to meet. 

To realize the value of one minute: 
Ask a person who has missed a train, bus, or plane. 

To realize the value of one second: 
Ask a person who has survived an accident. 

To realize the value of one millisecond: 
Ask a person who has won a silver medal in the Olympics. 

Welcome new members: 
Ash, Dan R. & Charlotte R., Warsaw 

Blythe, Alex, LaHarpe 
Classen, Laura D., Nauvoo 
Kirchner, Angela, Elvaston 

Lowe, Linda E. & Robert L., Carroll, IA 
Main II, Tom, Carthage 

Schaffer, Debra J. & Raymond G., Loraine 
Son, Michael D. & Debra K., Carthage 

Strack, Wesley, Stronghurst 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 2001 



FAQ Recently, when I called in to report an outage, 
the person who answered the phone said it was 
due to a problem with the transmission lines. Can't 
WIEC linemen fix those? I want my power back on. Frequently Asked Questions 

We understand our member’s 
frustration when this happens. It 
is confusing when you receive 
your power from WIEC, but your 
outage is due to another utility 
company’s problem. 

WIEC linemen can work on 
those lines owned by WIEC that 
run from the substation to your 
house and the lines we own in 
between. However, we do not 
own the transmission lines that 
deliver the power to our substa¬ 
tions, we merely pay to use 
them. For the transmission feeds 

into Hancock County, those lines 
are owned and maintained by 
Ameren CIPS. For the Lomax 
substation that serves our 
Henderson County members, the 
transmission lines are owned and 
maintained by Illinois Power. 

When there is a problem with 
the transmission lines, we have 
to call Ameren or Illinois Power 
to report the problem, then pa¬ 
tiently wait for the problem to be 
fixed or wait while lines can be 
switched to an alternate feed. 
This switching will bring power to 

the substations via an alternate 
route, bypassing the trouble 
spot. We ask that our members 
do not call Ameren or Illinois 
Power directly. They will not be 
able to help you or answer your 
questions. 

When you call our office to 
report an outage, we will try to 
have as much information as 
possible concerning the problem 
and the expectations for how 
long the outage may last. This 
applies no matter what caused 
the outage. 5818-23 

Rover may not always be 
Man's Best Friend 

Your dog may be a pro at 
keeping prowlers and 
other unknown people 
away from your home 
and property, but Rover 
may also be keeping 
out WIEC personnel who 
need access to your yard to do 
their job. They have no way of 
knowing whether a barking dog 
is just being playful or preparing 
to attack. 

We ask that you help make 
their jobs easier by keeping tabs 
on your pet. It would be a big 
help to calm a nervous dog when 
you see them come up your 
driveway. We have some gracious 

members who voluntarily 
tie up their animals when 
WIEC personnel are ex¬ 
pected. For that act of 

kindness, we thank you. 
We ask that animals are never 

tied to any electric pole, espe¬ 
cially the meter pole. 

WIEC meter readers need ac¬ 
cess to the meter to get the read 
ing during the final days of each 
month. Occasionally, WIEC line¬ 
men need to inspect your meter 
or wires to make sure they are 
working properly. 

Either way, they are on your 
property to serve you, the mem¬ 
ber. 10532-29 

Just say 
'Charge If 

credit 

WIEC is pleased to 
announce that we 
are now able 
to accept 
credit cards, 
such as Master 
Card, VISA, Dis 
cover, and American Express, as 
payment on member’s electric 
accounts. Manager Paul Dion 
said, “We have received several 
requests asking if we took credit 
cards. We looked into the possi¬ 
bility and decided that it could 
be done. We’re happy to make 
bill paying a little easier for our 
members.” 

$ 
5 

We Get Our Power From You 
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MIX helps build 
confidence course at Saukenauk 

Repelling Tower at the camp. 
“There are only about 50 - 60 

of these towers nation wide,” 
says Tom Kaelke, volunteer 
Camp Saukenauk chairman. 
Kaelke is responsible for the poli¬ 
cies, decisions and maintenance 
of the camp. “This has been a 
dream of ours for about two 
years now and it is extremely ex- 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

citing to see it finally coming to 
life!” exclaims Tom. 

Kaelke and a few others vis¬ 
ited other scout camps that had 
similar types of towers. After vis¬ 
iting the other sites, the men re¬ 
alized that they wanted the same 
unique experience for the youth 
that attend Camp Saukenauk. 
Thus the challenges began. 

M FEBRUARY 2001 

Plans had to be drawn up, esti¬ 
mates gotten and a funding 
grant had to be written. 

The Marianne Gardner Jack- 
son Trust provided some grant 
money for the project. Tom then 
contacted Doug Aeilts, general 
manager of ABC and Paul Dion, 
manager of WIEC to see if they 
could also help with the project. 
Between the two cooperatives, 
the poles, labor and equipment 
to set the poles were donated to 
build the framework of the tower. 

“Both Doug and Paul have 
been so helpful with this project. 
We wouldn’t have been able to 
make our dream a reality without 
the help and support of both 
ABC and WIEC,” claims Tom. 

n a blustery fall day, 
with the sun playing 
hide and seek with the 
clouds, hopes and 
dreams were coming 

to life at the Saukenauk Boy 
Scout Camp east of Lima. 

Deep holes were drilled into 
the earth, utility poles were set 
tall and proud and many voices 
could be heard in the wind. 
Voices of enthusiasm from men 
working side by side to create a 
unique structure that will chal¬ 
lenge youth to grow, not only 
physically but also mentally, for 
years to come. 

Together, Western Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative (WIEC) and 
Adams Electric Cooperative 
(AEC) employees built the frame¬ 
work for a 30 foot Climbing and 



Camp Saukenauk is a Class A 
camp as cited by the Boy 
Scouts of America. This is one 
of the highest ratings a camp 
can attain. The camp covers 
over 600 acres of beautifully 
wooded land and also boasts a 
30-acre lake with a peaceful wa¬ 
ter front area. 
From May through September 
the camp can expect to see a 
steady stream of over 500 camp¬ 
ers. In the fall and winter months 
campers can be seen trekking 
through the woods on weekend 
camping adventures. 

The scout camp is a part of 
the Mississippi Valley Council. 
The council covers 12 counties 
in Illinois, Missouri and Iowa. 
Counties from Perry, Illinois to 
Muscatine, Iowa and from 
Rushville, Illinois west to Mt. 
Pleasant, Iowa. 

“Word is starting to spread 
among our scouts about the 
tower. There is a lot of internal 
excitement right now. We keep 
getting asked when it will be 
finished!” exclaims Tom. 

The tower will be completed, 
instructors trained and a tower 
director named by the first sum¬ 
mer camp of 2001. Instructors 
must be 21 years or older and 
will be expected to attend a 
week of extensive training in or¬ 
der to become a certified trainer 
by the Boy Scouts of America. 

Ropes and equipment have 
to be tagged and must be 
noted how long each was ex¬ 
posed to sunlight. This informa¬ 
tion will be recorded and when 
ropes have been exposed to a 
certain amount of sunlight, it will 
be retired. 

“The purpose of this type of 
tower is not only for physical 

fitness but also for charac¬ 
ter building,” states 
Quenten Karlstrand, Scout 
Executive, Mississippi Val¬ 
ley Council. “We have 
other programs that work 
on physical fitness and 
character building but 
nothing of this magnitude. 
We hope this will also help 
with the retention of older 
scouts.” 

The camp hopes in the future 
to attract corporations who 
would like to use the tower for 
training and to teach employees 
how to work as a team. 

Last month I wrote to you 
about Cooperative’s and the co¬ 

operative way of doing busi¬ 
ness. This joint project be¬ 
tween AEG and WIEC is a 
perfect example of how, by 
working together, coopera¬ 
tively, we can make a difference 
for the next generation. 

Thank you to the following employees for their hard work: 
Adams Electric Cooperative: 
Jim Thompson, Manager of Engineering & Operations 
Charlie Rossiter, Line Foreman 
Steve Fanning, Journeyman Lineman 
Bill Alexander, Journeyman Lineman   

Many thanks to Candance Weeks, Editor, Adams Outlet. 
for allowing us to reprint her story and the use of her 
pictures for this article. ■ 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
Harold Enzeroth, Line Foreman 
Mark Kissinger, Journeyman Lineman 
Eric Johnson, Journeyman Lineman 
Terry Long, Crew Foreman 
Scott Carle, 4th Year Apprentice Lineman 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours 
to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 
Carthage 

Briscoe Menke — 

Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 

Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley- 

Sutter 

Director, 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Staff 

Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 

four member's map location 

numbers in the newsletter. If 

you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 

the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 

we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 

WIEC News. 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
November 28,2000 

Directors present: Wear, 

Vaughn, Menke, Rampley, 

Morrison, Newton and Gronewold. 

Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

October, 2000 had a loss of 

$43,946.00; total margins for the 

year through October 31,2000 

were $257,478.00; net TIER for the 

year to date was 1.8502. 

The Board approved accepting 

credit cards for payment. 

The Cooperative and Adams 

Electric Cooperative did a joint 

project to make the Boy Scouts a 

climbing tower at Saukenauk 

Camp. 

The purchase of a fault locator 

for primary underground cable 

was approved. 

Early retirement of capital cred¬ 

its to the Estate of Carl Young was 

approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 

able from the WIEC office. Regu¬ 

lar board meetings are held on the 

fourth Thursday of each month at 

the WIEC office.) 958-52 

Shedding some light 
on the subject 

Here’s a surprising fact: one 

100-watt bulb gives off 50% more 

light for the same energy than 

four 25-watt light bulbs. If you 

need more light in an area, try 

using one higher- wattage bulb 

rather than several smaller lights. 

To get even more light for less 

money, 

keep the 

bulbs and 

lampshades 

clean. Simply 

removing dust 

and dirt can provide one-third 

more light. 5821-35 

Another good reason to 
make your bed! 

Did you know that if you leave your waterbed 

unmade, not only does it look messy, it also 

uses more energy? The heater in an unmade 

waterbed consumes 30 percent more electric¬ 

ity than one in a made-up bed. So make that bed up in the morning. 

You’ll sleep better at night, knowing you’re saving energy. 

Welcome new members: 
Boulton, Bob, Hamilton 

Finch, Patty, LaHarpe 

Harken, Russel D. & Sharon A., Keokuk 

Larsen, Chris & Julie, Gladstone 

Marshall, Jimmie, Niota 

Meyer, Randy, Dallas City 

Painter, Michelle R., Stronghurst 

Palmer, Donita R., Gladstone 

Plummer, Annette, Stronghurst 

Stenger, Beth & Doug, Bushnell 

Stephens, Robert R, Carthage 

Taylor, Tim, Carthage 

Torbeck, Kirk, Hamilton 

Yates, Jason, Sutter 

For more info about your cooperative, 
check out www.wiec.net. 
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Protect your Investments! 
Spring is here and with it 

comes spring storms and de¬ 
structive lightning. Lightning 
strikes can prove hazardous to 
household appliances such as 
freezers, TVs, VCRs, and tele¬ 
phones. Protect your invest¬ 
ments by calling WIEC and 
signing up for our Storm Guard 
program. This is a two-level pro¬ 
gram that will protect your motor 
driven appliances and machines 
as well as your electronic equip¬ 
ment from damage as a result of 
(552-10) unexpected increases 
in electrical voltage and light¬ 
ning strikes. 

The first level is a meter base 
that WIEC installs at your meter. 
For $5 a month, it protects your 
motor driven appliances, such 
as your refrigerator, washing 
machine, can opener or water 
pump. If lightning should hit the 
utility lines, this surge protector 
which is placed at your meter 
will divert the energy to the 
ground and away from your ex¬ 
pensive appliances. It also 
comes with a guarantee that will 

pay up to $10,000 for replace¬ 
ment of any motor driven ma¬ 
chinery that might be damaged. 

The second level of the pro¬ 
gram is point of use surge sup¬ 

pressors that are available for 
sale at the WIEC office. These 
point-of-use suppressors are for 

the sensitive electronic equip¬ 
ment, such as VCRs, TVs, mi¬ 
crowaves, faxes, answering 
machines, or computers. They 
are simple to use - just plug 
your equipment in and you’re 
finished. These suppressors, 
available at WIEC, have an ad¬ 
vantage over the ones available 
for sale elsewhere. Ours have 
two stages of protection where 
the others have only one. There 
are different types of plug in 
suppressors, including ones for 
phone lines, coax and DSS type 
mini satellite dishes. Prices 
range from $56 to $98. When 
included with the first level of the 
program, this will insure your 
equipment up to $25,000. A big 
screen TV or a new computer 
system is a major investment 
and it’s nice to know that the 
protection is there when it’s 
needed. 

Call our office for more infor¬ 
mation or to enroll in our new 
program. Let Storm Guard give 
you the protection you deserve 
against the unexpected. 

Earn cash back by 
using your credit card 

to pay your electric bill 
If your credit card company awards points or cash back to 

you for (6818-4) using your credit card, it makes sense to take 
advantage of this feature. Pay your WIEC electric bill each 
month with your credit card and increase your earning power. 
Call our office and we can arrange for your bill to be automati¬ 
cally paid each month by credit card. There’ll be no checks to 
write or stamps to lick. It’s so simple. 

We Get Our Power From You 
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Director nomination and election process 
In accordance with Article IV, 

Section 4, of your cooperative’s 
by-laws, a nominating commit¬ 
tee must be appointed between 
30 and 120 days prior to the An¬ 
nual Meeting of Members (June 
28,2001). 

Directors shall be elected by 
and from the membership by 
ballot and shall serve for a term 
of three years, or until their suc¬ 
cessors shall have been elected 
and qualified. The terms of di¬ 
rectors from Districts 4 & 5 will 
expire this year. 

District No. 4, currently repre¬ 
sented by Briscoe N. Menke, is 

St. Albans, Chili, Bear Creek, 
and Prairie Townships in 
Hancock County, and the 
Cooperative’s service area in 
Adams County, lying south of 
St. Albans and Chili Townships. 

District No. 5, currently repre¬ 
sented by Ross E. Wear, is 
Carthage, Pilot Grove, and 
Fountain Green Townships in 
Hancock County, and the 
Cooperative’s service area in 
Hire Township in McDonough 
County. 

The nominating committee 
must post a list of nominations 
at the cooperative office at least 

20 days before the annual meet¬ 
ing. Any 15 cooperative mem¬ 
bers may act together and 
nominate another member by 
petition. These nominations will 
be posted with those made by 
the nominating committee. 
Nominations made by petition at 
least 10 days before the annual 
meeting will be included on the 
official ballot. Later nominations 
by petition shall be treated as 
nominations from the floor. The 
chairman shall call for additional 
nominations from the floor. No 
member may nominate more 
than one candidate. 

Generators - 
tips to consider after the purchase 

Congratulations, you have just purchased a 
new generator. Now you are ready for the unex¬ 
pected, such as a late spring ice storm that 
could interrupt electric service for an unknown 
period of time. But did you know that if used 
incorrectly, a generator could result in serious 
harm or even death? Did you know that it 
needs to be inspected by WIEC after it is 
(6836-18) hooked up but before it’s first use? 
Here are some things to consider after you 
bring it home. 

Generators must be isolated from the coop’s 
lines. A double-pole double-throw switch is 
needed to disconnect one source of power be¬ 
fore it connects the other. It is specially de¬ 
signed to keep the electricity from the 
generator from feeding electricity back on the 
electric lines. This “Backfeeding” could result in 
serious harm or death to a lineman who is 
working on a line that is presumed dead, but 
due to backfeeding, is not. A double-throw 
switch also keeps the electricity when restored 
from feeding into the generator. 

It is extremely important that it is tested peri¬ 
odically to make sure it will start when it is 
needed. After the power is out is not the time to realize that there is a problem with the genera¬ 
tor. 

Generators can be an asset or a liability, depending on how they are used. For more infor¬ 
mation, call the WIEC office. We can provide wiring advice. Also, it is very important that we 
inspect it to see that the generator has been installed properly. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 2001 



Tips On Your Fusebox 
Although many homes today 

have circuit breakers, some 
older homes may still use an 
old-fashioned fuse box. If your 
home has a fuse box, keep 
these cautions in mind to avoid 
accidents, fires, or other prob¬ 
lems: 

Never use a penny to replace 
a blown fuse! Fuses are de¬ 
signed to offer protection 
against short circuits and fires; 
pennies aren’t. Keep a good 
supply of the fuses your home 
needs on hand so you’re not left 
in the dark. 

Turn off all the appliances on 
a circuit before you change the 

Dishwasher 

SAFETY 
Follow these tips from Whirl¬ 

pool for the safe use of dish¬ 
washers: 

• Store dishwasher detergent 
out of the reach of young chil¬ 
dren. 

• Load sharp items last with the 
points facing away from you. 

• After a cycle, give the heating 
element 20 minutes to cool. 

• Don’t let young children oper¬ 
ate or play with a dishwasher or 
leave them unattended near a 
unit that is in operation. 

• Do not sit, stand, or lean on 
the dishwasher door or racks. 

fuse for that circuit, and be 
sure to pull the main fuse. If 
you don’t take these steps you 
could receive a serious shock. 
Never change a fuse in the 
dark! Use a flashlight to help 
you see what you’re doing. 

Don’t stand in the rain, a 
puddle, or on a wet surface 
when changing a fuse, and be 
sure your hands are dry, too. 
Use the right fuse for the right 
circuit. Most lighting and basic 
outlet circuits require 15 amp 
fuses; circuits that supply 
power to larger appliances, 
such as dryers and electric 

stoves, will require fuses at a 
higher amperage. 

Fuses marked with a “P” or a 
“D” are designed to fail if the 
panel overheats, to reduce the 
likelihood of a fire in the fuse box. 
Don’t replace these with ordinary 
fuses. The D fuse is used for cir¬ 
cuits with appliances that have 
electric motors; P fuses are for cir¬ 
cuits with appliances that gener¬ 
ate heat but aren’t (7823-61) 
motorized. 

Make sure you always screw 
fuses in tightly. 
Source: Milton Hydro 
www.miltonhydro.com. 

The National Anthem will be celebrating its seventieth 
anniversary on March 3rd. 

In 1931, President Herbert Hoover signed a bill to offi¬ 
cially adopt “The Star-Spangled Banner” as the national 
anthem. In 1814 at Baltimore’s Fort McHenry during the 
War of 1812, Francis Scott Key wrote the words to match 
the meter of the English song “To Anacreon in Heaven.” 

National Anthem! 

• Don’t let children play on the 
open door. 

• When discarding an old dish¬ 
washer, remove the door or 
chain it shut to prevent acciden¬ 
tal entrapment and suffocation. 

Welcome new members: 
Clark, Anne-Marie & George, Nauvoo 

Coventon, Dennis R., LaHarpe 
Crenshaw, Eric, Hamilton 

Furnald, James E. Jr., Gladstone 
Johnson Farms By Judith K. Johnson, Carthage 

McDowell, Philip, LaHarpe 
Salmon, Jason D., Strong hurst 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours 
to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Briscoe Menke — 

Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 

Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 

Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 

Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
December 28, 2000 
Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Rampley, Morrison, 
Newton and Gronewold. Absent: 
Menke. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. 

November, 2000 had a mar¬ 
gin of $13,402.00; total margins 
for the year through November 
30, 2000 were $270,880.00; net 
TIER for the year to date was 

1.8118. 
The NRECA Annual Meeting 

will be March 11 through March 
14, 2001, in St. Louis, Missouri. 

An agreement was approved 
with Adams TelSystems, Inc. to 
lease space on the 
Cooperative’s tower. 
The Cooperative is now accept¬ 
ing credit cards. 
The 2001 budget was approved. 
Early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its to the Estate of Grace Horton 
was approved. 
(Approved minutes are avail¬ 

able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 

The March 

MADNESS 
Word Find 

In connection with this month’s college basketball tourna¬ 
ments, find the following teams that have participated in the 
past. Good Luck! 

T A H L P O N G O P H E R S T 1 M S 
Y L N P D V E X C R A F F L H W 1 L 
U S E Y E K C U B 1 N L J O P X O R 
N T H U F A w O L V E R 1 N E s F E 
S V 1 L 1 N s L U N T B E L N E D A 
K E R A K O w X E D A S R 1 P L A R 
C L U D E 1 F A D O W L U C R O T G 
A M N E W J A Y E N H R Y 1 V N E P 
B A N M R T L P V E B X C E G 1 R H 
R L 1 P U S K H 1 S E L 1 S Y M T E 
O T N R L D O S L A R U N C V E R T 
Z O R B R U T H S P A R T A N S 1 A 
A G E D M A W B H E E C K Y E V N R 
R 1 B H C D R N P L R S E 1 K s U H 
U L E D X G 1 C D N T O L V A R M E 
F P L Q w E J A Y H A W K s B J L E 
M 1 S D L U E Z F J W S K 0 C A T L 
W E N E M E G N A R O G B N N 1 F S 

Orangemen 
Jayhawks 
Blue Devils 

Spartans 
Tarheels 
Huskies 

Bruins 
Wolverines 
Razorbacks 

Buckeyes 
Wildcats 

Gophers 
Runnin Rebels 

Seminoles 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop 

CO 

Allocation notices are being mailed 
Each year in the WIEC 

News, we print the allocation 
factor. That is the number used 
to calculate capital credits allo¬ 
cated back to our members 
from the previous year. To cal¬ 
culate capital credits, just take 
the allocation number times the 
amount of your 2000 electric 
bills, less utility tax. 

To make things a little 
easier for our members this 
year, instead of trying to figure 
your own capital credits, 
WIEC will calculate them for 
you. We will be mailing each 
membership a postcard no¬ 
tice telling them the dollar 
amount of the capital credits they have earned for 2000. These capital credits will be held by the coop¬ 
erative and will be returned to the member when Western Illinois Electrical Coop’s board of directors 
decide that the coop, is strong enough financially to do so. 

Look for this postcard notice in your (7613-6) mailbox during the month of April. This notice will have 
black print (where WIEC bills are green) and will say “Capital Credit Statement” with “This is not a bill” in 
red ink printed on them. This notice is for your information only and does not need any action on your 
part. Please do not pay the allocation amount or subtract this amount from your bill. If you have any 
questions concerning this notice, please call our office. 

WESTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRICAL COOP. 
524 North Madison P.O. Box 338 

Carthage, litinois 62321 
Telephone (217)357-3125 

THIS IS NOT A BILL 

Presorted 
First Class Mail 
U.S. Postage 

1 oz. Paid 
Permit No. 1 

Carthage, Illinois 
62321 

WIEC will be closed 

April 13th 

in observance of 

Good Friday 

Check us out on the web at wiec.net 
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From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
January 25, 2001 

Directors present: Wear, 
Gronewold, Rampley, Morrison, 
Vaughn, and Menke. Absent: 
Newton. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. 

December, 2000 had a mar¬ 
gin of $47,044.00; total margins 
for the year through December 
31, 2000 were $317,924.00; net 

TIER for the year to date was 
1.8667. 

The Board reviewed the rate 
of discount for early retirement 
of capital credits and decided it 
should remain at the 8% rate. 

The Board reviewed the 
policy on attorney’s services. 
(9622-11-37) 

Robert M. Gronewold was 
designated as a voting repre¬ 
sentative to the NRECA Annual 
Meeting and William R. Newton 
was designated as alternate 
voting representative. 

William R. Newton was des¬ 
ignated as a voting representa¬ 
tive to the CFG Annual Meeting 
and Robert M. Gronewold was 

designated as alternate voting 
representative. 

Robert M. Gronewold was 
designated as a voting represen¬ 
tative to the Federated Annual 
Meeting and William R. Newton 
was designated as alternate vot¬ 
ing representative. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits were approved for the 
Estate of Donald Kerr and the 
Estate of Esther Repplinger. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regu¬ 
lar board meetings are held on 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Address your payments carefully 

Ever wonder why your payment seems to take 
the scenic route when getting to our office? 
Sometimes a payment can take five or six days to 
get delivered to us when it would normally take 
two. The Postal Service reminds us that it is very 
important to address the envelope correctly. With 
the new automated equipment that the postal ser¬ 
vice is now using, it is important to use the PO 
Box 338 in the address, preferably in the line 
above Carthage, IL. 

The Postal Service’s preferred way to address 
your envelopes are: 

WIEC (Or Western Illinois Electrical Coop.) 
PO Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321-0338 

If you should address the payment any other 
way, your payment will get here, but it may take a 
day or two longer. However, be assured that WIEC 
will still go by the postmark on the envelope, not 
the delivery day, to determine a timely payment. 

To make life a little easier for our members, we 
have preaddressed envelopes here at the office 
for our members to use. (8610-19) Next time 
you’re in the office, be sure to pick up a pack of 
twelve to have on hand. Also, if you want to pay 
your bill without the hassle with envelopes and 
stamps, we offer ACH Transfer and payment by 
credit card. 

WIEC (Or Western Illinois Electrical Coop.) 
524 N. Madison 
PO Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321-0338 

3) 

WIEC (Or Western Illinois Electrical Coop.) 
524 N. Madison PO Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321-0338 
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FAQ I keep hearing in the news about the problems California 
is having with their deregulation of the electric industry. 
Will that happen here in Illinois? Frequently Asked Questions 

No one can predict the future 
with 100% accuracy, but we 
don’t think so. It is the way the 
California deregulation bill was 
written that has caused prob¬ 
lems, along with increased us¬ 
age that no one had predicted. 
California legislatures crafted 
the deregulation law so that all 
long-term contracts that were in 
place were void. 

Also, the large public utility 
companies were required to sell 
their power plants and purchase 
their electric needs on the open 

market. In the meantime, the 
area was experiencing in¬ 
creased electricity needs and 
some of the existing power 
plants in California were shut¬ 
ting down for repair. 

This left the state with a 
large gap between the amount 
of electricity needed by its 
customers and the amount the 
utilities were able to buy on 
the open market. When they 
were able to purchase power, 
it was for a much larger price 
than anticipated. When power 

couldn’t be purchased, the fa¬ 
mous rolling blackouts began. 

Illinois deregulation law was 
crafted differently. Illinois legisla¬ 
tors did not require companies to 
dissolve long-term power con¬ 
tracts or sell their power plants. 
They even realized that coopera¬ 
tives were different than public 
utilities. The law gives each coop¬ 
erative the power to decide for 
themselves whether customer 
choice is in the best interest of 
their members. 

Audit Yourself 

Even wonder how you could 
use your electricity more effi¬ 
ciently? Owens Corning and the 
Department of Energy (DOE) 
have teamed up on an “Energy 
Savers” program that recom¬ 
mends ways homeowners can 
check their own energy usage 
and improve efficiency. (7532- 
29) 
• Find out how much attic 
insulation you have by 
simply measuring the 
depth. If you have less 
than a foot of insula¬ 
tion, you may need 
more. The DOE rec¬ 
ommends about 12 
inches of fiberglass 
blanket insulation for 
most U.S. homes. 
• On the next windy day, light a 
candle and hold it near any 
place where air can get inside— 
around windows and doors, 
plumbing fixtures, electrical pan¬ 

els, attic doors and cable and 
phone outlets. When the flame 
flickers, you have a draft. Seal 
it with caulking or weather¬ 
stripping. 
• Trade in those incandes¬ 
cent light bulbs for energy¬ 
saving compact fluorescents. 

You could save up to 75% of 
the energy you use, and the 
money you spend on lighting 

• Find out if your water heater 
feels warm to the touch. If it does, 
and especially if it was made be¬ 
fore 1991, you may need to add 
an insulation blanket. Also check 
the thermostat setting. If you use a 
dishwasher that preheats water, 
you don’t need to set your water 
heater thermostat higher than 115 

degrees. 
* Be good to your heating 
and cooling systems. Have 
furnaces and air-condition¬ 
ers professionally 
checked and serviced 
annually. If you use a 
forced-air heating sys¬ 
tem, change the filter ev¬ 

ery month. A properly 
maintained system can use 

around 10% less energy than a 
system that’s not in top condition. 

Source: Chicago Copley Newspa¬ 
pers http://copleynewspapers.com/ 
homeimprovement/energyaudit.htm 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 
Carthage 

Briscoe Menke — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Nominating committee names 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Normally in the April issue of 
the WIEC News, the names of 
the members appointed to the 
nominating committee are 
printed, as well as the date of the 
first meeting. This committee’s 
purpose is to nominate at least 
one member from District 4 and 
at least one from District 5 to 
serve a three-year term on our 
board of directors. Any WIEC 
member who has recommenda¬ 
tions for a board of director can¬ 
didate may contact a nominating 
committee member. 

As this issue is being written, 
it is mid-February and the 

names of the appointees to the 
nominating committee have not 
been determined. However, by 
the time this issue has been de¬ 
livered, the names will be 
known. The date of their first 
meeting will probably be in the 
first two weeks of April. If you 
would like to contact a member 
of the committee with a name 
for recommendation to the 
board, please call our office and 
we will be happy to supply you 
with that information. It will also 
appear in the May issue of the 
WIEC News. 

Welcome new members: 
Covert, Alan, Blandinsville 
Heaney, Loretta, Hamilton 

Kirk, Evelyn, Warsaw 
Marshall, Andrea, Dallas City 
Martin, Jennifer D., Carthage 

Reese, Mary L., Carthage 
Robinson, Bobbie Jean, LaHarpe 

Webber, Stephen R., Carthage 
Ye, Zhong, Hamilton 

Starting Seeds in the House 
Give your garden a four- to six-week jump-start this spring by 

planting seeds in the house. Organic gardener Mary Sisson Elbs 
recommends: 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

lining the bottom of seed 
flats or pots with paper 
towels and a thin layer of 
fine gravel. 

* mixing one part potting soil 
or fine compost with two 
parts of sand and one part 
peat moss. 

moistening the soil mixture 
and filling containers. 

•fc planting your seeds two 
inches apart in flats or in 
clusters of threes in pots. 

covering the seeds with a 
thin layer of soil and then 

■ APRIL 2001 

covering the containers with 
glass or plastic wrap. 

ic misting your flats daily and 
keeping them in an area of 
the house that is normally at 
65 to 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 

* removing the glass or plas¬ 
tic once the seeds have ger¬ 
minated and moving the 
flats to a sunny window or 
place under fluorescent 
lights. 

planting outside after the 
last frost of the season. 



Energy Tips And Tidbits 
Every little bit can help when it comes to saving 
energy. Here a few simple steps to help you do 
just that: 

■ Turning off your computer when it won’t be used 
for several hours not only cuts energy use, but 
can lengthen the life of the computer. However, 
turning the computer on and off frequently dur¬ 
ing the day can do the opposite—wear it out 
faster. So be judicious in using your home com¬ 
puter, and when you buy a new one, be sure to 
get a model with a ‘sleep’ feature, that allows 
you to leave the computer on but greatly cuts 
the energy consumption when it’s not in use. 

■ Think that little narrow space at the base of your 
exterior door isn’t a big deal? Think again! A 
one-quarter inch gap at the bottom of a stan¬ 
dard door drains away as much heated or 
cooled interior air as a three-inch-by-three-inch 
hole in the wall! You certainly would act quickly 
to seal up a hole, so be just as quick to add 

weather stripping and a threshold to that door! 

■ It’s commonly believed that leaving the thermo¬ 
stat at the same setting, day and night, uses less 
energy than turning the thermostat back and then 
raising it again in the morning. The idea is that re¬ 
heating the cool house requires more energy than 
just keeping it at a constant temperature. 

Well, it’s not a good idea to keep moving the ther¬ 
mostat setting back and forth, but the fact is, less 
energy is needed to warm your house up in the 
morning than to keep it at the same constant warm 
temperature all night. So if you don’t have a pro¬ 
grammable (4927-32) thermostat, get in the habit 
of changing the thermostat before bed and raising 
it again when you get up. If everyone in your family 
is out of the house during the day, reset the ther¬ 
mostat again when you leave for the day. 
Source: Portland General Electric 
(www.portlandgeneral.com) 
Alliance To Save Energy (www.ase.org/powersmart) 

WIEC's Annual Meeting is coming soon 

Thursday, June 28 
At the Hancock County Extension Center 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 

Meeting begins at 7:30 

We hope to see you there. 

We Get Our Power From You 
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FAQ 
Frequently Asked Questions 

We plan to buy a new air conditioner before hot weather 
comes. Does WIEC offer any discounts or rebates if we 
would buy a high-efficiency model? 

percent interest rate when replac¬ 
ing your old unit with geothermal. 

We believe in the efficiency of 
geothermal systems so much that 
when it was time to replace our 
worn-out heat pump last fall, we 
replaced it with geothermal. Our 
office was very comfortable last 
winter and we expect it to be the 
same this summer. 

Due to our property limitations, we had to use vertical wells instead of 
the more commonly used horizontal trenching. The loops for the 10 
wells are laid out on the grass. 

WELCOME 
New Members: 

Jonathan M. & Nicole G. Cote 
Nauvoo 

Cathy Edwards 
Carthage 

Bill & Brenda Jenkins 
Carthage 

Robert L. & Debbie A. Lane 
Niota 

David McPartlin 
Burnside 

Claude Watkins 
Carthage 

We feel that the best air condi¬ 
tioning unit on the market today is 
when it’s combined with a heating 
and cooling geothermal system, 
so we have a reduced rate of 6 
cents per kilowatt for this type of 
air conditioning only. Geothermal 
is quiet, clean and so efficient. 
Other air conditioning units say 
they are efficient, but compared 

to geothermal, they just can’t 
compete. In the summer, geo¬ 
thermal can also provide free hot 
water to your home through your 
electric water heater. Can the 
model you’re looking at do that? 
(9530-36) 

We offer members a $1,000 
rebate and also can arrange fi¬ 
nancing up to $6,000 at a low 5 

sa‘oi- :u‘6 :oi.a‘8 Wz :69‘9 :zo‘9 :9r‘s Wz 

Digging the wells and burying the 
pipes. 
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The wells are buried and ready to be connected. 

Chris Murphy 
Hamilton, IL 

He received $10 bill credit by 
finding his map location 

number in the WIEC News! 
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Nominating committee appointed 

Your board of directors, at its 
March meeting, appointed the 
following members to serve on 
the 2001 nominating committee: 
District No. 1- John Lenahan, 
Lomax; District No. 2 - Loren 
Sinele, Niota; District No. 3 - Ri¬ 
chard Douglas, Burnside; Dis¬ 
trict No. 4 - Rodney McGaughey, 
Carthage and Sharon Roberts, 
Carthage; District No. 5 - Ron 
Howell, Carthage and Mark 
Pettit, Burnside; District No. 6 - 

Robert Menn, Plymouth; and 
District No. 7 - Wayne Spory, 
Sutter. 

Two members are ap¬ 
pointed from the districts 
whose board terms expire 
each year, with one being ap¬ 
pointed from remaining dis¬ 
tricts. These (8510-51) 
members will nominate at 
least one member for a three- 
year term to represent Dis¬ 
tricts 4 and 5. 

Directors whose current terms 
expire and who are eligible for re- 
election are: District 4 - Briscoe 
Menke, Carthage; and District 5 - 
Ross Wear, Carthage. 

The committee had their first 
organizational meeting at 7:00 
p.m. on April 3, 2001, at the WIEC 
office in Carthage. Due to the ad¬ 
vance printing of this issue of the 
WIEC News, the names of the 
nominees will be printed in the 
June issue of the WIEC News. 

Shop smart for new appliances 
If you’re in the market for a 

new washer, refrigerator or water 
heater, don’t just run 

out and buy 
the first one 
you see on 

sale. Take 
some time to 
learn about the 
newest electric 
appliances and 

find out which ones 
offer the best energy efficiency 
and the most value for your dollar. 

Check out the answers to 
these questions before you go 
shopping and when you look at 
new appliances. 

What is the energy efficiency 
rating (EER) for this model? The 
EER tells you how much energy 
the appliance will use in a typi¬ 

cal year and how much it will 
cost to operate at an average 
electric rate. Check your own 
bills to see what you pay and 
find out if your co-op recom¬ 
mends certain types of appli¬ 
ances. 

What makes this model more 
energy efficient than others? 
Many dishwashers will preheat 
water, allowing you to keep your 
water heater thermostat set at a 
lower temperature; horizontal 
axis clothes washers require 
less hot water to clean clothes; 
some refrigerators have covers 
over the coils, preventing dust 
and dirt from accumulating and 
lowering efficiency. Check out 
each (774-62) energy-saving 
feature on the appliance you’re 
interested in. 

How do I maintain the appli¬ 
ance to maximize the efficiency 
over the life of the appliance? 
Find out if you need to clean cer¬ 
tain parts, have the item serviced 
on a schedule, change filters 
and the like. Then decide if the 
maintenance required is accept¬ 
able to you in return for greater 
energy savings. 

What do I need to know about 
the appliance in order to use it 
most effectively? A lot of factors 
can influence how you use an 
appliance and how it works best. 
Does the appliance need to be 
installed in a specific location, 
away from heat sources or with 
certain clearances? Find out ev¬ 
erything you can before you buy. 
Source: Energy Outlet, Maintained 
by Iris Communications, Inc. 
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Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
February 22, 2001 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke, Morrison, New¬ 
ton, Gronewold, and Rampley. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

The Board reviewed the geo¬ 

graphical area for director dis¬ 
tricts and made no changes. 

The Board reviewed the list of 
1999 bad debts which were writ¬ 
ten off. 

Paul M. Dion will be the repre¬ 
sentative and Haven D. Vaughn 
will be the alternate representa¬ 
tive for the annual meetings for 
ICWCG and RSI to be held on 
April 10, 2001, in Springfield. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Briscoe Menke — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
SecretaryATreasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Name That Sitcom Mom 

In honor of Mother’s Day, see well you do matching the TV Show 
mom, with the actress who played her and the show she was on. 
Good Luck! Answers on page 16b. 

TV Mom Actress TV Show 

1. June Cleaver A. Jean Stapleton 1. The Adventures 

of Ozzie & Harriet 

2. Carol Brady B. Shirley Jones 2. The Waltons 

3. Marion 

Cunningham C. Ester Rolle 3. All in the Family 

4. Olivia Walton D. Elizabeth Montgomery 4. The Brady Bunch 

5. Florida Evans E. Florence Henderson 5. The Patridge Family 

6. Margaret 

Anderson F. Michael Learned 6. Happy Days 

7. Edith Bunker G. Jane Wyatt 7. Good Times 

8. Samantha 

Stephens H. Barbara Billingsley 8. Leave it to Beaver 

9. Harriet Nelson I. Harriet Nelson 9. Father Knows Best 

10.Shirley 

Partridge J. Marion Ross 10. Bewitched 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

I EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE! 

tem itoois EleeMd Cooo 
ANNUAL MEETING 

June 28, 2001 

Hancock County Extension Center 

Registration begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Come and have a can of pop, bag of chips, some ice cream 

and visit with your friends and neighbors. 

Use your vote to elect WIEC board of directors. 

All registered members will receive a 

$5 bill credit off their July Bill. 

Register for door prizes that include five - $100 bills. 

Entertainment will be: 

A slide show presentation about the 

Barns of Hancock County 
Presented by: 

Karen Garnett 

Kibbe Board Member 

We Get Our Power From You 

JUNE 2001 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a W
es

ter
n 

Illi
no

is 
El

ec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 

• l
am

 el
ec

tri
c 

co
mp

an
y 

• 
W

es
ter

n 
Illi

no
is 

El
ec

tri
ca

l C
oo

p. 
• M

L
 el

ec
tri

c 
co

mp
an

y 
• 

W
es

ter
n 

Illi
no

is 
El

ec
tri

ca
l C

oo
p. 



Nominating Committee 

Seated (L-R) Robert Mem, Rod McGaughey, Sharon Roberts and 
Mark Pettit. Standing (L-R), Loren Sinele, Wayne Spory, John 
Lenahan, Ronald Howell and Ron Howell. 

Nine members of Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, were 
appointed to the 2001 nominat¬ 
ing committee. The committee 
met at the WIEC office on April 
3rd and April 16th to make 
nominations for directors. Two 
directors will be elected at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting 
on June 28th. 

Any nominations made by 
petition will be included on the 
official ballot if they are brought 
to the WIEC office at least 10 

Serving on the committee 
were John Lenahan, Lomax; 
Loren Sinele, Niota; Richard 
Douglas, Burnside; Rod 
McGaughey, Carthage; Sharon 
Roberts, Carthage, Ron 
Howell, Carthage; Mark Pettit, 
Burnside; Robert Menn, Ply¬ 
mouth; and Wayne Spory, 
Sutter. 

days before the meeting. 
Nominations may also be 
made from the floor at the an¬ 
nual meeting. 

These WIEC employees 
will be at annual meeting 
to greet you, serve you a 
cold drink or ice cream 

and answer any questions. 
Come and say hello. 

Greg Bolton, 
mechanic/ 
groundsman 11 years 

Scott Carle, 
apprentice lineman 2 years 

Dick Chockley, 
area serviceman 31 years 

Donna Cramer, 
data entry clerk 25 years 

Becky Dickinson, 
office manager 6 years 

Paul Dion, 
manager 26 years 

Tanna Ellefritz, 
cashier-receptionist 2 years 

Harold Enzeroth, 
line foreman 34 years 

Eric Johnson, 
journeyman 
lineman 14 years 

Mark Kissinger, 
journeyman 
lineman 10 years 

Terry Long, 
crew foreman 24 years 

Tommie Long, 
operations manager 22 years 

Karmen Metternich, 
billing coordinator 3 years 

Garry Miller, 
area serviceman 39 years 

Jerry Payne, 
chief electrician/ 
meter tester 26 years 

r \ 

Here’s a partial list of our door prizes. 
Stop by our office and see the rest. 

5- $100 bill Grand Prizes! 
Half Pint Microwave Oven 16” Oscillating Stand Fan 
5-speed Electric Mixer Document Bag 
Case of 60 watt Light Bulbs Smoke Alarm 
Backpack Sprayer Other Cash Prizes 

One Free Dinner at a Local Restaurant 

The following were nominated for director positions: 
District 4 - Briscoe N. Menke 
District 5 - Ross Wear 

Employee Length 
of Service 
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Kibbe Museum Barn Exhibit serves as 
Annual Meeting entertainment 

The grout barn, owned by W1EC member Betty and the late Harry Brown, is 
one of the more unusual barns in Hancock County. 

Each year, the Kibbe Museum 
of Carthage holds an exhibit to 
draw people into the museum 
and also to highlight interesting 
facts about the Carthage area. 
Last year their idea was to show¬ 
case different barns in Hancock 
County. The attraction was wildly 
popular. What was to be a 
month-long exhibit turned into 
almost a yearlong show. 

Once a pride and joy of many 
farmsteads, the old barns are 
slowly fading away from our 
countryside. Many have outlived 
their usefulness and are being 
allowed to slowly fall to the 
ground, as it is too expensive to 
maintain them. The older barns 
are too small to store today’s 
larger farm machinery. The once 
mandatory haymows now sit 
empty, as the larger round bales 
of hay no longer fit inside. Even 
though some feel the old barns 
are becoming the dinosaurs of 
the farm industry, they still invoke 
a sense of pride for their owners. 
The old barns appeal to those 
who remember the era when a 

good sturdy barn meant some¬ 
thing. 

This year for annual meet¬ 
ing, we have invited Kibbe 
board member Karen Garnett 
to present a slide show to our 
members and discuss some of 

the more interesting facts about 
the barns that were in their show. 
We invite you to come listen to 
Karen and slip back into that by¬ 
gone era where barns reigned over 
the farmstead. 

Know if you can vote! 

Determining voting rights ap¬ 
pears to be complicated, but 
really it’s not. Just remember 
these points. 
■ If only one person signed the 

membership application, then 
only that person votes. 

■ The membership belongs to 
who signed the membership 
application. 

■ If both husband and wife 
signed the membership appli¬ 
cation, then either may cast 
one vote for that membership. 
Sometimes, a membership was 

taken out before the member 
was married. In that case, 
the new spouse may not 
vote for the membership. A 
single membership can eas¬ 
ily be made joint by simply 
filling out a form. Call our 
office for details. 

■ If you pay your landlord for 
the electrical usage at a lo¬ 
cation and their name is on 
the top line of the bill, you 
can’t vote for that location. 
It’s their membership, not 
yours. 

■ If a parent or relative dies and 
you are appointed executor, you 
cannot vote for that membership. 
The membership terminates upon 
the death of the member. It does 
not transfer. Also, a membership 
transfers to the surviving spouse 
only if it was a joint membership. 
If you have any questions con¬ 

cerning your membership status, 
please call the office. We will be 
happy to answer your questions. 
We would much rather iron out 
any details before the night of an¬ 
nual meeting. 

Can't make it to Annual meeting? 
You can still make your vote count! 

If you can’t come to the WIEC annual meeting on June 28th, you can still make your vote count. 
There are two things you can do. Either find someone who can attend and put their name on the first 
line of the proxy card, sign the card and give it to them. Or you can bring in your signed proxy card 
to the office and we can give it to an attendee the night of the meeting. Either way, your vote will 
count! 
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Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear—President, 

Carthage 

Briscoe Menke— 

Vice President, Carthage 

RobGronewold— 
SecretaryATreasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison— 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 

Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley—Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

FAQ 
Frequently Asked Questions 

An Annual Meeting is held so 
the membership can find out 
how their cooperative is doing 
financially, what lies ahead for 
WIEC in the future, and also to 
vote for who will represent them 
on the WIEC board of directors. 
It is required by our bylaws. 
This is the fundamental differ¬ 
ence between WIEC and the 
investor owned utilities, such as 
AmerenCIPS and Illinois Power. 
With us, you’re a member or 
owner. With them, you’re just a 
number. 

Our Annual Meeting is a 
great time to learn about West- 

Did you 
WIEC 2000 Statistics 

I just moved onto WIEC 
lines. What exactly is 
"Annual Meeting"? I've 
never heard of it before. 

em Illinois Electrical Coop, and 
what programs and services we 
offer our members. During the 
evening, we have door prizes, 
snacks, and also hear from our 
board president and manager on 
what the future will bring. 

Just for coming, each mem¬ 
bership will receive a $5 bill 
credit and a chance to win one 
of five $100 bills or any of our 
other door prizes. Come on- give 
our annual meeting a chance. 
We hope you will learn a little 
something about your coopera¬ 
tive and maybe win a prize as 
well. See you there. 

know...? 

Miles of line energized 1,180 
Number of members served 3375 
Number of new services installed 46 
Number of consumers per line 2.8 
Total kWh purchased from Soyland 41,305,036 
Average residential usage 
Number of members who have electric heat 

851 kWh 

that require separate heat meters 340 
Total water heater credits returned to members $73,760.00 
Number of miles traveled by WIEC vehicles 128,019 
Revenue collected per mile of line $3,800 
Capital investment per mile of line $11,000 

Free blood pressure checks 
Again this year, the 

Hancock County 
Health Department has 
agreed to come to our 
annual meeting and 
make available free 
blood pressure checks 
to our members. 

OFFICE CLOSED 
The WIEC office will close Friday, June 29th at Noon. 
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We Get Our Power From You 

WIEC Employee Spotlight Part I 
Salute to the Outside Guys! 

JULY 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

You’ve probably seen our 
large WIEC bucket trucks com¬ 
ing down your road. You have 
electricity, so you may wonder 
why they are in your neighbor¬ 
hood. There is no doubt why 
they are there on a cold, icy 
night when you’re out of power 
and it’s getting cold in the 
house. But do you ever wonder 
what these employees do the 
rest of the time? 

We have nine employees who 
we call the “outside guys”. They 
have different responsibilities and 
do different things, but are all 
equally important in keeping the 
lights on and providing our 
members with great customer 
service. 

Currently, WIEC has five em¬ 
ployees under the category of 
linemen. A lineman’s duties in¬ 
clude building and maintaining 
electric lines. This spring and 
summer, they have been busy 
installing new services to new 
homes, replacing rotten poles 
and relocating and upgrading 
WIEC lines south of Carthage to 
accommodate the new Highway 
336. They are: Harold Enzeroth, 
Line Foreman; Terry Long, Crew 
Foreman; Eric Johnson, Jour¬ 
neyman; Mark Kissinger, Jour¬ 
neyman; and Scott Carle, 4th 
year Apprentice. 

We also have two men who 
have the title of area servicemen. 
They have many different duties, 
which include disconnecting and 
reconnecting meters, locating 
underground electric lines on 
both sides of the meter, fixing 
daytime outages, patrolling line 
for possible problems, collecting 

and responding to trouble 
calls on both sides of the 
meter. Our servicemen, Garry 
Miller and Richard Chockley, 
have lots of experience. To¬ 
gether, they have worked for 
WIEC for over 70 years. 

Jerry Payne is our Chief 
Electrician. Many of our mem¬ 
bers know him as the one who 
fixes their electric water heater. 
He can do most electrical 
work that a member could 
need. Because his work is first 

Harold Enzeroth checking part of his 
equipment to make sure it will pro¬ 
tect him when needed. 
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rate, he is very popular with our 
members. If you need any electri¬ 
cal work done, you may be in for 
a little wait, so please be patient! 

The pole top rescue dass gives the guys hands-on training on how to rescue 
a co-worker in case of emergency. Each participant had to rescue a life size 
mannequin from the top of a pole. We sincerely hope that this type of training 
is never used in real life, but they have the training if it's needed. 

He also installs and sets the sec¬ 
ond meter when a member puts in 
electric heat and does the trench¬ 
ing for installing geothermal heat¬ 
ing and cooling systems. 

Last, but not least, is Greg 
Bolton, our mechanic. Currently 
we have 5 bucket trucks, 2 digger 
trucks, 3 pickup trucks, 2 trailers, 
a chipper, a trencher and a van. 
Combined, we logged over 
128,000 miles on these vehicles 
last year. That is a lot of repair and 
maintenance! 

All nine of these employees 
work very hard to bring you the 
reliable electric service that you 
have come to expect from WIEC. 
On those cold, icy nights, they are 
the ones who leave their homes 
and brave the elements to restore 
the power to you, our members. 
They are on call an average of one 
week per month, including nights 
and weekends. If there is a prob¬ 
lem or power outage, they are just 
a phone call away. During extreme 
power outages, such as torna¬ 
does, windstorms, or ice storms, 
all nine of them may be out work¬ 
ing to restore power as quickly as 
possible. Many times, during a 
storm that may be potentially 
damaging to our lines and poles, 
these guys call in just in case they 
may be needed. That is dedica¬ 
tion that needs to be recognized. 

Working around electricity can 
be a dangerous job. Safety is an 

Notice all the equipment on Mark 
Kissinger's tool belt. 

Mark secures the rope around the 
dummy's waist. 

Scott Carle, demonstrates climbing 
the pole and wraps a rope around 
the top of the cross arm. 

Once secured, Terry Long lowers 
the dummy to the ground. 

Dick Chockley waits for his turn 

to practice the rescue. 

LEFT PHOTO: The "Outside 
Guys" with their latest safety 
award. Pictured are (l-r) Scott 
Carle, Garry Miller, Mark 
Kissinger, Harold Enzeroth, Terry 
Long, and Dick Chockley. 
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important component of the 
job and it’s a part that our 
outside crew takes very seri¬ 
ous. WIEC’s employees have 
recently received an award 
by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives in rec¬ 
ognition for having the best 
three-year safety record. We 
are very proud of this record 
and hope to achieve the 
same distinction next year. 

Periodically, safety classes 
are given on such topics as 
pole top rescue and CPR. 
Did you know all nine of 
these employees are required 
to be certified in CPR and 
first aid? The personal pro¬ 
tection equipment that is 
used is also tested to be sure 
that it does what it is sup¬ 
posed to and will keep our 
employees safe. Our trucks 
are dielectrically tested annu¬ 
ally. 

We hope you have en¬ 
joyed a look at what our out¬ 
side crew does. In coming 
issues ofthe WIEC News, we 
hope to have more about 
how your cooperative works, 
such as calculating and print¬ 
ing bills and what is involved 
in putting in a new service. 
As always, if you have a 
question or concern, please 
contact our office - we are 
vour electric company. 

Not all of an area serviceman's work is con¬ 
nected with electricity. Garry Miller hap¬ 
pened to go by a member's home whose 
house cat that had been in a tree for days. 
Thanks to Garry the cat was soon back safe 
and sound in its owner's arms. 

Each June, Jerry Payne helps the Hancock 
and Henderson County 4-H clubs with their 
Electricity School. Over the years, Jerry has 
helped the kids make lamps, extension 
cords, and wire circuit boxes. 

All nine of these men go 
home at night knowing 
they did the best job 
they could. 

Something out of the ordinary 
for our linemen to do is helping 
with the WIEC Safety Fair. Eric 
Johnson shows the kids why 
bucket trucks are so important. 

Greg Bolton works on the tren¬ 
cher, one of the many pieces 
of equipment that is his re¬ 
sponsibility to keep in tiptop 
shape. 

WIEC Announces Change in ERC Loan Program 
For the past several years, 

WIEC has made available loan 
money to qualified members for 
installation of geothermal heating 
and cooling systems in their 
homes or businesses. This pro¬ 
gram has proven to be very 
popular with loans over $234,000 
being made since it was estab¬ 
lished in 1988. 

Over those twenty-two years, 
prices of most things have gone 
up, including geothermal sys¬ 
tems. To stay in line with the cost 
of these systems, we have in¬ 

creased our maximum loan 
amount to $10,000 for a maxi¬ 
mum of 60 months at a 5% inter¬ 
est rate. If a member is loaned 
the full $10,000 for five years, 
they would have a loan payment 
of $188.71 per month. This prin¬ 
cipal and interest can be paid 
(7814-11) separately to Wl EC or 
it can be included in your 
monthly electric bill. 

Members who wish to apply 
for an ERC Loan must complete 
a credit application and the 

WIEC board of directors must 
approve the loan. No applicant 
shall be excluded from participa¬ 
tion in this program or be sub¬ 
ject to any discrimination under 
any part of this program on the 
grounds of race, color, religion, 
sex, age, marital status, national 
origin or other basis than an 
analysis of their credit worthiness 
and expected benefits of the pro¬ 
posed energy efficient measures. 

For more information concern¬ 
ing our ERC loans, call our office. 
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From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
March 22, 2001 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke, Morrison, New¬ 
ton, Gronewold, and Rampley. 
Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

Directors Robert M. 
Gronewold and William R. New¬ 
ton gave reports concerning the 
NRECA Annual Meeting held in 
St. Louis. 

The Legislative Conference will 
be April 30 through May 2, 2001. 
Manager Dion and Director Ha¬ 
ven D. Vaughn will be attending. 

Appointment of a (4633-38) 

nominating committee was ap¬ 
proved. 

The audit report was accepted 
and approved. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits were approved for the 
Esther LaBonte Estate. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able (352-41) from the WIEC of¬ 
fice. Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
April 26,2001 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke, Rampley, 
Morrison, Gronewold, and New¬ 
ton. Also present: Dion & Hartzell. 

A deficit for the month of 
March, 2001, was reported in the 
amount of $10,195; total margins 
for the year as of March 31,2001, 
were $28,128.00. 

The nominating committee 
nominated from District 4 incum¬ 
bent director (3820-58) Briscoe N 
Menke and from District 5 incum¬ 
bent director Ross E. Wear. 

The date of the June board of 
directors meeting was changed 
to June 26, 2001, at 7:30 p.m. 

The policy on ERC loans was 
amended. 

ERC loans were approved for 
Jack and Debbie Erbes and Jeff 
and Debbie Straka for ground 
source heat pumps. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits were approved for the 
Clifford Carter Estate, the Atlee 
Crabill Estate, and the Alberta 
Weid Estate. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regu¬ 
lar board meetings are held on 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

WANTED: Crystal Ball to Forecast Future 
Did you ever wish that you 

could get your hands on a crys¬ 
tal ball that would be able to 
predict the future? It could tell 
you exactly how much your 
monthly bills would be. It would 

Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

tell you what a new set of tires for 
the car or a couple of Cardinal 
baseball tickets would do to 
your budget. 

We don’t have a crystal ball, 
but WIEC can make your electric 
bill easier to predict. Enroll in 
budget billing. It’s a (4610-62) 
program designed to level out 
the highs and lows of your elec¬ 
trical usage. 

This plan will average your 
electric payment for the next 12 
months, based on your previous 
12 months usage. Assuming your 
usage remains consistent with 

the previous years, your electric 
bill will be the same until July 
2002. That month will be catch¬ 
up month where the amount due 
is the actual balance remaining 
or no payment will be due if 
there is a credit balance. Any 
credit balance can be carried 
forward to the next year. 

Call our office soon for more 
information, because the new 
budget billing program begins 
July 20th. You don’t need a crys¬ 
tal ball to predict your electric 
bill, you just need WIEC’s bud¬ 
get billing! (6818-52-1) 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office b 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is an 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Welcome new members in 
March: April: 

Haugen, Thomas W. & Laurel L., Hamilton Bertlshofer, Edward F & Julie K„ Niota 
Hermes, Peter, El Paso Fry, Lonne, LaHarpe 
Link, Amanda, LaHarpe Geer, David L, Bushnell 

McLaughlin, Barbara, Nauvoo Glenn, Michelle J., Blandinsville 
Oak Grove LLC., Niota Hiatt, Jeraldine A., Burnside 

Purdy, Timothy L. & Theresa M. Detherage, LaHarpe Hinman, Lyle L. & Rachel, Carman 
Schaller, Seth R., Hamilton Horton, Don V Jr. & Deborah J., Niota 

Schuster, Kenneth D. II & Teresa A., Niota Newman, Dorothy, Burlington, IA 
Twidwell, Don & Sandy, Plymouth Noe, Arthur Lee & Betty Jo, Nauvoo 

Waddell, Darwin, Burnside (10529-69) 

. _ _ _ _ . , 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, will be closed on July 
4th in observance of Independence Day. Please take 

time to (959-43) remember the true meaning of the day. 
God bless America! 
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Debra Meyer wins $ 1,000 scholarship 

Debra Leann 

Meyer, left, is this 

year's winner of a 

S 1,000 Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperatives 

(IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship. Meyer 

received her schol¬ 

arship, in addition 

to numerous other awards, Tuesday, 
May 7, at the Warsaw High School's 

awards ceremony held at the Botts 

Center. Ross E. Wear of Carthage, 

president of the Western Illinois Elec¬ 

trical Coop, board of directors, made 

the presentation. 

By Debra Meyer 

“Click!” As a small child growing 
up on the family farm I very vividly 
remember I would rise every morning 
and with the flip of a switch my day 
was immediately brightened. The use 
of electricity was all around me. 
Warm bathes, a warm home, hot 
meals, clean clothes and bright lights 
were the things I needed which were 
provided by electrical mechanization. 
Probably my favorite memory was 
waking up to Saturday morning car¬ 
toons. Childhood memories last for¬ 
ever and because rural people have 
been provided with electricity my 
memories are that of fun, comfort, 
and security. 

Because of Franklin Roosevelt’s 
New Deal, the Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) was created. By 
executive order in 1935 it became an 
independent federal bureau to raise 
the standard of rural living. The REA 
provided to farm cooperatives low- 
interest loans for the construction 
and operation of power lines and 
power plants in rural areas. The goal 
was to provide inexpensive electric 
lighting and power to farms. 

Debra Leann Meyer, daughter 
of Ed and Rosalee Meyer of 
Warsaw, is one of three winners 
of this year’s Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship. She competed for 
the scholarship with 171 other 
entries. The $1,000 awards are 
given each year, two to sons or 
daughters of electric co-op 
members, and one to the son or 
daughter of a co-op employee 
or director. 

An active participant in volun¬ 
teer and extracurricular activities, 

Throughout Illinois cooperatives 
were formed. Our local cooperative 
was organized August 13, 1938, and 
today provides rural power to 3,295 
members with 1,176 miles of ener¬ 
gized lines. That is an average of 2.8 
consumers per mile. Those statistics 
tell how important it is for rural 
people to have an electrical coopera¬ 
tive, which is a jointly owned enter¬ 
prise providing electrical service for 
the members’ mutual benefit. Coop¬ 
eratives either buy bulk power from 
existing facilities or build their own 
generating stations. Today thirty-four 
million people in 46 states receive 
the benefits of electric cooperatives, 
which is 11 percent of the nation’s 
population. 

Because our main source of fam¬ 
ily income is from my dad being a 
farmer, I am most thankful for the au¬ 
tomated conveniences he has be¬ 
cause of electrical power provided 
through our local electrical coopera¬ 
tive. His shed is filled with electrical 
power tools needed for repair and 
maintenance work. Electric pumps 
for water and fuel expedite the opera¬ 
tion. Night security lamps provide for 
late night direction and protection. 

Meyer has been an honor roll 
student throughout high school, 
Freshman Class President, Stu¬ 
dent Council President and a 
member of the National Honor 
Society. An active volunteer she 
was Warsaw Bloodmobile Chair¬ 
man, she also is active in her 
church and has volunteered for 
numerous community projects. 
Meyer has also been very active 
in both Future Farmers of America 
and 4-H serving as an officer in 
both organizations. Here is her 
winning essay: 

rural America 
Grain drying, irrigation systems, and 
many animal operations are possible 
through rural electrification. Farmers 
have most definitely reaped the ben¬ 
efits of electricity making their opera¬ 
tions run more efficiently. A lack of 
electricity in today’s ever-growing 
dependence on agriculture would 
result in hunger and starvation. 

My memories include the occa¬ 
sional visits from the cooperative 
workers to install a nightlight, to repair 
a power outage, or to do maintenance 
on existing lines. In the flood of 1993, 
our family’s home and crops were 
flooded under 14 feet of the Mississippi. 
One of the last things I remember 
before the floodwaters arrived were 
the linemen disconnecting the power 
lines to each of the farms. One of the 
first things my Dad needed after the 
floodwaters subsided was the return 
visit by those same men to reinstate 
the electrical power so he could 
again operate efficiently. 

Thanks to the dedication and hard 
work of those involved with the elec¬ 
trical cooperatives rural life is more 
efficient and comfortable through 
automation and mechanization. 

(9636-35) 

A bright future for farmers and 

We Get Our Power From You 
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Meter reader appreciation dinner 
meter. The meter needs to be 
accessible. Another help would 
be to calm a nervous dog when 
them come up your driveway. 
We have some gracious mem¬ 
bers who voluntarily tie up their 
animals on the days the meter 

readers are expected. For that 
act of kindness, we thank them 

Remember that the meter 
reader is there to get an accu¬ 
rate reading so our members 
can receive an accurate bill. 

New Meter Reader Dan Burford 

discusses his route with Man¬ 

ager Paul Dion. Dan reads two 

routes near Niota and Nauvoo. 

Who drives an average of 170 
miles, reads around 200 meters 
in three days, and spends an 
average of 16 hours doing it? 
It’s a WIEC meter reader! 

We have 14 meter readers who 
diligently read your meter in 
wind, rain, and yes, occasionally, 
sunshine. They are a hardworking 
group and we appreciate their 
accuracy and dedication. Every 
April, we invite them to a dinner 
to give them a chance to get to 
know each other and discuss 
any problems that they might 
have. It’s a great time for them 
to share the “tricks of the trade”. 
We have one meter reader who 
carries dog biscuits with her to 
try and make friends with any 
dogs on her route. 

The dinner also gives them a 
chance to talk with the WIEC 
staff and to ask questions. WIEC 
Manager Paul Dion says, “Our 
meter readers provide us with 
accurate readings and they get 
those readings often in less than 
ideal conditions. They also provide 
us with important information 
about potential problems with 
our lines, meters, and electric 
services. They are the co-op’s 
eyes and ears out in the field.” 

Our members can help the 
meter readers do an even better 
job by keeping the weeds, debris, 
or other obstructions from your 

Pictured are (l-r) Front Row: Arlene Seitz, Gladstone; Margaret Siepel, 

Plymouth; Ruthanne Danielson, Plymouth; Ardath Wepner, Hamiton; 

and Dan Burford, Niota. Back row (l-r): Robert Cratsenberg, La Harpe; 

Charles Stoneking, Warsaw; Clyde Gittings, Dallas City; Jeff Vaughn, 

Lomax; and Kent Flesner, West Point. Meter readers not pictured are 

Henrietta Johnson, Burnside; Peggy Lepper, Niota; Carol Haage, 

Hamilton; and Mark Harris, Wever, IA. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING AUGUST 2001 

During the dinner, the group can share stories of interesting incidents 

that happen on their routes. 
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Last fall a young Illinois man slid off a black¬ 
top road late at night and hit a utility pole. 
Getting out of the car he walked into the 

downed 7,200 volt power line. He died instantly. 
In another Illinois car accident a young mother 
also lost control of her car and hit a utility pole, 
causing the high voltage line to drop on top of 
the car. Because she had recently heard a safety 
message from her local utility she knew the best 
thing to do was stay in the car until help arrived. 
After the line was turned off by linemen, the 
young mother and her children walked away 
from the accident. 

These two stories highlight the need to in¬ 
crease public awareness of the dangers electric¬ 
ity can pose even during everyday activities as 
simple as flying a kite or cleaning a pool. 
Through the Illinois Electric Council (IEC), your 
electric cooperative has joined forces with other 
electric utilities and the University of Illinois to 
create the first cooperative effort by utilities to 
prevent electricity-related accidents. 

“Each member of the IEC is committed to 
electrical safety and promotes safety through 
their own organization,” said Paul Benson, IEC 
executive director. “This cooperative effort ex¬ 
pands upon those individual programs, and ex¬ 
tends the reach of safety information beyond 
each organization’s activities.” 

The campaign focuses on electrical safety in 
four main areas - home, youth safety, 
agribusiness and contractor safety. The Safe 
Electricity effort uses a number of vehicles to de¬ 
liver information to broad audiences, including 
radio and television public service announce¬ 
ments (PSAs), the Internet and print materials. 

The centerpiece is a comprehensive web site, 
www.SafeElectricity.org. The site has detailed 
information and lists educational materials avail¬ 
able, such as videotapes and books for teachers 
and others promoting safe use of electricity. 

The first series of radio public service an¬ 
nouncements has been distributed to stations 
across Illinois, and companion television an¬ 
nouncements are being completed for distribu¬ 
tion. The announcements feature a variety of 
hazardous situations and safety tips, and direct 
people to the SafeElectricity.org Web site for 
more information. 

The initial public service announcements in¬ 
clude safety information about operating tall 
equipment around electric lines, using electrical 
appliances around water, working around the 
house, exercising caution during and after storms 
and children playing near electrical equipment. 
The goal is to focus attention on issues related to 
outdoor safety as more and more people head 
outside for summer activities. 

Like the announcements, the web site is in¬ 
tended to promote awareness of topical and 
timely safety issues, and will be continually up¬ 
dated and expanded. 

The Web site is easy for anyone to use - teach¬ 
ers, students, contractors, homeowners, farmers, 
business owners, public safety officials - anyone 
who has questions about electrical safety. 

Today www.SafeElectricity.org includes sec¬ 
tions for home safety, youth safety, rural safety, 
contractor safety, educator resources, videos and 
links to sites with additional information. 

“We are committed to making this campaign 
and the SafeElectricity.org web site a lifesaving 
resource for Illinois,” Benson said. “If we save 
one life or keep one person from being hurt, we 
will be successful.” 

“Electric cooperatives serve the citizens of ru¬ 
ral Illinois and many of them are engaged in the 
hazardous occupation of providing food and fiber 
to the people of our state and nation,” said Earl 
Struck, president and CEO of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. “By working to¬ 
gether all of the utilities in Illinois can present 
these safety messages more efficiently, effectively 
and economically than they could by themselves. 
We’re also grateful to the University of Illinois for 
their leadership and involvement.” 

If you would like more information about safety 
programs or SafeElectricity.org, please contact 
WIEC. (9626-34) 
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Welcome new 
members: 
Davis, Kevin, LaHarpe 

Evans, Stephen G. & 
Mary Evelyn, Gladstone 

Hoppe Construction, Hamilton 

Jacquot, William A., Winchester 

Kinzer, Wallace & Donita, Marietta 

Myers, John W & Judith A., Lomax 

Nemecz, Nancy, Danville 

Peikett, Richard S., Sutter 

Sawyer, Shelli A., Hamilton 

Thomas, J. R. & Glenda J., LaHarpe 

Washburn, Melissa, Hamilton 

Whitaker, Shawn L., Burnside 

Yager, Dick, Dallas City 

Zurmuehlen, Amy L., Stronghurst 
(5732-51) 

Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

FAQ 
Frequently Asked Questions 

My bank just called me and my 
check that I sent you last week 
won’t clear. What should I do? 

When we receive a check, 
we immediately deposit it in 
our bank. From there, we lose 
control of it. The check is pre¬ 
sented to the member’s bank 
twice, then if it doesn’t clear, it 
is returned to us. This process 
can take up to two weeks. 

After receiving the check, 
we write the member a letter 

explaining what has happened 
and set a date for payment to 
be made. The payment will 
need to be in the form of cash, 
cashier’s check, or money order. 

Normally, we charge $17.50 
NSF fee whenever we receive 
a returned check from our 
bank for any reason. If a mem¬ 
ber contacts us before our 
bank notifies us, we will waive 
that fee. 

If you know that there is a 
problem that will cause a 
check not to clear, it makes 
sense to let our office know as 
soon as possible and make 
payment arrangements. Why 
pay unnecessary fees if you 
don’t have too. 

Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
May 24, 2001 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Gronewold, Newton, 
Menke, and Morrison. Absent: 
Rampley. Also present: Dion 
& Hartzell. 

April 2001 had a margin of 
$2,699.00; total margins for the 

year through April 30, 2001, 
were $30,827.00; net TIER for 
the year to date was 1.2571. 

ERG loans for geothermal 
heat pumps were approved for 
Al Frakes, Bob Ziegler, Rick 
Smith, and Gale Althide. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits were approved for the 
Estates of June Lefler and 
Alma Daugherty. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 
(585-6) 

Trouble signs 

You probably know that if a 
circuit breaks when you turn on 
an appliance, that’s a sign 
you’re overloading your home’s 
electrical system, or that a prob¬ 
lem exists in the wiring or the 
appliance. 

But did you know there are 
other warning signs to watch 
for? For instance, these are also 
signs of problems in your 
home’s electrical system: your 

lights dim, your toaster doesn’t 
toast, your iron doesn’t heat up, 
or the picture on your television 
shrinks. 

If you see any of these things 
happening around your house, 
contact a qualified electrician 
immediately to diagnose and 
repair the problem. 

Source: Milton Hydro 
www.miltonhydro.com 
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Goal Committees are forming 

We Get Our Power From You 

beneficial. It’s a two-way com¬ 
munication tool.” 

The WIEC staff, along with 
the Board of Directors conducts 
the meetings. It’s a great way 
to learn more about your 
cooperative and have your 
questions answered. The atmos¬ 
phere is informal and all are 
encouraged to talk about what’s 
on their minds. Last year, Goals 
Committee member Donald 
Vernardi said, “I thought the 
meeting was informational and 
learned a lot. And I enjoyed it, 
too”. Members tell us that they 
didn’t realize how much it all 
costs, especially when it comes 
to building new line. 

The staff and Directors also 
learn from the members. We ask 
questions on what the members 
would like in the way of new 
services. We also ask their 
opinion about important topics, 
such as deregulation. Rick 
McVeigh said at last year’s 
meetings, “I’d hate to see 
you change (concerning 
deregulation), because of the 
great customer service I’ve had 
in (9515-48) the past 25 years”. 
We value the input we receive 
and use that information to 
improve your cooperative. 

If you would like to volun¬ 
teer to serve on the goals 
committee, contact our office. 

We only have a few 
slots open, but will 
keep names on file 
for next year. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

During the month 
of November, approxi¬ 
mately 40 WIEC mem¬ 
bers voluntarily give up 
an evening to come 
to Carthage and learn 
more about their co¬ 
operative. They have 
willingly agreed to 
serve on WIEC’s Goals 
Committee. The com¬ 
mittee members serve 
a three-year term and 
each year they learn about a dif¬ 
ferent topic such as Finance, 
Member Services, and 
Operations. They learn about 
(5819-4-24) how electric bills 
are calculated, the different 
services WIEC provides, 
upgrading lines, installing new 
services and just exactly where 
the money comes from and also 
where it goes. 

What is the purpose of 
these meetings? Manager Paul 
Dion says, ” We try to educate 
the members about their co¬ 
operative with the hope that 
they’ll pass that information 
along. The feed back we receive 
from members is also very 
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The 62nd annual meeting of the Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
the Hancock County Extension Center. TWo Carthage men, Bris 
Wear, were re-elected to the board. 

Before the meeting, members were encouraged to 

have an ice cream bar, can of pop and a bag of chips. 

Friends and family got together to share a laugh. 

The Grand Prize Winners were: Virginia 

Allison, Carthage; William Greenig, 

La Harpe; Paul Dion, Manager; Charles 

(Loma Sue) Combites, Blandinsville; 

Constance Greenig, La Harpe; and 

Dorothy Johnson, Carthage. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ 

They also took advantage of this time to look over 
brought by Karen Garnett of the Kibbe Museum 
Barns of Hancock County. 

Board Member Haven 

Vaughn and speaker, 

Karen Garnett, share con¬ 

versation after the 

meeting. 

At a reorgan 

meeting folio] 

meeting, BriscJ 

elected presiden 

was elected vie 



held on June 28th at 
I. Menke and Ross E. 

Secretary Treasurer Rob 
Gronewold told the crowd 
that the 2000 margins were 
higher than expected due to a 
colder than normal (567-75) 
December. 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
June 26, 2001 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Gronewold, Rampley, 
Morrison, and Menke. Absent: 
Newton. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. 

May 2001 had a margin of 
$37,988.00; total margins for 
the year through May 31, 2001, 
were $68,815.00; net TIER for 
the year to date was 1.4699. 

Haven D. Vaughn and Paul M. 
Dion will be the cooperative’s 
directors and Ross E. Wear will 
be the cooperative’s alternate 

director to the Soyland Power 
Board of Directors. 

Haven D. Vaughn will be the 
cooperative’s representative and 
Briscoe N. Menke will be the 
cooperative’s alternate rep¬ 
resentative to the NRECA 
meeting to be held on August 2, 
2001, in Springfield, Illinois. 

At the AIEC Annual Meeting 
in Springfield on August 2-3, 
Briscoe N. Menke will be the 
cooperative’s representative 
and Haven D. Vaughn will be the 
alternate representative. 

An ERG loan was approved 
(859-34) for James and Shirley 
Justus for a ground source heat 
pump. 

(Approved minutes are 
available from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 
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President Ross Wear urged the 
members to tell the board of 
directors how they feel about 
the subject of deregulation. 
The Board of Directors are 
relying on member's input to 
help them make their decision. 

Manager Paul Dion addressed 
about 350 attendees on the 
subject of power supply and 
also the pros and cons of cus¬ 
tomer choice. 

Welcome new members: 
Duffy, Thomas F. & Roxanne, 

Burlington 
Durflinger, Todd L. & Wendy L, 

Gladstone 
Kosc, Ivo & Hana, Hamilton 
Little, Todd & Julie, Dallas City 
Norvell, Michael R., Gladstone 

Probst, Sarah, Carthage 
Rosson, Scott O., Sutter 
Short, Jeff, Stronghurst 
Siens Irrigation, Carman 
Trafton, Robin & Douglas Lovell, 

Niota 

Office closing 
WIEC’s offices will be closed September 3rd in 

observance of Labor Day. 
To report an outage 

anytime, please call 
(217) 357-3125. However, 
for billing questions 
or payment 
arrangements, 
please call during 
regular 
office 
hours. 
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Annual meeting prizes 2001 

Gift 
Document bag 

Donor 
Marine Trust Co. of Carthage 

Recipient 
Francis L. Hollon, Plymouth 

$25.00 gift certificate Twaddle Furniture Company Louise Riggens, Carthage 

Gift certificate for one dinner Plum Tree Supper Club James E. Justus, Elvaston 

$20 cash Carolyn Zimmerman Lenora Bunnell, Hamilton 

Six month gift subscription Hancock County Journal Pilot Jon W. Little, Jr, Burnside 

Sharp half pint microwave oven Watts Copy Systems Carol Knoche, Carthage 

Rechargeable safety flashlight United Utility Supply Dow E. Jackson, Carthage 

$25 cash First State Bank of Western IL Norma Neill, West Point 

Five-speed electric mixer Allgeier, Martin & Associates, Inc Delbert Rankin, Lomax 

50' outdoor extension cord & smoke alarm Heintz Electric Company Wayne Bolton, Carthage 

Jacto four-gallon backpack sprayer UAP/Timberland LLC Thomas J. Edmonds, Lomax 

$50 cash Quint-Dryer & Co. PC PA Dorothy Willard, West Point 

16' Oscillating stand fan Fletcher-Reinhardt Company Minnie Huls, Carthage 

Case of 60 watt lightbulbs (48) Gem City Electric Cecil Shipman, Jr, Carthage 

Two pkg. instant gourmet cocoa and 
spare change bank Ridders Business Supply Co. John L. Whitaker, LaHarpe 

Tool box & ‘Flip Grip’ Tool Altec Industries, Inc. Euvon Radel, Nauvoo 

Coffeemaker Electric Lab & Sales Corp. Robert H. Derry, Carthage 

Shirt Peter’s Heating & Air Conditioning John E. Radel, Nauvoo 

$40 gift certificate Peter’s Heating & Air Conditioning Richard Lucie, Basco 

Grand Prize #1 
$100 cash WIEC Constance A. Greenig, LaHarpe 

Grand Prize #2 r 
$100 cash WIEC Charles M. Combites, Blandinsville 

Grand Prize #3 
$100 cash WIEC William Lewis Greenig, LaHarpe 

Grand Prize #4 
$100 cash WIEC Virginia Allison, Carthage 

Grand Prize #5 
$100 cash WIEC Dorothy Johnson, Carthage 
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Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison, RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

Map Location Contest 

Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News. 



Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Join us for Member Appreciation Day 
Please help us celebrate Oc¬ 

tober as cooperative month by 
joining us in the Carthage office 
for Member Appreciation Day on 
October 24th from 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Come in, pay (5621-7) your 
bill, have a drink and some 
cookies. All registered members 
will receive a free gift. It’s a great 
chance to visit with cooperative 
employees and have any ques¬ 
tions answered. 

WIEC is different from other 
utility companies and it is a dif¬ 
ference that we are proud of. We 

are small when compared to the 
other electric companies. Our 
size makes it easier to achieve 
our main goal - to treat our 
members in the same manner 
that we would like to be treated. 

We try to improve the quality 
of life for our members by pro¬ 
viding excellent customer ser¬ 
vice, budget billing, ACH 
transfer, rental security lights 
while still having reliable service. 
In the past, members have re¬ 
quested services such as surge 
suppression, payment by credit 

card and a drive-up box. WIEC 
listened and these programs 
were implemented. 

Another request that the mem¬ 
bers have made was for WIEC to 
have a toll-free telephone num¬ 
ber. We are happy to announce 
that the members can dial toll 
free (800) 576-3125 to report an 
outage, ask a question about 
their bill or ask for wiring advice. 

We invite you to come to 
Member Appreciation Day and 
let us serve you - our members. 

Time to replace that heating system? 
How do you know when it’s 

time to replace your central heat¬ 
ing system? That can be difficult 
to answer precisely because the 
answer depends on a lot of fac¬ 
tors: the age of your present heat 
system, the type of fuel it uses, 
fuel prices and more. But here are 
a few things to keep in mind. 

On average, a heating system 
will last about 25 years, although 
some boilers can last twice that 
long. If you’re not sure how old 
your system is, or how efficiently 
it’s operating, have a licensed 
heating contractor check it out. 
Even if the system is less than 25 
years old, chances are that a heat¬ 
ing system 10 years old or older is 
much less efficient than the newer, 

high-efficiency furnaces. 

If you have an older home with 
a furnace that was originally de¬ 
signed to burn coal and was con¬ 
verted to burn oil or gas, your 
heating system is probably a 
good candidate for replacement. 
These old furnaces are usually 
much less efficient than newer 
systems. The same is true of an 
old gas furnace that uses a pilot 
light, which constantly wastes en¬ 
ergy to burn the pilot light. 

Trade your old unit in for a new 
geothermal furnace. It uses the 
earth’s constant temperature to 
heat and cool your home. It 
doesn’t need a pilot light, so you 
won’t waste fuel. You also won’t 
have to worry about fluctuating 
gas and LP prices during the cold 
winter months. 

Geothermal systems can heat 
and cool your home economi¬ 
cally and efficiently. On average, 
they are twice as efficient as an 
air-to-air heat pump and up to 
three times that of a high effi¬ 
ciency gas furnace. Your contrac¬ 
tor should be able to help you 
determine exactly how much you 
can save in energy costs by re¬ 
placing your existing furnace with 
geothermal. When that efficiency 
is combined with WIEC’s 6-cent 
year-around rate and our ERC 
loan at 5 percent, you can save 
even more. 

Consider electric! It’s the smart 
way to go. 

Source: American Council for 
an Energy-Efficient Economy 
www.aceee.org. 

Call WIEC Tbll-Free • (800) 576-3125 
We Get Our Power From You 
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One of the many groups of kids that have visited the McVeighs. 

(^Railing pumpkins is a family affair 
Every spring at high school 

graduations across the country, 
graduating seniors are advised 
to find a job in a field they love 
so it won’t seem like work. WIEC 
members, Rick and Debbie 
McVeigh of Hamilton, have been 
doing just that for the past 15 
years. 

The McVeighs sell pumpkins. 
They plant about four acres each 
year in pumpkins, keep their fin¬ 
gers crossed, and hope for a 
good crop. It takes a lot of per¬ 
sonal attention to insure that it 
happens. Seed is usually planted 
on June 20th. Although, this year 
Rick said something told him to 
plant on June 9th and he did as 
he was told. He’s curious to see 
how this year’s crop comes out. 

To help ease the back break¬ 
ing labor, the McVeighs have 
adapted an old Allis-Chalmer 
planter to help with planting. Rick 
(959-27) filled the planting plates 
of the planter with an epoxy, then 

drilled out a hole that would hold 
the pumpkin seed until the plate 
released it into the soil. Even with 
this planter, part of the patch is 
still planted by hand. 

“We enjoy the 
kids and the 

looks on their 
faces.” 

Mrs. June McVeigh, Rick's 
mother, holds a baby pig 
for the kids to pet. 

This year, Rick said 
that part of the patch had 
to be replanted three 
times. It seems that a cer¬ 
tain flock of birds 
thought the newly 
planted seeds were their per¬ 

sonal luncheon buffet. After the 
third time, the birds must have 
been full, because the seeds 
stayed in the ground. 

Once the pumpkinseeds are 

(Continued on pg. 16c) 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ OCTOBER 2001 



(Continued from pg. 16 b) 
planted and germinated, they 
require constant hoeing and 
weeding. Weeds can rob pump¬ 
kin plants of the precious water 
and nutrients from the soil. The 
plants are sprayed weekly for 
beetles. These beetles spread 
wilt disease which, if not kept in 
check, can damage the entire 
patch. Around September 1st, the 
pumpkins must be turned weekly 
to ensure the uniform orange 
color and keep the pumpkins 
from rotting. 

With all this maintenance, it’s 
a good thing that the McVeigh 
Pumpkin Patch is a family affair. 
Debbie and Rick take care of the 
hoeing and planting. Grandson 
Cody also helps out with the 
weeding and helps Rick with 
whatever needs to be done. Rick 
says with pride, “My Mom is my 
best salesman. She is out there 
everyday taking the money and 
talking with the people.” She 
also is responsible for the turning 
of the pumpkins. 

Why would a family go to so 
much work? Rick says, “I’m not 

Take 
The power take-off (PTO) is a 

powerful and commonly used 
item on today’s farm. Like many 
farm machines, a PTO can be a 
useful tool. Used in the right way, 
a PTO transfers power from a 
tractor to other implements and 
can safely generate power for 
augers, mowers, choppers, and 
other implements. Used in the 
wrong way, it can maim or kill. In 
Minnesota alone, PTOs have 
killed more than a dozen people 
and maimed hundreds of others 
in the past ten years. According 
to a study completed in 1997, 
more than one-third of all fatal 
farm injuries to children up to 19 
years old were due to machin¬ 
ery; children from the ages of five 
to nine are the most likely to die 
in machine-related incidents. 
PTOs turn at speeds of nine or 

that everyone 
has a great 
time. Groups 
from 
Carthage to 
Ft. Madison 
have been 
spoiled by 
the 
McVeighs. 
Each group 
gets to ride 
around the 
farm on a wagon. They get to 
pet a baby pig, as the McVeighs 
also are hog and grain farmers. 
There are chickens on the farm 
and also large goldfish to feed in 
their ornamental pond in their 
yard. Each child can pick out a 
pumpkin to take home. 

McVeigh’s Pumpkin Patch is 
open to the public and sells 

able as well. In 
the past, there 
have been 
some in the 75- 
100 pound 
range. This 
year, the 
McVeigh also 
planted Indian 
corn, gourds, 
decorative 
squash, and 
tiny white and 

orange pumpkins. There is 
something for everyone. 

Rick and Debbie McVeigh 
know exactly what they are do¬ 
ing and they love doing it. They 
grow pumpkins. Why? It’s not for 
the money. It’s because they en¬ 
joy seeing the children’s happy 
faces. 

Rick McVeigh calls grandson Cody 
"his best buddy." 

in this for the money. We enjoy 
the kids and the looks on their 
faces.” Each year six to eight 
groups of kids come out to the 
patch for a 
field trip, and 
the McVeighs 
make sure 

pumpkins from the last week in 
September until Halloween. 
Pumpkins are sold by size with 
the smaller $2 and $3 size being 

the most popu¬ 
lar. However, 
larger pump¬ 
kins are avail¬ 

care around the 
16 rotations per second—a rate 
of speed that makes the PTO 
very dangerous. If you get en¬ 
tangled in a PTO, you’re caught 
before you can react. 
A few simple rules could help 
prevent you or your family mem¬ 
bers from being hurt by a PTO: 
• Wear close fitting clothing. 

Avoid wearing sweatshirts 
with drawstrings and baggy 
or torn clothes. Tie back 
long hair. 

• Be sure PTO shields are in 
place and in good condi¬ 
tion. 

• Start and stop the PTO only 
when you’re sitting in the 
tractor seat. 

• Walk around the tractor, 
never stepping over a rotat¬ 
ing PTO. 

OCTOBER 2001 ■ 

PTO 
Young children can be ex¬ 

tremely curious and have little 
fear in situations where caution 
should be used. The spinning of 
an unshielded PTO may attract 
children’s attention. It is impor¬ 
tant that they be kept at a safe 
distance. 

Older youngsters are often 
asked to help out around the 
farm. Parents must be careful su¬ 
pervisors of novice machine op¬ 
erators, and provide proper 
training and positive reinforce¬ 
ment. Remember that children 
often follow the work habits of 
adults, whether those habits are 
positive or negative. So set a 
good example by operating your 
PTO with extra care. 

Source: Farm Safety 4 Just 
Kidswww.fs4jk.org. 
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Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours 
to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 

Briscoe N.Menke— 

President, Carthage 

Ross E. Wear— 

Vice President, Carthage 

RobGronewold— 

Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison— 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton— 

Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley—Director, 

Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 

four member's map location 

numbers in the newsletter. If 

you find your map location 

number call the WIEC office by 

the 25th of the following 

month, tell us where it is and 

we will give you a $10.00 bill 

credit. Keep on reading the 

WIEC News.   
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Last Meeting 

Summary off 
Board Meeting - 
July 26, 2001 

Directors present: Menke, 

Wear, Gronewold, Morrison, 

Vaughn, Newton, and Rampley. 

Also present: Dion and Hartzell. 

New board president Briscoe 

Menke thanked board member 

Ross Wear for his leadership 

and for serving as president of 

the co-op for seven years. 

A deficit for the month of 

June, 2001, was in the amount 

of $3,943; total margins for the 

year as of June 30, 2001, were 

$64,872. 

Briscoe N. Menke will be the 

cooperative’s representative and 

Haven D. Vaughn will be the 

cooperative’s alternate represen¬ 

tative to the NRECA Region Five 

meeting. 

Haven D. Vaughn will be the 

cooperative’s representative and 

Briscoe N. Menke will be the 

cooperative’s alternate represen¬ 

tative to the CFC District Five 

meeting. 

An ERC loan to Gerald Johnson 

for a ground source heat pump 

was approved. 

An ERC loan to Kenneth 

Schuster II for a ground source 

heat pump was approved pending 

proof of ownership of the real es¬ 

tate where the ground source heat 

pump (6610-39) will be installed. 

(Approved minutes are available 

from the WIEC office. Regular 

board meetings are held on the 

fourth Thursday of each month at 

the WIEC office.) 

Low Income Energy Assistance 
If you need financial assis¬ 

tance to pay your electric bill, 

you may be eligible to partici¬ 

pate in the Low Income Home 

Energy Assistance Program 

(□HEAR) The program begins 

on September 1, 2001 for 

households that have elderly or 

disabled persons, or have been 

disconnected. Applications for 

all others will be accepted start¬ 

ing November 1, 2001. Appli¬ 

cants must call for an 

appointment and bring proof of 

income for the last 30 days, 

their most recent electric bill 

and Social (10532-23-1) Secu¬ 

rity Numbers for all in the 

household. For more details 

contact the following: 

Members in Hancock, 

Henderson and McDonough 

Counties: 

Western Illinois Regional Council 

223 S. Randolph 

Macomb IL 61455 

(309) 837- 2997 

Members in Adams County: 

Two Rivers Regional Council 

4th & State 

Quincy, IL 62301 

(217) 224-8171 

In addition, members may 

also find help from: The Salva¬ 

tion Army, Township supervisors, 

The Veteran’s Administration and 

area churches. 

Welcome new members: 
Bate, R J., Burlington 

Bollin, Kendall, Bowen 

Burlington Model Railroad Engineers 

Society, Gladstone 

Cunningham, Shelly M. & John S., 

Carthage 

Galbraith, Blanche B., Stronghurst 

Griffith, Jerry L., Carthage 

Hernandez, Julie, Carthage 

Hill, Eric & Cheyanna, Augusta 

Hoffman, Danny R., Fiatt 

Kaup, Tiffany & Frankie Cooper, 

Stronghurst 

Ralph, Christopher J., Nauvoo 

Sterne, Jennifer, Nauvoo 

Stewart, Kathryn A. & Jonathan E., 

Carthage 

Taylor, William & Deborah S., Hamilton 

Utter, Greg, Stronghurst 

Wyatt, Robert, Lomax 
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From the Manager: 

Deregulation of 

the electric indus¬ 

try or customer 

choice, as it is 

sometimes called, has been in the 

news for many months. Good or 

bad, customer choice has started in 

Illinois. The larger non-residential 

customers have been able to 

choose their energy supplier since 

October 1999. By May 2002, all 

residential customers of public utili¬ 

ties, such as AmerenCIPS and Illi¬ 

nois Power, will be able to choose 

who their energy supplier will be. 

The decision to enter the deregula¬ 

tion market has been left up to each 

individual cooperative. What does 

this mean to members of Western 

Illinois Electrical Coop.? 

The concept of deregulation is 

quite simple. The theory is that 

competition will drive prices down. 

It works for grocery stores, so why 

doesn’t it work with electricity? Cali¬ 

fornia was the testing ground for 

this concept and found that even 

though it seems simple, it is hard to 

put into practice. The legislators of 

California had their constituent’s 

best interests in heart, yet failed to 

take into consideration such factors 

as increased usage or planned 

shutdown of power plants for main¬ 

tenance that alter the balance be¬ 

tween supply and demand. 

In Pennsylvania, legislators also 

had their voter’s best interest in 

mind when they drafted their cus¬ 

tomer choice law. It has been 

around for two years, yet only one 

out of 10 residential customers 

have made the switch and they 

have yet to experience any savings 

in their electric bill. Most of the com¬ 

petition for customers has been in 

the metropolitan areas of Philadel¬ 

phia and Pittsburgh. These are 

densely populated areas with large 

industrial sections. None of the 

suppliers who participated wanted 

to sell in the rural areas where co¬ 

operatives supplied the electricity 

because there wasn’t enough in¬ 

dustry or population to bring them 

the profits they desire. Since de¬ 

regulation began, many of the origi¬ 

nal 100 alternative power suppliers 

have left the state. Those that are 

left are charging more for power 

than the original suppliers were. 

As of January 1, 2000, Ohio 

joined the ranks of the deregulated 

states. On the website, 

www.OhionElectricChoice.com, 

twenty-four suppliers are listed to 

sell electricity. During a sampling of 

those suppliers, only one would 

(Continued on page 16b) 

Putting the brakes 
on deregulation 

Here’s a snapshot of deregulated 
markets and proposals across the 
country. Alabama: Deregulation de¬ 
layed indefinitely. Arkansas: Law¬ 
makers delay deregulation to at least 
October 2003. Florida: Top regulator 

says there is no need for proposed 
deregulation. California: State cre¬ 

ates power authority to remedy 
power crisis. Georgia: Lawmakers 

adopt cautious approach. Idaho: 
Legislative panel finds deregulation 

would raise rates. Illinois: Lack of 
competition cited. Indiana: Utilities, 

consumer groups oppose proposed 

deregulation. Iowa: Legislature 

adopts cautious approach. Ken¬ 
tucky: Deregulation understudy. 
Louisiana: Advisors recommend 

regulators delay deregulation. 
Maine: Utility CEO says deregulated 
market not working. Minnesota: 

Half of the U.S., 
including South 
Carolina, has 
put the brakes 
on deregulation 
and awaits the 
outcomes of 
experiments in 
states that have 
passed deregulation 
laws. 

Governor supports keeping existing 

regulated structure. Mississippi: Regu¬ 

lators conclude deregulation not benefi¬ 

cial to consumers. Nevada: Lawmakers 
reject deregulation indefinitely. New 
Mexico: Senate passes delay of start 

date to 2007. North Carolina: Legisla¬ 

ture rejects special commission’s de¬ 
regulation plan. North Dakota: 
Deregulation under study. Ohio: Lack of 

competition cited. Oklahoma: Attorney 

general asks for repeal of July 2002 start 

date. Pennsylvania: Lack of choice 

Deregulated States 

H Regulated States 

cited, none in areas served by co-ops. 

Texas: Advisors warn that flawed 
deregulation could undermine com¬ 
petition. South Dakota: Regulators 

conclude deregulation would raise 

rates. Virginia: Ten furniture compa¬ 

nies seek delay so impact can be 

studied. Wisconsin: Legislation 
slows as lawmakers adopt cautious 
approach. 

Source: Energy Information Admin¬ 
istration, Wire Reports, March 2001. 

Call WIEC toll-free fSOOf 576-3125 
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(Continued from page 16a) 

give an actual price quote. The oth¬ 
ers were not accepting new ac¬ 
counts, their phone had been 

disconnected or they weren’t ac¬ 
cepting cooperative customers. All 
24 Ohio electric cooperatives have 

decided not to opt in at this time. 

They are waiting and watching to 

see what is in the best interest of 
their members. 

Other states that were consider¬ 
ing customer choice are also taking 

a wait and see attitude to determine 

what is best for their state. Other 

states have rejected deregulation 

completely. Debates within each 
state will continue with everyone 
watching, from consumers to the 

federal government to Wall Street. 
In 1997, the Illinois Electric Ser¬ 

vice Customer Choice Rate and 
Relief Law was passed. Our legisla¬ 
tors also had their constituents in 
mind when they drafted this law. 

One difference is that this bill 

realized that cooperatives were 
different than the investor-owned 

companies. Our lawmakers 

realized that and gave each board 
of directors the power to choose 
whether customer choice is right for 
their members. 

What would deregulation mean for 

WIEC members? Before May 2002, 

your board of directors must make a 
choice whether to enter the customer 
choice market. There are several fac¬ 
tors that we must consider. 

The first factor, and the most im¬ 
portant one, is determining what is 
in the best interest of our members. 
If we choose to enter that market, 
will it truly allow our members to 

have lower costs? You must re¬ 

member the only part of your power 

bill that is subject to deregulation is 

the cost of power or the generation 

charge. Currently the price we 

charge our members for the first 

2,000 kWh used is 12 cents, of 

which the energy is approximately 

three cents of that twelve. The bal¬ 

ance remaining, or nine cents, is for 

the fixed costs, the transmission 

charge, and the delivery charge. It 
is only the generation charge, the 
three cents, that is subject to de¬ 
regulation. The fixed costs, the 

transmission charge, and delivery 

charge, or the nine cents, will still 
be the responsibility of WIEC. If 
one of our members would choose 
another power supplier and after 

these types of charges, would still 

have a lower electric bill in the 
long run, we would be the first to 

say yes to customer choice. How¬ 
ever, it isn’t that simple. What if the 

same thing that happened in 

Pennsylvania happened here? 
What if no one wanted to serve our 

members? If it hasn’t happened in 
Ohio or Pennsylvania, why would it 
happen here? Remember - mem¬ 

bers will see savings only if some¬ 
one else wants to sell them 
electricity. Sixty years ago, WIEC 

was founded because the larger 

electric companies would not serve 
the rural areas, because they could 
not make the profits that their stock¬ 

holders demanded. 
Another factor is that to enter 

the deregulation market, WIEC 
would have many additional costs. 

We would need to update our com¬ 
puter system to alter our bills to 
show the unbundled charges-such 

as transmission, delivery charge 

and the generation charge sepa¬ 
rately. Showing these unbundled 
charges would take a different 
method of billing and would mean 
additional postage and handling 

charges. We would be subject to a 
different tax structure and also 
have additional costs for collecting, 
recording and paying these taxes. 

Unfortunately, all these costs must 

be passed on to our members. By 

allowing customer choice, your 

electric bill from WIEC might actu¬ 

ally raise. 

Now your Board of Directors 

has a job to do - a decision to 

make. Will entering into the cus¬ 
tomer choice market be in the best 

interest of WIEC? Will there be 

someone else willing to serve 

WIEC members? When combined 
with the fixed costs, the transmis¬ 
sion charge and delivery charge, 
will it still be at a cheaper price than 

WIEC currently charges? Will that 

same power company be around 
next year to continue to serve their 

customers or will they take off and 
leave? Should WIEC make the in¬ 

vestment in the new computers and 

software necessary to handle the 

additional paperwork that opting 
into customer choice will create? 
These are just some of the ques¬ 

tions that face the board of direc¬ 

tors. 
Over the last few years at Annual 

Meetings, Goal Committee Meet¬ 
ings and Member Appreciation 

Days, we asked our members what 
they think about customer choice. 
An overwhelming majority of those 

we talked to asked us to leave 
things they way they are. They do 
not want WIEC to participate in de¬ 

regulation. They are happy with the 
way things are. We’ve heard their 

complaints about what happened 
with the phone company when they 
went through deregulation- the 

phone calls, the horrible service, the 
complicated phone bills- and they 
don’t want it to happen with their 
electric company too. 

It is for these reasons our board 

of directors are considering not en¬ 
tering the customer choice market. 
As the manager and also a member 
of WIEC, I would agree with them. 
At this time, opting into deregulation 

would not be in the best interest of 
the members of WIEC. There are 
too many unknowns that would put 
our members at risk. There are too 

many costs associated with deregu¬ 

lation that would jeopardize our cur¬ 

rent stable electricity rate. 

However, this does not mean 

that the door is permanently closed 

to customer choice. This is an im¬ 

portant topic and one that will get a 

lot of the board of directors’ atten¬ 
tion in the future. I trust them to make 

the right choice and I hope you do too. 

OFFICE CLOSINGS 
WIEC offices will be closed November 12, 2001 in observance of Veterans Day. 

WIEC offices will be closed November 22,2001 in observance of Thanksgiving Day. 
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A Nauvoo couple has eight magic acres 
In 1984, Julie and Steve Weber 

of Nauvoo had eight acres of land 
that they weren’t quite sure what to 
do with. It was too hilly for row 
crops and wasn’t quite right for pas¬ 
ture. So, the Webers decided to try 
their hand at Christmas trees. Now, 
17 years later, they realize that it 
was an excellent decision. Over the 
years, they have sold over 5,000 
Christmas and ornamental trees. 

With help from the state forestry 
department, other growers, and trial 
and error, the Webers harvested 
their first trees in 1990. They grow 
white pine, Scotch pine, blue 
spruce and several varieties of fir. 
They sell about 500 trees annually. 
It takes about seven years for a tree 
to mature enough to become a 
Christmas memory. During those 
seven years, there is a lot of back 
breaking labor involved. 

The Webers, WIEC members 
since 1976, annually hand plant 
between 800-1,000 seedlings. After 
the first year, the trees grow about 
one foot per year. They must be 
inspected each year for insects 
such as bagworms and saw fly 
larva. Bagworms are manually 
picked off each tree and burned. All 
eight acres of land must be mowed 
during the summer to keep the 
trees accessible and weed free. 

The trees produce growths 
called candles, which are manually 
trimmed with a long knife. Each tree 
must be trimmed annually to 
achieve the desired Christmas tree 
shape. The pines must be trimmed 
during the month of June while the 
weather is still cool. If the weather 
gets hot early, the window for trim¬ 
ming these trees is reduced. Julie 
reveals, “I’ve learned to dread 
June!” The spruces and firs are 
trimmed during the months of Au¬ 
gust and September. If these trees 
are trimmed too early, they will re¬ 
sume growing. 

Deer and rabbits see the trees 
as food and can do a lot of dam¬ 
age. Also, birds can be harmful to 
the trees, especially seedlings. 
When birds take off, the force of 
leaving can cause the tops of the 

trees to break and 
force the tree to grow 
crooked. 

The Webers open 
their Christmas Tree 
farm starting the first 
weekend in Novem¬ 
ber and sell 
Thursday 
through Monday 
during daylight 
hours. Other 
hours are avail¬ 
able by appoint¬ 
ment. Customers 
can pick out the 
tree of their 
dreams and ei¬ 
ther cut it down 
themselves or let 
Steve do it. Al¬ 
though the Webers claim they 
haven’t had a wedding at their tree 
farm yet, they think there almost 
was a divorce! “We enjoy watching 
people shop. Everyone has their 
own way of shopping,” says Steve. 
The Webers invite customers to 
come to the farm before the (6814- 
62) cold weather arrives and tag 
the tree of their choice. After a 
quick phone call to the Webers, that 
tree will be ready to be picked up 
closer to Christmas. Picking out a 
Christmas tree can turn into a great 
family experience with lots of fresh 
air and exercise. 

Each tree comes with it’s own 
care instructions. The Webers say 
that freshly cut trees tend to keep 
their needles longer, plus the fra¬ 
grant aroma of a fresh cut tree is an 
added bonus. The secret to keep¬ 
ing a tree fresh is to never let it go 
without water. If this happens, the 
tree produces sap that will close off 
its ability to take in fresh water. The 
result is a dry, crispy tree, with a 
pile of needles on the floor. 

Steve and Julie also keep a 
measuring stick close at hand, be¬ 
cause trees always look smaller 
outside. Customers are warned not 
to pick out their tree from the road, 
because the trees have a tendency 
to look smaller from the car. Each 
cut Christmas tree is $15, no matter 

Top photo: Steve and Julie Weber ex¬ 
tend an invitation to visit their tree farm. 
Left photo: Steve shows the knife and 
the motion necessary to remove the 
candles from the tree. 
Bottom photo: Candles adorn this 
Scotch Pine. 

the size or type. There are other 
less perfect trees available at a dis¬ 
counted price that would be perfect 
for someone who likes to make 
their own wreaths or roping for 
decorating. 

The Webers are one of few 
growers in the area that sell living 
Christmas trees. Living trees are 
dug with the root ball kept in tact. 
They are used as Christmas trees, 
saved, and replanted as soon after 
Christmas as possible in the 
customer’s yard. They are a great 
way to landscape a yard. These 
trees are very popular because it’s 
a great way to commemorate a 
special Christmas, such as baby’s 
first Christmas or a family’s first 
Christmas in a new home. Living 
Christmas trees can only be kept 
inside ten days. If they are kept 
longer, the tree will begin growing 
again, and will die once it is taken 
outside. These trees can weigh up 
to 100-150 pounds, so customers 

(Continued on page 16d) 

The Webers address is 2006 N. County Rd. 1000, Nauvoo, IL. They are located on the 
Connable blacktop 6 1/2 miles north of US Highway 136 or 4 miles south of Highway 96. 

Call for an appointment at (217) 453-2523. 

NOVEMBER 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Western Illinois Electrical Coop. • Your electric company • W
estern Illinois Electrical Coop. • Your electric company 

• W
estern Illinois Electrical Coop. 

(Continued from page 16c) 
need to make sure they have help 
getting the tree into their home. 

Besides selling trees for the holi¬ 
days, the Webers also have a sec¬ 
tion of white pine and blue spruce 
trees for ornamental purposes. The 
best time to buy these trees is early 
spring or late fall. These trees need 
to be in their dormant state to be 
replanted, although they can be 

tagged anytime for replanting later. 
These trees are dug by hand and 
also come with instructions to help 
the customers when they get the 
tree home. Prices vary according to 
size and type. Please call ahead for 
an appointment to ensure that the 
Webers will be available. 

Steve and Julie Weber issue an 
invitation to come and visit their 

tree farm. Whether you want one of 
their freshly cut Christmas trees, a 
living Christmas tree or a landscap¬ 
ing tree, the Webers will do their 
best to make you feel welcome and 
help you pick out a beautiful tree. 

Who knew 17 years ago that 
those eight little acres would make 
such an impact on so many Christ¬ 
mases? 

Students encouraged to apply for 
2002IEC Memorial Scholarship 

Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop manager, 
Paul M. Dion, has an¬ 
nounced that for the sev¬ 
enth consecutive year 
the Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives will award 
$1,000 academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors 
The (7726-5) four scholar¬ 
ships are being awarded 
through the Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Schol¬ 
arship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of 
Illinois are eligible to participate in 
the program. Three of the four 
scholarships will be awarded to the 

child of an electric coop¬ 
erative member. The 
other $1,000 award will 
go to the child of an 
electric cooperative di¬ 

rector or employee. Dead¬ 
line for applications to be 

returned to the cooperative 
is January 1, 2002. 

“The purpose of the schol¬ 
arship program is to assist 

electric cooperative youth while 
honoring past rural electric leaders 
through memorial gifts,” said Co¬ 
operative Manager Paul M. Dion. 
“Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
and the other Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives want to make a difference 
in their communities. One of the 

best ways we can do that is by lend¬ 
ing a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, work 
and volunteer experience, school 
and civic activities, and a short es¬ 
say, which demonstrates their 
knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
program was established in 1994 
by the board of directors of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives. For further information on 
the IEC Memorial Scholarship Pro¬ 
gram, contact Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop, at (800) 576-3125, or 
ask your high school guidance 
counselor. (657-7) 

12 volt rocket launcher wins at 4-H fair 
This year’s winner of the WIEC 

“Best over-all electricity” at the 4-H 
Fair was Connor Farris of 
(7820-59) Hamilton. Connor took 
his project to the State Fair and re¬ 
ceived a Superior Rating. Below is 
an essay Connor wrote about his 
project we thought we would share 
with our members. Congratulations, 
Connor! 

My best 4-H project this year was 
the rocket launcher I made for my 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 
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electricity project. Not only did I win 
a blue ribbon, best in class, state fair, 
and best overall at 
county; I won a supe¬ 
rior rating at the state 
fair. I am hoping to get 
to go back to Spring- 
field to meet with the 
state legislature again 
this year. My project 
was cool because it 
wasn’t your usual 
launcher. It had a 
built-in timer that 
timed the countdown 
of the rocket. It had a 
photo eye built into it to see if the 
rocket was actually there. It also had 
a safety key. It took 12 volts to run. 
Some of the things it was made with 
were just stuff we had around the 
house. Some of it was from Radio 
Shack. I made the box out of wood 
and covered it with duct tape. My 
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parents thought I shouldn’t do that, 
but at state fair, they said it was a 

good idea because it 
made it waterproof. I 
never thought about that. 
I just like using duct tape. 

I am interested in 
electricity because my 
dad does that kind of 
work. We have made ra¬ 
dios and other kinds of 
circuit work together. He 
has gotten me kits in the 
past. 

I liked everything 
about this project. I liked 

working with my dad, and putting my 
ideas into real life and watching 
them work. I like to go to places like 
the St. Louis Science Center and the 
Museum of Science and Industry, 
and I learn a lot when I see how the 
machines work at Metzler where my 
dad works. 
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A star fi,led Christmas Eve 
will guarantee good crops 
next summer. 

gj Snow on Christmas Eve 
means a green Easter. 

Burn old shoes on 

Christmas Day and 
prevent misfortune in 
the coming year. 

The gates of Heaven are 

open on Christmas Eve; 
if you die, then you’ll go 
straight to Heaven. 

gij For a year of good health, eat 

an apple on Christmas Eve. 

gj Don’t refuse a mince pie 
on Christmas Eve or you’ll 
have bad luck on Christmas 
(9622-11-25-1) Day. 

It is hugely unlucky to send 
carolers away empty-handed. 

It is considered unlucky 

to toil at tasks other than 
those that must be done 
(such as feed livestock) 
on Christmas Day. 

gj If Christmas pudding is on 

the menu, then all present 
must take part in stirring it if 
the household is to prosper. 
Traditionally, one has to stir 
the mixture at least three 
times, seeing the bottom of 
the pot each time. Unmarried 
girls who forget to give the 
pudding its requisite stirs 
might as well forget about 
finding a husband in the 
upcoming year. (9429-12-1) 

Eat plum pudding on 

Christmas and avoid losing 
a friend before next Christmas. 

E3 A blowing wind on Christ¬ 
mas Day brings good luck. 

E3 Wearing new shoes on 
Christmas Day will bring 
bad luck. 

We wish you a 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
board of directors and employees 
wish you and yours a joyous holiday 
season. As a small way to celebrate 
the holidays, we are putting eight 
map locations numbers in this issue. 
Happy Holidays! 

WIEC will be closed at Noon on De¬ 
cember 24th and reopen on Decem¬ 
ber 26th. The office will also close at 
(4936-35) Noon on December 31st 

and reopen on January 2nd. 

Need 
a gift idea? 

WIEC gift certificates come 
in any size and always are 
appreciated! Give the gift 
of light this holiday season. 

We Get Our Power From You 
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SafetiwEair - poofl 
On October 12th fifth graders came to Carthage 

to learn how to live smart, keep safe yet have 
fun. For the seventh year in a row, Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop, sponsored the Safety Fair. Here 
is the day in pictures: 

The importance of using life jackets was the main 
topic in Conservation Officer Mike Schell's presen¬ 
tation. This student's jacket fits her just right. 

Maria Hopp, 9-1-1 coordinator for Hancock County, had packets 
of information to give the kids. She reminded them that 9-1-1 is 
for emergencies only - help with homework is not an emergency. 

The kids listen and watch Kyle Finley's Live 
Line Demo. Kyle shows the kids the power 
of electricity by popping balloons and frying 
hot dogs. 

Craig Medus of the Fulton 
County Sheriff's Department 
brought their roll over machine. 
This machine demonstrates the 
important of wearing seat belts. 
Officer Medus told the kids of 
instances where people did not 
wear belts and had fatal results. 

The Carthage Clipper Fire Department 
brought a Smoke House. Many students had 
already been through the house, but it's a 
great reminder of what they should do in an 
(9532-6-1) emergency. 

Bicycle safety was discussed by State Trooper Todd 
Teel. He explained the importance of wearing 
bright colors and making sure bikes have reflec¬ 
tors so they can be seen at night. 

CRAW. 10W * SMOKE 
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This student tries on the protective gloves worn by WIEC line¬ 
men. The children got a hands-on view of the equipment 
used to protect WIEC employees from receiving an electric 
shock while working on the lines. A few students even told us 
that they wanted to be a lineman when they grow upl 

Rick White, 
paramedic with 
Memorial Hos¬ 
pital, brought 
an ambulance 
for the kids to 
explore. Hope¬ 
fully, if they 
ever have to 
ride in one, it 
won't seem so 
scary. 

Teachers are an important part of the 
Safety Fair. Janice Bruch, Southern Jr. 
High, is one of the many teachers 
who comes every year, sees the same 
presentations, and still keeps smiling. 

Joanna Graham, of the Hancock County 
Health Dept., gave a presentation dealing 
with medicine that can look like candy. She 
stressed the importance of never telling little 
ones that it's candy in order to get them 
to take their medicine. It could have tragic 

consequences. 

On October 12th, students 
across the nation were asked 
to stop at 1:00 p.m. and 
stand and say the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Our students 
took part in this national ob¬ 

servance. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 
(800) 576-3125 

Board of directors 
Briscoe N. Menke — 
President, Carthage 

Ross E. Wear — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley 
Sutter 

Director, 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
eight member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep oareading the 
WIEC News. 994^Ljf 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board 
Meeting- 

August 23, 2001 

Directors present: Menke, Wear, 
Gronewold, Morrison, Vaughn, and 
Newton. Absent: Rampley. Also 
present: Dion & Hartzell. 

July 2001 had a margin of 
$43,295.00; total margins for 
the year through July 31, 2001, 
were $108,167.00; net TIER for 
the year to date was 1.5465. 

October 12, 2001, will be the 
Safety Fair and October 24, 2001, 
will be Member -Appreciation Day. 
The Goals Committee Meetings 
(363-10) will be in November. 

The cooperative now has a 
toll free telephone number - 
(800) 576-3125. 

Early retirement of (4514-3) 
capital credits were approved for 
the William J. Metternich Estate. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 

Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 

Summary of Board 
Meeting- 

September 27, 2001 

Directors present: Menke, Wear, 
Vaughn, Rampley, Morrison, New¬ 
ton, and Gronewold. Also present: 
Dion (8530-58) & Hartzell. 

August 2001 had a margin of 
$65,064.00; total margins for the 
year through August 31,2001, 
were $173,232.00. 

November board meeting date 
was rescheduled to Tuesday, 
November 27, 2001, at 7:00 p.m. 

A policy on use of the Internet 
was approved. 

ERC loans for ground source 
heat pumps were approved for 
Richard and Nancy Lucie and 
Matthew and Robin Runge. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Jerry 
LaVelle was approved. 

(Approved minutes are available 
(283-23) from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

Welcome new members in 
August: 

Casady, Paul T. & Debra S., Warsaw 
Citizens Communications, 

Monmouth 
Harmon, Timothy D., Stronghurst 

Huls, Sid J. & Kristin R. Menn, Basco 
Huston, Rosie, Warsaw 

Krow, Kenneth J., Lomax 
LaVelle, Judy, Niota 

Link, Daniel F. & Catherine Gadbaw, 
Carman 

Mathewson, Randy, Niota 
Norco Pipeline Company, 

Emmaus, PA 
Schafer, Tom & Angela, Hamilton 

Shacklett, Neil W. & Amy M., Warsaw 
Vancil, Arbry & Sherri, Stronghurst 

Voorhis, Leslie E. & Melissa D., 
Loraine 

Waner, Lucas & Kelly Moon, Bowen 
Watkins, Joe & Lynn, Bowen 
Wyatt, Douglas A., Lomax 
Zenk, Jason R., Hamilton 

September: 
Bergmann, Ryan & Amy, Carthage 

Bigger, Michael, Stronghurst 
Brown, Steven K. & Jean M., Nauvoo 

Cole, Jeremy K. & Tera B., Ferris 
Gilpin, Sherrill Y. & Ernie M., 

Dallas City 
Gutowski, Gary A. & Vicki J., 

Dallas City 
Hartman, Marie C., Stronghurst 

Monroe, Chad & Penny McMillan, 
Macomb 

Reeves, C. Richard, Colchester 
Rowland, Monte, Bowen 

Schmitz Farms By Edward Schmitz, 
Nauvoo 

Shoemaker, Justice & Angela Steward, 
LaHarpe 

Spencer, James, West Point 
Strothoff, Steve K. & Kim K., Bowen 
Vanderlip, Cheri & Sharon Herriman, 

Niota 
Wolfarth, Sandra L., Lomax 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 2001 


