
2001 “Youth to WaskuUjtoiY’ Tour 

has an interest in government 
and would like to participate in the 
tour, please contact the cooperative as 
soon as possible. The cost of the tour 
to you the member is $850. This cost 
includes all travel, lodging, meals and 
tickets. Souvenirs and incidental items 
will be the only participants’ expenses. 

The “Youth to Washington” tour is 
recognized as one of the best youth 
tours of Washington, D.C. The tour is 
well-organized with good chaperones 
and is a bargain. Participants will see 

monuments and memori¬ 
als, visit historical places and govern¬ 
ment offices and meet Illinois 
Congressmen and Senators and their 
staffs. Several fun and exciting activi¬ 
ties are scheduled, and your student 
will meet others from across the na¬ 
tion. 

For more information, return the 
information sheet below or contact the 
cooperative office. 

Does your high school junior or se¬ 
nior have an interest in govern¬ 

ment and American history? Every 
June the electric and telephone coop¬ 
eratives in Illinois sponsor a group of 
young people to Washington, D.C. on 
the “Youth to Washington” program. 
During a full week in the nation’s capi¬ 
tal, these students get an up-close look 
at democracy in action and 
get to meet with their 
downstate Illinois Con¬ 
gressmen. 

Since 1957 hun¬ 
dreds of future leaders 
have been introduced to 
government and the leg¬ 
islative process through this program. 
Many alumni of the program have gone 
on to leadership positions in our com¬ 
munities and government. Two current 
members of the Illinois General As¬ 
sembly, State Representatives Tom 
Ryder and Art Tenhouse, are past 
members of the tour. 

Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has made the tour available to 
high school junior and senior children 
of members. If your son or daughter 

| 2001 "Youth to Washington" Tour • June 15-22,2001 | 
| Student’s Name     

Parent/Guardian    

| Address    

| City ZIP   I 

| Phone#    I 
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From Larry Lingle, Director 
of Operations and Maintenance 

Part of the; bwirty of Southern/ PllutoU 

COM/oho tead/toproblems... 

The wind blows and limbs rub 
against the electric lines (three blinks 

and they’re out). Limbs break; trees fall 
onto lines causing a fuse to blow or a 
breaker to trip. Tree related problems are 
the primary reason for outages on our 
system. Many tree related outages can be 
avoided by identifying problem areas 
and applying the appropriate treatment. 
With over 2000 miles of distribution 
lines, vegetation on rights-of-way is a 
continuing problem. These lines are 
constructed on all types of terrain found 
in southern Illinois. Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative presently uses a 
variety of techniques to keep rights-of- 
way manageable. Trimming crews clear 
existing lines and prune only where nec¬ 
essary. Pruning is a temporary measure, 
but the use of proper techniques can 
reduce and direct regrowth away from 
the conductors. The use of improper 
techniques can stimulate regrowth and 
provide only short-term results. 

The Cooperative also operates a 
hydra-ax crew. This mechanical measure 
can be utilized very effectively in areas of 

cross country rights-of-way. In addition to its 
own crews, the Cooperative has used con¬ 
tracted forestry crews. Currently, three crews 
are being used. The Cooperative does not 
have an employee whose sole job is to go 
ahead of the crew and inventory the system 
for right-of-way maintenance requirements. 
The individual crews make their own judge¬ 
ments as to what is required. Also, the crews 
sometime must talk with landowners to in¬ 
form them why the Cooperative is clearing the 
lines or to obtain permission to do some cut¬ 
ting. The Cooperative receives many indi¬ 
vidual tree trimming/cutting requests from its 
members. Unfortunately, all requests cannot 
be acknowledged in as timely a manner as 
the Cooperative wishes. All members should 
be advised that their requests could be 
handled sooner if they agree to clean up the 
limbs or tree once the Cooperative crews 
have trimmed or cut it. A general guideline is 
used to handle trouble spots, which need 
more immediate attention. 

The Cooperative’s long-term goal is to 
improve member satisfaction by reducing 
outages as a result of better maintained 
rights-of-way. uosuiiop i ejeqjeg 
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CO 

Arborvitae 

They riakt bv tk^ rujktjUa£& 
Is it possible to have trees and reliable electric service? It is 

when we work together to prevent conflict between the two. The 
solution is to follow planting guidelines and to plant the right tree in 

right place. 
Mature tree heioht Minimum distance 

10 feet 15' 
IS'^O1 15' 
25,-30' 25' 
35'-45' 35' 
50' or taller 50' 

Following is a list of trees that are generally less than 20 feet tall at maturity. 
Japanese Maple 
Red Buckeye 
Filbert (Hazelwood) 
Burning Bush 
Crabapple 
Wafer Ash 

Tartarian Maple 
Flowering Dogwood 
Russian Olive 
Star Magnolia 
Higan Cherry 
Stewartia 

importmt tkims to remember: 
1. Don’t allow children to climb a tree which has branches entwined in a power line. They could be severely 

burned or electrocuted without even touching a wire. The tree can conduct electricity. 

2. If trees or limbs to be cut are near or will endanger an existing cooperative line, the member should not cut or 
trim them. The Cooperative will do the cutting ortrimming. Call us. 

3. While cutting ortrimming is being performed, please keep onlookers away from the work site so they do not 
interfere or get injured. 

4. Spray an “X” on the tree that is to be taken down. Don’t leave it for us to guess which one. We don’t want to 
guess wrong. 

5. If you will dispose of the tree after we have cut it, we can reach more problem areas and be more productive on 
member requests. 

6 The Cooperative is concerned about trees and limbs that endanger our power lines. We cannot cut, trim or dis¬ 
pose of storm related debris, jaqameis Auag $ |jeg 

Membershipsprunes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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Meter tomjwrhuj Is dmrjerocu and Uletjal 
Electricity is one of those 

unusual things-you 
can’t see it, smell it or 
taste it, but you must 
respect it or it can cause 
you harm. Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
takes electrical safety very seri¬ 
ously. 

Tampering with an electric meter 
is dangerous. Making an unautho¬ 

rized adjustment of an elec¬ 
tric meter is risking electri- 

I cal shock and even death. 
It’s illegal to tap or 

bypass electric meters. 
Anyone convicted is sub¬ 

jected to imprisonment, a 
fine or both. In addition, the 

person responsible for the service 
may be billed for electricity used 
fraudulently and possibly subjected 

to additional charges. 
If you see a meter that appears 

to have been tampered with, please 
report it to Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative as soon as possible. 

When someone steals electric¬ 
ity, it hurts good paying, honest 
customers and adds to the cost of 
the electricity. Remember, it’s dan¬ 
gerous and illegal to tamper with 
your electric meter. iiaAjoo T AJJBI 

An example of an 

improper technique is: 

Rounding Over Rounding over (or shearing) is 
done by making many small 

cuts so that the tree top is sheared 
in a uniform line. This creates an 
unhealthy tree condition and re¬ 
sults in rapid regrowth of suckers 
directly toward the electrical con¬ 
ductors. 

CIPE 
A Favorite recipe of 
Diane Lovell, wife of 

Lany Lovell, SIEC General Manager 

Strawberry Gelatin Salad 
small boxes strawberry gelatin dissolved in 1 cup 
of boiling water 
(10 oz) packages frozen strawberries, thawed, 
drain off some of the juice, crushed and sugared 
large can crushed pineapple, drained 
bananas, mashed 
cup of pecans, chopped 

Mix all of the above together and pour half in an 
oblong dish. Refrigerate till firm. Spread 1 small 
carton of sour cream on top and pour remaining 
gelatin mixture on top. Refrigerate till firm. 

If you are interested in getting one of the lowest costing long 
distance telephone rates available in our area, 

then please call SIEC at 1-800-762-1400 for details. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • P0. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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SIEC’s Youth to 
Washingtons 

Essay Contest 
SIEC’s Youth to Washington essay contest is 

well underway for 2001. By the time you re¬ 
ceive this issue there will only be a couple of 
weeks left to enter. Any 15 to 18 year 
old student is eligible to enter, 
except members of the im¬ 
mediate family of any board 
member or employee of 
SIEC, enrolled in any high 
school in the area served by 
this cooperative. 

This year’s essay title is “The 
Seven Cooperative Principles-What 
They Mean to Co-op Members.” The 
essay should contain not less than 
600 words nor more than 1000. Es¬ 
says must be received in the office of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
by February 16, 2001. Judging 
should be completed by March 13, 
2001. All identification is removed 
from the essays prior to judging. We 
encourage those students who are 
eligible to enter to call the cooperative for an essay 
entry packet that also contains some research ma¬ 
terial. Our toll-free number in Illinois is 
800-762-1400. The grand prize is a one-week all ex¬ 
pense paid trip to Washington, D.C. in June 2001 for 
one male and one female student. jgipaHaog eim 

FEBRUARY 2001 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

Vo
lu

nt
ar

y a
nd

 o
pe

n 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
• 

Vo
lun

ta
ry

 an
d o

pe
n 

m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

• 
Vo

lu
nt

ar
y a

nd
 o

pe
n 

m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

• 
Vo

lu
nt

ar
y a

nd
 op

en
 m

em
be

rs
hi

p 



Southern Illinois 
Electric 

Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

618-827-3555 
RO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 
Scott J. Ury 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 
Larry Lovell 

Attorney 
Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 
Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 

618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 
Dongola office 

618-827-3555 
Dongola office 

Rijltt'Of'Woy SjzedfictttioHs 
for NeurSennces 

ecause of the overall diffi¬ 
culty in maintaining trees 

and brush on its distribution 
system, Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative must require all 
members and prospective members 
to provide right-of-way clearance for 
new overhead services. Adequate 
right-of-way clearance will ensure that the 
Cooperative does not receive tree trimming 
or cutting requests from the member 
shortly after the line is constructed. Ad¬ 
equate clearance will also maintain ser¬ 
vice reliability to the member as well as to 
other members. 
Before service is extended, the member or 
prospective member must: 
1. Provide a minimum of 60 feet of clear¬ 

ance limb-to-limb (30 feet on each 
side of line) for all new primary distri¬ 
bution lines. All species of trees which 
grow over 15 feet tall must be cut to 
the ground if they are within 30 feet of 
the proposed new line. All limbs which 
hang within 30 feet of the line must be 
pruned back to meet the clearance 
requirement. In addition, if any trees or 

limbs outside of the 30 feet requirement 
would impose a hazard to the future 
line, then they must be cut ortrimmed. 
Note: If trees or limbs to be cut are 

near or will endanger an existing line, 

the member should not cut or trim 

them. The Cooperative will do the cutting 

or trimming. 

2. Provide a minimum of 20 feet of clearance 
limb-to-limb (10 feet on each side of line) for 
all new secondary distribution lines. The 
same requirements apply as in #1, above. 

3. Agree not to plant any trees with in 30 feet of 
any Cooperative distribution line. 
At the time of staking in the new service, the 

Cooperative engineer should make the member 
or prospective member aware of the require¬ 
ments listed above. 

The member or prospective member should 
notify the Cooperative when the right-of-way for 
the new line has been cleared. On new services 
where extensive cutting or trimming is needed, a 
Cooperative representative should make an effort 
to inspect the right-of-way before construction 
crews are sent to construct the line. The line will 
not be constructed if the right-of-way require¬ 
ments are not met. uosuijor lameo 

RECIPE 
A Favorite recipe of 

Employee Pam Lentz, Work Order Clerk 

Italian Beef 
6 lbs. chuck roast 2 bay leaves 1/2 t. pepper 
1/2 t. crushed red pepper 2 t. parsley flakes 2 t. sweet basil 
1/2 t. garlic powder 2 t. oregano 3 cups water 
2 t. salt 1 t. onion powder 
Roast in crockpot for 24 hours on low. Slice thin, and serve on 
large, hard rolls. 
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Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Through 

' Southern Services, LLC 
yr f ' is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
No term agreements - Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 

Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 12 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Southern Services, LLC, is offering long distance 
telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long distance service is one of the lowest- 
cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per 
minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per minute. In addition, you can 
have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. Incoming calls 
on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day-7 days a 
week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, P.O. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

Name 
DETACH HERE 

 Social Security Number 

Street City State Zip 

Telephone Numbers ( ) ( ) 

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Calling Cards...Number of cards requested 
*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent. Southern Semces, LLC, to transfer 
my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services 
provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

Date 
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T)o many cooks may spoil the 
broth, but one cook who’s not 

paying attention can do a lot more 
damage! A national study revealed 
that 73% of more than 2,000 resi¬ 
dential cooking fires began when the 
cook left the kitchen. In some cases, 
the cook left the house entirely, or 
even went to sleep. In addition, the 
study showed that many cooks who 
tried to put out a stove fire did it in¬ 
correctly and made the situation 
worse. 

So to be safe when you’re cook¬ 
ing: 
• Stay close to the kitchen, espe¬ 

cially if you have something 
cooking on the range top, 
which is where most cooking 
fires start. 

• If you have to leave the kitchen, 
even for a few minutes, set a 
timer or take along a potholder, 
a spoon or another item to re¬ 
mind you that you have some¬ 
thing on the stove. 

Mot mouafo coo fa? 

• Don’t cook if you’re very tired, 
sleepy, or taking medication that 
can make you drowsy. 

• Make sure you have an appro¬ 
priate fire extinguisher in the 
kitchen and that it’s in working 
order. 

• Don’t leave potholders, paper 
towels or other items that can 
catch fire easily near the 
rangetop. And watch your own 
clothing! A loose sleeve can 
easily brush a burner and catch 
fire. 

• Turn pot handles toward the 
inside of the range to prevent a 
child from pulling the pot off the 
stove, or yourself from acciden¬ 
tally knocking it off. Such acci¬ 
dents may not cause fires, but 
they can result in serious burns. 

• Never leave a burner or oven on 
when you’re through cooking. 
Double-check that all burners 
and ovens are turned off. An 
open burner without a pan on it 

is very dangerous! 
If a fire does break out, DO NOT 
use water or flour to try to put 
the fire out. Water can simply 
spread a grease fire, and flour 
adds fuel to the flame. The best 
choice is a fire extinguisher; the 
next best option is baking soda. 
If your oven catches fire, don’t 
open the door! You’ll just add 
oxygen, which feeds to the fire. 
Turn off the oven and keep the 
door closed. This is another 
good reason for having an oven 
with a window in the door. 
If a range-top pan catches fire, 
slide the proper pot lid on to the 
pan to extinguish the flame. 
If you’re at all unsure of your 
ability to put out a cooking fire, 
don’t try! Get everyone out of 
the house and call the fire de¬ 
partment immediately. 
Source: Association of Home 
Appliance Manufacturers; 
www.aham.org adodsaiuep 

Our office will be closed Monday, 
February 19 to honor President’s Day 

Membership'prizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this cen¬ 
ter section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply 
$10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • PO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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Is (b Fuel Cell lev Your Future? 
By Larry Lovell, General 

Manager 

The electric utility 
industry is 
changing rapidly. Some 

of the changes are occur¬ 
ring because of deregula¬ 
tion and movement of the 
industry from a regulated monopoly to 
customer choice and a competitive 
marketplace. Other changes are occur¬ 
ring because of technological ad¬ 
vances. 

The technological changes in the 
electric utility industry have been 
much slower to develop than changes 
in other “high tech” venues. But sig¬ 
nificant changes are occurring, espe¬ 
cially in the area of distributed or 
dispersed generation. Distributed gen¬ 
eration refers to a customer having an 
electrical generating unit on site and 
not receiving power from a central 
station power plant. While wind and 
solar units and microturbines are be¬ 
ing researched, it appears that fuel 
cells may be best suited for residential 
use. 

Fuel cells were first developed in 
1839 and they have been used in 
space exploration and other areas 
where a reliable power source was 
necessary and the cost was not a ma¬ 
jor consideration. But technological 
advances are driving the costs down 
and it appears that fuel cells will be¬ 
come feasible in some applications in 
the not-too-distant future. 

A fuel cell is similar to a recharge¬ 
able battery. It is energized by provid¬ 
ing a fuel supply that is chemically 

converted into electrical 
energy. It consumes 
any fuel from which 
hydrogen can be ex¬ 
tracted (primarily pro¬ 
pane and natural gas). 
A fuel cell has no mov¬ 
ing parts, which makes 
it durable and long last¬ 

ing. A fuel cell is quiet to operate and 
the only byproducts are heat and wa¬ 
ter; so it is environmentally friendly. 

Several companies are testing 
fuel cells for use in residential settings. 
The first commercial units are pro¬ 
jected to be available in 2002. Fuel 
cells are only 23-34% efficient if you 
are only generating electricity; but be¬ 
come 76% efficient if you utilize the 
waste heat. If you use the waste heat 
for water and space heating, electricity 
from a fuel cell at today’s fuel prices 
would cost 12-14 cents per kilowatt- 
hour. This does not include the cost of 
the unit itself, which is estimated to be 
$8,000-$10,000 in 2002. The cost is 
expected to drop to $4,000-$6,000 in 
2005. uoi6u;ijiJO/v\ BIBJQ 

As improvements are made and 
as fuel cells go into mass production, 
the costs will come down. Eventually, 
fuel cells will become feasible, espe¬ 
cially when power distributors con¬ 
sider the cost of building and 
maintaining long line extensions. 

Through Southern Services, LLC, 
SIEC plans to own, sell, lease and 
maintain distributed generation units 
when the economics become feasible. 
Southern Services, LLC is a limited 
liability partnership made up of the six 
electric cooperative members of 

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative. 
Together, the six cooperatives cover a 
large portion of southern Illinois. The 
cooperatives concluded that they 
could more effectively and efficiently 
offer additional services to their mem¬ 
bers as a group. 

Southern Services’ first offering is 
long distance telephone service. The 
response has been excellent. We con¬ 
tinue to sign up new customers daily. 

Southern Services is now study¬ 
ing whether or not it should enter into 
the propane business. Propane distri¬ 
bution will become important as fuel 
cells and microturbines develop. If the 
study indicates that Southern Services 
should become a distributor of pro¬ 
pane, the six cooperatives will become 
total energy providers. This will allow 
Southern Services to own, sell, lease 
and maintain fuel cells and micro¬ 
turbines at reasonable rates. It will 
also offer consumers a choice that will 
enhance competition, leading to lower 
costs and better service for all pro¬ 
pane customers. And the cooperatives 
can better compete for their own elec¬ 
tric consumers who may opt for fuel 
cells or microturbines from another 
supplier. Propane companies are al¬ 
ready gearing up to market these prod¬ 
ucts. 

Electric cooperatives have been 
an integral part of their communities 
and service areas for well over 50 
years and will continue to do so in the 
future. While the utility industry is rap¬ 
idly changing, our goal is to continue 
to offer superior quality, competitively 
priced, value-added services to you, 
our members. We will strive to do so. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION * PULASKI M. 
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CO'Ojx (lAves umau&on tk& internet 

Now consumers will be able to easily 
identify cooperatives on the web 

given a recent decision by the Internet’s 
governing body which decided to add 
.coop to an already existing group of Web 
suffixes such as .com and .net. 

President of the National Cooperative 
Business Association (NCBA) Paul Hazen 
said, “Studies have shown that customers 
trust cooperatives and want to buy from 
cooperatives, but it is difficult to identify 
cooperatives on the Web.” 

NCBA led the lobbying effort on be¬ 
half of co-ops around the world to get the 
new domain name. Hazen added that the 
effort “was a great opportunity for us to 
get a niche area where cooperatives could 
sell their products.” 

In applying for the name, NCBA ar¬ 
gued that consumers would benefit greatly 
from the new top-level domain name be¬ 
cause customers would be able to quickly 
distinguish cooperative businesses from 
for-profit businesses. The .coop suffix 
would signal to consumers that this was a 
business they could trust. 

In addition, many cooperatives be¬ 
lieve that the new suffix will boost online 

sales. NCBA points out that some of the profits 
taken from application fees for getting the new 
domain name will be directed to a fund de¬ 
signed to help co-ops get online. 

The NCBA expects to begin registering co¬ 
ops that want to use the suffix by mid-2001; 
the organization expects to register 155,000 
addresses in the first 4 years. As part of the 
registration process, applicants must be certi¬ 
fied as true cooperatives by the NCBA, which 
will give consumers confidence in the quality 
of the co-op business. 6uoi|sng UBIAI 

John Gill, NRECA director of internet com¬ 
munications, said that NRECA is currently con¬ 
sidering how the domain name will be used for 
NRECA’s own websites. “We want to use this 
opportunity to identify ourselves as a coopera¬ 
tive organization while keeping in mind the 
name recognition we’ve generated with the 
current Web site names. And there are deci¬ 
sions to be made. For instance, 
‘Cooperative.coop’ [currently 
cooperative.com] has an odd ring to it, so we’ll 
be discussing how best to incorporate the new 
domain name into our Web sites.” 

Source: NCBA, NRECA; The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal 

OH/Of off? jp 
You may believe that if your hair 

dryer, iron, radio, electric mixer or 
other small appliance is turned off, it’s 
not ‘live.’ But the fact is, if an electric 
appliance is plugged into a working outlet, 
it’s on! That means you could still get a 
shock if the appliance if faulty or comes 
into contact with water. If you’re not using 
an appliance, unplug it for safety! 

Source: www.aham.org; Association of Home 
Appliance Manufacturers. 
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Tips Oft Your Fusebox 
Although many homes today have circuit 

breakers, some older homes may still use an 
old-fashioned fuse box. If your home has a fuse 
box, keep these cautions in mind to avoid acci¬ 
dents, fires or other problems: 

• Never use a penny to replace blown fuse! 
Fuses are designed to offer protection against 
short circuits and fires; pennies aren’t. Keep a 
good supply of the fuses your home needs on 
hand so you’re not left in the dark. 

• Turn off all the appliances on a circuit be¬ 
fore you change the fuse for that circuit, and be 
sure to pull the main fuse. If you don’t take these 
steps you could receive a serious shock. 

• Never change a fuse in the dark! Use a 
flashlight to help you see what you’re doing. 

• Don’t stand in the rain, a puddle, or on a wet surface when changing a fuse, and be sure 
your hands are dry, too. 

• Use the right fuse for the right circuit. Most lighting and basic outlet circuits require 15 amp 
fuses; circuits that supply power to larger appliances, such as dryers and electric stoves, will re¬ 
quire fuses at a higher amperage. uosmAan uuv mny 

• Fuses marked with a “P” or a “D” are designed to fail if the panel overheats, to reduce the 
likelihood of a fire in the fuse box. Don’t replace these with ordinary fuses. The D fuse is used for 
circuits with appliances that have electric motors; P fuses are for circuits with appliances that gen¬ 
erate heat but aren’t motorized. 

• Make sure you always screw fuses in tightly. 

Source: Milton Flydro www.miltonhydro.com 

CO 
■'t 

Membership'prize. 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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From Julia Clark, wife of Barry Clark, SIEC Warehouseman. She tells us that this is Barry’s favorite dessert. 

Northwest cheesecakes supremes 
3/4 cup chopped pecans 
3/4 cup graham cracker crumbs 
2 I brown sugar 
2 T granulated sugar 
3 T margarine, melted 

4-8oz packages cream cheese, softened 
1 cup sugar 
31 flour 
4 eggs 
1 cup sour cream 
1 T vanilla 
1- 21oz can cherry pie filling 

Combine pecans, crumbs, both sugars and margarine; press onto bottom of 9 inch spring-form pan. 
Bake at 325 degrees for 10 minutes. 

Combine cream cheese, sugar and flour, mixing at medium speed on electric mixer until well blended. 
Add eggs, one at a time, mixing well after each addition. Blend in sour cream and vanilla; pour over crust. 
Bake at 450 degrees, 10 minutes. Reduce oven temperature to 250 degrees; continue baking 1 hour. 
Loosen edge from rim of pan; cool before removing rim of pan. Chill. Top with pie filling just before serv¬ 
ing. 

10-12 servings 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are coming back with 

great comments on their first months’ billings from the Power Net Global/Qwest long 
distance plan. With an in-state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, 
and out-of-state calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! 
That’s with no monthly service charge, no minimums, and no extra num¬ 
bers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- number for incoming long dis¬ 
tance calls at the same low rates! This plan is available to anyone in Illinois, 
but a signed application is required to be submitted through Southern Illinois 
Electric. Send in the application below to start your OWN savings plan on 
long distance calls! 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, P.O. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

Name 

Street 

DETACH HERE 

 Social Security Number 

City State Zip 

Telephone Numbers ( ) ( ) 

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Calling Cards...Number of cards requested 

*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service.. .applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, Southern Services, LLC, to transfer my 
long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be 
assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

Date 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • R0. Box 100 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
Dongola, Illinois 62926 
Web address; www.siec.org 
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AHENTION: TEACHERS 

Year2001 Mini"Qrmt QuideUms 
Sponsored by National Rural Education Association and 

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

Who qualifies for these grants? 
Any rural K-12 classroom teacher 

whose school is within a community 

served by a rural electric cooperative 

or whose students’ homes are served 

by a rural electric cooperative. Ask 

your school administrators who pro¬ 

vides electricity to your school, then 

contact the utility and ask if It is a rural 

electric cooperative. 

How much are the grants, and what is 
their purpose? 
There will be ten mini-grants of $300 

each to be expended during the 

2001-2002 school yearfor 

classroom-based projects. 

What is the focus of the projects? 
Projects are to feature student investi¬ 

gation of some aspect of the science of 

energy or electricity and should meet 

the needs (and curiosity) of your stu¬ 

dents. You may want to study the local 

geology (as it relates to energy), or the 

history of hydroelectric generation in 

your community or alternative sources 

of energy for the next generation. The 

project should be limited only by the 

imagination of your students and the 

resources you have available. 

How do I apply? 
Please call Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative at 1 -800-762-1400 and ask 

for Cathy Belcher. 

This is a joint program sponsored by 

NREA and NRECA 

For more information about NREA - 

see our Web Site at 

www.NREA.colostate.edu 

For more information about NRECA - 

see our Web Site atwww.NRECA.org 

ja/ueoeiAi uqop 

Attention/ Cooperative' members 
This summer give your high school 

student a vacation. Applications 

are currently available for this year’s 

“Youth to Washington” tour. It's a 

chance for your kids or grandkids to 

have a trip of a lifetime. And even if 

they don’t bump into the President, 

they’ll still have a chance to chat with 

other key congressional legislators. 

For $850, your high school student 

can spend the week of June 15-22, 

2001, visiting historically significant 

national sites, touring some of our 

most moving memorials, and brows¬ 

ing the campus of our nation’s capital. 

During their time in D.C., our crew will 

ride a riverboat down the Potomac, 

visit the Royal Embassy of Saudi 

Arabia, and drop by the Supreme 
Court. And those are just the plans for 

the first day. Other destinations in¬ 

clude: Civil War Battlefield at 

Gettysburg, George Washington’s 

home at Mount Vernon, National Cathe 

dral, U. S. Capital, Smithsonian Muse¬ 

ums, U. S. Memorial Flolocaust 

Museum, Arlington Cemetery and the 

Viet Nam War Memorial. Plus many 

other sites and memorials throughout 

the week. 

For more informa¬ 

tion, call or contact 

Cathy Belcher at SIEC. 

The Illinois only toll- 

free number is 1-800- 

762-1400. Ajj0iJO|Aeiauaj| 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric 

Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

618-827-3555 
PO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 

Larry Fisher 
Massac County 

Vice Pres. 

Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 

Scott L. Ury 
Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 

Larry Lovell 

Attorney 

Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 

Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 

618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 
Dongola office 

618-827-3555 
Dongola office 

% 

2000 US. Census 'Releases First Figures 
The U.S. Census Bureau has released its 

first figures from the 2000 Census. The 
U.S. population has grown to 281,421,906, 
up 13.2 percent from the 1990 
count when it was 246.7 mil¬ 
lion. Congressional seats 
will be either gained or lost 
by 18 states. 

The results of the 
2000 Census have impor¬ 
tant implications for elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. In states 
gaining or losing seats, 
legislative objectives fa¬ 
voring electric cooperatives may also be 
won or lost. In addition, Census numbers 
are the benchmark for hundreds of federal 
funding formulas for everything from edu¬ 
cation to definitions of eligibility for federal 
grants and loans that states may receive. 
Gary Evans, director of Strategic Planning 
and Analysis at the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) said, 
“NRECA will be looking closely at 2000 
Census data as it is released. The Census 
results will become part of the economic 
models that we will use in the future.” 
Evans said that the department will be 
looking specifically at data from co-op ser¬ 
vice territories in order to develop models 
to analyze, for example, the impacts of pub¬ 
lic policies or energy prices on co-ops. 

According to the 2000 Census results, 
the most robust population growth occurred 
in the South and West. One of the most 
dynamic population growths occurred in 
Nevada, which saw its population increase 
by 66.3 percent. Arizona’s population grew 
by 40 percent. The slowest population 
growths included North Dakota and West 

Virginia; the District of Columbia experienced a 
population decline. 

Additional seats in the U.S. House will be 
added for a 10-year period begin¬ 
ning with elections in 2002. The 
states that will gain two seats 
each are Arizona, Georgia, 
Florida and Texas; the states 
that will gain one seat each are 
California, Colorado, Nevada, 

and North Carolina. 
States losing two seats are 

New York and Pennsylvania; the 
states losing one seat are Con¬ 

necticut, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Mississippi, 
Ohio, Oklahoma and Wisconsin. 

The release of the reapportionment data 
pertaining to gains/losses in House seats pre¬ 
cedes the redistricting process that will be initi¬ 
ated in the period between January and March. 
The Bureau will deliver population statistics to 
the states on a rolling basis. Although 32 states 
did not experience enough growth or loss of 
population to affect the number of House seats, 
population shifts within states will make the 
redistricting process a hotly contested process 
for both U.S. House and state legislative seats. 
In the majority of states, legislatures have the 
primary responsibility for redrawing congres¬ 
sional and state legislative lines. 

The reapportionment also effects the Elec¬ 
toral College map for 2004 and 2008 elections. If 
the newly released data had been in effect for 
the 2000 presidential election, George W. Bush 
would have received seven more electoral 
votes then he actually did under the current con¬ 
gressional apportionment. 

Source: The Washington Post; U.S. Census 
Bureau ssajpuijo uuv 

Check out our web site at 
www-siec.orc| 

Membership' pru& 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find 
your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and 
tell us your account number and we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy.  
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RECIPE 
from Loraine McGee, SIEC Accountant 

Loraine says that this is a favorite recipe of her three grandsons. 

Chocolate Dessert 
FIRST LAYER: 1 stick softened margarine or butter 

1 cup flour 

V2 cup pecans, chopped 

Mix together and put in a 9 X 13 pan. Bake at 400 
degrees for 15 minutes or till light brown: Cool. 

SECOND LAYER: 8 oz. pkg. cream cheese 
1 cup powdered sugar 
1 cup of whipped topping 
(like Cool Whip) 

Mix together and spread over cooled crust. 

THIRD LAYER: 2 pkgs. instant 
chocolate pudding 

3 cups cold milk 
Beat and spread over cheese mixture. 

FOURTH LAYER: Spread whipped topping 
on top of pudding mixture. Sprinkle 
chopped pecans or shaved chocolate bar 
on top of whipped topping. Cover and 
chill for at least 4 hours before serving. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, RO. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
Members are coming back with great comments on their first months’ billings 

from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. With an in-state long distance 
rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state calls at 6.9 cents/minute, 
the savings add up quickly! That’s with no monthly service charge, no 
minimums, and no extra numbers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- 
number for incoming long distance calls at the same low rates! This plan 
is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed application is required to be 
submitted through Southern Illinois Electric. Send in the application below 
to start your OWN savings plan on long distance calls! 

Name 

DETACH HERE 

Social Security Number 

Street City State 

Telephone Numbers ( ) _ ( ) 

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Calling Cards...Number of cards requested  
*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, Southern Services, LLC, to transfer 
my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services 
provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 
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ustomer 
»„ Choi Means L 

/ 
Your Electric Bill 

ACCOUNT NUMBER NAME RATE SERVICE ADDRESS 

14-41-70 Doe, John 11 1313 Mockingbird Lane, City, St 20851 

SERVICE DATES 
FROM j TO 

METER READING 
PREVIOUS | PRESENT KWH USED CHARGES 

10-3-2000 11-3-2000 48201 49201 1000 

Customer Charge 10 00 

Energy Charge 1000 kWh * .081 81 00 

Tax 4 40 

TOTAL NOW DUE 95 40 

Restructuring—Before 

Your electric bill looked 
something like this: 

The cost of energy times the 
number of kilowatt hours you 
used, plus a customer charge 
and sales tax for the total bill. 

Restructuring—After 

Some charges that are already 
included in your bill will be itemized. 

Q transmission services 

Q distribution services 

Q competitive transition charge 
or CTC may appear on your bill. 
This reflects the money invested 
in power plants or other sources 
of power supply by electric utilities 
to provide electric service in the 
future. These costs or investments 
may not be recoverable in a 
competitive marketplace. 

/ 
Your Electric Bill 

ACCOUNT NUMBER NAME RATE SERVICE ADDRESS 

14-41-70 Doe, John 11 1313 Mockingbird Lane, City, St 20851 

10-3-2000 11-3-2000 48201 49201 1000 

Customer Charge 10 00 
Energy Charge 1000 kWh x 0.035 35 00 

Transmission Serviced 1000 kWh x 0.007 7 00 
Distribution Service \ 1000 kWh x 0.029 29 00 

Competitive \ 
Transition Charge (CTCi \ 1000 kWh x 0.010 10 00 

Tax \ 4 40 

\ TOTAL NOW DUE 95 40 

Q energy charge is only a portion of 
your bill. Only the energy charge 
is competitive. 

This utility bill is only a minimum representation of a bill after 
restructuring takes place in a state. Some states may include 
additional categories such as regional access charges; conservation 
and load management surcharges; or energy assistance surcharges. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • PO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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Dear Mr. Medlin and 
Mrs. Belcher, Thank you 
for the presentation.! 
realy realy liked it very 
very much.! liked when 
you did the trakter part 
of the presentation.! 
was so glad you could 
answer my question.! 
learned so much about 
it.! amsory! didn’t have 
nay more questions for 
you to answer.Thank you, 
Lauren Franco. 

Ron received thank you letters from Mrs. Osman’s third grade class. It 

was an exciting day not only for the students but for Ron as well. Some 

of the letters and photos seen here tell the rest of the story. 

Dear Mr. Medlin and Mrs. 
Belcher, our 
class had fun 
with you here. 
Youteached 
us a lot and 
we are thank- 
ful.Thank you. 
From Destiny 
5peace. 

(letters continued on page 16b) 
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Children at 
local school 
learn about 
electricity 

Ron MeMbi, SIEC’s Director of Mender 

Sendees, recently paid cc uisit to Century 

Elementary School at Qraevt Chain to 

conduct oo farms safety demonstration for 

the and 5^ jrasies. Mrs. Jennifer 

Osman, oo thirdyraAc teacher, ashed Ron 

to jure the demonstration since- the- stw- 

dents mere studying electricity. 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric 

Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

618-827-3555 
PO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 
Scott L. Ury 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 
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Alexander County 
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Alexander County 
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Dir. of Administration & 
Finance 
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8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 

618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 
Dongola office 

618-827-3555 
Dongola office 

Dear Mr. Medlin and Mrs. 
Belcher,! loved the 
esntation.Think you for 
teaching us about the 
electrity. For me it is good so 
I can show it to uthers.Think 
you so much.! learned a lot. 
From Natalie Thurston. 

Dear Mr. Medlin and Mrs. 
Belcher, Thank you for your 
free time.! loved the presenta¬ 
tion.! liked the electric part.It 
was very cool.Thank You, 
Jacob Anderson. Come again 
soon. 

Dear Mr. Medlin and Mrs. Belcher, 
T hank you for showing the stuff.! 
like it very much;! hope you can 
come again.lt was fun.! think ev¬ 
eryone like it. Love Lacey. 

Dear Mr. Medlin and Mrs. 
Belcher, Thank you for the 
presentation. We learned 
a lot from it. Can you 
come back next year. 
If you can, can you tell us 
how long it took you to build 
it. We learned how to j ump 
out of a car if a post fell 
down on it and if it was on 
fire.Thank You, Morgan 
Hubbard. 

r i T M1^ i \ 
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CO On a bitterly cold February 2, two area students 
participated in the National Groundhog Job Shad¬ 
owing Day at the Cooperative. Brian Rader spent 
the morning with System Engineer, John Harris and 
the afternoon with Staff Assistant, Chris Boyd. 
Shane Isom decided to spend his day with a line 
construction crew, UUBIIDIOV in\\\i\i 

Qroouidkoj Job SkaAour Day Porticipoutts imre* Bruin PjxAer, Left, oo 

student atJoppnJunior H-ijbi, son of Vo nun Mescker ofjoppn; and 

Pkane Isom, a, senior at Anna* Jonesboro Community ttiyfv School, son of 

Mike and Susan Isom of Jonesboro. 

Shane Isom on the “job” uritfv n Line construction creur. Creur foreman, 

LaJRue Parr can bt seen in the basket in the air. 

pjonMedlin, far Left, SIEC’s 

Virector of Member Ser¬ 

vices, and Sam Brown, 

third from Left, Meter 

Tester/Journeyman Line¬ 

man, recently conducted 

an electrical safety pro¬ 

gramfor volunteer firemen 

at the Jonesboro Civic Cen¬ 

ter. Volunteersfrom several 

area, fire departments 

attended the session. 

Membmkw'prucb 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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One of our employees, Meter Tester/Journeyman Lineman, Sam Brown, 
gives us this month’s favorite recipe. He swears that these biscuits are 
the best. 

3 cups all purpose flour 

1/4 cup sugar 

4 teaspoons baking powder 

1/2 teaspoon cream of tartar 

Mile-High Biscuits 

3/4 teaspoon salt 

1/2 cup shortening 

1 egg, beaten 

1 1/8 cups milk 

Combine dry ingredients in a mixing bowl. Cut in shortening until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Add egg and 

milk all at once; mix until dough forms a ball. Turn dough out on a lightly floured surface and knead 10 to 12 

times. Roll out to 3/4 inch thickness, cut with 2 1/2 inch biscuit cutter. Place on ungreased baking sheet and 

freeze. When biscuits have frozen, they may be stored in a plastic bag in the freezer until needed. 

To bake frozen biscuits, place on lightly greased baking sheet; bake at 475 degrees for 12 to 15 minutes or until 

light brown. Yield: 1 dozen, mm 1 epueM 

CalijwHjuv Looks to Co-ops 
The electric Co-op movement is 

growing in the deregulated electricity 

industry in California. The San Diego 

County Farm Bureau has formed a 

wireless rural electric cooperative as 

a solution to the soaring electricity 

prices in San Diego. 
The cooperative would be the 

third wireless utility in California and 

would serve the region’s avocado 

farmers, dairy producers and green¬ 

house growers, who have been faced 

with skyrocketing electricity and natu¬ 

ral gas prices. 

The Co-op would own no poles, 

wires or generation. Its only job would 

be pooling the energy needs of the 

county’s farmers into one unit, then 

scouring the deregulated energy mar¬ 

ketplace for the best deals. 

Other groups also are investigat¬ 

ing the idea of forming electric coop¬ 

eratives. The Southern California 

Tribal Chairman’s Association, a 

group representing 18 American In¬ 

dian tribes, is putting together a busi¬ 

ness plan for an electricity co-op. 

During the 1930s, consumers in 

rural America found themselves in a 
similar situation. They had no source 

of affordable and reliable electric 

power. The large power suppliers had 

refused their requests for service. So 

these hardworking farmers and ranch¬ 

ers banded together to establish elec¬ 

tric cooperatives. jpeiuiueH uuv epi 
The current plight of consumers 

in California is, of course, different. 

But an affordable and reliable source 

of electric energy is as important to 

consumers today as it was to the pio¬ 

neers of rural electrification. The elec¬ 

tric cooperative network is strong and 

ready to help. We never have retreated 

from our obligation to serve. 

From humble beginnings, we’ve 

grown into one of the most remark¬ 

able success stories in American 

business and consumer advocacy. 

Today, more than 900 electric Coop¬ 

eratives serve more than 34 million 
people in 46 states. We provide ser¬ 

vice to nearly 70 percent of the land- 

mass of the country and have 

consumers in 80 percent of the 

nation’s counties. We are an industry 

with assets of more than $70 billion. 

While a solution to the problems 

in California will not be quick or easy 

to achieve, electric Cooperatives are 

playing an important role. It is time 

once again for us to reaffirm our obli¬ 

gation to serve and help those who 

want to join our great cause. 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Flighway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MAY 2001 



published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative. Dongola. Illinois 

'lour Touchstone Energ\ Partner 

Thursday, July 26,2001 at Shawnee Community College - Ullin, Illinois 
Registrations begins at 5 p.m. 

Meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

Entertainment by 
“Fortress” Gospel Quartet 

Elecbon of Directors 

Officer’s report 

Miss SIEC Beauty Pageant 

Early Bird prizes 

Registration prize ■ 

Grand prize w 

Attendance prizes \ 

• > : ! 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE 

JUNE 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Southern Illinois 
Electric 

Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

618-827-3555 
RO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 

Larry Fisher 
Massac County 

Vice Pres. 

Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 

Scott L. Dry 
Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 

Larry Lovell 

Attorney 

Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 

Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 

Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

1-800-762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 

618-827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 

Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

1-800-762-1400 
Dongola office 

618-827-3555 
Dongola office 

AACSF Soumenc lUuwti 
EUctvlo Coopevotwes 

Beauty pageant rules and entryfbmv 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative is seeking entrants for the beauty pageant 

held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the members, July 26, 2001 at 

Shawnee College, Ullin, IL. 

■ Entrant MUST LIVE IN A HOME SERVED BY SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC 

COOPERATIVE. Contestants must complete and submit the attached affidavit 

in order to compete in contest. 

■ Entrant MUST BE 16-22 YEARS OF AGE, NEVER MARRIED AND HAVE NOT 

GIVEN BIRTH. 

■ Previous first place winners are not eligible. 

■ Candidates will appear in gowns and one-piece swimsuits (no extreme cuts). 

FIRST PRIZE: $150 cash, trophy, sash and an all-expenses-paid trip to Washing¬ 

ton, D.C. 

SECOND PRIZE: $100 cash and a gift. (In the event the First Prize winner cannot 

go to Washington, the Second Prize winner is given the opportunity). 

THIRD PRIZE: $75 cash and a gift. 

CONSOLATION PRIZE: $50 cash to each non-winner. 

MISS CONGENIALITY: Trophy to winner chosen by contestants. sBumuappiBuoa 

BEAUTY PAQEANT ENTRY 

Residency Affidavit 

I agree to abide by the contest rules as set forth and herewith give my 

permission for the Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative to use my picture 

and name for any contest publicity. 

I further certify that I am a resident in a home served by Southern Illi¬ 

nois Electric Cooperative. (Failure to comply with these rules will void the 

decision of the judges.) 

Print Name  

Birthdate Age  

Street/Route  

City/State/Zip  

Parents Line Location  

Signature Phone  

+ • ■■■■■■!■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ ft* 
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Tvies Sevens Cooperatives Principles— 

What they Mean to Co-Ops Members 
This is one of two winning essays in the 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative Youth to Washington essay contest. 
This essay was written by Century High School junior, Timothy Capps. 

The night is dark, and every man 

has built his own fire to try to keep 

warm. As it wore on, the bitter wind 

and driving snow settled in for the 

night over the small, nomadic camp. 

The crucial hour before dawn was 

here. One man let fatigue overcome 

him and drifted off to sleep. His fire 

went out, and the cold charged in like a 

lion let loose from a cage, devouring 

the slumbering bodies of his family 

and himself. The next morning, the 

others awoke and found the dead man 

with a stick of firewood in one hand 

and his other arm around his youngest 

child—both frozen solid. While mourn¬ 

ing for this family, the survivors knew 

that something had to be done to pre¬ 

vent yet another senseless death in the 

future. Pooling their ideas, they soon 

decided to cooperate. Beginning at 

nightfall, one man watched all the fires 

in the camp for an hour, and then he 

awakened another man, who took his 

turn as firewatcher. This continued 

until morning, when dawn found every¬ 

one alive and safe. 

Although extremely simple, this 

primitive cooperative was developed 

by using nearly the same principles on 

which today’s cooperatives are 

founded. Membership was voluntary 

and open to anyone who could benefit 

from it, the members controlled all 

aspects of the cooperative, and its 

primary concern was for the better¬ 

ment of the community. These guide¬ 

lines still provide many necessary 

components of cooperatives. The goals 

of cooperatives are clearly outlined, 

assuring the members that they have 

complete control over the co-op, and 

guaranteeing that the development of 

the community is the main interest of 

the organization. These principles 

worked in primitive society, and as 

amazing as it might seem, they are 

still very much at work in the twenty- 

first century. 

The objectives of a cooperative 

are clearly stated in the seven coop¬ 

erative principles. Anyone able to ben¬ 

efit from the services offered by the 

cooperative is free to do so, but it is 

not a requirement to become a mem¬ 

ber. Co-ops will always be democratic 

organizations. They closely parallel 

our own American government, a gov¬ 

ernment that Abraham Lincoln once 

asserted was, “... of the people, by the 

people, forthe people.” Members of 

cooperatives actively participate in 

economic contribution and control. 

They are independent organizations 

that must retain autonomy at all times. 

All cooperatives share a common con¬ 

cern for the development of the com¬ 

munity, and they work diligently to 

ensure that the needs of the commu¬ 

nity are never overlooked. The reason 

that cooperatives work so effectively 

can be directly linked to these seven 

principles. 

Members have exclusive man¬ 

agement over the cooperative. People 

who utilize a cooperative’s services 

have a right to vote on key issues that 

will affect their membership in the 

cooperative, such as who will repre¬ 

sent them on the board of directors. 

Many cooperatives hold an annual 

business meeting at which they ad¬ 

dress such issues as what the coop¬ 

erative has done, in the past year and 

what plans are included in its future. 

Members also vote on delegates for 

the board of directors at these yearly 

meetings. Membership involvement is 

what stimulates members to fervently 

assert that the strongest advantage of 
a cooperative is its member control. 

One of the main concerns of coop¬ 

erative directors is the advancement of 

the community. Rural electric coopera¬ 

tives are expanding to include more 

than just providing electrical service to 

their consumers. Rural water is a 

growing need in most farming commu¬ 

nities. Many electric cooperatives 

have assumed the challenge of offering 

safe, affordable water to their constitu¬ 

ents. Other electric cooperatives are 

beginning to incorporate telecommuni¬ 

cations in their list of services pro¬ 

vided to members. Even though the 

original intent of cooperatives and the 

(Continued on 16d) 
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Rural Electrification Administration 

was to provide electricity to mral ar¬ 

eas, a concern for the community has 

afforded them the opportunity to pro¬ 

vide other benefits as well. 

Thinking back on that arctic night 

so long ago, we must admire the inge¬ 

nuity of the residents of that small no¬ 

madic camp. After the loss of their 

close friends, they devised a plan to 

minimize the number of needless 

deaths in the future. This plan still is as 

effective today as it was then, and as 

our knowledge advanced, we began 

applying the cooperative idea to other 

aspects of our lives as well. Although 

today’s cooperatives tackle much 

more complicated tasks, they still rely 

upon the same principles that were 

established many years ago. Their 

guiding principles focus upon the goals 

of cooperatives, and of utmost impor¬ 

tance is the fact that members have 

exclusive control over all aspects of 

business in the co-op. All cooperatives 

share the same vision—a better com¬ 

munity—and their diligent and dedi¬ 

cated service to their members clearly 

demonstrates their concern for the 

areas they serve. The seven coopera¬ 

tive principles have enabled them to 

meet the needs of their members effi¬ 

ciently and effectively for many gen¬ 

erations, and it will be these same 

principles that will continue to serve 

us well in the years to come. 

SIJJSJ jaqisg 

2001 Nomuumnq Commttzeyto Meet June5,2001 
Members to serve on the 2000- 

2001 nominating committee 

were appointed by G. Robert Inman, 

president of the board of directors, at 

the 2000 annual meeting of the mem¬ 

bers held July 27,2000. The commit¬ 

tee will meet at the cooperative 

headquarters, 7420 U.S. Highway 51 

South, Dongola, Illinois, at7 p.m. on 

Tuesday, June 5, to consider nominees 

for election to the board of directors at 

the 2001 meeting of members. 

The following committee mem¬ 

bers were appointed to the 2000-2001 

nominating committee to represent 

their respective counties: 

Alexander County delegate, Richard 

Walker, 1 East Cape Terrace, McClure, 

IL 62957; and alternate, Jack Thomas, 

PO. Box 68, Miller City, IL 62962. 

Johnson County delegate, Betty Casey, 

6855 State Route 146W, Buncombe, IL 

62912; and alternate, Patty Allbritten, 6130 

Indian Point Road, Belknap, IL 62908. 

Massac County delegate, Josh Reagor, 

398 Halstenberg Road, Kamak, IL 62956; 

and alternate, Oriis Harris, 7785 Waldo 

Church Road, Brookport, IL 62910. 

Pulaski County delegate, George 

Holhubner, P O. Box 321, Olmsted, IL 

62970; and alternate Robert Heisner, 

Rt. 1 Box 10, Grand Chain, IL 62941. 

Union County delegate, Brad Penninger, 

2220 Airport Road, Jonesboro, IL 62952; 

and alternate, Ira Dugan Tripp, 7050 

Wing Hill Road, Cobden, IL 62920. 

The by-laws of the cooperative 

provide the nominations to the board of 

directors may be made by: (1) nomi¬ 

nating committee, (2) petition received 

not less than 25 days prior to the ac¬ 

tual meeting, signed by 15 or more 

active members, or (3) an active 

member from the floor at the annual 

meeting. The three-year terms of direc¬ 

tors are expired alternately so that 

each year elections are held for a por¬ 

tion of the board. At the 2001 annual 

meeting elections will be held for a 

director from each of these three coun¬ 

ties: Alexander, Pulaski and Union, 
jaipjeinow Ajeg 

FICE CLOSED 
NOTICE—Our office will be closed Wednesday, 

July 4,2001 for Independence Day. 
www.siec.org 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • PO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 

Membership' prizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 

center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 

apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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Clifton Deon Davis md Merit Dart Aden retires 

Deon Vains U pictured uritk kti mfo, 

Barbaras at kU retirmtent celebrations. 

CliftoKs Vmc Vcwic 

Deon Davis of Dongolaretired 
March 24 after more than 25 

years of service to the cooperative. 
Over the course of his employment 
at SIEC, Deon was first hired as a 
forestry apprentice, then went on to 
become a forestry journeyman, ap¬ 
prentice lineman, journeyman line¬ 
man, crew foreman and a lineman 

Vares Aden, celebrates his retirement 

jronis tkes cooperatives. 

We all want to wish Deon and 
Dare the very best of luck, 

the happiest of time and the 
best of health in their 

retirement years ahead. 

Meriti VarerAcUstv 

Dare Aden began work at the 
cooperative in June 1973. 

Over the course of his employment, 
Dare has worked as a journeyman 
lineman, utility serviceman and as a 
construction crew foreman. 

Dare has five children, Nancy 
Beanland, Bereraly Kay Richardson, 
April Hileman, Shane Aden and 
Destry Aden in addition to five 
grandchildren. 

Being pastor of Mt. Zion 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
near Dongola adds to Dare’s daily 
activities along with the joys, chal¬ 
lenges and spiritual rewards of 
pastoring. 

on the oil-filled equipment crew. 
Both Deon and his wife, Bar¬ 

bara, plan to do a little bit of traveling 
this summer. They have two married 
daughters, Belinda Hatfield and 
Debra Redcloud, and several grand¬ 
children. They plan on keeping quite 
busy. 

He may be retired from the co¬ 
op but it has not slowed him down 
one bit. Whether its being involved 
with his family, pastoring his con¬ 
gregation, traveling with his special 
friend and “side kick”, Pam Lentz, 
one would be hard pressed to find 
Dare standing in one place for very 
long. In his spare time, you can find 
him making the rounds of various 
auctions and yard sales, at his favor¬ 
ite local fishing holes and quite pos¬ 
sibly in the recliner in his living 
room. But, we wouldn’t bet on the 
last one. 
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Cjory Konck' earns fwofessional 
certiJication; 

Gary Roach, SIEC forestry foreman, 
recently demonstrated professional 

competency by successfully completing 
the Certified Arborist examination ad¬ 
ministered through the International So¬ 
ciety of Arboriculture (ISA) and the local 
chapter of the ISA. 

The purpose of the ISA Certification 
Program is to improve the level of knowl¬ 
edge and standard of practice within the 
tree care profession. It is designed to 
assist the public in identifying those pro¬ 
fessionals in arboriculture who have 
demonstrated, through a professionally 
developed examination and education 
program, a thorough knowledge of tree 
care practices. All Certified Arborists 
carry a wallet identification card for veri¬ 
fication. Certification is valid for three 
years. The ISA program tests and certi¬ 
fies an individual’s knowledge in the 

field of 
arboriculture. 

The Interna¬ 
tional Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA) 
is a scientific and 
educational orga¬ 
nization devoted to 
the dissemination 
of information in 
the care and pres¬ 
ervation of shade 
and ornamental 
trees. 

ISA’s Certification Program is designed 
to promote the professional development of 
those involved in the field of arboriculture of 
tree care. When contracting for your tree care 
needs, contact individuals who are certified 
through this voluntary program. 
uajJSH'M siuuaa 

Qary RoaxJv, SIEC forestry 
Jvremajt, has srrccetsjuUy 
<u>myle£ezL tlw CwtifieA, 
Arbomt bxrwtuudzcrv. 

Nomimima committee meets 

Both delegates and alternates of 
Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative’s Nominating Committee met 
on Tuesday, June 5, 2001 to nominate 
three directors for three-year terms in con¬ 
junction with the election of directors that 
was held at SIEC’s Annual Meeting on 
July 26, 2001. 

Shown above are (left to right) Orlis 
Harris, alternate; Patty Allbritten, alternate; 
Jack Thomas, alternate; Betty Casey, del¬ 
egate; Robert Heisner, alternate; Josh 
Reagor, delegate; George Holhubner, del¬ 
egate; Brad Penninger, delegate; and Rich¬ 
ard Walker, delegate, UOSUIBHUM l|8uoi 
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RECIPE 
This month’s recipe is a favorite of Leslie Harvel, SIEC cashier, and her family. 

This recipe disappears quickly at the Harvel family reunions. 

Turtle Cake 
1 pkg. German chocolate cake mix 1 pkg. Kraft caramels, 1 cup chocolate chips 
2/3 cup evaporated milk unwrapped 1 cup chopped pecans 
2/3 stick butter, melted 1/2 cup evaporated milk 1 cup powdered sugar 

Combine cake mix, butter, and 2/3 cup evaporated milk. Spread half of the cake 
mixture in a 9 x 13 pan. Bake for 10-12 minutes at 350 degrees. Melt caramels in 1/2 
cup evaporated milk. Spread over baked cake mixture. Top caramel mixture with 
chocolate chips and nuts. Next, top with remaining cake mixture. Bake 15-20 min¬ 
utes in 350 degree oven. Let cool and then sprinkle with powdered sugar. 

00 
■'t 

A Keurredfz&fbrbo'dmacmtev 
It may not seem like a big deal, but the way you heat wa¬ 

ter to make a nice hot cup of coffee or tea or a warming 

mug of instant soup can make a difference in your energy 

use. 

For instance, you may think that you’ll use less en¬ 

ergy to boil water if you start with hot water from the tap. 

In fact, it takes more energy for your water heater to heat 

the tap water than it does for your stove to bring cool water 

to a boil. 

But there are better ways to boil water than by firing 

up the range. A microwave can boil water quickly and very 

efficiently. An English-style electric kettle will also use less 

energy than your stove to heat water for coffee or tea. And 

if you’re doing some upgrades to your kitchen, consider 

adding a handy hot water dispenser, which does not draw 

hot water from the tank, at the sink-it provides a quick way 

to get hot water for tea and coffee without heating up the 

stovetop. AJJ MP|OJBH 

Source: Portland General Electric 

www.portlandgeneral. com/EE/aux html/TIps/tip 10. asp 

DonJtyet burned/ by batteries 
About 3,700 people a year are treated in hospital 

emergency rooms for battery-related chemical 

burns - and many of those treated are children under the 

age of 16. Take a few minutes to find out how to avoid 

the risk of being burned by household batteries. Take 

care when recharging. Rechargeable batteries are great, 

but you must be careful to use the right kind of charger 

for the type and size battery you have. Never use an au¬ 

tomobile battery charger to recharge flashlight batteries, 

and never try to recharge a disposable battery; in both 

cases, the battery can easily rupture, which puts you at 

risk for a painful chemical burn. 

Don’t mix batteries. If you try to replace just one of 

several old batteries in an appliance, the batteries may 

overheat and rupture. The same thing can happen if you 

mix alkaline batteries - the most common type - with car¬ 

bon-zinc batteries in the same appliance. Always use a 

complete set of new batteries of the same type when re¬ 

placing batteries. 

Install batteries properly. Be sure to put the positive 

and negative ends of the battery in the right position in 

your appliance; reversing the battery runs the risk of 

overheating, rupture, and chemical burn. This problem 

often arises when children try to replace batteries in 

toys. Don’t let your kids replace batteries themselves; do 

it for them! 

Source: Consumer Product Safety Commission 

www.cpsc.gov 
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jfi&yotmj; tfw oUComitk& ovzrke&tzds 
Heat stroke—a serious, sometimes 

fatal reaction to too much heat— 

usually attacks the very old, very 

young, sick, overweight or alcoholic. 

But heat exhaustion victims are most 

often young and healthy. These victims 

simply work or play too long and too 

hard when the weather is too hot. The 

result: excessive sweating and dehy¬ 

dration that can lead to heat exhaustion. 

Symptoms of heat 
exhaustion 
• Dizziness or feeling faint 

• Nausea 

• Extreme sweating or 

clammy skin 

• Rapid pulse 

• Thirst 

Treatment 
• Move to the shade or the 

cool indoors. 

• Loosen tight clothing. 

• Drink lots of cool (not cold) 

water in small sips. 

• Rest. 

• If you don’t feel better in 

a few minutes, call your doctor. 

Prevention 
• Drink lots of fluids before, 

during and after your workout. 

• Keep your workouts 

short until you’re used to 

hotter temperatures. 

Test yourself 
How much do you know 

about staying healthy while 

out in the heat? Test yourself 

by reading the following 

statements, deciding if 

they’re “fact orfiction,” then 

comparing your answers with 

the “truth.” 

1. A single, severe case of 

sunburn when you’re a tod¬ 

dler can result in skin cancer 

later on. Fact. The most serious form 

of skin cancer, malignant melanoma, 

is more likely to be caused by single 

incidents of severe burning while 

young, ratherthan years of sun expo¬ 

sure. 

2. You sweat off an average of a pint 

of water when you exercise out in the 

sun for an hour. Fiction. The number’s 

more like two quarts! 

So the total amount you 

need to drink before, 

during and after your 

activity should be at 

least that much. 

3. Always wear a hat 

when out in the sun. 

Fiction. While a hat 

might protect your eyes 

and face from sun dam¬ 

age, some styles keep 
your head from releas¬ 

ing heat. If you want to 

protect your face from 

the sun, wear a sun visor or a hat 

that’s well ventilated. 

4. You can die from over-exposure to 

the sun. Fact. When overheating or 

high temperatures won’t let the body 

release enough heat through sweating 

and blood vessel dilation, heat stroke 

can result, causing brain damage or 

even death. The signs: hot, dry skin; 

high fever; dizziness; nausea; head¬ 

ache; unconsciousness. 

5. Ice-cold water is the best treat¬ 

ment for heat stroke victims. Fact. But 

not to drink! Use the water to sponge 

down the victim’s skin. Do this imme¬ 

diately as you wait for the emergency 

crew to arrive. If the victim’s con¬ 

scious, give small sips 

of cool, not cold, water. 

6. If you use pre¬ 

scription drugs, you may 

suffer unusual reactions 

in the sun. Fact. In some 

cases, antihistamines, 

tranquilizers, oral contra¬ 

ceptives, blood pressure 

medicines and antibiot¬ 

ics can cause extreme 

burning or other serious 
allergic reactions. 

7. As long as the 

temperature is less than 

90 degrees it’s safe to be active out in 

the sun. Fiction. It’s not only tempera¬ 

ture that determines unsafe weather, 

but humidity levels too. If the tempera¬ 

ture rises above 80 degrees and the 

humidity level is above 80 percent, 

don’t overdo it! 

Membership' prize' 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUF? we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part 
of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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Th& seven/ cooperative/ principles—cvkat 
they mcMvto co-op/Members 

This u tk^ second op the two winning essays in the Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative Youth/ to Washington essay content. This essay was 
written by Century High/School Junior, Danielle Hefner jronv Perks, Illinois. 
Board President Larry fisher congratulates Hefner above/. 

From childhood I have been taught 

that “Two heads are better than 

one,” and this relatively simple idea 

effectively illustrates the concept of 

cooperation and teamwork. Children 

are told daily that almost any task can 

be accomplished with enough assis¬ 

tance from others. For example, every 

child knows that the most mind-bog¬ 

gling mystery can be solved by the 

collaboration of Watson and Holmes, 

whereas alone, Watson would be 

stumped. Another example of success¬ 

ful teamwork is found in the music 

world. Tim Magraw and Faith Hill are 

two of today’s country music icons, 

and although their individual record¬ 

ings often become hits, when working 

as a team, their duets become instant 

chart-toppers! Employing the same 

premise, Benjamin Franklin utilized 
this elementary idea of teamwork 

when he devised one of the most effi¬ 

cient and beneficial systems found in 

today’s society—cooperatives. A co¬ 

operative is simply a group of mem¬ 

bers who have equal control and 

ownership in an association while 

working together for a common ser¬ 

vice. These associations are guided by 

seven principles that have laid a 

strong foundation for cooperatives 

while yet offering great benefits to their 

members. 

The firm foundation of coopera¬ 

tives is most obviously seen in the 

first four principles: voluntary and open 

membership, democratic member 

control, members’ economic participa¬ 

tion, and autonomy and independence. 

The principle of voluntary and open 

membership ensures a cooperative’s 

willingness to accept all people into 

the group without fear of gender, racial, 

social, political or religious discrimi¬ 

nation. This principle also outlines the 

responsibilities and expectations of the 

members: to make use of the services 

provided and to be willing to accept 

and perform their duties as co-owners 

and affiliates. Democratic control also 

provides strength to the system. Mem¬ 

bers have equal participation and vot¬ 

ing rights in cooperatives. The people 

who make up the group elect or ap¬ 

point representatives to conduct its 

affairs. In the third principle, the eco¬ 

nomic aspect of cooperatives is out¬ 

lined. The capital gained from 

cooperatives is equally distributed 

among members and often used to 

support various services. Autonomy 

and independence, the last “founda¬ 

tion” principle, outlines a cooperative’s 

ability to be self-sustaining. In the 

event of external support or agree¬ 

ments, cooperatives are to remain 

democratic in nature. These principles 

clearly demonstrate that strong, moral 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric 

Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

(618) 827-3555 
RO. Box 100 

Dongoia, iL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 
Scott L. Dry 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

virtues are essential to the stability of all 

organizations, including cooperatives. 

The last three principles—education, 

training and information; cooperation 

among cooperatives; and concern for com¬ 

munity—offer tremendous benefits for 

members. Cooperatives directly provide 

the instruction and training needed to equip 

their members for successful business. 

This education not only prepares members 

for duty, but it also allows them to under¬ 

stand and appreciate the cause for which 

they are working. Additionally, coopera¬ 

tives help to inform the general public 

about their benefits through newsletters, 

pamphlets, and even word of mouth. The 

principle of cooperation among coopera¬ 

tives permits the groups to work as teams. 

Whether working with local agencies or 

even international structures, cooperatives 

can be of greater service when collaborat¬ 

ing with others. Guided by their last prin¬ 

ciple-concern for community—it is 

obvious that cooperatives are dedicated to 

the welfare of not only their members, but 

also the community as a whole by creating 

policies to increase development and ensure 

that people prosper from their efforts. 

It seems apparent that the system of coop¬ 

eration is tremendously effective and useful to 

those who utilize it. In 1752, Benjamin Franklin 

opted to benefit from the use of cooperation 

when he first envisioned the cooperative con¬ 

cept. This idea, designed specifically for the use 

of farmers and citizens in Franklin’s day, is still 

of monumental benefit in society today. In es¬ 

sence, cooperatives were born out of great 

need, and today they still reach out to fulfill the 

needs of others through the distribution and 

maintenance of their various goods and ser¬ 

vices. The seven principles by which coopera¬ 

tives are guided allow this system, which was 

created so long ago, to continue to grow while 

retaining the sound foundation that has allowed 

cooperatives to endure throughout the years. 

Because of these outstanding cooperative prin¬ 

ciples and the undying commitment and dedica¬ 

tion exercised yet today by the cooperative form 

of doing business, it is safe to assume that co¬ 

operatives will continue to faithfully serve their 

members for many generations to come. 

J86UHHQ M8ipuv 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 
Larry Lovell 

Attorney 
Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 
Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

(800) 762-1400 
or Call Dongoia Office 

(618) 827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 
Dongoia office 

(618) 827-3555 
Dongoia office 

Members’ Economic Participations 
Members contribute equitably to, and co-op. Members allocate surpluses for such 

democratically control, the capital of purposes as developing the cooperative and 

their cooperative. At least part of that capi- setting up capital reserves. J36am)| laeqoey 

tal is usually the common property of the 

16 oz box rotini pasta 1/3 cup sliced green onions 

8 oz botde of Italian salad dressing, zesty style 1 cup broccoli florets 

smalljar marinated artichoke hearts, undrained 1 cup chopped tomatoes 

smalljar chopped pimientos, drained Vi tsp. garlic powder 

small can sliced black olives, drained fresh grated parmesan cheese 

Cook pasta according to directions on package, drain and put in large serving 

bowl. Add artichoke hearts, pimientos, black olives, sliced green onions, broccoli 

florets, chopped tomatoes, and garlic powder to the pasta. Pour Italian salad 

dressing over mixture. Toss till mixed. Chill for several hours. When ready to 

serve top with grated parmesan cheese. 
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A Youth Odyssey 

Tke^ studentsparticipatuuj tit Youth to Washington are,pictured, here, with Congress- 

man Jerry Costello on, Capitol Hill. They are,,prom, lept: Vanielle, Hepner, Ashley Short, 

Congressman, Costello, Jessl Clark,, Timothy Capps and, Christy Couins. 

ILLINOIS 

Youth to WaskinsjtoK, tour a, success 

Flive students represented Southern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative on the annual Youth to Washington tour. During 

the week of June 15-22, participating students visited 
Washington D.C. to learn about their government. Timothy 
Capps of Karnak and Danielle Hefner of Perks participated 
as SIEC's essay winners. Jessi Clark of Jonesboro was 
awarded the trip as part of her prize for becoming Miss 
SIEC 2000. Kristy Collins and Ashley Short, both of Karnak, 
participated as “Willie Wirehand Students,” each paying for 
part or all of their trip. 

John Freitag, vice president of operations at the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and coordinator of 
the program, said, “The electric cooperatives started this 
program in 1958 as a way to recognize young leaders, re¬ 
ward them and introduce them to their government in ac¬ 

tion. After 42 of these youth trips to Washington, the goal of 
our program remains the same. We’re pleased to recognize 
some of rural Illinois’ best and brightest young people 
through this program.” 

Students were able to meet and converse with their 
local congressmen at a Capitol Hill luncheon. They also met 
Senator Dick Durbin on the steps of the U.S. Capitol. In addi¬ 
tion, they visited Arlington National Cemetery, the National 
Cathedral, the Supreme Court, the Smithsonian Museums, 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Newseum, the 
Roosevelt and Lincoln Memorials, the Washington Monu¬ 
ment and a number of other historical sites. This event is 
sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of 
Illinois. Fifty-four rural Illinois youth leaders were selected 
for the trip, meiw IMIV 

Watch for new and exciting changes on our website. 

Check it out at %SIGC.Org 

Membership'prunes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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Taking a closer look 
at your drinking 

Whether you have a private 

water supply, such as a well, 

or tap into the public water supply, you 

should be aware of the possibility of 

contamination. Even though drinking 

water supplies are regulated for 

safety by the state, by the time the 

water comes out of your faucet at 

home there could be a problem. 
Approximately 4.1 million people 

use water from underground sources 

in Illinois, according to the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 

Bureau of Water. Thirty percent of 

communities with their own ground- 

water supply withdraw that supply 

from an unconfined aquifer - an aqui¬ 

fer susceptible to pollution because a 

natural geological barrier, like lime¬ 

stone, does not protect them from 
pollutants on land. According to the 

Illinois ERA, 10 percent of the commu¬ 

nity water supply wells in the state 

are affected by contaminants. 

Those not dependant on the com¬ 

munity supplies for their water are the 

approximately 400,000 private well 

users in the state. Private wells can 

threaten area water quality when im¬ 

properly abandoned. Private 

sewage-disposal systems, such as 

septic tanks, can also be hazardous 

to the community’s drinking water. To 

learn how to properly seal your well, 

contact the Illinois Water Sealing Coa¬ 

lition at (217) 782-5830, or visit their 

web site, http://dnr.state.il.us/orep/ 
inrin/eq/well/trial.htm. 

Proper location of wells will re¬ 

duce the risk of contamination to pub¬ 

lic and private water sup¬ 

plies. A well must never be 

closer than 10 feet to sewers, 

50 feet to septic tanks, or 75 feet 

to sewage seepage fields, according 

to the Illinois Department of Public 

Health, the department responsible for 

regulating private wells in the state. 

They suggest using a bleach solution 

of chlorine to disinfect a contaminated 

well, directions for which you can find 

on the department’s web site, 
www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/ 

factsheets/drilledwIsFS.htm. 

Even if your water is supplied by 

a large public or municipal body, and 

therefore regulated for safety by the 

federal and state governments, there 

is a chance that deteriorating pipes in 

your home could cause contamina¬ 

tion, according to the University of 

Illinois Agricultural Cooperative Exten¬ 

sion Service. The service suggests 

testing your water, whether publicly or 

privately supplied, if the following 

conditions apply: your water has a 

bad taste or smell; your household 

plumbing contains lead pipes, brass 

fittings, or lead-solder joints; you need 

a water softener; your water leaves 

scaly residues and soap scum; the 

pipes and plumbing show signs of 

erosion. You can request that the Illi¬ 

nois Department of Public Health col¬ 

lect a sample of your water for 

testing, free of charge, or you can 

contact your local extension office for 

a list of state-wide water-testing labs. 

The Association of Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperatives (AIEC) meets regu¬ 

larly to discuss rural water issues. 

According to Don Wood, director of 

government relations for AIEC, this 

type of involvement is part of the 

state’s co-ops ongoing mission to 

improve the living standards of coop¬ 

erative members. For example, in 

1994 the AIEC was instrumental in 

passing legislation allowing residents 

access to the water of Lake 

Shelbyville. Many electric coopera¬ 

tives are also involved in rural water 

projects. 

For more information, visit 
www.waterandhealth.org, a web site 

geared toward public health and water 

quality news, or the Illinois EPA web 

site, www.epa.state.il.us/water/ 
water-quality, or call the Safe Drinking 

Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791. To 

order publications from the Natural 

Resource, Agriculture, and Engineering 

Service on the quality of drinking water, 

call (607) 255-7654 or visit their web 

site, www.nraes.org. The number for the 

Illinois Department of Public Health is 

(800) 825-3518. Send e-mail inquiries 

about the state’s water quality to Paul 

Terrio, pjterrio@usgs.gov, at the U.S. 

Geological survey. You can also con¬ 

tact your Illinois cooperative extension 

service for more information regarding 

the quality of your water supply at 
www.extension.uiuc.edu. 
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Miss' Southerns lllutois Electric Cooperative 2001 

Risa Renee Flamm, 17 year old 
daughter of Pat and Ron Flamm 

of Anna, is the new Miss Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative for 2001. 
Risa received her crown at the annual 
meeting of cooperative members held 
July 26 at Shawnee Community Col¬ 
lege in Ullin. Other prizes included a 
sash, trophy, check for $150, and an 
all expense paid week long trip to 
Washington, D.C. in June 2002. 

Risa is currently a senior at 
Anna-Jonesboro Community High 
School. After high school graduation 
she plans on attending the University 
of Mississippi where she will major 
in dentistry and hopes to become an 
orthodontist. She would like to return 
to southern Illinois and open her own 
orthodontic practice in the area. 

During her first three years of 
high school, Risa has been involved 
in Student Council, Spanish Club, and 
Local Honor Society. She has also 
been recognized as a Scholar Athlete 
and is on the High Honor Roll. 

Athletically she has been an ac¬ 
tive member of the volleyball team, 
track team and cheerleading squad. 
During her sophomore year she was 
named “Most Improved Cheerleader.” 
She also finds time to volunteer at a 
local homeless help center, helps 
conduct a cheerleading clinic for 
young girls, and helps clean up the 
community by picking up trash and 
raking leaves. 

Risa’s hobbies include a very 
strong passion for horseback riding. 
She is a 10 year member of a pony 
club, a seven year member of the Girl 
Scouts and a four year member of 4-H. 

The retiring Miss Southern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative for 2000, 
Jessi Kayla Clark, crowned the new 
Miss Southern 2001 at the end of this 
year’s annual meeting. Jessi is cur¬ 
rently attending Southern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity at Carbondale where she is 
majoring in Pre-Med. supidon ewig 

ILLINOI 

flauwv, 

Miss Southerns Illinois Electric 2001 

Three board members 
re-elected 
At this year’s 62nd annual meeting, members of the co¬ 

operative re-elected three directors. From left: Scott 
L. Ury, re-elected director from Union County; Richard 
Moss, re-elected director from Alexander County; Larry 
Lovell; general manager and Dale E. Taake, re-elected 
director from Pulaski County, aoejg jjaqou AUDI 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric 
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www.siec.org 

(618) 827-3555 
RO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 
Scott L Ury 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
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Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 
Larry Lovell 

Attorney 
Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
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Dir. of Administration & 
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8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

(800) 762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 

(618) 827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 
Dongola office 

(618) 827-3555 
Dongola office 

62‘ Annual Meeting 
A current co-op-member OMXLCU 

future, co-op member enjoying the. 

Courtney Woodson, and Chris Boyd, SIBC em¬ 

ployees, distribute $10 credit certificates and 

Milking sticks to registered members. 
Standing unthtkisyear’s udnner are the judges 

for tke pageant. Left to right are Kalph Qra,- 

ham,; Vot Ckamness; Miss SIEC 2001, Pisa, Renee 

Flamm,; Dr. Art Arlemon; and Miss Southern, 

SIEC employees Lisa, Mead, (left) 

Harvel register a, member for tke evening’*, 

and Leslie 

axtunties. 

Contestants for this year’s Miss Southern, Illinois Electric Cooperative 2001 pageant are, left to 

right: Carmetka, Waddy, Villa, Ridge; Miss SIEC 2001, Risa, Renee Elamm,, Anna,; Emily Diane 

Hannan, Olmsted; Ashley Renee Stokes, Buncombe; Ashley Lynn Miller, Anna,; f Runner Up,, 

Kristen Damn, Thetford, Cobden,; Rebekak, Bogan, Tamms; 2^ Runner Up-, Amy Marguerite 

Heinrichs, Anna,; Jenna, Beth Talmage, Cypress; Samech Bogan, Tamms; Miss Congeniality, 

Athena, Marie Jordan, Ullin; and Sarah, Elizabeth Inman, Qrand Chain. 9|U!Q '0 J8HBM 
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Southern 
Services, LLC 

B tfc' uuv; uliLUtut: 

Pictured;front Left arc 1st runner up KrUtin Vaunt Tketjord; Miss 

SPEC 2001 RJLSOS Renee Eiantnt; 2d1 runner ujr Amy Marguerite; 

Heinrichs; and Miss (U>rgenudLty Athene MarieJordan. 

Dan Dentonfrom; Power Net QiobaL unis on kand 

to sign members eg for Long distance service. 

Engraved watches were presented in recognition of 25years 

of cooperative service at this year’s annuruL meeting. Board 

President Larry Ebsker and SPEC Qeneral Manager Larry 

Lovell congratulate recipients. 

^^Erom; Left are Linda, 

Thegospel quartet “Eortress”provided entertainment 

for the evening. 

SPEC Board President Larry Elsker presents recogni¬ 

tion plagues to two recently retired co-op; employees. 

Left 
J ‘Ip are Peon 

'■ .... Vans and 
^SST Larry 

^ ^ i Elsker. 

Erom Left are 

Ron Medlin and 

Larry Elsker. 

Erom; Left are Tone 

Keller, Larry 

Elsker and Larry ^ 

Lovell. 

Erom Left are 

Dare Aden 

and Larry 

Elsker. M 

CO 

Membmhithprizes 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUf? we have printed the names of three members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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EARLY BIRD PRIZES 

Ducks Unlimited Ray-O-Vac Compass Lantern 
Guy Gray Supply Co. 
Herman C. Lawrence, Anna 

Jacto 16 L Backpack Sprayer 
UAP Midwest 
Warren W. Wiseman, Metropolis 

12" Oscillating Fan 
Retcher-Reinhardt & Co. 
James Kindle, Dongola 

Water Works 125 Ft Garden Hose 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Olene D. Logan, Olmsted 

Oil Filter Change w/Lube 
Linwood Motors 
Ethel I. Honey, Tamms 

Oneida 45 pc Stainless Steel Service 
Eari Edmonds 
Raymond Hendrick, Ullin 

Lasko 3 Speed Wind Machine 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Violet Halterman, Anna 

West Bend 12” Electric Skillet 
Kerber, Eck& Braeckel, CPA's 
Charles W. Edwards, Villa Ridge 

One Free Safety Deposit Box Rental 
Anna National Bank 
Glenn Tripp, Cobden 

Weber Smokey Joe Charcoal Grill 
SIEC 
Frank Edward Graham, Jonesboro 

FINAL PRIZES 

Handi Works 86 pc Garage Tool Set 
SIEC 
Donald Andrew Childers, Goreville 

2001 Silver Eagle Coin 
Anna National Bank 
Michael Taake, Ullin 

Polaroid 35mm Camera Kit 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Blanche Mize, Villa Ridge 

Thermos Steel Outdoor thermos 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Darrell G. Ballard, Belknap 

Two Cardinal Baseball Tickets 
WKRO Radio, Cairo 
Steve Anderson, Kamak 

One yr. sub Dongola Tri-County Record 
Dongola Tri-County Record 
Freddy Waddy, Villa Ridge 

Folding Tray/Table 
SIEC 
Beverly K. Licka, Buncombe 

Tasco 12x25 Binoculars 

Oil Reid Electric & Tree Trimming 
Odell Williams, Kamak 

Home Trends Decorative Clock 
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel, CPA’s 
Clifford Junior Sadler, Jonesboro 

One yr. sub The Gazette Democrat 
The Gazette Democrat 
Ira Dugan Tripp, Cobden 

AMMUAL Meeting prizes txwnrdeti 
$50 Credit on Electric Bill 
Image Quest, LLC 
RogerC. Hopewell, Anna 

Stringer Advanced Insect Control Lamp 
Oil Reid Electric & Tree Trimming 
Reba Hale, Kamak 

Stanley Powerlock 25' Tape Measure 
IBEW702 
Martha Burgess, Brookport 

Rival 4QT Electric Ice Cream Maker 
Electric Lab & Sales, Inc. 
Vivian R. Bankson, McClure 

Stihl Chain for Chain Saw 
John McCarver's Repair Service 
Brian K. Dye, Metropolis 

Rome Essentials 24” Wheeled Suitcase 
Oil Reid Electric & Tree Trimming 
Allen R. Kelley, Buncombe 

2001 Silver Eagle Coin 
Anna National Bank 
Willis A. Lance, Olmsted 

Marion Kay Spices 
Brownstown Electric 
Ken Baker, Makanda 

Weed Eater Electric Trimmer 
Oil Reid Electric & Tree Trimming 
Lillian Fern Thompson, Dongola 

Golf Umbrella & Drink Containers 
Rrst Cellular 
Geraldine Holt, Metropolis 

Oil & Filter Change for Auto/Truck 
Guetterman Motors, Inc. 
Carl J. Krempasky, Metropolis 

Pyrex 2 Qt Insulated Food Carrier Set 
SIEC 
Mark K. Garner, Ullin 

Everstart Road Power Booster Cables 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Christina 0. Mammon, Buncombe 

BH&G 5 pc Garden Tool set 
1BEW702 
Dennis Boyd, Anna 

Mr. Coffee 2 Qt Iced Tea Maker 

SIEC 
Howard R.Theis, Dongola 

Dr. Scholl's Foot Spa Plus 
SIEC 
Glenda Johnson, Dongola 

B&D Rechargeable Storm Light 
United Utility Supply Co-op 
Charles 0. Sharp, Olmsted 

Everstart Battery Charger 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Double C Farms, Dongola 

Vernon Spreader/Slicer/Driver/Socket Set 
Fruit Belt Service Co. 
Homer Ramage, Olmsted 

Zebco Rshing Rod, Reel &Tackle Kit 
SIEC 
Sarah E. Taake, Ullin 

Mr. Coffee 12 Cup Coffeemaker 

Oil Reid Electric STree Trimming 
Marsha E. Murphy, Metropolis 

Chevrolet T-Shirt & Baseball Cap 
Coad Chev-Olds-Porrtiac 
James W. Eaves, Buncombe 

Golf Umbrella & Drink Containers 
First Cellular 
Howard R. Davie, Jonesboro 

Vernon Spreader/Slicer/Driver/Socket Set 
Fruit Belt Service Co. 
Donna Lois Smith, Belknap 

One yr sub Gazette Democrat 
The Gazette Democrat 
Henry McBride, Vienna 

Sunbeam Dial Scale 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
RogerW. Waller, Anna 

2 Gal All-Weather Antifreeze & Coolant 
Honey’s Service Station 
Harlan Nimmo, Dongola 

3 CDs & 4 Coffee Mugs 
WMOK, Metropolis 
Carroll G. Higgins, Belknap 

Coleman Rechargeable Rashlight 
Oil Reid Electric & Tree Trimming 
James R. Clark, Vienna 

Home Trends Folding Tray/Table 
SIEC 
Jannifer L. Powell, Tamms 

GE Electric Knife & Carving Set 
Oil Field Hectric & Tree Trimming 
Waldo Baptist Church, Metropolis 

Rival Deep Fryer 
IBEW702 
Mary H. Bakehouse, Metropolis 

Stanley Hex Key Set 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Richard Rottmann, Metropolis 

Dirt Devil Hand Vac 
Milsoft Integrated Systems 
Roy L. Eastwood, Karnak 

Annin U.S. Flag Set 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Helen Eunice Eastwood, Belknap 

Stanley 23” Metal Tool Box 

SIEC 
M.E. Church of Ware, Jonesboro 

Nelson Copper Whirling Sprinkler 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
William Edward Meyer, Anna 

B&D Rechargeable Storm Light 
United Utility Supply Co-op 
Fern Waddy, Olmsted 

Leather Attache' Case 
ITRON 
Josh K. Reagor, Karnak 

Golf Shirt 
Shawnee Community College 
John Lindell Brenningmeyer, Metropolis 

Zebco 150 pc Tackle Kit 

Oil Reid Electric & Tree Trimming 
Bobby E. Wright, Karnak 

Regent 240 Degree Security Floodlight 
Milsoft Integrated Systems 
Edward Lessar, Ullin 

Coleman 12 can Cooler & Kozie Cups 
Daffron& Associates 
Millie Marie Sexton, Kamak 

First Alert Household Rre Ext. 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Lawrence E. James, Karnak 

MecoSizzler Charcoal Grill 
Stiles Office Products 
Daniel J. Moriarity, Jonesboro 

B&D Electronic 4 Slice Toaster 
Oil Reid Electric & Tree Trimming 
Donald G. Eddleman, Anna 

Primaware 2 pc Omelet Pan Set 
SIEC 
Carolyn Hironimus, Tamms 

Sunbeam King size Heating Pad 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Delbert L. Goines, Grand Chain 

Hobbs Halogen Portable Work Lamp 
Drake-Scruggs 
Mike Gene Lowery, Metropolis 

Corning Ware 5 Qt Dish w/Glass Cover 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Lorene Faye Lingle, Buncombe 

Vernon Spreader/Slicer/Driver/Socket Set 
Fruit Belt Service Co. 
Harold J. Altenberger, Metropolis 

Calculator, Clip, Mouse Pad, Insulated Mug 
& Cap —ITRON 
Wilborn L. Barnhart, Jonesboro 

Sunbeam 3 pc BBQ Tool Set 
SIEC 
Mill Creek Baptist Church, Mill Creek 

Padded Folding Lawn Chair 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Harold Morgan, Dongola 

Home Trends Magazine Rack & Floor Lamp 
Midwest Visual 
Lois Loraine Vinson Kerley, Vienna 

B&D 3.6 Volt Cordless Screwdriver 
SIEC 
Doris J. Welch, Tamms 

Igloo 60 Qt Cooler 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Dale Mowery, Tamms 

First Alert Smoke Alarm 
SIEC 
Wayne Paul Strieker, Karnak 

Scrub Devil Cordless Scrubber 
Building Services Supply Co. 
R. Edwin Eddleman, Anna 

Imperial Apex Folding Sportsman Tool 
Brown Wood Preserving Co., Inc. 
Jerrie Clayton, Anna 

First Alert Carbon Monoxide Alarm 
SIEC 
James PWendling, Anna 

Stanley Prosharp Staple/Nail Gun 
SIEC 
VemerG. Hicks, Kamak 

Hummingbird Feeder 
Flower Girls Florist 
Preston George, Belknap 

Watch for new and exciting changes on our website. 
Check it out at WWW.SieC.org 

Rain Gauge & Cap 
Karraker Feed & Seed 
Donald Lee Canada, Kamak 

West Bend Oval Crockery Cooker 
SIEC 
Donald R. Laird, Metropolis 

Paper Shredder w/Wastebasket 
Middleton Htg & A/C 
William R. Larrison, Belknap 

14 pc Cutlery Block Set 
IBEW702 
Cache Chapel Church, Ullin 

Thermos 2 Qt Pump Pot 
SIEC 
Jessie M. Kimmins, Olmsted 

Pur Water Filtration System 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
William Don Severs, Anna 

Rubbermaid Folding Step Stool 
SIEC 
Thelma Vick, Tamms 

9 Outlet Surge Protector 
Midwest Visual 
Robert L. Stubblefield, Karnak 

Plano Tackle Box 
SIEC 
Norman Proffitt, Metropolis 

Home Trends Wood Magazine Rack 
SIEC 
Grady Sappington, Mill Creek 

Lenoxx CD Player & AM/FM Stereo 
Brown Wood Preserving Co., Inc. 
Eddie Cockrel, Metropolis 

Hamilton Beach Can Opener 
SIEC 
Michael Lynn Inman, Cobden 

Handi Works Cordless Mini Drill 
Oil Field Electric & Tree Trimming 
Donald Eugene Riley, Kamak 

Revere Whistling Tea Kettle 
SIEC 
John Schnaare, Olmsted 

Touchtone Telephone 
Graybar Supply Co. 
Clinton Delene Felker, Karnak 

Assorted Office Supplies 
T & I Office Supplies 
Thelma's Beauty Box, Tamms 

Birdhouse 
Delta Mobile Testing 
Bernard Kotter, Karnak 

Armstrong Thermos 
Jim Wilson Company 
Raymond Crockett, Grantsburg 

Bolt Cutters 
Hastings Fiberglass Products 

Guy H. Inman, Grand Chain 

GRAND PRIZES 

$300 Cash from SIEC 
Jerry Duckworth, Dongola 

$100 Cash from SIEC 
Richard Rottmann, Metropolis 

$50 Cash from SIEC 
EdgarTrexler, Alto Pass 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 • (618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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Automatic billjoaywjj options 
You can now arrange to have your 

monthly electric payment deducted 
from your checking account. This is a 
great way to pay your bill and to make 
sure your payment is received on time. 
Avoid paying those late charges while 
you are away from home or if you have 
a busy schedule. 

Here’s how it will work: 
If you want to have your payment 

automatically deducted from your ac¬ 
count-call the Billing Department at 
(800) 762-1400 to make arrangements. 
You will need to sign the proper autho¬ 
rization form, either in person or 
through the mail. Once accepted, you 
then supply us with your meter read¬ 
ing. Forthe next 10 months, on a 12- 
month cycle, your readings will be 
estimated based upon usage from the 
previous year. Your account will be 
debited the amount for that estimated 
usage. Then in the 12th month, you will 
read your meter and we can either 
debit or credit your account for the 
“catch-up” balance—depending upon 
the over or under estimation of your 
bill. You can choose either a 6 or 12 

month cycle for this process. 
Between the 5th and 1 (P of each 

month your account will be debited the 
amount of the bill. The payment will 
appear on your checking statement. 
That’s all there is to it - so quick and 
easy! ajoui8)|e|g aor 

If you don’t 
have sufficient 
funds in your ac¬ 
count on the pay¬ 
ment date, then you 
would be treated as 
if you had written 
an insufficient 
funds check. You 
may incur charges 
from your financial institution and the 
cooperative. 

You can also make your payments 
with your MasterCard or Visa credit 
card. Give us your payment instruc¬ 
tions and card number and we will 
process your payment immediately. 
When using credit cards, a small 
transaction fee will be accessed. 

Automatic bill paying is conve¬ 
nient, gives you peace of mind, is fi¬ 

nancially flexible, can be done in a 
timely manner, and you have fewer 
checks to write and mail. 

Give us a call to get started. Call the 
Billing Department at (800) 762-1400. 

Yommay umtito reatitkti... 
From time to time, SIEC directors, 

staff and employees would like to 
remind members of specific policies 
that it utilizes. Two very important 
policies on meter tampering and false 
readings are presented below that we 
would like our members to be aware 
of. If any member has a specific ques¬ 
tion or concern relating to one or both 

of these policies, please contact the 
cooperative. 

Meter tampering 
Members who endeavor to avoid 

paying their full electric bills by tam¬ 
pering with or bypassing metering 
equipment, or resorting to other im¬ 
proper devices or otherwise willfully 

failing to pay the correct amount of an 
electric bill, shall be notified to discon¬ 
tinue such practice and to adjust and 
pay any proper amount owed. 

In cases of willful tampering or 
bypassing metering equipment to 
avoid paying for energy, the coopera¬ 
tive may: 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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Southern Illinois 
Electric 

Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

(618) 827-3555 
PO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-treas. 
Scott L. Ury 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 
Larry Lovell 

Attorney 
Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 
Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

(800) 762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 

(618) 827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 
Dongola office 

(618) 827-3555 
Dongola office 

(Continued from page 16a) 

1. Demand full and immediate payment 
for any amounts properly owed. 

2. Assess penalties of not less than 
$1,000 for each circumstance of willful 
meter tampering or bypass. The 
amount of the penalty will be deter¬ 
mined by the manager. 

3. Disconnect without notice any mem¬ 
ber who after notification by the coop¬ 
erative continues to tamper with or 
bypass meter equipment. 

4. File a criminal action against the 
member(s). 

5. Require payment of actual labor and 
material costs to repair or replace the 
meter. 
Willful meter tampering or bypass, as 

used in this policy, shall include but not be 
limited to broken meter socket seal com¬ 

bined with other proof of tampering, proof of 
watt-hour meter tampering, or use of mechani¬ 
cal devices to purposely bypass the watt-hour 
meter or prevent its rotation. 

False readings 
A member who willfully submits a false 

reading(s) to the cooperative may have the fol¬ 
lowing enacted upon them: 
1. Demand full and immediate payment for 

any amounts properly owed. 
2. Disconnect without notice any member 

who after notification by the cooperative 
continues to submit false readings. 

3. File a criminal action against the 
member(s). in the event it becomes neces¬ 
sary for cooperative personnel to read the 
meter of a member who reports false 
meter readings, a service charge of $25 
per reading shall be assessed. 
aGemeu ejeqjeg 

Watch for new and exciting chant[es on our website. 
Check it out at WWW.SI6C.0rg 

RECIPE 
This month’s recipe is from Leslie Treat, wife 
of SIEC Journeyman lineman, Stanley Treat. It's 

quick and easy as well as great tasting. 

Spaghetti Casserole 
Vz green pepper, chopped 

Vi onion, chopped 

V4 cup margarine 

2 cups diced cooked chicken 

7 oz spaghetti, cooked & drained 

Vi cup grated cheddar cheese 

Vi teaspoon each of salt & pepper 

1 can cream of chicken soup 

1 can cream of celery soup 

1 cup of milk 

Cook pepper and onion in margarine for 5 minutes. Mix remaining ingredi¬ 

ents with this except for the cheese. Spread into a 9X13 pan and bake at 350 

degrees for 30-35 minutes. Add grated cheese and bake another 15 minutes. 

Membership' prize 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we haverprinted the names of three members of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards 
their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this center section, and it’s not part of the 
story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will apply $10 
toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 
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OKs tk& buying sid& oftk& meter: 

Os consumer vieur of electricity dereyulatioKy 

CO 

The deregulation of U.S. indus¬ 
tries has taught one clear lesson 

- not every customer gets treated 
equally or equitably. 

People who don’t travel by air¬ 
line or who don’t make many long¬ 
distance phone calls may not have 
been affected by deregulation of 
those industries. A bad job of 
deregulating the electricity industry, 
though, will affect everyone because 
everyone depends on the quality of 
life supported by electric power. 

Economists and marketers have 
promoted the rosy side of electricity 
deregulation with deep thinking and 
sensational promises. That’s ex¬ 
pected from the people who want to 
be on the selling side of the busi¬ 
ness. But what about those who are 
on the buying side of the meter? 

Consumer-owned electric coop¬ 
eratives comprise the one electric 
utility industry segment that is dedi¬ 
cated to those who are on the buying 
side of the meter. Why? Because 
those electricity buyers are also the 
owners of the cooperative utility, and 
because they operate the utility only 
for the service. 

That’s why the local leaders of 
consumer-owned cooperative elec¬ 
tric utilities are guarding against the 
potential negative effects of deregu¬ 
lation on average people. Their con¬ 
cerns include the fair treatment of all 
customers, access to affordable 
electric service for everyone and 
electric system safety and reliability. 
Achieving those results should be 
the primary goals of deregulation, 
no mere footnotes. 

Local electric cooperative lead¬ 

ers have said that any federal or state 
proposal to restructure the industry 
should have appropriate consumer 
and industry safeguards and should 
achieve the following: 

Small Consumers must be 
treated fairly 

Deregulation could affect small, low- 
volume consumers much differently 
than large, high-volume consumers. 
Electricity costs should not be 
shifted to smaller customers, caus¬ 
ing rate hikes for residential or small 
business customers who do not 
have the bargaining clout to negoti¬ 
ate the lowest rates, as do the large 
industrial customers. 

Everyone should have access 
to affordable electric service 

Access to affordable, reliable electric 
service is essential for all people. 
Low-income consumers and people 
in rural or inner-city areas should be 
protected from price gouging and 
poor service. Without universal ser¬ 
vice guarantees, deregulating the 
industry will not help all consumers. 

Safety and reliability must not 
be jeopardized. 

The U.S. electric utility industry is 
the world’s safest and most reliable. 
That achievement should not be 
compromised in a rush to restruc¬ 
ture the industry. Nobody will benefit 
from unreliable service or hazardous 
operations. 

Other issues to consider... 
Competition will be eliminated if 
electric power generation capacity is 

concentrated in the hands of a few 
huge corporations. Customers could 
suffer if there are few sellers from 
which to buy and those few sellers 
are not held accountable to con¬ 
sumer safeguards. Electric utility 
mergers and mergers of electric and 
natural gas suppliers are reducing 
the number of competitors and 
could stunt the growth of competi¬ 
tive markets. 

Through their electricity bills, 
electric cooperative consumers pay 
substantial state and local taxes. 
Electric industry deregulation could 
cause the shifting away or loss of 
tax revenues. Such income loss 
could hurt states and local commu¬ 
nities that work hard to be self-sup¬ 
porting. 

Will deregulation help 
all consumers? 

There is not universal agreement 
about it. Some studies say that small 
business, residential, rural and low- 
income consumers will not benefit. It 
seems that deregulation’s strongest 
supporters are those with the most 
to gain: those electric companies 
that intend to monopolize the market 
and those very large electricity con¬ 
sumers who can bargain for the best 
prices. Whether one gains from de¬ 
regulation may depend on how 
much electricity one uses and how 
much market share one’s electric 
company can capture. 

Source: NRECA 
website: 
www.nreca.org/news 

Our offices will be closed November 12 in observance of Veteran’s Day 
and November 22 and 23 in observance of Thanksgiving Day. 
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SIEC 2000-2001 iMi-cosked MUL iretum&d checks 
Name Check amount Date CK# Explanation 

Angel, Jeff 
McClure, IL 62957 

$8,21 01/23/01 49605 Un-cashed check 

Bowman, Keith & Tammy J 
Metropolis, IL 62960 

$435.00 09/22/00 48582 Check returned 

Bradford, Franklin S 
Belknap, IL 62908 

$445.29 05/22/01 50491 Un-cashed check 

Dukes, William F 
Metropolis, IL 62960 

$12.31 03/22/01 49960 Un-cashed check 

Houston, Daniel 
Ullin.lL 62992 

$14.07 04/23/01 50290 Un-cashed check 

Kimmins, Curtis 
East Alton, IL 62024 

$5.00 07/13/00 48028 Un-cashed check 

Masterson, Harold Eugene 
Marble Hill, MO 63764 

$3.79 11/03/00 48914 Un-cashed check 

McGhee, Harvey 
Brookport, IL 62910 

$69.75 11/22/00 49052 Un-cashed check 

Mitchell, Jack S 
Golconda, IL 62938 

$100.00 08/17/00 48316 Un-cashed check 

Patterson, Joann 
Grantsburg, IL 62943 

$30.00 03/23/01 50014 Check returned 

Ogden, DonnettS 
Makanda.IL 62958 

$33.83 03/23/01 50011 Check returned 

Pennington, Calvin R 
Dongola, IL 62926 

$87.27 08/24/01 48399 Un-cashed check 

Perez, Eddie 
Mounds, IL 62964 

$66.18 08/24/00 48400 Check returned 

Tucker, Shelley Denise 
Pulaski, IL 62976 

$130.29 11/03/00 48929 Un-cashed check 

Vinson Ronnie L 
Morehouse, M0 63868 

$43.13 01/26/01 49648 Check returned 

Walters, Bill A 
Thebes, IL 62990 

$100.00 03/23/01 50048 Un-cashed check 

To America's heroes: 

thank you. 

Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives 

The power of human connections 

JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC UNION 
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Best Wiskesfvr PeM& amtJoy 

this Holiday Seasons 
And/ Os Near Year of Health, 

Happiness and Prosperity 

.. .jroms tkes Directors and Employees of 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Directors 
C. Larry Fisher, President 

Barbara Pitts, Vice-President 
Scott L. Dry, Sec.-Treasurer 

Dale Faughn 
G. Robert Inman 
Carole J. Kelley 

Richard D. Moss 
Raymond C. Snell 

Dale E. Taake 
Ronald E. Osman, Attorney 

Sara Fike, Attorney 

Larry C. Lovell, General Manager 
Employees 

Dale Guetersloh A. Loraine McGee 
R. Dennis Abercrombie John K. Harris Lisa Mead 
Roger D. Acuff Leslie A. Marvel Ron Medlin 
Cindy L. Aden Steven C. Hoffman LaRue D. Parr 
Cathleen Belcher B. Blayne Holshouser Robin J. Ramage 
Chris L. Bennett Charles A. Holtzclaw John D. Rendleman 
Pamela K. Bierstedt Lamar L. Houston, Jr. Betty L. Reynolds 
Christopher S. Boyd Larry Joe Keller Sam R Rider 
Sam A. Brown Linda Keller Stephanie D. Theis 
Barry E. Clark Thomas H. Keller Todd Thurston 
Enloe A. Clemons, Sr. Pamela Lentz Stanley J. Treat 
J. Perry Dailey Larry R. Lingle Michael Williams 
Teddy L. Earnhart Michael L. Logeman Cortney Woodson 
Bobbie D. Fisher Donald E. Martin 
Carl D. George 
Terry L. Grissom 
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Southern Illinois 

Electric 
Cooperative 

www.siec.org 

(618) 827-3555 
RO. Box 100 

Dongola, IL 62926 

Board of Directors 

President 
Larry Fisher 

Massac County 

Vice Pres. 
Barbara Pitts 
Union County 

Sec.-trees. 
Scott L. Dry 

Union County 

Dale Taake 
Pulaski County 

G. Robert Inman 
Pulaski County 

Raymond C. Snell 
Alexander County 

Richard D. Moss 
Alexander County 

Carole Jean Kelley 
Johnson County 

Dale Faughn 
Massac County 

Manager 
Larry Lovell 

Attorney 
Ronald E. Osman 

Editor 
Cathleen Belcher 

Dir. of Administration & 
Finance 

Chris L. Bennett 

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
Monday through 

Saturday 

Call Toll Free 
(from Southern Illinois) 

(800) 762-1400 
or Call Dongola Office 

(618) 827-3555 

Calls After Hours Should 
Only Concern Outages or 

Emergencies 

After 4:00 p.m. 
through 8:00 a.m. 

and Sundays and Holidays 

(800) 762-1400 
Dongola office 

(618) 827-3555 
Dongola office 

UNITED WE STAND, 
DIVIDED WE EALL 

The horrific events of September 11 have made us all 

take a good look at our country and why it is such a survivor. 

The United States is the example around the world of freedom, 

democracy and strength. When other countries feel threatened 

or need assistance, they call on the United States for support 

— but why? It’s because the United States works on a united 

front at home. While the leaders of our country may disagree 

on some issues, they still support the common values, goals 

and objectives of our country. The old saying, “United we 

stand, divided we fall,” has rung true for the U.S. for many 

years Buoi v 

Democratically governed electric cooperatives work in 

much the same way. They formed a united front with their com¬ 

munities and other cooperatives from the start, and it’s what’s 

kept them strong for some 60 years. Co-ops have a solid foun¬ 

dation and they’ll be here in the future to serve you the way they 

always have— with integrity, accountability, innovation and 

commitment to your community. 
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The holidays are just around the corner. Do you 
have shopping lists ready for each member of your 
family? Although they are not going to win “oohs” 
and “ahs” when presents are opened, here are some 
important gifts you may have forgotten that will show 
your loved ones how much you care. 

I SMOKE DETECTORS 
One smoke detector is definitely not enough. De¬ 

cember, January and February are the leading 
months for home fires and associated deaths in the 
United States. Install smoke detectors near bedrooms 
and on each floor of your home. Test smoke detec¬ 
tors monthly and replace batteries at least once a 
year. A good rule of thumb is to change your batter¬ 
ies when you change your clocks. Have children help 
test and change the batteries so they are familiar with 
the location and sound of the smoke detectors. 

I FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
Every kitchen should have a fire extinguisher that 

is rated for grease and electrical fires. It is also a 
good idea to have fire extinguishers near the furnace, 
fireplace, garage and anywhere else a fire may start 
in the home. Ensure that every able-bodied person in 
the home is trained on how to use a fire extinguisher. 
If you do have to use a fire extinguisher, always be 
sure that you have a clear way out in case you can’t 
put out the fire. 

I CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS 
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless gas 

that is the result of burning fuel for furnaces, 
unvented kerosene and gas space heaters, stoves or 
automobile exhaust. More than 200 people in the 
United States die each year and many more become 
seriously sick from carbon monoxide poisoning. The 
risk of carbon monoxide poisoning increases during 
the winter as more people use furnaces, space heat¬ 

ers and fireplaces. 
The best way to 
ensure the safety of 
your family from car¬ 
bon monoxide poisoning 
is a carbon monoxide de¬ 
tector. Install carbon monox¬ 
ide detectors near sleeping areas. Carbon monoxide 
detectors should meet the Underwriters Laboratories 
(UL) standards, have a long-term warranty and be eas¬ 
ily tested and reset to ensure proper functioning. Re¬ 
search the various product features to see what best 
suits your family. liawvaN ‘V saiuer 

1 GROUND FAULT CIRCUIT 
INTERRUPTER (GFCI) 

A ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) is de¬ 
signed to protect people from severe or fatal electric 
shocks or electric burns by monitoring electricity 
flowing in a circuit and switching off power to that 
circuit if it senses any changes in the electric current. 
For example, one of your kitchen appliances has a 
bare wire inside touching the metal case. The metal 
case of the appliance is now charged with electricity. 
If you touch the appliance with one hand while the 
other hand is touching a grounded metal object, such 
as your water faucet, your body has just become an 
unintentional electric path to the ground. A GFCI 
would have switched off the electric current the mo¬ 
ment it sensed the change in the electric current, pre¬ 
venting personal injury. 

Portable GFCIs are widely available and easily 
plug into any electrical receptacle. Qualified electricians 
can install permanent circuit breaker and receptacle type 
GFCIs. All GFCIs should be tested once a month to ensure 
they are working properly. 

For more information on safety products, visit the 
National Safety Council website at www.nsc.org, Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention website at www.cdc 
.gov/safeusa/ and Consumer Product Safety Commission 
website at www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PUBS/. 
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T 
Ups to keen you safe 

he month of November marks the dawn of the holiday season. Here 
are a few tips to help keep this holiday season a safe one: 

Check all electric cords for any fraying or shorts. Replace any miss¬ 
ing lights in your decorations or strings of lights. Keep live Christmas 
trees, wreaths and garland away from space heaters, candles and fire¬ 
places. Keep burning candles away from where they could be knocked 
over. Be sure to turn decorative lights off before you leave your home 
or retire for the evening. If you don’t already have a fire extinguisher, 
get one, and be sure everyone in the house knows where it is and 
how to operate it. And last, but not least, pick a day each year to 
change the batteries in your smoke detectors and test them to 
make sure they’re working. uoiBuuaiiieaM Aamaa 

During every holiday season, thousands of deadly home 
fires are caused by one of these factors. Don’t let your home or 
your family become a statistic. 

For more information about holiday safety, call your local 
electric cooperative. 

Membership'prize. 
In this month’s issue of the JAMUR we have printed the names of four members of Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative who are eligible to receive a $10 credit towards their utility bill. If you find your name printed in this 
center section, and it’s not part of the story, call us at the cooperative and tell us your account number and we will 
apply $10 toward your next SIEC utility bill. 

To claim your prize, call us at (800) 762-1400, ask for Cathy. 

Scholarship money aimilabl& 
For the seventh consecutive year the Illinois electric cooperatives will award three $1,000 academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. The scholarships are being awarded through the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship program. Deadline for applications to be returned is no later than Monday, December 31, 
2001. For further information on the IEC Memorial Scholarship program, contact Southern Illinois Electric at 
827-3555. aBPMPIV m 381 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • RO. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926 

(618) 827-3555 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. • Web address: www.siec.org 
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