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SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative # Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy” Partner 

Last month the owners of 
SouthEastern realized one of the 

benefits of Cooperative membership, 
when over 31,000 capital credit refund 
checks were placed in the mail just 
shortly before Christmas. In addition 
to the one million dollars scheduled for 
refund for the years 1969, 1970, 1971 
and a portion of 1998, some $15,000 
in patronage capital was returned to 
deceased estates last year, on a dis¬ 
counted basis. 

Because your Cooperative is a not- 
for-profit operation, each owner benefits 
when SouthEastern has years in which 
revenues exceed expenses. Such margins 
are used by the Cooperative as member 
contributions to capital, and are even¬ 
tually returned to the membership when 
such returns are deemed prudent by the 
Cooperative’s Board of Trustees. 

Each year at this time, I take the 
opportunity to thank members for the 
simple things like reading their meters 
correctly, and paying their bills 
promptly, actions that help to ensure 
the success of SouthEastern. I’m 
pleased to report, by the way, that over 
95% of our members do an excellent job 
in these two areas. 

Reading your own meter and calcu¬ 
lating your own monthly bill is a fairly 
simple matter, but sometimes paying the 
actual bill is not. If you are unable to 
pay your bill on time, please contact us. 
In most cases, we can work out a pay¬ 

ment arrangement to help you 
around those difficult financial situ¬ 
ations. 

If you read your own meter, it is 
very important that you submit ac¬ 
tual meter readings and not estima¬ 
tions. Estimated meter readings 
almost always lead to problems, and 
in order to keep electric rates as low 
as possible, the Cooperative periodi¬ 
cally reads each meter and compares 
that reading with readings submit¬ 
ted by the member. All meters will 
be read again in 2001 and should it 
be apparent that energy has been 
used which has not been paid for, 
the Cooperative may demand full and 
immediate payment for all amounts 
due. 

Members, who cannot or simply 
do not want to read their own meters 
and calculate their own bills, can opt 
to have SouthEastern read their 
meters and mail out an invoice-type 
bill. The charge for this service is 
$5.00 per month, and in most in¬ 
stances, the meter can be read re¬ 
motely by using the member’s phone 
line, thus avoiding the need for some¬ 
one to drive to the member’s meter 
every month. 

Best wishes to each of you in the 
new year and as always, “Well keep 
the lights on for you.” (Jack D. 
Turpen, Grantsburg, Illinois, 
62943). 
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Many people are shocked to 
learn that their water 

heater is one of the largest single 
energy users in their home. Typi¬ 
cally, that big (usually) cylindri¬ 
cal thing sits quietly in a corner 
somewhere, heating water for 
dozens of household chores. 
While it’s doing that, it’s also 
using energy. On average, about 
15-20 percent of the utility bill 
goes to heat water. 

One way to keep costs down 
is to buy an energy-efficient wa¬ 
ter heater to start with. All ma¬ 
jor energy-using appliances on 
the market now have an Energy 
Efficiency label, and water heat¬ 
ers come in several different price 
ranges. Generally, the less expen¬ 
sive they are to buy, the more 
expensive they are to operate. 

Once you’ve got an energy-ef¬ 
ficient water heater, there are 
some things you can do in your 
home to cut back on your use of 
hot water. 

First, you need to check your 
temperature setting. If you’re 
heating your water more than you 
need to, you’re wasting money. 
Home economists tell us that 
140-degree water is needed for 
proper sanitizing, and most de¬ 
tergents for automatic dishwash¬ 
ers won't dissolve properly at 
temperatures cooler than that. 

So check your water tem¬ 
perature as it comes out of the 
faucet, after you’ve let the water 

run for about five minutes. Then, 
you’ll need to turn it higher or 
lower to reach the desired tem¬ 
perature. 

Of course, if you don’t need 
a new water heater, you’re stuck 
with a dilemma: Do you replace 
the existing one anyway, which 
is expensive, or just go on using 
it, which is also expensive. The 
answer is yes and no. Yes, you 
go on using it. No, you don’t use 
it expensively. If you have a wa¬ 
ter heater that’s in good shape, 
you can still make it more effi¬ 
cient by adding insulation to the 
outside. You can buy kits at hard¬ 
ware stores, or just wrap batts 
of insulation around your heater, 
assembling everything as neatly 
as possible with duct tape. Be 
sure to leave a cutout for your 
thermostat control panel. That 
little job should save about 20 
percent on your water heating ex¬ 
pense. 

While temperature control 
and insulation can help, there are 
even more ways to save. First, 
try to figure out ways to use less 
hot water. 

For example, it helps to 
know where the water is used. 
Once you know that, you can try 
ways to use less of it. The aver¬ 
age family, the experts tell us, 
uses hot water like this: 41 per¬ 
cent goes for baths and showers, 
24 percent goes for laundry, 27 
percent is used in the kitchen, 

and some eight percent is used 
for “other” purposes. 

Since baths and showers 
account for the biggest usage, 
cutting back there will give the 
most savings. Flow reducers on 
showerheads will reduce the 
amount of water going through 
the showerhead, while still giv¬ 
ing the feel of a good shower. 
Shorter showers will help, too. 

Much of the water used in 
the kitchen goes for dishwashing, 
and cutting back there can help. 
If you have an electric dish¬ 
washer, you can save on water 
heating expenses by using that 
appliance wisely. Wait to run it 
until you have a full load. Don’t 
run it with just the dishes from 
one meal in it. 

The laundry room is a big hot 
water user, too. You can save by 
washing only full loads, by using 
water temperature only as hot as 
needed, and by using a cold rinse 
whenever possible. 

Our office will be closed for Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
Birthday, Monday, January 15, 2001. 
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uel costs are rising ana this is oroiected to be a cold projected to be a cold winter. 
Is your house insulated as well as it could be? Do you have 

under doors and around windows? Is your furnace 
eating like it should? Do you wonder if your home could be 

fuel-efficient? 
If you have any of these concerns now is the time to act. But 

do you go for help? Your local electric cooperative can send a 
representative to conduct an energy audit and assist in finding ways 
to lower your heating bills. 

Don’t wait to schedule an energy audit - call your local electric 
cooperative today. Electric cooperatives - more than just energy 
providers. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Powerful solutions for over 60 years 
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Low income energy assistance offered 
The Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program (LIHEAP) is available again this 
winter to help families experiencing hard¬ 
ships to pay their energy bills. The program 
started on September 1, earlier than in past 
years. LIHEAP offers a one-time benefit pay¬ 
ment for eligible households based on in¬ 
come, household size, fuel type and 
geographic location. You do not have to own 
your home to be eligible. 

You may be eligible to receive LIHEAP as¬ 
sistance if your household’s combined in¬ 

come is at or below 125 per¬ 
cent of the Federal poverty 
guidelines. The billing de¬ 
partment can direct you to 
the local agency that ad¬ 
ministers LIHEAP in your 
county for more informa¬ 
tion. Or, you can call the Il¬ 
linois Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs’ Energy Information Line 
at (800) 252-8643. 

Power Outage 

JEFFERSON CO. 

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 
1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 

they are in the “ON” position. 
2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 

breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various 
buildings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This phone number 

is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern's automated outage report¬ 

ing system and will be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number 
Identification). An outage record will then be generated for your 

location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the 

system fails to recognize your phone number, mem¬ 
bers having touch-tone phones may simply enter 
their seven-digit phone number (without area code) 
in order to report the outage. Members not hav¬ 
ing touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a mes¬ 
sage. It is important you leave your name, phone 

number and location of the outage. Retrieving mes¬ 
sages and entering them into the system is time con¬ 

suming; therefore, please leave only a message that 
will help in restoration of electric service. Do not 
remain on the line for an operator because a live 
operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a 
current listing of all numbers, it is important that 

you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power 

failures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be 
dispatched to repair personnel who will restore your outage as soon 

as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but may hinder the 
efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative m Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

Last month, I reported to you that 
some 95% of our members do an 

excellent job of reading their meters and 
paying their bills prompdy. In addition 
to those folks, there's another two per¬ 
cent or so, who for a variety of reasons, 
have problems paying their bills from 
time to time, but this month I need to 
address the impact the remaining 3% 
has on your Cooperative. 

Imagine, if you will, that you own a 
self-service gas station that has no in¬ 
side register to determine how much 
gasoline is being pumped by its custom¬ 
ers, but instead relies on the custom¬ 
ers to read the pump and pay for the 
proper number of gallons of gas that has 
been placed into their vehicles. 

Now consider the impact on your 
business if 2% of your customers 
pumped 200 gallons of gasoline each 
month, but just paid for 100 gallons. 

Next, factor in the effect of 1% of 
your customers pulling into your sta¬ 
tion and pumping gasoline right out of 
your storage tanks, bypassing the pump 
register all together, and driving off with¬ 
out paying you a cent. 

Certainly the two above scenarios 
would result in higher prices for your 
remaining customers. 

At SouthEastern, each member is 
an owner of the Cooperative, and ap¬ 
proximately 19,000 of us read our own 
meters and calculate our own electric 
bills, resulting in a situation that is re¬ 

markably similar to owning the 
^ above described self-service 

gasoline station. 

When members under read their 
meters and under pay their power 
bills, they are in effect, stealing from 
other members. Likewise, when 
members bypass their meters or 
tamper with their meters to lower 
“their” electric bills, they are, in es¬ 
sence, increasing their neighbor’s 
bill. Without question, the actions 
of dishonest members result in 
higher energy costs and lower patron¬ 
age capital returns for all other mem¬ 
bers. 

It is the responsibility of your 
Trustees to protect the ownership 
interest that each member has in 
this Cooperative, and in that regard 
the Board has established policies 
to address the issue of theft. 

In general, these policies provide 
for full and immediate payment for 
all energy used but not paid for, and 
in addition, the Cooperative will 
charge a minimum penalty of $ 1,000 
when theft of service is discovered. 
SouthEastern may also disconnect, 
without notice, any member who 
continues to tamper with or bypass 
metering equipment. The Coopera¬ 
tive may also file a criminal action 
against any and all perpetrators in¬ 
volved in the theft of electric energy. 

Thanks once again to the over¬ 
whelming majority of the member¬ 
ship, who realize the benefits and 
responsibilities of ownership, and 
who are doing things right. See you 
next month and as always, “We’ll 
keep the lights on for you!” 

CTTlHB^liL¥^¥ 
iinllLJMfti 
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\m f j 1 W 1 The “fall” that we’ve just en- 
I / I J j 11 dured seems to many of us to 

J have been winter, and the 
weather experts tell us that we’re heading for 
much more of the same, if not worse. 

With that in mind, you might want to put 
a small winter survival kit in your car and 
leave it there until the end of winter. The Illi¬ 
nois Highway Patrol (IHP) recommends that 
you do, and offers a booklet that gives you 
tips. 

This information in this article is based 
on common sense and the recommendations 
gleaned from IHP pamphlet and a few oth¬ 
ers. The IHP recommends that you use a 
two or three-pound metal coffee can, and 
fill it with things that will ease your stay if you 
slide into a drift, and that will help rescuers find 
you if your car’s half covered by blowing snow. Be 
sure to keep your kit in the driving compartment 
during the winter months. If you have a cell phone, 
be sure to keep it with you and keep the battery 
charged as much as possible. 

Remember, though, that such a kit is just for 
help. You should always have at least a hefty blan¬ 
ket in your car, too, and you should dress for the 
weather even for the shortest of drives. 

You should punch three evenly spaced holes 
around the outside of the can. That’s so you can 
use the three pieces of string, each about 24” long, 
to suspend the can from your car headliner. To 
do that you’ll need a couple of large safety pins. 
Be sure to put them in the can. 

The reason you'll want to do that is so you 
can put a candle under the can to melt snow for 
drinking water. The candle will provide light and 
a surprising amount of warmth. 

Then, you’ll want to include these items: A 
reasonably sharp pocket knife or a pair of small 
scissors; three brightly colored ribbons to tie onto 
your door handle or radio antenna; Several pack¬ 
ets of dry soup mix or bouillon cubes for warmth 
and nutrition, and some peanuts for protein. 

In addition, you might want to add the fol¬ 
lowing: 

• Small package fruit-flavored candies, such as 
jellybeans, orange slices or spice drops (Avoid 
chocolate, since it may melt). 

• One pair athletic socks 
• One pair cotton work gloves 
• Three packages book matches 
• One space blanket, or two large plastic gar¬ 

bage bags to reflect body heat 
• One penlight and batteries (keep the batter¬ 

ies separate to avoid having them discharge 
when the light accidentally comes on). 
When you’ve assembled your kit, the above 

items should just about fill a two-pound coffee 
can. If you have a three-pound can, don’t waste 
the space! Add more stuff. 
More candles should be helpful, as well as cocoa 
packets, tea or instant coffee. Then, cover the can 
with a good stocking cap, and put it in your car. 

Keep in mind that as you prepare to go some¬ 
where to take more clothing than you think you’ll 
need. If you think a light jacket will be enough to 
get you to the nearest C-store, wear it. Then toss 
a big heavy jacket into the back seat where your 
blanket and can will already be. We hope you won’t 
need to use a kit like this, but someday you may 
be glad you had one with you. 

Remember that the IHP recommends strongly 
that you stay with your car. A big vehicle is easier 
to find than a lone pedestrian. 
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A lot of companies sell service. Automobile and appliance manufac¬ 
turers, insurance companies, hotels, banks ... they all promote 
their services because they want to make a profit. 

But when your member-owned electric cooperative talks about ser¬ 
vice, we’re talking about a completely different meaning ... because we’re 
nonprofit. We’re not seeking your patronage in order to keep some stock¬ 
holder in Rhode Island or California happy. We provide reliable, efficient 
service because we’re committed to the well being and success of our 
members. That’s why we were founded 65 years ago and also why we 
exist today. 

So, when our construction crews build a few miles of distribution 
line, it means we’re interested in helping you use energy efficiently and 
safely...not in earning a sales commission. Providing for your well being 
is our primary goal. And the profit in that is all yours. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Powerful solutions for over 60 years 

Locally owned • Not for profit • Democratically controlled 

FEBRUARY 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership 

Tips On Your Fusebox 
Although many homes today have circuit 

breakers, some older homes may still use 
an old-fashioned fuse box. If your home has a 
fuse box, keep these cautions in mind to avoid 
accidents, fires or other problems: 
• Never use a penny to replace blown fuse! 

Rises are designed to offer protection against 
short circuits and fires; pennies aren't. Keep 
a good supply of the fuses your home needs 
on hand so you’re not left in the dark. 

• Turn off all the appliances on a circuit be¬ 
fore you change the fuse for that circuit, and 
be sure to pull the main fuse. If you don’t 
take these steps you could receive a serious 
shock. 

• Never change a fuse in the dark! Use a flash¬ 
light to help you see what you’re doing. 

• Don’t stand in the rain, a puddle, or on a 

wet surface when changing a fuse, and be sure 
your hands are dry, too. 

• Use the right fuse for the right circuit. Most 
lighting and basic outlet circuits require 15 
amp fuses; circuits that supply power to 
larger appliances, such as dryers and elec¬ 
tric stoves, will require fuses at a higher 
amperage. 

• Fuses marked with a “P” or a “D” are designed 
to fail if the panel overheats, to reduce the 
likelihood of a fire in the fuse box. Don’t re¬ 
place these with ordinary fuses. The D fuse 
is used for circuits with appliances that have 
electric motors; P fuses are for circuits with 
appliances that generate heat but aren’t mo¬ 
torized. 

• Make sure you always screw fuses in tightly. 
Source: Milton Hydro www.miltonhydro.com 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Our office will be closed Monday, February 19 in observance of President’s Day 

•North Oty^r | 
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• Zelgler West Frankfort | * C | £u 
Royalton _J 

FRANKLIN CO.  TUT. I Galatia 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This 

phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your 
outage and emergency calls. 

— 5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern's automated outage 
reporting system and will be identified automatically through ANI 
(Automatic Number Identification). An outage record will then be 
generated for your location. Please note that the phone number 
from which you place the call will be the number used to generate 
the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone number, 

members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven¬ 
digit phone number (without area code) in order to report the outage. 
Members not having touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a mes¬ 

sage. It is important you leave your name, phone number and loca¬ 
tion of the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the 

system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a message 
that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 

line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to 
keep a current listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of 

any changes in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power fail¬ 

ures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to 
repair personnel who will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten 
the length of the outage, but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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Safety 

Hopefully this winter’s storms are 
past. The unusually cold tem¬ 

peratures, combined with a winter mix 
of rain, sleet, snow and ice, produced 
hazardous traveling conditions, result¬ 
ing in numerous fender benders and 
a busy season for area hospital emer¬ 
gency rooms, as medical personnel 
worked many arduous hours attend¬ 
ing to victims of the bad weather. 

Even though SouthEastern spends 
millions of dollars each year on sys¬ 
tem upgrades, hours of freezing rain 
can cause overloaded trees to fall into 
lines already burdened with their own 
jacket of ice. When this happens, 
power lines fall, and sometimes those 
power lines fall onto streets or drive¬ 
ways. 

Regardless of its location, if you 
see a downed power line, please re¬ 
port it to the Cooperative immediately. 
Never touch a downed power line with 
the assumption that the line is 
de-energized. Pure water is an insula¬ 
tor and ice can sometimes provide a 
sufficient level of insulation to prevent 
protective devices from working prop¬ 
erly. Contaminated water, on the other 
hand, is a conductor, and even though 
wood is a good insulator, the combi- 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

MARCH 2001 

nation of wood and contaminated 
water transforms moist wood into 
a conductor. Attempting to pull or 
push downed power lines out of the 
way with a wooden pole or stick 
could result in electrocution. 

Regardless of the season of 
year, contact the Cooperative if you 
spot a downed power line. Well re¬ 
pair it and restore power to the area 
as quickly as possible. 

Reader prize 

In each issue of the 
SouthEastern Light, we print the 
name of a member of SouthEastern 
who is eligible to receive a $30.00 
“Reader Prize” check. If you find 
your name appearing in the 
Manager’s Comments section of 
our monthly newsletter, please call 
us within two weeks of the receipt 
of the magazine at 1-800-833-2611, 
Extension 162. 

See you next month and as al¬ 
ways, “Well keep the lights on for 
you!”’ 

Edmund Utsch, Creal Springs, Illinois 
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SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Through 

Services, uc 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 12 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc., in conjunction with Southern Services, LLC, is offering long 
distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long distance service is one of 
the lowest-cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low 4.9 
cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per minute. In 
addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the 
same 24 hours a day-7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, P.O. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

DETACH HERE 

 Social Security Number  

City State Zip  

Telephone Numbers ( ) -  ( ) -  

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested  
*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, Southern Services, LLC, to transfer my 
long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be 
assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  Date  

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Name 

Street 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 2001 



Flip a switch, make a buying decision 
As you walk into a room in your house, the 

first thing you’re likely to do is to flip on 
i the light switch. As you sit and begin to 

read, you realize things would be easier if you 
had more light, so you turn on the lamp next to 
your chair. Most of us do those things without 
thinking. 

As a matter of fact, though, you’re making a 
buying decision every time you turn on an elec¬ 
trical switch. Just as you make a decision when 
you pick something off the shelf at the super¬ 
market, or at the boutique in the mall, or when 
you put gas in your car, you’re buying electricity 
when you hit that switch. We often fail to remem¬ 
ber that. 

If you keep that realization in mind, you also 
have a way to exercise a certain amount of con¬ 
trol over your electric bill. There are simple 
things you can do if you think before you buy. 
You can purchase electricity wisely, without los¬ 
ing any of the comfort and convenience it pro¬ 
vides. Keep these factors in mind as you go about 
your routine at home. 

SPACE HEATING 
Let’s face it: Nobody likes to be too hot or too 
cold. That fact is reflected in our energy usage. 
Nearly half the energy used in American homes 
goes for heating and cooling. If we keep our 
homes toasty warm, that'll cost us. If we use de¬ 
humidifiers in the summer, or humidifiers in the 
winter, we’re making a fairly substantial energy 
purchase, because such units tend to run con¬ 
tinuously. Portable space heaters, air condition¬ 
ers, and garage and basement fans also 
contribute to energy consumption. 

If we take a look at our “comfort” lifestyle in 
terms of maintaining relative humidity and tem¬ 
perature, we can use energy wisely in many ways. 
These range from adding insulation where it’s 
needed, to caulking and weatherstripping, to sim¬ 
ply turning down the heat and turning off the air 
conditioning in a room that’s not being used. 
When you do that, you’re making a decision to 
buy less electricity. 

WATER HEATING 
It’s hard to believe, but about 15 percent of the 
energy we use to heat our homes goes to heat 
water. Hot water plays an important role in 

everyone’s lifestyle, and many lifestyles require 
quite a bit of it. Naturally, that results in higher 
energy use, which means you’re going to buy more 

electricity. 

Ask yourself these questions: 

Q “When I take a bath, do I use water 
sparingly, or do I fill my tub clear to the top? 

g “Do I take short showers, or do I stay in the 
shower ‘til the last drop of hot water’s gone 
from the water heater? 

g “Do I repair leaky faucets, or do I let them 
drip and waste hot water? 

g “Do I operate automatic washers and dish¬ 
washers with a full load, or just whenever 
it’s convenient?” 

FAMILY SIZE 
There is a direct relationship between the num¬ 
ber of people living in a home and the amount of 
energy used, and that’s especially true if some of 
the residents are teenagers. In addition, if friends 
and relatives are visiting, you can expect to use 
more energy for cooking, baking, laundry and 
hot water. And if you’ve opened up a spare room, 
it will cost a little extra to light it and provide 
heating or cooling. 

APPLIANCE USE 
America is a nation of gadget lovers, and we’re 

always looking for an appliance that will do some¬ 
thing for us. But we need to remember: When 
we open a can with an electric can opener, we're 
making the decision to buy just a tiny bit of elec¬ 
tricity. And when we roast a turkey in our elec¬ 
tric oven, we’re also buying energy. The truth is, 
though, most of us believe the convenience is 
worth the cost, and we use such appliances cheer¬ 
fully. 

Your appliances work for you around the 
clock, whenever you choose to use them, and 
wise use of these helpers can help you cut costs. 

For example, ask yourself questions like 
these: 
g “Do I turn off the lights when a room is not 

in use, or do I leave them on? “Does my TV 
set entertain the entire family, or does it play 
to an empty room? 

g “Do I leave my oven on ‘warm’ for an extended 
period of time, or do I cook many dishes at 
once and then turn the oven off?” 
All these considerations affect your lifestyle, 

and the cost of maintaining it. All Americans are 
part of the residential sector, and real energy 
management consciousness is likely to start at 
home. 

A conscientious home and farm energy man¬ 
agement program can pay big dividends! 
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Is your standby generator 
ready for an outage? 

Even with our extensive efforts to keep the lights 
on, an occasional outage will occur, and some 

members have installed a standby generator to keep 
critical loads going until service is restored. 

However, if you have or are considering purchas¬ 
ing a standby generator, remember that it’s vital to 
follow proper safety procedures. If used incorrectly, 
a standby generator can cause serious harm or even 
death. Here are some important things to know. 

Generators can provide 120/240 volt power to a 
home or farm. However, if a generator is not prop¬ 
erly connected to the electric system, the “backfeed” 
will result in an output of 7,200 volts on the distri¬ 
bution line - which a lineman may assume is dead. 
As a result, a line crew working on the system would 
be put in danger. 

For everyone’s sake - yours, the Co-op and our 
crews - generators need to be isolated from the Co¬ 
op’s power lines. This means you should install a 

double-throw switch to separate your generator from 
the Co-op's system. Or, you can connect appliances 
or other devices directly to the generator with ap¬ 
propriate-size cords. 

If you have a generator, and it hasn’t been run 
recently, get it now and try it! If it’s powered by a 
tractor PTO, make sure it’s accessible, not buried 
behind every piece of equipment in your shed. Make 
sure all power connection cords are in place and in 
good condition. Operate the generator to make sure 
it’s working properly! 

For self-powered generators, make sure you have 
fresh fuel and a charged starting battery. Run the 
engine under load at least once a month. Clean out 
any animal nests on the equipment, and provide for 
adequate air supply and ventilation of the exhaust. 
Always follow the manufacturer’s recommendations 
on how to use your generator. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the "ON" position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399- 

8405. This phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year 
to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern's automated 

outage reporting system and will be identified automatically 
through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage 
record will then be generated for your location. Please note 
that the phone number from which you place the call will be 
the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to 

recognize your phone number, members having touch-tone 
phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number (without 

area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having 
touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is impor¬ 
tant you leave your name, phone number and location of the 

outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system 
is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a message that 

will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the line for an 
operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a cur¬ 

rent listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any 
changes in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power fail¬ 

ures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will 
restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, 
but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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California’s dreams of low cost elec¬ 
tricity have turned into nightmares. 

Just a few years after California imple¬ 
mented their version of deregulation, 
utility customers have seen their power 
bills increase dramatically, and to add 
insult to injury, there’s not enough elec¬ 
tricity to go around. Rolling blackouts 
are now the norm in California and 
many businesses are now looking to 
relocate elsewhere in order to survive. 

The events out west have caused 
many individuals to question the mer¬ 
its of deregulating the electric industry. 
As a not-for-profit corporation, your Co¬ 
operative is in a unique position to be 
more objective about deregulation than 
any profit driven company can be. Make 
no mistake about it, the driving force 
behind deregulation is money; custom¬ 
ers are expecting to spend less of it, and 
profit driven power companies are ex¬ 
pecting to earn more of it. Someone is 
going to be disappointed. 

Although we hear much about de¬ 
regulation, it really doesn’t exist. Deregu¬ 
lation would be an absence of any 
regulation of the electric industry. What 
we really are dealing with here is “re¬ 
regulation”. So if we are re-regulating, 
there must have been a problem with 
regulation as it existed. 

Regulation was deemed necessary to 
prevent disparate or unfair treatment 
of utility customers by monopolistic 
power companies. To accomplish this, 
each state government created utility 
commissions. Each of the state created 
bodies established a standard practice 
of requiring each regulated utility to 

track the cost of providing electric 
service to like groups of custom¬ 
ers. Customers were typically 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative # Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy” Partner 

separated into Residential, Commer¬ 
cial, and Industrial Classes, and 
utilities could request rate adjust¬ 
ments based on their records of what 
it cost, on the average, to serve each 
group or class of customer. The 
problem that arose with this system 
is that some commissions reacted 
to outside pressures and encour¬ 
aged utilities to shift costs to com¬ 
mercial and industrial customers, 
instead of placing those costs on the 
class of customers where they right¬ 
fully belonged. Those commercial 
and industrial customers, many of 
whom are now competing in a glo¬ 
bal environment, realized that prop¬ 
erly priced energy prices were 
essential for their survival. In an at¬ 
tempt to avoid losing their indus¬ 
tries to other states or countries with 
lower electric costs, most states have 
enacted, or are on the verge of enact¬ 
ing, their own versions of “re-regula¬ 
tion”. 

Your Cooperative is not regulated 
by an appointed utility commission. 
It is regulated by the Cooperative’s 
Board of Trustees, a Board which is 
elected by the member-owners of 
SouthEastern. Your Cooperative is 
unique in the fact that approximately 
one-half of our annual revenue comes 
from residential customers, while 
the other half comes from commer¬ 
cial and industrial customers. As a 
result of this configuration, 
SouthEastern is keenly aware of the 
need to treat all customer classes as 
fairly as possible. Our goal is a 
simple one, “To be the power sup¬ 
plier of choice for all residential, com¬ 
mercial, and industrial members.” 

See you next month and as al¬ 
ways, “We’ll keep the lights on for 
you!” Randy Vukadinovich, Chris¬ 
topher, Illinois 
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OFFICE CLOSING 
Our offices will be closed Friday, April 13, 

in observance of Good Friday. We will resume 
normal business hours on Monday, April 16. 

cooperatives work, 
.1 of America 

Cooperatives work because they 
meet people's needs efficiently and 
economically providing top-notch 

services for their members at cost. 

When 

Day in and day out, most 
of us are served by cooperatives.. .in 
all kinds of ways. Across Illinois, in 
the small country crossroad towns 
and the big cities alike, you'll see 
the influence of cooperatives. 
Cooperatives help to spread the 

news, deliver and process dairy 
products and grind and transport the feed and seed that 
keep American agri-business thriving. Cooperatives help 
farmers with financing and provide millions of people from 
all walks of life with insurance, housing, food and financial 
and telephone services. Cooperatives also provide depend¬ 
able electric services to more than 600,000 downstate Illi¬ 
nois residents. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ APRIL 2001 



Use your air conditioner efficiently 
N- 
CO 

X’ T’ hile were finally at the tail end (we 
\/\/ hope), of a dreary, six-month-long 
¥ ¥ winter, it seems odd to be thinking of air 

conditioning, yet it won’t be long until we’re look¬ 
ing for a little cool in the midst of sweltering 
heat. Now, before everyone else calls their cooling 
expert, may be a good time for you to do just 
that. And, there are some steps you can take to 
ensure that you get the most out of that ma¬ 
chine. 

Here are some things you can do to get the 
most comfort from your system for the least 
cost: 

Clean the filter 
Air conditioning systems do more than just 

cool the air. They lower humidity and also re¬ 
move dust and dirt by moving the air through 
filters. 

When these filters become clogged with dirt, 
the system has to work harder to do its job, 
wasting energy and adding to the cost of opera¬ 
tion. Depending on the amount of dust in the air, 
filters can become clogged in just a month or two 
of operation. 

Most residential systems have disposable 
filters. These should be checked every month 
during times of peak use, and replaced when 
necessary. Permanent filters should be deemed 
in accordance with the manufacturer’s instruc¬ 
tions. Under no circumstances should you oper¬ 
ate your system without filters. To do so could 
lead to a need for more frequent cleaning of the 
heat exchangers. 

Air leaks are costly 
Some people like to “help’’ their air condi¬ 

tioner by opening doors and windows on warm 
days. But doing that just lets all the cool, dehu¬ 
midified air out, and lets in the hot, humid air. 
The better your home seals out heat, humidity 
and dust, the more efficiently your system will 
run. 

Most people think of thermal insulation, 
storm windows and weatherstripping in connec¬ 
tion with cutting heating costs, but these energy¬ 
saving measures help with cooling, too. 

The amount of insulation you need, and the 
number of hours a day and days per year air 
conditioning systems operate varies greatly from 
area to area. Talk to a building materials dealer 

to figure out what you need. 
Weatherstripping, which plugs holes and 

gaps around doors and windows, not only 
blocks out drafts in cold weather, but also helps 
lock in cool air when it’s hot. Closing those air 
leaks helps the year around. 

Sunlight streaming in through windows dur¬ 
ing the winter can bring a lot of welcome heat into 
the home, and that’s great. Unless your windows 
are shaded, it can add even more heat to your 
house in the summer, when you don’t want it. 

Insulated or thermal windows can help. Pull 
draperies and/or shades over the windows when 
the sun is hitting them directly. This will reduce 
the cooling load significantly and help keep costs 
down. Some people install awnings over win¬ 
dows to provide shade. 

More cost-saving tips 
We’ve talked about heat coming into the 

home from outside, but the operation of appli¬ 
ances can also generate heat and humidity in¬ 
side. When they’re operating, washers, dryers, 
ovens and ranges can put out both heat and 
moisture. Using these apphances during the 
warmest times of the day, when your cooling sys¬ 
tem is working hardest, just adds to the burden. 

By scheduling washing, drying, baking and 
cooking for mornings or evenings when it’s 
cooler, you can ease the load on your air condi¬ 
tioner. 

An exhaust fan near an oven or range can 
help remove a lot of the excess heat and humid¬ 
ity from cooking. Also, make sure your clothes 
dryer is vented outside. 

Leave your thermostat at one setting. 
As always, preventive maintenance is the 

least expensive kind. And, keeping your system 
in top shape through regular checkups is the 
best way to ensure that it will keep working for 
you when you need it most. 

The best time to have your system checked 
by a competent service technician is in early 
spring, before the cooling season starts. 

Many firms offer a service contract that pro¬ 
vides routine maintenance including lubrication 
of motors, tightening of belts and checking of 
refrigerant level. If you’re handy, there are some 
maintenance checks you can do yourself. Check 
your owner’s manual to see what you can safely 
do. 

APRIL 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership • Voluntary and open m
em

bership 

More efficient lighting lowers electric bills 
Increasing your lighting efficiency is one of the 

easiest ways to decrease your energy bills. For 
example, if you replace 25 percent of your lights 
in high-use areas with fluorescents, you can cut 
your lighting energy bill by about 50 percent. Re¬ 
member to review your indoor lighting and, if 
applicable, your outdoor lighting as well, and al¬ 
ways look for the Energy Star® label when shop¬ 
ping for lighting products. 

The U.S. Department of Energy offers these 
money-saving tips for your home or office. 

Indoor Lighting — Use linear fluo¬ 
rescent and energy-efficient compact 
fluorescent lamps (CFLs) in fixtures 
to provide high-quality and high-effi¬ 
ciency lighting. Fluorescent lamps 
are much more efficient than incan¬ 
descent bulbs and last six to 10 
times longer. Although fluorescent and 
compact fluorescent lamps are more ex¬ 
pensive than incandescent bulbs, they pay for 
themselves by saving energy over their lifetime. 

Outdoor Lighting — 
Many home and business 
owners use outdoor light¬ 
ing for decoration and se¬ 
curity. When shopping for 
outdoor fights, you will find 
a variety of products, from 
low-voltage pathway lighting to 
high-sodium, motion-detector flood¬ 
lights. Some stores also carry lights powered by 
small photovoltaic (PV) modules that convert sun¬ 
light directly into electricity; consider PV-powered 
lights for areas that are not close to an existing 
power supply line. 

Would you like more information on how to 
cut your electric bill? Contact your local electric 
cooperative for more information. As a consumer- 
owned utility, your electric co-op is committed to 
providing you with high-quality energy service at 
the lowest possible price. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Ef¬ 
ficiency and Renewable Energy Project 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker 
is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the 
wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This 

phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your 
outage and emergency calls. 
5. 'four phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage 

reporting system and will be identified automatically through ANI 
(Automatic Number Identification). An outage record will then be 
generated for your location. Please note that the phone number 
from which you place the call will be the number used to generate 
the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone number, 
members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven¬ 

digit phone number (without area code) in order to report the out¬ 
age. Members not having touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a 

message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and 
location of the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into 
the system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a mes¬ 

sage that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on 
the line for an operator because a live operator is not there to re¬ 

spond. In order to keep a current listing of all numbers, it is important that 
you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power fail¬ 

ures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to 
repair personnel who will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling 
back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but may hinder the 

efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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OTEASTL; 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative # Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy’ Partner 

One of the Touchstone Energy 
Principals is, “Commitment to 

Community”. As a response to this 
commitment, your Cooperative initi¬ 
ated a scholarship program in 1976 
to assist area students by annually 
providing four $400.00 scholarships 
to local junior colleges. 

This year, SouthEastern’s Board 
elected to expand our “Commitment 
to Community” through participation 
in a program known as, “The Youth 
To Washington Tour”. 

Twenty-three area schools were 
invited to participate by encouraging 
junior and senior students to write a 
one page essay on the subject, “Why I 
would like to visit Washington, D.C.” 
Three schools, Marion, Vienna and 
Zeigler-Royalton elected to partici¬ 
pate. 

Each of the three schools se¬ 
lected the best essay written by their 
students, and forwarded it to 
SouthEastern. Those essays were 
then evaluated by SouthEastern 
staff. Jennifer Rose from Marion was 
selected as the winner, and all of her 
expenses to Washington, D.C., for the 
period June 15-22, will be paid for 
by SouthEastern. She will also at¬ 
tend a “Youth Day Program” at 

Springfield, Illinois, courtesy of 
the Cooperative. The first runner 
up in the contest was Stefanie 
Moyers of Zeigler-Royalton High 
School and the second runner up 
was Drew Wilkins of Vienna High 
School. 

All three of the essays were 
outstanding and we would like to 
share the winning entry with our 
members, so here it is: 

(continued on page 16b) 

& 

Office 
closing 

Your cooperative of¬ 
fice will be closed 
Monday, May 28th, in 
observance of the 
Memorial Day holi¬ 
day. The office will 
be open for normal 
business hours on 
Tuesday, May 29th. 
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The Star Spangled Banner. It’s a simple song to those who 
don’t understand its meaning, but to those of us who do, it rings in 
our ears the song of triumph sung by Americans at every battle 
everfought, every treaty ever signed, every milestone ever achieved 
by the men and women who worked to make this country great. 
These feelings of overabundant joy and pride are what caused me 
to enter this competition. Ifeel that there is no better way to expe¬ 
rience this joy than the thrill of seeing America’s history and the 
modern methods of government up close in Washington, D.C. 

There are so many things about a trip to Washington D.C. that 
excite me! Traveling is one of the best means of learning available 
to young people today, and this trip serves as a wonderful oppor¬ 
tunity to learn a great deal about the U.S.A.’s past and the prom¬ 
ises of its glorious future. Visiting the monuments to people who 
changed this country in so many important ways, seeing our mag¬ 
nificent history at the Smithsonian, watching our amazing demo¬ 
cratic processes in action! These are just a few of the important 
ways that help in understanding why America is the grand coun¬ 
try that it is and how it got to be that way. 

Unfortunately, Ifeel that many teens have a lack of respect for 
our country because they don’t understand how hard independence 
was worked for. Being allowed a trip to Washington, a city where 
it would be impossible for any American not to fill to the breaking 
point with pride and admiration, would undoubtedly be the high¬ 
light of my school years. I think all teens should have the opportu¬ 
nity to gain a true understanding of their past through a trip to the 
country’s greatest tribute to those who changed the face of gov¬ 
ernment. To walk along halls that once reverberated with the foot¬ 
steps of revolutionaries, and to meet with government officials, 
even the President, is an experience that could never be forgotten. 
I cherish this opportunity and couldn’t stand to let it pass me by. 

Now I can only imagine what it would be like to do extraordi¬ 
nary things such as see Congress in session, meet the renowned 
leaders of our country face-to-face, and tour the White House, but 
I can’t wait to experience the rush of excitement for myself when 
I’m on the Mall or visiting Congress in person. To me, the trip would 
make the American experience even more real, and I thank you 
for providing me with this chance to experience so much. 

Wow, congratulations on a great essay, Jennifer! 

See you all next month, and as always, “Well keep the lights on for you.” Matt Wynn of Benton, 
Illinois 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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Your lifestyle affects your eieny bits 
With all the other things we have on our 

minds, it’s easy to forget that we have complete 
control over how we use our electricity. We make 
decisions that are necessary to main¬ 
tain our standard of living. 

Think about these things 
a moment: The way you live 
and the way you use your 
electrical appliances have 
a greater impact on your 
electricity consumption 
than how many appliances 
you have. 

Here in Illinois, we enjoy a relatively good 
lifestyle, and we tend to use more energy — not 
just electricity — than the national average. 

Let’s take a look at some of these “lifestyle 
considerations” that can make the ol' electricity 
bill appear to be higher than “normal.” 

Family size 
It’s a proven fact that there i 
a direct relationship be¬ 
tween the number of 
people living in a home and 
the amount of energy it 
uses. That’s especially true if 
you have teenagers at home. In 
addition, if friends and relatives are 
visiting, you can expect to use more energy for 
cooking, baking, laundry and hot water. 

Space heating and cooling 
From the standpoint of comfort, most 
of us prefer to be relatively cool in 
summer and warm in winter. Others 
prefer temperature extremes. Here in 
Illinois, humidity plays an important 
part in our year-round comfort, too. 
If we operate dehumidifiers in the 
summer (and, to a lesser degree, 

humidifiers in winter), this contrib¬ 
utes to our household energy consumption 
because they tend to run continuously. Portable 
space heaters, air conditioners, and fans in such 
places as the garage and basement also contrib¬ 
ute to our energy consumption. 

By taking a look at our “comfort” lifestyle in 
terms of relative humidity and temperature, we 
can use energy wisely in many ways. These range 
from adding caulking and weatherstripping to 
just turning down the heat and turning off the air 
conditioning in a room that’s not being used. 

Water heating 
Perhaps it’s because the water 
heater sits out of sight some¬ 
where, but that big unit uses 
about 15 percent of the energy 
consumed by the average 
American home. Hot water 
plays a very important role in 
every-one’s lifestyle — but many lifestyles re¬ 
quire substantial quantities of hot water, and 
that results in high energy use. 

In order to get a feel for how you use as 
much hot water as you do, ask yourself some of 
the following questions: 

“When I take a bath, do I use hot water spar¬ 
ingly, or is the tub completely full of water?” 

“Do I take short showers, or do I stay in the 
shower until the hot water’s gone?” 

“Do I repair leaky faucets, or simply let 
them drip and waste hot water? (Ever notice 
that it’s always the hot water faucet that leaks)?” 

“Do I operate automatic washers and dish¬ 
washers with a full load, or just whenever it’s 
convenient? (Like with a pair of jeans or just a 
few dishes?” 

Appliance use 
We have many time-and labor- 
saving appliances to help us 
do our work whenever we 
need their service. Your appli¬ 
ances work for you around the 
clock, whenever you choose to 
use them. Wise use of appliances can 
have a positive effect on your energy con¬ 
sumption, if you'll take a few simple steps. 

Ask yourself questions like these: 
“Do I turn off lights when a room is not being 

used, or do I leave them on?” “Does my TV enter¬ 
tain the entire family, or does it play to an empty 
house?” 
“Do I leave the oven on ‘warm’ for a long time, or 
do I cook many dishes at one time and then turn 
the oven off?” 

These are prime considerations that affect 
your lifestyle, and the cost of maintaining it. All 

Americans are part of the residential sector, and 
spirited energy-management consciousness is 
likely to start at home. 

The effects of a home and farm energy man¬ 
agement program can save money, if you’ll just 
take a few simple steps! 
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It’s Electrical Safety Month! 
May is Electrical Safety Month, and we in 

vite you to mark your calendar for this 
special observance. 

Start with a tour of your home to check out 
some of the basics for using electricity as safely 
as possible. 

• Plug in portable appliances only when you 
intend to use them. Disconnect them when not 
in use. 

• Keep all electrical appliances a safe dis¬ 
tance from water; don’t use power tools when 

standing in wet areas. 
• To avoid overloads, limit the number of 

appliances plugged into one outlet. Overload¬ 
ing could damage the appliances or cause a fire. 

• Never touch plumbing or other metal ob¬ 
jects and an electric appliance at the same time. 

• Use extension cords and appliances that 
have a seal of approval from a major testing 
laboratory, such as Underwriters Laboratories 
(UL). 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make 
sure they are in the “ON" position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If 
the breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your 
various buildings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This phone 

number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emergency 
calls. 

5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage reporting system 
and will be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage 
record will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from which 

you place the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the 
system fails to recognize your phone number, members having touch- 

tone phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone num- 
o ber (without area code) in order to report the outage. 

Members not having touch-tone phones will be asked 
to leave a message. It is important you leave your 

name, phone number and location of the 
outage. Retrieving messages and entering 
them into the system is time consuming; 
therefore, please leave only a message 
that will help in restoration of electric 

service. Do not remain on the line for an 
operator because a live operator is not there 

to respond. In order to keep a current listing 
of all numbers, it is important that you no¬ 

tify the Cooperative of any changes in your 
telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically 

allows you to report power failures very 
quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it 

will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore 
your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will 
not shorten the length of the outage, but may hinder the ef¬ 
forts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 
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Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. 
“Mick” 

Cummins 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative # Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

The impact of California's electric 
utility deregulation law has shocked 

that state’s residents with high bills 
and rolling blackouts and has left utili¬ 
ties facing bankruptcy. Concerns about 
deregulation and power supply are now 
spreading across the West Coast and 
the nation. 

Many of California’s problems stem 
from a poorly conceived deregulation 
plan, which required California utilities 
to sell many of their generating plants. 
These plants were bought by indepen¬ 
dent power producers, who have no le¬ 
gal obligation to serve, and who are 
seeking to maximize profits from oper¬ 
ating the plants. These independent pro¬ 
ducers realize that if the supply stays 
short, the price of electricity will con¬ 
tinue to be high and they are raking in 
huge profits at the expense of people in 
the area. Exasperating this problem is 
the fact that no new power plants have 
been sited in California for the past ten 
years, despite the fact that the state’s 
economy has increased by over thirty 
percent. 

Ironically, California’s actions are 
impacting other Western states, such as 
Washington, which has decided not to 
deregulate its power industry. However, 
due to California’s problems, some 
Washington utilities are now paying 10 
times more for power than they have in 
the past. Tacoma residents are paying 
a 50% surcharge for electricity, and the 
utility serving Seattle has just imple- 

mented a 28% rate increase. 
Utilities in Idaho, Utah and Ari- 

JUNE 2001 

zona are also predicting significant 
rate escalation. 

Is Illinois facing a similar energy 
crisis? The short answer is prob¬ 
ably not. The Illinois deregulation 
plan did not force utilities to sell off 
any generation and our State’s power 
supply situation, while not perfect, 
is in much better shape than 
California's. 

In the summer of 1999, for the 
first time ever, SouthEastern asked 
its customers to curtail their use of 
electricity. Several factors contrib¬ 
uted to that situation, including sys¬ 
tem growth, deregulation, new 
environmental rules, and the de¬ 
creasing reliability of three aging 
power plant boilers built in 1963. 

To address those issues, our 
power supplier, the Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative of Marion, Illi¬ 
nois, after evaluating some 32 dif¬ 
ferent alternatives for obtaining the 
lowest cost power, is now in the pro¬ 
cess of installing a state of the art 
fluidized bed generation system. 
This new system significantly in¬ 
creases generation capacity, burns 
locally mined coal and, at the same 
time, vastly reduces the amount of 
emissions released into the atmo¬ 
sphere. In addition, two natural gas 
peaking generators are also being 
installed to assure the continued re¬ 
liability of our power supply. 

Construction of the new gener¬ 
ating units will increase SIPC’s cur¬ 
rent internal generation capacity 
from 272 Megawatts to 433 Mega¬ 
watts by 2003, with an additional 
70 Megawatts of capacity tentatively 

(Continued on 16b) 
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(Continuedfroml 6a) 
scheduled for construction in 2007. 

While California continues to struggle and 
debate what their next course of action should 
be, SouthEastern is working closely with our 
power supplier to address the energy needs of 
our area. Don’t forget that your Cooperative ex¬ 

ists solely to provide service to the homes and 
businesses of Southern Illinois, not to make huge 
profits for out of state investors . 

See you next month, and as always, “We’ll 
keep the lights on for you!” 
Roy Xanders, Golconda. Illinois 

Surplus equipment 
for SALE 

1992 Ford F-150: 4x2, short bed, style-side su¬ 
per cab custom, 4.9L EFI1-6 cylinder engine, au¬ 
tomatic, air, sliding rear window, limited slip axle. 
Color: White. Approximately 175,000 miles. 
Minimum Bid: $3,000 UNIT #2IE 

1989 Chevrolet S10 Pickup: Fleet-side 4x4, 4.3L 
V6, automatic, locking differential rear axle, slid¬ 
ing rear window, approximately 130,000 miles. 
Color: Wheat. Minimum Bid: $1,200. UNIT #93E 

1992 Ford Explorer XL: 4x4, 4-door, 4.0 EFI V6 
engine, automatic, air, performance axle, rear 
wiper/washer/defrost, speed control, tilt wheel, 
cloth captains chairs. Color: White w/gray inte¬ 
rior. Approximately 155,000 miles. Minimum 
Bid: $2,900 UNIT #28E 

1996 Dodge Ram 1500: 4x4 club cab ST, 5.2L, 
V8 (318) automatic, air, 40/20/40 bench seat, 
cloth with cloth rear beach seat, speed control, 
tilt wheel, anti-spin differential, AM/FM stereo 
cassette. Color: White w/gray interior. Approxi¬ 
mately 111,000 miles. Minimum Bid: $10,400. 
UNIT #67A 

1992 Chevrolet Astro CL Extended Passenger 
Van: VA 4.3L V6, automatic, air, 8 - passenger 
seating, cruise control, tilt wheel, roof console, 
bucket seats. Color: White w/beige interior. Ap¬ 
proximately 98,000 miles. Minimum Bid: $5,200. 
UNIT #29A 

TRENCHER: 1986 Vermeer V450 mechanical 
trencher/backhoe combination, John Deere die¬ 
sel, 18-inch bucket, 48-inch solid rock/frost boom, 
110,000 Lb. digging chain, rear steer axle, back¬ 
fill blades, remote controls, remote throttle con¬ 
trols with Redi-haul FSL14EHD trailer, 10,800 
Lb. capacity. Minimum Bid: $6,000. UNIT #65T 

TRENCHER: 1993 Vermeer V4750 hydrostatic 
trencher/backhoe combination, 59 Horsepower 
Deutz diesel, 4-wheel drive, 6-way backfill blade, 
92" backhoe digging depth, 18-inch bucket, 
60-inch rock/frost boom, boring unit with 
100-foot rod and bit. Butler LT1214, 12,000 Lb. 
capacity tilt trailer. Minimum Bid: $9,700. UNIT 
#8T 

POLE TRAILER: Shop made. Minimum Bid: 
$250. UNIT #14T 

POLE TRAILER: Shop made. Minimum Bid: 
S250. UNIT #4T 

CHIPPER: Brush Bandit Model. Minimum Bid: 
$500. UNIT #20T 

TRAILER: Shop made, material trailer, pentle 
hook. Minimum Bid: SI00. UNIT #SMT 

AIR COMPRESSOR: 1954 Jaeger Model 75, 
trailer mounted with Continental Model F-140 
gas engine. Minimum Bid: $200. UNIT #1AC 

The above surplus equipment is available for 
sale and may be viewed at the Eldorado Headquar¬ 
ters from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., the week of June 4, 
2001. Sealed bids are to be submitted by 4 p.m., 
Monday, June 11, 2001. 

Please designate the UNIT Number you wish 
to bid on, your bid price, name, address and tele¬ 
phone number. Bids are to be for an exact dollar 
amount. 

Please mark “SEALED BID” on the outside 
of your envelope and send it to: Don Allen, Sur¬ 
plus Equipment, SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., P0. Box 251, Eldorado, IL 
62930. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • EO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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Get rid of that old gas guzzler — 
buy a heat pump 

If your heating bills were high this winter be¬ 
cause of high gas prices, and you’re wonder¬ 

ing if your old air conditioner will make it 
through this summer, now’s the time to con¬ 
sider switching to a high efficiency heat pump. 
You've probably heard of heat pumps, but do 
you really know what a heat pump is or how 
they work? 

Heat pumps have been around for more 
than 60 years and are used to heat and cool 
homes, hotels, offices, schools and factories in 
every part of the country. 

Webster’s dictionary defines a heat 
pump as “an apparatus for heating or 
cooling a building by transferring 
heat by mechanical means from or to 
a reservoir (as the ground, water, or 
air) outside the building.” 
Well, that makes it per¬ 
fectly clear, doesn’t it? 
Okay, maybe not. 

Ask most people 
what an air condi¬ 
tioner is and they 
will tell you that 
it’s a device that 
cools the air inside 
their home — and 
they’d be right. But 
an air conditioner 
isn’t really creating cool 
air, it’s removing heat. 
You’ve probably walked past 
the outside unit of an air-condi¬ 
tioner when it was running and felt the hot air 
being discharged. A heat pump, unlike an air 
conditioner, can move heat in two directions 
not just one. 

HOW HEAT PUMPS WORK 
In the summer a heat pump or air conditioner 

moves heat with the help of a compressor 
and a refrigerant system, and discharges the 
heat to the outside air. In the winter a heat 
pump reverses the flow of refrigerant and 
blows hot air inside. 

Okay, but how do you get hot air out of 
freezing outdoor air, you ask? Theoretically, 
heat can be extracted from air down to abso¬ 
lute zero. Practically, heat can be extracted 
from air past the freezing point. If you’ve felt 
the warm air coming off your freezer while it’s 
running, that is the warm air being extracted 

from the air inside the freezer. Air to air heat 
pumps also use back up heat strips for times 
when temperatures go below the freezing point. 

GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMPS 
eothermal heat pumps rarely, if ever, need 
backup heat strips. And geothermal heat 

pumps are the most energy efficient heat and 
cooling systems on the market. Geothermal 
heat pumps can reduce your heating and cool¬ 

ing bills by 50 percent. The reason they are 
the most energy efficient is because they 

use the earth as a source for heat 
in the winter and as a heat sink 
to exhaust heat in the summer. 
Since a condenser fan is not 

needed, the entire system can 
be located inside your home, 
in the utility room, garage or 
basement. 

In summer, 
ground temperatures 

several feet deep can 
be 30° to 40° cooler 

than the outdoor air. 
This makes it easier 
for the heat pump to 

exhaust heat from your 
house. In winter, the 
ground can be 40° to 50° 

warmer than the air, so 
it’s easier to draw out the 

free heat. 
A closed-loop geothermal heat 

pump circulates a water/antifreeze solution in a 
small pipe buried in the ground. This pipe can 
be laid horizontally in a narrow trench, or well 
drilling equipment can be used and the pipe 
inserted vertically in the bore hole. 

Another benefit of a geothermal heat pump 
that is often underestimated is the fact that 
these heat pumps will provide free hot water in 
the summer by transferring the heat from your 
home to your water heater. 

New air to air and geothermal heat pumps 
are quiet, need less maintenance and are more 
energy efficient them older heat and air systems. 
It’s an investment in your comfort, and the en¬ 
ergy savings will pay dividends every month. 
Call your local heat and air dealer today to find 
out how much you can save with a new heat 
pump. 
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Nominating Committee Chosen 
As provided by the bylaws of SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating Com¬ 

mittee was chosen April 24, 200 1, consisting of the following Cooperative members: 

District No. 7 
James E. Haney, 821 Pierson Hill Road, 
Harrisburg, IL 62946 
Anthony Gulley, 2420 Battleford Road, 
Carrier Mills, IL 62917 

District No. 8 
David W. Wiman, R. #1 - Box 124, 
Herod. IL 62947 

District No. 9 
Joseph C. Whitehead, 4845 Tunnel Hill Road, 
Tunnel Hill, IL 62991 

District No. 10 
Sandra L. Potts, R. # 1 - Box 59, 
Rosiclare, IL 62982 

District No. 11 
R. C. Davidson, Jr., R. #3 - Box 136, 
Golconda, IL 62938 

The Committee will meet at the office of the Cooperative on Tuesday, June 12, 2001, at the hour of 
10:00 a.m., for the purpose of nominating four (4) candidates for three-year terms as Trustees of 
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. Trustees whose terms are expiring in¬ 
clude: Victor Knight, R. #5 Box 209, McLeansboro, IL 62859 (District #3); Richard Rister, 295 Salem 
Road, Harrisburg, IL 62946 (District #4); David Ramsey, 2825 Elba Road, Omaha, IL 62871 (District 
#5); and Kenneth Webb, 5370 Tunnel Hill Road, Ttmnel Hill, IL 62991 (District #9). 

District No. 1 
Cindy Friend, 2443 Rentfro Lake Road, 
Royalton, IL 62983 

District No. 2 
W D. Fisher, 22397 East Heard Lane, 
Macedonia, IL 62860 

District No. 3 
Carl L. Smith, R. #5 - Box 164, 
McLeansboro, IL 62859 

District No. 4 

District No. 5 
Todd Drone, 17140 Zion Cemetery Road, 
Ridgway, IL 62979 

District No. 6 
Richard D. Clarida, 6418 Moake School Road, 
Marion, IL 62959 

/cl /yXcsX 
Richard Rister, Secretary 

Board of Trustees 

• Zeigler West Frankfort YankfonJ " H | 
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Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the “ON” 
position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in the “OFF” 
position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 

breaker to the “ON" position. 
3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This 

phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage 
and emergency calls. 
5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage 

reporting system and will be identified automatically through ANI (Auto¬ 
matic Number Identification). An outage record will then be generated for 
your location. Please note that the phone number from which you place 
the call will be the number used to generate the record. If the system fails 

to recognize your phone number, members having touch-tone phones may 
simply enter their seven-digit phone number (without area code) in order to 

report the outage. Members not having touch-tone phones will be asked to 
leave a message. It is important you leave your name, phone number and 
location of the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the sys¬ 

tem is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a message that will help 
in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the line for an operator because 

a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing of all numbers, 
it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very quickly. 

. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will restore 
your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but may hinder the efforts of 
other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

TERRY MOORE 

DENNIS MARKS 

TONY MASON 
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SOUTHEAST 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative # Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

Members, who attended last 
year's Annual Meeting, were re¬ 

minded of the fact that SouthEastern 
has not had a general rate increase 
since 1983. They were also advised 
that due to the impact of almost two 
decades of inflation, and the expen¬ 
diture of almost two-hundred million 
dollars by our power supplier in 
order to provide SouthEastern mem¬ 
bers with a reliable and clean source 
of energy, a rate increase would be 
inevitable sometime in the future. 

Since SouthEastern is a local cor¬ 
poration, owned and operated by 
local people and providing service to 
local people, it is our policy to notify 
our members of anticipated rate in¬ 
creases as early as possible. 

Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive of Marion, our power supplier, 
has advised us that they will raise our 
cost of energy in September of 2001. 
The impact of this rate increase to 
us, combined with the effect of eigh¬ 
teen years of price increases for ma¬ 
terials, vehicles and labor, dictate a 
need for SouthEastern to implement 
an overall rate increase of 6.7% 
effective in September of this year. 

All increases will be based, as 
much as possible, on the Cooperative’s 
actual cost of providing service to like 
groups of customers. The rate in¬ 
crease for the 11,367 residential Rate 
“A” members, who do not use elec¬ 
tricity as their primary heat source, 

will equate to 8% overall for the 
group, with low energy users of 100 
kilowatt-hours per month, seeing an 
increase of 3.4%, average users of 
1000 kilowatt-hours seeing an in¬ 
crease of 6.4%, and a larger user of 
4000 kilowatt-hours each month, 
experiencing an increase of 12.9%. 

The 7,231 residential Rate “AH” 
members, with electric heat, will un¬ 
dergo a rate increase for the group 
of 8%, with an increase of 6.7% for 
those individuals using 100 kilowatt- 
hours per month, and an increase 
of 7.5% for an average monthly us¬ 
age of 2000 kilowatt-hours. 

The 301 small commercial users, 
who are on the “B-4” rate schedule, 
will have an increase that mirrors the 
Rate “A' group, and the 1,100 medium 
size commercial and industrial users, 
on rate schedule “B-l”, will see rates 
increase for their group by 7.09%, 
with low energy users of 1,000 kilo¬ 
watt-hours per month experiencing 
an increase of 12.85%, and moderate 
users of 10,000 kilowatt-hours per 
month, will see an increase of 2.47%. 

The 32 large commercial and in¬ 
dustrial accounts will have rate in¬ 
creases of approximately 5%. The 
increase for the 650 residential sea¬ 
sonal accounts will be 8.3%, and the 
increase for the 56 irrigation and 27 
municipal pumping accounts will be 
approximately 8%. No increase is 
necessary for security lighting or 

Continued on 16b 
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municipal street lighting, and rates for those 
services will remain the same as they have been 
for decades. 

Obviously, the space allotted for this column 
is not sufficient to list the percentage increase 
for the range of usage that occurs in each rate 

schedule the Cooperative offers, but hopefully 
the above information will assist our members 
in their budgeting efforts for the coming year. 

See you next month, and as always, “Well 
keep the lights on for you.” (James Yusko of 
Marion, Illinois) 

Report of nominating committee 
As provided by the bylaws Of SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc., a Nominating 

Committee Consisting of the following Cooperative members: 

Cindy Friend  

W D. Fisher   

Carl L. Smith  

Todd Drone   

Richard D. Clarida.... 

Anthony Gulley  

James E. Haney  

David W Wiman  

Joseph C. Whitehead 

Sandra L. Potts  

R. C. Davidson, Jr. ... 

. (District #1) 

. (District #2) 

. (District #3) 

. (District #5) 

. (District #6) 

. (District #7) 

. (District #7) 

. (District #8) 

. (District #9) 
(District #10) 
(District #11) 

met at the office of the Cooperative on June 12, 2001, at the hour of 10 a.m. for the purpose of 
nominating four (4) candidates for three-year terms as Trustees of SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary of the meeting. 

The following candidates were nominated: 

Victor Knight  

Richard Rister ... 

David Ramsey.... 

Kenneth R. Webb 

(District #3) 

(District #4) 

(District #5) 

(District #9) 

Dated at Eldorado, Illinois this 12th day of June, 2001. 
Sandra L. Potts 

Secretary of the Meeting 
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Capital Credits for 
IN 
CO 

The most economical method of notifying 
members of their capital credit allocation 
is to furnish them with a multiplication 

factor, which when applied to the total electric 
bill for the year 2000 will determine the noti¬ 
fied of the amount of patronage. Notices will be 
mailed to large commercial consumers who are 
not on self-billing. 

Self-billing members 
may determine their 
capital credit allocations 
from SouthEastern by 
multiplying their bills 
paid (less tax) by a factor 
of 0.04257197; for 
Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative use a factor 
of 0.02213391. 

For those paying accounts under the Small 
Commercial Schedule, a factor of 0.04607775 
for SouthEastern and 0.02395663 for South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative should be used. 

If you are unable to determine your 2000 
allocation, the amount credited will be fur¬ 
nished on request. 

The bylaws of your Cooperative provide that 
each member shall be notified of the amount of 
patronage capital credited to his account. Of 
the total allocation, approximately 25 percent 
is due to capital credit allocation received from 
the Southern Illinois Power Cooperative. 

A capital credit plan is an arrangement 
under which: 

A cooperative and its members ex¬ 
pressly agree that any payment by 
any patron over the cost of serv¬ 
ing him is capital furnished by the 
patron to the cooperative; 

The Cooperative credits such 
patronage capital on its books to 
the patrons; and 

Such capital will be retired when, 
in the opinion of the Board of 
Trustees, such retirement will not 
impair the Cooperative’s financial 
position. 

Capital credits are not necessarily available 
in the form of cash, but are represented largely 
by investments in poles, wire, transformers and 
other equipment required to provide service. 
In general, no patronage capital can be retired 
until the Cooperative has obtained enough capi¬ 
tal to take care of all its needs. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative will be closed on 
Wednesday, July 4th in observance 
of Independence Day. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have break¬ 
ers, make sure they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter 
socket. If the breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the 
meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the 
breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 

4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. 

This phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept 
your outage and emergency calls. 

5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated outage report¬ 
ing system and will be identified automatically through ANI (Automatic Number 
Identification). An outage record will then be generated for your location. Please 

note that the phone number from which you place the call will be 
the number used to generate the record. If the 

system fails to recognize your phone number, 
members having touch-tone phones may sim¬ 

ply enter their seven-digit phone number 
(without area code) in order to re¬ 
port the outage. Members not 
having touch-tone phones will 
be asked to leave a message. It 
is important you leave your 

name, phone number and loca¬ 
tion of the outage. Retrieving mes¬ 

sages and entering them into the 
system is time consuming; there¬ 
fore, please leave only a message 
that will help in restoration of 

electric service. Do not remain on 
the line for an operator because a live op¬ 

erator is not there to respond. In order to keep 
a current listing of all numbers, it is important that 
/ou notify the Cooperative of any changes in your tele¬ 
phone number. 

6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power failures very 
quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair person¬ 
nel who will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will 
not shorten the length of the outage, but may hinder the efforts of other members 
who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JULY 2001 



Tfte^ sow 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative # Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

Mind your own business! 

James M. 
“Mick” 

Cummins 

hat’s just what the owners of 

SouthEastern will do when they 

attend the Cooperative's 63rd Annual 

Meeting which will be held Tuesday, 

August 7th. 

Those members who are able to 
attend recognize that responsibility 

comes with ownership. They also 

recognize no business organization 

adheres to American values and 

principles more soundly than do co¬ 

operatives. In a Cooperative, mem¬ 
bers elect other members to serve as 

trustees. Those trustees reside in the 

districts they represent and pay the 

same electric rates as their neigh¬ 

bors. The end result is trustees who 

want the same two things from their 
cooperative that all other members 
want: reliable service and reason¬ 

able rates. 

Conversely, investor-owned utili¬ 
ties (lOUs) typically select their di¬ 

rectors based on the number of 

shares the individual owns. Their 

directors often reside out of the area 

or even out of state, and therefore are 

isolated from the service and rate 

concerns your cooperative trustee 

has. Investor-owned utilities are 

driven by one goal: profit per 

share - all else is secondary. Sim¬ 

ply put, they are much more in¬ 

terested in Wall Street than the 

streets of southern Illinois. 

Investor-owned utility annual 

meetings are held for the benefit 

of major stockholders, who at¬ 

tend to hear plans for future 

profit making. Cooperative An¬ 

nual Meetings, are held for the 

benefit of all members, who at¬ 

tend to learn about their 

Cooperative's operation for the 

past year and plans for the fu¬ 
ture. Cooperative Annual Meet¬ 

ings, are open to all members, 
since all active members are 

equal in rights and voting privi¬ 

leges. 

So if you can, attend this 

year’s Annual Meeting and MIND 

YOUR OWN BUSINESS! 

Kevin Zwick, Marion Illinois 
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Official Notice of 2001 Annual Meeting 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the An¬ 

nual Meeting of the Members of SOUTH¬ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERA¬ 
TIVE, INC., will be held at Southeastern 
Illinois College, Illinois Route 13, East of Har¬ 
risburg or South of Eldorado on College Road, 
on August 7, 2001; that the period of regis¬ 
tration for said Meeting of Members will be 
from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.; business meeting of 
said Members will convene at 7 p.m. for the 

purpose of taking action upon the reports of 
Officers, Trustees, and Committees of said 
Cooperative, for the election of four (4) Trust¬ 
ees for terms of three (3) years each, and for 
such other matters as may properly be con¬ 
sidered at such meeting. 

You are further notified that the number 
of Trustees to be elected at the 2001 Annual 
Meeting is four (4) and that one Member is to 
be elected from each of Districts 3, 4, 5 and 9. 

Report of Nominating Committee 
As provided by the bylaws of SOUTH 

EASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOP¬ 
ERATIVE, INC., a Nominating Committee, 
consisting of the following Cooperative mem¬ 
bers: 

Cindy Friend District #1 

W D. Fisher District #2 

Carl L. Smith District #3 

Todd Drone District #5 

Richard D. Clarida District #6 

James E. Haney District #7 

Anthony Gulley District #7 

David W. Wiman District #8 

Joseph C. Whitehead District #9 

Sandra L. Potts District #10 

R. C. Davidson, Jr. District #11 

met at the office of the Cooperative on June 
12, 2001, at the hour of 10 a.m. for the pur¬ 
pose of nominating four (4) candidates for 
three-year terms as Trustees of SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

The undersigned presided as Secretary 
of the meeting. 

The following candidates were nomi¬ 
nated: 

District #3 

District #4 

District #5 

District #9 

DATED at Eldorado, Illinois, this 12th day 
of June, 2001. 

Victor Knight 

Richard Rister 

David Ramsey 

Kenneth Webb 

/s/ Sandra L. Potts 
Secretary of the Meeting 

Dated at Eldorado, Illinois, this 20th day 
of July, 2001. 

/s/ Richard Rister 
Secretary 

Board of Trustees 

When you take a dip don’t get After the work is done, it’s time to play. Pool-side 
music makes swimming fun, but swimmers can 
receive a fatal shock if electric stereo equipment 
makes contact with the water. Keep your boom 

box far enough away from the water so there is no chance 
of it being splashed or knocked into the pool. Install GFCIs 
(ground fault circuit interrupters) on all electrical outlets. 
Watch for overhead lines when using pool-cleaning equip¬ 
ment. Take a CPR course. And never let young children 
swim unsupervised. 
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IN 
CO 

Attend the 

SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, August 7 

Southeastern Illinois College 

Illinois Route 13 east of Harrisburg 
or College Road south of Eldorado 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
Business meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

• Reports of officers 
• Election of trustees 

• Other cooperative business 

$10 credit 
on your next electric bill 

for all members attending 
the Annual Meeting! 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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Surplus equipment for sale 
1996 Dodge Ram 1500: 4x4 club cab ST, 5.2L 
V8 (318) automatic, air, 40/20/40 cloth bench 
front seat, cloth bench rear seat, speed control, 
tilt wheel, anti-spin differential, AM/FM stereo 
cassette. Color: White w/gray interior. Approxi¬ 
mately 111,000 miles. Minimum Bid: $9,400. 
UNIT #67A 

1992 Chevrolet Astro CL Extended Passenger 
Van: VA 4.3L V6, automatic, air, 8 passenger seat¬ 
ing, cruise control, tilt wheel, roof console, bucket 
seats. Color: White w/beige interior. Approxi¬ 
mately 98,000 miles. Minimum Bid: $4,200. 
UNIT #29A 

Unit No. 1 One - drafting table 
Unit No. 2. One - desk 
Unit No. 3. One - bookcase 
Unit No. 4. Three - Pole Augers, 2 1/4" Kelly Bar 
Unit No. 5. One - ONAN 2.5 KVA gas 

powered generator 
Unit No. 6. One - John Bauman combination 

lock safe 
Unit No. 7. One - Fairbanks 1,000 lb. scale 
Unit No. 8. One - Simplex mechanical jack 

Unit No. 9. TWo lots - chain link fence 
Unit No. 10. One lot - pipe for fencing 
Unit No. 11. One lot - metal storage cabinets 
Unit No. 12. TWo lots - wood/steel shelving 
Unit No. 13. One lot - obsolete NCR computer 

accessory equipment 
Unit No. 14. One lot - obsolete office equipment, 

i.e., fax machine, copy machine, etc. 
Unit No. 15. One lot - obsolete electrical testing 

equipment 
Unit No. 16. One lot - miscellaneous slide 

projectors, cameras, recorders 
The above surplus equipment is available for 

sale and may be viewed at the Eldorado Head¬ 
quarters from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., the week of Au¬ 
gust 13, 2001. Sealed bids are to be submitted 
by 4 p.m., Monday, August 20, 2001. 

Please designate the UNIT Number you wish 
to bid on, your bid price, name, address and tele¬ 
phone number. Bids are to be for an exact dollar 
amount. 

Please mark “SEALED BID” on the outside 
of your envelope and send it to: Don Allen, Surplus 
Equipment, SouthEastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative, Inc., P 0. Box 251, Eldorado, IL 62930. 

QAUATM CO. New 

SCOTT EMERY 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399- 

8405. This phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year 
to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated 

outage reporting system and will be identified automatically 
through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage 
record will then be generated for your location. Please note 
that the phone number from which you place the call will be 
the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to 

recognize your phone number, members having touch-tone 
phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number (without 

area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having 
touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is impor¬ 
tant you leave your name, phone number and location of the 

outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system 
is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a message that 

will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the line for an 
operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a cur¬ 

rent listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any 
changes in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power fail¬ 

ures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will 
restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, 
but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

TERRY MOORE 

DENNIS MARKS 
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Tkes sounesii 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative i ] Eldorado, Illinois 

General 
Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. 
“Mick” 

Cummins 

Deregulation is producing radical 
and rapid changes in the elec¬ 

tric industry; consequently, local gov¬ 
ernance and control of local assets 
by local people is becoming more im¬ 
portant than ever. 

Many large electric companies, 
including some in Illinois, have sold 
off their generation facilities, and in 
the process have shed their obliga¬ 
tion to provide uninterrupted ser¬ 
vice. This situation has given some 
non-utility generators the opportu¬ 
nity to make unbridled profits. 

Power plants owned by non-util¬ 
ity generators are being held off line 
during peak periods to maximize 
profits, and the trading of electricity 
by independent power marketers, 
who have no power lines of their own, 
has skyrocketed from 1.8 million 
megawatt-hours in 1995 to over 400 
million megawatt-hours in 1999. 

This focus on profit, instead of 
service, is a trend, which if left un¬ 
checked, will lead to continuing in¬ 
stability in electric energy prices for 
some parts of our nation. 

SouthEastern is a not-for-profit 
entity, whose primary purpose is to 
provide a reliable source of electric 
energy for the residents of Southern 
Illinois. The bylaws of SouthEastern 
not only require that all board mem- 

y g L y 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

bers be elected, but also specify 
that board members must live in 
the district they represent and re¬ 
ceive service from the Coopera¬ 
tive. 

Your board members are lo¬ 
cal men and women selected 
from the ten-county area served 
by SouthEastern. They don’t re¬ 
ceive the big six-figure compensa¬ 
tion packages enjoyed by so 
many board members of the pub¬ 
licly traded corporations, but 
they do work very hard, giving an 
average of 43 days of service a 
year to ensure that your Coopera¬ 
tive provides reliable service and 
reasonable rates. 

From its humble beginnings 
in 1938 with an initial loan of 
$800,000, your Cooperative has 
now grown into a corporation 
with local assets exceeding 
$99,000,000. 

These local assets are con¬ 
trolled by local people, a configu¬ 
ration that is proving itself 
superior to other structures and 
experiments currently being tried 
in the electric industry. 

See you next month and as al¬ 
ways, “We’ll keep the lights on for 
you.” 

Charles B. Aydelott, 
Equality, Illinois 
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O’Dell says old sites 
could bring new tourism dollars 

John O’Dell of Harrisburg is a man with a 
vision and a mission. He hopes to lure tour¬ 

ists to southern Illinois because of its historical 
and archaeological sites, in addition to its scenic 
beauty, which he calls “really compelling.” 

John, who grew up in southern Illinois and 
had to move away to earn a living, became an edu¬ 
cator, finally winding up as superintendent of 
schools in Petersburg, located in central Illinois. 
He notes that while he grew accustomed to the 
flatlands, he really never developed the fondness 
for the prairie that he had for the hills and hollers 
of our part of Illinois. Also, he believes there is a 
site near Equality, Illinois that may contain the 
bones of extinct animals, and believes that site 
could eventually become a major tourist attrac¬ 
tion. Another attraction he hopes to revive is the 
town of Somerset, which was once a viable com- 

John O'Dell, left, shows SouthEastern Manager Mick 
Cummins the former location of the old Blockhouse. 

munity. Now, there’s very little there. John has 
provided a brief history of the town and the area 
that well share with our readers. 

Somerset - a crossroads town 
that faded away 

by John O’Dell 

During the westward expansion of Euro¬ 
pean settlers there was actually a group of 

Frenchmen from Montreal who settled in the 
American Bottoms from the North but explored 
heavily up and down the Mississippi and Ohio 
Rivers from 1700-1770. 
These earliest explorers were 
primarily trappers and trad¬ 
ers merchandising in cloth¬ 
ing, iron objects, salt and 
information for the English 
settlers who came into the 
region about 1790-1800. 

Although they followed 
Indian and game trails in use 
during the time, these men 
served a special purpose in 
identifying those locations of 
greatest importance to the 
white culture. Half Moon Lick 
near Equality had trails that 
led to it from several direc¬ 
tions, and which crossed an 
east-to-west trail that stood 
out of the lowlands at the foot 
of Eagle Mountain and ex¬ 
tended westward across 
Southern Illinois. This trail 
was a fabled route from 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Shawneetown to Cape Girardeau. 
Somerset is one of the first settlements in 

Saline County and predated the County organi¬ 
zation in 1847. It was an important “jumping 
off” point for settlers coming into the region and 

heading west. Standing in 
Somerset now, there is little 
to tell the story; a polling 
place, the rise of bluffs in 
back, and three lonesome 
country roads that come to¬ 
gether in one place. The 
question is “why” was there 
a Somerset. 

Some two miles away, 
Hankerson Rude built a 
Blockhouse in 1814. The 
Blockhouse had four cor¬ 
ners and log palisades. It 
was a very large structure 
for that date and time and 
was located adjacent to a 
small clear running stream 
which served as a water 
supply for the settlers. Al¬ 
though no remnants of the 
structure are visible today, 
visitors to the old “Block¬ 
house Cemetery” can appre- 

O'Dell, left, points out the location of the 
Horseshoe Upheaval site to a university pro¬ 
fessor, who just happened to be in the area 
that day on a geological field trip with his 
students. 
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ciate the hardships those early pioneers had to 
endure in order to settle this area. 

Zadok Aydelott, a Frenchman from 
Kaskaskia, opened a horse-powered grist mill 
around 1818 and provided refined food for the 
area. In 1846, Henry Newcomb established a 
porcelain factory in Somerset and shipped prod¬ 
ucts both directions on the road in front of his 
property. Some of the porcelain was even shipped 
back to his native Germany. 

Hogs were raised in the area and salted pork 
meat was shipped down the Saline River to its 
junction with the mighty Ohio and then on to larger 
cities. Just east of Somerset a silver mine oper¬ 
ated for a short time, but was unproductive and 
abandoned. A large General Store opened in 
“downtown” Somerset and continued in business 
for nearly 75 years. It featured drygoods, notions, 
groceries and ready-made coffins. A local distill¬ 
ery was established, but closed during prohibi¬ 
tion. 

There was a church in Somerset prosperous 
enough to have an organ, but following a dispute 
on whose daughter was going to play the organ in 
church, dynamite was placed under the instru¬ 

ment, which blew it through the roof. Later, the 
Church members decided they would confront the 
stills and illegal product being distilled in the 
neighborhood. This resulted in the church house 
being burned. Around this time, residents began 
leaving Somerset to go to bigger towns to find 
work. 

Finally, the answer to “why there was a 
Somerset” came to me. The town was on the road 
that ran from Shawneetown to the Blockhouse, to 
Vienna and then on to Cape Girardeau. The road 
also connected with the pioneer routes around 
Womble Mountain that came together at one point. 
It was the well-known secret of success: location, 
location, location. 

However, there was not enough employment 
in the area to entice the youth of the community to 
stay, and most left for larger cities where they could 
make a living. Over time, Somerset has faded into 
history with little remaining, except the Church 
and the back half of the old general store, which 
now serves as a polling place for the community. 

It’s wonderful that John, and others like him, 
are still working hard to bring more economic de¬ 
velopment to our area. We wish him success! 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure 
they are in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the 
breaker is in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various 
buildings. If the wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This phone number 

is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and emer¬ 
gency calls. 
5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern's automated out¬ 

age reporting system and will be identified automatically through ANI 
(Automatic Number Identification). An outage record will then be 

generated for your location. Please note that the phone num¬ 
ber from which you place the call will be the number used 
to generate the record. If the system fails to recognize 
your phone number, members having touch-tone phones 

may simply enter their seven-digit phone number (without 
area code) in order to report the outage. Members not hav¬ 

ing touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is 
important you leave your name, phone number and location 
of the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into 
the system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a 

message that will help in restoration of electric service. Do 
not remain on the line for an operator because a live operator is 

not there to respond. In order to keep a current listing of all numbers, 
it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your tele¬ 
phone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power 

failures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel 
who will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the 
length of the outage, but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 
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Keep it safe around 
sum IUSES 
> \ ummer’s over and children are heading back to school. Last 
* . year, more than 9,000 students were injured and 26 were killed 
| I in bus related incidents. You can help stop these incidents by 

—J doing your part to ensure students’ safety around buses. 
• Always stop your vehicle when a bus is stopped with its stop 

sign extended from either side of the road. 
• Keep a close watch for students that are walking, biking or skat¬ 

ing to school. 

STUDENTS SHOULD FOLLOW 
THESE GUIDELINES: 
• Take 10 giant steps in front of a bus 

before crossing the street. (This will 
enable the driver to clearly see all 
students as they cross.) 

• Never walk behind a bus. 
• Watch for cars and cross 

streets carefully. 
• Stay away from the bus 

until the driver says it 
is okay to approach. 

Members’ Economic Participation 
Members contribute equitably to, and demo¬ 

cratically control, the capital of their coop¬ 
erative. At least part of that capital is usually 

the common property of the co-op. Members allo¬ 
cate surpluses for such purposes as developing 
the cooperative and settingup capital reserves. 

The SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative offices will be closed 
on Monday, September 3, in observance of Labor Day. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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T(i& son 
General 

Manager’s 
Comments 

James M. 
“Mick” 

Cummins 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative m Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

In keeping with SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 

mission statement of providing reliable 
energy and other services, which ben¬ 
efit our membership and enhance 
our communities, I would like to re¬ 
mind our readers of your 
Cooperative’s involvement in provid¬ 
ing financial assistance to deserving 
children of SouthEastern members 
who are planning to further their 
education. 

Your Board of Trustees initiated 
a scholarship program in 1976 de¬ 
signed to assist such students, by 
annually providing four $400 schol¬ 
arships to area junior colleges. 
Southeastern Illinois College receives 
two, and John A. Logan College and 
Rend Lake College each receive one. 

Applications for the above schol¬ 
arships are obtained from the 
schools, each of which has estab¬ 
lished a scholarship committee. The 
scholarship committees, which are 
chaired by one of the counseling staff 
or the dean of student affairs, select 
the recipients of the scholarships 
based on the following criteria: 

1. The student must demonstrate fi¬ 
nancial need and be in good aca¬ 
demic standing. 
2. The student or parents must be 
a current member of SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

OCTOBER 2001 

The selection of the scholarship 
recipients is left entirely to the dis¬ 
cretion of the participating schools, 
who notify SouthEastern of the se¬ 
lected students and request advance¬ 
ment of the scholarship funds. 

In addition to the above scholar¬ 
ships, SouthEastern, in conjunction 
with other Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives, is providing three $1,000 IEC 
Scholarships per year for high 
schools seniors, whose parents are 
members of any Illinois electric co¬ 
operative. This is our sixth year to 
jointly sponsor these scholarships. 
These scholarships may be used for 
educational costs at any two or four- 
year accredited college, or university 
in Illinois, including vocational and/ 
or technical schools. The following 
conditions apply: 

1. Scholarship winners must begin 
undergraduate studies within a year 
of being notified they have won. 
2. Scholarship winners will be ex¬ 
pected to be “full time” students (12 
hours or more). 
3. Scholarships are for one year and 
are not renewable. 
4. Scholarships will be awarded 
based on grade point average, college 
entrance test scores, work and vol¬ 
unteer experience, participation in 
school and community activities, bio¬ 
graphical statement and knowledge 
of electric cooperatives as demon¬ 
strated by a short essay. 
5. Deadline for receipt of completed 
applications and submissions is 
January 1 of each year. 

(continued on page 16c) 
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The path to powerlines for poults 
(Right) To enhance wildlife 
habitat under SouthEastern 
power lines, trees were first 
cleared from the right of way. 
The experimental project is 
being managed in partnership 
with the Shawnee National 
Forest and National Wild Turkey 
Federation. 

(Left) After clearing trees and 
stumps, the ground below the co¬ 
op’s power line was prepared and 
then planted with sunflowers. 

Tlhe Shawnee National Forest is home to 
hundreds of animals. Wildlife of all kinds 

depend upon the forest for their food and shelter. 
In the midst of this natural world, sit the utility 
powerlines that provide the necessary electricity 
for us humans. Three organizations have found 
a way to better integrate the two colliding 
worlds. The idea being tested is to plant seed 
plots in the area of the powerlines to enhance 
the wildlife habitat for wild turkeys. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
is working in partnership with the Shawnee Na¬ 
tional Forest and the National Wild Turkey Fed¬ 
eration (NWTF) to establish a wildlife habitat 
for young turkeys, also called poults. The 
project covers approximately a one-half mile 
area in the Shawnee National Forest where 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative has 

right of way. The goal of the project is to clear 
the right of way, then improve the habitat for 
turkeys as well as other non-game birds. 

“The National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) was looking for areas where they could 
sow seeds that are wildlife enhancing seeds,” 

explained Bob Kielhorn, property and right of 
way control manager for SouthEastern Illinois 
Cooperative, “They are trying to increase the 
population of the turkeys. Since the NWTF does 
not have any land of their own, they were looking 
for areas where they can work with another 
group to do this.” 

Mike Spanel, wildlife biologist for the 
Shawnee National Forest said, “We were looking 
for areas within the Shawnee National Forest 
where we could work cooperatively with the 
National Wild Turkey Federation. The powerline 
right of way provided the opportunity.” The forest 

service facilitated the project between 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative and 
the NWTF 

The Powerlines for Poults project began with 
Bob Kielhorn and Mike Spanel investigating 
areas of the forest where the co-op has clear 
right of way. Once those areas were identified, 

they had to eliminate areas where the terrain 
was too heavily eroded and hilly. The area se¬ 
lected for the project was a one-half to three- 
fourths mile tract of land. 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • RO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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The project was divided into two phases and 
will be completed over a two-year time span. 
The first phase of the project begem last April 
when a bulldozer cleared out tree stumps, tree- 
tops and limbs after the area had been 
hydroaxed. Next, the land was disked and then 
seeded with sunflowers. The sunflowers have 
matured already for this year and will continue 
to provide food for turkeys, songbirds and other 
non-game birds throughout the fall and winter. 
The second phase of the project will begin 
around September 2002 when the land will be 
disked again and then wheat and clover will be 
planted. The area will be easily maintained by 
annual mowing. “We will keep the wheat and 
clover in a low-growing vegetation. The clover 
produces a lot of blooms, which attract bees 
and other insects. The young turkey poults 
come out with their mothers and 
feed on the insects, which are a 
good source of protein to help the 
young poults grow at a good rate,” 
Spanel said. As the turkeys get 
older, they will start to feed more 
on the sunflower seeds. The area 
will be maintained by annual 
mowing for at least a three-year 
period. 

This is a pilot project for all 
three organizations involved. 
Spanel said, “The NWTF is look¬ 
ing at the Powerlines for Poults 
as an opportunity to expand part¬ 
nerships nationwide. There is tre¬ 
mendous potential with miles of 
utility corridors crossing public 
land, national forests, bureau 
land and other state agency land.” 

Kielhorn agreed by saying, “It enhances the 
wildlife and it does the co-op a tremendous fa¬ 
vor because we are getting help with clearing 
and maintaining the right of way. It has been a 
beneficial project for all involved. Mike Spanel 
has done a great job on this. He has followed 

up and supervised the whole operation, even 
spreading seed by hand. We really appreciate 
it.” Spanel and Kielhorn said they are both look¬ 
ing at other areas where the co-op has right of 
way for future projects. 

Kielhorn summarized their efforts by say¬ 
ing, “We are still in the infancy of this program, 
so we’re going to wait and see how it works out. 
If you stand on the hill and look down around 
the right of way, it’s a beautiful picture.” 

For more information on the Shawnee Na¬ 
tional Forest, contact Mike Spanel, wildlife bi¬ 
ologist at Shawnee National Forest: (618) 
253-7114. For more information on the NWTF 
contact the local chapter: Saline Valley Strut¬ 
ters, Leland Banks, National Wild Turkey Fed¬ 
eration chapter chairman: PO. Box 126, Carrier 
Mills, IL 62917. Telephone (618) 994-2821. 

Mike Spanel, wildlife biologist for the Shawnee 
National Forest (left) and Bob Kielhorn, property 
and right of way control manager for 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Co-op hope to ex¬ 
pand the Powerlines for Poults pilot project to 
other areas. 

General Manager's Comments 
(continued from 16a) 

6. Scholarship winners will be notified by 
May 1 of each year. 
7. Applications for the three IEC Scholarships 
are available upon request from SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
8. Scholarship winners are selected by North¬ 
ern Illinois University. 

For more information or an IEC Scholar¬ 
ship application, please contact SouthEastern’s 

Scholarship Coordinator, Dustin Tripp, at 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, P O. 
Box 251, Eldorado, IL 62930, or phone 618/ 
273-2611, or call toll-free at 1-800-833-2611, 
ext. 166. 

See you next month, and as always, “We’ll 
keep the lights on for you.” 

Readership Winner: 
Marty Burgess, Benton, IL 
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October is national cooperative month • October is national cooperative month • October is national cooperative month • October is national cooperative month 

$ $ $ Surplus equipment for sale $ $ $ 
1996 Dodge Ram 1500; 4x4 club cab ST, 
5.2L, V8 (318) automatic, air, 40/20/40 
bench seat, cloth with cloth rear bench seat, 
speed control, tilt wheel, anti-spin differen¬ 
tial, AM/FM stereo cassette. Color: White w/ 
gray interior. Approximately 111 ,000 miles. 
Low NADA Book $9,800; Minimum Bid: 
$8,400. UNIT #67A 

1992 Chevrolet Astro CL Extended Pas¬ 
senger Van: VA 4.3L V6, automatic, air, 
8-passenger seating, cruise control, tilt 
wheel, roof console, bucket seats. Color: 
White w/beige interior. Approximately 
98,000 miles. Minimum Bid: $3,200 UNIT 
#29A 

Fuel Dispensors; Two Gasboy Model 53 
PDX Fuel Dispensors; One Gasboy Model 
52 Fuel Pump/Dispensor. UNIT # 1 

The above surplus equipment is avail¬ 
able for sale and may be viewed at the 
Eldorado Headquarters any week day from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sealed bids are to be sub¬ 
mitted by 4 p.m., Monday, October 15,2001. 

Please designate the UNIT Number you 
wish to bid on, your bid price, name, ad¬ 
dress and telephone number. Bids are to be 
for an exact dollar amount. 

Please mark “SEALED BID” on the out¬ 
side of your envelope and send it to: Don 
Allen, Surplus Equipment, SouthEastern Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperative, Inc., P 0. Box 
251, Eldorado, IL 62930. 
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Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. This 

phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept 
; your outage and emergency calls. 
5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated 

outage reporting system and will be identified automatically 
through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage 
record will then be generated for your location. Please note 
that the phone number from which you place the call will be 
the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to 

recognize your phone number, members having touch-tone 
phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number (without 
area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having touch- 

tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is important 
you leave your name, phone number and location of the outage. 
Retrieving messages and entering them into the system is time 
consuming; therefore, please leave only a message that will help 

in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the line for an opera¬ 
tor because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current 

listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes 
in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power fail¬ 

ures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will 
restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, 
but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

TERRY .MOORE 

DENNIS MARKS 
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SOUTHEAST 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative m Eldorado, Illinois 

Your Touchstone Energy ' Partner 

Notwithstanding the debacle in Cali¬ 
fornia, Illinois’ own deregulation 

act, the Electric Service Customer 
Choice and Rate Relief Law of 1997, is 
still on target and by May of next year, 
all Illinois electric customers, served by 
investor-owned utilities, will be eligible 
to receive service from an alternative 
retail electric supplier. 

Despite the fact that the Illinois 
Commerce Commission has published 
an excellent pamphlet entitled, “It’s 
Time to Get Plugged In,” the actual 
deregulation process continues to be 
misunderstood by many consumers. 

To understand how deregulation 
works, one has to first recognize the 
three components involved in providing 
a home or business with electric energy. 
Those components are: generation, 
which is the process of producing elec¬ 
tricity; transmission which is the pro¬ 
cess of sending electricity across 
country through high voltage lines; and 
distribution, which is the process of 
delivering the electricity into your home 
or business. 

Customers of Illinois investor- 
owned utilities are not mandated to 
make any changes under deregulation, 
but they do have the option of obtaining 
the generation component of the above 
process from some company other than 
their current power supplier. These gen¬ 
eration suppliers, which are known as 
Alternative Retail Electric Suppliers or 
“ARES” must be certified to operate in 
Illinois. 

Customers who elect to purchase 
generation from an ARES or from an¬ 
other electric utility will continue to re¬ 
ceive electricity through the same power 

lines that are currently serving 
their homes and businesses, 
and they will continue to call the 

same utility to report power outages 
or other problems with their elec¬ 
tric service. Their power bills, how¬ 
ever, will look different than the bills 
they currently receive and might re¬ 
flect a generation charge, a deliv¬ 
ery service charge, a customer 
charge and a transition charge. The 
Transition Charge, which helps re¬ 
cover costs for generation incurred 
by a utility prior to restructuring, 
will only be charged during the tran¬ 
sition period, which, in most cases, 
will end in December 2006. 

As I have previously reported, 
electric cooperatives such as 
SouthEastern and municipal elec¬ 
tric systems such as Carmi may, at 
the direction of their governing bod¬ 
ies, elect to enter the competitive 
market place in order to sell elec¬ 
tricity to customers of other utilities 
and allow their own customers to 
choose an alternative generation sup¬ 
plier. 

Adding the equipment and man¬ 
power necessary to enter into the 
competitive market under the appli¬ 
cable laws and guidelines established 
in Illinois is a very costly venture, 
which could negatively impact the 
membership of SouthEastern if ap¬ 
proached too hastily. Fortunately, 
under Illinois law, cooperatives have 
the right to select the appropriate 
time to enter the competitive mar¬ 
ket place and are not bound by the 
time lines established for investor- 
owned utilities. This gives us the 
advantage of witnessing the mis¬ 
takes of others and avoiding costly 
pitfalls in order to protect the inter¬ 
est of the membership. 

See you next month and as al¬ 
ways, “We’ll keep the lights on for you.” 

L A i V JJ. 
tl Hi 

Readership Prize Winner: 
Jasper C. Cypher, 
Whittington, IL 
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HIGH KNOB RANG 
completes 40 years 

Tkhe key to success is location, location, loca¬ 
tion, and that is certainly the case for the 40 

year old High Knob Ranch that sets in Shawnee 
National Forest. It all started when Erber and 
Helen Flanders purchased 15 acres in 1961, back 
when the land was covered in blackberry briars. 
Before those briars could even be shredded, Erber 
had bought two horses to start the couple’s dream 
of having a horse camp. Erber decided he wanted 
horses and a trail boss to guide people through 
the many trails of Shawnee Forest. The cost of a 
good horse and a scenic ride was $2 an hour in 
the beginning. The first customer was Raymond 
Watson, now 94 years old. He came every week¬ 
end with a car load of kids and now some of those 
same kids come back with their families. 

Another secret to success is not to limit your¬ 
self, and the Flanders didn’t. They began cater¬ 
ing to hunters as well, showing them the trails. 
Today, about 50 deer hunters usually gather each 
year at the ranch. The camp now has 70 acres, 
58 permanent camp sites, and 40 years of sto¬ 
ries to tell. Much of camp is based in its history 
and repeat campers are all one big happy family. 

In 1965, High Knob first hit the news when 
Erber was featured in the “Sunday Look” section 
of the Courier and Press. In 1966, the Job Corps 
thought horseback riding at the ranch would be 
a good experience for young boys who were on 
the verge of getting themselves into trouble. Ttoo 
nights a week, 16 boys saddled up and headed 
off to sow their wild oats in a constructive man¬ 
ner. There were no major mishaps, but that year 
changed Erber’s life forever by changing his name. 

He became “Pop” to all who knew him from then 
on. Many of the boys continue to visit the camp 
and bring their families to see the place of their 
youth. Some of them, perhaps, might not have 
turned out as well as they did if they had not 
come to the ranch. 

The ranch continues its commitment to chil¬ 
dren by today hosting a program that assists vic¬ 
tims of Cerebral Palsey. The United Cerebral 
Palsey foundation will hold its fifth fund-raiser 

at the campground 
this year. In the first 
year more than 
$2,000 was collected 
and donations have con- 
tinued to rise. The 
Ranch’s goal for 2002 is 
to raise $10,000. 

And children aren’t 
the only ones to find plea¬ 
sure at the ranch. In the 
early 70s, campers had a brush with celebrities 
George Harrison of the Beatles and Lisa Welsh 
“Blair” of TV’s “Facts of Life.” But soon after that, 
horses could not be rented because of the high 
increase in insurance costs. The 16 horses the 
Flanders rented out were then sold. 

The ranch hit the news again in 1977 when 
the Western Horseman magazine published a 
story about the ranch for trail riders. That 
started campers coming from all over the United 
States to ride the hills and see the rock forma¬ 
tions surrounding the camp. 

The Elizabethtown Ride began in the ranch 
in 1980. Erber had started the annual ride from 
Shawneetown a couple of years before, but riding 
the belt line and crossing Route 1 didn’t seem 
the best choice for 100 horseback riders. He de¬ 
cided a trail from Elizabethtown would be safer 
and more scenic. 

The Flanders definitely had the right idea 
making a horse camp. Today about 10 camps 
surround Shawnee Forest, but High Knob was 

the first. Grant Miller was a favored customer of 
the camp and when he died the ranch dubbed 
one day a year as Miller Day. A paper in Mount 
Vernon, Ind. did a story on Miller and the High 
Knob ranch. 

Through the years, the owners and campers 

have seen many changes. To date, horseback rid¬ 
ers are still using trails around High Knob that 
were opened in the days of wagon trains and 
homesteaders. And the ranch owners and camp¬ 
ers assist in trail maintenance. 
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co Some people are curious about the names of 

trails such as Thacker, Rice Hollow, Black Hol¬ 
low and Coulder Springs. They were all named 
from the settlers who lived here. Touches of 
former civilization can be seen throughout the 
hills of Shawnee. A domestic rose bush, scat¬ 
tered daffodils and remains of log cabins can be 
found around bends. The area is rich in the heri¬ 
tage of the past. 

In the year 2001, Erber Flanders was in¬ 
ducted into the River to River Trail Society’s Hall 
of Fame. He was recognized as one who helped 
make and keep the River to River Trail in use. 
Today that trail is used by Scout groups, hikers, 
horseback riders, hunters and site seers. It is 
known throughout the United States. 

Throughout the past 40 years, in the history 
of High Knob, there have been many beginnings 
and endings. Campers come and go, yet there are 
many permanent campers who have spent two 

and three decades within this campground. They 
believe they are family; they feel it is home. 

When David Flanders and sister Faye Miles 
were growing up, High Knob ranch didn’t seem 
anything special to them; it was a way of life. But 
today they know it’s more. They know it is a spe¬ 
cial place that their father left as a legacy to those 
who appreciate nature, a good horse, a safe 
hunter, a bike rider, a hiker, and the joy of being 
with friends who have the same interests. 

High Knob Ranch is a nice place to come in 
the good times, but it’s where many want to stay 
- even in the bad times. 

High Knob Ranch is located at 2245 Knob 
Hill Lane, Equality, IL 62934. For more informa¬ 
tion call (618) 275-4494. 

As taken from two articles given to SEIEC - “High 
Knob: Thirty Years Strong” and “High Knob: Forty 
Years Strong” both by J.H. 

Our offices will be closed November 12 in observance of Veterans Day 
and November 22 and 23 in observance of Thanksgiving Day. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the “ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker 
is in the "OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the 
wiring appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the "ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399-8405. 

This phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept 
your outage and emergency calls. 

5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern's automated 
outage reporting system and will be identified automatically through 
ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage record will then 
be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number 
from which you place the call will be the number used to generate 
the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone number, 

members having touch-tone phones may simply enter their seven¬ 
digit phone number (without area code) in order to report the outage. 

Members not having touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a mes¬ 
sage. It is important you leave your name, phone number and loca¬ 
tion of the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the 

system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a message 
that will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the 

line for an operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to 
keep a current listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of 

any changes in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power fail¬ 

ures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to 
repair personnel who will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten 
the length of the outage, but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

585 Highway 142 South • PO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 
(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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To America's heroes: thank you. 

Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives 

The power of human connections 
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SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative # Eldorado, Illinois 

Purchasing quality products and 
services at the lowest possible 

price provides a great deal of satis¬ 
faction to most of us. In a not-for- 
profit cooperative system, such as 
SouthEastern, all margins earned 
annually, that are over and above 
the actual cost of providing service 
during that respective year, are pro¬ 
portionally credited to members 
based on their energy usage for the 
period. Those margins are periodi¬ 
cally returned as “Capital Credits” 
to the membership, when such 
returns are deemed financially pru¬ 
dent by the Cooperative’s Board of 
Trustees. Such refunds result in 
lower energy rates for the members, 
and satisfaction in knowing they 
purchased their energy at “invoice 
cost”. Since 1988, your Cooperative 
has mailed out patronage capital 
checks totaling over $5,000,000, 
providing a direly needed infusion 
of cash for the ten counties served 
by SouthEastern. 

Although our efforts to return 
patronage capital have been fairly 
successful over the years, we con¬ 
tinue to encounter two situations 
which impede our success. 

The first situation occurs when 
a member passes away before all 
of his or her patronage capital has 
been returned. To cope with that 

nCt. LL.K IT IJ iT'y. L . V.l J 

situation, the Cooperative has 
established a method which provides 
for an early return of capital credits, 
on a discounted basis, to the deceased 
member's estate. A legal representa¬ 
tive of the estate must make a written 
request for the early return, and in 
order to protect the Cooperative 
against unplanned expenses, a maxi¬ 
mum dollar limit of $50,000 per year 
has been established for this purpose. 
Members needing more information 
on this specific subject may contact 
Mr. Greg Cruse at 1-800-833-2611, 
extension 163. 

The second situation occurs when 
members who are eligible for patronage 
capital refunds move off of Cooperative 
lines without notifying us of their for¬ 
warding address. We currently have a 
substantial listing of patronage capital 
checks that have been returned to the 
Cooperative due to address problems. 

In order to make this list publicly 
available without excessive printing 
costs, we have elected to place the list¬ 
ing on our web site, which is 
www.seiec.com. Once you get to the 
site, just click on “Capital Credit 
Recipients We Cannot Find, Can You 
Help?" for the instructions that have 
been provided. It’s a very simple process. 

See you next month, and as 
always, “We’ll keep the lights on 
for you!” 

Readership prize winner: 
Tammy Dyson, 

Marion, IL 
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from the employees at 

SouthEastern Electric Cooperative 

Our offices will be closed 

Dec. 25 for Christmas and 

Jan. 1, 2002 

for New Years. 

Scholarship 
money available 

For the seventh consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award four $ 1,000 

academic scholarships to high school seniors. 
The scholarships are being awarded through 
the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memo¬ 
rial Scholarship program. Deadline for 
applications to be returned is no 
later than Monday, December 31, 
2001. For further information 
on the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship program, 
contact SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
at (618) 273-2611. 

Power Outage 
If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions 

1. Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are 
in the "ON” position. 

2. If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is 
in the “OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter pole to your various buildings. If the wiring 
appears to be okay, reset the breaker to the "ON” position. 

3. If you still do not have power, check with neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. To report a power failure or other emergency, please phone (877) 399- 

8405. This phone number is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year 
to accept your outage and emergency calls. 
5. Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s automated 

outage reporting system and will be identified automatically 
through ANI (Automatic Number Identification). An outage 
record will then be generated for your location. Please note 
that the phone number from which you place the call will be 
the number used to generate the record. If the system fails to 

recognize your phone number, members having touch-tone 
phones may simply enter their seven-digit phone number (without 

area code) in order to report the outage. Members not having 
touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is impor¬ 
tant you leave your name, phone number and location of the 

outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into the system 
is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a message that 

will help in restoration of electric service. Do not remain on the line for am 
operator because a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a cur¬ 

rent listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the Cooperative of any 
changes in your telephone number. 
6. Handling outage calls electronically allows you to report power fail¬ 

ures very quickly. Once your outage has been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who will 
restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, 
but may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to report outages. 

Outage Calls Only (877) 399-8405 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
585 Highway 142 South • RO. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930 

(618) 273-2611 or (800) 833-2611 • Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F 
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T^ie holidays are just around the corner. 
Do you have shopping lists ready for 

each member of your family? Although they 
are not going to win “oohs” and “ahs” when 
presents are opened, here are some impor¬ 
tant gifts you may have forgotten that will 
show your loved ones how much you care. 

1 SMOKE DETECTORS 
One smoke detector is definitely not 

enough. December, January and February 
are the leading months for home fires and 
associated deaths in the United States. In¬ 
stall smoke detectors near bedrooms and 
on each floor of your home. Test smoke de¬ 
tectors monthly and replace batteries at least 
once a year. A good rule of thumb is to 
change your batteries when you change your 
clocks. Have children help test and change 
the batteries so they are familiar with the 
location and sound of the smoke detectors. 

I FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
Every kitchen should have a fire extin¬ 

guisher that is rated for grease and electri¬ 
cal fires. It is also a good idea to have fire 
extinguishers near the furnace, fireplace, 
garage and anywhere else a fire may start 
in the home. Ensure that every able-bod¬ 
ied person in the home is trained on how 
to use a fire extinguisher. If you do have to 
use a fire extinguisher, always be sure that 
you have a clear way out in case you can’t 
put out the fire. 

and fireplaces. The 
best way to ensure the 
safety of your family 
from carbon monoxide 
poisoning is a carbon monoxide detector. In¬ 
stall carbon monoxide detectors near sleep¬ 
ing areas. Carbon monoxide detectors 
should meet the Underwriters Laboratories 
(UL) standards, have a long-term warranty 
and be easily tested and reset to ensure 
proper functioning. Research the various 
product features to see what best suits 
your family. 

I GROUND FAULT CIRCUIT 
INTERRUPTER (GFCI) 

A ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) 
is designed to protect people from severe 
or fatal electric shocks or electric burns by 
monitoring electricity flowing in a circuit 
and switching off power to that circuit if it 
senses any changes in the electric current. 
For example, one of your kitchen appliances 
has a bare wire inside touching the metal 
case. The metal case of the appliance is now 
charged with electricity. If you touch the 
appliance with one hand while the other 
hand is touching a grounded metal object, 
such as your water faucet, your body has 
just become an unintentional electric path 
to the ground. A GFCI would have switched 
off the electric current the moment it sensed 
the change in the electric current, prevent¬ 
ing personal injury. 

I CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS 
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, col¬ 

orless gas that is the result of burning fuel 
for furnaces, unvented kerosene and gas 
space heaters, stoves or automobile ex¬ 
haust. More than 200 people in the United 
States die each year and many more be¬ 
come seriously sick from carbon monox¬ 
ide poisoning. The risk of carbon monoxide 
poisoning increases during the winter as 
more people use furnaces, space heaters 

Portable GFCIs are widely available and 
easily plug into any electrical receptacle. 
Qualified electricians can install permanent 
circuit breaker and receptacle type GFCIs. All 
GFCIs should be tested once a month to en¬ 
sure they are working properly. 

For more information on safety products, 
visit the National Safety Council website at 
www.nsc.org. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention website at www.cdc.gov/safeusa/ 
and Consumer Product Safety Commission 
website at www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PUBS/. 
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UNITED WE STAND, 

DIVIDED WE FALL 
The horrific events of September 11 have made us all 

take a good look at our country and why it is such a survi¬ 

vor. The United States is the example around the world of 

freedom, democracy and strength. When other countries 

feel threatened or need assistance, they call on the United 

States for support — but why? It’s because the United States 

works on a united front at home. While the leaders of our 

country may disagree on some issues, they still support the 

common values, goals and objectives of our country. The 

old saying, “United we stand, divided we fall,” has rung true 

for the U.S. for many years. 

Democratically governed electric cooperatives work in 

much the same way. They formed a united front with their 

communities and other cooperatives from the start, and it’s 

what’s kept them strong for some 60 years. Co-ops have a 

solid foundation and they’ll be here in the future to serve 

you the way they always have— with integrity, accountability, 

—   — 
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