
Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s board of di¬ 
rectors held its regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, August 28, 2001, in the office at Pe¬ 
tersburg. President Gary L. Martin called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., Central Day¬ 
light Time. Directors present in addition to 
President Martin were: Edward L. Allspach, 
Jerry W. Brooks, Michael E. Carls, Warren 
Goetsch, James G. Graff, Roy H. Seaney and 
Meredith L. Worner. D. Jay Frye was absent. 
Also present were Manager Lynn A. Frasco and 
Attorney Charles K. Smith. After roll call, the 
agenda for the meeting was approved. 

Minutes of the July 24, 2001 board meet¬ 
ing were approved. The Inventory of Work Or¬ 
ders for July 2001 in the amount of 
$35,286.50 was approved. 

The board reviewed General Fund checks 
#133325 through #133515 amounting to 
$1,549,202.43. After discussion, the payment 
of bills was approved. 

The board approved 52 Membership Ap¬ 
plications and 19 Service Permits for the 
month. The Membership Applications and Ser¬ 
vice Permits were approved and accepted. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Financial Re¬ 
ports for July 2001. Revenue for July was 
greater than budget by $91,816. Purchased 
power amounts for the month were also 
greater than budget by $108,452. Operating 
expenses for the month not including power 
cost were less than budget by $22,411. Mar¬ 
gins for the month were $15,966 greater than 

budget. Year-to-date kWh sales were 
6,236,754 kWhs over budget. Year-to-date 
margins were $350,916. Key financial ratios 
continue to meet required levels. The owner¬ 
ship equity ratio is 36.4%. There were 129 
more members served this month than in the 
same month a year ago. The average residen¬ 
tial bill amount was more than in the same 
month a year ago by $4.42. The balance sheet 
shows $210,076 greater investment in net util¬ 
ity plant than at 2001 year end. No employee 
injuries were reported in July. Manager Frasco 
advised the board that three different billing 
software vendors will make presentations to 
the cooperative staff for a new billing software 
package. The Manager advised the board on 
the long-term building needs of the coopera¬ 
tive. The Manager advised the Board that the 
cooperative would be receiving a Patronage 
Capital Distribution of $28,448.67 from the 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. A list of Un¬ 
collectible Accounts presented for write-off was 
considered and approved. 

Director Brooks reported on the July meet¬ 
ing of the Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives and Director Carls reported on 
Soyland/CCS activities. 

The meeting adjourned. The next board 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 
25, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. 

Menard Electric Cooperative will be closed 
December 24 and 25 in observance of 

Christmas. The office will also be closed on 
January 1 for the New Year’s Day holiday. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • RO. Box 200 • Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 • (217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.menard.com 
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Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

4.9d 6.90 
Billed by Power Net Global Communications 

utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per minute. 

No fees or service charge 

Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 
through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one of 
the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can call 
anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All 
rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

i  

I Name Social Security Number  

Street Estimated Monthly Usage  

i City State Zip Current Carrier  

llelephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

'Services Desired: QOutbound □800 □Travel Cards Number Requested  

(800 Service: QNew □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

II hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
[service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

|Customer Signature Date  
i  

n 
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Tampering with your electric service 
is illegal and dangerous 

Throughout the nation many people have 
come to believe that cheating the power com¬ 
pany is okay. They believe that since you can¬ 
not see the electricity it is fine to steal it. Some 
have come up with ingenious ways to reduce 
the accurate operation of a utility meter. Every 
method of tampering with wires, meters, or 
other service equipment which belong to a util¬ 
ity is a crime. Not only is tampering with an 
electric service a crime, but it can be extremely 
dangerous. 

Your electric cooperative is concerned about 
this problem, not only from a lost revenue 
standpoint, but from the standpoint of safety. 
The electric service equipment is designed to 
be operated and maintained by qualified per¬ 
sonnel who are trained to work on energized 
electric equipment. Tampering with any part 
of an electric service will expose an individual 
to live electrical parts. Contact with these parts 

Throw that snow 
A snow blower can make quick work of 

cleaning a walk or driveway, but it’s only as 
good as the safety sense of its operator. So be¬ 
fore you start that engine, take some impor¬ 
tant safety precautions: 
• NEVER put your hand in a snow blower to 

clear a clog. Always stop the engine and use 
a long stick to unclog the machine. 

• Always stop the engine if you need to make a 
repair or adjustment. 

• Keep hands and feet away from moving parts. 
• Never leave a running snow blower unat¬ 

tended. If you need to leave it for more than 
a moment, shut off the engine. 

• Add fuel to the tank before starting the ma- 

can cause serious injury. The electric wires, 
meters, and other equipment that comprise 
an electric service are the property of the elec¬ 
tric utility. 

Criminal law places stiff penalties on tam¬ 
pering and current diversion. Tampering with 
components of an electric service leaves a spe¬ 
cific trail of evidence that is quickly identified 
by trained personnel. 

The cooperative is concerned about trends 
in the utility industry which indicate tamper¬ 
ing is on the rise. Menard Electric Cooperative 
is comprised of members who also are the 
owners of the cooperative. Any theft of elec¬ 
tricity is a crime against you and your fellow 
members. The costs associated with theft of 
electricity is passed on to other members as 
part of the cost of doing business. The penalty 
in Illinois for utility meter tampering is up to 
six months in jail and a possible $500 fine. 

— carefully 
chine. Never add gasoline to 
a hot or running engine, and 
always add it to the snow 
blower outdoors. 

• If you’re using an electric snow 
blower with a power cord, be 
sure you know where 
cord is at all times. 

• Check the machine each 
time you use it before 
you start the engine. 

• Follow the manufacturer’s guidelines on care 
and maintenance. 

Source: U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission 

Notice of new add-on heat pump and 
electric heat pump rebate 

Effective September 25, 2001 your coop¬ 
erative has approved a new rebate for mem¬ 
bers who are installing an add-on electric heat 
pump or installing a new electric heat pump 
as their primary source of heating and cooling. 
The rebate will be a flat $200 rebate for any 
size heat pump installed. In addition to the 
$200 rebate, this installation will qualify you 
for the cooperative’s electric heat rate. The elec- 
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trie heat rate ($0.06 per kWh) is available to 
members who use electricity as 
their primary source of 
heat in their home and 
applies to all kWhs 
used between 1,000 
and 6,000 each month 
in the billing months of 
October through May. 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 
tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
July 24, 2001, in the office at Petersburg. Presi¬ 
dent Gary L. Martin called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m., Central Daylight Time. Directors present 
in addition to President Martin were: Edward L. 
Allspach, Jerry W Brooks, Michael E. Carls, D. 
Jaye Frye, James G. Graff, Roy H. Seaney and 
Meredith L. Worner. Warren Goetsch was absent. 
Also present were Manager Lynn A. Frasco, Attor¬ 
ney Charles K. Smith. After roll call, the agenda 
for the meeting was approved. 

Minutes of the June 26, 2001 board meeting 
were approved. The Inventory of Work Orders for 
June 2001 in the amount of $62,476.36 was ap¬ 
proved. 

The board reviewed General Fund checks 
#133030 through #133324 amounting to 
$1,036,660.24. After discussion, the payment of 
bills was approved. 

The board approved 61 Membership Applica¬ 
tions and 17 Service Permits for the month. The 
Membership Applications and Membership Per¬ 
mits were approved and accepted. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Financial Reports 
for June 2001. Revenue and kWh sales for June 
were greater than budget by $63,835. Purchased 
power amounts for the month were also greater 
than budget by $57,864. Operating expenses for 
the month, not including power cost, were less 
than budget by $18,116. Margins for the month 

were $21,890 greater than budget. Year-to-date 
sales were 2,995,212 kWhs over budget. Year-to- 
date margins were $222,010. Key financial ratios 
continue to meet required levels. The ownership 
equity ratio is 37%. There were 189 more mem¬ 
bers served this month than the number billed in 
June 2000. The average residential bill amount 
was less than June 2000 by $3.22. The balance 
sheet shows $209,746 greater investment in net 
utility plant than at 2000 year-end. No employee 
injuries were reported in June. Manager Frasco 
reported that the $10,000,000 loan from RUS 
would be reduced to $9,900,298 and be approved 
shortly in order to use the balance of the RUS hard¬ 
ship loan program for the current RUS fiscal year. 
He also reported that a second strategic planning 
meeting would be held on November 17, 2001. 
Also, the RUS Field Auditor completed his audit 
and gave the cooperative a clean audit report. The 
board approved the Director’s Special Occasion 
Vouchers for the month. A list of Uncollectible 
Accounts presented for write-off was considered 
and approved. 

Director Brooks reported on the June meeting 
of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

Director Carls reported on Soyland/CCS ac¬ 
tivities. 

The meeting adjourned. The next board meet¬ 
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, August 28, 2001 at 
7:00 p.m. 

To America's heroes: 
thank you. 

T 

Touchstone Energy5 

Cooperatives 
The power of human connections 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • PO. Box 200 • Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 • (217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.menard.com 
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Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest 

<N 

4.90 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per minute. 
No fees or service charge 

Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 
through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one 
of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can 
call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no 
minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name_ 

Street 

City  

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

Telephone Numbers: ( ). ( ). 

Services Desired: QOutbound 0800 aTravel Cards Number Requested 

800 Service: ONew □Existing To Ring To: ( ). 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 
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Students encouraged to apply for 

2002IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Lynn Frasco, manager of Menard 

Electric Cooperative, has announced 
that for the seventh consecutive year 
the Illinois electric cooperatives will 
award academic scholarships in 
the amount of $1,000 each to three 
high school seniors. The scholar¬ 
ships are being awarded through the 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives Memorial 
Scholarship program. 

High school seniors pursuing a col¬ 
lege education in the state of Illinois are 
eligible to participate in the program and 
must be a child of an electric cooperative 
member, director or employee. Deadline for 
applications is Jan. 1, 2002. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program 
is to assist electric cooperative youth while 
honoring past rural electric leaders through 
memorial gifts,” Frasco said. “Menard Electric 

Cooperative and the other Illinois 
electric cooperatives want to make 
a difference in their communities. 
One of the best ways we can do 
that is by lending a hand to our 

youth.” 
Candidates are judged on the 

basis of grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, work 
and volunteer experience, school 
and civic activities, and a short es¬ 

say that demonstrates their knowl¬ 
edge of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program 
was established in 1994 by the board of di¬ 
rectors of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. For further information on the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship program, contact 
Menard Electric Cooperative at (800) 872- 
1203. 

Think Before You Caulk 
There’s no doubt about it. An inexpensive 

tube of silicone caulk can help you save a lot of 
energy by sealing small spaces where air can 
leak into and out of your home. 

But before you apply caulk around open¬ 
ings where electrical, cable TV gas or telephone 
lines enter your house, consider whether you 
may need access to that line again. For instance, 
are you likely to install another telephone line 
in the future? If so, expanding caulk can make 
the job a lot harder. 

One easy, and removable, option is simply 
to stuff some fiberglass insulation into the gap 
around the lines. It’s easily removed when you 
need access to the lines, and it will do a good 

job of blocking drafts. 
This doesn’t mean you should put up the 

caulk! It does a great job of sealing those sneaky 
little spots that let cold or hot air penetrate into 
your conditioned space, such as around win¬ 
dow and door frames and exterior electrical 
outlets and faucets. Just take a moment to 
think first before you decide whether to caulk 
or insulate. 

Source: Excerpted with permission from 
Rocky Mountain Institute’s book “The Energy 
Efficient Home: Saving Energy, Money, and the 
Environment.” For more information about RMI 
and its publications, visit their website or con¬ 
tact them at orders@rmi.org; HouseNet, Inc. 

How to calculate capital credits 
Menard Electric is a member-owned allocation factor by the amount paid 

cooperative, and thus assigns mar- for electricity excluding tax. As an 
gins (income minus expenses) to example, energy payments of $1,000 
members on a prorated basis. For KILOWATTHOUf,s *4 ■ x .0404888182 = $40.49. If you 
the fiscal year 2000, the allocation I* 7 9 3 7 *1 1 would like to know more about the 
factor is .0404888182. To deter- J assigned capital credits to your ac- 
mine the amount of capital credit count, please contact the coopera- 
on an individual account, multiply the live office. 
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Surge suppression program 
Menard Electric Cooperative 

has expanded its surge suppres¬ 
sion program to include a pre¬ 
mium monthly service in addition 
to the existing basic whole house 
protection service. The coopera¬ 
tive will continue to provide whole 
house protection for “white” ap¬ 
pliances at a monthly cost of 
$4.95, as it has in the past. In 
addition to this basic service, you 
can now protect the sensitive elec¬ 
tronic devices in your home as 
well as electromechanical appli¬ 
ances for a minimal investment 
of $49.95 and a monthly cost of 
$5.95. 

Today, more than any time in 
the past, our homes are filled with 
sophisticated electronic equip¬ 
ment and expensive appliances 
that are more sensitive than ever 
before. As a result, voltage irregu¬ 
larities due to lightning can eas¬ 
ily damage appliances, televisions, 
stereos, telephones and other elec¬ 
tronic devices resulting in costly 
repairs. It is for this reason that 
your cooperative has expanded its 
program even further in reducing 

this type of expense and 
allowing members a 

choice in the coverage 
they purchase. 

For members 
who want to pro¬ 

tect the major 

electromechanical appliances in 
their home, such as the refrigera¬ 
tor, washer, dryer, range, dish¬ 
washer, etc. the cooperative will 
continue to offer the Basic Surge 
Protection Plan. For $4.95 per 
month on your bill we will install 
a whole house surge protector on 
your electric meter which offers 
excellent protection for these 
“white” appliances. This is less 
than 17 cents per day and not 
only covers the cost of the surge 
protector and installation, but 
also all future maintenance. 

For members who want to go 
one step further and protect the 
sensitive electronic equipment in 
their home such as a computer, 
television, stereo, telephone, an¬ 
swering machine, clock radio, etc. 
the cooperative is now offering the 
Premium Surge Protection Plan. 
For an initial investment of 
$49.95 and a monthly payment 
of $5.95, you will receive a point 
of use surge protection package 
in addition to the installation of 
the whole house surge protector. 
This package includes four indi¬ 
vidual point of use surge protec¬ 
tors that can be used to protect a 
television, entertainment center 
or computer center, along with a 
cordless phone or answering ma¬ 
chine and two or three other 
pieces of electronic equipment. 

OFFICE CLO 

This kit also includes a handy 
circuit receptacle tester to let you 
know if your home grounding is 
adequate or if changes need to be 
made to assure proper protec¬ 
tion. 

In addition to the devices pro¬ 
vided with the two monthly pro¬ 
grams, the cooperative will be 
selling additional point of use 
protection devices for your com¬ 
puter, television, satellite dish and 
other electronic equipment. These 
devices can be purchased from 
the cooperative at very reasonable 
prices. All surge protection de¬ 
vices come with a lifetime war¬ 
ranty on the device as well as 
repair or replacement warranties 
for the equipment they are pro¬ 
tecting. Remember, lightning is 
very unpredictable and can enter 
your home not only on the electri¬ 
cal service, but also through a 
phone line, cable television line, 
satellite dish or antenna. With 
these individual devices installed 
on your telephone, computer, tele¬ 
vision, etc. to offer protection at 
the electric meter, you will be able 
to rest easy the next time a storm 
is in the area. 

For more information about 
this and other “Value Added Ser¬ 
vices” call the cooperative office. 
(800) 872-1203 (217) 632-7746. 

Your cooperative office will be closed on Monday, Nov. 12, 2001 in honor of Veterans 
Day. The Cooperative office will also be closed on Thursday and Friday, Nov. 22 and 

23 to observe the Thanksgiving Holiday with family and friends. 
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Credit Can! Convinnence 

Your cooperative is accepting payment 
for electric accounts and other invoiced 
amounts by VISA or MasterCard. The Coop¬ 
erative will charge a $3.00 transaction pro¬ 
cessing fee to accept payment by VISA or 
MasterCard. You may either stop in the of¬ 
fice or you may authorize the cooperative to 

charge your monthly bill to your credit card 
by telephone or in writing. There are three 
ways to pay with your credit card: 

1. You may come into the office. 
2. You may call the cooperative and give 

your credit card number and expiration 
date of the card. 

3. You may sign the authorization form be¬ 
low and we will charge your credit card 
as you like, either every month or just 
one time. If you are interested in the third 
option, please fill out the form below and 
return it to the office. 

Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 
r 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
Credidt Card Authorization 

Name: 

Menard Electric Account No. 

YES NO 

Charge My Credit Card One Time Only 

Charge My Credit Card Each Month 

Type of Card (Circle One) VISA MC 

Credit Card No. _ . _ 

Expiration Date: Month   Year  

Cardholder’s Name: •  
(P/ease Print) 

I acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my VISA or 
MasterCard. 

Signature: Date:  
v / 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • PO. Box 200 • Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 • (217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.menard.com 
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Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9C 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per minute. 
No fees or service charge 

Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 
through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one 
of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can call 
anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, 
no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name Social Security Number  

Street  Estimated Monthly Usage  

City State Zip Current Carrier  

Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: QOutbound □800 □ Travel Cards Number Requested  

800 Service: QNew □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature   Date  

n 
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Start winterizing 
your MIMF now 
Even though 

we may have a 
few more rela¬ 
tively warm fall 

days ahead of us, 
now is the best time to start planning for the 
cold winds of November and the subsequent 
central Illinois winter weather. Since many of 
us haven’t used our furnaces since, oh, per¬ 
haps last April, this may be the best place to 
start. 

Heating systems and humidifiers 

Plumbing and water heaters 
Locate your main water shut-off valves and 

know how to use them. 
Turn off any water lines going to outside 

faucets and drain the pipes to prevent winter 
freeze up. 

Insulate water lines in your basement or 
outer walls exposed to cold drafts; however, 
do not use heat tapes in hard-to-reach areas. 

Install a temperature pressure relief valve 
and metal overflow line on your electric water 
heater. Consider insulating your water heater 
to prevent unwanted heat loss. 

If you have a humidifier attached to your 
furnace, it should be cleaned and chlorinated. 
Replace filters, making sure the water is turned 
on and the drain is clear. Make sure the hu¬ 
midifier is not leaking into the furnace. 

Check all furnace filters to make sure they 
are clean. If not, either clean them or replace 
them. In some systems, filters should be re¬ 
placed on a monthly basis during the regular 
heating period. Check your owner’s manual 
for recommended replacement time and other 
maintenance requirements. 

If you have a wood-burning stove, check 
all ductwork for possible leaks. Do not vent a 
wood-burning stove or fireplace in the same 
flue as a gas, or oil burner, or space heater. 
Check fireplace chimney for obstructions or 
creosote buildup and clean it at least once a 
year. Leave the damper slightly open at all 
times if you have a gas log or gas starter. 

Snow Birds 
If you plan on taking an extended vaca¬ 

tion over a period of months, consider drain¬ 
ing your entire water system and shutting the 
water off to your home until you return. 

Unplug any large appliances not in use: 
range, washer, dryer, refrigerator (if empty and 
defrosted, leave door ajar), television, etc. 

Set your thermostat at a minimum of 45 
degrees to prevent freeze up. 

Ask a friend or neighbor to periodically 
check your home in case of some unforeseen 
emergency. 

Call the Menard Electric Cooperative of¬ 
fice for more winterizing tips. 

By reviewing your winterization needs 
now, you’ll be ready later — as Old Man Win¬ 
ter is knocking on your door. 

Incentive rates begin 
with SEPTEMBER meter reading 

Members using electric heat or a geother¬ 
mal heating system in their home, will find that 
their bills for the next few months will be cal¬ 
culated in a different manner. Beginning with 
the September meter reading, the geothermal 
rate and electric heat rate go into effect and 
will continue until the meter reading in May. 

As a reminder for those members using 
geothermal systems, kilowatt-hours used over 
1,000 during this period will be billed at 5 
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cents per kilowatt-hour. For members utiliz¬ 
ing electric heat as their primary source of 
heat, kilowatt-hours used over 1,000 during 
the winter period will be billed at 6 cents per 
kilowatt-hour. 

If you have electric heat or a geothermal 
system and are not currently enrolled in these 
two incentive rates, please contact the coop¬ 
erative office to find out details and require¬ 
ments. 
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is cooperative month 
Today many electric cooperative members 

don’t remember the first day electricity came 
to their homes. In fact, your electricity was 
probably already there when you moved in — 
one of those automatic things like the tele¬ 
phone line and running water. 

The day you joined your electric coopera¬ 
tive, you became a member of a unique orga¬ 
nization. An electric cooperative is different. 

Your electric cooperative is not- 
for-profit and consumer owned, 
like the local credit union or agri¬ 
culture supply cooperative. That 
means any revenue above ex¬ 
penses is eventually returned to 
the member (you) in the form of 
capital credit payments. 

Your electric cooperative is committed to 
providing the best possible service at the low¬ 
est possible cost. We take pride in our coop¬ 
erative — a grassroots system of service 
started by pioneers like those who settled this 
area. 

There is some thing different about receiv¬ 
ing your electricity from an electric cooperative. 
We think it’s a difference you can be proud of. 

Rebates anyone? 
Water heater rebates 

So far in 2001 your cooperative has given 
21 rebates totaling $3,825 to members who 
have installed an electric water heater and 
have agreed to have a load control switch in¬ 
stalled on the new water heater. This water 
heater rebate program is available to all mem¬ 
bers on a one time basis who agree to replace 
an existing fossil fuel fired water heater with 
an electric water heater that has at least a 40 
gallon capacity. If the new electric water heater 
is installed in a new structure, or replaces a 
fossil fuel fired water heater, you will receive a 
$175 rebate. If the new electric water heater 
replaces an existing electric water heater you 
will receive a $150 rebate. To qualify for the 
rebate you must sign up for the cooperative’s 
load management program. In addition to the 
rebate above, you will qualify for a 3 cent per 
kilowatt-hour rate reduction on kilowatt-hours 
used between 600 and 1,000 every month of 

the year. This could save you up to $144 each 
year in addition to the rebate. 

Geothermal rebates 
To date in 2001 your cooperative has 

given nine rebates totaling $12,505 to mem¬ 
bers for the installation of a geothermal heat¬ 
ing and cooling system as their primary source 
of heating and cooling. The rebate is $333 per 
ton based on the cooling capacity of the unit 
installed. The unit can be installed in either a 
new or existing home. If you install a geother¬ 
mal heating and cooling system you will also 
be eligible for your cooperative’s geothermal 
rate, if you have an all electric home. Under 
this rate you will be billed 5 cents per kilo¬ 
watt-hour for all kilowatt-hours used between 
1,000 and 6,000 for the billing months of 
October through May each year. 

If you have any questions on these rebates 
give the cooperative a call at (800) 872-1203. 
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Are you tired of 

buying pre-paid 

calling cards for 

your children that 

are away at school? 

Or worse yet, are 

they calling you 

collect? 

For additional 
information or 
to sign up, 
call toll-free 
(800) 872-1203. 

Menard Electric Cooperative • Petersburg, IL • (217) 632-7746 

Menard Electric Cooperative may have 

the solution for you. 

Long Distance Phone Service from Menard 

Electric includes a FREE personal 800 number at 

the same low rate of 

9 4.9 cents per minute — all calls in Illinois 
9 6.9 cents per minute — all calls out of state 

Substitute meter reader 
applications now being taken 

Menard electric Cooperative is currently 
taking applications for substitute meter readers 
throughout our service area. As you may recall, 
meter reading takes place each month during a 
prearranged five day period. 

If you are interested, please complete the fol¬ 
lowing information and return it to the Coopera¬ 
tive office. Once we have received the information, 
we will forward an application to you. 

I 1 

Name  I 

Telephone Number  1 

Address 

MEC Account Number  | 
I I 
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Credit M Convenoenes 

Your cooperative is ac¬ 
cepting payment for electric accounts and 
other invoiced amounts by VISA or 
MasterCard. The Cooperative will charge a 
$3.00 transaction processing fee to accept 
payment by VISA or MasterCard. You may 
either stop in the office or you may authorize 
the cooperative to charge your monthly bill 

to your credit card by telephone or in writ¬ 
ing. There are three ways to pay with your 
credit card: 

1. You may come into the office. 
2. You may call the cooperative and give your 

credit card number and expiration date 
of the card. 

3. You may sign the authorization form be¬ 
low and we will charge your credit card 
as you like, either every month or just 
one time. If you are interested in the third 
option, please fill out the form below and 
return it to the office. 

Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 
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Menard Electric Cooperative 

122 South Sixth Street 
PO. Box 200 

Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 
(217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

Menard youths visit Washington D.C. 

Students visited many historical sites, including 
Gettysburg. They are shown here in front of a Civil 
War cannon. From left, Laura Baker and Emily 
Allspach. 

Laura Baker was named the Youth Leadership 
Council alternate. If the winner is unable to go, 
Baker will take his place representing Illinois. 

Students were able to meet and converse with their 
representatives on Capitol Hill. They are pictured 
here with Congressman Ray LaHood. Pictured are 
(l-r): Allspach, Congressman LaHood and Baker. 
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Menard Electric Cooperative sent two stu¬ 
dents on the annual Youth to Washington tour. 
During the week of June 15-22, participating 
students visited Washington D.C. to learn about 
their government. Emily Allspach of Mt. Pulaski 
and Laura Baker of Lincoln were selected as par¬ 
ticipants based on their academic and commu¬ 
nity leadership qualities. 

John Freitag, vice president of operations at 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
and coordinator of the program, said “The elec¬ 
tric cooperatives started this program in 1958 
as a way to recognize young leaders, reward them 
and introduce them to their government in ac¬ 
tion. After 42 of these youth trips to Washington, 
the goal of our program remains the same. Were 

pleased to recognize 
some of rural Illinois’ 
best and brightest 
young people 
through this pro¬ 
gram.” 

Students were 
able to meet and 
converse with their 
local congressmen 
at a Capitol Hill lun¬ 
cheon. They also met 
Senator Dick Durbin on 
the steps of the U.S. Capi¬ 
tol. In addition, they visited Arlington National 
Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Supreme 
Court, the Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. Ho¬ 
locaust Memorial Museum, the Newseum, the 
Roosevelt and Lincoln Memorials, the Washing¬ 
ton Monument and a number of other historical 
sites. This event is sponsored by the electric and 
telephone cooperatives of Illinois. Fifty-four ru¬ 
ral Illinois youth leaders were selected for the 
trip. 
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Keeping in touch with your cooperative 
Your cooperative has had a homepage 

for five years. In that time it has been 
expanded and improved upon. The homepage 
has a great deal of information about your 
cooperative, from rebate programs to em- 
ployee information, and links to informative 
sites for all members of your family. The next 
time you are surfing the net check out your A 
cooperative’s homepage. Visit the homepage 
regularly to keep in touch with what is going on at 
your cooperative. We will see you soon at: 

www.menard.com 

Fite £<# View fio Bookmarks fiptiom Directory Window Help 

Jj/j Location: | httpV/www. menard.com 

A Touchstone Energy" Partner 
The power of human connections 

jj'&l Applet LED running 
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Your cooperative is ac¬ 

cepting payment for electric accounts and 

other invoiced amounts by VISA or 

MasterCard. The Cooperative will charge a 

$3.00 transaction processing fee to accept 

payment by VISA or MasterCard. You may 
either stop in the office or you may authorize 

the cooperative to charge your monthly bill 

to your credit card by telephone or in writ¬ 

ing. There are three ways to pay with your 

credit card: 

1. You may come into the office. 

2. You may call the cooperative and give your 

credit card number and expiration date 

of the card. 

3. You may sign the authorization form be¬ 
low and we will charge your credit card 

as you like, either every month or just 
one time. If you are interested in the third 
option, please fill out the form below and 

return it to the office. 

Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, II62675 
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Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.90 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9$ — 6.9$ per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per 
minute. 

No fees or service charge 
Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 

through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one of 
the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can call 
anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. 
All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name 

Street_ 

City  

Social Security Number 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

Current Carrier 

Telephone Numbers: ( ) ( ). 

Services Desired: QOutbound □800 □Travel Cards Number Requested 

To Ring To: ( ) 800 Service: □ New □ Existing 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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Attendance prizes - 64th annual meeting 
SUPPLIER GIFTS 

AREA GLASS - Igloo Cooler - Darrell Pfeiffer, Forest City 
BROWNSTOWN ELECTRIC - Assortment of Spices - Fred W Markert, Tallula 

BURTON TREE - Crimson Ffost Birch - Paul Hess, Jacksonville 
DRAKE-SCRUGGS - Portable Work Lamp - Darrell Behrends, Mason City 
ELECTRIC LAB & SALES - Set of Barbecue Tools - Chas. Reichart, Tallula 
FLETCHER REINHARDT - 16 inch Oscillating Fan - Harold Masten, Tallula 
INTERNATIONAL PAPER - Magic Chef Toaster Oven - Roland Lange, Tallula 
PSG ENTERPRISES, INC. - Surge Suppressor Kit - G. W. Conklen, Sherman 
PSG ENTERPRISES, INC. - Surge Suppressor Kit - Leo Dapron, Springfield 

US. ELECTRIC - Ceiling Fan - H. Glen Clark, Petersburg 
UNITED UTILITY - Black & Decker Flashlight - Edith Fields, Dawson 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE PRIZES 

Harold J. Bolm Petersburg 
Brenda D. Easley Petersburg 
Glen A. Fiedler Beardstown 
Fleck Partnership Buffalo 
Jonathan D. Gilpin Petersburg 
William J. Graff Middletown 
Calvin Hall Athens 
Harry E. Heyen Petersburg 
Charles W Lane Kilbourne 
Dorothy J. Milstead Oakford 
Robert Morris Kilbourne 
Roscoe E. Nortrup New Berlin 
Priscilla H. Reynolds Tallula 
Michael Vig Petersburg 

$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$150 Credit to Electric Account - EARLY BIRD 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$75 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$250 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 
$25 Credit to Electric Account 

PROXY PRIZES 

David Banister 
Shirley Jones 
Kenneth Horney 
Wayne Vanderveen 
Thomas J. Watts 

Mason City 
Oakford 
Middletown 
Havana 
Petersburg 

Proctor Silex Electric Knife 
Proctor Silex Electric Knife 
Proctor Silex Electric Knife 
Proctor Silex Electric Knife 
Proctor Silex Electric Knife 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • PO. Box 200 

Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 
(217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
Web address: www.menard.com 
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Retirement 
Jerry Hedberg retired from Menard Electric Cooperative on May 31, 2001. Jerry was the Staff 

Assistant of the cooperative at the time of his retirement. He joined Menard in January 1987. His 
career in Rural Electrification began in 1971 at Mille Lacs Electric Cooperative in Aitken, Minne¬ 
sota. Jerry has no definite plans at this time, but plans to relax and enjoy his retirement. 

Promotion 
Chris Hinton was recently named Manager of Accounting and Information Systems of Menard 
Electric Cooperative. The new addition to the cooperative’s management staff has been a part of the 
Menard Electric family since May 1982. His previous position with the cooperative was that of 
Accountant. Chris will be responsible for the accounting and data processing functions at the 
cooperative. 

New Employee 
Menard Electric Cooperative welcomed Donald Rector as Information Systems Specialist on 

May 1, 2001. Don will be responsible for key account activities and the daily operations of the 
cooperative’s data processing department. He graduated from Sangamon State University with a 
double major in Legal/Political Studies and is currently pursuing his Master of Science in Com¬ 
puter Science at the University of Illinois at Springfield. 

Tree trimming and line clearance 
Trees coming in contact with energized lines can create safety hazards 

to both life and property as well as cause electric service interrup¬ 
tions to the Cooperative’s members. The Cooperative shall have 
the right to trim, or where necessary, remove any trees under 
or within the general vicinity of its distribution lines. Mem¬ 
bers should take this into consideration when plant¬ 
ing new trees and avoid planting them 
under or adjacent to the Cooperative’s 
lines. If this cannot be avoided the 
trees planted should be of a variety 
that grows to a limited height. Some 
of the varieties recommended are the 
amur maple, flowering crabapple, ser- 
viceberry, eastern redbud, hawthorn, kousa 
dogwood, Japanese lilac, newport plum, or the star mag¬ 
nolia. 
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Board meeting report 
May 22, 2001 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Di¬ 
rectors held its regular monthly meeting on Tues¬ 
day, May 22, 2001, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m., 
Central Daylight Time, by President Gary L. 
Martin. Directors present in addition to Presi¬ 
dent Martin were: Edward L. Allspach, Jerry W. 
Brooks, Michael E. Carls, D. Jaye Frye, Warren 
D. Goetsch, James G. Graff, and Roy H. Seaney 
Meredith Worner was absent. Also present were 
Manager Lynn A. Frasco and Attorney Charles 
K. Smith. After roll call, the agenda for the meet¬ 
ing was approved as amended. 

Minutes of the April 24, 2001 board meeting 
were approved. The Inventory of Work Orders in 
the amount of $104,398.74 were reviewed and 
approved. 

The board reviewed General Fund checks 
#132670 through #132858 amounting to 
$1,173,569.24. After discussion, the payment of 
bills was approved. 

The board approved 59 Membership Appli¬ 
cations, 20 Service Permits for the month. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Financial Re¬ 
ports for April 2001. Revenue and kWh sales for 
April were greater than budget. Purchased power 
amounts for the month were greater than bud¬ 
get. Operating expenses for the month not in¬ 
cluding power cost were less than budget by 
$48,457. Margins for the month were $126,853 
greater than budget. Year-to-date sales were 
2,650,539 kWhs over budget. Year-to-date mar¬ 
gins were $288,530. Key financial ratios continue 
to meet required levels. The ownership equity 
ratio is 37%. There were 108 more meters billed 
this month than the number billed in April 2000. 
The average residential bill amount was greater 
than in April 2000 by $5.42 The balance sheet 
shows $141,396 greater investment in net util¬ 
ity plant than at 2000 year end. No employee 

Menard Electric 
Cooperative 

122 South Sixth Street 
PO. Box 200 

Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 
(217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
Web address: www.menard.com 

injuries were reported in April. Manager Frasco 
reported on placings ads for the cooperative’s 
long distance telephone service in the Springfield 
Magazine. He also reported that a second strate¬ 
gic planning meeting would be held in Novem¬ 
ber 2001. He reported on the $10,000,000 loan 
application to the Rural Utilities Serve. The Board 
reviewed and approved the application along with 
the various resolutions in support of the appli¬ 
cation to RUS. The Manager reported that 5,432 
capital credit checks in the amount of 
$267,596.84 would be mailed in the next few 
days. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. A list of Un¬ 
collectible Accounts presented for write-off was 
considered and approved. 

Director Goetsch reported on the May meet¬ 
ing of the Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives. 

Director Carls and Manager Frasco reported 
on Soyland/CCS activities. 
Director Brooks reported on the meeting of the 
Annual Meeting Committee. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m. The 
next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 26, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. 

Used Vehicle 
Sale 

The cooperative is accepting bids for 
the following vehicles through the close 
of business FYiday, July 20, 2001. The 
vehicles will be available for inspection 
at the cooperative’s office in Petersburg, 
Illinois from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM week¬ 
days until Friday, July 20, 2001 at 4:30 
PM. Bids will be opened at 4:30 PM on 
July 20, 2001. 

• 1986 GMC 2 Ton with Stake Sided 
Bed - 28,260 miles. 

• 1995 Chevrolet, 4WD, Dually with a 
Utility bed - 67,872 miles. 

— 
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Menard Electric employee, Darlene McGee, right, registers a member. 

Gary L. Martin, board president, speaks to mem- Lynn Frasco, manager, addresses the audience, 
bers. 
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nies. 
Frasco assured members that the crisis in 

California wouldn’t be repeated here, saying, “In 
Illinois, our state’s deregulation plan has fewer 
pitfalls and more safeguards than the one in 
California.” He also stated that Illinois has a 
slower rate of growth and more power plants. 
For the next 3-1/2 years, continued price stabil¬ 
ity at the retail consumer level is expected. But 
in 2005, electricity prices may rise and Frasco 
stated that Menard is anticipating that. “In an 
effort to help cope with this market risk and price 
volatility we have been working through Soyland 
Power Cooperative to secure an adequate and 
competitively priced energy source for your elec¬ 
tric needs.” 

Treasurer Roy Seaney of Tallula reported that 
Menard Electric enjoyed a good financial year. 
He said the co-op finished 2000 with margins of 
$625,324, which was down slightly from the 
1999 margins of $685,218. Total equity in¬ 
creased $807,585 in 2000. These factors allowed 
the co-op to meet the financial requirements of 
its lenders, the Rural Utilities Service and the 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Cor¬ 
poration. 

Seaney reported that the cooperative was able 
to retire $420,615 in capital credits to members 
who received service during the year 1976 and 

part of 1977. Through 2000 Menard Electric has 
returned $2,641,370 to its members. Seaney 
said, “The cooperative is also attempting to re¬ 
duce wholesale power costs by pursuing an ac¬ 
tive load management program.” The program 
will continue through the summer of 2001 by 
controlling irrigation systems, water heaters and 
other interruptible loads. He said, “Menard Elec¬ 
tric is in a strong financial position as we get 
ready for the new deregulated utility industry.” 

In a re-organizational meeting held follow¬ 
ing the annual meeting, board officers were 
named as follows: Gary L. Martin of Alexander, 
president; Jerry Brooks of Oakford, vice presi¬ 
dent; Roy H. Seaney of Tallula, treasurer and 
Meredith Worner of Manito, secretary. 

Menard Electric Cooperative provides ser¬ 
vices to more than 9,500 farms, homes and busi¬ 
nesses in the rural areas of all or parts of eight 
central Illinois counties over 2,520 miles of en¬ 
ergized line. Members live in mainly rural areas 
of Cass, Logan, Macon, Mason, Menard, Morgan, 
Sangamon and Tazewell counties. The co-op is 
also a member of Touchstone Energy® — an alli¬ 
ance of some 560 local, consumer-owned elec¬ 
tric utilities around the country, committed to 
providing superior service based on four core 
principles: integrity, accountability, innovation 
and commitment to community. 

The Heritage Trail musical group entertained members before the meeting. 
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Members are reminded of their 
role in cooperative 

Three area men were re-elected to the board of directors of Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative at the organization’s 64th annual meeting held Saturday, 
June 9, at PORTA High School, Petersburg. Joined by Lynn Frasco, co-op 
manager, second from left, are: Meredith L. Worner of Manito, Frasco, 
Roy H. Seaney of Tallula and Jerry W. Brooks of Oakford. The three men 
were re-elected to serve three-year terms. 

Three area men were re¬ 
elected to the board of direc¬ 
tors of Menard Electric 
Cooperative at the 
organization’s 64th annual 
meeting held Saturday, June 
9, at PORTA High School, 
Petersburg. Roy H. Seaney of 
Tallula, Jerry W Brooks of 
Oakford and Meredith L. 
Worner of Manito were re¬ 
elected to serve three-year 
terms. 

Speaking to some 275 
members and guests, Gary 
L. Martin of Alexander, presi¬ 
dent, said that although 
times are changing due to 
deregulation, the principles 
governing the cooperative 
will not change and mem¬ 
bers involvement is now 
needed more than ever. He 
stated that “Cooperatives are 
like any other democratically controlled organi¬ 
zation. It’s the vote of the member that counts.” 
The cooperative principles include voluntary and 
open membership, democratic member control, 
member economic participation, autonomy and 
independence, education, training and informa¬ 
tion, cooperation among cooperatives, and con¬ 
cern for community. 

Martin stated that “We will continue to up¬ 
hold these seven principles just as we have in 
the past.” Martin said the principles were mean¬ 
ingless without member participation and en¬ 
couraged members to “learn about the issues 
faced by your cooperative and offer your ideas 
and suggestions.” 

Manager Lynn Frasco said that “All forms of 
energy seem to be experiencing tremendous lev¬ 

els of price inconsistency and supply uncer¬ 
tainty.” Regarding raising and lowering gas and 
electricity prices, Frasco stated that electricity is 
“the most price volatile commodity in the world.” 
It is in great demand, generating capacity is tight 
and electricity can’t be stored or stockpiled. 

California’s electric utilities deregulated and 
gave consumers higher prices and rolling black¬ 
outs and Frasco touched on some of the reasons 
for the problems there. He stated that the de¬ 
regulation law was poorly designed; too few 
power plants exist in the state; natural gas prices 
have hit historically high levels; the high voltage 
electric transmission system is constrained and 
provides no back-up; water levels in storage lakes 
are below average; and no regulatory pricing 
guidelines exist for new energy market compa- 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting on Thesday, 
April 24, 2001, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.. Central 
Daylight Time, by President Gary L. Martin. Di¬ 
rectors present in addition to President Martin 
were: Edward L. Allspach, Jerry W. Brooks, 
Michael E. Carls, D. Jaye Rye, Warren D. Goetsch, 
James G. Graff, Roy H. Seaney and Meredith L. 
Worner. Also present were Manager Lynn A. FYasco, 
Attorney Charles K. Smith and Staff Assistant 
Gerald E. Hedberg. After roll call, the agenda for 
the meeting was approved as amended. 

Minutes of the March 27, 2001 board meeting 
were approved as presented. 

The Inventory of Work Orders in the amount 
of $81,704.72 were reviewed and approved. 

The board reviewed General Rind checks 
#132383 through #132669 amounting to 
$1,391,341. After discussion, the payment of bills 
were approved. 

The board approved 37 Membership Applica¬ 
tions and 28 Membership Permits for the month. 
Four Agreements for Electric Service were ap¬ 
proved. 

Manager FYasco reviewed the Financial Reports 
for March 2001. Revenue and kWhr sales for March 
are greater than budget Purchased power amounts 
for the month are greater than budget. Operating 
expenses for the month not including power cost 
are less than budget by $22,500. Margins for the 
month are $21,000 greater than budget. Year-to- 
date sales are 2,000,000 kWhr’s over budget. Year- 
to-date margins are $226,000. Key financial ratios 
continue to meet required levels. The ownership 
equity ratio is 37%. There were 136 more meters 
billed this month than the number billed in Feb¬ 
ruary 2000. Average residential bill amount is 
greater than in March 2000 by $1.35. The bal¬ 
ance sheet shows $64,500 greater investment in 
the utility than at 2000 year end. Both the num¬ 

ber of power outages and outage hours are greater 
than those occurring in March 2000. Year-to-date 
outage horns per meter are approximately thirty 
minutes. No employee injuries were reported in 
March. Manager Rasco reported on internet op¬ 
tions being considered. Fixture power supply pos- 
sibilities were discussed. He reported that fifteen 
new irrigation services were planned for construc¬ 
tion and have been completed. Profile of a new 
employee was presented to the board. Increase in 
the cost of the employee health plan was discussed. 
Final plans for attendance at the Washington D.C. 
legislative rally were made. Manager Rasco brought 
the idea of organizing a second strategic planning 
meeting to be held in the fall. He reported on 
progress of the work plan and loan application. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

Report on a list of Uncollectible Accounts pre¬ 
sented for write-off was considered and approved. 

Director Goetsch reported on the April meet¬ 
ing of the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. 

Director Carls and Manager Rasco reported 
on Soyland/CCS activities. 

Director Brooks reported on the meeting of the 
Annual Meeting Committee. 

Review of State Assistance Programs for mem¬ 
bers payments year-to-date was made by Manager 
Rasco. 

Report of Applications for payment of Capital 
Credits to various estates was presented for re¬ 
view. 

Report was made on activity involving the Illi¬ 
nois Cooperative Workers Compensation Group. 

A video highlighting Touchstone Energy was 
viewed. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m. The next 
board meeting is scheduled for Thesday, May 22, 
2001 at 7:00 p.m. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • PO. Box 200 • Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 • (217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.menard.com 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JUNE 2001 



Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.90 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9C — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per 
minute. 

No fees or service charge 
Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 

through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one 
of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can 
call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name 

Street 

City  

Social Security Number 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

Current Carrier 

Telephone Numbers: ( ). ( ). 

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards Number Requested 

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ). 
I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
sen/ice. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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Youths take part in Springfield tour 

Twelve students representing Menard Electric Cooperative met with area legislators during the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric and Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth Day on Wednesday, April 4, in Springfield. While in the state’s capital, 
they had an opportunity to watch government in action, and visited the Illinois Supreme Court. They also toured 
other sites, including Lincoln’s tomb and the Governor’s mansion. Pictured with Senator Larry Bomke are, 
front row from left: Stu Churchill, chaperone, Menard Electric Cooperative, Stacey Willis of Lincoln, David 
Allspach and Emily Allspach of Mt. Pulaski, Sen. Bomke, Amanda Koonce, llliopolis, Melissa McCandless and 
Chad Smith of Petersburg. Second row from left: Will Yankey of Riverton, Lyndsi Baker of Sherman, Charles 
VanDelinder of Manito, Cody Allan Rogers of llliopolis, Andrea Guengerich of Manito, and Laura Whitney Baker 
of Lincoln. The day was sponsored by the electric and telephone co-ops in the state in an effort to introduce 
young rural leaders to state government. 

Tampering with your electric service is 
illegal and dangerous 

Throughout the nation many people have come 

to beheve that cheating the power company is okay. 

They believe that since you cannot see the electric¬ 

ity it is fine to steal it. Some have come up with 

ingenious ways to reduce the accurate operation of 

a utility meter. Every method of tampering with 

wires, meters, or other service equipment which 

belong to a utility is a crime. Not only is tampering 

with an electric service a crime, but it can be ex¬ 

tremely dangerous. 

The electric utility industry is concerned about 

this problem, not only from a lost revenue stand¬ 

point, but from the standpoint of safety. The elec¬ 

tric service equipment is designed to be operated 

and maintained by qualified personnel who are 

trained to work on energized electric equipment. 

Tampering with any part of an electric service will 

expose an individual to live electrical parts. Con¬ 

tact with these parts can cause serious injury. The 

electric wires, meters, and other equipment that 

comprise an electric service are the property of the 

electric utility. 

Criminal law places stiff penalties on tamper¬ 

ing and current diversion. Tampering with com¬ 

ponents of an electric service leaves a specific trail 

of evidence that is quickly identified by trained per¬ 

sonnel. 

The cooperative is concerned about trends in 

the utility industry which indicate tampering is 

on the rise. Menard Electric Cooperative is com¬ 

prised of members who also are the owners of the 

cooperative. Any theft of electricity is a crime 

against you and your fellow members. The costs 

associated with theft of electricity is passed on to 

other members as part of the cost of doing busi¬ 

ness. The penalty in Illinois for utility meter tam¬ 

pering is up to six months in jail and a possible 

$500 fine. 
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Annual Meeting scheduled for 
June 9, 2001 

The 64th Annual Meeting of the cooperative is scheduled for Saturday, June 9, 2001 at 
PORTA High School in Petersburg, Illinois. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
Cooperatives are owned by those they serve. The Annual Meeting is your opportunity to par¬ 
ticipate directly in the operations of the cooperative by electing directors and voting on other 
issues that arise at the meeting. As in the past registration begins and exhibits will open at 
4 p.m. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Budget billing begins in June 
Sign up now 

Your cooperative will once again offer budget 
billing to all Rate A (Farm & Residential) single 
phase services. The budget billing plan is a method 
where the member is rendered equal bills for a 
maximum of 11 months. The budget billing cycle 
will begin with the June 30 bill and end with the 
April 30 bill. The May 30 bill will show debits 
and credits, depending upon whether the 
member’s usage was higher or lower than the esti¬ 
mated amount of the bill over the previous 11 
months. 

The monthly amounts are determined by esti¬ 
mating the average kilowatt-hours used based on 
the actual usage of the previous 12 months. For 
new members the budget amount will be deter¬ 
mined from an estimated usage based upon the 
best available data. 

If you have any questions or would like to sign 
up for the budget billing plan, please contact the 
cooperative office and we will be happy to send 
you the necessary information. 

Advantages of an electric water heater 
• Heating water with electricity is seven times 

safer than gas. A study by the National Fire Pro¬ 
tection Agency has found that gas water heaters 
cause seven times as many home fires as electric 
water heaters. 

• Electric water heaters require no flue or vent. 
They can be placed virtually anywhere. 

• Electric water heaters do not use air for com¬ 
bustion. Indoor air quality is not compromised 
by the water heater and there is no danger of ex¬ 
plosion. 

• Electric water heaters require less mainte¬ 
nance. There is no pilot light, no vent, no flue or 
heat exchanger to corrode. 

• Electric water heaters have more insulation. 
They can be insulated on all sides, including top 
and bottom. 

• Electric water heaters are more efficient. The 
heating elements are in direct contact with the wa¬ 
ter so they are nearly 100 percent efficient. A gas 
water heater loses 40 to 60 percent of its heat 
energy up the flue. 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Di¬ 
rectors held its regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, March 27, 2001, in the office at Pe¬ 
tersburg. The meeting was called to order at 
7:00 p.m., Central Standard Time, by Presi¬ 
dent Gary L. Martin. Directors present in ad¬ 
dition to President Martin were: Edward L. 
Allspach, Jerry W Brooks, Michael E. Carls, 
D. Jaye Frye, Warren D. Goetsch, James G. 
Graff, Roy H. Seaney and Meredith L. Worner. 
Also present were Manager Lynn A. Frasco At¬ 
torney Charles K. Smith and Staff Assistant 
Gerald E. Hedberg. After roll call, the agenda 
for the meeting was approved as amended. 

Minutes of the February 27, 2001 board 
meeting were approved as presented. 

Minutes of the March 19, 2001 special 
board meeting were approved as presented. 

The Inventory of Work Orders in the 
amount of $94,450.17 were reviewed and ap¬ 
proved. 

The board reviewed General Fund checks 
#132213 through #132382 amounting to 
$1,484,288.86. After discussion, the payment 
of bills were approved. 

The board approved 37 Membership Ap¬ 
plications, 10 Membership Permits for the 
month. Two Agreements for Electric Service 
were approved. 

Office Manager, Wayne E. Jones presented 
the 2000 audit report prepared by the coop¬ 
eratives independent auditors. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Financial Re¬ 
ports for February 2001. Revenue and kWhr 
sales for February are greater than budget. 
Purchased power amounts for the month are 
greater than budget. Operating expenses for 
the month not including power cost are less 
than budget by $22,000. Margins for the 
month are $106,000 greater than budget. Year- 

to-date margins are $292,000. Key financial 
ratios continue to meet required levels. The 
ownership equity ratio is 37%. There were 143 
more meters billed this month than the num¬ 
ber billed in February 2000. Average residen¬ 
tial bill amount is greater than in February 
2000 by $3.55. The balance sheet shows 
$42,000 greater investment in the utility than 
at 2000 year end. Both the number of power 
outages and outage hours are greater than 
those occurring in February 2000. Year-to-date 
outage hours per meter are approximately 
twenty minutes. One employee injury was re¬ 
ported in February. Manager Frasco reviewed 
a report showing residential electric rate com¬ 
parisons among Illinois electric utilities. He 
reported that fifteen new irrigation services 
were planned for construction. He also re¬ 
ported on activity involving personnel manage¬ 
ment. Plans for attendance at the Washington 
D.C. legislative rally were made. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

Director Carls and Manager Frasco re¬ 
ported on Soyland/CCS activities. 

Director Brooks reported on the meeting 
of the Annual Meeting Committee. 

Report of Applications for payment of Capi¬ 
tal Credits to various estates was presented 
for review. 

A resolution was presented and approved 
for the employee pension plan. 

Directors reported on their attendance at 
the recent Annual Meeting of the National Ru¬ 
ral Electric Cooperative Association in St. 
Louis, MO. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. The 
next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 24, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Your cooperative office will be closed Monday, May 28, in obervance 

of the Memorial Day holiday. The cooperative office will 
open for normal business hours on Tuesday, May 29. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • PO. Box 200 • Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 • (217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.menard.com 
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Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.90 6.90 
Ail calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per 
minute. 

No fees or service charge 
Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 

through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one 
of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can 
call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City  

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

Telephone Numbers: ( ). ( ). 

Services Desired: □ Outbound 0 800 OTravel Cards Number Requested 

800 Service: □ New O Existing To Ring To: ( ). 
I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature    Date  
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Your cooperative is ac¬ 
cepting payment for electric accounts and 
other invoiced amounts by VISA or 
MasterCard. The Cooperative will charge a 
$3.00 transaction processing fee to accept 
payment by VISA or MasterCard. You may 
either stop in the office or you may autho¬ 
rize the cooperative to charge your monthly 

bill to your credit card by telephone or in 
writing. There are three ways to pay with 
your credit card: 

1. You may come into the office. 
2. You may call the cooperative and give 

your credit card number and expiration 
date of the card. 

3. You may sign the authorization form be¬ 
low and we will charge your credit card 
as you like, either every month or just 
one time. If you are interested in the third 
option, please fill out the form below and 
return it to the office. 

Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
Credit Card Authorization 

Name: 

A 

Menard Electric Account No. - 

YES NO 

Charge My Credit Card One Time Only 

Charge My Credit Card Each Month 

Type of Card ( Circle One ) VISA MC 

Credit Card No. - 

Expiration Date: Month Year 

Cardholder’s Name: 
(Please Print) 

1 acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my VISA or 1 
MasterCard. 

Signature: Date: 

Y 
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Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

Menard Electric News 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • 1-800-872-1203 • 217-632-7746 

http://www.menard.com • PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 62675 

Annual Meeting Scheduled for June 9,2001 
The 64th Annual Meeting of the cooperative is scheduled for Saturday, June 9, 2001 at 

PORTA High School in Petersburg, Illinois. Please mark you calendar and plan to attend. Coop¬ 
eratives are owned by those they serve. The annual meeting is your opportunity to participate 
directly in the operations of the cooperative by electing directors and voting on other issues 
that arise. At this year’s annual meeting Directors will be elected in Districts 1, 4 and 6. 

Menard member appointed 
to head Farm Service Agency 

On March 5, 2001, the United States Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture named William Graff as Illi¬ 
nois State Director for the Farm Service Agency 
State Office. He is the son of Menard Electric Di¬ 
rector Jim Graff, who has served on the 
cooperative’s board since 1972. 

William Graff is a member of Menard Electric 
Cooperative. He farms 1,280 acres in Middletown 
and is currently President of the Logan County 
Farm Bureau. He is supervisor of Corwin Town¬ 
ship in Logan County and is also a member of 
various organizations, including the Illinois Beef 

Association, the State Fair Advisory Board, and 
the Lincoln/Logan Chamber of Commerce Agricul¬ 
tural Commission. 

The Farm Service Agency ensures the well be¬ 
ing of American Agriculture, the environment and 
the American public through efficient and equi¬ 
table administration of farm commodity programs; 
farm ownership; operating and emergency loans; 
conservation and environmental programs; emer¬ 
gency and disaster assistance; domestic and in¬ 
ternational food assistance and international 
export credit programs. 

May is electrical safety month 
Each year thousands of people are injured or 

die from electrical fires and electrocution. An esti¬ 
mated annual average of 150,000 residential fires 
claim more than 700 lives, cause roughly 7,000 
injuries, and result in over $1 billion in personal 
property damage each year. 

Menard Electric, as part of an overall effort to 
reduce these accidents, has joined forces with the 
National Electrical Safety Foundation (NESF) in a 
public education program to raise the awareness 
of electrical safety 

In May, the NESF kicks off national electrical 
safety monthly to remind people about the four 
Rs of electrical safety: 

• Respect the power of electricity. 
• Read and follow the operating instructions that 

come with every electrical product. 
• Replace worn or frayed electrical cords. 
• Relocate apphance cords so that grownups won’t 

walk on them and children can’t pull on them. 
You can provide help to the success of national 
electrical safety month by practicing electrical 
safety habits. Additional information on electri¬ 
cal safety can be found at the National Electrical 
Safety Foundation website www.nesf.org. 

Menard Electric is proud to be an integral part 
of moving this important initiative forward to pro¬ 
mote and increase the awareness of electrical 
safety. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc¬ 

tors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
February 27, 2001, in the office at Petersburg. The 
meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.. Central 
Standard Time, by President Gary L. Martin. Di¬ 
rectors present in addition to President Martin 
were: Jerry W Brooks, Michael E. Carls, D. Jaye 
Frye, Warren D. Goetsch, Roy H. Seaney and 
Meredith L. Worner. Absent were Directors Ed¬ 
ward L Allspach and James G. Graff. Also present 
were Manager Lynn A. Frasco Attorney Charles K. 
Smith and Staff Assistant Gerald E. Hedberg. Af¬ 
ter roll call, the agenda for the meeting was ap¬ 
proved as amended. 

Minutes of the January 23, 2001 board meet¬ 
ing were approved as presented. 

The Inventory of Work Orders in the amount 
of $33,839.36 were reviewed and approved. 

The board reviewed General Fund checks 
#131989 through #132212 amounting to 
$1,326,620.55. After discussion, the payment of 
bills was approved. 

The board approved 33 Membership Applica¬ 
tions, 15 Membership Permits for the month. T\vo 
Agreements for Electric Service were approved. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Financial Reports 
for December 2000 and January 2001. Director 
Allspach joined the meeting. Revenue and kWhr 
sales for January are greater than budget. Pur¬ 
chased power amounts for the month are greater 
than budget. Operating expenses for the month 
not including power cost are less than budget by 
$24,000. Margins for the month are $87,000 less 
than budget. Margins for January are $139,000. 
Key financial ratios continue to meet required lev¬ 
els. The ownership equity ratio is 36%. There were 
136 more meters billed this month than the num¬ 
ber billed in January 2000. Average residential 
bill amount is greater than in January 2000 by 
$14.04. The balance sheet shows $30,000 greater 
investment in the utility than at 2000 year end. 

Both the number of power outages and outage 
hours are greater than those occurring in Janu¬ 
ary 2000. Year-to-date outage hours per meter are 
approximately six minutes. No employee injuries 
were reported in January. A report showing forty 
of the cooperative’s large accounts was presented. 
Manager Frasco reported on the revenue received 
from the long distance telephone marketing efforts. 
The use of load-limiter devices to aid in accounts 
receivable control was discussed. The board was 
informed that the annual audit report will be pre¬ 
sented at the meeting in March. The board ap¬ 
proved the Director’s Special Occasion Vouchers 
for the month. 

The Uncollectible Accounts report was re¬ 
viewed and approved for write-off. 

Director Brooks reported on the February 
meeting of The Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives. 

Director Carls reported on Soyland/CCS ac¬ 
tivities. 

Director Brooks reported on the meeting of 
the Annual Meeting Committee. 

An extension of the Agreement for Under¬ 
ground Electric Service to the first phase of the 
Steeplechase Subdivision was presented. After 
review the board approved the agreement. 

Report of Applications for payment of Capital 
Credits to various estates was presented for re¬ 
view. 

The board approved a contract for right-of- 
way maintenance for 2001. 

Directors Frye and Worner reported on the 
February 5th meeting with the Central Illinois Irri¬ 
gated Growers Board. 

Manager Frasco reported on activity of the 
building committee. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. The next 
board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 
27, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
fVir offices will be closed Friday, April 13, in obser¬ 
ve vance of Good Friday. We will resume normal busi- 
less hours on Monday, April 16. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • P0. Box 200 • Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 • (217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.menard.com 
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Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

4.90 6.90 
Billed by Power Net Global Communications 

utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

• Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per 
minute. 

No fees or service charge 
Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 

through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one 
of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can 
call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name Social Security Number  

Street Estimated Monthly Usage  

City State Zip Current Carrier  

Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: QOutbound asOO □ Travel Cards Number Requested  

800 Service: ONew □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature   Date  
j 
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Your cooperative is ac¬ 
cepting payment for electric accounts and 
other invoiced amounts by VISA or 
MasterCard. The Cooperative will charge a 
$3.00 transaction processing fee to accept 
payment by VISA or MasterCard. You may 
either stop in the office or you may autho¬ 
rize the cooperative to charge your monthly 

bill to your credit card by telephone or in 
writing. There are three ways to pay with 
your credit card: 

1. You may come into the office. 
2. You may call the cooperative and give 

your credit card number and expiration 
date of the card. 

3. You may sign the authorization form be¬ 
low and we will charge your credit card 
as you like, either every month or just 
one time. If you are interested in the third 
option, please fill out the form below and 
return it to the office. 

Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, II62675 
r A 

| Menard Electric Cooperative j 
Credit Card Authorization I 

Name:  

Menard Electric Account No.  - - -  

I YES NO I 

Charge My Credit Card One Time Only     

Charge My Credit Card Each Month     

Type of Card (Circle One) VISA MC 

Credit Card No.  - - -  

Expiration Date: Month   Year  

I Cardholder’s Name:  I 
(P/ease Print) 

I / acknowledge and agree to have the transaction processing fee charged to my VISA or I 
I MasterCard. I 

Signature: Date:  

v y 
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Annual Meeting Scheduled for June 9,2001 
The 64th Annual Meeting of the cooperative is scheduled for Saturday, June 9, 2001 at 

PORTA High School in Petersburg, Illinois. Please mark you calendar and plan to attend 
Cooperatives are owned by those they serve. The annual meeting is your opportunity to par¬ 
ticipate directly in the operations of the cooperative by electing directors and voting on other 
issues that arise. At this year’s annual meeting Directors will be elected in Districts 1,4, and 
6. Petitions for candidates for these districts must be submitted to the cooperative’s office by 
April 25, 2001. 

Advantages of an electric water heater 
Heating water with electricity is seven times • 
safer than gas. A study by the National Fire 
Protection Agency has found that gas water 
heaters cause seven times as many home fires • 
as electric water heaters. 
Electric water heaters require no flue or vent. 
They can be placed virtually anywhere. 
Electric water heaters do not use air for com¬ 
bustion. Indoor air quality is not compromised 
by the water heater and there is no danger of 
explosion. 

Electric water heaters require less mainte¬ 
nance. There is no pilot light, no vent, no flue 
or heat exchanger to corrode. 
Electric water heaters have more insulation. 
They can be insulated on all sides, including 
top and bottom. 
Electric water heaters are more efficient. The 
heating elements are in direct contact with the 
water so they are nearly 100 percent efficient. 
A gas water heater loses 40 to 60 percent of 
its heat energy up the flue. 

Recipe for electrical appliance safety 
Preparation Time: 5 minutes. 
Ingredients: Cords, hair dryers, 
curling irons, plugs, radios, toasters, 
microwaves, fuses and circuit breakers. 
Directions: — Check all power cords 
and plugs for breaks or damaged insula¬ 
tion. 

— Check plugs to be sure they are in 
good condition. 

— Keep all appliances such as toasters, 
microwaves, hair dryers, curling irons and 
radios away from sinks and water. Electric¬ 
ity and water do not mix. 

— If a circuit breaker keeps tripping 
if or fuses keep blowing, first check to 

see if you have too many appliances 
on the circuit. Inspect cords and out¬ 

lets. If the problem persists, have ap¬ 
pliances inspected by qualified service 

personnel or have the wiring checked by 
- I a qualified electrician. 

II — Mix all ingredients together following 
^ the directions and cook up a recipe to save 

fives. 
Serves: Everyone. 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative's Board of Di¬ 

rectors held its regular monthly meeting on Tues¬ 
day, January 23, 2001, in the office at Petersburg. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.. 
Central Standard Time, by President Gary L. 
Martin. Directors present in addition to Presi¬ 
dent Martin were: Edward L. Allspach, Jerry W 
Brooks, Michael E. Carls, D. Jay Frye, Warren 
D. Goetsch, James G. Graff, Roy H. Seaney and 
Meredith L. Worner. Also present were Manager 
Lynn A. Frasco, Attorney Charles K. Smith and 
Staff Assistant Gerald E. Hedberg. After roll call, 
the agenda for the meeting was approved as 
amended. 

Minutes of the December 19, 2000 board 
meeting were approved as presented. 

The Inventory of Work Orders in the amount 
of $59,793.95 were reviewed and approved. 

The board reviewed General Fund checks 
#131733 through #131988 amounting to 
$1,193,742.23. After discussion, the payment of 
bills were approved. 

The board approved 23 Membership Appli¬ 
cations, 14 Membership Permits for the month. 
One Agreement for Electric Service was ap¬ 
proved. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Financial Re¬ 
ports for December. Revenue and kWhr sales for 
the month are greater than budget. Year-to-date 
sales are less than budget by 5,677,000 kWhr. 
Purchased power amounts for the month and 
year-to-date are less than budget. Operating ex¬ 
penses for the month, not including power cost, 
are less than budget by $3,600. Margins for the 
month are $27,000 less than budget. Margins 

for the year are $600,000. Key financial ratios 
continue to meet required levels. The ownership 
equity ratio is 37%. There were 149 more meters 
billed this month them the number billed in De¬ 
cember 1999. Average residential bill amount is 
greater than in December 1999 by $8.44. The 
balance sheet shows $640,000 greater invest¬ 
ment in the utility than at 1999 year end. Both 
the number of power outages and outage hours 
are greater than those occurring in December 
1999. Year-to-date outage hours per meter are 
approximately three hours forty one minutes. 
One employee injury was reported in December. 
The Board discussed the results of the three 
member area meetings held in mid-January. 
Manager Frasco reported on his attendance at 
the recent meeting of the Northern District Man¬ 
agers. He reported that a meeting with the Irri¬ 
gated Growers Board of Directors is planned for 
February 5th. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

Directors Goetsch and Brooks reported on 
the December & January meetings of The Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

Director Carls and Manager Frasco reported 
on their recent Soyland Board meeting. 

Director Brooks reported on the meeting of 
the Annual Meeting Committee. 

Resolution was made, declaring capital cred¬ 
its payable during the year 2001. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. The next 
board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Febru¬ 
ary 27, 2001 at 6:00 p.m. 
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Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per 
minute. 

No fees or service charge 
Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 

through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one of 
the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can call 
anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City  

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage 

Current Carrier 

( ). Telephone Numbers: ( )  

Services Desired: □Outbound □800 □Travel Cards Number Requested 

800 Service: QNew □Existing To Ring To: ( 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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(continued from 16a) 

• Illinois has major electrical transmission 
lines that tie the Midwest together, making it 
easier to sell and transport electricity. 

• Illinois has several major natural gas 
pipelines. 

• Natural Gas power plants burn cleaner. 
What does this mean for the 

residents of Illinois? 

Natural Gas prices have risen over the past 
several months. As more and more gas fired 
plants come on line the gas prices will probably 
increase more. Propane will tend to follow the 
natural gas prices so propane prices will prob¬ 
ably increase as well. Deregulation coupled with 
clean air legislation has increased natural gas 
power plant construction and decreased coal fire 
plant construction. With fewer coal plants being 
built due to the cost or the risk, the gas fired 
plants will someday provide electricity year 
round instead of just during peak times. This 
will tend to raise the cost of electricity. 

How does electric deregulation affect 
Menard Electric Cooperative? 

The lOUs in Illinois were forced to start open¬ 
ing their territories to customer choice in Octo¬ 
ber 1999 and finishing in 2002. Residential 
customers would be the last to have customer 
choice. Electric Cooperatives and Municipalities 
were not forced to participate in deregulation but 
had the opportunity to participate if they desired. 
The governing force behind cooperatives is their 
members which are also their customers. Our 
“customers” can shape their own destiny. The 
shareholders of the lOUs control their destiny 
and the customers have no influence. That puts 
an electric cooperative in an entirely different 
perspective than an IOU. You have representa¬ 
tion in the cooperative which makes all the dif¬ 
ference in the world. There have been a few 
cooperatives across the nation that wanted to sell 
electricity outside their territory and have become 
marketers, but it has been the minority. Some¬ 
times there is a misconception about buying elec¬ 
tricity from a third party. Electricity is generated, 
sent over transmission lines, reduced in voltage, 
sent over distribution lines, reduced to usable 
voltage and then enters your home. Each one of 
these processes has a cost associated with it. The 
sum of these costs will always be your total elec¬ 
tric bill. 

In California, rates have fluctuated and it is 
hard to find anyone that has actually saved 
money. In Illinois, very few customers served by 
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the lOUs have switched providers. The custom¬ 
ers that switch normally are large industrial or 
commercial customers because that is where the 
marketers can earn the most money. That makes 
us at the cooperative believe that there are few, if 
any, members that could find a better rate than 
they are getting now. As a cooperative we believe 
we can negotiate a more favorable rate for our 
members as a whole than one or two of our mem¬ 
bers might negotiate on their own. As customer 
choice progresses and residential customers in 
Illinois have customer choice in 2002, the Board 
of Menard Electric Cooperative will review the 
market conditions and make a decision that will 
be in the best interest of our members. One thing 
to remember, however; as deregulation 
progresses, the negotiating power of Menard 
Electric Cooperative becomes greater due to in¬ 
creased competition among marketers. We have 
almost 10,000 accounts and we are a force to be 
reckoned with! 

Used vehicle 
SALE 

The cooperative is accepting bids for 
the following vehicle through the close of 
business March 23, 2001. The vehicle will 
be available for inspection at the 
cooperative’s office in Petersburg, Illinois 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. until Friday, March 
23, 2001 at 4:30 p.m. 

1995 Chevrolet 2500 Pickup truck with 
136,000 miles. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 

122 South Sixth Street 
PO. Box 200 

Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 
(217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
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Member Meetings Completed 
The week of January 15, 2001 was an un¬ 

usually busy one at the cooperative. Three mem¬ 
ber meetings were held In Sherman, Havana, and 
Ashland. A total of 150 members, directors and 
employees attended the meetings. The main 
emphasis of the meetings was a discussion on 
electric deregulation in Illinois. Manager Lynn 
Frasco conducted the meetings and answered 

many questions from the members that attended. 
The meetings averaged approximately 2 hours 
each and several members stayed around after 
the meetings to discuss matters of interest with 
the cooperative’s board and staff. Below is the 
handout which was given to members who at¬ 
tended the three meetings. 

Electric deregulation trends in Illinois 
Legislation called “The Electric Service Cus¬ 

tomer Choice and Rate Relief Act of 1997” was 
passed in Illinois in 1997. Prior to electricity 
deregulation in Illinois, an Investor Owned Util¬ 
ity (IOU) sold most of its electricity to the same 
retail and wholesale customers year after year. 
They could easily project growth and identify the 
time they would need to construct new genera¬ 
tion. The Illinois Commerce Commission would 
review revised rates to allow the IOU to pay for 
the new generator when it was needed. Since the 
investor lOU’s customers changed very little, 
there was a good chance that their revenue would 
pay for the new generator. Deregulation took that 
security away. Now an IOU cannot guarantee that 
a new plant will be paid for through revenues 
because the customers they were counting on 
may now buy their power from someone else. 

This has changed the way power plants are 
being built. A few years ago an IOU would build 
a large power plant that would satisfy their 
growth for several years. Their customers would 
gradually pay for this plant over the years. 
Surplus electricity from these plants was nor¬ 
mally sold to neighboring utilities that needed 
more electricity than they could generate. Some¬ 
times this was due to poor forecasting but nor¬ 
mally it was due to a power plant being out of 
operation either for maintenance or equipment 
failure. Plants built during this time were usu¬ 
ally coal fired or nuclear plants. These larger 
plants were more efficient to operate but more 
costly to build. Most of the plants being built to¬ 

day are smaller gas fired plants. A gas fired plant 
can be built faster and more economically than 
the larger coal fired or nuclear plants. They are 
being built mainly for times of peak power us¬ 
age which in our area occurs mainly during July 
and August. Over recent years the EPA has im¬ 
posed stronger laws regulating the emissions 
from facilities like power plants. Natural gas fired 
power plants satisfy these requirements with less 
cost than coal or nuclear plants. There are sev¬ 
eral companies that have started marketing elec¬ 
tricity in Illinois and other states with Electric 
Deregulation in place. Due to Illinois having a 
Customer Choice law, the plants can be built in 
Illinois and connected to the transmission lines 
of the local transmission companies. There are 
barriers to building these plants in other states 
without deregulation laws already in place. The 
new plants in Illinois can generate electricity and 
be ready to transport to the neighboring states 
when deregulation is available in those states. 
The people building these plants have been newly 
organized companies as well as the lOUs that 
have operated for years. The long and short of 
the new power plants being built is: 

• The smaller gas fired plants are cheaper 
to build. 

• They can be started quicker as the en¬ 
ergy needs change daily. 

• These plants are operated mainly dur¬ 
ing times of peak usage. 

(continued on 16c) 
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Board meeting report 

Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of 
Directors held its regular monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, December 19, 2000, in the of¬ 
fice at Petersburg. The meeting was called 
to order at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard 
Time, by President Gary L. Martin. Direc¬ 
tors present in addition to President Mar¬ 
tin were: Edward L. Allspach, Jerry W. 
Brooks, Michael E. Carls, James G. Graff, 
Roy H. Seaney and Meredith L. Worner. 
Directors D. Jay Frye and Warren D. 
Goetsch were absent. Also present were 
Manager Lynn A. Frasco Attorney Charles 
K. Smith and Staff Assistant Gerald E. 
Hedberg. After roll call, the agenda for the 
meeting was approved as amended. 

Minutes of the November 28, 2000 board 
meeting were approved as presented. 

The Inventory of Work Orders in the 
amount of $63,718.40 were reviewed and 
approved. 

The board reviewed General Fund checks 
#131551 through #131732 amounting to 
$1,510,890.59. After discussion, the pay¬ 
ment of bills were approved. 

The board approved 45 Membership Ap¬ 
plications, 15 Membership Permits for the 
month. Four Agreements for Electric Ser¬ 
vice were approved. Director Goetsch ar¬ 
rived. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Financial 
Reports for November. Revenue and kWhr 
sales for the month are less than budget. 
Year-to-date sales are less than budget by 
more than 7,000,000 kWhr. Purchased 
power amounts for the month and year-to- 
date are less than budget. Operating ex¬ 
penses for the month not including power 
cost are less than budget by $45,000. Mar¬ 

gins for the month are $161,000 less than 
budget. Margins for the year are $700,000. 
Key financial ratios continue to meet re¬ 
quired levels. The ownership equity ratio 
is 36%. There were 153 more meters billed 
this month than the number billed in No¬ 
vember 1999. Average residential bill 
amount is less than in November 1999 by 
$8.58. The balance sheet shows $570,000 
greater investment in the utility than at 1999 
year end. Both the number of power out¬ 
ages and outage hours are greater than 
those occurring in November 1999. Year- 
to-date outage hours per meter are approxi¬ 
mately three hours twenty-six minutes. No 
employee injuries were reported for Octo¬ 
ber. Manager Frasco reviewed with the 
board information gathered for study of the 
future work plan. 

The board approved the Director’s Spe¬ 
cial Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

The board reviewed and approved the 
2001 budtet. 

Delegate appointments for future meet¬ 
ings of associate organizations were made. 

Adjustments to material inventory were 
made to agree with the annual hand count 
after review by the board. 

A report of the capital credit payments 
to estates was heard by the board. 

Report of status of the sick leave bonus 
program was made. After consideration, the 
board approved the sick leave bonus pro¬ 
gram to continue in year 2001. 

Activity of the Illinois Cooperative Work¬ 
ers Compensation Group was reviewed. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. The 
next board meeting is scheduled for Tues¬ 
day, January 23, 2001 at 6:00 p.m. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • PO. Box 200 • Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 • (217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.menard.com 
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Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per 
minute. 

No fees or service charge 
Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 

through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one 
of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can 
call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

No fees 
*an>e /olv . 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City  

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

Telephone Numbers: ( ( ). 

Services Desired: QOutbound □800 airavel Cards Number Requested_ 

800 Service: ONew □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -_ 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date 
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Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
If you need assistance to pay your electric bill. You may be eligible to participate in 

the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). For details of this pro¬ 
gram you may wish to contact an agent in your area. 

CIEDC (Main Office) 
1800 5th Street Road 
Lincoln, IL 62656 
217.732.2159 

Decatur-Macon Community 
Opportunity Corp. 
1122 E. Marietta St. 
Decatur, IL 62521 
217.428.2193 

MCS Community Services 
345 W State St. 
Jacksonville, IL 62656 
217.243.9404 
888.288.4413 

Sangamon County Dept, 
of Community Resources 
200 S. 9th St., Room 311 
Springfield, IL 62701 
217.535.3120 

Tazwood Community 
Service, Inc. 
2005 S. Main St. 
Morton, IL 61550-1540 
309.266.9941 

CIEDC (Mason County) 
208 N. Broadway 
Havana, IL 62644 
309.543.6988 
309.543.2039 

CIEDC (Menard County) 
105 S. 7th St. 
Petersburg, IL 62675 
217.632.2280 

Why do electric bills go up in the winter? 

Even if you do not have electric heat, several factors can 
contribute to higher winter bills. Warm baths on cold days Q 

feel great - and heating extra water can increase your elec¬ 
tric consumption. Winter holidays often mean additional 
cooking, baking and bright holiday lights. Shorter days 
and longer nights mean lights stay on longer. Most 
heating systems use electricity for some functions, 
such as operating the fan, and many run almost con¬ 
tinuously when it’s very cold. Clothes dryers are gen¬ 
erally used more in the winter. Space heaters and 
electric blankets that provide additional comfort also 
use additional electricity to operate. 

f Clear Talk 
NOW OFFERING PAGING IN YOUR AREA! 

Feature Include: 
Numeric, Voice Mail, Internet Alpha Paging, 

Toll Free Numbers, Stock Market Quotes, and Commodities 

Don’t let this great opportunity pass you by! Please contact a 
Service Representative today, toll-free at 888-400-4600, ext. 100. 
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2001 “Youth to Washington” Tour 
Does your high school junior or senior have an in¬ 

terest in government and American history? Every June, 
the electric and telephone cooperatives in Illinois spon¬ 
sor a group of young people to Washington, D.C. on the 
“Youth to Washington” program. During a full week in 
the nation's Capital, these students get an up-close look 
at democracy in action and get to meet with their down- 
state Illinois members of Congress. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future leaders have been 
introduced to Government and the legislative process 
through this program. Many alumni of the program have 
gone on to leadership positions in our communities and 
government. TWo current members of the Illinois Gen¬ 
eral Assembly, State Representatives Tom Ryder and 
Art Tenhouse, are past members of the tour. 

Menard Electric Cooperative has made 
the tour available to high school junior and 
senior children of members, free to two 
(2) students annually through local 
schools. In addition, if your child would 
like to take the tour and is not selected, 
but would like to participate at his/her own expense, please contact the cooperative as soon as pos¬ 
sible. The cost of the tour to you the member is $850. This cost includes all travel, lodging, meals and 
tickets. Souvenirs and incidental items will be the only participants’ expenses. 

The “Youth to Washington” Tour is recognized as one of the best youth tours of Washington, D.C. 
The tour is well organized with good chaperones and is a bargain. Participants will see monuments and 
memorials, visit historical places and government offices and meet Illinois Congressmen and Senators 
and their staffs. Several fun and exciting activities are scheduled, and your student will meet others 
from across the nation. For more information, contact the cooperative office. 

Nomination of Directors 
At the June 2000 Annual Meeting the coop¬ 

erative amended several bylaws. One of the bylaw 
amendments addressed the manner in which mem¬ 
bers can be nominated to serve on the Board of 
Directors. There now is only one way a member 
may be nominated to run for a position on the 
Board of Directors. The procedure is described 
below. 

Any ten (10) or more members may nominate 
individuals to run for election for any Director po¬ 
sition for which members are scheduled to vote at 
any member meeting. Members may make peti¬ 
tion for nominations by delivering to the Secretary 
of the Cooperative Board of Directors, not less than 
forty-five days prior to the meeting, a Member Pe¬ 

tition Nomination containing the following : 
• Name of the Member Petition Nominee: 
• The position for which the Member Petition 

Nominee will run: 
• The printed names, address and original sig¬ 

natures of at least ten (10) members. 
At the cooperative’s annual meeting to be held 

on Saturday, June 9, 2001 the following three 
(3) districts will be up for re-election. Listed be¬ 
low is each district along with the incumbent di¬ 
rector for each. 
• District 1 - Roy H. Seaney 
• District 4 - Jerry Brooks 
• District 6 - Meredith L. Worner 
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Board meeting report 
Menard Electric Cooperative’s Board of Di¬ 

rectors held its regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, November 28, 2000, in the office at 
Petersburg. The meeting was called to order 
at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time, by Presi¬ 
dent Gary L. Martin. Directors present in ad¬ 
dition to President Martin were: Edward L. 
Allspach, Jerry W Brooks, Michael E. Carls, 
D. Jay Frye, James G. Graff, Roy H. Seaney 
and Meredith L. Worner. Director Warren D. 
Goetsch was absent. Also present were Man¬ 
ager Lynn A. Frasco and Staff Assistant Gerald 
E. Hedberg. After roll call, the agenda for the 
meeting was approved as amended. 

Minutes of the October 31, 2000 board 
meeting were approved as presented. 

The Inventory of Work Orders in the 
amount of $57,641.04 were reviewed and 
approved. 

The board reviewed General Fund checks 
#131381 through #131550 amounting to 
$2,102,940.53. After discussion, the payment 
of bills were approved. 

The board approved 51 Membership Ap¬ 
plications, 21 Membership Permits for the 
month. Three Agreements for Electric Service 
were approved. 

Manager Frasco reviewed the Financial Re¬ 
ports for October. Revenue and kWhr sales for 
the month are less than budget. Year-to-date 
sales are less than budget by more than 
5,000,000 kWhr. Purchased power amounts 
for the month and year-to-date are less than 
budget. Operating expenses for the month not 
including power cost are less than budget by 
$29,000. Margins for the month are $30,000 
less than budget. Margins for the year are 
$890,000. Key financial ratios continue to 
meet required levels. The ownership equity 

ratio is 36%. There were 166 more meters 
billed this month than the number billed in 
October 1999. Average residential bill amount 
is greater than in September 1999 by $6.80. 
The balance sheet shows $635,000 greater 
investment in the utility than at 1999 year end. 
Both the number of power outages and out¬ 
age hours are greater than those occurring in 
October 1999. Year-to-date outage hours per 
meter are approximately two hours fifty min¬ 
utes. No employee injuries were reported for 
October. Date, time and location of the three 
member area meetings were discussed. Attor¬ 
ney, Charles K. Smith joined the meeting. Man¬ 
ager Frasco reviewed with the board the 2001 
Financial Budget. Plans for attendance at the 
March 2001 Annual Meeting of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association were 
discussed. 

The board approved the Director’s Special 
Occasion Vouchers for the month. 

The October list of Uncollectible Accounts 
was reviewed and approved for write-off. 

President Martin reported on activities of 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

Director Carls and Manager Frasco re¬ 
ported on the activities of Soyland Power Co¬ 
operative. 

The board reviewed and approved changes 
proposed by Manager Frasco in the amounts 
charged for meter assemblies. 

Report of meeting of the Capital Credit 
Committee was made. Plans will proceed for 
refund of $410,000 during year 2001. 

A report of the capital credit payments to 
estates was heard by the board. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. The 
next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 19, 2000 at 6:00 p.m. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
122 South Sixth Street • PO. Box 200 • Petersburg, Illinois 62675-0200 • (217) 632-7746 or (800) 872-1203 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. • Web address: www.menard.com 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 2001 



Now available — Long distance 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.96 6.90 
24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

• Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 
Overseas calling e.g. United Kingdom 12 cents per 
minute. 

No fees or service charge 
Menard Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 

through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is one 
of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, you can 
call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out 
of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

For Additional Information Call: 1-800-872-1203, or 
Mail Application to: Menard Electric Cooperative, RO. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name Social Security Number  

Street  Estimated Monthly Usage  

City State Zip Current Carrier  

Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: DOutbound □800 □ Travel Cards Number Requested  

800 Service: ONew □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. 
The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 
charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  
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