
E W McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Health and 
Happiness 
to you and 

your family! 

2001 Youth to 
Washington 

Tour 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Another holiday season is over 
- a new year is here! 

It’s been a busy and festive 
time for everyone, but take a moment 
to think about a resolution or two for 
the future. 

At the top of our list is a pledge to 
continue providing the best service 
possible for you - our consumer-own¬ 
ers - because the co-op belongs to 
you and your neighbors. 

We also invite you to share your 
thoughts and ideas with us to let us know 
how we’re doing in serving you and our com¬ 
munity. 

We hope you enjoyed the holidays and have made a resolution 
or two. May you welcome in the New Year with good health, happi¬ 
ness and prosperity! 

cDonough Power Cooperative will again sponsor the Youth- 
to-Washington D.C. and Youth-to-Springfield programs this 
spring. McDonough Power and McDonough Telephone Co¬ 

operatives sponsor this so that students can be introduced to gov¬ 
ernment and the political process. 

Two 10th or 11th grade students from each high school in the 
respective service areas will receive an all-expense paid trip to 

Springfield on Wednesday, April 4th. During the 
day, students will meet their elected senators 
and representatives at the Capitol and learn first 
hand about the working of state government. 

On that day, two students will be chosen by 
each cooperative to attend the Washington tour. 
The trip allows students to meet with their sena¬ 

tors and representatives and tour many his¬ 
toric and government sites in 
Washington D.C. 
McDonough Power is very pleased to 

participate in this program and hopes the 
experience for the students will be reward¬ 

ing. If your student is interested, please have them see their guid¬ 
ance counselor. The schools nominate the students who will be 
going on the Springfield trip. If you have any questions, please call 
Dawn at McDonough Power Cooperative. 
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“I sure told 
her off!!” T he story’s author is unknown, and is told by a 

character named Hep: 
I’ve always considered myself somewhat of an orator and a 

pretty good arguer, but my wife sure told me off the other day.” 
“I picked up the electric bill, took one look at it and beat it into 

the kitchen to giver her what-for. I stomped into the room, slammed 
the bill down on the table, squinted my eyes, deepened my voice 

and bellowed, 'What’s the meaning of this electric bill?”’ 
“She was busy baking bread, roasting a chicken and getting 

some pies ready for the oven. I got a little peeved when she just 
ignored me and kept on working.” 

"Answer me, Betty, I bellowed.” 
“Hep,” she said, ‘Clam up. I’m getting tired of this 

habit of your barging into my kitchen with that elec¬ 
tric bill every month.’” 

“‘I’ll tell you what we’re going to do,’ she said. 
‘You’re going down to the electric cooperative office 
and tell them to unhook the power. Then you’re 
coming back here and take the old wood stove out 
of the basement and bring it up here into the kitchen. 

And then you’re going out and put the old hand pump 
in the well and pump me about 80 gallons of water to 

wash dishes and do some clothes washing. After that, 
you’re going to heat the water on that wood stove and 
wring out the clothes with the old hand wringer. Then 
you’re going to get the old kerosene lamps down out of 
the attic. And you’re going to get that old coal stove out of 
the shed and set it up in the living room, and fill the coal 
box. After all that. Hep, you’d better make arrangements 
to eat in town from now on ‘cause I’m never going to cook 
on that old wood stove again!”’ 

“Right about now she took a breath and I retreated 
with great speed out the kitchen door.” 

“You know, until she put it the way she did, I just 
thought of our electric bill as something that had to be 
paid every month. Today you’re listening to a converted 

man, a man who really knows when he’s well off and 
who isn’t about to start doing all those chores over 

again - those things that had to be done by hand 
before we got electricity.” 

“Well, when I left the yard that day, I went to the cooperative 
office and paid the electric bill. And you know, for the first time 
ever, I smiled at the clerk who takes my money every month.” 

We hope you enjoyed this story. While no one complained about 
the daily chores that Betty described, none of us wants to go back 
to those days. It’s a lot easier to smile in appreciation of what we 
have today. 

This story will stir up memories for some members who lived 
through the days of feeding coal into a furnace and wood into the 
kitchen stove. Other may not remember the smoke, smell and ashes 
involved in these early home “comforts,” but you can still appreci¬ 
ate how important electricity has become in our lives today. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • EO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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CO MCDONOUGH POWER COOPERATIVE 

is now offering Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The Nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.90 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week 
plus 6 seconds increment billing 

• Free To Join 
• No Monthly Fees 
• Major Carrier 
• No Monthly Premiums 
• No Term Agreements 

• Free 800 Number 4.90 - 6.90 
per minute - no fees 

• Free calling cards 13.90 per 
minute (No surcharge) 

• NO CODES TO DIAL 

McDonough Power Cooperative is offering long distance tele¬ 
phone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long 
distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. As you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of 
Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out of state in the 
continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. 
Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day - 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City_ 

Social Security Number- 

State 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( )_ 
Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage- 

Current Carrier 

( ). 
Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ 800 Number Requested_ 

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature- Date 
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Propane 
needs 

Remember that you can come into McDonough Power at 1210 
W Jackson St., Macomb for your propane cylinder fills. 

Did you know that MPC Energy offers a courtesy fill and 
budget program? Courtesy fill virtually eliminates your chances of 
running out of propane. You remember the cold temperatures of 
last winter. With our Degree Day Meter we can accurately measure 
how much fuel you are using whether it’s 50 degrees above zero or 
20 degrees below zero. 

Courtesy fill places the responsibility of maintaining your pro¬ 
pane level on us. Being on courtesy fill enables us to schedule the 
delivery when we are in your area, thereby eliminating the need for 
a special delivery should you forget to look at your gauge. 

Our budget plan spreads your winter usage out over a 12 month 
period. Instead of the high bills in the winter when most of your gas 
is used, you will have easy balanced monthly payments. Because 
you will know what your monthly payment will be, you will be able 
to budget more wisely. 

Not only do courtesy fill and budget plan benefit you in the ways 
described, they also make us more efficient, allowing us to reduce 
delivery costs to you and keep the cost of propane down. 

Payments for MPC Energy are being taken at the Macomb of¬ 
fice. MPC Energy is there for all your propane needs. Check our 
prices for water heaters, grills or space heaters. Call Blandinsville 
(800) 635-2085, Denver (800) 213-1402 for any questions regard¬ 
ing propane. 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer | 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore ! 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Life Safety Program 
offered 
he #1 reason people buy a se¬ 

curity system is for “life safety!” 
Whether it’s protecting you and 
your loved ones from a home 
intruder, a health care emer¬ 
gency, deadly home fire or carbon monox¬ 
ide poisoning, Alert Security systems are 
designed to save lives! 

Alert Security wireless security systems 
provide home intrusion, environmental and 
health care monitoring services, in addition to home automation life style con¬ 
veniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and 
more than just security! 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

ALERT SECURITY J'87™5!!2-53™ 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. McDonou9|1 Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 
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Wrap up for 
winter 

warmth 

If you are planning to be outside during frigid weather, it’s im¬ 
portant to dress properly and protect yourself against hypoth¬ 
ermia and frostbite. 
Hypothermia occurs when the temperature of your body’s core, 

the chest and abdomen, falls below normal. This causes the body 
to go into a type of shock that restricts the flow of blood to the 
extremities in order to protect the core. The victim loses feeling in 
the hands and feet, muscles stiffen, and the brain shuts down. 

You cannot contract frostbite if the temperature is above freez¬ 
ing, no matter what the “wind chill factor.” However, when 

the temperature falls below freezing, exposed skin can be 
frozen within 10 or 15 minutes. 

The National Safety Council advises that you dress 
warmly and in layers. Since your head and neck lose 
heat more rapidly than any other parts of the body, 
you should wear a wool hat and a scarf; a turtleneck 
sweater will help too. Mittens provide better protec¬ 
tion than gloves, since gloves expose more surface 
area to the cold. Wool socks and waterproof boots 

will help keep feet warm and dry. If you wear an extra 
pair of socks, be sure they fit loosely so warm air can be 

circulated between layers. 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are com¬ 

ing back with great comments on their first months’ billings from the 
Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. With an in-state long 
distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state calls at 6.9 
cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! That’s with no 
monthly service charge, no minimums, and no extra num¬ 
bers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- number for in¬ 
coming long distance calls at the same low rates! This plan 
is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed application is 
required to be submitted through McDonough Power. Send 
in the application below to start your OWN savings plan on 
long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, PC. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

r n 
Name Social Security Number  

Street Estimated Monthly Usage  

City State Zip Current Carrier  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ 800 Number Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval 
of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

I Customer Signature 
I  

Date 
J 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb. Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Each winter 250,000 homes suffer water damage from frozen 
pipes. Proper prevention, however, can protect homeowners 
from this costly household disaster. 

Plastic and metal pipes can freeze if exposed to freezing tem¬ 
peratures. State Farm Fire and Casualty Company notes that fro¬ 
zen pipes can build up thousands of pounds of pressure 
downstream from the ice until they burst. A one-eighth inch crack 
can spew more than 250 gallons of wa- 

^=—IB 

Give frozen 
pipes the 

cold shoulder 

CM 
CO 

ter a day. 
A pipe break while homeowners are J 

away can be particularly devastating. Ex¬ 
perts caution against lowering thermostats 
below 55°F even if the home will be vacant 
for a long period of time. Letting your fau¬ 
cets trickle slightly also will help keep pipes 
from bursting by preventing pressure from 
building. 

Pipes in crawl spaces and attics should be in¬ 
sulated with products approved by an independent testing 
organization such as Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. Pipes that 
are located inside building insulation should be checked for ex¬ 
posure to cold air through cracks or openings such as those for 
cable or telephone wires. 

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, 
February holds some world record for snowfall. 
tThe record from a single storm is 189 inches 

at Mt. Shasta Ski Bowl, CA. The snow fell between 
February 13 and 19, 1959. For a 24-hour period, 
the record is 78 inches of snow at Cooper River Di¬ 
vision, AK on February 7, 1963. 

February 
snows 

• Complete LP gas sales & service 

• Trained personnel on call 24 hours 

• Budget billing 

• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs 

• Complete line of water heaters 

• Forklift cylinder delivery service 

• Complete LP gas distribution systems 

• Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE 

(309) 652-3101 or 
(800) 635-2085 

DENVER 
(217) 743-5215 or 

(800) 213-1402 

MACOMB 
(309) 833-2101 or 

(800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
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Soup is M’m 
Good! 

Fire 
protection! 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Nothing warms the body and spirit like a hot cup of soup on 
a cold February day. 
Campbell’s has become almost synonymous with soup in 

the U.S. since the company began producing its canned, condensed 
soups in 1897. Developed by Chemist John T. Dorrance, the idea 

of condensed soup was revolutionary for its time. By reducing 
the water in canned soup, the company was able to lower 

costs for packaging, shipping and storage. Campbell’s was 
thus able to offer its product for a dime a cam versus the 

—^ 30 or more cents being charged for a 32-ounce can by 
competitors. 

Some of the more popular and long-standing variet¬ 
ies of Campbell’s Soups have been consumed by genera¬ 
tions. Tomato was introduced in 1897, while Cream of 
Mushroom and Chicken Noodle first appeared in 1934. 

Today, Americans eat approximately 2.5 billion bowls of these 
three soups each year. Fire is the third leading cause of accidental death, with ap 

proximately 10 people dying in home fires a day! 
Even if you’re asleep, can’t get to the phone, or are away 

from your home, Alert’s security systems provide round the clock 
monitoring of smoke and fire detectors to immediately notify your 
fire department of an unsuspected fire! 

Check out our home 
security 
systems 
Alert Security wireless security 
systems provide home intru¬ 
sion, environmental and health care 
monitoring services, in addition to 
home automation life style conve¬ 
niences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 
and more than just security! 

ALERT SECURITY 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

/In Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 
For more information call toll free 

1-877/502-5378 or 309/833-3438 
McDonough Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Focusing 
on what 

matters - 
the member! 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

®l*he member comes first. That is the driving motivation behind 
I your electric cooperative’s work. It does not take a lot of fancy 
| words to understand the difference between your local electric 

cooperative and other utility companies that want to provide energy 
services to you. 

Simply put, the way we see it, if something - a policy, a service, a 
way of doing business - is good for the members, then it is good for 
McDonough Power, too. Contrast this philosophy with that of the big 
power companies. Making a profit is first and foremost with them. 
That is all well and good - unless there is a clash between profits for 
the company, and serving the consumers and their communities. 

When that happens, guess who wins? Whom would you rather have 
serving you? An investor-owned utility that exists to take money out of 
your pocket and out of the community; or would you rather get your 
electricity from an electric cooperative that is in the business to serve 
you and help you keep the dollars in the community? 

The choice is simple because the philosophy of an electric coop¬ 
erative is simple: Members are the cooperative, so if it is good for 
them, it has to be good for the cooperative. 

However, the reasons your electric cooperative guards your inter¬ 
ests better than a big power company goes far beyond differences in 
business philosophy. The men and women who work for you at your 
cooperative are in a better position to protect your interests in the 
debate over the future of the electric utility industry. Why? They live 
and work in the same community you do, and they are attuned to what 
you are saying. And, your electric cooperative is run by an elected 
board of directors - your friends and neighbors - who have a duty to 
put members first. 

Today, Americans all across the nation are beginning to realize 
just how special and unique cooperative business can be in finding 
solutions to local problems and needs. As the laws governing how util¬ 
ity companies operate continue to change in Illinois, consumers are 
discovering that the best way to find solutions to community problems 
is to empower themselves to solve these problems. That is the coop¬ 
erative way of getting the job done. 

Over 60 years ago, hard-working families in the community teamed 
up and organized McDonough Power Cooperative to bring power to 
their homes and businesses. The big power companies had turned 
their backs and refused to help because they did not believe there was 
any money to be made. The needs of the consumer did not come first. 

Today, it seems cooperative businesses are becoming more popu¬ 
lar. People are weary of dealing with distant corporations and are frus¬ 
trated with inattentive, large bureaucracies. And, they want to feel that 
they are more than just a statistic. 

In fact, national research confirms that electric cooperatives na¬ 
tionwide get far better ratings on service than any other group of util¬ 
ity companies. Cooperatives are recognized for local orientation, 
attention to detail, and primarily, putting you - the member - ahead of 
other priorities. The fact that the driving force of the cooperative is the 
member, speaks for itself. 
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Keep 
objects off 
electric co¬ 

op poles 

^McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson 

Street • PO. Box 352 • 
Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Of¬ 
fice hours: 8 a.m. — 5 

p.m. 
E-mail address: 

mcdonpr @macomb .com 

v y 

hen McDonough Power Cooperative line crews climb util¬ 
ity poles, they depend on having solid structures under 

foot. However, this is not always the case. 
MPC strives to keep poles as safe as possible, but some as¬ 

pects of maintaining unscathed poles are out of the co-op’s con¬ 
trol. For example, when people attach signs, posters and 
recreational equipment such as basketball rims and satellite TV 
dishes, it can create serious hazards for line personnel. 

Sharp objects like nails, tacks, staples and barbed wire all 
present eminent dangers for co-op 
line crews who climb poles all 
hours of the day and night and in 
the worst of conditions. If a 
lineman’s hooks cut out while he 
is climbing, his descent down 
could become much more severe 
if an arm or leg catches into a nail 
or other object tacked onto the 
pole. 

Additionally, a lineman’s hooks 
can cut out due to contact with a 
foreign object on the pole. Also, 
when linemen have to remove ob¬ 
jects from poles in order to climb 
during an outage, this makes 
power restoration that much 
longer. 

MPC suggests that fixtures, 
other than co-op equipment or an¬ 
other utility’s joint-use attachment, 
should not be affixed to the co-op’s 
poles. For example, sharp objects 
not only compound a fall, but also 
can puncture rubber gloves and 
other safety equipment, making 
linemen vulnerable to electrocution. 

H 
• Complete LP gas sales & service • Complete line of water heaters 

• Trained personnel on call 24 hours • Forklift cylinder delivery service 

• Budget billing • Complete LP gas distribution systems 

• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs* Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3101 or (217) 743-5215 or (309) 833-2101 or 
(800) 635-2085 (800) 213-1402 (800) 381 -2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 2001 



CM 
CO Ann Landers had some great advice for her readers in an 

October column on the hazard of lint buildup in clothes 
. dryer vents. It may sound trivial, but the article says that 

clothes dryers start more residential fires than any other appli¬ 
ance. A lint screen traps only 75 percent of the lint, and if it builds 
up in the dryer vent, the motor works harder and can overheat, 
igniting the lint. Blocking the airflow also reduces the efficiency 
of the dryer, requiring more time to dry clothes properly. 

Problems can be caused by clogged lint screen compartments, 
disconnected dryer vent hoses, smashed or kinked hoses, build¬ 
ing defects, blocked or improper exhaust hoods, or even bird nests 
in the dryer vent. Flexible plastic vent tubes are not a good choice, 
while smooth aluminum duct is best for unobstructed airflow. 
Check your dryer and vent now! 

Ann says to 
check your 
dryer vents! 

T: ee planting is a tradition of spring. Trees not only add beauty 
to any landscape but also add value to your home. Before you 
plant a new tree around your home, consider these points: 

■ Will the roots damage the foundation of the home? 

■ Will branches brush cars using the driveway or obstruct a 
driver’s vision? 

■ As the tree grows, will branches drag across the roof and drop 
leaves in the gutter, or come dangerously close to the home? 

■ Will the new tree or brush damage underground electric wires? 

■ Will the tree soon grow into electric lines and endanger service 
to you and your neighbors? 

Just about everyone likes trees - and everyone needs electric¬ 
ity. But remember, trees and power lines do not mix. If a tree branch 
is near a line and falls onto it, you and your neighbors would be 
without electricity. Remember...plan before you plant. 

Plan before 
you plant 
and stay 
untangled 

Before local rural electric cooperatives like McDonough Power 
were created, most rural homes did not have power, even 
though homes in city areas were electrified. The reason: 

existing power companies could not or would not serve the sparsely 
populated rural areas. 

The rest is history and today, people are fortunate enough to 
live almost anywhere knowing electricity will be available. 

Living in the country certainly has its advantages, but it can 
also have a few drawbacks. Since rural areas are sparsely popu¬ 
lated, your electric cooperative maintains 1,376 miles of power 
lines to serve 4,783 cooperative members. That is a lot of wire! In 
comparison, to serve the same number of consumers, investor- 
owned utilities would only need to maintain between 200 to 300 
miles of power lines, depending upon their consumer density. 

Consequently, the size of McDonough Power’s service territory 
is more susceptible to wind and storms. However, when Mother 
Nature does make an occasional outage occur, your cooperative 
commands all its resources to get service restored as quickly as 
possible. We know you depend on us, so we will work day and 
night until the power is restored. 

The 
challenge 
of providing 
power to 
sparsely 
populated 
areas 

MARCH 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 
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MCDONOUGH POWER COOPERATIVE 
is now offering Business and Residential 

long distance phone service 
Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 

utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The Nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week 
plus 6 seconds increment billing 

Free To Join 
No Monthly Fees 
Major Carrier 
No Monthly Premiums 
No Term Agreements 

Free 800 Number 4.90 - 6.90 
per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per 
minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

McDonough Power Cooperative is offering long distance tele¬ 
phone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This 
long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance ser¬ 
vices available. As you can see, you can call anywhere in the 
State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out of 
state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In 
addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All 
rates are the same 24 hours a day - 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. ^ Ca||. ! (800) 381,2101 

Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City_ 

Social Security Number_ 

State 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( )_ 

Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

( ). 
Services Desired: □ Outbound DSOO □ Travel Cards □ Number of cards Requested, 

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for 
all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature, Date 
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Heritage Farms began in August of 1992 when Steve and Phyllis 
Hess and their children, Marcus, Step ha ni, Lindsay, and Alison 
began dairying at the present location near Bushnell. The 
following is derived from a fact sheet they prepared. Previously we had been operating a dairy in partnership with 

Steve’s brother, Scott, on the farm the two of them grew up 
on four miles east of here on North 1700th Road. 

In that operation we milked in a thirty-cow stanchion barn. 
Early in 1992 plans were laid for a modern dairy 
facility. Ground was broken that spring for the milk¬ 
ing parlor and the first milking in it was August 11, 
1992. At that point the herd consisted of 50 cows- 
Guernseys and Holsteins. 

By 1997 we were milking 80 head, and we began 
planning the expansion that we have completed this 
summer. We now have housing for 225 milking cows 
with support facilities for dry cows and springing 
heifers. The double-6 herringbone parlor has suffi¬ 
cient capacity to milk 300 cows three times a day. 

The cows are in sand-bedded stalls to increase 
cow comfort and create a more sterile environment 
for the cows. The sand separator allows recycling of 
the sand bedding after composting which makes the 
bedding system economical as well as environmen¬ 
tally efficient. 

There is capacity in the two storage cells for a 
year’s worth of waste which we will have injected 

into the surrounding fields 
by D & P Pumping. Feeding 
is done once daily as a to¬ 
tal mixed ration, which is 
re-balanced monthly. 

The feed is pushed up 
to the cows several times 
daily which provides op¬ 
portunity for herd obser¬ 
vation. The herd is 
Al-bred using Select 
Sires Select Mating Ser¬ 
vice. The calves are 
raised in hutches until 
6 or 7 weeks average 
age, then weaned and 
grouped according to 
size. We use three dif¬ 

ferent custom calf raisers 
(Continued on 16b) 

The History 
of Heritage 

Farms Dairy 

Steve and Phyllis 
are pictured with 
a front loader, an 
important piece 
of equipment on 
any farm. 

Phyllis works with the 
milking machine. 
They can milk 300 
cows three times a 
day. 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 
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before the heifers return to the farm one 
month before calving. 

There are herd health checks twice a 
month by Bushnell Veterinary Service. 
Corn silage harvesting is done by Ron 
Byers. The management and employee 
team consists of Steve as general manager; 
Phyllis is chief financial officer; Kendra 
Jarrett as herdsperson in charge of calves, 
milking and record keeping; Greg Coates, 
full-time milker; Dan Lotz in charge of 

and general maintenance; and five 
part-time college and high 
school men and women. 

We adopted the name “Heri¬ 
tage Farms” because of the 
farming legacy that has been 
passed down to us from pre¬ 
ceding generations. Steve is a 
fourth generation dairyman, 
and the Guernsey cows in the 
herd are descended from 
cattle bred by his father and 
grandfather. Phyllis’s family 
homesteaded this farm in 
1869 and she grew up here. 

Her family had a cattle feeding op¬ 
eration, and also raised hogs and grain. 

We have tried to preserve and utilize the existing build¬ 
ings as much as possible. The cattle barn, built in 1913, 
has been converted from free housing to 80 freestalls and 
now houses bred heifers and dry cows in its two lots, along 
with ground level hay storage. The horse barn, built for the 
workhorses in 1911, is now the maternity and ‘special 
needs’ barn for cows and calves. It also has a pen for 
Lindsay’s horse, Stroke of Midnight. 

The granary was erected in 1938 and is currently be¬ 
ing remodeled. When completed it will house offices, a 
restroom, an employee break room and a storage and util¬ 

ity area. The machine shed was originally the Officers’ Recreation Cen¬ 
ter at Camp Ellis during World War TWo. It was purchased by Phyllis’s 
dad and grandfather and reassembled here in 1952. The ear corn 
crib was built in the early 1960’s, and has been converted into hay 
storage. 

When Phyllis’s great-great grandparents, Philip and Wilhelmina 
Doll, bought the farm in 1869, there was a two-room cabin on it. 
They added a four-room, two-story addition onto the north side of 
the cabin, and called it home. Each succeeding generation has made 
its mark on the house, but the four rooms that Philip 
and Wilhelmina built still stand. We are thankful for the heritage that 
we have received, and hope to preserve it for future generations. 

This is one of two waste 
storage cells. Both can 
store a year’s waste, 
which the Hesses will 
have injected into the 
surrounding fields. 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

These 
animals are 
what the 
operation is 
all about. 

This is the 
double-6 
herringbone 
parlor that enalbes 
efficient milking 
and handling of the 
cows. 

E CLOSING Our offices will be closed Friday, April 
13, in observance of Good Friday. 

We will resume normal business hours 
on Monday, April 16. 
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CO 

MCDONOUGH POWER COOPERATIVE 
is now offering Business and Residential 

long distance phone service 
Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 

utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The Nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.90 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week 
plus 6 seconds increment billing 

• Free To Join • Free 800 Number 4.90 - 6.90 
• No Monthly Fees per minute - no fees 
• Major Carrier • Free calling cards 13.90 per 
• No Monthly Premiums minute (No surcharge) 
• No Term Agreements • NO CODES TO DIAL 

McDonough Power Cooperative is offering long distance tele¬ 
phone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long 
distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. As you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of 
Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out of state in the 
continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. 
Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day - 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, PO. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City_ 

Social Security Number_ 

State 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( )_ 
Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

( ). 
Services Desired: □ Outbound 0 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of cards Requested_ 

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 
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Check out our home 
security 
systems 
Alert Security wireless security 
systems provide home intru¬ 
sion, environmental and health 
care monitoring services, in addition 
to home automation life style conve¬ 
niences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 

and more than just security! 

ALERT SECURITY 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

1-877/502-5378 or 309/833-3438 
McDonough Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 

ENERGY. INC 
• Complete IP gas sales & service • Complete line of water heaters 

• Trained personnel on call 24 hours • Forklift cylinder delivery service 

• Budget billing • Complete IP gas distribution systems 

• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs • Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3101 or 
(800) 635-2085 

(217) 743-5215 or 
(800) 213-1402 

(309) 833-2101 or 
(800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
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NEW McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

May is 
Electrical 

Safety Month 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Have you ever had a friend turn against you and become an 
enemy? It can really hurt. Electricity is a great friend; but it 
can hurt, too, if you don’t treat it with respect. 

During May, McDonough Power Cooperative is helping to ob¬ 
serve National Electrical Safety Month by reminding everyone about 
the four R’s of electrical safety: 

Respect the power of electricity. 
Read and follow the operating instructions that come with ev¬ 
ery electrical product. 

Replace worn or frayed electrical cords. 
Relocate appliance cords so they won’t get walked on and 

children can’t pull on them. Electricity can keep your home 
comfortable, light the path to your door and cook your 

food. Or it can cause a shock...or start a fire. Often the 
choice is yours. Keep electricity your friend. 

Tips on Outdoor Safety 
• Keep ladders, antennas, kites and poles away 
from the power lines leading to the house. 
• If you have a problem up high, phone McDonough 
Power Cooperative. Don’t take a chance! 

Never use electric power tools or appliances with rain 
overhead or water underfoot. 

• Use only outdoor lights, fixtures and extension cords. Plug 
into outlets with a “ground fault interrupter” or GEL 
Don’t ever climb power poles or transmission towers. Don’t let 
anyone shoot or throw stones at insulators. 
Pad-mounted transformers are for underground wiring. The 
transformers are inside sturdy metal cabinets, which are locked 
for safety. Never pry them open. If you find an unlocked door, 
call McDonough Power Cooperative. 
If a power line hits your car, stay inside unless the car catches 
fire. Then jump clear without touching metal and ground at the 
same time. Shuffle away keeping both feet on the ground. 
If you’re caught in a lightning storm, get out of the water and 
stay away from trees. Go indoors and keep clear of windows. 
Turn off TV and other appliances. 

McDonough Power will be closed on Monday, May 28th, in 
observance of the Memorial Day holiday. The office will be 

open for normal business hours on Tuesday, May 29th. 
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An Explanation 
of Capital 

Credits 

What are capital credits? 
Capital credits are the allocation of margins to cooperative mem¬ 

bers. These capital credits may be returned to members. 

What are margins? 
Margins rather than profits is the term used by not-for-profit 

businesses (including McDonough Power) when referring to money 
left over after the cost of doing business. These margins are allo¬ 
cated to those who were McDonough Power members during a 
specified time. 

When are capital credits allocated? 
Capital credits are allocated every year, but not necessarily paid 

back every year. 

When are capital credits returned? 
There are only two times when capital credits are refunded: 

1. When the board of directors determines the financial condition 
of the cooperative will allow. 

2. When a person with a single membership dies, or both persons 
of a joint membership die, capital credits are returned at a dis¬ 
counted value, if requested. Capital credits cannot be refunded 
at any other time or for any other reason. 

Why are capital credits not returned every year? 
Electric utility businesses require large amounts of capital to 

provide service and to operate. The electric utility industry is con¬ 
sidered one of the most capital-intensive industries. 

Electric cooperatives typically reinvest capital credits in the busi¬ 
ness operations. This reduces the need for McDonough Power to 
borrow money and also reduces the amount paid by the coopera¬ 
tive in interest payments. 

Your board of directors is very cautious when it comes to re¬ 
turning capital credits. An unexpected ice storm, tornado or other 
act of Mother Nature can be very expensive. 

How are capital credits figured? 
McDonough Power starts by determining the allocation factor - 

(Continued on page 16c) 

• Complete IP gas sales & service • Complete line of water heaters 
• Trained personnel on call 24 hours • Forklift cylinder delivery service 
• Budget billing • Complete IP gas distribution systems 
• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs • Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3103 or (217) 743-5215 or (309) 833-2101 or 
(800) 635-2085 (800)213-1402 (800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
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(Continiiedfrom page 16b) 

which is margins divided by total revenue. That produces the allo¬ 
cation factor. The allocation factor is then multiplied by the 
member’s total annual electric cost less utility tax. This number 
will be the member’s capital credit amount for the year. 

If you move... 
If you move off our lines, please notify McDonough Power of 

your new address each time you move. The capital credits that are 
earned are kept on file until they are refunded. Any capital credits 
that you’re entitled to can be sent to you when they are refunded. 

You’d think our line crews would have enough to do. With 
storms and lightning strikes, downed power lines, equipment 
repair, and delivering service to our customers. 

But line crews have never been the kind of 
people who let their job description describe 
all of what they do. That’s why they’ve been 
known to report crimes in progress; repair tires 
for citizens; and even direct traffic around acci¬ 
dents. Your see, our line crews are committed 
to bringing you the best electric service possible. 
But they’re also committed to this community 
and to doing whatever it takes to make life here 
just a little better. The result is often someone we 
can all look up to. 

Crime Fighter, 
Roadside 
Mechanic, 
Traffic Directors, 
Oh, and Electric 
Co-op Line 
Worker. 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are com¬ 

ing back with great comments on their first months’ billings from the 
Power Net Global/9west l°ng distance plan. With an in-state long 
distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state calls at 6.9 
cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! That’s with no 
monthly service charge, no minimums, and no extra num¬ 
bers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- number for in¬ 
coming long distance calls at the same low rates! This plan 
is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed application is 
required to be submitted through McDonough Power. Send 
in the application below to start your OWN savings plan on 
long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.O. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

r n 
Name Social Security Number  

Street Estimated Monthly Usage 

City State Zip Current Carrier_ 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested _ 

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval 
of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

I Customer Signature 
i : 

Date 
J 
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Voluntary and open m
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Granny 
Really Did 

Know Best 

\ / 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Summer is just around the corner and along with it comes 
hot, humid weather. The homes our grandparents grew up 
in didn’t have air conditioning. So in those days, people had 

to learn many different methods in order to keep cool. Those old- 
fashioned methods are still useful today, especially when you want 
to save on energy costs by reducing the amount of time you run 
your air conditioner. 
• Use awnings, blinds, curtains or shutters to keep the hot sum¬ 

mer sun from streaming into your house. Simply pulling cur¬ 
tains closed can reduce the amount of heat pouring into your 
house by 50 percent. 

• After the sun goes down, open blinds, curtains and windows 
to take advantage of natural cooling. If possible, open win¬ 

dows so that you get cross-ventilation in your home. 
• Hang your clothes outside to dry instead of using 
your dryer. Not only will you save the energy you would 
have used to power the dryer itself, but you’ll also avoid 
adding the heat and humidity to the air in your home, 
which can overwork your air conditioner. 

• Don’t forget fans. A fan placed in the window or set 
to blow air from the house to the outside can make a 
bedroom quite comfortable on a hot night. 
• If you have a dishwasher, use the “air dry” setting 
instead of the “heated air” setting, and run it late at 
night to reduce the heat it creates during the warmer 

part of the day. 
• When taking a shower or bath, use the exhaust fan in your 
bathroom to remove the moisture and humidity. 
When cooking, be sure to use lids to keep from adding steam. 
Limit use of your oven and any heat-generating appliance. In¬ 
stead, use your microwave or grill outside. 

ALERT SECURITY 
2 Special Packages 

Fire Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 
$149.00 plus tax installed 

Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 
2- Door Sensors 
1 - Motion Sensor 
$149.00plus tax Installed 

Ail equipment is wireless and made in the U.S.A. 
Just 3 cents per hour protects your loved ones. 

(Based on a quarterly payment of $62.52 - 36-month contract required) 

x HTAI ALERT SECURITY 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

Call Tom Wright toll free at (877) 502-5378 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309)833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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E W McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Nominating 
committee 

will meet 
June 28 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connecoons 

embers of the 2001 nominating committee have been appointed 
iby the McDonough Power Cooperative board of directors. The 
I committee will meet at Cerar’s Barnstormer in Monmouth on 

June 28 at 7 p.m. to nominate candidates for election to the board of 
directors at the 2001 annual meeting of members to be held August 20 
at the Fellheimer Auditorium in Macomb. 

■ District 1 (composed of the West half of Scotland Township and 
East half of Chalmers Township in McDonough County): Jay 
Sappington, 10248 E. 1000th St., Macomb, IL 61455 and Keith 
Waller, 1418 Joseph St., Macomb, IL 61455. 

■ District 2 (composed of all Lamoine, Bethel and Industry Townships 
in McDonough County and parts of Brooklyn, Littleton and Oakland 
Townships in Schuyler County): Andy Riggins, 10015 N. 600th Rd., 
Macomb, IL 61455. 

■ District 3 (composed of all Hire, Tennessee, Colchester and the West 
half of Chalmers Townships in McDonough County and parts of Foun¬ 
tain Green and Hancock Townships in Hancock County): Van Edison, 
1370 N. Coal Rd., Colchester, IL 62326 and Sheridan Miller, 5210 
N. 900th Rd., Colchester, IL 62326. 

■ District 4 (composed of all Blandinsville, Sciota and Emmett Town¬ 
ships in McDonough County): Keela Woolam, 6327 N. 1700th Rd., 
Macomb, IL 61455. 

■ District 5 (composed of the East half of Scotland and all of New 
Salem, Eldorado and Mound Townships in McDonough County and 
part of Harris, Farmers and Vermont Townships in Fulton County): 
Leon Solomon, 9885 E. 1600th St., Macomb, IL 61455. 

■ District 6 (composed of all Macomb, Walnut Grove, Bushnell and 
Prairie City Townships in McDonough County and part of Lee in 
Fulton County): Sue Bradford, 17450 E. 1400th St., Good Hope, IL 
61438. 

■ District 7 (composed of all Raritan and Media Townships in 
McDonough County and Point Pleasant, Swan Creek and Greenbush 
Townships in Warren County): Don Chipman, RR1 Box 40, 
Smithshire, IL 61478 and Roger Allaman, 105 90th St., Roseville, IL 
61473. 

■ District 8 (composed of all Biggsville in Henderson County and 
Tompkins, Ellison, Roseville, Lenox, Monmouth and Spring Grove 
Townships in Warrant County): J. Preston Allen, 1238 10th St., 
Smithshire, IL 61478. 

■ District 9 (composed of Kelly, Coldbrook, Floyd and Berwick Town¬ 
ships in Warren County and parts of Galesburg, Cedar and Indian 

(Continued on 16b) 
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(Continued from 16a) Point Townships in Knox County): Loren Still, 1476 190th Ave., 
Cameron, IL 61423. 
The bylaws of the Cooperative provide that nominations to the Board - 

of Directors may be made by: (1) the Nominating Committee, (2) A peti- ] 
tion signed by 15 or more active members, the petition must be received J 
at the principal office of the Cooperative at least 30 days before the an- r 
nual meeting or, (3) Nominations can be made from the floor at the J 
annual meeting. 

The terms of directors from Districts 1, 3 and 7 expire this year. 
Directors presently serving on our Board of Directors are: District 1, 
Michael D. Cox; District 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, William Pollock; 
District 4, Stan Prox; District 5, Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Jeffrey N. 
Moore; District 7, Mark Anderson; District 8, Howard Butler; and Dis¬ 
trict 9, Steven Youngquist. Section 5. Nominations. It shall be the duty 
of the board to appoint, not less than forty days nor more than one 
hundred twenty days before the date of a meeting of the members at 
which board members are to be elected, a committee on nominations i 
consisting of two members from each district in which a director is to be 
elected and one member from each of the other districts served by the i 
cooperative. No member of the board may serve on such committee. 
The committee shall prepare and post at the principal office, at least 
thirty days before the meeting, a list of nominations for directors, which , 
shall include at least one or more candidates for each board position to 
be filled by the election. The secretary shall be responsible for mailing 
with the notice of the meeting or separately, but at least seven days be¬ 
fore the date of the meeting, a statement of the number of board mem¬ 
bers to be elected and the names and addresses of the candidates ; 
nominated by the committee on nominations. Any fifteen or more mem¬ 
bers acting together may make other nominations by petition and the 
secretary shall post such nominations at the same place where the list 
of nominations made by the committee is posted. Nominations made by 
petition, in order to be valid, must be received at the principal office of 
the cooperative at least thirty days before the meeting. Any nomination 
by petition which meets the requirements of the bylaws shall set forth in 
the annual meeting notice as nominations made by petition and any 
such nominations shall appear on the official ballot. Nothing contained 
herein shall, however, prevent additional nominations to be made from 
the floor at the meeting of members. 

“Peak Alert” 
Season 

Ht is that time of year again when we have what is known as a 
1 “peak alert.” A “peak alert” is a situation whereby the coopera 
1 tive asks all members for their assistance in controlling the demand 

for electricity when the overall demand is at a maximum. Usually, but 
not always, this situation will occur on a day when the temperature is 
90° or above. When everyone works together, it really does make a differ¬ 
ence. By reducing or controlling the peak demand of electricity, members 
can minimize the cost of wholesale power purchased by McDonough Power. 

When a “peak alert” is issued by Soyland Power Cooperative, 
McDonough Power asks some commercial and industrial accounts, as 
well as some large farm operations, who are on interruptible rates, to 
interrupt their electric service. 

The “peak alert” season will begin on June 1 and will run through 
September 15. As I mentioned earlier, temperature contributes to a “peak 
alert.” “Peak alerts” usually begin around noon and can last until 10:00 
p.m. They do not happen on weekends or holidays. 

The employees and board of directors of the cooperative would like 
to thank everyone in advance for their cooperation. It is very much ap- 

. predated. 
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Students 
participate 
in Youth Day 

Winners 

High school students from across Illinois met their state legisla¬ 
tors in Springfield during “Illinois Electric and Telephone Coop¬ 
eratives Youth Day” on Wednesday, April 4. The tour was an op¬ 

portunity for the students to learn more about the co-ops’ democratic 
business model, as well as their state government. Fourteen area stu¬ 
dents representing McDonough Power and 20 area students represent¬ 
ing McDonough Telephone met with Representative Rich Myers at the 
State Capitol. Nearly 300 students and chaperones also toured the Illi¬ 
nois Supreme Court, the State Capitol, Lincoln’s Tomb and the Execu¬ 
tive Mansion. Representing McDonough Power and McDonough Telephone 
are from left, first row Andrew Worthington of Prairie City, Nicholas 
Martin of Bushnell, Lindsay Battles and Amanda Runner of Colchester, 
Jennifer Wolf, Crystal Paul and Lindsay Gray of Macomb, Rebecca McKoon 
of LaHarpe, Josh Allen of Smithshire, Loka Ashwood of Vermont, and 
Jillian Royer of Industry. Second row from left: Scott Gruel of Industry, 
Emily McCann of Media, Gerald Ellis of Colchester, Leslie Lovejoy of 
Prairie City, Rep. Myers, Sharris Wilson of Macomb, Shannen Painter of 
Lomax, Brenda Metternich of Nauvoo, Abby Battenburg of Monmouth, 
and Marissa Kirby of Roseville. Third row from left: Les Fowler, chaper¬ 
one, McDonough Telephone Cooperative, Sid James of Colchester, John 
Buss of Media, Matthew Lancaster of Industry, Tyler Dihle of Good Hope, 
Hailey Lotz and Meredyth Lovell of Macomb, Eric Icenogle and Brad Ward 
of Rushville, Kyle Harris and Amanda Mosley of Dallas City, Micah Pope 
of Burnside, Steve Casteel of Roseville, LeAnn Blindt of Smithshire, Allen 
Parrish of Monmouth, and Dawn Beck, chaperone, McDonough Power 
Cooperative. 

McDonough Power 
Cooperative will 
send two individu¬ 

als to Washington, D.C. 
June 15-22, as part of the 
“Youth to Washington” con¬ 
test. The winners are pic¬ 
tured with Dickson 
Dunsworth, President/ 
CEO of McDonough Power. 
From left are Dawn Beck, 
administrative assistant 
at McDonough Power, 
Amanda Runner from 
Colchester High School 
(alternate), Scott Greuel from 
Industry High School and Lindsay Gray from Macomb 
High School. 
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Potential 
electrical 

hazards are 
everywhere 

W hile some potential hazards are obvious, others are harder 
to recognize. The following list should serve as a good re 
minder that electrical hazards can be found everywhere. 

Antenna installations near the lines or those that could possi¬ 
bly fall on a line 
Low clearances around new construction or streets, driveways, 
or buildings 
Meter installations with damaged or exposed wires 
Tree houses built close to a line 
Trees which children might climb and contact wires 
Persons trimming trees where limbs can hit a line 
A swing set that would enable a child to climb up to an over¬ 
head wire 
Excavations near underground electric cables or gas lines 
Bare secondary wires in a tree 
Broken ground wires 
Cranes or drill rigs working near power lines 
Building activity under a line, or a mobile home being set up 
under a line 
Lines over navigable water where clearances could allow a sail¬ 
boat mast to hit the line 
Persons installing antennas or other equipment on power poles 
Swimming pools built under power lines 
Persons working near lines with conductive tools or devices 
such as paint roller handles, aluminum ladders, antennas or 
other equipment on poles 
Metallic kites or kite strings 
Children playing on towers or climbing substation fences 
Picking fruit out of trees near lines 
Farm operations with augers, elevators, loaded trailers, com¬ 
bines, etc., under or near lines 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309)833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 

Complete LP gas sales & service 

Trained personnel on call 24 hours 

Budget billing 

Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs 

Complete line of water heaters 

Forklift cylinder delivery service 

Complete LP gas distribution systems 

Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE 

(309) 652-3101 or 
(800) 635-2085 

DENVER 
(217) 743-5215 or 

(800) 213-1402 

MACOMB 
(309) 833-2101 or 

(800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Annual Meeting Scheduled for August 20,2001 
he 2001 Annual Meeting of the cooperative is sched¬ 

uled for Monday, August 20, 2001 at Fellheimer Audi¬ 
torium in Macomb Jr./Sr. High School. Please mark 

your calendar and plan to attend. Cooperatives are owned by 
those they serve. The annual meeting is your opportunity to partici¬ 

pate directly in the operations of the cooperative by electing direc¬ 
tors and voting on other issues that arise. At this year’s annual 
meeting Directors will be elected in District 1,3, and 7. 

Touchstone 
Energy® 
Update 

Leave my 
tree alone! 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Touchstone Energy® is a national alliance of local, coopera¬ 
tively owned utilities providing high standards of service to 
customers, large and small, and their communities. More 

than 560 Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives in 38 states are deliv¬ 
ering energy and energy solutions to more than 15 million custom¬ 
ers everyday. Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives are local, active 
members of their communities committed to serving commercial, 
industrial and residential customers with integrity, accountability, 
innovation and community involvement. 

Source: www.touchstoneenergy.com T'he trees are in our yard. Their shade mixes well with lemon¬ 
ade on a summer afternoon. Their branches mix well with 
kids, who turn them into fortress walls, or daydream hide¬ 

outs. Unfortunately, they don’t mix well with power lines, not at all. 
It can mean “lights out.” 

Your electric cooperative routinely inspects its miles of line each 
year to make sure they are clear of brush and branches. Trimming 
is necessary, but our crews try to keep the natural attractiveness of 
the trees as they work. 

You can help, too. The best time to avoid the problem is when 
you plant. Make sure the growing tree will stay clear of power lines. 
Proper pruning of your trees controls their branch growth. 

Plant wisely. You’ll enjoy the pleasures of your trees and the 
constant convenience of electricity. 

IcDonough Power Cooperative will be closed on 
Wednesday, July 4th in observance of Indepen¬ 

dence Day. We will reopen at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, the 5th. 
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Last fall a young Illinois man slid off a black 
top road late at night and hit a utility pole. 
I Getting out of the car he walked into the 

downed 7,200 volt power line. He died instantly. 
In another Illinois car accident a young mother 
also lost control of her car and hit a utility pole, 
causing the high voltage line to drop on top of the 
car. Because she had recently heard a safety mes¬ 
sage from her local utility she knew the best thing 
to do was stay in the car until help arrived. After 
the line was turned off by linemen, the young 
mother and her children walked away from the 
accident. 

These two stories highlight the need to in¬ 
crease public awareness of the dangers electric¬ 
ity can pose even during everyday activities as 
simple as flying a kite or cleaning a pool. Through 
the Illinois Electric Council (IEC), your electric 
cooperative has joined forces with other electric 
utilities and the University of Illinois to create 
the first cooperative effort by utilities to prevent 
electricity-related accidents. 

“Each member of the IEC is committed to elec¬ 
trical safety and promotes safety through their 
own organization,” said Paul Benson, IEC execu¬ 
tive director. “This cooperative effort expands 
upon those individual programs, and extends the 
reach of safety information beyond each 
organization’s activities.” 

The campaign focuses on electrical safety in 
four main areas - home, youth safety, 
agribusiness and contractor safety. The Safe Elec¬ 
tricity effort uses a number of vehicles to deliver 
information to broad audiences, including radio 
and television public service announcements 
(PSAs), the Internet and print materials. 

The centerpiece is a comprehensive web site, 
www.SafeElectricity.org. The site has detailed in¬ 
formation and lists educational materials avail¬ 
able, such as videotapes and books for teachers 
and others promoting safe use of electricity. 

The first series of radio public service an¬ 
nouncements has been distributed to stations 
across Illinois, and companion television an¬ 
nouncements are being completed for distribu¬ 
tion. The announcements feature a variety of 
hazardous situations and safety tips, and direct 
people to the SafeElectricity.org Web site for more 
information. 

The initial public service announcements in¬ 
clude safety information about operating tall 
equipment around electric lines, using electrical 
appliances around water, working around the 
house, exercising caution during and after storms 
and children playing near electrical equipment. 
The goal is to focus attention on issues related to 
outdoor safety as more and more people head 
outside for summer activities. 

Like the announcements, the web site is in¬ 
tended to promote awareness of topical and timely 
safety issues, and will be continually updated and 
expanded. 

The Web site is easy for anyone to use - teach¬ 
ers, students, contractors, homeowners, farmers, 
business owners, public safety officials - anyone 
who has questions about electrical safety. 

Today www.SafeElectricity.org includes sec¬ 
tions for home safety, youth safety, rural safety, 
contractor safety, educator resources, videos and 
links to sites with additional information. 

“We are committed to making this campaign 
and the SafeElectricity.org web site a lifesaving 
resource for Illinois,” Benson said. “If we save one 
life or keep one person from being hurt, we will 
be successful.” 

“Electric cooperatives serve the citizens of ru¬ 
ral Illinois and many of them are engaged in the 
hazardous occupation of providing food and liber 
to the people of our state and nation,” said Earl 
Struck, president and CEO of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. “By working together 
all of the utilities in Illinois can present these safety 
messages more efficiently, effectively and economi¬ 
cally than they could by themselves. We’re also 
grateful to the University of Illinois for their lead¬ 
ership and involvement.” 

If you would like more information about 
safety programs or SafeElectricity.org, please con¬ 
tact your electric cooperative. 
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Summer storms, winter storms, or storms in general - they all 
have one thing in common, power outages. You don’t like them 
and we certainly don’t like them either. 

Outages are unpredictable. They can plunge an area into total 
darkness, or only cause the lights to go dim and stay that way. 
This dimming effect is the worst type of outage. It indicates low- 
voltage power coming into your home. This low voltage is extremely 
hard on electric motors. When this condition occurs, dis¬ 
connect or shut off any appliance or motor. 

Unless a tornado is the cause, summer outages 
tend to be local and short-lived. Most important is to 
ensure that your electronic appliances will not be dam¬ 
aged by a voltage surge when power is restored. Be sure 
to unplug computers, VCRs, telephones, especially cordless 
type and any answering machines. 

You can make your next extended outages a little more bear¬ 
able if you keep the following on hand and easily accessible: 
• Something to provide illumination - candles, lanterns, flash¬ 

lights 
• Food that can be grilled 
• Battery-powered radio 
• Wind-up alarm clock 
• Plastic jugs for potable water 

If a long-term outage occurs, frozen food can be prolonged with 
dry ice. Check the telephone directory for local suppliers. 

By following these suggestions, the summer outages can be 
easier to cope with. Think ahead and plan for any emergency. Re¬ 
member to stay calm. Your electricity will be restored as quickly as 
possible. 

cDonough Power is encouraging you to remember “Peak 
90” June 1 - September 15. We are requesting 
McDonough Power members to use major appliances or 

equipment before 12 noon or after 10 p.m. This helps control our 
peak demand and allows us to pass that savings on to you. 

How to cope 
with a Summer 
outage 

<N 
00 

Remember 
“Peak 90” 

Complete LP gas sales & service 

Trained personnel on call 24 hours 

Budget billing 

Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs 

Complete line of water heaters 

Forklift cylinder delivery service 

Complete LP gas distribution systems 

Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3101 or (217) 743-5215 or (309) 833-2101 or 
(800) 635-2085 (800) 213-1402 (800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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MCDONOUGH POWER COOPERATIVE 
is now offering Business and Residential 

long distance phone service 
Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 

utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The Nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 
24 hours a day - 7 days a week 

plus 6 seconds increment billing 
• Free To Join • Free 800 Number 4.90 - 6.90 
• No Monthly Fees per minute - no fees 
• Major Carrier • Free calling cards 13.90 per 
• No Monthly Premiums minute (No surcharge) 
• No Term Agreements • NO CODES TO DIAL 

McDonough Power Cooperative is offering long distance tele¬ 
phone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long 
distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. As you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of 
Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out of state in the 
continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. 
Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day - 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, PO. Box 352, Macomb, II 61455 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

Name_ 
Street_ 
City  

Social Security Number_ 

State 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( )_ 
Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 
Current Carrier 

( ). 

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of cards Requested, 
800 Service: □ New U Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature, Date 
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McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative’s 
Annual 

Meeting 

Democratic 
Member 
Control 

SL Louis 
Rams back 
in Macomb 
fore1*1 year 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
The power of hunum connections 

7:00 p.m. Monday, August 20, 2001 
Fellheimer Auditorium, Macomb Jr./Sr. High School 
1525 South Johnson St., Macomb Illinois 

• Election of Directors - Report of Officers and President 
• $5 will be credited to September bill for registering 
• Drawings for ten $10 credits on September energy bill 
• $25 name-a-minute drawing 
• Drawing for a $250.00 credit on power bill 

You must be present to win prize drawings! 

6:30 p.m. - Keel Clemmens, Pianist 

8:00 - Meth Lab Awareness, Sgt. Michael Inman of the Illinois 
State Police 

Cooperatives are democratic organizations controlled by their 
members, who actively participate in setting policies and 
making decisions. The elected representatives are account¬ 

able to the membership. In electric cooperatives, members have 
equal voting rights (one vote per member). 

The Superbowl 34 Champions, 
the St. Louis Rams, are back 
in Macomb for their training. 

We are pleased to have them 
back in the area. 

Show your support to 
this great team by going to 
Will’s fields and watching them practice 
They will be in Macomb from July 25th 

through August 10th. 

/ McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Touchstone 
Energy® 
balloon 
back in 

Macomb 

It soars high in the vast blue skies, proclaiming the Touchstone 
Energy name that electric cooperatives across the country have 
developed to represent their lofty business values. 
The Touchstone Energy Balloon may be seen for a second time 

in our area during the 15th Annual Macomb Balloon Rally, to be 
held September 7-9. We invite McDonough Power members to come 
out and see this beautiful 72-foot tall balloon. You can be assured 
that seeing the Touchstone Energy logo displayed on this colorful 
balloon will have a lasting impression in your memory. 

The Touchstone Energy Balloon received a lot of positive pub¬ 
licity at last year’s Rally, and we are proud to have the balloon in 
Macomb this year too. 

The Touchstone Energy Balloon is piloted by an excellent group 
of pilots. Cheri White, an attorney and young mother from Hous¬ 
ton, Texas, is the main pilot. Cheri was the 1999 Women’s National 
Champion. Alternate pilots are Sam Edwards, who has competed 
in 21 National Championships and 3 World Championships, and 
Bill Arras, the 1999 World Hot Air Balloon Champion. 

ALERT SECURITY 
2 Special Packages 

Fire Package Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 2 - Door Sensors 
$149.00 plus tax installed 1 - Motion Sensor 

$149.00 plus tax installed' 
All equipment is wireless and made in the U.S.A. 

Just 3 cents per hour protects your loved ones. 
(Based on a quarterly payment of $62.52 - 36-month contract required) 

/^HTALERT SECURITY 
( & ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

Call Tom Wright toll free at (877) 502-5378 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

• Complete LP gas sales & service • Complete line of water heaters 

• Trained personnel on call 24 hours • Forklift cylinder delivery service 

• Budget billing • Complete LP gas distribution systems 

• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs • Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3103 or (217) 743-5215 or (309) 833-2101 or 
(800) 635-2085 (800)213-1402 (800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
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The power above can strike you down - Electricity is something 
you can’t see, smell or hear. The power lines running down our 
streets and roads are innocendy quiet. But electricity is always 

looking for a path to ground (earth) and you do not want to be part of 
that path! Your equipment should remain clear of a 10-foot safety 
zone below and to either side of overhead power lines. 

Modern farming and industry operations require the use of large 
complex machinery. Watch for overhead power lines, utility poles and 
guy wires, and avoid any contact. Before you say, "It couldn’t happen 
to me,” remember that each year people just like you are killed be¬ 
cause of carelessness around electric power lines. To prevent serious 
accidents, learn and practice the following safety steps. 
• Locate - Make sure that all personnel know the location of under¬ 

ground and overhead power lines. Instructions should be issued 
on ways to avoid them when digging or moving equipment. Make 
sure everyone understands that any contact with these lines cre¬ 
ates a path to the ground for electricity and carries the potential 
for a serious, even fatal accident. To have your utilities located, call 
JULIE at (800) 892-0123 and also remember to call McDonough 
Power Cooperative at (309) 833-2101. 

• Ladders Conduct - When you are carrying metal ladders, long 
boards, pipes, or poles, remember to be on the alert for any overhead 
lines in the way. When you’re on a roof making repairs, cleaning gut¬ 
ters, or working on an antenna, be alert for any power lines within 
reach. Identify potential hazards before starting any job. 

• Check Equipment Height - To prevent accidental contact, every¬ 
one should know the height of their equipment in relation to the 
height of the overhead power lines. Any contact between the lines 
and equipment might be deadly. It is an OSHA rule that equipment 
must stay at least 10 feet away from energized overhead power 
lines. 

• Moving Help - Avoid moving large pieces of equipment alone. Have 
someone assist you when moving equipment anywhere near power 
lines. When working with equipment that extends above normal 
truck height, look overhead and make sure that you are not close 
to electric lines. Equipment must stay at least 10 feet away from 
energized power lines. If power lines are close, delay the work un¬ 
til you can get assistance from qualified electric utility personnel. 

• Hazardous Winds - Beware of wind-swaying power lines coming into 
contact with equipment, hoist lines, or loads. Tall equipment can 
also be difficult to control during windy conditions and may blow 
into power lines. 

• Downed Lines Can Kill - After an accident or during storms, stay 
away from all downed lines and keep others away until power sup¬ 
plier personnel arrive. Do not attempt to move a downed line with 
any object because high voltage can turn ropes, boards, branches, 
etc., into a deadly conductor of electricity. 

• Escaping a Vehicle - If contact is made while you are on or in the 
equipment, remain calm and stay on or in the equipment or ve¬ 
hicle and call for help. Ask someone to call the power supplier, 
and a lineman will be sent to disconnect the power. If no one is 
around to help and an emergency such as a fire forces you to leave 
the equipment, jump free of the equipment to the ground and shuffle 
away in small steps to keep your feet at near equal voltages. A large 
difference in voltage between both feet could kill you. Be sure that 
at no time you or anyone touches the equipment and the ground at 
the same time. Never should the occupants simply step out of the 
vehicle - they must jump clear. 

Look up 
and live 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 
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Nominating 
committee 

report 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, the members of the nominating com¬ 
mittee met at Cerar’s Barnstormer in Monmouth, June 28, 
2001 at 7:00 p.m. to nominate candidates for election as 

directors at the McDonough Power Cooperative’s next annual meet¬ 
ing of members to be held at 7:00 p.m., Monday, August 20, 2001. 

The following members were present: 

Don Chipman 
J. Preston Allen 
Keith Waller 
Sue Bradford 

Keela Woolam 
Lauren Still 
Roger Allaman 
Jay Sappington 

Leon Solomon 
Sheridan Miller 
Andy Riggins 

The committee selected the following nominees to be candidates 
for directors to serve for a three year term and be elected at the 
annual meeting: 

District 1 - Michael Cox 

District 3 - William J. Pollock 

District 7 - Mark Anderson 

Any 15 or more members acting together may make other nomi¬ 
nations by petition. Additional nominations for directors may be 
made from the floor at the meeting. 

Andy Riggins, Chairman 
Dated: June 28, 2001 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are 

coming back with great comments on their first months' billings 
from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. With an in¬ 
state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state 
calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! That’s 
with no monthly service charge, no minimums, and no 
extra numbers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- num¬ 
ber for incoming long distance calls at the same low rates! 
This plan is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed 
application is required to be submitted through McDonough 
Power. Send in the application below to start your OWN sav¬ 
ings plan on long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.O. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City_ 

Social Security Number_ 

State 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( )_ 

Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature_ Date 
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Two 
students 

represent 
cooperative 

in 
Washington 

The students participating in this years Youth to 
Washington tour are pictured here with Congressman 
Lane Evans on Capitol Hill. From left: Congressman 
Evans, Lindsay Gray and Scott Greuel. 

cDonough Power Cooperative sent two students on the an¬ 
nual Youth to Washington tour. During the week of June 
15-22, participating students visited Washington D.C. to 

learn about their government. Lindsay Gray of Macomb and Scott 
Greuel of Industry were selected as participants based on their 
academic and community leadership qualities. 

John Freitag, operations manager at the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives and coordinator of the program states, “The 
electric cooperatives started this program in 1958 as a way to rec¬ 
ognize young leaders, reward them and introduce them to their 
government in action. After 42 of these youth trips to Washington, 
the goal of our program remains the same; and we’re pleased to 
recognize some of rural Illinois’ best and brightest young people 

through this program.” 
Students were able to meet and converse with 

their local congressmen at a Capitol Hill lun¬ 
cheon. They also met Senator Dick Durbin 
on the steps of the U.S. Capitol. In addition, 
they visited Arlington National Cemetery, the 
National Cathedral, the Supreme Court, the 
Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, the Newseum, the 
Roosevelt and Lincoln Memorials, the Wash¬ 
ington Monument and a number of other his¬ 
torical sites. This event is sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 
Fifty-four rural Illinois youth leaders were se¬ 
lected for the trip. 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Thank you! • Thank you! • Thank you! 
would like to say a big “Thank You” to those members 

who made our 64th annual meeting on August 20th a big 
success. Look for pictures and articles in the next issue of 

Illinois Country Living. 

Labor Day closing 
McDonough Power and MPC Energy will 

be closed on Monday, September 3 in obser¬ 
vance of Labor Day. We will reopen at 8:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, September 4. 

SEPTEMBER 2001 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 

CO 

'e
m

be
rs

’ E
co

no
m

ic
 P

a
rt

ic
ip

a
tio

n
 •

 M
em

be
rs

’ E
co

no
m

ic
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

io
n 

• 
M

em
be

rs
’ E

co
no

m
ic

 P
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
• 

M
em

be
rs

’E
co

no
m

ic
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

io
n 



Don’t risk 
your life 

this fall 

McDonough 
Power 

Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson 

Street 

PO. Box 352 Macomb, 

Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 

8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

E-mail address: 

mcdonpr@macomb.com 

Whether your fall chores include raking leaves, trimming 
trees, planting shrubs or cleaning gutters, it is important 
to remember that the electricity inside your home comes 

from outside your home via transformers, utility poles and over¬ 
head or buried cables. 

The National Electrical Safety Foundation (NESF) offers these 
fall electrical safety tips for “winterizing” your home and yard: 
• When planting in your yard, make sure you leave at least 10 
feet of space around ground level transformers. 
• Leave three feet of accessible space in front of your electric 
meter or around your electric pedestal. 

• If you’re not sure where or if electrical cables or other under¬ 
ground utilities are located on your property, call your local 
utility company before you do any digging. 
• Be especially careful not to let ladders or trimmers come 
in contact with overhead wires. 

Fall is also a great time of year to check your home 
for electrical safety. Keep these tips in mind: 

• Avoid overloading outlets, and never force a plug into an 
outlet if it doesn’t fit. 

• Don't run electrical cords under rugs or carpets. If they over¬ 
heat, they could cause a fire. 

• Don’t use appliances with frayed, cut or damaged cords; they 
can cause a shock or fire. 
• Water and electricity don’t mix. Don’t place any electrical ap¬ 
pliances where they might come in contact with water. 
• Schedule an electrical inspection if you don’t know when your 
last inspection was or if it’s been several years. A safety inspection 
by a licensed electrical contractor or inspector will help ensure 
the safety of your home and identify areas for improvement. 

So as you prepare your home this fall for “a long winter’s 
nap,” keep electrical safety in mind and enjoy the fall 
season! 

kNERGY. INC, MM® ^IMS I Sj 

• Complete LP gas sales & service • Complete line of water heaters 

• Trained personnel on call 24 hours • Forklift cylinder delivery service 

• Budget billing * Complete LP gas distribution systems 

• Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs • Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3103 or (217) 743-5215 or (309) 833-2101 or 
(800) 635-2085 (800) 213-1402 (800) 381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 
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Extension cords can be job savers if the power cord on the 
electrical appliance or tool you’re using isn’t long enough to 
reach the nearest outlet. 

Using extension cords properly is crucial to your safety, says 
the National Electrical Safety Foundation, which recommends the 
following tips for safe usage: 
• Use extension cords on a temporary basis, not as permanent 
wiring. 
• Do not use extension cords that are cut or damaged. Touching 
even a single exposed strand can give you an electric shock or 
burn. 
• Never use three-prong plugs with outlets that only have two 
slots for the plug. Don’t cut off the ground pin to force a fit. This 
defeats the purpose of a three-prong plug and could lead to an 
electrical shock. 
• A ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) can be plugged or 
installed into an outlet to protect against electrical shock. GFCIs 
are products designed to prevent serious injury or death from 
electrical shock by detecting ground faults at very low levels. 

Crawling around your attic or basement may not be your 
idea of how to spend a beautiful summer or fall day. How¬ 
ever, a simple check of these areas may help you save real 

money when cold weather arrives. And while you’re at it, remem¬ 
ber to check any crawl spaces and the foundation of your home. 

Attic - Remember that vents must be left open to allow moisture 
to escape from the attic. Therefore, adequate ceiling insulation is 
a necessity. Carefully examine the insulation. How much, and what 
type of insulation do you have? Make written notes, so that if you 
need to talk to “energy experts” at your electric co-op about im¬ 
provements, you can tell them what is currently installed. 

Basement - When the basement is used for purposes other than 
storage, the walls and windows should be insulated. If the base¬ 
ment is used only for storage, the ductwork and the floor above 
should be insulated and the basement left unheated. 

Crawl space vents - Vents should be closed during the winter 
unless the furnace is in the crawl space or there is a moisture 
problem. If vents cannot be closed, insulated panels can be in¬ 
serted. Vents may remain closed during the summer if there is no 
moisture problem. 

Mobile home and manufactured housing foundations - Insu¬ 
lated skirting should be installed to reduce airflow and raise the 
temperature below the structure. 

Basement foundations (houses) - A warm basement space pro¬ 
vides warmer floors above. Most basements are primarily heated 
by the heat lost from the furnace and ductwork. Heat loss from 
the basement is just as expensive as heat loss from an upstairs 
room. To reduce heat loss, install storm windows, caulk the sill 
joint and insulate the basement walls. 

Extending 
electrical 
safety 

Look for 
lost energy 
dollars in 
your attic 
and 
basement 

Csl 
CO 
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2 Special Packages 
Fire Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 
$149.00 plus tax installed 

Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Door Sensors 
1 - Motion Sensor 
$149.00 plus tax Installed 

All equipment is wireless and made in the U.S.A. 

Just 3 cents per hour protects your loved ones. 
(Based on a quarterly payment of $62.52 - 36-month contract required) 

/fl ALERT SECURITY 
( W&m & ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

Call Tom Wright toll free at (877) 502-5378 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are 

coming back with great comments on their first months’ billings 
from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. With an in¬ 
state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state 
calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! That’s 
with no monthly service charge, no minimums, and no 
extra numbers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- num¬ 
ber for incoming long distance calls at the same low rates! 
This plan is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed 
application is required to be submitted through McDonough 
Power. Send in the application below to start your OWN sav¬ 
ings plan on long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

\ 1 

| Name   Social Security Number  

I Street  Estimated Monthly Usage  

' City State Zip Current Carrier  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

I Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

| 800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
| for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
| application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

I Customer Signature Date 
I    1 
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Members of McDonough Power Cooperative, Macomb, re-elected 
three area men to three-year terms on the co-op's board of direc¬ 
tors at the organization’s annual meeting Monday, August 20, in 

Macomb. Michael Cox of Macomb, William J. Pollock of Colchester and 
Mark Anderson of Roseville were re-elected. 

Board Chairman Stan Prox of 
Macomb said deregulation of the elec¬ 
tric utility industry has many con¬ 
sumers asking questions. “Today 
when you flip a switch you never 
question whether it will come on,” 
said Prox. “Some worry that this 
may not be the case one day soon, as 
deregulation changes the way electric 
utilities operate.” 

California, the first state to en¬ 
act deregulation, has had rolling 
blackouts, skyrocketing power costs 
and utilities facing bankruptcy, said 
Prox. Illinois' version of deregulation 
is more pragmatic and is being 
phased in. Cooperatives and munici¬ 
pal utilities, as consumer owned and 
locally controlled utilities, can take 
a wait and see position on deregula¬ 
tion. “If they can prove to us that all 
4,800-plus members would benefit, 
we would consider opting in,” said 
Prox. "This is your cooperative. Your 

vote and your voice counts. Your directors 
are very open to your thoughts on deregu¬ 
lation.” 1121D9-1052B 

Dickson L. Dunsworth, president/CEO, 
said the price of electricity in California 
went from $30 a megawatt-hour to as high 
as $9,000. “It is just crazy, but it won’t 
happen in Illinois,” said Dunsworth. “We 
will watch and see what mistakes others 
make. I think most of the electric co-ops in 
Illinois are going to do that.” 

In the mean time, McDonough Power is 
forging ahead with its diversification into 

new services. Dunsworth updated the members on the co-op’s propane, 
security, long distance and surge protection services. He also told the 
members that the co-op is looking seriously at providing fuel cells in the 
future. Fuel cells, which provide power to NASA’s space shuttles, could 
one day soon provide power to a home far from the nearest power lines. 

(Continued on page 16b) 

Stan Prox (left) and Dick 
Dunsworth (above) spoke to 
members about the changes 
their cooperative will face during 
deregulation. Sgt. Mike Inman 
(below) warned members about 
the byproducts of meth labs that 
are in their area. 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Deregulation 

primary topic 

at annual 
meeting 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 
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Cooperative employees Babs 
Lawyer and Scott Traser register one 
of the 202 members attending the 
meeting. 

Tom Wright Of Alert Security (center) 
explained the new service to a member 
as Dick Dunsworth looks on. 

Rep. Richard P. Myers, R-95 
Colchester (right) talks to John D. 
McMillan, attorney for McDonough 
Electric (center) and Michael 
Hastings of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

(Continued from page 16a) 
McDonough Power has joined other cooperatives to form 
Energy Co-Opportunity (ECO) to test and then market 
fuel cells. 544A2-270A 

Also to prepare for deregulation, McDonough 
Power has joined an alliance of 560 other electric coop¬ 
eratives called Touchstone Energy®. Touchstone Energy 
cooperatives are consumer-owned electric utilities, com¬ 
mitted to providing superior service based on four core 
principles: integrity, accountability, innovation and com¬ 

mitment to the com¬ 
munity. 

As part of its 
commitment to the 
rural community it 
serves, McDonough 
Power had Sergeant 
Mike Inman of the Il¬ 
linois State Police 
talk to the members 
about the dangers of 
methamphetamine 
lab by-products that 
are being discarded 
in rural areas. Many 
of the products used 
to make the drug 
look innocent and 
can be purchased at 
local discount 

stores, but they contain very hazardous materials. For 
example, discarded gas cans and empty starter fluid 
cans may have toxic leftovers like hydrogen chloride, 
which in very small amounts can kill. “We need your 
help and we don’t want you to become a victim,” said 
Inman. 

McDonough Power Cooperative serves some 
4,800 members over 1,376 miles of line in all or parts 
of Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Knox, McDonough, 
Schuyler and Warren Counties. 

ALERT SECURITY 
2 SPECIAL PACKAGES 

Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 
2- Door Sensors 
1 - Motion Sensor 
$149.00plus tax installed 

All equipment is wireless and made in the U.S.A. 
Just 3 cents per hour protects your loved ones. 

(Based on a quarterly payment of $62.52 - 36-month contract required) 

Fire Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 
$149.00 plus tax installed 

Al 
&l 

■ ■ w 
An Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

ALERT SECURITY CallTom Wrighttolltreeat(Sn) 502-5378 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. lllinois License #

 127-001022 
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$250 GRAND PRIZE Jerry & Betty Nelson 

$25 CREDITS William Bunt 
Mildred Fentem 
Eugene Hobby 
Bruce A. Prueter 

$10 CREDITS Harold Anderson 
Delmar Deems 
Leroy Dunn 
Floyd McCullough 
Roger Myers 
Jerry Payne 
Richard Robinson 
Edward Skiles 
Mel Toland 
Tranquil Gardens 

McDonough " 
Power Annual 
Meeting Prize 
winners 

®*very month we will be printing four member’s map location 
numbers in this newsletter. If you find your map location 

^^■number, call the McDonough Power office by the 25th of the 
month, tell us where it is and we will give you a $10.00 credit on 
your electric bill. Keep on reading the Watts New. 527SG16-950A 

Map location 
contest 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are com¬ 

ing back with great comments on their first months’ billings from the 
Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. With an in-state long 
distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state calls at 6.9 
cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! That’s with no 
monthly service charge, no minimums, and no extra num¬ 
bers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- number for in¬ 
coming long distance calls at the same low rates! This plan 
is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed application is 
required to be submitted through McDonough Power. Send 
in the application below to start your OWN savings plan on 
long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.0. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

r ~i 

Name Social Security Number  

Street Estimated Monthly Usage  

City State Zip Current Carrier  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval 
of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

I Customer Signature 
i : 

Date 
J 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

OFFICE CLOSING 
We will be closed the following dates in November: 

Monday, November 12, Veterans Day 
Thursday and Rriday November 22 & 23 for Thanksgiving. 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Stan Prox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Here comes another Thanksgiving with football 
games and the fixings. The folks at 

McDonough Power Cooperative want to re¬ 
mind you of the real meaning of this holi¬ 
day - to say “thanks.” 

McDonough Power Cooperative says 
thanks to all their employees and board 

members who work hard to fulfill the co-op’s 
mission. And their business associates and 

neighbors throughout the community 
deserve a big thank you as well. 
And, of course, the folks at 
McDonough Power Cooperative want 

to thank all of their member-owners whose involvement and sup¬ 
port help them do their jobs better. 

Everyone at McDonough Power Cooperative hopes you and your 
family have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 4217C1-570C Fuses and circuit breakers are the safety valves of your electri¬ 

cal circuits and are located in your main service panel. The 
two most common causes of fuse blowout and circuit breaker 

trips are: 
• Overload. Too many appliances, tools or lights may be on the 

circuit. Overloads usually can be corrected by disconnecting 
one or more of the devices in use at the time of the interruption. 

• Short Circuit. A short circuit is an electrical fault in your wiring 
or in a piece of equipment that is connected to it. Call your 
electrician to locate and correct the problem. Common causes 
of shorts are frayed cords or damaged plugs. Any time you spot 
a frayed cord or damaged plug, have it repaired immediately. 

To replace a blown fuse 
• Be sure no water is on the wall or floor near the service 

panel. 
• Turn off the main switch or remove the main fuse, thus 

cutting off all the current to your home and assuring 
your safety while you change other fuses. 

• Unscrew the burned-out fuse. The scorched or dis- 
(Continued on page 16b) 

Thanksgiving 

Why fuses 
blow, and 

what to do 
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(Continued from page 16a) colored face of the fuse makes it easy to spot. 
• Screw in a new fuse of the proper size. The size - 15, 20, 25 or 

30 amps - is printed on the face. DO NOT replace with a fuse of 
larger capacity. 

• Turn the main switch back on or replace the main fuse. That’s all. 

To restore a tripped circuit breaker 
• Many homes and apartments today have circuit breakers in¬ 

stead of fuses. Instead of blowing out when trouble develops, a 

lever, which looks much like a light switch, trips from ON to, or 

toward, OFE thus breaking the circuit. 

To restore service: 
• Be sure no water is on the wall or floor near the service panel. 

• Move the lever all the way to OFF and then to ON, just as if you 

were moving a light switch. 

• If the breaker immediately trips to OFF again, disconnect the 

appliances or lights that were on when service was interrupted. 

Usually this will eliminate the overload and help you isolate a 

faulty appliance, if there is one. 

• Reset the lever again, and the job is finished. 748C9-606C 

Welcome new 
members! 

Neil Ackers 
Josh Cameron 
Mark Dial 
John Gage 
Chris Haney 
Lindi Kocher 
Jeffrey D. Nelson 
Patrick Peck 
Stacie Shannon 
Roger Swank 
Robin Zoss 

August 
Nasser Alalwan 
George Clemens 
Keith Ellis 
Jerry E. Glattfelt 
Jay Huddleston 
Karin Kostizen 
Leonard R. Nelson 
Stephanie Piper 
Aimee Shouse 
Steve E. Swanson 

Shana Barrett 
Kari Daniels 
Donna J. Flynn 
Tonya Goddard 
Ricky Kemble 
David Lueck 
Michael Newsad 
Tom Riedel 
Todd Sprinkle 
Lindsey Wiles 

Fire Package Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 2 - Door Sensors 
$149.00 plus tax installed 1 - Motion Sensor 

$149.00 plus tax installed 
All equipment is wireless and made in the U.S.A. 

Just 3 cents per hour protects your loved ones. 
(Based on a quarterly payment of $62.52 - 36-month contract required) 

AI rnT orpi |D|TV An lll'no's ^ectnc Cooperative Member-Owned Business 
ALtm otUUnll T call Tom Wright toll free at (877) 502-5378 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. Illinois License # 127-001022 

ALERT SECURITY 
2 SPECIAL PACKAGES 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ NOVEMBER 2001 



WHY YOUR BILLS CAN VARY 
Your electric bills probably follow uniform patterns from year 

to year. You’ll have low months at certain times of the year. Many 
people find that their bills go down in the moderate-weather 
months of spring and fall. By the same token, you’ll have higher 
bills at certain times of year. If you’re home for the winter holi¬ 
days, your electric usage, and your bill, probably will go up. Most 
months, though, you’ll have what you could consider an average 
bill for you and your household. 

If you get a bill that surprises you, there’s probably a good 
explanation. Our customers have found that there are many 
causes for variations in use and cost of electric service. 

FIGHTING THE WEATHER 
Winter can make you bundle up - and plug in. Cold weather 

means turning up the heat, running furnace fans, humidifiers, 
roof and gutter heating cables, vehicle engine heaters outside, 
and supplemental area heaters inside. Hot weather means turn 
ing on the air conditioner and fans and placing more demands 
on refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers, washers and dryers. 

ADAPTING TO NEW LIFESTYLES 
Your bill will change if your family grows, if you enter 

tain more or if you have more houseguests. More people in the 
home means heavier energy use. A new baby greatly increases 
water-heating needs. 

The age and condition of appliances affects cost of opera¬ 
tion. Even new appliances can need adjusting. 

The length of the billing period also affects your bill. In gen¬ 
eral, for every day that goes by after the 5th of the month (when 
you need to read your meter), your energy increases by 3 percent. 

And, yes, leaving lights or small appliances on unnecessarily 
wastes electricity and raises your bill. 91E19B2-464B 

VACATIONS CAN FOOL YOU 
‘Many of our customers have learned, somewhat to their surprise, 

that vacations don’t save them any money on their electricity bill. 
(Continued on page 16d) 

You and 
your bill 

MPC ENERGY, INC 
Complete LP gas sales & service 

Trained personnel on call 24 hours 

Budget billing 

Tanks of all sizes and types to fit your needs 

Complete line of water heaters 

Forklift cylinder delivery service 

Complete LP gas distribution systems 

Gas grill sales 

Just give us a call at: 
BLANDINSVILLE DENVER MACOMB 

(309) 652-3103 or (217) 743-5215 or (309) 833-2101 or 
(800)635-2085 (800)213-1402 (800)381-2101 

Propane cylinders and motor homes filled at all three locations 

CS) 
co 
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Let us count our blessings during this Thanksgiving season • Let us count our blessings during this Thanksgiving season 

(Continued from page 16c) 

Map location 
contest 

While you’re away, your refrigerator, water heater, freezer, per¬ 
haps your furnace and the like are still running. Also, your vacation 
might not coincide exactly with a billing period, so any savings from 
decreased use of the toaster, iron and oven will be spread over two 
bills. And don’t forget that you probably used extra energy while get¬ 
ting ready for vacation - for example, by washing, drying and iron¬ 
ing extra clothes - and you’ll probably use extra power while putting 
things away when you return. 

ENJOYING NEW CONVENIENCES 
New appliances and tools can mean increasing your energy con¬ 

sumption. You might have added an air conditioner, a space heater 
or a freezer to stock with the bounty from your garden or fishing 
trips. You might have put a new TV in the bedroom or another re¬ 
frigerator in the rec room. You might have enhanced your outdoor 
lighting or supplied your garage with electricity. Any of these items 
can affect your electricity bill. 6415B9-226B Every month we will be printing four member’s map location 

numbers in this newsletter. If you find your map location num¬ 
ber, call the McDonough Power office by the 25th of the month, 

tell us where your name appears and we will give you a $10 credit 
on your electric bill. Keep on reading Watts New. 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are com¬ 

ing back with great comments on their first months’ billings from the 
Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. With an in-state long 
distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state calls at 6.9 
cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! That’s with no 
monthly service charge, no minimums, and no extra num¬ 
bers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- number for in¬ 
coming long distance calls at the same low rates! This plan 
is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed application is 
required to be submitted through McDonough Power. Send 
in the application below to start your OWN savings plan on 
long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.O. Box 352, Macomb, II61455 

 Social Security Number  Name_ 

Street_ 

City  State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested 

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( )_ 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval 
of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature, Date 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. —5 p.m. • E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Office 
Closing 

McDonough Power 
Cooperative, MPC 
Energy and Alert 
Security will be 

closed the follow¬ 
ing days in obser¬ 

vance of the 
Christmas and 

New Year holiday. 
We wish our mem¬ 
bers and the entire 
community a safe 

and wonderful 
holiday season! 

Tuesday, 
December 25 
and Tuesday, 

DIRECTORS 
Jerry Riggins, Chairman 

Michael Cox, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Steve Youngquist 

Howard Butler 
Jetfrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

uj yf'eeumqjmm the 

Wirectom and emhlouees of 

ffcTdonouah Sower Goohemtioe 

ct:f/SG one/Hy/ 

Directors 
Jerry Riggins, chairperson 

Michael Cox, vice chairperson 
Mark Anderson, secretary 

Steve Lynn, treasurer 
Howard Butler 

Jeff Moore 
Bill Pollock 
Stan Prox 

Steve Youngquist 
John McMillan, attorney 

McDonough Power employees 
Dickson Dunsworth, president-CEO 

Doug Bear 
Dawn Beck 

Gary Budreau 
Lynn Cavett 
Frank Fay 

Debbie Fowler 
Ike Hinton 
Gabe Jones 
Babs Lawyer 
Pete Lucas 

Elmer Nelson 
Tim Norton 
Ron Paulsen 
Lynn Purdy 
Cynthia Rigg 
Scott Traser 
Jim Wilson 

Alert Security employee 
Tom Wright 

MPC Energy employees 
Joel Theis, manager 

Sean Blue 
Bill Eddington 

Swede Hendrickson 
Mary Jane Pollock 

Gary Rampley 
Jerry Ross 

Allen Sheffler 
Denise Swanson 

Mike Vincent 
Lee Woodside 
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One Snowy 
Christmas 

Eve 

Ttoas the night before Christmas and out on the ranch 
The pond was frozen over and so was the branch 

The snow was piled up belly deep to a mule; 
The kids were all home on vacation from school. 

And happier young folks you never did see. 
Just sprawled around a-watching TV. 

Then suddenly some time around eight o’clock 
The power went off, the TV went dead! 

When Grandpa came in from out in the shed 
With an armload of wood, the house was all dark, 

“Just what I expect,” they heard him remark 
“Them McDonough Power lines must be down from the snow 

Seems sorter like times on the ranch long ago.” 
“I’ll hunt up some candles,” said Mom, “With their light 

And the fireplace I reckon we’ll make out all right.” 
The teenagers all seemed enveloped in gloom, 

Then Grandpa came back from a trip to his room. 
Uncased his old fiddle and started to play 

That old Christmas song about bells on a sleigh. 
Mom started to sing, and the first thing they knew 

Both Pop and the kids were all singing it too! 
They sang Christmas carols, they sang “Holy Night,” 

Their eyes all a-shining in the ruddy firelight. 
They played some charades Mom recalled from her youth. 

And Pop read a passage from God’s Book of Truth. 
They stayed up till midnight and would you believe 

Those youngsters agreed ‘twas a fine Christmas Eve! 
Grandpa rose early, sometime before dawn. 

And when the kids awakened, the current was on. 
“McDonough Power sure got the line repaired quick,” 

Said Grandpa - and no one suspected his trick; 
Last night for the sake of some old-fashioned fun 

He had pulled the main switch - the old son-of-a-gun! 

author unknown 

ALERT 
2 SPECIAL PACKAGES 

ALERT SECURITY 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

Call Tom Wright toll free at (877) 502-5378 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

Security Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Door Sensors 
1 - Motion Sensor 
$149.00 plus tax Installed 

All equipment is wireless and made in the U.S.A. 
Just 3 cents per hour protects your loved ones. 

(Based on a quarterly payment of $62.52 - 36-month contract required) 

Fire Package 
1 - CPU Control Unit 
2 - Smoke Detectors 
$149.00 plus tax Installed 
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CO 
CO 

The holidays are a time for families and friends to gather near and 
far. Whether you are traveling out of town for Christmas or having 
your family into your home, there are many ways to make this an 
“energy efficient” holiday. Here are some great holiday tips. 

Going out of town 

• Heating. Lower your heating thermostat to 50 degrees since 
you won’t want to heat unoccupied areas of the house. We recom¬ 
mend a setting of no lower than 50 degrees due to the risk of 
frozen pipes in colder weather. HZ9OI"ID60ZII 

Home, 
sweet 

energy- 
efficient, 

home 
• Water heater. If you’re going to be away for more than 
three days, it pays to turn your water heater off. Turn 
your electric water heater off at the circuit breaker panel. 
Remember that you’ll need a few hours to heat the tank 
when you return. 

• Lighting. Install photocells or timers on lights for se¬ 
curity and energy conservation. Photocells will turn the 
lights on at dusk and turn them off at dawn. Timers will 
turn the lights on and off at the times you choose. You 
can purchase timers that plug into wall outlets at most 
hardware stores for $5 to $10. Fluorescent lights use far 
less electricity than incandescent, but may not work on 
photocell devices. 

• Waterbed. Unplug your waterbed heater, or lower the 
thermostat to 70 degrees when away from home seven 
days or more. Like water heaters, waterbeds will take 
time to warm back up. a£S0I'6V££II 

• Electronic equipment. Unplug your electronic equip¬ 
ment such as your VCR, television, computer and others 
as they draw power even when not in use. 

Fireplace use 

• Make sure the flue is clean and free of creosote. 
• Burn only dry, seasoned wood. 
• Don’t burn holiday wrappings or garbage. 
• Use a fireplace cover such as glass doors to reduce heat loss. 
Keep doors open during burning and closed when the fire dies 
down. 

Cooking and Baking 

• Plan your oven use to prepare as many meals and baked goods 
at one time as possible. 

• Cook with lids on pots. (Trapped steam cooks food faster.) 
• Keep vent fans running to reduce moisture build-up. 
• When baking, turn off the oven a few minutes before the dish 

is done. Let the stored heat do the rest. 

Decorating 

• Use strings of new miniature lights rather than old-fashioned 
higher wattage bulbs. They use less energy. 

• Use outdoor lights after sunset only and shut them off when 
you retire for the night. 

• Unplug lights when trees are being watered. 
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Welcome 
new 

members! 

September 

Steven & Lori Cairns 
Debby Chenoweth 
Joseph Cox 
Steven & Jennifer Douglas 
Debbie Ewing 
Mark & Paula Ferguson 
Alan Fugate 
Melanie Gregory 
Marty & Roberta Hanson 

Marvin & Karen Heck 
Ray & Becky Hietpas 
Richard D. Ischer 
Shane Kilburn 
Heather Kitch 
Dawn L. McMillan 
Jean Ann Nelson 
Mickey Oeth 
Ledena R. Paul 

Steven Ruebush 
S. Sadiq Shah 
Rhonda Simpson 
Ryan L. Skees 
Valerie Sprague 
Sharon Twaddle 
J. Wrobleski, Jr. 

Map 
location 
contest 

Every month we will be printing four member’s map location num¬ 
bers in this newsletter. If you find your map location number, call 
the McDonough Power office by the 25th of the month, tell us where 
it is and we will give you a $10 credit on your electric bill. Keep on 
reading the Watts New. VOOS'V6(I9IZl7 

Power Net Global/Qwest is a success 
The Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan Members are 

coming back with great comments on their first months’ billings 
from the Power Net Global/Qwest long distance plan. With an in¬ 
state long distance rate of just 4.9 cents/minute, and out-of-state 
calls at 6.9 cents/minute, the savings add up quickly! That’s 
with no monthly service charge, no minimums, and no 
extra numbers to dial. You can even get a FREE 800- num¬ 
ber for incoming long distance calls at the same low rates! 
This plan is available to anyone in Illinois, but a signed 
application is required to be submitted through McDonough 
Power. Send in the application below to start your OWN sav¬ 
ings plan on long distance calls! 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, P.0. Box 352, Macomb, II 61455 

Name Social Security Number  

Street Estimated Monthly Usage  

City State Zip Current Carrier  

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ Number of Cards Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

I Customer Signature Date 
l   1 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • RO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 

The power of human connections 
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Tampering with your electric service 

is illegal and dangerous 
Throughout the nation many people have 

come to believe that cheating the power com¬ 
pany is okay. They believe that since you can¬ 
not see the electricity it is fine to steal it. Some 
have come up with ingenious ways to reduce 
the accurate operation of a utility meter. Every 
method of tampering with wires, meters, or 
other service equipment which belong to a util¬ 
ity is a crime. Not only is tampering with an 
electric service a crime, but it can be extremely 
dangerous. 

The electric utility industry is concerned 
about this problem, not only from a lost rev¬ 
enue standpoint, but from the standpoint of 
safety. The electric service equipment is de¬ 
signed to be operated and maintained by 
qualified personnel who are trained to work 
on energized electric equipment. Tampering 
with any part of an electric service will expose 
an individual to live electrical parts. Contact 

Throw that snow 
A snow thrower can make quick work of 

cleaning a walk or driveway, but it’s only as 
good as the safety sense of its operator. So be¬ 
fore you start that engine, take some impor¬ 
tant safety precautions: 
• NEVER put your hand in a snow thrower to 

clear a clog. Always stop the engine and use 
a long stick to unclog the machine. 

• Always stop the engine if you need to make a 
repair or adjustment. 

• Keep hands and feet away from moving parts. 
• Never leave a running snow thrower unat¬ 

tended. If you need to leave it for more than 
a moment, shut off the engine. 

• Add fuel to the tank before starting the ma- 

with these parts can cause serious injury. The 
electric wires, meters, and other equipment 
that comprise an electric service are the prop¬ 
erty of the electric utility. 

Criminal law places stiff penalties on tam¬ 
pering and current diversion. Tampering with 
components of an electric service leaves a spe¬ 
cific trail of evidence that is quickly identified 
by trained personnel. 

The cooperative is concerned about trends 
in the utility industry which indicate tamper¬ 
ing is on the rise. Menard Electric Cooperative 
is comprised of members who also are the 
owners of the cooperative. Any theft of elec¬ 
tricity is a crime against you and your fellow 
members. The costs associated with theft of 
electricity is passed on to other members as 
part of the cost of doing business. The penalty 
in Illinois for utility meter tampering is up to 
six months in jail and a possible $500 fine. 

— carefully 
chine. Never add gasoline to 
a hot or running engine, and 
always add it to the snow 
thrower outdoors. 

• If you’re using an electric snow 
thrower with a power cord, 
be sure you know wh 
the cord is at all times. 

• Check the machine each 
time you use it before 
you start the engine. 

• Follow the manufacturer’s guidelines on care 
and maintenance. 

Source: U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission 

Clear Talk 
NOW OFFERING PAGING IN YOUR AREA! 

Feature Include: 
Numeric, Voice Mail, Internet Alpha Paging, 

Toll Free Numbers, Stock Market Quotes, and Commodities 

Don’t let this great opportunity pass you by! Please contact a 
Service Representative today, toll-free at 888-400-4600, ext. 100. 
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Member meetings planned 
As part of an ongoing program to keep the 

cooperative’s members informed about changes in 
the electric utility industry and the effect these 
changes may have on you, the cooperative's mem¬ 
bers, as well as other matters related to the 
cooperative’s policies, we have scheduled a series 
of meetings for the week of January 15, 2001. 

The main purpose of each meeting is to dis¬ 
cuss deregulation and the impact on the coopera¬ 
tive. As you may know, the Illinois Electric Service 
Customer and Rate Relief Law of 1997 restruc¬ 
tures the state’s electric utility industry and of¬ 
fers customers of investor owned utilities choices 
and competitive prices. 

In May 2002, all electric customers of Illinois 
investor-owned utilities will have an opportunity 

to choose electric suppliers. Electric cooperatives 
and municipal systems may elect to enter the com¬ 
petitive marketplace to offer their customers choice, 
but they are not required to participate. 

The cooperative’s Board and management 
would like you to attend one of these meetings to 
learn more about electric deregulation and the ef¬ 
fect on the members of Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. You will also have an opportunity to meet your 
local Board member(s), members of the 
cooperative’s staff, and have an opportunity to dis¬ 
cuss any other matters related to the operation of 
the cooperative. All meetings will start at 6:30 PM. 
Light refreshments will be served. Meetings have 
been scheduled as follows: 

Tuesday, January 16, 2001 - Sherman Athletic Club 
300 S. First St. 
Sherman, Illinois 

Wednesday, January 17, 2001 - Mason County Farm Bureau 
127 S. High St. 
Havana, Illinois 

Thursday, January 18, 2001 - St. Augustine Roman Catholic Church 
W. Main St. 
Ashland, Illinois 

Heating system health check-up 
It’s time to have your heating system checked 

and serviced by a qualified professional. No mat¬ 
ter what kind of system you have, a heating sys¬ 
tem check-up will ensure that it’s operating 
efficiently and safely before the first cold days ar¬ 
rive. 

That heating safety check should also include 
any portable heaters that you may be using. Make 
sure the cord to a portable electric heater is in 
good condition and that the switches and controls 

are all working properly. 
If you use a fireplace 

or wood stove during the 
winter, have the chim¬ 
ney cleaned and the flues 
checked out. Taking these 
simple steps now can help 
you stay comfortable — and safe — this winter. 

Source: National Electrical Safety Founda¬ 
tion Website 
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