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Dawn Gutmann Chosen 
to go to Australia 

A delegation of high school students from 
central Illinois has been selected by the 
People to People Student Ambassador 
Program to visit Australia this summer. 

Dawn Gutmann, daughter of Cooperative 
members David and Sue Gutmann of 
Winchester, earned acceptance as a 
Student Ambassador this fall. 

The Student Ambassador program is 
operated under the auspices of People to 
People International, a private sector 
program founded by President Eisenhower 
in 1956 to further international goodwill and 
understanding. 

Continued on next page. 

“Youth to Washington” 
Competition Offers Firsthand 

View of State and 
Federal Governments 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative has 
sponsored members’ children’s trips to 
Springfield and Washington for many years. 

This year, high school sophomores and 
juniors who fill out a “Youth Day 
Participation Form” will have the 
opportunity to participate in Youth Day in 
Springfield on Wednesday, April 4, 2001. 
Those forms are available from high school 
guidance counselors. 

Students traveling to Springfield will see the 
State Capitol, the Governor’s mansion and 
many of the Lincoln sites. 

Following interviews, two students will be 
granted all expenses paid trips to 
Washington and two will get half of the $850 
cost covered by the Cooperative. The 
judges’ decisions are based upon grades, 
participation in community activities and the 
students’ responses during the interviews. 

The week-long trip to Washington with 
students from across Illinois will begin on 
Friday, June 15, 2001, as the bus with good 
chaperones leaves Springfield. 

Continued on next page. 
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Continued from the preceding page. 

Australia Bound 

Dawn who is 17 and a junior at 
Winchester High School will be working 
hard to raise the funds necessary for the 
trip. Certainly, it will be the trip of a lifetime. 
She’ll stay with an Australian family and 
go to school. While the exact itinerary 
won’t be known until April, there will be 
opportunities to visit many exciting sites 
such as the Sydney Opera House, the 
Great Barrier Reef, Queensland and the 
Australian rain forest. Perhaps koalas in a 
eucalyptus forest. 

If you’d like to help with Dawn’s fund 
raising work, donations can be sent to the 
Dawn Gutmann Ambassador Trip Fund at 
the First State Bank of Winchester, One 
Northside Square, Winchester 62694. 

Dawn’s selection was based upon merit. 
Her successful completion will be based 
upon a great deal of hard work and the 
generosity of the community. 

Washington Bound 

Students from Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative’s service area will join 
students not only from Illinois but also 
from across the nation in Washington. 
The national program bringing young 
people to Washington began in 1957 
with the support of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

Many of the alumni of the program have 
gone on to leadership positions in our 
communities and government. Two 
current members of the Illinois General 
Assembly, State Representatives Tom 
Ryder and Art Tenhouse, are past 
members of the tour. 

Have your daughters and sons see their 
high school guidance counselors. 
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Kids’ Artwork Promotes Farm 
Safety 4 Just Kids 

The Western Illinois Farm Safety 4 Just Kids 
Chapter is sponsoring a poster contest this 
spring. 

The contest will be open to kids in 
kindergarten through sixth grade. The 
drawings here come from the Chapter’s 
2000 calendar promoting safety for kids. 

The drawings on the facing page from top 
to bottom were done by David Calvin while 
a fourth grade student in New Canton, 
Justine Mooney while a sixth grader in 
Pleasant Hill, and Tucker Moss while a first 
grader in Pittsfield. The one in the center 
was done by Britney Walker while a third 
grader also in New Canton, and the picture 
on the right was done by Brent Schulze 
while a sixth grader in Brussels. 

Entries in the poster contest should display 
safe farm practices for kids - such as 
keeping away from dangerous situations, 
and wearing helmets on bikes. 

Students may enter through their schools 
or may enter on their own by sending an 
entry to Anita Andress, Pike County Health 
Department, 113 East Jefferson Street, 
Pittsfield, Illinois 62363. 

Entries must be received by April 6. 
The designs will be judged on originality, 
creativity and the farm safety message. 

The winning design will be featured on the 
Farm Safety 4 Just kids 2001 Day Camp 
T-shirt, and the winner, in addition to a 
trophy and other recognition, will receive a 
$100 savings bond from Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative. 

The Farm Safety 4 Just Kids program is 
organized and sustained principally by 
Cindy Gerard who says, “Nothing raised 
on our farms is more valuable than our 
children. Our goal is to increase 
awareness of farm hazards and make the 
farm a safer place to live, work and play.” 
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It doesn’t get any better than this! 
When you sign up for 

Total Choice®, well give vou the equipment, and 
well install it for vou at no charge. 

You’ll get 100 channels with digital quality for only 
$31.99 a month, but you have to call now. This 

offer can be withdrawn at any time. 

1-800-713-4782 
Illinois Rural Telecommunications Co., 

a subsidiary of 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 
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International Rural Electric 
Sam Surratt, an Illinois Rural Electric 
lineman, got these pictures while working 
in San Raphael in the Dominican Republic. 
Charlie, the local lineman, is shown with 
his family, at the left. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 
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International Rural Electric 

Illinois Rural Electric is one of 800 electric 
cooperative members of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association which, 
among many other activities, operates the 
NRECA International Foundation. Last 
December was the first time someone from 
Illinois Rural Electric worked overseas. 
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The Foundation contracts with government 
agencies, such as the U.S. Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development to bring safe, reliable 
electric distribution systems to small cities and 
remote rural areas. One of the Foundation’s 
great strengths is our ability to let linemen, 
and potentially other personnel, help out for a 
couple of weeks every now and then. 



Sam Surratt, a journeyman lineman, worked 
for two weeks this past December in the 
Dominican Republic. He put in ten hour days, 
six days a week, working to replace the 
facilities serving San Raphael in the 
southeastern part of the island. 

The Foundation works in countries around 
the world with programs in Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Bangladesh and India, for 
example. 

“I sure hope that improving the electric system 
will make a difference in these peoples’ lives,” 
Sam said, “I’m sure it will. These people are so 
poor it’s hard to believe. I couldn’t believe how 
bad the system was, but we fixed a lot of it. 

“There’s a lot these people can learn from us, 
but we can also learn from them... For 
instance, how you can have so little and work 
so hard, and be so happy in your own 
community.” 
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Remembering Last December 

As we’ve probably said before, we prepare 
this material six weeks or so before you get 
it. So, as we write, it’s not yet Christmas. 

The weather has been awfully cold, and 
people have used a great deal more 
electricity than usual for December. Even if 
you don’t heat with electricity, you use 
more electricity to run fans or pumps to 
move heat around the house. 

No matter what you use to heat water, 
when the incoming water is colder, you’ll 
use more electricity. Then, too, these are 
some of the shortest days of the year, and 
we use more lighting. And, while they’re 
certainly worth it, Christmas lights add to 
your overall energy use. 

All this will lead to higher than usual electric 
bills around the time you get this magazine 
- at the beginning of February, we mail bills 
for electricity used in December. 

Surge Protection & 
Lightning Protection 

There’s no economical way we could build 
the electric system so that your electric 
equipment would be protected from 
everyday hazards like lightning. 

We can, however, install equipment at your 
meter socket which would protect motor 
driven equipment - pumps, refrigerators 
and the like. 

We also have “point of use” equipment to 
protect your electronic equipment - 
computers, televisions. 

Give us a call at 1-800-468-4732. 

Life Support Equipment Running 
on Electricity? 

If someone in your home relies on life 
support equipment, you naturally need to 
have battery backup. But please fill out the 
form below and mail it to us. 

We can’t promise that when there are major 
storms and, therefore, power outages, that 
we’ll get you back on first. We will however 
try to do that. 

Please put my name 
on the Cooperative’s 

“critical use list.” 

Name 

Telephone Number 

Account Number 

Type of Critical Equipment 

Any other 

information 

we should know about. 
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Members’ Fund Makes a Difference at the 
Brussels Community School 

From left to right in the computer lab, 
Geoff Schulte, Sam Pohlman, C.J. 
Kinder, Lucas Tepen and Ashley 
Ohlendorf pose in front of the new 

computers the Members’ Fund gave to 
the school in response to a letter from 
teacher Tammy Schulze. 

More good looking students on the following pages. 



All from left to right. Top left photo: Josh 
Ohlendorf, Daniel Engle, Allison Nolle and Kevin 
Webster. Top Center: Alex Cummings, Jaimie 
Engle and Paula Murphy. Top right: Shawn 
Ohlendorf, Nicholas Kinder and Mitchell 
Ohlendorf. Lower left: Breanna Gray, Emily 
Watkins, Jessica Kinder and Mallory Cummings. 
Lower center: Bottom Row: Hannah Pohlman, 
Brianna Pohlman, Britni Marciniak, Chris Kuhn, 
Second Row: Kya Nation, Luke Pohlman, Henry 
Kinder, Dylan Bieker and Stevie Marciniak, Top 
Row: Brianna Klunk. Lower right: Ben Schulte, 
Amanda Klunk, Courtney Tepen, Kaitlin Kinder 
and Carla Hartman. 

Members’ Fund Helps 
Brussels Community School 

Brussels Community School, about 25 
miles northwest of St. Louis, educates 
about 170 students a year. Many of 
them are children of Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative members so it 
was natural for the Members’ Fund to 
respond generously to the request for 
computers and related equipment. 
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Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 
Members’ Fund works by increasing 
participating members’ monthly bills to 
the next highest dollar amount, from 
$88.44 to $89.00 as an example. 

The Fund helps local organizations 
throughout the cooperative’s service 
area. None of the money leaves the 
service area. 

If you’re a participating member, these 
students thank you. (We were asked if 
all of them could get their pictures in the 
magazine. We used all of the usable 
photographs, but couldn’t get every 
student in this time. Sorry.) 

If you’re not participating in the 
Members’ Fund, please call the 
cooperative and ask to join. 
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It has an incredible capacity to 
damage your motors and 
electronic equipment. 

The enormous electric charge 
in lightning can cause havoc, 
and there’s no way that Illinois 
Rural Electric Cooperative can 
be responsible for the damage 
lightning can do. 

But the Cooperative can help 
with a full line of products to 
protect your appliances and 
electronic equipment. Just 
send us this coupon, and we’ll 
give you a call so we can get 
started. 

Please print your name 

And your telephone number. Thanks. 

Best time to call. 

If we receive this coupon in 
March ’01, we’ll waive the 
$19.95 fee for checking 
your existing grounding. 
Monthly charges start at 
$4.95. We have point-of-use 
equipment, too. 
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Easy 2 Win 
To encourage people to use the phone to 
pay their electric bills, we’ll be giving away 
months and months of free electricity this 
year. 

One lucky winner will get 
electricity for a year! 

Beginning on the last working day of April 
and continuing on every last working day 
of the month throughout 2001, we’ll put the 
account numbers of all of the residential 
accounts which have been paid with Easy 
2 Pay into a box and draw a winner. 

The winner at the end of each month will 
get the next month’s electricity free with 
Easy 2 Win. 

On December 31, 2001, we’ll first select 
the winner for January 2002. Then, from 
all the entries for the whole year, we’ll 
select the 

grand prize: All the electricity the 
residential account uses in 2002. 

How’s that for Easy 2 Win? 

This is not a lottery. For full instructions 
and/or to learn how to play without using 
Easy 2 Pay, send us a post card with your 
name, account number and address. 

Easy 2 Pay 
When the electric co-op says, “We’d like 
you to stop sending us checks...” You’d 
probably say, “That’s great! Works for 

_ JJ me. 

In fact, we would like you to stop sending 
us checks if you’d use Easy 2 Pay or the 
Internet to pay your electric bill. 

Easy 2 Pay is ready now. (Our Internet site 
will be ready soon.) Easy 2 Pay lets you 
pay your electric bill with a touch tone 
phone. 

First, you need to pre-register. Either call 
us at 1-800-468-4732 or send us a voided 
check. Then, when you want to pay your 
electric bill, you’ll call a toll free number 
and follow the instructions to pay a bill 
and/or give us a meter reading. 

When you pre-register, you’ll get all of the 
instructions. It’s pretty easy. It is, after all, 
Easy 2 Pay. 

Are you willing to serve on the 
Illinois Rural Electric Board of 

Directors? Do you know someone 
who should be on the Board? 

Turn the page. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 
Your Touchstone Energy5 Partner 
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Members Will Elect Four Directors 
at the 2001 Annual Meeting on 

June 9, 2001 

The first of the seven cooperative principles 
is democracy, and having democratic 
control of the cooperative is one of the three 
keys to keeping its income exempt from 
state and federal taxes. 

There are two ways to be nominated 
to serve on the Board of Directors. 

The Board of Directors appointed a 
Nominating Committee in March, as 
described in Article 4, Section 4, of the 
Cooperative’s Bylaws. 

Fifteen or more members may also 
nominate candidates to serve on the Board. 
That process is also described in Article 4, 
Section 4. 

Nominations for the 2001 Election 
Must Be Posted in the Cooperative's 
Office Not later than April 25, 2001. 

Both the Nominating Committee and 
members acting on their own initiative must 
meet the April 25 deadline. 

If you wish to communicate with the 
Nominating Committee, simply send a letter 
to the Committee at the Cooperative’s 
address, and it will be given — unopened — 
to the Committee. You’ll receive an 
acknowledgement. 

Here’s the part of Article 4, Section 4 which 
addresses the timing: 

“It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors 
to appoint, not less than ninety (90) days 
nor more than one-hundred sixty days (160) 
days before the date of the meeting of the 
members at which directors are to be 
elected, a committee on nominations 
consisting of not less than five (5) nor more 
than eleven (11) members who shall be 
selected so as to give equitable 
representation on the committee to the 
geographical areas served or to be served 
by the Cooperative. No officer or member of 
the Board of Directors shall be appointed a 
member of such a committee. The 
committee shall prepare and post at the 
principal office of the Cooperative at least 
forty-five (45) days before the meeting a list 
of nominations for directors and such 
nominees shall be selected from the 
respective director districts of the 
Cooperative service area scheduled for 
election under Section 2 of this Article. 

Do you have a question you'd like answered at the 2001 Annual Meeting? 
It will be held on June 9th in Winchester. We hope to see you there. Send us your 

question, and we'll answer it at the meeting and here in the magazine. 
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Here's how you and 14 other mem¬ 
bers can nominate someone: 

“In addition, any fifteen (15) or more 
members may make other nominations for 
directors in the respective director districts 
scheduled for election under Section 2 of 
this Article, in writing, over their signatures 
not less than forty-five (45) days prior to the 
meeting and the secretary shall post the 
same where the list of nominations made 
by the committee is posted. The secretary 
shall mail with the notice of the meeting a 
statement of the number of directors to be 
elected from each district and showing 
separately the nominations made by the 
committee on nominations and any 
nominations made by petition for each 
director district.” 

In all there are eleven districts, 
and directors serve staggered 

three year terms. 

This map shows the districts, and the 
Bylaws give the legal descriptions. 

At the 2001 meeting, directors from districts 
2, 4, 6 and 8 will be elected. The present 
directors from those districts are 

District 2 
Ronald K. Myers 
Griggsville 

District 4 
James C. Gay 
Rockport 

District 6 
Robert A. Brown 
Winchester 

District 8 
Thomas D. 
Meehan III 
Roodhouse 
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Mr. Myers has served on the co-op's board 
since 1975, longer than all but one other 
director. 

Mr. Brown who is currently President has 
served since 1986. 

Mr. Meehan, now Chairman of the 
subsidiary, Illinois Rural Telecommunications 
Co., has served since 1995. 

Mr. Pond, one of two past Presidents on the 
Board, has served since 1987. 

Section 3 of Article 4 of the Bylaws 
Sets Qualifications and Tenure. 

“At the annual meeting of the members in 
1980, four of the members elected shall 
serve for three years and four members to 
be elected shall serve for two years, the eight 
so elected shall determine their respective 
terms by lot. Each year thereafter only the 
number of directors shall be elected each for 
a term of three years to fill vacancies of 
those directors whose terms are expiring. 
Directors so elected shall serve until their 
respective term expires or until their 
successors have been elected and shall 
have qualified. No member shall be eligible 
to become or remain a director or hold a 
position of trust in the Cooperative who is 
not an actual consumer of electric service 
provided by the Cooperative, or who is in 
any way employed by or financially 
interested in a competing enterprise or a 
business selling electric energy or supplies 
to the Cooperative, or a business primarily 
engaged in selling electrical or plumbing, 
appliances, fixtures or supplies to the 
members of the Cooperative, and no person 
shall take or hold office as a director who is 
the incumbent of or candidate for an elective 
public office in connection with which a 
salary is paid. Upon establishment of the fact 
a board member is holding the office in 
violation of any of the foregoing provisions, 

the board shall remove such board member 
from office. When a membership is held 
jointly by a husband and wife, either one, 
but not both, may be elected a director, 
provided, however, that neither one shall be 
eligible to become or remain a director or to 
hold a position of trust in the Cooperative 
unless both shall meet the qualifications 
hereinabove set forth. Nothing in this 
section contained shall, or shall be 
construed to affect in any manner 
whatsoever the validity of any action taken 
at any meeting of the board of directors.” 

On average, a director spends the 
better part of two days a month on 

Cooperative business. 

In addition to regular board meetings, held 
once a month, directors attend committee 
meetings, take courses related to electric 
cooperatives, sit on the board of Soyland 
Power Cooperative and other cooperative 
organizations, and represent the 
Cooperative at state, regional and national 
meetings. 

Directors do not receive a salary for their 
service, but they are reimbursed for 
out-of-pocket expenses and receive a fixed 
sum for each day devoted to the 
Cooperative’s affairs. 

If you would like to get a copy of the 
complete Bylaws, please send us a 

note or call the office. 

There are two ways members can 
vote in the election. First, by being 
present at the meeting, or, second, 
by sending your proxy with a 
member who is attending. Members 
can vote up to three proxies at the 
annual meeting. 
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Craig Long Gets Skills Certificate 

Craig Long is pictured above with Roger 
Stegeman, the manager of safety for the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
Craig received his Lineman Skills Training 
Program Certificate at the Safety/Supervisory 
Technical Conference held recently in 
Springfield. 

Craig is the Cooperative’s area serviceman for 
northern Scott County, north western Morgan 
County and western Cass County. He, his wife, 
Kelly, and family live in Bluffs. 

Easy 2 Pay & Easy 2 Win 

Give us a call at 
1-800-468-4732 

or send us a voided check 
to sign up for Easy 2 Pay. 

It’s a way to pay your 
monthly bill with a touch tone 

phone, and it’s a way for 
residential customers to win a 

month of electricity or electricity 
for all of 2002. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 
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Blackouts in California 

The situation in California has been 
pretty serious. Remember that 
California accounts for about 12% of the 
US economy, so we shouldn’t just 
dismiss the problem with West Coast 
jokes. 

The problems in California really have to 
do with the way California deregulated 
the electric market, not the fact of 
deregulation, itself. California has also 
been a case of environmentalism run 
amok. We all depend on clean air and 
clean water, but in other parts of 
America we’ve been able to produce 
electricity without fouling either air or 
water. 

Here’s what has been happening in 
California. First, the demand for 
electricity has grown rapidly over the 
past twenty years, more rapidly than 
here in the Midwest. But there hasn’t 
been a major power plant built in 
California since the mid 1980s. Growing 
demand with no growth in generation. 
In addition, the transmission lines 
running into California weren’t upgraded 
to the extent necessary to import large, 
additional quantities of power. 

Shortages were inevitable. 

To make matters worse, California 
established price controls on retail 
sales, but not on wholesale 
transactions. Where there are 
shortages the price will go up, that’s 
simple supply and demand. The 
wholesale price went up. The retail 
price stayed regulated. The utilities ran 
out of cash. Small power producers 
weren’t paid so they stopped supplying 
power. That was the cause of the 
blackouts in March. 

To correct things, the California Public 
Utilities Commission increased rates 
between 30 and 50% at the end of 

March, when this is being written. 
There’s no assurance that step alone 
will correct things. 

What about Illinois? 

We don’t expect the same kind of 
situation here. 

First of all, we’ve built new plants, and 
we haven’t had the same kind of growth 
in demand. Second, the deregulation 
plan here is substantially different from 
the scheme in California. 

It’s entirely possible of course that we 
could have a bad day. If, on a very hot 
day, the transmission lines connecting 
us with Wisconsin or Missouri failed at 
the same time as power plants failed, 
we could have temporary rolling 
blackouts. We came pretty close to that 
a couple of years ago. But we don’t 
have any reason to expect repeating 
blackouts and rate increases like those 
in California. 

What were we thinking? 

Last month, we put the pictures of the 
board members whose terms were 
expiring here, and on the following 
page, we made brief comments about 
three of them. But in our comments we 
mentioned one director whose term runs 
until 2002, and we didn’t mention Jim 
Gay whose term expires this year. 

Jim was elected by the board to fill a 
vacancy as a result of J. M. Sapp’s 
resignation from the board in 1999. 

Jim and his wife, Barbara, live in 
Rockport. They have two grown 
children. He’s a graduate of Pittsfield 
High School and the University of 
Illinois. 
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Potential Electric Hazards! 

While some potential hazards are 
obvious, others may escape our notice. 
The following list is offered as a 
reminder. 

! Antenna installations near the lines or 
those that could possibly fall on a line. 

! Low clearances around new 
construction or streets, driveways or 

buildings. 

! Meter installations with damaged or 
exposed wires 

! Tree houses close to a line. 

! Trees which children might climb and 
contact wires. 

! Persons trimming trees where limbs 
can hit a line. 

! A swing set which could enable a child 
to climb up to an overhead wire. 

! Excavations near underground electric 
cables or gas lines. 

! Bare wires in a tree. 

! Cranes or drill rigs near a line. 

! Broken ground wires. 

! Building activity under a line or setting 
up a mobile home under a line. 

! Lines over lakes or rivers where a sailboat’s 
mast could hit the line. 

! Metallic kites or kite strings. 

! Farm operations with augers, 
elevators, trailers or combines near 

lines. 

! Picking fruit near lines. 

2001 Annual Meeting 
Set for June 9th 

Place: Scott County Fair Grounds, 
Winchester 

Time: Registration starting at 9:30 AM, 
Meeting beginning at 10:00 AM 

Weather: Anticipated to be just perfect, 
not too hot, not too cool, just right 

We’ll send the formal notice of the 
meeting to you at the beginning of June. 

We hope you’ll be able to come to the 
annual meeting. Four of your eleven 
directors will be elected to three year 
terms. 

The board of directors is also working 
on revisions to your Bylaws, and the text 
of the proposed changes will come with 
the notice of the meeting in addition to a 
discussion of the reasons for the 
proposed changes. 

The officers and the general manager 
will make reports on the cooperative, 
and you’ll have the chance to ask any 
questions you have. 

You’ll be able to see old friends. We’ll 
have refreshments. 

Everybody will get small gifts for 
coming. 

Oh, yes, did we mention door prizes? 
There will be $5,000 in door prizes for 
members - twenty-five $100 prizes and 
five $500 prizes. 

Members will also get the chance to put 
the names of their favorite local charities 
into boxes for eleven $500 gifts from the 
Members Fund. 

We look forward to seeing you at the 
Scott County Fair Grounds on June 9th . 
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It has an incredible capacity to 
damage your motors and 
electronic equipment. 

The enormous electric charge 
in lightning can cause havoc, 
and there’s no way that Illinois 
Rural Electric Cooperative can 
be responsible for the damage 
lightning can do. 

But the Cooperative can help 
with a full line of products to 
protect your appliances and 
electronic equipment. Just 
send us this coupon, and we’ll 
give you a call so we can get 
started. 

Please print your name 

And your telephone number. Thanks. 

Best time to call. 

If we receive this coupon in 
April ’01, we’ll waive the 
$19.95 fee for checking 
your existing grounding. 
Monthly charges start at 
$4.95. We have point-of-use 
equipment, too 
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Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative 

Two South Main Street 
Winchester, IL 62694 

NOTICE OF THE 2001 ANNUAL MEETING 

To all active members of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative: 

The 2001 Annual Meeting of members will be held on Saturday, June 9, 2001, 
at 10:00 AM at the Scott County Fair Grounds in Winchester, Illinois. 
Registration will begin at 9:30 AM. 

In addition to reports on the past year, members will be asked to elect four 
directors. The meeting also provides the opportunity for you to ask questions 
and make suggestions to the Cooperative’s Board of Directors and manage¬ 
ment. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I urge you to attend. If you are not able 
to be there in person, please send your proxy with a friend or a neighbor. 

We look forward to seeing you on the 9th. 

Julia B. Eberlin, 
Secretary 

YOU COULD WIN PART OF A TOTAL $5,000 IN DOOR PRIZES 
FOR MEMBERS — FIVE $500 PRIZES AND TWENTY-FIVE $100 PRIZES. 
YOUR FAVORITE LOCAL CHARITY COULD WIN $500, ONE OF ELEVEN 

PRIZES FROM THE ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC MEMBERS’ FUND. 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 
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To Our Members: 

This will be our 65th Annual 
Meeting, and we hope you’ll 
be able to join us. 

As we prepare for our annual 
meeting, it’s natural to think 
about how the Cooperative is 
doing and the energy 
situation in general. But this 
year, these issues seem even 
more compelling than usual. 
Anniversaries ending in zero 
and five always get attention. 
The electric supply situation, 
particularly in California, is 
striking too. 

In this letter, we’d like to 
comment on the national 
energy/electricity situation, 
and share our view of what’s 
likely to happen here. 

We’ll also give you a quick 
review of the cooperative and 
its subsidiary. 

While we enjoy providing this 
brief report, we look forward 
to your comments and 
questions at the meeting even 
more. 

Rolling Blackouts, 
Skyrocketing Prices 

Even though we’ve been 
seeing the lights go out in 
California, and even though 
we’re hearing about imminent 
problems for New York, we 
don’t expect the same 
protracted problems here, at 
least in the near term. 

In the same way, in spite of 
the fact that we saw prices of 
propane and natural gas sky¬ 
rocket this year, we expect 
relative price stability for Illi¬ 
nois Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. 

What’s going on? 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

There are a host of reasons for 
the problems in California, but 
two of them are paramount. 
First, electric demand has 
been growing at a brisk pace 
for a long time in California, 
but new power plants and 
major transmission facilities 
haven’t been built. That’s a 
natural recipe for disaster. 

We haven’t had the same kind 
of growth in demand here in 
the Midwest, and we’ve built 
power plants. Nonetheless, 
the transmission issue needs 
to be addressed here and 
throughout the nation. 

Second, the California retail 
electric market had controlled 
prices which couldn’t be 
increased at the same time as 
a wholesale market with 
unregulated prices. With 
inadequate generating 
resources, there were bound 
to be high prices which the 
California utilities couldn’t 
pass on to customers. 

As an aside, it is possible, of 
course, to have a group of 
unfortunate events happen on 
the same day - an unexpected 
loss of transmission lines and 
power plants on a hot day, for 
example - here and anywhere 
else in the country which 
could lead to temporary 
problems. 

The scheme to “deregulate” 
electricity here in Illinois is 
also substantially different 
from that in California, and 
many people have now come 
to question the belief that a 
free market for electricity can 
be established at all. 

Here in Illinois the investor 
owned utilities, lllinios Power 
and Ameren CIPS for example, 
may be able to pass on 
potentially higher wholesale 
electric prices after their 
contracts expire in the 2004/2006 
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period. So those utilities may 
be in better condition 
themselves than the utilities in 
California. But what about 
their customers? Earlier this 
year, the chairman of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
which regulates the utilities 
said, “After 2004 Illinois electric 
customers are subject to the 
whim of the market and 
marketers.” That’s essentially 
what’s happening in California. 

In any case, as an electric 
cooperative we have some 
options not available to the 
investor owned utilities. 

The electric cooperatives in 
Illinois can select when and for 
which customer groups the 
cooperative systems will be 
open for competition. 
Ultimately, we expect that all 
of the electric cooperatives 
will be open for competition, 
but we’re fortunate that we 
can wait a little and see how 
the process goes before we 
subject our members to the 
expected, but now questioned, 
benefits of competition. 

Moreover, we’ll do what we’ve 
always done. We’ll aggregate 
your electric needs and shop 
for the best possible solution 
for both the near- and the 
long-term. We think we’re 
likely to do better by working 
together than not. 

We’ll be ready to let you 
choose, but we’d like to 
watch others’ mistakes first so 
we can learn the best route. 

Relative Price 
Stability for Illinois 
Rural Electric 

Our power supplier’s contract 
and, therefore, our supply 
contract runs through the end 
of 2002. There’s a relatively 
small portion of the total supply 
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that comes from natural gas 
fired peaking turbines, and 
we’re exposed to price 
increases for natural gas for 
that portion. But, on the 
whole, we look forward to 
relatively stable prices through 
the end of next year. 

We’re naturally already 
working on options for future 
periods, but it is important to 
note that the price for 
long-term contracts for 
wholesale electricity is higher 
than it was when our present 
contract was signed. 

Controlling Our Own 
Costs 

While the monthly prices we 
charge for electricity vary as 
our wholesale prices vary, our 
costs to deliver energy over 
the course of the past two 
years have declined slightly, 
ever so slightly. But, at the 
same time, we’ve also focused 
more resources on 
maintenance of the 
distribution lines and the 
right-of-ways they’re built on. 

While cost is naturally 
important, the safety and 
reliability of the system is even 
more important, and we’re 
making progress there. 

Easy 2 Pay 

We’ve introduced a new 
service which could help you 
avoid a late charge. Easy 2 
Pay lets you use your touch 
tone phone to pay your 
electric bill. 

e-co-op.com 

Our Internet site also offers a 
way to pay us without your 
writing and mailing a check. 

There are introductory contests 
to encourage members’ use of 
these services this year, and, 
over time, they will be 
additional elements in not 
only controlling costs, but 
also assuring you of the best 
possible value. 

Illinois Rural 
Telecommunications 
Co. 

Our subsidiary currently 
provides DirecTV® to just over 
6,000 subscribers. We were 
fortunate to be in a position in 
the early 1990s to be able to 
help get an outstanding TV 
picture into your homes in 
place of poor, or no, television 
reception. Today, our members 
in Greene and Calhoun 
Counties can get local 
network television on DirecTV® 
and we look forward to that 
being the case throughout the 
service area in the years 
ahead. 

We currently provide high 
quality Internet service to 
about 2,000 customers in the 
eastern parts of our territory 
where there wasn’t good, in 
our judgment, Internet access 
before we began our service. 

We’re also working toward 
being able to offer satellite 
based Internet access 
throughout the service 
territory, using the same skills 
required with DirecTV® and 
our present Internet service. 

Proposed Changes in 
the Bylaws 

There is more information 
about the proposed changes 
in the Bylaws on the following 
pages. Let us just note here 
that the significant proposal 
would allow your Board of 
Directors to provide additional 
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services directly through the 
Cooperative, rather than 
through subsidiary operations. 

In some cases, there are 
potential tax benefits of 
providing services directly by 
the Cooperative. 

At least as important as that 
consideration, is the basic fact 
that our principal business is a 
cooperative, not a for profit 
corporation. As you know, 
they are very different kinds of 
organizations and they require 
different skills. 

The important thing we’d want 
you to remember is this: 
Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative won’t stray from 
its basic mission of working to 
improve the quality of life in 
the rural communities we 
serve. 

Thanks to Your 
Employees 

Not long ago, someone at 
one of our national trade 
association meetings said that 
your cooperative isn’t ever 
going to be any better than 
your employees. We’re 
fortunate indeed to have an 
able, talented and hard 
working group of employees 
meeting our members’ needs. 
They’ll be at the Annual 
Meeting to greet you on June 
9th, and we hope to see you 
there, too. 

Robert A. Brown 
President 

Bruce N. Giffin 
General Manager 

June 2001 
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Proposed Changes to the Articles of 
Incorporation and to the Bylaws 

Over a period of three months, in committee and at regular board meetings, your 
directors discussed the following proposed changes, and voted to recommend them to 
the membership for approval at the annual meeting this year. 

The significant, proposed change to both the Articles and Bylaws would change the 
definition of membership in the Cooperative from the purchase of electricity and/or 
electric delivery services to the purchase of goods or services, as allowed by the Illinois 
General Not For Profit Corporation Act. 

At the present time, the Cooperative provides some services through a subsidiary, 
principally Internet access and DirecTV®. Cooperatives across the country provide a 
broad range of additional services, either directly or through subsidiary operations. 

Your board’s consideration of the proposed changes focused on two central issues: 
the nature of your Cooperative and cooperatives generally, and on some potential state 
and federal income tax issues. 

There was some concern among the board that the proposed change could mean 
that some members wouldn’t be principally concerned with our providing electric 
service. If the proposed changes are approved by the membership, the board could 
move the Internet customers from our subsidiary to the Cooperative, as an actual 
example. Those customers would become members of the Cooperative, they would be 
entitled to all the benefits of membership, but some of them would not receive electric 
service. (We estimate that about one-third of the current Internet customers are already 
members of the Cooperative.) 

If, then, the proposal is approved as recommended by the board, and if Internet 
customers became members, there would be a change in the composition of the 
membership. The question arose: Could or would that have an adverse affect on our 
traditional role of supplying electric service? The membership would grow from about 
7,800 to 9,100, and the principal concern of a portion of members would be Internet, 
not electricity. 

The answers to the question were: First, as long as we provide good service to a 
particular member, whether that’s electricity or Internet or both or something else, that 
member is going to be satisfied with the Cooperative. Second, one of the basic 
concepts of a cooperative is working together to accomplish goals that benefit the 
membership, and bringing a new or better service to the area is consistent with that 
basic purpose of a cooperative. 

The income tax issues are straightforward enough, even if their application might 
not be. 

There’s a rule which the Internal Revenue Service hasn’t been enforcing for the past 
couple of years, but which it could enforce again. It is called the “85/15 rule.” If more 
than 15 percent of the revenue of an electric cooperative and its subsidiary activities 
come from something other than services to members, the cooperative looses its 
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exemption from federal income taxes, and therefore state income taxes. An electric 
cooperative can provide a number of services to members and keep its exemption so 
long as the services are for members. For the most part, not being exempt from income 
taxes isn’t the “end of the earth.” At the present time, we would probably be able to 
manage to avoid truly significant payments to the state and federal governments, but it 
would be a costly and complicated process at best. 

A related consideration, which the Board of Directors has also studied for months, is 
the fact that a sale of our DirecTV® business is possible. If that were to come about, we 
believe that we would realize a significant stream of revenue for many years which 
could be exempt from state and federal income taxes if we continued to pass the “85/15 
rule.” That would certainly be a real benefit to electric member customers. But, with the 
rapidly growing Internet revenue, we could be in jeopardy of paying a great deal in 
taxes which could have been avoided with approval of the proposed changes. We 
don’t know, right now, when or if there will be a satisfactory offer for that business, and 
we’ll naturally keep you informed of any developments. But all of these issues come 
into consideration as you think about the proposed changes to the Articles of 
Incorporation and to the Bylaws. 

In any event, if the proposals are approved by members at the meeting, patronage 
capital earned from a particular service would be allocated to members using that 
service. 

There are a couple of additional relatively minor proposed changes. Sections 9 and 
10 of Article Four use the former name of the Rural Utilities Service. Section 12 of Article 
Six describes reports to be given at the annual meeting, but the existing Section 8 of 
Article Three also sets forth the order of business. We believe Section 12 of Article Six is 
unnecessary. 

Proposed additions to the Articles and Bylaws are underlined, in a style like this as 
an example, and proposed deletions are crossed out, in a style like this: 

Articles of Incorporation 

Article Two 

It is proposed that the following be 
added to the Articles of Incorporation: 

h. To sell goods and services primarily 
for the benefit of members of the 
Cooperative who are consumers of 
those goods or services with all of the 
powers set forth in the Illinois General 
Not For Profit Corporation Act of 1986. 

Bylaws 

Article One 

Section 1. Requirements for 
Membership. Any person, firm, 
association, corporation or body politic 
or subdivision thereof will become a 
member of the Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative (hereinafter called the 
“Cooperative”) upon the purchase of 
goods or services, receipt of electric 
service and/or electric delivery services 
from the Cooperative, - provided that he 
or it has first: 
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(a) Made a written application for 
membership therein; 

(b) Agreed to purchase from the 
Cooperative goods or services. 
electric energy and/or electric 
delivery services^; and 

(c) Agreed to comply with and be bound 
by the Articles of Incorporation and 
Bylaws of the Cooperative, and any 
rules and regulations and rate 
schedules as they exist or as they 
may thereafter be adopted or 
amended by the Board of Directors. 

No member shall hold more than one 
membership in the Cooperative, and no 
membership in the Cooperative shall be 
transferable, except as provided in these 
Bylaws. 

Section 4. Purchase of Goods or 
Services. Electric Energy and/or 
Electric Delivery Services. Members 
whose buildings, homes or other 
property is connected to the 
Cooperative’s electric distribution system 
Eaeh-member shall purchase electric 
energy and/or electric delivery services 
from the Cooperative as soon as electric 
energy and/or electric delivery services 
are made available to the member. It is 
expressly understood that amounts paid 
for goods or services electric energy 
and/or electric delivery services in excess 
of costs efservice are furnished by 
members as capital and each member 
shall be credited with the capital so 
furnished as provided in these Bylaws. 

Section 5. Classifications of Members. 
All members of the Cooperative shall be 
classified as either active or inactive 
members. Active members are those 
currently buying goods or services from 
the Cooperative, electricity and/or 
electric delivery services. Active members 
have the right to vote upon any 
proposition submitted to the 
membership, and they are eligible to 
hold any elective office, providing they 
meet the gualifications set forth in these 
Bylaws. 

Inactive members are not currently 
using services provided by the 
Cooperative, and they are not eligible to 
vote in any elections or to hold any 
elective office. 

Classification of membership from 
inactive to active or vice versa, shall 
change at once without notice to said 
member upon that member’s 
commencing to purchase goods or 
services te-use or ceasing to use electric 
service from the Cooperative^ or 
disconnection by the Cooperative 
of the member’s electric service. 

Change of classification shall not affect 
in any way obligation for debts the 
member may have incurred with the 
Cooperative, nor the capital credits 
accrued by the member. 

Article Four 

Section 3. Qualification and Tenure. 
At the annual meeting of the members in 
1980, four members to be elected shall 
serve for three years and four members 
shall serve for two years, the eight so 
elected shall determine their respective 
terms by lot. Each year thereafter only 
the number of directors shall be elected 
each for a term of three years to fill 
vacancies of those directors whose 
terms are expiring. Directors so elected 
shall serve until their respective term 
expires or until their successors have 
been elected and shall have qualified. 
No member shall be eligible to become 
or remain a director or to hold a position 
of trust in the Cooperative who is not an 
actual consumer of goods or services 
electric service provided by the 
Cooperative, or who is in any way 
employed by or financially interested in 
a competing enterprise^_or a business 
selling electric energy or supplies to the 
Cooperative, or a business primarily 
engaged in selling eleetfteal or 
plumbing, appliances, fixtures or 
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supplies to the members-of the Coopera- 
itverand ft No person shall take or hold 
office as a director who is the incumbent 
of or candidate for an elective public office 
in connection with which a salary is paid. 
Upon establishment of the fact that a 
board member is holding the office in 
violation of any of the foregoing 
provisions, the board shall remove such 
board member from office. When a 
membership is held jointly by a husband 
and wife, either one, but not both, may be 
elected a director, provided, however, that 
neither one shall be eligible to become or 
remain a director or to hold a position of 
trust in the Cooperative unless both shall 
meet the qualifications hereinabove set 
forth. Nothing in this section contained 
shall, or shall be construed to affect in 
any manner whatsoever the validity of 
any action taken at any meeting of the 
board of directors. 

Article 4 

Section 9 and Section 10. Replace: 
Rural Electrification Administration with 
Rural Utilities Service 

Article 6 

Section 12. Reports. The officer-s-of the 
Cooperative shall submit at each annual 
meeting of the members reports covering 
the business of the Cooperative for the 
previous fiscal year and showing the 
condition of the Cooperative at the close 
of such fiscal year. 

(1) make and verify a report in writing 
to the Secretary of State of Illinois between 
the first day of February and the first day 
of March in every year, upon the-forms 
prescribed for the purpose, giving the 
address of the Cooperative , and the 
names and address of the officers and 
directors. 



Members of the Cooperative’s Board of Directors 

Robert A. Brown, F. Alan Heaton, 
President, Winchester Vice President, 

Murrayville 

Julia B. Eberlin, Kevin Brannan, 
Secretary, Eldred 
Brussels 

Ronald K. Myers, 
Treasurer, 
Griggsivlle 

Gary K. Clark, 
New Canton 

James Gay, 
Rockport 

William Griswold, Thomas D. Meehan III 
Rockbridge Roodhouse 

Merton L. Pond, Robert Reed, 
Bluffs Nebo 
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2001 Annual Meeting Agenda 

1. Call to Order Robert A. Brown, President 
2. Invocation 
3. Determination of a Quorum Julia B. Eberlin, Secretary 
4. Notice of the Meeting Ms. Eberlin 
5. Approval of the Agenda Mr. Brown 
6. Adoption of Roberts Rules of Order Mr. Brown 
7. Appointment of Robert V. Bonjean, 

Jr., Esq., as Parliamentarian Mr. Brown 
8. Approval of the Minutes of the 

2000 Annual Meeting Mr. Bonjean 
9. Treasurer’s Report Ronald K. Myers, Treasurer 
10. President’s Report Mr. Brown 
11. General Manager’s Report Bruce N. Giffin 
12. Approval of the Actions of the 

Board of Directors and Officers Mr. Bonjean 
13. Proposed Changes to the Articles 

of Incorporation and the Bylaws Mr. Bonjean 
14. Report of the Nominating Committee Robert Pembrook, Chair 
15. Election of Directors Mr. Bonjean 
16. Introduction of Youth Day Winners Mr. Brown 
17. Drawings for Prizes for Local Charities 

From the Members’ Fund Mr. Brown 
18. Adjournment 

Copies of the minutes of the 2000 Annual Meeting will be 
available at the registration tables. 

Door prizes for members will be drawn 
throughout the meeting. 

Five $500 prizes first, 
then twenty-five $100 prizes. 
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Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 
Condensed, Comparative Income Statement 

2000 1999 
Revenue $ 13,022,780 $ 13,063,046 
Purchased Power 4,011,100 6,498,331 
Operations and Maintenance 1,874,026 1,781,128 
Customer Accounting 525,969 578,218 
Administrative & General 1,072,186 1,064,249 
Depreciation 911.943 846.181 
Amortization of Stranded Costs 501,600 459,800 
Interest for Stranded Costs 466,381 453,004 
Long-term Interest 819,887 834,389 
Short-term interest 106,085 36,762 
Other Income Net 366,476 134,609 
Transfer to Deferred Revenue 2,778,500 480,000 

Margin $ 321,579 $ 167,593 

Condensed, Com parative Balance Sheet 
Assets: 
Net Utility Plant $ 25,310,342 $ 23,878,518 
Investment in Subsidiary 766,684 837,794 
Investment in Associated Organizations 985,369 978,536 
Cash 108,928 94,171 
Accounts Receivable 1,610,731 1,581,982 
Materials and Supplies 531,063 534,456 
Prepayments 12,029 6,564 
Other Accrued Assets 1,212,872 1,169,404 
Regulatory Assets 8,529,603 9,110,189 
Other Deferred Debits 39,803 254,615 

Total Assets $ 39,107,433 $ 38,445,924 

Liabilities: 

Equity $ 9,433,234 $ 9,111,777 
Long-term Debt 16,998,305 16,642,368 
Debt for Stranded Costs 5,183,026 7,150,518 
Capital Leases 1,113,686 712,760 
Accumulated Operating Provisions 229,894 153,262 

Notes Payable Short-term 1,650,000 1,400,000 
Accounts Payable 181,320 610,585 
Customer Deposits 121,964 116,552 
Other Current Liabilities 361,261 536,345 
Deferred Revenue 3,833,500 1,055,000 
Deferred Credits 1,243 3,251 

Total Liabilities $ 39,107,433 $ 38,445,924 

I6j ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JUNE 2001 



Voting by Proxy 
The Cooperative’s Bylaws allow a member to carry as many as three proxies 
and vote them at the Annual Meeting. You are urged to attend and vote in 
person if you are able to do so; but, if you are unable to attend, please send 
your proxy with a friend or a neighbor. 

PROXY As a member of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, I, the 
undersigned, hereby appoint 

My proxy to vote in my stead at the Annual Meeting of Members 
to be held in Winchester, Illinois, on June 9, 2001, and I hereby 
confirm and ratify my proxy’s vote. 

Witness my hand, this day of , 2001. 

Signature Printed Name 

Report of the 2001 Nominating Committee 

The 2001 Nominating Committee, duly appointed by the Board of Directors of 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, met at the Cooperative’s office on Wednesday, 
March 21,2001. After due deliberation, the Committee nominated Ronald K. Myers 
of Griggsville for the vacancy in District 2, James C. Gay of Rockport for the 
vacancy in District 4, Robert A. Brown of Winchester for the vacancy in District 6, 
and Thomas D. Meehan III for the vacancy in District 8. 

Robert Pembrook, Chair 
Fred Bradshaw 
Francis Toppmeyer 
Norman Vortman 
Jim Wilson 
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t “ « for determining q^ty 

NO MATTER HOW YOU DEFINE IT, ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES ARE GOOD FOR AMERICA. 

WE PROVIDE AT-COST POWER, RELIABLY AND AFFORDABLY TO BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS 

ALIKE. THAT’S THE WAY IT’S BEEN FOR DECADES. AND THAT’S THE WAY IT WILL STAY 

NOW, ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES ARE COMING TOGETHER IN A 

NATIONWIDE ALLIANCE CALLED TOUCHSTONE ENERGY™. 

WE’RE NOT CHANGING OUR NAME, OUR OWNERSHIP OR OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU. YOUR 

BUSINESS AND YOUR VOICE ARE STILL VERY IMPORTANT TO US. 

AS A TOUCHSTONE ENERGY™ PARTNER, WE’LL BE SHARING IDEAS AND ADVANCED 

TECHNOLOGIES WHILE CONTINUING OUR DEDICATION TO BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS IN THE 

COMMUNITIES WE SERVE. 

TOUCHSTONE ENERGY™. IT’S THE DEFINITION OF WHAT SERVICE SHOULD BE. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

http://www.e-co-op.com 

http://www.touchstoneenergy.com 
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NEWS, NOTES & VIEWS 7/01 

Johanna Bruns of Winchester 
Wins the First Easy 2 Pay Drawing 

Easy 2 Pay lets you use your touch tone 
telephone to pay your electric bill. 

Easy 2 Win is what we’re calling 
continuing drawings for winners. At the 
end of each month for the rest of 2001, 
we’ll draw the name of a winner from the 
names of those members who have used 
Easy 2 Pay for residential accounts that 
month. 

The monthly prize is next month’s electricity. 

At the end of 2001, we’ll draw a grand 
prize winner from the names of everybody 
who has used Easy 2 Pay in 2001 for 
residential accounts. 

The grand prize: electricity for 2002! 

Call us at 1-800-468-4732 to register for 
Easy 2 Pay. 

Turn the page for great prizes at 
e-co-op.com. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 

JULY 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Safe Electricity completed for distribution. The j 
announcements feature a variety of f 

i: Last fall, a young Illinois man slid off a 
hazardous situations and safety tips, 
and direct people to the web site for 1 

blacktop road late at night and hit a util- 
ity pole. Getting out of the car, he 
walked into the downed 7,200 volt 

more information. 

power line. He died instantly. In another 
Illinois automobile accident, a young 

Use an Electric Skillet 

i; mother also lost control of her car and The February issue of Illinois Country 1 
; hit a utility pole, causing another high Living included Mary Russwinkel’s 

voltage line to drop. Because she had recipe for Upside Down Cake, but it 
i; recently heard a safety message from omitted the word, “electric.” Here’s the 
J her local utility she knew that the best 
| thing to do was to stay in the car until 
1 help arrived. After the line was turned 

correct recipe: 

off by linemen, the young mother and 
I her children walked away from the car. 

Skillet Upside Down Cake 

1 C butter or oleo 8 slices pineapple 
Even during every day activities like 1 C brown sugar or 4 C rhubarb ^ 
cleaning a pool, carrying a ladder or 

| flying a kite, everybody needs to re- 
8 maraschino cherries i 

I member electric safety. Through the llli- 
nois Electric Council, we’ve joined 

Batter: | 

forces with other cooperatives and in- 3 eggs beaten 1 1/2 tsp. Baking / 
j vestor owned utilities and the University powder 
| of Illinois to create the first cooperative 1/2 tsp. Salt 3/4 C scalded milk 1 
j.i effort by utilities to prevent electricity- 11/2C sugar 2 T. butter or oleo 

related accidents. 

| The campaign focuses on electrical 

1 1/2 C cake flour, 1 tsp. Vanilla j 
sifted j 

I; safety in four main areas - home, youth Melt butter in an electric skillet; spread 
safety, agribusiness and contractor brown sugar evenly over butter. Place i 
safety. The Safe Electricity effort uses a one slice pineapple in center of skillet. 1 
number of vehicles to deliver informa- Place the rest of the slices around the 1 

jj tion to broad audiences, including radio center one. Place a cherry in the center ; 
1; and television public service announce- of each slice and cover with the follow- 

ments, the Internet and print material. ing batter. J 
Add salt to eggs and beat them until 1 

The centerpiece is a comprehensive light and fluffy. Add sugar gradually, 
web site, www.SafeElectricity.org. The continuously beating until thick and 
site has detailed information and lists lemon colored. Sift flour and baking 
educational materials available, such as powder. Add mixture to batter gradually, 1 
videotapes and books for teachers and blend well. Scald milk and add butter. ^ 
others promoting the safe use of elec- Add this all at once to the batter. Stir 1 

H tricity. until thoroughly blended. Add vanilla, 
blend. Pour over pineapple slices in the 3 

a The first series of radio public service skillet. Cover with the vent open. Bake 
1 announcements has been distributed to 45 to 50 minutes with temperature at | 

!■: stations across Illinois, and companion 230°. Turn upside down on cake plate 
television announcements are being 
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e-co-op.com 
Our web site is up and running. It has 
been a great deal of work, particularly 
for Michele Peters who manages the 
Cooperative’s information systems. 

“Members will be able to do a great 
deal right now at e-co-op.com,” 
Michele says, “And we’ll be adding fea¬ 
tures as we move ahead.” 

Members can view the balances on 
their accounts and the detail. 

Members can pay their bills, absolutely 
securely, online. 

Michele’s first goal is to get members to 
register at the site: ‘Just to get people 
to register, and, since this is July, every 
member who registers this month at 
e-co-op.com will get an American flag.” 

A couple of the flags are great big 6 by 
10 feet, some are medium, but most are 
small. They will be distributed randomly 
to people who register during July. 

“One of the features we hope members 
don’t use too often is the feature which 
lets you send a complaint straight to 
the general manager who reads his e- 
mail first thing every morning,” Michele 
says. 

“The best feature of this site, however, 
is the ability to pay an electric bill 
online. You move money from your 
checking account to the co-op’s ac¬ 
count, and you control how much is 
moved and when it’s moved. It’s abso¬ 
lutely secure. 

“Plus your checking account statement 
will show that the money has been paid 
to Illinois Rural Electric, so you’ll con¬ 
tinue to have a receipt if you need one. 

“Paying online will be a great way to 
beat a late charge if you run late in get¬ 
ting around to paying your electric bill. 
Your account will get credit for the pay¬ 
ment instantly, and you’ll be able to 
see that online when you go back to 
check your balance,” Michele says. 

Naturally, there’ll be an incentive to use 
e-co-op.com. 

There will be drawings of 
members who have paid 
their electric bill online at 

e-co-op.com 
at the end of each month. 

The monthly winner will 
get a year’s Internet 

service for a total of $240 
service from irtc.net or 
from any other supplier. 

At the end of 2001, 
we'll draw a grand prize 

winner. 

The grand prize $1,000! 

Over time, members using automated 
systems - either the Internet or the 
phone - to make bill payments will 
contribute to continuing productivity 
improvements at Illinois Rural Electric, 
and the incentives to encourage mem¬ 
bers’ use benefit all members. 
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Jacksonville Farmers’ Market - Saturday Mornings 
at Lincoln Square, beginning at 7:00 AM 

Pictured above, Illinois Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative members Larry, Linda and Armilla 
Mueller setting up with fresh produce from 
Bluffs. 

The market features outstanding produce 
throughout the summer and into October. 

These snapshots were taken at the very be¬ 
ginning of June early one morning. 

The beans, the peaches, water-melon, fresh 
corn and pumpkins will when they’re at their 
very best, as will a great variety other items, 
too. And you can get fresh baked goods. 
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Julie Day, the cooperative’s office manager, helping Brandon Ford - just barely visible under the 
Illinois Rural Electric hat - draw winners at the 2001 Annual Meeting. Brandon drew all of the win¬ 
ners, and, following the meeting, he helped by testing the air horn on a new digger/derrick truck. 
Only a few people jumped. 

Annual Meeting Door Prize Winners 

The following members won $500.00 credits 
on their electric bills: Francis Toppmeyer, 
Golden Eagle; Rodney Nicholson, Jacksonville; 
Andrew Frost, Winchester; Letha Waters, 
Baylis; and Mary Coonrod, Hillview. 

The twenty-five $100.00 prizes went to 
Norman Dean, Baylis; Kenny Roundcount, 

Winchester; S.T Miano, Jerseyville; Rex 
Worrell, Winchester, Mary Beth Buhlig, 
Bluffs; Reg Johnson, Roodhouse; Donald 
Lawless, Murrayville; Chauncey Cogdal, 
Hull; Charles Barnett, Roodhouse; 
Geraldine Stumpf, Brussels; Leonard 
Woodrum, Winchester; Ralph Ward, 
Jacksonville; Marcus Moore, Winchester; 

Continued on page 16b 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy5 Partner 
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Use 
e-co-op.com 
and win, or 

use 
easy 2 pav 

and win. 
Call 1-800-468-4732 

for more info. 

Winners, continued 

$100.00 winners: 

Geraldine Ruyle, Rockbridge; Orval Fricke, 
Arenzville; Irvin Franklin, Nebo; Richard 
Clark, Jacksonville; Carroll Allen, Griggsville; 
Hank Gregory, Bluffs; Ken Lawson, Win¬ 
chester; Don Long, Winchester; Donald 
Mattis, Carrollton; Neil Carter, Carrollton; 
Cecil Smith, Pittsfield; and Steven Kunz, 
Murrayville. 

Members’ Fund Winners 

The following local charities won $500 each 
in drawings at the Annual Meeting, entered 
by the member named: Alsey Baptist Church, 
Barbara Nicholson; Meredosia City Rescue 
Squad, Merton Pond; American Cancer Society 
of Greene County, Marilyn Cox; Salvation 
Army; Robert Walz; Carrollton District #1 
Foundation, Don Mattis; Winchester Soccer 
Club, Kenny Woods; Brussels Legion, 
Jerome Toppmeyer; Determined Detroiters 
4-H, Betty Reel; American Cancer Society of 
Pike County, Jerry Akers; United Methodist 
Church, Barry, Harold Lister; and Blessing 
Hospice, Joyce Ehlert. 
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Members Approve Bylaw Changes, Hear Reports at Annual Meeting 

In the most significant event at this year’s 
Annual Meeting, the Cooperative’s 
members approved the Bylaw and Articles 
of Incorporation changes recommended by 
the Board. 

While a couple of the changes were 
“housekeeping” matters, the principal one 
was significant. Prior to the change, to be a 
member of the Cooperative, an individual 
had to buy electricity or electric delivery 
services from the Cooperative. 

Membership now rests on buying “goods or 
services” from the Cooperative, giving the 

Cooperative greater flexibility to provide a 
range of services through the Cooperative 
rather than through subsidiary operations. 

In his remarks to the members, Bob Brown, 
President, assured them that the principal fo¬ 
cus of the Cooperative would always be on 
doing the best possible job providing electric 
service. 

Members also re-elected four directors to 
three year terms: Jim Gay of Rockport, 
Ronald Myers of Griggsville, Bob Brown of 
Winchester, and Tom Meehan of Roodhouse. 
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Upper left, the cooperative’s manager of operations and engineering, Ron Coultas talking with retired 
director John Early. Upper right, Vikkie Becker and Rachelle Morrisey who both work with internet 
services at irtc.net talking with Jeanine Harbison. Lower left, the cooperative’s president, Bob Brown 
with Michael Hastings, general counsel at the Illinois Association of Electric Cooperatives. Lower 
right, Becky and Gary Clark, Francis Toppmeyer and Ronald Myers. Gary and Ronald currently serve 
on the board of directors; Francis recently retired after thirteen years service. 



Youth Day Winners Patty Brogdon, upper right, administrative assistant at the co-op, 
introducing three of this year’s Youth Day winners to the members at the annual meeting: 
Caleb Young, upper left, of Rockport; Emily Johnson, lower left, of Waverly; and Corey 
Bowman, lower right, of Meredosia. Sarah Wiese, of Griggsville, the other winner could not 
be present. 

Each year, students from area high schools and from across the state visit the Illinois capitol 
and other Springfield attractions, learning about state government. A group of those young 
people is selected to go on to Washington, DC. Illinois Rural Electric takes a bus full of 
young people to Springfield and sponsors four of the student trips to Washington. For 
more information, ask your high school guidance counselor. 
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A Great Find, Just West of Summer Hill 
The Clark 54 Drive In 

It’s like stepping back into the past. Mike 
Glass, who acquired and spruced up the 
property this year, has even found one of 
the films with the clock counting down the 
time to the movie while it advertises 
concession delights. The Drive In is 
showing new releases this summer, 
Jurassic Park 3, as an example. Mike 

hopes to stay open through October this 
year, and he’ll have a full season in '02. If 
your kids haven’t ever been to the Drive In 
or if it’s been a long time for you, this is 
worth a drive to Pike County. Summer Hill 
is just west of Pittsfield on Highway 54. 

Call (217) 285-2805 for this week’s film. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 
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Recent e-mail received at 
e-co-QD.com 

On Flags: 

“ . . . I understand the desire to encourage 
members to register online so you can 
communicate with them more quickly at 
lower cost. However, it seemed a great waste 
of cooperative money to buy a 25 cent flag 
and spend about $1.80 to mail it...” 

Fair enough, even though the smallest 
flags cost more than that. We thought of 
them as a way to say thanks. If this writer 
sends a name and a piece of info from the 
original e-mail, we’ll send a larger flag. 

On Online Payments; 

“As you know, I will complain if I feel 
something is wrong so I think it is only fair 
to also pass on a compliment when I think 
something is right. 

“I paid my bill by e-pay and submitted my 
meter reading for the first time last night 
and I was really impressed! It was not only 
very easy and efficient but I also received 
e-mail confirmations immediately! I like it!” 

Thanks. 

Winners 

Flags 

Getting large flags were David Booth, 
Bluffs; Kenyon Lorton, White Hall; Donald 
McClean, Quincy; and James Hamilton, 
Carrollton. 

Easy 2 Pay 

The following members have won one 
month of electric service: Johanna Bruns, 
Winchester; Norman Risse, Hardin; Bradley 

Macauley, Golden Eagle; Carol McCartney, 
Pittsfield; and James Garner, Roodhouse. 

With Easy 2 Pay, you could win next 
month’s electricity or electricity for all 
of 2002. Call 1-800-468-4732 to register. 

e-co-op.com 

Getting a year’s worth of Internet service 
are Mary Catherine Willard, Pittsfield, and 
Michael Kenady, Barry. 

At www.e-co-op.com, you could win a 
year’s Internet ($240) or the grand 
prize of $1,000. Go to the site and win. 

Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Memorial Scholarships 

For the seventh consecutive year, Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award four 
$1,000 academic scholarships to high 
school seniors. 

High school seniors pursuing a college 
education in the state of Illinois are 
eligible to participate in the program. 
Three of the four scholarships will be 
awarded to the child of an electric 
cooperative member. The fourth $1,000 
award will go to the child of an electric 
cooperative director or employee. 

The deadline for applications to be 
returned to the cooperative is January 1, 
2002. 

Candidates are judged on the basis of 
grade point average, college entrance 
exam scores, work and volunteer 
experience, school and civic activities, 
and a short essay, which demonstrates 
their knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

The I EC Memorial Scholarship program 
was established in 1994 by the board of 
directors of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. For more 
information, contact your high school 
guidance counselor or Patty Brogdon at 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative. 
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TrueBand™ 
Satellite-based Internet. 
Download at speeds up 
to 740k, upload speeds 

up to 128k. No telephone 
connection needed. 

No dialup. No waiting. 
No busy signals. 
Real broadband. 

Available everywhere. 
Always on. 

Call 1-800-713-4782. 

Illinois Rural Telecommunications Co. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative. 
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Relocation/Rebuilding the “Z” Line 

As Pike County rebuilds the road running 
north from Detroit toward Griggsville, we’ve 

been relocating and rebuilding the “Z” line. 

It’s been a significant project. In all it will amount 
to about 20,000 feet of line. So far we’ve spent 

about $170,000, and we expect to spend an 
additional $50,000 before the job is finished. 

Unfortunately, when this section of the 
system was first built, it got built on the 

public right-of-way. That means the cost 
of relocating and rebuilding the facilities is 
completely borne by the Cooperative. That’s 
why, of course, new construction isn’t built on 

the public right-of-way if there’s any other 
possible way to get the job done. 
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Jamie Killday, right, one of the cooperative’s 
area servicemen, presenting a check to 
James Heafner at the Pleasant Hill 
Community School. 

Members’ Fund Contributes $11,500 
to Area Organizations 

The Members’ Fund recently made 
another major distribution to help area 
organizations. 

The gifts consisted of $500 to the Milton 
Youth League, $1,000 to Newspapers in 
Education, $500 to the Bluffs PTO, 
$1,500 to Farm Safety 4 Just Kids, $500 
to Greene County 4H, $250 to the 
Griggsville Fire Department, $250 to the 
Winchester Fire Department, $1,500 to 
the Koinonia Retreat, $500 to 
Carollton’s District One Foundation, 
$2,500 to the Pleasant Hill Community 

School, and $2,500 to St. Mary’s 
School, Brussels. 

Like past gifts, the recipients are 
schools, civic and service organizations, 
and charities located throughout the 
Cooperative’s service area. 

Donations are made to the Members’ 
Fund by participating electric cooperative 
members who pay the next higher even 
dollar amount in addition to their regular 
electric bill. A participating member would 
pay $89.00 instead of $88.42, as an ex¬ 
ample, with the 580 in this example going 
to the Members’ Fund. 

The Members’ Fund’s next distribution will 
take place in February. 

The Members’ Fund, which began 
operation in March 2000, has distributed 
$41,000 to local organizations and 
individuals in great need. 

If you’re not participating in the Members’ 
Fund and want to, give us a call. Most 
people see it as a painless way to help a 
great deal in our area. 

We want to wish everybody a 
Happy Thanksgiving. 

Our office will be closed on 
Thanksgiving and the day after, 
the 23rd, but call anytime if you 

have an emergency. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

RO. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 
Your Touchstone Energy" Partner 
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Clay Gregory, who turned 16 the day before 
this picture was taken, receives a check for 
$50 and a year’s internet service from irtc.net’s 
Vikkie Becker. 

Clay Gregory Wins Web Page 
Design Contest -18 and Younger 

Clay Gregory, son of cooperative member 
Debi Gregory of Riggston, won the contest 
for web page design sponsored by the 
cooperative’s subsidiary. He attends 
Westfair Christian Academy in Jacksonville. 
The winning site is www.westfairchristian.org. 

The winner of the over 18 group was 
Alan Greenwood of Woodson. His site: 
www.buyhere-online.com. 

Recently received e-mail at 
www.e-co-op.com 

“I just paid my bill online and I really liked 
it. I especially liked getting an immediate e- 
mail confirmation. 

“Will you e-mail the bills to us soon?” 

Our answer: We expect to be able to 
e-mail bills to members who want that 
service sometime in ’02, probably late 
in the year. 

The Most Common Complaint 
We Get 

This is it: “The bill is due the day we get 
it!” The local post office personnel does a 
great job, and we do our best to get the 
bills in the mail on time. We’re certain 
members do their best to get payments 
in the mail, too. Still, both sometimes 
take an awfully long time to get to their 
destinations. 

We give members more than the minimum 
ten days to get their payments to us without 
a late charge, in part, because we know 
how long it takes for the mail to get 
both ways. 

Of course the fastest, and easiest, way 
to get a payment to us is with Easy 2 
Pav or with e-co-op.com. Both ways 
are absolutely secure. With either one, 
your payment shows on your checking 
account statement. Some customers 
have us automatically withdraw the 
payment from their checking accounts 
each month. Call us for more information 
about any of these services. 

Still Time to Win Grand Prizes 
with Easy 2 Pav and with 

e-co-op.com 

Go to www.e-co-op.com and register for 
yourself or call 1-800-468-4732. The 
grand prize with Easy 2 Pay will be a 
year’s electricity and the grand prize at 
e-co-op.com will be $1,000. 

Winners are drawn at the end of each 
month. Grand prizes on the last business 
day of the year. You win by getting a prize 
and saving time. The co-op is better off. 
Everybody wins! 
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Pretty Place 

We build electric 
lines in any 
number of places. 
This one, a ravine 
more than 200 feet 
down and quickly 
back up again, was 
more challenging 
than most. But, it’s 
a pretty place, turn¬ 
ing ninety degrees 
to the right from 
the spot where this 
picture was taken, 
you can see the 
Mississippi River. 

Foreman Kevin 
Baird and journey¬ 
men Chad Gregory 
and Nick Freeman 
built the line here. 
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This Fall Enjoy the 
Latest Movies on 

DirecTV®! 

DIRECTV is for 

DirecTV® offers more than 30 
premium movie channels, 

including favorites like 
HBO, STARX and SHOWTIME and 

65 channels of Pay-Per-View! 

Call today to find out how to receive a 
FREE System and Installation! 

Plus if your ZIP code begins with 620, you 
can get local St. Louis network channels! 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. 
A subsidiary of 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

940 West Morton, Jacksonville 1-800-713-4782 
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Substation Training 

Kevin Baird, one of the 
Cooperative’s foremen at the left, 
pictured with instructor Larry Young, 
recently completed substation 
training. The training, hosted by the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, featured energizing 
and de-energizing substations, safe 
work practices, station inspections 
and restoring high voltage fuses. It’s 
part of a comprehensive, ongoing 
program to assure the safest, best 
possible work practices. 

Inside 

Letters, TrueBand® High Speed 
Internet, Generators, and There’s 
Still Time to Win a $1,000 or Next 
Year’s Electricity with Easy 2 Pay 
and e-co-op.com. 

Holidays 

We’ll be closed on the 24th and 25th 

of December, but, as always, call if 
you have an emergency. 

Happy Holidays, everybody. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

P.O. Box 80, Two South Main Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62694 

1-800-468-4732 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 
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Now You Can Step Up to TrueBand™ High Speed Internet Powered by 
DirecWay™ and Live in the Internet Fast Lane 

.... Your home can be in the most remote and rural place on earth... 
speedier shopping and still be right in the middle of fast-moving, world wide Internet 
streaming video action with TrueBand® High Speed Internet. 
Quicker music downloads 

Distance learning 

Constant connection 
to the Internet 

You like where you live and you like having time to enjoy it. 
Come see how a High Speed Internet system will put you in the 
Internet fast lane... to convenience, fun and excitement. 

Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co. 
a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

940 West Morton, Jacksonville and Two South Main, Winchester 
1-800-713-4782 

info@irtc.net 
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Members’ Fund 

We thought you’d like to 
see Jarod’s letter as much 
as we did when it arrived 
with a whole bunch of fine 
letters from Brussels. We 
also got a note from 
member Ed Schlieper of 
Pearl: “Again, I want to 
commend you for your 
program which takes a 
few pennies from each 
individual and is 
distributed to non-profit 
organizations - especially 
those affecting our youth.” 

High Speed Internet 

Our subsidiary has a new 
Internet product that both 
downloads and uploads to 
a satellite. It’s really 
pretty fast. If you want to 
test drive it, stop at our 
office in Winchester or at 

IRTC, 940 West Morton in 
Jacksonville. 

Generators 

We have a line of Gen Pro 
generators with Honda 

engines if you’re interested 
in a generator. 

It’s absolutely critical that 
a generator be properly 
installed, and we can help 
you with that. 

An improperly installed 
generator can feed power 
back into the electric 
system. Somebody 
working on the electric 
system could get badly 
hurt, very badly hurt, or 
even killed, as a result. 

You Could Still Win Next 
Year’s Electricity with 
Easy 2 Pay 

Easy 2 Pay lets you use 
your touch-tone telephone 
to pay your electric bill. 

On the last working day of 
this year, we’ll draw a 
grand winner from 
residential accounts paid 
by Easy 2 Pay. The 
winner will get free 
electricity for all of 2002. 

DECEMBER 2001 

You Could Still Win 
$1,000 at e-co-op.com 

If you have an Internet 
connection, you can 
register at e-co-op.com, 
and pay your bill there by 
moving money securely 
from your checking 
account to the co-op’s. 

There’s a $250,000 
insurance policy standing 
behind that security. 

Using either Easy 2 Pay 
or e-co-op.com is the 
fastest way to get a 
payment to us, and, 
therefore, the best way to 
avoid a late charge if 
you’re running a little late. 

Both of these automatic 
payment options and 
automatic bank drafts help 
us a great deal in our 
effort to achieve 
increasing productivity, 
and to those of you using 
them, we’d like to say, 
“Thanks.” 
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Calhoun County area serviceman Mark Toppmeyer (left) at “rubber gloving” school, 
held at Lincoln Land Community College. Mark is in the bucket with Cary Bryson of 

Shelby Electric Cooperative. The school is part of a comprehensive safety and skills training 
Program undertaken cooperatively with the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 
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