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Sullivans are right at home on 100-year-old farm 

The house, built in 1911, was constructed with 
lumber brought in by horse-drawn wagon from 
Westfield, some 25 miles away. The Sullivans’ 

father, who was nine, drove a team to haul some 
of the materials. 

fairly small house, and they built the one 
we now have in 1911 to replace it. My 
wife, Pat and I own the home now. Jim 
and Mary Jane live nearby.” 

They note that their father was nine 
years old when the house was built, and 
that the family had to go to Westfield 
(25 miles away), to get the lumber. Dad 
Sullivan, even at his tender age, drove 
a team and wagon to help. 

“We’ve been told that the house 
was built on a Sears pattern,” Jim says, 
“but we don't think it’s a Sears home.” 

At any rate, like most of the farmers 
at the time, the Sullivans had a very 
general farming operation. They had 
cattle, hogs, horses, chickens and 

grain. The horses, of 
course, were used to 
provide the motive power 
for many of the farm 
chores. They pulled plows 
and cultivators, pulled 
wagons to town when it 
was time to ship grain, 
and took the family 
into town for its weekly 
shopping visit. 

The family had a 
smokehouse to help 
preserve the home- 
butchered meat the farm 
provided. It was attached 
to a carriage house that 
was the next-best thing to 
today’s garage. 

“We got our first trac¬ 
tor in 1929 or 1930,” 
John notes, “but we kept 

most of the horses. We kept some of 
them up into the 1950s, just because 
Dad liked them so much. They came 
in handy during World War II, when gas 

The Sullivans are pictured on the stairs 
of their beautiful old home. Note the 
ornate woodwork on the bannister and, 
to a lesser extent, on the window frame. 

Jim and John Sullivan and their sister, 
Mary Jane Rhodes, are members of a 
family whose farming operation dates 
back more than 100 years. Their farm, 
which is just southeast of Brocton, is in 
the heart of Edgar County. 

Their ancestors fled Ireland during 
the potato famine of the 1840s, and 
settled for a while on the Eastern 
Seaboard. Their father’s family finally 
moved to Clark County, and their 
mother’s people wound up in Edgar 
County. Their grandfather and three of 
his brothers bought the current farm 
in 1899- 

“They started with 160 acres,” John 
says, “and added 80 later. The farm con¬ 
tinued to grow from there. They had a 
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The family has a prominent marker in front of their place, which is just 
southeast of Brocton. 

The elder Sullivan, an accomplished builder, built these outbuildings as the 
farm grew. The long, narrow building in the background housed a large hog- 
producing operation. 

was hard to get. We used the tractor to 
do the plowing, and the horses for a lot 
of other chores, such as cultivating and 
corn picking.” 

Even though they were young when 
electricity came to the Sullivan farm, 
the trio still remembers that day, partly 
because it was delayed for a while! 

“There was a shortage of electricity 
and a shortage of the materials needed 
to build lines,” Jim says, “but Dad had 
the house wired, just in case. The lines 
came up to the next house south of us 
in 1939, and stopped. 

“We finally got electricity in our 
house in August of 1941.1 remember 
my brother and sister running around 
and around in the house, turning 
switches on and off. Mom and Dad 
went to Wards the next day and bought 
a refrigerator and a radio. That old 
fridge lasted 30 years.” 

Mary Jane remarks that the family 
had enjoyed water in the house for 
some time, and that their father and 
one of the boys would pump water up 
into a holding tank. They used a two- 
man pump that resembled the old 
muscle-powered handcars that were 
used by the railroads up until about 
the end of World War II. “It didn’t take 
them long to get an electric pump 
installed,” she recalls. 

They note that the house just up 
the road that Jim lives in, which is 80 
years old, didn’t have electricity. The 
war came along and metal — and 
manpower — shortages put an end to 
line construction. 

“But the government wanted to 
milk cows for the war effort,” Jim says, 
“and they offered to bring electricity to 
any farm that had a certain number of 
cows. They sent people out from some 
government agency to verity7 that the 
farmers had the cows they said they 
did.” 

Stories still abound about farmers 
“borrowing” cows from neighbors, so 
they’d have enough to get electricity, 

and of government men commenting 
on the fact that many of the cows 
farmers owned looked very much like 
those owned by others. Even so, con¬ 
struction was okayed, and co-ops built 
quite a few miles of line during the 
war, thanks in part to a lot of cows. 

While we have trouble imagining 
hauling lumber with horse-drawn 

wagons and pumping water by hand 
into storage reservoirs, such activities 
were very much a part of rural life in 
some areas up until the end of World 
War II. 

Mile it can be argued that there’s 
a downside to progress, you’d have 
trouble telling that to the Sullivan 
Family. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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h- 
(N Town Meeting Wrap Up 

Some 61 members turned out for the member meeting in Kansas on October 
26, and several of them are pictured here. All the town meetings drew good 

EnerStar Power hosted a series of 

town celebrations throughout our mem¬ 

ber service area in an effort to educate 

our members of the rate decrease effec¬ 

tive December 1, 2000. Overall the 

turnout was exceptional. The gourmet 

dinner and chance to walk away with 

a month of free electricity definitely 

inspired people to attend. The first 

meeting started off the sequence in 

Brocton. with approximately 37 in 

attendance. Willis Ramp was the door 

prize winner. Kansas, the second town 

meeting, drew in a larger crowd with 61 

members present. Richard Runnels was 

the winner there. The word was out, 

EnerStar is giving away a month of free 

electricity ! The Marshall town meeting 

was a blowout! We had over 300 mem¬ 

bers show up and could only accom¬ 

modate around 200. In total, 222 

members signed in and listened to the 

meeting. We apologize for any incon¬ 

veniences that this may have caused for 

any of our members. EnerStar ended 

up giving away three door prizes at 

this meeting, in an effort to keep the 

crowd motivated and interested in the 

information. The door prize winners 

were Darla & Kenneth Shepard, Joe & 

Jackie Williams, and Michael Pruiett. 

After the crazy night in Marshall, 

we were prepared for the Paris meeting 

where 181 turned out to hear about 

the new rates. The door prize winner in 

Paris was Wayne Berry. Heading further 

north, we hit Chrisman on Wednesday 

night. The Chrisman meeting was a 

quiet one, with 53 members present. 

Kenneth Hogan was the winner of the 

free month of electricity. Thursday was 

meeting number six, and we were 

heading down south again. In West 

Union, we had a minor change in the 

menu, and the smallest turnout thus 

far. Rather than pork burgers again, we 

decided to splurge and feed our mem¬ 

bers fish. We had 21 members show up 

to the meeting and Cathy Gmelick went 

home with the door prize. Last but not 

least was Martinsville, where we had 

55 EnerStar members and 2 CIPS cus¬ 

tomers show up to hear about the rate 

decrease. Harold Ruffner was the win¬ 

ner of a free month of electricity. 

Overall, 632 members from all over 

our member service area, attended a 

town meeting to hear about the 

EnerStar Power Rate Decrease, effective 

December 1, 2000. The employees at 

EnerStar couldn’t be happier. We are 

very pleased with the overall turnout at 

the town meetings, and would like to 

thank each of you who took time out 

of your busy schedules to become 

informed and educated about your new 

rates. As the meetings progressed, we 

handed out examples of the new rates 

for members to take home. If you 

attended the Brocton, Kansas, or 

Marshall town meeting where copies 

of the rates were not handed out and 

would like a copy of the new rates, 

please email avargus@enerstar.com 

or call 800-635-4145 and copies of the 

rates will be sent to you. 

i Clear Talk 
NOW OFFERING PAGING IN YOUR AREA! 

Feature Include: 
Numeric, Voice Mail, Internet Alpha Paging, 

Toll Free Numbers, Stock Market Quotes, and Commodities 

Don’t let this great opportunity pass you by! Please contact a 
Service Representative today, toll-free at 888-400-4600, ext. 100. 
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Low Income Energy Assistance Available 

The Low Income Energy Assistance 

Program (LIHEAP) is designed to assist 

eligible households pay for winter 

energy services. LIHEAP will provide a 

one-time benefit to eligible households 

to be used for energy bills. The amount 

of the payment is determined by 

household size, fuel type and income. 

What do you have to do? Contact 

the local agency that serves your area. 

The agency that services east-central 

Illinois is the Embarrass River Basin 

Agency (ERBA) at 465-4911 in Edgar 

County or 932-5272 in Clark County. 

Applications for assistance are 

accepted on Monday and Tuesday all 

day and on Wednesday until 11:30. 

When applying for assistance, you need 

the following: (1) Proof of gross 

income from all household members 

for the 30-day period prior to ap¬ 

plication date (2) A copy of your cur¬ 

rent heat and electric bills (3) Social 

Security1 Cards for all household mem¬ 

bers and/or two forms of ID for head 

of household only (4) If a member of 

your household receives cash assis¬ 

tance from public aid, you must bring 

their “Medical Eligibility Card,” (5) If 

you rent your home, proof of your 

rental agreement, stating your monthly 

rent amount may also be necessary. 

The agency will determine if you 

are eligible for assistance. If you 

are eligible, ERBA will make the ap¬ 

propriate payments to your energy' 

provider(s) on your behalf or in some 

cases, directly to you. 

Below are the income eligibility 

guidelines for the ILHEAP program. For 

more information, contact the office 

nearest you. 

Income Eligibility: 
30-day period to application 

Familv Size 30-dav Income 

1 $870 

2 1,172 

3 1,474 
4 1,776 

5 2,078 

6 2,380 

Menard Electric Cooperative 

Long Distance Service Offering 
Menard Electric Cooperative, through an association with a large consortium of individuals and businesses is 
able to offer the following wholesale long distance program. The underlying carrier for the plan is QWEST 
Communications, the nation’s fourth largest carrier. 

4.90 6.90 
PER MINUTE PER MINUTE 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 
- No Codes to Dial - 

- Long Distance & 800 Service At The Same Low Rate - 
■ Free to Join ■ No Monthly Fees 
■ Major Carrier ■ 6 Second Billing 
■ No Monthly Minimums ■ No Term Agreement 
■ All Calls Same Rate - 24 Hours a Day - 7 Days a Week 
Free NO SURCHARGE Calling Cards: 13.90 - 6 Second Billing 

For Additional Information or to Subscribe to This Service, Call: 800-872-1203 
Mail to: Menard Electric Cooperative • RO. Box 200 • Petersburg, IL 62675 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City  

Social Security Number_ 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

State 

Telephone Numbers: ( ). ( 

Zip. 

)_ 

Current Carrier 

Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards Number Requested  

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

! I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit 
for the application. A service charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  
I  

Date 
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EnerStar Power Annual Meeting of Members 
March 3, 2001 will mark the 62nd An¬ 

nual Meeting of Members for EnerStar 
Power Corp. This is a celebration of 62 
memorable years of service throughout 
rural Clark, Edgar, Douglas, Coles and Ver¬ 
milion Counties. This year, the meeting 
will be held at Crestwood School in Paris, 
located on US Route 150, approximately 
1.5 miles east of II Route 1. Member reg¬ 
istration will begin at 7:00 a.m., with a 
pancake and sausage breakfast being 
served from 7-9:00 a.m. The children’s 
room with free babysitting services will 
open at 8:00 a.m. with the meeting sched¬ 
uled to begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. 

EnerStar Power Corp is part of a net¬ 
work of over 1000 electric cooperatives 
throughout the United States. Annual 
meetings are a long-standing tradition 
with rural co-ops everywhere. Important 
decisions are made at the annual meet¬ 
ing, covering topics such as by-law 
changes, capital credit decisions, and 
changes in your board of directors. The 
annual meeting is your opportunity to ex¬ 
press your personal views on issues within 

the utility and have your voice heard in 
front of your peers. 

The annual meeting reaffirms five es¬ 
sential qualities that make our service 
second to none. 

First, your cooperative is a local busi¬ 
ness that is part of this community. Be¬ 
cause you own a part of that company, you 
have the opportunity to influence impor¬ 
tant decisions at the cooperative by elect¬ 
ing local leaders to represent your 
interests. 

Second, people from your community 
who understand what is happening in the 
community staff your cooperative. Our 
closeness to you allows us to provide bet¬ 
ter service than a phone-bank operator 
sitting in an office building a thousand 
miles away. 

Third, your cooperative uses high 
technology to deliver state of the art ser¬ 
vice at the lowest possible price. We are 
making the improvements necessary to 
provide you with a higher level of service 
that today’s technology requires. 

Fourth, your cooperative is working to 

improve energy efficiency to lower your 
monthly electric statements. Each month, 
this publication carries helpful informa¬ 
tion that you can put to use to keep your 
energy bills as low as possible. 

Finally your electric cooperative en¬ 
hances your community’s quality of life 
by performing even the smallest commu¬ 
nity service. Whether it is a line worker 
stopping to help a stranger change a flat 
tire or the cooperative assisting with the 
latest fund drive, these good deeds build a 
stronger sense of community in all of us. 

All these qualities work together to 
help make this electric cooperative an im¬ 
portant part of the local community. Every 
year, the cooperative celebrates its com¬ 
mitment to the community by holding its 
annual meeting. Your participation in the 
annual meeting will help make this year’s 
celebration even better. 

Be sure to mark your calendars for 
EnerStar Power Corp 62nd Annual Meeting 
of Members on March 3, 2001 at 
Crestwood School, located on Route 150, 
just east of Paris. 

Annual Meeting of Members 
Saturday, March 3, 2001 

7:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 

Member Registration 
Member Breakfast Served by EnerStar Employees 
Guest Speaker 
Business Meeting 
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Knowing how to 
Each year before the Annual Meeting, 

EnerStar likes to remind all of our mem¬ 
bers of the 
specific voting 
rights. Please 
read the follow¬ 
ing points that 
thoroughly explain 
who can and cannot vote at the annual 
meeting. 

• If only one person signed the mem¬ 
bership application, then only that person 
votes. The membership belongs to who 
signed the membership application. 

• If both husband and wife signed the 

membership application, then either may 
cast one vote for that membership. 
Sometimes, a membership was taken out 
before the member was married. In that 
case, the new spouse may not vote for the 
membership. A single membership can 
easily be made joint by simply filling out a 

Nominating Committee 

Due to the timing of the nominating 
committee meeting on January 11, 2001, 
and publication deadlines, a copy of the 
committee report is currently not avail¬ 
able for printing. A copy of the nominating 
committee report will be on file at 

met January 11 

EnerStar Power Corp in Paris, IL, after 
January 11. Thank you for your coopera¬ 
tion and understanding. 

Members selected to serve on the 
committee this year were: Joe Williams of 
West Union, George R. Stepp of Paris, 

form. Call our office for details. 
• If you pay your landlord for the elec¬ 

trical usage at a location and their name 
is on the top line of the bill, you can’t vote 
for that location. It’s their membership, 
not yours. 

• If a parent or relative dies and you 
are appointed executor, you cannot vote 
for that membership. It does not transfer. 
Also, a membership transfers to the sur¬ 
viving spouse only if it was a joint mem¬ 
bership. 

If you have any further questions re¬ 
garding your membership status, please 
contact the EnerStar Power office in Paris, 
IL. We will be more than happy to assist 
you with any questions you may have re¬ 
garding your account. 

Jerry Parsley of Marshall, James Trogdon 
of Paris, Jerry Hills of Martinsville, Don 
Veach of Oakland, Kevin Julian of Metcalf, 
John Getche of Kansas, and Joe Cribelar of 
Martinsville. 

Computer Wares, Inc. 
130 N. Main St, Paris, IL 61944 (217) 465-5233 

LOCAL INTERNET 

ACCESS 

No Waiting • No Long 

Distance Charges 

• Professional Service 

World Wide Web • E-mail 

• Over 20,000 Newsgroups 

* cw 
2L*ES,V^ 

OTHER SERVICES 

AVAILABLE 

Domain Name Registration 

Web Server for your Domain 

E-mail for your Domain 

Multiple User Network Access 

Web Page Design 

Local Phone Numbers for: Paris, Brocton, Marshall, Chrisman, West Union, Vermillion, Hume/Metcalf, Redmon, Casey & Kansas 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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Dear EnerStar, 

When I arrived home this evening our power was out. When this hap- This letter was brought in to 
pens this time of year we use a kerosene heater to heat our home and use EnerStar during one of our out- 
candles for light. This seems like quite an inconvenience for this day and ages in December. We want to 
age. However, the small inconvenience we might think we suffer is very thank all of our members for 
small compared to what your employees go through to restore power to all being so patient with us during 
of us out here in the rural areas. these outages. Our linemen 

The weather conditions that they are required to perform their duties in work as fast and as hard as 
at times like this are as severe as any I can imagine. I don’t know how they they can, while remaining safe 
ever manage to get the job done in this weather. But, I’m thankful that they during such rigorous weather 
do. I hope you all appreciate them as much as we do. conditions. We appreciate re- 

ceiving any type of feedback 
Thank you, from our members to let us 

know how we are doing our job. 
Chris Waller 
EnerStar Member 
Chrisman, IL 

World’s Worst Farmer to Speak at 62nd Annual Meeting 

EnerStar Power is proud to present Lewis 
Baumgartner: The World’s Worst Farmer, 
from Ragweed Ranch in Cocklebur County, 
Missouri. Lewis, as the World’s Worst Farmer, 
is one of America’s leading farm humorists. 
For the last 14 years he has entertained at 
numerous meetings and conventions 
throughout the US and Canada. 

We would like to encourage all EnerStar 
members to make plans to come early to 
hear the knee-slapping humor of the World’s 
Worst Farmer. He will be entertaining from 
9:00 am to 
10:00 am 
in the 
Crestwood 
Gym, prior 
to the busi¬ 
ness meet¬ 
ing 
beginning 
promptly at 

10:00. 

www.enerstar.com FEBRUARY 2001 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



Creative 
Special 

Gift Ideas for your 

Everyone loves 

a gift on Valentine’s 

Day: Parents, chil¬ 

dren, friends and relatives. It doesn’t have to be expensive, 

just show you care! The following ideas were found 

online at www.techdirect.com. 
•.i 

• Hide a valentine in a lunch box, brief¬ 

case or purse. Imagine the smile on 

their face when they find it during 

the day. 

• Carry a pocketful of chocolate 

kisses. Pass them out as you let 

the recipient know that you appre¬ 

ciate them. 

• Go to the American Red Cross and 

give blood or make a donation in 

honor of those you love. 

• Sign the back of your driver’s li¬ 

cense to become an organ donor. 

• Take a special treat into the office to 

share with co-workers. 

• Make your kids valentine-shaped 

cinnamon toast for breakfast or 

heart shaped cookies for a special 

treat. 

• Visit someone in a retirement home, nursing home or hospital. 

• Show the people you work with that you really rely on just how important they are by buying a small 

token gift: a balloon that says “You’re Special” (make sure it is not taken outside), a coffee cup filled 

with candy, a single flower, or take them out to lunch! 

These are just a few of the fun ideas that techdirect.com offered. The site is full of creative Valentine’s 

ideas for all the special people in your life. This Valentine’s Day, let someone close to you know just how 

special they are! 
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TOP PHOTO: When Tim 
goes to stake a job, on 
top ofputting flags and 
laying out the job, he 
also has to let landowner 
know about any right of 
way clearing that has to 
be done before service 
can be put in. 

Getting wired-a short 
take on getting juice into 
your home 

If you’ve ever moved into a home, chances are 
there was already electricity there. With just a flick 
of a switch and you would have lights. But if you 
have ever built a new home, then you would know 
that this isn’t always the case. 

There is a fairly complicated process to getting 
electricity into a new home. EnerStar has docu¬ 
mented a new installation, 
so that our members 
could get an idea of what’s 
involved. 

When a member calls in 
and says they want a new 
service, the call is routed to 
Tim Haddix, System Engi¬ 
neer. Tim then meets with 
the member and helps them 
determine the exact services 
the member will need. 

Tim will then draw up the 
job and stake the ground. 
With the assistance of Jim 
Fleming, Superintendent the 
job gets scheduled with the 
linecrew. Some jobs only re¬ 

quire one crew and some jobs 
require multiple crews, based on 
the size of the job. In this case, 
multiple crews were required. 

A small crossing in the road, a 
little ditch, and several trees re- 

(Continued on page 16b) 

BOTTOM PHOTO: 1Toy Lewis running the trencher. He is digging 
the pit at both ends for the boring machine. 

CENTER PHOTO: Keith 
Borchers, Archie Eslinger, 
and Troy Lewis are setting 
the pole where the under¬ 
ground and over-head 
wires come together. 

www.enerstar.com MARCH 2001 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING MARCH 2001 www. e n e rstar. co m 

J Chad Cornwell is locating the head of the bore 
underground and giving 

the boring machine. wiiiiilRBli 

Finishedproduct 

-Hfixture, 

which includes 

the meter base, 

breaker box, and 

the transformer. 

The bore going 

through the pit. 

(Continued from page 16a) 

quired the use of our boring ma¬ 

chine. They bored a total of 300 feet 

from the starting point all the way 

up to the house, where the trans¬ 

former was located. Once the pri¬ 

mary wire was pulled through it 

was connected to the transformer. 

A secondary service wire was in¬ 

stalled to the meter base on an H- 

fixture, completing the job. 

The following pictures will walk 

you through the process of build¬ 

ing new electrical service. 

Kent Milboume running the 
boring machine. 



New 3 Phase Line in Clarksville IN 

Since 1948, the rural Clarksville area 

has been receiving electricity from 

EnerStar Power. For the past 53 years 

these residents have received their power 

from a two-phase line that runs along the 

Clarksville road. After many years of ser¬ 

vice the line has become weak and less 

reliable. When EnerStar tries to back-feed 

the Marshall or Kansas sub, low voltage 

problems can occur at the end of the 

lines. Replacing the old line with new 

three-phase line will give us a better feed 

between the Marshall and Kansas subs, 

in turn, providing more reliable power to 

our members. 

The original line that was set up in 

1948 was only a two-phase line. For 

many years this line did an efficient and 

reliable job providing power to the resi¬ 

dents on those lines. As time has passed, 

people are now living in larger homes 

with bigger appliances that are being pow¬ 

ered electrically, both inside of their 

homes and outside of their homes. 

These larger loads are requiring more 

energy. The old wire is being replaced 

with a heavier wire that can handle 

these larger loads. 

When Tim Haddix, System Engineer, 

EnerStar Power, started staking the 

project on September 21, 2000, he 

wanted to move the line closer to the 

road along the row of privately owned 

land. The new three-phase line will be 

placed underground through most of 

Clarksville. From Clarksville west, to the 

Blue Grass Road, the new line will be 

overhead along the north side of the 

road and from Clarksville east, to 1300th 

Road; the line will be overhead on the 

south side of the road. The entire 

project is roughly 7 Vi miles long. 

As of February 2001, the project is 

20% completed. According to Haddix, 

“the weather has really set us back this 

winter. Initially we had planned on hav¬ 

ing more line up by now.” As the 

weather gets better, the linemen will be 

out more trying to finish the project be¬ 

fore farm season starts. “Our goal is to 

have it all done by the spring, and be out 

of the farmers way.” So far they have bur¬ 

ied conduit, set poles that can be ac¬ 

cessed from the road, and are still in the 

process of setting the rest of the poles 

and burying the line through Clarksville. 

Once the new line is constructed, the 

next step is to remove the existing line 

out of the fields. Mike Clark, Construc¬ 

tion Linemen, EnerStar Power, has been 

in charge of the line crew working on the 

project. The next three-phase line that is 

scheduled to be replaced, is in the Logan 

area, seven miles north and four miles 

east of Paris. This line will be removed 

from private right of way, moved to the 

road, and upgraded. If you have any 

questions about projects of this nature, 

please contact Tim Haddix at 800-635- 

4145. 

EnerStar Annual Meeting HGWS 
Due to the timing of printing this magazine and the Annual Meeting of 

Members, information regarding the Annual Meeting will be published in 

the April issue of this publication. 

. EnerStar Members: . 

# Clear Talk # 
Clear Talk will be moving throughout the end of 

February and the beginning of March into an office 
building directly across the street from the EnerStar 

Power office in Paris, on Highway 1. 
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For All Your Two-Way Radio Needs 
Rural electric cooperative based, which means stability in your 

communications system/provider. 
Technology for wide-area communications, not just a single site area. 
Instant access, no waiting to communicate with your work force. 
Clear full quality analog audio. 
Low rates, pricing specific for your business’s needs to increase the 

efficiency of your operations. 

For More information Contact: 
Talk Communications 

R.T. 1 N. Box 1087 
Paris, II. 61944 

Toll Free, 1-888-400-4600 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • P0. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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Members told of new opportunities at EnerStar 

Four area men were elected to the board of directors of EnerStar Power Corp, a member-owned energy cooperative based 
in Paris at the co-op’s annual meeting Saturday, March J. Seated at left, Tom Hentz, president/ CEO, reviews the 
meeting with re-elected board member David Hollis of Paris. Hollis also serves as chairman of the board of directors. 
Elected to new three year terms were (left to right) Carrol Drake of Paris, Larry Welsh of Marshall and Danny Card of 
West Union. 

Members of EnerStar Power Corp, an 
energy cooperative based in Paris, learned 
that the co-op is not only plugging into new 
technologies like fuel cells, but has also 
lowered rates by 30 percent and is giving 
back rebates called capital credits. Al¬ 
though a relatively small utility, the local 
cooperative is moving aggressively to pre¬ 
pare for deregulation. 

Members approved substantial changes 
to the co-op’s bylaws that will ensure the 
co-op can maintain its not-for-profit status 
as it diversifies into propane and other ser¬ 
vices. The bylaw changes also involved sev¬ 
eral house-cleaning changes. For example, 
the cooperative formerly changed its name 

from Edgar Electric Co-operative Associa¬ 
tion to EnerStar Power Corp. This change 
was made to better reflect the cooperative’s 
transition to a diversified energy coopera¬ 
tive that sells both propane and electricity. 
EnerStar Resources Propane Division has 
more than 3,500 consumers and EnerStar 
Power serves more than 5,200 electric con¬ 
sumers. 

Members attending the co-op’s 62nd 
annual meeting Saturday, March 3, at 
Crestwood School in Paris, also elected 
three new members to the board of direc¬ 
tors and re-elected David Hollis of Paris to 
another three-year term. Hollis was also re¬ 
elected by the board of directors to serve 

another term as chairman of the board. 
The new board members elected at the 
meeting were Danny Card of West Union, 
Larry Welsh of Marshall and Carrol Drake of 
Paris. 

At a time when other utilities are in¬ 
creasing the cost of energy and consumers 
are worried about rolling blackouts, it is 
unusual to see a utility lower its rates. The 
30 percent rate decrease went into effect 
on December 1,2000. EnerStar Power’s 
board and management are also discussing 
plans to offer even lower rates to members 
who buy both propane and electricity from 
the cooperative. Giving back money is also 
a bit unusual for a utility. The co-op’s 
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years. We are not going to see the same 
thing happen here. On May of 2002 when 
residential customers will have choice, if 
we don’t have the best energy cost in town, 
then you can buy it from someone else. We 
have put together an excellent package and 
we know will have an excellent price for 
energy.” 

EnerStar is the first Illinois electric co¬ 
operative to be approved as an alternative 
retail electric supplier (ARES). Commercial 
and industrial customers of investor owned 
utilities are already allowed to select a new 
power supplier. Residential customers will 

Joe Welsh, right, long-time member or the EnerStar board of directors, 
received an electric meter lamp in recognition of his many years of 
service to the co-op. Making the presentation were, from left, David 
Hollis, chairman of the board, and Thomas J. Hentz, president/CEO. 

board approved the first re¬ 
payment of capital credits 
totaling more than $95,000. 
The payments made in No¬ 
vember went to members of 
the cooperative from 1938 
through 1953- Members also 
approved a bylaw change 
that will allow repayment of 
older capital credits as well 
as a percentage payment to 
current members in the fu¬ 
ture. 

The co-op is also plan- There was 
ning to provide what is called distributed 
generation to its members using fuel cell 
technology Distributed generators will pro¬ 
vide an on-site power source for members. 
The first priority will be to ensure a reli¬ 
able power supply, but the technology 
could also be used to provide electricity to 
remote areas without building expensive 
new power lines. 

Tom Hentz, president/CEO, said the co¬ 
op recently completed a test of the first 
generation of fuel cells from H-Power Cor¬ 
poration and will begin testing a new sec¬ 
ond generation fuel cell this spring. Fuel 
cells from EnerStar Power may be available 
as soon as 2003 and will first be installed 
in areas that have reliability problems. The 
fuel cell test was partially funded with a 
grant from the Illinois Department of Com¬ 
merce and Community Affairs (DCCA) Bu- 

a good crowd for the meeting. 

reau of Energy and Recycling, Division of 
Energy. 

EnerStar Power is also working with sev¬ 
eral different partners on plans to develop 
electrical generating facilities that will en¬ 
sure a reliable power supply and stable 
electric rates for the co-op members. One 
project is a gas-fired peaking plant. The 
other is a base-load coal-fired generating 
plant that will be built by Corn Belt Energy, 
a co-op based in Bloomington. Hentz said 
the co-op can also buy power on the short¬ 
term power market. All three power supply 
sources will help diversify and secure reli¬ 
able and affordable energy for the co-op. 

The co-op's future power supply is the 
most important thing employees are work¬ 
ing on, according to Hentz. “We’ve all seen 
what has happened in California,” he said. 
“They haven’t built a power plant in 10 

Retiring board member Joe Welsh is 
pictured with EnerStar president/CEO 
Thomas J. Hentz, who thanked him for 
his many years of service. 

have a choice starting May 1, 2002. As an 
ARES, EnerStar can sell power to new cus¬ 
tomers outside its traditional service terri- 
tory: 

In other business Secretary-Treasurer 
John Fell of Kansas gave a financial report. 
Although the co-op saw a net loss of $ 1.2 
million for the year, this loss was lower 
than expected. An aggressive plan to payoff 
$10.4 million in debt, created when the 
co-op bought out of its power supply con¬ 
tract with Soyland Power Cooperative, fore¬ 
cast negative margins in 1999 and 2000. 

EnerStar Power is a not-for-profit coop¬ 
erative serving homes, farms and busi¬ 
nesses located in mostly rural areas of 
Clark, Coles, Douglas, Edgar and Vermilion 
counties. The co-op is also a member of 
Touchstone Energy—an alliance of more 
than 500 local, consumer-owned electric 
utilities around the country, committed to 
providing superior service based on four 
core principles: integrity, accountability, 
innovation and commitment to community. 
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Attendance PRIZE winners 
from 62' annual meeting 

VENDOR 2001 DONATION WINNER NAME VENDOR 2001 DONATION WINNER NAME 

Elledge Insurance Toaster Oven Bill & Sara Woltman Illini FS Flat Acrylic Latex 
House Paint 

Eric .Alieff 
Bass Mollett Umbrella 

Pool’s Bargain Center Simple Green 
Hertz Farm Management $50 Savings Bond Richard & Wanda Webster 
State Farm Insurance Road Atlas B & J Restaurant 1 Free Meal for 2 at 

B & J Restaurant 
Jim & Brenda Buckley 

Browns Town Electric Spices Lloyd Lewis Mooney Motors Inc 1 Free Oil Change 
Paris Ford- 
Lincoln-Mercury One Free Oil Change Paris Community YMCA 1 Free Membership 

at the YMCA 
Wayne & Carolee 

Willoughby 
Farm Credit Services Trailer Pin loe & Ruth Ann Sheehy 
Country Companies Plat Book Illini FS 501b Bag of Dog Food Ray & Nancy Waltz 
Mike Mooney Inc One Free Oil Change D-I Supply Johnson Multi 

Furniture Cleaner 
Steve Winkler Chevrolet $25 Gift Certificate Clays Prairie Church 
State Farm Insurance Road Atlas Computer Wares Battery Pack Lester Holley 

EnerStar Power EnerStar Hat 
Shanks Glass Picture Terrv & Debora Sturgell 
Mike Mooney Inc One Free Oil Change Henigman Oil Co, Inc 1 Gift Certificate for 

One Barrel of Crude Oil 
Mildred Claypool 

Motorola Polo Shirt Larry Bowers Pap-R-Products Scratch Pad & Pen 
Country Companies Road Atlas 

Farm Credit Services Thermos Tom & Janet Jones 
Agri Gold Hat Paul Weir Mooney Motors Inc 1 Free Oil Change 
Motorola Coffee Mug 

Hertz Farm 
$50 Savings Bond Jim & Bettv Griffin Effingham Equity $10 Gift Certificate 

for Effingham Equitv 
Robert & Reba Schwartz Management 

State Farm Insurance Road Atlas 
Citizens National Bank Silver Eagle Coin 

Delta Mobile Testing Duffle Bag TP Lauher 
Motorola Mini Screw Driver Set lerrv & ludith Nave Andrew’s at the $25 Gift Certificate for 

Andrew ’s at the Westbrook Paris Feed & Animal 
Health Inc 

$10 Gift Certificate for 
Paris Feed & Animal 
Health Inc. 

Westbrook 

Bass Mollett Umbrella Charles & Viola Hunter 
Bob's Auto Parts-NAPA Napa Plush Delivery Truck 

First Bank of Newman $100 Savings Bond Clarence & Beverly Douglas Paris Ford-Lincoln- 
Qualitv Car Care Products Mercury 

Computer Wares Battery Pack Warren & Cecil Alieff 
EnerStar Power EnerStar Hat Farm Credit Services Trailer Pin Rose & Dean Perisho 

Brown’s Servic Center Shihl 6" Hand Saw 
B & I Restaurant One Free Meal for 2 Margaret Eslineer Mike Moonev. Inc 1 Free Oil Change 

at B&| Restaurant 
Edgar County Bank US Barber Coin Set Brown’s Service Center ATV Tire Sealer and 

Air Pump Ralph & Ethel Wright 
Simply Irresistible Candle Phil Wright D-I Supply Super Brute Multi Purpose 

Power Spray Cleaner Paris IGA Sports AM/FM Walkman 

Max & Diane’s Restaurant $10 Gift Certificate 
For Max & Diane’s 
Restaurant 

Carl & Freda Morgan Agri Gold lean Shirt William Roan 
D-I Supply 1 Bottle of PTB 

Porcelain, Tile and 
Bowl Cleaner Motorola Pullover Jacket 

United Utility Sup West Bend Crockery 
Cooker 

Asbury Church/ Motorola Short Sleeve Polo Shirt David Pride 
D-I Supply Gleme Glass Cleaner 

Pools Bargain Center Simple Green Marilyn Snedeker 
Paris Feed and 

Animal Health Inc $10 Gift Certificate 
for Paris Feed and 
Animal Health Mickey & Constance Michels 

DeWitt Advertising Gift Basket Brent Lanell Becker 
Sycamore Hills 

Country Club 18 Holes of Golf for 2 
Motorola Mini Screw Driver Set 

Pool’s Bargain Center Simple Green Oliver M.E. Church c/o 
Paris 1st Branch of 

State Bank of 
Chrisman American Eagle Coin Joyce Sutton 

EnerStar Power Corp 
 11597 IL Hwy 1 * PO. Box 190 * Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F  
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Attendance PRIZE winners 
from 62- annual meeting 

VENDOR 2001 DONATION WINNER NAME VENDOR 2001 DONATION WINNER NAME 

ClearTalk Pager Eli & Pauline Miller State Farm Insurance Road Atlas 

Keys Fertilizer Service Gift Certificate for 
1 qt R-up Ultra Agri Gold Jean Shirt Josephine Kaufman 

D-I Supply Mr (inx All Purpose Cleaner 

Countryside Chevrolet Car Care Kit Harrv & Ruth Me Intosh 
Joe’s Pizza $10 Gift Certificate 

for Joe’s Pizza 
Stockwell Testing 

Laboratory Inc $50 Richard & Betty Beabout 

Keys Fertilizer Service Gift Certificate for 
1QT R-up Ultra 

Citizens National Bank Silver Eagle Coin Virginia Cutright 

Jeff Williamson Effingham Equity $10 Gift Certificate 

Sycamore Hills 

Countrv Club Precept Golf Balls Countryside Chevrolet Car Care Kit Marion Pride 

Beniamin’s Office Supply Pen & Pencil Set 

Winters Associates Corelle Coordinates Minerva Laufman 

D-I Supply Simple Green Evansville Truck Center Jacket Jim Mattingly 

Drake Scruggs Portable Work Lamp Donald Bouslog Computer Wares Battery Pack Madison & Laura Baird 

Keys Fertilizer Service Gift Certificate for 
1QT R-UP Ultra 

EnerStar Power Hat 

Winters Associates Toaster/Broiler Oven Donald Brinkerhoff 

Paris Rural King Bird House & Bird Seed Glenn & Christine lones 
Paris Is' Branch of 

Winters Associates Automatic Drip 
Coffee Maker 

State Bank of Chrisman American Eagle Coin Jerry & Sheri Parsley 

Robert Elizabeth Bennett T & R Service Too Flite Golf Balls 

Doug Moreland Propane 
Driver, EnerStar 
Resources 

Hand Crafted 
Garden Chair 

Citizens National Bank Silver Eagle Coin Paul Blockinger 

Mike Pruitt 
Pap-R-Products Gift Certificate for 

500 Personalized Envelopes 

Agri Gold Hat 
Pools Bargain Center Simple Green Wayne & Edith Goodman 

Computer Wares Battery Pack Cash & Virginia Wright |r ELASCO George Foreman Grill 

EnerStar Power Corn Hat 
Wesco Electric Trolling Motor Florence Beaucamo 

Steve Winkler, Inc $25 Gift Certificate Richard Parker 
B & J’s Restaurant 1 Free Meal for 2 at 

B & J’s Restaurant 

Vermeer Hooded Jacket Howard Beaucamp 

Motorola Mini Screwdriver Set 

First State Bank 
of Newman $100 US Savings Bond 

Altec Industries, Inc MAG-Lite Flashlight David Trowbridge 

Carl & Louise Bender Altec Industries, Inc Wrench Set 

Specialty Batteries $25 Gift Certificate 
for the Outback 
Cookshack Wilma Stone 

Dyna Systems Hat, Golf Balls, 
Lockback Knife, 
& Coin Trav Raymond & Linda Augustus 

Countrv Companies Road Atlas Doug Moreland, 

Hand Crafted Garden Gate 
Propane Drive, 

Computer Wares Battery Pack Ronald Stewart EnerStar Resources 

EnerStar Power Hat 
Mike’s Meat Shop 4 Pound Bag of 

Pork Burgers Ray’s Service Center Henigman Oil Co, Inc Gift Certificate for Cash 

Value of 1 Barrel of 
Crude Oil Gwen Orndorff 

Motorola Mini Screwdriver Set 

Pap-R-Products Scratch Pad and Pen First Bank & Trust $50 Savings Bond Mike & Deborah Graham 

Lanman Oil Case of Oil Doug & Mary Barker Citizen’s National Bank Silver Eagle Coin Glen Morgan 

Max & Diane’s Restaurant $10 Gift Certificate for Max & Diane’s Restaurant 

Farm Credit Services Koozie Kooler Matt & Nannette Murphy 

Dueco, Inc Toy Digger Derrick 
Truck-Bank 

Pool’s Bargain Center Simple Green 

EnerStar Power Corp. $250.00 Electric Credit Rav Gill 

Country Companies Edgar County 

Platbook/Land Atlas Marvin & Virginia Miller EnerStar Resources 7 in 1 Cooker/Smoker Drexel & Edith Howard 

Motorola Mini Screwdriver Set 
EnerStar Power and 

Royal Electric Fireplace Ray Aitken Keys Fertilizer Serivce 1 Gift Certificate for 
1 QT R- UP Ultra Ben & Irma Jean Hammond 

EnerStar Resources 
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Free Electricity? Buyer Beware 
Co-ops warn members about promotion of exotic generator 

Co-op leaders in Iowa, Minnesota and 

South Dakota are warning their members 

that recent mailings promising “free elec¬ 

tricity” may not quite pass the smell test. 

The mailings, all linked to businesses 

in Butler, NJ, invited recipients to sign up 

for a machine the authors called a “tech¬ 

nological breakthrough...that could pro¬ 

vide permanent free electricity for 

homeowners.” 

Regi Goodale, director of policy and re¬ 

search for the Iowa Association of Electric 

Cooperatives, would not term the mailings 

a scam. 

But, he said, “If something sounds too 

good to be true, it ought to be checked out 

very carefully, and this meets that test.” 

Goodale said his office notified the 

Iowa attorney general after receiving a 

number of queries about the mailings, 

which he said “sell videotapes and the 

right to get in line for some sort of tech¬ 

nology they never really identify.” 

Mailings to consumers from local pro¬ 

moters in Iowa and Wisconsin described a 

30 kW generator that “uses no fuel, is 

quiet and atmosphere friendly.” One mail¬ 

ing said it was run by two components, 

“the sundance generator and the hum¬ 

mingbird motor.” 

For a fee of $5 or $10 to handle pro¬ 

cessing costs, depending on the mailing, 

the recipient would be guaranteed a place 

in line “if and when” the machine be¬ 

came available. 

The promotion warned, however, that 

only the first 1.6 million to sign up na¬ 

tionwide would get their registrations free. 

It would cost latecomers $1,000. 

The “free” electricity was based on the 

assertion that the average home uses con¬ 

siderably less energy than the capacity of a 

30 kW generator. The promoters would 

make their money by selling the excess 

back to the local utility. 

“This is probably just the tip of the ice¬ 

berg, considering how the industry is 

changing” Goodale said, noting that the 

promoters “are making major, major as¬ 

sumptions about being able to sell power 

back to the grid.” 

Nor, he added, does the literature 

mention that “significant capital is in¬ 

volved, along with federal regulations, in 

terms of securing the status of a qualify¬ 

ing facility” interconnected to a utility that 

would be obligated to buy back the power. 

Mark Glaess, general manager of the 

Minnesota Rural Electric Association, said, 

“We asked the state attorney general about 

these mailings and they sent us back an e- 

mail saying these offers were obviously 

bogus.” 

In South Dakota, Martin McGrane, di¬ 

rector of communications for Sioux Val¬ 

ley-Southwestern Electric, said members 

were warned in the co-op’s newsletter to 

approach the offer with “extreme skepti¬ 

cism unless and until its legitimacy is 

conclusively demonstrated.” 

In some mailings, the promoter was 

identified as Dennis Lee and the parent 

companies as United Community Services 

of America, Better World Technologies, 

and the International Tesla Electric Co. All 

are based in Butler, NJ. 

Lee has been promoting his “free elec¬ 

tricity” machine for several years, accord¬ 

ing to published reports. He has never 

provided one for examination, but pro¬ 

moters offer to sell a video that purports 

to demonstrate its workings. 

Source: Jerry Lipson, Electric Co-op Today 

Avoiding dryer fires 
According to the U.S. Consumer Prod¬ 

uct Safety Commission, clothes dryers are 

associated with an estimated annual 

15,500 fires, 10 deaths, and 310 injuries 

per year. Some of these fires may occur 

when lint builds up in the filter or in the 

exhaust duct. In some cases, when lint 

blocks the flow of air, excessive heat build¬ 

up may cause a fire in some dryers. 

To prevent your clothes dryer from be¬ 

coming a fire hazard: 

• Clean the lint filter after each load of 

clothes. 

• While the dryer is operating, check the 

outside exhaust to make sure air is escap¬ 

ing normally. If the air isn’t exhausting 

freely, check inside both ends of the duct 

and remove any lint. 

• If there are signs that the dryer is hot¬ 

ter than normal, the dryer’s temperature 

control thermostat may need servicing. 

Call in a qualified service professional to 

check it out. 

• If you have a plastic, flexible duct, 

check it often for lint build-up. This type 

of duct is more apt to trap lint than duct¬ 

ing without ridges. 

• Follow manufacturers’ instructions for 

new installations. Most clothes dryers ap¬ 

proved by Underwriters Laboratories 

specify the use of metal exhaust-duct. If a 

metal duct is not available from the re¬ 

tailer that sells the dryer, check hardware 

or builder supply stores. If you are having 

the dryer installed, insist upon a metal 

duct unless the installer has verified that 

the manufacturer permits the use of plas¬ 

tic duct. 

Source: Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 

mission (www.cpsc.gov) 
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Announcing something new! 
EnerStar Power Corp is now offering you the opportunity to pay your electric bills electronically. You have the opportunity to take 

advantage of ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER. Your bill payment will be transferred automatically from your checking or savings ac¬ 
count to EnerStar Power Corp. 

Why use electronic funds transfer? 

• To save money. You will save on postage and check related fees. 

• To save time. You will no longer need to write and mail checks each month. 

• No worries. You will know each month that your payment has been made. 

• No hidden charges. EnerStar Power Corp will not charge you for this service. 

When will the transfer be made? 

Your bill is due upon receipt. We will electronically transfer funds on the due date. If the due date falls on Saturday or Sun¬ 
day your payment will be processed the Friday before the due date. If the due date falls on a holiday, your payment will be processed 
the day before the holiday. EnerStar Power Corp will continue to send a bill that shows your electric use and the amount due. Your 
bank statement will show the amount and the date of the transfer. If there are insufficient funds in your account, you will be charged 
a service fee by both your bank and EnerStar Power Corp. 

How to apply? 

Please complete the agreement form below. Be sure the name on the agreement matches the name on your EnerStar Power Corp 
account and your bank account. 

Attach a voided check to your agreement. 
Return the completed agreement and voided check to EnerStar Power Corp in the enclosed envelope and allow three to six weeks 

to process your agreement. 

I authorize EnerStar Power Corp and the designated financial institution to begin automatic deductions of my electric bill. 

 Checking Account Savings Account PLEASE ATTACH A VOIDED CHECK! 

Account No. Financial Institution 

Address City State Zip 

This authority remains effective until EnerStar Power Corp, my financial institution, or I terminate this agreement in writing. 

Name (print) Signature  

Address Phone ( )  

City State Zip  

ENERSTAR POWER CORP ACCOUNT NUMBER 

Date 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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EnerStar Power & EnerStar Resources 

1st Aimal CKtomr 
ApprcdaflM Bay 

A •< lii ler OK wfeok lanlly! 
When: Saturday, June 2, 2001 

Where: Mill Creek Park, Clarksville 
Pavilion #1 and Buechler Pavilion 

Catered meal served from 11 am-2pm 
Booths and Carnival from 11am-3pm 

* Contract your gas! 
Receive special ONE DAY discounts & pricing! 

For flic Kids: 
Clowns! 

Colton candy & snow cones! Face painting! 
Blow up amusements! 

Other fun games! 

s 

Office Closed 

Memorial Day 

The EnerStar Power Corp. 

office will be closed 

Monday, May 28 in obser- 

vance of Memorial Day. 

Attention: 

As of April 1, 2001 the Water Source Heat Pump Program will no longer be a 

service provided by EnerStar Power. In the past, the program provided funds to 

members for the purpose of financing the purchase & installation of water source 

heat pumps. A water source heat pump is defined as an electrically powered de¬ 

vice that uses natural heat storage ability of the earth and/or the earth’s ground 

water to heat and cool a home or business. The program has been discontinued 

due to very little interest from our membership and contractors. 
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Clear Talk! 
Illinois Cooperative Association, Inc. 

800-4004600 
WIDE-AREA 

800MHZ. TRUNKING RADIO SYSTEM 

• Not-For-Profit Corporation 

• Local Service Available 

O © © © 

Private Conversations 

Group Dispatch 

One-to-One Calls 

• Reasonable Monthly Rates 

New & Used Equipment 

Monthly & Long-Term Rental 

Maintenance Contract Available 

Loaner Units Available 

Free Demonstrations 
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A fun filled weekend at Mill Creek Park 

Whether you’re a boater, camper, fisherman, or a 
lake lover, ones bound to find fun and excitement at 
Mill Creek Park. With summer fun nearly here, the 
crew at Mill Creek Park are gearing up for the daily 
activity that is already taking place in the park! 

The park first opened its nature haven just in 
time for the summer in May of 1982. Park lovers 
have 2600 acres of land and 811 acres of water to get 
lost in. With 139 designated campsites there is more 
than enough room to spend a weekend with family 
and friends nestled in the woods of the park. The 
campgrounds offer numerous benefits including 
picnic tables, grills, and electricity at each site. If 
you’re coming to camp and are bringing a boat 
along too, a $ 1.50 a night will reserve a mooring 
post to conveniently dock your boat near the camp¬ 
ground. 

For the “campers” who 
prefer lights to stars, Mill 
Creek has a solution for 
that too! With six different 
units to choose from, 
they’re sure to have some¬ 
thing to accommodate your 
needs. Each cabin unit 
comes fully equipped with a 
kitchen, stove, pots, pans, 
dishes, refrigerator, and a 
charcoal grill. A courtesy 
dock is also available for all 
cabins and located near the 
units. Five of these six 
units are available for rental 
year round, offering both in 
season rates and off-season 
rates for interested renters. 
In season months are 
April-September and off- 
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season months are October- 

March. 

For water enthusiasts who do 

not own a boat, Mill Creek offers 

different options for renting a boat 

daily or for the entire weekend. 

The park has four pontoons and 

five Jon boats that they rent out to 

the public. The pontoon boats 

range from l6’-24’, and can ac¬ 

commodate up to 12 people. For 

fisherman, the Jon boats will hold 

three to four people. In order to 

operate any type of motorized wa¬ 

tercraft, renters must be at least 

18 years of age, or have a Boater 

Safety Certificate. In June, Mill 

Creek will be offering a Boat Smart 

class for anyone 14 and older. If you or someone 

you know is interested in taking the class, please 

contact the Mill Creek Office for more details. 

Every summer, the organized fishing tourna¬ 

ments bring traffic from all over Illinois and Indi¬ 

ana to Mill Creek Park to compete for the biggest 

fish. Over the last five years, Mill Creek has 

stocked over 60,000 catfish in the lake. The lake 

has also been stocked with muskie, largemouth 

bass, redear, bluegill, and black & white crappie. 

To sign up for tournaments this summer or to re¬ 

ceive a schedule of events, please contact the Mill 

Creekoffice at 217-889-3901. 

Mill Creek Park has approximately 15 miles of 

equestrian and ATV trails located on the West side 

of the park. A waiver and permit must be obtained 

prior to using the trails for all riders. All ATV riders 

must wear a helmet while 

riding on the trails. This year, 

Mill Creek received a grant of 

$80,000 for trail restoration 

and improvements. Mill 

Creek is hoping that these 

upgrades will bring more 

people to the park to ride 

horses andATV’s. 

This summer make plans 

to visit Mill Creek Park with 

family and friends. A good 

time is guaranteed for every¬ 

one. The Mill Creek crew will 

be waiting to greet you at the 

gate! 
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(N Youth Day 
Two students representing 

EnerStar Power Corp. partici¬ 

pated in the Illinois Electric 

and Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth 

Day, Wednesday April 4, in Springfield. 

Students met with area legislators, 

watched the government in action, 

visited the Illinois Supreme Court and 

toured Lincoln’s tomb and the 

Governor’s mansion. Students also 

participated in the Wheel of Coopera¬ 

tion game show, designed to show 

their knowledge of Illinois Electric Co¬ 

operatives. The day was sponsored by 

the electric and telephone co-ops in 

the state in an effort to introduce 

young rural leaders to state govern¬ 

ment. 

Pictured with Senator Judy 
Myers are, front row from 
left: Anne Yargus, 
chaperone, EnerStar 
Power Corp., Meg Yargus of Marshall, 
Sen. Myers, and Lewis Thiel of Paris. 

Great American Duck Race hits Paris again! 

Ducks will swim and children will 

laugh. It's guaranteed! And the first 

place winner will go home with $5,000. 

Some quacky fun will be found June 24 

at Twin Lakes Park as the Great American 

Duck Race arrives in Paris again, accom¬ 

panied by a Children’s Festival, sched¬ 

uled to begin at noon and continuing 

through 9 p m. The Great American 

Duck Race is scheduled for 5 p.m. 

Area residents have the opportunity 

to “adopt” the little ducks that will be 

raced on a portion of Twin Lakes. Adopt¬ 

ers are competing for six prizes, includ¬ 

ing the top prize of $5,000. The ducks 

will be numbered and each purchaser 

will receive a corresponding adoption 

number. 

Representatives from the Edgar 

County Children’s Home, organizers of 

the event, estimate the race will be 20 to 

30 minutes in length from the time the 

ducks are dropped in the lake to the 

time the winning duck enters the ‘duck 

trap’ and crosses the finish line. The 

Edgar County Children’s Home offers 

several programs for children and fami¬ 

lies in Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Dou¬ 

glas, Edgar, Moultrie, and Shelby 

counties. 

The Great American 

Duck Race is only one part 

of the re-DUCK-ulously fun 

day! The Edgar County 

Children’s Home is also or¬ 

ganizing a Children’s Festi¬ 

val in Twin Lakes West Park 

on race day. There will be a 

food tent featuring barbecue 

sandwiches, fish sand¬ 

wiches, French fries, cotton 

candy, watermelon slices, 

duck cookies, snow cones, 

ice cream, popcorn, candy 

and many more tasty treats. 

In addition, there will be all 

types of free entertainment 

including two performances 

by the Paris City Band. 

There will be several educa¬ 

tional displays for children, 

a magician, juggler, mime 

and clowns. And for even 

more fun, there will be spe¬ 

cial children’s attractions 

like slides, an obstacle course, train and 

pony rides, a petting zoo, several games 

and booths, spin art, sand art, face 

painting, balloons and all types of duck 

merchandise. 

For more information, check out the 

Edgar County Children’s Home website 

at www.ecch.org in the “What’s New” sec¬ 

tion, or call Duck Central at (217) 466- 

DUCK. 
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new fuel cell technology 

“We are very excited about this new technology, ” said Tom Hentz, president/ 
CEO of EnerStar Po wer, during a press conference to announce the completion 
of a fuel cell test. “EnerStar Power Corp is constantly investigating new and 
emerging technology that will help our members. We realize that alternative 
sources of energy will be important to supplying our members ’ energy needs in 
the future. ” 

EnerStar introduces 
EnerStar Power Corp has com¬ 

pleted the first test of a fuel cell that 
in the future will allow the co-op to 
provide electricity without power lines 
and poles. A fuel cell is an electro¬ 
chemical device that converts propane 
or natural gas directly into electricity. 
There is no pollution or combustion, 
and water and heat are the only by¬ 
products. 

The alpha test unit was one of 
eight installed at the offices of electric 
cooperative members of Energy Co- 
Opportunity (ECO), an energy diversi¬ 
fication cooperative helping co-ops 
find innovative ways to serve the en¬ 
ergy needs of members. The test 
started last April and the EnerStar 
Power test unit was partially funded 
with a grant from the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Commerce and Community 
Affairs (DCCA) Bureau of Energy and 
Recycling, Division of Energy. 

“We are very excited about this 
new technology,” says Tom Hentz, 
president/CEO of EnerStar Power. 
“EnerStar Power Corp is constantly 
investigating new and emerging tech¬ 
nology7 that will help our members. 
We realize that alternative sources of 
energy will be important to supplying 
our members’ energy needs in the fu¬ 
ture.” 

Eventually the fuel cell will be 
about the size of the central air condi¬ 
tioner sitting outside your home and 
will supply clean electricity with no 
blinks, voltage sags or outages, says 
Hentz. 

The test was designed by H-Power, 
the manufacturer, to find and correct 
any unexpected problems. “In es¬ 
sence we wanted to see if we could 
make it fail then find solutions to 
those failures,” says Hentz. “Next 
ECO will install H-Power’s second gen¬ 

eration beta test units at EnerStar 
Power and 39 other electric co-op 
sites across the country. The beta test 
fuel cells will produce 4.5 kw, 50 per¬ 
cent more than the energy’ output of 
the first alpha units, plus the units 
will be significantly smaller,” says 
Hentz. 

Eventually the H-Power fuel cells 
will produce 10 kw, enough to power a 
normal home and will use about 40 
gallons of propane a month. The first 
commercial fuel cells could cost as 
much as $8,000 for a 10 kW unit, but 
Hentz expects the price to drop to 
around $3,000 to $4,000. The fuel cell 
can use propane or natural gas and 
depending on the price of fuel will pro¬ 
duce electricity7 at 7.5 to 9-5 cents per 
kwh. 

EnerStar expects to use fuel cells 
first in hard-to serve remote areas, 

where the cost of building new line is 
more expensive than providing elec¬ 
tric service with a fuel cell. “We also 
expect to market these units through¬ 
out our service territory and beyond,” 
says Hentz. He expects commercial 
units will be available for sale by 2003. 

Hentz says that ECO and its mem¬ 
ber cooperatives are also investigating 
other energy alternatives including 
microturbines and solar photovolta- 
ics. “All of these new technologies will 
allow us to diversify our power supply 
sources and provide what is being 
called distributed generation,” says 
Hentz. “This new technology will also 
allow us to serve remote locations 
without having to build miles of line.” 

For further information regarding 
the fuel cell, please contact the 
EnerStar Power Office or visit 
www.enerstar.com. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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Lucky Kay Recording Studio 

Have you ever wondered what it would 

be like to step foot inside of a real record¬ 

ing studio? You might think that you 

would need to travel to Nashville, New 

York or Los Angeles to see something as 

cool as that. However, that is not the case. 

Just south of Marshall, off of Route 1, the 

Lucky Kay Recording Studio is busily mak¬ 

ing music and mixing tunes. Karl Kilmer, 

owner of the Lucky Kay Recording Studio, 

has been in the business for nearly 34 

years. 

The studio is housed in a garage-like 

building just outside of Karl’s home. Once 

you journey inside, you are instantly sur¬ 

rounded by a variety of electrical equip¬ 

ment featuring blinking lights and sliding 

buttons. Karl says that his system is worth 

around $65,000 in total. The Mackie D&B 

mixing combo, the latest design in digital 

equipment, makes up the majority of 

Karl’s equipment. 

As you venture on through the studio, 

you will bump into other musical equip¬ 

ment including a piano, an organ, guitars, 

all kinds of microphones, and drums. In 

another section of the studio, there is a 

solo room that has incredible acoustics. 

The room is so quiet that you could hear a 

pin drop - if the floors weren’t covered 

with carpet! With five-eighths inch of 

soundboard and a half-inch of drywall 

covered with two inches of acoustic foam, 

no wonder it is so quiet! 

Thirty-four years ago when Karl first 

started recording, he was using an old reel 

to reel the tape recorder. Since then, he 

has replaced everything with new, state-of- 

the-art recording equipment. Each year, 

Karl attends workshops and conferences 

to stay on top of all the new things hap¬ 

pening in the industry and to become fa¬ 

miliar with the new technology. 

Karl does more than just mix 

the music; he also plays the 

steel guitar. Sometimes he 

spends 13 hours a day and up 

to three weeks working on just a couple 

songs. Once he gets into a song, he can’t 

pull himself away until the song is fin¬ 

ished. 

Jeff Waller, also from Marshall, uses 

the studio to record his own music too. 

Like Karl, Jeff also plays musical instru¬ 

ments and sings in his songs. Jeff records 

each instrument one at a time, while Karl 

mixes all the instruments and singing to¬ 

gether, creating the song. 

The finished product is unbelievable! 

The sound is so clear that you feel as if it 

is a live performance. So, if you’re a mu¬ 

sic buff and are interested in talking to 

Karl or just stopping by to see his place, 

give him a call because he would love you 

see you. Karl may be reached at 217-826- 

5163. 
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Electric utility deregulation working line in Illinois 
Electric utility deregulation is a disas¬ 

ter in California, but in Illinois it is work¬ 
ing just fine according to Tom Hentz, 
president and CEO of EnerStar Power 
Corp. EnerStar Power is the first coopera¬ 
tively-owned alternative retail electric sup¬ 
plier (ARES) authorized to sell electricity 
outside of its native service territory. 
Hentz’s only wish is that more customers 
understood the benefits and realized that 
they could save money. 

“This is not California,” says Hentz. 
“There is good news to share about de¬ 
regulation in Illinois. I think people see 
the news about the California situation 
and assume they are lucky not to be hav¬ 
ing to deal with rolling blackouts.” Hentz 
says that nearly 12,000 Illinois business 
customers have switched to EnerStar and 
are saving money. Those customers are 
less than 2 percent of those that are eli¬ 
gible. 

EnerStar is able to save electric cus¬ 

tomers anywhere from 5 to 10 percent on 

the energy’ portion of their electric bill de¬ 

pending on the electric customer’s cur¬ 

rent rate, load factor and other criteria. 

EnerStar Power is one of 13 ARES cer¬ 
tified by the Illinois Commerce Commis¬ 
sion to provide an alternative source of 
electric power to Illinois electric custom¬ 
ers. Hentz says, “All of the other ARES are 
large investor-owned utilities or indepen¬ 
dent power producers, but we have been 
able to compete with them because they 
are only considering the larger customers. 
We believe all electric customers should 
be given the same consideration.” 

Hentz says Illinois’ deregulation law is 
much better than the one California legis¬ 
lators passed. “First of all, in Illinois we 
are phasing deregulation in over a three 
year period. It started in October of 1999 
with larger industrial and commercial 
customers and will be completed in May 
of 2002 when all residential customers of 
investor-owned utilities will be eligible to 
choose a new supplier. This flexibility will 
allow us to make changes and correct 
problems as they are discovered during 
the transition,” says Hentz. Other electric 
cooperatives and municipal utilities, as 

self-governed and self-regulated utilities, 

may elect to enter the competitive market¬ 

place and offer their customers a choice 

of suppliers, but they are not required to 

participate. 

EnerStar is focusing their efforts on 

small businesses and industrial accounts. 

According to EnerStar’s Customer Account 

Executive Angela Griffin, “EnerStar is lo¬ 

cally owned and controlled. We want to fo¬ 

cus our efforts on the surrounding 

communities.” Griffin added that many 

ARES are not interested in business cus¬ 

tomers who need less than one megawatt 

of power. She pointed out that EnerStar’s 

philosophy is that small businesses 

should have the same opportunities as 

large businesses in the new deregulated 

electric market. 

EnerStar Power has diversified its 

power-supply portfolio to increase reliabil¬ 

ity, lower cost and reduce risk. The co-op 

has long-term power supply contracts and 

is also building a gas-fired peaking plant 

with another partner. Adding to the power 

supply options, EnerStar Power is shop¬ 

ping for the best price on the spot market 

and has plans to provide distributed gen¬ 

eration options using microturbines and 

fuel cells. Distributed generators will pro¬ 

vide an on-site power source for custom¬ 

ers. The co-op recently completed a test of 

the first generation of fuel cells from H- 

Power Corporation and will begin testing a 

new second-generation fuel cell this sum¬ 

mer. Fuel cells from EnerStar Power may 

be available as soon as 2003. 
Although electric rates have doubled 

for some customers in California, locally 

EnerStar has reduced its power supply 

and administrative costs and passed those 

savings on to its co-op members. Custom¬ 

ers’ average bills were dramatically re¬ 

duced last year. Hentz says, “We have put 

together an excellent rate package for our 

customers and we have a very competitive 

price for energy.” 

Griffin says more businesses should 

investigate their options. “It doesn’t hurt 

to shop. The process is fairly simple. All 

you have to do is sip a form called a let¬ 

ter of agency that authorizes EnerStar 

Power to review your billing information. 

We also need a copy of your most recent 

electric bill. Occasionally we need more 

information depending on other rate and 

load factors,” she says. 

When a customer switches to a differ¬ 

ent power supplier, delivery service is still 

handled by the local utility, including out¬ 

age calls. There is no difference on the de¬ 

livery of the electricity. One difference 

however, is that a customer that switches 

power suppliers with a written authoriza¬ 

tion will receive two bills at this time. 

“One bill will be from the customer’s cur¬ 

rent supplier for delivery services, transi¬ 

tion fees and taxes and one will be from 

EnerStar Power for electrical power usage. 

We are currently initializing one bill op¬ 

tion and will offer that option within the 

next six months,” says Griffin. 

“Right now I hope business custom¬ 

ers, especially small business customers, 

will give us a call or visit our Web site. 

They need to make an informed deci¬ 

sion,” says Griffin. She says another way 

to find out more about dereplation in Il¬ 

linois is to visit the Illinois Commerce 

Commission’s Web site at 

www.icc.state.il.us. EnerStar Power can be 

reached at (217) 463-4145 or at 

www.enerstar.com. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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THANK YOU! • THANK YOU! • THANK YOU! 
CM 

EnerStar Power and EnerStar Resources 

would like to say “Thank You,” 

to all of our members who attended our 

1st Annual Customer Appreciation Day, 

Saturday, June 1, at Mill Creek Park. 

We served over 1,400 meals and contracted a bunch of gas! 

Thank you for helping make the day a HUGE success! 

Door Prize Winners were: 

Mystery Prize: Robert McCall 

Electric Energy Credit: Katherine Williams 

Propane Energy Credit: Rich & Kathy Spencer 

Electric Fireplace: Jim and Joy Wright 

Congratulations to all of our winners! 

Office Closing 

The offices of EnerStar Power and 

EnerStar Resources will be closed 

on Wednesday, July 4, in 

observance of Independence Day. 
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Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 
and Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Through 

) 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Com Belt Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. and Shelby Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Illinois Cooperative 
Association, Inc. (Clear Talk), is offering long distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State 
of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per 
minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day-7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-888-414-4116 
Mail application to: Clear Talk, RO. Box 1087, Paris, IL 61944 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1 -877-990-7466 

DETACH HERE 

Name Social Security Number 

“I 

| Street City State Zip  | 

Telephone Numbers ( ) -  ( ) -  ( ) -  

I Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested  . 
' *lf 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
I (existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, to transfer my Interiata and Intralata (local toll) long distance service. I agree I 
I to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit I 

for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

. Customer Signature Date  
• Illinois Cooperative Association 
I 1 
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Computer Wares: Then and Now 
Jim Lewis watched his lifelong dream 

start to unfold when he opened up the 
doors of his own computer business in 
Paris, IL in 1977. The very first office 
was operated right out of Jim’s home. 
This was the shop until he later moved 
out of his home and into an office in 
town. Jim started the business for the 
purpose of selling microcomputers to 
businesses throughout the area, back 
before the time of the IBM PC. Jim sold 
systems to area attorneys and busi¬ 
nesses, and installed the first computer 
system at the Paris Hospital. 

Jim got involved in hardware mainte¬ 
nance on systems that were being uti¬ 
lized in grain elevators all over the state 
of Illinois. He was an expert in installing 
communication systems both through 
the phone lines and wireless. This 
made up a large part of their business 
throughout the 80’s and the early 90’s. 

Through all of the changes and addi¬ 
tional services that Jim has added to 
Computer Wares, they have continually 
worked on PC’s as they have evolved 
into a faster, more reliable machine. 

Computer Wares has always special¬ 
ized in networking. Over the years, as 
more and more businesses got into net¬ 
working, Jim and his staff went from 
traveling all over the state, to just this 
area. 1995 brought an even newer type 
of technology into Jim’s life: the 
Internet. Since then, being an Internet 
Service Provider has been a strong focus 
of Computer Wares. They currently have 
local access numbers in the towns of 
and areas around Paris, Brocton, 

Computer Wares staff pictured (l-r): James Aitkin, Jim Lewis, Steve Rigdon 
and Blaze Lewis. 

BULLETPROOF PRO 
iddiDO^s to the workft best-' 

Marshall, Chrisman, 
West Union, Vermillion, 
Hume/Metcalf, Redmon, 
Casey Martinsville, and 
Kansas. Computer Wares 
also offers web hosting. 

In 1999, the oppor¬ 
tunity arose for Jim 
Lewis to make Computer 
Wares a subsidiary of 
EnerStar Power. This 
takeover will allow Com¬ 
puter Wares to develop 
and implement on-line 
billing and metering, and continually ex¬ 
pand their service area through 
EnerStar’s existing T1 communication 
lines. Through Computer Wares, 

Future home of Computer Wares 

EnerStar is able to provide a secure 
server for electronic power trading and 
the purchasing of power. This is very 
important with residential deregulation 
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just around the corner, in May of 2002. 
Before the Computer Wares buyout, 
EnerStar was a large non-residential 
Internet customer. 

If you’re looking for a computer that 
fits your exact wants and needs, Com¬ 
puter Wares is the place to go. Their 
trained staff can custom build a PC to 
your specifications. The primary focus 
of Computer Wares is to businesses, not 
only the computers but also the net¬ 
working infrastructure. They also sell 
printers, monitors, printer cartridges, 
cables, as well as other consumables for 
your computer system. 

Computer Wares is a small business 
that employees only five people. Jim 
Lewis is the ISP Administrator. He also 
works with some of the business cus¬ 
tomers, supporting their networks and 
servers. Steve Rigdon is the Office Man¬ 
ager. He oversees the day-to-day func¬ 
tions in the office. He works with 
customers, billing, and other areas of 
the business. Blaze Lewis is a Microsoft 
Certified Professional. He does on site 
network support with area businesses. 
Allen Jackson is an A+ Certified Techni¬ 
cian. He works in the shop and helps 
out with Internet support. James Aitkin 
is a Shop Technician. James builds 
computers and also does Internet sup¬ 
port. 

In August, Computer Wares will be 
moving their office to the front of the 

The server room at Computer Wares 

building that they currently occupy. 
Right now, the office is in the back sec¬ 
tion of the building. Now that the 
Bookshelf is no longer there, the space 
in the front has opened up for business. 
By moving to the front of the building, 
all of the operations will now be on one 

floor. This move will also give Computer 
Wares more space for working. Feel free 
to stop by the office and see what Com¬ 
puter Wares has to offer or call 465-5233 
for more information. 

Computer Wares, Inc. 
130 N. Main St., Paris, IL 61944 (217) 465-5233 

Introductory Offer: 1st 3 months for $30 
Local Access Numbers Include: 

Paris, Brocton, Marshall, Chrisman, West Union, Vermillion, 
Hume/Metcalf Redmon Casey, Martinsville, Kansas 

www. comwares. net 

INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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Rural youth bring consumer message to Capitol Hill 
During the week of June 15-22, Lewis 

Thiel of Paris and Meg Yargus of Marshall 

represented EnerStar Power Corp and 

joined 1,300 youth from throughout the 

U.S. to meet with their elected representa¬ 

tives, tour Washington, D.C. and learn more 

about electric cooperatives and the demo¬ 

cratic principles that guide cooperative 

businesses. 

Today’s news about power problems in 

California and deregulation made the trip 

even more relevant to the high school stu¬ 

dents. As our lawmakers debated the 

nation’s energy policy issues, the young Illi¬ 

nois leaders on the Youth to Washington 

tour got a chance to ask questions and 

voice their opinions. 

Over lunch the Illinois youth represen¬ 

tatives met with Representatives Tim 

Johnson of Sidney, David Phelps of 

Eldorado, Jerry Costello of Belleville, Lane 

Evans of Rock Island, Ray LaHood of Peroia 

and John Shimkus of Collinsville. 

During a rally at the Capitol steps on 

June 18 they heard from other congres¬ 

sional and consumer leaders. Rep. Collin 

Peterson, D- Minn., a member of the House 

Agriculture Committee, urged the youth to 

find a career in their rural communities. 

To help make that possible he said Con¬ 

gress is working with co-ops and small 

businesses to “bring economic develop¬ 

ment to our communities.” 

Peterson went on to say, “You being 

here is very important. Your parent’s hair is 

getting a little grayer. It’s so important that 

you’re here to be involved in the process.” 

Former Sen. Howard Metzenbaum, now 

chairman of the Consumer Federation of 

America, didn’t mince words when he 

said, “If you want a better country, if you 

want a better community, get off your butts 

and fight for what you believe in.” 

The high school students also partici¬ 

pated in a town hall meeting where they 

discussed and debated energy policy and 

the survival of rural America. 

This event, sponsored each year by the 

electric and telephone cooperatives of Illi¬ 

nois, began in the late 1950s to introduce 

rural youths to our democratic form of gov¬ 

ernment and cooperatives. 

If you would like to know more about 

this event and plans for next year’s Youth to 

Washington tour, call EnerStar Power Corp 

at (217) 463-4145. 

Top photo: Meg Yargus of Marshall and Lems 
Thiel of Paris represented EnerStar Power 
Corp. They met with Congressman Tim 
Johnson on Capitol Hill and were among 54 
rural Illinois youth leaders selected for 
the trip. Pictured are (l-r): Yargus, 
Congressman Johnson and Thiel. 

Bottom photo: During the Youth to 
Washington tour Yargus (left) and Thiel 
met also met with Congressman David 
Phelps. They also toured the Capitol, 
Supreme Court, Arlington Cemetery and 
many other sites. 

Join the Touchstone Energy® 

electric cooperatives 

See all the activities at the Touchstone 
Energy® booth on Illinois Avenue, just 

south of the carnival: 

August 10-12 
Meet Cheri White 

See this U.S. Hot Air Balloon Ladies’ Division 
Champion, and get your autographed collectors balloon 

card. Expect a visit from the Touchstone Energy hot air 
balloon opening night and throughout opening weekend. 

Daily , 
Touchstone Energy booth 

Meet electric cooperative employees and see the latest products and services offered by their     
cooperatives. See why Touchstone Energy cooperatives are the power of human connections! Touchstone Energy 

Come share the 
excitement! 

August 10-12 and 17-19 
Kyle Finley’s Live Line Safety Demo 

During several 30-minute daily shows, using live electric wires, Kyle will 
educate spectators on how to protect themselves and others from injuries 

or even death caused by electricity. 

Daily 
Pole climbing demos and kids’ pictures 
See electric linemen from cooperatives around the state demonstrate climbing 
maneuvers, and have the kids’ pictures taken in lineman’s climbing gear. 

IN 
<N 
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Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 
and Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Through 

is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
No term agreements - Major carrier 
800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 

Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Corn Belt Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. and Shelby Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Illinois Cooperative 
Association, Inc. (Clear Talk), is offering long distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State 
of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per 
minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. 
Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day-7 
days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-888-414-4116 
Mail application to: Clear Talk, 11596 IL Hwy 1, Paris, IL 61944 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-877-990-7466 

DETACH HERE 

Name 

Street City 

Social Security Number 

State Zip 

Telephone Numbers ( ) -  ( ) -  ( ) -  

. Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested  , 
' *lf 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
I (existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, to transfer my Interiata and Intralata (local toll) long distance service. I agree I 
I to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit I 

for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

, Customer Signature  Date  
' Illinois Cooperative Association 
I 1 
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Touchstone Energy 
The power of hunuw connections 

. ■ 

Touchstone Energy 
! The power of human connections 

Live Line Demo hits Paris Honeybee Festival 

EnerStar Power is proudly sponsoring 
Kyle Finley and his “Live Line Demo” elec¬ 
trical safety display at the Paris Honeybee 
Festival, on Saturday, September 29, 2001. 
The demonstrations will be part of the fes¬ 
tivities taking place at the Edgar County 
Fairgrounds on Saturday afternoon, with 
shows at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. 

Kyle has been working for Rural Electric 
Co-operatives for many years. He does 
safety demonstrations for schools, fire 
departments, farm safety programs and 

businesses throughout the Midwest. His 

demo covers a variety of safety issues 
including, ground fault receptacles, 
lock-out/tag-out, causes of blinking lights, 
car accidents and poles, downed wire 
hazards, wood as a conductor, kite strings 
and live wires, mylar balloons, awareness 
of overhead wires, and OSHA minimum 
clearance to power lines. 

We invite all of our members, as well 
as the community, to come see this awesome 
display promoting electrical safety. If you 
have any questions, please contact the 
EnerStar office at (217) 463-4145 ext. 628. 

, 

OFFICE CLOSING 
EnerStar Power’s office 

will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 3, 
in observance of 

Labor Day. 
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Honey 13 ee Festival 

Flea Market 
East Jasper Street Plaza • Paris, Illinois 

Kmart Shopping Center 

Arts ~ Crafts ~ Antiques ~ Flea Market Items ~ Food ~ Carnival 

Carriage Rides ~ Pony Rides - Petting Zoo ~ Camel Rides 

September 28*,29A&30tt',2001 th' ith 

F^ocl vendors welcome 
^ Certificate of insurance required 

Table spaces $15.00 per day 

Larger spaces available SiL 

Electric hookup available 

All space sales are final - No refunds 

Not responsible for accidents or losses 

For Reservations Contact; 

Jim Miller (217) 463-6955 or (217) 465-7565 

yfr 
m 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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The Paris Antique Association will have old steam engine tractors and other antiques and crafts on display at the 
Edgar County Fairgrounds, September 28 - 30. 

Paris Honeybee Fall Festival September 28, 29 & 30th, 2001 
Paris will be a beehive of activity dur¬ 

ing the Honeybee Festival at several loca¬ 

tions throughout the city. The annual 

festival is held the last full weekend in 

September. This month, Enerstar high¬ 

lights the Honeybee Festival organized by 

local organizations and many steadfast 

volunteers. 

Paris Honeybee Festival - 

September 28-30th 

It will be a weekend full of activities at 

the Edgar County Fairgrounds, Downtown 

on the square, Historical Society on North 

Main Street and East Jasper Street K-mart 

Plaza. Each site provides fun activities for 

the entire family. 

At the Edgar County Fairgrounds: 

The Paris Honeybee Antique Association 

will present an antiques, crafts and 

collectibles show and sale. There will be 

many “folk art” demonstrations again this 

year at the Edgar County Fairgrounds. 

There will be quilting, whittling, 

blacksmithing, chair caning, spinning, 

weaving, dulcimer music, stack and whack 

and tatting. There will also be a deer horn 

carver and a clay potter. 

In the center of the Fairground track 

there will be a Civil War encampment with 

cannons, campfire cooking and period 

clothing. Try your hand with the Tomahawk 

throwers. Another area of the fairgrounds 

will host antique farm machinery, steam 

engines and gas engines. 

Longaberger collectors will once again 

get a chance to win a hand-woven original 

basket by one of Dresden’s own weavers 

on Saturday and Sunday! 

For 50<t the children can enjoy barrel 

rides, a space walk, honeybee beanbag 

toss, sack races and much, much more! 

A free petting zoo will be open to all ages. 

There will be other activities for children 

and adults such as pumpkin painting, 

cakewalk and a barnyard scramble (Sat. 

afternoon). 

The Bee demonstrations will be through¬ 

out the weekend with an observation bee¬ 

hive, displays and honey sales along with 

other related bee activities. Learn why the 

Honeybee is so important to Edgar County 

thru pollination. Saturday and Sunday come 

see a live bee beard! 

On Sunday afternoon come and enjoy 

not only a kiddie tractor pull, but watch 

adults try their skill as well. 

Friday night at the 4-H Fairgrounds 

(turn east on Elliott Street) the Paris 

Honeybee Antique Association members 

will sponsor the “Pitch Fork Fondue” with 

the help of the Dave Barrett family. The 

menu will include slow-cooked pork ten¬ 

derloin on a pitch fork over an open fire, 

with other “fixins” to complete the meal! 

This will be served from 4-8 p.m. 

Music will be provided throughout the 

weekend with the Burton Riggs Family, 

Taylor Ware, Tammy Lowe and other per¬ 

formers from Paris. 

Enerstar Power will sponsor electrical 

safety with a live line demonstration on 

Saturday at 1, 2, 3 & 5 p.m. 

The Paris Honeybee Antique Associa¬ 

tion invites you to come out to the fair- 

Continued on page 28. 
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There will be plenty of activities for the young and young at heart 
including a toy tractor pull and sheep rodeo. 

grounds for a fun filled weekend! Parking 
$2 per car (proceeds will go to the Mayo 
Booster Club, American Legion Post 211 
and the Paris Honeybee Antique Associa¬ 
tion). For more information call 
(217)269-2445 or (217)466-8490. 

Edgar County Historical Society: 

Take a walk through history at the Vic¬ 
torian Arthur House, home of the Edgar 
county Historical Society, activities are 
planned throughout the weekend. 

For several years fourth grade children 
from area schools have come on Friday to 
be a part of history portrayed at the ECHS. 

Festival goers will want to visit a note¬ 
worthy pioneer log cabin and Edgar 
County Historical Museum on the 
society’s grounds. Food will be served 
both Friday and Saturday. 

There will be knitting and tatting dem¬ 
onstrations, food preservation demonstra¬ 
tions, fireside cooking and storytelling. 

Come and enjoy old-time music with 
a live four-piece ensemble and Gene 
Tremble’s Dance Band. 

Food contest for items made using 
honey (deadline Sat. at 10:30 a.m.), “Bee 
Creative” contest for crafts related to bees 
(deadline Sat. at 10:30). 

A talk on “Uses of Wild Plants” by Sally 
Goodwill from West Terre Haute. 

Other happenings will include booths 
with pumpkins, mums, candles, etc., a 
display of antique trucks, cars and tools 
with other displays in the annex. For more 
information call (217) 463-2632. 

Edgar County Courthouse Lawn and 

Downtown Paris: 

The downtown Paris area will be full 
of activities during the Honeybee Fall Fes¬ 
tival. The activities will kick off on Sunday, 
September 23 with the coronation of the 
Honeybee Queen. On the south side of the 
square, the Kiwanis Early Risers will host 
the “Little German” tent featuring German 
food, beverages and music. Entertainment 
in the tent will begin Thursday night with 
Karaoke from 7-12 p.m. On Friday and 
Saturday nigjit the tent will host the Knappers, 
playing authentic German 
music. German food will 
be served from 11 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. 

On the north side of 
the square, the Paris 
Kiwanis Club will serve 
pancakes hot off the 
griddle on Friday and Sat¬ 
urday from 6 a.m. until 2 
p.m. The main attraction 
will be a concert on Satur¬ 
day evening starting at 6 
p.m. Local talent Travis 
Henry will open for the 
Sons of the South, a coun¬ 
try-western band from 
Terre Haute. This concert 
is sponsored by Cellular 
One of East Central Illinois 
and Simonton Windows of 
Paris. Sunday will see the 

4th Annual Honeybee Car Show fill up the 
parking lot of the Edgar County Bank and 
Trust. Registration for this event starts at 
9:00 AM with the Show and Shine starting 
at Noon until 4:00 PM. The third annual 
Honeybee Talent Show will be on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Local restaurants, service clubs and 
private vendors will set up food and craft 
booths around the courthouse lawn. 
Downtown business merchants with 
sidewalk sales will offer bargains during 
the festival. 

Host Joe Sanders will continue to do 
his annual tours on Friday and Saturday 
including the historic Edgar County Court¬ 
house. Mr. Sanders will share many inter¬ 
esting and sometimes amusing stories 
about former Paris residents. 

The Bicentennial Art Center located in 
the Alexander Mansion will host the Hon¬ 
eybee Art Gallery during the Festival. 

Please contact Alan Moore at (217) 
465-4176 for information regarding the 
downtown area. Information regarding 
the car show should be directed to Gene 
Rigdon at (217) 463-1477. Be sure to 
check the Honeybee Festival website at 
www.honeybeefestival.org for current 
information. 

Children’s activities will also include games, 
mazes, barnyard bingo, a petting zoo and 
pumpkin decorating. 

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ^ SEPTEMBER 2001 www.enerstar.com 



EnerStar^ total energy supplier^ 

MONTHLY' 
www.enerstar.com • Paris, Illinois 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

Celebrating the co-op advantage 
OCTOBEI is national cooperative month. It is a time to celebrate the 

accomplishments of cooperatives and to educate the public about the 

advantages cooperatives offer. The idea for a celebration of cooperatives began 

in 1924 in Waukegan, Illinois and became a national event in 1964. 

Today, educating the public about cooperatives has become 3rd Principle: members’ 
even more important due to the deregulation of many industries. economic participation 
Electric deregulation is in the forefront now, and electric coopera¬ 

tives are a large part of that industry 

More than 34 million people in the United States receive their 

electricity from a cooperative. That’s more than one in 10 Ameri¬ 

cans. And chances are, all Americans receive some product or ser¬ 

vice through the 48,000 plus cooperatives that exist in America. 

Products such as Land O’Lakes, Ocean Spray and Sunkist are all 

made by cooperatives. And businesses such as Ace Hardware and 

True Value are cooperatively owned and operated. 

But what is a cooperative? It is a member-owned, democrati¬ 

cally controlled enterprise, created and used by its member-own¬ 

ers to provide goods and services. That means member-owners 

have a say in how the cooperative is run and receive the benefits of 

it. With other businesses, shareholders receive all the capital gain 

at the expense of the people who use the products or services. But 

electric cooperatives give back this gain in the form of capital 

credits to the members themselves. 

More than 120 million people across America are forming co¬ 

operative businesses to find solutions to their community’s needs. 

They have realized that cooperatives give consumers more choices, 

cost savings and less risks. Cooperatives are guided by the set of 

seven principles below. 

1st Principle: voluntary and 
open membership 

Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, open to all persons 

able to use their services and willing to accept the responsibilities 

of membership. 

2nd Principle: democratic 
member control 

Cooperatives are democratic organizations controlled by their 

members, who actively participate in setting their policies and 

making decisions. Men and women serving as elected representa¬ 

tives are accountable to the membership. 

Members contribute equally to, and democratically control, the 

capital of their cooperative. At least part of that capital is usually 

the common property of the cooperative. They usually receive lim¬ 

ited compensation, if any, on capital subscribed as a condition of 

membership. 

4th Principle: autonomy and 
independence 

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help organizations con¬ 

trolled by their members. If they enter into agreements with other 

organizations, including governments, or raise capital from exter¬ 

nal sources, they do so on terms that ensure democratic control by 

their members and maintain their cooperative autonomy. 

5th Principle: education, training, 
and information 

Cooperatives provide education and training for their mem¬ 

bers, elected representatives, managers and employees so they can 

contribute effectively to the development of their cooperatives. 

6th Principle: cooperation among 
cooperatives 

Cooperatives serve their members most effectively and 

strengthen the cooperative movement by working together through 

local, national, regional and international structures. 

7th Principle: concern for the 
community 

While focusing on member needs, cooperatives work for com¬ 

munity development through policies accepted by their members. 

Keep these principles in mind as you think about the coopera¬ 

tives that help make your life a little better. To find out more about 

electric co-ops visit www.aiec.org or www.nreca.org. 
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The Difference. 
Working 

Find Solutions 
to 

inding the best solution by working together. That’s 

what cooperatives are all about. 

Member-owned and democratically controlled 

enterprises, cooperatives belong to the people who use 

them-people who have organized to provide themselves 

with the goods and services they need when those 

needs are not being met by other types of businesses. 

All across America, 120 million people are finding 

solutions to community needs through their coopera¬ 

tives. This means cost-savings, less risk and more 

choices for America’s consumers and producers. And 

more choices mean more innovation in the market¬ 

place and more accessible products and services, To¬ 

day, more than 48,000 cooperatives exist for farming, 

banking, housing, child care, health care, electric and 

telephone service, food retailing and other goods and 

services. 

People trust their cooperatives to help them find so¬ 

lutions. Support your local cooperatives. 

For more information about cooperatives, visit 

www.ncba.org. 

Cooperatives 
Businesses People Trust 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ^ OCTOBER 2001 www.enerstar.com 



ENERSTAR POWER CORP 
11597 IL Hwy 1, Paris, Illinois 61944 

(217) 463-4145 OR (800) 635-4145 

ANNOUNCING SOMETHING NEW! 
EnerStar Power Corp is now offering you the opportunity to pay your electric bills electronically. You 
have the opportunity to take advantage of Electronic Funds Transfer. Your bill payment will be 
transferred automatically from your checking or savings account to EnerStar Power Corp. 

WHY USE ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER? 
• To save money. You will save on postage and check related fees. 
• To save time. You will no longer need to write and mail checks each month. 
• No worries. You will know each month that your payment has been made. 
• No hidden charges. EnerStar Power Corp will not charge you for this service. 

WHEN WILL THE TRANSFER BE MADE? 
Your bill is due upon receipt. We will electronically transfer funds on the due date. If the due date 
falls on Saturday or Sunday your payment will be processed the Friday before the due date. If the 
due date falls on a holiday, your payment will be processed the day before the holiday. EnerStar 
Power Corp will continue to send a bill that shows your electric use and the amount due. Your bank 
statement will show the amount and the date of the transfer. If there are insufficient funds in your 
account, you will be charged a service fee by both your bank and EnerStar Power Corp. 

HOW TO APPLY? 
Please complete the agreement form below. Be sure the name on the agreement matches the name on 
your EnerStar Power Corp account and your bank account. 

Attach a voided check to your agreement. 

Return the completed agreement and voided check to EnerStar Power Corp in the enclosed envelope 
and allow three to six weeks to process your agreement. 

I authorize EnerStar Power Corp and the designated financial institution to begin automatic 
deductions of my electric bill. 

 Checking Account  Savings Account PLEASE ATTACH A VOIDED CHECK! 

Financial Institution ^Account No.  

Address City State Zip  

This authority remains effective until EnerStar Power Corp, my financial institution, or I ter¬ 
minate this agreement in writing. 

Name (print)  Signature  

Address  

Phone_£ )  

City State Zip Date  

ENERSTAR POWER CORP ACCOUNT NUMBER  

l l 
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Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 
and Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Through 

is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day- 7 days a week-no codes to dial 
• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13-9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Com Belt Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. and Shelby Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Illinois Cooperative 
Association, Inc. (Clear Talk), is offering long distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State 
of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per 
minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. 
Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day-7 
days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-888-414-4116 
Mail application to: Clear Talk, 11596 IL Hwy 1, Paris, IL 61944 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-877-990-7466 

Name 
DETACH HERE 

Social Security Number 

Street City State 

Telephone Numbers ( ) ( ) - ( 

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested  
*lf 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, to transfer my Interlata and Intralata (local loll) long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit 
for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  
Illinois Cooperative Association 

I   I 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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^ EnerStar Your total energy supplier 

MONTHLY 
www.enerstar.com • Paris, Illinois 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

Wooden silos were fairly common in 
the early 1900’s. However, the barn pres¬ 

ently owned by Thomas Low is 
one of few remaining that still 
contains a wooden silo. The barn 
has a post frame with wooden 

pegs and has an attached cattle shed. The 
barn was originally used for cattle and hay 
storage and is used today for storage. 

Do you remember swinging from a 
rope in a haymow, the smell of freshly 
baled hay, and the bleat of a newborn calf? 
Bring back those memories on a tour of 
the barns of Clark County on Saturday, 
November 3. 

Sponsored by the University of Illinois 
Extension in Clark County and the Clark 
County Farm Bureau, the tour will visit six 
unique barns. The barns to be highlighted 
are listed on the next two pages. 

The morning tour will begin at 9:00 
a.m. and includes lunch at Earl’s in West 
Union; the cost is $10. The afternoon pro¬ 
gram will begin at 1:00 p.m.; the cost is 
$2. Both tours will start at the Clark 
County Extension Office and travel to the 
West Union area. 

C€aunty/ 

{DOWV 
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Since 1978, Gary and Tracey Th¬ 
ompson have owned the Bank 
Barn, originally built by Allen and fi 

Pauline Dean in 1918. vJ 
This outstanding barn graces a 

farmstead that was once one of the most 
beautiful in the Marshall area. The barn 
features four dormers and the lumber to 
build it came from timber on the farm. 
This property is a centennial farm; the 
farmhouse and first barn were built in 
1904. A fire destroyed the barn in 1918 
and it was replaced the same year with the 
present barn. 

Neal and Mildred Bumpus own the 
Hip Roof Barn located north of West 
Union and built in 1939 and 1940. The 
original owners and builders were Edward 
and Jessie Buckner. 

The carpenters were from 
Decatur and roomed and boarded 
with Neal and Mildred until the 
barn was finished. The first time 
the barn was painted, a man by the name 
of Q.J. Diles did the work. The 24-foot 
shed was added in the early 50’s. 

One of the most unique barns in Clark 
County is the three story brick bank barn 
owned by Maxine Baughman and built 
in 1916. She has many happy memories 
and great stories to tell of the 70 years 
that she has lived on the farm. 

Bill Baughman, the original owner, 
planned all the details of the barn and 
had an architect in Terre Haute, Ind. 
make a blueprint. His father-in- 
law, Jacob Keller, laid the bricks, 
Jake Kannmacher of Martinsville 
was the head carpenter, and W.D. 
(Budge) Baughman, Jr. (Bill’s son) 
helped manage the building of the barn. 

The basement floors, foundation and 
mangers are made of hand-mixed con- 
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<N Crete. The rough oak lumber was cut from 

the farm’s woods with a sawmill and 

steam engine. The walls contain 11 train 

carloads of brown glazed paving brick (3 

bricks thick) from Terre Haute, Ind. The 

roof has two train carloads of slate from 

Bangor, Pa. 

The floors in the middle and top story 

are doubled; a layer of rough lumber has 

a tongue and groove layer laid diagonally 

across it. Roughage was fed through 10 

boxed chutes, reaching from the hayloft to 

the basement. 

Pull into the drive at the Prust Barn 

and you feel like you are stepping 

back in time to 1929, the year this 

barn was built. Currently owned by 

Jean Prust Cooney, this beautiful 

gable roofed barn is located northwest of 

West Union, just off Route 1. 

The barn was built by Milo Prust with 

timber from the Prust Farm and the help 

of True Thompson, Hamil Gam and per¬ 

haps others. It has an oak frame secured 

by mortise and pegs. The exterior is built 

of poplar weather-boarding and the roof is 

tin. 

The barn loft features a haymow with 

rail and trolley and the roof has three 

large ventilators. The building originally 

had a silo and instead of a ladder, con¬ 

tains a staircase to the loft. 

The wood was prepared by taking it by 

horse-drawn wagons to a nearby sawmill. 

For seven decades, generations of children 

have enjoyed climbing the stairs to ex¬ 

plore the spacious loft, where there were 

all kinds of unusual treasures and trin¬ 

kets that were rejected, sometimes tem¬ 

porarily, from the house. 

The barn of Garvin and Barbara 

Manhart, located southeast of 

Marshall was built in 1937. Its most strik¬ 

ing feature is the roof that boldly states 

“R.I.M. FARM 1910.” 

in Indiana and were brought across 

the river on the ferry. The rest of the 

lumber was produced on the farm in a 

sawmill that no longer stands. The bam 

was used continuously into the 50s. 

The barn was built from native wood, 

except for the tongue and groove siding 

and the wainscoting inside. The 7 x 7-foot 

support uprights are pegged together as 

are the crossbeams overhead. Most of the 

beams were salvaged from a schoolhouse 

To register for the Clark County Barn 

Tour, call the Clark County Extension Of¬ 

fice at 826-5422, the Clark County Farm 

Bureau at 382-4144 or the Marshall Pub¬ 

lic Library at 826-2535. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. 
and Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Through 

t ! 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the QWEST Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13-9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 8 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Com Belt Corporation, Enerstar Power Corp. and Shelby Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Illinois Cooperative 
Association, Inc. (Clear Talk), is offering long distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. 
This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State 
of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per 
minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day-7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

DETACH HERE 

name 

Street 

Telephone Numbers ( ) 

City 

_ (_ 

social security numoer 

State Zip 

) ( ) 

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested 
*lf 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, to transfer my Interiata and Intralata (local toll) long distance service. I agree 
to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit 
for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature  
Illinois Cooperative Association 

Date 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F 
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A Touchstone Energy ’ Cooperative 

Most families have traditions dur¬ 
ing the Christmas season that are 
carried out year after year. The Simon 
family is no different. For the last 10 
years Mike and Karen Simon and 
their children Sharon and James, 
have made setting up over 350 Christ¬ 
mas statues in their yard a family tra¬ 
dition. 

The tradition began when Karen 

was a child. Her 
mother loved deco¬ 
rating their home and yard each year 
at Christmas. Every year on Thanks¬ 
giving, the decorations were brought 
out of storage and the decorating be¬ 
gan. This tradition was so important 
to Karen that she has been filling her 
yard with similar statues and decora¬ 
tions for the last 10 years. 

Of the over 
350 figures the 
Simons have in 
their yard, 98 per¬ 
cent of them are elec¬ 
tric powered. Because 
this tremendously increases 
their electric bill during the 
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month of December, the Simons only 

leave the Christmas lights turned on 

from 6:00-9:00 p.m. every night from 

Thanksgiving through the first of the 

year. 

According to Mike, there are five 50 

ft. extension cords, 200 6-9 ft. exten¬ 

sion cords, and 30 three-way plug-ins, 

helping to bring the yard to life. There 

are also 600 electric fence posts that 

help prop the characters up in the 

yard and 1,000 ft. of Romax cable 

helping light up the yard. 

Some of the pieces in the yard hold 

a special place in the Simon’s hearts. 

For example, the nativity scene is a fa¬ 

vorite. When Karen was growing up, 

she loved this nativity scene that sat 

in the front yard of her parent’s good 

friends. When Karen’s father passed 

away, the woman who owned the na- 

The Peanuts characters were all hand made by Mike. 

These were made about 10 years ago, right when the 

Simons started their collection. A friend ofMikes from 
California sent the design and Mike traced each figure 

out of plywood. The Peanuts are starting to show their age, 
but are still put up in the yard year after year. 

tivity scene gave the figures to Mike 

and Karen to add to their collection. 

The set of figures is over 40 years old. 

“The greatest joy each year is 

when families drive out to admire our 

home and small children point out all 

of their favorite characters in the yard 

- especially Santa,” Mike says, “It 

makes all the hard work worth 

while.” 

For anyone interested 

in checking out Mike and Karen 

Simon’s decorations, the lights are on 

each night from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Direc¬ 

tions to their home are as follows: At 

the intersection of 36 and Route 1, go 

east on 36 to the second crossroad 

(first crossroad after Scotland) and 

turn right, go to the first crossroad 

and turn right and follow the lights! 

large 

snowman in this 

picture was purchased 

off the Internet. 
Originally it was 

supposed to be 34 inches 

tall, but when it arrived from 

Oregon, the snowman was really 52 

inches tall. He fit perfectly into the 
empty spot that Mike left for him. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
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CM Students encouraged to apply for 

2002IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Thomas Hentz, president/CEO of EnerStar 

Power Corp, has announced that for the sev¬ 
enth consecutive year the Illinois electric coop¬ 
eratives will award academic scholarships in 
the amount of $1,000 each to four high school 
seniors. The scholarships are being awarded 
through the Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Memorial Scholarship program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college educa¬ 
tion in the state of Illinois are eligible to participate 
in the program and must be a child of an electric 
cooperative member, director or employee. Deadline 
for applications is Jan. 1, 2002. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to assist 
electric cooperative youth while honoring past rural elec¬ 
tric leaders through memorial gifts,” Hentz said. 

“EnerStar Power Corp and the other Illi¬ 
nois electric cooperatives want to make a 
difference in their communities. One of 

the best ways we can do that is by lend¬ 
ing a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of 
grade point average, college entrance 

exam scores, work and volunteer experi¬ 
ence, school and civic activities, and a short 

essay that demonstrates their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program was es¬ 
tablished in 1994 by the board of directors of the As¬ 

sociation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. For further 
information on the IEC Memorial Scholarship program, 
contact EnerStar Power Corp at 463-4145. 

Smithsonian Institution Exhibition Coming to Marshall Public Library 

Marshall Public Library will be 
hosting the Smithsonian Institution 
traveling exhibition, Bam Again! 
Celebrating an American Icon. 
This nationally known exhibition will 
be on display from December 1st to 
January 27th, 2001. It will be located in 
the library’s Dale McConchie Meeting 
Room and will be open to the public. 
Admission is free, however, donations 
will be accepted by the Friends of the 
Library to offset the cost of sending 
the exhibit back to Washington, D.C. 

Groups and school classes are very 
welcome to visit the exhibition. Please 
call the library to register for groups 
larger than 20 in order to prevent 
waiting time. During library hours, 
visitors will also want to see the many 
additional local displays throughout 
the library. On display through Janu¬ 
ary, the library will showcase original 

barn making tools used in making lo¬ 
cal barns in the early part of the last 
century, scale model barns and other 
buildings, and many wonderful barn 
paintings by Marshall Art League and 
other local artists. 

The Exhibition Grand Opening will 
take place on Saturday, December 1st, 
from 4:00 to 7:00 RM. During the 
Grand Opening you will enjoy a taste 
of pioneer life. Several special activi¬ 
ties are planned in addition to a sneak 
peak of the exhibit. You are invited to 
help make rope, churn butter, and 
husk corn. Also, see demonstrations 
of quilting, spinning, wheat weaving 
and other rural life activities. The 
Grand Opening is being sponsored by 
Marshall Area Public Library District 
Board of Trustees. Registration is not 
required. Put this date on our calen¬ 
dar and join us! 

Bam Again! has been organized 
by the Smithsonian Institution Travel¬ 
ing Exhibition Service and the Na¬ 
tional Building Museum, in 
association with the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. This exhibition 
was originally developed as part of the 
Rural Initiative in partnership with 
the State Humanities Councils. 

This project was made possible 
with generous funding from the Na¬ 
tional Endowment for the Humani¬ 
ties, the Hearst Foundation, the 
Smithsonian Institution Special Exhi¬ 
bition Fund, and the Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution Educational Outreach Fund. 

Bring your friends and relatives to 
see this exciting event in Marshall. 
Call the library at 826-2535 for more 

information. 
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Clear dlk 
Illinois Cooperative Association, Inc. 

800-400-4600 
WIDE-AREA 

800MHZ. TRUNKING RADIO SYSTEM 

• Not-For-Profit Corporation 

• Local Service Available 

Private Conversations 

Group Dispatch 

One-to-One Calls 

• Reasonable Monthly Rates 

• New & Used Equipment 

• Monthly & Long-Term Rental 

• Maintenance Contract Available 

• Loaner Units Available 

• F ree Demonstrations 
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