
Fisher couple blends airplane 
building, genealogy 

Lee Sentman and his wife, Jan, 
share a country home near Fisher, 
and they manage to merge two 
vastly differing interests, too. Lee, 
who obtained his pilot’s license in 
1958 then lapsed for many years, 
is building an airplane in his ga¬ 
rage. Jan is building a family tree 
at the family’s memory-heavy com¬ 
puter. 

“I find genealogy very interest¬ 
ing,” Jan says, “because you never 
know what you’ll turn up when 
you find another ancestor.” Two 
sites that Jan recommends for any¬ 
one with an interest in genealogy 
are rootsweb.com, and 
ancestry.com. Entering your last 
name at either of these two sites 
will surprise you. 

While she’s in the family room 
looking for characters both inter¬ 
esting and otherwise, Lee is just 
as likely to be out in the garage, 
up to his elbows in sheet alumi¬ 
num and rivets. The plane he’s 
building, an RV-6, is a two-seat, 
all-metal side-by side beauty. 
When it’s finished and properly 
equipped, he should be able to 
coax nearly 200 miles an hour out 
of it. 

“That was my main reason for 
wanting to build my own plane,” 
he says. “If you go to a factory- 
built machine that’ll give you that 
speed, it’ll cost far more than I’m 
willing to pay.” 

While many believe that build¬ 
ing and flying your own plane is a 
risky proposition, that’s not true. 
Lee remarks that he’s a very care¬ 
ful craftsman, and that the kit he 
bought is from a reputable de- 
signer-builder whose products are 
carefully designed and built. 

Also, each homebuilt aircraft is 
required to be inspected by a fed¬ 
eral inspector before it’s certified 
for flight. Lee participates in the 
Experimental Aircraft Association 
(EAA) Technical Counselor and 
Flight Advisor programs. His Tech¬ 

Lee Sentman, left, and Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO 
of Eastern mini Electric Cooperative, discuss the finer points of 
airplane construction. 

nical Counselor is Terry Ladage, a 
licensed Aircraft and Powerplant 
mechanic who also holds inspec¬ 
tion authorization (IA) from the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 
While factories have jigs and fix¬ 
tures to speed construction, 
there’s something to be said for the 
care a builder will put into a ma¬ 
chine he knows he’s going to be 
flying himself! 

Even though Lee bought a kit, 
he might well be qualified to de¬ 
sign and build a plane from 
scratch. Like most young boys who 

“I find genealogy very 

interesting/’ Jan 

says, “because you 

never know what 

you’ll turn up when 

you find another 

ancestor.” 
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STERN lUINI 
HI 

www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

3rd place - Trip to Washington and $75 Savings Bond 
4th - 8th - $50 Savings Bond 

SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS 
Enter ElEC’s “Youth to Washington” Essay Contest 

Your chance to win a trip of a lifetime 

Sophomores and juniors who attend a high school in ElEC’s service area are eligible to enter the “Youth to Washington” 
essay contest. Write an essay entitled “Touchstone Energy — Providing Quality and Value” and you may win a trip to 
Washington and other prizes. 

Complete the coupon or phone the cooperative at (800) 824-5102, extension 131. An entry form, contest rules and 
reference material will be sent to each student who enters the contest. 

The prizes are: 
• 1st Place - Trip to Washington and a $200 Savings Bond 
• 2nd Place - Trip to Washington and a $100 Savings Bond 

Winners of the Washington trip will meet some 80 students from Illinois electric and telephone cooperatives in 
Springfield on June 15 where they will board tour buses, travel to Washington and return 
June 22. In Washington, they will join more than 1,000 students representing coopera¬ 
tives from across the nation. The students will visit historically significant national 
sites, touring some of our most moving memorials, and browsing the campus of our 
nation’s capital. During their time in D.C., they will ride a river boat down the 
Potomac, visit the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia and drop by the Supreme Court. 
Other “Youth to Washington” tour destinations include: Civil War Battlefield at 
Gettysburg, George Washington’s home at Mount Vernon, National Cathedral, 
Supreme Court, U.S. Capitol, Smithsonian Museums, U.S. Memorial Holocaust 
Museum, Arlington Cemetery, and many more... 

Essays are due at the cooperative’s office in Paxton on March 2. 
On March 16, a panel of judges will select eight finalists and the 
contest will be held April 9 at Lakeview Country Club, Loda. 

All eight essay contest finalists will attend Illinois Rural Youth 
Day in Springfield on April 4 to see state government in action. 
Nearly 200 young people throughout the state will be participating in 
this annual event. 

Encourage your kids or grand kids to enter ElEC’s “Youth to Washington” essay contest. They may win a trip they 
will never forget. 

CLIP AND MAIL TO EASTERN ILLINI ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
PO. Box 96 - Paxton, Illinois 60957 

I wish to enter the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name of applicant  

Name of parents  

Mailing address    

Phone number  

High school  

Date 

.Age. 

Class/year 
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Lee and Jan are pictured at her computer, where she does much 
of her genealogy work. 

watched planes fly overhead dur¬ 
ing World War II, and who were 
told of the vital role air power 
played in winning that conflict, 
Lee wanted to be a fighter pilot. 

He headed for the nearest Air 
Force recruiter when he was old 
enough, only to learn that his less- 
than-stellar eyesight would sand¬ 
bag that ambition. So, he went to 
the University of Illinois at Ur- 
bana-Champaign (U of I), where 

he studied aeronautical engineer¬ 
ing and obtained his pilot’s license. 
He received his bachelor’s degree 
in 1958, and set out for Stanford 
University to obtain a Ph. D in 
aeronautics and astrometrics. Dur¬ 
ing that time, he worked for 
Lockheed’s Missile and Space Di¬ 
vision. 

He returned home to teach 
aerodynamics at the U of I. After 
literally decades of being away 

from flying, he got an opportunity 
to take a flight, and the old fire 
was rekindled. Before he knew it, 
Lee was ready to build a plane. 
He’s right in the middle of that 
process now, and he’s also busy 
polishing up his old flying skills. 

You can bet it won’t be long 
until Lee and Jan are out and 
about in their beautiful RV-6, vis¬ 
iting family and doing genealogi¬ 
cal research. 

“If you go to a 

factory-built 

machine that’il give 

you that speed, it’ii 

cost far more than 

I’m willing to pay.” 

Lee shows President/CEO Champion where the airplane’s luggage compartment will be when it’s 
finished. 
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New from Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative. 
An easier to understand bill, 

Designed to make your life simpler. 

1. Message Area. 
Where we can 
communicate 
pertinent news, 
events, and 
specials. 

2. Your name and 
address informa¬ 
tion. 

3. The summary 
of your account 
activity. 

4. Account Info. 
Specific details 
about your 
account, including 
your usage and 
rate information. 

5. Billing Info. 
This area includes 
all of your 
charges, credits 
and payments. 

6. Return Stub. 
Mail this portion 
with your pay¬ 
ment and current 
meter reading. 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
PO Box 84 

Paxton, IL 60957-0084 
www.eiec.org 800.824.5102 

Statement-At-A-Glance 

Name 

Address 

Previous Bill 
Adjustments 
Payment - Thank You 
Balance 
Current Charges: Electric 
Account Balance 

$196.29 
$0.00 

$-196.29 
$0.00 

$279.53 
$279.53 

Bill Date 12/01/2000 

Touchstone Energy* 

Amount Due By 12/15/2000 $279.53 

Account Information 
Electric EIEC PROVIDED ELECTRIC SERVICE 

Location: 
Meter# Mult: 

Rate: Dates of Service: 10/01/00 to 11/01/00 
Current Reading 4341 

Billing Summary Current Charges 
Previous Balance 196.29 
Payments -196.29 
Electric Usage 269.60 
Load Management Credit -6.00 
Security Light 7.35 
State Tax 8.58 
Total 279.53 

Please show address changes below. Return this portion of bill with payment. 

Amount Due By 12/15/2000 

Amount With Late Charge 

Master Acct Invoice Group 

1 of 1 

$279.53 

$293.38 

Meter Account Number Amount Due Date Read Enter Reading 

279.53   □ □ □ □ 

Name 
Address 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
P0 Box 84 
Paxton, IL 60957-0084 

Your new Eastern lllini bill. 
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EASTERN ILLINI LOWERS LONG 
DISTANCE RATES! 

DUE TO THE PARTICIPATION OF EASTERN ILLINI MEMBERS, 
WE ARE NOW ABLE TO LOWER OUR LONG DISTANCE RATES 

If you thought the savings were great before, check the savings now! 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2001 

SMART SAVINGS 
5.9^ a Minute Interstate (Previously 7.0y) 
7.9^ a Minute Intrastate (Previously 10.00) 
$3.99 Monthly Fee (Previously $4.95) 

PLAIN & SIMPLE 
9.90 a Minute Anywhere in U.S. (Previously 14.00) 
No Monthly Fee (Still the Same) 

Eastern Mini Long Distance 
Call us toll free at 1-877-658-EILD (3453) 

Providing superior quality, competitively priced rates, 
worry free long distance with a local touch. 

Standby Generators: 

WARNING! 
If you use a standby generator during power outages, remember improper generator hookup can 

create serious problems in safety and service. 
It is very important that your generator has the proper transfer switch. This switching device is used 

to transfer the electric service from the power line to the generator. If it is not used, feedback from the 
generator voltage on power lines could endanger the lives of line crews working to restore your power. 

Please contact your cooperative for information on installing and using standby generators. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern lilini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraor¬ 
dinary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality 
of life in the under-served rural community. 

v   / 
JANUARY 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16e 



Eastern mini Schedule of Events 

January 1 - New Years Day (Office Closed) 

January 12-14 - Gordyville Flea Market, Gordyville, 1L 

January 29-February 1 - Midwest Ag Expo, Gordyville, IL 

February 9-11 - Gordyville Flea Market, Gordyville, IL 

February 20-21 - Doug Rye Home Maintenance Seminars, Champaign, IL 

*Call the Eastern Illini Marketing Department at 800-824-5102 ext. 149 for complete 
details about all upcoming events that Eastern Illini will be attending. 

EASTERN ILLINI ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
ANNOUNCES A NEW MEMBER SERVICE 

Eastern Illini is dedicated to enhancing our members’ quality of life 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative has made arrangements with Chittick Family Eye 

Care entitling you as a member of Eastern Illini and your immediate family to substantial 

savings on all eye care products and services. As a member of EIEC, you will receive a 

special savings on vision and eye health examinations, eyewear, sunglasses, safety glasses, 

sports eyewear and contact lenses. 

To receive your savings just call Eastern Illini at l-800-824-5102 and request your El/ 

Chittick Family Eye Care Vision Benefits Program Card. We will send your member card 

to you with additional information that details this special program. Then present your 

signed El/Chittick Family Eye Care membership card to Chittick Family Eye Care when 

you make your visit and you and your immediate family members will receive a special 

savings from 10 to 35 percent. 

hittick 
Chittick Family Eye Care has 
four locations: Danville, 
Hoopeston, Rantoul and 
Watseka 
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Davises showcase feature-laden house 
Bill and Karen Davis, both re- 

tired long-time EIEC employees 
(and still members), hosted a suc¬ 
cessful open house at their new 
home just southwest of Ogden on 

Tuesday, November 21. The event 
ran from 1-7 p.m., and drew a 

steady flow of interested people, 
many of whom partook of the free 

porkburgers, chips and soft drinks. 

The Davises’ 1,860 square-foot 

two-story home with a basement 

is a virtual showcase of Eastern 
lllini Electric Cooperative goods 

and services, Bill notes. 
“Since we’re EIEC members,” 

he says, “we decided to take ad¬ 

vantage of the whole range of 
products and services the co-op 

offers.” The home includes an El 
Schippert water softener and fil¬ 

tration unit, a DIRECTV system 

and an Alert Security system. 
“We’ve signed up for the El long 

distance service, too,” Bill says. 

Of course, they went with a 
geothermal heating and cooling 

unit, and they plan to take advan¬ 

tage of the co-op’s four-cent elec¬ 

tric heat rate. 
Karen likes the economy of the 

system, and adds that she sees 

other advantages to it. “There’s 

very little dust with a geothermal 
system, so our new home should 
be fairly easy to take care of. I also 
like the fact that the system is en¬ 
vironmentally friendly.” 

Occasionally, EIEC co-hosts 
open-house events in various ar¬ 

eas of our service territory. If you 
missed the one at the Davises’, 

look for future ads announcing 

them. You’ll be glad you did. 

Robert Dickey, left, EIEC 
manager of marketing and 
economic development, talks 
to prospects about the co-op’s 
various money-saving 
programs. 

Bill and Karen Davis 
are pictured in their 
kitchen with Ei 
Schippert WaterCare 
representative Kyle 
Schippert. 

Ed Hoveln, right, 
who installed the I 
geothermal system 
in the house, talks 
to a visitor at the 
open house. 
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Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 

• Voluntary and open membership
 

• Voluntary and open m
em

bership
 
• Voluntary and open membership 

BOARD MEETING REPORT 

NOVEMBER 28, 2000 

The Eastern Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative Board of Directors’ regular 
monthly meeting was held Novem¬ 
ber 28,2000, in the French L. Fraker 
Boardroom at the cooperative’s 
headquarters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the October 17 execu¬ 
tive session and October 31 regular 
board meeting were approved. 

The October 31, 2000, statement 
of revenues and expenses including 
the following information was ap¬ 
proved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,836,915, Total Operating Ex¬ 
penses $323,201, Total Operating & 
Fixed Expenses $1,803,986, Net 
Operating Income $32,929, Net 
Income $71,463 and Year-To-Date 
Net Income $312,486. 

During October, 72 members 
joined the cooperative and 47 ter¬ 
minated their memberships. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut 
announced the Member & Public 
Relations Committee will meet De¬ 
cember 8 and the Land Use & Fa¬ 
cilities Committee will meet 

December 15. 
The Board went into Executive 

Session. 
After reconvening in open ses¬ 

sion, Committee Chairman Aden 
gave a report of the November 13 
Audit and Finance Committee 
meeting. In accordance with the 
cooperative’s bylaws, the committee 
examined the accounts of the coop¬ 
erative and reviewed expense state¬ 
ments, disbursements and 
supporting data. All accounts were 
found to be in order. The board ap¬ 
proved the committee’s report. 

A summary of the November 16 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives Board Meeting was given 
by Chairman of the Board Chesnut. 
Financial, Illinois Cooperative 
Workers Compensation Group, en¬ 
gineering and regulatory reports 
were presented. 

Director Ludwig reviewed the 
November 15 Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative Board of Directors meeting. 
Director Loy, President/CEO 

Champion and Attorney Fraker also 
attended. Reports were given on 
finances, the CCS operations, power 
supply, energy and marketing 
activities. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved CFC as its Paying Agent; 
entering into a three-phase inter¬ 
ruptible contract with Joseph and 
Mary Lou Raymond; adopting Policy 
332, Dress Code; and amending 
Policy 304, Sick Leave. 

The board was furnished with 
information on the November 21 
Cooperative Balloon Association 
Board meeting and the NRTC 
Board report. President/CEO 
Champion also provided the board 
with a detailed report of November 
job training and safety activities. 
Additionally, the board reviewed 
Policy 315, Safety. 

A report of the El Benefits Group 
and El Long Distance activities was 
given by President/CEO Champion. 
A summary of SkyQuest and El 
Schippert WaterCare activities was 
given by SkyQuest Manager Dave 
Lithgow. IlliCom Net Service Man¬ 
ager Kevin Osterbur updated the 
board on the Internet business ini¬ 
tiatives. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

Thinking about creating 
your own 

Using the latest Technology, IlliCom will design the ultimate website 
for your business or enhance your current website. Our website devel¬ 
opment team specializes in personalizing each website to meet your busi¬ 
ness needs and website objectives. 

IlliCom provides your website: 

* personalized e-mail addresses (info@yourcompany.com) 
* logo creation 
* reliable hosting services 
* detailed website statistics 
* web mail search engine submission 
* plus more 

Contact IlliCom today at (800) 236-9263 for a free consultation regarding 
your new website or your existing website 

// 
O 9 
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217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

ATTEND 
Eastern Mini Electric 

Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting 
Saturday March 17,2001 

Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 
Paxton, Illinois $ Register for the drawing 
25 $100 cash awards 
will be given away 

Pick up your EIEC stainless steel tomato slicer 

^ Take advantage of health screening services 

♦ Enjoy a lunch of chicken, beef, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, 
green beans, corn, coleslaw, noodles and cobbler 

^ Elect three directors 

^ Hear the Singing Men of ‘GNN 

Watch for the annual report in the March Illinois Country Living Magazine 
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Paxton woman is copper sculptor, 
owner of Smith’s Feed 

Deb Smith of rural Paxton is a 
woman of many talents. A long-time 
metal fabricator for a large area 
manufacturing firm, she is also 
richly endowed with various craft 
and entrepreneurial talents. And 
she’s active in local politics, too. She 
was appointed to fill an unexpired 
term in June, and was elected to the 
Ford County Board, on her own, in 
the November 7 election. She has 
been appointed to four committees: 
Finance, Legislative, Nursing Home 
and Personnel/Policy. Before getting 
into county politics, Deb was presi¬ 
dent of the Paxton Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Long before getting involved in 
politics, Deb was doing business, 
often in crafts, but in other ventures 
as well. Now, she has a feed store 
operation and crafts-metal fab¬ 
rication business at her home. But 
we’re getting ahead of ourselves. 

She had initially gone to work for 
Baltimore Aircoil, in Paxton, for the 
good wages and benefits, but she 
learned, as many of us do, that 
working for others involves a lot of 
time away from home and family. 

Deb and her husband, Dave, 
have been married 15 years. They 
have a blended family of six kids. 
Shelley is 25, Bradley is 23, Jodie is 
21, Randy is 19, Kyle is 15 and Kaleb 
is 13. 

“I wanted to do something that 

Deb is pictured with the Smith's 
Paxton property. 

would enable me to stay home with 
the kids,” she says, “but I also 
wanted to have some income.” She 
was fortunate in that the company 
had an ESOB or Employee Stock 
Ownership Plan, and that she was 

Feed sign in front of her rural 

Deb, a lifelong horse enthusiast, and EIEC President/CEO 
Wm. David Champion, Jr., who is a quarter horse enthusiast, 
discuss their mutual interest. 
16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 2001 

able to accumulate a hefty bundle 
of stock during the 20 years she 
worked there. 

“I was able to leave with a modest 
income and try something else. I 
kicked around several options, 
looking for something I thought 
would work in Paxton. I looked at 
clothing stores and thought about 
an antique store, too. I did the 
antique business for awhile, but it 
defeated my purpose. 

“I wanted more time at home 
with my kids, and 1 had to spend so 
many weekends at sales and the like, 
that I hardly ever saw them. That 
wasn’t what I’d had in mind at all.” 

One of her Paxton ventures 
involved a pet supply, feed store, and 
that worked well. “I had just about 
everything you could think of that 
involved pets,” she says. “I had dog 
and cat foods, horse feed, pet toys, 



Deb displays one of 
her metal sculptures, a 
fountain. 

FEBRUARY 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

supplies and the like. 
“I even had fish and fish food. 

But I decided that I’d rather work 
from home, and I thought that a 
simple pet and livestock food busi¬ 
ness would provide some income, 
since most of the nearby stores really 
catered more to farmers than to pet 

owners. I decided that, along with 
the metal sculptures I would build 
using the skills I’d acquired at 
Baltimore Aircoil, I’d be okay.” 

She remarks that the move from 
Taft Street to a rural setting has 
some advantages, but it has draw¬ 
backs, too. “I lost a few customers,” 

she says, “but not many. If you have 
a good business, people will follow 
you. Of course, I needed to adapt a 
little. There are some people who 
won’t come out here, but they’ll buy 
from me if I deliver, so I deliver.” 

She remarks that there is a lot of 
satisfaction in having her own 
business in her home, where she 
can interact with the kids, but 
that there’s a downside to the 
arrangement, too. 

“One bad thing about a small 
business is that you can’t get away 
for some things, because I believe 
you have to be there for your 
customers. Even so, if you leave a 
note with an honest explanation, 
people will understand.” 

Yet another disadvantage is the 
fact that you sometimes miss the 
rush of big business. Deb, who was 
a supervisor for the last 13 years at 
Baltimore Aircoil, remarks on the 
satisfaction of seeing a big project 
through to completion! 

Deb and her friend, Shadow, at 
the entrance to Smith’s Feed. 

16c 



BENEFITS GROUP now offers 
HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS 

specifically designed 
for EIEC members 

♦ HEALTH ALLIANCE MEDICAL PLANS (HAMP) provides in-network access to: 

♦ Carle Hospital and Carle Clinic Physicians 

♦ Gibson Area Hospital & Health Services and Physicians located at clinics in Colfax, Farmer City, Fisher, 
Forrest, Gibson City, Onarga, Paxton and Piper City 

♦ Danville Provena United Samaritans Medical Center Hospital and Danville Area Physicians 

♦ PERSONALCARE INSURANCE OF ILLINOIS (PCII) provides in-network access to: 

♦ Covenant Hospital and Christie Clinic Physicians 

♦ Gibson Area Hospital & Health Services and Physicians located at clinics in Colfax, Farmer City, Fisher, 
Forrest, Gibson City, Onarga, Paxton and Piper City 

♦ Danville Provena United Samaritans Medical Center Hospital and Danville Area Physicians 

♦ Kankakee Provena St. Mary’s Hospital and Kankakee Integrated Care Network (KICN) Physicians 

Visit EIBG’S website @ www.eibenefitsgroup.com or call 888-225-7929. 

EIBG continues to offer ESTATE PLANNING combined with a full array of insurance products for individuals as 
well as PENSION PLANS accompanied by a full range of products for business clients. 

IN A PINCH? 
Pinched electrical cords present 

real risks. The cord’s insulation can 
be damaged, exposing the vires and 
leading to fire or shock. So check 
around your house. Is a lamp cord 
compressed by the leg of a chair? Is 
the washing machine cord pinched 
against the wall or the back of the 
appliance? It's a simple problem to 
fix, but left unattended, these cords 
present a very real danger. 
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When the cooperative experiences multiple power outages, it’s our goal to restore service to the greatest 
number of customers in the shortest amount of time. Your cooperative begins at the power source and 
works out to the individual services along the system. Dangerous problems such as downed power lines are 
attended to as soon as possible. 

The following are service restoration priority procedures: 

1. TRANSMISSION substation 
LINES: These are 

high voltage lines that 
move bulk electricity 
from a generating 
plant to a substation 
or between 
substations. 

2. SUBSTATIONS: Substations are House 
electrical facilities that contain equip¬ 
ment for switching or regulating the voltage of 
electricity. These lower the amount of electrical voltage from 
transmission lines so that the electricity can be transmitted 
through distribution lines. 

Main Distribution Line 

House 
Individual 
Service 

3. MAIN DISTRIBUTION LINES: These are the 7,200-volt lines that you see along 
roadways. 

4. TAP LINES: Tap lines are electric feeder lines with limited capacity that run from a main 
distribution line and service small numbers of customers. 

5. INDIVIDUAL SERVICE: This is the line that runs from the pole transformer to the 
customer’s electric meter. 

Electric utility facilities are constructed with protective devices such as fuses and circuit breakers. These 
confine the outage to specific areas, limiting the number of customers affected by the power interruption. 

For example, if a tree falls on a tap line, only that line would be without service. Other customers served 
from the main distribution line would still have service, although their lights may blink momentarily. 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW YOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

Is RESTORED AFTER A STORM OR OTHER OUTAGE, 

PLEASE CALL YOUR CO-OR 

REMEMBER: 
You ARE A MEMBER-OWNER: 
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Spring Storms 
are Coming 

Stop a potential Surge 
BEFORE it ruins your 
electric appliances. 

Lease an El Home Surge 
Protection System today 

and make NO PAYMENTS 
until April 2001 

The El Home Surge Protection “Home Guard” 
prevents external, high voltage spikes and surges 
from entering your home. The Home Guard is 
placed at the electrical service entrance directly 
between the power coming to your home and 
your meter; the best place for home surge 
protection. 

Lease and purchase 
options are available. 

Call 800-824-5102 
for complete information. 

Contact us 
if someone 

in your home 
depends on 
life support 
equipment 

Your cooperative is committed to providing the most 
reliable service possible; however, planned or uncon¬ 
trolled outages occasionally occur. For most members, 
this is a manageable inconvenience; but for those who 

depend on electricity to power life support equipment, an outage can present a severe hardship. 
We need to know the names and locations of individuals who depend on electrically operated life 

support equipment. Please contact us at 800-824'5102 if there is an individual in your household who 
depends on life support equipment. A registry is maintained and it is important that the information is 
current and accurate. Make sure you also notify us if life support equipment is no longer required at your 
residence. 

Every effort will be made to give priority to restoring service to households with life support systems. 
We also recommend that these homes have a stand-by generator in the event an extended electrical 
outage should occur. 
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Distance 
Pre-Raid Calling Cards 

Make great gifts for EVERYONE! 

Get Yours Today! 
Personalization of Pre-Paid calling cards is also available 

for your company, group, organization, school, or church. 
Use them as a fundraiser, or for advertising. 

Wholesale pricing is available. 
Call 800-824-5102, extension 203 for more information. 

DOUBLE 
CHECK YOUR 

THERMOSTAT 

If your thermostat has been around for a while, you should know that older thermostats are often 
inaccurate. Check yours out by starting up your heating system and then putting a thermometer next to 
your thermostat to determine how accurate it is and reset it as needed. If your thermostat proves really 
unreliable, it’s time to replace it — perhaps with a programmable type that automatically sets the ther¬ 
mostat back during the hours you’re away from home or sleeping, and turns the heat up again when 
needed. 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

DECEMBER 19, 2000 
The regular monthly meeting of 

the Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative Board of Directors was 
held December 19, 2000, in the 
French L. Fraker Boardroom at 
the cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton. 

Minutes of the November 28 
regular meeting and executive ses¬ 
sion were approved. 

The November 30, 2000, state¬ 
ment of revenues and expenses 
including the following information 
was approved: Total Operating 
Revenues $1,635,321, Total 
Operating Expenses $407,527, Total 
Operating & Fixed Expenses 
$1,912,433, Net Operating Income 
($277,112), Net Income ($274,247) 
and Year-To-Date Net Income 
$38,239. 

In November, 69 members joined 
the cooperative and 63 terminated 
their memberships. 

Director Knox indicated that 
the Annual Meeting Planning 
Committee had met prior to the 
board meeting to finalize plans for 
the March 17, 2001, annual meeting 
that will be held at the Paxton- 
Buckley-Loda High School in 

Paxton. Entertainment will be 
provided by the Singing Men of 
‘GNN, 25 $100 cash awards will be 
given, a stainless steel tomato sheer 
will be the attendance gift and a 
catered lunch will be served. The 
board approved the committee’s 
report. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut 
indicated that the Executive 
Committee had met December 11. 
The board went into executive 
session. 

After reconvening in open 
session, committee chairman Ludwig 
indicated that the Land Use and 
Facilities Committee had met 
December 15 to review the proposed 
2001 capital budget. The board 
approved the 2001 capital budget. 

Director Raber, chairman of 
the committee, reported on the 
December 8 meeting of the Policy, 
Regulation/Member & Public 
Relations Committee and outlined 
the objectives to be accomplished. 
The 2001 Marketing Plan was 
approved. 

The board selected President/ 
CEO Champion as the delegate for 
the NRTC meeting that will be held 
March 11 in St. Louis, Missouri, and 

Chairman Chesnut was selected as 
the alternate. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved amending Regulations 20, 21 
and 25; increasing the loan interest 
rate to 8.5 percent; and adopting a 
resolution to place workers compen¬ 
sation and employers liability 
insurance with Rochdale Services, 
Inc. 

Director Bauer highlighted the 
December 6 safety meeting he 
attended. Lead exposure, timesheets, 
cell phone rates, winter driving 
conditions and near misses were 
discussed. Additionally, President/ 
CEO Champion furnished the board 
with a comprehensive job training 
and safety activities report for 
December. 

The board was also advised that 
the IRS mileage rate will be 34.5 
cents in 2001 and the cooperative 
has entered into a relationship with 
Chittick Family Eye Care so that 
EIEC members can receive a savings. 

President/CEO Champion fur¬ 
nished the board with information 
on the El Benefits Group and El 
Long Distance activities. A report 
of SkyQuest and El Schippert 
WaterCare activities was given by 
SkyQuest Manager David Lithgow. 
IlliCom Net Service Manager Kevin 
Osterbur updated the board on the 
Internet business initiatives. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners 
with extraordinary value through competitively priced services and products 
and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 

16h ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING FEBRUARY 2001 



ELECTRIC NEWS 
IlllNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

ANNUAL HPODT 
Eastern mini Electric Cooperative's 

Annual Meeting 

Saturday, March 17,2001 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 

Paxton, Illinois 

Notice is hereby given that the 14th Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative will be held on Saturday, March 17, 2001, at 1:00 p.m., C.S.T., at the Paxton' 
Buckley'Loda High School Gymnasium, 700 West Orleans, Paxton, Illinois, Registration 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will close at 1:00 p.m. The meeting will be called to order at 
1:00 p.m. and action will be taken on the following: 

1. The reports of officers, directors and President/CEO. 
The election of three directors (one each from Directorate Districts 1, 4 and 8. In 
connection with the election of directors, the following candidates have been nomi' 
nated: Kay Horsch, Dewey, and Justin Kneeland, Dewey, for Directorate District 1; 
Harold M. Loy, Beaverville, for Directorate District 4; and Charles D. Day, Jr, Bement 
for Directorate District 8. 
To consider and act upon a bylaw amendment as recommended by the Board of 
Directors, a summary of which is furnished with this notice. 
To consider and transact all other business which may properly come before said 
meeting or any adjournment or adjournments thereof. 

Dated at Paxton, Illinois, this 26th day of February, 2001. 

Glenn R. Anderson 
Secretary 

2. 

3. 

4. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value 
through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under- 
served rural community. 
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Executive Report 

Marion Chesnut, 
Chairman of the Board 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO 

Last year was a very busy year for your 
cooperative. In addition to the core busi¬ 
ness of providing and delivering a reliable 
and high quality supply of electric energy, 
we evaluated how we can best achieve the 
cooperative’s mission statement by pro¬ 
viding other products and services. Why 
does our mission statement include other 
products and services? Because you have 
told us through survey results that you 
want us to provide more than electric en¬ 
ergy. Also, with margins dwindling be¬ 
cause inflation is growing faster than 
electric energy sales, we must supplement 
those margins by diversifying the opera¬ 
tions. 

As we reported during last year’s an¬ 
nual meeting, we completed a transaction 
that traded the cooperative’s rights to the 
DIRECTV revenue stream for a signifi¬ 
cant number of shares of common stock 
in Pegasus Satellite Communications. The 
proceeds of that transaction will ultimately 
benefit you, the members, when we are 
free to sell the stock on the open market. 
Due to federal rules involving the trans¬ 
action, we have been restricted from sell¬ 
ing those shares until February 2001. 
Why did we do this trade? Because we 
are convinced that by doing so, we are 
positioned much better to return more 
value to the members much sooner than 
if we had not entered into the transac¬ 
tion. We know that some of you have ex¬ 
perienced a decline in the level of 
customer service for the DIRECTV prod¬ 
uct since last February and we are sorry 
for that decline in service. 

In 2000, we added several new ser¬ 
vices to our offerings. One of those is East¬ 
ern Illini Long Distance that provides 
competitively priced telephone long dis¬ 
tance. Eastern Illini Benefits Group is a 

new service that provides insurance prod¬ 
ucts, retirement planning and other finan¬ 
cial services. 

We purchased Schippert WaterCare and 
it is now known as El Schippert WaterCare. 
Dave and Seiri Schippert are still working in 
the business and helping it grow and expand 
to cover the cooperative’s service territory. 
We are adding a new product line which is 
“private label” bottled water. Many folks 
these days are going through their daily ac¬ 
tivities with a bottle of water in hand. Many 
organizations and businesses want to adver¬ 
tise their name. We are taking those two 
thoughts and putting them together by pro¬ 
viding bottled water that can have anyone’s 
name on the label at a competitive price. 

IlliCom Telecommunications is a service 
that has grown to nearly 1,200 dial up Internet 
customers over the past couple of years. We 
are expanding that business to include a new 
wireless product in selected areas. Ulti¬ 
mately, we want to help get competitively 
priced Internet services to the most rural of 
our territory. That is no small challenge, but 
we are looking for solutions. 

As you can see, we are staying very busy 
while providing these added services. 

This year, the Board of Directors is rec¬ 
ommending a minor change in the bylaws 
that would allow for the addition of staff 
officers. This change will allow us to mod¬ 
ernize our staff positions with job titles that 
fit with other industry titles. 

We encourage members to ask questions 
at the meeting because we value your input. 
Hopefully, you will come prepared to learn 
more about your cooperative and to exer¬ 
cise your right to vote. We promise....no 
hanging chads. 

We hope to see you on March 17th at your 
cooperative’s annual meeting. 

Summaiy of Proposed Bylaw Amendment 
The Board of Directors has approved, for membership consideration, a proposed Bylaw 

Amendment, a summary of which is as follows: 
The Amendment creates two classes of officers: Board Officers and Staff Officers and pro¬ 

vides that the Board of Directors may appoint such Staff Officers as it deems necessary and 
designates the duties of Staff Officers. 

In all other respects, the Bylaws remain unchanged. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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Kay Horsch, Dewey 
Kay Horsch resides on a farm near 

Dewey. She is employed at the Dewey State 
Bank. In 1994, Horsch retired after teach¬ 
ing Junior High School English for fifteen 
years at Fisher. She grew up in the Dewey 
area and graduated from Fisher High 
School. In 1959, she graduated from the U 
of I with a bachelors degree in Liberal Arts 
and Science. 

Horsch has four sons: Craig and Grant 
are employed at the Dewey State Bank, 
Scott is principal of Woodland High School 
in Streator, and Eric is a computer analyzer 
for Information Services in Chicago. 
Horsch also has 6 grandchildren. 

An active participant of the community, 
Horsch is a member of the Fisher United 
Methodist Church where she has served 
on various committees, the Fisher School 

District Citizens Advisory Board, the 
Dewey Home Extension, the Family Ser¬ 
vices Senior Health Committee, the Fisher 
High School Alumni Association Scholar¬ 
ship Committee, the Dewey State Bank 
Board of Directors, the Champaign County 
Farm Bureau and a retired Teachers Life 
Time Member. 

A proponent of substance abuse pre¬ 
vention, Horsch is a member of the 
Champaign County Regional Prevention 
Group, the Illinois Drug Education Alli¬ 
ance, and Pray for the Children and Edu¬ 
cating Voices. Previously, she was a member 
of the Community Services Center of 
Northern Champaign County Board of 
Directors and participated in many school 
activities. 

Directorate 
District 1 

Kay Horsch, Dewey 
Directorate District 1 

Justin Kneeland, Dewey 
Justin Kneeland retired as a Boy Scouts 

of America Executive in June 1993. 
Kneeland and his wife Maris, a Special 
Education Teachers Aid at Rantoul, reside 
on a farm near Dewey. The Kneelands 
have two children: Monique Anderson and 
Justin Kneeland II. 

Kneeland attended Atwood High 
School, Indiana Elmhurst College, the 

University of Maryland, Michigan State 
University and served in the U.S. Army. 

He is a member of the Rantoul Rotary 
Club and Dewey Mennonite Church. Ad¬ 
ditionally, Kneeland is State Coordinator 
Tax-Aide AARP and State Trainer for Safe 
Driving AARP Kneeland is also the past 
President of Greenwood Acres Associa¬ 
tion. 

Directorate 
District 1 

* $10.00 Cholesterol checks • $5 Diabetes screening y 

Justin Kneeland, Dewey 
Directorate District 1 

Free blood pressure 
checks 

The Ford-Iroquois Health Department will be 
available to check your blood pressure free of 
charge. 

They will also do cholesterol checks for $10.00 
and diabetes screening for $5.00. If you plan to 
take advantage of the diabetes screening, please 
do not eat for four hours prior to the screening. 
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Harold M. Lay, Beavenrille 

Directorate 
District 4 

Harold M. Loy, Beaverville 
Directorate District 4 

Harold M. Loy is a grain farmer and 
raises beef cows. Loy graduated from the 
University of Illinois with a BS in AgricuL 
ture. In 1998, he completed the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s 
Professional Directors Certification 
courses. 

Loy has farmed for 30 years. His wife, 
Nancy, is employed as a receptionist at the 
Donovan Farmers Co-op. 

The Loys have three children: Mitch, 

24; Brock 22; and Haley, 18. 
Loy is secretary of the Donovan Farm¬ 

ers Co-op, where he has been a director 
for 25 years. Formerly, he served eight 
years on the Donovan Community Unit 
District 3 school board. 

Charles D. Day, Jc, Dement 

Directorate 
District 8 

Charles D. Day, Jr., Bement 
Directorate District 8 

Charles D. Day, Jr. has been on the East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative board since 
its inception in 1987. He previously served 
on the Illini Electric Cooperative board for 
two years. In 1990, he received the Profes¬ 
sional Directors Certification from the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Raised in the Bement area, Day started 
farming in 1971. He is a corn and soybean 
grain farmer. His wife Pam is employed as 
an Inventory Specialist at St. Mary’s Hos¬ 
pital in Decatur. 

The Days have two sons, Mike and Bob. 
Mike is a graduate of the University of Illi¬ 
nois and is a crop specialist with Van Horn 
Ag Center. His wife Cheryl, a graduate of 
Illinois State University, is an insurance 
agent for AFLAC Insurance Company. 
They have a daughter Sierra Rene and re¬ 
side in Cerro Gordo. Bob is a graduate of 
Illinois State University in Agriculture Busi¬ 
ness and has joined the farming operation. 

Day served five terms on the Piatt 
County Farm Bureau board. He also 
served four years on the Bement Grain 
Company Board. 

Lunch 
Chicken, beef, ham, mashed pota¬ 

toes and gravy, green beans, com, cole 
slaw, noodles and cobbler will be 
served from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 

your connection to powerful 
J 
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Picks Candidates Nominating Committee 
A meeting of the Nominat¬ 

ing Committee was held at the 
office of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative on November 1, 
2000. 

The committee nominated 
candidates for three EIEC di¬ 
rectorships: Justin Kneeland of 
Dewey and Kay Horsch of 
Dewey for Directorate District 
1; Harold Loy of Beaverville 
for Directorate District 4; and 
Charles D. Day, Jr. of Bement 
for Directorate District 8. 

Additionally, the committee 
nominated candidates in Di¬ 
rectorate Districts 5, 7 and 9 
for the Nominating Commit¬ 
tee election. 

(L to R) Back Row: David Schmidt of ivesdale, John Wilkening of Cissna Park, Duane 
Schiuter of Penfieid, Wayne F. Apperson of Foosland, and David Munson of Donovan. 
(L to R) Front Row: James Weston of Rossville, Carl Bialeschki of Tolono, Lavon 
Blasey of Clifton, Richard L. David of Longview and Terry Boss of Anchor. 

Nominating Committee Election Results 
Tellers from Directorate Districts 5,7, and 9 counted 

Nominating Committee ballots at the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters in Paxton on January 5, 2001. The ballots were 
mailed to members in those districts on December 1,2000. 
French L. Fraker, attorney for the cooperative, supervised 
the ballot counting and tallying. 

Cindy Severs of Collison, Doug Seimer of Fithian, Don 
Reutter of Cissna Park, Sam Drayer of Rankin, Myron Luth 
of Broadlands, and George Mooney of Newman served as 
tellers. 

A total of 3,540 ballots were mailed to members and 
1,155 were returned, or 33%. 

Elected to serve three-year terms on the Nominating 
Committee were: 

District 5 
Member, John Wilkening, Cissna Park 

Alternate, Aaron Knapp, Rankin 

District 7 
Member, Duane Schiuter, Penfieid 

Alternate, Richard Rademacher, Penfieid 

District 9 
Member, Richard Davis, Longview 
Alternate, Jimmie R. Wood, Sidney 

Attendance 
gift 

This year’s attendance gift is an EIEC stainless steel tomato slicer. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 
Minutes of 
Thirteenth 
Annual 
Meeting of 
Members 

March 11, 
2000 

The Thirteenth Annual Meeting of 
Members of Eastern Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative was held in the gymnasium of the 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School, 700 
West Orleans Street, Paxton, Illinois on 
Saturday, March 11, 2000 at 1:00 p.m. The 
meeting was called to order by Chairman 
of the Board Marion Chesnut who pre¬ 
sided and acted as Chairman. Glenn R. 
Anderson, Secretary of the Cooperative, 
acted as Secretary of the meeting and kept 
the minutes thereof. 

The Chairman announced that the Cre¬ 
dentials Committee, consisting of the reg¬ 
istration staff, had informed him that there 
were 352 members present in person and 
1 member present by proxy making a total 
attendance of 353. Therefore, the atten¬ 
dance being in excess of 200 members, as 
required by the Bylaws, the Chairman an¬ 
nounced that a quorum was in attendance 
and he declared the meeting duly consti¬ 
tuted to transact business. 
PRESENTATION OF COLORS, ETC. 

The presentation of colors was con¬ 
ducted by Pack 32 of the Boy Scouts of 
America, Paxton, Illinois, followed by the 
recitation by the membership of the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Following this, the mem¬ 
bers were led in the singing of the National 
Anthem by Director Larry Knox. 
INVOCATION 

Director Laverl Byers delivered the in¬ 
vocation. 
READING OF NOTICE OF MEETING 

Secretary Glenn R. Anderson read the 
official notice of the meeting and the affi¬ 
davit of mailing of said notice. The Chair¬ 
man directed the Secretary to annex to the 
minutes of this meeting a copy of said no¬ 
tice together with the affidavit of mailing. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Twelfth Annual 
Meeting of Members held March 13,1999, 
as printed in the annual report distributed 
to all members, were presented for con¬ 
sideration. Member Tim Johnson made a 
motion that the rules be suspended, that 
the reading of the minutes of the 1999 an¬ 
nual meeting of members be waived and 
that said minutes be approved as printed 
in the official annual meeting notice and 
report. His motion was seconded by Mem¬ 
ber John Wilkening and was unanimously 
carried. 
REPORT OF TREASURER 

Herbert L. Aden, Treasurer of the Co¬ 
operative, presented the annual financial 
reports of the Cooperative’s operations for 
the calendar year 1999. In reviewing the 
financial statements printed in the annual 
report, Director Aden announced that to¬ 
tal operating revenue for year was 
$20,482,860 while total operating ex¬ 

penses were $21,029,701 creating a net 
operating loss of $546,841. Added to this 
were non-operating losses of $516,410 
making a net loss for the year of $1,063,251. 
A partial explanation of the loss lay in the 
substantially increased expenses for the 
year, particularly power costs. In addition, 
our losses from subsidiary operations of 
approximately a half million dollars com¬ 
bine to create the unusual loss for the year. 

Director Aden also reviewed the bal¬ 
ance sheet as of December 31, 1999 which 
disclosed total assets of $45,259,754. The 
Treasurer also reported that the Coopera¬ 
tive had made capital credit distributions 
during the past year totaling $624,000. 

Following the presentation of the 
Treasurer’s report, Member Jerry Weaver 
moved that the Treasurer’s report for the 
fiscal year 1999 be approved as presented. 
His motion was seconded by Member Jay 
Hageman and was unanimously carried. 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF AND 
DIRECTORS AND WIVES 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut next 
introduced the President/CEO of the Co¬ 
operative, Wm. David Champion, Jr. and 
French L. Fraker, the Cooperative’s gen¬ 
eral counsel. These introductions were 
followed by a presentation of the members 
of the Board of Directors and their wives. 
VIDEO REPORT OF ESSAY CONTEST 
WINNER 

Members were presented with a video 
report from Erin George of Hoopeston, 
who was the winner of the Cooperative’s 
1999 essay contest and its representative 
on the “Trip to Washington” sponsored by 
AIEC. Ms. George recounted many of her 
experiences on the visit to Washington and 
then noted that she will be attending the 
NRECA Annual Convention in Orlando 
next week as Illinois’s representative on the 
NRECA National Board. Ms. George 
stated that the entire experience has been 
a highlight of her senior year in high school 
and she thanked the Cooperative and its 
members for making this wonderful expe¬ 
rience possible. 
ENTERTAINMENT BY VILLA GROVE HIGH 
SCHOOL CONCERT CHOIR 

Director Reitz introduced the members 
of the Villa Grove High School Concert 
Choir who entertained the membership 
with a choral musical program. Perform¬ 
ing with the choir were two ensembles, one 
consisting of nine girls and the other a six 
member male ensemble. 

The choir, which has won many awards 
for excellence, entertained the members 
with a number of songs, including spiritu¬ 
als and other types of vocal numbers. Their 
songs were enthusiastically received by the 
membership with resounding applause. 
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REPORT OF CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD AND PRESIDENT/ 
CEO 

Chairman Chesnut and President/CEO Champion 
presented a joint video report concerning the operations 
of the Cooperative during the past year. They reported a 
very busy agenda in 1999 and reviewed the principal as- 
pects of the Cooperative’s operations during the year. 
They discussed the surveys conducted by the Coopera¬ 
tive in an effort to obtain an expression of the wishes of 
our membership. They were pleased to report that a 
great majority of the responses to the survey were favor¬ 
able towards the operations of the Cooperative and its 
accomplishments. They also discussed in greater detail 
the capital credits distribution made during the past year. 
A number of area meetings had been held throughout 
the Cooperative's territory during the course of the year 
to provide information to our members and, more par¬ 
ticularly, to obtain from them an expression of their wishes 
and expectations in the operation of the Cooperative. 
SPECIAL REPORT FROM PRESIDENT/CEO CHAMPION 

President/CEO Champion addressed the members 
telling them of the recent closing of the transaction dis¬ 
posing of the Cooperative’s interest in our DIRECTV 
operation. This business has been transferred to a com¬ 
pany called Pegasus Communications but Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative has retained the SkyQuest name. 
President/CEO Champion recounted the history of 
SkyQuest advising that the Cooperative had initially 
bought our service area for $1.5 million. Subsequent 
investments in the program have increased our costs to a 
total of approximately $4 million. President/CEO Cham¬ 
pion explained the reasons why the Board had decided to 
dispose of the SkyQuest operation. There was consider¬ 
able risk involved in continuing to operate it which he 
explained; which risks the Eastern Illini Board was not 
willing to accept. In addition, the Cooperative was able 
to negotiate a very favorable exchange transaction in 
which they will receive stock of Pegasus Communications 
amounting to $40 million or 10 times our investment in 
the SkyQuest operation. The Board hopes to be able to 
covert this stock into funds to permit a reduction in rates 
and/or a substantial refund of capital credits. 

In addition to the sale of SkyQuest, President/CEO 
Champion also reported that the Cooperative had, as of 
this day, entered into a contract to purchase Schippert’s 
WaterCare, Inc., a water treatment business which has 
successfully done business in our service area for a num¬ 
ber of years. This business has been purchased in order 
to provide our members with a diversity of benefits not 
heretofore enjoyed. 
REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Mem¬ 
ber John Wilkening, presented the report of that Com¬ 
mittee advising that it had met and nominated the 
following candidates for the position of Director of the 
Cooperative: 

District 5 
District 7 
District 9 
Northern District at Large 

He also advised that the Nominating Committee had 
nominated two candidates for the Nominating Commit¬ 
tee election from Districts 2, 3 and 6. 
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

Robert W Bauer 
Bradley J. Ludwig 
Herbert L. Aden 
Glenn R. Anderson 

At the request of the Chairman, the election of Direc¬ 
tors was conducted by French L. Fraker, attorney for the 
Cooperative. He presented the names of the candidates 
nominated by the Nominating Committee and advised 

that only one candidate had been nominated for Director 
from each Directorate-District so that there was no con¬ 
test for any Directorship up for election. He further ad¬ 
vised that the Bylaws of the Cooperative provide that, in 
such event, the election of Directors may be made by 
voice vote if a majority of those members present in per¬ 
son or by proxy shall so agree. Thereafter, on motion 
duly made by Member Jerry Weaver, seconded and unani¬ 
mously carried, the following resolution was adopted: 
WHEREAS no more than one candidate has been nomi¬ 
nated for each Director to be elected at this meeting so 
that there is no contest for any Directorship up for elec¬ 
tion, and 
WHEREAS the Bylaws of this Cooperative provide that, 
in such event, the election of Directors may be held by 
voice vote if a majority of the members present in person 
or proxy at this meeting shall so determine; 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the elec¬ 
tion of Directors by written ballot be waived and that the 
election shall be conducted by voice vote; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all of those Direc¬ 
tors nominated by the Nominating Committee, to wit: 
District 5 Robert W Bauer 
District 7 Bradley J. Ludwig 
District 9 Herbert L. Aden 
Northern District at Large Glenn R. Anderson 
shall be and the same are hereby declared to be elected to 
the Board of Directors of Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive to hold office for a term of three years or until the 
Annual Meeting of Members in the year 2003 or until 
their successors shall have been elected and qualified. 

Mr. Fraker also announced that, at the election of can¬ 
didates for the Nominating Committee held last Decem¬ 
ber, the following candidates had been elected: 
District 2 Member: Terry Bose, Anchor 

Alternate Member: Greg Kerber, Anchor 
District 3 Member: Lavon Blasey, Clifton 

Alternate Member: J. Orin Taylor, Cullom 
District 6 Member: James Weston, Rossville 

Alternate Member: John W Clark, Rossville 
QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD 

Following the election of directors, the Board con¬ 
ducted a question and answer period. Chairman Chesnut, 
Vice Chairman Ludwig and President/CEO Champion 
responded to a number of questions submitted by mem¬ 
bers, including a question as to why there are no women 
on the Board, questions concerning the payment of capi¬ 
tal credits and other relevant questions. 
OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman called for any old business to come 
before the meeting but none was presented. He then 
asked for any new business but none was brought to the 
floor. Therefore, there being no further business to come 
before the meeting, on motion duly made by Member 
George Ford, seconded by Member Jerry Anderson and 
unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned. 
DRAWING FOR PRIZES 

A drawing for prizes was conducted immediately fol¬ 
lowing the adjournment of the meeting. 

Secretary 
APPROVED: 

Chairman 
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Treasurer s report 

Herbert L. Aden 
Treasurer 

Where your 
electric dollar 
went in 2000 

Power Cost 
58.35% 

Taxes 
.22% 

Operating 
Expenses 
22.01% 

Interest 
10.84% 

Depreciation 
8.58% 

■ Interest 
■ Power Cost 
I I Depreciation 
I I Operating Expenses 
□ Taxes 

Balance sheet 

The enclosed financial information represents the cooperative’s operation for the full 

calendar year 2000. These reports were taken directly from the cooperative’s books and 

records which are currently being audited by the auditing firm of Kerber, Eck &Braeckel, 

LLR Springfield, Illinois. The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants sets the 

standards and scope of the audit. 

Interesting information about your cooperative: 
2000 1999 

Total value of electric plant  • $ 60,526,255 $58,365,286 
Total miles of distribution line  4,510 4,507 
Average plant investment per mile  . $ 13,420 $ 12,950 
Average number of members served  13,213 13,131 
Members per mile of line  2.94 2.92 

Plant investment per member served  • $ 4,581 $ 4,445 
Maximum monthly kw demand  42,382 45,997 

Average monthly kwh  1,194 1,181 
Average monthly electric bill per member ... . $ 130 $ 130 
Average monthly revenue per mile of line ... • $ 382 $ 379 
Average ownership equity per member  • $ 2,569 $ 1,037 
General capital credit retirement  . $ - $ 624,127 
Total taxes paid  • $ 911,520 $ 1,014,129 

Number of co-op owned vehicles  51 47 
Miles traveled by co-op vehicles  659,195 708,992 
Total transportation costs  • $ 431,574 $ 393,946 
Average cost per mile traveled by 

co-op vehicles  • $ 0.6547 $ 0.5556 

Operating Statistics 2000 1999 1998 

Cost of purchased power  $ 12,193,931 $ 13,033,157 $ 12,014,738 

Total kwh purchased   209,190,948 204,511,200 204,293,902 

Total kwh sold  189,327,079 186,109,399 187,232,419 

Average number consumers served  13,213 13,130 13,123 

Average kwh usage per 
month per consumer  1,194 1,181 1,189 

Average cost per kwh to consumers .. $ 0.10907 $ 0.11006 $ 0.10964 

For the years ended December 31 
Assets 2000 1999 

Utility plant 
Cost of electric plant $60,526,255 $58,365,286 

Less: accumlated depreciation 18.750,694 17,464,855 

Net utility plant $41,775,561 $ 40,900,431 

Current & other assets 
Cash-general $ 187,715 $ 17,622 

Investments 27,606,684 717,901 

Accounts receivable, net 2,106,364 1,794,040 

Materials and supplies 473,936 672,483 

Prepaid and other current assets 156,282 $ 226,577 

Other assets 868.600 930.700 

Total assets $ 73,175,142 $45,259,754 
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Members equity and liabilities 
Membership fees &. other capital  
Patronage capital  
Operating Margins  
Non-Operating Margins  
Unrealized Gains or (Losses) on Investments  

Long-term debt to CFC  

Current & other liabilities 
Accounts payable  
Accrued expenses  
Notes payable - line of credit  
Consumers’ deposits & prepayments  
Other non-current liabilities  

Total members’ equity and 
liabilities  

Statement of revenue and expense 
For the years ended December 31 
Operating revenue 

Sale of electricity  
Other electric revenue  
Total operating revenue  

Operating expenses 
Cost of power  
Operations and maintenance expenses  
Consumer accounts expense  
Customer service and information expense  
General office salaries and expenses  
Legal engineering and auditing services   
Insurance expenses   
Administrative and general expense   
Depreciation & amortization expense  
Taxes  
Interest expense   
Total operating expense    
Net operating margins (loss)  
Non-operating margins (loss)  
Net margins for the year (loss)  

2000 

$ 248,488 
17,641,540 

(247,361) 
33,578,249 

(17,263,381) 

$32,810,278 

$ 1,414,071 
700,412 

1,932,087 
177,241 

2,183,518 

$ 73,175,142 

2000 
$ 20,458,312 

192,420 
$20.650.732 

$ 12,193,931 
1,910,491 
492,676 
739,965 
742,601 
82,877 
77,033 

553,537 
1,792,711 

46,902 
2,265,369 

$ 20.898.093 
(247,361) 

33.578.249 
$ 33.330.888 

1999 

$ (3,291,160) 
17,972,300 

(546,841) 
(516,410) 

$ 26,674,364 

$ 1,346,851 
724,728 
570,248 
160,349 

2.165.325 

$ 45,259,754 

1999 

$ 20,315,164 
167,696 

$20.482.860 

$ 13,033,157 
2,150,473 

504,723 
551,480 

686,897 
113,608 
70,225 

581,517 
1,716,279 

44,428 

1,576,914 
$ 21.029.701 

(546,841) 
 (516,410) 
$ (1.063.251) 

Cost components vs members' cost 
0.12000 

0.10000 

0.08000 

0.06000 

0.04000 

^ - Power Cost 

• - Fixed Cost 

□ - Dist Cost 

- Members’ Cost 

Year -1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 
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Singing Men of ‘GNN 
Good News Radio has established a men’s 

choir consisting of over 100 voices. This choir in- 
eludes men of all ages from a variety of back' 

grounds, denominations, professions and 
life experiences. From physicians to farm- 
ers, professors to plumbers, diversity and 
unity are encouraged. In four-part harmony, 
the men sing and declare the wonders of 
God through hymns, spirituals, show tunes, 
patriotic and other choral favorites. They 
have been featured at the National Hot Air 
Balloon Championships, Virginia Theater, 
Fisher Community Fair, as well as other area 
events. 

Dr. Barrington Coleman is the director 
of the Singing Men of ‘GNN. His skills as 
an Associate Professor of Voice and Direc¬ 
tor of the Varsity Men’s Glee Cub at the U 
of I are employed each Monday night at the 
Twin City Bible Church, Urbana, where the 
men meet for rehearsal, prayer and fellow¬ 
ship. 

Children’s ID Program 
Robert Bane, Youth Officer 

with the Paxton Police Depart¬ 
ment, will be available to take 
inkless finger prints and photos 
of your children and establish 
their ID records. In conjunction 
with the program, Officer Bane 
will be giving the children bicycle 
helmets as long as the supply lasts. 

Childcare 
Bring your children. Childcare will be provided from 12:45 p.m. until the end of the 

business meeting for all children ages two and older. 
Anne Newman, Paxton Carnegie Librarian, will entertain the children. 
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Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Marion Chesnut 
(Chairman) 

Rossville 

Bradley J. Ludwig 
(Vice Chairman) 

Fithian 

Glenn R. Anderson 
(Secretary) 
Kempton 

Herbert L. Aden 
(Treasurer) 
Newman 

Donald Reitz 
(Assistant Secretary) 

Gilman 

Larry Knox 
Dewey 

Robert W. Bauer 
Cissna Park 

Harold M. Loy 
Beaverville 

Laverl Byers 
Tuscola 

Charles D. Day, Jt. 
Bement 

William E Raber 
Saybrook 

French L. Fraker 
(Attorney) 
Champaign 

Sample Ballot 
Election of Directors - Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 

March 17,2001 — Paxton, Illinois 
(Vote for one) 

For Director from 
Directorate District 1 □ Kay Horsch, Dewey 

(3-Year Term) □ Justin Kneeland, Dewey 

(Vote for One) 
For Director from 
Directorate District 4 

□ 

□ Harold M. Loy, Beaverville 
(3-Year Term) □ 

(Vote for One) 
For Director from 
Directorate District 8 □ Charles D. Day, Jr., Bement 

(3-Year Term) □ 
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(L to R Standing) Brandon Jackson, Manager of Customer & Financial Services; Stacy Connor, Benefits 
Administrator; Cheryl Henson, Accountant; Angie Mowrer, Accountant; Brian Stagen, Accounting Supervisor; 

(L to R Seated) Tami Kuester, Accounting Clerk; Beth Homstein, Accountant. 

(L to R Standing) Jan Reiter, Electric System 
Representative; Mike Anderson, Electric System 

Coordinator; Debbie Behrens, Electric System 
Administrative Assistant; (Seated) Alan Schweighart, 

Manager of Operations & Engineering. 

(L to R) Susan Brown, Customer Services Representative; 
Mary Ann Buhrmaster, Manpower Employee; Gayle Ford, 

Customer Services Representative; Jeannine Howe, 
Customer Services Representative; Mary Foley, Customer 

Services Supervisor. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING MARCH 2001 

Eastern mini Electric Cooperative Emoployees 

(L to R) Glenda Frette, Administrative 
Assistant; Jeannie Kingston, Manager of 

Administrative Services. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr 
President/CEO. 



(L to R Standing) Pat Gallahue, Marketing Advisor; Gary Van Gorden, Key Accounts Representative; Mike Wilson, 
Marketing Coordinator; Tim Frick, Marketing Representative; (L to R Seated) Chris Johnson, Marketing 
Representative; Bob Dickey, Manager of Marketing & Economic; John Jeffers, Marketing Representative. 

(L to R) Norman “Mac” McDonald, Field Technician; 
Brad Weisenbam, Engineering Technician; Bill 

Hoffschneider, Engineering Technician/Serviceman; 
Mike Bristle, Meter Reader, Rusty Snider, Electric System 

Engineering Technician/Serviceman; Don Gerdes, 
Forestry and Right-Of-Way Specialist. 

El Bottled Water Employees: (L to R Standing) David 
Lithgow, Manager; Jennifer Pitman, Consumer Care 

Specialist; Bob Piechaczek, Quality Control Operator; 
Brian Ronna, Consumer Care Specialist. 

IlliCom Telecommunications/SkyQuest Employees: (L to R Standing) Duane Cox, Technical Coordinator; Arnold 
“Junior” Price, Technician; Tina Fleming, Accounting Clerk and E-Commerce Coordinator; Judy Plackett, Customer 

Services Representative; Toby Brown, Technician; Kevin Osterbur, Manager; (L to R Seated) Julie White, 
Supervisor of Business Development & Customer Service; Chris Reynolds, Programmer, Tricia Schroeder, 

Customer Services Representative, Kelly Glazik, Customer Services Representative. 

MARCH 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16m 



(L to R) Matt Bachman, Service Technician; 
Luke Olmstead, Service Technician; Dennis 

Kingren, Warehouseman; Mike Zalaker, 
Manager of Physical Resources. 

Paxton Line Crew: (L to R) Steve Moore, Foreman; 
Mike Batte, Apprentice Lineman. Jerry Haile, 

Apprentice Lineman; Keith Bergman, Subforeman. 

Gilman Employees: (L to R) Dan Fleming, Journeyman Lineman; Doug Vaughn, Foreman; Ken Mutchmore, 
Apprentice Lineman; Cliff Miller, Gilman Serviceman; Lyle Kofoot, Watseka Serviceman. 

(L to R) John Mount, Cropsey Serviceman; 
Mark Scheiwe, Paxton Serviceman; 

Tim Kulow, Paxton Serviceman. 

Paxton Line Crew: (L to R Back Row) Scott Bayles, 
Foreman; Jeff Blackford, Journeyman Lineman; 

(Front Row) Terry Riggins, Journeyman Lineman. 
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Pesotum Employees: (L to R Standing) Rod Blackburn, Serviceman; Matt Eisenmenger, Journeyman Lineman; Sean 
Miller, Apprentice Lineman; Doug Elrod, Serviceman; (Seated) Joe Heyen, Line Foreman. 

El Schippert WaterCare, Inc.: (L to R) Seiri Schippert, 
Office Supervisor; Dave Schippert, Business Manager; 

Dennis Smith, Water Consultant and Serviceman; Sandi 
Thompson, Customer Services Representative; Sandi 

Wyss, Secretary; and Kyle Schippert, Water Consultant 
and Serviceman; Kent Schippert, Water Consultant and 

Serviceman, is absent from the picture. 

El Schippert WaterCare, Inc.: (L to R Standing) Rich 
Rieches, Delivery Person; Edgar Johnson, Delivery 

Person; Dave Geiken, Maintenance/Mechanic; Chad 
McCray, Delivery Person; Brian Neukomm, Delivery 
Person; (L to R Seated) Kenny Raum, Serviceman/ 

Technician; Jason Honeycutt, Delivery Person; 
Casey Steiner, Plant/Warehouseman; 

Tad Williams, Delivery Person. 

25 $100 Cash Awaids 
Will Be Given Away!!! 

Eligibility for $100 CASH 
AWARDS: To be eligible for cash 
awards, you must be registered for 
this year’s annual meeting 
by 1:00 p.m. You must be 
present to win. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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Board meeting report - January 23,2001 

The Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors held its regular monthly 
meeting in the French L. Fraker Boardroom 
at the cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton on January 23, 2001. 

Minutes of the December 19 regular 
meeting and executive session were ap¬ 
proved. 

The December 31, 2000, statement of 
revenues and expenses including the fol¬ 
lowing information was approved: Total 
Operating Revenues $1,814,880, Total 
Operating Expenses $359,093, Total Op¬ 
erating & Fixed Expenses $1,989,455, Net 
Operating Income ($174,575), Net Income 
($93,977) and Year-To-Date Net Income 
$33,880,862. 

During December, 46 members joined 
the cooperative and 52 terminated their 
memberships. 

A report of the January 16 Audit and 
Finance Committee meeting was given by 
Director Aden, Chairman of the Commit¬ 
tee. In accordance with the cooperative’s 
bylaws, the committee examined the ac¬ 
counts of the cooperative and reviewed 
expense statements, disbursements and 
supporting data. All accounts were found 
to be in order. The board approved the 
committee’s report. 

Chairman Chesnut recapped the De¬ 
cember 21 and January 18 Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperative board meet¬ 
ings. Financial, operations, legislative, en¬ 
gineering, and regulatory reports were 
presented. Delegates and alternates were 
selected for the NRECA, CFC and NRTC 
annual meetings that will be held March 11 
-14, in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Highlights of the December 20 Soyland 
Power Cooperative board meeting were 

given by Director Ludwig. President/CEO 
Champion and Attorney Fraker also at¬ 
tended. Financial, energy and marketing 
activity reports were given. Retiring Presi¬ 
dent/CEO Firlit was recognized for his years 
of service to Soyland. 

Director Ludwig also reported on the 
January 11 Continental Cooperative Ser¬ 
vices board meeting that he and President/ 
CEO Champion attended in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. An official logo was selected, 
financial reports were provided, delegates 
and alternates were selected for national 
organizations, power supply activities were 
reviewed, and policies were adopted. 

In other action, the board selected Di¬ 
rector Anderson as the delegate and Chair¬ 
man Chesnut as the alternate for the 
NRECA meeting that will be held March 
11 - 14 in St. Louis, Missouri. The board 
also approved a resolution to continue the 
Flexible Benefit Plan. 

President/CEO Champion furnished 
the board with a comprehensive Decem¬ 
ber job training and safety report, the 
Nominating Committee election results, an 
NRTC board report and a CFC board re¬ 
port. 

An update on the El Benefits Group 
and El Long Distance activities was given 
by President/CEO Champion. A report of 
SkyQuest and El Schippert WaterCare ac¬ 
tivities was given by SkyQuest Manager 
David Lithgow. IlliCom Net Service Man¬ 
ager Kevin Osterbur updated the board on 
the Internet business initiatives. 

The next meeting of the board will be 
held February 23, 2001. 

There being no further business to come 
before the board, the meeting was ad¬ 
journed. 

Proxy “ 2001 Annual Meeting - Eastern Mini Electric Couperative 

As a member of Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative, an Illinois Corporation, I, the undersigned, 
hereby appoint my proxy to vote in my stead at the 
2001 Annual Meeting of Members to be held at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School, Paxton, 
Illinois, on March 17, 2001. This proxy is unlimited as to matters on which it may be voted. 

Date (Signature of Member Giving Proxy) 

Under the Bylaws, no member may vote as a proxy for more than three members and the 
presence of a member at the meeting revokes a proxy heretofore given. 

your connection to powerful solutions 
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ELECTRIC NEWS 
www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

IlllNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

El Schippert WaterCare 
wins six national awards 

EI Schippert WaterCare Bush 
ness Manager Dave Schippert of 
Cissna Park accepted the “150 
Club Award” at the WaterCare, 
Inc. Annual Meeting in 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin. The 
award is given annually to 
dealerships that meet and exceed 
their sales quotas by at least 150 
percent. EI Schippert WaterCare 
is one of only two companies in 
the country to receive this award 
14 times. Schippert also accepted 
the “Quota Breaker Award” for 
surpassing overall company quo¬ 
tas. EISWC company has earned 
this award more than 20 times. 

Additionally, EISWC won the 
“Top Dollar Purchaser-Silver 
Award” for being the second larg¬ 
est WaterCare dealer in the na¬ 
tion. The “ICI Streamway 
Award” was presented to EISWC 
for exceeding quotas of sales to 
commercial and industrial cus¬ 
tomers. 

Dennis Smith, an EISWC Wa¬ 
ter Consultant and Serviceman 
from Milford, won the “Bronze 
Sales and Service Award.” This 
award goes to the individual who 
sells the third most systems 
throughout the country. 

EISWC Serviceman Kenneth 
Raum of Gibson City received the 
“Master Tech Award” for over 25 
years of service to a WaterCare 
dealership. 

(L to R) El Schippert WaterCare Business Manager Dave Schippert 
accepts awards from Bill Granger, President of WaterCare, Inc. 

(Lto R) El Schippert WaterCare Consultant and Serviceman Dennis Smith 
receives the “Bronze Sales and Service Award” from President of 
WaterCare, Inc. Bill Granger. 
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Doug Rye, “The king of caulk and talk,” gives his audience the message of energy conservation. 

A Rye house—a commonsense 
approach to an energy efficient home 

Many people who considered 
themselves pretty well versed on en- 
ergy-efficient construction techniques 
learned otherwise during a couple of 
energy-efficiency workshops co-spon- 
sored by Eastern Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative and several other 
organizations. Well-known energy 
expert Doug Rye conducted the work¬ 
shops, held Feb. 20-21 in Champaign. 

Rye, who has a radio show in which 
he refers to himself as “the king of 
caulk and talk,” debunked many fal¬ 
lacious building practices during his 
half-day presentations. He noted that 
such a talk, when given to young 
people, only takes 45 minutes. 

“You know why that is?” he asked. 
“It’s because the kids haven’t learned 
a lot of stuff that isn’t true. When 1 
talk to older people, it takes time to 
convince them that what I say is true, 
and that what they ‘know’ isn’t.” 

And he should know. A licensed 
architect, Rye has been involved in 
energy conservation building tech¬ 
niques since before the energy crunch 
of 1973, and got really seriously into 

Rye is interviewed by a reporter from Channel 15, Champaign. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

caulking and insulation after that. He 
designed the first “Arkansas House,” 
which featured 2 by 6 studs, with the 
stud cavities stuffed with insulation. 

“1 don’t believe that’s necessary 
any more,” he says, “and it requires 
more expensive studs and windows. 

I APRIL 2001 

Now, if your building code allows it, 1 
recommend standard 2 by 4 studs, 
with the stud cavities filled with cellu¬ 
lose insulation.” 

In fact, blown-in cellulose insula¬ 
tion is one of the keystones of his de¬ 
signs, since it fills little nooks and 



crannies and works its way around 
outlets and switches naturally. 

He also noted that many of the 
energy-efficient ratings we hear about 
really don’t mean much. The R-value 
of insulation, he noted, is based on 
tests made at 76° E, a situation in 
which no insulation is needed. Heat 
pumps, with their SEER ratings, are 
rated at 47° E 

He is a firm believer in balancing a 
heating/cooling system’s ductwork so 
the air return is as big as the intake. 
Usually, he notes, the returns are 
about one-fourth as large as they 
need to be. 

“The cooling and dehumidifica¬ 
tion obviously aren’t satisfactory,” he 
says, “so the first thing most techni¬ 
cians do is to install a bigger unit. That 
just makes the problem worse. A 
blower can’t put out any more air than 
it can take in.” 

If there’s a real problem with com¬ 
fort conditioning, he says, it’s the rule- 
of-thumb that holds that it’s easy to 
“guesstimate” how much air condi¬ 
tioning a house needs and the size 
and placement of its ducting. 

“If a salesman’s going to sell you a 
unit,” he emphasizes, “you need to 
sit down with him and have him tell 
you what he’s doing. He needs to 
know the orientation of your house, 
the square footage, the window area 
and which directions the windows 
face, the amount of insulation you 
plan to have, and many other factors. 
If he doesn’t spend at least a couple 
of hours working with you, he’s prob¬ 
ably not going to get it right.” 

Probably one of Rye’s most con¬ 
troversial positions is his complete 
disdain for gas in the home. “People 
who live in homes I design don’t have 
high gas bills because there is no gas,” 
he says, “but they won’t have high 
electricity bills, either. It’s just a mat¬ 
ter of designing and building right.” 

Caulking, one of Rye’s energy- 
conservation cornerstones, is espe¬ 
cially important, he emphasizes. “You 
may wonder why your electrician 

drills two-inch holes into your attic 
to run the wires,” he chuckles, “but 
it’s because that’s the only size drill 
he has in his toolbox!” 

All those holes—and there may 
be 50 or more in an average home— 
need to be plugged to prevent un¬ 
wanted air movement. 

Surprisingly, Rye asserts that sur¬ 
veys have shown that about one-third 
of all homes in America that have 
ductwork have at least one duct that’s 
completely disconnected, and some 
have more. “If you have a room or 
two that are frigid in the winter and 
hot in the summer,” he says, “you 
need to check out your ducts. If one 
is broken, have it fixed. It’s a com¬ 
mon problem that’s easy to find and 
take care of.” 

Little touches can save energy and 
money too, he says. For example, 
most water heaters - which have no 
bottom insulation - sit on a garage- 
floor concrete slab, which boasts an 
average year ‘round temperature of 
about 55° F. Putting a two-inch slab 
of foam insulation under the unit will 
save a little money with virtually no 
investment, he adds. And if your wa¬ 

ter heater doesn’t have a “blanket” 
of insulation around it, installing one 
will help. Inexpensive kits are avail¬ 
able at many home-supply stores. 

When it comes to heating and cool¬ 
ing, Rye told his audience, nothing 
can beat a geothermal unit, which is a 
heat pump connected to a liquid-filled 
pipe grid buried far enough down in 
the earth that the temperature aver¬ 
ages 55° F. In addition to heating and 
cooling, a geothermal unit often will 
provide 40 percent or so of the 
homeowner’s domestic hot water 
needs. 

While such a unit is unbeatable for 
long-term economy, the initial cost is 
undeniably a bit daunting, at first 
glance. 

“If you finance the added cost of 
careful construction over the life of a 
mortgage,” Rye says, “you’ll actually 
save money. None of my methods cost 
you money,” he stresses, “but they‘ll 
really save you money. You’ll save 
enough on your heating, cooling and 
water heating bills that you’ll come 
out well ahead. My methods don’t 
cost, they pay,” he concluded. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The Eastern Mini Electric Coop- 
erative Board of Directors held its 
regular monthly meeting on Feb¬ 
ruary 23, 2001, in the French L. 
Fraker Boardroom at the 
cooperative’s headquarters. 

Minutes of the January 23 regu¬ 
lar meeting, February 16 special 
meeting and executive sessions 
were approved. 

The January 31, 2001, statement 
of revenues and expenses includ¬ 
ing the following information was 
approved: Total Operating Rev¬ 
enues $2,005,937, Total Operating 
Expenses $427,820, Total Operat¬ 
ing & Fixed Expenses $2,013,046, 
Net Operating Income ($7,110), and 
Net Income ($3,178). 

In January, 59 members joined 
the cooperative and 70 terminated 
their memberships. 

Chairman Chesnut announced 
that the Audit and Finance Com¬ 
mittee meeting would meet March 
16. 

A synopsis of the February 15 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative board meeting was given 
by Chairman Chesnut. Financial, 
operations, legislative, engineering, 
and regulatory reports were given. 

Directors Bauer, Chesnut, Day, 
Raber and Reitz reported on the 
NRECA Director’s Conference 
they attended in San Antonio, 
Texas, February 11-14. President/ 
CEO Champion gave a presenta¬ 
tion at the conference entitled 
“The Consumer Market-Driven 
Cooperative.” 

Director Aden indicated that he 
had attended NRECA Course 
2620.2 “Board Roles and Relation¬ 
ships” in Springfield on February 
20-21. 

In other action, the board se¬ 
lected delegates and alternates for 
meetings that will be held March 
11-14 in St. Louis, Missouri. Di¬ 
rector Anderson was chosen as the 
delegate and Director Bauer as the 
alternate for the CFC annual meet¬ 
ing. President/CEO Champion was 
picked as the delegate for the Fed¬ 
erated Rural Electric Insurance 
Exchange annual meeting. Direc¬ 
tor Bauer will serve as the delegate 
and Director Anderson as the al¬ 
ternate for the NCSC annual 
meeting. 

A resolution thanking Direc¬ 
tor Knox for his outstanding ser¬ 
vice and his many contributions 
to the cooperative was adopted. 
Because of personal commit¬ 
ments, Director Knox will not be 
a candidate for reelection at the 

March 17 annual meeting. Addi¬ 
tionally, the board approved an 
amendment to the Service Area 
Agreement with AmerenCIPS; a 
subordination of surface rights 
with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation; and Brandon 
Jackson was selected as the del¬ 
egate for the April 10 annual 
meetings of the Illinois Coopera¬ 
tive Workers Compensation 
Group and Rochdale Services, Inc. 

President/CEO Champion fur¬ 
nished the board with informa¬ 
tion on the Doug Rye Seminars, 
a member dispute, litigation and 
February job training and safety 
activities. 

A report on the activities of the 
El Benefits Group and El Long 
Distance was given by President/ 
CEO Champion. A report of El 
Schippert WaterCare and El 
Bottled Water activities was given 
by Manager David Lithgow. 
IlliCom Telecommunications 
Manager Kevin Osterbur fur¬ 
nished information on the satel¬ 
lite to home services and Internet 
business initiatives. 

The Board went into executive 
session. 

There being no further busi¬ 
ness to come before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

Planning to dig or disturb the earth — call JULIE toll free at (800) 892- 
0123 at least TWO working days prior to breaking ground. The call and 
the service are free to those planning to dig. 

When requesting a JULIE locate, provide the name, telephone num¬ 
ber, county, township or town, closest town and distance, section num¬ 
ber, excavation site address, nearest crossroad and the type of work being 
performed. You will need to keep the information you receive from the 
operator until the work is completed. Each request is in effect for 14 days. 

The location of EIEC’s underground power cables will be marked 
with either red flags or red spray paint. It is the responsibility of the 
owner to inform the excavator of any underground power cables that are 
NOT owned by EIEC. 

Be responsible and work safely — 
call JULIE at (800) 892-0123 before you dig 
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IlilNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

Charles D. Day, Jr. and Harold Loy re-elected: 
Kay Horsch is new board member 

The area residents who were elected to the board of directors of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 
Paxton, are congratulated by Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO. From left are Champion, Kay 
Horsch of Dewey, Charles D. Day, Jr. of Bement and Harold M. Loy of Beaverville. Day and Loy were re' 
elected, while Horsch was elected to her first term. She replaces Larry Knox, also of Dewey, who did not 
seek re-election. The election was held at the co-op’s 14th annual meeting, Saturday, March 17, at the 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School in Paxton. 
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Turnout good for 14th EIEC annual meeting 
Members of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 

Paxton, were told that an electricity-supply meltdown 
like the one ravaging California is unlikely to happen 
to their co-op. 

They received that news at the member-owned 
electric utility’s 14th annual meeting held Saturday, 
March 17, at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 
in Paxton. Officials of the co-op said the power-sup- 
ply situation in Illinois is better than that in Califor¬ 
nia, and that our state’s deregulation legislation is far 
better, too. 

Also during the meeting, the membership elected 
three members to the co-op’s board of directors. Kay 
Horsch of Dewey, Harold M. Loy of Beaverville and 
Charles D. Day, Jr. of Bement were elected to the 

the colors. 

^ Larry Knox, left, retiring director, receives a 
plaque in recognition of his service to the co-op. 
Marion Chesnut, chairman of the board, made 
the presentation. 

EIEC board of directors. Loy and Day ran unopposed, while 
Horsch defeated Justin Kneeland, also of Dewey. She replaces 
Larry Knox, who decided not to seek re-election. In addi¬ 
tional voting, the membership voted to amend the co-op’s 
bylaws to allow for two classes of officers. 

Recently elected U.S. Congressman Tim Johnson was a 
guest at the meeting. He reminded the co-op members — and 
his constituents — that he is in the business of representing 
them, and urged them to call or write him with any concerns 
they may have. 

Speaking to some 900 members and guests, Chairman 
Marion Chesnut said, “Power supply and the cost of energy 
have become hot topics. We have been working through 
Soyland Power Cooperative to secure an adequate and com¬ 
petitively priced energy source for you. Last fall, a new co-op 
organization was formed through an alliance between Soyland 
and another generation and transmission cooperative, Al¬ 
legheny Electric Cooperative in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

“The new organization is known as Continental Cooperative Services, or CCS. Soyland and Allegheny still own 
their own generation and transmission assets, and they are still controlled by the distribution cooperatives who receive 

i i ctUwi i lok/it; vvcio « uuoy CIIIVI 

there was something for just about everyone. 
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power from them,” he said. 
Chesnut added that there are several 

advantages to the alliance, and one is that 
while Illinois has its times of greatest elec¬ 
tricity demand — and cost — in the sum¬ 
mer, Allegheny’s peak demand times are 
in the winter, so both co-ops can help each 
other in times of need. The fact that the 
service areas cover different time zones 
helps, too, he said. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/ 
CEO, addressed the deregulation of the 
electric industry, noting that most of 
California’s problems are the result of 
hasty legislation that almost seemed de¬ 
signed to fail. 

“Most of California’s chaos has been 
legislated,” he said, “and utilities were not 
allowed to purchase power shortfalls 
through long-term contracts; they were re¬ 
quired to buy 80 percent of their power 
through daily, spot market purchases. This 
subjected them to extreme price volatility, 
so their wholesale prices were extremely 
high. The problem was compounded by 
the fact that price caps were added. They 
were forced by law to sell power for less 
than they paid for it, so they were doomed 
to financial difficulties.” 

lb make matters worse, he said, Cali¬ 
fornia, which has been growing by leaps 
and bounds, has not built any new gener¬ 
ating plants or transmission lines in years. 

Champion, speaking from the lectern, 
introduced a video made earlier by Alan 
Schweighart, manager of operations and engineering, who out¬ 
lined the co-op’s “nuts and bolts” activities during the last year. 

“We worked hard to deliver a reliable and high-quality supply 
of electrical energy,” Schweighart said, “and we did a lot of main¬ 
tenance. Last year our crews rebuilt 40 miles of overhead lines. 
We changed out 425 decayed poles, upgraded service to 131 ac¬ 
counts, built service to 137 new accounts, and retired service to 
49 accounts.” 

Robert Dickey, manager of marketing and economic develop¬ 
ment, also addressed the audience through a video presentation. 
He noted that the co-op is interested in interacting with its mem¬ 
bers in as many ways as possible, whether it’s through the media, 
face-to-face at open houses and trade shows, or any means pos¬ 
sible. “1 encourage you to contact us any way you want to,” he 
said, “and I’d like to call your attention to the El website at 
www.eiec.org. 

“Our ultimate objective is to provide our members with extraordinary service. Beginning late spring, we will be 
rolling out the El ‘Mobile field office,’ to bring the same services offered at the co-op headquarters to a location near you 
and to be available at times convenient for you. 

“We will have access to your customer information, and will be able to handle almost any issue concerning your 
account or provide you with information about our products and services,” he concluded. 

After the meeting, the board met in reorganizational session and elected Bradley]. Ludwig of Fithian, chairman; Loy, 
vice chairman; Robert Bauer of Cissna Park, secretary; Herbert L. Aden of Newman, treasurer, and Donald Reitz of 
Gilman, assistant secretary. 

U.S. Congressman Tim Johnson, left, made a special point of 
attending the meeting. Here, he visits with EIEC President/CEO Wm. 
David Champion, Jr.. 

ElEC’s custom water bottling service was 
on display, a new exhibit this year. 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

TheEastem Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Board of Directors held its regu¬ 
lar monthly meeting March 27,2001, 
in the French L. Fraker Boardroom at 
the cooperative’s headquarters. 

Minutes of the February 23 regu¬ 
lar meeting, March 7 special meeting 
and executive session, and March 17 
Organization meeting were approved. 

The February 28, 2001, statement 
of revenues and expenses including 
the following information was ap¬ 
proved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,838,580, Total Operating Expenses 
$379,800, Total Operating &. Fixed 
Expenses $1,731,731, Net Operating 
Income $106,849, and Net Income 
$129,375. 

In February, 42 members joined 
the cooperative and 67 terminated 
their memberships. 

Chairman Ludwig announced that 
the Annual Meeting Planning Com¬ 
mittee would meet April 5. 

A report of the March 16 Audit 
and Finance Committee meeting was 
given by Director Aden, Chairman of 

the Committee. In accordance with 
the cooperative’s bylaws, the commit¬ 
tee examined the accounts of the co¬ 
operative and reviewed expense 
statements, disbursements and sup¬ 
porting data. All accounts were found 
to be in order. The board approved 
the committee’s report. 

Chairman Ludwig summarized the 
March 15 Continental Cooperative 
Services (CCS) board meeting that 
was held in St. Louis, Missouri. Re¬ 
ports were presented on power sup¬ 
ply, transmission, marketing and 
finance. Additionally, the board heard 
an industry update. 

Directors Anderson, Chesnut, 
Day, Ludwig, Raber, Attorney Fraker 
and President/CEO Champion re¬ 
ported on the NREC A annual meet¬ 
ing they had attended in St. Louis, 
Missouri, March 11-14. 

Director Loy reported on the Feb¬ 
ruary 26 all employee meeting and 
safety meeting he attended. Presi¬ 
dent/CEO Champion announced that 
the cooperative had received an 
award for the “best accident/illness 
record” at the AIEC Safety/Supervi¬ 
sory Technical Conference in Spring- 
field. He also provided a 
comprehensive March job training 

and safety report. 
In other action, the board ap¬ 

proved a three-phase contract with 
Kinnett’s Welding & Fabrication, Inc. 

President/CEO Champion fur¬ 
nished the board with the following 
information: a report of the Febru¬ 
ary 14-15 NRTC board meeting, 
Gary Van Gorden has completed the 
course work and passed a final exam 
to become a Certified Key Accounts 
Executive, and a $224.58 capital cred¬ 
its check and a qualified allocation of 
$796.26 have been received from the 
National Information Solutions Co¬ 
operative (NISC). 

President/CEO Champion pro¬ 
vided information on the activities of 
the El Benefits Group and El Long 
Distance. An update of El Schippert 
WaterCare and El Bottled Water ac¬ 
tivities was given by Manager David 
Lithgow. IlliCom Telecommunications 
Manager Kevin Osterbur reviewed 
the satellite to home services and 
Internet business initiatives. 

The Board went into executive 
session. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

Expariefiioe races at She 

Memorial Day Weekend 
Springfield TT National on May 26 

& Springfield Mile on May 27 
See the nation’s best riders and fastest bikes up close and personal 
Feel the excitement and thrill of live racing. 
For a 10% discount on advanced sale tickets - 
call (217) 753-8866 - you must mention you’re a coopera 
tive member. 
Stop in at the Touchstone Energy hospitality tent on the 
infield on Sunday for refreshments, and meet 
cooperative employees. 

Touchstone Energy is a major sponsor of the two-day race 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through 
competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Eight area high school students participated in ElEC’s “Youth to Washington” essay contest on 
April 9 at Lakeview Country Club in Loda. In the back row from left are: Bradley J. Ludwig, EIEC 
board chairman, John Zech of Monticello, Sarah Walczewski of St. Joseph, Andrea Goodall of 
Sided, Jeremiah Rohwedder of Cissna Park, Shawn Simpson of Champaign and Wm. David 
Champion, Jr., EIEC President/CEO. Front row from left are Kelsey Smith of Hoopeston, Grace 
Yang and Eric LeSueur of Champaign. 

“Youth to Washington” Essay Contest 
Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 

tive (EIEC) will send three area high 
school students on all-expense-paid 
trips to Washington, DC., June 15- 
22, 2001. 

Winners of ElEC’s “Youth to 
Washington” tour essay contest are 
Grace Yang, Eric LeSueur and 
Shawn Simpson. The three stu¬ 
dents were chosen as grand prize 

winners from a group of eight final¬ 
ists at ElEC’s essay dinner on Mon¬ 
day, April 9, at the Lakeview 
Country Club in Loda. In addition 
to winning the Washington trip, 
Yang won a $200 savings bond for 
having the highest score. The other 
two winners of the tour, LeSueur 
and Simpson, received $100 and $75 
savings bonds, respectively. 

The remaining five finalists each 
won $50 savings bonds. They are 
Andrea Goodall, Jeremiah 
Rohwedder, Kelsey Smith, Sarah 
Walczewski and John Zech. 

Area students competing in the 
contest submitted essays entitled 
“Touchstone Energy - Providing 
Quality and Value.” 
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Pictured with Representative Tom Berns are, front row from left: John Zech of Monticello, Shawn 
Simpson of Champaign, Rep. Berns, Sarah Walczewski of St. Joseph, Grace Yang and Eric LeSueur 
of Champaign. Second row from left: Glenda Frette, chaperone, EIEC, Andrea Goodall of Sidell, 
Jeremiah Rohwedder of Cissna Park, Kelsey Smith of Hoopeston, Jeannie Kingston and Mike Wilson, 
chaperones, EIEC. 

Students tour state capital during 
Illinois Electric and Telephone 

Cooperatives’ Youth Day 

Eight students representing East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative met 
with area legislators during the Illi¬ 
nois Electric and Telephone Coop¬ 
eratives’ Youth Day on Wednesday, 
April 4, in Springfield. While in the 

state’s capital, they had an oppor¬ 
tunity to watch government in ac¬ 
tion, and visited the Illinois 
Supreme Court. They also toured 
other sites, including Lincoln’s tomb 
and the Governor’s mansion. The 

day was sponsored by the electric 
and telephone co-ops in the state 
in an effort to introduce young ru¬ 
ral leaders to state government. 

Linemen attend underground 
distribution school 

Three apprentice linemen for 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
attended an underground distribu¬ 
tion school held April 23-27, at Lin¬ 
coln Land Community College in 
Springfield. The school, which was 
hosted by the AIEC, was part of a 
five-week-long hot line school train¬ 
ing program, which demonstrated 
electric pole climbing, electrical 
theory and safety techniques. 

1 

ILHURS yjMS- c ■ 

Pictured from left are: Sean Miller of Tuscola, Ken Mutchmore of 
Gilman and Mike Batte of Paxton. 
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Check out ElEC’s mobile field office 

Visit the mobile field office at a location near you 
during June, July and August 

The Mobile Field Office will provide you with access to Eastern Illini’s services. These 
services include your energy usage history, billing information, rate analysis, loan pro¬ 
grams and payment options along with various products and services that are available to 
you. 

June dates and locations: 
June 5-7 Colfax Township Building, Ivesdale 
June 12-14 Heritage High School, Broadlands 
June 19-21 Sloan Implement, Atwood 

The mobile field office will be open 1:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

Stop by and see an Eastern lllini representative! 
Refreshments will be provided! 

Check future Illinois Country Living “Center Sections” 
for upcoming dates and locations 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The Board of Directors of East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative held 
its regular monthly meeting April 
24, 2001, in the French L. Fraker 
Boardroom at the cooperative’s 
headquarters. 

Minutes of the March 27 regular 
meeting, April 5 special meeting and 
executive sessions were approved. 

The March 31, 2001, statement 
of revenues and expenses including 
the following information was ap¬ 
proved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,662,003, Total Operating Ex¬ 
penses $410,138, Total Operating & 
Fixed Expenses $1,800,404, Net 
Operating Income ($138,401), and 
Net Income ($131,373). 

During March, 69 members 
joined the cooperative and 89 ter¬ 
minated their memberships. 

Director Anderson reported on 
the April 5 meeting of the Annual 
Meeting Planning Committee. The 
annual meeting will be held March 
16, 2002, at the Paxton-Buckley- 
Loda High School. A “walking 

stick” yardstick will be the atten¬ 
dance gift and 25 $100 cash awards 
will be given away. A catered lunch 
will be furnished and “The Other 
Guys” will provide the entertain¬ 
ment. The board approved the re¬ 
port. 

A summary of the April 19 As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives Board meeting was given by 
Director Chesnut. Financial, Youth 
Day, Engineering and regulatory re¬ 
ports were presented. The AIEC 
board approved the 2002 budget 
and a contract with a research firm 
to conduct the statewide survey. 

Chairman Ludwig highlighted 
the April 11 Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative board meeting that was held 
in Springfield. Director Loy and 
Attorney Fraker also attended. Re¬ 
ports were presented on power sup¬ 
ply, transmission, marketing and 
finance. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved changing the interest rate on 
loans to finance geothermal systems 

and energy conservation activities to 
7.8 percent and utilizing non-oper¬ 
ating margins from 1999 and 2000 
to offset operating losses for these 
prior years. In addition, Rate 18 (In¬ 
terruptible Single-Phase - Small 
Use), Rider 1 (Interruptible Water 
Heating) and Rider 5 (Interruptible 
Air Conditioning) were amended. 

President/CEO Champion fur¬ 
nished the board with the following 
information: The April 9 essay con¬ 
test had eight exceptional finalists 
and was well attended, an April job 
training and safety report, a CFC 
Boardroom report, an NRECA Na¬ 
tional Grassroots campaign to op¬ 
pose the “National Energy Security 
Act” pending in the Senate, and 
$32,952.40 in annual interest on 
Capital Term Certificates has been 
received from CFC. 

The board went into executive 
session. 

After returning to open session, 
the board was provided with writ¬ 
ten reports on the activities of the 
El Benefits Group, El Long Dis¬ 
tance, El Schippert WaterCare, El 
Bottled Water, and IlliCom Telecom¬ 
munications. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

Congratulations!!! 
The following members won a FREE trip compliments of Eastern Illini and their local HVAC contractor for 

purchasing a GEOTHERMAL heating and cooling system in 2000. 

Dealer Customer Town 
Bauer Comfort Center James Risley Mahomet 
Boyce Electric Bruce Ristow Cissna Park 
Design Air Wayne Robinson Sidney 
Duden & Silver Aaron Tuller Gifford 
Houston’s Heating & Plumbing David Maul Paxton 
Kupferschmid, Inc. Jeff Dowell Colfax 
R &. M Electric Ron Howe Danforth 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of 
life in the under-served rural community. 
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Wm. David Champion Jr., president/CEO of Eastern lllini presents the $1,000 IEC Memorial Scholarship to 
Haley Loy. She is pictured with her parents Harold and Nancy Loy of Beaverville. Harold serves as vice- 
chairman on the board of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative. Pictured from left are: Wm. David Champion Jr., 
Haley Loy, Nancy Loy and Harold Loy. 

Haley Loy receives IEC scholarship 
Haley Loy, daughter of Harold 

and Nancy Loy of Beaverville, is 
one of three winners of this year’s 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship. She 
competed for the scholarship with 
171 other entries. The $1,000 
awards are given each year, two to 
sons or daughters of electric co¬ 
op members, and one to the son 
or daughter of a co-op employee 
or director. Harold Loy serves as 

vice-chairman on the board of East¬ 
ern lllini Electric Cooperative. 

Loy received her scholarship 
Friday, May 25, at the 
Donovan High School’s 
awards ceremony. Wm. 
David Champion, Jr., 
president/CEO of Eastern 
lllini Electric Cooperative, 
made the presentation. 

An active student, Loy has 
been an honor roll student 

throughout high school, a mem¬ 
ber of the National Honor Soci¬ 

ety, student council president, 
4-H vice president and cheer¬ 

leader captain. She has 
also been active in sports 
including volleyball, bas¬ 

ketball and track. Loy has 
also won several awards includ¬ 

ing a student leadership award 
presented by Lieutenant Governor 
Corinne Wood. 
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Last fall a young Illinois man slid off a blacktop 
road late at night and hit a utility pole. Getting 
out of the car he walked into the downed 7,200 

volt power line. He died instantly. In another Illb 
nois car accident a young mother also lost control 
of her car and hit a utility pole, causing the high 
voltage line to drop on top of the car. Because she 
had recently heard a safety message from her local 
utility she knew the best thing to do was stay in 
the car until help arrived. After the line was turned 
off by linemen, the young mother and her children 
walked away from the accident. 

These two stories highlight the need to increase 
public awareness of the dangers electricity can pose 
even during everyday activities as simple as flying a 
kite or cleaning a pool. Through the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Council (IEC), your electric cooperative has 
joined forces with other electric utilities and the 
University of Illinois to create the first cooperative 
effort by utilities to prevent electricity-related ac¬ 
cidents. 

“Each member of the IEC is committed to elec¬ 
trical safety and promotes safety through their own 
organization,” said Paul Benson, IEC executive di¬ 
rector. “This cooperative effort expands upon those 
individual programs, and extends the reach of safety 
information beyond each organization’s activities.” 

The campaign focuses on electrical safety in four 
main areas - home, youth safety, agribusiness and 
contractor safety. The Safe Electricity effort uses a 
number of vehicles to deliver information to broad 
audiences, including radio and television public ser¬ 
vice announcements (PSAs), the Internet and print 
materials. 

The centerpiece is a comprehensive Web site, 
www.SafeElectricity.org. The site has detailed in¬ 
formation and lists educational materials available, 
such as videotapes and books for teachers and oth¬ 
ers promoting the safe use of electricity. 

The first series of radio public service announce¬ 
ments has been distributed to stations across Illi¬ 
nois, and companion television announcements are 
being completed for distribution. The announce¬ 
ments feature a variety of hazardous situations and 
safety tips, and direct people to the 
SafeElectricity.org Web site for more information. 

K3 

The initial public service announcements include 
safety information about operating tall equipment 
around electric lines, using electrical appliances 
around water, working around the house, exercis¬ 
ing caution during and after storms and children 
playing near electrical equipment. The goal is to fo¬ 
cus attention on issues related to outdoor safety as 
more and more people head outside for summer ac¬ 
tivities. 

Like the announcements, the Web site is intended 
to promote awareness of topical and timely safety 
issues, and will be continually updated and expanded. 

The Web site is easy for anyone to use - teachers, 
students, contractors, homeowners, farmers, busi¬ 
ness owners, public safety officials - anyone who has 
questions about electrical safety. 

Today www.SafeElectricity.org includes sections 
for home safety, youth safety, rural safety, contrac¬ 
tor safety, educator resources, videos and links to 
sites with additional information. 

“We are committed to making this campaign and 
the SafeElectricity.org Web site a lifesaving resource 
for Illinois,” Benson said. “If we save one life or 
keep one person from being hurt, we will be suc¬ 
cessful.” 

“Electric cooperatives serve the citizens of rural 
Illinois and many of them are engaged in the haz¬ 
ardous occupation of providing food and fiber to the 
people of our state and nation,” said Earl Struck, 
president and CEO of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. “By working together all of 
the utilities in Illinois can present these safety mes¬ 
sages more efficiently, effectively and economically 
than they could by themselves. We’re also grateful 
to the University of Illinois for their leadership and 
involvement.” 
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Hoveln Recognized 
EIEC would like to recognize Hoveln installed 15 systems in winner of an all-expenses paid trip 

Hoveln Heating and Cooling for the Eastern Illini service territory to one of three exciting vacation 
their successful year of selling and during 2000, including a system destinations, compliments of 
installing geothermal heating and at the home of Don Patterson of Hoveln Heating and Cooling and 
cooling systems. Sidney. Patterson was the lucky Eastern Illini. 

Visit Eastern Illini 
at two great events in July 

July 12-15 - Historic Farm Days, Penfield 
July 18-22 - Iroquois County Fair, Crescent City 

Eastern Illini is pleased to be look at electricity and electrical the exciting products and services 
sponsoring the “Live Line Demo” safety. available from your cooperative, 
at each of these events. The “Live You can speak with Eastern including our new TWO-WAY 
Line Demo” features an up close Illini representatives and see all of Satellite Internet service. 

on zkb i liooife m Onjw 

Visit the mobile field office at a location near you 
The Mobile Field Office will provide you with access to Eastern Illini’s services. These 

services include your energy usage history, billing information, rate analysis, loan programs 
and payment options along with various products and services that are available to you. 

July 24-26 Birkey’s Farm Store 
Rte. 47 North, Gibson City 

July 31 -August 2 Meier Brothers Tire Supply 
Rte. 116, West of I-57, Ashkum 

The mobile field office will be open 11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
Stop by and see an Eastern Illini representative! Refreshments will be provided! 

Check future Illinois Country Living “Center Sections” for upcoming dates and locations 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The Board of Directors of East- 
em Illini Electric Cooperative held its 
regular monthly meeting May 22, 
2001, in the French L. Fraker Board- 
room at the cooperative’s headquar¬ 
ters. 

Minutes of the April 24 regular 
meeting and executive sessions were 
approved. 

The April 30, 2001, statement of 
revenues and expenses including the 
following information was approved: 
Total Operating Revenues 

$1,639,544, Total Operating Ex¬ 
penses $398,051, Total Operating & 
Fixed Expenses $1,580,952, Net Op¬ 
erating Income $58,592, and Net In¬ 
come $80,608. 

In April, 65 members joined the 
cooperative and 73 terminated their 
memberships. 

A report of the May 17 Land Use 
Facilities Committee meeting was 
given by Director Byers, chairman of 
the committee. The committee re¬ 
viewed the utilization of the 
Hoopeston and Cropsey garages and 
recommends selling them. Addition¬ 
ally, the committee recommends in¬ 
vestigating options for other outlying 
facilities. The board approved the 
report. 

Chairman of the Board Ludwig 
announced that the Audit and Fi¬ 
nance Committee will meet June 8 and 
the Policy, Regulation/Member and 
Public Relations Committee will meet 
June 11. 

The auditing firm of Kerber, Eck 
& Braeckel, LLP presented the board 
with the annual audit that reported a 
clean, unqualified opinion on the 
Consolidated Financial Statements of 
EIEC and subsidiaries. The auditing 
firm proposed an audit adjustment 
because the cooperative had re¬ 

corded the sale of 
Unlimited Visions, 
Inc. utilizing its tax 
basis for the calcu¬ 
lation of the gain. 
The cooperative 

agreed with this finding and made the 
audit adjustment to modify the gain 
recorded from the sale of its subsid¬ 
iary for the year ended December 31, 
2000. The adjustment did not ulti¬ 
mately affect the balance sheet of the 
cooperative. Net margins reported at 
the annual meeting were 
$33,330,888 and non-operating 
margins were $33,578,249. As ad¬ 
justed, the net margins were 
$37,653,169 and non-operating mar¬ 
gins were $37,900,530. The auditors 
stated, “We do not believe this ad¬ 
justment impacts the financial report¬ 
ing process.” The board accepted the 
audit report. 

Highlights of the May 17 Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Board meeting were given by Direc¬ 
tor Chesnut. Financial, Touchstone, 
engineering, government relations, 
operations and regulatory reports 
were presented. An $18,450 check 
was presented to AIEC by the Feder¬ 
ated Rural Electric Insurance Ex¬ 
change to support safety activities. 

Chairman Ludwig briefed the 
board on the April 30 Continental 
Cooperative Services board meeting 
he attended in Washington, D.C. 
President/CEO Champion and At¬ 
torney Fraker also attended. Audit 
reports for CCS members Allegheny 
and Soyland were accepted. The 
board discussed power supply and 
established Power Supply and Fi¬ 
nance committees. 

While attending the NRECA Leg¬ 
islative Conference in Washington, 
D.C. during the first week of May, 
Directors Anderson and Horsch, 
President/CEO Champion and At¬ 
torney Fraker advised they had very 
good meetings with Senators and 
Congressmen. 

Director Horsch gave a recap of 
the April 27 safety meeting she at¬ 
tended and President/CEO Cham¬ 
pion furnished the board with a 
comprehensive report on May job 
training and safety activities. 

Alan Schweighart, Manager of 
Operations & Engineering, outlined 
changes that have been made to the 
cooperative’s engineering specifica¬ 
tions. 

Marketing activities for the first 
quarter of 2001 were summarized by 
Manager of Marketing & Economic 
Development Robert Dickey. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved corporate resolutions for 
bank accounts, contributing to the 
CFC System Integrity Fund, and en¬ 
tering into three phase interruptible 
contracts with Watseka Farmers 
Grain. 

President/CEO Champion fur¬ 
nished the board with the following 
information: The Illinois Electric 
Council’s Safe Electricity Program; 
Haley Loy of Beaverville, daughter of 
Director Harold Loy and his wife 
Nancy, has been selected as the $1,000 
IEC Memorial Scholarship winner in 
the “son or daughter of an electric 
cooperative employee or director” 
category; the EnerStar project near 
Tuscola; and a NISC Boardroom re¬ 
port. 

The board went into executive 
session. 

After returning to open session, 
President/CEO Champion furnished 
information on the El Benefits Group 
and El Long Distance. El Schippert 
WaterCare Manager David Lithgow 
gave an operations report and also 
reviewed El Bottled Water activities. 
Kevin Osterbur, IlliCom Telecommu¬ 

nications Manager, updated the 
board on the initiatives of the tele¬ 
communications business. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through 
competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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PUBLIC AUCTION 
 Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative  
330 W. Ottawa, Paxton, IL • Saturday, August 11,2001 • 10:00 a.m. 

Contact Mike Zaiaker or Luke Olmstead at (800) 824-5102 or (217) 379-2131 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Thick #9 DIGGER DERRICK, 1985 Chevy Top Kick, GVW 29900, Cat 3208 diesel - 225 HR 10-speed fuller 

transmission,Telelect 4500 45 ft. sheave height, bucket included, 158,000 miles 

Truck #11 DIGGER DERRICK, 1987 GMC Kodiak, GVW 29900, Cat 3208 diesel - 225 HI> 10-speed fuller 

transmission,Telelect 4500 45 ft. sheave height, bucket included, 158,000 miles 

Truck #52 TREE TRUCK, 1990 GMC GVW 29860, Cat 3116 Diesel - 215 HE 5-speed transmission with 2 

speed axle, Versalift VO-50 ariel lift, chip box with hydraulic dump, 159,000 miles 

Truck #17 PICKUP, 1995 GMC Extended Cab 2 WD, short bed, most options and topper, 147,000 miles 

Thick #44 PICKUP/UTILITY BED, 5.0 liter V8 AC PS AT, fiberglass utility body, 147,000 miles 

Truck #404 PICKUE 1989 S-10, V6 AT PS AC, topper, 198,000 miles 

Van #6 CARGO VAN, 1989 GMC, 4.3 liter V6 AC AT PS, 159,500 miles 

Other items include: Kohler generator, floor jack, grease gun, 
showroom furniture, lawn tractor, van shelves, and boxes, etc. 

All vehicles have been maintained in-house. 
Records are available from the maintenance shop. 

For more information, check out ElEC’s website at www.eiec.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value through 
competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Ilinois Mother of the Year 

Kendra and Wm. David Champion, Jr., president/CEO of Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative, on Kendra’s front steps. 

Kendra Workman Smiley of 
East Lynn, author, motivational 
speaker, columnist, radio person¬ 
ality and mother to three sons, has 
something else to grin about. 

She was named the Illinois 
Mother of the Year for 2001 by 
American Mothers Inc., a national 
inter-faith organization based on 
preserving the moral and spiritual 
base of American families. 

The United Methodist Women 
in Paxton, spurred by their presi¬ 
dent Doris Miller, nominated 
Kendra for the award. Miller was 
formerly a president of American 
Mothers, and has known Kendra 
since her birth in Paxton through 
her marriage to John Smiley and 
her graduations from the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois and the University 
of North Dakota. 

“She is a very deserving lady, 
and very talented,” said Miller. “I 
think she is a super mom and a 
super person. The criteria for this 
award involves not only being a 
good mother, but also being in¬ 
volved in the community, church, 
and schools. Kendra certainly was 
well-qualified.” 

The state-honored mothers 
form a pool from which the na¬ 
tional Mother of the Year is cho¬ 
sen. This year’s national winner 
was from South Dakota. Ameri¬ 
can Mothers Inc., whose inaugu¬ 
ral honorary chairwoman was Sara 
Delano Roosevelt, presented the 
first American Mother of the Year 
award in 1935. 

Kendra seems to manage every¬ 
thing just short of mothering an 
American President. But despite 
the juggling act required to handle 
her family and her professional life 
in multiple fields, including re¬ 
porting for magazines such as 
Christian Parenting Today, Kendra 
remains upbeat, and her 
mantra,“Always family first,” re¬ 
mains unshaken. With four books 
under her belt and a fifth on the 

way, her family life is rock solid. 
“If you strengthen your family you 
strengthen whatever else you do,” 
she says. “It makes a big difference 
in the morning when people are 
saying Alright! Yes! We like you!”’ 
she says. Her boisterous illustra¬ 
tion of the cheer, which included 
banging expressively on the table- 
top, gives away her profession of 
the past 10 years as a motivational 
speaker. Kendra speaks to audi¬ 
ences nation-wide, from the Delta 
Delta Delta women’s sorority in 
Austin, Texas to the employees at 
Procter and Gamble in Cincinnati 
Ohio, to a group of stay-at-home 
mothers in Rochester, Minnesota. 
The topics run the gamut from 
communication skills to parenting 
to the best way to obtain a “Happy 
Hubby.” 

Kendra, a self-titled “people- 
preacher,” has been hired to ad¬ 
dress members of every Christian 

denomination. She attributes her 
versatility to messages that are not 
doctrine-based, but Bible-based. 
“I never get hired by people who 
want the business to be first,” she 
says proudly of her family-oriented 
message. In addition to her strong 
views on God and family life, 
Kendra has another passion, her 
radio show on the New Life Ra¬ 
dio Network, “Live Life Intention¬ 
ally.” 

“I want parents to make some 
intentional choices. I may not 
agree with all of a person’s choices, 
but I want them to know that they 
made the decision they wanted to 
make.” she says. “We live in a so¬ 
ciety where we are all victims. 
Forget your ‘if-only ’ and go beyond 
that and change your attitude.” 

But before you call her the Dr. 
Laura of Christian Radio, have a 
look at Kendra’s four books, criti¬ 
cally regarded in terms of their 
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compassion and humor: Empow* 
ered By Choice, Give Your Heart 
a Good Spring Cleaning, Helping 
Your Kids Make Good Choices, 
and It’s a Mom Thing. Each fo¬ 
cuses on using scripture and per¬ 
sonal spirituality to guide 
decision-making. Her first book 
Empowered by Choice, published 
in 1998, narrates stories of women 
Kendra knows personally, women 
who have aptly met challenges 
such as breast cancer, the death 
of a sister, or the birth of a men¬ 
tally retarded child. 

“These aren’t just people I met 
and thought they were good 
people, these are people I watched 
myself and saw making Godly 

choices when they could have 
chosen to be really angry about 
their situation,” said Kendra. 

It is this sort of personal touch 
that makes her admirable, accord¬ 
ing to Kendra’s oldest son Mat¬ 
thew, a recent graduate from the 
University of Illinois. “She’s very 
supportive of the things my broth¬ 
ers and I have wanted to do, and 
she does her best to be excited 
about and interested in them as 
well,” said Matthew. “It’s been 
very good for us to see how she 
interacts with people so we can 
learn a good way to get along with 
people and how to treat them.” 

Top photo: Kendra Smiley and her 
husband John, a Vice-Wing 
Commander pilot and Colonel in the 
United States Air Force Reserves, 
have been married for 29 years. 

Left photo: Kendra's sons. From left, 
Jonathan, Matthew and Aaron. 

Kendra’s success has noticeably 
influenced her children. She says 
her son Aaron even plans to co¬ 
author a book with her. Aaron, 
having completed his second year 
in the Pre-Veterinary program at 
the University of Illinois, trains 
horses and gives riding lessons on 
the family’s 240-acre farm in East 
Lynn. Her son Matthew received 
a degree in Kinesiology from the 
University of Illinois, where he 
was their first-ever student foot¬ 
ball coach. Matthew plans to join 
the U.S. Air Force as a second lieu¬ 
tenant in Grand Forks, North Da¬ 
kota. Her youngest son, Jonathan, 

has completed his sophomore year 
at Hoopeston Area High School 
where he also plays baseball. 

“Motherhood is the most chal¬ 
lenging, most rewarding job I have 
ever encountered, and encourage¬ 
ment is essential,” Kendra said in 
a speech addressed to her fellow 
state competitors at the American 
Mothers National Convention in 
Portland, Oregon. Kendra also 
addressed the Illinois House of 
Representatives and will later 
speak to the Senate regarding her 
honor. Although continually 
faced with her increasing celebrity, 
Kendra humbly occupies her place 
as Illinois Mother of the Year. “It 
doesn’t mean I am the best 
mother in Illinois, it means I have 
been chosen to represent the 
mothers of Illinois,” she said. 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT The board meeting report has been added to ElEC’s 
website at www.eiec.org. You will also find 

information on the auction, products and services, 
subsidiaries, safety and much more. 

Check out ElEC’s mobile field office 
at a location near you 

The Mobile Field Office will 
provide you with access to East¬ 
ern Illini’s services. These services 
include your energy usage history, 
billing information, rate analysis, 

loan programs and payment op¬ 
tions along with various products 
and services that are available to 
you. Stop by and see an Eastern 
Illini representative! Refresh¬ 

ments will be provided! The mo¬ 
bile field office will be open 
11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. 

July 31 -Aug. 2 Meier Brothers Tire Supply 
Aug. 7-9 Apostolic Christian World Relief Center 
Aug. 14-16 Birkeys Farm Store 
Aug. 21 -23 McCullough Implement 
Aug. 28-30 H.B. Walder Implement 

Rte. 116, West of I-57, Ashkum 
24553 E SOON Rd. (Rte. 24), Fairbury 
Rte. 1 South, Hoopeston 
Rte. 1 North, Watseka 
Rte. 49 South, Cissna Park 

Did you know your chance of needing long term care is 1 in 2?1 Are you thinking about the long term 
care needs of you and your family? 

• PRESERVE YOUR LIFESTYLE - Long 
term care insurance can help you enjoy your 
retirement, protect your standard of living 
and preserve your plans for retirement. 

• PROTECT YOUR ASSETS - This year nine 
million Americans will need long term care ser¬ 
vices at an average cost of nearly $55,750 per year2 

Do the assets you have set aside for your retire¬ 
ment include a provision for long term care? 

EIEC is proud to introduce a special offer 
• No physical examination • Up to 50% discount for spouse 
• Fully portable coverage • Co-op member discount 15% to age 64; 10% 

1 Health Insurance Association of America, 1995 discount at age 65 and older 
2 Long Term Care National Advisory Council, 2000 
Coverage provided by Policy Series MM-200-P underwritten by Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, MA. Benefits may vary by state. 

MassMuTual’s Long-Term Care Program 
Request for Appointment 

□ YES, I would like to schedule an appointment to learn about the EIEC endorsed MassMutual Long Term 
Care Program. 

Best time to contact me: Day of week Time of day  
Name 
Spouse 
Home Phone _ 
Home Address 
City  

Date of Birth 
Date of Birth 

Work Phone 

State Zip 

Additional Request 
□ Please contact me about my parent/parents 
□ Please contact me about another relative 

Please mail back to: Eastern Illini Benefits Group 
Attn: David Means 
EO. Box 1829 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
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ILLN 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

Below: Roger 
Huddleston 
(left) and Bob 
Dickey, discuss 
plans for the 
home. 

Above: The “ESP” Model Home, located on 
Prairieview Road, Mahomet, contains all of Eastern 
mini’s products and services. 

Attend “ESP” model home open house 
Roger Huddleston Homes 

Prairieview Road, Mahomet • August 25 — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Free sandwiches & beverages) 

Stop by Roger Huddleston Homes 
in Mahomet on August 25 and see 
the “ESP” (Energy Savings Plus) 
Model Home that features all of East¬ 
ern Illini’s products and services. “We 
are excited about our partnership 
with Eastern Illini and the “ESP” 
Model Home,” says Roger 
Huddleston, owner of Roger 
Huddleston Homes. “It is a win-win- 
win situation for Eastern Illini, Roger 
Huddleston Homes and future 
homeowners.” 

“With today’s increasing utility 

costs, the “ESP” Model Home is com¬ 
fortable, affordable, energy efficient 
and environmentally friendly,” adds 
Bob Dickey, Eastern Illini’s Manager 
of Marketing & Economic Develop¬ 
ment. “This home will allow our 
members to control their future util¬ 
ity costs.” The home has sprayed on 
cellulose insulation in the upper level 
and a geothermal system that heats, 
cools and provides domestic hot wa¬ 
ter. It also features El Schippert 
WaterCare’s water conditioning and 
filtration systems, DIRECTV El Long 

SEPTEMBER 2001 I 

Distance, El Surge Protection, Alert 
Security, and IlliCom Internet Ser¬ 
vices. Competitively priced insurance 
and financial services are also avail¬ 
able through the El Benefits Group. 

Commencing with the open house, 

you can talk to Eastern Illini repre¬ 
sentatives at the “ESP” Model Home 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays (1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m.) and on Saturdays (10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.). 

Visit the “ESP” Model Home on 
August 25 and see for yourself what 
an extraordinary home it is! 
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El EC President/CEO Dave Champion spends 
his free time with his head in the clouds 

You’ve seen them, giant orbs of 
bright colors gliding gently through 
the sky. You may have watched them 
high in the sky or floating just above 
a corn field. Perhaps you have yelled 
a greeting to the pilot as you waved 
from the ground. And you couldn’t 
help but wonder what it would be like 
to pilot such a beautiful object. The 
mechanics of how a hot air balloon 
stays afloat are an enigma to many of 
us, and perhaps this is why they ap¬ 
pear so magical. To one local man, 
this magic is now part of his life. Wm. 
David Champion, Jr., president/CEO 
of Eastern Illini Electric has joined the 
ranks of approximately 3,000 hot air 
balloon pilots in the United States. 
But how did he go from an interested 
observer to a pilot? 

Well. . . “It all started 
with the Touchstone En¬ 
ergy® balloon,” begins 
Champion. “I was able to 
take my first balloon ride 
with Cheri White, the award¬ 
winning pilot of the balloon.” 
And what a first ride it was, 
heating up Champion’s desire 
to pilot such a balloon himself. 
Only three months later, Cham- 
pion joined with Byron 
Denhart, general manager/chief 
operating officer of the Coop¬ 
erative Balloon Associates, to 
buy their own hot air balloon. 
The two purchased one named 
“Gorgeous Darlin’” and both men 
immediately fell in love with the 
gorgeous balloon. 

Anxious to learn to fly, Cham¬ 
pion studied for and passed all of his 
written exams, then packed his bags 

and flew via commercial airlines to a 
training school in Park City, Utah for 
two weeks. “It was an intense pilot 
training course,” Champion says. “I 
had the advantage of being able to 
train with one of the top balloon pi¬ 
lots in the world.” Spurred on by his 
enthusiasm to pilot his Darlin’ him¬ 
self, Champion took his private pilot 
license flight test only five days later. 

He joined an 
FFA official for the test ride and 
earned his license. But, Champion 
wasn’t satisfied with this; he wanted 
to know more about ballooning, so 
he decided to stay on and obtain his 
commercial pilot license. 

“A private license lets you take up 
passengers,” Champion explained. 
“But a commercial license enables you 
to take paid rides, fly corporate bal¬ 
loons and be an instructor. You are 
also required to control the balloon 
with greater precision.” He also had 

Above: Dave Champion, 
president/CEO of Eastern Illini 
is pictured in his favorite spot, 
the basket of his Gorgeous 
Darlin’ hot air balloon, shown 
at left. 

to learn much more about human 
behavior, the learning process, the 
teaching process, weather, and rules 
and regulations concerning flying 
near towers and controlled air spaces. 
The human behavior lessons were to 
make him a better instructor. After 
taking some classes and engaging in 
many hours of intense studying, 
Champion participated in a three- 
hour oral exam involving an exten¬ 
sive exploration of his ballooning and 
instructing knowledge. On his 14th day 
at the school, Champion took his 
commercial pilot test flight and 
passed. 

Once he learned all he could in 
Utah, Champion came home to his 
Darlin’ in Paxton to try her out. In 
fact, you may have seen Gorgeous 
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more,” he says. But ballooning can 
also be a sport and Champion says 
he enjoys participating in competi¬ 
tions as well. But what kind of com¬ 
petitions do hot air balloon pilots 
compete in? “A pilot flies over targets 
on the ground and attempts to hit 
them with a small bean bag,” Cham¬ 
pion explains. “It really is a sport and 
the competition gets very intense and 
exciting.” 

Most of the time when you see 
balloons floating graciously over your 
home, the pilots are just out to enjoy 
themselves and their surroundings, 
reveling in that magical feeling of bal¬ 
looning. If you see the Gorgeous 
Darlin’ passing over you, Champion 
encourages you to lift your hand and 
wave him on as well as yelling a greet¬ 
ing in his direction. 

The Gorgeous Darlin’ floats over the rural 
countryside. 

Darlin’ flying past your homes some 
morning or evening. “You must fly 
during daylight hours,” Champion 
explains, “the best time is just after 
sunrise and just before sunset be¬ 
cause there is more turbulence in the 
middle of the day.” Champion 
launches out of area towns including 
Champaign, Danville, St. Joseph and 
Paxton. He notes that one of the im¬ 
portant parts of flying hot air bal¬ 
loons is having a good chase team. 

Champion’s family is his chase 
team, which includes his wife Dij, 
daughters Teri and Becky, Teri’s 
fiancee Jeremy Jordan and Becky’s 
friend Scott Quinlan. “My whole fam¬ 
ily enjoys ballooning. They all have a 
role to play and we do it as a team.” 
A good chase team is needed because 
a hot air balloon floats where the wind 
takes it, at the speed of the wind. 
Champion notes that sometimes a 
pilot has some control over his direc¬ 
tion. “Sometimes different altitudes 
have winds traveling in different di¬ 
rections and you can choose your al¬ 
titude and alter your flight path,” 
Champion says. He usually keeps his 
balloon below 2,000 feet. The sky’s 
the limit as far as how high a balloon 
can fly, but Champion says anything 

above 12,500 feet re¬ 
quires oxygen. Even 
2,000 feet seems an 
incredible height to 
be in open air, and 
amazingly, Champion 
claims that many bal¬ 
loon pilots are afraid 
of heights. “Because 
the balloon travels at 
the speed of the wind you sense very 
little movement and you feel very se¬ 
cure.” 

But Champion doesn’t want to fly 
very high; he likes to keep the bal¬ 
loon near the ground to enjoy more 
of nature. He notes that if you are 
low enough to the ground you can 
hear dogs barking and even talk to 
people. Flying low to the ground, or 
contouring, also requires more con¬ 
trol and sharpens your piloting skills. 
Also, Champion loves sharing the ex¬ 
perience of hot air ballooning with 
others. “My interest in ballooning is 
to fly for enjoyment and to take pas¬ 
sengers up,” he says. Champion has 
also provided several demonstrations 
on ballooning. He recently visited an 
elementary school and a nursing 
home in El Paso. “Both visits were a 
lot of fun and I look forward to doing 
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A Youth Odyssey 

Eastern Mini sends 

Visit Eastern Mini’s web site at www.eiec.org 
The Board Meeting Report is more about the August 25 “ESP” tion or want to voice your opinion, 

located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at Model Home Open House. If you check out the El Help Desk. 
www.eiec.org. While there, learn have a question, need some informa- 

The Youth to Washington participants are pictured with 
Congressman Tim Johnson. From left are Eric LeSueur, Heather 
Wilson, chaperone, Shawn Simpson, Congressman Johnson 
Mike Wilson, chaperone from Eastern Mini Electric Cooperativ 
and Sarah Walczewski. 

three students to Washington 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

sent three students on the annual 
Youth to Washington tour During the 
week of June 15-22, participating stu¬ 
dents visited Washington D.C. to 
learn about their government. Eric 
LeSueur and Shawn Simpson of 
Champaign and Sarah Walczewski of 
St. Joseph represented Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative. 

John Freitag, vice president of op¬ 
erations at the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives and coordina¬ 
tor of the program, said, “The elec¬ 
tric cooperatives started this program 

in 1958 as a way to recognize young 
leaders, reward them and introduce 
them to their government in action. 
After 42 of these youth trips to Wash¬ 
ington, the goal of our program re¬ 
mains the same. We’re pleased to 
recognize some of rural Illinois’ best 
and brightest young people through 
this program.” 

Students were able to meet and 
converse with their local congressmen 
at a Capitol Hill luncheon. They also 
met Senator Dick Durbin on the 
steps of the U.S. Capitol. In addition, 
they visited Arlington National Cem¬ 

etery, the National Cathedral, the 
Supreme Court, the Smithsonian 
Museums, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, the Roosevelt and Lincoln 
Memorials, the Washington Monu¬ 
ment and a number of other historical 
sites. This event is sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives of 
Illinois. Fifty-four rural Illinois youth 
leaders were selected for the trip. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary value 
through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the under¬ 
served rural community. 
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Nominating committee to meet November 1 
Members of the 2002 Nominating 

Committee were invited to attend the 
August 28 Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative board of directors meeting 
to observe the board in action. The 11 
member board is charged with the tre¬ 
mendous responsibility of establish¬ 
ing policies, implementing rates and 
guiding the operation of a diverse and 
multi-million dollar corporation. 

The Nominating Committee will 
meet November 1,2001, to select can¬ 
didates for the Nominating Commit¬ 
tee election in Districts 1, 4, and 8 
that will be conducted by mail bal¬ 
loting during December. The com¬ 
mittee will also nominate candidates 
for director elections in Districts 2, 
3, 6 and the Southern At Large Dis¬ 
trict that will be elected at the March 
16, 2002, annual meeting in Paxton. 
Directors presently serving in those 
districts are William E Raber of 
Saybrook, District 2; Donald Reitz 
of Gilman, District 3; Marion 
Chesnut of Rossville, District 6; and 
Laverl Byers of Tuscola, Southern At 
Large District. If nominated, incum¬ 
bent directors Raber, Reitz and 
Chesnut will seek re-election. Direc¬ 
tor Byers will not seek re-election. 

The Nominating Committee pro¬ 
cess is conducted in accordance with 
the following provision of the 
Cooperative’s bylaws, Article III, 
Section 3.6: Nominations: 

“Candidates for the board of 
directors shall be nominated by a 
Nominating Committee, elected by 
the members as hereinbefore provided 
in Section 3.5, Nominating Commit' 
tee, and, in addition hereto, other can' 
didates for the Board of Directors may 
be nominated by petition signed by 
not less than twenty'five (25) mem' 
bers and filed with Secretary of the 
Cooperative not less than forty'five 
(45) days prior to the annual meeting 
of members. Nominations from the 
floor shall not be permitted. The 
Nominating Committee shall prepare 
and post at the principal office of the 
Cooperative at least thirty (30) days 
before the Annual Meeting a list of 
nominations for directors and the Sec¬ 
retary shall post, at the same time and 
place, the names of candidates duly 
nominated by petition. 

“A specimen ballot marked Ballot 
for Directors’ containing the names 
and addresses of all nominees listed 
in the order determined by lot com 

ducted by the Board of Directors of 
the Cooperative shall be printed in or 
mailed with the notice of the meet' 
ing. The Secretary shall also have 
printed in or mailed with the said 
notice of the meeting or separately not 
less than ten (10) days prior to said 
annual meeting, a statement of the 
number of directors to be elected and 
the district from which they are to be 
elected and showing separately the 
nominations made by the Nominat' 
ing Committee and the nominations 
made by petition. The members may, 
at any meeting at which a director 
shall be removed, as herein provided, 
elect his or her successor without com' 
pliance with the foregoing provisions 
with respect to nominations. Notwith' 
standing anything contained in this 
Section, failure to comply with any of 
the provisions of this Section shall not 
affect, in any manner whatsoever, the 
validity of any election of directors or 

any action taken by the Board ofDh 
rectors after the election of directors. ” 

If you are interested in serving on 
the Nominating Committee or being 
a director, please contact one of the 
following Nominating Committee 
members: 

Nominating Committee 
Dist. 1 - Wayne E Apperson, 699 County Road 3600N, Foosland, IL 61845 
Dist. 2 - Terry Bose, R. R. 1, Box 24, Anchor, IL 61720 
Dist. 3 - Lavon C. Blasey, R. R. 2, Box 109, Clifton, IL 60927 
Dist. 4 - Michael Caise, 2448 E 2900N Rd., Beaverville, IL 60912 
Dist. 5 - John Wilkening, 800 N 1448E Rd., Cissna Park, IL 60924 
Dist. 6 - James Weston, 17970 Attica Rd., Rossville, IL 60963 
Dist. 7 - Duane Schluter, 2536 County Road 3100N, Penfield, IL 61862 
Dist. 8 - David Schmidt, 1496 E 600N Rd., Ivesdale, IL 61851 
Dist. 9 - Richard L. Davis, 158 County Road 2000E, Longview, IL 61852 
Southern Dist. At Large - Carl Bialeschki, 939 County Road 400N, Tblono, IL 61880 
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Old apartment complex gets 
new lease on life 

STTiis' 

MSSHK 

Cherry Orchard Village includes 44 apartments. 

Whitty WhiteseU of Champaign 

decided to renovate the apartment 

complex Green Acres in 1999. Al¬ 

though the song says that “Green 

Acres is the place to be” that 

wasn’t the case with these apart¬ 

ments. The buildings had suffered 

from the ravages of a long series 

of indifferent tenants, prairie 

winds and the declining interest of 

previous owners. 

But Whitesell had a big inter¬ 

est in the place. “We decided to 

buy the complex and rebuild it,” 

Whitesell says, “partly because we 

perceived a need for low cost housing 

in this area, and partly because the 

buildings were structurally sound, 

if not in the greatest shape.” And 

so Whitesell began the extensive 

refurbishing. When he first began 

his project he says, “the apart- 

Whitty Whitesell, owner of 
Cherry Orchard Village. 

Owner, Whitty Whitesell (right) discusses the refurbishing 
of Cherry Orchard Village with (left to right) Gary Van Gorden, 
Key Accounts Representative; Jeannie Kingston, Manager 
of Administrative Services; and Wm. David Champion, Jr., 
President/CEO. 

ments were severely stressed and 

had a lot of deferred maintenance. 

One building in particular had ex¬ 

perienced water damage and had 

to be gutted.” 

The plan was to redo a few 

apartments at a time and rent them 

out to provide some income. The 

money from those units could then 

be used to do the necessary work 

on the others. The project is well 

underway now and Whitesell says, 

“At this point, we only have a little 

interior cosmetic work in some 

apartments and then we will turn 

our attention again to beautifying 

the outside with flowers and pos¬ 

sibly park furniture and grills.” 

The finished apartments provide 

nice homes for University of Illi¬ 

nois students and graduate stu- 
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apartment complex. 

dents, as well as for families who work 

in Rantoul. “This broad appeal has 

created a very diverse and interest¬ 

ing community,” says Whitesell. 

The complex contains 44 apart¬ 

ments, the majority of which are one 

and two bedroom, but a couple of 

three and four bedroom places are 

intermixed. New tenants will be 

greeted by the glisten of fresh paint, 

new trim, and caulked and weather 

stripped doors and windows that help 

keep out the prairie winds. The build¬ 
ing that had to be gutted now has 

new hardwood floors, linoleum, 

kitchen counters, cabinets and sinks, 

and new bathroom fixtures. Thanks 

to Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 

the residents can even hook up to 

DIRECTV 

And with a whole new look 

comes a whole new name, the once 

Green Acres has become the Cherry 

Orchard Village. And Whitesell has 

planted 85 cherry trees on the eight 

acres that make up the village. “As 

the years pass, these trees will con¬ 

tinue to provide beauty and fruit and 

will help people to more easily re¬ 

member the name of the apartment 

complex,” says Whitesell. 

“The past two years have been 

quite a struggle, but I feel that we are 

now really reaching our potential. I 

anticipate even greater changes over 

the next two years and intend to make 

sure that what was once known as 

Green Acres is a faded memory as 

Cherry Orchard Village becomes 

a place which pleases our residents 

and the surrounding community.” 

Cherry Orchard Village is just 

south of Rantoul, on the comer of 

Highway 45 and country road 

2700N, about 1/4 mile east of Inter¬ 

state 57. Rantoul is planning a new 

Interstate exit off of 57 that will exit 

to County Road 2700N. The apart¬ 

ments will then be in an even more 

strategic location. Whitesell is hop¬ 

ing a new business will want to build 

on the comer of his lot, which is up 

for sale or lease. 

Whitesell has done a great job of 

transforming the once not-so-fine 

apartment complex named Green 

Acres into Cherry Orchard Village, a 

place that provides homes for stu¬ 

dents and families who might have 

otherwise had to find less-desirable 

housing elsewhere. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality 
of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Visit Eastern mini’s web site at www.eiec.org 

The Board Meeting Report is 
located on Eastern lllini’s Web site 
at www.eiec.org. From our web site, 

you can use Online Meter Reading. 
Just enter your meter reading and 
send it to us electronically. Don’t for- 
get to check out Eastern lllini’s Loan 
Program that will provide financing 

for geothermal systems, electric air 
source heat pumps, air source heat 
pumps with gas backup, standby gen¬ 
erators, service upgrades and El 
Schippert WaterCare products. 

The cooperative difference ... 
people working together to find solutions 

Finding the best solution by 
working together-that’s what coop¬ 
eratives are all about. 

Member-owned and democrati¬ 
cally controlled enterprises, coop¬ 
eratives belong to the people who 
use them — people who have orga¬ 
nized to provide themselves with the 
goods and services they need when 
those needs are not being met by 
other types of businesses. 

All across America, 120 million 
people are finding solutions to com¬ 

munity needs through their coopera¬ 
tives. This means cost-savings, less 
risk and more choices for America’s 
consumers and producers. And 

COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 

more choices mean more innovation 
in the marketplace and more acces¬ 
sible products and services. Today, 
more than 48,000 cooperatives ex¬ 
ist for farming, banking, housing, 
childcare, healthcare, electric and 
telephone service, food retailing and 
other goods and services. 

People trust their cooperatives to 
help them find solutions. Support 
your local cooperatives. 

For more information about co¬ 
operatives, visit www.ncba.org. 

Did you know your chance of needing long term care is 1 in 2?1 Are you thinking about the long term 
care needs of you and your family? 

• PRESERVE YOUR LIFESTYLE - Long term 
care insurance can help you enjoy your retire¬ 
ment, protect your standard of living and pre¬ 
serve your plans for retirement. 

• PROTECT YOUR ASSETS - This year nine mil¬ 
lion Americans will need long term care services at 
an average cost of nearly $55,750 per year2 Do the 
assets you have set aside for your retirement include 
a provision for long term care? 

EIEC is proud to introduce a special offer 
• No physical examination • Up to 50% discount for spouse 
• Fully portable coverage • Co-op member discount 15% to age 64; 

, . /■. 10% discount at age 65 and older 1 Health Insurance Association or America, 1995 
2 Long Term Care National Advisory Council, 2000 
Coverage provided by Policy Series MM-200-P underwritten by Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, MA. Benefits may vary by state. 

MassMutual’s Long-Term Care Program 
Request for Appointment □ YES, I would like to schedule an appointment to learn about the EIEC endorsed MassMutual Long 

Term Care Program. 
Best time to contact me: Day of week Time of day  
Name   Date of Birth     
Spouse   Date of Birth 
Home Phone _ 
Home Address 
City  

Work Phone 

State Zip 

Additional Request 
□ Please contact me about my parent/parents 
□ Please contact me about another relative 

Please mail back to: Eastern Dlini Benefits Group 
Attn: David Means 
BO. Box 1829 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
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Benefits Administrator Stacy Connor (L) and Administrative Assistant Glenda Frette (R) presented a $1,980 check 
to Scott Vogel (C), director of public support for the American Red Cross on September 25. 

Employees, directors & the cooperative 
donate to the American Red Cross 

American Red Cross to aid the 
victims and assist in the recov¬ 
ery efforts. 

In keeping with our commit¬ 
ment to community, the coopera¬ 
tive matched the contributions. 

All across America, Touch¬ 
stone Energy Cooperatives are 
reaching out to contribute to 
charitable organizations to as¬ 
sist with the aftermath that fol¬ 
lowed the catastrophic tragedy. 

The hearts of Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative’s employ¬ 
ees and directors go out to ev¬ 
eryone touched by the 
September 11 horrific attacks on 
America. Our employees and 
directors donated $990 to the 
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Personalized Water: A Sparkling Success 
Water. It is essential for hu' 

man, plant and animal life. When 
we get thirsty, nothing else will 
quench our thirst like an ice-cold 
bottle of water. Over the last 10 
years, bottled water production 
has increased 200 percent. More 
than 900 brands of bottled water 
are on the market today. Bottled 
water sales in the U.S. in 1999 
totaled $5.2 billion, while world¬ 
wide sales totaled $22 billion. 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
saw a need in the market and 
opened El Bottled Water, an in¬ 
dependent subsidiary corporation. 
In March 2001, El Bottled Water 
started delivering private labeled 
bottled water. 

El Bottled Water is shipped to 
central Illinois, Wisconsin, Indi¬ 
ana, Kansas and even as far away 
as North Carolina. Dave Lithgow, 
El Bottled Water manager said, “It 
is not our intention to be a com¬ 
petitor to the big brand names, but 
to fill a niche in customized mar¬ 
kets.” El Bottled Water can often 
be seen at business expos and con¬ 
ventions, weddings, birthday par¬ 
ties and high school football games 
with the customer’s name im¬ 
printed on the label. Bottled wa¬ 
ter will fit in just about anywhere. 
“El Bottled Water is priced right 
for school fundraisers or promo¬ 
tional purposes. Nothing is out of 
the realm of possibility and our 
customers really enjoy getting 
their customized label circulated 
to their customers.” Lithgow said. 

El Bottled Water is dedicated 
to providing the best water pos¬ 
sible. The water bottling plant, 
located in Paxton, manufactures 
the bottles and bottles the water 
on site. A preformed plastic shape 

Wm. David Champion Jr., president/CEO of the cooperative 
speaks about the water filtration system with David Lithgow, 
manager of El Bottled Water. 

is put through a series of coils that 
range in temperatures up to 320 
degrees. Six different temperatures 
are set to get the variations in the 
bottle. After the preform is 
heated, air is blown inside the 
form to expand the bottle into its 
finished shape. El Bottled Water 

is currently making 
300 bottles an hour. 

Water is treated 
in stages of water 
softening, reverse 
osmosis and ozo- 
nization to sterilize, 
purify and condi¬ 
tion the water. The 
bottles are filled 
with the purified 
water, capped and 
affixed with labels. 
The bottles are then 
spun to tighten the 
caps and fully apply 
the labels. 

The bottled water industry has 
strict guidelines to follow. El 
Bottled Water passed State of Illi¬ 
nois public health inspections and 
national laboratory testing. They 
comply with FDA quality stan¬ 
dards by doing weekly in-house 
quality control testing. 
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The .5 liter bottles are filled 
with water and sold in cases of 
24. El Bottled Water’s wholesale 
pricing is competitive with any¬ 
one in the market and in fact, 
finding others in the wholesale 
market is difficult. “We have no 
fear of the product peaking. We 
are not limited by territorial 
boundaries,” Lithgow said. El 
Bottled Water will soon launch 
five-gallon bottles for breakrooms 
and office coolers, homes and 
other places where a quality sup¬ 
ply of drinking water is desired. 

“Even kids are drinking more 
water. If you’re running, walking 
or jogging, you can grab a bottle 
and have great tasting water. 
People see the labels and see it is 
bottled by El Bottled Water and 
the marketing process begins,” 

Bob Piechaczek, quality control operator, 
blows air into plastic cylinders to make 
the bottles into the desired form. 

said Wm. David Champion, Jr., president/CEO of East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative, “You can’t beat word of 
mouth advertising.” 

“El Bottled Water follows the seven principles of 
the co-op and has a sense of commitment to the com¬ 
munity” said President/CEO Champion, “Subsidiaries 
are operated as separate entities from the co-op but do 
provide growth in revenue for the parent organization, 
the co-op.” 

El Bottled Water is located at the cooperative head¬ 
quarters in Paxton. For more information, call (800) 824- 
5102 or visit their Web site at www.eibottledwater.com. 

The Board Meeting Report is located on Eastern Illini’s Web site at www.eiec.org. While at our 
Web site, learn more about the “ESP” Model Home, El Home Surge Protection, Security Light 

Rentals, llliCom Web Site services and much more. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 
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S LDOSlEC Memorial Scholarships 
to be awarded to four high school seniors 

Official rules 
♦ Four $1,000 scholarships 

will be awarded each 
year. 

♦ Three scholar¬ 

ships per year will 

be awarded to stu¬ 

dents who are the sons 
or daughters of Illinois 

electric cooperative members 

who are currently receiving 

service from the cooperative 

at the time the scholarship 

applications are submitted. 

♦ One scholarship a year will be 

awarded to a student who is 

the son or daughter of an Illi¬ 

nois electric cooperative em¬ 

ployee or director. 
♦ A scholarship applicant is eli¬ 

gible for consideration in only 

one of the two above cat¬ 

egories, and is eligible 

to apply through 
only one electric 

cooperative. 

♦ The applicant 

must be a high school 
lior. 

♦ Scholarships may be used 

for educational costs at any 

two-year or four-year accred¬ 

ited college or university in Il¬ 

linois, including vocation/ 
technical schools. 

♦ Scholarship winners will be 

expected to be “full time” stu¬ 

dents (at least 12 hours). 

♦ Scholarships are for one year 
and are not renewable. 

♦ Scholarships will be awarded 

based on grade point average, 
college entrance test scores, 
work and volunteer experi¬ 

ence, participation in school 

and community activities, bio¬ 

graphical statement and 

knowledge of electric coop¬ 
eratives as demonstrated by a 

short essay. 

♦ Deadline for receipt of com¬ 

pleted applications and sub¬ 
missions is TANUARY 1. 
2002. 

♦ Scholarship winners will be 

notified by May 1, 2002. 

Contact Jeannie Kingston at 
(800) 824-5102 or (217) 379-2131 
for more information. 

To America's 
heroes: 

thank you. 

Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives 

The power of human connections 
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Visit the ESP Model Home 
Roger Huddleston Homes 

Prairieview Road, Mahomet 

Stop by the ESP (Energy Savings 
Plus) Model Home at Roger 
Huddleston Homes on Prairieview 
Road in Mahomet and see the latest 
in satellite technology for high-speed 
Internet and home entertainment. 
Also check out the wireless security 
system and whole house surge pro¬ 
tection package. An Eastern Illini 
representative will be on site every 
Thursday (except holidays) from 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Above: The Eastern Illini marketing 
department positions the disk for 
high-speed Internet access. Right: 
Marketing employees also install the 
sign outside the ESP Model Home. 
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Jerry starts the figures by making 
the wooden frame for the doll, and 
then attaching wire armature for 
poseable arms and feet. Jayne sculpts 
and creates porcelain faces and 
hands that look incredibly lifelike. 
The faces are first created with poly- 
mer clay. She uses women’s makeup 
to paint the faces before they are 
baked. They may use some pre¬ 
formed faces, but Jayne definitely 
prefers creating her own hand- 
sculpted faces. Jayne said, “Tm still 
learning about sculpting.” Looking 
at the faces that Jayne creates, you 
would never believe that she has 
only been sculpting for two years. 

Each Santa doll is individually 
created around a specific theme. 
Every detail is checked to make sure 
that a story is being told with each 
Santa figure. “I’m a detail person,” 
Jayne explains. They use only real 
fur and leather along with wool, vel¬ 
vet, homespun fabric and antique or 
recycled fabric. Each Santa wears 
real leather or fur boots. Jayne 
spends a lot of time looking for the 
right accessories to match the theme 
of the Santa figure. Some Santas 
come with animals such as horses, 
dogs, rams, bears or teddy bears to 
complete their theme. 

'^l^ave you ever wondered 
what Santa does in his off 

time? Santa doesn’t stay 
at the North Pole all 

year long. He goes 
to the mountains, 

canoes or even 
rides off into 
the sunset as a 
cowboy. Can 
you imagine 
Santa in an¬ 
other unique 
setting? Come 
and visit Jayne 
and Jerry 
Frerichs’ 

Santa’s Cause in 
Milford. You can 

find handmade Santas 
in creative settings or have 

one custom-made just for you. 
Jayne and Jerry Frerichs have al¬ 

ways been interested in crafts. At 
first, it was something fun to do in 
their spare time. While working in 
a floral and gift store, Jayne made 
and sold one Santa doll and an idea 
for a new business was born. 

For the past five years, the Frerichs 
have been designing and making Santa 
dolls. Each Santa is made by hand with 
special attention to the little details. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 2001 16b 



Wm. David Champion Jr., president/CEO of Eastern lllini 
Electric stands next to Jayne Frerichs, a “cowboy” Santa 
and Jerry Frerichs. 

The themes for the Santa dolls 
range from a cook, farmer, cowboy 
or canoeist to mountain man. Santa, 
the mountainman, is ready for the 
harsh winter weather dressed in his 
warm fur hat and coat. He has his 
sturdy boots and walking poles to 
help him navigate through the deep 
snow in the mountains. He comes 
complete with a backpack and cook¬ 
ing utensils. Santa, the canoeist, has 
everything in his canoe that he could 
possibly need. He has a pine tree 
ready to decorate for Christmas when 
he finally makes it to camp. He has a 
birdhouse with him to feed the birds 
who will stay over for the winter. 

Jayne is meticulous about each 
Santa doll. She will keep working on 
it until she gets it just right. Jerry 
agreed, “If Jayne doesn’t like a Santa, 
she will keep at it and finally take it to 
a show. It’ll be the first one that sells.” 

The Frerichs have seven or eight 
shows a year at festivals as close as 
Champaign and as far away as Des 
Moines, Chicago and Minneapolis. 
After winning their first blue ribbon 

for their booth 
display at their 
very first show, 
they are con¬ 
tinuing to 
win blue rib¬ 
bons. They 
also help out 
their com- 
m u n i t y i 
by donating 
one Santa 
to Milford 
Library each 
year for auction. 

Santa’s 
Cause is located 
at 1837 E. 1000 : 
Road in Milford. Tele¬ 
phone (815) 889-5227. 

They will be open 10 a. 
till 5 p.m. on weekends 
Thanksgiving, thei 
after that. “People 
free to call. If we’re home, 
we’re open,” Jayne said. 
Visit them on the Internet 
www.Santascause.com. 

m 
until 

feel 
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Visit 
Eastern 

mini’s Web 
Site at 

wwweieoorg 

The Board Meeting Report is lo¬ 

cated on Eastern Dlini’s Web site 

at www.eiec.org. Check out our 

newest product, “personalized 

bottled water,” that is available 

through El Bottled Water. You will 

also find information on the $1,000 

IEC Memorial Scholarships, Just 

For Kids and much more. 
r/he holiday season has arrived and 
inhere are a few tips to help keep 

this holiday season a safe one. 

to keep you safe 

Check all electric cords for any 
fraying or shorts. Replace any miss¬ 
ing lights in your decorations or 
strings of lights. Keep live Christ¬ 
mas trees, wreaths and garlands 
away from space heaters, candles 
and fireplaces. Keep burning candles 
away from where they could be 
knocked over. Be sure to turn deco¬ 
rative lights off before you leave your 
home or reti-re for the evening. If 
you don’t already have a fire extin¬ 
guisher, get one, and be sure every¬ 
one in the house knows where it is 
and how to operate it. And last, but 
not least, pick days each year to 
change the batteries in your smoke 
detectors and test them monthly to 
make sure they’re working. 

During every holiday season, thou¬ 
sands of deadly home fires are caused 
by one of these factors. Make sure this 
season is safe for you and your family. 

Effective immediately 

All long distance calls 
within Illinois 

only 4.9 cents per minute 
with El long distance! 

Call Eastern Illini for details 

(800) 824-5102 
and ask for marketing 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of 
life in the under-served rural community. 
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