
Winter weather terms 
one more time. 

We’ve all heard these definitions 
many times, but it doesn’t hurt to 
go through them one more time. 
Remembering “weatherspeak” can 
help keep you safe and warm this 
winter. 

“Frost/freeze warning” — Be¬ 
low freezing temperatures are ex¬ 
pected which may cause damage 
to plants, crops or fruit trees. 

“Winter weather advisory” — 
Winter weather conditions are ex¬ 
pected which could cause signifi- 

January is a time of new begin¬ 
nings. Almost everyone has a New 
Year’s resolution tucked away in 
the back of his or her mind. Here 
are some wise words from Thomas 
Jefferson to think about. 

• Never put off to tomorrow what 
you can do today. 

• Never trouble another with 
what you can do yourself. 

• Never spend your money 
before you have it. 

• Never buy a thing you do not 
want because it is cheap; it will 
be dear [expensive] to you. 

cant inconvenience and may be 
hazardous, especially to motorists. 

“Winter storm watch” — This 
tells you to be alert because a 
storm is likely. 

“Winter storm warning” — 
Take action! A storm is in or will 
soon be entering the area. 

“Blizzard warning” — Snow 
and strong winds combined will 
produce blinding snow, near zero 
visibility, deep drifts, and life- 
threatening wind chill. Seek refuge 
immediately. (6830-52) 

• Take care of your cents. 
Dollars will take care of them¬ 
selves. 

• Pride costs more than hunger, 
thirst, or cold. 

• We never repent of eating too 
little. 

• Nothing is troublesome that 
one does willingly. 

• Take things always by the 
smooth handle. 

• When angry, count to 10 
before you speak; if very 
angry, count to 100. 

Post-holiday 
safety tips 
for your 

home 
You made it safely through 

the holiday without any prob¬ 
lems — no tipped over Christ¬ 
mas tree, no blown fuses from 
too many holiday lights, and 
the dog didn’t eat too much 
gift wrapping this year. How¬ 
ever, the post-holiday period is 
no time to relax, safety-wise, 
especially if you have children. 

The National Electrical Safety 
Foundation suggests these tips 
for the New Year: 

When storing holiday lights, 
separate outdoor from indoor 
and label accordingly. Discard 
broken or faulty lights. 

Store decorations away from 
children, pets, and water. 

Make sure all electrical 
lights, toys and appliances 
bear the seal of a nationally 
recognized certification agency, 
such as Underwriters Laborato¬ 
ries (UL). 

Don’t allow your children to 
use electrical toys near water, 
and make sure they know that 
water and electricity never mix. 
Electrical toys can become a 
shock hazard if they are mis¬ 
used. 

Send warranty and product 
registration forms to manufac¬ 
turers so that they can notify 
you promptly in case of a re¬ 
call. 

Post-holiday sales are great 
for purchasing fire extinguishers 
and smoke detectors. (5818-64) 

Please.... When you send payment or leave 
money in our drop box, please make 
sure we know whose account the pay¬ 

ment goes toward. If you are paying with cash, this is especially im¬ 
portant. Be sure to include your bill stub with your account number 
on it or write the account number on the memo of your check line or 
on a piece of paper. 

Safety Fair.  
Board notes 

16b-c 
... 16d 

We Get Our Power From You 

Thomas Jefferson's 
Canons of Conduct 
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1999 Safety Fair a success 
For the fifth consecutive year, WIEC held its Safety 

Fair open to all 5th graders in our service territory. 
This year six schools came to hear our message which 
was Living Smart, Keeping Safe and Having Fun. 

Over 300 kids went through seven different stations 
such as Poison Awareness, Natural Gas Safety, and 
Boating Safety. They also toured a Smoke House, 
watched a movie about railroad safety, and saw WIEC 

linemen demonstrate their safety equipment. The kids 
observed a Live Line Demonstration and listened to a 
magician whose message was to say no to drugs. 
Teachers wrote us that they felt it was a very worth¬ 
while field trip packed with beneficial information. 

We feel that if one child remembers something they 
learned from the Safety Fair when faced with an emer¬ 
gency, then the day is a success. (9517-61) 

Kyle Finley of Live Line Demo, Inc. talks to kids about how 
to be safe around electricity. He reminded them not to fly 
kites or climb trees around power lines 

Poison safety was also discussed. Common household items, 
such as bleach, paint, medications and anti-freeze, are poi¬ 
sonous. Brandi Murphy of Warsaw elementary told us "thank 
you for everything, especially the poisons around the house 
because my step-mom babysits and she might have a baby." 

Laurie Green of Farm Resource Center discusses with the 
kids stress management. She told the kids of healthy ways 
of handling stress, which included playing children's games 
such as Duck-Duck-Goose. 

The 5th graders watched Scott Carle, WIEC lineman, don 
his safety gear. This gear weighs almost 50 lbs. However, it 
is worth its weight in gold because it keeps the linemen 
safe when working with electricity. 

Department of Conservation Officer Mike Schell issued a 
challenge to the kids. If they could keep their hand in a 
bucket of ice water for 2 minutes, they could keep the dime 
that was at the bottom of the bucket. Many kids tried, but 
none were successful. This drove home the point to the 
kids how our bodies are not made to withstand these cold 
temperatures and falling through the ice is life threatening. 
Therefore, no one should go out onto the ice alone. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 2000 



Sly Fox Foods Briscoe and Jeannie Menke, 
for ordering the food and cooking the hot dogs. Glen Gleason and Jay Morrison 

RLDS Church for helping serve the meal. 
Carthage, IL 
For graciously allowing us to use their building 
every year. 

The Safety Fair is a lot of work and every employee of WIEC contributed to make it a success — 
whether by manning the phones at the office during the Fair, serving hot dogs, taking pictures, answer¬ 
ing questions, setting up chairs or cleaning up afterward. It was a group effort. The members of Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, should be proud of the hard work and dedication shown by the employees. 

JANUARY 2000 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Right photo: Chris Egelston, magician, was back again this year 
entertaining the kids while also reminding them to R.E.A.C.H. for 
Success — drug free. 

Lunch consisted of hot dogs, chips, orange drink, and a 
snack. The hot dog assembly line here consisted of: L-R 
Jeannie Menke; Briscoe Menke, WIEC director; Glen Gleason; 
Donna Cramer, WIEC employee; and Jay Morrison, WIEC 
director. Also helping serve the lunch was Ginny Hurwitz, 
WIEC employee. 

5pr- 

Top photo: Lunch time was a big hit with the kids. The plate for 
their lunch was a Frisbee compliments of WIEC. 

Dwam Luben of NICOR showed a video that explained what 
natural gas is and how to be safe around it. Mr. Luben also 
explained what the different colors represent when under¬ 
ground utilities are marked. Justin Wayson of Warsaw writes, 
"I enjoyed the video, I didn't know everything was differ¬ 
ent colors." 



Summary of Board Meeting 
October 

Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Robert Gronewold — 
Secretary/ Treasurer, 
Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst. 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke, Rampley, 
Morrison, Newton and Gronewold. 
Also present: Dion, Hurwitz & 
Hartzell. 

September, 1999 had a margin 
of $59,762.00; total margins for the 
year through September 30,1999 
were $224,294.00; net TIER for the 
year to date was 2.01. 

The Coop, is not going to 
sponsor a Youth to Washington 
this next year. 

The Member Appreciation Day 
was very well attended with 118 
persons signing up. 

A resolution was adopted 
increasing the maximum debt limit 
from $15,000,000 to $20,000,000, 
and approved the CFG mortgages 
for the RUS prepayment and 
Power Vision loan. Authorization 
was given that the president, vice 
president and secretary-treasurer 
execute the documents required. 

The amber colored lights are the 
sodium lights. This type of light is 
currently installed by WIEC either 
for rent or for purchase. WIEC sells 
the light for $68. They are also 
available to rent for $6.50 per 
month which the coop maintains 
the security light and furnishes the 
electricity. There is also a $2 rental 
and the coop maintains the light; 
however, the member pays for the 
electricity. WIEC will hang the light 
(either purchase or rental) for free 
as long as the light is on Coop. 

28, 1999 
Motion was approved to hold 

the 2000 Annual Meeting of 
Members on June 22, 2000. 

Motion was made and carried 
that the report of the Labor 
Relations committee be approved 
and salaries set forth therein shall 
become effective as of November 
1,1999. The manager’s salary was 
also approved to become effective 
November 1,1999. 

Motion was made and carried 
to amend the director per diem for 
board meetings, the nominating 
committee per diem and the AIEC 
board meetings. 

The board approved an ERG 
loan for Aron and Karmen 
Metternich to install a ground 
source heat pump. 

(Approved minutes are 
available from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

lines. If you choose, you may pur¬ 
chase a security light elsewhere 
and we will hang it for free as long 
as there is electricity to the loca¬ 
tion where you would like to have 
the light hung. 

The white lights are the old mer¬ 
cury vapor lights. WIEC no longer 
installs this type of light because 
the sodium lights are more energy 
efficient. The sodium light averages 
50 kWh per month while the mer¬ 
cury vapor averages 80-100 kWh 
per month. (8614-3-1) 

i Welcome new members 
Barns, Philip T & Kimberley, Nauvoo 
Burton, Larry, Plymouth 
Coyle, Robert W., Hamilton 
Hummel, Joseph, Nauvoo 
Johnson, Gregory Jay & Ruby A, 

Dallas City 
Krueger, Steve & Laurie, Hamilton 
McBride, Chris, Carthage 

Olena Baptist Church, Galesburg 
Schar, Jon & Lorrie, Stronghurst 
Stoneking, Michael W & Robin R, 

Nauvoo 
Trotter, James K, Adair 
Ysseldyke, Dan N & Barbara J, 

Gladstone 

FAQ 
What’s the difference between the white security lights 

and the amber security lights that are around? 
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Ginny Hurwitz retires 
after 25 years of service 

On May 28th, 1974, a new 
employee started work at 
WIEC. Her work included typ¬ 
ing letters for all office person¬ 
nel, recording all inventory 
purchases and sales on inven¬ 
tory cards and handling all the 
insurance for the Coop as well 
as the employees. Over the 
years, she also became our 
caterer, bringing cookies, 
cakes, pies, and many other 
delicious goodies to all WIEC 
meetings. For 25 years, Ginny 
Hurwitz handled her duties ac¬ 
curately and cheerfully. 

During this time, a lot of 
changes occurred at WIEC. 
Ginny says that the introduc¬ 

tion of computers changed 
her job tremendously. Copies 
of letters no longer have to be 
made with carbons. A click of 
a mouse button will give all the 
copies needed of a document. 
Inventory cards are no longer 
needed as the inventory count 
is kept on files in the computer. 

Effective Jan. 1, 2000, Ginny 
handed her duties to others 
and retired. She hopes to 
spend more time with her fam¬ 
ily. She also loves to cook (and 
is very good at it!) and putter in 
her garden. Her biggest dream 
for retirement is just to stay 
home. The employees and di¬ 
rectors at WIEC wish the best 

Ginny Hurwitz , administrative assistant 
for WIEC for the past 25 years, 
announced her retirement effective 
Jan. 1, 2000. 

for Ginny in her new life and 
hope her dreams come true. 
(6835-62) 

My mother recently went on oxygen to help her breathe. 
Do I need to let WIEC, her electric company, know? 

A 
Yes, Yes, Yes 

WIEC needs to know any time a 
member, or one of their family, is us¬ 
ing medical equipment that depends 
on electricity to operate. This applies 
to oxygen tanks, apnea monitors or 
any other of the number of medical 
marvels your physician may pre¬ 
scribe. 

Just call our office and ask to be 
put on the prearranged outage list. 

Then, we will 
call you and 
let you know 
ahead of 

time when the electricity will be 
out for a planned maintenance. 
That way, you’ll know ahead of 
time when the electricity will be 

out and for how long. 
For unplanned outages due to weather or 

other acts of Mother Nature, we make every 
effort to get your power restored as quickly 
as possible. We understand that electricity is 
not just a convenience, it’s a necessity. 

We also ask that when the medical equip¬ 
ment is no longer needed, please call our of¬ 
fice and have your name removed from the 
prearranged outage list. (557-10) 

Inside 
■ Board notes. Meter running too fast?...         16b-c 
■ President's Puzzle           I6d 

We Get Our Power From You 
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Use that cell phone 
You probably heard by 

now that if a power line falls 
on the car you’re in, you. 
should stay put until the res¬ 
cue and utility workers ar¬ 
rive. (It is also very important 
that others do not touch the 
car as they may receive an 
electrical shock.) But how 
can you get help if you’re 
alone and there’s no one 
around to call for assis¬ 
tance? You’ll be glad to 
know that it’s safe to use a 
cellular phone to call for 
help in such situations. 
Don’t hesitate! According to 
the Hancock and 
Henderson County Sheriff’s 
Department, you can call 
911 and get help. 

Your call will travel to the 
nearest cell tower and that 
tower decides which emer¬ 
gency office is closest and 
transfers your call there. You 
may be talking to a dis¬ 
patcher outside of your lo¬ 

cal area, maybe even in an¬ 
other state. Once the dis¬ 
patcher answers, they 
should take your information 
and contact the authorities 
closest to you. Usually, when 
calling 911 from a cell phone 
in Hancock County, the State 
Police District 14 office in 
Macomb will answer your 
call. For a 911 call from 
Henderson County, a call will 
likely go to the Warren 
County Dispatcher. Accord¬ 
ing to Henderson County 
Sheriff, Mark Lumbeck, a call 
directly to their sheriff’s office 
will also work. Their tele¬ 
phone number is (309) 867- 
4127. 

No matter who answers 
your call, be prepared to give 
the following information: 

• Your name 
• Your location 
Example: about a mile 

north of the Bentley Blacktop 
on County Rd 2350 

• The nature of your 
problem 

Example: The ice brought 
down the power lines on my 
car. 

• Your cell phone number- 
in case the dispatcher 
needs to call you back. 

The important thing to re¬ 
member is to stay in your ve¬ 
hicle until help arrives. 

Source: • Boston Edison 
Company 

• Hancock County 
Sheriff’s Office 

• Henderson County 
Sheriff’s Office 

Summary of 
board meeting — 

Nov. 30, 1999 

Shed some 
light on the 
subject of 

energy 
efficiency 

Here’s a surprising fact: 
one 100-watt bulb gives off 
50 percent more light for 
the same energy than four 
25-watt light bulbs. If you 
need more light in an area, 
try using one higher-watt¬ 
age bulb rather than sev¬ 
eral smaller lights. 

To get even more light 
for less money, keep the 
bulbs and lampshades 
clean. Simply removing 
dust and dirt can provide 
one-third more light! 

Source: Entergy 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke, Rampley, 
Morrison, Newton and 
Gronewold. Also present: 
Dion, Hurwitz & Hartzell. 

October 1999 had a margin 
of $11,507; total margins for 
the year through Oct. 31,1999 
were $235,800; net TIER for 
the year to date was 2.01. 

The RUS buyout was com¬ 
pleted on Nov. 19,1999. With 
$500,000 of cash from the 
Coop., total buyout was 
$3,640,920.28, with our dis¬ 

count being $407,000. 
Approval was given to 

change Policy 612 (Refund of 
Deposits) to allow a refund by 
credit to a customer’s account. 

Approval was given for 
Christmas gifts to employees 
and meter readers. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC of¬ 
fice.) (959-40) 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 2000 



Does your meter really run too fast? 
When customers call in and voice concerns about their electrical usage, they often blame the 

meter. Although meters are not infallible, their track record of accuracy is very good. This story has 
been reprinted many times in co-op newsletters, and we thought it would be appropriate to share 
with Western Illinois Electrical Coop members. 

I have been accused of ev¬ 
erything imaginable — running 
when nothing is operating, 
creeping, making noise, run¬ 
ning at outrageous speeds 
and recording incorrectly. 

My job is to record the 
amount of electrical kilowatt- 
hours that are used at the ac¬ 
count where I am installed. I 
am one of the most accurate 
measuring devices in use to¬ 
day. In fact, I am more accu¬ 
rate than most wristwatches. 

I work day and night without 
complaining. I do not have any 
ill feelings toward anyone and I 
only do the job I was designed 
to do, which is to let you know 
how much electricity you are 
using. Sometimes, when I am 
old and dirty, I slow down be¬ 
cause of the added burden 
and sometimes I even stop 
completely. 

Some people say, “Why do 
you run so fast at my place? 
My neighbor has many more 
appliances than I have, and his 
meter doesn’t run half as fast 

or record nearly as much. 
I suppose that these 

people fail to realize 
that they have differ¬ 
ent living habits. 
Some families are 
larger, some 
families do 
more cooking, 
and even party 
more. Some 
people take 
showers, oth¬ 
ers take tub 
baths. Some 
people take two 
baths per day, while 
some only take a bath 
once or twice a week. Some 
people only have one hot meal 
each day and others have 
three hot meals each day. 

You can see that comparing 
my electricity recordings to 
your neighbors is as difficult as 
comparing grocery bills. 

Try comparing grocery bills 
with your neighbors. Each 
family’s eating habits will cer¬ 
tainly make a difference in their 

grocery bill, just like each 
family’s living habits will make 
a difference in their electricity 
bill. 

Sometimes I am really fright¬ 
ened. The homeowner threat¬ 
ens me and says he is going to 
take something and knock me 
off the house or yard pole. 

Mr. Member, think for just a 
minute. As time goes by, you 
add one appliance after an¬ 
other and yet you expect me 
to run at the same pace and 
record the same amount of 
electricity. This is impossible. 

Please sit down sometime 
and make a list of all the ways 
you use electricity in your 
home and on your farm. You’ll 
really be amazed at how much 
electricity is being used auto¬ 
matically without turning on a 
switch or an appliance. You’ll 
see that I’m not really such a 
bad “fellow” — I’m just doing 
my job! (10529-50) 

Welcome new members 
Adkisson, Jerry, Roseville 

Ammer, Douglas & Tawnya, Nauvoo 
Ballard, Helen E., Burlington, IA 

Cudmore, Byron G. & Christine, Springfield, IL 
Duffy, Travis, Carthage 

Hardman, Michael T. & Katrina A., LaHarpe 
Matthews, Joe E. & Mary E., Carthage 

McManus, Mia L, Niota 
Rolen, Eric E., Elmwood, IL 

Shotwell, Pat & Judith, Middletown, IA 
Sparrow, John L. & Pamela K., LaHarpe 

Stephens, Desiree V., Hamilton 
Vermillion, D. Joe, Carthage 

1 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
PO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Robert Gronewold — 
Secretary/ Treasurer, 
Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

President's Puzzle 
In honor of Lincoln's and Washington's birthday, 
here's a puzzle to test your knowledge of our 
commander-in-chiefs. Good Luck! 

T E 1 S E N H O W E R 1 Z H J 

F A s F O 1 N O s N H O J A E 

G A F A H X P L u B M T C Y F 

A R o T G O A G L B N K M E F 

R T R V L N 1 B u A S T J S E 

F H D K W H J K R O E X Q P R 

1 U Z 1 N O T G N 1 H s A w S 

E R T B H O Y A H C L z D F O 

L G M N P V L O Y T V c A N N 

D C S Y U E E 1 K L Q z M A E 

E o R P V R R H T Z O A S N R 

N o S 1 R R A H H W D R w A U 

O L G E R O M L L 1 F 1 R H B 

s 1 S R P B V E S c K O J C N 

L D Y C W N L O C N 1 L H u A 

1 G U E o R N O M O H S U B V 

W E F D R O O s E V E L T N 1 

P M V X U E M c K 1 N L E Y T 

M L L 1 F A A K L o O R D R K 

O H A R D 1 N G R 1 B E U T s 

H T R A R E T R A c N M D A M 

C L E V E L A N D N A T A D A 

N O s 1 R R A H E N R O O s D 

N S 1 R R A H K E 1 F A G N A 

P o L T L E V E S O O R T H J 

ADAMS, J 
ADAMS, J Q 
ARTHUR 
BUCHANAN 
BUSH 
CARTER 
CLEVELAND 
CLINTON 
COOLIDGE 
EISENHOWER 
FILLMORE 
FORD 

GARFIELD 
GRANT 
HARDING 
HARRISON 
HARRISON, W H 
HAYES 
HOOVER 
JACKSON 
JEFFERSON 
JOHNSON, A 
JOHNSON, L B 
KENNEDY 

LINCOLN TRUMAN 
MCKINLEY TYLER 
MADISON VANBUREN 
MONROE WASHINGTON 
NIXON WILSON 
PIERCE 
POLK 
REAGAN 
ROOSEVELT, F D 
ROOSEVELT, T 
TAFT 
TAYLOR 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Director nomination 
In accordance with Article IV, Section 4, of your 

cooperative’s by-laws, a nominating committee 
must be appointed between 30 and 120 days prior to 
the Annual Meeting of Members (June 23, 2000). 

Directors shall be elected by and from the mem¬ 
bership by ballot and shall serve for a term of three 
years, or until their successors shall have been 
elected and qualified. The terms of directors from Dis¬ 
tricts #1, #2 and #3 will expire this year. 

District No. 1, currently represented by Haven D. 
Vaughn, is all of the cooperative’s service area in 
Henderson County, Illinois. 

District No. 2, currently represented by William R. 
Newton, is Appanoose, Montebello, and Sonora 
Townships in Hancock County, Illinois. 

District No. 3, currently represented by Jay D. 

and election process 
Morrison, is LaHarpe, Durham, Rock Creek, 
Pontoosuc, and Dallas Townships in Hancock County, 
Illinois, and the cooperative’s service area in 
Blandinsville Township in McDonough County, Illinois. 

The nominating committee must post a list of nomi¬ 
nations at the cooperative office at least 20 days be¬ 
fore the annual meeting. Any 15 cooperative members 
may act together and nominate another member by 
petition. These nominations will be posted with those 
made by the nominating committee. Nominations 
made by petition at least 10 days before the annual 
meeting will be included on the official ballot. Later 
nominations by petition shall be treated as nomina¬ 
tions from the floor. The chairman shall call for addi¬ 
tional nominations from the floor. No member may 
nominate more than one candidate. (7519-45) 

Steps to take in 
There are many reasons why your electricity can 

go out. We have talked about blinks and 
planned interruptions of power in other articles in this 
issue of the WIEC News. However, if your electricity 
has been out for more than three or four minutes, you 
probably have an outage. Before you call our office, 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, asks that you follow 
these steps. 
1. The first thing you should do is to check your 

breakers or fuses. There is probably a fuse or breaker 
panel located in your home. Also, most meters have 
a set of breakers located under the meter. Please 
check both locations to make sure the breakers 
haven’t been tripped or a fuse has blown. This can 
cause your power to go out. If these are okay, then... 
2. Check to see if your neighbors have electricity. 

Just by knowing who else has power and who 
doesn’t help our employees pinpoint where the 
trouble might be. 
3. Call our office at (217) 357-3125 day or night. 

Please be prepared to give your map location num- 

Inside 

a power outage 
ber that appears on your bill stub. If the phone lines 
are busy when you call, it probably means that there 
is a wide area that is out of service. Try again a little 
later, but keep trying. Please do not call after hours for 
billing or wiring questions. Save these for normal busi¬ 
ness hours. 

4. If after an hour or so power is not restored, check 
with your neighbors to see if their power has been re¬ 
stored. If they have power and you don’t, call our of¬ 
fice and let us know. We may not be aware that you 
are still out of service. 

5. If you are experiencing a brownout due to low 
voltage, unplug anything with a motor or electronic 
components including a refrigerator, freezer, micro- 
wave, TV, VCR or computer. 

Please remember that we have our own personnel 
who answer our phones 24 hrs a day, seven days a 
week. By having WIEC employees on call, we can get 
to a problem quicker and get your power restored 
sooner. That is one of our goals in providing excep¬ 
tional customer service. We are your electric company. 
(7528-45) 

■ Those Blank-ety Blinks, How cooperatives differ. Board...........         16b 
f FAQ      16c 

ife Why do electric bills go up In the winter?. Welcome new members.......................................16d 

We Get Our Power From You 
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Those Blank-ety Blinks! 

7 7 rt 
U 7-1 

You just sit down to watch TV 
and the lights blink. The lights 

come right back on; however, you 
spend the next 30 minutes reset¬ 
ting all the clocks, VCR, TV, micro- 
wave, stove and check the 
computer. What causes these an¬ 
noying blinks and what can be 
done about them? 

Blinks are interruptions that last 
for a very short period of time. 
Blinks occur with no warning, usu¬ 
ally last less than a second, and 
power is usually restored quickly. 

Blinks can come from many dif¬ 
ferent sources. It could be a light¬ 
ning strike, an automobile striking 
a pole or when a squirrel or tree 
branch comes into contact with an 
energized power line. Blinking 
lights reflect the operation of 
equipment that protects the lines 
and keeps the power from going 

There are seven basic coopera¬ 
tive principles that set co-ops 

aside from other kinds of business. 
Here’s a brief summary: 
1 st principle: Voluntary and open 
membership. Co-ops are voluntary 
organizations, open to anyone 
able to use their services and will¬ 
ing to accept the responsibility of 
membership. 
2nd principle: Democratic member 
control. Co-ops are democratic 
organizations controlled by their 
members, who participate in set¬ 
ting policies and making deci¬ 
sions. 
3rd principle: Members’ economic 
participation. Members contribute 
equally to, and democratically 
control, the capital of their co-op. 
4th principle: Autonomy and inde¬ 
pendence. Co-ops are autono¬ 
mous, self-help organizations 
controlled by their members. They 
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off for more than just a moment. 
The OCR or Oil Circuit Recloser 
senses that there is a problem on 
the line and operates. When the 
problem clears itself, the recloser 
permits power to continue flowing 
through the line with only a brief 
interruption of service or a blink. 
When the lights blink, it means that 
OCR is operating properly. 

Without this device, every short 
circuit, temporary or otherwise, 
would cause the power to be off 
until WIEC could send a service 
crew out to restore service. Usu¬ 
ally, these reclosers will operate or 
trip three times before stopping the 
flow of electricity and causing a 
power outage. 

We notice blinks more today 
than we did ten or twenty years 
ago because of the popularity of 
digital clocks, VCRs and other 

may enter into agreements with 
other organizations, but they do so 
on terms that ensure democratic 
control by their members and 
maintain their cooperative au¬ 
tonomy. 
5th principle: Education, training 
and information. Co-ops provide 
education and training for their 
members, elected representatives, 
managers and employees so they 
can contribute effectively to the 
development of their co-ops. 
6th principle: Cooperation among 
co-ops. Co-ops serve their mem¬ 
bers most effectively and 
strengthen the co-op movement by 
working with other co-op groups. 
7th principle: Concern for commu¬ 
nity. While focusing on member 
needs, co-ops work for the sustain¬ 
able development of their commu¬ 
nities through policies accepted by 
their members. 

■ MARCH 2000 

electronic wonders. In the past, 
blinks happened but the mechani¬ 
cal clock (with hands) just stopped 
and then continued on. It didn’t 
have to be reset like its digital 
cousins. 

To save yourself time and en¬ 
ergy, buy digital clocks that have 
battery backup. For computers, an 
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) 
will provide a power supply for 
short periods of time. It will also 
give you enough time to save what 
you’re working on and/or shut 
down the equipment if needed. 

If you experience blinks fre¬ 
quently throughout the day, call 
our office. We will try to find the 
problem and take care of it. But 
remember, blinks are just WIEC 
equipment doing its job. (7815-11) 

Summary of Board 
Meeting — 

December 23, 1999 
Directors present: Wear, 

Vaughn, Rampley, 
Morrison, Newton and 
Gronewold. Absent: Menke. 
Also present: Dion, Hurwitz & 
Hartzell. 

November 1999 had a mar¬ 
gin of $20,541; total margins 
for the year through Nov. 30, 
1999 were $215,259; net TIER 
for the year to date was 1.81. 

Consideration was given to 
the 2000 budget for the Coop¬ 
erative. The 2000 budget was 
unanimously adopted. 

Virginia Hurwitz, Administra¬ 
tive Assistant, was presented a 
gift for her twenty-five years of 
service to the Coop. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office). 

How cooperatives differ 



More efficient lighting 

LOWERS 
Increasing your lighting effi¬ 

ciency is one of the easiest 
ways to decrease your energy 
bills. For example, if you replace 
25 percent of your lights in high- 
use areas with fluorescents, you 
can cut your lighting bill by about 
50 percent. Remember to review 
your indoor lighting, and if appli¬ 
cable, your outdoor lighting as 
well, and always look for the En¬ 
ergy Star® label when shopping 
for lighting projects. The U.S. De¬ 
partment of Energy offers these 
money-saving tips for your home 
or office: 

• Indoor lighting: Use linear 
fluorescent and energy-efficient 
compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) 
in fixtures to provide high-quality 
and high-efficiency lighting. Fluo- 

electric bills 
rescent lamps are much more effi¬ 
cient than incandescent bulbs and 
last six to 10 times longer. Al¬ 
though fluorescent and compact 
fluorescent lamps are more expen¬ 
sive than incandescent bulbs, they 
pay for themselves by saving en¬ 
ergy over their lifetime. 

• Outdoor lighting: Many 
home and business owners use 
outdoor lighting for decoration and 
security. When shopping for out¬ 
door lights, you will find a variety 
of products, from low-voltage path¬ 
way lighting to high-pressure so¬ 
dium, motion-detector floodlights. 
Some stores also carry lights pow¬ 
ered by small photovoltaic (PV) 
modules that convert sunlight di¬ 
rectly into electricity. Consider PV- 
powered lights for areas that are 

not close to an existing power sup¬ 
ply line. 

These ideas may seem insignifi¬ 
cant. Can changing a light bulb re¬ 
ally make a difference in lowering 
your bill? Try it and see. You’ll be 
surprised that saving a little bit here 
and there will really make a differ¬ 
ence over time. 

The man who 
removes a mountain 
begins by carrying 
away small stones — 
Chinese proverb 

UESTIONS 

Why does my power go off some mornings right at ^ 6:00 or 7:00 a.m. ? It only stays off 

for a minute or two, but then the next morning the same thing happens. What causes it? 

When power is interrupted 
like this, it usually means 

that there is maintenance being 
planned for the lines. Ameren/CIPS 
and Illinois Power transmission 
lines to carry electricity to our sub¬ 
stations. When work is needed to 
be done on those transmission 
lines, the lines are switched so that 
the power is redirected from the 
line needing maintenance to a dif¬ 
ferent line. The electricity is still 
getting to the substation, just by a 
different route. When this switching 

occurs, the result is a power inter¬ 
ruption of one to two minutes. 
Within a few days, the maintenance 
is completed and the line is 
switched back to the original 
route. Again, this causes a brief 
power interruption. Ameren/CIPS 
and Illinois Power schedule these 
times for the switching and WIEC 
has no input as to the time of day 
they occur. 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
is usually notified a day or two 
ahead of the planned switching. 
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We do our best to get the word 
out. Because of the timing, we 
cannot put these planned interrup¬ 
tions in the WIEC newsletter, but 
we do try to put it on WCAZ, the 
Carthage radio station, and they 
broadcast the message several 
times a day. 

These interruptions are annoy¬ 
ing at times, but are very neces¬ 
sary. Planned maintenance on the 
lines is the best way to insure that 
the power will stay on when you 
need it. (6811-61) 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Robert Gronewold — 
Secretary/ Treasurer, 
Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Why do electric bills 

in the winter? 
It’s a good question. Even if you do not use electric heat, you 

may notice that your bills are higher during the colder months. 
Several factors can contribute to those higher bills, including: 
# Warm baths feel great on cold days — and heating extra water 

can increase your consumption and your electric bill. Be sure 
your water heater is properly insulated if it is in an unheated 
space, and have it checked for leaks. 

# Winter brings holidays, which often mean additional cooking 
and baking, and those bright holiday lights, all of which can 
raise your electricity usage. 

# Shorter days and longer nights mean lights stay on longer both 
inside and out. 

# Most heating systems use electricity for some functions, such 
as operating the fan, and many run almost continuously when it 
is very cold. 

# You may be using space heaters in garages, basements or 
other unheated spaces. 

# That electric blanket or heating pad that feels so cozy on cold 
nights can cost another dollar or so to operate. 

# You may be using engine block heaters on your cars or equip¬ 
ment. 

# Most consumers use the clothes dryer more often in winter. 
Even if your bills are higher during winter, electricity remains one 

of the best values around! Just think of the many conveniences that 
electricity provides! 

Welcome new members: 
Bush, John & Kacey C., Niota 

Claassen, Don W. & Laura K., Burnside 
Clear Color Autobody, Hamilton 

Jones, Darren & Teresa, Carthage 
Miller, Brant A. & Erin F, Gladstone 
Seigfried, Alan & Patricia L, Niota 

Textor, Robert A. & Cynthia A., Gladstone 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Employees honored for years of service 

Recently, six Western Illinois Electrical Coop, employees were honored for their combined 120 years of 
dedicated service. They are (pictured left-right) Greg Bolton, mechanic/groundsman — 10 years; Richard 
Chockley, area serviceman — 30 years; Paul Dion, manager — 25 years; Virginia Hurwitz, (recently retired) 
administrative assistant — 25 years; Jerry Payne, chief electrician — 25 years and (not pictured) Becky 
Dickinson, office manager — 5 years. 

1999 Capital Credit Looking for a little 
allocation notice extra income? 

The 1999 allocation factor is .0459. To calculate 
what your capital credits for the year are simply add 
the total amount of your electric bills during the year, 
then subtract the utility tax. Multiply this number by 
.0459. That’s your 1999 capital credit. 

Example: Joe Member’s total electric bills paid 
less utility tax was $1249.59. (8629-33) 

His 1999 capital credit allocation is $57.36 
($1249.59 times .0459) 

WIEC is updating our meter reader applications 
files. This part-time job consists of reading between 
150-175 meters over a three-day period around the 
end of the month. Applicants must have their own 
reliable transportation and will be reimbursed for 
mileage. 

If you or another member you know would be in¬ 
terested in reading meters for WIEC, contact our of¬ 
fice. 

■ All about storms. Nominating Committee meets     16b 
Whatsa substation?....           16c 

■ Golfing Game                 I6d 

We Get Otar Power From You 
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FAQ 

What can I do to protect my home during 
spring lightning storms? 

Good question! The old adage of “April Showers 
bring May flowers” usually means a good ol’ light¬ 
ning storm or two. For $5 a month, you can reduce 
the risk of damage to your “white goods”, such as 
refrigerators, freezers or any electric motor, by hav¬ 
ing WIEC install a Storm Trapper meter base at your 
meter. This stops lightning or other surges from run¬ 
ning into your home through utility lines. This protec¬ 
tion is guaranteed. 

If you need to protect a TV, microwave, VCR or 
other electronic items, point of use suppressors are 
your best bet. We have these point of use suppres¬ 

sors for sale at our office. When used with the Storm 
Trapper meter base, it gives guaranteed protection 
for your sensitive electronic goods. Also, don’t forget 
TV cable wires, phone wires, or coax wires as we 
also have point of use suppressors made especially 
for them. (666-59) 

For computers, it is best to get a UPS or un-inter- 
ruptible power supply. This will protect your com¬ 
puter from surges and will also give you a window of 
time to save your work and power down your unit 
should there be a power outage. 

To sign up for our Storm Guard program or if you 
have any questions, please call our office. Don’t wait 
until lightning strikes! 

Nominating committee appointed 
Your board of directors, at its February meeting, 

appointed the following members to serve on the 
2000 nominating committee: District No. 1- Tom 
Edmonds, Lomax and John Lenahan, Lomax; Dis¬ 
trict No. 2 - Loren Sinele, Niota and David Ernst, 
Hamilton; District No. 3 - Ron Leonard, Niota and 
Richard Douglas, Burnside; District No. 4 - Rodney 
McGaughey, Carthage; District No. 5 - Ron Howell, 
Carthage; District No. 6 - Robert Menn, Plymouth; 
and District No. 7 - Wayne Spory, Sutter. 

Two members are appointed from the districts 
whose board terms expire each year, with one being 
appointed from remaining districts. These members 
will nominate at least one member for a three-year 
term to represent Districts 1,2 and 3. 

Directors whose current terms expire and who are 
eligible for re-election are: District 1 - Haven Vaughn, 

Lomax; District 2 -William R. Newton, Burnside; and 
District 3 - Jay Morrison, Niota. 

These names are provided in advance of their 
meeting so that if you wish to make any recommen¬ 
dations to this committee, you will know who they 
are. The committee will have its organizational meet¬ 
ing at 7 p.m. on April 4, 2000, at the WIEC office in 
Carthage. 

WIEC's Annual Meeting 
will be held on 
June 2Z, 2000. 

Mark you calendars!! 
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Whatsa substation? 
“Is it a place to buy sand¬ 

wiches?” you ask. Well, it can be. 
But that’s not the kind of substa¬ 
tion we’re talking about. You may 
think, “Why would I want to know 
about substations?” Substations 
are an important part of the sys¬ 
tem that brings you safe and reli¬ 
able electricity each time you flip a 
light switch or turn on an appli¬ 
ance. 

Soyland Power Cooperative, 
WIEC’s power supplier, owns and 
maintains the six substations that 
we use. These five substations are 
located near Carthage, Powellton, 
Denver, Sutter, Elvaston and 
Lomax. 

Substations step down voltage 
for distribution to homes and 
maintain voltage at a constant 
level. This constant level of volt¬ 
age is particularly important. In 
order to travel long distances over 
wires, electric power voltage must 
be much higher than the level at 

which it is actually produced by a 
power plant. For example, electric¬ 
ity leaves a power plant at about 
22,000 volts, then is increased to 
as much as 765,000 volts. The 
higher the voltage, the lower the 
line loss and voltage drop — thus, 
the greater the system’s efficiency. 
As the power gets closer to its 
destination, voltage is gradually 
decreased to a level safe for you, 
our member. (3818-11) 

Transmission substations give 
the power its first step-down, and 
distribution substations, like those 
owned by Soyland, step it down 
even further so that it may be sent 
on to the member. The lines leav¬ 
ing a distribution substation are 
owned and maintained by WIEC. 
These lines carry the power to our 
members’ homes and businesses. 

There is a multitude of equip¬ 
ment in substations: transformers, 
insulators, circuit breakers, light¬ 
ning arrestors, etc. A transformer 

performs the main substation 
function, which again, is to alter 
the voltage to an acceptable level 
for distribution. The voltage regu¬ 
lator then maintains a constant 
outgoing voltage. 

“The thing that looks like a gar¬ 
bage can” near the top of a pole 
is, in fact, the transformer. The 
transformer’s function is to in¬ 
crease voltage for efficient long¬ 
distance transmission and to 
lower voltage for use by our mem¬ 
bers. 

So the next time you drive by 
one of those menacing, fenced 
conglomerations of power lines 
and equipment, remember that, in 
spite of appearances, it’s an im¬ 
portant part of your power system. 
It is helping ensure that you re¬ 
ceive electricity in a reliable and 
safe manner. 
Source: “Let’s Talk Substations” 
— Kansas Electric Cooperatives, 
Inc. 

Savings Time begins on 2. 
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead 1 hour!!!! 

The concept of daylight savings time has been 
around a long time. 

Benjamin Franklin was an early proponent of 
daylight savings time, arguing that it would allow 
shopkeepers to conserve fuel. But it was not writ¬ 
ten into law until 1883 when Congress enacted the 
Standard Time Act. (8634-39) 

The law was repealed the following year, but it 
was reinstated during World War II. Thereafter, 

time changes varied among states and localities 
until the Uniform Time Act of 1966 decreed that 
states operating on daylight savings time should 
begin and end their programs on the same days 
in April and October. In 1986, the act was 
amended to establish daylight savings time as be¬ 
ginning on the first Sunday in April and ending on 
the last Sunday in October. Arizona, Hawaii and 
most of the counties in Indiana do not observe 
daylight savings time. 

The game of golf 
Scotland claims to be the birthplace of golf, distinguishing their ver¬ 

sion of the game of sticks and balls from others by the use of holes in 
the ground. The earliest references to the game date back 600 years; in 
1457, King James II of Scotland tried to ban golf because it interfered 
with archery practice. The ban was unsuccessful, in part, because other 
royals, like Mary Queen of Scots, enjoyed playing. The royal affinity for 
golf helped spread its popularity all over Scotland. The first formal rules 
were laid down in 1744. 

Office closing 
WIEC will be closed on Friday, April 21st In observation of 

Good Friday. We will reopen on Monday, April 24th. 
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Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

RO. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Welcome spring! 

When spring arrives, this means that the die-hard golf lovers are out 
on the links. In honor of these hearty souls, we have a puzzle to see if 
you are up to par on your golf terms? Match these colorful terms to their 
meanings. 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Robert Gronewold — 
Secretary/ Treasurer, 
Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

1) Ace 

2) Beach 

3) Birdie 

4) Bogey 

5) Dogleg 

6) Eagle 

7) Flier 

8) Foozle 

9) Hacker 

10) Handicap 

11) Mulligan 

12) Par 

13) Round Robin 

14) Whiff 

15.) Wormburner 

[NSi- -mi yet -izi -on- 
^<H -H6 i38 ‘VL ^99 ^OS 

‘W ‘QZ -\Z -Ol ’tey Ja/wsuv] 

A. One stroke over par for a 
hole. 

B. Two strokes under par for 
a hole. 

C. A hole in one. 

D. One stroke under par for 
a hole. 

E. An awkward, bungled 
stroke. 

F. A tournament in which ev¬ 
ery player has the oppor¬ 
tunity to compete against 
every other player. 

G. A second shot in a 
friendly game that is al¬ 
lowed to be taken in place 
of a bad one with no 
strokes added. 

H. An unskilled golfer. Also 
known as a duffer. 

I. A sand area on the 
course. 

J. A ball that is hit without 
spin and travels longer 
than normal 
distance. 

K. The number of strokes a 
player deducts from his 
actual score to achieve 
par on a course. 

L. The number of strokes 
established for a skillful 
score on an individual 
hole or entire course. 

M. To swing and miss the 
ball. 

N. A hit ball that hugs the 
ground. 

O. A left or right bend in the 
fairway. 
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Know your rights! 

According to the Illinois Com¬ 
merce Commission, there 

are certain rights you have as a 
consumer concerning deregula¬ 
tion. 
• You have the right not to be 

switched to another carrier 
without your authorization. The 
law prohibits switching without 
your written permission. 

• You have the right to know the 

terms of service. The supplier 
must provide terms of service 
statement detailing charges, 
length of the contract, process 
for notification regarding 
changes in terms of service 
and a phone number to call. 

• You have the right to your bill¬ 
ing information. Customers or 
authorized agents are entitled 
to obtain their billing and us¬ 

age data from the current elec¬ 
tric utility upon request. A rea¬ 
sonable fee may be charged. 

• You have the right to be able to 
call a service center. All electric 
utilities and alternative suppli¬ 
ers are required to provide a 
customer service call center 
where consumers can receive 
assistance and information. 

Source: Illinois Commerce Com¬ 
mission (2811-8) 

Deregulation — a closer look 
In 1997, the Illinois Electric Ser¬ 

vice Customer Choice and 
Rate Relief Law was passed. It 
marked the beginning of deregu¬ 
lation of the electrical industry for 
the state of Illinois. 

The concept of deregulation 
has been around for a while. The 
airlines, railroads, and telephone 
companies were deregulated in 
recent history and it dramatically 
changed the way they operated. 
The intended result was to save 
consumers money by allowing 
competition. The theory is that 
competition will drive prices 
down. It did result in giving some 

customers lower prices, although 
it raised prices for others. Con¬ 
sumers feel as though they have 
lost the quality of service that 
they had come to appreciate and 
depend upon. Local offices 
closed, while larger regional ser¬ 
vice centers opened. Cheaper 
airline tickets can be found, but 
many times the plane is 
overbooked or not running on 
time, causing frustration and de¬ 
lays. Also, the smaller commuter 
airlines that used to provide ser¬ 
vice from Quincy or Burlington to 
Chicago or St. Louis no longer 
have the convenient schedules 

needed to serve our area. Long 
distance phone companies used 
such tactics as switching cus¬ 
tomers to their company without 
permission, calling customers at 
all hours of the day and promis¬ 
ing deep discounts but forgetting 
to mention the monthly fee. 
Some companies attempted to 
trick customers by sending them 
checks. When these checks 
were cashed, it automatically 
switched their long distance car¬ 
rier. Proponents of the concept 
of deregulation urge consumers 
to be patient. They argue that 
these industries are just begin- 

(Continued on page 16b) 

your calendars!! 
JUNE 22 

Annual Meeting will be held on June 22, 2000 at the Hancock County Exten¬ 
sion Center, Carthage IL • Registration begins at 6 p.m. 

Inside 
■ Deregulation                   16a-c 
■ FAQ 16c 
■ Board meeting. Brochure, Welcome new members         16d 

We Get Our Power From You 
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(Continued from page 16a) 

ning to see the benefits. Oppo¬ 
nents say that the little guy will 
keep getting a shorter and 
shorter end of the stick. 

The Illinois Electric Service 
Customer Choice and Rate Relief 
Law states that by May 1,2002, 
all residential customers of inves¬ 
tor owned utilities will be able to 
choose their electric supplier. 
Those who receive their electric¬ 
ity from a cooperative will be 
handled a little differently. The 
Illinois legislature recognized 
that the directors of Illinois coop¬ 
eratives already have a structure 
of local control over their opera¬ 
tions, so they don’t have the time 
schedules mandated by law. Co¬ 
operatives, like Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop., have a demo¬ 
cratically elected Board of Direc¬ 
tors who determine the business 
policies and rate schedules for 
their cooperative. The law gives 
each Board the decision whether 
to enter the customer choice 
arena. Each cooperative’s Board 
of Directors will listen to the 
members and make a decision 
based on what is in the best in¬ 
terest of their coop. 

If the Board decides to vote 
for customer choice, they also 
must decide as to what extent. 
There are three decisions the 
Board can choose from: 

1. Vote to release one or more 
members to shop for power on 
an individual basis. 

2. Release all members to 
customer choice. Let individual 
members decide what would be 
best for them. While our mem¬ 
bers may go elsewhere for their 
power, Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, would not attempt to sell 
power outside our current ser¬ 
vice territory. 

3. Release all members to 
customer choice. WIEC would 
also try to sell power to other 
consumers, even those outside 
our current service territory. 

When discussing the issue of 
customer choice, remember that 
there are three steps to receiving 
electricity. The first is generation, 
those who make or generate the 
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electricity. This is the point of ori¬ 
gin, where the trip begins. The 
second step is transmission. This 
is sending the power from the 
generation site to the distribution 
substations. Think of the trans¬ 
mission step as a four-lane high¬ 
way built to handle heavy traffic 
quickly. The final stage is the dis¬ 
tribution. These are the wires that 
deliver the power to your home 
or farm. Think of these as the 
secondary roads, the blacktop or 
gravel roads, roads that don’t get 
a lot of traffic, but are just as im¬ 
portant. 

A customer may elect to keep 
the same power supplier or may 
elect to change. But if a con¬ 
sumer chooses to take advan¬ 
tage of customer choice, the 
only part of the trip that changes 
is the generation phase, or 
where it begins. The transmis¬ 
sion and delivery phase will re¬ 
main the same. In other words, if 
a member of WIEC has decided 
to buy their power from another 
source, such as Illinois Power, 
that power will still be delivered 
over existing WIEC distribution 
lines. We will still bring the power 
to you and continue to provide 
reliable delivery service. 

Your current electric bill from 
WIEC has one charge for ser¬ 
vice. This charge groups, or 
bundles, the generation, trans¬ 
mission, and delivery charges 
together for one price of 12 cents 
per kWh (for 2,000 kWh or less). 
However, in the future, your bill 
may need to be unbundled to 
show the different costs associ¬ 
ated with each phase of service. 
Additional costs may also be on 
your bill for meter reading, billing 
and equipment maintenance. 
Again, if power is purchased 
from another supplier, the only 
costs that will change is the gen¬ 
eration segment. Another cost 
that may appear on an un¬ 
bundled bill would be for transi¬ 
tional costs. These are costs 
associated with investments 
made for updating or improving 
line or equipment with the inten¬ 
tion that the costs would be paid 
off over an extended period of 
time. If competition takes away 
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sales, these costs would become 
stranded. The Illinois deregula¬ 
tion bill takes into consideration 
transitional costs. This bill allows 
a utility to collect these costs 
should a consumer purchase 
electricity from another source. 
These charges are based on 
kWh purchased from the new 
supplier and would be phased 
out by 2006. 

Deregulation can be very con¬ 
fusing. The concept seems 
simple, but in reality it is hard to 
implement. During an annual sur¬ 
vey, Deloitte & Touche asked 600 
consumers about the changes 
occurring in the electric industry. 
When asked how deregulation 
would affect rates, 43.5 percent 
thought rates would go up, while 
43 percent thought they would 
go down. In 1998, 38.1 percent 
thought rates would go up and 
46 percent believed rates would 
drop. It seems in the past two 
years, consumers are starting to 
doubt if deregulation will have a 
positive outcome for them. In the 
same survey, a question con¬ 
cerning customer service was 
asked. Over 26.5 percent of 
those questioned in 1999 
thought customer service would 
worsen. In 1998, that number 
was 20.6 percent. Again, con¬ 
sumers are starting to question 
whether customer choice will be 
a benefit. 

The issue of customer choice 
remains ever changing. Details 
are being negotiated and fitted to 
the technology available. One 
fact remains: your Board of Di¬ 
rectors will decide WIEC’s posi¬ 
tion on customer choice. Your 
Board of Directors are constantly 
analyzing the issue and will de¬ 
cide based on what is best for 
the cooperative and the mem¬ 
bers. That’s what they were 
elected to do and they take their 
role very seriously. 

We will try to address any new 
developments concerning cus¬ 
tomer choice in future issues of 
the WIEC News. The issue has 
been addressed at previous 
WIEC annual meetings and will 
be on the agenda for discussion 

(Continued on page 16c) 
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(Continued from page 16b) 
at our next annual meeting on 
June 22nd. If you have any ques¬ 
tions or comments concerning 
the issue, we welcome you to 

call our office or discuss it with 
any board member. 

Sources: Electricity Moving to¬ 
ward Deregulation, by Dana 
Smith, Rural Hiliahts. Illinois de¬ 

regulation bill maintains co-ops’ 
local control, by Dana Smith, Ru¬ 
ral Hiliahts “It’s Time to get 
Plugged in”, by Illinois Com¬ 
merce Commission. 

Grandmother knew best 

Summer is just around the cor¬ 
ner and along with it comes 

hot, humid weather. The homes 
our grandparents grew up in 
didn’t have air conditioning. So 
in those days, people had to 
learn many different methods in 
order to keep cool. Those old- 
fashioned methods are still use¬ 
ful today, especially when you 
want to save on energy costs by 
reducing the amount of time you 
run your air conditioner. 
• Use awnings, blinds, curtains 

or shutters to keep the hot 
summer sun from streaming 
into your house. Simply pulling 
curtains closed can reduce the 
amount of heat pouring into 
your house by 50 percent. 

• After the sun goes down, open 
blinds, curtains, and windows 
to take advantage of natural 
cooling. If possible, open win¬ 
dows so that you get cross¬ 
ventilation in your home. 

• Hang your clothes outside to 
dry instead of using your dryer. 
Not only will you save the en¬ 
ergy you would have used to 
power the dryer itself, but you’ll 
also avoid adding that heat 
and humidity to the air in your 
home, which can overwork 
your air conditioner. 

• Don’t forget fans. A fan placed 
in a window and set to blow air 
from the house to the outside 
can make a bedroom quite 
comfortable on a hot night. 

• If you have a dishwasher, use 
the “air dry” setting instead of 
the “heated air” setting, and 
run it late at night to reduce the 
heat it creates during the 
warmer part of day. 

• When taking a shower or bath, 
use the exhaust fan in your 
bathroom to remove the mois¬ 
ture and humidity. 

• When cooking, be sure to use 
lids to keep from adding 
steam. 

• Limit use of your oven and any 
heat-generating appliance. In¬ 
stead, use your microwave or 
grill outside. (3621-17) 

Sources: Various 

QUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Why do I need to attend annual meeting? What is 
talked about there doesn't affect me, so why do I 
need to go? I'd rather stay home. 

We understand that June can be very warm and most people have very busy lives. However, 
when Western Illinois Electrical Coop, has it’s annual meeting, everything there affects the mem¬ 
bers. The annual meeting is an important part of what makes WIEC different than CIPS or Illinois 
Power. It is the member’s opportunity to vote on whom will represent them on the Board of 
Directors. It is the member’s opportunity to find out how their electric company is doing finan¬ 
cially and what the future may have in store. With deregulation looming in the future, our mem¬ 
bers need to be informed as to how this will affect them and their coop. Members also need to 
come to annual meeting to constitute a quorum. Without a minimum number of members present 
or quorum, the meeting will adjourn and have to be rescheduled for a later date. That means 
additional expense for WIEC. 

Besides, it is a great chance to visit with your neighbors, have a snack, and register for our 
many door prizes which includes a cash grand prize. Can you afford not to attend? 
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From Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of 
Board Meeting — 

Feb. 24, 2000 

Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 
Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke, Morrison, 

Newton and Gronewold. Absent: 
Rampley. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. 

January 2000 had a margin of 
$24,431.00; total margins for the 
year through Jan. 31,2000 were 
$24,431.00; net TIER for the 
year to date was 1.86. 

The Board discussed an in¬ 
surance claim by Mr. Kim 
Weaver who had been denied 
by the co-op.’s insurance carrier, 
Federated Rural Electric. 

The Board reviewed the geo¬ 
graphical area for director dis- 

llinois Commerce Commission 
has a free brochure entitled 

“It’s Time to Get Plugged In” 
available for download off the 
Internet at www.icc.state.il.us/ 
pluginillinois. This site has an¬ 
swers to many frequently asked 
questions concerning deregula- 

tricts and made no changes. 
The Board reviewed the list of 

1998 bad debts, which were writ¬ 
ten off. 

The nominating committee 
was appointed. 

Haven D. Vaughn and Paul M. 
Dion were elected directors with 
Ross E. Wear as the alternate di¬ 
rector for the Soyland Power 
Board of Directors. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regu¬ 
lar board meetings are held on 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 
(9523-61) 

tion and the options that con¬ 
sumers have. For those who 
don’t have access to the Internet, 
call our office. We have a limited 
number of these brochures avail¬ 
able for members to stop by and 
pick up. (9534-12) 

WELCOME i.'ij'.'j.'.u.'.i.j 
DeSotel, Tyler, Dallas City 

Gresham, Kenneth D. & Priscilla L., Delavan 
Huls, Jeremy J. & Missy A., Carthage 

Ruggles, Kay, Hamilton 
Williams, Jason R., Burnside 

Brochure available from Illinois 
Commerce Commission 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

will be held on 

Thursday, June 22nd, 2000 

at the Hancock Co. Extension Center 

Registration will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

Meeting will begin at 730 pm. 

Come join your neighbors and friends as they sit back, have a can of pop, 

chips and some ice cream, and listen to tvtrs. Carol Will, 

this years speaker. 

You'll also be able to vote for three directors to serve on the board, 

find out how W1BC did last year, and what the future may bring. 

The Hancock County Health Department will be there 

giving blood pressure screenings. 

Registered members will receive a $5 bill credit and 

a chance to win one of our great prizes, 

including one of five $100 cash prizes. 

YOU CAN'T LOSE' 

Know If you can vote. Nominating committee 
WIEC welcomes Carol Will     
Meet your dedicated employees  

16b 
16c 
16d 

We Get Our Power From You 
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Know if you can VOTE! 
Determining voting rights ap¬ 

pears to be complicated, 
but really it’s not. Just remem¬ 
ber these points. 
• If only one person signed the 

membership application, then 
only that person votes. The 
membership belongs to who 
signed the membership appli¬ 
cation. 

• If both husband and wife 
signed the membership appli¬ 
cation, then either may cast 
one vote for that membership. 
Sometimes, a membership 

was taken out before the 
member was married. In that 
case, the new spouse may 
not vote for the membership. 
A single membership can 
easily be made joint by sim¬ 
ply filling out a form. Call our 
office for details. 

• If you pay your landlord for 
the electrical usage at a loca¬ 
tion and their name is on the 
top line of the bill, you can’t 
vote for that location. It’s their 
membership, not yours. 

• If a parent or relative dies and 
you are appointed executor, 
you cannot vote for that mem¬ 
bership. The membership ter¬ 
minates upon the death of the 
member. It does not transfer. 
Also, a membership transfers 
to the surviving spouse only if 
it was a joint membership. 
If you have any questions 
concerning your membership 
status, please call the office. 
We will be happy to answer 
your questions. 

Nominating committee 

Seated (L-R) Loren Sinele, David Ernst, Richard Douglas, and Robert Menn. 
Standing (L-R) John Lenahan, Wayne Spory, Ronald Howell, Rod McGaughey, Ron Leonard and Tom Edmonds. 

Ten members of Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, were appointed to the 2000 nominat¬ 

ing committee. The committee met at the WIEC 
office on April 4 and April 10 to make nomina¬ 
tions for directors. Three directors will be elected 
at the cooperative’s annual meeting June 22. 

Serving on the committee were Tom Edmonds, 
Lomax; John Lenahan, Lomax; Loren Sinele, 
Niota; Richard Douglas, Burnside; Rod 
McGaughey, Carthage; Ron Howell, Carthage; 
Robert Menn, Plymouth; Ron Leonard, Niota; 
Wayne Spory, Sutter; and David Ernst, Hamilton. 

[ —1 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 

will close at noon on Friday, June 23rd. 

The following were nominated for director posi¬ 
tions: 

District 1 - Haven D. Vaughn 
District 2 - William R. Newton 
District 3 - Gary R Corzatt, Carl F. 

McEntee, Jay D. Morrison, 
and Thomas J. Scheetz 

Any nominations made by petition will be in¬ 
cluded on the official ballot if they are brought to 
the WIEC office at least 10 days before the meet¬ 
ing. Nominations may also be made from the floor 
at the annual meeting. 

Watch for the Annual Meeting No¬ 
tice in your mailbox. It will contain the 
registration card, proxy card and other 
important information. 
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WIEC welcomes Carol Will 
At this year’s annual meeting, WIEC would like to welcome 

L Carol Will as our featured speaker. Mrs. Will is a nurse Ger¬ 
ontologist, Consultant, Professional Speaker, and Humorist. 
She speaks about the magnificent power of humor all over the 
United States. Carol, being chronologically gifted, has years 
of experience looking for 
the funny side of life. 
She lives in Keokuk, IA, 
is married (to a retired 
guy), and has four 
grown children and 
eight grandchildren. She 
says she has to look for 
the funny side of life! 

Come and hear Carol 
speak. When she is fin¬ 
ished, we hope you will 
be relaxed, with a smile 
on your lips and a 
twinkle in your eye. 

Could you use some extra cash? 
You have five chances to win $100! 

     

r > >>' 
Win one of our great prizes! 

Which includes: 
Five $100 cash prizes 
Surge protector 
Extension Cord 
Three Beanie Babies 

Electric knife 
12” Oscillating fan 
Mini wet/dry vac 
Six-Qt. Slow cooker 

(This is just a partial list. Come into the office and see for yourself). 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 
Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

\ Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 
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Meet your dedicated employees 
With over 280 years of combined service, these employees will 

be at annual meeting to greet you, serve you a cold drink or 
ice cream and maybe even hand you one of our many annual 
meeting prizes. Come and say hello. 

EMPLOYEE LENGTH OF SERVICE 

Greg Bolton, mechanic/groundsman 10 years 
Scott Carle, apprentice lineman 1 year 
Dick Chockley, area serviceman 30 years 
Donna Cramer, data entry clerk 24 years 
Becky Dickinson, office manager 5 years 
Paul Dion, manager 25 years 
Tanna Ellefritz, cashier-receptionist 1 year 
Harold Enzeroth, line foreman 33 years 
Virginia Hurwitz, administrative assistant (retired) 25 years 
Eric Johnson, journeyman lineman 13 years 
Mark Kissinger, journeyman lineman 9 years 
Terry Long, crew foreman 23 years 
Tommie Long, operations manager 21 years 
Karmen Metternich, billing coordinator 2 years 
Garry Miller, area serviceman 38 years 
Jerry Payne, chief electrician/meter tester 25 years 

Did you know? 
WIEC 1999 STATISTICS 

Miles of line energized 1,179 
Number of members served 3368 
Number of new services installed 52 
Number of consumers per line 2.8 
Total kWh purchased from Soyland 40,614,150 
Average residential usage 930 kWh 
Number of members who have electric heat 

that require separate heat meters 319 
Total water heater credits returned to members $71,032.78 
Number of miles traveled by WIEC vehicles 117,175 
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Trying to budget your money? 
There are so many expenses 

in life that you just can’t control, 
such as an unexpected car re¬ 
pair, a broken pair of glasses or 
a surprise back-to-school ex¬ 
pense. Expenses like these are 
hard to plan for. Wouldn’t it be 
nice to have one bill that is con¬ 
sistent? WIEC has a program 
that can level out the highs and 
lows of your electrical usage 
and make your electric bill 

easier to predict. It’s called bud¬ 
get billing. (10528-56) 

This plan will average your 
electric payment for the next 12 
months, based on your previous 
12 months usage. Assuming 
your usage remains consistent 
with the previous years, your 
electric bill will be the same until 
July 2001. That month will be 
catch-up month where the 
amount due is the actual bal¬ 

ance remaining or no payment 
will be due if there is a credit 
balance. The credit balance can 
be carried forward to the next 
year or, if preferred, a check can 
be written and mailed to you. 

The new Budget Billing pro¬ 
gram begins on July 20th. Call 
our office for more information. 
Life is full of the unexpected, 
don’t let your electric bill be one 
of them. 

Don't forget to look! 

Since last month’s issue of the WIEC News was devoted to 
the Annual Meeting, we did not include any map location num¬ 
bers. So this month, we have hidden eight map location num¬ 
bers. It doubles your chances of winning a $10 bill credit. If you 
don’t know what your map location number is, just look on a bill 
stub. Your map location number is in a gray box on the lower 
left-hand side of your bill. 

Remember, you can’t win if you don’t look! 

Did you know... 
You can buy energy-saving light bulbs at the WIEC office. We 

have 40w, 60w, 75w and 100w bulbs. We sell bulbs that are 130V, 
instead of the 120V. The lower the voltage of the bulb, the hotter it 
burns. The hotter the bulb, the more quickly it can burn out. Our 
bulbs are higher in voltage, so they last longer. At $1.75 for a four 
pack, they may cost a little more than the 120V, but they can save 
money in the long run. (5720-9) 
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■ I sure told her 
Here is a story that has ap¬ 

peared in many other coop, 
newsletters. We thought our 
readers might enjoy it. Many of 
our members have never lived 
through the days of coal stoves 
for heat or cooking on wood 
stoves. Electricity has become 
an important part of our lives 
and we tend to take it for 
granted. The story’s author is 
known and told by a character 
named Hep: 

“I’ve always considered my¬ 
self somewhat of an orator and 
a pretty good arguer, but my 
wife sure told me off the other 
day. 

“I picked up the electric bill, 
took one look at it and beat it 
into the kitchen to give her 
what-for. I stomped into the 
room, slammed the bill down on 
the table, squinted my eyes, 
deepened my voice and bel¬ 
lowed, ‘What’s the meaning of 
this electric bill?’ 

“She was busy baking bread, 
roasting a chicken and getting 
some pies ready for the oven. I 
got a little peeved when she just 
ignored me and kept on work¬ 
ing. 

‘“Answer me, Betty,’ I bel¬ 
lowed. 

“‘Hep,’ she said, ‘Clam up. 
I’m getting tired of this habit of 
your barging into my kitchen 
with that electric bill every 
month.’ (9517-3-1) 

“Til tell you what we’re going 
to do,’ she said. ‘You’re going 
down to the electric cooperative 
office and tell them to unhook 
the power. Then you’re coming 
back here and take the old 
wood stove out of the basement 
and bring it up here into the 
kitchen. And then you’re going 
out and put the old hand pump 
in the well and pump me about 
80 gallons of water to wash 
dishes and do some clothes 
washing. After that, you’re going 
to heat the water on that wood 
stove and wring out those 
clothes with the old hand 
wringer. Then you’re going to 
get the old kerosene lamps 
down out of the attic. And you’re 
going to get that old coal stove 
out of the shed and set it up in 
the living room, and fill the coal 
box. After all that, Hep, you’d 
better make arrangements to 
eat in town from now on ‘cause 
I’m never going to cook on that 

old wood stove 
again!’ 

“Right 
about now 
she took a 
breath and I 
retreated with 
great speed out 
the kitchen door. 

“You know, until 
she put it the way she 
did, I just thought of our 
electric bill as some¬ 
thing that had to be paid every 
month. Today you’re listening to 
a converted man, a man who 
really knows when he’s well off 
and who isn’t about to start do¬ 
ing all those chores over again 
— those things that had to be 
done by hand before we got 
electricity. 

“Well, when I left the yard that 
day, I went to the cooperative 
office and paid the electric bill. 
And you know, for the first time 
ever, I smiled at the clerk who 
takes my money every month.” 

We hope you enjoyed this 
story. None of us want to go 
back to those days. It’s a lot 
easier to smile in appreciation of 
what we have today. 

Avoiding injuries at carnivals and amusement parks 
The Consumer Product 

Safety Commission estimates 
that 4,500 Americans are seri¬ 
ously injured at amusement 
parks and carnivals each year. 
To avoid injury, follow these 
safety tips from the International 
Association of Amusement 
Parks and Attractions of Alexan¬ 
dria, VA: 

• Inspect the park before 
getting on any rides. Check to 
see if the grounds are clean and 
well maintained. Litter and gen¬ 
eral sloppiness could indicate a 
similar inattention to the mainte¬ 
nance of the rides. Also, do the 
ride operators seem profes¬ 
sional and competent? 

• Watch the rides in opera- 
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tion. Rides should look and 
sound as if they’re performing at 
peak efficiency. Be wary if you 
see rust, cracks, or other signs 
that repairs are needed. 

• Check the restraints. 
Make sure that your seatbelt — 
and those of others in your party 
— buckle and those lap bars or 
over-the-shoulder restraints lock 
down properly. Double check 
pins and door latches. If there’s 
a problem with any of these, get 
out and alert the ride operator 
so it can be fixed before the 
ride. 

• Obey the ride rules. Keep 
hands, arms, legs and feet in¬ 
side the car and follow any other 
warnings and instructions. If it’s 
■ JULY 2000 

a seated ride, do not stand up. 
• Don’t argue with height 

restrictions. Don’t ask the op¬ 
erator to allow your child on a 
ride if he or she is short of the 
height requirement. These re¬ 
strictions are based on the size 
and position of the ride’s re¬ 
straint system, not on the age or 
maturity of the child. 

Office closing 
The WIEC office will be 

closed on Tuesday, July 4th, 
in observance of Indepen¬ 
dence Day. 

Have a safe holiday! 
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I just received my electric bill 
in the mail. I’m never home 
and this bill is $20 more than 
last month. Something must 
be wrong - help! 

We receive phone calls like 
this often, especially for the first 
bill after a cold snap or heat 
wave. We thought we would ad¬ 
dress it in the newsletter. 

The first thing you should do 
is to go out and check the meter 
reading on your meter. If the 
reading on your bill (which ap¬ 
pears on the left side of your bill 
under the heading of present) is 
larger than the current meter 
reading, call us. Tell us what you 
read on the meter and we will 
adjust the bill. Our meter read¬ 
ers are very accurate. However, 
like anyone else, they can make 
a mistake. Also, check on the 
bill how many days were in this 

FAQ 
billing cycle compared to the 
last bill. One or two days can 
make a difference in the amount 
of the bill. (3514-8) 

If these all check out, then 
you need to re-think what has 
happened in the last month. 
Was there a space heater or air 
conditioning used? Did you 
have company that took more 
showers, do more laundry, cook 
more? Was there electricity in a 
barn or grain bin used? Playing 
detective is the easiest way to 
figure out how those kWh were 
used. Use your meter to keep 
track of your daily usage. Read 
your meter everyday at the 
same time. Also, keep a diary of 
what was done that used elec¬ 
tricity. 

Remember that even though 
you are not home, your refrig¬ 
erator still runs, as does the 
freezer, furnace or furnace 

blower, or hot water heater. 
Many TVs or VCRs continue to 
use electricity even though they 
are not being used. These appli¬ 
ances keep working even in an 
empty house. 

If these steps still do not re¬ 
solve your problem, wait and 
see what happens next month. It 
may drop again. If a bill contin¬ 
ues to have extremely high us¬ 
age, call our office and we can 
check it out. 

Please be careful when you mow 
This is the time of year when 

roadsides and ditches tend to 
get extra attention. Nothing 
looks better than a freshly 
mowed roadside, however, get¬ 
ting it that way can be a danger¬ 
ous job. Mowing can be very 
treacherous. The tall grass and 
weeds can hide animal holes, 
debris from passing cars, or ex¬ 
posed utility cables. Embank¬ 
ments that are normally safe to 

mow can become very slippery 
when the grass is wet. All these 
situations can be contributing 
factors in mowing accidents. 

When you mow, please be 
extra careful. Watch out for guy 
wires. Even though they have a 
very important job to do, they 
do tend to get in the way. Also, 
please try not to bump the poles 
when trimming. Bumping the 
poles decreases the life span of 

the pole, which means it must 
be replaced sooner. 

Anytime a guy wire is dam¬ 
aged or a pole is bumped so it 
is leaning quite a bit, call our 
office and we can come and 
check it out. Our linemen are 
trained to repair or replace 
these items. However, a human 
life is extremely valuable and 
cannot be replaced like wires or 
poles. (4627-55) 

The invention of air conditioning 
Ancient Egyptians, Greeks, 

and Romans used to soak mats 
and hang them over the doors 
of their tents or dwellings. The 
evaporating water cooled the air. 
In the 1500s, artist and scientist 
Leonardo da Vinci built the first 
mechanical fan to circulate air. 
In 1902, Willis Carrier, an Ameri¬ 

can research engineer, devel¬ 
oped the first scientific air condi¬ 
tioning system to clean and 
circulate the air, as well as to 
lower the temperature and hu¬ 
midity. He called his invention 
an “apparatus for treating air”. 
In 1906, the term “air condition¬ 
ing” was coined. (6822-1) 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News.  

I6d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
March 23, 2000 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke, Gronewold, 
Rampley, and Morrison. Absent: 
Newton. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. (6830-19) 

February 2000 had a margin of 
$9,640; total margins for the year 

through February 29, 2000 were 
$34,070; net TIER for the year to 
date was 1.61. 

Renewal of the line of credit 
loan for $750,000 with CFC was 
approved. 

The audit report was approved. 
Early retirements of capital 

credits were approved for the es¬ 
tates of Florine Harrison, Marjorie 
Harrison, and Max and Mildred 
Endsley. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
April 27, 2000 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke, Rampley, 
Morrison, and Newton. Absent: 
Gronewold. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. 

March 2000 had a deficit of 
$5,578.00; total margins for the 
year through March 31,2000, 
were $28,492.00; net TIER for the 
year to date was 1.33. 

The Board approved participa¬ 
tion in CFC’s System Integrity 
Fund. It will be 5 percent but not 
more than $500 of the CFC pa¬ 
tronage capital refund to WIEC for 
fiscal year 2000. 

Welcome new 
members in 

March: 

Alexander, Gary L., Good Hope 
Bolton, Jo Ann, Hamilton 

Bragg, Roy E. & 
Diana L., Gladstone 

Cody, D. Thane, Nauvoo 
Gilpin, Jill, Dallas City 
Graham, Nancy H., 

Farmington, NM 
Martin, Tracy, Blandinsvilie 

Schmidt, Debby, Niota 
Smith, Debbie A., Carthage 

Stevens, Ruth L., Strong hurst 

■ JULY 2000 

The insurance proposal from 
Federated Insurance was ap¬ 
proved and will be renewed for 
two years. 

The Board of Directors June 
meeting will be Tuesday, June 20, 
2000, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
cooperative’s office. 

Early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its were approved for the Bertha 
Cooper Estate and the Boyd 
Deitrich Estate. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) (7819-54-16) 

Welcome new 
members in 

April 

Cagle, Kathy and Harold, 
Stronghurst 

Campbell, Lane, Carthage 
Cichowski, Benjamin M. & Karen 

J., Ft. Madison, I A 
Gronewold, Lori A., West Point 

Huls, Marc R., Hamilton 
Jackson, Michael R., Carthage 
Kalinka, Peter M. & Kathryn E., 

Warrenville 
Menke, Craig, Niota 

Miller, Carrol Wm., Basco 
Neuman, Sharon, Niota 
Palo, Alan R., Carthage 

Peterson, James A., Gladstone 
Stein, Ronald R., Nauvoo 



Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

/ have an outage and have already checked my 
breakers or fuses. They’re okay. What information 
do I need to give when I call in? 

When a member calls in 
for an outage, the map loca¬ 
tion number is the quickest 
way we can find you on our 
system. The map location 
number is in a gray box on 
the lower left-hand corner of 
your bill stub. 

If you can’t find your map 
location number, knowing 
how your bill is addressed 
can be helpful. This is par¬ 
ticularly important in a land¬ 
lord/tenant situation. For 
example, let’s say a service is 

FARM SAFETY 
is no accident! 

Don’t miss the 2nd Farm 
Safety Day, September 16th, 
at Sullivan’s Auction site, 
east of Hamilton on highway 
136. (6834-15) 

in Robert Brown’s name, the 
landlord of the property, but 
the current tenant is Sam 
Smith. The address reads 
Robert Brown in care of Sam 
Smith. When Sam calls in to 
report an outage, he says, 
“I’m Sam Smith and I’m out 
of power.” We have no Sam 
Smith on our records. Trying 
to straighten this out pro¬ 
longs the time it takes to get 
his power restored. 

It also is helpful if a mem¬ 
ber has more than one bill, 
to either know the map loca¬ 
tion number or the service 
address. A service address is 

simply a one or two word de¬ 
scription of what or where 
the service is. An example 
could be - grain bin, well, or 
South Place. It should be 
whatever will help you re¬ 
member which bill is for 
which location. If you cur¬ 
rently receive more than one 
bill and don’t have service 
addresses on the stubs, call 
our office and we can set 
them up. 

The most important thing 
is to remember to call in. 
Don’t assume a neighbor will 
do it, because they may not 
be out of power. (5819-31) 

WELCOME 

Dooley, Michelle, Carthage McAtee, Heather & Brian, Niota 

Flanagan, Steve & Mary, Colchester Nichols, Gladys A., Stronghurst 

Hughes, Michael E., Hamilton Pilkington, Rick G. & Valerie A., Nauvoo 

Jack, David J. & Amanda L, Carman Plowman, Mike & Laura, Hamilton 

KF Properties, Garner, IA Roberts, Adrianne, Lomax 

Kiser, Joseph L., Warsaw Starks, JoDee, Niota 

Inside 
■ WIEC Annual Meeting.       16b-c 
■ Board Meeting & Team's puzzle.....................................     16d 

We Get Our Power From You 

AUGUST 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Western 
tctricalf 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING AUGUST 2000 

WIEC employee and WIEC member, Scott 
Carle, talks with Dennis Pettit, Burnside, 
as he enjoys a Pepsi and a Dilly Bar. 

rnlWas °ne of took advantage 

“Tfiings by l#i 
Department. i\j 

*£*1 ™ Carol 
screenings f 

^members ^ 
^ blood pressure 

iillC°rk C°' Hea,tb 
■Kton™*9'' lpia 

Twenty-three prizes were handed out dur¬ 
ing the meeting. Wayne Rampley, Board 
Member, hands Eugene Thorell, Carthage, 
his grand prize of SI00. 

Member Eli Shirey tells the crowd about the 
upcoming First On Scene-Farm Rescue Day 
that will be held on September 16th at the 
Sullivan Auction site east of Hamilton. Eli also 
thanked WIEC for their past and present sup¬ 
port in helping with the program. He reminded 
listeners that farm safely is no accident. 

Six employees received service awards. 
Ross E. Wear, Board President, congratu 
lates Richard Chockley, area serviceman 
from Stronghurst, as he receives his 30- 
year service award. 

eokuk, was the guest 
message was about he 
nor can be. She also 
mg your own humor ii 

DSS E. Wear presented the 3 state-wide safety awards, 
iduding one for best 3 year Safety Record, to West- 
7i Illinois Electrical Coop. Accepting on behalf of the 
jop. were (l-r) Tommie Long, Becky Dickinson, Tanna 
llefritz, Karmen Metternich, and Donna Cramer. 

Donald McElroy, Sutter, 
holds his prize-a new 
oscillating fan donated 
by Fletcher-Reinhardt oi 
St. Louis. 



WIEC 
Annual Meetinj 

Grand Prize 
Winners 

al Meeting 
♦ ♦ N 4 ♦ » 
^ # 

tn fin? H 9 'S an°ther great way to find humor. Rev. Francis 
Ho/Ion, Plymouth, shares a joke 
with the crowd J 

May we introduce the 2000 Board of Directors of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
(l-r) Thomas Hartzell, WIEC's Attorney; William R. Newton; Jay D. Morrison, Asst. 
Sec./Treas.; Rob Gronewold, Sec./Treas.; Briscoe Menke, Vice President; Ross E. Wear, i 
President; Wayne Rampley; and Haven Vaughn. 

Annual Meeting prizes 

Oonor 

iCl Dion Manager, stands with this group of hapi 
member^ Tftey each won MOO a, Webern noo 

Electrical Coop.'s annual meeting. They are |l r] sni 
Justus Elvaston; Robert Bolton Hamilton, C arabe 

Marshall, Carthage; Paul; andEugeneTho 
Carthage. Also, winning $100 was Keith Neill, 
Carthage. 

Recipient 

West Bend Six Quart Slow Cooker United Utility Supply Ebert & Jones c/o Mark Ebert, Blandinsville 
Document Bag Marine Trust Company Clarence R. Ziegler, Burnside 
Multi-Tester Gem City Electric Ronald Howell, Carthage 
$20 Cash Carolyn Zimmerman Donnie L. Rosenboom, Niota 
Three Beanie Babies Bidders Business Supply Harold A. Herdrich, Dallas City 
Knapsack Sprayer Terry Allen - Pro Source One Mary Scheetz Nauvoo 
Electric Knife Electric Labs And Sales Terry White, Plymouth 
$25 Cash First State Bank Of Western Illinois Lawrence Harrell, Carthage 
Two Coffee Mugs Filled W/Candy First Community Bank Kathryn Hanks, Carthage 
Surge Protector Heintz Electric Rose Mary Rea, Carthage 
Portable Wet/Dry Vac Wesco Quinn Pence, Dallas City 
$50 Cash Quint-Dreyer & Co. Hill Top Farms C/0 Raymond Klinqler, West Point 
Oscillating Fan Fletcher-Reinhardt Doris McElroy, Sutter 
Extension Cord Heintz Electric Elton Holtsclaw, Carthage 
$25 Cash Watts Copy Systems Raymond Klingler, West Point 
Miscellaneous Items Vermeer John F. Siegworth, Lomax 
Miscellaneous Items Vermeer Ross Wear, Carthage 
Explorer Gear Bag Altec Industries Robert White, Carthage 
Grand Prize #1 - $100 Cash WIEC Eugene Thorell, Carthage 
Grand Prize #2 - $100 Cash WIEC Robert L. Bolton, Hamilton 
Grand Prize #3 - $100 Cash WIEC Keith Neill, Carthage 
Grand Prize #4 - $100 Cash WIEC Merlin K. Marshall, Carthage 
Grand Prize #5 - $100 Cash WIEC James E. Justus, Elvaston v 
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Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 

or after hours 
to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 
Carthage 

Briscoe Menke— 

Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold— 
Secretary ^Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison— 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 

Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley—Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News.  

ouT A 
Last Meeting 

Summary of board meetlng- 
May 25, 2000 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Gronewold, Newton, 
Rampley, and Morrison. Ab¬ 
sent: Menke. Also present: 
Dion & Hartzell. 

April 2000 had a margin of 
$17,856; total margins for the 
year through April 30, 2000, 
were $46,348; net TIER for the 
year to date was 1.4031. 

A change to the interrupt¬ 
ible rate was approved to coin¬ 
cide with the peak hours set in 
Soyland’s Wholesale Power 
Rate. 

There will be a change in 
the July meeting date for the 
Board of Directors. The July 
meeting will be on Thursday, 
July 20, 2000, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the cooperative’s office. 

The engineering service 
contract with Allgeier, Martin & 
Associates, Inc. was ap¬ 
proved. 

(Approved minutes are 
available from the WIEC of¬ 
fice. Regular board meetings 
are held on the fourth Thurs¬ 
day of each month at the 
WIEC office.) (8532-58) 

Local Team Puzzle 
G R 1 T S R E H T N A P A N T 
V Y A N K E E S B L U E B O C 
B O 1 T Y A Y E D L L U B H A 
Z 1 P P E R S L S T E K C O R 
R E D N U H T G Y A N E E R D 
M T S L B E R A S N A 1 D N 1 
U Y U M B L U E B O Y S U E N 
S E 1 K S U H J O Y B U C T A 
T K 1 V T E L S S U M N Q S L 
A 1 N D H A G L Z 1 P S C A S 
N 1 S N 1 N H S D T N A P S H 
G H 1 M 1 U S T A O N A L G S 
S T N K A P Y K O R G E L U B 
Y W 1 L D C A T S M B S U S T 
G V B Y 1 K S U H E C D L 1 W 
B 0 M B E R S S R E H T N A P 

Yes, it’s August and school will be beginning in a few short weeks. 
To help get us in the swing of things, we have a puzzle to test your 
knowledge of area teams names. We have given you the town 
and the team name. Your “homework” is to find the team name in 
the puzzle above. Good luck! (8630-53-2) 

CARTHAGE BLUEBOYS CAMP POINT/CENTRAL PANTHERS 

MACOMB BOMBERS SOUTHERN REBELS 

DALLAS CITY BULLDOGS RUSHVILLE ROCKETS 

HAMILTON CARDINALS SOUTHEASTERN SUNS 

LAHARPE EAGLES LAHARPE/ 

BROWN COUNTY HORNETS NORTHWESTERN THUNDER 

NORTHWESTERN HUSKIES NAUVOO/COLUSA VIKINGS 

COLCHESTER INDIANS WARSAW WILDCATS 

MENDON/UNITY MUSTANGS BIGGSVILLE/UNION YANKEES 

ROSEVILLE PANTHERS MONMOUTH ZIPPERS 
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WIEC's offices 
will be closed 

Monday, Sept. 4, 
in observance of 

IABOR DAY 
Farm safety is no accident 
This year’s Farm Rescue 

Day will be held on Satur¬ 
day, September 16th at the 
Sullivan’s Auction Site on 
U.S. Highway 136 east of 
Hamilton, IL. The agriculture 
industry is rapidly diversify¬ 
ing, and the types of acci¬ 
dents that happen are 
changing at the same rapid 
rate. For your safety and 
those that depend on you, 
it pays to learn how to be 
safe. Farm safety is no ac¬ 
cident. 
Scheduled speakers are: 

Max Armstrong - WGN 
Radio Personality - host 
of U.S. Farm Report 
Sponsored by Hancock 
County Banks and Memorial 
Hospital. 

Kyle Finley - Live Line Demo, 
Inc. - Electrical safety program 
that demonstrates live contact 
with 7200 volts. Sponsored by 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Illinois Fire Institute - will 
simulate an LP instructional burn. 

Cindy Gerrard - Pittsfield, IL - 
Farm wife - who has experienced 
first-hand the grief that a farm 
accident brings. Her son was 
killed in a farm-related accident. 

Bruce Liebe - IL State Police 
Drug Enforcement Agency-will 
give workshops on anhydrous 
ammonia. 

Mike Brokaw, - Program Man¬ 
ager of AgrAbility Unlimited - will 
discuss the services that they 
have available to Illinois farmers. 

Bob Aherin - University of Illi¬ 
nois Dept, of Ag Engineering 
Farm Safety Specialist. 

Hancock County 911 
Plus other staged rescues and 

testimonials. 
Activities will begin around 

1:00 p.m. and continue through 
the afternoon and evening. It 
should finish around 8:00 p.m. 

Sly Fox Food Service will have 
lunch and dinner available on the 
grounds. Door prizes and early 
bird prizes will be awarded. 

Come over to Hamilton and 
plan to spend the afternoon. 
The public is invited. All EMS, 
fire, law enforcement, and agri¬ 
business personnel are urged to 
attend. A special invitation goes 
out to all farmers and their fami¬ 
lies. You never know when some¬ 
one will be depending on you. 
(569-28) 

Inside 
■ Harvest Is often a deadly time for midwest farmers ................................................... 16b-c 
■ FAQ and Office closing       I6d 
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Harvest is often a deadly time for midwest farmers 
Here are some scenes from last year's Farm Safety Day... 

by Dr. John Shutske, University of Minnesota Extension Agricultural Safety & Health Specialist 

Safety Day orga¬ 
nizer and para¬ 
medic Eli Shirey 
welcomed the 
crowd and 
thanked them for 
attending. 

For many crop farmers in this part of the 
world, September, October and November 

are among the busiest months of the year. Un¬ 
fortunately, they’re also among the most dan¬ 
gerous. 

Long hours, powerful equipment, and the 
rush to get the crop out of the field accounts 
for some of the risk. Despite strides over the 
last 15 years, farming remains the country’s 
second most deadly occupation, with a death 
rate almost six times higher than the average 
industry in America. 

It’s difficult to prove that fatigue and stress 
directly cause farming deaths and serious inju¬ 
ries. Yet, several studies point to the fact that 
injury rates among farmers (crop and livestock 
producers) increase as hours worked per week 
increase. Why might fatigue be an issue? 

What happens when we get tired? Lots of 
things! 
• Reaction time increases. 
• We have a greater difficulty making quick, 

correct decisions. 
• We may do things in the wrong sequence 

(like not turning off equipment that’s run¬ 
ning BEFORE we dismount to clear a 
clogged part or perform maintenance). 

• We forget key steps and procedures. 
• We lack the time to correctly maintain equipment and 

machines, often leading to costly breakdowns, frustrating 
situations, anger, and more stress! 
Fatigue and stress are probably not the only contributing 

factors. Harvest equipment including combines, tractors, au¬ 
gers, and trucks are all powerful, fast, and unforgiving. 

So, how do we protect ourselves, our 
families, and hired workers from tragedy dur¬ 
ing this busy time? Below are several recom¬ 
mendations that are based on my 15 years of 
experience in working as a safety specialist 
with farmers and rural communities. 
• Make sure that all equipment, including 

machinery and trucks operated on the 
highway are properly lit and marked. 
Combines, tractors, and other imple¬ 
ments must be equipped with a SMV or 
slow moving vehicle emblem. Check 
your local/state laws for more details. 

• Make sure that EVERYONE working on 
the farm has the proper training and abil¬ 
ity to perform their job safely and effec¬ 
tively. Every machine operator should 
be made familiar with operator’s manu¬ 
als, machine controls, maintenance 

Itm 
iim* 

tkmul fcarh hwrn 

WIEC member Mark Burling, representing 
the Beef Association, discussed the farmer's 
viewpoint. He urged the first responders to 
please shut gates behind them when en¬ 
tering a lot or pasture. He also advised them 
to keep their tetanus boosters up to date. 

Auger accidents were staged throughout the day. A straw dummy 
dressed in loose clothing was used to simulate a farmer working 
close to an auger. In no time at all, the dummy's clothing was 
caught, which would mean tragedy in real life. At this year's 
Safety Day, local FFA chapters will present a style show of clothes 
not to wear around farm equipment. 
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practices and emergency 
procedures. 

• Take the time to pack your¬ 
self a decent lunch each 
morning. Your body is not 
much different than the 
equipment you depend on! 
Make sure to get enough 
fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, and low fat meat/ 
dairy products to provide 
you with some needed nu¬ 
tritional balance. Water in¬ 
take is also important. 

• Be especially aware of the 
risk of grain “drowning” this 
year! Right now, there’s a 
huge amount of grain in 
bins from last year’s har¬ 
vest around the country. 
As this year’s harvest 
starts, there will be a lot of 
grain coming AND going. 
Realize that flowing grain 
behaves much like quicksand. It can 
pull you in and suffocate you in a 
matter of a few seconds. Shut off all 
unloading equipment, automatic un¬ 
loading circuits, and other devices 
before entering a bin. Work in pairs. 

• Be aware of where your kids are at all 
times! This is a busy time of the year 
for you, but also for your children. 
Discuss the dan¬ 
gers of farm 
equipment with 
them, and ex¬ 
plain that visibil¬ 
ity around big 
combines and 
trucks is very 
limited. Make 
sure that young 
kids have ad¬ 
equate adult su¬ 
pervision when 
they return from 
school. 

Editor’s note: Unfor¬ 
tunately, this article 
had to be edited to fit 
into our newsletter. You 
can find the entire ar¬ 
ticle at the Farm Safety 
and Information Clear¬ 
inghouse at http:// 
gaia.bae.umn.edu/ 
~fs/ (7614-2) 

Kyle Finley of Live Line Inc. told the crowd many ways to be safe around electric¬ 
ity. He urged everyone to always look away when flipping a switch on a breaker. 
If the breaker or wiring is faulty, it may spark or explode. By looking away, you 
protect your eyes from possible harm. Kyle and Austin Ufkes, son of WIEC 
members Brent and Angie Ufkes, Carthage, posed for a picture while Austin 
modeled the safety equipment that linemen wear, such as special rubber gloves 
and a hard hat. He is holding a hot stick, the tool linemen use to handle 
equipment around live electrical wires. 

Kyle had a special program just for the area fire¬ 
men. He showed them the back of a meter while 
explaining how they work. A common miscon¬ 
ception is that when the meter is pulled from 
the meter base, the electricity is dead, and wires 
are safe to handle. He cautioned them that this 
is not always true. 

The firemen were urged to 
look for a CT or current trans¬ 
former (shown in Kyle's 
hands) at the top of the meter 
pole. The CT will keep the 
electricity flowing even if the 
meter has been pulled. 

Two of last year's speakers. Max Armstrong and Kyle Finley, 
discussed safety issues that face today's farmers during a 
break in the activities. Both men are scheduled to speak at 
this year's event. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

I would like to plant some trees 
around the yard this fall. I won't 
be digging very deep, so I won't 
have to worry about hitting any 
buried underground electric lines, 
right? 

Wrong! Anytime there is dig 
ging to be done, it’s wise 

to know exactly what may be 
down there. Accidentally hitting 
a live electric line not only dis¬ 
rupts electric service; it may also 
be deadly. Some utility compa¬ 
nies place their lines barely un¬ 
der the earth’s surface. 

Call our office and we will be 
happy to come and check it out. 
If there are underground electric 

wires there, we will mark them on 
our side of the meter, as well as 
your side. We do not charge for 
this service. 

You should also call J.U.L.I.E 
@ 1 -800-892-0123. They will call 
all other utilities, such as phone, 
water, natural gas or TV cable, 
so they will be able to mark their 
lines, too. This is also free of 
charge. When requesting a 

JULIE locate, you’ll need to pro¬ 
vide a name, phone number, 
county, township or town, clos¬ 
est town and distance, section 
number, excavation site address, 
nearest cross road and type of 
work that will be done. You will 
need to keep the information 
you receive from the operator 
(called a “locate number”) until 
the work is finished. (857-37) 

Summary of 
Directors present: Wear, 

Vaughn, Gronewold, New¬ 
ton, Rampley, Morrison, and 
Menke. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. (9528-64) 

Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Board Meeting - 
May 2000 had a margin of 

$35,469.00; total margins for the 
year through May 31,2000, were 
$81,817.00; net TIER for the year 
to date was 1.569. 

The NRECA Region Five meet¬ 
ing will be September 19-21 in 
Springfield. 

Atthe AIEC Annual Meeting in 
Springfield on August 3-4, 
Briscoe N. Menke will be the 
Cooperative’s representative and 

June 20, 2000 
Haven D. Vaughn will be the al¬ 
ternate representative. 

The Cooperative’s Director will 
be Briscoe N. Menke and Robert 
M. Gronewold will be the alter¬ 
nate Director for a two year term 
to the AIEC Board of Directors. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are held 
on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at the WIEC office.) 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS: 

Barry, John, Sutter 
Billups, Jaimie A., Plymouth 

Combites, Chane & Dawn, Sutter 
Denison, James K., Ft. Madison, IA 

Ensminger, Todd W. & Natalie S., Stronghurst 
Laffey, J. David & Rebecca, Pekin 

McMinn, Barry L & Christina L, Warsaw 
Sampson, Larry C. & Carrie L, Nauvoo 

Veach, Marge, Bowen 
Webster, Jessica L, Hamilton 
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At this year's Hancock County 4- 
H fair, WIEC sponsored an award for 
the best overall electrical project. This 
year's winner was Mitch Heisler, son 
of WIEC members Mike and Dianne 
Heisler of Warsaw. (8431-7) 

Mitch's project was an outdoor 
shop light that he built over a period 
of three days. He also took his project 
to the Illinois State Fair and received 
a superior rating. 

Congratulations, Mitchl 

Join us for Member Appreciation Day. 
Please help us celebrate Oc¬ 

tober as cooperative month by 
joining us for Member Apprecia¬ 
tion Day on October 25th from 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the 
Carthage office. Come in, pay 
your bill, have a cup of coffee or 
a cool drink, and some cookies 
with us. It’s a great chance to 
visit with cooperative employees 
and have any questions an¬ 
swered. (7710-24) 

By joining WIEC, you became 
a member of a unique organiza¬ 
tion. An electric cooperative is 
different. In fact, there are a lot 
of positive differences between 
receiving electricity from a coop¬ 
erative and receiving it from an 
investor-owned utility (IOU). 

Your electric cooperative is 
non-for-profit and consumer- 
owned, like the local grain el¬ 

evator coop. That means that 
any revenue above expenses 
will be eventually returned to 
you, the member, in the form of 
capital credit payments. Profits 
are not given to faraway stock¬ 
holders or as year-end bonuses 
to the Chairman of the Board as 
with the lOU’s. 

As a member of a coopera¬ 
tive, you have a direct voice in 
the operation of the cooperative. 
You elect the board of directors 
at the annual meeting. The di¬ 
rectors are your neighbors with 
the same cares and concerns as 
you. We have a diverse board 
that represents our diverse 
membership. They bring their 
knowledge and experience to 
the boardroom helping shape 
WIEC and prepare the coop for 
the future. 

Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, is committed to providing 
the best possible service to our 
members at the lowest possible 
cost. During business hours, we 
have a local office that will be 
able to answer your questions 
when there’s a problem with 
your bill or your electrical ser¬ 
vice. After normal business 
hours, WIEC employees still an¬ 
swer the phones just in case 
there’s an outage or an emer¬ 
gency. We feel by handling it 
this way, we can get to the prob¬ 
lem quicker and get your power 
restored sooner. That’s one of 
our goals in providing good cus¬ 
tomer service. 

We hope to see you on the 
25th! 

Inside 
■ Low-Income energy assistance, test your GFCI       16b 
■ Frequently asked questions, new members           16c 
■ Board meeting summary, high propane prices       16d 
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Low income energy assistance 
If you need financial assis¬ 

tance to pay your electric bill, 
you may be eligible to partici¬ 
pate in the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP). The program begins 
on September 1,2000 for 
households that have elderly, 
disabled, or who have been dis¬ 
connected for non-payment. 
Applications for all others will be 
accepted starting November 1, 
2000. Applicants must call for 
an appointment and bring with 
them proof of income for the last 
30 days, their most recent elec¬ 
tric bill and Social Security Num¬ 
ber for all in the household. For 
more details contact the follow¬ 
ing: 

Members in Hancock, 
Henderson and McDonough 
Counties: 
Western Illinois Regional 

Council 
223 S. Randolph 
Macomb IL 61455 
(309) 837- 2997 

Members in Adams County: 
Two Rivers Regional Council 
4th & State 
Quincy, IL 62301 
(217) 224-8171 

In addition, members may also 
find help from: The Salvation 
Army, their Township supervi¬ 
sors, the Veteran’s Administra¬ 
tion and area churches. 

Time for a test 
Ground-fault circuit interrupt¬ 

ers (GFCIs) are great safety de¬ 
vices—if they work properly. You 
don’t want to find out the 
hard way 
that your 
GFCI isn’t 
working 
right, so 
test each 
one 
monthly. 
An easy 
and safe 
way to test 
the outlet is 
to plug in a 
nightlight and 
turn it on. Press the ‘test’ button 
on the outlet. If the light turns 
off, the outlet is fine; if the “re¬ 
set” button pops out but the 
light stays on, the GFCI isn’t 
working. Press the ‘reset’ button 
to return the outlet to normal, 
and then call an electrician right 
away to repair or replace the 
outlet. 

October is 
Cooperative 

Month 
Did you know rural electric cooperatives operate 

nearly half of the electric distribution lines in the 
United States and provide electricity for 34 million 
people—that’s more than one in ten Americans. 

COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 
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FAQ 
My electric water heater is 
acting up? Should I buy a 
new one? 

Well, that depends on what 
the problem is. We have an 
electrician that can come out 
and look at the water heater to 

see what is wrong. We would 
charge a service call and bill for 
any parts needed to repair it. 

If a new water heater is 
needed, we can help there too. 
We sell water heaters to mem¬ 
bers at a reduced rate with free 
installation. (The water heaters 
must be installed in a home or 
business served by WIEC.) The 
price of a 40-gallon unit is $150 
and the price of an 80-gallon 
water heater is $200. If a water 
heater is purchased somewhere 

Worried about high LP 
This past summer, the price 

of gasoline skyrocketed caused 
by a sharp rise in crude oil 
prices. The Energy Information 
Administration predicts that LP 
prices will follow the crude oil 
prices and climb in price over 
the winter heating season. 
Meanwhile, WIEC customers 
have enjoyed a constant price 
for electricity since May 1, 1991, 
with only one change in price 
when the general usage rate 
went down by over a half a cent. 
Those WIEC members who 
have a ground source heat 
pump or other electric heat ac¬ 
tually pay even lower rates for 
the electricity to warm their 
homes. If LP pricing is a con¬ 
cern for you or if your current 
furnace is not as reliable as 
you’d like, maybe a new heating 
system is in your future. If so, 
consider electric heat. It’s clean, 
efficient and without the worry of 
seasonal price fluctuations. 

The most energy efficient 
type is Geothermal. The basic 
theory is that the unit uses 
Mother Earth’s ground tempera¬ 
ture to heat and cool your 
home. Because it works with the 
constant temperature of the 
earth, operating a ground 
source heat pump is dirt-cheap. 
We offer a 6-cent per kWh year 
round rate plus other incentives, 
such as free trenching, or $300 
rebate, or a free water heater. 
This rate applies to heating in 
the winter months as well as air 
conditioning in the summer 
months. Users say that they ex¬ 
perience more consistent com¬ 
fort than they did with 
conventional heating and cool¬ 
ing systems. The units are quiet, 
odor free, and energy efficient. 
Just ask one of the 90 members 
of WIEC who currently use geo¬ 
thermal systems to heat and 
cool their homes. (9612-46-1) 

else, WIEC offers rebates. Call 
our office for more details. 

If you have an electric water 
heater, be sure that the water 
heater credit appears on your 
monthly bill. If the credit isn’t 
there, call our office. All mem¬ 
bers who use an electric water 
heater are eligible. A 2-cent per 
kWh credit is given for usage 
between 500 and 900 kWh. The 
maximum credit is $8.00 per 
month. 

WIEC also has an electric 
heat program for other types of 
electric heat besides Geother¬ 
mal, such as baseboard heat¬ 
ing, electric furnaces, or heat 
pumps. Once the unit meets our 
qualifications, the member will 
be eligible for the 5-cent rate on 
kWh used in the months of Oc¬ 
tober through April. WIEC also 
offers a $300 rebate when the 
new electric heating system is 
installed in a home or business 
installed on our lines. 

Why worry about the market 
price for propane; check into a 
new electric furnace. It’s safe, 
clean, and comfortable. We 
have information available at the 
office including a list of contrac¬ 
tors for you to talk with. WIEC 
members may also apply for fi¬ 
nancing through WIEC when 
new electric heat is installed. 
(Does not apply to new struc¬ 
tures). 

Welcome new members: October is 

Barnett, Heather J. & Ryan R., Hamilton Cooperative 
Gebhardt, Josh, LaHarpe Month 

Lowry, Thomas M., Stronghurst 
Miller, Miranda M., Sutter 

Mounts, Kenneth R., Creve Coeur 
Smith, Larry & Rebecca L., Carthage 

Williams, John R., Carthage 

About thirty percent of 
farmers’ products in the 
U.S. are marketed 
through cooperatives. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 
Carthage 

Briscoe Menke — 
Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 
Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News.   

From 
Our 
Last Meeting 

Summary of board meeting 
July 20, 2000 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Newton, Rampley, 
Morrison, and Menke. Absent: 
Gronewold. Also present: Dion. 

June 2000 had a margin of 
$2,831.00; total margins for the 
year through June 30, 2000, 
were $84,648.00; net TIER for 
the year to date was 1.4839. 

A request has been made by 
Supreme Radio to lease space 
on our tower for an antenna for 
a repeater that provides area 
radio service. The board was in 
favor, but legal and liability as¬ 
pects need to be considered by 
Attorney Hartzell. 

A safety report for the second 
quarter was given to each direc¬ 
tor. (10532-89) 

The minutes of the Annual 
Meeting of Members on June 
22, 2000, were reviewed. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 

Leaf season calls for safety 
The leaves are starting to fall, and chances are you’re get¬ 

ting out the ladder to clean the gutters, using an 
electric blower to gather the leaves off your lawn, 
and taking on other jobs around the home that 
could put you at risk for electric shock. 

Be careful how you carry that lad¬ 
der! If you lift it up in the 
wrong place, you could 
brush overhead power 
lines-and give yourself a 
serious shock. Once the 
ladder is up and in 
place, take care as you 
clean the gutters, and give 
overhead lines a wide berth. Always be aware of where the lines 
are, and avoid them. 

Electric leaf blowers and vacuums are great tools, but like all 
tools, they must be used with care. If your blower has a cord, be 
sure you use the appropriate extension cord with it. 
Sources: Various 

Wilbur and Norma Mixer 
They found their map location number in the August is¬ 

sue of the WIEC News and received a $10 bill credit on 
their August bill! 
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Representatives of Western Illinois 
Electric Coop. (WIEC), Carthage, 
were on hand when State Repre¬ 

sentative Art Tenhouse (R-96J, 

spoke September 20 during the 

National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association's (NRECA) Region V 
Regional Meeting, held in Spring- 

field. Tenhouse urged cooperative members to get involved politically, saying that rural citizens can bring a 

unique perspective and have a real impact on peoples' daily lives, claiming that state representatives "are only 
as good as the information we are provided." From left are: Tenhouse, directors Haven Vaughn of Lomax, 

William Newton of Burnside and WIEC manager Paul Dion of Carthage. 

WIEC directors 
hear Tenhouse 

speak 

Students urged to apply for IEC Memorial Scholarship 
Western Illinois Electrical 

Coop manager, Paul M. Dion, 
has announced that for the fifth 
consecutive year the Illinois 
electric cooperatives will award 
$1,000 academic scholarships 
to high school seniors. The 
three scholarships are being 
awarded through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) Me¬ 
morial Scholarship Program. 
Because of the scholarship 
program’s success, an extra 
scholarship was added last year 
for children of cooperative mem- 
bers 6818-51 

High school seniors pursuing 
a college education in the state 
of Illinois are eligible to partici¬ 
pate in the program. Two of the 
three scholarships will be 
awarded to the child of an elec¬ 
tric cooperative member. The 

Inside 
i Solutions from Stronghuret 
■ Board notes, WIEC website, 

other $1,000 award will go to 
the child of an electric coopera¬ 
tive director or employee. 
Deadline for applications to be 
returned to the cooperative is 
January 1, 2001. 

“The purpose of the scholar¬ 
ship program is to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honor¬ 
ing past rural electric leaders 
through memorial gifts,” Dion 
said. “Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, and the other Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives want to make a 
difference in their communities. 
One of the best ways we can do 
that is by lending a hand to our 
youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, 
college entrance exam scores, 
work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a 

short essay that demonstrates 
their knowledge of electric co¬ 
operatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship program was established in 
1994 by the board of directors 
of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. For fur¬ 
ther information on the IEC Me¬ 
morial Scholarship Program, 
contact Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop, at 217-357-3125, or 
ask your high school guidance 
counselor. 

16b 
16d 

We Get Our Power From You 

NOVEMBER 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Stronghurst firm deals in solutions to problems 
Kim Gullberg is pictured with 
one of his company's 

poducts. 

If a person is savvy, he or she will pause occasionally and 
ask, “Why?” A good look at a situation may enable them to 
think of a way to make things better. Kim Gullberg of rural 
Stronghurst did just that a few years ago. He had a factory in 
a deteriorating Chicago neighborhood, and he had com¬ 
muted to it for years from his western Illinois home. 

“The factory had been built in Chicago just before World 
War II to wax and de-wax aircraft parts for the booming air¬ 
craft industry,” he says, “and it had been there ever since. The 
building was going downhill, and so was the neighborhood. It 
was embarrassing to have prospective customers come to 
the place. One day I looked up and asked myself, ‘Why am I doing 
this?’” (4829-41) 

He reflected that the plant, 
which had long since lost its 
aviation clientele, could be lo¬ 
cated virtually anywhere, and 
still do a booming business. 

“I decided to move it back 
here,” he says, “because I be¬ 
lieve that ag-based areas pro¬ 
vide a source of people who are 
well-qualified for manufacturing, 
and who have an unbeatable 
work ethic.” He moved the busi¬ 
ness to Stronghurst, and onto 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 
lines. 

The firm, the D.C. Cooper 
Corporation, had stuck pretty 
much to its business of making 
machines to apply waxes and others to remove oils and waxes. 

“Any time you drill holes in metal, or tap those holes, or do any 
machine work,” Kim says, “you need to apply oil, and some of our 
equipment is designed to remove those oils. For the most part, we 
design and build machines that use a combination of hot water, 
soaps and agitation to clean parts, instead of relying on harsh sol¬ 
vents. With good machinery and the proper technique, you can 
clean parts just as well, and you avoid the hazardous materials and 
pollution problems you have with some solvents. It gives a cleaner, 
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Mervin Ross drills a hole in a unitin 

the early stages of production. 

D.C. Cooper employee Jon Riley 

assembles a unit. 



neater, process.” 
Kim notes that D.C. Cooper does business with the people 

who make Kohler faucets, Procter-Silex and Caterpillar, among 
others. 

He got into the business, he says, through a brother who 
represented the firm, which was struggling. Cooper, the 
founder, had died, and the organization had passed through 
several hands. Nobody was making much progress in turning 
it around. With some engineering skills and some business 
courses in college, Kim went to work there. 

“They thought they had a production problem, but they re¬ 
ally had a sales and engineering problem, and I set out to help 
them solve both of them. As I became more and more profi¬ 
cient, I got opportunities to trade sweat equity for stock, and I 
did. (7815-18) 

“While we do a lot of fabrication here,” he emphasizes, 
“we’re really in the problem-solving business. We had a com¬ 
pany that bottles whiskey come to us with a problem involving 
applying melted wax to the necks of their bottles. We solved it 
for them. You can’t just 
offer what you offered 
last week. You have to 
help your customers 
solve problems. Our wax 
application process is 
used by Dunkin’ Donuts 
and Tyson, the chicken 
people, to coat their 
boxes.” 

While many equate 
rural with backward, D.C. 
Cooper dispels that no¬ 
tion in a hurry, using the 
latest in computer-aided 
design (CAD), to design 
equipment. 

”We use CAD as a 
tool, much as you’d use 
a wrench. It enables us 
to go beyond the 
wrench. We can pull up 
systems we’ve used be¬ 
fore, do a little brainstorming, and make modifications. We can also 
demonstrate our idea to a prospective customer. There’s a real ad¬ 
vantage to that, because if you get the order, you already have the 
drawing, he says.” 

Kim notes that his firm can solve a lot of problems for those who 
need wax applied just so, and for those who need things cleaned. 
“We use the finest in pumps and motors,” he adds, “and our engi¬ 
neering and fabrication skills are excellent. We use either mild steel 
or stainless, depending on what the customer needs.” 

The Stronghurst firm is one that has managed to relocate all the 
supposed benefits of an urban location with the proven benefits of a 
rural location. 

The D.C. Cooper Corporation is located at Junction 116 & 94, in 
Stronghurst. Those wanting to contact them can write to RO. Box 
210, Stronghurst, IL 61480, or phone them at (309) 924-1941. Their 
fax number is (309) 924-1945. 

Karl Gullberg welds a piece. 

There's a need to communicate 
with customers and suppliers. Here, 
Joe Huffman fields a call. 

WIEC 
will be closed 

November 10th in 
observance of 
Veteran's Day 

November 23rd in 
observance of 
Thanksgiving 
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Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop. 
524 North Madison 

P.O. Box 338 
Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Briscoe Menke — 

Vice President, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 

Secretary/Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 

Assistant Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Niota 

William R. Newton — 

Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 

Sutter 

Haven Vaughn — Director, 

Lomax 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News.  

ouT 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting - 
August 24, 2000 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Newton, Rampley, 
Morrison, Menke, and 
Gronewold. Also present: Dion 
& Hartzell. (3926-57) 

July 2000 had a margin of 
$60,406.00; total margins for the 
year through July 31,2000, 
were $145,054.00; net TIER for 
the year to date was 1.6998. 

A website proposal demon¬ 
stration was reviewed. It was 
the consensus of the board to 

In case you haven’t heard, 
WIEC is on the Internet. Our ad¬ 
dress is wiec.net. 

Visit our webpage to find in¬ 
formation about your coopera¬ 
tive, such as rates, programs, or 
current happenings. There are 
also convenient links with topics 
from area weather radar to en- 

approve a website. 
A lease agreement with Su¬ 

preme Radio Communications 
for tower space was signed and 
the antenna has been placed 
thereon by Supreme Radio. 

William R. Newton will be the 
Cooperative’s delegate and Ha¬ 
ven D. Vaughn will be the 
Cooperative’s alternate repre¬ 
sentative to the Federated Rural 
Electric Insurance Meeting at 
the Region Five Meeting on 
September 20th in Springfield. 

Early retirement of capital 
credits to the Estate of Julius 
Pettit was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC office.) 

ergy conservation. Be sure to 
visit often the What’s New sec¬ 
tion will change. You never 
know, we may even have a con¬ 
test for our webpage visitors 
where the lucky winner(s) will 
receive credits on their next 
electric bill. 

Welcome new members: 
Berg, Jason, Basco 

Boyer, Alfred D., Nauvoo 
Broukal, Richard & Cynthia J., Warsaw 

Carle, John E., Dallas City 
Clouse, Susan M., Niota 

Dees, Christopher Brian, Nauvoo 
Hasek, Sarah, Hamilton 

Huffman, Earl & Teresa, Niota 
Humphries, Larry L. & Diane L., Nauvoo 

JTG Inc. - Peacock Inn, Carthage 
Laffey, Tim & Patricia, Plano, TX 

Mediacom, Chillicothe 
Neff, Charles E., Stronghurst 

Palmer, Matt & Amanda, Blandinsville 
Verizon Wireless, Peoria 

Waggoner Creek 3D, Nauvoo 
White, Randy A. & Vickie S., Hamilton 

Yeakey, Jeremy, Carman 

Check out wiec.net - WIEC's 
new website! 
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Our offices will close at noon on 
Friday, December 22nd and re¬ 
open December 26th for the 

Christmas Holiday. WIEC’s of¬ 
fices will also close at noon on 

Friday, December 29th and re¬ 
open on Tuesday, January 2nd. 

SEASONS GREEUNCS 

The board of Directors and employees of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 

would like to wish all our members a very, 
Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New Years. 

We Get Our Power From You 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

I have thought about signing up for 
your ACH program, but my neighbor 
told me that my bank would charge 
me for It. Is that true? 

As of yet, we have not heard 
of any bank charging for this ser¬ 
vice. For all of our 120 members 
who currently use ACH, it’s free. 
But did you know that it could 
also save you money? Just con¬ 

sider the price of a check, the 
cost of a stamp and any late 
charges that might be incurred 
in case of a bill being acciden¬ 
tally forgotten or mislaid. 

It’s so simple to enroll, you 
just need to sign a form and send 
along a deposit slip from your 
bank. We do the rest. Call our 
office for more details. 3529-64 

Here's ten great reasons to give a WIEC gift 
Certificate this Holiday Season 

10. You won’t have to worry about keeping those pesky receipts. 
9. You won’t have to find a box to wrap it in or even wrap it. (Remember the year you tried to 

wrap a windmill yard ornament?) 
8. You decide on the amount of the certificate. Give as little or much as vou want. 
7. You won’t have to fight the crowds to get the perfect gift. Just come into our office, we’ll 

take care it from there. 
6. It won’t matter if someone else gives them a WIEC gift certificate! It will just make it a Merrier 

Christmas! 
5. You won’t have to guess sizes. WIEC gift certificates always fit! 
4. You won’t have to worry about returning it just because Aunt Rose is allergic to it. 
3. One stop shopping - wouldn’t everyone on your list like a WIEC gift certificate? 
2. No dealing with hassled sales clerks - we’re always happy to see you. 
1. It’s so easy and appreciated! 

WIEC gift certificates come in any denomination. We’ll even give you a certificate to place 
under the tree. Stop in or call our office for more details. 

Safety tips for the Holidays 
As the holidays approach, the 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission urges people to 
look for and eliminate potential 
danger spots from holiday lights 
and decorations that could result 
in fires or injuries. 
To ensure your holiday is safe 
and happy, CPSC recommends 
the following: 

Trees: 
• When purchasing an artificial 

tree, look for a label indi¬ 
cating that it is “fire resis- 

^ tant.” 
When purchasing 

a live tree, check 
for freshness, evi¬ 
denced by needles 

that are hard to pull 

from branches, and a trunk 
butt that is sticky with resin. 

• When setting up your tree, 
place it away from fireplaces 
and radiators and keep the 
stand filled with water. 

• Use only non-combustible or 
flame-resistant materials to 
trim a tree. 

• Never use lighted candles on 
a tree or near other evergreens. 

Lights: 
• Use only lights that have 

been tested for safety by a 
recognized testing labora¬ 
tory. 

• Check each set of lights for 
broken or cracked sockets, 
frayed or bare wires, or 
loose connections and dis¬ 

card damaged 
sets. 
Use no more 
than three 
standard-size 
sets of lights rJT 
per single extension cord. 
Do not use electric lights on 
a metallic tree, as the tree 
may become charged with 
electricity from faulty lights. 
Fasten outdoor lights to 
trees, house walls or other 
supports to protect them 
from wind damage. 
Use insulated staples or spe¬ 
cial hooks available at hard¬ 
ware stores. 
Turn off all lights when you 
go to bed or leave the 
house. 4418-5 
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’Twas the night before Christmas and at the North Pole, 

the last-minute planning was taking its toll. 

As Santa was hastily making a scheme 
for the placement of deer in his sleigh-pulling team, 

the good Mrs. Claus was crocheting bright bows 
to be worn by these reindeer - four bucks and four does. 

The bows were colored in eight festive hues: 
ocher, rose, cerise, chartreuse, maroon, magenta, white, and blue. 

These helped Santa keep track of who’s who. 
The deer pulled the toy-laden sleigh in four rows, 

arranged so no row held two bucks or two does. 
The order of pullers was changed year by year, 

for Santa was thoroughly fair with his deer. 

He summoned the elves and instructed them thus: 

“Let’s hitch up the reindeer with minimum fuss.” 

The bow on the buck behind Dasher is white, 

while Blitzen, a doe, sees cerise to her right. 
The blue bow is nearer the sleigh than is Dancer, 
but nearer the front of my team than is Prancer. 
The doe in chartreuse gets a front-of-team honor, 

but not on the same side as Cupid or Donner in blue. 
Now, Comet stands two spots ahead of the rose. 
And three deer of four on the right side are does. 

The cerise bow is worn two in back of maroon, 
one of which is beside the bright ocher festoon. 

Vixen is girlish and behind Dancer. 

Oh, Cupid in white is in front of a buck by the way. 

That’s how they line up for pulling the sleigh. 

Can you figure out where each deer fits in? 
Who’s a buck? Who’s a doe? Who’s Comet? 
Who’s Cupid? Where are Donner and Blitzen? 
Who’s Dasher? Who’s Dancer? Where are Vixen 
and Prancer? With logical thought, you’ll deter¬ 
mine the answer and write down the color and 
place for each deer. 

asuao ui (yonq) jsouejd ‘iqBu MOJ minoj • 
Jdqoo ui (aop) uazj//e ‘yai MOJ qpnoj . 

asoj ui (aop) uax//\ ‘;qBu MOJ pj\m . 
aniq w faonq) jauuoa ‘ua\ MOJ pjiq± . 

uoojeui uj (aop) jaoueQ ‘iqBu MOJ puooas • 
ayqM w (yonq) p\dno ‘uai MOJ puooas • 

asnajpeqo u\ (aop) tauioj ‘iqBu MOJ IUOJJ • 
eiuaBeui ui (yonq) jaqseQ ‘ua\ MOJ IUOJJ . 

:xoe ja/v\su\/ 
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Coin' south 
for the 
winter? 

If you’re planning on 
leaving the snow and 
cold behind this winter, 
please let our office 
know. We will need your 
new address to make 
sure that you get your 
electric bill sent to you in 
a timely manner. WIEC 
can also arrange your 
enrollment in our ACH 
program. That will allow 
your bill to be paid with¬ 
out having the hassle of 
dealing with the mail or 
interrupting your vaca¬ 
tion time. 

ST 
Last Meeting 

Summary of board meeting 
September 28,2000 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Rampley, Morrison, 
Menke, and Gronewold. Absent: 
Newton. Also present: Dion & 
Hartzell. 

August 2000 had a margin of 
$117,810.00; total margins for the 

year through August 31,2000, 
were $262,879.00; net TIER for the 
year to date was 2.1029. 
The Board of Directors meeting 
for November, 2000, will be No¬ 
vember 28, 2000, at 7:00 p.m. 

Early payment of capital credits 
were approved for the Estate of 
Clarence Neff, the Estate of Jim H. 
Jones, and the Estate of John L. 
Evans. 

An ERC loan for Allen Berry for 
GSHP was approved. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 862-21 

Emergency preparedness 
Every year at Christ- > 

mas time, we hear on J|j|A 
the news where fami- 
lies have lost every- A 
thing due to a fire, r Af 
If afire should \ V % 
strike your home, 
are you ready? You ^ ^ 
and your family should have a 
safety routine that you’ve prac¬ 
ticed. You should have fire ex¬ 
tinguishers rated for all types of 
fires, including electrical fires, 
easily accessible on every floor 
of your home. Everyone should 
know how to safely exit the 
house in case of fire. You 
should keep your smoke detec¬ 
tors working, checking, and 
changing the batteries on a 
regular schedule. 

But here’s a very simple fac¬ 
tor that you may not have con¬ 
sidered. If you or anyone in your 
family regularly uses eyeglasses, 
hearing aids, a cane, or other 
assistance device, it should be 
immediately available. When 
you go to bed at night, make 
sure glasses and hearing aids 
are within arm’s reach, so you 
won’t have to stumble out into a 
dangerous situation without be¬ 
ing able to see, hear or move as 
well as possible. 

The bottom line is to be pre¬ 
pared in case of an emergency. 
The best way to do that is to 
plan ahead. 

Source: National Electrical 
Safety Foundation 
(www.nesf.org). 8628-41 

Welcome new members: 
Crawford, Joe, Stronghurst 
Jarvis, Michael W., Niota 

Larenson, David E., West Point 
Lelm, Wallace A. & Janet L, Washington, IL 

Marshall, Richard W. & Tiffany L, Niota 
Nine, Pat, Niota 

Shumate, Tim, Basco 
Tate, Justin, Niota 

Tripp, L. James Jr. & Dana, Niota 

For more info about your cooperative, 
check out www.wiec.net. 
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