
A primer on 

heating systems 
It’s the middle of winter, 

and your home heating 
system is: a) worn out and 

barely going to make it until 
spring; b) inefficient; c) inad¬ 
equate and you’re freezing. 
You figure that with your tax 
refund next spring you’ll be 
able to do something about 
your system. 

ELECTRIC HEATING 
Electric heating systems 

may be resistance heating 
systems or heat pumps. Elec¬ 
tric resistance heating works 
by converting electric current 
directly into heat. Electric 
heat pumps, however, operate 
on a completely different 
principle. They use electric¬ 
ity to move heat from one lo¬ 
cation to another, much in the 
same way that a refrigerator’s 
cooling system moves heat 
from inside the box to outside 
the box. 

A heat pump does the 
same thing for a house and 
can be reversed so that heat 
is moved into the house in the 
winter and out in the sum¬ 
mer. As a result, because heat 
pumps use electricity to move 
heat rather than to generate 
it, they can deliver more en¬ 
ergy to a home than they con¬ 
sume. 

PROGRAMMABLE 
THERMOSTATS 

A programmable thermo¬ 
stat can reduce your heating 
cooling bills by up to 30 per¬ 
cent. It’s simple: you can pro¬ 
gram the thermostat to higher 
or lower levels (depending on 
the time of year) when you are 
not home, so you don’t waste 
energy. 

But you don’t feel 
comfortable calling a 
contractor or retailer be¬ 
cause you don’t know 
anything about heating 
systems beyond where 
yours is located. Before 
you call the experts, take a few 
minutes and review some basics 
about home heating systems. 

SIZING YOUR HEATING 
SYSTEM  

Many existing systems are 
oversized — sometimes by a 
factor of two or three. Over¬ 
sized systems do not operate 
at peak efficiency and can 
cost more to purchase, oper¬ 
ate and maintain. 

To be most efficient, your 
heating system should be 
able to keep your home at 70 
degrees Fahrenheit on the 
coldest day of the year. In ad¬ 
dition, your new system 
should not exceed your peak 
hourly heating demand by 
more than 25 percent. 

GAS AND OIL HEATING 
SYSTEMS  

Gas and oil heating sys¬ 
tems may be furnaces or boil¬ 
ers. Furnaces heat air that is 
circulated throughout the 
house by ducts. Boilers heat 
water or steam that circulates 
through pipes to radiators or 
baseboards. Some hot water 
systems circulate water 
through plastic tubing in the 
floor, called radiant floor heat¬ 
ing. 
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For more inform; 
tion about ho 
heating syste] 

call your local elect] 
cooperative. Your frien^ 
there will be happy 
provide you with infc 
mation and suggest wa] 
that you can maximij 
energy efficiency - 
save money, too. 

Source: Center for Renewable 
Energy and Sustainable Technolc 

ZONING 
This means dividing your 

home into areas with common 
heating and cooling require¬ 
ments, with each zone being 
controlled by its own thermo¬ 
stat. Zoning can make your 
home more comfortable and 
save you money. You can heat 
or cool different portions of 
your house depending on 
whether you are using them. 
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The New Marathon Water Heater 

TURN IT ON. LEAVE IT ON. 
FOR GOOD. 

• Plastic tank has “Lifetime” Warranty 
• Highest Energy Efficiency Rating 
• Designed for Easy Installation 

Manthnn 
M w iMff MMI ft 

Here for Goodr 

Available in 50-gallon 
and 75-gallon capacity! 

Water heater prices and rebates for RECC members: 
50-gallon Marathon — $450 

• $50 rebate when replacing an electric water heater 
• $200 purchase price for new homes or when converting from gas water heater 

75-gallon Marathon — $525 
• $50 rebate when replacing an electric water heater 
• $275 purchase price for new homes or when converting from gas water heater 

Don’t forget our rebates on electric heating systems! 

• Geothermal systems — $250/ton 
• Air Source heat pumps — $200/ton 
• Resistance heat — $30/kw 
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Average household energy consumption has declined c 
by 27 percent since 1978 

Average energy consumption per household 
dropped by 27 percent between 1978 and 1997 
while the number of US. households increased by 
33 percent, resulting in no change in total on-site 
residential energy consumption over that 20-year 
period. That’s the conclusion of a report from the 
Energy Information Administration (EIA), present¬ 
ing the results of the tenth Residential Energy Con¬ 
sumption Survey. Since 1978, the EIA has collected 
information on household energy consumption, 
energy expenditures, and energy-related household 
characteristics. 

The decrease in per-household energy consump¬ 
tion is all the more remarkable considering that 
the size of U.S. housing units has increased mark¬ 
edly in the past two decades. The percentage of 
homes with six or more rooms increased from 41 
percent in 1978 to 49 percent in 1997. 

Other highlights from A Look at Residential 
Energy Consumption in 1997 include: 

The average household spent $1,338 for energy 
in 1997. Total annual energy expenditures per 
household were highest in the Northeast ($1,644) 
and lowest in the West ($1,014). 

Electricity accounted for 35 percent of all the 
energy consumed in U.S. households in 1997 com¬ 
pared to 23 percent in 1978. Over the same period, 
fuel oil and kerosene, as a percentage of total en¬ 

ergy consumption decreased from 21 percent in 
1978 to 10 percent in 1997. The share of natural 
gas and propane remained unchanged. 

Space heating, which accounted for two-thirds 
of the total energy consumed in U.S. households in 
1978, accounted for only half in 1997. At the same 
time the proportion of energy consumed to operate 
appliances, including lights, increased from 17 per¬ 
cent to 27 percent. 

Much of the increase in energy consumption for 
operating electrical appliances is due to their pro¬ 
liferation in the typical American household. Be¬ 
tween 1978 and 1997, the percent of households 
using a microwave oven climbed from 8 to 83 per¬ 
cent; dishwashers went from 35 to 50 percent; and 
personal computers went from non-existent to 35 
percent. 

Movement of the U.S. population over the last 
several decades is clearly reflected in the age of 
housing units in 1997 by geographic area. In the 
South, 36 percent of the housing units were built 
after 1980 and in the West, 27 percent were built 
after 1980. In the Northeast and Midwest only about 
18 to 20 percent of all housing units were built af¬ 
ter 1980. About 30 to 32 percent of housing units 
in the Northeast and Midwest and only 9 percent of 
the housing units in the South and West were built 
before 1940. 

Appliances used in U.S. homes 
90 1  

80 

Microwave Oven Dishwaher Freezer Clothes Washer Clothes Dryer Water Bed 
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Its family, its community, 
its rural America. 

No matter which Main Street you cross in 

rural America, you always sense that it has a 

special quality. It’s not just the 

smog-free air. Nor is it the way the 

ham tastes richer in your mouth at 

the local diner. It's not even the way 

sunlight penetrates beyond the 

buildings to dance on the flower beds in front 

of the town hall. No, you can definitely tell you 

are on Main Street, U.S.A. by the way people 

share a sense of community and family. It’s the 

way people look you in the eye and ask about 

your day. It’s community. It’s rural America. 

We’re your hometown 
electric cooperative, 
proud to take part in 

making your community 
a better place to live. 

QG 



Your Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative AUBURN, ILLINOIS • 217-438-6197 

Power 
Quality Plus 

protects 
your 

appliances 

POWER 
QUALITY 

PLUS 
protection 
for your 

appliances and 
electronics! 

RECC offers you protection for 
your home appliances and 
electronic equipment, from 

damage caused by spikes and surges 
that can hit any time, but especially 
during the spring storm season. The 
Power Quality Plus program gives 
you two-stage protection, to stop 
both the big power spikes that can 
be caused by lightning or storm 
damage to electric lines, and smaller 
spikes that may originate in your 
own home. 

Our easy lease program gives 
you one surge suppressor at the 
meter or main panel, and another 
to plug in for your sensitive electron¬ 
ics like a computer, TV/VCR, or 
phone answering machine. The cost 
is just $4.95 a month! Additional 
plug-in strips can be purchased if 
needed to protect more electronic 
devices. 

Call us today to sign up for this 
home protection system — don't 
wait until it’s too late to stop that 
lightning surge or voltage spike! 

Power strips at the site of 
sensitive appliances 
provide a secomL-^t=^ 
buffer against 
any spikes that MM 
may harm your 
electronics. ISiS 

Board of Directors: Jimmy Ayers, John Beatty, Ted Dowson, Cassie L. Eigenmann, David Lewis, 
Lee Marten, Melvin Repscher, David White, and Lyle Yeaman • President/CEO: David Stuva 
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Roveys 
rebuild after 

1999 tornado 
June 1, 1999 is a day Glenn 

Rovey will never forget. An 

early-evening tornado ripped 

through the countryside south of 

Waggoner, tearing his farm home off 

the foundation while spewing its 

contents across the adjacent fields. 

And Glenn was in the house at the 

time. 

Fortunately, Glenn saw the 

twister coming and took refuge un¬ 

der a stairwell. It provided enough 

protection to leave him unharmed, 

although neighbors had to cut their 

way through the shattered wall sec¬ 

tions to get him out. Glenn’s wife, 

Kathy, was not at home when the 

tornado struck. 

Besides destroying the house, 

the tornado blew away a machine 

shed, sent one grain bin through the 

fields and ruined three others, tore 

up the trees in the yard and wind- 

Rural Electric 
Convenience 
Cooperative Co. 

Your Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

3973 W. State Route 104 
PO. Box 19 

Auburn, Illinois 62615 
(217) 438-6197 
(800) 245-7322 

Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Web address: www.recc.org 

Editor: Dana Smith 

break, and left gar¬ 

bage strewn across 

the corn and bean 

fields in the storm’s 

path. The next morn¬ 

ing, though, family, 

friends and neigh¬ 

bors were on the 

farmstead helping to 

pick up the pieces 

and start the long re¬ 

building process. 

“We couldn’t 

have ever cleaned it 

all up without so much help,” says 

Kathy. “There were people here we 

didn’t even know. The Raymond 

Lincolnwood FFA students went 

through the fields 

with 4-wheelers and 

picked up load after 

load of trash.” 

In February, 
Glen and Kathy 

moved into a new 

farm home, almost 

in the old house’s 

spot, that will help 

erase the memory of 

the awful mess just a 

few months earlier. 

The new single-story 

home includes just 

over 2,000 square 

feet, plus a basement 

and a bonus room 

over the garage. (A perfect spot for 

Kathy to work on her sewing 

projects.) 

The new home was built by L & 

N Construction of Auburn, with 

porches in both the front and back, 

a vaulted living room ceiling and a 

barrel ceiling in the entry that 

complements the arched openings 

to the dining and living rooms. A 

large breakfast nook 

off the kitchen pro¬ 

vides a great view of 

the fields behind the 

house, and what will 

some day be an at¬ 

tractive lawn once 

again. 

The heating and 

cooling are provided 

by a super-efficient 

geothermal system, 

with vertical loops 

supplying energy for 

the home. Weidner Refrigeration 

and Heating of Pawnee installed the 

5-ton Trane geothermal unit, which 

has a two-speed operation and a 

variable-speed 

blower fan. “It’s re¬ 

ally a quiet system, 

but I’m starting to fig¬ 

ure out when it’s run- 
ning at different 

speeds,” says Glenn. 

The geothermal sys¬ 

tem is also tied to the 

long-life Marathon 

water heater which 

the Roveys bought 

through RECC, and 

adds its efficiency to 

much of the hot wa¬ 

ter requirements of 

the home. 

After 30 years on 

the family farmstead, Glen and Kathy 

are very happy to stay in the rural 

Waggoner area. They will certainly 

enjoy their new home and the com¬ 

fort it will provide for years to come. 

They just didn't think it would ever 

come about the way it did. And 

they’ll absolutely never forget the 

way it started on that early summer 

evening. 

Kathy and Glenn Rovey 
rebuilt on their farmstead 
after a tornado destroyed 
their old home on June 1 
last year. 

The Roveys' 

2,000-square foot 

home is heated 

and cooled by a 

5-ton Trane 

geothremal 

system, with five 

vertical loops in 

the back yard. 
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The New Marathon Water Heater 

TURN IT ON. LEAVE IT ON. 
FOR GOOD. 

• Plastic tank has “Lifetime” Warranty 
• Highest Energy Efficiency Rating 
• Designed for Easy Installation 

Marathnn 
M w KM* m 

Here for Good? 
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Too-hot 
tap water 
can scald 
instantly 

Did you know that tapwater 
that’s too hot can burn your 
skin in just a second? In fact, just dip¬ 

ping your foot in 160-degree bath water can 
cause second- and third-degree burns in¬ 
stantly — and 140-degree water burns in 
only one-and-one-half to five seconds. At 
greatest risk are children, the elderly and 
people with disabilities. 

You can avoid painful accidents by ad¬ 
justing the thermostat on your water heater 
to 120 degrees, which is the “low” or “warm” 
setting on many models. 

Here’s how to test your water tempera¬ 
ture: Run the hot water tap for several min¬ 
utes and then fill a container with hot water. 

Dip a thermometer that measures at least 
150 degrees — a candy or deep-fry ther¬ 

mometer works great — into the container to get a re¬ 
liable reading. (Don’t use an inexpensive air-tempera¬ 
ture thermometer that could burst if the water is more 
than 120 degrees). 

Always check your owner’s manual before adjust¬ 
ing your water heater. In most cases, to adjust the tem¬ 
perature on an electric water heater, all you need to do 
is shut off the electricity to the unit and remove the 
cover plate to expose the thermostat. Most electric water 
heaters have an upper and a lower heating element, 
with a thermostat for each element. 

A knob or a slot for a screwdriver makes changing 
the temperature easy — but if you’re not sure what to 
do, call a plumber or the RECC member service de¬ 
partment for help. Check the temperature at the sink 
again a little while after changing the thermostat set¬ 
tings. 

Most accidents involving too-hot tap water are pre¬ 
ventable. Follow this safety checklist: 

• When you run a bath or shower for a child or 
elderly person, test the water yourself before allowing 
anyone to get into the water. Comfortable water tem¬ 
peratures range between 95 and 100 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit. 

• Ask your plumber to install anti-scalding devices 
on your taps and shower heads. 

• Never leave children unattended in the tub or 
sink. 

Workers from Midwest Garage Door Company install one of the new 
insulated steel doors in the co-op’s truck warehouse. 

RECC 
warehouse 

doors 
upgraded 

Eleven overhead doors in the 
cooperative’s main warehouse 
have been upgraded over the 

past year, with the last work com¬ 
pleted in February by Midwest Ga¬ 
rage Door Company of Pawnee. All 
the doors were converted from fi¬ 
berglass panels to stronger steel 
doors that are also insulated. In ad¬ 
dition to keeping the warehouse 
warmer in the winter, the new doors 
present a better appearance to mo¬ 
torists passing RECC’s office on 
Highway 104 east of Auburn. 

As part of the door installations, 
five openings were raised to a height 
of 14 feet, compared to the original 
eight- and ten-foot doors. “Our line 

trucks today are much bigger than 
the older models,” says Lou Delaby 
Manager of Operations and Mainte¬ 
nance. “With bucket arms up to 55 
feet long, and many accessories car¬ 
ried on the trucks, they just don’t 

fit into the spaces as they were de¬ 
signed 30 years ago in the ware¬ 
house. The new doors give us more 
clearance, and should accommodate 
any new vehicles we might need to 
purchase in the next several years.” 
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Your Touchstone Energy'Cooperative AUBURN, ILLINOIS • 217-438-6197 

REMEMBER YOUR ANNUAL MEETING! 
Make plans to attend your cooperative’s Annual Meeting, June 8 

at the Kincaid KC Hall! 

5:00-6:45 p.m. Pork chop supper by Mid-Illinois Pork 
Association 

6:45p.m. Early-bird prize drawings 

7:00 p.m. Business Meeting, election of directors 
Door Prizes 
Grand Prize Drawing 

All registered members will receive an attendance gift. Be an active 
part of your cooperative — attend the Annual Meeting! 

FINALLY, a credit card with some real power behind it 
Watch your mail for the Platinum Co-op Power Plus Visa Card brought to you by RECC 
Put power in your wallet with: 

* 1% rebate on all purchases 
* 2% rebate on products and services purchased from RECC 
* 3% rebate on electric bills paid by automatic withdrawal 

on the Power Plus card 
* $1 Million in Travel Accident Insurance 
* 24-Hour toll free cardmember service 
* Easy access to Account information by telephone 
* Worldwide acceptance at over 14 million locations 
* Emergency Card Replacement 

For more information call First USA Bank, N.A. at 1-888-201-4565 

Board of Directors: Jimmy Ayers, John Beatty, Ted Dowson, Cassie L. Eigenmann, David Lewis, 
Lee Marten, Melvin Repscher, David White, and Lyle Yeaman • President/CEO: David Stuva 
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RECC’s Energy Demonstration Home 
lives up to its name W hen RECC built an En¬ 

ergy Demonstration 
Home in 1997, our goal 

was to show contractors and po¬ 
tential future home builders that 
energy-efficient construction can 
be attractive, affordable and 
more comfortable than the “stan¬ 
dard” building practices found in 
many homes constructed in the 
1990s. Our real-world showplace 
was a 2,019 square-foot ranch 
home in Glenwood Lake Estates, 
just off Interstate 55 in Chatham. 

The demo home boasts wet- 
spray cellulose on both the main 
floor and basement walls, extra 
care in caulking and sealing, en¬ 
ergy-tight Andersen windows, 
and a super-efficient two-speed 
geothermal heating and cooling 
system. With the high efficiency 
built in throughout the house 
and the co-op’s low 4-cent Dual 
Fuel rate, the demo home was 

Rural Electric 
Convenience 
Cooperative Co. 

Your Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

3973 W. State Route 104 
R0. Box 19 

Auburn, Illinois 62615 
(217) 438-6197 
(800) 245-7322 

Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Web address: www.recc.org 

Editor: Dana Smith 

guaranteed to average less than 
$50 a month for all heating, cool¬ 
ing and water heater needs. 

Has the house lived up to ex¬ 
pectations? Absolutely! 

Mr. and Mrs. B. Mitchell have 
lived in the home since March 
1999, so they have a full year of 
operating experience to look 
back on. Mrs. Mitchell says the 
high energy efficiency was one 
of the big reasons they chose 
RECC’s house, and they have 
been impressed with the warm 
and comfortable feeling in the 
winter. With five people living in 
the home, all the space has been 
utilized, including the large fin¬ 
ished family room in the base¬ 
ment. 

The $50 guaranteed aver¬ 
age on their Dual Fuel meter 
has easily been met, with an 
average of $45.39 over the 
past 12 months. That covered 
ALL heating, cooling and wa¬ 
ter heating energy, including 
taxes and the monthly $4 fa¬ 
cilities charge for the Dual 
Fuel meter! It also includes a 
Power Cost Adjustment addition 
of about 3/4-cents per kWh in ef¬ 
fect for nine months last year, 
which was not in our original 
cost projections. 

How good is the geothermal 

system? The highest Dual Fuel 
bill last winter was just 1,280 
kilowatt hours in January, at a 
cost of $57.96. That’s not much 
more than the 1,000 kWhs used 
for cooling and water heating in 
July 1999, with a very-reasonable 
cost of $54.13 (the PCA addition 
applied that month). 

Cost savings without com¬ 
fort would be a poor bargain, 
and the demo house delivers 
both year-round. The variable 
speed blower fan always starts 
on low speed, and ramps up to 
the best speed to meet the 
home’s needs. The Mitchells of¬ 
ten set the fan to operate con¬ 
tinuously to circulate air 
throughout the house. 

Most of the time, the Cli¬ 
mate Master geothermal unit op¬ 
erates at low-speed stage, where 
it provides higher efficiency than 
any other heating/cooling sys¬ 
tem available today. In the cold¬ 
est weather, the second stage 
kicks in to provide more heat¬ 
ing energy. The 3-1/2 ton system 
went through the entire winter 
without need for the backup re¬ 
sistance heater, even when out¬ 
door temperatures fell below 
zero. 

“It's easy to control the tem¬ 
perature and atmosphere, which 

(Continued on page 16c) 
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(Continued from page 16b) 
stay very constant,” says Mrs. 
Mitchell. With two small children 
in the house, that’s important, 
she says. Even with a vaulted ceil¬ 
ing and glass French doors in the 
open living room, the comfort 
level remains high. The cellulose 
insulation keeps out sound as 
well as winter cold, but the 

house still has good outdoor 
views that make it easy to keep 
an eye on the property. 

Over 900 people toured the 
Energy Demonstration Home 
during and after its construction, 
and many builders have adopted 
ideas from our project into their 
own new homes. A short video 
is still available that explains 

the energy features of the 
home. You can borrow this 
video at no cost from RECC by 
calling (800) 245-7322. 

Remember, energy efficiency 
pays for itself year after year, and 
it’s one of the few features of a 
new home that doesn’t lose its 
value! 

A new spin on ceiling fans Ceiling fans are popular not 
only because of their good 
looks but also because 

they can help make your home 
more comfortable during sum¬ 
mer and winter. But it pays to 
take note of a few facts that could 
make your ceiling fan an en¬ 
ergy drain instead of an 
energy boost. 

For instance, if you 
keep those fans turning for 
cooling power but don’t raise 
the setting on your air condition¬ 
ing system, you can use more en¬ 
ergy than you need to cool your 
home. Although the fans aren’t 
big energy users, if you keep 
them running at high speed and 
keep the air cranked up high, 
too, you’re wasting energy — as 
much as 15 percent. However, if 
you raise your air conditioning 
thermostat by just three degrees 
and use your fans, you can cut 
your energy use by about the 
same amount. 

Many fans come 
equipped with switches that 
change the fan’s direction. In 
the winter months, you can use 
that adjustment to make your 
fan push warm air down from 
the ceiling — remember, hot air 
rises — and help your home feel 
warmer. In the summer, reverse 
the switch so the fan brings cool 
air up from the floor. Check the 
information on your fan to de¬ 
termine how your model works. 

If you’re running 
your fan the wrong way 

during the heating or cooling 
season, you’re really wasting en¬ 
ergy and not getting the benefits 
of that ceiling fan. 

Would you like more infor¬ 
mation on how to cut your elec¬ 
tric bills? Call RECC for more 
information. As a consumer- 
owned utility, we’re always 
happy to help you save money. 
Source: Rocky Mountain Insti¬ 
tute 

IEC Scholarship winners named Winners of the 2000 Illinois 
Electric Cooperative Me 
modal Scholarship were 

announced in May, with three 
students receiving $1,000 schol¬ 
arships. In the son or daughter 
of an electric cooperative mem¬ 
ber category, the winners were 
Lauren Hottes of Pinckneyville 
and Jonathan White of 
Kinderhook. Lauren’s parents re¬ 
ceive their power from Egyptian 

Electric Cooperative Association 
in Steeleville, and Jonathon’s 
family is served by Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative in Winches¬ 
ter. 

In the son or daughter of an 
electric co-op employee cat¬ 
egory, the winner was Brandon 
Fisher from Winchester. He is 
the son of Soyland Power 
Cooperative’s Pearl Power Plant 

Superintendent Randy Fisher. 
There were 151 applications 

for the scholarship contest this 
year, the most ever received. All 
applicants were notified of the 
selections, and the winning stu¬ 
dents will receive plaques at 
their local high school ceremo¬ 
nies. There were seven appli¬ 
cants from the RECC area this 
year. 
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New tree trimming truck is on the job 

Lou Delaby, Manager of Operations and Maintenance, checks out the new line truck 
purchased through Smoky Jennings Chevrolet. 

RECC’S tree trimming crew 
can get a little more work 
done, with fewer worries of 

breakdowns, with the new truck 
put into service in April. The 
Chevrolet truck has a 56-foot 
Versalift boom that can reach 
across ditches, or raise the bottom 
of the basket up to 59 feet to reach 
tree limbs near our power lines. 
That’s several feet higher than the 
old tree trimming truck, a 1977 
model with 177,000 miles and 
hundreds more operating hours. 
The new truck was purchased 
from Smoky Jennings Chevrolet in 
Palmyra. 

Lou Delaby, Manager of Op¬ 
erations and Maintenance, ex¬ 
plains that our crews do most of 
the annual tree trimming work, 
when time is available from line 
construction or maintenance. The 
truck pulls a chipper, for clean up 
of branches to be hauled in the 

truck box. RECC crews will trim 
any limbs over or near our power 
lines that could cause problems if 
the limbs fall or blow into the 
lines. Members are encouraged to 
call the cooperative if their trees 
are growing near electric lines, in¬ 

stead of trying to do the trimming 
themselves. Falling limbs could 
break the lines, causing power 
outages and putting anyone in the 
vicinity in danger. NEVER cut or 
pull down limbs that are tangled 
in an electric line! 

Power strips at the site of sen¬ 
sitive appliances provide a 
second 
buffer against 
any spikes that 

.... . . , t m may harm your 
At the heart of electronics, 
your home power 
is your meter. A 
meter adapter 
between your 
meter and your 
house provides 
the first stage of 
protection for 
your whole elec¬ 
trical system. § A two-stage system protects both 

household appliances and personal 
electronics. Suppression of electrical 

disturbances has evolved over the years from fuses to breakers 
to basic over-the-counter surge protectors, none of which is so¬ 
phisticated enough to protect today's sensitive digital products, 
comfort systems, and home office set-ups from power distur¬ 
bances. 

POWER 
UALITY 
PLUS / 

/ Power Quality 
Plus protects 

your appliances 

Only 

Don’t wait for power surges to damage your appliances and 
electronics! Lease a whole-house surge protector for just 
$4.95 a month! 

Our two-stage protection system stops surges from entering 
your home on the electric lines, and plug-in strips for your 
computer and home entertainment system also protect the 
telephone/cable TV/satellite/antenna wires going into those 
devices! 

Call RECC for complete information at (800) 245-7322. 
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Your Touchstone Energy”^ Partner AUBURN, ILLINOIS • 217-438-6197 

Electricity doesn’t take a vacation 
less?” Many of our members as¬ 

sume that when they 
leave on vacation, their 

service meter stops until they re¬ 
turn home. If they are on vaca¬ 
tion for two weeks, they expect 
their electric bill to be about half 
the normal usage. 

Let’s ask ourselves a few 
questions before we assume our 
electric bill should decrease by 
any considerable amount during 
vacation time: 
1. Was the water heater 

turned off during vacation 
time? Remember, if the elec¬ 
tric water heater is left ener¬ 
gized during vacation, it will 
continue to operate and 
maintain the tank tempera¬ 
ture even if you are not us¬ 
ing any hot water. 

2. Was the electric refrigera¬ 
tor disconnected? If the re¬ 
frigerator is left on, it will 
continue to operate to main¬ 
tain set temperature. 

3. Was the frost-free freezer 
turned off? Frost-free freez¬ 
ers and refrigerators will con¬ 
tinue to cycle daily even if 
you are not at home. Many 
frost-free refrigerators are on 
a six-hour cycle, defrosting 
the frost on the coils and 
then cooling again within a 
very few minutes. 

“But I’ve been away, why isn’t my bill 
4. What other appliances 

are normally left on? 
The list includes dehu¬ 
midifiers, clocks, 
pumps, sump pumps 
and automatic lighting. 
(In the winter, heat is 
generally left on a lower 
setting to keep the 
plumbing from freez¬ 
ing) 

5. Split billing 
periods. The 
time that you 
were away may 
have been split 
between two bill¬ 
ing months. So 
even if there would 
be some decrease 
in electrical usage, it 
probably would not 
be noticeable on ei¬ 
ther bill. 
If you are determined 

that no electricity is to be 
used during your vaca¬ 
tion, you can accomplish 
this by disconnecting the 
main fuse or breaker at 
the main entrance box. 
However, realize that in so 
doing, those automatic ap¬ 
pliances will stop. Your re¬ 
frigerator and freezer will 
be defrosted and the de- 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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(Vacation continued) 
humidifier will not keep the 
basement free of moisture. 

If you like to leave a light on 
for security, an automatic timer 
might be useful. One of these 
timers will periodically turn a 
light on and off, giving the “at 
home” look, and it wouldn't be 
necessary to burn a light all the 

time. 
We suggest that you read 

your meter when you leave on 
vacation and read it again when 
you return. By getting these read¬ 
ings, you can determine the 
kilowatt-hour usage during your 
vacation. 

Another reminder is that 
many vacationers bring home 

one or two weeks’ supply of dirty 
laundry. Of course this gets the 
electric water heater and dryer 
off to a heavy workout on the 
first day or two home. 

Remember, even though you 
are away from home, the elec¬ 
trical requirement for power in 
the home still exists. 

Lightning facts 

U 

Ithough thought to be an uncommon occurrence, 
lightning actually hits the earth about 100 times per second. The 
U.S. alone experiences over 20 million lightning strikes per year 

during an estimated 100,000 thunderstorms. Cloud-to-ground lightning 
occurs when negative charges at a cloud s base are attracted to positive 

ones on the earth. A surge is created which carries the current to the ground. 
This bolt typically contains about 1 billion volts and 10 to 20 thousand am¬ 

peres of current. Next, a “return stroke” reveals the bright flash you see. 
The average lightning stroke is about six miles long. 

The flash appears wider than it actually is due to the 
glowing air surrounding it. Lightning’s return stroke can 

reach 50,000 degrees Fahrenheit. Lightning may occur even 
with a clear sky overhead. A thunderstorm need only be within 

ten miles for cloud-to-ground light¬ 
ning to originate from high altitude 
anvil clouds. The thunder that fol¬ 
lows the lightning bolt can be heard 
up to ten miles away. 

Yes, you can estimate how far away 
a lightning strike is, by timing the 
“flash to bang” delay. When you see 
the “flash” of the lightning, count the number of seconds until the 
“bang” of the thunder. Divide the number of seconds counted by 
five to find the number of miles you are from the strike. 

For whole-house protection from voltage surges created in power 
lines by lightning, nothing beats RECC ’s Power Quality Plus surge 
protection program! Easy monthly lease payments give you guar¬ 
anteed protection for your wiring and appliances. Call us for more 
information! 

Rural Electric 
Convenience 
Cooperative Co. 

Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

3973 W. State Route 104 
PO. Box 19 

Auburn, Illinois 62615 
(217)438-6197 
(800)245-7322 

Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Web address: www.recc.org 

Editor: Dana Smith 

^  

Morgan Sangamon 

Auburn ★ 

RECC's Power 
Quality Plus surge 

protection program 
gives guaranteed 

protection for 
your wiring 

and appliances. 

POWER 
UALITY 

PLUS 
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The new M3r3thon® water heater 
doesn't just look different...it is different 

CONSTRUCTION FEATURES 

AA anthnn 

• ENERGY SAVING PIPE WRAP KIT - reduces heat loss 
through plumbing lines. 

• TEMPERATURE AND PRESSURE RELIEF VALVE- 
factory installed. 

• WATER TIGHT GROMMETS - keep out overhead 
moisture and condensation. 

• SEAMLESS MOLDED NON-METALLIC INNERTANK- 
can’t rust or corrode. 

• FILL TUBE - high temperature material to withstand ther¬ 
mal storage and other high temperature applications. 

• HIGH-TECH HEATING ELEMENTS-upper element fused 
to protect tank against “dry fire”. Bottom element low 
watt, stainless steel for long life. 

• POLYETHYLENE OUTER JACKET - resists dents and 
scratches during transit, installation and beyond. 

• ENVIROFOAM - a great energy saver and friendly to the 
ozone layer-it’s made without CFC’s and HCFC’s. 

• FIBERGLASS TANK - has unmatched strength. 
• RECESSED DRAIN VALVE - protected from damage. 

YOUR MARATHON IS WARRANTED NOT TO LEAK FOR 
AS LONG AS YOU OWN YOUR HOME*... 
The Marathon offers this no-leak promise because of its 
superior, non-metallic PermaGuard tank 
construction...A seamless blow molded polybutylene 
inner tank with a filament would fiberglass outer tank 
for maximum strength. 
Superior performance, high-efficiency and low 
operating cost.../or a lifetime*! 

* See Residential Warranty Information Brochure at your 
dealerfor complete warranty information. 

Here for Good. 
Special Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative member prices: 

50 gallon - $450 (before rebates) 
75 gallon - $525 (before rebates) 
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Address 

| City State Zip  

| Phone Electric Provider  

I Must be 18 to enter. 

I Bring registration form to the Touchstone Energy booth at the Illinois State Fair, August 11-20. 

I Names will be drawn daily for Touchstone Energy T-shirts. Final drawing for the grill is on August 20. 

| Grill valued at $325 • T-shirt valued at $11 

  i 

Do we 
have fun 
planned 
for you! 
Join Illinois' 

August 11-13 
Touchstone Energy Hot Air Balloon 
Meet Cheri White - U.S. Hot Air Balloon Ladies’ Division Cham¬ 

pion and her award winning crew. 

Kyle Finley’s Live Line Safety Demo 
During several 30-minute daily shows, using live electric wires, Kyle will educate specta¬ 

tors on howto protect themselves and others from injuries or even death caused by electricity. 

Touchstone Energy booth 
See the latest products and services offered by Illinois’ electric cooperatives, and pick up 

your free gifts. 

Complete the attached registration form, bring it to the Touchstone Energy booth and you could win a Touchstone Energy 
T-shirt or a Char-BroiF Patio Bistro electric grill. 

Registration for Char-Broil Patio Bistro electric grill 

Name 

Touchstone 
Energy' electric 

cooperatives 

at the Illinois State Fair 

(Agri-Expo area) for fun, 

entertainment and prizes 
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Your Touchstone Energy" Partner AUBURN, ILLINOIS • 217-438-6197 

School days It’s back-to-school time across 
America. For parents, it’s a 
bittersweet reminder of the 

passage of time as we watch our 
children grow and become in¬ 
creasingly independent. It’s also 
a time when we think about their 
safety. 

Your electric cooperative 
shares that concern. That’s why so 
many are looking out for the safety 
of our children. With the begin¬ 
ning of every school year, thou¬ 
sands of co-op line workers are 
keeping an eye out for children 
on their way to or from school. 
Sometimes it means helping a dis¬ 
abled school bus. Frequently, it 
means using their mobile commu¬ 
nications to report a problem or 
a suspicious occurrence in a 
neighborhood. And always it 
means being there to lend a hand, 
whatever the problem. 

Being committed to the com¬ 
munity you serve means making 
the decision that service to the 
community involves more than 
just making sure your electric ser¬ 
vice is reliable. Even in these days 
when electric utilities are faced 
with competition that’s getting 
tougher every day, going the ex¬ 
tra mile in consumer and commu¬ 
nity service is standard operating 
procedure for an electric coop- 

“Because our 
consumers are 

also our owners, 
RECC gives first 
consideration to 

what’s in the 
consumers’ 

best interest.” 
erative. It has to be that way be¬ 
cause electric cooperatives are 
fundamentally different than 
for-profit electric utilities. 

Every day now, we hear re¬ 
ports of other utility companies 
closing their local offices and 
moving out of town in order to 
save money. When that happens, 
their customers have to do busi¬ 

ness long distance, frequently talk¬ 
ing to people hundreds and 
sometimes thousands of miles 
away. Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative is different. Our first 
obligation is to our consumers. 
You can still stop by our local of¬ 
fice and talk to someone you know 
about any part of your service. 
And when you call RECC, you’ll 
speak to someone close-by who 
knows your community and 
what’s happening in it. 

Being a local electric coopera¬ 
tive means doing business close 
to home. Because our consumers 
are also our owners, RECC gives 
first consideration to what’s in the 
consumers’ best interest. So, there 
will always be someone nearby 
you can talk to about any aspect 
of your electric service. 

At first glance, it may seem that 
there is little connection between 
school kids waiting for their bus 
and the line crew in the local 
co-op’s truck. But look again. 
Those line crews working on util¬ 
ity poles probably have kids wait¬ 
ing for their school bus alongside 
yours. Making sure all our chil¬ 
dren stay safe is part of what holds 
local communities together and 
it’s part of the work Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative takes 
pride in every day. 

Board of Directors: Jimmy Ayers, John Beatty, Ted Dowson, David Lewis, Lee Marten, 
Cassie L. Pierson, Melvin Repscher, David White, and Lyle Yeaman • President/CEO: David Stuva 
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Lower long distance rates now available through 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Rural Electric Con 

venience Coop¬ 
erative is offering 

access to long distance ser¬ 
vice through Power Net 
Global (PNG) Communi¬ 
cations. This long distance 
service is one of the low¬ 
est-cost long distance ser¬ 
vices available. As you can 
see on the facing page, 
you can call anywhere in 
the State of Illinois for a 
low 4.9$ per minute or 
anywhere out of state in 
the continental U.S., for 
just 6.9$ per minute! Any 
day, any time! 

In addition, you can 
have your own personal 800 num¬ 
ber to receive calls from family 
members or acquaintances. In¬ 
coming calls on your 800 number 
are billed at the same low rates. 
There are no minimums, no fees, 
no long-term agreements. Have a 
student going away to college this 
fall? Give them your personal 800 
number and avoid expensive col¬ 
lect calls, credit cards and limited 
calling cards! 

To start saving with this low- 
cost long distance service, just fill 
in the application at the bottom 
of the next page, and send it to 
the RECC office. A signed autho¬ 
rization is required for all changes 
in long distance providers. In 
about two weeks, your service will 
be set up so your normal 1 -(-num¬ 
ber long distance calls will be 
made through Power Net Global, 
utilizing the Qwest long distance 
network. Your long distance bill 
will come from PNG, with the spe¬ 
cial low rates obtained through 
your cooperative! You can pay by 
personal check or by automatic 
credit card debit. 

If you’re on the road a lot, 
you can also use the PNG Calling 
Card at a cost of just 13.9$ per 
minute, or buy pre-paid cards at 
just 104: a minute! 

Fl or your home or business, 
this long distance plan can 

save you money. Some of the 
questions you might have, are: 

Are there any codes to dial? 
No, the change will be totally 

transparent; your local tele¬ 
phone company will merely re¬ 
direct your long distance calls. 

Is there a monthly fee or minimum? 
Absolutely not! You pay only 

for the minutes you use, billed 
in six-second increments. 

Does it matter what time of day or day 
of the week that I call? 

No, the same rate applies 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year. 

is this an introductory rate that will go 
up after we signup? 

No! This is an established rate, 
and it is our intent to offer even 
lower rates as they become avail¬ 
able. 

Who is Qwest? 
Qwest is the nation’s fourth 

largest long distance carrier. 
They maintain the largest fiber 

optic cable network in the 
country. Their customers in¬ 
clude Microsoft Corporation 
and The U.S. Treasury Depart¬ 
ment. 

How can it be so inexpensive? 
This is a wholesale program 

that we can make available 
through our business associa¬ 
tions. You’ll see no expensive 
national TV ads or celebrity 
spokespersons! 

Is there a charge to switch? 
There is no fee to enroll in 

the plan, however, your local 
telephone company charges a 
one-time service order fee to 
reroute your long distance 
calls. This one-time fee com¬ 
monly ranges from $5 to $10. 

Can a non-RECC member take 
advantage of this plan? 

Yes, this plan is available to 
any residence or business ap¬ 
plying through RECC. 

How do I switch to this low rate 
plan? 

You must sign an applica¬ 
tion form, printed on the 
next page. If your application 
is approved, PNG will notify 
your local phone company to 
switch your long distance 
calls to the Qwest network. If 
you have a block on your 
carrier choice to prevent 
“slamming,” you must call 
your phone company and ask 
them to remove the block. 
After your long distance 
carrier has been switched, 
you may want to call your old 
carrier and make sure they 
remove your account from 
their system to avoid any 
further billings. 

Have other questions? Call the 
customer service office at 1 -877-796- 
2333. 

Start saving on your long dis¬ 
tance service - sign up for these 
low rates today! 
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Business and Residential 
long distance rate plan 

Offered through Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 
Billed by Power Net Global Communications 

utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.90 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 seconds increment billing 

• Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 

Rural Electric Conenience Cooperative is offering long distance tele¬ 
phone service through Power Net Global Communications. This long dis¬ 
tance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. 
As you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low 
$0,049 per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United 
States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you can have your own per¬ 
sonal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. 
Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted 
above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day — seven days a week. There 
are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. Your local 
provider may charge $5-$10 to change providers. For additional infor¬ 
mation, call customer service toll free at 1-877-796-2333. 

PNG Application Form 
Mail to RECC, or fax to 217-438-3212 

r 
1 Name Social Security Number 

Street 

| City State Zip 

1 Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) ( ) _ 

l Services Desired: □ Outbound Direct Dialing □ 800 Number-ring to number 

□ Calling Cards (How many? ) If you do NOT want LOCAL long distance Toll Services from PNG, intltal here  
I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for 
all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 
Class 1 + LDA69EZ 800# E 69EZ Travel I14L Agency REG. 

I Customer Signature Date  I 
I I 
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Is a fuel cell in your future? 

Kris Christensen of Energy Co-Opportunity displayed the H Power fuel cell, 
powered by hydrogen gas, at the Touchstone Energy cooperatives’ exhibit at 
the Illinois State fair. The fuel cell powered the TV and fan shown here during 
the fair. 

New technologies may be 
bringing another option 
for generating electricity 

to homes and businesses - the 
fuel cell. Used for years by NASA 
to power the electronics in the 
space shuttle, fuel cells are get¬ 
ting down to earth in fuel sources 
and everyday reliability. 

A working fuel cell was in¬ 
cluded in the electric co-op exhibit 
at the Illinois State Fair in August. 
Made by a company called H 
Power, it used hydrogen gas as 
its fuel to generate up to 250 
watts of electricity. It ran a fan and 
a TVMdeo player all day long with 
no noise and a byproduct of pure 
water. H Power plans to have a 
whole-house fuel cell available in 
2001 which can run on propane 
or natural gas. 

The H Power fuel cell is a pro¬ 
ton exchange membrane (PEM) 
type, one of several designs be¬ 
ing developed around the world. 
It’s an electrochemical device that 
converts fuel directly into electric¬ 
ity. (Think of it as a battery that 
uses a replenished fuel supply so 
it never runs down.) 

Hydrogen is a pure basic fuel, 
but transportation and storage of 
hydrogen gas present many safety 
problems. H Power’s residential 
models will include a fuel re¬ 
former that takes a more com¬ 
mon fuel such as propane or 
natural gas, and strips out the 
hydrogen molecules. As the hy¬ 
drogen is fed into the fuel cell 
stack, the molecules’ protons and 
electrons are split, and the elec¬ 
trons flow out as electricity. 

The remaining protons are 
then combined with oxygen in the 
air to form molecules of water, 
which leaves the fuel cell as a by¬ 
product along with the heat gen¬ 
erated in the fuel cell. 

The heat produced in the fuel 
cell and fuel reformer can be cap¬ 
tured and used for the home’s 

space and water heating require¬ 
ments. This increases the effi¬ 
ciency of the generation system. 

Environmentally friendly 

Since fuel cells use an elec¬ 
trochemical process to generate 
electricity, there’s no fuel combus¬ 
tion and the associated polluting 
emissions. That makes them 
more acceptable to “green 
power” enthusiasts, even though 
they don’t use a renewable en¬ 
ergy source. Alternative fuels such 
as methane or ethanol could be 
adopted in the future, though. 

H Power fuel cells will be dis¬ 
tributed through a cooperative 
organization called Energy Co- 
Opportunity, which RECC has 
joined. Local co-ops may choose 
to sell or lease the fuel cells in 
their area, and provide a service 
network. The first units will be 
expensive, as with any new tech¬ 
nology, but costs are expected to 
come down as production in¬ 
creases and manufacturing effi¬ 
ciency is improved. 

The first good applications 
for fuel cells may be at remote 
locations where it’s too costly to 
build new electric lines to serve 

a home. Businesses may use fuel 
cells as backup power sources for 
computers and communications 
equipment that cannot tolerate 
outages or power fluctuations. 

Testing at RECC 

Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative will have a first-hand 
opportunity to learn more about 
fuel cell operations, as we have 
been chosen to participate in a 
prototype testing program that 
will begin later this fall. An H 
Power unit will be installed at a 
co-op employee or director’s 
home, to study its operation and 
ability to provide for the electric 
needs of the house. Lessons 
learned from this testing program 
will be incorporated into the pro¬ 
duction units to be introduced 
next year. 

Fuel cells are one of many ex¬ 
citing developments coming along 
in the generation and use of elec¬ 
tric energy. RECC is positioning it¬ 
self to assist our members in 
adopting these technologies, 
building on our core values of in¬ 
novation and service. Watch for 
more information in future news¬ 
letters! 
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IH observance aftlie holidays, 
RECC's See will be closed 

Dec. 25 andjan 1. 

Holi(Eu) tjratiHtjs 
from the 4irertons and employees 

of Rural Electric 
CoHoeHieHce Cooperatioe! 

Jimmy Ayers 
John Beatty 
Ted Dowson 

Directors 
David Lewis 
Lee Marten 
Cassie Pierson 

Melvin Repscher 
David White 
Lyle Yeaman 

Employees 

David Stuva, 
President/CEO 

Clark Bowman 
Bill Carter 
Jeanette Clark 
Craig Costello 
Lou Delaby 
Danna Elliott 
Curt Fishburn 
Dave Flynn 
Dean Fuchs 
Carol Funk 
Bob Garner 

Bill Hart 
Tim Hemberger 
Martin Hinton 
Sue Johnson 
Tom Jones 
Jeff Lancaster 
Curt Nichelson 
Randy Olson 
Jim Psaute 
Dana Smith 
Stefan Spoorer 
Walt Wallace 
Ken Williamson 

lurawetn© 
Your Touchstone Energy' Partner AUBURN, ILLINOIS • 217-438-6197 
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Safety first when burning holiday candles! 
Courtesy of The National Candle Association 

The use of candle increases dramatically during the holiday season in homes across the 
country. Here is some information to help make your holidays safer and brighter. 

Safety first 
According to the National Fire 

Protection Agency, candles account 
for 2.4 percent of all fires. More 
than 45 percent of candle fires 
occur in the bedroom, 17 percent 
in the family room, and 11 per¬ 
cent in the bathroom. The Na¬ 
tional Candle Association says: 
• Never leave a burning candle 

unattended. 
• Keep lighted candles out of 

the reach of children and pets. 
• Avoid burning candles near 

combustible materials. 

the glass before inserting the 
candle. 

• Candles will fade if left in the 
light for an extended period 
of time. 

• Candles should always be 
burned in proper candle- 
holders or bases. 

• Extinguish candles when they 
get within 2 inches of their 
holders or decorations. 

• When blowing out a candle, 
hold your finger in front of 
the flame and blow at it. The 
air will flow around the fin¬ 
ger and extinguish the candle 
from both sides. This will pre¬ 
vent hot wax from splattering. 

• If a wick becomes too short 
to light, carve away enough 
wax to expose the fresh wick, 
then trim 1/4" off the top of 
the candle and burn the 
candle to reform its appear¬ 
ance (tapers are the exception 
to this rule.) 

• Keep votive wicks centered 
and trimmed to 1/4" while 
burning to prevent breaking 
the glass. 

Chanukah Traditions 
• The Jewish festival of 

Chanukah (Hanukkah) uses 
candles to commemorate the 

rededication 

of the Temple 
of Jerusalem 
after the 
Maccabees re- 
claimed it 
from 
Antiochus of 
Syria. Tradi¬ 
tion required 

rekindling the menorah, a 
nine-branched candelabrum, 
but there was only enough 
olive oil to last one night. 
However, this oil lasted for 

Storage and Use 
The National Candle 
Association also ad¬ 
vises: 
• Store candles in a 
cool, dark, dry 

place, and flat to 
prevent warping. 
• Before a 
party, light and 

extinguish the candles. They’ll 
light quickly and easily later. 
Avoid putting candles in drafts 
to prevent rapid and uneven 
burning and excessive drip¬ 
ping. 
Clean solid candles with a 
piece of nylon or use a touch 
of salad oil on a soft cloth. 
To remove wax from washable 
fabrics, scrape off excess wax 
and run boiling water through 
the material. 
Remove wax from holders by 
running very hot water over 
them. 
Candles refrigerated before 
using will burn more slowly 
and evenly. Wrap in foil or 
plastic before refrigeration to 
prevent wicks from absorbing 
moisture. 
Votive candles will clean eas¬ 
ily if you add 1/8" of water to 

eight days, until more could 
be made. 

• Families light one candle plus 
the “shamash" (helper) on the 
first night of Chanukah, two 
on the second, and so on for 
eight nights. The flames are 
lit from left to right, today’s 
flame is first. According to the 
Talmud, whether to start with 
one flame and go up or with 
eight and go down was de¬ 
bated by Hillel and Shammai 
and settled by a vote. 

• Traditionally, the candles are 
not extinguished but burn 
out. This can be a challenge 
to accomplish safely. 

Candle History 
• The Egyptians 
made candles from 
reeds soaked in 

molten tallow. 
--- • The Romans 

developed the 
wick. 
• Beeswax 
candles were de¬ 
veloped in the 

Middle Ages. 
Spermaceti candles, with wax 
of crystallized sperm-whale 
oil, were popular during the 
whaling era. 
In 1834, Joseph Morgan de¬ 
veloped a candle-making ma¬ 
chine. A movable piston 
ejected candles as they solidi¬ 
fied. 
Paraffin, made from oil and 
coal, was introduced around 
1850. Later, stearic acid was 
added to raise the melting 
point and improve durability. 
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MOONLIGHT IS NICE 
but you can depend on a security light 

You don’t have to depend on the uncertain light of the silvery moon when you 
install a rental security light at your home, farm or business. For a few dollars a 
month, your property can be bathed in bright light. Studies have shown that outdoor 
lighting reduces the chance of burglary and vandalism. 

A moonlit night is great, but for peace of mind, contact Rural Electric Conve¬ 
nience and have one of the following security lights installed. Security lights are 
installed on an existing meter or transformer pole owned by the cooperative. 

Free installation, maintenance and service. 

100-watt HPS — $7 per month - Unmetered (energy is included in rental charge) 
250-watt HPS — $9 per month - Unmetered 

Convert your mercury vapor rental light to high pressure sodium (HPS) and save on your 
monthly cost! 

Call RECC toll-free at (800) 245-7322 for more details. 
Ask about the rental security light program. 
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RECC team is second runner-up 
in Lineman Rodeo RECC’S team was the second 

runner-up at the Line¬ 
man’s Safety Rodeo held 

October 6 at Lincoln Land Com¬ 
munity College in Springfield. 
Dave Flynn of Auburn, Bill Hart 
of Girard, and Craig Costello of 
Auburn competed in five events, 
and won the Cardiopulmonary 
Respiration event. Other events 
included Hurt Man Rescue, Egg 
Climb (climbing a pole while 
holding a fresh egg 
in the mouth), 
Transformer 
Changeout, and 
Crossarm Change. 

While the Egg 
Climb was a timed 
event, the other ac¬ 
tivities were judged 
on the demonstra¬ 
tion of good line¬ 
man skills and safe 
procedures. Teams 
from 20 Illinois co¬ 
ops, plus Springfield’s 
CWLP, competed in 
the day-long event. 
Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative earned the Best 

Overall team award. 
The safety rodeo was spon¬ 

sored by the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives to 
promote safe work practices 
and recognize the skills of co¬ 
op linemen. This was the 
fourth annual rodeo, and the 
third year of participation by 
RECC. Congratulations to 
Dave, Bill and Craig! 

ft) and Dave Flynn “tranXme' changeout 

at the Linemans 

Craig Costello 
hoists equipment 
UP to his team 
members during 
the transformer 
changeout event. 

Touchstone Energy co-ops donate $5,380 
to Illinois Special Olympics Illinois electric cooperatives 

gave $5,380 to the Illinois 
Special Olympics program 

this year, in addition to the indi¬ 
vidual efforts of many co-op em¬ 
ployees at local and state events. 
Money was donated through two 
Touchstone Energy programs, 
both of which will continue next 
year as well. 

The 17 co-ops participating 
in the Touchstone Energy alli¬ 
ance contributed $3,000 to spon¬ 
sor the Aquatics venue at the 
Illinois Special Olympics’ Sum¬ 
mer Games in Bloomington, one 

of the biggest venues at that event. 
Illinois Special Olympics draws 
participants from every county 
served by the Touchstone Energy 
cooperatives. Over 3,500 athletes 
competed at the 2000 Summer 
Games, with 2,000 volunteers 
helping to make it a success. 

The Touchstone Energy hot 
air balloon, owned by 10 Illinois 
cooperatives including RECC, 
also helped to raise money for Il¬ 
linois Special Olympics. Each time 
the balloon is contracted to fly at 
an event around the country, a 
portion of the local sponsor’s 

rental fee goes to a charity of their 
choice. For the year 2000, over 
$7,000 was collected and passed 
along to worthy causes. All dona¬ 
tions from the balloon’s in-state 
events supported the Illinois Spe¬ 
cial Olympics, bringing a total of 
$2,380 for the year. 

These contributions reflect 
one of the core values of the 
Touchstone Energy cooperatives, 
commitment to the communities 
we serve. Our interests go beyond 
making a profit - we re working 
every day to improve the quality 
of life in our rural communities! 
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