
Plastic film is good solution 
for a ‘problem window’ 

Now that cold weather — and 
the wind — have made their 

presence known, you may have 
discovered that you have a win¬ 
dow or two, and perhaps more, 
that let in a little more wind 
and chill than you like. Unfor¬ 
tunately, many houses suffer 
from that situation, especially 
the older ones. 

The best solution to the 
problem is to have the windows 
replaced, but that’s not always 
an option. And, occasionally, 
a house may have several win¬ 
dows that are fine, but a couple 
that leak. This seems to be par¬ 
ticularly true of windows on 
the side of the home toward the 
prevailing winds, and a quick 
and cheap fix often will help 
such rooms. They may make 
the difference between chattering teeth and rea¬ 
sonable comfort. 

If you find that you have a couple of win¬ 
dows that need help, plastic film may be a 
good bet for you. While no one would argue 
that they’re aesthetically pleasing, they do help, 
and that’s enough for many. 

They’re fairly simple to install, and all you 
need, generally, is a pair of scissors and a 
hair dryer. 

Film kits are available in different sizes, 
and often need to be cut to fit. You’ll need to 

measure the windows you want to fix, and get 
a kit that’s that size, or bigger. Try to install 
the kit when it’s not too windy, because wind 
blowing in will “bow” the plastic, making it 
hard to work with. You’ll need to hold the film 
up to the window, and cut it to an approxi¬ 
mate fit. Then, set it aside. 

There should be some double-stick tape 
with the kit, and you’ll need to apply it around 
the window frame so it’ll make an uninter¬ 
rupted seal. Then, peel off the backing from 
the tape (This is often the most frustrating 
part), and apply the film, starting with an up¬ 
per corner and working downward and toward 

the opposite corner. Keep 
things as smooth and as neat 
as possible. 

Press the film carefully 
against the double-stick tape, 
and then break out the blow 
dryer, which you’ll use to 
shrink the plastic to give it a 
tight fit. Follow package in¬ 
structions regarding heat set¬ 
tings and the like, and you’ll 
have a nice, snug window. Use 
your scissors, again, to trim 
away excess, to make a neat 
application. 

Have someone hold the film in place, and give it 
a preliminary trim with scissors. If you have to, 
you can tape the film across the top of the frame. 

If you treat 
even a few win¬ 
dows in your 
home, you’ll 
probably save a 
fair amount of 
money, and 
you’re sure to 
improve the 
comfort level! 

A hair dryer shrinks the film to 
give a tight fit. 
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Double-stick tape applied to the 
window frame holds the film in 
place. The white backing comes 
off, and the tape’s invisible when 
the job’s done. 



Norris Electric News 
Newton, Illinois 62448 • 783-8765 

Dog market sparks effort to sell 
another kind of 'hogs’ 

home,” she adds, “and I 
needed a ‘magical gadget’ 
that would let me search 
the internet while doing 
research for my custom¬ 
ers, and warn me when 
there was an incoming 
phone call. I still wanted 
to be able to take phone 
calls from our children at 
school, or Keith when he 
was in the field.” 
She thought about get¬ 

ting a second phone line, 
but the cost was prohibi¬ 
tive. A gadget of some 
kind, if it could be found, 

seemed to be the only alterna¬ 
tive. She talked to people at com¬ 
puter stores, and all agreed that 
such a gadget, if it were avail¬ 
able, would be great. But nobody 
knew of one. 

“About the time the hog mar¬ 
ket nosedived,” Sandy says, “I 
found what I was looking for. It’s 
called the ‘Internet Call Waiting 
Switch, or CWS,’ and it allows 
you to surf the net and still re¬ 
ceive phone calls. 

“It answered two of our main 
problems. First, it solved the 
problem of the Internet hogging 
our phone line, and it offered a 
new source of income. I liked it 
so much that I decided to become 
a distributor, and Internet HOGS 
(Home Office Gadgets) was 
born.” 

There are three devices in 
Sandy’s product lineup, and they 
all perform similarly, but the 
pricier ones do more than the 
less expensive. 

Top photo: Sandy Deters at her 
computer. Her need to surf the net 
for research, and to use her phone 
line too, got her involved in Internet 
Home Office Gadgets, or Hogs. 

Bottom photo: The Deters family all 
work together to make the hog and 
‘Hogs’ operations successful. Here, 
daughter Lauren packs a unit for 
shipping. 

It's no secret that 
the hog market is 
down in the 
dumps, and that 
many hog farmers 
are struggling to 
make ends meet. 
Keith and Sandy 
Deters of rural 
Sigel are in that 
situation, but 
things are looking 
up for them. 
Sandy has started 
selling Internet 
Home Office Gad¬ 
gets, or “Hogs.” to 
stretch the 

family’s income. 
“Making a living by raising 

hogs in today’s market has be¬ 
come very difficult,” Sandy says, 
“because there is not a lot of 
profit. For us, that meant look¬ 
ing for other sources of income. 

“I operate a computer con¬ 
sulting business from our 
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“You can have the CWS automatically discon¬ 
nect you from the Internet or manually answer 
the call and talk for a few seconds and still be 
connected,” Sandy says, adding, “If I’m download¬ 
ing a big file, I use the manual mode. It uses the 
call-waiting feature on the phone to ‘beep’ the 
switch when I receive a call. I can answer the call 
without being disconnected from the Internet. 

“I can pick up and say, Tm sorry, but I’m 
downloading a big file off the Internet. Can I call 
you back?’ 

“If you do that, you have some 10-25 seconds, 
depending on who your Internet service provider 
(ISP) is, to talk without being disconnected. If you 
decide to keep talking, the switch will disconnect 
you from the Internet. After completing your call, 
just reconnect to your ISP, and you will return to 
the point where you left off.” 

Sandy notes that her business has really 
taken off, and that her older kids help with pack¬ 
aging and shipping. “I like to have the kids in¬ 
volved,” she says, “and this is work that’s light 
enough that they can help 
comfortably. Most of the 
time, it’s just a matter of put¬ 
ting the product in an enve¬ 
lope, or a box, and sending it 
off. We send everything by 
Priority Mail so our custom¬ 
ers can expect quick deliv¬ 
ery.” 

For more information, 
contact Sandy at Sandy De¬ 
ters Computer Consulting, 
277 Co. Rd. SOON, Sigel, IL 
62462, or call her 
at (217)844-2414. You 
can e-mail her at 
sandy@internethogs.com, 
or visit her website at 
www.internethogs.com. 

Top photo: These products are 
Sandy’s “wonder workers,” which 
enable the use of single phone 
lines to perform two chores 
simultaneously. 

Middle photo: As might be expected 
of a computer whiz, Sandy has her 
own home page, so browsers can 
take a look at her product line. 

Bottom photo: Sandy shows a 
product to Ernest C. Weber, manager 
of Norris Electric Cooperative. This 
is the cheapest, most basic model. 
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Snowmobilers, 
beware of hidden dangers 

Snowmobiling is a very popular winter sport, 
but snow cover can conceal dangers. 

Mm ore than one-half of the serious snowmobile injuries involve colli¬ 

sions with automobiles, other snowmobiles, trains and fixed ob¬ 

jects such as trees, fences, utility poles and guy wires. Guy wires 

can be especially difficult to see against a background of bright snow or 

during dawn or dusk hours. Watch for downed power lines, too. Your snow¬ 

mobile could be wrecked if it crosses a downed line, and your life could be in 

danger if the line is energized. 

If you see a downed power line, mark the location, then notify local authori¬ 

ties or the electric suppliers in the area. 

Your local electric cooperative urges you to drive defensively to keep your 

snowmobiling experience fun and safe. 
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Seven co-op principles 

Do we participate in our cooperative? Or, why 
should we participate? Or, how do we participate? 
Maybe we do not understand how a cooperative 
works. The International Cooperative Alliance of 
Manchester, England suggests the seven cooperative 
principles: 

S principle: voluntary and open 
membership 

Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, open 
to all persons able to use their services and willing to 
accept the responsibilities of membership, without 
gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimina¬ 
tion. 

principle: democratic member 
control 

Cooperatives are democratic organizations con¬ 
trolled by their members, who actively participate in 
setting their policies and making decisions. Men and 
women serving as elected representatives are ac¬ 
countable to the membership. In primary coopera¬ 
tives, members have equal voting rights — one 
member, one vote — and cooperatives at other levels 
are organized in a democratic manner. 

principle: member’s economic 
participation 

Members contribute equally to, and democrati¬ 
cally control, the capital of their cooperative. At least 
part of that capital is usually the common property of 
the cooperative. They usually receive limited com¬ 
pensation, if any, on capital subscribed as a condition 
of membership. Members allocate surpluses for any 
or all of the following purposes: developing the co¬ 
operative, possibly by setting up reserves, part of 
which at least would be indivisible: benefiting mem¬ 
bers in proportion to their transactions with the co¬ 
operative; and supporting other activities by the 
membership. 

principle: autonomy and 
independence 

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help organiza¬ 
tions, controlled by their members. If they enter into 
agreements with other organizations, including gov¬ 
ernments, or raise capital from external sources, they 
do so on terms that ensure democratic control by 
their members and maintain their cooperative au¬ 
tonomy. 

[principle: education, training, and in¬ 
formation 

Cooperatives provide education and training for 
their members, elected representatives, managers, 
and employees so they can contribute effectively to 
the development of their cooperative. They inform 
the general public — particularly young people and 
opinion leaders — about the nature and benefits of 
cooperation. 

principle: cooperative among 
cooperatives 

Cooperatives serve their members most effec¬ 
tively and strengthen the cooperative movement by 
working together through local, national, regional, 
and international structures. 

principle: concern for community 

While focusing on member needs, cooperatives 
work for the sustainable development of their com¬ 

munities through policies accepted by their mem¬ 
bers. 

Opportunities come with participation. Do you 
voice concerns to your representative (board mem¬ 
ber), suggest new services that might be provided, 
VOTE, attend meetings when provided, or participate 
by being willing to serve on the board? The annual 
meeting is set for February 12, at the Newton High 
School in Newton. Please cooperate by participating. 
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We’re your hometown 
electric cooperative, 
proud to take part in 

making your community 
a better place to live. 

•V rnrcil^America. 

Its family, its community, 

its rural America. 

No matter which Main Street you cross in ru¬ 

ral America, you always sense that it has a spe¬ 

cial quality It’s not just the 

smog-free air. Nor is it the way the 

ham tastes richer in your mouth at 

the local diner. It’s not even the way 

sunlight penetrates beyond the 

buildings to dance on the flower beds in front of 

the town hall. No, you can definitely tell you are 

on Main Street, U.S.A. by the way people share a 

sense of community and family. It’s the way 

people look you in the eye and ask about your 

day. It’s community. It’s rural America. 



A pniro M 
heating systems 
It’s the middle of winter, 

and your home heating 
system is: a) worn out and 

barely going to make it until 
spring: b) inefficient; c) inad¬ 
equate and you’re freezing. 
You figure that with your tax 
refund next spring you’ll be 
able to do something about 
your system. 

ELECTRIC HEATING 
Electric heating systems 

may be resistance heating 
systems or heat pumps. 
Electric resistance heating 
works by converting electric 
current directly into heat. 
Electric heat pumps, how¬ 
ever, operate on a completely 
different principle. They use 
electricity to move heat from 
one location to another, 
much in the same way that a 
refrigerator’s cooling system 
moves heat from inside the 
box to outside the box. 

A heat pump does the 
same thing for a house and 
can be reversed so that heat 
is moved into the house in 
the winter and out in the 
summer. As a result, be¬ 
cause heat pumps use elec¬ 
tricity to move heat rather 
than to generate it, they can 
deliver more energy to a 
home than they consume. 

PROGRAMMABLE 
THERMOSTATS 

A programmable thermo¬ 
stat can reduce your heating 
cooling bills by up to 30 per¬ 
cent. It’s simple: you can 
program the thermostat to 
higher or lower levels (de¬ 
pending on the time of year) 
when you are not home, so 
you don’t waste energy. 

But you don’t feel 
comfortable calling a 
contractor or retailer 
because you don’t know 
anything about heating 
systems beyond where 
yours is located. Before 
you call the experts, take a 
few minutes and review some ba¬ 
sics about home heating systems 

SIZING YOUR HEATING 
SYSTEM  

Many existing systems 
are oversized — sometimes 
by a factor of two or three. 
Oversized systems do not op¬ 
erate at peak efficiency and 
can cost more to purchase, 
operate and maintain. 

To be most efficient, your 
heating system should be 
able to keep your home at 70 
degrees Fahrenheit on the 
coldest day of the year. In 
addition, your new system 
should not exceed your peak 
hourly heating demand by 
more than 25 percent. 

For more informa-1 
tion about hom< 

heating systems, 
your local electric coot 
tive. Your friends there! 
be happy to provide yc 
with information and 
gest ways that you c< 
maximize energy effici 
— and save money, t< 

Source: Center for Renewable 
Energy and Sustainable Technc 

GAS AND OIL HEATING 
SYSTEMS  

Gas and oil heating sys¬ 
tems may be furnaces or boil¬ 
ers. Furnaces heat air that is 
circulated throughout the 
house by ducts. Boilers heat 
water or steam that circu¬ 
lates through pipes to radia¬ 
tors or baseboards. Some hot 
water systems circulate water 
through plastic tubing in the 
floor, called radiant floor 
heating. 

FEBRUARY 2000 

ZONING 
This means dividing your 

home into areas with com¬ 
mon heating and cooling re¬ 
quirements, with each zone 
being controlled by its own 
thermostat. Zoning can make 
your home more comfortable 
and save you money. You can 
heat or cool different portions 
of your house depending on 
whether you are using them. 
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Financial planning for farmers 
Help for farmers struggling with financial planning 

is available through a University of Illinois 
website. Templates can be downloaded for free or 
purchased on CD for $100. Before meeting with their 
lender, farmers can use programs that include a cash 
flow projector, crop storage decision maker, farmland 

rent estimator, a combine financing model and a land 
bid model. An insurance payment calculator can help 
with crop insurance alternatives. And an easy-to-use 
loan amortization program can help analyze loan pay¬ 
ments. Check out - web.aces.uiuc.edu/finance/. 

Co-ops give farmers control 
Farmers across the country are in an economic cri 

sis. Commodity prices have hit bottom. Many ag 
leaders believe it is time to integrate producers into a 
farmer-controlled and owned food system. For ex¬ 
ample, Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman said, 
“We want the tomato farmers to own the ketchup fac¬ 
tory.” 

Economic opportunity and the great quality of 
life in rural America have been made possible by a 
strong system of cooperatives. From dairy and grain 
cooperatives, to oil and gas, and electrical and tele¬ 
phone cooperatives, rural Americans joined forces to 

Long live the light bulb 
You think your light bulbs burn out too soon? Well, 

Thomas Edison’s had to be changed every two 
days! Today there are fluorescent light bulbs that will 
last 23 years. 

Unfortunately, the ordinary incandescent light 
bulb hasn’t progressed as much as halogen and fluo¬ 
rescent light bulbs. The lowly incandescent has only 
increased its life span 150 percent since 1910. 
Today’s fluorescent bulb can last 416 percent longer 
than the one you installed in 1989. Install fluorescent 
bulbs. They’ll cost less to operate, too. 

create the most cost-effective and beneficial system of 
services possible. 

As agriculture in this country becomes more con¬ 
centrated and industrialized, farmers are losing con¬ 
trol of their economic well being. Farmers must own 
both the production and the value-added processing 
of the product. 

Cooperative businesses would give farmers that 
local ownership and control. More value-added coop¬ 
eratives in the 21st century will help our nation’s 
family farmers both produce the tomatoes, and own 
the ketchup factory. 

Another good reason to 
make your b 
Did you know that if yoi 

leave your waterbed 
unmade, not only does it 
look messy, it also uses 
more energy? The heater ii 
an unmade waterbed con¬ 
sumes 30 percent more electricity than one in a 
made-up bed. So make that bed up in the morning. 
You’ll sleep better at night, knowing you’re saving 
energy. 

Lighting controls for compact fluorescents 
Because compact fluorescent (CF) are so energy- 

efficient, they are ideal for use in light fixtures 
that stay on for longer periods of time, such as kitch¬ 
ens, work areas, desks, and outdoor lighting. But 
these uses also call for good lighting controls — 
whether it is through dimmers, timers, automatic 
photo controls or motion sensors — to make the 
most efficient use of that light. And choosing a con¬ 
trol device that works well with CFs can be a chal¬ 
lenge. 

Compact fluorescents are not good choices for 
lights that depend on motion sensors because the 
frequent on/off switching will shorten the life of the 
lamp. Also, CFs are very temperature sensitive: in 

cold weather, outdoor lamps will not provide their 
full amount of light output until they warm up. 

Dimmer switches and CFs don’t mix, either. The 
combination can actually create a fire hazard! The 
same goes for ordinary photo control devices that 
turn lights on and off as the sun rises and sets. How¬ 
ever, a photo control device rated for use with 
fluorescents will work very well, and very safely, with 
a CF lamp. 

Mechanical timers are fine with any compact fluo¬ 
rescent. Electronic timers, however, may not be com¬ 
patible with them, and using them together could 
result in damage to the timer, the CF bulb itself, or 
both. 
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A Touchstone Energy" Partner 

INCVV^ 

McKinney succeeds Weber as NEC manager 

Keith McKinney assumed the helm of 
Norris Electric Cooperative Jan. 1, 

2000. He succeeds Manager Ernest C. 
“Ernie” Weber who retired after serving 
the Cooperative for over 50 years. 

McKinney received his Bachelor’s of 
Science in Electrical Engineering from 
the University of Illinois at Champaign- 
Urbana in 1975. Following graduation 
from college, he went to work for 
Fischback and Moore Electric Contrac¬ 
tors in Chicago for five years. 

Since then he has been employed 
with AmerenCIPS. He spent 18 years as 
a Testing Engineer at Newton, Industrial 
Engineer at Mattoon, Commercial Ser¬ 
vices Specialist in Mattoon, and Energy 
Services Engineer at Effingham. 
During this time, he worked 
closely with Norris Electric 
Cooperative. AmerenCIPS is the 
energy provider for Norris Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. 

Keith is a licensed Profes¬ 
sional Engineer in the State of 
Illinois, a Certified Energy Man¬ 
ager and Certified Lighting En¬ 
ergy Professional accredited by 
the Association of Energy Engi¬ 
neers. He is President of the Vil¬ 
lage Board in the Village of 
Montrose, serves on the 
Dieterich Community Unit 
School Board, is Vice President 
of Community Development for 
the Greater Effingham Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry and 
teaches Taekwondo in his spare 
time. 

He and his wife, Linda, re¬ 
side in Montrose with their two 
daughters, Kiley 19, and 
Lindsey, 14. 

Ernie Weber began his career at 
Norris Electric on May 12, 1949, start¬ 
ing as a work order clerk and material 
clerk. He interrupted his employment 
long enough to serve two years in the 
U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division dur¬ 
ing the Korean War. 

He worked his way through several 
positions, including meter repairman 
and meter tester journeyman, power 
polyphase tester, electrification adviser 
and maintenance superintendent. 

He was chosen to serve as assistant 
manager on January 9, 1982. In August 
of that year he became manager after 
the retirement of the late Damon Will¬ 
iams. 

m. Keith McKinney of Montrose, left, the new manager of Norris Electric 
Cooperative, Newton, receives the keys to the building in a symbolic 
"handing over" ceremony. The outgoing manager, Ernest C. "Ernie" 
Weber, at right, is making the handover. McKinney comes to the co-op 
from AmerenCIPS, which supplies power to Norris Electric. 

MARCH 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Energy tips for 

Look for lost energy dollars in attic, basement 
Crawling around your attic or 

basement may not be your 
idea of a world-class way to spend 
your free time, but a simple check 
of these areas may help you save 
real money on your energy bills. 
And while you’re at it, remember 
to check any crawl spaces and the 
foundation of your home. Here 
are some places to scout out some 
savings: 

Attic: Remember that vents must 
be left open to allow moisture to 
escape from the attic. Therefore, 
adequate ceiling insulation is a 
must. Examine the insulation care¬ 
fully How much and what type of 
insulation do you have? Make writ¬ 
ten notes. If you need to talk to 
energy experts at your co-op 
about improvements, you can tell 
them what is currently installed. 

Basement: When the basement 
is used for purposes other than 
storage, the walls and windows 
should be insulated. If the base¬ 
ment is used only for storage, the 
ductwork and the floor above 
should be insulated and the base¬ 
ment left unheated. 

Crawl space vents: Vents 
should be closed during the win¬ 
ter unless the furnace is in the 
crawl space or there is a moisture 
problem. If you cannot close the 
vents, you may be able to install 
insulating panels. Leave the vents 
closed during the summer if there 
is no moisture problem. 

Basement foundations: A 

warm basement space provides 
warmer floors above. Most base¬ 

ments are primarily heated by the 
heat lost from the furnace and 
ductwork. Heat lost from the base¬ 
ment is just as expensive as heat 
lost from an upstairs room. To re¬ 
duce heat loss, install storm win¬ 
dows, caulk the sill joint and 
insulate the basement walls. 

Mobile home and manufac¬ 
tured housing foundations: 
Insulated skining should be in¬ 
stalled to reduce airflow and raise 
the temperature below the struc¬ 
ture. 

Don’t wait for winter winds to 
blow the dollars out of your wal¬ 
let. Call your electric cooperative 
today to find out how you can take 
advantage of these and other en¬ 
ergy-saving ideas for your home. 

More efficient lighting 

Increasing your lighting effi¬ 
ciency is one of the easiest ways 

to decrease your energy bills. For 
example, if you replace 25 percent 
of your lights in high-use areas 
with fluorescents, you can cut 
your lighting costs bill by about 50 
percent. Remember to review your 
indoor lighting, and if applicable, 
your outdoor lighting as well, and 
always look for the Energy Star® 
label when shopping for lighting 
projects. The U.S. Department of 
Energy offers these money-saving 
tips for your home or office: 

• Indoor lighting: Use linear 
fluorescent and energy-efficient 
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electric bills 
compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) 
in fixtures to provide high-quality 
and high-efficiency lighting. Fluo¬ 
rescent lamps are much more effi¬ 
cient than incandescent bulbs and 
last six to 10 times longer. Al¬ 
though fluorescent and compact 
fluorescent lamps are more expen¬ 
sive than incandescent bulbs, they 
pay for themselves by saving en¬ 
ergy over their lifetime. 

• Outdoor lighting: Many 
home and business owners use 
outdoor lighting for decoration 
and security. When shopping for 
outdoor lights, you will find a vari¬ 
ety of products, from low-voltage 

■ MARCH 2000 

pathway lighting to high-pressure 
sodium, motion-detector flood¬ 
lights. Some stores also carry lights 
powered by small photovoltaic 
(PV) modules that convert sunlight 
directly into electricity. Consider 
PV-powered lights for areas that 
are not close to an existing power 
supply line. Would you like more 
information on how to cut your 
electric bill? Contact your local 
electric cooperative for more infor¬ 
mation. They’ll be glad to help you 
find new ways to light your home 
or business and save energy. 
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When you plug in 
or flip a light switch, 
conscious decision to 
ifs not like buying gas for 
can’t fill up a tank with 
electricity after you use it 

an electric appliance 
you are making a 

purchase electricity, but 
your car. Unlike gas, you 

electricity. And you pay for 
not before, which makes it 

easy to forget about its cost until the bill arrives. That’s why the first 
step toward efficient energy use is to be aware of how and where 
you use electricity. 

While turning off the lights and TV in an empty room will help, it’s 
actually the appliances we never have to turn on and off that use the 
most energy. Furnaces, air conditioners, hot water heaters, 
refrigerators and freezers all work without the flip of a switch, and if 
they are inefficient, you could be throwing money away every month. 

For advice on how to make more efficient use of electricity in 
your home, call your local electric cooperative. We think electricity 
is a wonderful bargain, but we don’t think you should buy more than 
you need. 

Ill 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Helping you use energy efficiently 
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Looking for a good value? We're it! 
In a day when a dollar buys less 

and less, we at Norris Electric 
Cooperative (NEC) are doing what 
we can to make sure you get the 
most out of every dollar you spend 
with us. 

Consumer education is one of 
NEC’s primary missions. Wasting 
energy not only costs you money 
— it forces us to buy more power, 
adding to the cost of operating the 
system and raising your electric 
bill. This publication regularly car¬ 
ries information to help keep your 
electric bill as low as possible. 

Whether it’s a tip on installing 
energy-efficient lighting in your 
home, insulating your water 
heater, or just changing your fur¬ 
nace filters, Norris Electric wants 

It’s official. Norris Electric Coop 
erative (NEC) has joined the 

ranks of electric cooperatives 
across the country as a Touchstone 
Energy partner. 

By now you have seen, or 
soon will see, a new graphic sym¬ 
bol accompanying the familiar 
name and logo of Norris Electric 
on our bucket trucks, your power 
bill, signs and this newsletter. 
Electric cooperative across the 
United States launched the Touch¬ 
stone Energy brand to represent 
the advantages of locally owned 
and controlled electric service. 
Electric Co-ops like Norris Electric 
have a direct link with their mem¬ 
bers. 

Touchstone Energy is a nation¬ 
wide brand and marketing effort 
that identifies cooperative utilities 
who are committed to providing 
superior customer service, and in¬ 
novative new services all with in¬ 
tegrity and a strong community 
commitment. 

Keith McKinney, manager, says 

to help you get the best deal you 
can on the electricity you buy. 

That’s why energy conserva¬ 
tion is a partnership between you 
and us. While you work at home 
to keep your power bill down, 
we’re putting in the latest technol¬ 
ogy to better manage the system 
that delivers the power to you. 
This adds to the savings that we 
can pass on to you. 

Another important part of our 
commitment to you is safety edu¬ 
cation. Electricity is such a normal 
part of your life that it is easy to 
forget it can be dangerous if im¬ 
properly used. We want to remind 
you to play it safe by installing 
child safety plugs in unused out¬ 
lets, being careful when using 

the Touchstone Energy brand will 
take NEC and its members into the 
future as the electric utility indus¬ 
try changes. 

“It’s much more than a 
graphic addition to our name and 
logo. It’s a commitment to our 
customers that they can count on 
us, as a locally based and con¬ 
trolled utility. We’ll be here to de¬ 
liver them reliable, affordable 
energy services and to be an advo¬ 
cate for their energy and commu¬ 
nity needs,” McKinney says. 

“We believe our local presence 
is one of our strongest assets, and 
our affiliation with Touchstone En¬ 
ergy will remind our consumers 
who we are and what we stand 
for.” 

By pooling resources through 
the brand with other cooperative 
utilities, Norris Electric will be 
able to provide consumer informa¬ 
tion and awareness of their cus¬ 
tomer-focused services as the 
electric utility industry evolves, he 
adds. 

electric tools near water, or having 
underground cables marked prior 
to digging around your home. 
Many electric co-ops also provide 
important information to local 
schools to help teach children 
about electrical safety. 

Norris Electric Cooperative 
was created to serve the people it 
provides power to — not to pro¬ 
vide profits to out-of-town power 
companies. The principle on 
which we were founded — service 
to our local communities — is just 
as strong today as the day we 
opened our doors, 62 years ago. 
Regardless of how much electricity 
you use, we will do everything we 
can to help you get the most out 
of your energy dollar. 

Energy alliance 
“We’ll help our members cut 

through the clutter,” he said. 
“We ll be here for our members for 
the long haul. If it’s accountability, 
service and commitment to com¬ 
munity a customer wants from 
their utility, they will find it in a 
Touchstone Energy cooperative.” 

In all, some 550 electric co¬ 
ops throughout the U.S. have 
joined together to increase con¬ 
sumer awareness of the strength 
and value of cooperatives. To¬ 
gether these co-ops serve 14.5 mil¬ 
lion customers, making 
Touchstone Energy the largest uni¬ 
fied utility network in the United 
States. 

“We’re preparing for increas¬ 
ing competition in the industry,” 
says McKinney. ‘Although individu¬ 
ally we are small, together we have 
real strength. We’ll be there in the 
future, developing new partner¬ 
ships to create new services and 
strengthen our core business of 
providing reliable energy services,” 
he concludes. 

Norris Electric joins Touchstone 

Norris Electric Cooperative • Route 130 South • Newton, Illinois 62448 • (618) 783-8765 
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Members hear from new manager at 
annual meeting 
Members of Norris Electric Coopera¬ 

tive had an opportunity to meet 
their new manager, Keith McKinney, at 
the co-op’s 62nd annual meeting held 
Saturday, Feb. 12, at the Newton High 
School. McKinney spoke very briefly, 
and noted that he had many dealings 
with co-ops when he had worked for 
AmerenCIPS, Norris’ wholesale power 
supplier. 

“I worked with Norris Electric 
people, and with people from other co¬ 
ops as well,” he said, “and I want to tell 
you that Norris is one of the best co-ops 
in the state, if not the best. I’m proud to 
have been chosen to serve as your next 
manager.” He is the fourth manager the 
co-op has had in its 62-year history. 

Retired manager Ernest C. “Ernie” 
Weber was presented with a plaque 
honoring him for 51 years of service to 
the co-op. Representatives from the 
Regulatory Affairs Department of 
AmerenCIPS also presented a plaque 
recognizing Weber s dedication. Jeff 
Vance, supervisor, and Bob Mills, man¬ 
ager, made the presentation on behalf 
of AmerenCIPS. 

Norbert Nix, a long-time Norris 
Electric director who passed away sud¬ 
denly last year, was recognized, too. His 
widow, LaVaun, received a plaque com¬ 
memorating his service. 

Also during the business session, 
members re-elected six area men to the 
co-op’s governing board. They are Keith 
Sherwood of Casey, Walter W Hart of 
Annapolis, Wilburn H. Deters of 
Teutopolis, Kent Hetzer of Wheeler, Earl 
Minderman of Lawrenceville and Larry 
Seals of Mt. Carmel. 

Since this annual meeting dealt 
mainly with the last calendar year, and 
since Weber was manager of the co-op 

the entire year, he gave much of the 
manager’s report to the members in the 
form of a multimedia presentation. 

“Your board made an excellent 
choice in selecting McKinney as your 
new manager,” Weber said, “and as a 
long-time Montrose-area resident, he is 
no stranger to our area. He worked 
with our power supplier, AmerenCIPS, 
for several years, so he’s no stranger to 
Norris Electric, either.” 

Weber noted that many had pre¬ 
dicted long-term electric outages be¬ 
cause of the Y2K bug, and that glitch 
had proved to be no problem at all for 
the co-op. 

(Continued on page I6d) 

The area men who were re-elected to the board of directors of Norris 
Electric Cooperative are pictured with Keith McKinney, manager (standing). 
Seated from left are Earl Minderman of Lawrenceville, Kent Hetzer ol 
Wheeler, Wilburn H. Deters of Teutopolis, Larry Seals of Mt. Carmel and 
Keith Sherwood of Casey. The election took place at the co-op's 62"“ 
annual meeting, which was held Saturday, Feb. 12, at the Newton High 
School in Newton. Walter Hart of Annapolis, who was unable to attend 
the meeting, was also re-elected. 

APRIL 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Don’t let spring 
zap your children! 

Bpring is a time of mixed emotions. For many, it’s a 
time of hope that the cold will finally go away for 

;ood. For others, it’s a time of hope and renewal. For 
>arents, it offers an opportunity to get out and throw 
few baseballs to the children, or to watch them play 

lutside. For children, it means summer vacation's 
oming soon. 

But there’s another side to spring, too. For emer- 
;ency room doctors and nurses, spring is a busy sea¬ 
son, with many of the patients being children. 

Surprisingly, there are almost twice as many 
:hildhood injuries in the warm spring months as win- 
er. 

During the spring and summer months, children 
ire at increased risk because most, especially the 
lounger ones, tend to forget the safety rules they 
earned the previous year. They’re more likely to get 
lurt in collisions involving cars, bikes or pedestrians. 

There are also more drownings, 
poisonings, falls and chokings. 
Sadly, most could be prevented. 

If you have youngsters, be 
sure to take precautions to 

help protect them dur¬ 
ing the warm 
months. 

Check with your local Red 
Cross, American Heart As¬ 

sociation or hospital to 
see if you can get train¬ 
ing in cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR). It 
could save a life. 

Children often put 
themselves at risk on the 

streets. Be sure to remind yours about the dangers of 
crossing streets. Remind them to stop at the side of 
the road before crossing, and to look both ways. 

When driving, always be careful to buckle up 
your children, and remember that the front 
passenger’s seat is no place for a small child. Remem¬ 
ber that children are required by law to be either in a 
child safety seat or buckled in with a seat belt. Proper 
use of such devices, while often frustrating to chil¬ 
dren, can save lives. When using child seats, be sure 
to follow the manufacturer’s instructions carefully! 

Bicycle helmets are hot and uncomfortable, and 
some children think they're “uncool.” But they pre¬ 
vent serious injury and save lives. Since head injuries 
are the most common kind of bike-related trauma, be 
sure to insist that your children wear them. Be sure 

the helmet is ap¬ 
proved by ANSI and/ 
or other testing agen¬ 
cies. 

Warmer weather 
brings about lots of 
activity around wa¬ 
ter. and many 
drownings oc¬ 
cur when chil¬ 
dren are left 
unattended for 
very short lengths of 
time. Be sure your 
children have swim¬ 
ming lessons, and 
then keep in mind that they’re still not completely 
safe around water. Many water-related accidents hap¬ 
pen because children who know how to swim overes¬ 
timate their abilities. Keep an eye on your children at 
all times when they’re near water. 

Keep poisonous substances away from children. 
Nearly two-thirds of all calls to poison control centers 
concern children who are under five years old, and 
90 percent of such poisonings take place at home. 
Cleaners, medicines, paints and insect sprays are the 
products most often ingested by children. Be sure to 
store such items in out-of-reach cabinets with 
childproof locks. 

With warm weather, children are more likely to 
be involved with all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), and chil¬ 
dren and ATVs can be a dangerous combination. Be 
sure your children are well 
trained and mature 
enough before turning 
them loose with an ATy 
and be sure they wear a 
helmet and all the neces 
sary protective clothing. 

While it almost 
seems like spring is 
too dangerous to be 
enjoyable, that’s not 
really true. A few 
simple precautions 
will enable you 
and your children 
to enjoy the 
warming 
weather and 
still be safe. 
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Call your co-op 
for lightning 
protection tips 

April showers may bring May flowers, but 
what else do April showers bring? You guessed 
it - thunderstorms. Yes, it’s already time to gear up for 
stormy weather. To protect your home, possessions and 
family, take precautions now to prepare for those 
wayward bolts of lightning. 

Do all your major appliances have surge protectors? 
Do the lightning rods on your home and barns have good 
connections to the ground? Have you and your family gone 
over lightning safety for the coming spring and summer? 
Here are some tips to follow: 

■ In case of severe storms, stay inside a building or metal 
vehicle. 

■ Do not use the telephone, except in the case of an 
emergency. 

■ If outdoors, do not stand near utility poles or under 
large trees. 

■ Avoid high areas such as hills and tall structures. 
■ Stay away from metal equipment, wire fences, 

metal pipes and similar objects that might conduct 
lightning. 

Protect yourself and your home from lightning. Just one 
bolt could spoil your whole day. 
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(Continued from page 16a) 

He added that the Illinois Leg¬ 
islature had passed a deregulation 
law that enables co-ops to enter 
into competition, or not to, de¬ 
pending on their own assessment 
of the situation. 

“Your board of directors, as 
the guiding force behind your lo¬ 
cal co-op, will enter the deregu¬ 
lated market if and when they find 
it prudent to do so. 1 know they ll 
do what’s best for you, the mem¬ 
ber. They’re members, too.” 

Weber noted that Norris Elec¬ 
tric is enjoying a time of booming 
growth, with a nine-percent load 
growth for last year, as opposed to 
a four-percent annual growth fig¬ 
ure for the last several years. The 
co-op is busy adding new substa¬ 
tions and upgrading existing ones. 

“We energized the Red Hill 

Policy changes 
uring the regular monthly 
meeting of the Norris Electric 

Cooperative’s Board of Directors 
on Feb. 16, 2000 there were revi¬ 
sions made to two Standard Prac¬ 
tice Procedures that will be 
effective starting May 1. 2000. The 
information below shows in part 
the purpose of the procedures and 
the changes that were made. 
These procedures in their entirety 
are available for review at anytime 
at the Norris Electric Cooperative 
office at Rte. 130 South in Newton. 

Standard Practice Procedure 
# 29 Collection of Delinquent 
Accounts 

A bill is delinquent if not paid 
within 15 days of the billing date. 
At that time a notice is sent and a 
penalty charged. If the bill and 
penalty is not paid within 7 days 
of that notification a final notice is 
sent. If the bill and penalty is not 
paid within 8 days of the mailing 
of the final notice the consumer 
will be disconnected. 

Prior to reconnecting a con¬ 
sumer that has been disconnected 

substation in Lawrence County,” 
he said, “and we just energized the 
East Fork substation near the new 
Olney School. We increased the 
capacity of the Summit substation 
by 50 percent, completed the elec¬ 
trical work to serve three new sub¬ 
divisions and are starting work on 
the Wildwood Ridge development. 
We’ve upgraded several miles of 
line, and we’ve also built several 
miles of new line to tie our substa¬ 
tions together. 

“This year we ll build a new 
substation just east of Effingham, 
to handle the load growth in that 
area. All this will improve service 
reliability on our growing system. 
We plan to increase the capacity of 
the Birds, Loy and Greenup sub¬ 
stations. They will all be upgraded 
to handle 50 percent more load. 
In a time when many electric utili¬ 
ties face shrinking loads, we’ve 

for non-payment, the bill must ei¬ 
ther be paid or a payment sched¬ 
ule agreed upon. Plus a reconnect 
charge of $25 applies. If the con¬ 
sumer requests that the service be 
reconnected outside normal work¬ 
ing hours a reconnect charge of 
$75 would apply instead of the 
normal $25. 

If a medical condition exists 
for a consumer (that has been cer¬ 
tified by a physician) the discon¬ 
nection may be delayed for 60 
days. This extension can only be 
made if the consumer reaches a 
written agreement with the Coop¬ 
erative for a payment schedule and 
a physician’s statement is on file at 
the cooperative. 

The main change in this 
procedure is raising the 
reconnection fees from $15 to 
$25 for working hour 
reconnects and from $30 to 
$75 for reconnects after 
working hours. 

Standard Practice Procedure 
#30 Consumer Deposit 

just finished last year with 281 
new members.” 

Dean Dietrich of Dundas gave 
the treasurer’s report, also in a 
multimedia presentation. He 
noted that the co-op paid 
$12,854,923 for wholesale power 
in 1999, and that was $329,000 
less than it had paid the previous 
year. Revenue from sales of power 
came to $19,718,585, which was 
$77,732 more than for 1999. Mar¬ 
gins — what’s left after all the bills 
are paid — amounted to 
$1,755,458. That was up $133,932 
from the previous year. 

After the meeting the board 
met in reorganizational session 
and elected Kent Hetzer of 
Wheeler, president; Earl 
Minderman of Lawrenceville, vice 
president; Russell C. Scherer of 
Sumner, secretary; and Dean 
Dietrich, treasurer. 

A deposit will be charged for 
non-owner residences, 
non-residential facilities, all mo¬ 
bile homes, and other consumers 
that the cooperative deems neces¬ 
sary. The deposit amounts are 
shown below: 

Non-Owner Residential (rental) 
non-electric heat $50 
electric heat $75 

Mobile Home $75 
Non-Residential (businesses)- 
The greater of $75 or 60 days of 
estimated electric bills 

If the consumer exhibits a 
poor payment practice a deposit 
will be collected just as if the con¬ 
sumer was a “Non-Owner” (as 
shown above at $50 or $75). 

The main change in this 
procedure is raising the 
deposits from $25 to $50 for 
the non-owner resident and 
$50 to $75 for the other 
categories. The non-residential 
deposit was raised from 45 
days of estimated electric 
usage to 60 days. 

Norris Electric Cooperative • Route 130 South • Newton, Illinois 62448 • (618) 783-8765 
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Yale man finds treasure trove of artifacts 
Many of us walk the fields after a 

rain, looking for Indian artifacts, 
mostly arrowheads. Steve Hunsaker of 
Yale does that, too. Unlike most of us, 
he finds all kinds of things, regularly. 

Judging from the magnitude of his 
finds, it’s obvious that his place, along 
Panther Creek just east of Yale, was 
often frequented by Indians, perhaps 
over a period of several hundred 
years. 

He began finding things by acci¬ 
dent, after salt blocks he’d put out for 
cattle killed off the surrounding grass 
and left bare ground. Each rainfall 
would expose some new artifacts. 

Steve, who’d walked the fields 
many times, started “mining” the site a 
couple of years ago, by plowing a 
small knoll and pumping water on it. 

“I’ve found a lot of pieces,” he 
says, “and I’ve taken some of them to 
Calvin Howard, a Springfield expert 
who authenticates artifacts. He says 
most of these come form the archaic 
era of about 4,000-9,000 years ago, 
and that some may date back to 
11,000-14,000 years ago, to the paleo 
period.” 

Howard suggests that the site was 
one that had been visited many times 
by numerous groups of people, prob¬ 
ably over several thousand years, re¬ 
sulting in an interesting mix of 

artifacts. 
Steve notes that he has found 

many different kinds of artifacts, in¬ 
cluding full-grove axe heads, celts 
(ungrooved axes), sharpening stones, 
and, of course, arrowheads. 

He notes that many people miss 
some true artifacts, just because they 
don’t recognize them. While arrow¬ 
heads and axes are easily recogniz¬ 
able, others are not. 

k Above, Steve is 
pictured with a few 
of his many artifacts. 
At left are some of 
the larger pieces, 
including a grooved 
axe and a celt, which 
is an ungrooved axe. 

“Many cutting tools were small,” 
he says, “round and about the size of 
a silver dollar. They’d have been 
sharpened at one point around the 
rim, and might have been used to skin 
small animals. While they’re real 
tools, most casual collectors would 
mistake them for flakes. But the Indi¬ 
ans used them by the hundreds.” 

That’s obvious, because Steve, 
who knows what to look for, has 
found them — by the hundreds. 

Those interested in contacting 
Steve about his collection can contact 
him at (618) 793-2606. 
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l$ your 
kite worth 
your life? 

Whether you’re young or old, kiting holds that unmistakable mys¬ 

tique. Kites can be flown in any shape and size and come in a myriad of 

colors. And it’s so exciting to see your children’s faces when the kite is 

finally launched. But what happens when their beautiful kite becomes en¬ 

tangled in power lines or trees? Even though you can’t stand to watch 

them cry, do yourself and your family a favor, and just buy a new one. 

While you may think that kite is one-of-a-kind, remember that your life is 

too, and it’s worth more than any kite could ever be. 

For more information on kite safety, 
call your local electric cooperative. 
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Five steps to summer 
energy efficiency 

Many years ago, we all heated our homes in the 
winter, and didn’t bother to cool them in the sum¬ 
mer, except by running the occasional fan and 
opening doors and windows. Under those condi¬ 
tions, “tightness” in a home didn’t matter during 
the warmer months, since doors and windows were 
frequently open. 

Things are different now. While we want to 
keep heat in and cold out during the winter, those 
of us who use air-conditioners need to keep cool in 
and heat out during the sweltering months of sum¬ 
mer. These tips will help you corral that cool air 
you’ve paid for, and keep the heat outside, where it 
belongs. 

Insulate doors and windows 
Be sure to start with your home’s biggest 
energy wasters, the windows and exterior 
doors. You lose more of your heating and 
cooling dollars through these — per 
square inch — than through any other 

part of your home. For instance, heat passes 
through a single-pane glass window 14 times as fast 
through a well-insulated wall. So, even if your attic 
is full of insulation, you can still be wasting money 
and energy through your windows and doors. 

Install storm or double-pane windows to cut 
this energy drain in half. Add storm doors to create 
the same insulation effect there. 

Caulk and weatherstrip 
After insulating your doors and win¬ 
dows, don’t forget to caulk and 
weatherstrip those little nooks and 
crannies that will let heat in. Nearly 40 
percent of your monthly heating and 
cooling bill could be going out through 
cracks due to poorly caulked and 

weathers tripped doors and windows. 
Caulking is a rubber-like material that can ex¬ 

pand or contract to seal air leaks around each pane 
of window glass and between the door and window 
frames and the house. Weatherstripping is a flexible 
material, such as foam rubber, felt, or aluminum, 
that helps assure a snug fit between the parts of 
windows and doors that open and close. 

Water heater 
In the average American house, water 
heating is the second largest energy 
user. Save water and the energy needed 
to keep it hot by maintaining an energy- 
efficient water heating system and con¬ 

serving hot water. 
Start with the heating tank itself: 
• Get the right-size water heater. Keeping more 

hot water on hand than you need can waste energy. 
• You can save about 6 percent of your water 

heating energy costs, for each 10 degrees you can 
lower the temperature on your water heater. 

• If the sides of your water heater feel warm to 
the touch, you may be able to save money and en¬ 
ergy by adding insulation. Wrap a water heater 
blanket around the water heater, especially if it’s 
located in an unheated area of your home. 

• In addition to insulating the water heater, 
you can also save money by insulating the hot wa¬ 
ter pipes going out of the heater. 

Low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators re¬ 
duce water flow, saving both water and energy. Aer¬ 
ated showerheads and faucets mix air with water to 
maintain pressure, and low-flow showerheads 
pulse the water flow. These simple devices are eas¬ 
ily installed and can reduce the amount of water 
and energy used by 50 percent. 4 Seal ducts 

The ducts that carry cooled air from 
your air conditioner to each room of 
your home may have leaks. Doing a 
checkup here can help you save as 
much as 10-15 percent on your cooling 

bill. All ductwork should be sealed at the joints to 
prevent leakage. Ducts located in the uncondi¬ 
tioned areas of your home (attics and crawlspaces) 
should be insulated. 

Use a set-back thermostat 
A setback thermostat allows you to 
change the temperature setting or turn 
off your cooling system at pre-set times. 
Each morning when you leave and each 
evening when you return, the tempera¬ 
ture changes to save energy, automati¬ 
cally. Heating or cooling is done only 

when someone is home. 
By using these easy and cost-effective energy 

saving guidelines, you can stay comfortable all year 
around and still save money. 

For more information on how you can save en¬ 
ergy, call your electric cooperative. 
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Ik An artist's 
drawing of the 
proposed Dieterich 
Veterans' Memorial 
shows a circular field 
and a semicircular 
wall around the 
existing World War I 
memorial. Dieterich 
citizens hope to 
dedicate the new 
memorial on July 4. 

Dieterich to build veterans' 
memorial 
The village of Dieterich is building a 

memorial to honor all community 
veterans, and is seeking help from all 
interested parties, notes Delbert 
Mundt, of the board of directors of 
Norris Electric Cooperative and a 
member of the memorial 
organization’s planning committee. 

“We would like to offer an oppor¬ 
tunity for those who treasure our na¬ 
tional and local community to leave a 
legacy to future generations by mak¬ 
ing a contribution to the Dieterich 
Community Veterans’ Memorial,” 
Mundt says. “Engraved bricks and 
stones will be used to form a court¬ 
yard encirclement around the Memo¬ 
rial Arch in the Dieterich Liberty Park, 
and bricks and stones may be pur¬ 
chased by interested parties.” 

Mundt notes that gifts of any 

amount are welcome and that anyone 
wishing to buy a ’’dedicated” brick or 
stone can do so. A brick costs $50, 
while a 16”- by 16” stone costs $500. 

“This memorial to all veterans is 
important to remind future genera¬ 
tions of the enormous contribution all 
veterans make in preserving freedom 
and democracy,” Mundt adds. Mundt 
notes that the organization hopes to 
include all veterans, and urges area 
veterans to submit their names for in¬ 
clusion on the wall. There is no 
charge, he emphasizes. 

The committee hopes to have the 
memorial ready for dedication by July 
4, 2000, so if you’re interested in 
helping, you’ll need to act fast! For 
more information, call the Dieterich 
Village Hall at (217) 925-5410. 
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Norris 
Electric joins 
"Youth to 
Washington" 
While it may sound like a 

cliche, and should be fairly 
obvious to anyone, it’s a simple 
fact that some of the young 
people of this generation are go¬ 
ing to be the leaders of the next 
one. We at NEC believe that, and 
we believe it’s important enough 
to help shape future leaders that 
we’ve decided to participate in 
the Illinois Electric and Tele¬ 
phone Cooperatives “Youth 
Tour” program. 

The students who will represent Norris Electric Cooperative on the Youth 
to Washington tour June 16-23 are pictured with their alternates. From left 
are John Freitag, vice president of operations for the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, tour director; Theresa Drees of Dieterich (winnerj, 
Jennifer Mellendorf of Montrose (winnerj, Melaina Hammond of Martinsville 
(first runner-upj, Kara Await of Altamont (second runner-upj and Mike 
Ochs, chaperone. 

High school students from across 
Illinois met their state legislators in 
Springfield during "Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives Youth 
Day" on Wednesday, April 12. The 
tour was an opportunity for the 
students to learn more about the co¬ 
ops' democratic business model, as 
well as their state government. 
During their trip to the capitol, the 
students met with Secretary of State 
Jesse White. Nineteen area students 
representing Norris Electric 
Cooperative, Newton, met with Sen. 
Bill O'Daniel, Sen. Judith A. Myers 
and Rep. Dale A. Righter at the State 
Capitol. Nearly 300 students and 
chaperones also toured the Illinois 
Supreme Court, the State Capitol, 
Lincoln's Tomb, and the Executive Mansion. Representing Norris Electric Cooperative were, front row from left: 
Catherine Gangloff of Oblong High School, Adam Gage and Jason Story of Newton High School, Michael Weidman 
of St. Anthony High School, Kara Await of Altamont High School, Sheena Davis of Martinsville High School, 
Stephanie Borrelli ofTeutopolis High School, Lisa Plummer of Cumberland High School, Tony Stevens of Hutsonville 
High School and Nikkie Brotherton of Oblong High School. Back row from left. Rep. Righter, Jon Piersall of 
Hutsonville High School, Andrew Goeckner of St. Anthony High School, Melaina Hammond of Martinsville High 
School, Ryan Stuckemeyer of Beecher City High School, Theresa Drees of Teutopolis High School, Sen. O'Daniel, 
Sen. Myers, Emily Westendorf and Jennifer Mellendorf of Dieterich High School, Zachary Cochran of Altamont 
High School and Andree Long of Cumberland High School. 
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Cooperative commitment 
— you can count on it 

Integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to 
community — strong principles on which electric cooperatives 
were founded more than half a century ago. While investor- 
owned utilities are concerned with profit margins, electric co¬ 
operatives are committed to providing their members with the 
best local service possible. 

Co-ops aren’t closing local offices and service centers in 
Illinois. Instead, they are right where they’ve always been, 
providing personal service from people you know and trust. 

Electric cooperatives — 

we’re here for our members! 

Norris Electric Cooperative • Route 130 South • Newton, Illinois 62448 • (618) 783-8765 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m 
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u light. 
but cut costs by lighting wi 

Light is wonderful! During winter, when days 
are short, many people suffer from “the winter 
blues.” They’re caused partly by the shortness of 
the days and partly by the weakness of the light 
during daytime hours. 

But as wonderful as it is, artificial light is 
relatively expensive. About 15 percent of the elec¬ 
tricity used in the average home goes for lighting. 

Here are some suggestions to help you reduce 
your real “light bill.” 

Indoor lighting 
• Turn off lights in any room not being 

used. 

• Light-zone your home. Concentrate 
lighting in reading and working 
areas and where it’s needed for 
safety (in stairwells, for example). 

• Reduce overall lighting in non¬ 
working areas by removing one bull 
out of three in multiple light fixtures. 
Replace it with a burned-out bulb for safety. Re¬ 
place other bulbs throughout the house with 
bulbs of the next lower wattage. 

• Consider installing solid state dimmers or high- 
low switches when replacing light switches, so 
you can reduce lighting intensity in a room and 
save energy. 

• Use one large bulb instead of several small ones 
in areas where you need bright light. 

• Use compact fluorescents when you can: 
They’re far more energy-efficient than incandes¬ 
cent lights. These lights can fit into many 
incandescent lamp sockets and provide the 
same quality of light. Compact fluorescent 
lamps are three to four times more efficient 
than conventional bulbs and last 10 times as 
long. For several years, they were very 
expensive, but many electric co-ops and 
building supply stores offer them on sale at very 

reasonable prices. 

• Consider fluorescent lighting for the kitchen 
sink and countertop areas. These lights, set 
under kitchen cabinets or over counters, are 
pleasant and energy-efificient. 

• Fluorescent lighting also is effective for makeup 
and grooming areas. Use 20-watt deluxe warm 
white lamps in these areas. 

• Need new lamps? Consider the advantages of 
those with three-way switches. They make it 

easy to keep 
lighting 
levels low 
when 
intense 
light is not 
needed. Use 
the “high” 
switch for 
reading or other 
activities that 
require brighter light. 

• Turn three-way bulbs to the lowest lighting level 
when watching TV You’ll reduce glare and save 
energy. 

• Use low-wattage night light bulbs. These come 
in 4-watt and 7-watt sizes, and the smaller one 
may work well for you. 

• Try 50-watt reflector floodlights in directional 
lamps (such as pole or spot lamps). These 
floodlights provide about the same amount of 
light as the standard 100-watt bulbs at half the 
wattage. 

• Try 25-watt reflector flood bulbs in high- 
intensity portable lamps. They provide about 
the same amount of light but use less energy 
than the 40-watt bulbs that normally come with 
these lamps. 

• Keep all lamps and lighting fixtures clean. 

• You can save on lighting costs through 
decorating. Light colors for walls, rugs, 
draperies and upholstery reflect light and 
reduce the amount of artificial light needed. 

Outdoor lighting 
• Have decorative outdoor gas lamps turned off, 

unless they’re essential for safety. By turning off 
one gas lamp, you might save from $40 to $50 a 
year in gas costs. If you need an exterior light, 
you might consider replacing your gas model 
with an electric unit. 

• Use outdoor lights only when they’re needed. 
One way to make sure they’re off during the 
daylight hours is to put them on a photocell 
unit or timer. 

• Consider installing solar-powered pathway 
lamps or high-efficiency sodium lamps for out¬ 
door security lighting. They are available at 
many local hardware stores and building 
suppliers. 
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Norris Electric Cooperative is now offering 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9$ 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Norris Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service 
through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance service is 
one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you can see, 
you can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or 
anywhere out of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per 
minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive 
calls from family members or acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 
number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, 
or long-term agreements. Your local provider may charge $5-$10 to change 
providers. For additional information or to sign up, call the cooperative office at 1-877-783-8765. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-877-783-8765, or 
Mail Application to: Norris Electric Cooperative, Rte 130 South, Newton, IL 62448 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 

Name_ 
Street_ 
City  

Social Security Number_ 

State ZiP. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 
Current Carrier 

( ). Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  
Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ 800 Number Requested_ 

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 
Class 1 + LDA69EZ 800# E 69EZ Travel THE Agency NEC. 

Customer Signature_ Date 
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G SC S Farms mines the specialty market 

This worker is hard at it, installing a pump to 
keep the water flowing to area farms. 

Steve and Gene Mahrenholz 
have a farm near Birds, in 

Lawrence County. While 
they’re a lot like other farmers, 
they’re also “farmers with a dif¬ 
ference.” Instead of the corn 
and soybeans that are so preva¬ 
lent in the area, they grow spe¬ 
cialty crops. 

Steve notes that their 
grandparents farmed in the 
area, and that they branched 
out into specialty crops for a 
simple reason: they perceived 
that there was more profit po¬ 
tential in other crops than in 
corn and beans, although they 
do produce some of those 
crops, too. 

“We plant some 2,000 acres 
of white corn that’s used for 
tortilla chips and the like,” he 
says, “and we put in some 250 
acres of yellow corn for the 
Japanese market. They use it to 
make glue. We grow some seed 
corn for Pioneer Seed Com¬ 
pany, too.” 

In addition, 
they raise 80 acres 
of green beans, and 
some cucumbers 
and potatoes. 

“We lease about 
200 acres to another 
farmer who grows 
tomatoes,” Steve 
says. “We provide the 
acreage and the irri¬ 
gation, and he does 

Steve admits that deskwork is not one 
of his favorite pastimes, and that he gets away 
when he can, but he still spends a lot of time here. 
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You’ve heard the 
expression, 

“some like it hot,” 
but you don’t 
want it to be hot in 
your home this 
summer. You can 
keep your home cool 
and reduce elec¬ 
tric costs by abid¬ 
ing by these 
simple rules. 

^ Limit the use 
of your air condi¬ 
tioner during peak load 
times - 6 - 9 a.m. and 4-9 p m 

^ On the hottest days turn your thermostat to a warmer 
setting. 

^ Limit use of dishwashers, clothing dryers, ovens and 
basically anything that generates heat to the coolest 
parts of the day. 

^ Use ceiling and box fans to make the most efficient use 
of your air conditioner. 

^ Make sure your entire family understands how and 
why to conserve electricity. 

For more energy efficient tips, 
call your local electric cooperative. 

Electric cooperatives of Illinois... 
powerful solutions for more than 60 years 
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Take a peek at new windows 
when building a home 
or replacing windows. 

You can avoid energy-wasting window mistakes if you consider climate and solar 
orientation when you build or buy a home. Does the home take advantage of the 
sun’s natural light and warmth? Has it been designed not to overheat? Does it have 
trees that will offer shade in the summer? Following this advice will help you keep 
utility bills down. Years ago, windows were pretty much win¬ 

dows. Many families had individually fit¬ 
ted storm windows and screens that were 

matched to each window and marked for that 
particular frame. 

In the spring, homeowners would take 
down the storm windows and install the 
screens. That made it easy to get fairly comfort¬ 
able by opening all the windows. The screens 
would keep out all the pesky critters, and the 
house would enjoy some ventilation. Trees of¬ 
ten provided cooling shade. 

At the first sign of winter, the screens came 
down and storm windows went up. For the 
most part, that practice has gone the way of the 
horse and buggy, but for many years, windows 
were still pretty much just a piece of glass in a 
wooden frame. They didn't offer 
much thermal efficiency. 

Times have changed, and 
windows have taken on an en¬ 
tirely new dimension. You can 
buy windows — and sometimes 
have films retrofitted — that will 
reduce solar heat gain and cut 
down on the amount of ultra¬ 
violet rays that fade drapes and 
furniture. 

Other window assemblies 
provide insulation, to keep heat 
in and cold out. These days, you 
should consider using double¬ 
pane-insulating glass throughout 
the house. Consider windows 
with low-emissivity (low-E) coat¬ 
ings and gas fills in new construc¬ 
tion, or when you need to replace 
windows. 

Granted, these windows are 
not cheap, but they will pay for 
themselves over time. Doug 
Rye, noted architect and 
energy consultant, says in 
his workshops, “These 
things don’t cost you money 

— they make you money!” 
It’d probably be more truthful to say that 

they cost money, but that they pay it back 
quickly, and go on to save money for years to 
come. 

They also improve comfort and reduce con¬ 
densation. Installing a low-E coated double 
glass unit with gas fill, instead of standard 
double glazing, will improve the insulating 
value of the glass area by 40 to 50 percent. A 
low-E costing is a virtually invisible metal or me¬ 
tallic oxide layer on the glass that reflects heat 
back into the home during cold weather and 
back to the outdoors when it’s warm. 

Be sure to invest in good window frames. 
Wood and vinyl frames give the best insulating 
value. Consider solar heat gain from windows. 

Glazings are available to 
control the amount of 
incoming solar radia¬ 
tion. 

There are two more 
important factors to 
consider when trying to 
cut cooling costs. First, 
choose windows that 
you can open, so you 
can use natural or fan- 
assisted ventilation in 
moderate weather. Sec¬ 
ondly, if it’s at all pos¬ 
sible, plant a deciduous 
tree that will shade the 
window during the sum¬ 
mer, but will not block 

warming sunshine during the winter. 
Keep in mind that windows can be tai¬ 

lored to different sides of the house, and 
that what’s good for the south side may be 
inappropriate for the north or east side. 
Consult with an expert and for just a 
little extra, you can have windows that 
are custom-placed to increase comfort 
and cut costs the year’ round. 
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Steve, center, and his brother. Gene, 
right, oversee the welding of a pipe 
that's part of an area irrigation system. 

the rest. In all, our operation 
comprises some 4,000 acres. 

“We must be doing some¬ 
thing unusual or something 
right, or both,” he continues, 
“because we’ve received quite 
a bit of publicity over the 
years. Norris Electric featured 
the operation in its newsletter 
in about 1963, and we’ve had a 
lot of newspaper people do 
stories on us, too.” 

Their parents, who farmed 
for many years, have moved to 
Florida to become permanent 
snowbirds, and in the tradition 
of keeping the business in the 
family, Steve and Gene have 
their sons involved in the op¬ 
eration. “My son, Brad, and 
Gene’s son, Jim work on the 
farm, and so does my wife, 
Marilyn, and Gene’s wife, Judy, 
who’s a bookkeeper,” Steve 
adds. 

Steve notes that the corn 
varieties they grow differ very 
little from others, and that the 
machinery used in their har¬ 
vesting operations is pretty 
much the same as any farmer 
would use. 

The white corn, though, 
takes a little longer to grow. 
“We plant it a month earlier 
than other varieties, and har¬ 
vest it just a few days before 
the rest. 

“We have quite a bit of stor¬ 
age,” he remarks, “because we 
have to store almost every¬ 
thing. We have storage space 
for about 240,000 bushels.” 

Irrigation is an important 

part of the operation, and 
Gene and Steve are deeply in¬ 
volved in keeping the water 
flowing. 

“We’ve been involved in 
the irrigation district for 
years,” he says, “and we’re of¬ 
ten called on to go out and do 
some work to keep things go¬ 
ing. We re glad to do it, and 
we’re certainly not the only 
ones. As busy as everyone is 
these days, it’s not too difficult 
to get together a good working 
party when work needs to bet 
done.” 

It is, no doubt, that willing¬ 
ness to pitch in that has kept 
the operation in the family for 
so long, and that has made it a 

successful venture. 

It's taken a lot of cutting, fitting and welding, but this system will be pumping water — lots of it — soon. 

NORRIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE • Route 130 South • Newton, Illinois 62448 • (618) 783-8765 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m 
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Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

Newton, Illinois 62448 • 783-8765 I— 

gffg 

(_ INCVV^ 

Drees, Mellendorf tour Washin 
T1 wo area youths spent the 

week of June 16-23 explor¬ 
ing Washington D.C. The stu¬ 
dents met with Illinois 
congressional leaders and 
learned about their government 
during the annual “Youth to 
Washington” tour. This event, 
sponsored by the electric and 
telephone cooperatives of Illi¬ 
nois, began in the late 1930s to 
introduce rural youths to our 

democratic form of government 
and cooperatives. Theresa Drees 
of Dieterich and Jennifer 
Mellendorf of Montrose repre¬ 
sented Norris Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. They met with 
Congressman David Phelps on 
Capitol Hill and were among 55 
rural Illinois youth leaders se¬ 
lected for the trip. In addition 
to the Capitol, students also vis¬ 
ited Arlington National Cem¬ 

etery, the National Cathedral, 
the Supreme Court, the 
Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
the Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia and a number of other 
historical sites. Pictured are (Tr): 
Drees, Congressman Phelps and 
Mellendorf. 

Ground broken for Dieterich vets7 memorial 
The Village of Dieterich has 

done a lot in the last few 
years to brighten its future. Now, 
it’s doing a lot to honor those 
who helped ensure that the 
town had a future: it’s building 
a veterans’ memorial. 

Several area veterans got to¬ 
gether on Saturday, July 1, to 
break ground for a new/old me¬ 
morial, actually a combination 
and expansion of two older 
ones. The new one will be built 
around the old World War I Lib¬ 
erty Memorial, which was built 

in 1920. The Dieterich machine 
gun memorial, built in 1927, 
will be relocated to the current 
site. The original memorial was 
an arch, and the new one in¬ 
cludes a semi-circular wall 
around it, with the names of all 
known area veterans to be in¬ 
scribed on it. Veterans from as 
far back as the War of 1812 will 
be memorialized. A star will 
mark the names of those who 
died in service. 

The work, which is ex¬ 
pected to cost some $75,000, is 
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well underway, even though 
fund raising is still short of its 
goal. So far, some $60,000 has 
been raised, largely through 
donations from veterans. 

Commemorative bricks are 
being sold, too, so citizens can 
honor friends or family mem¬ 
bers in the courtyard of the me¬ 
morial. 

Those interested in making 
a donation, buying a brick or 
just getting more information 
can call Irma Horn at (217) 925- 
5380. 
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Breathe easy and save money too — 
change your A/C filter 
While it seems mildly disgusting, dirty filters in 

any forced-air HVAC (heating/ventilation/air¬ 
conditioning) system actually do get more dirt out 
of the air than clean filters. As the filter gets dirty 
the dirt blocks new dirt coming through. 

But a dirtier filter isn’t better for your furnace. 
The dirtier the filter, the harder your equipment 
has to work to force air through it. This lost effi¬ 
ciency increases the time the equipment must 
work, raising your energy 
bills and reducing equip¬ 
ment life. 

Continuing to use a 
dirty filter can reduce air 
flow, causing equipment to 
overheat, then quit alto¬ 
gether. Sometimes systems 
will restart if you just 
change the filter. If not, 
your repair person is just a 
phone call and a check¬ 
book away. 

Filtering air also raises 
its quality for those breath¬ 
ing it. While furnace filters may not meet the 
needs of those with asthma or other lung dis¬ 
eases, they can definitely remove bothersome lint 
and cut down on the need to dust. You should be 
aware, however, that breathability is generally best 
if air is filtered continuously; if your blower has a 
“low” setting, leaving it on all the time results in 
the best air quality. 

Types of Filters 
The most common “el-cheap-o” furnace filter 

is a one-inch pad of adhesive-coated fiberglass in 
those neon pinks, blues, and greens you’ve 
grown to love in your teenager’s hair. Your fur¬ 
nace thinks these filters are great, as they get rid 
of the dog hair, sawdust and other large particles 
that reduce mechanical efficiency. 

Your lungs, however, have other ideas. Your 
lungs are affected by smaller particulates and pol¬ 
len that standard filters don’t trap. 

3M to the rescue! These “Fiber for Every Occa¬ 
sion” folks have developed several additional 
types of materials that, while still fitting in the 
one-inch filter slot typical of most household 
equipment, do a better job of air cleaning. 

“Passive electric” filters, for instance, use fibers 
that pick up a static charge as the air passes 
through. The charge attracts and holds fine par¬ 
ticles. Different types of fibers - polypropylene, 
polyolefin - can improve cleaning, as can pleating, 
which adds additional material to the filter while 
keeping thickness to an inch. Look for filters in 
these categories that can get rid of as much as 97 
percent of pollen and 33 percent of dust. Some 

can even be washed and re-used. 
Other filters use thin metal plates. Some work 

similarly to the passive-electric fiber filters. Others 
draw additional electricity to create opposite 
charges on two successive plates. Dirt gets 
charged while passing through the first plate, 
causing it to stick to the plate with the opposite 
charge. These filters frequently generate ozone, 
which some models reduce through use of an ad¬ 

ditional carbon filter. 
Metal filters are “perma¬ 

nent” - a real advantage for 
those in cramped condos 
with limited storage space. 
But you have to clean them 
frequently. They can also 
be relatively expensive, so 
do a back-of-the-envelope 
comparison on costs before 
you buy. If your system is 
new, a permanent filter 
will probably save a few 
dollars in the long run. But 
if you have a 12-year-old 

heat pump with a 15 - to 17-year expected life, 
you may want to stick with disposable filters, as 
chances are the size needed for the current equip¬ 
ment isn’t going to fit replacement equipment 
down the line. 

Manufacturers recommend changing filters 
every month or two when the equipment is in 
use. Look for two different types of ratings on 
your furnace filters: 
• ‘Arrestance” is used for larger particles. Stan¬ 

dard and static-charge filters generally rate 
around 75 percent effectiveness on this scale. 
Pleated polyolefin filters generally get a 90 per¬ 
cent arrestance effectiveness rating or higher. 

• The “Dust Spot Efficiency” standard measures a 
filter's ability to remove fine particles - between 
0.3 and 6 microns in size. This standard puts 
anything under 30 percent in the “low effi¬ 
ciency” category. Garden-variety7 filters are usu¬ 
ally around 10 percent. Pleated filters vary 
widely - from 20 to 55 percent. In general, it 
takes a separate filtering system to get into the 
90 percent range on this test. 

Both these measures come from a standard 
developed by the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Engineers 
(ASHRAE), and the labeling on filters doesn’t al¬ 
ways make it clear which ASHRAE standard is be¬ 
ing used. Check carefully. 

You may also have seen a filter measurement 
standard called “thermal DOE” It’s used only to 
measure very high-performance filters that nor¬ 
mally can't be used with standard furnaces. 
Source: Charlotte LeGates, Energy’, com 

Just try to breathe through this disgusting 
mess. This ugly looking filter should have 
been changed months ago. 
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The local 

county fair 

is in town. 

Will you at¬ 

tend this year? The county fair is more 

than just cotton candy and a queen contest. It’s good wholesome fun for 

your community. 

Sit back and remember the fairs of your yesteryear. Remember the 

sense of pride you felt when the lambs you’d slaved over all year won first 

place? Remember how you felt when your dad put you in the seat of the 

antique tractor? Or how about when your mom’s apple pie won a ribbon 

in the fair bake-off? The fairs of today are somewhat different, but people 

still go to the fair to see the livestock, ride the newest rides and eat a 

myriad of goodies. This type of fun needs to be around when your 

children’s children come 

along. Think about it, 

shouldn’t you sup¬ 

port your county 

fair? 
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Norris Electric Cooperative is now offering 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9$ 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

• Free to join * No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 

Norris Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone ser¬ 
vice through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance ser¬ 
vice is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As you 
can see, you can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 
per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 
$0,069 per minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 
number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. Incom¬ 
ing calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. 
All rates are the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no 
monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. Your local pro¬ 
vider may charge $5-$10 to change providers. For additional information, call the cooperative office at 
1-877-783-8765. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-877-783-8765, or 
Mail Application to: Norris Electric Cooperative, Rte 130 South, Newton, IL 62448 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 

Name Social Security Number  
Street Estimated Monthly Usage 
City State Zip Current Carrier 
Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  
Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ 800 Number Requested  
800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the 
approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier 
change. 
Class 1 + LDA69EZ 800# E 69EZ Travel T14E Agency NEC. 

Customer Signature Date  

1 

L . 
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Your Touchstone Energy Partner ?0> 

Newton, Illinois 62448 • 783-8765 L— fNCVVD 

Why are we having outages? There have been several out 
ages in the last few months. 

Most of these are unscheduled 
outages that are unavoidable. 
Lightning and storms cause 
many, and some are due to auto¬ 
mobile accidents and animals. If 
you experience an outage dur¬ 
ing clear days, it is probably due 
to our crews performing mainte¬ 
nance. During 1999 we replaced 
974 poles and we’ve changed 
out 264 already this year. By the 
time this year is over we will 
probably have replaced about 
1,000 poles. 

The outages due to these 
pole replacements are sched¬ 
uled and take less time than if 
we waited until the poles actu¬ 
ally failed and caused an un¬ 
scheduled outage. Many of these 
poles are replaced with only a 
few members being affected 
while many would be affected if 
the pole broke and tripped the 
entire circuit. 

We have been performing 
substation maintenance that has 
been causing short outages. We 
are trying to connect our substa¬ 
tion transformers so all our sub¬ 
stations are synchronized. This 
means that when we are done, 
circuits from different substa¬ 
tions can be connected together 
to help support each other. 

This allows us to switch 
many of our members to an al¬ 
ternate substation feed while we 
are doing work or during emer¬ 
gencies. This will reduce the 
number of outages in the future. 

We have enlarged some of 
our other substations to handle 
more members. During these 

changes the substation has to be 
de-energized to install new 
transformers. We have also built 
two more substations to help 
relieve the load from substations 
that were close to overloaded. 

We have replaced several 
miles of older, smaller wire to 
upgrade our distribution lines. 
This not only increases the ca¬ 
pacity but also replaces old 
brittle wire that can easily break 
during high winds or an ice 
storm. 
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We have been trying to no¬ 
tify members with notices on the 
local radio stations or mailings 
to their homes of these outages 
but sometimes it is hard to get 
everyone notified. Although 
these short interruptions are a 
nuisance, they will help reduce 
the chance of longer unplanned 
outages in the future. We hope 
that most of this work will be 
completed soon and that it will 
greatly improve our reliability. 
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^ This line near Olney 
is one of many that 
we've upgraded over the 
last few months/ to 
improve system 
reliability. 

Substations are the heart 
of any distribution 
system, and we were 
beginning to outgrow 
several of ours. We put 
bigger transformers in 
this one to improve 
reliability and to allow 
▼ for system growth. 



The principal members of Dingo, Inc. pictured in front of the Effingham Walmart display are, from the 
left: Pam Crisman, Jerry Crisman, Kathy Witkowski and Scott Witkowski. 

erry Crisman and Kathy 
Witkowski are cooking up 

something new in their 
Effingham kitchens: barbecue 
sauce. They began their barbe¬ 
cue sauce business with two va¬ 
rieties, Kathy’s recipe “Unique 
Country Style,” and Jerry’s “Clas¬ 
sic Sweet Smokehouse.” The 
team put their heads together 
and cooked up two new styles in 
July, “Garlic Lovers” and “Bayou 
Burner.” 

Simmering next on the 
burner for the pair of sauce en¬ 
trepreneurs is a hot wings sauce 
entitled “Gator Wing Sauce.” 
They are also stirring up recipes 
for steak sauce, spaghetti sauce, 
chili mac sauce, and maybe even 
some canned tamales “but that 
may be way awhile yet” says 
Jerry. 

His speciality is baby back 
ribs, while Kathy is known for 
her smoked barbecue pork loin, 
and they are considering market- 
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ing these tasty treats as well. 
Kathy and Jerry have each 

had their own favorite barbecue 
sauce recipe for years. They have 
received so many compliments 
that they decided to join to¬ 
gether and form Dingo Inc. to 
market the sauces. So in Novem¬ 
ber they began their venture 
into the sweet and sticky busi¬ 
ness. 

Both Jerry and Kathy love 
cooking and entertaining. Kathy 
knows a few things about reci¬ 
pes and food service, she owns 
her own catering business 
“Unique Country Catering” and 
Jerry knows a thing or two about 
sales since he works as a sales¬ 
man for Yellow Freight. 

This work knowledge has 
helped to make their sauces a 
local success. And has enabled 
them to give out samples of the 
sauce to many barbecue lovers. 

The company name, Dingo, 
Inc. was easy to come up with 
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because Dingo was Jerry’s nick¬ 
name in high school. Wanting a 
name for the sauce, Jerry came 
up with the Cajun sounding 
“LeDeaux,” and a friend of the 
team suggested “Pappy” as a 
nice prefix to it. 

And so Pappy LeDeaux’s bar¬ 
becue and dipping sauce was 
born, and the company had to 
come up with a logo to go with 
it. The logo originally created by 
Jerry and Kathy contained only 
the name “Pappy LeDeaux’s” 
and a green alligator. But, due to 
a printing mistake, the alligator 
turned out blue. 

Kathy’s response to this mis¬ 
take was, “well, we both like 
things that are unique, and 
that’s unique, so we kept it.” 
Add to that the fact that Jerry 
“just looks like a Pappy,” accord¬ 
ing to Kathy, and you get the rea¬ 
soning behind having Jerry ’s 
picture next to a blue alligator as 
part of the label design. 



So, how do you start selling 
barbecue sauce? 

Well, you begin by making it 
up by the gallon and giving away 
free samples. At least, that’s 
what these guys did, sending out 
over 800 samples to “everyone 
we could think of,” says Kathy. 

They started simply, handing 
out bottles with labels scotch- 
taped on them. The first samples 
were 16 ounces, but when the 
amount of barbecue sauce 
needed to produce 800 bottles 
of this size became apparent, the 
team questioned how much they 
truly loved to cook vats of the 
sweet mixture. And so they 
made the samples several 
ounces smaller. 

The results were wonderful, 
and Kathy claims that right from 
the start “the community has 
wrapped its arms around us and 
supported us.” Koerner 
Distributing,Inc. was behind 

them before they even began 
bottling, and now distributes the 
sauce to a 47-county area. 

Springfield and Taylorville 
are the newest places to look for 
the sauce, and anyone can find it 
on the Internet. You can order 
bottles, gift packs, and merchan¬ 
dise featuring the Pappy 
LeDeaux’s logo, along with 
some recipes at 
www.pappyledeaux.com. 

And you can also order it in 
the Mid-America Corvette cata¬ 
log, which is going to sell the 
gift packs in its Christmas cata¬ 
log. 

Having a great support sys¬ 
tem probably helps when start¬ 
ing one’s own business, and it is 
obvious Jerry and Kathy have 
this in their spouses, Pam and 
Scott, who are both a very big 
part of the company. 

Everything about the sauce 
is being done locally now, and 

that is what Kathy and Jerry 
wanted. The local Knights of Co¬ 
lumbus are using the sauce for 
their cookouts, and providing 
publicity in exchange for do¬ 
nated sauce. 

The Effingham Wal-mart has 
a display of the barbecue sauce, 
and the hopes are that a good 
response will prompt the district 
manager to try it in other stores. 
Martin’s IGA also markets the 
sauces, along with several small 
local stores. 

About 7,500 bottles of each 
variety have sold so far, and they 
are now averaging some 60 or 
70 bottles a week. One devoted 
fan came over 60 miles from 
Farfield to buy six bottles of the 
sauce after having received a 
sample. 

If you want to try some 
sauce yourself, visit your local 
retailer or log onto their 
website. 
www. Pappyledeaux. com. 

Tim Huber is new engineer Tim Huber of rural Effingham County accepted the position of 
Electrical Engineer at Norris Electric Cooperative on May 30, 

2000. Tim graduated in May from Southern Illinois University with a 
Bachelors degree in Electrical Engineering with a minor in Math¬ 
ematics. Presently Tim is single and residing with his parents but 
plans to relocate to the Newton area shortly. In the past the electric 
engineering for Norris Electric has been contracted and the coop¬ 
erative is looking forward to having this work done “in house”. 
Please welcome Tim when you see him. 

Paul Linthicum retires Paul Linthicum is retiring from Norris Electric Cooperative with 
over 35 years of service. Paul started at Norris on July 21, 1965 

and has held positions as a Groundman, Line Clearance Man, Meter 
Tester and Repairman, Journeyman Meter Tester and Power 
Polyphase Meter Tester. Paul assumed his most recent position of 
Maintenance Supervisor on November 1, 1991. Paul and his wife 
Mary Ellen (Clagg) reside in Newton. His retirement time will be 
spent traveling and enjoying his daughter and grandchildren. Best 
wishes to Paul. 

Norris Electric Cooperative • Route 130 South • Newton, Illinois 62448 • (618) 783-8765 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m 
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What is going on with the long distance 
telephone rates? 
Our office at Norris Electric 

has been using Qwest for 
our long-distance telephone car¬ 
rier for quite awhile. We have 
enjoyed the low rates and the 
service the local representative 
has provided. When our repre¬ 
sentative approached us with 
some low rates that would be 
attractive to our members, we 
thought it was an excellent idea. 

It provides you with low 
rates while we do the marketing 
for the Power Net Global. The 
rates are provided through 
Power Net Global Communica¬ 
tions in conjunction with Qwest. 
We thought this was an excellent 
service for our members and 
also opened it to the surround¬ 
ing area so that it helps promote 
your cooperative. 

The long distance rates are 

4.9 cents/minute within Illinois 
and 6.9 cents/minute for calls 
outside of Illinois within the 
Continental Unites States. You 
can receive an ‘ 800” number at 
no cost with the same calling 
rates shown above. The ‘‘800” is 
great for households that have 
college age children calling 
home quite often or cases where 
anyone needs to call you and 
you wish to pay for the call. It is 
much, much more economical 
than a calling card. 

There are some instances, 
however, when a calling card is 
still a good option. This new 
long distance service can also 
provide a calling card at no cost 
with the calling rate being 13.9 
cents/minute. Most long dis¬ 

tance plans have a service charge 
that is usually around $5.00 a 
month. There are no service 
charges with this plan and no 
contracts to sign. If you have this 
service and are not satisfied, you 
can change to another carrier at 
any time without a penalty. 

If you look at what you are 
paying now, I believe you will 
find that these rates are excel¬ 
lent. If you have questions 
please call our office at 1-877- 
783-8765 or 618-783-8765. If 
you wish to switch to this plan 
just compete the form below 
and return it to our office. You 
can also tell your friends and 
neighbors about this rate and 
they can also participate. 

Name_ 
Street_ 
City  

Social Security Number_ 

State .Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 
Current Carrier 

( ). Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) -  
Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ 800 Number Requested_ 
800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 
Class 1 + LDA69EZ 800# E 69EZ Travel T14E Agency NEC. 

Customer Signature_ Date 

We get mail 
It’s nice to hear from our members, especially when they are pleased with our efforts, 
and we’d like to share a couple of our recent letters with you. 

“Dear Sir, 
I want to thank your service men who came out last night around midnight to replace a trans¬ 
former in front of my home. I know it’s their job, and they get paid, but I never want to take for 

granted what they do to make my life good. It was raining and still blustery, so will you thank 
them for me, I live one mile east of Bellmont. 

Thank you, 
LaVerna Belton” 

“Thanks again for doing such a good job trimming our tree limbs. We really appreciate your ser¬ 
vice to us. Stella Thompson. 
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Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

Newton, Illinois 62448 • 783-8765 1— fNcvv:> 
October is Cooperative Month 
As you all know, Norris Elec¬ 

tric is a cooperative serving 
the electric needs in all or parts 
of Clark, Crawford, 
Cumberland, Effingham, Jasper, 
Lawrence, 
Richland and 
Wabash coun¬ 
ties. But did 
you realize that 
other coopera¬ 
tives exist out¬ 
side the electric 
industry? As a 
matter of fact, 
there are more than 48,000 co¬ 
operatives serving almost 40 per¬ 
cent of all Americans and 
generating in excess of $500 bil¬ 
lion in economic activity 

From childcare to 
healthcare, agriculture to hous¬ 
ing, electricity to telephone ser¬ 
vice, hardware stores to grocery 
stores, credit unions to media 
outlets, cooperatives provide 
Americans with the basic services 
they use everyday In fact, about 
4 in 10 Americans receive some 
type of important service 
through a co-op. Co-ops in¬ 
clude such well-known names as 
Land O’ Lakes, Inc., Ocean Spray 
and ACE Hardware. 

As we begin to see advertise¬ 
ments for the upcoming presi¬ 
dential election in November, 
we are reminded that coopera¬ 
tives epitomize the democratic 
and moral principles upon 
which this country was founded. 
This fall’s national election and 
Norris Electrics’s annual director 
elections highlight the ideals 

shared by the founding fathers 
of this nation and the pioneers 
who launched the cooperative 
movement based on the prin¬ 
ciple of one person, one vote. 

Cooperatives 
generally abide 
by a set of prin¬ 
ciples, below are 
the seven prin¬ 
ciples that guide 
Norris Electric 
Cooperative. 

1ST PRINCIPLE: voluntary and 
open membership 

Cooperatives are voluntary 
organizations, open to all per¬ 
sons able to use their services 
and willing to accept the re¬ 
sponsibilities of membership. 

2ND PRINCIPLE: democratic 
member control 

Cooperatives are democratic 
organizations controlled by their 
members, who actively partici¬ 
pate in setting their policies and 
making decisions. Men and 
women serving as elected repre¬ 
sentatives are accountable to the 
membership. 

3RD PRINCIPLE: members' eco¬ 
nomic participation 

Members contribute equally 
to, and democratically control, 
the capital of their cooperative. 
At least part of that capital is usu¬ 
ally the common property of the 
cooperative. They usually re¬ 
ceive limited compensation, if 

any, on capital subscribed as a 
condition of membership. 

4TH PRINCIPLE: autonomy and 
independence 

Cooperatives are autono¬ 
mous, self-help organizations 
controlled by their members. If 
they enter into agreements with 
other organizations, including 
governments, or raise capital 
from external sources, they do 
so on terms that ensure demo¬ 
cratic control by their members 
and maintain their cooperative 
autonomy. 

5TH PRINCIPLE: education, 
training, and information 

Cooperatives provide educa¬ 
tion and training for their mem¬ 
bers, elected representatives, 
managers and employees so they 
can contribute effectively to the 
development of their coopera¬ 
tives. 

6TH PRINCIPLE: cooperation 
among cooperatives 

Cooperatives serve their 
members most effectively and 
strengthen the cooperative 
movement by working together 
through local, national, re¬ 
gional, and international struc¬ 
tures. 

7TH PRINCIPLE: concern for the 
community 

While focusing on member 
needs, cooperatives work for 
community development 
through policies accepted by 
their members. 

COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 
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structure. 

Get off the interstate and see 
the covered bridge of 

Cumberland County, along the 
historically famous National 
Road. Be a part of the millions 
of people who have traveled 
this “Main Street of America.” 

Become a settler traveling to 
a new and unknown future in 
the West in your covered wagon. 
Be sure to avoid the large herds 
of livestock that are being driven 
to market by other adventurous 
settlers. Stop in at a prospering 
inn within one of the hundreds 
of towns that have recently 
sprung up along the road. 

Be sure to wave when you 
pass the Conestoga wagons 
hauling goods between the 
frontier and the East Coast. Lis¬ 
ten to your horses’ hooves 
pound the Midwestern dirt 
roads and the wooden slats of 
the bridges. 

Feel the coolness of the air 
as you cross underneath the cov¬ 
ered bridges along your way. 
Stop and carve a heart surround¬ 
ing you and your sweethearts 
names. 

Boys, beware of trying to 
snatch your first kiss in your 
horse-drawn buggy. Younger 
boys are hiding up in the rafters! 

By-pass the trains and drive 
your brand new Model T Ford. 
The road is U.S. Route 40 now, 
but it is still some travelers’ Main 
Street. 

Does this seem like a past 
reality? It isn’t. In October 1998, 
construction began to re-create 
the original wooden bridge that 

crossed the Embarrass River in 
the 1830’s. It is located West of 
Greenup on U.S. Rt. 40 (the Na¬ 
tional Road), in Cumberland 
County. 

The original bridge of oak 
and black walnut washed out in 

1865. Travelers along the Na¬ 
tional Road used a ferry service 
until a new iron bridge was in¬ 
stalled, which washed out in 
1912. The ferry service returned 
until 1920, when a three-span 
bridge was installed. 

This bridge lasted until 1997 
when Spring flooding created a 
scour hole under the east pier 
and closed the bridge down. 
The state decided to remove it 

and divert traffic onto other 
bridges. 

The Cumberland County 
Highway Department and Vil¬ 
lage of Greenup protested this 
and were given two years to de¬ 
vise a plan to save the bridge. 
They came up with the idea to 
replace the three-span bridge 
with the original “Jackson 
Bridge,” as it was originally 
called. The county wants to pro¬ 
mote tourism to all the historical 
sites in the area. This new struc¬ 
ture will provide a visual 
bridge’ from the present to the 
past. 

But such a super structure 
requires large amounts of fund- 
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The large arch is visible in this shot of the bridge taken from Highway 40. The arch is 10 1/2 inches 
wide, 44 inches tail, and 200 feet long. 

ing. Cumberland County pre¬ 
pared a grant request of 
$1,252,000 for Federal Timber 
Bridge Funds. 

These funds are adminis¬ 
tered by the Federal Highway 
Administration for timber bridge 
projects. Congress authorized 
the Cumberland bridge as one 
of two projects selected for the 
grants. They also received 
$485,000 in matching state 
funds. This funding has enabled 
the cost to the county, if any, to 
be minimal. 

The bridge is scheduled to 
be completed any day now. It 
contains 200,000 board feet of 
lumber and weighs 392 tons. 
The 200-foot structure is the 
longest covered bridge in the 
U.S. without a posted weight 
limit. That means it can support 
fully loaded semi-trucks bumper 
to bumper from one end to the 
other. 

An arch runs across each 
side of the bridge, and is 10 1/2 
inches wide by 44 inches tall by 
200 feet long. At each end of the 
arches is a truss. These supports 
are being constructed in two 
separate sections, each half be¬ 
ing 100 feet long and 25 feet 
tall. 

The bridge is pictured in 
many full-color photos on the 
website: www.rrl.net/ 

bridge.com. A collage of pic¬ 
tures shows the bridge’s con¬ 
struction from start to finish, as 
well as giving an artist’s render¬ 
ing of the completed project, 
and a map of the location. 

Additional information 
about the bridge and the Na¬ 
tional Road can be found on 
www.nationalroad.org. Covered 
bridges throughout the world 
can be found on 
www.attawalk.com, which gives 
listings, descriptions, and pho¬ 
tographs by country and state. 

So the next time you drive 
down Interstate 70 over the Em¬ 
barrass River, turn your car and 

drive through the covered 
bridge crossing the Embarrass 
River. Listen to the ba-bump, ba- 
bump, ba-bump of your tires as 
you cross through the cool 
shaded area and think about all 
the settlers in the past who trav¬ 
eled the same path. 

Better yet, stop your car and 
get out, walk along the five foot 
sidewalks on each side of the 14 
foot wide driving lane. Run 
your hands across the wood, Fill 
your nose with the scent of 
something that was once so fa¬ 
miliar to the Midwest landscape. 
Maybe even carve your sweetheart’s 
name in the huge boards. 

NORRIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

Route 130 South * Newton, Illinois 62448 • (618] 783-8765 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m 
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Norris Electric Cooperative is now offering 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9$ 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 

• Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
• No term agreements • Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
• NO CODES TO DIAL 

Norris Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone ser¬ 
vice through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance 
service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As 
you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0.0 
per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 
$0,069 per minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 nun 
ber to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. Incoming Cc 
on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates c 
the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, 
minimums, or long-term agreements. Your local provider may charge $5 
$10 to change providers. For additional information, call the cooperative 
office at 1-877-783-8765. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-877-783-8765, or 
Mail Application to: Norris Electric Cooperative, Rte 130 South, Newton, IL 62448 

Name_ 
Street_ 
City  

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 
Current Carrier 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( )  
Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ 800 Number Requested_ 
800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the 
approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier 
change. 
Class 1 + LDA69EZ 800# E 69EZ Travel T14E Agency NEC. 

Customer Signature_ Date 
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Students encouraged to apply 

For 2001 IEC Memorial Scholarships 
Keith McKinney, manager of 

Norris Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, has announced that for 
the sixth consecutive year the 
Illinois electric cooperatives 
will award $1,000 academic 
scholarships to high school se¬ 
niors. The three scholarships 
are being awarded through the 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship 
Program. Because of the schol¬ 
arship program’s success, an 
extra scholarship was added 
last year for children of coop¬ 
erative members. 

High school seniors pursu¬ 
ing a college education in the 
state of Illinois are eligible to 
participate in the program. 
Two of the three scholarships 
will be awarded to the child of 
an electric cooperative mem¬ 
ber. The other $1,000 award 
will go to the child of an elec¬ 
tric cooperative director or em¬ 

ployee. Deadline for applica¬ 
tions to be returned to the co¬ 
operative is Jan. 1, 2001. 

“The purpose of the schol¬ 
arship program is to assist 
electric coopera¬ 
tive youth while 
honoring past ru¬ 
ral electric leaders 
through memo¬ 
rial gifts,” said 
McKinney. 
“Norris Electric 
Cooperative and 
the other Illinois 
electric cooperatives 
want to make a differ¬ 
ence in their communi¬ 
ties. One of the best 
ways we can do that is 
by lending a hand to 
our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on 
the basis of grade point aver¬ 
age, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer ex¬ 

perience, school and civic ac¬ 
tivities, and a short essay that 
demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship program 
was established 
in 1994 by the 

board of direc¬ 
tors of the As¬ 
sociation of 

Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

Individuals want¬ 
ing to apply for the 

scholarship should 
contact their high 
school guidance 
counselor. For fur¬ 

ther information on the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship 

Program, contact Norris Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative at (618) 783- 
8763 or ask your high school 
guidance counselor. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
Your cooperative office will be closed on 

Friday, Nov. 10, 2000 in honor of Veteran’s Day. 
The Cooperative office will also be closed 

on Thursday and Friday, Nov. 23 and 24 to I 
observe the Thanksgiving Holiday with 
family and friends. 
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EG will present live 
n this year 

These participants in the living Nativity look much like this year's cast will look. 
Members of the church's congregation take turns to ward off chill. The church 
provides free hot chocolate and cookies for those who stop in. 

As they have for the last sev¬ 
eral years, members of the 

congregation of the Beulah 
United Methodist Church, near 
Sumner, will again present 
their live Nativity scene just 
before Christmas. 

If last year’s event gives 
any indication, this year’s will 
involve just about every mem¬ 
ber of the congregation, and 
will draw over 1,000 carloads 
of people, some of whom will 
cruise by and look. Many will 
stop in for free cookies and hot 
chocolate. 

This year’s event is set for 
Saturday, December 16. As 
usual, some 1,000 luminaries, 
many of which will have been 
placed by members of Beulah’s 
sister church, the Sumner 
UMC, will light the blacktop 

from Rte. 50 at Sumner to the 
church. 

In a time when small rural 
churches are becoming fewer 
and farther between, Beulah, 
under the pastorship of the 
Rev. Randy Reese, is thriving, in 
large part, no doubt, because 
of activities like this one that 
involve many of the congrega¬ 
tion. 

Citing that blessing, mate¬ 
rial presented by the church 
says, “We, the people of Beulah 
United Methodist Church, have 
been truly blessed for many 
years. We enjoy a close family 
unity while our membership 
rolls continue to grow. 

“Please consider this repre¬ 
sentation of the live Nativity as 
our gift to you at this most joy¬ 
ous time of the year. We pray 

that it will remind you and 
your family about the true 
meaning of the Christmas 
season. 

“We invite you to stop 
at our church, look at the 
Nativity and go into the 
fellowship hall to enjoy 
some refreshments and 
get warmed up. There is 

no charge for any¬ 
thing. Visit as 
long as you like. 

The Sanctuary 
is also open. 
If you have 

any questions 
please feel free to 
ask any of the 

members in costume.” 
In addition to the Na¬ 

tivity scene, there will be 
a small “marketplace” set up, 
with shops that might have 
been in operation in 
Bethlehem at the time of the 
birth of Christ. There will be 
basket, leather, pottery, rope 
and carpenter shops, and live 
animals such as donkeys and 
mules. More than 100 people 
will take part in the Nativity 
scene and related activities. 

The church has been a 
force in the area south of 
Sumner for 125 years, and is 
still going strong. A church his¬ 
tory notes that Jacob and 
Christianna Huston, seeing a 
need for a place to worship, 
gave a quit claim deed to the 
present site in 1875, for the 
construction of the Beulah 
United Methodist Church. A 
log church, with sandstone pil¬ 
lars for a foundation, served 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ NOVEMBER 2000 16b 



the needs of area worship¬ 
pers. In 1909, the sandstone 
foundation was re¬ 
placed with concrete 
blocks, and a center 
front door was 
installed to re¬ 
place the two doors 
that had been on 
each side of the 
building. 

With a booming constitu¬ 
ency, members remodeled the 
structure in 1928, adding a 
belfry and installing a bell 
from the old Wesley Chapel. 
The church was re-dedicated 
that year. 

As was customary in rural 
areas, the church shared a 
preacher who rode a circuit, 
and Beulah was on the 
Sumner circuit, along with 
Wesley Chapel, West Liberty, 
Olive Branch and Mt. Pleas¬ 
ant. Attendance at Wesley and 
Mt. Pleasant dwindled, and 
those churches closed. At that 
time, Beulah and Olive 
Branch were joined to the 
Chauncey circuit. 

The church united with 
Sumner in 1939, and the con¬ 
gregation built a basement 
under the church. The base¬ 
ment was soon followed by a 
badly needed furnace, which 
replaced an ancient stove. 

The Beulah Woman’s Soci¬ 
ety was organized in 1940, 
and in 1943, three years be¬ 
fore the state bought the 
land for a state park, the 
Beulah Youth spon¬ 
sored the first Eas¬ 
ter Sunrise service on 
Red Hill. 

In about 1957, the 
congregation again ex¬ 
panded the building, 
remodeling and enlarg¬ 
ing, and adding indoor 
restrooms. Again, in 1989, 
they built a modern fellow¬ 
ship hall, including a kitchen, 

These luminary some 1,000 of them, lead to the Beulah UMC church. 
Members of the congregation pass out audiocassettes to those who are 
interested, so they can listen to a narration as they drive. The cassettes are 
then returned to the church. 

restrooms, meeting area and 
nursery. 

It seems that the key to a 
thriving church, whether rural 
or not, is in keeping active, and 
Beulah certainly does that. The 
church is home to “The Beulah 
Bunch,” an upbeat country Gos¬ 
pel group that plays throughout 
the area. The church played a 
large part in establishing the 
Sign of the Kingdom care center 
in Sumner. 

Beulah took part in the hay 
and grain “Haylift,” a massive 
convoy to provide grain for 
drought-stricken farmers in 

North Carolina in 1986, and 

help those who were displaced 
by Hurricane Andrew in 1992. 

Beulah members also make 
annual trips to Guatemala and 
the church sends relief teams 
to disaster-stricken areas. It 
also sponsors annual evange¬ 
lism trips to the Mardi Gras 
and the Indianapolis 500. 

If, indeed, activity is the 
key to long life, it’s no wonder 
that Beulah has been around 
for 125 years, and this year’s 
living Nativity scene is a part of 
that activity. Be sure to stop by. 
It’ll be an experience you’ll re¬ 

member for a 
long time. 
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Electric safety display set for November 30 
We at Norris Electric Co¬ 

operative believe that 
people of all ages should 
understand and respect the 
power of 7,200 volts of elec¬ 
tricity. That’s why we’re co¬ 
sponsoring two Live Line 
demonstrations at Lincoln 
Trail College in Robinson, at 
1 p.m. and 3 p.m. on Thurs¬ 
day, November 30. 
AmerenCIPS and the Tele¬ 
communications Depart¬ 
ment at the college are the 
other co-sponsors. 

The Live Line Demo is 
built with the same poles, 
transformers and line hard¬ 
ware used by your local co¬ 
op. Kyle Finley, a former 
lineman, gives his program 
at fire departments, schools, 
and fairs, helping spread 
their electric safety message 
to protect you, your family 
and friends. Lincoln Trail 
College is located at 11220 
N. State Highway 1, about 2 
miles east and 3/4 mile 
north of Robinson. 

Kyle Finley of Live Line Demo, Inc., is pictured with his display. When it's powered 
up, the unit carries 7,200 volts, just like rural distribution lines. Finley gives an 
energetic, high-intensity demonstration, showing what can happen when people 
get into lines. 

michstou 
Electrical rogram 

My «t 5.,2.4 H30 

Touch 
The f»>wer 

Touchstone Energy 
T/ie power of hunum comeoiom 

We get ma 
Just a note to express our appreciation to the two linemen who repaired 

our electricity problem on September 4. A big thank you also to Norma Beavers, 
who was on call. We were reluctant to ask for help so late at night, and on a 
holiday. But, she reassured us, “That is what we are here for.” She is always so 
pleasant and helpful. 

Sincerely 
Carl and Pauline Frohning. 

Thank everyone for speedy responses during power glitches this summer. 
We truly appreciate all the efforts of your teams. 

Grunt-N-Squeal 
Kurt and Barb Mowrer. 

Norris Electric Cooperative • Route 130 South • Newton, Illinois 62448 • (618) 783-8765 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m 
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Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

Newton, Illinois 62448 • 783-8765 I— 1 NCVVD 

The employees, staff and board of directors of Norris Electric Cooperative 

would like to wish all our members a joyous holiday season. 

Our office will be closed Dec. 22 and 25 for Christmas 

and Dec. 29 and Jan. 1st for the New Years holiday. 
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St. John Lutheran Church, Dieterich, present building was dedicated in 1984. 

St. ]ohn's celebrates 
140 years 

“ Glory to God in the High¬ 
est”, the theme for St. John 
Lutheran Church, rural 
Dieterich, IL as it celebrates 
140 years of existence in 
Effingham county. On January 
1, I860, 14 men organized this 
congregation by signing its 
constitution. These men were 
Friedrich Mascher, Heinrich 
Kraas, Wilhelm Endebrock, 
Gottlieb Buhler, Cad 
Helmbrecht, Julius Schonwald, 
Friedrich Prosbold, Christian 
Ebeling, Christian Saltwerl, 
Daniel Schormann, Heinrich 
Kuhlmann, Heinrich Schmidt, 
August Schormann and Chris¬ 
tian Kraas. The congregation 
first met in a school in the 
Elliottstown area. In 1861, the 
first permanent structure, a log 
cabin, was constructed for wor¬ 
ship. That facility remained un¬ 
til 1876, when the members 
constructed a 30 X 50 ft. struc- 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

ture with a 60 foot bell tower. 
This church building remained 
for 108 years. 

In 1874, a school was 
started by this congregation in 
which Mr. Herman Bartel was 
the first teacher. That school 
building burned to the ground 
sometime after 1897, but a 

new structure was built in 
1901. To add to its worship 
services, the congregation pur¬ 
chased a pipe organ in 1886. A 
few members can still, even 
today, remember pumping this 
pipe organ for Sunday morning 
services. That pipe organ was 
replaced in 1968 with the 
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Pastors present at the 140th anniversary celebration service. Former 
Pastor Rev. Glenn Renken; present Pastor, Rev. Stephen Gillet; 
President of the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod and preacher for 
the anniversary service Dr. A.L. Barry. 

Oldest confirmands present at the celebration for a reunion front 
row, left to right: Ruth (Ebeling) Miller, Margaret (Tarr) Schultz, Luetta 
(Drews) Joergens, Alvin Haack, Evelyn (Haack) Miller, Betty (Haack) 
Wachtel. Back row, Glenn Kuhring, Eileen Reinholdt, Leona (Haack) 
Miller, Norman Zimdars, Bernice (Kuhring) Pagel, Rosie (Schultz) 
Chestnut. 

church’s present organ, an 
Allen. St. John was instrumen¬ 
tal, along with St. Paul, in 
starting a mission congregation 
in the city of Dieterich. Grace 
Lutheran was established in 
1915. These two congregations 
also planted a congregation in 
Newton, IL. Good Shepherd 
was formed in 1982. Both 
daughter congregations are 
thriving in their respective 
towns. 

This congregation contin¬ 
ued to grow and thrive in the 
southern end of Effingham 
County. On September 25, 
1927, St. John joined the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod, with which it still re¬ 
mains a member. On July 21, 
1968, ground was broken to 
erect the Educational Wing on 
the east side of the church 
building. The structure was 
dedicated on July 20, 1969, 
and still remains today. Since 
it’s conception, St. John has 
had many faithful pastors serv¬ 
ing God’s people in the 
Dieterich area. Many of whom 
are still living: Rev. R.A. St. 
Pierre, Rev. L. E. Etzel, Rev. 
Philip Kauffnann, Rev. Glenn 
Renken, Rev. Greg Fairow and 
the present pastor Rev. Stephen 
R Gillet. 

St. John joined with St. 
Paul Lutheran church, a con¬ 
gregation 3 miles north of 
Dieterich, in 1964 to be a dual 
parish. These two congrega¬ 
tions, along with Grace, have 
worked together with Lutheran 
Laymen’s League, Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, 
Lutheran Youth Fellowship and 
many other projects. It was 
while they were a dual parish 
that St. John took a leap of 
faith to undergo a building 
project. The congregation saw 
the need to replace the 108 
year old structure with a new 
building. March 11, 1984 was 
ground braking for the new 
building, which was later dedi¬ 

cated on October 14, of that 
same year. This new structure 
still rises above the corn and 
bean fields surrounding it, 3 
miles south of Dieterich to this 
day. 

On January 2, 2000, the 
congregation celebrated 140 
years by, not only having past 
pastor Glenn Renken to 
preach, but also a burning of 
the present church mortgage. 
This entire year, St. John has 
celebrated the 140 years of 
God’s grace by recognizing in¬ 
dividuals who have been a 
blessing to this congregation. 
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On October 15, 2000, the Rev. 
Dr. A. L. Barry, the president of 
the Missouri Synod, preached 
at the anniversary celebration 
service. This service invited all 
past confirmands from the con¬ 
gregation to come back and 
join us for a meal and fellow¬ 
ship following the service. 
“Glory to God in the Highest” 
is an appropriate theme for St. 
John’s 140 year history. May 
God grant this congregation 
many more years! 
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Norris Electric Cooperative is now offering 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications 
utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.90 6.90 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day — 7 days a week 
plus 6 Seconds increment billing 
Free to join • No monthly fees • No monthly premiums 
No term agreements • Major carrier 
800 Number 4.90 — 6.90 per minute — no fees 
Free calling cards 13.90 per minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

Norris Electric Cooperative is offering long distance telephone ser¬ 
vice through Power Net Global Communications. This long distance 
service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services available. As 
you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 
per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 
$0,069 per minute. In addition, you can have your own personal 800 num¬ 
ber to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. Incoming calls 
on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are 
the same 24 hours a day — 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no 
minimums, or long-term agreements. Your local provider may charge $5- 
$10 to change providers. For additional information, call the cooperative 
office at 1-877-783-8765. 

For Additional Information Call: 1-877-783-8765, or 
Mail Application to: Norris Electric Cooperative, Rte 130 South, Newton, IL 62448 

Your Touchstone Energy Partner 

Name_ 
Street_ 
City  

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip_ 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 
Current Carrier 

Your Telephone Numbers: ( ) - ( ) -  
Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □Travel Cards □ 800 Number Requested_ 
800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial 
responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the 
approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier 
change. 
Class 1 + LDA69EZ 800# E 69EZ Travel T14E Agency NEC. 

Customer Signature, Date 
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