
Plastic film is good solution 
for a ‘problem window’ 

Have someone hold the film in place, and give it 
a preliminary trim with scissors. If you have to, 
you can tape the film across the top of the frame. 

Now that cold weather — and 
the wind — have made their 

presence known, you may have 
discovered that you have a win¬ 
dow or two, and perhaps more, 
that let in a little more wind 
and chill than you like. Unfor¬ 
tunately, many houses suffer 
from that situation, especially 
the older ones. 

The best solution to the 
problem is to have the windows 
replaced, but that’s not always 
an option. And, occasionally, 
a house may have several win¬ 
dows that are fine, but a couple 
that leak. This seems to be par¬ 
ticularly true of windows on 
the side of the home toward the 
prevailing winds, and a quick 
and cheap fix often will help 
such rooms. They may make 
the difference between chattering teeth and rea¬ 
sonable comfort. 

If you find that you have a couple of win¬ 
dows that need help, plastic film may be a 
good bet for you. While no one would argue 
that they’re aesthetically pleasing, they do help, 
and that’s enough for many. 

They’re fairly simple to install, and all you 
need, generally, is a pair of scissors and a 
hair dryer. 

Film kits are available in different sizes, 
and often need to be cut to fit. You’ll need to 

Double-stick tape applied to the 
window frame holds the film in 
place. The white backing comes 
off, and the tape’s invisible when 
the job’s done. 

If you treat 
even a few win¬ 
dows in your 
home, you’ll 
probably save a 
fair amount of 
money, and 
you’re sure to 
improve the 
comfort level! 

A hair dryer shrinks the film to 
give a tight fit. 
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measure the windows you want to fix, and get 
a kit that’s that size, or bigger. Try to install 
the kit when it’s not too windy, because wind 
blowing in will “bow” the plastic, making it 
hard to work with. You’ll need to hold the film 
up to the window, and cut it to an approxi¬ 
mate fit. Then, set it aside. 

There should be some double-stick tape 
with the kit, and you’ll need to apply it around 
the window frame so it’ll make an uninter¬ 
rupted seal. Then, peel off the backing from 
the tape (This is often the most frustrating 
part), and apply the film, starting with an up¬ 
per corner and working downward and toward 

the opposite corner. Keep 
things as smooth and as neat 
as possible. 

Press the film carefully 
against the double-stick tape, 
and then break out the blow 
dryer, which you’ll use to 
shrink the plastic to give it a 
tight fit. Follow package in¬ 
structions regarding heat set¬ 
tings and the like, and you’ll 
have a nice, snug window. Use 
your scissors, again, to trim 
away excess, to make a neat 
application. 



Across the 
President’s 

desk 
Joseph J. Fellin 

We have just completed our Fall Area Mem¬ 
ber Meetings. The meetings were held at the 
Hecker Community Center, Millstadt VFW, 
Eschy’s in Maeystown and at the cooperative of¬ 
fice in Waterloo. We were pleased at the atten¬ 
dance of all our meetings. These area meetings 
give you, the members, an opportunity to meet 
with Co-Op management and staff in an infor¬ 
mal setting. We attempt to bring you up to date 
on activities at the Co-Op and answer any ques¬ 
tions you may have. 

President/CEO Joe Fellin spoke first on the 
expanding developments of several subdivisions 
such as The Pines in Columbia, Wildwood Lakes 
North and Villas of Stonegate, south of Smithton 
and Delmar Meadows between Waterloo and Red 
Bud. We’re also seeing new subdivision develop¬ 
ment beginning north of Millstadt and off Gilmore 
Lake road. 

Mr. Fellin noted that kilowatt hour sales were 
up about 6 percent over last year. The main rea¬ 
sons for the increase were the extremely hot 
weather we had last summer and the new sales 
from the Walmart Supercenter. He also said that 
we set a record both for hourly peak demand, 
25,000 kW, and total kilowatts purchased in one 
month, over 10,945,000 kilowatt hours in July. 

On system maintenance, Fellin commented 
that six to seven miles of three-phase line had 
been upgraded with heavier conductor. A span 
between the New Athens and Smithton substa¬ 
tions had been upgraded to provide the ability to 
feed the load from either direction. We are con¬ 
tinuing our right-of-way tree trimming and spray¬ 
ing program as well as our lightning arrester 
changeouts. 

Fellin said that our buyout of Soyland Power 
was proceeding on schedule. We are now aligned 
with Southern Illinois Power Cooperative (SIPC) 
out of Marion and are very happy with the switch. 

He noted that our cooperative will be paying a very 
good fixed cost for power to SIPC for the next three 
years. The savings from those purchases will ba¬ 
sically pay the cost of the Soyland buyout. After 
that three-year period, we plan to have the debt 
paid off and the cooperative will become a full 
(Class “A”) member of SIPC. He projected that rates 
should decrease 15 percent or more at that time. 

Fellin announced that Brian Beem, Operations 
Superintendent, had resigned in August for a new 
position in Arizona and a new superintendent had 
been hired. David Stephens, from Roby, Texas, will 
begin his duties December 6th. Stephens was line 
superintendent at Midwest Electric Cooperative 
and has 25 years of cooperative experience. 

Mr. Fellin updated the group on plans for a new 
headquarters. The architect firm of Adams & 
Adams was hired to do the preliminary planning 
for the new facility. The firm was featured in the 
July 1999 issue of the Rural Electrification maga¬ 
zine and has been involved with over 60 coopera¬ 
tives on new facilities. At this time, our 
cooperative is waiting for some wet weather to help 
expedite a required archeological study on the 
proposed property. 

On Y2K compliance, Fellin reported that 
ELASCO Inc. of Mattoon has completed a study on 
the co-op’s system. He noted that the system had 
very little equipment that was “date sensitive”. 
There were some recording devices found on our 
interruptible accounts to be non-compliant and 
were replaced. The cooperative’s “in-house” bill¬ 
ing system has been updated to be compliant as 
well. 

Finally, Fellin addressed the issue of deregu¬ 
lation and provided some handouts for the group 
explaining what it means for Illinois cooperative 
members. Under state legislation, by May 2002, 
all residential consumers will have the right to 
shop around for their generation supplier. How¬ 
ever, each cooperative and municipal has the 
right to decide for themselves to “opt in” or “opt 
out” of deregulation. Your cooperative board and 
management will look at both sides and determine 
which is the best decision for the membership. 
He noted after looking at other states that have 
opened up to deregulation, large commercial/in¬ 
dustrial loads have benefited the most and the 
residential loads not much at all. Rates have even 
increased for some of the residential loads. 

Allan Masterson, Director of Member Services, 
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reviewed current marketing pro¬ 
grams, which the cooperative 
has available. He explained the 
cooperative’s electric heat rate 
and rebates, Purewater purifica¬ 
tion systems, L.E.A. Dynatech 
Surge Arresters and water 
heater purchase programs. Our 
ERC loan program has been dis¬ 
continued. The water heater 
switch control and load leveler 
programs have been suspended 
at least until the Soyland buyout 
is complete. 

We have openings for our 
2000 Member Advisory Commit¬ 
tee. Please call Allan if you or 
someone you know may be in¬ 
terested in serving on this com¬ 
mittee. The committee meets 

four (4) times a year and a term 
consists of three (3) years. It pro¬ 
vides the member with the op¬ 
portunity to learn more about the 
cooperative and a chance to ask 
questions of the board, manage¬ 
ment and staff. 

All members in attendance 
received a Saturday Evening 
Post calendar. A drawing was 
held for five $10 credits on the 
member’s electric bill, three 
hats and three calculators were 
given away at each meeting. Re¬ 
freshments were served after 
the meetings. 

On behalf of the Board of Di¬ 
rectors, management and staff, 
we offer best wishes to the mem¬ 
bership for the year 2000! 

FREE HEAT 

FOR THOSE 
COLD WINTER 

DAYS 

The sun delivers enor¬ 

mous amounts of heat to 

most homes, even on the 

coldest winter day. And con¬ 

trary to what a lot of people 

think, you don’t need an 

elaborate solar heating sys¬ 

tem to take advantage of it. 

In fact, in most cases you 

can use the sun to supple¬ 

ment your own heating sys¬ 

tem by simply letting it in 

your house. Just watch the 

sun’s movement across 

your house on a typical win¬ 

ter day. Observe which win¬ 

dows receive plenty of 

sunlight. Then be sure to 

keep those blinds, shades 

and draperies open so the 

sun can get in. Studies 

have shown that smart use 

of the sun can make quite 

a difference in the tem¬ 

perature of a room. And you 

can’t beat the price! 

Who’s responsible for 
electric facilities? 

During the stages of new construction or upgrading of electric 
facilities, questions about ownership of poles, meter loops, wires 
and breaker panels are usually asked. When existing electrical 
equipment has been in place for many years, or if new facilities 
are required, ownership may not be obvious to the member-con¬ 
sumer. 

It’s good to know who is responsible for maintenance or repairs 
and we hope that this article will answer most questions. 

Overhead electric service 
The Cooperative is responsible for: 

• Wires from the transformer to the meter pole and electrical 
connections on those wires. 

• The meter. 
The member is responsible for: 

• The meter socket.* 
• The meter loop. 
• Fuse and/or breaker panels, including disconnect switches. 
• Wires leaving the meter pole to services at other locations 

such as homes, barns, garages, shops, and connections for 
those wires. 

Underground electric service 
The Cooperative is responsible for: 

• Wires from the transformer to the meter location or pedestal. 
• The meter. 

The member is responsible for: 
• The meter socket.* 
• Wires running from the meter location or pedestal to other 

locations such as homes, barns, garages, shops, and those con¬ 
nections. 

• Any disconnect switches, fuse panels or breaker panels at the 
meter. 

* The Cooperative provides the meter sockets on all new services 
and service upgrades at no charge. After that, the meter socket 
becomes the responsibility of the member. 
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Snowmobilers, 
beware of hidden dangers 

Snowmobiling is a very popular winter sport, 
but snow cover can conceal dangers. 

M* ore than one-half of the serious snowmobile injuries involve colli¬ 
sions with automobiles, other snowmobiles, trains and fixed ob- 

  _  , jects such as trees, fences, utility poles and guy wires. Guy wires 
can be especially difficult to see against a background of bright snow or 

during dawn or dusk hours. Watch for downed power lines, too. Your snow¬ 

mobile could be wrecked if it crosses a downed line, and your life could be in 

danger if the line is energized. 

If you see a downed power line, mark the location, then notify local authori¬ 

ties or the electric suppliers in the area. 

Your local electric cooperative urges you to drive defensively to keep your 

snowmobiling experience fun and safe. 



MONROE COUNTY 

ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
618-939-7171 

Across the 
President’s 
desk 

A new cooperative era 
Glenn English America’s electric cooperative network is cel¬ 

ebrating the new millennium with a clear vision 
of what our priorities need to be in order to con¬ 

tinue our strong consumer protection mission that began 
more than sixty years ago. And while it is a new era of 
opportunity, it will also be an era that is more complex 
and challenging than ever before. 

The first few months of this year will undoubtedly be 
the most challenging and important 100 days in the his¬ 
tory of the electric cooperative movement in 60 years. 
This spring, the House Commerce Committee is ex¬ 
pected to consider legislation regarding the restructuring 
of the electric utility industry. However, the Committee, 
along with a good portion of the rest of Congress, still 
does not have a clear vision of how an electric coopera¬ 
tive is different from other players in the industry. 

Therefore, our challenge over the next few months 
and for the years to come is to provide Congress with 
that vision — a clear idea of who we are and whom we 
represent. As the House Commerce Committee prepares 
for hearings on restructuring legislation, we can expect 
to face an intensive lobbying effort against electric coop¬ 
eratives — the likes of which we have never seen. The 
sole purpose of this effort is to convince the Commerce 
Committee, and ultimately the rest of Congress, that 
electric cooperatives do not belong in a competitive mar¬ 
ketplace. 

Joseph J. Fellin 

They will say that we do not deserve the distinction 
that we’ve been fighting for. The distinction that allows 
us to protect our consumers and live up to our responsi¬ 
bility to offer choice. 

They will say to anyone who will listen that our job is 
done — that we are relics of the past that no longer de¬ 
serve the consideration of Congress. In short, they be¬ 
lieve that we are no longer needed. 

For our directors, managers, employees and con¬ 
sumers, these attempts to harm electric cooperatives 
ought to serve as the rallying call for all of us to pull to¬ 
gether and unite in a common effort to defeat these anti¬ 
consumer initiatives. 

We must let everyone we come into contact with 
know that there are very real differences between electric 
cooperatives and other power suppliers in the electric 
utility industry. We must continually inform and remind 
consumers, opinion leaders, and elected officials why 
our consumer protection responsibilities are unique. 

We must work together to explain who we are and 
whom we represent to the policy makers who do not yet 
have a clear understanding of our role in the market¬ 
place. 

By working together, we can aggressively fight for 
the right to meet growing consumer needs; for the right 
to stay and work together as cooperatives; and for the 
ability to protect the privacy of consumers. 

These are our unique responsibilities, and these are 
the reasons why our job as electric cooperatives is not 
yet finished. 

Glenn English is the chief executive officer of 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion NR EC A) 
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It’s the middle of winter, 
and your home heating 
system is: a) worn out and 

barely going to make it until 
spring; b) inefficient; c) inad¬ 
equate and you’re freezing. 
You figure that with your tax 
refund next spring you’ll be 
able to do something about 
your system. 

ELECTRIC HEATING 

Electric heating systems 
may be resistance heating 
systems or heat pumps. 
Electric resistance heating 
works by converting electric 
current directly into heat. 
Electric heat pumps, how¬ 
ever, operate on a completely 
different principle. They use 
electricity to move heat from 
one location to another, 
much in the same way that a 
refrigerator’s cooling system 
moves heat from inside the 
box to outside the box. 

A heat pump does the 
same thing for a house and 
can be reversed so that heat 
is moved into the house in 
the winter and out in the 
summer. As a result, be¬ 
cause heat pumps use elec¬ 
tricity to move heat rather 
than to generate it, they can 
deliver more energy to a 
home than they consume. 

PROGRAMMABLE 

THERMOSTATS 

A programmable thermo¬ 
stat can reduce your heating 
cooling bills by up to 30 per¬ 
cent. It’s simple: you can 
program the thermostat to 
higher or lower levels (de¬ 
pending on the time of year) 
when you are not home, so 
you don’t waste energy. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

But you don’t feel 
comfortable calling a 
contractor or retailer 
because you don’t know 
anything about heating 
systems beyond where 
yours is located. Before 
you call the experts, take a 
few minutes and review some 
basics about home heating sys¬ 
tems. 

SIZING YOUR HEATING 
SYSTEM  

Many existing systems 
are oversized — sometimes 
by a factor of two or three. 
Oversized systems do not op¬ 
erate at peak efficiency and 
can cost more to purchase, 
operate and maintain. 

To be most efficient, your 
heating system should be 
able to keep your home at 70 
degrees Fahrenheit on the 
coldest day of the year. In 
addition, your new system 
should not exceed your peak 
hourly heating demand by 
more than 25 percent. 

GAS AND OIL HEATING 

SYSTEMS  

Gas and oil heating sys¬ 
tems may be furnaces or boil¬ 
ers. Furnaces heat air that is 
circulated throughout the 
house by ducts. Boilers heat 
water or steam that circu¬ 
lates through pipes to radia¬ 
tors or baseboards. Some hot 
water systems circulate water 
through plastic tubing in the 
floor, called radiant floor 
heating. 
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For more informa¬ 

tion about home 

heating systems, 

call your local electric 

cooperative. Your friends 

there will be happy to 

provide you with infor¬ 

mation and suggest 

ways that you can 

maximize energy effi¬ 

ciency — and save 

money, too. 

Source: Center for Renewable 
Energy and Sustainable 
Technology 

ZONING 

This means dividing your 
home into areas with com¬ 
mon heating and cooling re¬ 
quirements, with each zone 
being controlled by its own 
thermostat. Zoning can make 
your home more comfortable 
and save you money. You can 
heat or cool different portions 
of your house depending on 
whether you are using them. 
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Its family, its community, 

its rural America. 

No matter which Main Street you cross in rural 

America, you always sense that it has a special 

quality. It’s not just the smog-free air. 

Nor is it the way the ham tastes 

richer in your mouth at the local 

diner. It’s not even the way sunlight 

penetrates beyond the buildings to 

dance on the flower beds in front of the town hall. 

No, you can definitely tell you are on Main Street, 

U.S.A. by the way people share a sense of com¬ 

munity and family. It’s the way people look you in 

the eye and ask about your day. It’s community. 

It’s rural America. 

We’re your hometown 
electric cooperative, 
proud to take part in 

making your community 
a better place to live. 

it Sy /'it/ 



Nominating Committee named — Meeting set for Feb. 9 A committee on nominations has been appointed 
and will meet at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 9, 
2000 at the Monroe County Electric Co-Operative 

meeting room in Waterloo. The committee will meet to 
place the names of three persons in nomination to be 
elected at the cooperative’s annual meeting, to serve a 
three (3) year term as directors of Monroe County Elec¬ 
tric Co-Operative. 

The cooperative’s 62nd Annual Meeting of Members 
will be held Monday, March 27, 2000 at the Meeker 
Community Center, Meeker, Illinois. 

Directors whose current terms expire and who are 
eligible for re-election are: 

District 1 Larry A. Haas 
7565 Haas Hills Ln. 
Belleville, Illinois 

District 2 Larry W. Kraft 
4957 Quirin Rd. 
Smithton, Illinois 

District 9 Richard W. Liefer 
2817 Ames Rd. 
Red Bud, Illinois 

As a cooperative member, you have the right as well 
as an obligation to participate in the election process. If 
you have any comments or suggestions for the election, 
please contact members of the 2000 Nominating Com¬ 
mittee. 

Cooperative Bylaws state: Any twenty five (25) or 
more active members, acting together, may make other 
Nominations by petition received at the Cooperative of¬ 
fice not less than twenty one (21) days prior to the An¬ 
nual Meeting of members and shall be posted at the 
same place as nominations by the committee is posted, 
and shall appear in the official notice of the meeting and 
on the official ballot. Additional nominations may also be 

made from the floor. Any nomination by petition or from 
the floor shall meet the same qualifications and eligibility 
as nominees by the nominating committee. 

2000 Nominating Committee 

District 1 
• Richard Zinn, 7700 Winding Cedar Trl., 

East Carondelet, IL 62240 
• Joseph Orsa, 3545 Bridge Lane, 

Millstadt, IL 62260 
• Lyle Haas, 7233 State Route 163, 

Millstadt, IL 62260 
(Alternate) 
• Joyce Krueger, 9301 Concordia Ch. Rd., 

Belleville, IL 62223 

District 2 
• Denis Capone, 4767 Douglas Rd., 

Millstadt, IL 62260 
• David Gruenewald, 3064 Saeger Rd., 

Millstadt, IL 62260 
• Robert Quirin, 4565 Etling Rd., Millstadt, IL 62260 
(Alternate) 
• Leslie Stumpf, 503 Gilmore Lake Rd., 

Columbia, IL 62236 

District 9 
• Bruce Mueller, 3928 Doyle Rd., 

Red Bud, IL 62278 
• Glen Muench, 6784 LL Rd., Red Bud, IL 62278 
• Gerald Holmstrom, 6500 Lohrberg Dr., 

Red Bud, IL 62278 
(Alternate) 
• Earl Seders, 6372 W Rd., 

Prairie Du Rocher, IL 62277 

2000 “Youth to Washington Tour” In June of each year, the electric and telephone coop¬ 
eratives in Illinois and across the United States spon¬ 
sor groups of young people to Washington, D.C. on the 

“Youth to Washington” program. During a full week in the 
nation’s Capital, these students get an up-close look at 
democracy in action and get to meet with their congres¬ 
sional delegation and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it is the trip of a life¬ 
time. It’s an experience they never will forget, full of fun, 
new friends, non-stop touring and yes; they actually 
learn something too. Most come back with an even 
deeper respect for our Country, our form of government 
and their opportunities. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future leaders have been 
introduced to government and the legislative process 
through this program. Many alumni of the program have 

gone on to leadership 
positions in our com¬ 
munities and govern¬ 
ment. Two current 
members of the Illinois 
General Assembly, State Representa¬ 
tives Tom Ryder and Art Tenhouse, are past members of 
the tour. 

The “Youth to Washington” Tour is recognized as 
one of the best youth tours of Washington, D.C. The tour 
is well organized with good chaperones. Participants will 
see monuments and memorials and visit historical 
places. 

Last year, Laura Palmer and Marjie Peterson of 
Freeburg attended and had a great learning experience. 

For more information, contact the cooperative office. 
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MONROE COUNTY 

ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 

615-939-7171 A Touchstone Energy' Partner 

Joseph J. Fellin 

Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative 
will have it’s 62nd Annual Meeting of 
Members on March 27th at the Hecker Commu¬ 

nity Center. Registration and pre-meeting activities begin 
at 5 p.m. We will again have health-related organizations 
with informational booths. Harres Furniture will have 
merchandise on display and for sale; Ameritech will have 
a cellular phone display; and Harrisonville Telephone 

Company will be demonstrating DIRECTV. A chicken din¬ 
ner will be served from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

During the business meeting, you will hear and ap¬ 
prove reports of directors and officers, elect three mem¬ 
bers to serve three-year terms to the Cooperative’s 
board of directors, and act on any other business that 
may come before the meeting. 

Registered members in attendance will receive an 
umbrella bearing the “Touchstone Energy” logo as a door 
prize. Four $25 credits on electric bills will be given as 
“Early Bird Prizes”. Attendance prizes will be awarded at 
the conclusion of the meeting. 

So please come join us at our 62nd Annual Meeting 
of Monroe County Electric Co-Operative on March 27th at 
the Flecker Community Center. 

Aren’t you tired of lugging 

bottled water? 
From the shelf to the cart 

From the cart to the checkout 
From the checkout to the cart 

From the cart to the car 
From the car to the kitchen 

From the kitchen to the pantry 

PureWater Filtration System 
Only $600 and only from 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative. 

$50 discount to members - 
6 months financing 

Warning from Julie 
The Illinois One-Call System 

Before you dig call 

(800) 892-0123 
The Service is FREE 
Operates 24 Hours 

7 Days a Week 
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Energy tips for 

HOMEOWNERS 
Look for lost energy dollars in attic, basement 

Crawling around your attic or 
basement may not be your 
idea of a world-class way to 

spend your free time, but a simple 
check of these areas may help you 
save real money on your energy bills. 
And while you’re at it, remember to 
check any crawl spaces and the foun¬ 
dation of your home. Here are some 
places to scout out some savings: 

Attic: Remember that vents must 
be left open to allow moisture to es¬ 
cape from the attic. Therefore, ad¬ 
equate ceiling insulation is a must. 
Examine the insulation carefully. How 
much and what type of insulation do 
you have? Make written notes. If you 
need to talk to energy experts at your 
co-op about improvements, you can 
tell them what is currently installed. 

Basement: When the basement 
is used for purposes other than stor¬ 
age, the walls and windows should be 
insulated. If the basement is used only 
for storage, the ductwork and the floor 
above should be insulated and the 
basement left unheated. 

Crawl space vents: Vents 
should be closed during the winter 
unless the furnace is in the crawl 
space or there is a moisture problem. 
If you cannot close the vents, you 
may be able to install insulating pan¬ 
els. Leave the vents closed during the 
summer if there is no moisture prob¬ 
lem. 

Basement foundations: A 
warm basement space provides 
warmer floors above. Most basements 

are primarily heated by the heat lost 
from the furnace and ductwork. Heat 
lost from the basement is just as ex¬ 
pensive as heat lost from an upstairs 
room. To reduce heat loss, install 
storm windows, caulk the sill joint and 
insulate the basement walls. 

Mobile home and manufac¬ 
tured housing foundations: In¬ 
sulated skirting should be installed to 
reduce airflow and raise the tempera¬ 
ture below the structure. 

Don’t wait for winter winds to 
blow the dollars out of your wallet. Call 
your electric cooperative today to find 
out how you can take advantage of 
these and other energy-saving ideas 
for your home. 

More efficient lighting 

LOWERS 
Increasing your lighting efficiency 

is one of the easiest ways to de¬ 
crease your energy bills. For 

example, if you replace 25 percent of 
your lights in high-use areas with 
fluorescents, you can cut your lighting 
costs bill by about 50 percent. 
Remember to review your indoor light¬ 
ing, and if applicable, your outdoor 
lighting as well, and always look for 
the Energy Star® label when shop¬ 
ping for lighting projects. The U.S. 
Department of Energy offers these 
money-saving tips for your home or 
office: 

• Indoor lighting: Use linear fluo- 
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electric bills 
rescent and energy-efficient compact 
fluorescent lamps (CFLs) in fixtures to 
provide high-quality and high-effi¬ 
ciency lighting. Fluorescent lamps are 
much more efficient than incandes¬ 
cent bulbs and last six to 10 times 
longer. Although fluorescent and com¬ 
pact fluorescent lamps are more ex¬ 
pensive than incandescent bulbs, they 
pay for themselves by saving energy 
over their lifetime. 

• Outdoor lighting: Many home 
and business owners use outdoor 
lighting for decoration and security. 
When shopping for outdoor lights, you 

will find a variety of products, from 
low-voltage pathway lighting to high- 
pressure sodium, motion-detector 
floodlights. Some stores also carry 
lights powered by small photovoltaic 
(PV) modules that convert sunlight 
directly into electricity. Consider PV- 
powered lights for areas that are not 
close to an existing power supply line. 
Would you like more information on 
how to cut your electric bill? Contact 
your local electric cooperative for 
more information. They’ll be glad to 
help you find new ways to light your 
home or business and save energy. 
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When you plug in 
or flip a light switch, you 
conscious decision to 
but it’s not like buying gas 
you can’t fill up a tank with 
for electricity after you use 

an electric appliance 
are making a 

purchase electricity, 
for your car. Unlike gas, 

electricity. And you pay 
it, not before, which makes 

it easy to forget about its cost until the bill arrives. That’s why the first 
step toward efficient energy use is to be aware of how and where 
you use electricity. 

While turning off the lights and TV in an empty room will help, it’s 
actually the appliances we never have to turn on and off that use the 
most energy. Furnaces, air conditioners, hot water heaters, 
refrigerators and freezers all work without the flip of a switch, and if 
they are inefficient, you could be throwing money away every month. 

For advice on how to make more efficient use of electricity in 
your home, call your local electric cooperative. We think electricity is 
a wonderful bargain, but we don’t think you should buy more than 
you need. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Helping you use energy efficiently 
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2000 “Youth to Washington Tour” 
In June of each year, the electric and telephone coop¬ 

eratives in Illinois and across the United States spon¬ 
sor groups of young people to Washington, D.C. on 

the “Youth to Washington” program. During a full week in 
the nation’s Capital, these students get an up-close look 
at democracy in action and get to meet with their con¬ 
gressional delegation and staff. 

Past participants will tell you it is the trip of a life¬ 
time. It’s an experience they never will forget, full of fun, 
new friends, non-stop touring and yes; they actually 
learn something too. Most come back with an even 
deeper respect for our Country, our form of government 
and their opportunities. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future leaders have been 
introduced to government and the legislative process 
through this program. Many alumni of the program have 

gone on to leadership 
positions in our com¬ 
munities and govern¬ 
ment. Two current 
members of the Illinois 
General Assembly, State Representa¬ 
tives Tom Ryder and Art Tenhouse, are past members of 
the tour. 

The “Youth to Washington” Tour is recognized as 
one of the best youth tours of Washington, D.C. The tour 
is well organized with good chaperones. Participants will 
see monuments and memorials and visit historical 
places. 

Last year, Laura Palmer and Marjie Peterson of 
Freeburg attended and had a great learning experience. 

For more information, contact the cooperative office. 

Spring is just around the corner 
Even though spring time means tornado season, 

most of us are hoping spring will come soon, any 
way. Although tornadoes can occur anytime, peak 

months are March through August. 
There are two types of tornado alerts. A tornado 

watch means atmospheric conditions are right for a tor¬ 
nado to develop. Stay tuned to news broadcasts for fur¬ 
ther information. A tornado warning means one has been 
sighted in the area or will occur. 

If a warning has been issued, your family should 
seek shelter immediately. The best shelters are base¬ 
ments or storm shelters. If your home does not have a 
basement, move to a small room such as a bathroom or 
closet in the center of the house. 

If you are in your vehicle, do not try to outrun a tor¬ 

nado. If you cannot escape the path of the tornado, stop 
and get away from the vehicle. Lie flat with your head 
covered in a low area such as a ditch or a ravine. One of 
the major causes of tornado deaths and injuries is flying 
debris, so be sure to keep your head covered. 

Do not stay in a mobile home during a tornado. 
Evacuate the home to find a low area where you can lie 
down and cover your head. It might be wise to also 
check rules and regulations concerning “hold-down” 
equipment for new or used mobile homes. 

Your family should have an emergency plan and 
know exactly what to do if a tornado should hit. Each 
home should have basic emergency supplies such as a 
portable radio, batteries and flashlights on hand in the 
basement or closet. Being safe is being prepared. 

Those confusing kilowatt hours 

Despite a monthly electric bill, which outlines the 
kilowatt-hours used in our homes and businesses, 
few customers really understand what they are 

paying for. 
A kilowatt-hour (kWh) can be defined as the amount 

of electricity used by a 100-watt light bulb burning for 10 
hours. In terms of human physical exertion, a kilowatt- 
hour can be compared to climbing a thousand-foot flight 
of stairs 18 times. A wintertime example would be 

everyone’s favorite — shoveling snow from a driveway 
10 feet wide and two miles long! 

However, chances are that few people make such 
comparisons when flipping on a light, running a vacuum 
cleaner, or popping dinner into the microwave oven. The 
whole concept of kilowatt-hour measurement becomes 
insignificant when we realize that we are actually pur¬ 
chasing convenience and a better quality of life that 
costs us only pennies. 
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MONROE COUNTY 

ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
61S-939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 

Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 

The importance of staying 

“On Message” 

We are in a period of history during which the 
way we do business is being redefined. 

But what we are going through is not just about 
doing business. 

It’s also about why we are in business. 
The lives of more than 100 million Americans are 

improved by more than 48,000 cooperative private busi¬ 
nesses that generate more than $100 billion in annual 
economic activity. Cooperatives enrich our communities, 
large and small. Through cooperatives, those who work 
together to build a business can attain all its benefits and 
those who need service can get it on their terms. 

The unsurpassed ability of cooperatives to give 
people economic opportunity must be guarded for the 
enduring good they create for our nation. As one of the 
nation’s largest cooperative enterprises, we would be 
irresponsible if we did not vigorously defend our right to 
provide our consumer-members any service or product 
they demand of us. We would not be serving our mem¬ 
bership well if we could not explain and demonstrate that 
the only reason our customers demand more from us is 
because they believe they can do it better and/or cheaper 
themselves. 

Cooperative businesses are created through the self- 
reliance of Americans who come together to meet their 
common economic, social and cultural aspirations 

through a jointly owned and democratically controlled 
enterprise. The benefits that cooperative businesses cre¬ 
ate have long been recognized and their role in our soci¬ 
ety has been confirmed year after year. Today, 
cooperative businesses are an irreplaceable part of our 
economy. 

We have a historic opportunity now to reach out to 
all Americans and help them understand how they can 
become more self-reliant during these uncertain times. 
We are already doing a lot. Through Touchstone Energy’s 
aggressive marketing programs, we are telling America 
why we are unique and why we are the best hope for 
consumers. But, to be most effective, we cannot rely 
upon advertising and special events alone. We must 
hammer the message home in all that we say and do, 
and we need to stay “on message” because we cannot 
be sending the public mixed messages at this critical 
time. 

To be understood, our message about why we are in 
business must be clear and uncomplicated. I would sug¬ 
gest that nothing could be more compelling than to sim¬ 
ply remind Americans that electric cooperatives have 
been serving their communities for more than 60 years. 
They are guided by their members. They are privately 
owned businesses that empower the consumers that 
own them. 

Office closing 
Monroe County Electric 

Co-Operative will be 
closed for Good Friday, 

April 21 

For emergencies call, 

(800) 757-7433 or 
(618) 939-7171 
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Don’t let spring 
zap your children! 

Spring is a time of mixed emotions. For many, it’s a 
time of hope that the cold will finally go away for 
good. For others, it’s a time of hope and renewal. For 

parents, it offers an opportunity to get out and throw a few 
baseballs to the children, or to watch them play outside. 
For children, it means summer vacation’s coming soon. 

But there’s another side to spring, too. For emergency 
room doctors and nurses, spring is a busy season, with 
many of the patients being children. 

Surprisingly, there are almost twice as many childhood 
injuries in the warm spring months as winter. 

During the spring and summer months, children are at 
increased risk because most, especially the younger ones, 
tend to forget the safety rules they learned the previous 
year. They’re more likely to get hurt in collisions involving 
cars, bikes or pedestrians. There are also more drownings, 

poisonings, falls and chokings. 
Sadly, most could be prevented. 

If you have youngsters, be sure 
to take precautions to help protect 

them during the warm months. 
Check with your local 

Red Cross, American 
Fleart Association or 

hospital to see if you can get 
training in cardio-pulmonary 

resuscitation (CPR). It 
could save a life. 

Children often put 
themselves at risk on the 

streets. Be sure to remind 
yours about the dangers of 

crossing streets. Remind them to stop at the side of the 
road before crossing, and to look both ways. 

When driving, always be careful to buckle up your chil¬ 
dren, and remember that the front passenger’s seat is no 
place for a small child. Remember that children are re¬ 
quired by law to be either in a child safety seat or buckled 
in with a seat belt. Proper use of such devices, while often 
frustrating to children, can save lives. When using child 
seats, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s instructions 
carefully! 

Bicycle helmets are hot and uncomfortable, and some 
children think they’re “uncool.” But they prevent serious 
injury and save lives. Since head injuries are the most 
common kind of bike-related trauma, be sure to insist that 

your children wear 
them. Be sure the hel¬ 
met is approved by ANSI 
and/or other testing 
agencies. 

Warmer weather 
brings about lots of 
activity around 
water, and many 
drownings oc¬ 
cur when children 
are left unattended for 
very short lengths of 
time. Be sure your chil¬ 
dren have swimming 
lessons, and then keep in mind that they’re still not com¬ 
pletely safe around water. Many water-related accidents 
happen because children who know how to swim overesti¬ 
mate their abilities. Keep an eye on your children at all 
times when they’re near water. 

Keep poisonous substances away from children. 
Nearly two-thirds of all calls to poison control centers con¬ 
cern children who are under five years old, and 90 percent 
of such poisonings take place at home. Cleaners, medi¬ 
cines, paints and insect sprays are the products most often 
ingested by children. Be sure to store such items in out-of¬ 
reach cabinets with childproof locks. 

With warm weather, children are more likely to be in¬ 
volved with all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), and children and 
ATVs can be a dangerous combination. Be sure your chil¬ 
dren are well trained and ma¬ 
ture enough before turning 
them loose with an ATV, and 
be sure they wear a helmet 
and all the necessary protec¬ 
tive clothing. 

While it almost 
seems like spring is too 
dangerous to be enjoy¬ 
able, that’s not really 
true. A few simple pre¬ 
cautions will enable 
you and your chil¬ 
dren to enjoy the 
warming 
weather and 
still be safe. 
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Call your co-op 
for lightning 
protection tips 

April showers may bring May flowers, but 
what else do April showers bring? You guessed it 
- thunderstorms. Yes, it’s already time to gear up for stormy 
weather. To protect your home, possessions and family, take pre¬ 
cautions now to prepare for those 
wayward bolts of lightning. 

Do all your major appliances have surge protectors? 
Do the lightning rods on your home and barns have good connec¬ 
tions to the ground? Have you and your family gone over lightning 
safety for the coming spring and summer? Here are some tips to 
follow: 

■ In case of severe storms, stay inside a building or metal ve¬ 
hicle. 

■ Do not use the telephone, except in the case of an emergency. 
■ If outdoors, do not stand near utility poles or under large trees. 
■ Avoid high areas such as hills and tall structures. 
■ Stay away from metal equipment, wire fences, 

metal pipes and similar objects that might conduct lightning. 
Protect yourself and your home from lightning. Just one bolt 

could spoil your whole day. 



Outage summary for 1999 Electric service is one of the most dependable items 
you can buy. Monroe County Electric Co-Operative 
takes pride in bringing you reliable electric power. 

Occasionally, however, your power may be interrupted 
by circumstances over which we have little or no con¬ 
trol. It is our goal to keep the average outage per mem¬ 
ber as low as possible and keep the momentary blinking 
and surges to a minimum. 

During 1999, there were 210 outages on the 
cooperative’s system totaling 6,247 consumer hours of 
outage time. This represents an average outage time of 
1.12 hours per member for 1999. This is down 2.09 
hours per member from 1998. 

During 1999, power supplier outages accounted for 
28 percent of the outages on our system. Weather-re¬ 
lated outages accounted for 33 percent of the outages. 
This was down about 10 percent from last year. Equip¬ 
ment failure, which includes overload, transformer failure 

and deterioration, added another six percent. 
To ensure reliable electric service, your cooperative 

places a high priority on system maintenance. Approxi¬ 
mately 25 percent of our operating expense is for upkeep 
and maintenance. Tree trimming and right-of-way main¬ 
tenance is of utmost importance in keeping our electric 
distribution lines clear of trees and falling limbs during 
storms. Other maintenance performed includes pole 
testing and change-out, testing of substation regulators 
and transformers, meter testing, upgrading and replace 
Oil Circuit Reclosers (OCRs) or breakers and other rou¬ 
tine maintenance. 

Service is our most important commodity. We are 
aware of the inconvenience resulting from outages. Man¬ 
agement and employees alike are committed to keeping 
our system in top operating condition. 

The following chart shows the cause, total con¬ 
sumer hours and percentage of outage for 1999: 

Cause 
TOTAL 
Percent Cons 

Power supply 27.7 1,733 
Construction & maintenance 1.2 72 
Equipment 5.7 356 
Weather 32.5 2,032 
Animals 3.2 200 
Accidents, unknown, other 29.7 1,854 

AMERITECH CELLULAR™ 

Again this year!!! 
® Corporate rate plan available to 

Monroe County 
Electric co-op members 

• Monthly Access $9.00 
• Peak Airtime (per minute) $.15 
• Off-Peak Airtime (per minute) $.02 

Equipment: 
ANALOG PHONES 1 YEAR 2-3 YEARS 
Profile 300 $29.00 FREE 
Nokia 918 $38.00 $9.00 
Startac 3000 $159.00 $130.00 

Take advantage of corporate rates and receive: 
• FREE call waiting, call forwarding and three- 

way calling 
• FREE detailing billing 
Bills sent conveniently to your home address 
Automatic credit card billing required to partici¬ 
pate in program. 

Ameritech® (and design), Ameritech Cellular™, ClearPath™ and 
ClearPackSM are trademarks owned by Ameritech Corporation and 
used pursuant to a license from Ameritech Corporation. Ameritech 
Cellular™ offers service in Greater St. Louis, Greater Chicago, and 
Central Illinois. 2000 Ameritech Cellular™. 
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J. Fellin 

Across the 
President’s 
desk 

May is electrical safety month. We’d like to re 
mind everyone that electricity is a great friend; 

but it can hurt, too, if you don’t treat it with respect. 
During May, Monroe County Electric Co-operative 

is helping to observe National Electrical Safety 
Month by reminding everyone about the four Rs of 
electrical safety: 

• Respect the power of electricity. 
• Read and follow the operating instructions 

that come with every electrical product. 
• Replace worn or frayed electrical cords. 
• Relocate appliance cords so they won’t get 

walked on and children can’t pull on them. 
Electricity can keep your home comfortable, 

light the path to your door and cook your food, or it 
can cause a shock ... or start a fire. Often the choice 
is yours. Keep electricity your friend. 

Don’t let your dishwasher flush $$$ down the drain 
Add up how much electricity all those appliances in 

your home use, and pretty soon you’re talking real 
money on your electric bill. Your dishwasher is no excep¬ 
tion. 

About 80 percent of the energy used by a dish¬ 
washer is for hot water, not for electricity to run the mo¬ 
tor. So, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) recommends 
doing the following to make your dishwasher more cost 
effective. 

• Check the owner’s manual for the recommended 
water temperature. Many have internal heating elements 
that will allow you to lower the temperature if it is set too 
high. 

• Scrape, don’t rinse, large pieces of food from 

dishes. Soak or prewash only when there is burned-on or 
dried-on food. 

• Fill your dishwasher before each use — but don’t 
overload. 

• Do not use the “rinse hold” on your machine for 
just a few soiled dishes. This setting uses three to seven 
gallons of hot water. 

• Let your dishes air-dry instead of using the 
heat-drying option. 

• Relax and enjoy the convenience of having a dish¬ 
washer because dishwashers use less water than hand 
washing — about six gallons less per load. Dishwashers 
also do a better job of killing germs because they use 
hotter water than you would use with hand washing. 
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Whether you’re young or old, kiting holds that unmistakable mys¬ 

tique. Kites can be flown in any shape and size and come in a myriad of 

colors. And it’s so exciting to see your children’s faces when the kite is 

finally launched. But what happens when their beautiful kite becomes en¬ 

tangled in power lines or trees? Even though you can’t stand to watch 

them cry, do yourself and your family a favor, and just buy a new one. 

While you may think that kite is one-of-a-kind, remember that your life is 

too, and it’s worth more than any kite could ever be. 

For more information on kite safety, 
call your local electric cooperative. 
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Five steps to summer 
energy efficiency 

any years ago, we all heated our homes in the 

winter, and didn’t bother to cool them in the sum¬ 

mer, except by running the occasional fan and opening 

doors and windows. Under those conditions, “tightness” 

in a home didn’t matter during the warmer months, since 

doors and windows were frequently open. 

Things are different now. While we want to keep heat 

in and cold out during the winter, those of us who use 

air-conditioners need to keep cool in and heat out during 

the sweltering months of summer. These tips will help 

you corral that cool air you’ve paid for, and keep the heat 

outside, where it belongs. 1 Insulate doors and windows 
Be sure to start with your home’s biggest en¬ 

ergy wasters, the windows and exterior doors. 

You lose more of your heating and cooling 

dollars through these — per square inch — 

than through any other part of your home. For 

instance, heat passes through a single-pane glass win¬ 

dow 14 times as fast through a well-insulated wall. So, 

even if your attic is full of insulation, you can still be 

wasting money and energy through your windows and 

doors. 

Install storm or double-pane windows to cut this en¬ 

ergy drain in half. Add storm doors to create the same 

insulation effect there. 

Caulk and weatherstrip 
After insulating your doors and windows, 

don’t forget to caulk and weatherstrip those 

little nooks and crannies that will let heat in. 

Nearly 40 percent of your monthly heating 

and cooling bill could be going out through 

cracks due to poorly caulked and weatherstripped doors 

and windows. 

Caulking is a rubber-like material that can expand or 

contract to seal air leaks around each pane of window 

glass and between the door and window frames and the 

house. Weatherstripping is a flexible material, such as 

foam rubber, felt, or aluminum, that helps assure a snug 

fit between the parts of windows and doors that open 

and close. 

Water heater 
In the average American house, water heat¬ 

ing is the second largest energy user. Save 

water and the energy needed to keep it hot 

by maintaining an energy-efficient water 

heating system and conserving hot water. 

Start with the heating tank itself: 

• Get the right-size water heater. Keeping more hot 

water on hand than you need can waste energy. 

• You can save about 6 percent of your water heat¬ 

ing energy costs, for each 10 degrees you can lower the 

temperature on your water heater. 

• If the sides of your water heater feel warm to the 

touch, you may be able to save money and energy by 

adding insulation. Wrap a water heater blanket around 

the water heater, especially if it’s located in an unheated 

area of your home. 

• In addition to insulating the water heater, you can 

also save money by insulating the hot water pipes going 

out of the heater 

Low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators reduce 

water flow, saving both water and energy. Aerated 

showerheads and faucets mix air with water to maintain 

pressure, and low-flow showerheads pulse the water 

flow. These simple devices are easily installed and can 

reduce the amount of water and energy used by 50 per¬ 

cent. 

Seal ducts 
The ducts that carry cooled air from your 

air conditioner to each room of your home 

may have leaks. Doing a checkup here can 

help you save as much as 10-15 percent 

on your cooling bill. All ductwork should be 

sealed at the joints to prevent leakage. Ducts located in 

the unconditioned areas of your home (attics and 

crawlspaces) should be insulated. 

Use a set-back thermostat 
A setback thermostat allows you to change 

the temperature setting or turn off your cool¬ 

ing system at pre-set times. Each morning 

when you leave and each evening when you 

return, the temperature changes to save en¬ 

ergy, automatically. Heating or cooling is done only when 

someone is home. 

By using these easy and cost-effective energy sav¬ 

ing guidelines, you can stay comfortable all year around 

and still save money. 

For more information on how you can save energy, 

call your electric cooperative. 
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Prepare now for summer 
Now is the time to start thinking about what you can 

do to be better prepared for the summer cooling sea¬ 

son. Following are some suggestions that could save you 

money on your home energy costs. 

• Consider planting some trees to shade your home. 

Trees do a wonderful job of shielding your home from 

direct sunlight in the summer. When they lose their 

leaves in the fall they let the sun shine through to help 

warm your home through the winter months. Trees also 

add beauty and value to your home. 

• Shade your windows. This can be done several 

different ways: 

-Install window film. Professionals say adding a film 

covering to your windows is the best solution to blocking 

the sun’s intense heat. It can be found in home centers 

and hardware stores, and is easy to install. 

- Install exterior awnings. 

-Don’t forget to use window shades, blinds and cur¬ 

tains to your advantage. 

• Install some ceiling fans. Ceiling fans are eco¬ 

nomical to operate. Furthermore, they are quiet and also 

very effective at moving air. 

• Install a whole-house fan. Use of a whole-house 

fan in the evening, when outdoor temperatures are 

cooler, will substantially reduce your cooling costs. Con¬ 

stant use of an air conditioner will use much more elec¬ 

tricity as opposed to a combination of whole-house fan 

and air conditioner. Using a whole house fan instead of 

an air conditioner will also allow fresh air to enter the 

home. 

• If you have central air conditioning: 

- Be sure to replace the filter in your duct system 

with a clean one. A dirty filter can increase your cost of 

cooling as much as ten percent. 

- Be sure to clean the condenser coils on the outside 

a/c unit. If these coils are not clean, the unit will run 

longer than is necessary. Keep trash and plants away 

from the coils to allow good air circulation. 

- Try setting your thermostat at 78 degrees instead 

of 72 degrees. If you are willing to endure some of the 

heat, you can save a considerable amount on your cool¬ 

ing bill. 

- If your central air conditioning unit is over ten years 

old, you may want to consider replacing it with a new, 

higher efficiency unit. All unites are rated with an E.E.R. 

(Energy Efficiency Ratio). When selecting a new air con¬ 

ditioner, be sure to choose one with an Energy Efficiency 

Ratio (EER) of 11 or higher. 

Seal and caulk around windows. This will allow you 

to be more effective at keeping the cooler, conditioned air 

inside of the house. 

Don’t let your guard down 

This time of year, details weigh on your mind...money, weather and factors vital to your livelihood. The most 

important concern, though, is safety. Tragedy can occur in that flash of an instant when you let your guard 

down — taking a short cut, overlooking basic safety rules. To ensure future harvests always work the safe 

way. 

• Watch out for overhead power lines. 

• Wear appropriate protective equip¬ 

ment. 

• Make sure helpers are familiar with 

equipment they are using. 

• Shut off power before fixing or un¬ 

clogging machines. 

• Keep extended machinery away from 

power pole guy wires. 

• Key shields in place. 
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Across the 
President’s 
desk 

We occasionally receive calls from members com 
plaining about “blinking” clocks and other home 

electronic equipment. 
The flashing “12:00” on clocks, etc. is a telltale 

sign that your power was interrupted, perhaps for as 
little as a fraction of a second. It is highly likely that the 
outage lasted only as long as it takes a tree limb to 
brush against a power line that serves your area. It 
could be a result of lightning, or other weather related 
problems. 

Monroe County Electric, like all other electric utili¬ 
ties, uses protective devices called “reclosers” on our 
lines. The purpose of these reclosers is to sense a dis¬ 
turbance on the line — such as a short circuit from a 
tree limb — so they can open and break the flow of 
electricity through that section of the line for protection, 
much like the circuit breakers in the service panel in 
your home. The difference in the recloser and your 
breaker is that the electronically controlled recloser can 
sense when the line is clear of the temporary short cir¬ 
cuit, at which time it recloses and automatically re¬ 
stores power. This instantaneous disturbance to your 
electronic equipment resulting in the flashing “12:00,” 
not only protects your equipment, but also prevents 
larger and longer power outages on the cooperative 
electric system. 

If upon the device’s reclosing action, the distur¬ 
bance — the tree limb for example — is still present, 
the recloser will again briefly open and try to reclose 
again. These protective devices are designed to nor¬ 
mally go through the process three times before locking 
out. Once the recloser is locked out, it becomes a 
power outage, and a lineman must go find the reason 

Joseph J. Fellin 

— the tree limb in the line or whatever may be causing 
the recloser to operate — and manually reclose the de¬ 
vice and restore the electric power. 

The prevention of such outages is the reason we 
budget man-hours and thousands of dollars for tree 
trimming and right-of-way maintenance. 

Several solutions may assist you with the problems 
of blinking clocks: 

• Digital clocks and appliances are available with 
battery back-up for digital display. 

• Do not plant trees near overhead lines in your 
yard or farmstead. Report any trees that you think need 
trimmed or removed to the cooperative. 

• Always give permission for co-op employees to 
trim or remove trees that are growing into or near power 
lines. 

The problems causing the “blinking” of digital 
clocks is no worse now than in the past, but with the 
advent of electronic equipment, it is much more notice¬ 
able than before. 

ELECTRIC WATER 
HEATERS 

flameless, ventless, odorless, silent, clean, 
safe, child-proof, low-priced, produce 

no carbon monoxide 
50 gallon - $125 
65 gallon - $150 

Call Member Services for details 
(extension 15) 

Office closing 
Tuesday, July 4th 

Independence Day 
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Cooperative 
commitment 

— you can count on it 

Integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to community — 
strong principles on which electric cooperatives were founded more than 
half a century ago. While investor-owned utilities are concerned with profit 
margins, electric cooperatives are committed to providing their members 
with the best local service possible. 

Co-ops aren’t closing local offices and service centers in Illinois. In¬ 
stead, they are right where they’ve always been, providing personal ser¬ 
vice from people you know and trust. 

Electric cooperatives — 

we’re here for our members! 
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Use light. 
but cut costs by lighting wisely 

Light is wonderful! During winter, when days are 
short, many people suffer from “the winter blues.” 
They’re caused partly by the shortness of the days and 
partly by the weakness of the light during daytime 
hours. 

But as wonderful as it is, artificial light is relatively 
expensive. About 15 percent of the electricity used in 
the average home goes for lighting. 

Here are some suggestions to help you reduce your 
real “light bill.” 

Indoor lighting 

• Turn off lights in any room not being used. 

• Light-zone your home. Concentrate 
lighting in reading and working areas 
and where it’s needed for safety 
(in stairwells, for example). 

• Reduce overall lighting in non¬ 
working areas by removing one 
bulb out of three in multiple light 
fixtures. Replace it with a burned- 
out bulb for safety. Replace other 
bulbs throughout the house with bulbs of 
the next lower wattage. 

• Consider installing solid state dimmers or high-low 
switches when replacing light switches, so you can 
reduce lighting intensity in a room and save energy. 

• Use one large bulb instead of several small ones in 
areas where you need bright light. 

• Use compact fluorescents when you can: They’re far 
more energy-efficient than incandescent lights. These 
lights can fit into many incandescent lamp sockets 
and provide the same quality of light. Compact fluo¬ 
rescent lamps are three to four times more efficient 
than conventional bulbs and last 10 times as long. 
For several years, they were very expensive, but 
many electric co-ops and building supply stores offer 
them on sale at very reasonable prices. 

• Consider fluorescent lighting for the kitchen sink and 
countertop areas. These lights, set under kitchen 
cabinets or over counters, are pleasant and energy- 
efficient. 

• Fluorescent lighting also is effective for makeup and 
grooming areas. Use 20-watt deluxe warm white 
lamps in these areas. 

• Need new lamps? Consider the advantages of those 

with three-way switches. They make it easy to keep 
lighting levels low when intense light is not needed. 
Use the “high”switch for reading or other activities 
that require brighter light. 

Turn three-way bulbs to 
the lowest lighting 
level when 
watching TV. 
You’ll reduce 
glare and 
save energy. 

Use low- 
wattage night 
light bulbs. 
These come in 
4-watt and 7-watt 
sizes, and the 
smaller one may work 
well for you. 

• Try 50-watt reflector floodlights in directional lamps 
(such as pole or spot lamps). These floodlights pro¬ 
vide about the same amount of light as the standard 
100-watt bulbs at half the wattage. 

• Try 25-watt reflector flood bulbs in high- 
intensity portable lamps. They provide about the 
same amount of light but use less energy than the 
40-watt bulbs that normally come with these lamps. 

• Keep all lamps and lighting fixtures clean. 

• You can save on lighting costs through decorating. 
Light colors for walls, rugs, draperies and upholstery 
reflect light and reduce the amount of artificial light 
needed. 

Outdoor lighting 

• Have decorative outdoor gas lamps turned off, unless 
they’re essential for safety. By turning off one gas 
lamp, you might save from $40 to $50 a year in gas 
costs. If you need an exterior light, you might con¬ 
sider replacing your gas model with an electric unit. 

• Use outdoor lights only when they’re needed. One 
way to make sure they’re off during the daylight 
hours is to put them on a photocell unit or timer. 

• Consider installing solar-powered pathway lamps or 
high-efficiency sodium lamps for outdoor security 
lighting. They are available at many local hardware 
stores and building suppliers. 
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With springtime comes warmer weather and flowers 
blooming. Another thing to remember is that spring 

brings with it the thunderstorm season and possible 
damage from lightning strikes. 

In an effort to keep the lightning from damaging 
your home’s electronic equipment, MCEC has surge 
protection equipment for sale to its 
members. 

The MSA surge protector is 
installed at the meter by a MCEC 
serviceman. The device becomes 
the property of the member and 
sells for $140 plus tax and $25.00 
installation. In conjunction with the 
MSA model, smaller individual 
protectors should also be installed 
inside the home to protect your 
computer and other sensitive elec¬ 
tronic equipment. 

The TTC-215 provides pro¬ 
tection on television and VCR an¬ 
tenna connections. 

The TTM-215 provides dial¬ 
up phone line protection for FAX 
machines, answering machines 
and modems. 

These individual protectors 
sell for $80 each and can be pur¬ 
chased at the MCEC office in Wa¬ 
terloo. For protection of your 
electronic equipment, consider the 
purchase of this equipment before 
lightning strikes. 

Listen for weather bulletins... 
We urge you to be alert during tornado season. 

During a severe thunderstorm or tornado emergency, 
listen for radio and television broadcasts or the latest 
National Weather Service bulletins. 

If a tornado approaches, your immediate action can 
save your life! 

In homes, stay away from 
windows and take shelter in the 
basement or under heavy furniture 
in the center area of the house. 

In schools, move quickly, 
following advance plans, to shel¬ 
ter areas or to an interior hallway 
on the lowest floor. In office build¬ 
ings, go to an interior hallway on 
the lowest floor or to a designated 
shelter area. 

Mobile homes are particu¬ 
larly vulnerable to overturning dur¬ 
ing strong winds and should be 
evacuated when strong winds are 
forecast. Damage can be mini¬ 
mized by securing trailers. 

In factories, move quickly, 
following advance plans, to shel¬ 
ter areas. 

In open country, move away 
from the tornado’s path at a right 
angle. If there is no time, lie flat in 
the nearest depression with your 
hands shielding your head. Be 
alert for flash floods....during tor¬ 
nado season. 

Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, Inc. 

907 North Illinois Route 3, PO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 
(618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
618-939-7171 A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 

800-757-7433 

Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Cooperative spirit — 
the antidote for tough times 

There is no question that the crisis in rural America is 
reaching unprecedented levels. The growing gaps in 

investment and infrastructure — already too wide — 
are growing every day and making it harder and harder 
for rural Americans to participate in the 21st century 
economy. Without serious attention, the entire country 
will suffer as rural America falls behind. 

Electric cooperatives and our consumer-owners 
live these challenges every day. And while the crisis in 
the agricultural economy certainly plays a big part in 
this crisis, other infrastructure gaps contribute to the 
barriers that exist in overcoming these challenges. 

Internet use by rural households, for example, falls 
far below the rest of the country. In addition, education 
and health care services are suffering, and income lev¬ 
els lag far behind our counterparts in other regions of 
the country. 

But, for more than 65 years consumers in rural 

Joseph J. Fellin 

America have come together using cooperative efforts 
to overcome the challenges facing our communities. We 
are doing a great deal to close these gaps. But more 
needs to be done and we cannot do it alone. Congress 
recently recognized this fact when it took a giant step 
forward in closing the technology gap by enabling the 
delivery of local television broadcasts over satellite re¬ 
ceivers to rural families that are unable to receive these 
signals over the air. The overwhelming votes in both the 
U.S. Senate and House send a strong signal that Con¬ 
gress recognizes the need for more attention to be paid 
to the needs in rural America. 

But industry is ignoring rural America. Just as the 
big power companies ignored us 65 years ago, compa¬ 
nies cashing in on the technology gold rush are ignoring 
rural Americans. For them, there is no gold in the hills 
and valleys of rural America. But we know that it is 
there. 

It is there in the will of rural Americans to succeed. 
It is there in a labor mar-ket hungry for new opportunity. 
It is there in the resilience of rural people that has 
helped them through tough times before. 

With that resilience we’re going to do it again. 
Working in a strong public-private partnership, we are 
going to close the prosperity and infrastructure gaps 
that hold rural America in the worst economic condi¬ 
tions we’ve seen in generations, and bring better times 
to many more families across this country. After all, we 
know how to do this - we’ve done it before. 

 Special offer 
Purchase a RUUD Professional Electric Water Heater from Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative 

• 50-gallon 
$125 plus tax 

• 65-gallon 
$150 plus tax 

Features 
EverKleen self-cleaning device 
8-year warranty 
R-20 insulation 

RUUD 
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Conserve water and energy with a few easy steps 

Water heating accounts for the second highest use 
of energy in most homes, after space heating and 

cooling. Just keeping your family supplied with hot wa¬ 
ter for bathing, doing laundry and washing dishes can 
cost up to $400 per year. And in many communities, 
demands for water are outstripping supply, making wa¬ 
ter itself a scarce and valuable resource. 

Fortunately, it isn’t hard to save water and money 
by using hot water more efficiently. Here are a few 
simple steps you can take: 

• Cut back the temperature on your water heater to 
115 F. Many water heaters are set as high as 140 F. 
Because most dishwashers now will heat water to 
the temperature needed to ensure that dishes are 
sanitized, you can reduce the setting on your water 

heater. This not only saves energy but also helps 
the water heater last longer and reduces the risks of 
being scalded by hot water from your sink and tub 
faucets. 

• Insulate your water heater tank, especially if it’s 
located in an unheated space such as garage or 
basement. This helps the water stay hot longer and 
reduces the amount of energy used. 

• Install low-flow showerheads and faucet controls. 
There are many types available at reasonable prices 
that provide the flow you need to shower and bathe 
without wasting water. Installing a simple aerator on 
an existing faucet will reduce the amount of water 
needed to provide a good, steady stream. 

Is it time to retire your fridge? 

Refrigerators are among the biggest energy-users in 
American homes. You might want to take a look at 

yours and decide if you should retire it in favor of a new, 
more efficient model. An old inefficient model can cost 
you more than $100 more per year to operate than a 
new one and puts more waste heat into your home, too, 
putting an extra strain on air conditioning. 

The good news is that the most efficient standard 
refrigerators are less expensive. The bad news is that 
many of the features consumers want, such as auto¬ 
matic icemakers and on-door ice and water dispensers, 
make refrigerators less efficient. You have to consider 
your family’s needs to make the best choice. 

Some points to consider if you’re refrigerator shop¬ 
ping: 

• Side-by-side refrigerator/freezers use more energy 
than top-freezer models. 

• It costs much less to buy and operate one large 
refrigerator than two small ones. 

• Piling things on top of the refrigerator can affect air 
circulation. Keep it clear. 

• Check the interior temperatures of your fridge and 
freezer with a separate thermometer. For maximum 
food safety and energy efficiency, the refrigerator 
should stay around 35 to 40 F, 
the freezer 
from 0 to 5 F. 

• Clean the 
condenser 
coils once a 
year to help 
the fridge run effi¬ 
ciently. Mount your 
refrigerator on a 
wheeled platform or 
slides to make access 
to the coils in the back 
simpler. 

Be sure to visit our 
booth at the Monroe 

County Fair 
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Take a peek at new windows 
when building a home or 

replacing windows. 
You can avoid energy-wasting window mistakes if you consider climate and solar 
orientation when you build or buy a home. Does the home take advantage of the 
sun’s natural light and warmth? Has it been designed not to overheat? Does it 
have trees that will offer shade in the summer? Following this advice will help you 
keep utility bills down. Years ago, windows were pretty much win 

dows. Many families had individually fit 
ted storm windows and screens that were 

matched to each window and marked for that particular 
frame. 

In the spring, homeowners would take down the 
storm windows and install the screens. That made it 
easy to get fairly comfortable by opening all the win¬ 
dows. The screens would keep out all the pesky critters, 
and the house would enjoy some ventilation. Trees often 
provided cooling shade. 

At the first sign of winter, the screens came down 
and storm windows went up. For the most part, that 
practice has gone the way of the horse and buggy, but 
for many years, windows were still pretty 
much just a piece of glass in a wooden 
frame. They didn’t offer much thermal 
efficiency. 

Times have changed, and windows 
have taken on an entirely new dimen¬ 
sion. You can buy windows — and 
sometimes have films retrofitted — 
that will reduce solar heat gain and cut 
down on the amount of ultraviolet rays 
that fade drapes and furniture. 

Other window assemblies provide 
insulation, to keep heat in and cold out. 
These days, you should consider using 
double-pane-insulating glass throughout 
the house. Consider windows with low- 
emissivity (low-E) coatings and gas fills in 
new construction, or when you need to 
replace windows. 

Granted, these windows are not 
cheap, but they will pay for themselves 
over time. Doug Rye, noted archi¬ 
tect and energy consultant, says in 
his workshops, “These things 
don’t cost you money — they 
make you money!” 

It’d probably be more truthful to say that they cost 
money, but that they pay it back quickly, and go on to 
save money for years to come. 

They also improve comfort and reduce condensa¬ 
tion. Installing a low-E coated double glass unit with gas 
fill, instead of standard double glazing, will improve the 
insulating value of the glass area by 40 to 50 percent. A 
low-E costing is a virtually invisible metal or metallic 
oxide layer on the glass that reflects heat back into the 
home during cold weather and back to the outdoors 
when it’s warm. 

Be sure to invest in good window frames. Wood 
and vinyl frames give the best insulating value. Consider 
solar heat gain from windows. Glazings are available to 

control the amount of in¬ 
coming solar radiation. 

There are two more 
important factors to con¬ 
sider when trying to cut 
cooling costs. First, 
choose windows that you 
can open, so you can use 
natural or fan-assisted 
ventilation in moderate 
weather. Secondly, if it’s at 
all possible, plant a de¬ 
ciduous tree that will 
shade the window during 
the summer, but will not 
block warming sunshine 
during the winter. 

Keep in mind that windows can be tailored to 
different sides of the house, and that what’s 
good for the south side may be inappropriate 
for the north or east side. Consult with an 

expert and for just a little extra, you can 
have windows that are custom-placed to 
increase comfort and cut costs the year’ 
round. 
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You’ve heard the expression, 

“some like it hot,” but 

you don’t want it to 
be hot in your home 
this summer. You 
can keep your home 

cool and 
reduce electric 

costs by abiding 

by these simple rules 

► On the hottest days turn your 

thermostat to a warmer setting. 

► Limit the use 

of your air 
conditioner 
during peak 
load times - 

6-9 a.m. 
and 4 - 9 p.m. 

► Limit use of dishwashers, clothing dryers, ovens and basically anything that 

generates heat to the coolest parts of the day. 

► Use ceiling and box fans to make the most efficient use of your air conditioner. 

► Make sure your entire family understands how and why to conserve electricity. 

For more energy efficient tips, call your local electric cooperative. 

Electric cooperatives of Illinois... 
powerful solutions for more than 60 years 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
907 North Illinois Route 3, PO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 (618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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MONROE COUNTY 

ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

SOO-757-7433 

Board Chairman, Terry 
Letter from your • - 
Grommet, to the membership: 
   mnntv Electric Co-Operative, In • ( 

,. le at Monroe County Electric Co-Operatwe, * > ^ forced tQ do file a 

  Wlorced to do ^'Xerioo and S*st the Mayor, City Attorney, 
Terry Grommet lawsuit against the City 0 lawsuit, tiled by MCEC on 

City Manager and wo of the Counam^ iast resort Let me explain^ and 
Wednesday, May 31,20 ^ ^ Directors 0f MCEC voted to ® ^ ^ ^ was chosen 

wtien the decis on w munjty around us, thus Co-oP C .m ovements t0 the 
area that was an ass«j°1 int0 seven lots, make the necess y ^ ^ what type 

proved and signed, anu a e d he lan on(innP(i documents mean 

plan of dev^^mertM would^beneftt^alL^ ^ wm wjn tpe lawsuit. Our regret is the time 

in SUCh 3 manner' Pen°d' 
d y Sincerely, 

Terry J. Grommet 
Chairman ot the Board, 
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A new spin on ceiling fans 
Ciiling fans are popular not only because of their good 

ooks but also because they can help make your 
home more comfortable during summer and winter. But 
it pays to take note of a few facts that could make your 
ceiling fan an energy drain instead of an energy boost. 

When your power is 

out.. .were on the line! 
Check your circuit breakers or fuses. If pos 

Bible, determine if your neighbors have elec¬ 
tricity. Then call Monroe County Electric Co-Op¬ 
erative. Please have your map 
location number from 
your bill readily avail¬ 
able so we may re¬ 
store your service 
quickly. 

During or after 
office hours call: 939- 
7171 or (800) 757-74 

For instance, if you keep those fans turning for 
cooling power but don’t raise the setting on your air 
conditioning system, you can use more energy than you 
need to cool your home. Although the fans aren’t big 
energy users, if you keep them running at high speed 
and keep the air cranked up high, too, you’re wasting 
energy — as much as 15 percent. However, if you raise 
your air conditioning thermostat by just three degrees 
and use your fans, you can cut your energy use by 
about the same amount. 

Many fans come equipped with switches that 
change the fan’s direction. In the winter months, you 
can use that adjustment to make your fan push warm 
air down from the ceiling — remember, hot air rises — 
and help your home feel warmer. In the summer, reverse 
the switch so the fan brings cool air up from the floor. 
Check the information on your fan to determine how 
your model works. If you’re running your fan the wrong 
way during the heating or cooling season, you’re really 
wasting energy and not getting the benefits of that ceil¬ 
ing fan. 

Would you like more information on how to cut 
your electric bills? Call Monroe County Electric for more 
information. 

A -  — • 1 
Business Pricing II 
$9.95 per month access charge 
$.15 per minute. 

AMERITECH CELLULAR™ Optional features: 

New Cellular Pricing 
Offer for Members of 

200 off-peak minute package — $6.95 
Unlimited off-oeak oackaoe — $12.95 
$.50 roaming and $.25 long distance 

Monroe County 
Electric Co-op 

Digital and Analog phones 
Contact member services for details 939-7171 
or (800) 757-7433. 

Free Car adapter or leather case with August new cellular phone order. 
Offer expires Sept. 30th • Package plans available. 

Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, Inc. 

907 North Illinois Route 3, PO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 
(618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 
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Address 

State 

Phone Electric Provider 

Must be 18 to enter. 
Bring registration form to the Touchstone Energy booth at the DuQuoin State Fair 

Names will be drawn daily for Touchstone Energy T-shirts. Final drawing for the grill 
is on Sept. 4. Grill valued at $325 • T-shirt valued at $11 

Complete the attached registration form, bring it to the Touchstone Energy booth and you could win a Touch¬ 
stone Energy T-shirt or a Char-Broil® Patio Bistro electric grill. 
\ 1 

| Registration for CHar-Broil Patio Bistro electric grill | 

Name 

Do we 
Have fun 
planned 
for you! 
Join Illinois' 

Touchstone 
Energy* electric 

cooperatives 

August 26 - August 28 
Touchstone Energy Hot Air Balloon 

Meet Cheri White - U.S. Hot Air Balloon Ladies’ Division 

Champion and her award winning crew. 

Kyle Finley’s Live Line Safety Demo 
During several 30-minute daily shows, using live electric wires, Kyle will educate 

spectators on how to protect themselves and others from injuries or even death caused 

by electricity. 

Touchstone Energy booth 
See the latest products and services offered by Illinois’ electric cooperatives, and 

pick up your free gifts. 

at the DuQuoin State Fair for fun, 
entertainment and prizes 
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Why you need surge 

You have invested a great deal of money in all the 

electricity-using equipment in your home. Comput¬ 

ers, TVs, stereos, refrigerators, washers, clothes dryers 

and more — none of this equipment is cheap, so you 

take good care of these items. 

But are you protecting your equipment from power 

surges? If you do not have surge protection, consider 

getting it. Today’s electronic equipment and appliances 

are very sensitive — digital clocks, for example. And 

remember that anything you plug in can be damaged, 

and in worst-case scenarios, destroyed by a power 

surge. A power surge is a brief, unpredictable increase 

in voltage that can enter your home through the power, telephone or cable television lines. They can occur at any 

time and in any locale. 

Your electric co-op is always working to maintain a high-quality supply of power to your home. However, there 

are several things that can cause power surges in the very best of electric utility systems. The most common one 

is lightning, but there are other causes of power surges. These include an object coming in contact with a power 

line as well as electric-powered equipment suddenly starting or taking extra power. 

Power surge protection puts up guards in two places: 1) where electricity enters your home and 2) inside your 

home where equipment is connected to electricity through outlets. A meter-based surge protector protects your 

home from power surges at the entry point, which is where your home and equipment are most vulnerable. Plug-in 

devices for surge protection inside the home protect your equipment at the outlet stage. 

Don’t wait for a power surge to hit your home. Call your electric co-op today for information about power surge 

protection — they will be happy to help. 

Aren’t you tired of lugging 

bottled water? 
From the shelf to the cart 

From the cart to the checkout 
From the checkout to the cart 

From the cart to the car 
From the car to the kitchen 

From the kitchen to the pantry 

PureWater Filtration System 
Only $475 and only from 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative. 

6 months free financing available 

Keep your meter 

accessible 

Please keep the area around your meter 

clear so our linemen can get to it. Too often 

there is snow, equipment, lumber, etc. in the 

way of a meter. Keeping the path 

to your meter clear helps 

us work more effi¬ 

ciently. Thanks. 
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ELECTRIC 
CO-OPERATIVE, INC 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
610-939-7171 A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

000-757-7433 

Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Of the hundreds of billed-related questions we receive 
every year, only a small percentage actually involves 

high bills that were computed incorrectly. Most of them 
turn out to be cases of high usage where the members 
used more electricity than they wanted or expected. 

One of the reasons why members may be surprised 
at the usage listed on their bill is that electricity is one of 
the few things they use before paying for it. People pay 
for groceries before they eat. They buy clothes before 
they wear them. And in some instances people make 
installment payments on items while they’re using them, 
but they always know how much the payments are and 
how long they will continue. 

Electricity is different. When the bill arrives, the elec¬ 
tricity has already been used. If a member bought more 
than was intended, it’s too late for the member and the 
cooperative to do anything about it. Electricity is one 
commodity that cannot be returned. 

Convenience raises usage 
Members may use more electricity because it is so 

convenient and so automatic. They forget all the kilo¬ 
watts required to power the numerous devices in their 
homes that provide comfort, save work, entertain, or 
perform many other services. Electric heating and cool¬ 
ing systems maintain our homes in comfort; electric wa¬ 
ter heaters provide hot water for cleaning and sanitation; 
refrigerators and freezers preserve our food; ranges, 
microwave ovens and toasters prepare our meals; elec¬ 
tric alarm systems and security lights provide safety; ra¬ 
dio, television and stereo systems inform and entertain 
us, and the list goes on. 

But the wonderful services electricity provides may 

be of little consolation to members who have tried to use 
energy more efficiently but can’t determine the source of 
their high usage. Members with high usage problems 
should follow these suggestions: 
• Check the two elements in your water heater. Is one 
burned out? If so, the other one is working full time to 
heat your water, causing a tremendous increase in your 
electric usage. A new element costs about $20. You 
might also check the water temperature setting. It should 
normally be at 120 degrees. If you have a dishwasher, 
140 degrees is the recommended setting. 

Is your well pump running all the time? It shouldn’t 
be. Remember, your pump should only run once in a 
while, not every time you turn on a faucet or flush a toi¬ 
let. If your well pump is running constantly, have an 
electrician examine it. It’s consuming electricity unneces¬ 
sarily. 
• Daily meter readings for one month will help you 
understand how and when you use electricity. Take a few 
minutes each day, preferably at the same time, and write 
down the reading on your electric meter. Then, by sub¬ 
tracting the previous day’s reading from the current read¬ 
ing each day, you can determine the number of kilowatt 
hours used during that 24 hour period. Along with the 
usage you should also note the jobs that were per¬ 
formed during that period. This will help you pinpoint 
activities that cause higher electrical consumption, such 
as washing and drying larger amounts of laundry or 
even doing more baking than normal. By identifying 
such activities, you may be able to reduce your usage 
through more efficient measures. 

OFHCECIO 
Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative’s office 
will be closed Monday, 
Sept. 4, in 
observance 
of Labor Day. 
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Saving energy 
on the 

Energy-wise driving and careful auto maintenance can help you 
save money in fuel and other vehicle costs. They also help reduce 

auto emissions and our dependence on undependable foreign oil sources. 

Maintaining your car Check your tires regularly. 
Overinflated tires will reduce 

rolling resistance, but can shorten 
tire life dramatically. On the other 
hand, underinfiated tires will run 
hot, and that shortens their lives. 
They also use about .5 percent more 
fuel for each pound of tire pressure 
under the recommended pounds 
per square inch (psi). 

Most modern tires should be 
inflated to 30-36 psi, which will give 
good road comfort and impact re¬ 
sistance. About 5 million gallons of 
fuel could be saved every day, if all 
tires were kept aired up to the 
manufacturer’s recommended pres¬ 
sure. 

Buy the gasoline octane and oil 
grade recommended in your 
owner’s manual. Octane is not a 
measure of the “power” of the fuel, 
but is a measure of how resistant the 
fuel is to “pinging,” or premature 
ignition. A higher-octane fuel than 
you need is not any more efficient, 
it’s just more expensive. 

If you change your oil yourself, 
be sure to take the used oil to your 
service station for recycling, or to an 
oil-recycling center. 

Have your car tuned as needed. 
This is especially important with the 
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older models. Regular tune-ups ex¬ 
tend engine life and improve perfor¬ 
mance, paying for themselves in 
fuel savings and reliability. A poorly 
tuned car uses from 3 to 9 percent 
more fuel than one that’s well-tuned. 

Replace filters as recommended 
in your owner’s manual. Clogged 
filters waste fuel and increase wear. 

Don’t haul around unnecessary 
weight. The lighter the vehicle, the 
less fuel it uses. An extra 100 
pounds decreases fuel economy by 
about 1 percent for average-sized 
cars. 

Don’t let your engine idle for 
more than a minute. Instead, turn it 
off. It takes less fuel to restart the 
engine than it takes to let it idle. Gen¬ 
erally, you don’t need to press the 
accelerator to restart the engine. 

Don’t overfill your tank. Stop 
when the pump shuts off automati¬ 
cally. Spilled fuel wastes your 
money, adds to air pollution and 
may damage your car’s paint. 

Record your car’s gas mileage, 
and try to get more miles per gallon 
from your car. If you notice an 
abrupt decrease in mileage, you 
may need to see a mechanic. 

Minimize daily cold starts, and limit 
warm-ups to 30 seconds. 

SEPTEMBER 2000 

Avoid stop-and-go traffic, when 
possible. If a route to work becomes 
congested, check out the possibility 
of going a different way, or change 
your departure time. Leaving for 
work five minutes earlier than normal 
can sometimes result in substantial 
time savings on the road. 

Vacation tips Consider vacationing close to 
home, and discovering nearby 

attractions. A hotel, motel or camp¬ 
ground nearby may provide just as 
much of a change from the old rou¬ 
tine as one that’s hundreds of miles 
away. Parents, kids and pets will all 
appreciate the shorter ride. 

Plan your route to avoid traffic 
congestion during rush hours. 
Check local broadcasts for alterna¬ 
tive routes to avoid traffic tie-ups that 
can add length, frustration and long 
spells of engine idling to your trip. 

Rediscover the joys of old-fash¬ 
ioned ways of getting around, espe¬ 
cially for short trips. Walking and 
bicycling are still good ways of go¬ 
ing places without spending a lot of 
money. 

Obey the posted speed limits. 
Gas mileage drops as speed in¬ 
creases. 



V - . 

ummer is over, school bells are ringing and the 
children are headed off to class. It’s Indian Sum¬ 
mer, and it feels like winter will never come. But, don’t 

be fooled. Winter is coming, and now is the time to prepare. 
Look around your home. See any gaps around your doors 

or windows? A 1/12-inch gap around a standard exterior 
door is like having a 4” x 5” hole in the wall. Add that to 
cracks around other doors and windows and you could be al¬ 
lowing a lot of cold air into your home this winter. 

Plugging those leaks will increase your comfort, and it 
pays for itself in reduced energy bills. Just weather stripping 
around doors and windows can cut heat loss by nearly half. 
Caulking, additional insulation and storm doors and windows 
are other measures that will make your home even more en¬ 
ergy-efficient. 

Call your local electric cooperative for advice on weather- 
ization plans that will fit your budget and pay off in lower en¬ 
ergy costs. Then, sit back and enjoy the Indian Summer. 

It’s BACK to 

5Ch00l 
time 
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REBATES! REBATES!! 
Electric heat rebates available for new home 

construction or remodeling 
System GT: 

REBATES: $125 per ton of installed capacity and $350 rebate from Monroe County Electric Co-Op. Plus, free 

electric water heater with radio control! Install a geothermal heating and cooling system to qualify for above rebate. 

Total electric heat: 
REBATES: $30 per KW of installed capacity and $350 rebate from Monroe County Electric Co-Op. Plus, free 

electric water heater with radio control! Qualifying electric heat systems must be a minimum of 5 KW and in¬ 

clude: electric furnace, air-to-air heat pump, baseboard, ceiling cable or any other electric heating system. 

These rebates are for Monroe County Co-Op members only.(The $350 rebate is for new construction only). 

For information on these rebates call Member Services Dept. (618) 939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. PO. Box 128 - Waterloo, Illinois 62298 

When something comes up, Monroe County Electric won’t let you down 
Wind, rain, summer or winter storms are just a few 

things that can cause damage and interrupt your 

electric service. 

Our professional and experienced crews are trained 

to put things back in order as fast as possible. 

As your locally owned electric cooperative, we take 

pride in serving our members. Our commitment to you 

and our community is to never let you down, no matter 

what. In fact, every member of the co-op staff - from 

lineworkers to receptionists and managers, full-time or 

part-time - is there to assist you. 

So when trouble pops up, so do we. It’s all part of 

being a cooperative. And we wouldn’t have it any other 

way. 

Trees and power lines 
Amove out to the country can be a great experience 

for people to appreciate nature and give them a 

chance to plant trees and/or cultivate a garden. 

We would like to remind all our members who have 

overhead lines on their properties to please not plant any 

trees under an existing electric line. The cooperative has 

easements that give us the right to maintain our lines by 

cutting anything that may interfere with your electric ser¬ 

vice or your neighbor’s service. Staying clear of an over¬ 

head line when planting prevents a problem in the future 

of having to trim or cut that tree. 

If you have young trees already planted underneath 

our line, we suggest that you trans¬ 

plant them somewhere else to avoid future cutting. 

We try to let the membership know in advance when 

we plan to be working in a certain area, but under certain 

situations such as an outage or if we spot a problem 

while on the job that needs immediate attention, we may 

have to cut immediately with no notice to the member, in 

order to keep the lights on. 

If you have any questions about trees on your prop¬ 

erty or want to discuss special arrangements for cutting, 

please contact the tree trimming department or opera¬ 

tions at the cooperative. We want to work with the mem¬ 

bers while maintaining the highest quality of service. 

Summer’s over! 
The school year has either begun or will soon. Now’s the time to get back into the habit of looking 

more carefully when you’re driving. Kids are out and about more, and they’re not in the habit of 

being particularly watchful or careful. So, please be especially careful to avoid them. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
907 North Illinois Route 3, RO. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • (618) 939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. • 800-757-7433 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ SEPTEMBER 2000 



MONROE COUNTY 

ELECTRIC 

CO-OPERATIVE, INC. 
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
615-939-7171 Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

300-757-7433 

October 
is co-op month 

t’s been more than 150 years 
since a small group of poor labor¬ 

ers in Rochdale, England, founded a 
mutual aid association they called 
the Rochdale Society of Equitable 
Pioneers. They organized a grocery 
store which rapidly prospered. This 
was followed in short order by a 
flour mill, a shoe factory and a tex¬ 
tile plant. 

The principles that were devel¬ 
oped by the Pioneers have served, 
with modifications in emphasis, as 
the basic code of the consumer co¬ 
operative movement since that time 
and are certainly the cornerstone 
upon which Monroe County Electric 
Co-operative is built. 

• Cooperatives are voluntary 
organizations, open to all persons 
able to use their services and willing 
to accept the responsibilities of 
membership, without gender, social, 
racial, political or religious discrimi¬ 
nation. 

• Cooperatives are democratic 
organizations controlled by their 
members, who actively participate 

in setting their policies and making 
decisions. Men and women serving 
as elected representatives are ac¬ 
countable to the membership. In 
primary cooperatives members 
have equal voting rights (one mem¬ 
ber, one vote) and cooperatives at 
other levels are organized in a 
democratic manner. 

• Members contribute equitably 
to, and democratically control, the 
capital of their cooperative. At least 
part of that capital is usually the 
common property of the coopera¬ 
tive. They usually receive limited 
compensation, if any, on capital 
subscribed as a condition of mem¬ 
bership. Members allocate sur¬ 
pluses for any or all of the following 
purposes: developing the coopera¬ 
tive, possibly by setting up re¬ 
serves, part of which at least would 
be indivisible; benefiting members in 
proportion to their transaction with 
the cooperative; and supporting 
other activities approved by the 
membership. 

• Cooperatives are autono¬ 

mous, self-help organizations con¬ 
trolled by their members. If they en¬ 
ter into agreements with other 
organizations, including govern¬ 
ments, or raise capital from external 
sources, they do so on terms that 
ensure democratic control by their 
members and maintain their coop¬ 
erative autonomy. 

• Cooperatives provide educa¬ 
tion and training for their members, 
elected representatives, managers, 
and employees so they can contrib¬ 
ute effectively to the development of 
their cooperative. They inform the 
general public, particularly young 
people and opinion leaders, about 
cooperatives. 

• Cooperatives serve their 
members most effectively and 
strengthen the cooperative move¬ 
ment by working together. 

• While focusing on member 
needs, cooperatives work for the 
sustainable development of their 
communities through policies ac¬ 
cepted by their members. 
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fj eople of all ages should understand and respect the power of 7,200 volts 

of electricity. That’s why many electric cooperatives are educating the 

J public about electric safety by sponsoring Kyle Finley’s Live Line Demo 

safety program. 

His display is constructed with the same poles, transformers and line hard' 

ware used by your local cooperative. And each time Kyle, a former co-op line¬ 

man, gives his program at co-op annual meetings, fire departments, schools, 

fairs and more, he’s helping co-ops spread their electric safety message to pro¬ 

tect you, your family and friends. 

For more information about electric safety call your local electric coopera¬ 

tive. 

Illinois electric cooperatives — 

we care about you, our members. 
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Do you need surge protection 
for your computer? 

itrange things can happen to elec¬ 
tricity between the power plant 
and your home. Lightning can strike 

the lines, tree limbs can brush against 
them, and cars may hit the power poles 
they’re strung on. All those events can 
cause either momentary blinks, or cata¬ 
strophic failure. 

If you have a home computer, you’ve 
probably experienced the frustration of hav¬ 
ing your power supply suddenly flicker or 
go off completely, resulting in a loss of data. 

Rapid changes in the amount of elec¬ 
tricity going into your computer can result in 
damaged circuitry, loss of important data 
and a lot of frustration. While your co-op 
does its best to keep your power humming 
through its lines without interruption, many 
things are beyond its control. You may need 
some additional protection, if you have sen¬ 
sitive equipment. 

What can you do to protect your com¬ 
puter from spikes and outages? There is 
equipment available for home use that is 
designed to eliminate or filter out power 
surges or provide a source of backup power 
if your power fails. Your first choice might 
well be a whole-house surge protection de¬ 
vice, and your co-op may sell and service 
them. Check there first. 

Other devices plug into outlets in the 
home, to protect just those items plugged 
into them. It’s this kind of equipment that 
may save your computer’s fragile innards if 
a lightning bolt hits nearby and enters your 
home’s wiring. 

From the standpoint of protecting data, 
nothing beats saving your work, and saving 
it often. 

No matter how dependable your elec¬ 
tricity is, or your computer, or your soft¬ 
ware, it’s prudent to save your work 

frequently. That way, you lose only the work 
you’ve done since the last save. 

Surge protection equipment has been 
coming down in price for several years, and 
a good safeguard doesn’t have to cost a lot. 
Look for a unit that has a quick “response 
time,” and that can handle a fairly hefty 
surge. The quicker the response time, and 
the higher the surge-dampening ability, the 
better the protection. 

If you can’t shut down your computer 
during periods when power interruptions are 
likely, such as during intense lightning 
storms, you may be wise to invest in an 
Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS). 

A UPS system operates with a battery 
backup that provides instant power to your 
computer if the outside voltage suddenly 
drops. Because the system takes over virtu¬ 
ally instantly, your computer doesn’t notice. 
The batteries normally supply enough power 
to continue operating for 15-20 minutes, but 
each system's reserve time will vary, de¬ 
pending largelv on cost. 

If you need a system that will just en¬ 
able you to shut your machine down in an 
orderly fashion so you can wait out a storm, 
you can buy that at a fairly reasonable price. 

On the other hand, if you want to be 
able to go on working on battery power, 
you’ll need more. That’ll cost you. Like 
surge-protection equipment, UPS systems 
have been coming down in price, too. Look 
for one with a quick reaction time and a bat¬ 
tery sized to meet your needs. 

If you’re thinking about buying a surge 
protector or battery backup system for your 
computer, be sure the equipment you 
choose meets your needs. If power surges 
and outages concern you, surge protectors 
and battery backup systems may be just 
what you need for important protection. 
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Start winterizing your home now 
Even though we may have a few more relatively warm 

fall days ahead of us, now is the best time to start 
planning for the cold winds of November and the subse¬ 
quent cental Illinois winter weather. Since many of us 
haven’t used our furnaces since, oh, perhaps last April; 
this may be the best place to start. 

Heating systems and humidifiers 
If you have a humidifier attached to your furnace, it 

should be cleaned and chlorinated. Replace filters, mak¬ 
ing sure the water is turned on and the drain is clear. 
Make sure the humidifier is not leaking into the furnace. 

Check all furnace filters to make sure they are 
clean. If not, either clean them or replace them. In some 
systems, filters should be replaced on a monthly basis 
during the regular heating period. Check your owner’s 
manual for recommended replacement time and other 
maintenance requirements. 

If you have a wood-burning stove, check all 
ductwork for possible leaks. Do not vent a wood-burn¬ 
ing stove or fireplace in the same flue as a gas, or oil 
burner, or space heater. Check fireplace chimney for 
obstructions or creosote buildup, and clean it at least 
once a year. Leave the damper slightly open at all times 
if you have a gas log or gas starter. 

Plumbing and water heaters 
Locate your main water shut-off valves and know 

how to use them. 
Turn off any water lines going to outside faucets 

and drain the pipes to pre¬ 
vent winter freeze up. 

Insulate water lines 
in your basement or 
outer walls exposed to col( 
drafts; however, do not us( 
heat tapes in hard-to-reacf 
areas. 

Install a temperature pressure relief valve and metal 
overflow line on your electric water heater. Consider 
insulating your water heater to prevent unwanted heat 
loss. 

Snow Birds 
If you plan on taking an extended vacation over a 

period of months, consider draining your entire water 
system and shutting the water off to your home until 
you return. 

Unplug any large appliances not in use: range, 
washer, dryer, refrigerator (if empty and defrosted, leave 
door ajar), television, etc. 

Set your thermostat at a minimum of 45 degrees to 
prevent freeze up. 

Ask a friend or neighbor to periodically check your 
home in case of some unforeseen emergency. 

Call the Monroe County ELectric Cooperative office 
for more winterizing tips. 

By reviewing your winterization needs now, you’ll 
be ready later — as Old Man Winter is knocking on your 
door. 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 
Generations ago, before America’s Electric Coopera 

tives formed Touchstone Energy®, friends and 
neighbors pitched in and built their own electric utilities 
to power lives and propel communities to the future be¬ 
cause the big city power companies would not. 

Our co-ops built a reputation for integrity, account¬ 
ability, innovation and community commitment. 

Now, decades later, they’ve forged a nationwide 
alliance — Touchstone Energy® — to power the push to 

the 21st century — in America’s fastest growing com¬ 
munities. 

Millions of customers, large and small, get quality, 
state-of-the-art technology and personalized service at 
affordable rates. 

The businesses and home that make up the com¬ 
munities of tomorrow know they can trust Touchstone 
Energy® cooperatives to bring “The power of human 
connections.” 

r 

Mission Statement 
“As a member-owned organization, Monroe County Electric Cooperative's mission is to provide, 

market and maintain quality electric service and to develop other 
services that will enhance the growth and welfare of its service area.” 

v_ 
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Joseph J. Fellin 

Across the 
President’s 
desk 

A series of local member meetings have been sched¬ 
uled for four locations in the cooperative service 

territory during November. These meetings will give you 
an opportunity to learn about your cooperative, visit 
with cooperative personnel, friends and neighbors. 

At the area meetings we will bring you up to date 
on cooperative activities and operations. We will set 
aside a few minutes to answer questions you may have 
concerning your cooperative. 

Each member or family member attending these 
meetings will receive a year 2001 Saturday Evening 
Post Appointment Calendar. Five $10 credits on electric 
bills will be awarded as attendance prizes in a drawing 
at the conclusion of each meeting. Refreshments and a 
fellowship period will close the event. 

A post card will be mailed to each member an¬ 
nouncing the meeting in their area. If you can not attend 
the meeting in your area, please feel free to attend one 
of the other scheduled meetings listed below: 

Let’s all give thanks! 
top a moment and think - list three things you’re 
thankful for during this Thanksgiving holiday. 
We like to take inventory every Thanksgiving of 

some of the things we’re grateful for: 
• The interest and involvement of all our con¬ 

sumer-owners to whom the cooperative belongs. 
• The cooperation and loyalty of our employees 

whose expertise and skills keep everything on track. 
• The good relationships we have with business 

associates, friends and neighbors who share our 
many concerns and offer their support. 

We hope that you too can pause and reflect on 
some of the good things that affect your life. After all, 
that’s what the first Thanksgiving was all about. 

2000 Area Meetings • Dates and Locations 
(All meetings begin at 7 p.m.) 

Wednesday, November 8 Eschy’s Restaurant - 
Maeystown, Illinois 

Thursday, November 9 Meeker Community 
Center - Meeker, Illinois 

Monday, November 13 VFW Hall - Millstadt, 
Illinois 

Thursday, November 16 Monroe County Electric 
Cooperative-Waterloo, IL 

Office closing 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative’s office 

will be closed Friday, Nov. 10 in observance of 
Veteran’s Day; and Thursday and Friday, Nov 23 
and 24, in observance of Thanksgiving. 
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on't let carbon monoxide 
oak up on p this winter! 

I t has been said 
that the chief 
cause of prob¬ 
lems is solutions 

— those things we 
do to solve one 
problem lead to 
another. That is true 

of the steps we’ve taken over the 
years to combat the energy crunch. 

Years ago, when coal, oil or propane heated most 
homes, and when those fuels were inexpensive, it was 
easy to keep a house warm. If we felt chilly, we just 
built a bigger fire. 

Houses were built with little thought to air infiltra¬ 
tion, because it didn’t matter much. Then energy costs 
rose dramatically. There were families whose energy 
bills matched or exceeded their mortgage payments, 
and it became necessary to find a remedy to that prob¬ 
lem. 

One solution was to snug up houses. We did that 
by adding insulation, weather-stripping, by caulking in 
places where different kinds of material joined. 

People who built new homes were encouraged to 
“build tight,” and that helped with heating and cooling. 
But it brought problems, too. Those old drafty houses 
had one advantage: any carbon monoxide generated by 
the cook stove and/or furnace went out through all 
those cracks, along with some of the heated air. 

When we set out to tighten up our homes, we made 
it harder for the heat to escape and the carbon monox¬ 
ide as well. 

Carbon monoxide (CO), which is generated any 
time something burns, is particularly deadly because it 
is invisible and odorless. Many people save themselves 
from fire because they can smell smoke, or see it, or 
they can see flames. CO is a sneaky killer, and its ef¬ 
fects can be cumulative. More than 250 people die each 
year in the U.S. because of CO, and some 10,000 seek 
medical help after being exposed to it. 

Carbon monoxide is more of a problem in winter 
than in summer, because furnaces use a lot of fuel, and 
the more fuel that’s burned, the more CO that’s gener¬ 
ated. And we’re much less likely to have a window or 

door slightly ajar, as we are in the summer. Then there’s 
always the temptation to warm up the car while it’s in 
the garage. Never do that! 

In addition to furnaces and cook stoves, other 
sources of CO can be wood-burning stoves, fossil-fu¬ 
eled water heaters and clothes dryers. Barbecue grills, 
kerosene stoves and camping heaters, which are some¬ 
times used by people desperate for warmth, are espe¬ 
cially hazardous. 

People subjected to low levels of CO experience 
nausea, dizziness, vomiting, headaches, confusion and 
fatigue, while high-level exposure results in diarrhea, 
impaired vision, abdominal pain, convulsions and coma. 
If they don’t get away from the CO, death will result. 

Low-level CO poisoning is often confused for flu, 
partly because both tend to be most prevalent during 
winter. 

The elderly, the very young and the sick are the first 
to suffer the effects of CO poisoning, and in pregnant 
women, the fetus is the first to be affected. 

There are several things you can do to protect your¬ 
self. Probably the first line of defense should be to make 
a point of having any fossil-fueled appliance checked by 
a professional serviceman every year, preferably at the 
beginning of the heating season. Obviously, you should 
seek help immediately any time you smell gas. 

Another wise step is to buy and use a CO detector. 
For years, safety experts urged people to put smoke 
detectors in their homes and to keep their batteries up 
to date. That campaign has saved many lives and pre¬ 
vented a lot of property damage. 

CO detectors can do the same. While they’re not as 
cheap as smoke detectors, the prices of CO protection 
are coming down. Now’s the time to go to your home 
supply store and buy a CO detector. 

There are different kinds, and part of the difference 
is in how the unit is powered. Some plug into a wall out¬ 
let, while others use batteries. Some have a digital dis¬ 
play that shows the CO level in the air, while others 
sound an alarm when the CO level reaches a certain 
point. 

Your friends at your local electric co-op hope you’ll 
help make the winter season safer by investing in a CO 
detector. 
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S7]m Id Man Winter’s wrath is nearly upon us, but it’s not too late to 

M Protect your *lome a9ainst his icy wicds ancl driving snow. A 
M few simple tips can help lower your energy consumption and 

heating bills. 

No matter if you’re buying a new home or wanting to reduce energy use in 

an existing one, proper home weatherization can pay big dividends for the few 

dollars spent. 

Weatherization means installing proper insulation, caulking around doors 

and windows, adding weather-stripping, installing storm doors and windows 

and setting back the thermostat. 

For more information about weatherizing your home, contact your local 

electric cooperative. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Powerful solutions for over 60 years 
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Students encouraged to apply 

For 2001IEC Memorial Scholarships 
Joseph Fellin, presidenl/ceo of Monroe County Elec 

trie Cooperative, has announced that for the sixth 
consecutive year the Illinois electric cooperatives will 
award $1,000 academic scholarships to high school 
seniors. The three scholarships are being awarded 
through the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. Because of the scholarship 
program’s success, a second scholarship was added 
again this year for children of cooperative members. 

High school seniors pursuing a college education in 
the state of Illinois are eligible to participate in the pro¬ 
gram. Two of the three scholarships will be awarded to 
the child of an electric cooperative member. The other 
$1,000 award will go to the child of an electric coopera¬ 
tive director or employee. Deadline for applications to be 
returned to the cooperative is Jan. 1, 2001. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to as¬ 
sist electric cooperative youth while honoring past rural 
electric leaders through memorial gifts,” said Fellin. 

“MCEC and the other Illinois electric cooperatives want 
to make a difference in their communities. One of the 
best ways we can do that is by lending a hand to our 
youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of grade point 
average, college entrance exam scores, work and vol¬ 
unteer experience, school and civic activities, and a 
short essay that demonstrates their knowledge of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program was estab¬ 
lished in 1994 by the board of directors of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Individuals wanting 
to apply for the scholarship should contact their high 
school guidance counselor. For further information on 
the IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, contact Mon¬ 
roe County Electric at (618) 939-7171 or (800) 757- 
7433 and ask for Allan Masterson, or ask your high 
school guidance counselor. 

It’s a good question. Even if you don’t use electric heat, you may notice that 
your bills are higher during the colder months. Several factors can contrib¬ 

ute to those higher bills, including: 

• Warm baths feel great on cold days - and heating extra water can in¬ 
crease your consumption and your electric bill. Be sure your water heater is 
properly insulated if it’s in an unheated space, and have it checked for leaks. 

• Winter brings holidays, which often mean additional cooking and baking, 
and those bright holiday lights, all of which can raise your usage of electricity. 

• Shorter days and longer nights mean lights stay on longer both inside and 
out. 

• Most heating systems use electricity for some functions, such as operat¬ 
ing the fan, and many run almost continuously when it’s very cold. 

• You may be using space heaters in garages, basements or other unheated 
spaces. 

• That electric blanket or heating pad that feels so cozy on cold nights can 
cost another dollar or so to operate. 

• You may be using engine block heaters on your cars or equipment. 

• Most consumers use the clothes dryer more often in winter. 

Even if your bills are higher during winter, electricity remains one of the best 
values around. The pound of sirloin steak you buy at the grocery store costs 
about the same as the electricity needed to heat an electric range for 15 hours. 
The cost of a box of tissues and a roll of paper towels will power an electric 
dryer for five hours. For the price you pay for a magazine, you can read by 
electric light for 50 hours. 
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Across the 
President’s 
desk 

Joseph J. Fellin 

The Promise of Electric Cooperatives 
Guest Editorial 
Glenn English 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

A guest column in The Washing¬ 
ton Post caught my eye the 

other day. The author made a seri¬ 
ous point about how many of the 
nation’s most well-known compa¬ 
nies have lost the important element 
of respect in their relationships with 
customers. 

The editorial was a sad com¬ 
mentary on many of the companies 
that helped build this country’s eco¬ 
nomic strength and how far they 
have fallen in the eyes of consum¬ 
ers. Lost in the blizzard of corporate- 
strategy memos, voice-mail 
systems, and Wall Street mergers is 
the simple notion that the consumer 
comes first. 

Today, these examples are be¬ 
coming folktales of what not to do to 
build a strong and loyal customer 
base. 

Lost also is the respect con¬ 
sumers once had for these large 
companies. These companies once 
wrote the rules in customer service. 
Their programs were case studies in 
business-school textbooks on how 
to succeed in the business world. 

Stranded in airports, left on 
hold waiting for help, stunned at the 
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jump in their energy bill, or left fac¬ 
ing a choice between heating the 
house or putting food on the table, 
many consumers today feel lost and 
abandoned by companies they once 
trusted. 

In the electric utility industry, 
mergers between large power com¬ 
panies have made these giants even 
more distant and removed from the 
local needs of their customers. Many 
corporations are literally retreating 
from the communities they serve by 
closing local service offices. 

But one sector of our economy 
still holds respect for their consum¬ 
ers as a sacred trust. America’s lo¬ 
cal, consumer-owned electric 
cooperatives will always put the con¬ 
sumer first. Why? Because the 
beauty of the cooperative business 
strategy is its clear and precise focus 
on service to the consumer. Every¬ 
thing else is secondary. 

In an industry struggling with 

change, more and more consumers 
are discovering that there is a way to 
take back control. Consumers are 
discovering that a cooperative busi¬ 
ness can help them in a competitive 
world that otherwise ignores their 
needs. And everyday, more and 
more consumers discover that by 
working together to meet common 
needs, they can accomplish more 
than by going it alone. 

People in rural America have 
known this for more than 60 years. It 
is part of our heritage. And as the 
electric utility business changes, 
more and more people are discover¬ 
ing they too can have real influence 
in the marketplace by choosing a 
cooperative business to get things 
done. A cooperative creates new 
opportunity for people to secure 
better and more economical service 
than otherwise would not be avail¬ 
able to them. 

The challenge we rural electric 
cooperatives have is telling our story 
so others may learn about the real 
advantages a cooperative business 
strategy brings to the marketplace. 
This is our responsibility to the 
American consumer: To let them 
know that they can make a coopera¬ 
tive choice. 

If we’re successful in that, then 
we really will belong in business- 
school textbooks as case studies in 
how to succeed in a 21st century 
economy. 

OFFICE OMM 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative 

will be closed Dec. 25 and Jan.1 in observance of 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. In the event of an 

electrical emergency, please phone 
939-7171 or (800) 757-7433 
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Students encouraged to apply for 
2001 IEC Memorial Scholarships 

ships will be awarded to the child of 
an electric cooperative member. The 
other $1,000 award will go to the 
child of an electric cooperative direc¬ 
tor or employee. Deadline for appli¬ 
cations to be returned to the 
cooperative is January 1, 2001. 

“The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to assist electric coopera¬ 
tive youth while honoring past rural 
electric leaders through memorial 
gifts,” said Fellin. “MCEC and the 
other Illinois electric cooperatives 
want to make a difference in their 
communities. One of the best ways 
we can do that is by lending a hand 
to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, college 
entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay 
which demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
program was established in 1994 by 
the board of directors of the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. For further information on the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, 
contact Monroe County Electric Co- 
Operative at (618) 939-7171. 

Joseph J. Fellin, 
President of Monroe 
County Electric Co- 
Operative, has an¬ 

nounced that for the 
sixth consecutive year the 

Illinois electric cooperatives 
will award $1,000 academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. The 
three scholarships are being 
awarded through the Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of Illi¬ 
nois are eligible to participate in the 
program. Two of the three scholar¬ 

Quick window fixes 
f your windows rattle easily (and 
not just when the kids turn the mu¬ 

sic up loud!) you’ll likely lose a lot of 
heated air this winter. In fact, the 
heat you lose through your windows 
can account for 10 to 25 percent of 
your heating costs! Take advantage 
of the good fall weather to prepare 
for colder, windy days ahead by giv¬ 
ing your home’s windows a good 
long look. 

About that rattling — if the win¬ 
dows are loose in the frame, heated 
air can escape. A little caulking can 
solve the problem inexpensively. 
Rope caulking comes ready to press 
into place, costs about $5 per win¬ 
dow and is easy to remove in the 
spring. If your window glass is very 
loose, you may need to reglaze them 
with glazing compound or putty, 
which is permanent. It is not a diffi¬ 
cult task and it can really pay off. 

If your windowpanes are okay 
but you don’t have storm windows 
and want an extra layer of protec¬ 
tion, try clear plastic film. If may not 
look like much, but that thin layer of 
film creates a dead air space, which 
is a great insulator. Kits come with 
film and double-sided tape, are 
simple to use, and the film is almost 
invisible after it is heated and tight¬ 
ened into the space with a hair dryer. 

OH, CHRISTMAS TREE!! 
Y; 

u have decked the halls and you are ready for the holiday season, but do not forget to 
think safety when it comes time to light the tree. 

Make sure bulbs do not touch any branches. 
Do not use lights on a metal tree. 
Check each set of Christmas lights to be sure they are in 
good repair. If a cord is damaged, frayed or gets hot when in use, un 
plug it immediately and do not use it. 
Use three-prong, grounded electric outlets for lighting. If none is avail¬ 
able, have one installed by a qualified electrical contractor. 
Never run an electric cord from indoors to the outdoors. 
Check for loose prongs on the plug. 
Use caution when installing outdoor lights. Be aware of over 
head power lines and have someone help hold tall ladders. 
Turn off lights when you are away or sleeping at night. 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 2000 



DECEMBER 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

inemen are here 
forp 

regardless 
of the weather A lineman’s job is un¬ 

predictable. One day 

it may be sunny and 

60 degrees, but the next 

day an ice storm could in¬ 

terrupt power to the entire 

service area. But you can 

feel secure. Your co-op’s 

linemen know that power 

outages don’t happen 

when it’s convenient. They 

understand this and they’re 

committed to restoring 

your power as fast as pos¬ 

sible regardless of the 

weather. 



Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
Through 

Southern Services, LLC 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the Quest Long Distance Network (The nation s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 12 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc., in conjunction with Southern Services, LLC, is offering long 
distance telephone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long distance service is one of the 
lowest-cost long distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents 
per minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. Incoming 
calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day-7 
days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, P.O. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

DETACH HERE 

Name Social Security Number  

Street City State Zip 

n 

Telephone Numbers ( ) -  ( ) -  

I Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards...Number of cards requested  I 
*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent. Southern Services, LLC, to transfer 
my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services 
provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 

| charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature Date  

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc. 
I   I 
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