
Plastic film is good solution 
for a ‘problem window’ 

Have someone hold the film in place, and give it 
a preliminary trim with scissors. If you have to, 
you can tape the film across the top of the frame. 

Now that cold weather — and 
the wind — have made their 

presence known, you may have 
discovered that you have a win¬ 
dow or two, and perhaps more, 
that let in a little more wind 
and chill than you like. Unfor¬ 
tunately, many houses suffer 
from that situation, especially 
the older ones. 

The best solution to the 
problem is to have the windows 
replaced, but that’s not always 
an option. And, occasionally, 
a house may have several win¬ 
dows that are fine, but a couple 
that leak. This seems to be par¬ 
ticularly true of windows on 
the side of the home toward the 
prevailing winds, and a quick 
and cheap fix often will help 
such rooms. They may make 
the difference between chattering teeth and rea¬ 
sonable comfort. 

If you find that you have a couple of win¬ 
dows that need help, plastic film may be a 
good bet for you. While no one would argue 
that they’re aesthetically pleasing, they do help, 
and that’s enough for many. 

They’re fairly simple to install, and all you 
need, generally, is a pair of scissors and a 
hair dryer. 

Film kits are available in different sizes, 
and often need to be cut to fit. You’ll need to 

measure the windows you want to fix, and get 
a kit that’s that size, or bigger. Try to install 
the kit when it’s not too windy, because wind 
blowing in will “bow” the plastic, making it 
hard to work with. You’ll need to hold the film 
up to the window, and cut it to an approxi¬ 
mate fit. Then, set it aside. 

There should be some double-stick tape 
with the kit, and you’ll need to apply it around 
the window frame so it’ll make an uninter¬ 
rupted seal. Then, peel off the backing from 
the tape (This is often the most frustrating 
part), and apply the film, starting with an up¬ 
per corner and working downward and toward 

the opposite corner. Keep 
things as smooth and as neat 
as possible. 

Press the film carefully 
against the double-stick tape, 
and then break out the blow 
dryer, which you’ll use to 
shrink the plastic to give it a 
tight fit. Follow package in¬ 
structions regarding heat set¬ 
tings and the like, and you’ll 
have a nice, snug window. Use 
your scissors, again, to trim 
away excess, to make a neat 
application. 

Double-stick tape applied to the 
window frame holds the film in 
place. The white backing comes 
off, and the tape’s invisible when 
the job’s done. 

If you treat 
even a few win¬ 
dows in your 
home, you’ll 
probably save a 
fair amount of 
money, and 
you’re sure to 
improve the 
comfort level! 
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A hair dryer shrinks the film to 
give a tight fit. 
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Co-op buys 
out of 

government 
loan 

program 

Nov. 18, 1999 was a big day of historical significance to your 
cooperative. On this date, your cooperative paid off at a discount, 
all outstanding government debt to the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), 
formerly the Rural Electrification Administration (REA). 

McDonough Power was organized on July 15, 1938 in Macomb 
by a group of progressive rural community leaders. The initial loan 
from the REA in the amount of $282,000 was approved on Oct. 20, 
1938. Loans from REA through 1973 were two percent interest for 
35 years. In 1973, Congress amended the Rural Electrification Act 
to require cooperative borrowers to secure outside financing for 30 
percent of their future debt and increased the interest rate to 5 
percent. In 1992, Congress again amended the Act to increase in¬ 
terest rates to a maximum of seven percent. For the last 15 years, 
the processing period for a loan had taken 12-24 months, and re¬ 
quired numerous studies and red tape. 

The National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation 
(CFC) was developed in 1969 out of a need for additional funding 
for the rural electrification program. It serves as the primary source 
of private market financing to the program. CFC is basically a bank 
organized as a cooperative by cooperatives. Since 1969, CFC has 
grown to a $13 billion plus institution. CFC borrows money from 
large commercial banks, Wall Street and various other sources. The 
cooperative borrowed $940,947.27 from CFC to pay off RUS. 

The board of directors carefully studied the prepayment option, 
in fact for over a year. The final decision was philosophical as well 
as financial. They were concerned since the future of the RUS loan 
program is always under congressional attack, and the discount 
prepayment option may not be available in the future. Another plus 
to CFC financing is that future loan funds can be available in less 
than 30 days vs. two years with RUS. One of the main financial 
reasons is the savings of approximately $47,000 a year in state 
invested capital tax. With deregulation on the horizon, the coopera¬ 
tive needed to be flexible. By reducing some of the regulatory is¬ 
sued required through RUS, we can be prepared. Now the 
cooperative can proudly state that it receives no federal subsidies. 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner '' 
The power of human connections 
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Royce Headley 

Royce Headley, northern 
area serviceman, has re¬ 
tired after 27 years of ser¬ 
vice to McDonough Power 
Cooperative. Royce began 
his employment in April of 
1972 as groundman. He 
took over the northern 
area in May of 1991. 
Royce and his wife, Joyce, 
reside in Macomb and are 
planning to enjoy their 
grandson and do some 
traveling. 

Royce 
Headley 
retires 

Tim Norton has taken 
over as the northern area 
serviceman. Tim began 
work with McDonough 
Power in July of 1979 as 
groundman. Since then he 
has been a journeyman/ 
lineman and most recently 
has been the crew chief of 
the construction crew. 

Tim and his family re¬ 
side on McDonough Power 
lines in rural Macomb. He 
enjoys hunting, fishing, and 
attending his children’s 
sports activities. 

Tim Norton 

Doug Bear has been 
appointed as crew chief, 
taking over for Tim 
Norton. Doug’s employ¬ 
ment with McDonough 
Power Cooperative began 
in May of 1991 as an ap¬ 
prentice lineman. Doug 
has been a journeyman/ 
lineman on the construc¬ 
tion crew. 

Doug and his family 
reside in Macomb. He en¬ 
joys fishing, spending time 
with his family and wood- 

Doug Bear working. 

New 
northern 
area 
serviceman 

Doug Bear, 
new crew 
chief 
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Snowmobilers, 
beware of hidden dangers 

Snowmobiling is a very popular winter sport, 
but snow cover can conceal dangers. 

M' ore than one-half of the serious snowmobile injuries involve colli¬ 
sions with automobiles, other snowmobiles, trains and fixed ob¬ 
jects such as trees, fences, utility poles and guy wires. Guy wires 

can be especially difficult to see against a background of bright snow or 

during dawn or dusk hours. Watch for downed power lines, too. Your snow¬ 

mobile could be wrecked if it crosses a downed line, and your life could be in 

danger if the line is energized. 

If you see a downed power line, mark the location, then notify local authori¬ 

ties or the electric suppliers in the area. 

Your local electric cooperative urges you to drive defensively to keep your 

snowmobiling experience fun and safe. 



E W McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

McDonough 
Power to 
sponsor 
Youth to 

Washington 
Tour 

The Board of Directors recently announced that McDonough 
Power Cooperative would be sponsoring the Youth to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. and Youth to Springfield programs this spring. 

McDonough Power, as well as McDonough Telephone Cooperative, 
is sponsoring this program to introduce students to government 
and the political process. 

TWo students from each high school in the respective service 
areas will receive an all-expense-paid bus trip to Springfield on 
Wednesday, April 12. During the day, the students and their coun¬ 
terparts from other area high schools will meet their elected sena¬ 
tors and representatives at the capital and learn firsthand about 
the workings of state government. 

From the group of high school students attending Youth Day, 
each cooperative will choose two students to attend the Washington 
tour. 

The trip will be a weeklong, all-expenses paid. During the week 
in the nation’s capital, the Illinois students will tour the monuments, 
memorials and shrines, as well as Arlington Cemetery, George 

Washington’s home at Mt. Vernon, historic Alexandria, the Su¬ 
preme Court and the US. Capitol. And that’s just the begin¬ 

ning. 
McDonough Power is very pleased to be able to par¬ 

ticipate in this program for the area youth and hopes 
the experience for the students will be a rewarding one. 

Application request forms are being sent to local 
schools. If you are interested, contact your guidance 

counselor. 

Before taking a vacation, put valuables that you usually keep 
at home in a safe-deposit box or leave them with a friend or 
relative. Pay bills before you leave so they are not overdue 

when you return. Have your burglar and fire alarms checked to be 
sure that they are working properly. 

Leave an itinerary with a friend, neighbor or relative so you can 
be reached in case of an emergency. To ease your mind while you 
are away - call Alert Security and Energy Services, Inc. They can 
set you up with a 24-hour a day monitored home intrusion, envi¬ 
ronmental, health care emergency and home automation/lifestyle 
wireless system. Call Tom Wright at (309) 833-3438 to find out 
more details. 
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We re your hometown 
electric cooperative, 
proud to take part in 

making your community 
a better place to live. 

Its family, its community, 
its rural America. 

No matter which Main Street you cross in 

rural America, you always sense that it has a 

special quality. It’s not just the 

smog-free air. Nor is it the way the 

ham tastes richer in your mouth 

at the local diner. It's not even the 

way sunlight penetrates beyond the 

buildings to dance on the flower beds in front 

of the town hall. No, you can definitely tell you 

are on Main Street, U.S.A. by the way people 

share a sense of community and family. It’s the 

way people look you in the eye and ask about 

your day. It’s community. It’s rural America. 



It’s the middle of winter, 
and your home heating 
system is: a) worn out and 

barely going to make it until 
spring; b) inefficient; c) inad¬ 
equate and you’re freezing. You 
figure that with your tax re¬ 
fund next spring you’ll be able 
to do something about your 
system. 

ELECTRIC HEATING 

But you don’t feel com¬ 
fortable calling a contrac¬ 
tor or retailer because you 
don't know anything 
about heating systems 
beyond where yours is lo¬ 
cated. Before you call the ex¬ 
perts, take a few minutes and 
review some basics about 
home heating systems. 

Electric heating systems 
may be resistance heating sys¬ 
tems or heat pumps. Electric 
resistance heating works by 
converting electric current di¬ 
rectly into heat. Electric heat 
pumps, however, operate on a 
completely different principle. 
They use electricity to move 
heat from one location to an¬ 
other, much in the same way 
that a refrigerator’s cooling 
system moves heat from inside 
the box to outside the box. 

A heat pump does the 
same thing for a house and 
can be reversed so that heat 
is moved into the house in the 
winter and out in the summer. 
As a result, because heat 
pumps use electricity to move 
heat rather than to generate 
it, they can deliver more en¬ 
ergy to a home than they con¬ 
sume. 

PROGRAMMABLE 
THERMOSTATS 

A programmable thermo¬ 
stat can reduce your heating 
cooling bills by up to 30 per¬ 
cent. It’s simple: you can pro¬ 
gram the thermostat to higher 
or lower levels (depending on 
the time of year) when you are 
not home, so you don’t waste 
energy. 

SIZING YOUR HEATING 
SYSTEM  

Many existing systems are 
oversized — sometimes by a 
factor of two or three. Over¬ 
sized systems do not operate 
at peak efficiency and can cost 
more to purchase, operate and 
maintain. 

To be most efficient, your 
heating system should be able 
to keep your home at 70 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit on the cold¬ 
est day of the year. In addition, 
your new system should not 
exceed your peak hourly heat¬ 
ing demand by more than 25 
percent. 

GAS AND OIL HEATING 
SYSTEMS  

Gas and oil heating sys¬ 
tems may be furnaces or boil¬ 
ers. Furnaces heat air that is 
circulated throughout the 
house by ducts. Boilers heat 
water or steam that circulates 
through pipes to radiators or 
baseboards. Some hot water 
systems circulate water 
through plastic tubing in the 
floor, called radiant floor heat¬ 
ing. 

For more informa¬ 
tion about horn 
heating systei 

call your local electric 
operative. Your frier 
there will be happy to f 
vide you with informat 
and suggest ways t 
you can maximize ene 
efficiency — and s; 
money, too. 

Source: Center for Renewabl 
Energy and Sustainable 
Technology 

ZONING 
This means dividing your 

home into areas with common 
heating and cooling require¬ 
ments, with each zone being 
controlled by its own thermo¬ 
stat. Zoning can make your 
home more comfortable and 
save you money. You can heat 
or cool different portions of 
your house depending on 
whether you are using them. 
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Many members now have standby generators at their homes 
or farms to supply power to essential equipment during 
prolonged outages. Care must be taken to protect the gen¬ 

erator, and, more importantly, the life of a lineman who will be re¬ 
pairing the damage to our lines perhaps within sound of the 
generator or maybe a few miles away. 

The protection for both is easily accomplished with a double- 
pole, double-throw switch installed so as to ensure that the genera¬ 
tor is supplying electricity only to the farmstead or home and not 
pushing it back into our distribution system. 

Here’s why operating a generator without a double-throw switch 
can be a very dangerous practice. We distribute electricity through 
underground or overhead wires throughout our territory at 7,200 
volts. This is voltage that can severely burn or instantly kill. The 
transformer, whether it is hanging on a pole or mounted at 
ground level, changes the high voltage to 120/240 volts 
that can be used in the home or on the farmstead. 

When an operating generator, even a small one, is 
carelessly connected directly to the circuits of a fuse 
box or breaker panel, the 120 volts or 240 volts the 
generator puts out is instantly pushed back out of the 
house, through the meter, into and through the trans¬ 
former and down the dead line. The transformer does 
its job quite well by changing the 120 or 240 volts to 
primary voltage of 7,200 volts. 

A lineman, hurrying to restore service, will have 
to touch, hold, and handle the supposedly dead 
line to make a repair. Under these circumstances, 
when he does, an injury or death will be his fate. 

A manually operated, double-pole, double-throw 
switch, that is properly installed between the meter 
and the main fuse or breaker panel will ensure that 
power from the generator can go only into the chosen 
circuits within the home or farmstead and never back into 
our lines to endanger lives. 

Another plus is the assurance that when we restore the power to 
your meter, the current won’t go directly through your fuses or break¬ 
ers into the generator and burn it and your investment to a crisp. 

Our normal office hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. We are closed on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays. 
Our business phone is (309) 833-2101. Please use this num¬ 

ber if you have questions regarding anything other than an outage. 
Before reporting your outage, please check your own breakers 

or fuses first. If you cannot locate the trouble in your own wiring, 
call (309) 837-1400. This number is answered 24 hours a day. This 
number should be used for reporting outages only. 

Please remember, when reporting an outage, have your name 
and location number ready This will enable us to get to your loca¬ 
tion quicker. 

A Touchstone Energy " Partner 
The power of human connections 
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Power poles, 
signs and 

satellite 
dishes don’t 

mix 
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A Touchstone Energy' Partner 
The power of human connections ~~ 

McDonough Power Cooperative works diligently to maintain its 
electrical system. This includes all our distribution poles and 
meter poles along with the lines and meters for each of our 

4,800 accounts. Maintenance includes many different areas, but there are 
some areas where you, the member, can help ensure safe, reliable service 
for everyone. 

McDonough Power Cooperative furnishes the meter poles for mem¬ 
bers’ meter loops, and our linemen maintain the line from the transformer 
to the meter pole. We also take care of the electrical connection at the top 
of the meter pole where we connect to the member’s meter loop. 

Linemen receive extensive training in how to work safely around ener¬ 
gized lines. However, several factors can cause problems for even the best- 
trained personnel. 

When an outage occurs, our linemen occasionally have to climb a pole 
to make repairs. A lineman’s sharp metal hooks, called gaffs, attached to 
his boots enable him to climb the pole. He stabs these hooks into the pole 
as he makes his way up the pole. Foreign objects, such as for-sale signs, 
no trespassing signs and political signs, nailed or stapled to a pole can 
cause the gaffs to slip or “cut out.” This may cause the lineman to slip or 
fall. 

Nails, tacks and staples in a pole can also catch and tear the rubber 
insulating gloves that a lineman wears, which would allow electric voltage 
to pass through the gloves and shock the lineman. That’s why we ask 
everyone not to attach objects to an electric pole, even temporarily, since 
the tack or nail may be left in the pole. 

Other objects people often want to attach to poles include basketball 
hoops, TV antennas, small satellite dishes, and member-owned security 
lights installed in the wrong position. This must not be done. It causes a 
safety hazard not only for our linemen but also for the person installing 
the device. 

DBS satellite dishes are becoming very popular in our service area. 
With the vast amount of programming available, the mini-dishes will be¬ 
come even more commonplace. Some members have these dishes mounted 
on McDonough Power meter poles. When we find one, we will notify the 
member and may assist the supplier in removing it from the pole if it’s 
near the overhead electric wires. 

If someone tells you it’s ok to install a dish on a McDonough Power 
electric pole, have them call us. They may not be aware of the problems 
that are associated with that location. Not only is it dangerous, but the 
DBS equipment could be damaged. 

Overhead electric lines are often hit by lightning strikes. The ground 
wire at a meter pole allows the lightning’s energy to return to earth through 
the ground rod. This energy can easily damage the dish, coaxial cable or 
the DBS equipment in the home. 

To protect your equipment, locate the satellite dish away from power 
lines and electrical equipment. If you have questions, please contact us 
for more information. 
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Energy tips for 

HOMEOWNERS 
Look for lost energy dollars in attic, basement 

Crawling around your at¬ 
tic or basement may 

not be your idea of a 
world-class way to spend your 
free time, but a simple check of 
these areas may help you save 
real money on your energy bills. 
And while you’re at it, remember 
to check any crawl spaces and the 
foundation of your home. Here 
are some places to scout out 
some savings: 

Attic: Remember that vents 
must be left open to allow mois¬ 
ture to escape from the attic. 
Therefore, adequate ceiling insu¬ 
lation is a must. Examine the in¬ 
sulation carefully. How much and 
what type of insulation do you 
have? Make written notes. If you 
need to talk to energy experts at 
your co-op about improvements, 
you can tell them what is cur¬ 

rently installed. 

Basement: When the basement 
is used for purposes other than 
storage, the walls and windows 
should be insulated. If the base¬ 
ment is used only for storage, the 
ductwork and the floor above 
should be insulated and the base¬ 
ment left unheated. 

Crawl space vents: Vents 
should be closed during the win¬ 
ter unless the furnace is in the 
crawl space or there is a moisture 
problem. If you cannot close the 
vents, you may be able to install 
insulating panels. Leave the vents 
closed during the summer if there 
is no moisture problem. 

Basement foundations: A 
warm basement space provides 
warmer floors above. Most base¬ 

ments are primarily heated by the 
heat lost from the furnace and 
ductwork. Heat lost from the 
basement is just as expensive as 
heat lost from an upstairs room. 
To reduce heat loss, install storm 
windows, caulk the sill joint and 
insulate the basement walls. 

Mobile home and manufac¬ 
tured housing foundations: In¬ 
sulated skirting should be 
installed to reduce airflow and 
raise the temperature below the 
structure. 

Don’t wait for winter winds to 
blow the dollars out of your wal¬ 
let. Call your electric cooperative 
today to find out how you can take 
advantage of these and other en¬ 
ergy-saving ideas for your home. 

More efficient lighting 

LOWERS 
Increasing your lighting effi¬ 

ciency is one of the easiest 
ways to decrease your energy 

bills. For example, if you replace 
25 percent of your lights in high- 
use areas with fluorescents, you 
can cut your lighting costs bill by 
about 50 percent. Remember to 
review your indoor lighting, and 
if applicable, your outdoor light¬ 
ing as well, and always look for 
the Energy Star® label when 
shopping for lighting projects. 
The US. Department of Energy of¬ 
fers these money-saving tips for 
your home or office: 

• Indoor lighting: Use linear 
fluorescent and energy-efficient 
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electric bills 
compact fluorescent lamps 
(CFLs) in fixtures to provide high- 
quality and high-efficiency light¬ 
ing. Fluorescent lamps are much 
more efficient than incandescent 
bulbs and last six to 10 times 
longer. Although fluorescent and 
compact fluorescent lamps are 
more expensive than incandes¬ 
cent bulbs, they pay for them¬ 
selves by saving energy over their 
lifetime. 

• Outdoor lighting: Many 
home and business owners use 
outdoor lighting for decoration 
and security. When shopping for 
outdoor lights, you will find a va¬ 
riety of products, from low-volt- 
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age pathway lighting to high-pres¬ 
sure sodium, motion-detector 
floodlights. Some stores also 
carry lights powered by small 
photovoltaic (PV) modules that 
convert sunlight directly into elec¬ 
tricity. Consider PV-powered 
lights for areas that are not close 
to an existing power supply line. 
Would you like more information 
on how to cut your electric bill? 
Contact your local electric coop¬ 
erative for more information. 
They’ll be glad to help you find 
new ways to light your home or 
business and save energy. 
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When you plug in 
or flip a light switch, you 
conscious decision to 
it’s not like buying gas for 
can’t fill up a tank with 
electricity after you use it. 

sisiftsfi 
11: i 

an electric appliance 
are making a 

purchase electricity, but 
your car. Unlike gas, you 

electricity. And you pay for 
not before, which makes it 

easy to forget about its cost until the bill arrives. That’s why the first 
step toward efficient energy use is to be aware of how and where you 
use electricity. 

While turning off the lights and TV in an empty room will help, it’s 
actually the appliances we never have to turn on and off that use the 
most energy. Furnaces, air conditioners, hot water heaters, refrigerators 
and freezers all work without the flip of a switch, and if they are 
inefficient, you could be throwing money away every month. 

For advice on how to make more efficient use of electricity in your 
home, call your local electric cooperative. We think electricity is a 
wonderful bargain, but we don’t think you should buy more than you 
need. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Helping you use energy efficiently 
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Energy theft: 
unsafe and 

illegal 

Theft of energy by meter tampering is dangerous and illegal (against the law) 
— posing fire and safety hazards that could seriously injure or kill those 
stealing the power as well as their families or neighbors. In addition to 

being unsafe, stealing energy is also an offense against all honest, paying custom¬ 
ers. Other customers pay higher energy bills for acts of a dishonest few. 

Altering a meter is extremely dangerous. Interfering with the flow of electric¬ 
ity can cause a person to be injured or electrocuted. The few dollars “saved” are 
not worth the risks. 

If you know of any incident of energy theft, it is in your best interest to report 
this violation of the law to McDonough Power. You’ll be protecting yourself and 
others from a potentially dangerous situation. 

Why’s there 
a band up 

the side of 
the page? 

As you may have noticed in the last issue or so of this publication, there’s a 
printed band up the side of some of the pages. They’re there because we 
want you to be aware of the difference between co-ops and other busi¬ 

nesses. 
There are seven basic cooperative principles, and that band is to call them to 

your attention occasionally. Here’s a brief summary, so you’ll know what we’re 
referring to. 
1st principle: Voluntary and open membership. Co-ops are voluntary organiza¬ 
tions, open to anyone able to use their services and willing to accept the respon¬ 
sibility of membership. 
2nd principle; Democratic member control. Co-ops are democratic organizations 
controlled by their members, who participate in setting policies and making deci¬ 
sions. 
3rd principle: Members' economic participation. Members contribute equally to, 
and democratically control, the capital of their co-op. 
4th principle: Autonomy and independence. Co-ops are autonomous, self-help 
organizations controlled by their members. They may enter into agreements with 
other organizations, but they do so on terms that ensure democratic control by 
their members and maintain their cooperative autonomy. 
5th principle: Education, training and information. Co-ops provide education 
and training for their members, elected representatives, managers and employ¬ 
ees so they can contribute effectively to the development of their co-ops. 
6th principle: Cooperation among co-ops. Co-ops serve their members most ef¬ 
fectively and strengthen the co-op movement by working with other co-op groups. 
7th principle: Concern for community. While focusing on member needs, co-ops 
work for the sustainable development of their communities through policies ac¬ 
cepted by their members. 

Being a 
cooperative 
member... 
What it all 

means 

We hate to admit it, but sometimes we have a tendency to forget that all 
our members have not always received their electricity from an electric 
cooperative. You may not know about the advantages of receiving elec¬ 

tricity from a cooperative — your rights, your privileges and your responsibilities. 
When receiving your electric service from an electric cooperative, you should 

know: 
• You are a member of the cooperative and as a member you are part owner of 

the cooperative. 
• You have the right to attend the cooperative's annual meeting of members 

held each year and to vote for the board of trustees which governs the coop¬ 
erative. 

• You have the responsibility to keep up with the developments affecting your 
cooperative. 

• Your cooperative was established by local activists at a time when exist¬ 
ing utilities refused or neglected to serve the area where you live now. 

All cooperative members receive a monthly subscription to Illi¬ 
nois Country Living. Electric cooperatives began publishing periodi¬ 
cals such as this in the 1940s to communicate with their members. 

Today, your cooperative relies on this magazine, not only to relay 
information about this business, but also to encourage you to use 

electricity wisely and safely. Promoting electrical safety can help save 
the lives of our cooperative members. Promoting wise electrical use can 

help the cooperative and its members save money. Cooperative personnel can 
help members make informed decisions when purchasing new. efficient appli¬ 
ances and technologies for the home. 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Facts about 
America’s 

electric 
co-ops 

America’s 960 electric cooperatives serve 30 million people in 
46 states. Of these, 900 are distribution co-ops and 60 are 

k generation and transmission (G&T) co-ops, which are owned 
collectively by their member distribution systems. The 900 distribu¬ 
tion co-ops are: 

• Private, independent electric utility businesses. 
• Incorporated under the laws of the states in which they operate. 
• Established to provide at-cost electric service. 
• Owned by the consumers they serve. 
• Governed by a board of directors elected from the membership, 

which sets policies and procedures that are implemented by the co¬ 
operatives’ professional staff. 

If you have questions about your electric cooperative, give us a 
call. As a member-customer, you’re one of the owners. 

Can we talk? 
Talk to us — 

please! 

As a consumer-owned, not-for-profit business, McDonough 
Power Cooperative exists for one reason: to provide you, the 
member, with the best possible electric service at the lowest 

possible price. 
In order to provide you with the best service possible, we need 

feedback from you. What do we do, service-wise, that you like? Has 
one of our co-op employees provided particularly outstanding service 
for you lately? (We like to recognize our employees for a job well done.) 

Which of our service policies do you find particularly helpful or 
convenient? 

At the same time, McDonough Power Cooperative needs your 
input in areas that you feel need improvement. For example, how 
can our service policies and procedures be improved? Do our 
employees provide you with the personalized, knowledgeable 
service you deserve? Let us know because we need to know 
where you believe we fall short as well as where we are already 
doing a good job. 

Please write or call us. It is particularly helpful if you 
can be as specific as possible when praising current poli¬ 
cies, procedures or employees or if you are offering sug¬ 
gestions on how we can improve. 

Remember: As a member of McDonough Power Cooperative, you 
have a voice and vote in how the cooperative is run. The only reason 
we exist is to serve you. Talk to us - and tell us your stories about 
McDonough Power Cooperative. 

Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 
The power of human connections 

MCDONOUGH POWER COOPERATIVE 

1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 
(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Don’t let spring 
zap your children! 

Spring is a time of mixed emotions. For many, 
it’s a time of hope that the cold will finally 
go away for good. For others, it’s a time of 

hope and renewal. For parents, it offers an oppor- 
tunity to get out and throw a few baseballs to the 
children, or to watch them play outside. For chil¬ 
dren, it means summer vacation’s coming soon. 

But there’s another side to spring, too. For 
emergency room doctors and nurses, spring is a 
busy season, with many of the patients being chil¬ 
dren. 

Surprisingly, there are almost twice as many 
childhood injuries in the warm spring months as 
winter. 

During the spring and summer months, chil¬ 
dren are at increased risk because most, especially 
the younger ones, tend to forget the safety rules 
they learned the previous year. They’re more likely 
to get hurt in collisions involving cars, bikes or 
pedestrians. There are also more dr ownings, poi¬ 

sonings, falls and chokings. 
Sadly, most could be pre¬ 
vented. 

If you have youngsters, be 
sure to take precautions to 

help protect them during 
the warm months. 

Check with your 
local Red Cross, 

American Heart Associa¬ 
tion or hospital to see if 
you can get training in 
CEU-dio-pulmonary re¬ 
suscitation (CPR). It 
could save a life. 

Children often put 
themselves at risk on the 

streets. Be sure to remind 
yours about the dangers of crossing streets. Re¬ 
mind them to stop at the side of the road before 
crossing, and to look both ways. 

When driving, always be careful to buckle up 
your children, and remember that the front 
passenger’s seat is no place for a small child. Re¬ 
member that children are required by law to be 
either in a child safety seat or buckled in with a 
seat belt. Proper use of such devices, while often 
frustrating to children, can save lives. When using 
child seats, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions carefully! 

Bicycle helmets are hot and uncomfortable, and 
some children think they’re “uncool.” But they pre¬ 
vent serious injury and save lives. Since head in¬ 
juries are the most common kind of bike-related 
trauma, be sure to insist that your children wear 

them. Be sure the hel¬ 
met is approved by 
ANSI and/or other 
testing agencies. 

Warmer weather 
brings about lots of 
activity around 
water, and many 
drownings occur 
when children 
are left unat- 
tended for 
very short 
lengths of time. Be 
sure your children 
have swimming les¬ 
sons, and then keep 
in mind that they’re 
still not completely safe around water. Many wa¬ 
ter-related accidents happen because children who 
know how to swim overestimate their abilities. 
Keep an eye on your children at all times when 
they’re near water. 

Keep poisonous substances away from chil¬ 
dren. Nearly two-thirds of all calls to poison con¬ 
trol centers concern children who are under five 
years old, and 90 percent of such poisonings take 
place at home. Cleaners, medicines, paints and 
insect sprays are the products most often ingested 
by children. Be sure to store such items in out-of¬ 
reach cabinets with childproof locks. 

With warm weather, children are more likely 
to be involved with all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), and 
children and ATVs can be a dangerous combina¬ 
tion. Be sure your children are well trained and 
mature enough before 
turning them loose with 
an ATV and be sure they 
wear a helmet and all the 
necessary protective 
clothing. 

While it almost 
seems like spring is 
too dangerous to be 
enjoyable, that’s not 
really true. A few 
simple precau¬ 
tions will enable 
you and your 
children to enjoy 
the warming 
weather and 
still be safe. 
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Call your co-op 
for lightning 
protection tips 

April showers may bring May flowers, 
but what else do April showers bring? You 
guessed it - thunderstorms. Yes, it’s already time to gear up 
for stormy weather. To protect your home, possessions and 
family, take precautions now to prepare for those 
wayward bolts of lightning. 

Do all your major appliances have surge protectors? 
Do the lightning rods on your home and barns have good 
connections to the ground? Have you and your family gone 
over lightning safety for the coming spring and summer? 
Here are some tips to follow: 

■ In case of severe storms, stay inside a building or metal 
vehicle. 

■ Do not use the telephone, except in the case of an emer¬ 
gency. 

■ If outdoors, do not stand near utility poles or under 
large trees. 

■ Avoid high areas such as hills and tall structures. 
■ Stay away from metal equipment, wire fences, 

metal pipes and similar objects that might conduct light- 
ning. 

Protect yourself and your home from lightning. Just one 
bolt could spoil your whole day. 
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What the well 
dressed line 

crews will be 
wearing this 

year 

Co-op line crews have a lot of respect for electricity. So they use 
common sense when dealing with it. Like wearing protective 
gloves, boots and safety glasses. Not very fashionable; but very 

practical. While we won’t insist you follow our fashion lead, we do 
encourage you to use the same common sense in dealing with electric¬ 
ity. Unplug any appliance before working with it. Never use a higher 
wattage bulb than called for. Turn off all circuit breakers before chang¬ 
ing a wall outlet or switch. It’s even smart to unplug a lamp before 
changing the bulb. You see, we don’t care about the latest fashions, we 
know that safety and common sense never go out of style. 

Some people 
are shocked 
by what they 

find when 
they dig in 
their yards 

It’s that time of year when people begin poking all kinds of 
holes in the ground. New trees, shrubs, fence posts, mail 
boxes; you name it. All require some digging, and a hole 

from a foot to several feet deep. The problem these days is that 
you don’t really know what you are going to dig into. It may be 
only a few earthworms or the ballpoint pen you lost a few years 
ago. On the other hand, it could be a buried utility line, like 

220 volts of electricity. Or you may chop right into the cable 
TV line just in time for your favorite program. All of which 

would be unpleasant and some of which could be down¬ 
right dangerous. So, call your local cooperative be- 

fore you start to dig. They’ll help you avoid the 
shocks. 

Are you 
aware of the 
services we 

offer? 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Cooperative members are encouraged to participate in the pro 
grams and services listed below. Please contact the Coopera¬ 
tive if you have any questions at (309) 833-2101. 

• Automatic Clearing House - have your electric bill paid directly 
from your bank. 

• Visa/Master Card - permits convenient payment of your elec¬ 
tric bill, even by phone. 

• Budget Billing - levelize your monthly electric bill. 
• Special Electric Heat Rates - low rates for electric heating sys¬ 

tems and geothermal heating and cooling. 
• Low Interest Loans - the Cooperative will help finance installa¬ 

tion of electric heat pumps and geothermal systems. 
• Security Lights - low cost outdoor lighting. 
• Rebates - cash rebates for the installation of electric heat pumps 

and geothermal systems. 
• Safety Programs & Speakers - available for school and adult 

groups. 
• Energy Efficient Construction Standards Booklet - for those 

who are building or remodeling. 
• Wiring & Usage Information - basic information for members. 
• Electric Line Locating - as time permits, our crewman will lo¬ 

cate member’s personal buried electric lines. 
• Homeguard Defender - full house surge protection. 
• MPC Energy Thermogas - propane service is available by call¬ 

ing (800) 635-2085. 
• Alert Security & Energy Services - located in the McDonough 

Power office, call (309) 833-3438 and ask for Tom Wright. 
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Thunderstorms, 
lightning, 

flash floods 
and floods 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Your Touchstone Energy' Partner 
The power of human connections    

Nearly 1,800 thunderstorms are occurring at any moment around the 
world. Thunderstorms affect relatively small areas when compared with 
hurricanes and winter storms. The typical thunderstorm is 15 miles in 

diameter and lasts an average of 30 minutes. Despite their small size, all thun¬ 
derstorms are dangerous. 

Every thunderstorm produces lightning which on average kills 93 people 
in the US. and injures 300 others each year. People are at the greatest risk 
outdoors. 

Heavy rains from thunderstorms can lead to flash flooding. Flash floods 
result in nearly 104 fatalities each year. Most flash flood deaths occur at night 
and when victims are caught in cars. 

While flash flooding occurs within six hours of the rain event, flooding is a 
longer-term event that may last a week or more. River floods are often a 

result of spring thaw coupled with spring rains. Ice jams can also cause 
flooding. Tropical storms and hurricanes can cause coastal flooding 
and urban flooding occurs whenever the water exceeds the ability of 
the town’s streets and sewer systems to absorb it. 

Thunderstorms are most likely to happen in the spring and 
summer months and during afternoon and evening hours, but can 
occur year round and at all hours. 

Thunderstorm Safety Tips 
• If you plan to be outdoors, check the latest weather forecast to 

avoid getting caught in a storm. The signs of an impending storm - 
towering thunderheads, darkening skies, lightning, increasing winds - 

are your signals to seek shelter, inside a home, a large building or an all 
metal car (not a convertible). Lightning may strike some miles from the 
parent cloud. Precautions should be taken even though the thunderstorm 
is not direcdy overhead. 

• If you are caught outside, do not stand under a large tree or a utility pole or 
any other object that is the tallest object on the landscape. Avoid projecting 
above the landscape yourself; for example, don’t stand on a hilltop. In a 
forest, seek shelter in a low area under a thick growth of small tress. In 
open areas, go to a low place, such as a ravine or valley. 

• Get off or away from open water, tractors and other metal farm equipment 
or small metal vehicles such as motorcycles, bicycles, golf carts, etc. Put 
down your golf clubs and take off golf shoes. Stay away from wire fences, 
clotheslines, metal pipes and rails. If you are in a group in the open, spread 
out, keeping people several yards apart. 

• If you are caught on a level field or prairie far from shelter and if you feel 
your hair stand on end, lightning may be about to strike you. Drop to your 
knees and bend forward, putting your hands on your knees. Do not lie flat 
on the ground. 

• At home, do not use the telephone except in emergencies. Unplug unneces¬ 
sary appliances. Do not take a bath or shower. Prepare for a power outage 
by locating flashlights, a battery operated radio and batteries. Stay tuned 
to your local radio station for more information about the storm. 

Flash Flood Safety Tips 
• Flash flood waves, moving at incredible speeds, can roll boulders, tear out 

trees, destroy buildings and bridges and scour out new channels. Dangerous 
walls of water can reach 10 to 20 feet. You won’t always have warning that 
these deadly sudden floods are coming. 

• When a flash flood warning is issued for your area or the moment you first 
realize that a flash flood is imminent, act quickly to save yourself. You may 

(Continued on page 16d) 
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Whether you’re young or old, kiting holds that unmistak¬ 

able mystique. Kites can be flown in any shape and size and 

come in a myriad of colors. And it’s so exciting to see your 

children’s faces when the kite is finally launched. But what 

happens when their beautiful kite becomes entangled in 

power lines or trees? Even though you can’t stand to watch 

them cry do yourself and your family a favor, and just buy a 

new one. While you may think that kite is one-of-a-kind, 

remember that your life is too, and it’s worth more than any 

kite could ever be. 

For more information on kite safety, 
call your local electric cooperative. 
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Five steps to 
summer energy 
efficiency 

any years ago, we all heated our 
homes in the winter, and didn’t bother 
to cool them in the summer, except 

by running the occasional fan and opening 
doors and windows. Under those conditions, 
“tightness” in a home didn’t matter during the 
warmer months, since doors and windows were 
frequently open. 

Things are different now. While we want to 
keep heat in and cold out during the winter, 
those of us who use air-conditioners need to 
keep cool in and heat out during the sweltering 
months of summer. These tips will help you 
corral that cool air you’ve paid for, and keep 
the heat outside, where it belongs. 

Insulate doors and windows 
Be sure to start with your home’s big¬ 
gest energy wasters, the windows and 
exterior doors. You lose more of your 
heating and cooling dollars through 
these — per square inch — than 

through any other part of your home. For in¬ 
stance, heat passes through a single-pane glass 
window 14 times as fast through a well-insu¬ 
lated wall. So, even if your attic is full of insu¬ 
lation, you can still be wasting money and 
energy through your windows and doors. 

Install storm or double-pane windows to 
cut this energy drain in half. Add storm doors 
to create the same insulation effect there. 

Caulk and weatherstrip 
After insulating your doors and 
windows, don’t forget to caulk and 
weatherstrip those little nooks and 
crannies that will let heat in. Nearly 
40 percent of your monthly heat¬ 

ing and cooling bill could be going out through 
cracks due to poorly caulked and 
weatherstripped doors and windows. 

Caulking is a rubber-like material that can 
expand or contract to seal air leaks around each 
pane of window glass and between the door and 
window frames and the house. 
Weatherstripping is a flexible material, such as 
foam rubber, felt, or aluminum, that helps as¬ 
sure a snug fit between the parts of windows 
and doors that open and close. 

Water heater 
In the average American house, water 
heating is the second largest energy 
user. Save water and the energy needed 
to keep it hot by maintaining an en¬ 
ergy-efficient water heating system and 

conserving hot water. 
Start with the heating tank itself: 
• Get the right-size water heater. Keeping more 

hot water on hand than you need can waste en¬ 
ergy. 

• You can save about 6 percent of your water 
heating energy costs, for each 10 degrees you can 
lower the temperature on your water heater. 

• If the sides of your water heater feel warm 
to the touch, you may be able to save money and 
energy by adding insulation. Wrap a water heater 
blanket around the water heater, especially if it’s 
located in an unheated area of your home. 

• In addition to insulating the water heater, 
you can also save money by insulating the hot 
water pipes going out of the heater. 

Low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators 
reduce water flow, saving both water and energy. 
Aerated showerheads and faucets mix air with 
water to maintain pressure, and low-flow 
showerheads pulse the water flow. These simple 
devices are easily installed and can reduce the 
amount of water and energy used by 50 percent. 

Seal ducts 
The ducts that carry cooled air from 
your air conditioner to each room of 
your home may have leaks. Doing a 
checkup here can help you save as 
much as 10-15 percent on your cool¬ 

ing bill. All ductwork should be sealed at the joints 
to prevent leakage. Ducts located in the uncondi¬ 
tioned areas of your home (attics and crawlspaces) 
should be insulated. 

Use a set-back thermostat 
A setback thermostat allows you to 
change the temperature setting or turn 
off your cooling system at pre-set 
times. Each morning when you leave 
and each evening when you return, the 

temperature changes to save energy, automatically. 
Heating or cooling is done only when someone is 

home. 
By using these easy and cost-effective energy 

saving guidelines, you can stay comfortable all 
year around and still save money. 

For more information on how you can save 
energy, call your electric cooperative. 
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(Continued from page 16a) have only seconds. Go to high ground immediately. 
• Get out of areas subject to flooding. This includes dips, low spots, canyons, 

washes, etc. 
• Avoid already flooded and high velocity flow areas. 
• Do not attempt to cross a flowing stream on foot where water is above your 

knees. 
• Do not drive through flooded areas. Even shallow, swiftly flowing water 

can wash a car from the roadway. Also, the roadbed may not be intact 
under the water. 

• If the vehicle stalls, abandon it immediately and seek higher ground. Rapidly 
rising water may engulf the vehicle and its occupants and sweep them away. 

• Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize flood dangers. 
• Do not camp or park your vehicle along streams and washes, particularly 

during threatening conditions. 

Flood Safety Tips 
• Store drinking water in clean bathtubs and in various containers. Water 

service may be interrupted. 
• If forced to leave your home, and time permits, move essential items to 

safe ground; fill fuel tanks or vehicles and equipment to keep them from 
floating away. Move to a safe area before access is cut off by floodwater. 

• If advised to evacuate, do so immediately. 

During the flood: 
• Avoid areas subject to sudden flooding. 
• Do not attempt to cross a flowing stream where water is above your knees. 
• Do not attempt to drive over a flooded road. The depth of water is not 

always obvious and you can be stranded or trapped. 

After the flood: 
• Do not use fresh food that has come in contact with floodwaters. 
• Boil drinking water before using. Wells should be pumped out and the 

water tested for purity before drinking. 
• Seek necessary medical care at the nearest hospital. Food, clothing, shel¬ 

ter and first aid are available at Red Cross shelters. 
• Do not visit disaster areas. Your presence might hamper rescue and other 

emergency operations. 
• Do not handle live electrical equipment in wet areas. Electrical equipment 

should be dried and checked before returning to service. Use flashlights, 
not lanterns to examine buildings. Flammables may be inside. 

• Stay away from and report any broken utility poles or lines. 

It’s Electrical 
Safety Month! 

McDonough 
Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street 

PO. Box 352 
Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 
(309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 
8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: 

mcdonpr@macomb.com 

ay is Electrical Safety Month, and we invite you to mark your calendar 
for this special observance. 
Start with a tour of your home to check out some of the basics for 

using electricity as safely as possible. 
• Plug in portable appliances only when you intend to use them. Disconnect 

them when not in use. 
• Keep all electrical appliances a safe distance from water: don’t use power 

tools when standing in wet areas. 
• To avoid overloads, limit the number of appliances plugged into one outlet. 

Overloading could damage the appliances or cause a fire. 
• Never touch plumbing or other metal objects and an electric appliance at 

the same time. 
• Use extension cords and appliances that have a seal of approval from a 

major testing laboratory, such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL). 
There’s much more you can do, of course, and well 

be happy to advise you. Simply contact us, and well help 
you with a checklist you can use every day of every 

month. 

Office closing 
McDonough Power Cooperative will be 
closed on Monday, May 29th in obser¬ 
vance of Memorial Day. We will reopen 

at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, May 30th. 
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Nominating 
committee 

to meet 
June 29 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Members of the 2000 nominating committee have been ap¬ 
pointed by the McDonough Power Cooperative board of directors. 
The committee will meet at the Red Ox Supper Club in Macomb on 

June 29 at 7 p.m. to nominate candidates for election to the board of direc¬ 
tors at the 2000 annual meeting of members to be held August 21 at the 
Fellheimer Auditorium in Macomb. 

District 1 (composed of the West half of Scotland Township and East 
half of Chalmers Township in McDonough County): Randy Litchfield, 9628 
N 990th Rd, Macomb. 

District 2 (composed of all Lamoine, Bethel and Industry Townships in 
McDonough County and parts of Brooklyn, Littleton and Oakland Town¬ 
ships in Schuyler County): John Moore, 3570 Bellingham Rd, Macomb; 
Tim Eifert, RR 1, Industry. 

District 3 (composed of all Hire, Tennessee, Colchester and the West 
half of Chalmers Townships in McDonough County and parts of Fountain 
Green and Hancock Townships in Hancock County): Richard Smith, 700 N 
1200th Rd, Blandinsville. 

District 4 (composed of all Blandinsville, Sciota and Emmett Town¬ 
ships in McDonough County): Shirley Woolam, 7765 N 1500th Rd, Macomb. 

District 5 (composed of the East half of Scotland and all of New Salem, 
Eldorado and Mound Townships in McDonough County and part of Harris, 
Farmers and Vermont Townships in FUlton County): Paul Rowland, 9505 E 
1600th St, Macomb; Ed Coker, 16380 N 1100th Rd, Macomb. 

District 6 (composed of all Macomb, Walnut Grove, Bushnell and Prai¬ 
rie City Townships in McDonough County and part of Lee in FUlton County): 
Carrie Widerman, 12580 N 2000th Rd, Good Hope. 

District 7 (composed of all of Raritan, and Media Townships in 
McDonough County, and Point Pleasant, Swan Creek, and Greenbush Town¬ 
ships in Warren County): Steve Hall, 309 10th Ave, Roseville. 

District 8 (composed of all Biggsville, in Henderson County, and 
Tompkins, Ellison, Roseville, Lenox, Monmouth and Spring Grove Town¬ 
ships in Warren County): Lawrence Ischer, 1145 215th Ave, Monmouth; Dale 
Regennitter, 630 60th Ave, Roseville. 

District 9 (composed of Kelly, Coldbrook, Floyd and Berwick Town¬ 
ships in Warren County and parts of Galesburg, Cedar and Indian Point 
Townships in Knox County): Lauren Still, 1476 190th Ave, Cameron. 

The bylaws of the Cooperative provide that nominations to the Board of 
Directors may be made by: (1) The Nominating Committee, (2) A petition 
signed by 15 or more active members, the petition must be received at the 
principal office of the Cooperative at least 30 days before the annual meet¬ 
ing or, (3) Nominations can be made from the floor at the annual meeting. 

The terms of directors from Districts 2, 5 and 8 expire this year. Direc¬ 
tors presently serving on our board of Directors are: District 1, Michael D. 
Cox; District 2, Jerry Riggins; District 3, William Pollock; District 4, Stan 
Prox; District 5, Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Jeffrey N. Moore; District 7, 
Mark Anderson; District 8, Howard Butler; and District 9, Steven Youngquist. 
Section 5. Nominations. It shall be the duty of the board to appoint, not less 
than forty days nor more than one hundred twenty days before the date of a 
meeting of the members at which board members are to be elected, a com- 

(Continued on page 16d) 

JUNE 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



Cooperative commitment 
— you can count on it 

Integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to 
community — strong principles on which electric 

cooperatives were founded more than half a century ago. While 
investor-owned utilities are concerned with profit margins, 
electric cooperatives are committed to providing their 
members with the best local service possible. 

Co-ops aren’t closing local offices and service centers in 
Illinois. Instead, they are right where they’ve always been, 
providing personal service from people you know and trust. 

Electric cooperatives — 

we’re here for our members! 
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light, 
but cut costs by lighting wisely 

Light is wonderful! During winter, when 
days are short, many people suffer from 
“the winter blues.” They’re caused 

partly by the shortness of the days and partly 
by the weakness of the light during daytime 
hours. 

But as wonderful as it is, artificial light is 
relatively expensive. About 15 percent of the 
electricity used in the average home goes for 
lighting. 

Here are some suggestions to help you 
reduce your real “light bill.” 

Indoor lighting 

• Turn off lights in any room not 
being used. 

• Light-zone your home. Concen¬ 
trate lighting in reading and 
working areas and where it’s 
needed for safety (in stair¬ 
wells, for example). 

• Reduce overall lighting in non¬ 
working areas by removing one 
bulb out of three in multiple light fixtures. 
Replace it with a burned-out bulb for safety. 
Replace other bulbs throughout the house 
with bulbs of the next lower wattage. 

• Consider installing solid state dimmers or 
high-low switches when replacing light 
switches, so you can reduce lighting inten¬ 
sity in a room and save energy. 

• Use one large bulb instead of several small 
ones in areas where you need bright light. 

• Use compact fluorescents when you can: 
They’re far more energy-efficient than incan¬ 
descent lights. These lights can fit into many 
incandescent lamp sockets and provide the 
same quality of light. Compact fluorescent 
lamps are three to four times more efficient 
than conventional bulbs and last 10 times 
as long. For several years, they were very 
expensive, but many electric co-ops and 
building supply stores offer them on sale at 
very reasonable prices. 

• Consider fluorescent lighting for the kitchen 
sink and countertop areas. These lights, set 
under kitchen cabinets or over counters, are 
pleasant and energy-efficient. 

• Fluorescent lighting also is effective for 
makeup and grooming areas. Use 20-watt 
deluxe warm white lamps in these areas. 

• Need new lamps? 
Consider the ad¬ 
vantages of those 
with three-way 
switches. They 
make it easy to 
keep lighting levels 
low when intense 
light is not needed. Use 
the “high” switch for 
reading or other activities that 
require brighter light. 

• Turn three-way bulbs to the lowest lighting 
level when watching TV You’ll reduce glare 
and save energy. 

• Use low-wattage night light bulbs. These come 
in 4-watt and 7-watt sizes, and the smaller 
one may work well for you. 

• Try 50-watt reflector floodlights in directional 
lamps (such as pole or spot lamps). These 
floodlights provide about the same amount 
of light as the standard 100-watt bulbs at half 
the wattage. 

• Try 25-watt reflector flood bulbs in high- 
intensity portable lamps. They provide about 
the same amount of light but use less energy 
than the 40-watt bulbs that normally come 
with these lamps. 

• Keep all lamps and lighting fixtures clean. 
• You can save on lighting costs through 

decorating. Light colors for walls, rugs, 
draperies and upholstery reflect light and 
reduce the amount of artificial light needed. 

Outdoor lighting 
• Have decorative outdoor gas lamps turned 

off, unless they’re essential for safety. By turn¬ 
ing off one gas lamp, you might save from 
$40 to $50 a year in gas costs. If you need an 
exterior light, you might consider replacing 
your gas model with an electric unit. 

• Use outdoor lights only when they're needed. 
One way to make sure they’re off during the 
daylight hours is to put them on a photocell 
unit or timer. 

• Consider installing solar-powered pathway 
lamps or high-efficiency sodium lamps for 
outdoor security lighting. They are available 
at many local hardware stores and building 
suppliers. 
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(Continued from 
page 16a) 

mittee on nominations consisting of two members from each district in 
which a director is to be elected and one member from each of the other 
districts served by the cooperative. No member of the board may serve on 
such committee. The committee shall prepare and post at the principal 
office, at least thirty days before the meeting, a list of nominations for direc¬ 
tors, which shall include at least one or more candidates for each board 
position to be filled by the election. The secretary shall be responsible for 
mailing with the notice of the meeting or separately, but at least seven days 
before the date of the meeting, a statement of the number of board mem¬ 
bers to be elected and the names and addresses of the candidates nomi¬ 
nated by the committee on nominations. Any fifteen or more members acting 
together may make other nominations by petition and the secretary shall 
post such nominations at the same place where the list of nominations made 
by the committee is posted. Nominations made by petition, in order to be 
valid, must be received at the principal office of the cooperative at least 
thirty days before the meeting. Any nomination by petition which meets the 
requirements of the bylaws shall set forth in the annual meeting notice as 
nominations made by petition and any such nominations shall appear on 
the official ballot. Nothing contained herein shall, however, prevent addi¬ 
tional nominations to be made from the floor at the meeting of members. 

McDonough Power Cooperative will send 
two young women to Washington, D.C. 
June 16-23, as part of the “Youth to 
Washington” contest. The winners are 
pictured with Dickson Dunsworth, 
president/CEO of McDonough Power. 
From left are Dunsworth, Jennifer Skien 
from Bushnell High School, Chelsey 
Hillyer from Industry High School, 
Charmayne Brue from Northwestern 
High School (alternate) and Dawn 
Beck, administrative assistant at 
McDonough Power. 

Farm 
electric 

accidents: 
When help 

is miles 
away 

McDonough Power 
Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson Street PO. 
Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 
(309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: 

mcdonpr @macomb. com 

Frequently, farm accidents occur when emergency help is not readily 
accessible. There is any number of reasons. Perhaps an injured 
worker must walk to a farmhouse for first aid, or the closest hospi¬ 

tal may be more than 20 miles away. Harsh winter weather can create 
conditions that make travel difficult, too. That is why it’s important for 
farmers and rural residents to know the proper steps to take in case of an 
electrical accident. The National Food and Energy Council, an association 
of electric co-ops and companies, make these recommendations: 

• Call for help immediately. Give the emergency operator your 
name, address, the number of victims and type of accident. 
Do not hang up. 
• Always assume a downed power line is hot. Keep others away 
and call the power supplier. 
• Do not attempt to move a downed power line with anything. 
• If you are in a piece of machinery that is in contact with a 
power line, remain inside and wait for help. 
• If the threat of fire exists when machinery is in contact with a 
power line, jump out and away from the machinery, so that 
no part of your body touches the equipment and the ground 
simultaneously. 
• Don’t touch or move someone in contact with a downed power 
line. 
Questions about electrical safety around your farm? Call McDonough 

Power Cooperative, well be glad to help you. 
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Lynn Purdy 
joins 

McDonough 
Power 

Remember 
“Peak 90” 

Happy 
Birthday 

America! 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone 
The power of human connections 

Energy* Cooperative 

McDonough Power is pleased to an¬ 
nounce that Lynn Purdy has joined 
the Cooperative as Utility Maintenance 

Person. Lynn will be providing overall mainte¬ 
nance of the cooperative substation grounds and 
headquarters building. Lynn has lived in the area 
most of his life and has been farming and driving 
a school bus. Lynn and his wife Connie live in 
rural Macomb and enjoy anything to do with be¬ 
ing outdoors. Most businesses want you to buy more of what they sell, but 

that’s not necessarily true of your electric co-op. Sure, we 
want you to have all the electricity you need, but we also want 

you to get a lot of value for your power dollar. Wise use is one way to 
do that. 

Cooperatives were created to provide service to members, not 
profits to stockholders. That’s why McDonough Power is encourag¬ 
ing you to remember “Peak 90” June 1 - Sept. 15. 

We are requesting MPC consumers to use major appliances or 
equipment before 12 noon or after 10 p.m. June 1 - Sept. 15. This 
helps control our peak demand and allows us to pass that savings 
on to you. Have a picnic, bake a cake, watch the fireworks. However you 

celebrate America’s birthday with neighbors, families and friends, 
be sure to use a little caution and common sense to keep your 

festivities safe and sound. For example: 
Make sure fireworks experts handle the displays. 
Designate responsible adults or older teenagers to supervise 
sports activities. 
Make sure there is always someone in charge of grills, barbecues 
and campfires. 
Keep all perishable foods thoroughly chilled, and place them in a 
cooler. 

A little pre-planning can add a lot to making your celebration 
fun and safe for everyone. Have a happy fourth! 

Lynn Purdy 

r Attend your ANNUAL MEETING! 
McDonough Power Cooperative’s annual meeting will be 

Monday, August 21st at Fellheimer Auditorium in Macomb 
Jr./Sr. High School. It’s a vital part of your role as a 
McDonough Power Cooperative member to attend. 
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Flooded 
basement? 

Don’t use 
those 

appliances! 

Suffering through the affects of flooding or other disasters is 
unpleasant enough without taking risks with your safety from 
electrical shock or fire. 

If you have appliances or equipment that have been exposed to 
water — whether it’s a clothes dryer in a flooded basement or a 
fluorescent light that got deluged with rain — never assume it’s 
safe to use after it has dried. Moisture alone can damage insula¬ 
tion and components in some appliances, making them unsafe. 
And if your home has been flooded, those floodwaters may have 
contained oil, chemicals and debris that can lodge in and damage 
your equipment. 

So, before you try to use any electrical appliance that has been 
exposed to water, take it to a qualified service technician. The item 
may be fine, it may need reconditioning, or it might require re¬ 
placement. Whatever the cost or inconvenience involved in repair¬ 
ing or replacing that equipment, will be well worth the trouble! 

► Make sure your entire family understands how and why to con¬ 
serve electricity 

For more energy efficient tips, call your local electric cooperative. 

^ Limit use of dishwashers, clothing dryers, ovens and basically any¬ 
thing that generates heat to the coolest parts of the day. 

► Use ceiling and box fans to make the most efficient use of your air 
conditioner. 

► On the hottest days turn your 
thermostat to a warmer setting. 

You’ve heard the expres¬ 
sion, “some like it hot,” 
but you don’t want it to 

be hot in your home this sum¬ 
mer. You can keep your 
home cool and reduce elec¬ 
tric costs by 
abiding by these simple rules. 

► Limit the use of your 
air conditioner during 
peak load times - 
6-9 a.m. and 4-9 
p.m. 

Electric cooperatives of Illinois... 
powerful solutions for more than 60 years 
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Take a peek at new windows 
when building a home or 

replacing windows. 
You can avoid energy-wasting window mistakes if you consider climate and solar 
orientation when you build or buy a home. Does the home take advantage of the sun’s 
natural light and warmth? Has it been designed not to overheat? Does it have trees that 
will offer shade in the summer? Following this advice will help you keep utility bills down. 

Years ago, windows were pretty much win¬ 
dows. Many families had individually fit¬ 
ted storm windows and screens that 

were matched to each window and marked 
for that particular frame. 

In the spring, homeowners would take 
down the storm windows and install the 
screens. That made it easy to get fairly com¬ 
fortable by opening all the windows. The 
screens would keep out all the pesky critters, 
and the house would enjoy some ventilation. 
Trees often provided cooling shade. 

At the first sign of winter, the screens came 
down and storm windows went up. For the 
most part, that practice has gone the way of 
the horse and buggy, but for many years, win¬ 
dows were still pretty much just a piece of glass 
in a wooden frame. They didn’t 
offer much thermal efficiency. 

Times have changed, and 
windows have taken on an en¬ 
tirely new dimension. You can 
buy windows — and sometimes 
have films retrofitted — that will 
reduce solar heat gain and cut 
down on the amount of ultra¬ 
violet rays that fade drapes 
and furniture. 

Other window assemblies 
provide insulation, to keep heat 
in and cold out. These days, you 
should consider using double¬ 
pane-insulating glass through¬ 
out the house. Consider 
windows with low-emissivity 
(low-E) coatings and gas fills in 
new construction, or when you 
need to replace windows. 

Granted, these windows are 
not cheap, but they will pay for 
themselves over time. Doug 
Rye, noted architect and 
energy consultant, says in 
his workshops, “These 
things don’t cost you money 

— they make you money!” 
It’d probably be more truthful to say that 

they cost money, but that they pay it back 
quickly, and go on to save money for years to 
come. 

They also improve comfort and reduce 
condensation. Installing a low-E coated double 
glass unit with gas fill, instead of standard 
double glazing, will improve the insulating 
value of the glass area by 40 to 50 percent. A 
low-E costing is a virtually invisible metal or 
metallic oxide layer on the glass that reflects 
heat back into the home during cold weather 
and back to the outdoors when it’s warm. 

Be sure to invest in good window frames. 
Wood and vinyl frames give the best insulat¬ 
ing value. Consider solar heat gain from win¬ 
dows. Glazings are available to 

control the amount of in¬ 
coming solar radiation. 
There are two more im¬ 
portant factors to con¬ 
sider when trying to cut 
cooling costs. First, 
choose windows that 
you can open, so you can 
use natural or fan-as¬ 
sisted ventilation in 
moderate weather. Sec¬ 
ondly, if it’s at all pos¬ 
sible, plant a deciduous 
tree that will shade the 
window during the sum¬ 
mer, but will not block 
warming sunshine dur¬ 
ing the winter. 

Keep in mind that windows can be tai¬ 
lored to different sides of the house, and 
that what’s good for the south side may 
be inappropriate for the north or east 
side. Consult with an expert and for just 
a little extra, you can have windows 
that are custom-placed to increase 
comfort and cut costs the year’ round. 
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What’s up 
with my 

electric bill? 
(Don’t 

blame the 
meter!) 

Summer fill 
for propane 

McDonough Power 
Cooperative 

1210 West Jackson Street EO. 
Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 

61455-0352 
(309) 833-2101 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: 

mcdonpr@macomb.com 

First, you’ve noticed that your electric bills have been notice¬ 
ably higher the past few months. “What’s going on?” you ask. 
“Is my meter wrong? Were my rates raised in error?” Chances 

are you are using more electricity. 
First, remember that air conditioning and heating are the num¬ 

ber one users of electricity. Did your bills go up dramatically at the 
beginning of summer or winter, when you began running the air 
conditioning or electric heat on a regular basis? Perhaps tempera¬ 
tures are extreme for the time of year. Or, you may have a problem 
with your system, such as a defective thermostat. Check the things 
you can — change filters and check window caulking, for example. 
Then, call your co-op or heating/air-conditioning professional for 
help with more complicated things such as thermostat operation 
and compressor cycling. 

Next, check your electric water heater for problems. For example, 
a defective thermostat can cause the heating element to fail to cut 
off, causing continuous operation. In two-element heaters, the fail¬ 
ure of one element can cause the other to operate more. 

Do you live in a rural area and have a domestic well? A problem 
that is often found with wells is a condition called “waterlogged.” 
The cushion of air above the water in the pressure tank is lost caus¬ 
ing the tank pressure to drop rapidly when the pump cycles off. 
When this occurs, the pump continuously cycles on and off, caus¬ 
ing much higher-than-normal electric usage. 

Remember to check your living habits too. Do you love gadgets? 
Most are powered by electricity. Perhaps you have a growing family, 
and you recently purchased a computer and a dishwasher. Do you 
love to cook (and clean up); do you and your family spend hours at 
a time surfing the Internet? Did you have summer guests, who have 
stayed for weeks on end, who left on the lights and did innumerable 
loads of laundry? All these activities take electricity. 

To get a better understanding of how you use your electric en¬ 
ergy dollar, you can begin to read your meter on a daily basis. By 
subtracting the previous day’s reading from the current reading at 
the same time each day, you can see how many kilowatt hours you 
are using during a 24-hour period. 

As for the accuracy of your electric meter, it’s a finely calibrated 
device that is almost always within the plus or minus 2 percent 
tolerance range. However, if you believe it could be malfunctioning, 
don’t hesitate to call us. 

Please call McDonough Power Cooperative regarding any ques¬ 
tions you may have about your electric bill. Well be glad to answer 
your questions, explain your rates and help you find ways to cut 
your electric bill. Now is the time to fill your propane tank. For summer fill 

prices, call MPC Energy, Blandinsville (309) 652- 
3103 or (800) 635-2085; Denver (217) 743-5215. For an¬ 

swers to your propane problems, ask for Joel Theis, Plant Man¬ 
ager at Blandinsville or Jerry Ross at Denver. 

/ 

McDonough Power Coopera¬ 
tive will be closed Tuesday, 
July 4th in observance of 
Independence Day. The 

office will reopen Wednes¬ 
day, July 5th at 8 a.m. 
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E W McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Touchstone 
Energy® 
Balloon 

comes to 
Macomb 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Partner 
The power of human connections 

It soars high in the vast blue skies, proclaiming the Touchstone 
Energy name that electric cooperatives across the country have 
developed to represent their lofty business values. 
The new Touchstone En¬ 

ergy hot air balloon was intro¬ 
duced to the nation’s co-op 
leaders at their national meet¬ 
ing in Orlando, Florida, held 
March 20-23. Attendees saw 
the colorful eight-story balloon, 
met the world-class flight team, 
and learned about opportuni¬ 
ties to bring the Touchstone 
Energy Balloon to events in 
their area. 

The balloon may be seen in 
our area during the 14th Annual 
Macomb Balloon Rally, to be 
held Sept. 8-10. We invite all of 
the McDonough Power mem¬ 
bers to come out and see this 
beautiful 72-foot tall balloon. 
You can be assured that seeing 
the Touchstone Energy logo displayed on this colorful balloon will 
leave a lasting impression in your memory. 

The Touchstone Energy Balloon will be piloted by an excellent 
group of pilots. Cheri White, an attorney and young mother from 
Houston, Texas, is the main pilot. Cheri is the current Women’s 
National Champion and will be defending her title this year. Alter¬ 
nate pilots are Sam Edwards, who has competed in 21 National 
Championships and 3 World Championships; and Bill Arras, the 
1999 World Hot Air Balloon Champion. 

The Touchstone Energy Balloon is owned by Cooperative Bal¬ 
loon Associates, L.L.C. (CBA), a limited liability partnership made 
up often Illinois cooperatives. McDonough Power Cooperative, along 
with Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative, Mattoon; Corn Belt En¬ 
ergy Corporation, Bloomington; Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Paxton; Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative, Elizabeth; Norris 
Electric Cooperative, Newton; Rural Electric Convenience Coop¬ 
erative, Auburn; Shelby Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville; South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative, Marion; and Soyland Power 
Cooperative, Decatur. 

“We’re proud to be one of the group of co-ops that made the 
balloon project a reality.” said Dick Dunsworth, MPC’s President- 

(continued on 16d) 
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McDonough Power Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Monday, August 21, 2000 
Fellheimer Auditorium, Macomb Jr./Sr. High School 

1525 South Johnson St., Macomb, Illinois 
Election of Directors - Report of Officers and President 
$5 will be credited to September bill for registering 
Drawings for ten $10 credits on September energy bill 
$25 name-a-minute drawing 
Drawing for a Gas Grill or $500 Savings Bond and other prizes. 
Your official notice will list the names of the members nominated for your coopera¬ 

tive board of directors. These nominees were selected by the nominating committee, 
which met June 29, 2000. Additional nominations may be made by petition or from 
the floor at your annual meeting. 

A name a minute will be drawn from the general membership for a $25 credit on 
their September energy bill. Those present will receive the $25 credit toward their 
September energy bill. 

You must be present to win 
for all prize drawings! 

6:30 p.m. - 
Local vocalist, Shelley Rigg. will perform. 

8:00 p.m. - 
Western Illinois Shotokan Karate Group will 

provide a karate demonstration. 

Nominating 
Committee 

Report 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, the members of the nominating com 
mittee met at the Red Ox Supper Club in Macomb, June 29, 
2000 at 7 p.m. to nominate candidates for election as direc¬ 

tors at the McDonough Power Cooperative’s next annual meeting 
of members to be held at 7 p.m., Monday, August 21, 2000. 

The following members were present: 
Steve Hall Lawrence Ischer 
Dale Regennitter Randy Litchfield 
Paul Rowland Ed Coker 
Carrie Keeney Richard Smith 
Shirley Woolam John Moore 
Tim Eifert Lauren Still 
The committee selected the following nominees to be candi¬ 

dates for directors to serve for a three-year term and be elected at 
the annual meeting. 

District 2 Jerry Riggins 
District 5 Steven L. Lynn 
District 8 Arthur Howard Butler 
Any 15 or more members acting together may make other nomi¬ 

nations by petition. Additional nominations for directors may be 
made from the floor at the meeting. 

Stan Prox, Chairman 
Dated: June 29, 2000 
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The local 

county 

fair is in 

town. Will 

you attend this year? The county fair is 

more than just cotton candy and a queen contest. It’s good wholesome 

fun for your community. 

Sit back and remember the fairs of your yesteryear. Remember the 

sense of pride you felt when the lambs you’d slaved over all year won 

first place? Remember how you felt when your dad put you in the seat of 

the antique tractor? Or how about when your mom’s apple pie won a 

ribbon in the fair bake-off? The fairs of today are somewhat different, 

but people still go to the fair to see the livestock, ride the newest rides 

and eat a myriad of goodies. This type of fun needs to be around when 

your children’s children 

come along. Think 

about it, shouldn’t 

you support your 

county fair? 
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MPC 
Energy 

McDonough Power Cooperative has been a 50-50 partner in 
a propane business under the name of MPC Energy 
Thermogas with locations in Blandinsville and Denver 

since April 1, 1999. On July 1, 2000, the Co-op purchased the 
other 50 percent of the business. The new name will be MPC En¬ 
ergy. 

The customers of MPC Energy Thermogas will not notice any 
difference in the good service they have received. The employees 
who served you in the past will be there to serve you in the future. 

You can be assured that McDonough Power will stress good 
service and above all safety to our customers. 

We invite anyone who is interested to give us a call at 
Blandinsville (309) 652-3103 or (800) 635-2085 or Denver - (217) 
743-5215. 

Joel Theis, Manager, will gladly answer any questions you may 
have. 

Visit the MPC Energy booth at the McDonough Power Annual 
Meeting. 

St. Louis 
Rams back 
in Macomb 

McDonough 
Power 

Services 
Stop in at 

McDonough 
Power 

headquarters to 
see what’s new 
in gas grills. We 
offer a variety of 
grills, as well as, 

gas water 
heaters. 

The Superbowl Champions, St. Louis Rams are back in 
Macomb for their training. We are pleased to have them back 
in the area. 

Not only are the Rams here from July 21 - August 12, but 
Macomb was the host of the “Superbowl 34-1/2” on July 29th. 

The Tennessee Titans were in Macomb from July 27-29, hold¬ 
ing practice with the St. Louis Rams. The Rams - Titans scrim¬ 
mage was held on July 29th at 11:00 a.m. 

Show your support for this great team and check out the Rams 
new uniforms by going to Will’s fields and watching them practice! 

Remember...’’Peak 90” 
June 1st - Sept. 15,2000 

(continued from 16a) 

CEO. “We have exclusive rights for the Touchstone Energy Balloon 
through the national Touchstone Energy organization, and will of¬ 
fer it to the co-ops throughout the nation (for a rental fee) as well 
as flying the balloon at some major events in Illinois. You will be 
able to see the balloon at the State Fair, the Farm Progress Show 
and several other events including the Macomb Balloon Rally. The 
Touchstone Energy Balloon is a goodwill ambassador, promoting 
the values of Touchstone Energy cooperatives: providing service, 
innovation and commitment to community.” 

To learn more about Touchstone Energy or the new balloon, 
you can visit two Internet web sites. The national Touchstone En¬ 
ergy program is described at www.touchstoneenergy.com and the 
CBA has a site about its balloon at www.cbaballoon.com. 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Touchstone 
Energy® 

balloon 
comes to 
Macomb 

Here 
Comes 

Labor Day! 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Your Touchstone Energy" Cooperative *>t 

Touchstone Energy® 
balloon may be seen in our 
area during the 14th An¬ 

nual Macomb Balloon Rally, to 
be held September 8-10. We in¬ 
vite all of the McDonough Power 
members to come out and see 
this beautiful 72-foot tall bal¬ 
loon. You can be assured that 
seeing the Touchstone Energy 
logo displayed on this colorful 
balloon will leave a lasting im¬ 
pression in your memory. 

abor Day means summer’s over, and it’s time for one last 
fling before getting the kids back to school. 

As your locally owned and operated electric cooperative. 
we extend our best wishes nationwide to co-op employees, direc¬ 
tors and consumer-owners. 

One thousand electric co-ops make up the co-op family in 46 
states, and all are dedicated to providing service as efficiently and 
economically as possible the co-op way. 

Working hard, meeting challenges, and helping our communi¬ 
ties grow and prosper all across America are the key ingredients 
that make electric co-ops succeed in whatever they do. 

So, enjoy Labor Day and be proud of a job well done! 

Office 
closing 

Our office will be 
closed Monday, 

September 4, 
in observance of Labor Day. Enjoy your holiday! 

V  

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street * PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Two 
students 

represent 
MFC in 

Washington 

Time to 
change 

filters 

THANK 
YOU! 
Thanks to 

everyone who 
helped make 

our 2000 
annual 

meeting a 
success. Look 
for picture and 

more details 
about the 

meeting in the 
next month’s 

issue. 

v J 

Two students repre¬ 
senting McDonough 
Power Cooperative re¬ 

cently took in a full week of 
experiences around the 
nation's capital. Among the 
highlights of the 2000 “Youth 
to Washington” was a lunch 
with Congressman Lane 
Evans. Jennifer Skien from 
Marietta and Chelsey Hillyer from Industry, were among 60 rural 
youth leaders and their chaperones from Illinois who toured Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. June 16 - 23. The tour began with a visit to the Civil 
War battlefield at Gettysburg, PA. The trip also included stops at 
many of the capital’s monuments and memorials, Arlington Na¬ 
tional Cemetery, the Smithsonian museums, the National Cathe¬ 
dral, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, and the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The group also toured Ford’s Theatre and cruised on the 
Potomac River. Now that you don’t need your air conditioner, there’s no need 

to worry about cleaning or changing air filters, right? Wrong! 
In fact, air filters may need even more attention in the 

winter than in summer months. During the winter, your home is 
tightly sealed and air quality becomes more important than in the 
cold and flu season. 

Air filters are inexpensive items, but rarely get the credit or 
attention they deserve. You could be paying for that mistake in 
higher utility bills and poor air quality in your home, office or 
business. 

Think for a minute - when was the last time you changed that 
air filter, or has it ever been changed? Do you even know where it 
is located? 

People spend most of their time indoors, especially in the win¬ 
ter, when air pollution levels indoors are greater than those out¬ 
side. 
Changing the filter is simple 

Changing or cleaning the air filter in a comfort system is an 
easy job, yet very few people change them on the recommended 
monthly basis. Some units run for months with the same filters. 
Running systems without a clean filter is an invitation to costly 
repairs and health problems down the road. 

A simple reminder is to change your filter about the same time 
you get your monthly utility bill. Even just a slightly dirty filter can 
reduce the capacity of a typical home air conditioning system. The 
worse the condition, the lower the performance. 

Running a system without a filter lets all the dust and dirt 
collect on the blowers and coils, insulating them and producing 
“drag” that shortens the system's life and increases operation costs. 
Check monthly 

Clean filters also mean cleaner air indoors, advises the Air 
Conditioning and Refrigeration Institute. 

Filters come in various forms and designs to do different jobs. 
Standard filters, such as throw away fiberglass or washable metal 
mesh, catch the larger, more visible particles of dust or dirt that 
circulate through a forced air system. 

They should be checked every two months under normal con¬ 
ditions and every 30 days during peak use. 
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McDonough Power Cooperative is now offering 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by Power Net Global Communications utilizing the Qwest Long Distance 
Network (The Nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.S0 6.80 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week 
plus 6 seconds increment billing 

• Free to Join 
• No monthly fees 
• No monthly premiums 
• No term agreements 
• Major carrier 

Free 800 Number 4.9<t - 6.9<£ 
per minute - no fees 
Free calling cards 13.9<£ per 
minute (No surcharge) 
NO CODES TO DIAL 

McDonough Power Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service through PowerNet 
Global Communications. This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance ser¬ 
vices available. As you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per 
minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addi¬ 
tion, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All 
rates are the same 24 hours a day - 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: (800) 381-2101, 
or mail application to: McDonough Power Cooperative 

PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 
Your Touchstone Energy* Cooperative ?d> ^ 

Name Social security number  

Street Estimated monthly Usage  

City State Zip Current Carrier  

Telephone numbers: ( ) -  ( ) -  

Services desired: □ Outbound □ 800 | | Travel cards: Number of cards requested  

800 service: □ New Q Existing To ring to: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. 
I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service 
requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be 
accessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

V 
Customer signature Date 
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A special ‘Thank You” 
to those members: 

• who call the office to let us know when a power outage occurs and can tell us 
where the trouble is and the cause. 

• who graciously grant right-of-way for construction and maintenance of our lines. 

• who are careful with farm and construction equipment around our poles, guy 
wires, overhead and underground wire. 

• who adhere to National Electric Code recommendations for clearance of build¬ 
ings, bins, etc., to our overhead lines. 

• who use extreme care when cutting trees near our overhead lines. 

• who notify the office when moving so electric service can be transferred to the 
new owner or disconnected if no one will be using power. 

• who let us know when they spot split-top poles, broken guy wires and insula¬ 
tors. 

• who protect our linemen by not nailing signs, fences, etc., to our poles. 
V   ) 

Stop writing 
checks! Pay 

your bill 
electronically 

Be extra 
careful 
during 

harvest 
season 

By paying your electric bill electronically, your bank can issue 
payments directly to McDonough Power Cooperative. You 
can specify your checking or savings account at any bank, 

savings and loan, or credit union which offers electronic payment. 
Most financial institutions offer this service, but you might call 
yours to check. 

Your bill will show your monthly electric consumption, the date 
and amount of your payment so you can track your electrical use 
and have ample time to update your bank account. The payment 
will also appear on your checking or savings account statement. If 
you do not have sufficient funds on the payment date, it will be as 
if you had written a check with insufficient funds and you may 
incur fees from your financial institution and MPC. 

Call today and sign up for this service at (309) 833-2101. 

Soon farmers throughout the McDonough Power Cooperative’s 
service area will be hard at work bringing in this year’s crop. 
As always, this is an anxious time for many as they try to 

beat the rain, the frost and maybe even the market. 
We at McDonough Power Cooperative realize you have an im¬ 

portant task on your mind during this time of year. We share in 
your concerns to complete these tasks. However, today’s farm equip¬ 
ment is larger and puts the operator of the vehicle closer to haz¬ 
ards and obstacles around the perimeter of the field. 

This year do yourself and McDonough Power a favor. Take time 
to check for hidden obstacles and if you have employees helping 
you during the harvest season, please be sure to point these ob¬ 
stacles out to them as well. 

From the entire staff of McDonough Power, have a safe and 
productive harvest season. 
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October is 
cooperative 

month 

Why you 
need surge 
protection 

for your 
home 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

Today many electric cooperative consumers don’t remember 
the first day electricity came to their homes. In fact, your 
electricity was probably already there when you moved in - one of 

those automatic things like the telephone line and running water. 
The day you joined your electric cooperative, you became a member 

of a unique organization. An electric cooperative is different. 
Your electric cooperative is not-for-profit and consumer owned, like 

the local credit union or food cooperative. That means any revenue above 
expenses is eventually returned to the member (you) in the form of capital 
credit payments. 

Your electric cooperative is committed to providing the best possible 
service at the lowest possible cost. We take pride in our cooperative - a 
grassroots system of service started by pioneers like those who settled 
this area. Keeping the cost of electricity affordable helps keep local busi¬ 
nesses competitive, while preserving our rural heritage and standard of 
living. 

There is something different about receiving your electricity from an 
electric cooperative. We think it’s a difference you can be proud of. You have invested a great deal of money in all the electricity-using 

equipment in your home. Computers, TVs, stereos, refrigerators, 
washers, clothes dryers and more - none of this equipment is cheap, 

so you take good care of these items. 
But are you protecting your equipment from power surges? If you do 

not have surge protection, consider getting it. Today’s electronic equip¬ 
ment and appliances are very sensitive - digital clocks, for example. And 
remember that anything you plug in can be damaged, and in worst-case 
scenarios, destroyed by a power surge. A power surge is a brief, unpre¬ 
dictable increase in voltage that can enter your home through the power, 
telephone or cable television lines. They can occur at any time and in any 
locale. 

Your electric co-op is always working to maintain a high-quality sup¬ 
ply of power to your home. However, there are several things that can 
cause power surges in the very best of electric utility systems. The most 
common one is lightning, but there are other causes of power surges. 
These include an object coming in contact with a power line as well as 
electric-powered equipment suddenly starting or taking extra power. 

Power surge protection puts up guards in two places: 1) where elec¬ 
tricity enters your home and 2) inside your home where equipment is 
connected to electricity through outlets. A meter-based surge protector 
protects your home from power surges at the entry point, which is where 
your home and equipment are most vulnerable. Plug-in devices for surge 
protection inside the home protect your equipment at the outlet stage. 

Don’t wait for a power surge to hit your home. Call your electric co-op 
today for information about power surge protection - they will be happy 
to help. 
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Wide range 
of topics 

discussed 
at annual 
meeting 

McDonough Power Cooperative members re-elected three 
area men to three-year terms on the co-op’s board of di 
rectors at the organization’s annual meeting Monday, August 21, 

in Macomb. Re-elected were Jerry Riggins and Steven L. Lynn, both of 
Macomb, and Arthur Howard Butier of Monmouth. 

Dickson L. Dunsworth, president/CEO, told his audience that their 
co-op had entered the long-distance telephone business, as a part of its 
efforts to diversify as it prepares to enter a deregulated market. 

He remarked that McDonough Power is now the sole owner of its 
propane subsidiary, MPC Energy, and that the co-op is also involved in 
the home security business. 

Three area men re¬ 
elected to the board of 

directors of McDonough 
Power Cooperative, 

Macomb, are pictured 
with Dickson L 

Dunsworth, president/ 
CEO of the co-op. From 

left are Arthur Howard 
Butler of Monmouth, 

Steve Lynn of Macomb, 
Jerry Riggins of Macomb, 

and Dunsworth. The 
election was held at the 
co-op’s annual meeting 

held Monday, August 21, 
at the Fellheimer 

Auditorium at the 
Macomb Jr./Sr. High 
School in Macomb. 

“We’ve been hearing about the 
deregulation of the electric utility indus¬ 
try for several years now,” he said, “and 
it has already begun. Now, some large 
power users can choose suppliers, and 
residential customers of investor-owned 
utilities will be able to soon. 

Illinois’ deregulation law enables 
co-ops to get involved in the deregulated 
market if and when they believe it will 
benefit their members. Dunsworth noted 
that the board will deliberate carefully 
before deciding what to do. “I want to 
assure you that they’ll only enter into 
deregulation if they determine that it will 

benefit all members, not just a few,” he said. 
“I want to remind you, though, that only the price of the generated 

electricity you buy will change, not the transmission or distribution costs 
incurred in getting it to you. If you were to decide to buy power from 
somewhere else, it’ll still be delivered through McDonough Power’s lines, 
and we’ll bill you for that delivery service.” 

Dunsworth noted that in states that already have deregulation, things 
have not gone well for the small residential consumers, and that price 
breaks that benefit big users tend to be made up for by increased prices 
to others. 

Dunsworth also told his audience that the co-op’s power supplier. 
Soyland Power Cooperative, Decatur, has taken steps to help keep rates 
stable and prepare for the deregulated power market. Soyland has in¬ 
stalled five turbine generators near Alsey, in southern Scott County. 

“In addition,” he said, “Soyland has formed a strategic alliance with 
Allegheny Power, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to increase its customer 
base and to share the costs of doing business.” 

Also to prepare for deregulation, McDonough Power has joined an 
alliance of 600 other electric cooperatives called Touchstone Energy®. 
Touchstone Energy cooperatives are consumer-owned electric utilities, 
committed to providing superior service based on four core principles: 
integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to the community. 
“When you see the Touchstone Energy logo, you’ll know it represents your 
local cooperative and its allies and that they are committed to these prin¬ 
ciples,” said Dunsworth. Ten Illinois Touchstone Energy cooperatives, in¬ 
cluding McDonough Power, have sponsored a hot air balloon. The 

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 

(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com 
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Touchstone Energy balloon is piloted by the 1999 U.S. Na¬ 
tional Women’s Division Champion, Cheri White. The Touch¬ 
stone Energy balloon will be at the 14th Annual Macomb Balloon 
Rally, to be held Sept. 8-10. 

Board Chairman Stan Prox of Macomb reminded the mem¬ 
bership that McDonough Power Cooperative is a member- 
owned utility, built by and for the membership when other 
electricity suppliers would not build lines into the countryside 
because of the low population density. 

’There are several facts you should know,” he said. “First, 
McDonough Power Cooperative is owned by you, the mem¬ 
bers. Secondly, were non-profit, and last, but not least, we are 
democratically controlled by you, the member-owners.” 

The board met in regular session on Tuesday, Aug. 22, and 
reorganized for the coming year. They re-elected Prox chair¬ 
man, Jerry Riggins vice chairman, Mark Anderson of Roseville 
secretary and Steve Lynn, treasurer. 

McDonough Power Cooperative serves some 4,800 mem¬ 
bers over 1,375 miles of line in all or parts of Fulton, Hancock, 
Henderson, Knox, McDonough, Schuyler and Warren Coun¬ 
ties. 

Shelley Rigg sang before 
the meeting. 

Scott Traser, left, 
McDonough Power Co-op 
office manager, is a 
member of the Western 
Illinois Shotokan Karate 
Club, which gave a 
demonstration at the 
meeting. With him is 
Marko Kranj, an assistant 
instructor and a math 
professor at Western 
Illinois University. 

Eleven names were drawn during the meeting - these eleven people 
received $10 credit on their September electric bill: 

Mary Lou Peterson 
Ronald Cook 
Ethel Docherty 
Frank Shippy 
Robert Carlson 

Virgil Henderson 
Mildred Lasasso 
Paul Rowland 
Carroll Swisher 
Lee-Hia Ting 
Roger Brown 

A name a minute drawing was done from the entire membership 
list. These names who were in attendance won $25 credit on their 
September electric bill: 

Roscoe Aten David Dodd 
Raymond Bartlow Gerald K. Payne 
Charles Cox Lyle Webb 

Youngest in attendance - Bekkah Tingley. She won $20. 
Two names were drawn from the children registered, Bekkah Tingley 
and Taylor Hodges each won five gold dollar coins. 

Floyd McCullough and Dorothy Holstine each won $20 from A1 
Cook Electric - they were tied for being on the McDonough Power 
lines the longest. 

Grand prize winner was Ray & Carolyn Geeseman. They got to 
choose from a gas grill or a $500 savings bond. 

Dickson L Dunsworth, 
president/CEO, spoke 
informally to the 
membership. 
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McDonough Power Cooperative is now offering 

Business and Residential 
long distance phone service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications utilizing the Qwest Long Distance 
Network (The Nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

r 

4.80 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week 
plus 6 seconds increment billing 

Free to Join • Free 800 Number 4.94: - 6.94: 
No monthly fees per minute - no fees 
No monthly premiums • Free calling cards 13.94: per 
No term agreements minute (No surcharge) 
Major carrier • NO CODES TO DIAL 

McDonough Power Cooperative is offering long distance telephone service through PowerNet 
Global Communications. This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance ser¬ 
vices available. As you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low $0,049 per 
minute or anywhere out of state in the continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addi¬ 
tion, you can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or 
acquaintances. Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All 
rates are the same 24 hours a day - 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or 
long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information Call: (800) 381-2101, 
or mail application to: McDonough Power Cooperative 

PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 
  A Touchstone Energy5 Cooperative   

Name Social security number 

Street Estimated monthly Usage 

City State Zip Current Carrier 

Telephone numbers: ( ) ( ) 

Services desired: □ Outbound □ 800 Travel cards: Number of cards requested  

800 service: Q New Existing To ring to: ( ) -  

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance 
service. 
I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service 
requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service charge may be 
assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

V_ 
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Customer signature Date 
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McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Students 
encouraged 
to apply for 

2001 IEC 
Memorial 

Scholarships 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative 
The power of human connections 

McDonough Power Cooperative President-CEO, Dickson 
Dunsworth, has announced that for the sixth consecutive 
year, the Illinois electric cooperatives will award academic 

scholarships in the amount of $1,000 each to high school seniors. 
The three scholarships are being awarded through the Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program. Because of 
the scholarship program's success, an extra scholarship was added 
last year for children of cooperative members. 

High school seniors pursuing a college education in the state of 
Illinois are eligible to participate in the program. Two of the three 
scholarships will be awarded to the child of an electric cooperative 
member. The other $1,000 award will go to the child of an electric 
cooperative director or employee. Deadline for applications is Janu¬ 
ary 1, 2001. 

“The purpose of the scholarship program is to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honoring past rural electric leaders through 
memorial gifts,” Dunsworth says. “McDonough Power Cooperative 
and other Illinois electric cooperatives want to make a difference 
in their communities. One of the best ways we can do that is by 
lending a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, work and volunteer experience, school 
and civic activities, and a short essay that demonstrates their knowl¬ 
edge of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program was established in 
1994 by the board of directors of the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. For further information on the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Program, contact Dawn Beck at McDonough Power 
Cooperative (309) 833-2101, or see your high school guidance coun¬ 
selor. 

THANKS! Here comes another Thanksgiving with football games, and 
the fixins. The folks at McDonough Power Cooperative want 
to remind you of the real meaning of this holiday - to say 

“thanks.” 
McDonough Power Cooperative says “thanks” to all their em¬ 

ployees and board members who work hard to fulfill the co-op’s 
mission. And their business associates and neighbors throughout 
the community deserve a big thank you as well. 

And of course, the folks at McDonough Power Cooperative want 
to thank all of their member-owners whose involvement and sup¬ 
port help them do their jobs better. 

Everyone at McDonough Power Cooperative hopes you and your 
family have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 
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While your cooperative strives to maintain the best pos¬ 
sible service with a minimum of outage time, occasional 
outages, either planned or uncontrolled, do occur. 

Your cooperative needs to know the names and locations of 
cooperative members who depend on life-support equipment, and 
it is important that this information be current and accurate. We 
will make every effort to give priority to restore service to mem¬ 
bers on life-support systems. If you or a member of your family 
depend on life-support equipment, please fill out the form below 
and mail it to us as quickly as possible. 

Name:   Phone No.:  

Address:    

McDonough Power Location No.:   

Types of support equipment:  

Days and time of use:   

Do you have an emergency stand-by generator to operate this equipment? Q Yes Q No 

Mail this form to: McDonough Power Cooperative, PO Box 352, Macomb IL 61455 

Depend on 
life support 
equipment? 
We need to 

know 

Office 
Closings 
We will be closed 

the following dates 
in November: 

Friday, 
November 10, 
Veteran’s Day 

Thursday and 
Friday, 

November 
23 & 24 for 

Thanksgiving. 

Do you know these people? 
General retirements of capital credits have been issued for 

the year 1976. The following people had service with 
McDonough Power Cooperative during that year and have 

left our service lines. We have no current address for them. If you 
have any information pertaining to these people, or their heirs, 
have them contact Dawn at (309) 833-2101. 

Abatte, Fione Alton, Glen Augustine, Jean 
Abingdon Rock Amado, Kathy Austin, Kendoll H. 
Adair Farm Service Amax Coal Co. Azzolin, Patricia 
Adams, Carlos Ambrose, Janet Bader, B.B. 
Adkins, Eric American Oil Co. Baines, Valerie 
Adkisson, Richard Ames, Bonnie Baker, Ronald 
Admire, Wallace Anderson, Jack E Baldridge, Charles 
Albright Jr., Frank Anderson, Jane K. Bambrick, John F 
Alden, John R. Anderson, Keith Bancroft, Don 
Alexander, Susan J. Anderson, Phillip Barney, Carole L. 
Allaman, Dorothy Ard, Mike Barranco, Jane 

Allard, Lee Arnold, Henry Barrass, Edward 
Allen, Bayne Arnold. James Bartlett Sr, Robert 
Allen, Doris Asbell, Lloyd R. Bastian, Laurie 
Allen. Ed Mrs. Ashby. Keith Batterton, Norman 
Allen, Jerry W Ashby. Thomas Baumann, John 
Allen. Judith Kay Ashcraft, Teresa Bayne. Cathy 
Allen. Robert J. Ashton, Harold Beam, Jesse 
Allgeyer, Brian Asprooth, Ted S. Bearce. Richard 
Allison, Brenda Atherton, Ruth Beckwith, Margaret 
Allison, Mary E. Atwood. Elmer Bedwell, Larry 

McDonough Power Cooperative N 

1210 West Jackson Street • PO. Box 352 • Macomb, Illinois 61455-0352 
(309) 833-2101 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

E-mail address: mcdonpr@macomb.com y 
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Beghtol, Wm. H. Christy, Anna Beth Erxleben, E H Hall, William Jeanblanc, Ivan M. 
Behymer, Edward Christy, Thomas J. Evans, Kevin Haller, Lynn Jenkins, Joellen R. 
Beling, Bruce A. Clark, Alan M. Everett, Gary Hamilton, David Jetter, Robert K. 
Bell, Brian Clark, Leann Farkas, Harold M. Hamilton, Kenneth Joerger, David 
Bell, John Clark. Patricia Farmers Home Administra-Hamilton, W R. Johanson, Steven E. 
Bell, Lucille Cloyd Estate, Oliver tion Hamilton, William John, Randall C. 
Belna, Charles Cochrane, Michael Fawcett, Linda L. Hammond, Gloria J. Johns, Patrick L. 
Belville, Jack Cofield, Gregory R. Faynik, Michael J. Hammond, Mike Johnson, David 
Belville, Robert W Colantino, Stephen Fentem, Glen Hample, Judy Johnson, Deanna 
Benge, Robert W Cornelia, Frank Ferguson, James R. Hanley, Larence Johnson, Gary L. 
Bergenthal, Guy L. Conant, James Ferguson, Steve Hanlin, Larry G. Johnson, Gene 
Bergman, Stephen K. Conard, Ralph Feuchter, James B. Harding, Daniel A. Johnson, Jim H. 
Bergstedt, Russell E. Conlee, Wayne Fields, Ray Harger, Jeffery A. Johnson, Larry D. 
Billeck, Timothy Connelly, James P File, Michael Harlin, Gerald Johnson, Lyle D. 
Einstein, Glenn Connor, Raymond Finn, Cathy Ann Harper, David W Johnson, Rick 
Black, Grace Connor, Timothy 0. Fiorillo, Florence Harrell, D. K. Johnston, Donald 
Black, Sherrie K. Conti, Dennis Fischer, Martin Harris, James Jones Jr, Erwin 
Blain, Paul L. Cordone, John D. Fisher, Roy D. Hartman, Norman R. Jones, Gene 
Bockenfeld, Rodney J. Cottingham, Randy Fishman, Norman Hartmann, Ina Jones, Tom H. 
Bollengier, Dianne Coughlin, Edward Fisk, Larry Hase, Michael Julien, Kimberly 
Bowens, Dennis W Coultis, Jude Fitchpatrick, Chloie L. Havens, Dale Jurgens, Alberta 
Bower, Gerald Courson, Dake Mrs. Flesner, David Hayward. Paul Kane, Raymond 
Bower, Robert Covert, Warren Flynn, James B. Hazelbaker, Alvin Karras, John 
Bowman, Duane Cox, Helen Foley, Darrell Healey, Mike Kay, Bobbi 
Boyd Estate, Ethel Craft Estate, Perry Fones, Martha A. Heard, Daniel W Keegan, Terrence 
Braatz, Charles Craig, Kenneth Ford. Kwang Cha Heath, William Keim, V I. 
Bradfield, James E. Craig, Nelson Ford. Robert L. Heaton, Charles Keimig, Robert 
Bradley. Cheryl Credille, Thomas P Ford, Warner Heffner, Mabel Keith, Edward 
Bradshaw, C.S. Crowley, Susan Fouts, Martha E. Helander, Harold Kempher Richard 
Brand, J.D. Cummins, Lyndell Frakes, Bill Helms, Bernard Kendrick, James 
Brenner, Richard Cunningham Jr,, Jerry Franz, Charles Helms, Roger Kennedy, Claude 
Brewer, James W Cunningham, Kevin M. Freed. Wendell Hennessy, Mark Kessler, Mamie 
Bridger, John T. Curless, Ronald Freemon, Danny Henning, Bill Kidder, Max 
Bridges, John Curran, Karen French, Clyde Henning, Bill Kiesow, James 
Briney, Otis Curtis, Larry Frier, Kerry Henry, Judi Kilday, Tim 
Brin ton, Mary Czach, Marie Friesner, Judy E. Herbert, Mark Kimler, Leonard 
Brockman, Pamela Daniels, Gerald D. Fugate, Martha Hess Jr., Charles King, Rick 
Broida, John P Danner, Kevin M. Fulkerson, G L Hewitt, Roger King. Stephen B. 
Brooks, Jim Daugherty, Tim G & C Homes Hickey, Michael Kingsbury, C. R. 
Brooks, William J. Davis, Carl Galusha, Raymond Hicks, Lonnie L. Kinkaid, Clara 
Brown, Chris Davis, Frances M. Gambino, Howard J. Hicks, Michael Kirchner, Lorelei 
Brown, Craig Davis, Gayla Gardner, Gerald Hiel, Edna Mae Klatt. Richard B. 
Brown, Eugene A. Day, Richard Garrett, Danny L. Higgins, Thomas A. Kline, Ernest 
Brown, Gary L. Dean, Elzie L. Gaszak, Gwynne Hill, Leonard M. Klink, Katherine 
Brown, Glenn Delfs, Beki Gaul, Netta Hill. Stewart B. Knapp, Mark 
Brown. Marshall E. Demanes, Steve Gayman. Walter J. Hobart, J Mac Kness, Don 
Brubaker, Gwen Depoy, Linda J. Geer, Kenneth Hoehle, Kathy Koenig, Dawn 
Brunswig, Wayne Depuy, Joan D. Gile, Billie Holdcroft, William Koker, William 
Bryan, Benton L. Derry, John L. Gillette, Michael 0. Holland, Golden Kolts. Dean 
Burg, Timothy 0. Deuger, Donald R. Glas, Robert E Holley. Roger D. Korb. David L. 
Burgland, Byron Devorshak, John Glascock, Kathy Hood Estate. Elleene Kost, Louise 
Burke, Sheryl DeWitt, Gerald Globis, Linda A. Hopkins, Weldon Krueger, Karen 
Burnett, Regena R. Dewitz, Randall Golan, William Hopper, Leigh Ann Kuba, Mike 
Burney, Jimmie C. Dickerson, John Goldman, J. D. Hopping, Velma R. Kuhn, Karen 
Bushman, Janet Dike, Paul Goncher, John Horberg, David Kull, Steve 
Bushnell. Alberta Dilger, James M. Gordon, R. D. Horney, Ray L. Kuper, Gary 
Buster, Mark Dockus, Kim W Goyen, Randolph Horton. John Lackey, John H. 
Butler, Bonnie L. Dodson, Earl Graham, L. R. Hottell, Cynthia D. Lake, Lorna 
Byrne, David A. Donaldson, Mark H. Graham, Tom Howell, Rebecca Lakie, William 
Calanca, Lonn V Donaldson, Mary C. Gray, Ed Hubbard, Edwin Lamm. Jack D. 
Caldwell, Merle Donohue, Nancy Gray, Jacqueline Hubbartt, Greg Lampert, Dave J. 
Cale, Jim Dorethy, Ed Gray, Mia & Michael Hudson, Cindy Lange, Kevin P 
Cali, Carmen Dowdall, Stephen R. Gray, Orland Huff, Cynthia S. Lantz, Diana 
Campbell, Rob Draper, Thomas Gray, Roy Huff, Terry Larimore, Mark 
Campbell, Robert G. Driskell, Connie Greenway Mobile Office Hughes, John R. Lathrop, Ruth 
Campbell. Stan R. Dubs, Steven K. Gregg, Martha Hughes, Patricia Law. Gloria 
Carlson, Erving Duncan, Christy Gregory, Gary H. Hulette, Elizabeth Lawson, Rebecca S. 
Carlson, Eugene Duncan, Connie Greuel, Jack Humes, Debbie Lawyer Trust. Ina 
Cartan, Helen J. Dunlap, Dennis L. Griffith. Peg Hunter. Ralph Leach, Elizabeth 
Caspall, Ralph Dunn, James Grigsby, Dorothy Immel. Janet Leaf, Daniel 
Cassel. Ronald Dunne, Dermot Grossnickle, Dane Irwin. Margaret Lebeck. Barbara 
Cassell. William K. Dysart, Mark R. Grzych, Frank J. Jackson Jr, Robert LeBryk, Margie 
Cavett, Richard Ebbert, John Guenther, Harvey Jacobs Estate, Bernice Line, Ivan 
Chaon, Lawrence Eckert, Robert Guest, T A James, Brenda Livingston, Bernice 
Chapman, C.C. Edwards, Lewis Hale, Michael R. James, Darya Lockwood, George 
Chicago Northern RR Ehlen. Philip K. Haley, Robert J. James, Michael Longabach, Linda A. 
Chipman, Orin Ek Jr., James Hall, Lloyd E. James, Randy Longanecker, Charles 
Chockley, Rodney El-Awady, Abbas A. Hall, Patricia 
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Louthan, Debra 
Lovan, Claude 
Lowers, Ralph 
Lowitzki, Robert 
Loyd, Roger 
Lunt, Larry 
Lutz, Norman 
Macadam, Wendy 
Mackaben, William L. 
Mahone, Carole 
Manchester Lab 
Mangiere, Joe 
Markley, Emmett 
Martin, Hansel 
Martin, John W 
Martin, Michael 
Martin, Phillip 
Mason, Mary 
Mason, Roberta 
Mason, Thomas 
Mathews, James 
Mayberry, Sherry 
McCartney, Timothy 
McCleery-Gray, Daryl 
McCormick, Claude R. 
McCracken, Jeffrey 
McDaniel, Debbie 
McDonald, Ken 
McElroy, Harold 
McFadden, Zelpha 
McGee, Charles 
McGlaughlin, Lou Ann 
McGuire Farm 
McKee, Paul R. 
McKinley, Roxi 
McKinzey, Kathryn 
McKirgan, Susan 
McLaurin, Michael E 
McMillan, Marilyn 
McRaven, James 
McVey, Lucille 
Mead, Randall A. 
Meadows, Jerry W 
Meloan, Robert 
Melvin, Blanche 
Melvin, Roger L. 
Melvin, Terry L. 
Mercer, Bob 
Meyer, Florine 
Meyer, FYank P 
Michael, Thomas A. 
Michaels, Monika 
Miles, Dale 
Miller, Curtis W 
Miller, James W 
Miller, Robert A. 
Miner, Mary J. 
Miskovic, Laura E 
Mixer, Arlie A. 
Montes, Jane Ann 
Moore, Helen 
Moore, Keith 
Moore, Michael D. 
Moran, Lucia 
Morris, E R 
Morris, Gerald 
Morris, Rosemary 
Morrison, Robert 
Morse, Leland 
Mortimeyer, John A. 
Mossman, Susan E. 
Moulton, Wayne 
Moustafa, Safwat 
Mowen, Duane 
Mowen, Ronald E. 
Mullen, Claude 
Munson, Ray 
Murphy, Elizabeth 

Murphy, Linda 
Murphy, Nancy 
Murray, Deborah S. 
Murray, Mary 
Mustain, Damon 
Mustread, Randall 
Nagle. Brian 
Napoli, Jr, John 
Nardiello, Linda 
Nash, Glenn 
Nash, Tony 
Nauman, John G. 
Nauman, Nancy 
Neal, Donald C. 
Neff, Harold 
Nelson, Charles R. 
Nelson, Robert 
Newell, Bill 
Newells Inc. 
Nicholas, Stephen T. 
Nicholson, Jay 
Nieds, Cheryl 
Nogy, Carol 
Nootbaar, Gregg E. 
Norberg, Stephen R. 
Novak, Ande J. 
Nuenthel, Don 
Nunn, James 
Oakley, Dennis 
O'Hara, Kevin 
Ohlsen, Donald R. 
O’Keefe, John 
Oklesen, William J. 
Ormiston, Tad T. 
Or rill, Guy 
Osborn, Ellen 
Palmer, Robert G. 
Parker, Lynne S. 
Parks, David 
Pastere, Joan 
Paulsgrove, Herbert 
Pelton, William 
Pengilly, Sylvia 
Penington, Elma 
Pennington, Mary 
Perdue, Florence 
Perrin Corp, The 
Perrott, James 
Peters, Everett 
Peterson, Bob 
Peterson, Kay 
Pettinger, Harold 
Pfohl, Paul G. 
Phillips, Dennis 
Phillips, Gene 
Phillips, Joe S. 
Piaskowski, Jean 
Pickrell, Jesse 
Pierce Estate, Darlene 
Pitcher, Charles 
Plate, Rich 
Poe, Daniel R. 
Poison, Kristin 
Porch, Joyce A. 
Potter, Milinda 
Powell, Frances 
Powell, Joan 
Powley Co., C.A. 
Presswood, Virgil 
Propper, Jean 
Prosser, Richard 
Pullins, Charles R. 
Purity Banking Co. 
Quick, Suze 
Rafferty, Gerald E. 
Ramer, James K. 
Ranfeld, Sandy 
Rankin, Anita C. 

Ray, Donald A. 
Rayman, Ronald 
Raymond, Darken 
Reedy, Ken 
Reese, Greg 
Register, Jimmy 
Rein, Michael 
Reinsch. Lamar 
Reische, Jim 
Renner, Charles F 
Reno, Chris 
Reno, George B. 
Reynolda, Paul 
Reynolds, Verne 
Rhodes, Sam 
Rhyherd, L. M. 
Rich, Martha J. 
Richards, Robert J. 
Ridge, Franklin 
Riedel, Clarence 
Ries, Ronald J. 
Riley. Harold E. 
Rimington, Edwin 
Rippelmeyer, Mark 
Roach, Donald W 
Robbins, John D. 
Roberts, Larry 
Robertson, Thomas 
Robinson, Ralph L. 
Roe, Jim 
Rogers, Keith D. 
Roman, Beth 
Rosencrans, Danny E. 
Rosine, Herbert 
Ross, Daniel R. 
Rothblatt, Dana 
Royer, Richard 
Rude, Jeffrey L. 
Ruebush, Raynold 
Runkle. Harold D. 
Rutledge, Helen 
Ryan, Geri D. 
Sandelin, Dale 
Sanders, Jenny 
Scadding, Fred C. 
Scapecchi, Raymond 
Schafer, Larry 
Schindewolf, Dan 
Schisler, F L. 
Schlereth, Frances 
Schmidt, Linda L. 
Schmidt, Stephen D. 
Schneider, John 
Schoch, Susan 
Schroth. Richard S. 
Scott, Nancy L. 
Seal, Julie 
Seefeldt, Roberta 
Seger, John E 
Selby, Robert 
Sellers, John M. 
Semerad, Ralph J. 
Semonis, Richard 
Sever ns, Terry 
Shaffer, Hazel 
Shannon, Clinton W 
Sharp, David L. 
Shearer, Kevin A. 
Sheets, Milton 0. 
Shenbarger, Wylda 
Shepard, Larry G. 
Sheppard, David R. 
Shintani, Lorine 
Shoemaker, Keith 
Shughart, Annamae 
Sibley, Gary L. 
Sikma, Ronald 
Skryd, Susan 

Skrysak, Robert P 
Slayden, Frank 
Smalling, Genevieve 
Smith. A1 
Smith, Debbie 
Smith. Diane I. 
Smith, Douglas L. 
Smith, George 
Smith, Karen L. 
Smith, William K. 
Solomon, Lyle E. 
Sowers, Charles H. 
Sparrow, Gene 
Spata, Jeanne 
Spencer, Dawn 
Splum, Hazel C. 
Sprinkle, Michael D. 
Spurlock, James M. 
Stambaugh, Glen 
State of Illinois 
Steagall, Doris 
Stegall, Richard 
Stellano, John M. 
Stevens. Robert 
Steward, Joe 
Steward, Noria 
Steward, Ronald D. 
Stice, Dan 
Stockley, Douglas 
Stoddard, Robert D. 
Stoeckel, Roger H. 
Stoll. Walter 
Stoneking, Artie 
Stoneking, Connie 
Stoppel, James M. 
Streett, James W 
Strickler, Ethyl 
Strickler, Mary Ann 
Stwora, Thomas S. 
Sullivan, Edgar 
Svob, Patricia 
Swan Hills Supper Club 
Swan, Gary 
Swindle, Frank H. 
Syms, Susan A. 
Synder, Danette 
Syrcle, Ralph 
Taylor, Henry 
Taylor, Larry 
Taylor, Richard 
Taylor, Russell 
Teel, Charles A. 
Terpening, Dennis 
Terpening, Kyle E. 
Tetley, Sidney 
Thomas, John 
Thompson, David D. 
Thompson, Elizabeth 
Thornton, Linus 
Thraen, Frances 
Tillotson, Geoffre 
Timm, Raymond 
Toland, Glade 
Tomlinson Farm 
Traylor, Ken 
Tredway, Hobart 
Trone, Gay 
Trotter, Kenneth 
Ttilin, Anita J. 
Turner, Wendell 
TUrnquist, Steve 
Ttirsky, Ned 
Utsinger, Marion 
Vance, Linda S. 
Vance, Robert A. 
Vann, Stephen E. 
Vasconcelles, Mark J. 
Vaughn, Glenn R. 

Voegele, Thelma 
Volk, Ralph C. 
Vonschaumburg, Mark 
Vorhies Jr., William 
Wade, Jeanette 
Waldt, Debra 
Walker, Anita C. 
Walker, Donald R. 
Walker, Josephine M. 
Wall, Joseph D. 
Waller, Steven 
Wallner, Marilyn 
Walters Jr., Donald 
Walters, Harold 
Walton, Dennis 
Walton, James E. 
Waring, Carl 
Watson, Linda 
Watson, Robert D. 
Watson, Teresa L. 
Watt, Fanelia 
Way, Gregory C. 
Wayland, Karen 
Wayland, Kenneth 
Weaver, Danny 
Weber. Margaret 
Weller, Paul F 
Werry, Dennis G. 
Wes-State Community Bldg 
Wetzel. Robert W 
Whitehead, James 
Wiet, William A. 
Wilhelm. Frank A. 
Williams, Darrell 
Williams, Ross Mrs. 
Williams, Willett 
Williamson, Craig R. 
Wilson, Dean 
Wilson, Eddy J. 
Wilson, Jim E. 
Wilson, Mildred 
Wilson, Randy 
Wilson, Steven D. 
Wilson, Wendell 
Wilson-Simpson, Diane 
Windhorst, Leonard C. 
Wingard. Esther 
Wingfield, Harlan 
Wingo, Linda 
Winicker, Carl 
Winters, Robert 
Wisslead, John 
Wolever, Betty 
Woods, Thomas P 
Woodside, Dean 
Woodward, Stephen 0. 
Worrell, Carl 
Wozniak, William 
Wybrant, Dorothy 
Young, J. Carl 
Young, Karen 
Young, Rhonda M. 
Zamaitis, Mary M. 
Zarnick, William J. 
Ziegler, Don 
Zillmer, Diane 
Zinn, Wayne 
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E W McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Holiday greetings from the Directors and employees of 
McDonough Power Cooperative & MPC Energy! 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairperson 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairperson 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Howard Butler 

Mike Cox 
Jeff Moore 
Bill Pollock 

Steve Youngquist 
John McMillan, Attorney 

MPC ENERGY EMPLOYEES 
Joel Theis, Manager 

Sean Blue 
Bill Eddington 

Swede Hendrickson 
Bob Klein 

Mary Jane Pollock 
Gary Rampley 

Jerry Ross 
Allen Sheffler 
Mike Vincent 
Lee Woodside 

MCDONOUGH POWER EMPLOYEES 
Dick Dunsworth, President-CEO 

Doug Bear 
Dawn Beck 

Gary Budreau 
Lynn Cavett 
Frank Fay 

Debbie Fowler 
Ike Hinton 

Gabe Jones 
Babs Lawyer 

Pete Lucas 
Elmer Nelson 
Tim Norton b 
Ron Paulsen ^ 
Lynn Purdy 
Cynthia Rigg 
Scott Traser 
Jim Wilson 
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A Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 
The power of human connections 
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MCDONOUGH POWER COOPERATIVE 
is now offering Business and Residential 

long distance phone service 
Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 

utilizing the Qwest Long Distance Network (The Nations 4th largest carrier) 

All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week 
plus 6 seconds increment billing 

• Free To Join • Free 800 Number 4.90 - 6.90 
• No Monthly Fees per minute - no fees 
• Major Carrier • Free calling cards 13.90 per 
• No Monthly Premiums minute (No surcharge) 
• No Term Agreements • NO CODES TO DIAL 

McDonough Power Cooperative is offering long distance tele¬ 
phone service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long 
distance service is one of the lowest-cost long distance services 
available. As you can see, you can call anywhere in the State of 
Illinois for a low $0,049 per minute or anywhere out of state in the 
continental United States for $0,069 per minute. In addition, you 
can have your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. 
Incoming calls on your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 
hours a day - 7 days a week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For Additional Information, Call: 1(800) 381-2101 
Mail To: McDonough Power Cooperative, PO. Box 352, Macomb, IL 61455 

A Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City_ 

Social Security Number_ 

State Zip. 

Estimated Monthly Usage_ 

Current Carrier I 
I 
| Your Telephone Numbers: 

| Services Desired: □ Outbound □ 800 □ Travel Cards □ 800 Number Requested- 

800 Service: □ New □ Existing To Ring To: ( ) -  

( ). 

I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator, to transfer my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility 
for all charges arising from all long distance services provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the 
application. A service charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

Customer Signature- Date 
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Heating tips for saving money 
this Winter Are you looking for some easy, no cost/low 

cost ways to save energy and cut your heating 
^bill this winter? The US. Department of En¬ 

ergy offers these tips: 
• Set your thermostat as low as is comfortable. 
• Clean or replace filters on furnaces once a 

month or as needed. 
• Clean warm-air registers, baseboard heaters and 

radiators as needed. Make sure they’re not blocked by 
furniture, carpeting or drapes. 

• Bleed trapped air from hot-water radiators once or twice a 
season; if in doubt about the procedure, call a profes¬ 
sional. 

• Place heat-resistant radiator reflectors between exterior 
walls and the radiators. 

• Use kitchen, bath and other ventilating fans wisely; in just 
one hour, these fans can pull out a houseful of warmed or 
cooled air. Turn fans off as soon as you’re done. 

• Keep draperies and shades open on south-facing windows 
during the heating season to allow sunlight to enter your 
home. Close them at night. 

• Close an unoccupied room that is isolated from the rest of 
the house, such as in a corner, and turn down the thermo¬ 
stat or turn off the heating for that room or zone. However, 
do not turn the heating off if it adversely affects the rest of 
your system. For example, if you heat your house with a 
heat pump, do not close the vents - closing the vents could 
harm the heat pump. 

Propane available 
|cDonough Power Cooperative through its subsidiary, 

MPC Energy, is now filling propane cylinders at the 
Macomb Office (1210 W Jackson). We have the ca¬ 

pacity to fill cylinders from 20 pounds to 100 pounds, as 
well as motor homes or RVs. Stop in for all your energy 
needs! 

Ways to keep holidays happy Winter holidays need not become the “anxiety 
season.” Try to be realistic about your expec¬ 
tations for family gatherings. There are no 

perfect relatives. 
Don’t let “getting everything done” be your main 

goal. Focus instead on the fun of shared activities. 
Share you time and friendship. Give a child a “private 
time” coupon; assemble a photo album for a relative; 
teach a friend how to knit, paint or whatever you do 
best. 
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Save energy when using your fireplace With crisp fall weather bringing cool nights to many parts of the 
country, you may decide it is time to enjoy a fire at night. Before 
using your fireplace, there are a few tips you should know that 

will help you save energy - and cut your fuel bills. The U.S. Department 
of Energy recommends the following measures: 

Without a fire 
When you do not have a fire going in your fireplace, keep the damper 

closed. For example, an open damper on a 48-inch square fireplace can 
let as much as 8 percent of your home’s heat escape through the chimney. 

Supplementing Your Furnace 
If you use your fireplace (or fireplaces) to supplement the heat pro¬ 

vided by your regular heating system, there are some measures that will 
help you make the most efficient use of your fireplace. First, remember 
that the heat gain from a fireplace is confined to the room where it is 
located. At the same time, a considerable amount of heat from other 
rooms can flow into the room with the fireplace and then escape up the 
fireplace chimney. The warm air will be replaced by cold outside air. As a 
result, your thermostat will sense the heat loss and turn on your fur¬ 
nace. 

What to do? While you may want a higher setting for comfort’s sake, 
lower the thermostat to between 50 and 55 degrees. You will still lose 
some warm air through the chimney, but the furnace will not have to 
work as hard to maintain the set temperature. There are other things 
you should do when using fireplaces: 
• Close all the doors and heat ducts in the room with the fireplace. 
Then, open a window near the fireplace about yh to 1 inch; this will re¬ 
duce heat drawn from the rest of the house and give the fire needed air. 
However, if the fireplace has an outside supply of air, do not open a win¬ 
dow. 
• Do you have a simple open masonry fireplace? Install one of the fol¬ 
lowing: a glass screen, a convective grate, a combination convective grate 
with glass screen, a radiant grate or a fireplace insert. Some of these 
devices will cut down on the loss of warm air through the fireplace chim¬ 
ney and may improve heat recovery from the fire. 

Linemen are here 
for you 

regardless 
of the weather Alineman s job is unpredictable. One day it may be 

sunny and 60 degrees, but the next day an ice storm 
could interrupt power to the entire service area. 
But you can feel secure. Your co-op’s linemen 

know that power outages don’t happen when it’s conve¬ 

nient. They understand this and they’re committed to 
restoring your power as fast as possible regardless of the 
weather. 
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