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EnerStar Power joins ranks of elite power 
suppliers 

Free competition, we re told, is 
as American as apple pie, and sti¬ 
fling it, we re also told, is bad. Even 
so, the retail electric utility indus¬ 
try has operated under monopoly 

conditions for several decades. But 
for about two decades now, there 

has been talk of deregulating the in¬ 
dustry and opening it up to com¬ 
petition. 

In 1997, the Illinois Legislature 

passed the Illinois Electric Service 
Customer Choice and Rate Relief 
Law, which was to offer customers 
choices and competitive prices. It 
put administration of the law un¬ 
der the Illinois Commerce Commis¬ 
sion. The new law would bring 
wrenching change, and many feared 
it. 

Not EnerStar Power Corp. Your 
co-op has decided to jump into the 
market with both feet, and has be¬ 
come one of 11 alternative retail 
electric suppliers (ARES), certified 

by the Illinois Commerce Commis¬ 
sion. 

The ARES program evolved out 
of the fiasco of the summer of 1998, 
when power suppliers, many of 

them with no more assets than a 

telephone, brokered power be¬ 
tween the people who generated it 

and those who sold it on the open 

market. Often, they sold more 

power than they had available, and 
their miscalculations resulted in a 

spike in power costs and some de¬ 
faults on power supply contracts. 

To prevent such occurrences in 
the future, retail electric suppliers 
are now required to become ARES, 
and must be certified by the Illinois 
Commerce Commission. Before ap¬ 
proval, the Commerce Commission 
looks at whether the ARES appli¬ 
cant has the financial, technical and 
administrative experience necessary 
to conduct business in the state. 

EnerStar has met those qualifica¬ 
tions and is now in the market. “Al¬ 
though EnerStar Power could 
potentially lose energy sales to com¬ 
petitors,” says Tom Hentz, presi¬ 
dent/CEO, “we think our members 
should have a choice and we re not 
at all afraid of competition.” 

The deregulation law recognizes 
that there are three steps involved 
in getting electricity from the 
power plant to the end consumer. 

First, there is the production, or 
generation, of electricity, at the 

power plant. Then there’s transmis¬ 

sion, which involves moving huge 

quantities of electricity over many 

miles of line, often at 69,000 volts 
or higher. Transmission lines are the 

large lines that usually go cross¬ 
country, often on metal structures. 

Inside this issue... 

Low-income help available, 
Ready for the future 16c 

Kids’ electric safety, Warm up, 
EnerStar Resources l6d 

Phased-in schedule 

When can I make a choice? 
The law provides for a phased- 
in schedule for customer 

choice. 

•Non-residential, retail cus¬ 

tomers that meet the follow¬ 

ing requirements will be able 

to choose their electric sup¬ 

plier: 

1) All customers with average 

electric demand of 4 mega¬ 

watts and greater, 

2) Commonly owned com¬ 

mercial customers who op¬ 

erate 10 or more sites which 

total at least 9 5 megawatts 

of demand; 

3) Non-governmental, non- 
residential customers under 

common ownership may 

participate in a separate lot¬ 

tery within the group to 

ensure that 33 percent of 

their consumption may ex¬ 

ercise choice; 

4) One third of all remaining 

non-residential customers 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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They deliver the electricity to sub¬ 
stations, which step the voltage 
down. Substations then meter the 
electricity, condition it so it’s at a 
steady voltage, and put it into the 
third phase of the delivery grid, the 
distribution system. 

Distribution lines, like those op¬ 

erated by EnerStar, are those you see 
down roadsides all over rural areas. 

These lines usually carry 7,200 volts. 
The current deregulation law cov¬ 

ers just the first portion, the gen¬ 
eration. “The law opens up the 
generation side to competition,” 
Hentz says, “and unless the con¬ 
sumer chooses differently, he will 
continue to have the same supplier 
he has now, and his current sup¬ 
plier will handle all three steps. I’d 
like to emphasize that nobody is re¬ 
quired to change. 

“The law is carefully drawn to 
protect those who change suppli¬ 
ers,” he added, “so the distribution 
provider doesn’t shortchange them 
on service.” 

Joe Somerset, senior vice presi¬ 
dent of marketing and business de¬ 
velopment for EnerStar, notes that 
he expects the move to provide a 
new revenue stream for EnerStar. 

“There are three main benefits to 
our members,” he adds, “and the 
main one is that it opens up our 
territory so people can shop around 
to get the best possible price. Re¬ 
structuring allows customers to 
choose who supplies the generation 
portion of their service. The sup¬ 
plier can be the current electric util¬ 
ity, or another one. Since we ll be 
offering power to other areas, 
people in those areas will be able 

to buy from another ARES, or us. 

“We believe that’ll open up a new 

revenue stream for us, and we think 

we’ll be competitive enough that 

we can do well in the open market. 
‘And while it’s not tangible itself, 

becoming an ARES enables us to 

join a small group of elite power 

suppliers that are on the cutting 

edge of the industry. It shows that 
EnerStar Power is ahead of the re¬ 

cent trends that are occurring in the 
utility industry.” 

Brent Reyher, EnerStar vice 
president of energy resources, 
notes that deregulation is being 
phased in gradually. One-third of 
the state’s commercial electric cus¬ 
tomers served by investor-owned 
utilities (lOUs) began the process 
in October 1999 (see sidebar). 

“All commercial customers of 
lOUs will be able to choose new 
wholesale power suppliers as of 
Jan. 1, 2001. IOU residential cus¬ 
tomers and those served by partici¬ 
pating cooperatives and municipal 
utilities will be included,” he 
added. 

EnerStar Power presently serves 
5,000 members in Clark, Coles, 
Douglas, Edgar and Vermilion 
counties. “We’ll compete for new 
customers with the state’s large in¬ 
vestor-owned utilities,” he contin¬ 
ued, “but we purchase power from 
Cinergy Corp. of Ohio, Central Il¬ 
linois Light Co. of Peoria and Illi¬ 
nois Power Co. of Decatur. Current 
suppliers will provide local wire 
service, even if the customer 
chooses another wholesale power 
supplier,” he added. 

Safeguards have been built into 
the system to prevent abuse. For 
example, suppliers must obtain 
written permission from a customer 
before switching their service from 
another supplier, a situation that 
has been a problem in the deregu¬ 
lation of the telephone industry. 

The law requires that marketing 
materials discussing terms and 
prices be accurate, and, as men¬ 
tioned earlier, all ARES must be cer¬ 
tified by the ICC. Lists of suppliers 
will be made available, and the ICC 

has a website at www.icc.state.il./ 

pluginillinois, which offers a com¬ 
plete listing. 

The law is careful to spell out 

customers’ rights, and they include 
a prohibition of unauthorized 

switching of suppliers. Also, before 
beginning to provide service, a 
supplier must provide a “Terms of 

service agreement” that spells out 

charges, the length of the contract, 

a process for notification of 

changes in terms of service, and a 

(Continued from page 16a) 

selected through a lottery 

approved by the ICC. 

Choice of electric service 

suppliers is phased in for 

certain ComEd industrial/ 

manufacturing customers. 

All remaining non-resi- 

dential customers in the 

service area. 

May 1, 2002 

• All residential customers 

in the service area. 

toll-free number to call. 
Customers are entitled to obtain 

their billing and usage data from 
their supplier, but may be required 
to pay a reasonable fee. 

All electric utilities and ARES are 

required to provide a customer ser¬ 
vice call center where customers can 
receive assistance and information. 

EnerStar already had plans for a 
24-hour staffed call center prior to 
learning of the requirement in the 
ARES legislation. “EnerStar is staffed 
24-hours by professionally trained 
employees because we believe it is 
in the best interest of our member,” 
say Hentz. 

That, in a large nutshell, is where 
the electric utility industry is going 
in the future, and EnerStar Power 

Corp. plans to be a major player in 

the industry. 

Touchstone Energy " 
The power of human connections 
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Low income energy assistance available 

The Low Income Energy Assis¬ 
tance Program (LIHEAP) is designed 
to assist eligible households pay for 
winter energy services. LIHEAP will 
provide a one-time benefit to eli¬ 
gible households to be used for 
energy bills. The amount of the pay¬ 
ment is determined by household 
size, fuel type and income. 

What do you have to do? Contact 
the local agency that serves your area. 
The agency that serves east-central 
Illinois is the Embarrass River Basin 
Agency (ERBA) at 465-4911 in Edgar 
County or 932-5272 in Clark County. 

Applications for assistance are 
accepted on Monday, and Tuesday. 
When you apply for assistance you 

EnerStar - ready for the 

In the scheme of things, it has 
not been that long since the first 
leaders of electric co-ops turned the 
lights on in rural America just a little 
more than sixty years ago. However, 
today, in terms of where technol¬ 
ogy has taken us, and when nearly 
everyone in the country has elec¬ 
tricity, those days seem very far away. 

As electric deregulation sweeps 
across the state of Illinois, you will 
be hearing much talk about the fu¬ 
ture of the electric utility business. 
You will hear from our competition, 
investor-owned utilities whose com¬ 
mitment is to their shareholders. 
You will hear from out-of-state Wall 
Street companies, looking to make 
even bigger profits. In addition, you 
will hear from us, your electric co¬ 
operative - a company committed to 
local service and local values. 

All across America locally owned 
electric cooperatives like EnerStar 
Power are preparing for the future. 
Our future, backed by a long his¬ 
tory of community service, has two 
very important parts. 

First, it is commitment to the very 
best electric utility company you can 
find anywhere. EnerStar is dedi¬ 
cated to providing modern, state- 
of-the-art service to our members. 
We understand how important reli¬ 
able service is to you in an increas- 

need the following: (1) Proof of 
gross income from all household 
members for the 30-day period 
prior to application date: (2) A copy 
of your current heat and electric 
bills; (3) Proof of Social Security 
numbers for all household mem¬ 
bers; (4) If a member of your house¬ 
hold received TANF, you must bring 
their “Medical Eligibility Card”; (5) 
If you rent your home, proof of your 
rental agreement, which must state 
your monthly rent amount may be 
necessary. 

The agency will determine if you 
are eligible for assistance. If you are 
eligible, ERBA will make the appro¬ 
priate payments to your energy 

future 

ing unreliable world. 
Second, we have an unbreakable 

commitment to the communities we 
serve. Our competition’s first loy¬ 
alty must be to its investors, who 
expect a share of the profits from 
the communities they serve. Our loy¬ 
alty is to our members and the local 
community. Locally controlled elec¬ 
tric companies keep the profits and 
resources they earn in the commu¬ 
nity to benefit the people they serve. 

This vision of the future is also 
captured in our “neighbor-helping- 
neighbor” philosophy. Whether it is 
helping with a neighborhood watch 
program, putting up lights at the 
baseball field, or working in hor¬ 
rible weather conditions to restore 
your power during a storm, 
EnerStar’s first priority is to its com¬ 
munity. 

As we enter the world of cus¬ 
tomer choice, you will hear a lot 
about, and from, your locally owned 
electric cooperative. EnerStar will 
provide you with information you 
need to make wise choices regard¬ 
ing your energy supplier. EnerStar 
will provide information regarding 
the changes at your electric coop¬ 
erative. 

The demands of the changing 
electric utility marketplace will be 
challenging. Nevertheless, it is a fu- 

provider(s) on your behalf or, in 
some cases, directly to you. 

Above are the income eligibility 
guidelines for the ILHEAP program. 
For more information, contact the 
office nearest you. 

Income eligibility: 
30-days period to application 

Family size 30-day income 
1 $ 858 
2 1,152 

3 1,446 
4 1,740 
5 2,034 
6 2,328 

ture that has all of us just as excited 
as the pioneers of electric coopera¬ 
tives must have been when they first 
turned on the lights more than sixty 
years ago. The staff of EnerStar looks 
forward to serving you for another 
fifty years. 

EnerStar Power 
Annual Meeting 

of Members 

Saturday, 
March 4,2000 

Crestwood School, 
Paris 

Watch for more 
details regarding 

the Annual 
Meeting of 

Members in the 
February issue of 
this publication! 
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Oh baby! Keep little ones safe from electric shock 
Ask any parent. Electrical outlets, cords and light 

bulb sockets fascinate small children. They seem to 
think that those tiny little slots in an outlet were de¬ 
signed for them to put their fingers in. Moreover, a 
wayward cord is just asking to be pulled. 

“Babyproofing” your home should start with look¬ 
ing for electrical hazards — protecting your little ones 
from shocks is actually very simple. For the minimal 
cost of outlet covers, you can keep those tiny fingers 
out of the outlets. Some types totally block unused 
outlets; others allow you to use the outlet but make it 
impossible for a child to insert fingers, pencils, pen¬ 
nies or anything else. 

Babies — and pets, too — are also attracted to power 
cords. They like to chew on them, play with them, 
pull on them and even get tangled in them. By using a 

Warm up to winter driving 
It is a funny thing, winter driving. At the beginning 

of the season, there are definitely two different types 
of people on the road. First is the overcautious type 
that drive too slowly. On the other hand is the over¬ 
confident type that drive much too fast. Neither is ideal, 
because both can result in fender benders or more se¬ 
rious conditions. Most drivers could probably use some 
friendly reminders to ease the tension of winter driv¬ 
ing. Winter driving can be fun and hazard-free, if you 
just follow some basic driving rules. 

• Gauge your tire grip by braking hard at a slow speed 
(in no traffic). This test will help you adjust your 
braking distance and speed. 

• Always drive slowly in ice and snow. 
• Avoid using hard or jerky movements to control 

the brakes, the accelerator or the steering wheel. 
• Conduct one driving maneuver at a time. For ex¬ 

cord shortener to secure loose lengths, stapling (care¬ 
fully, to avoid punctures) or taping down cords, or 
securing cords behind heavy furniture, you can avoid 
the risk of your child pulling a lamp down or chok¬ 
ing on the cord. 

Some items like fans, irons, space heaters and the 
like, should be unplugged and put away when not in 
use. In the kitchen, make certain that the cords of 
small appliances, such as toasters, toaster ovens and 
coffee makers, are not in reach of your child. A few 
easy, inexpensive steps like these will help you en¬ 
sure your baby’s safety. 

Do you have questions about electrical safety in 
your home? Call EnerStar for assistance. Your electric 
cooperative is always glad to help. 

ample, brake when your vehicle is in a straight 
line before a curve, take your foot off the brake as 
you steer into the corner and accelerate only af¬ 
ter you are out of it. 

• Be careful when you cross intersections; they can 
become especially slippery. 

• Never accelerate or decelerate while you change 
lanes. 

• Avoid understeering. If you take a turn too wide, 
you risk sliding. You may also veer into another 
lane of traffic if you understeer. 

• Never oversteer on a curve. If you turn the wheel 
too sharply, you also risk sliding. 

• Avoid spinning your tires when you are stuck in 
snow. Gently rock your car back and forth by ap¬ 
plying gentle pressure on the accelerator and the 
brake until you become unstuck. 

Telephone: 
Paris (800) 343-5800 

or 
Casey (800) 932-5212 

For your winter heating needs call 

EnerStar Resources 
A division of EnerStar Power 

• 24 hour 
emergency 
service 

• Competitive 
prices 

• Budget billing 

• Drive-by fills or 
call-in delivery 

• Prompt and 
courteous 
service 
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A celebration of service 
EnerStar Power Annual Meeting of Members 

This March 2000, EnerStar 
members will join in a time of 
celebration at the Annual 
Meeting of Members. The co¬ 
operative will mark 61 years of 
service. 

EnerStar Power Corp is part 
of a network of over 1000 elec¬ 
tric cooperatives across the 
country. Annual meetings are a 
basic part of the world of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. Decisions 
made at annual meetings help 
the cooperative not only de¬ 
termine what the cooperative 
will do to improve electric ser¬ 
vice, but how the cooperative 
can help make this community 
a better place to live and work. 
Members in attendance at this 
year’s annual meeting will 
elect fellow members to lead 
the cooperative on the board 
of directors. The Annual Meet¬ 
ing is a great opportunity to 
have your voice heard at your 
electric utility. 

The annual meeting reaf¬ 
firms five essential qualities 
that make our service second 
to none. 

First, your cooperative is a 
local business that is part of 
this community. Because you 

own a part of that company, 
you have the opportunity to 
influence important decisions 
at the cooperative by electing 
local leaders to represent your 
interests. 

Second, people from your 
community who understand 
what is happening in the com¬ 
munity staff your cooperative. 
Our closeness to you allows us 
to provide better service than 
a phone-bank operator sitting 
in an office building a thou¬ 
sand miles away. 

Third, your cooperative 
uses high technology to de¬ 
liver state of the art service at 
the lowest possible price. We 
are making the improvements 
necessary to provide you with 
a higher level of service that 
today’s technology requires. 

Fourth, your cooperative is 
working to improve energy ef¬ 
ficiency to lower your monthly 
electric statements. Each 
month, this publication carries 
helpful information that you 
can put to use to keep your 
energy bills as low as possible. 

Finally your electric coop¬ 
erative enhances your 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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ENERSTAR POWER CORP 

Annual Meeting 
of Members 

Saturday, 
March 4, 2000 

Crestwood School, 
Paris, II 

Member Breakfast 

7:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Member Registration 

7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Business meeting 

10 a.m. 

Door prizes 

Starts at 10 a.m., 
throughout and at 

closing of the meeting 
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community’s quality of life by 
performing even the smallest 
community service. Whether it 
is a line worker stopping to 
help a stranger change a flat 
tire or the cooperative assist¬ 
ing with the latest fund drive, 
these good deeds build a 
stronger sense of community 

in all of us. 
All these qualities work to¬ 

gether to help make this elec¬ 
tric cooperative an important 
part of the local community. 
Every year, the cooperative 
celebrates its commitment to 
the community by holding its 
annual meeting. Your partici¬ 

pation in the annual meeting 
will help make this year’s cel¬ 
ebration even better. 

EnerStar Power Corp will 
hold its 61st Annual Meeting of 
Members. Crestwood School, 
located on Route 150, just east 
of Paris will again be the site of 
the annual meeting. 

Nominating committee met Jan. 6 
During the month of Febru¬ 

ary, EnerStar members should 
expect to receive the notice of 
the cooperative’s annual meet¬ 
ing. 

The 61st Annual Meeting of 
the Edgar Electric Cooperative 
Association, doing business as 
EnerStar Power Corp, will be 
held on Saturday, March 4, 
2000. 

Business to be conducted at 
this meeting includes the pre¬ 
sentation of the treasurer’s re¬ 
ports by the secretary-treasurer, 
election of three directors for a 
term of three years, and the 
transaction of such other busi¬ 

ness that may prop¬ 
erly come before 
the meeting. 

As set forth in the 
bylaws, a nominat¬ 
ing committee was 
appointed by the 
board of directors to 
select members to be 
presented to the 
membership as candi¬ 
dates for the board of 
directors. Members 
appointed to serve on 
the nominating com¬ 
mittee were: Robert Randall of 
Chrisman, George Step of 
Paris, Dan Stephens of 

Marshall, John Dyer of Paris, 
Kevin Julian of Metcalf, 
Mike Farris of Dennison, 

William Guyer of Kansas, 
and John Redman of 
Martinsville. 
The nominating com¬ 

mittee met on January 6, 
2000, and selected the 
following members as 
candidates: District 7 - 
Tom DeWitt of Brocton; 
District 8 - John Fell of 
Kansas; and District 9 - 
Gene Higgbotham of 

Martinsville. All nominations 
are for three-year terms. 

Know if you can vote! 

Determining voting rights 
appears to be complicated, but 
really it’s not. Just remember 
these points. 

• If only one person signed 
the membership application, 
then only that person votes. 
The membership belongs to 
who signed the membership 
application. 

• If both husband and wife 
signed the membership appli¬ 
cation, then either may cast 
one vote for that membership 
Sometimes, a membership 
was taken out before the 
member was married. In that 
case, the new spouse may not 
vote for the membership. A 
single membership can easily 
be made joint by simply filling 
out a form. Call our office for 
details. 

• If you pay your landlord 
for the electrical usage at a lo¬ 
cation and their name is on 

the top line of the bill, you 
can’t vote for that location. It’s 
their membership, not yours. 

• If a parent or relative dies 
and you are appointed execu¬ 
tor, you cannot vote for that 
membership. It does not trans¬ 
fer. Also, a membership trans¬ 
fers to the surviving spouse 
only if it was a joint member¬ 
ship. 

If you have any questions 
concerning your membership 
status, please call the office. We 
will be happy to answer your 
questions. 
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Why do electric bills go up in the winter? 

It’s a good question. Even if 
you do not use electric heat, 
you may notice that your bills 
are higher during the colder 
months. Several factors can 
contribute to those higher 
bills, including: 

Warm baths feel great on 
cold days — and heating 
extra water can increase 
your consumption and 
your electric bill. Be sure 
your water heater is prop¬ 
erly insulated if it is in an 
unheated space, and have 
it checked for leaks. 

* Winter brings holidays, 
which often mean addi¬ 
tional cooking and baking, 
and those bright holiday 

lights, all of which can 
raise your usage of elec¬ 
tricity. 

■3S* Shorter days and longer 
nights mean lights stay on 
longer both inside and 
out. 

* Most heating systems use 
electricity for some func¬ 
tions, such as operating 
the fan, and many run al¬ 
most continuously when it 
is very cold. 

’X* You may be using space 
heaters in garages, base¬ 
ments or other unheated 
spaces. 

•Sr That electric blanket or 
heating pad that feels so 
cozy on cold nights can 

cost another dollar or so 
to operate. 
You may be using engine 
block heaters on your cars 
or equipment. 

•3fr Most consumers use the 
clothes dryer more often 
in winter. 

Even if your bills are higher 
during winter, electricity re¬ 
mains one of the best values 
around! Just think of the many 
conveniences that electricity 
provides! 

No matter how you define it, electric cooperatives are good for America. We 
provide at-cost power, reliably and affordably, to businesses and individuals alike. 
That’s the way it’s been for decades. And that’s the way it will stay. 

Now, electric cooperatives across the United States are coming together in a 

nationwide alliance called Touchstone Energy® . 
We’re not changing our name, our ownership, or our commitment to you. 

Your business and your voice are still very important to us. 

As a Touchstone Energy® partner, well be sharing ideas and advanced 

technologies while continuing our dedication to businesses and individuals in the 

communities we serve. 

Touchstone Energy®. It’s the definition of what service should be. 

EnerStar Power Corp. 
http://www. touchstoneenergy.com A Touchstone Energy’ Partner 
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The role of the board of directors 

The board of directors of EnerStar Power is 
elected by cooperative members as representa¬ 
tives. On behalf of the membership, the direc¬ 
tor serves on a part-time basis and attends 
board and committee meetings. Board training 
and seminars are a necessary part of being a 
board member. It is vital that the cooperative 
board of directors be provided current infor¬ 
mation and continue to improve the skills of 
being a board member. 

The National Rural Electric Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) has an ex¬ 
tensive training program for directors of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. The EnerStar board of 
directors believes strongly in the training that 
the NRECA provides. The board established a 
policy that urges all EnerStar board members 
to complete the NRECA training program 
within a two-year period. EnerStar is fortunate 
to have several board members that meet 
these criteria. 

All EnerStar board members are taking 
classes to improve their skills. Classes are 
based on a variety of topics including financial 
planning, director duties, rate issues and em¬ 
ployee issues. 

The EnerStar board attends a variety of re¬ 
gional meetings that discuss “hot topics” in the 
electric industry. NRECA and private consult¬ 
ants provide cooperative board and manage¬ 
ment with the necessary tools and information 
to ensure that EnerStar Power remains one of 
the leading electric cooperatives in the nation. 

Specifically, 
your board of di¬ 
rectors does the 
following: 

1. Determines 
policy 
guidelines 
for the daily 
operations of the 
cooperative. 

2. Employs the manager to direct operations 
and employees. 

3. Determines a workplan and budget. 
4. Sets rate and fee schedules for service. 
5. Enters into contracts for power supply, 

services and loans for capital improve¬ 
ments. 

6. Evaluates the performance of the coopera¬ 
tive and its managers. 

7. Reports to cooperative members on the fi¬ 
nancial condition of the cooperative at 
the annual meeting. 

EnerStar Power directors, along with fellow 
directors in this country’s nearly 1,000 electric 
cooperative systems, face a monumental task 
since their utilities maintain about one-half of 
all the power lines in this country. Yet these co¬ 
operatives have only about one-sixth of all the 
electric utility revenue. Their interest in their 
cooperative is purely service — to their neigh¬ 
bors and their community. 

Telephone: 

Paris (800) 343-5800 
or 

Casey (800) 932-5212 

For your winter heating needs call 

EnerStar Resources 
A division of EnerStar Power 

• 24 hour • Drive-by fills 
emergency or 
service call-in delivery 

• Competitive • Prompt and 
prices courteous 

• Budget billing service 
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Taking America’s fastest growing 
communities to new heights 

More than a year ago, 
EnerStar Power Corp joined 
forces with hundreds of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives across the 
country to develop a unified 
brand to advance our greatest 
competitive advantage — our 
unique relationship with you, 
our customer. We want the 
communities we serve to fly 
high in the 21st century 

That is why EnerStar is com¬ 

mitted to providing state-of- 
the-art technology and per¬ 
sonalized service at affordable 
rates. We have built a reputa¬ 
tion for integrity, accountabil¬ 
ity, innovation and community 
commitment. We will be there 
for you — helping propel our 
local communities to new 
heights. 

As a customer of a Touch¬ 
stone Energy cooperative, you 

can be assured of quality ser¬ 
vice, community partnership 
and competitive prices from a 
company that considers you its 
number one priority. Already 
millions of homes and busi¬ 
nesses count on Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives for 
power. 

EnerStar Power is proud to 
be one of America’s 550 Touch¬ 
stone Energy Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. And when it comes to 
meeting the needs of your fam¬ 
ily and community, the sky’s 
the limit. 

ANNUAL 
MEETING 

news 
Due to the timing of 

printing this publication 
and the Annual Meeting of 
Members, information re¬ 
garding the Annual Meet¬ 
ing of members will be 
published in the April is¬ 
sue of this publication. 
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Flickering lights and hot bulbs may be signs of danger 

Just as an ambulance’s flash¬ 
ing light alerts you to an emer¬ 
gency, a flickering light bulb 
should also get your attention. 
Maybe the bulb is simply about 
to burn out. However, a flicker¬ 
ing bulb can sometimes be a 
symptom of a damaged light 
fixture or faulty electrical con¬ 
nection. It could possibly 
present a risk of electrical fire. 

Tim Haddix, manager of en¬ 
gineering at EnerStar, states 
that being on the safe side is 
important. “If you notice a 
flickering bulb, turn off the 

power immediately and check 
the connection to the fixture 
and its internal wiring.” 
Haddix adds that if you are 
not confident in your abilities, 
call an electrician. 

A lamp that burns too hot is 
also a danger, sometimes 
caused by using the wrong 
wattage bulb. If the wattage is 
too high, heat builds up and 
cannot escape. Haddix en¬ 
courages people to check the 
rating on their lamps and light 
fixtures to make sure they are 
using the right kind of bulb. It 

really could matter to your 
safety. 

In addition, Haddix stated it 
is a different issue if lights are 
flickering throughout the 
whole house. “Some flickering 
lights may just be a result of 
the weather, such as an ex¬ 
tremely windy day.” Neverthe¬ 
less, he added, if you are 
noticing your lights flickering 
on a continuous basis, he rec¬ 
ommends that you contact 
EnerStar. “We would want to 
check that particular section of 
line.” 

MEMBER 
f\ 

MAJOR CREDIT, DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED - 

At the request of the membership, 
EnerStar Power is now accepting Visa and 
MasterCard. Debit cards, that draw funds 
directly from a checking account, are also 
being accepted. 

The cooperative is reviewing several op¬ 
tions that will provide the membership 
with a greater variety of payment options. 
However, at this time, there are limitations 
for use of the cards. 

Credit card payments must be paid in 
person at the cooperative office. Members 
have the option to pay their electric bills, 
material purchases (meter bases, loops, 
etc.) and membership deposits. Other 
credit card payments can be made in spe¬ 
cial circumstances. If an unusual situation 

should arise, contact the cooperative’s cus¬ 
tomer service department. 

Please note: Clark-Edgar Rural Water Dis¬ 
trict is not accepting credit card payments 
at this time. 

If you have questions regarding the use 
of credit cards for EnerStar payments, you 
may contact Jane Brazelton at the coopera¬ 
tive office. 

NIGHT DEPOSITORY BOX AVAILABLE - 

If you are like many of our members, you 
work during the times that the cooperative 
office is open. And with your busy schedule, 
sometimes you might forget to mail your 
electric statement in time to meet the due 
date. 

EnerStar Power Corp has a night deposit 
box just for those occasions. The night box 
is located on the front of the building to the 
left of the first window. 

When using the night box, please enclose 
your electric statement and check in the en¬ 
velope provided. The cooperative discour¬ 
ages members from leaving cash in the 
night deposit box. 

Any payments left in the night box after 8 
a m. will be posted the next day. If you have 
a payment due that day, you will need to 
bring it in to the cooperative office. 
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Whether it is a strong winter 

wind or heavy spring thunder¬ 
storms, Mother Nature can create 
havoc on any electric distribution 
system. Rural electric cooperatives 
are no exception to that rule. 
Sometimes, the wide-open coun¬ 
tryside can make electric systems 
even more susceptible to weather- 
related power outages. 

To understand how EnerStar 
gets the lights back on for its 
members, it is important to under¬ 
stand how electricity arrives at 
your home. Electricity passes 
through several components be¬ 
fore you flip the switch. 

Electric utilities, whether it is a 
cooperative, a municipal system, 
or investor owned, are intercon¬ 
nected through a series of power 
lines often referred to as “the 
grid”. Generating stations produce 
electricity. There are many types of 
generating stations such as coal 
fired, steam, gas powered tur¬ 
bines, or wind powered turbines, 
to name a few. 

When electricity leaves the gen¬ 
erating station, it is transmitted or 
“wheeled” across long distances 
via high voltage transmission lines. 
Most electric devices are designed 
to use energy at a much lower 
level. Therefore, voltage must be 
reduced. Voltage reduction is ac¬ 
complished at utility substations. 
Step-down transformers reduce 
the voltage, for example, from 
138,000 volts to 35,000 volts. 
These sub-transmission circuits 
then feed distribution substations, 
where once again the voltage is 
reduced. 

Distribution lines are the lines 
we commonly see running parallel 
to our county roads. These lines 
carry the energy to our individual 
service lines. At the pole where 
your service line begins, the volt¬ 
age is reduced once more to a 
level that is required by the elec¬ 
tric devices attached to the main 
service panel (often 220 volts). 

Investor owned utilities (lOU’s) 
typically own generation, transmis¬ 
sion, sub-transmission, and distri¬ 
bution. Many cooperatives or 
municipal systems often do not 
own transmission, and therefore 
rely upon another entity, typically 

an IOU, to deliver the energy that 
they have contracted for. While all 
electric utilities are able to pur¬ 
chase power from any generator 
they choose and wheel that power 
to their system, they may not have 
direct control of every system over 
which that energy is delivered. 

Due to high costs of building 
and maintaining transmission sys¬ 
tems, the Federal Energy Regula¬ 
tory Commission (FERC), has 
deemed that transmission systems 
must remain a monopoly. FERC 
will set transmission policy and 
rates. 

EnerStar purchases transmission 
privileges from Ameren/CIPS, 
which allows them to “wheel” en¬ 
ergy across Ameren’s high voltage 
transmission lines to EnerStar’s 
distribution system. 

It is important to note that an 
interruption in service can occur 
at any point along this chain. Only 
EnerStar personnel can remedy 
those interruptions that occur be¬ 
tween the distribution substation 
and your home. Although inter¬ 
ruptions occur less frequently at 
the transmission voltage level, 
these often affect larger numbers 
of members and are of utmost 
concern to your cooperative. Dur¬ 
ing these outages, we maintain 
close contact with Ameren/CIPS 
personnel, in order to ensure that 
service is restored to our members 
as soon as possible. We are at the 
mercy of other electric utilities at 
that point. These types of situa¬ 
tions can very frustrating to our 

Operations and Engineering De¬ 
partment at times. As well, it can 
be very frustrating to EnerStar 
members when the power outage 
is prolonged. 

When outages occur, the goal 
of all EnerStar Power employees is 
to restore power to the members 
as soon as possible. When the co¬ 
operative is experiencing multiple 
power outages, it’s goal is to re¬ 
store electrical service to the great¬ 
est number of members in the 
shortest amount of time. Coopera¬ 
tive employees begin at the power 
source and work out to the indi¬ 
vidual services along the system. 
Dangerous problems, such as 
downed power lines, are attended 
to as soon as possible. 

Electric utility systems are con¬ 
structed with protective devices 
such as fuses and circuit breakers. 
These confine the outage to spe¬ 
cific area, therefore limiting the 
number of members affected by 
the power interruption. For ex¬ 
ample, if a tree falls on a tap line, 
only that line would be without 
service. Other members served 
from the main distribution line 
would still have service, although 
their lights may blink momentarily. 

The accompanying sketch de¬ 
picts one out-of-service main dis¬ 
tribution line downstream from a 
substation. A tree has fallen and 
snapped all three lines. This, no 
doubt, can be repeated many 
times along the length of the cir¬ 
cuit. Crews would patrol the cir- 

(Continued onpg I6d) 
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cult to remove the trees and splice 
the lines. When all the three-phase 
lines are intact, the circuit can be 
re-energized. 

The area containing Houses # 2 
and # 3, which are serviced by an 
underground tap line, would have 
power. The line crews would then 
patrol each single-phase line, re¬ 
pair the damage, and Houses # 4 
and # 3 would then have electric¬ 
ity. Crews would then splice the 
broken wires at House # 1. 

particular circuit would now have 
electricity, assuming the substation 
was still receiving power form the 
transmission line. It, too, could 
have been dealt the same blows as 
the EnerStar distribution line. 
When an outage is contained in 
the EnerStar distribution system, 
you can assist us in restoring your 
electricity as soon as possible. If 
you know the location of downed 
wires or broken poles, report 
those situations to the customer 

alert our representative of any 
loud noises that you might have 
heard. 

With your help and with our 
experience, EnerStar Power Corp 
will restore your power outage in 
an efficient and effective manner. 
If you have further questions 
about how electric service is re¬ 
stored after a storm or other out¬ 
age, contact the Engineering and 
Operations Department at 
EnerStar Power. 

Why do electric bills 

in the winter? 
It’s a good question. Even if you do not use elec¬ 

tric heat, you may notice that your bills are higher 
during the colder months. Several factors can con¬ 
tribute to those higher bills, including: 
0 Warm baths feel great on cold days — and heat¬ 

ing extra water can increase your consumption 
and your electric bill. Be sure your water heater 

is properly insulated if it is in an unheated space, 
and have it checked for leaks. 

0 Winter brings holidays, which often mean addi¬ 
tional cooking and baking, and those bright holi¬ 
day lights, all of which can raise your electricity 
usage. 

0 Shorter days and longer nights mean lights stay 
on longer both inside and out. 

0 Most heating systems use electricity for some 
functions, such as operating the fan, and many 
run almost continuously when it is very cold. 

Hi You may be using space heaters in garages, base¬ 
ments or other unheated spaces. 

0 That electric blanket or heating pad that feels so 
cozy on cold nights can cost another dollar or so 
to operate. 

m You may be using engine block heaters on your 
cars or equipment. 

!§| Most consumers use the clothes dryer more often 
in winter. 

Even if your bills are higher during winter, elec¬ 
tricity remains one of the best values around! Just 
think of the many conveniences that electricity pro¬ 
vides! 

ENERSTAR POWER CORE 

11397 IL Hwy 1 

PO. Box 190 

Paris, Illinois 61944 

(217) 463-4145 

Office hours: 
8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F, 

8 a.m. — noon Saturday 

For your winter heating needs call 

ENERSTAR RESOURCES 
A division of EnerStar Power 

Telephone: 
Paris (800) 343-5800 

or 
Casey (800) 932-5212 

24 hour 
emergency 
service 
Competitive 
prices 
Budget billing 
Drive-by fills or 
call-in delivery 
Prompt and 
courteous 
service 
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Inside this issue... 

Low income energy 

assistance 18c 

Touchstone Energy 18d 

Rate decrease coining soon 

Three area men were re-elected to the board of directors of EnerStar Power 
Corp, a member-owned energy cooperative based in Paris. The election was 
held Saturday, March 4. From the left are John Fell of Kansas, Tom Hentz, 

president/CEO and Gene Higgbotham of Martinsville. Not pictured is Tom 
DeWitt of Brocton. They will serve three-year terms. 

Edgar Electric Co-operative Association, 

now doing business as EnerStar Power Corp, 

is changing more than just its name. Mem¬ 

bers attending the co-op’s 6lst annual meet¬ 

ing Saturday, March 4, at Crestwood School 

in Paris, learned EnerStar’s board, manage¬ 

ment and employees were making good on 

commitments made at the previous annual 

meetings. EnerStar Power will be providing 

new energy services and lower rates. 

A substantial rate decrease is on track 

and the average electric bill should go from 

$127.88 to $86.94 effective Dec. 1, 2000, an¬ 

nounced Tom Hentz, president/CEO. “To 

make this rate decrease possible we’ve been 

on a fast pace to pay down our debt,” said 

Hentz. “In 1997 our debt for the Soyland 

Power buyout was $10,390,744. As of Jan. 1 

our debt was down to $3,221,179 ” 

Hentz also said the co-op plans to return 

capital credit payments to members in Au¬ 

gust. EnerStar leaders plan to propose a by¬ 

law change to address the way the co-op 

pays back capital credits at the next annual 

meeting. If approved, the co-op would pay 

back capital credits to both past and current 

members. However, members at this year’s 

meeting passed an advisory motion, recom¬ 

mending to the board that the old capital 

credit accounts be paid first before paying 

any new capital credits. 

On the new service side, the co-op plans 

to implement an innovative interactive voice 

response system that will improve outage re¬ 

porting and power restoration. 

EnerStar Power continues to aggressively 

pursue new options in the newly deregulated 

electric utility market. EnerStar is the first 

and only Illinois electric cooperative to be 

approved as an alternative retail electric sup¬ 

plier (ARES). Commercial and industrial 

customers of investor owned utilities are al¬ 

ready allowed to select a new power supplier. 

Residential customers will have a choice 

starting May 1, 2002. “Becoming an ARES 

allows EnerStar Power to not only give our 

members choice, it also allows us to sell 

power to new customers outside our tradi¬ 

tional service territory,” said Hentz. Although 

many commercial customers have switched 

from Commonwealth Edison to another sup¬ 

plier, EnerStar Power is the first ARES to 

convince an Ameren/CIPS customer to 

switch. “It gives me a warm fuzzy feeling to 

know that we really can compete. I think the 

(continued on 16b) 
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President/CEO 
Tom Hentz 
speaks. He told 
members that 
EnerStar will 
soon have a 
major rate 

decrease, and 

that the co-op 

is busy 

entering 
several new 

ventures. 

Many members 

were 
interested in 

the Clark- 
Edgar Rural 

Water District 

map. 

people at the Illinois Commerce Commis¬ 

sion celebrated just about as much as we 

did, knowing that deregulation really was be¬ 

ginning to work in Illinois,” said Hentz. 

In the future EnerStar also plans to pro¬ 

vide power scheduling services for other co¬ 

operatives, increasing EnerStar’s buying 

power, reducing wholesale power costs and 

significantly increasing non-operating rev¬ 

enue. 

Hentz also reported that in addition to its 

new propane service, the cooperative re¬ 

cently purchased Computer Wares Inc. 

(CWI). The locally-owned business special¬ 

izes in computer sales and repair. CWI is the 

leading Internet service provider in the area. 

Jim Lewis, former owner of CWI, will remain 

as manager of the business. The new subsid¬ 

iary will help the co-op expand Internet ser¬ 

vice into rural areas at a competitive price 

and increase the co-op’s use of new com¬ 

puter technology in areas such as on-line 

billing and payment, plus operation of its 

ARES business. 

EnerStar is working on adapting other 

new technology to the electric business. For 

example, the co-op will be using global posi¬ 

tioning systems (GPS) to provide more accu¬ 

rate engineering, service location 

management and mobile data systems for 

dispatch and vehicle location. 

On the power supply side of the business, 

EnerStar is actively involved in testing new 

technology generically called distributed gen¬ 

eration. One of the new distributed genera¬ 

tion technologies is called a microturbine. 

Basically a jet engine tied to a generator and 

fueled by gas, the microturbine could be lo¬ 

cated at a substation or large manufacturing 

facility. A smaller technology called a fuel cell 

could be practical for residential consumers. 

EnerStar will be one of the first cooperatives 

to install a test model at the end of March. 

Fuel cells power NASA’s space shuttle and 

produce electricity and heat. By recovering 

the waste heat, the fuel cells should produce 

electricity at about 74 a kWh. Hentz said, 

“Managing our power supply portfolio is our 

most important job. To manage the risks and 

cost of power supply our portfolio will in¬ 

clude a mix of market-based power, a long¬ 

term power supply contract, possibly some 

of our own peaking power generation and 

distributed generation like the fuel cell and 

microturbines.” 

EnerStar Power Corp 

11597IL Hwy 1 • RO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F, • 8 a.m. — noon Saturday 
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“All these changes relate back to our mis¬ 

sion statement — ‘to improve the quality of 

life for the members we serve by actively 

supporting community development and 

serving their energy needs,’” said Hentz. 

Chairman David Hollis of Paris presided 

over the meeting of 333 registered members. 

Director elections were held and Tom DeWitt 

of Brocton, John Fell of Kansas, and Gene 

Higgbotham of Martinsville were re-elected 

to three-year terms. In other business a fi¬ 

nancial report was given by Secretary-Trea¬ 

surer Fell. 

EnerStar Power is a not-for-profit coop¬ 

erative serving 5,176 farms, homes and 

businesses located in mostly rural areas of 

Clark, Coles, Douglas, Edgar and Vermilion 

counties. The cooperative’s propane division, 

EnerStar Resources, has 3,500 customers. As usual, there was a good crowd: perhaps you can see yourself in this photo. 

Vendor 2000 Donation Winner Name 
Agri Gold Hybrids One Agrigold coat (size large) & one Agrigold hat 
Max & Diane’s $10 gift certificate Joy Cook 
B &J’s Restaurant Gift certificate for two 
Paris Feed & Animal Health Pair of cloth work gloves Eugene & Freda Setzer 
Country Companies Country Companies hat 
Mike Mooney, Inc Free oil change - filter & lube Charles & Viloa Hunter 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) Four lbs. of fine Italian Pumice Hand Cleaner 
Subway Certificate for One 6” sub or two 4'' round sandwiches Jack & Cora Crane 
Paris Ford-Lincoln & Mercury One set of quality car care products 
Paris Ford-Lincoln & Mercury Free oil change Ralph & Erma Kile 

Country Companies North American road atlas 
Citizens National Bank One Silver Eagle coin 
Scotty’s Tire Center One free tire rotation & balance Ralph & Ruby Cook 

Joes Pizza $10 gift certificate for Joe’s Pizza 
R&J’s Carton of “Goose Island” Rootbeer Twin Riders Saddle Club/Karen Hutchens 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) CarQuest hat 

Max & Diane’s $10 gift certificate Jim & Kathy Russell 
Pap-R-Products Four memo pads 
Steve Winkler Chevrolet Certificate for one free car wash Dolson Townhouse/Wm. Murphy 
Agri Gold Hybrids One Agrigold coat (size Large) & one Agrigold hat 
Paris IGA $15 gift certificate Hobart E. Dixon 
Paris 1st One American Eagle silver dollar 
Uliana Tire Company, Inc One certificate for /four-computer spin balance Michael Rauckman 
Effingham Equity in Marshall $10 gift certificate 
Pap-R-Products Four memo pads Bernice Vernon 
B &J’s Restaurant Gift certificate for two 
Paris Feed & Animal Health Pair of cloth work gloves Dean S. Perisho 

Country Companies North American Road Atlas 
Citizens National Bank One Silver Eagle coin 
Scotty’s Tire Center One firee tire rotation & balance Lester Smittkamp 
CarQuest Auto Parts ( Big A) Four lbs. of fine Italian Pumice Hand Cleaner 
Subway Certificate for one 6" sub or two 4" round sandwiches James Curran 
Effingham Equity in Marshall $10 gift certificate 
Auto Zone 16-piece tool box set Donald W & Faye Camp 
Country Companies Country Companies hat 
Mooney Motors in Chrisman One free lube, oil & filter and wash Tom Horton 
Country Companies Country Companies hat 
Mike Mooney, Inc Free oil change, filter & lube Glenn & Alpha Morgan 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) CarQuest hat 
Countryside Chevrolet - Chrisman One free lube, oil & filter and wash Minerva Laufman 
B &J’s Restaurant Gift certificate for two 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) One can of penetrating lubricant/multi-purpose 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) CarQuest hat Charles D. & Marjorie Latham 
Simply Irresistible [Lobby of Pinnell Hotel] Citrus vanilla candle in a jar 
Specialty Battery & Ray Aitken Trucking $20 gift certificate to Outback Cook Shack Paul & Lela Williams 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) Wall calendar 
State Farm Insurance - Terry Elston Vinyl-bound road atlas 
EnerStar Resources One free propane cylinder fill Melvin & Teresa Christenberry 
Evansville Trucking Fire extinguisher (grease, gasoline and electrical fires) 
Drake Scruggs Portable work lamp Terry & Debora Sturgell 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) Wall calendar 
State Farm Insurance - Terry Elston Vinyl-bound road atlas 
EnerStar Resources One free propane cylinder fill Casimer Trefz 
Bob’s Auto Parts Napa 14-piece screwdriver set Walter Kimble 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) Wall calendar 
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State Farm - Terry Elston Vinyl-bound road atlas 
EnerStar Resources One free propane cylinder fill Mitchel & Kaatje Camp 
Kirchner Building Center in Marshall Starter tool set 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) First-aid kit Sandra S. Neal 
Cartjuest Auto Parts (Big A) Wall calendar 
State Farm Insurance - Terry Elston Vinyl-bound road atlas 
EnerStar Resources One free propane cylinder fill Howard & Mabel Cox 
D-l Supply Time Mist air freshener kit 
Edgar County Bank & Trust 1999 United States Mint set proof/state quarters Paul & Gwen Orndorff 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) One can of penetrating lubricant/multi purpose 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) CarQuest hat 
Out Bank Cook Shack Restaurant $10 Gift Certificate Robert L. Bennett 
Delta Mobil Testing Butterly/birdhouse 
Out Back Cook Shack Restaurant $10 Gift Certificate Robert & Dorothy Lashbrook 
Keys Fertilizer Sales Gift Certificate for one quart of Roundup Ultra 
Pap-R-Products Four memo pads Ruby K. Cook 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) Wall calendar 
State Farm Insurance - Terry Elston Vinyl-bound road atlas 
EnerStar Resources One free propane cylinder fill Ann C. Gaffney 
Deuco Toy/bank digger derrick utility truck 
Uliana Tire Company, Inc. One Certificate for oil, lube and filter Jeff Carson 
CarQuest Auto Parts (Big A) Wall calendar 
State Farm Insurance Vinyl-bound road atlas 
EnerStar Resources One free propane cylinder fill Keith & Ann Kenney 
Bass Mollett Pen & pencil set 
Subway Certificate for one 6” sub or two 4” round sandwiches Kevin & Teresa Newcomer 
Keys Fertilizer Sales Gift certificate for one quart of Roundup Ultra 
Pap-R-Products Four memo pads Scott Newlin 
CarQuest Auto parts (Big A) Truck/cab organizer 
Steve Winkler Chevrolet Certificate for one free car wash Harold L. Cooper 
Keys Fertilizer Sales Gift certificate for one quart of Roundup Ultra 
Pap-R-Products Four memo pads Raymond Huey 
Paris Feed & Animal Health 50 lb. bag of dog food 
Henigman Oil Certificate for value of one barrel of crude oil Englum Grain Co. 
Bass Mollett Pen & pencil set 
Subway Certificate for one 6" sub or two 4” round sandwiches Michael Pruiett 
Keys Fertilizer Sales Gift certificate for one quart of Roundup Ultra 
Pap-R-Products Four memo pads Dean & Doris McConchie 
Wesco Ten gallon/2.5 HP West/Dry Shop Vac David & Bernadine Schiver 
Pools Bargain Center VCR ‘Gemini’ rewinder 
Citizens National Bank of Paris Silver Eagle coin Donald D. & Dixie Hart 
Wesco 35mm Vivitar camera & film 
Furry’s Quick Stop Free oil change Henry & Charles Setzer & Lanell Becker 
Cizitens National Bank of Paris Silver Eagle coin 
Pools Bargain Center Magnavox alarm digital dock radio Jim Mattingly 
Coca Cola Coca Cola quartz wall clock 
Wesco One million candlepower /12-volt Halogen hand held spotlight with adaptor Walter Bledsoe 
Lanman Oil One case of oil (lOW’JO) 
Wesco One million candlepower /12-volt Halogen hand held spotlight with adaptor Lloyd Lewis 
Electric Labs & Sales Corp 17x11 family-sized electric griddle Carol Craig 
Altec Igloo’ ice chest on wheels John & Shirley Buckner 
Wesco 52" dual mount ceiling fan-polished brass w/light kit Kenneth W & Patricia Rankins 
Sycamore Hills Country Club One certificate for two 18-hole green tees for weekdays or weekends Mary Black 
Wesco H’x8’x7’ sun shelter William Dickenson 
First Bank & Trust $50 Savings Bond David Albin 
Shank’s Glass One matted & framed picture Marvin & Virginia Miller 
Elledge Insurance Five-quart crockpot by Rival George & Maxine Shirar 
Hertz Farm Management $50 Savings Bond Darrell & Lynetta Horsley 
Paris Rural King insulated ice chest Edward & Mary Belle Bonwell 
Faulks Garage $50 Savings Bond Howard & Pauline Beauchamp 
Winters & Associates Heirloom’ quartz battery operated clock Leland & Bettvjoan Buckner 
Hutton Communications One pair of FM transceivers/familv radio service Lloyd & Donna Claypool 
0 & M Services $50 cash Jim Collins 
Hertz Farm Management $50 Savings Bond Zeddie & Norma Hammond 
Consolidated Communications (McLeod) Desk/wall telephone Laymon & Sharon Davison 
Altstadt Office City Office chair Virginia Young 
Altec 18” two-drawer steel tool chest BillvJ. Webster 
Clear Talk One pager plus three free months with one year contract Glen & Beverly Duzan 
W’esco Sanyo 13” color TV with remote Jack D. Bedwell 
Motorola, Inc. Black leather flight/travel bag on wheels Josephine Lamb 
Consolidated Communications (McLeod) Golf tote bag Paul & Opal Suman 
ProSource One (Terra International) Sprayer 
Andrews at the Westbrook $40 gift certificate Harold T & Maxine Ruffner 
Computer Wares Web TV and free Internet service Raymond & Pauline Hutchings 
EnerStar Power and EnerStar Res Seven-in-one cooker/smoker Marion Pride 
EnerStar Power Corp. $250 energy credit Tom Horton 

and the winning guess was from... 
Tracy Skinner 

At the EnerStar Resources booth, those attending the Annual Meeting were asked to guess the number of marshmallows in the jar. Tracy 
was the closest guess with 1,350. There were actually 1,313 marshmallows. His good guessing won him 250 gallons of propane from 
EnerStar Resources! 
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Inside this issue... 

EnerStar acquires 
computer wares 
by Jenny Barkley’ 

PARIS — Beacon-News City Editor 

At first glance, an Internet service might 
not seem to have a place in a company that 
provides electrical service. But, then, look 
again. 

EnerStar's President and CEO Thomas J. 
Hentz announced at this year's annual meet¬ 
ing that the co-op has purchased the Internet 
service Computer Wares, developed and 
owned by Paris entrepreneur Jim Lewis. 

The acquisition will allow EnerStar to de¬ 
velop on-line metering and billing, and to ex¬ 
pand its service area through the co-ops’ 
already existing T1 communication lines. 

But service to Computer Wares 
customers will not change. 
Lewis will remain in the 
driver’s seat is an 
employee of 
EnerStar as he 
guides the Internet 
business into the 
future. The Internet 
portion of the EnerStar 
business will remain or 
the Paris square at 160 E. Wood. 

“We plan on continuing the same service 
to our customers, and will add staff as we ex¬ 
pand,” manager Lewis said of the Internet 
business. His wife, Damita will continue to 
operate The Book Shelf in its current loca¬ 
tion as well, Lewis explained regarding the 
merger. 

“We've had the gleam in our eye,” Hentz 
said of Lewis' long-range direction. “He will 
tell us how to do it.” 

To Hentz, it’s a natural, which fits with 

the company’s mission to “change the needs 
of its members and customers by improving 
their quality of life, by actively supporting 
community development, and by serving 
their energy needs.” 

The Internet purchase, said Hentz, will 
allow EnerStar to provide a secure server for 
electronic power trading and wholesale 
Internet purchasing of electronic power in 
the future, made possible through deregula¬ 
tion. 

He anticipates that beginning in October, 
the Internet will be a tool for the sale and 
purchase of power. Customers will have the 
option to receive and pay their bills over the 
Internet”. 

“We needed the Internet to move into the 
future, and developing our own server was 
going to be expensive,” said Hentz, “Purchas¬ 

ing an established business was the best 
way for us to go.” 

The changeover will be 
transparent to custom¬ 

ers of Computer 
Wares, who will ben¬ 
efit from growth and 
expansion, coupled 

with reduced costs 
and cutting edge tech¬ 

nology,” Hentz added. 
For customers who re¬ 

quire it, EnerStar will provide wireless high 
speed Internet service at competitive prices. 
Internet service at the EnerStar headquarters 
has been completely wireless since Novem¬ 
ber. According to Hentz, customers will find 
strengthened customer service and technol¬ 
ogy expertise. 

“The Internet will be a mechanism by 
which a lot of members and non-members 
will purchase their energy needs in the near 
future,” Hentz said. 

cw 
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PC offers, computer 
efficiency  

Save by planting, home propane 
delivery   18c 

Water gardens, 
free cooling   

“It’s our long-term hope that if you're an 
EnerStar customer, our goal is to provide 
Internet service at no cost to our members in 
exchange for their reading meters and paying 
on line — not tomorrow, but in the future,” 
said Hentz. 

Through the Internet acquisition, 
EnerStar has become more communica- 
tions-oriented and more member-respon¬ 
sive, Hentz continued. 

“On-line billing will be a tremendous 
benefit for customers, who will be able to 
have their computers monitor electrical us¬ 
age and report electronically through the 
Internet. Online newsletters and information 
can be made available immediately and 
membership can participate directly in sur¬ 
veys,” he added. 

Customers will be able to access 24-hour 
account information and rural Internet will 
become affordable and effective, Hentz 
noted. 

EnerStar is definitely aiming at more 
timely communications. 

“We’re guilty of not doing a good job of 
communicating with our members. Now we 
can have more timely communication, with 
frequent updates to the web site at 
www.enerstar.com.” he said. 

If the Web site w'as already in place, Hentz 
could immediately announce the upcoming 
Dec. 1 rate decreases for members, as he did 
at this year's annual meeting in March. 

“I never thought when I came to 
EnerStar, I would be able to announce that 
rates are going down. It’s been a long road 
and now we're there, eight years down the 
road,” he said. 

“We used deregulation four or five years 
ago to our advantage. Now customers are 
reaping the benefits.” 

“But that’s another story,” he said laugh- 
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Touchstone Energy® 
Taking America’s fastest growing communities to new heights 

More than a year ago, EnerStar Power 
Corp joined forces with hundreds of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives across the country to de¬ 
velop a unified brand to advance our 
greatest competitive advantage — our 
unique relationship with you, our cus¬ 
tomer. We want the communities we serve 
to fly high in the 21st century. 

That’s why EnerStar is committed to 
providing state-of-the-art technology and 
personalized service at affordable rates. We 
have built a reputation for integrity, ac¬ 
countability innovation and community 
commitment. We will be there for you - 
helping propel our local communities to 

new heights. 
As a customer of a Touchstone Energy 

cooperative, you can be assured of qual¬ 
ity service, community partnership 
and competitive prices 
from a company that 
considers you its 
number one priority. 
Already millions of 
homes and busi¬ 

nesses count on Touchstone Energy Coop¬ 
eratives for power. 

EnerStar Power is proud to be one of 
.America’s 550 Touchstone Energy Elec¬ 

tric Cooperatives. .And when it 
comes to meeting the 
needs of your family 
and community the 
skv's the limit. 

Touchstone Energy 
May is electrical safety month 

Have you ever had a friend turn against you and become an enemy?.. 
.It can really hurt. 

Electricity is a great friend; but it can hurt, too, if you don’t treat it with 
respect. 

During May, EnerStar Power Corp. is helping to observe National Electri¬ 
cal Safety Month by reminding everyone about the four Rs of electrical 
safety: 

• Respect the power of electricity. 

• Read and follow the operating instructions that come with every electrical 
product. 

• Replace worn or frayed electrical cords. 

• Relocate appliance cords so they won’t get walked on and children can’t 
pull on them. 

Electricity can keep your home comfortable, light the path to your door and cook 
your food. Or it can cause a shock.. .or start a fire. Often, the choice is yours. Keep 
electricity your friend. 

Office closing 
Your cooperative office will he closed 

Monday, May 29th, in observance of the 

Memorial Day holiday. The office will 

he open for normal business hours on 

Tuesday, May 30. 
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Plant for beauty and efficiency 
Spring is here, and that means it is 

time to get out in the garden. Before you 
select plants to beautify your home, con¬ 
sider another important benefit of good 
landscaping — energy efficiency. 

Think about how much cooler it feels 

beneath the shade of a big tree on a hot 
day. That tree can provide several tons of 
cooling power, in air conditioning terms. If 
your property’ does not have big decidu¬ 
ous trees — the kind that lose their 
leaves in winter — give serious 
thought to planting some. Planted on 
the south and west to block the 
summer sun, trees can reduce the 
heat pouring into your home and provide 
cooling. The Department of Energy esti¬ 
mates that just three trees positioned cor¬ 
rectly around a house can cut the energy- 
used for heating and cooling by one-fourth. 

Trees and shrubs can also provide 
windbreaks, as farmers have known for 
years. Rows of evergreens bordering fields 
were planted to keep the wind from blow¬ 
ing away soil and damaging and drying out 
crops. The same principle applies to divert¬ 
ing winds that blow directly toward your 
home. 

Even shading your air conditioner com¬ 
pressor can make a difference. Although 

you want to keep plants from lying directly 
on or interfering with the compressor, a 
unit that is shaded by a tree does not have 
to work as hard as one that is in the direct 
summer sun. 

There are many sources to obtain infor¬ 
mation on the best landscaping choices to 
help you use energy more efficiently. 

Enjoying water gardens 

Water gardening is becoming more 
popular every year. If you plan to install a 
water garden this spring, or you have a 
pond and you’re preparing it for the new 
season, you need to consider some basic 
safety steps when using electricity around 
the water garden. 

• Make sure any pump you use to aer¬ 
ate and recirculate your pond is rated for 
underwater use (submersible). Using a 
non-submersible pump, at best, will ruin 
the pump. At worst, you could be in for a 
severe and possibly fatal shock. The same 

is true for underwater lights. 
• Your exterior electrical outlets should 

be equipped with ground fault circuit inter¬ 
rupters (GFCI). Exterior GFCI outlets 
should also be equipped with covers to 
prevent rain or splashing water from 
breaking the circuit. 

• Never hook a pump to an extension 
cord, even one rated for exterior use. The 
pump should be plugged directly into the 
GFCI outlet. 

• Use care when installing and plug¬ 
ging in the pump. Lower the pump into the 

pond, 
making 
certain it is 
stable. 
Then be 
certain to 
dry your 
hands and stand on a dry area before you 
plug it in. 

• Keep other electric tools and appli¬ 
ances away from the pond. If you should 
drop anything electrical into the pond, un¬ 
plug the tool before you try to retrieve it. 

Home delivery of 20 lb. propane cylinders 
Now it s easy to get your cylinder exchanged! 

Set an empty 20 lb. propane cylinder next to your EnerStar meter pole a day or two prior to your 
normal meter reading date. EnerStar will exchange your propane cylinder for only $15.00 and 
bill your next month’s electric statement. Call EnerStar if you need the approximate date of 
when your meter is read. 

Need a new cylinder? No problem! 
EnerStar will deliver a new or an additional full cylinder 

for only $35.00. 
Disclaimer — all cylinders must meet all current safety regulations and be in satisfactory condition. 
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Free PC offers can often be misleading 
Advertisements for free personal com¬ 

puters are appearing everywhere from 
newspapers and magazines to the Internet. 
Often, these offers can be very tempting 
and many consumers are rushing to sign¬ 
up. However, though some ads may be le¬ 
gitimate, others can be misleading and 
many consumers are discovering that, 
time and again, free PC offers are not so 
free. 

To help you decide which offer is genu¬ 
ine and best for you, the Better Business 
Bureau has suggested some tips when 
shopping for a “free PC.” 

• Find out what the offer includes. 
Do not assume that the term “PC” in¬ 
cludes peripherals such as a monitor, key¬ 
board or even a case. The term “PC” may 
only mean the hard drive. Other equip¬ 

ment could cost extra. 
• What are the requirements to 

participate in the offer? Some offers re¬ 
quire you to supply enormous amounts of 
personal information about you and your 
family. Ask the company about the use of 
your personal data and how it will be pro¬ 
tected. 

• If you are required to sign up 
with a particular Internet Service Pro¬ 
vider, find out how many years of ser¬ 
vice you must purchase. Know what the 
total cost is and all the restrictions or re¬ 
quirements. Prices for Internet service can 
tend to fluctuate. If you sign up today for a 
set monthly rate, will you still be getting a 
fair rate one year from now? 

• What if you want to change your 
Internet Service while your agreement 

is in effect? Will you have to keep paying 
for the service even if you are not using it? 
Will you have to return the PC? If you paid 
up front, will you get a refund? 

• Is the PC new or refurbished? A 
new computer might have some of the lat¬ 
est technology, but do not assume that it 
does. On the other hand, a refurbished 
unit might have all the features that fit 
your needs just fine. 

• Inquire about service and sup¬ 
port. Is there a toll-free number for tech 
support? Are you limited on how much 
support you will get? Is there a warranty on 
the PC? What are the terms and condi¬ 
tions? Can you call for local service or do 
you have to send it back to the manufac¬ 
turer or seller for repairs or maintenance? 

Source: Better Business Bureau 

Running an efficient office: Computers and printers 
Run an energy-efficient office — not 

merely an efficient office. Electronic office 
equipment is the fastest-growing source of 
demand for electricity in the United States. 
Although commercial businesses account 
for most of that growth, the increasing use 
of home computers, fax machines and 
other office equipment also contributes to 
the growing demand. 

If you want to make the best use of 
electricity while taking care of your busi¬ 
ness — whether it’s a full-time job or just 
playing computer games with the kids — 
keep these tips in mind: 

• Laptop computers are much more 
energy efficient than desktop models. 

• Energy use varies greatly 
among the types of computers 
on the market today. If you are 
buying a new model, 
check out its energy con¬ 
sumption numbers. 
However, generally, faster 
computers use more power 
than slow ones, and color moni¬ 
tors use more power than gray-scale. 

• It is much more efficient to operate 
peripherals — such as CD-ROM drives, 
hard drives and modems — when they're 
installed in the computer than to run ex¬ 

ternal add-ons. 
• Look for a system 

that has an automatic power- 
saver mode. This powers 

down your computer with¬ 
out shutting it down en¬ 

tirely if you have not 
used it within a set pe¬ 
riod of time. 

• Laser printers use 
almost twice as much energy 

as inkjet and dot matrix printers. And with 
improvements in inkjet technology; the 
quality they produce is excellent, and 
they’re much less expensive to purchase. 

Would you like more information on 
how to cut your office or business electric 
bills? Call EnerStar Power for more infor¬ 
mation. As a member-owned utility, your 
cooperative is always happy to help you 
save money. 

EnerStar Power Corp 

11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris. Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F, • 8 a.m. — noon Saturday 
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Youth Day participants visit area legislators 
In late April, approximately 250 high 

school students from downstate Illinois 
converged in Springfield. For many of 
them, it meant struggling out of bed ear¬ 
lier than usual for the trip to Mr. Lincoln's 
hometown. Nevertheless, the day was well 
worth it as they participated in the annual 
Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperative’s Youth Day. The annual event 
is sponsored by many of the individual 
electric cooperatives across Illinois and 
the Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives. The program is designed to give 
young men and women a closer look at 
our state’s Capitol and Mr. Lincoln’s 
hometown. 

After a buffet breakfast, the partici¬ 
pants were off to the capitol complex and 
received an orientation about the Illinois 
Supreme Court. The rest of the morning 
was spent on the floor of the Senate 
chambers where students had an oppor¬ 
tunity to visit with their area senators and 
representatives. The EnerStar representa¬ 
tives enjoyed the opportunity to meet with 
Senator Judy Myers, 55th Senatorial Dis¬ 
trict and Representative Dale Righter 106th 

Representative District. The officials ex¬ 
plained their duties and emphasized their 
obligations and commitment to their con¬ 
stituents. 

The Springfield event is designed as a 
primer for an even bigger event — the 
Youth to Washington Tour. The goals are 
the same for the Youth Tour but on a big¬ 
ger scale. In June, several high school stu¬ 
dents from Illinois along with about a 
thousand students from across the nation 
will meet in Washington to enjoy a busy, 

Two area students representing EnerStar Power Corp. met with Sen. Judith A. 
Myers, Rep. Dale Righter and Secretary of State Jesse White at the State Capitol. 
Nearly 300 students and chaperones from downstate Illinois took part in the 
event. Representing EnerStar Power Corp. were, from left, Angela Griffin 
(chaperone), Matthew Patchett of Brocton, Sen. Myers, Kelly Stroum of Marshall 
and Rep. Righter. 

educational, fun-filled five-day tour of our 
nation’s capitol. 

EnerStar is proud to sponsor area stu¬ 
dents to attend the Youth Day in Spring- 
field and the Youth Tour in Washington. 
These events give young area leaders a 
real insight into the activities of the state 
and national government. The event in¬ 
volves a great deal of hard work and plenty 
of teamwork. We thank the young leaders 
for their interest and our elected officials 
for taking time out of their busy schedules 
to meet with these future leaders. We es¬ 
pecially thank Jessie Crews, Clark County 
Extension Service, and Stacy Henn, Edgar 
County Extension Service, for their hard 
work in selecting outstanding 4-H stu¬ 
dents to attend the event. None of this 
would be possible without the cooperation 
and hard work of each one of you. We are 
forever grateful. 

For more information regarding the 
Youth events, contact Angela Griffin at 
EnerStar regarding next year’s event. 
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Everyone’s invited to a Quack-tacumr event! 
Each year, as winter turns to spring, 

area residents flock to the beautiful and 
historic Twin Lakes Park for a relaxing day. 
The peacefulness of “duck watching” is 
top on many people’s list. But this spring, 
the ducks just do not seem the same — 
one might say they have developed an atti¬ 
tude! 

Who are these new ducks in town 
sporting dark sunglasses? They are a flock 
of three thousand little yellow plastic 
ducks arriving to take part in the Great 
American Duck Race and Children' Festi¬ 
val scheduled for June 25 at Twin Lakes 
West Park. This will be one of the most 
EGG-citing events East-Central Illinois 
has seen in years, and EnerStar is proud 
to be one of the major sponsors! 

For a small donation of $5, individuals 
and businesses may adopt a duck for race 
day from the Edgar County Children’s 
Home. Great prizes will be awarded to the 
first five lucky ducks to cross the finish 
line... like $5,000 in cash for the first 
place duck! Adoption papers are available 
at area businesses and restaurants. Or, 
you may call Quacky at (217) 466-DUCK 
to adopt a duck! Adoption continues until 
race day. 

Why would ducks go to all this trouble 
to flock to Paris for this race? It’s because 

they will be helping a very worthwhile or¬ 
ganization. .. The Edgar County Children’s 
Home. 

The Edgar County Children’s Home of¬ 
fers several programs for children and 
families in Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, and Shelby 
counties. 

For more 
information 
call 466-DUCK 

The Great American Duck Race is only 
one part of the re-DUCK-ulously fun day. 
The Edgar County Children’s Home is also 
organizing a Children’s Festival in Twin 
Lakes West Park on race day. The 
Children's Festival will be from noon until 
6 p.m. with the Great American Duck 
Race scheduled for 5 p.m. There will be a 
food tent featuring barbecue sandwiches, 
fish sandwiches, french fries, cotton 
candy, snow cones, popcorn, candy, and 
many more tasty treats. In addition, there 
will be all types oiFREE entertainment in¬ 
cluding the Paris City Band, a perfor¬ 
mance by Dance Productions of Paris, a 
magician, a juggler, Barber Shop Quartets, 
and clowns. Also, there will be several 
educational and informative displays for 
children. And for even more fun, there 
will be special children’s attractions like 
slides, obstacles courses, train and pony 
rides, petting zoo, and several games and 
booths, plus spin art, face painting, bal¬ 
loons and all types of duck merchandise. 

Be sure to check out Quacky’s website 
at www.ecch.org in the “What’s New” sec¬ 
tion! The Edgar County Children’s Home 
and EnerStar Power look forward to see¬ 
ing you and your family at this Quack- 
tacular event! 

Happy Father’s Day! 
This year, Father’s Day is on June 18!l’. 

If you are looking for a new way to say 
thanks to Dad and Granddad, you might 
consider these ideas. 

Have a father’s day drawing. 

Cover a box with pretty paper and pho¬ 
tographs of Dad in action. Then have ev¬ 
eryone in the family write a special 
memory, or sentiment, on a slip of paper, 
fold it, and put it in the box. Throughout 
Father’s Day, have him draw a piece of pa¬ 
per from the box and read the message 
inscribed. 

Make a time capsule. 

Kids can commemorate the times they 
have shared with their dad by creating a 
little time capsule. Fill a sweater box, can¬ 

ister, or old tin with photos, mementos 
from trips, correspondence and 
other souvenirs from their time to¬ 
gether thus far. Also, have Dad and 
kids write down the things that they 
hope to do together and teach one an¬ 
other over the years to come. Then 
close up the box and stow it in the at¬ 
tic until Father’s Day ten years from 
now. 

Make a memory. 

Memories of times spent with fathers 
are precious indeed, and what can make 
them even more valuable is something 
tangible that conjures up the memory 
readily. For example, children can plant a 
tree with dad so they will always remem¬ 
ber that particular tree. Photos can also 
be taken of the special day. 

Happy 
Father’s Day! 
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Let us know about life support 
EnerStar Power Corp strives to keep 

your power on all the time. However, 
many factors come into play when power 
outages occur. Severe storms or high 
winds can cause outages of up to several 
hours. Winter storms, with snow and ice, 
can lengthen the outage time. In addition, 
upon occasion, electrical lines need main¬ 
tenance that requires the power to be shut 
off. 

For most consumers, electric outages 
are just an inconvenience; but for those 
who depend on electricity to power life 
support equipment, an outage can 
present a severe hardship. 

If you — or a friend, neighbor or rela¬ 
tive — depend on electrically powered life 
support equipment, please let EnerStar 
know. EnerStar keeps a list of all custom¬ 
ers who depend on electricity for life sup¬ 
port so they can be notified about planned 
outages, and be given priority1 when re¬ 
storing power after a storm. 

\ 1 

Name  

Address, City, State, Zip  

Account # 

Telephone # 

Please complete and return this form to EnerStar. We will send you addi¬ 

tional paperwork that needs completed so that we can include your personal 

I information in our life support database. If you have questions, please con¬ 

tact Jane Brazelton during normal business hours at (800) 635-4145. 

i 1 

Tips for maintaining air conditioners 
What can a person do when the tem¬ 

perature rises and the air conditioner 
breaks down? Perhaps an ounce of pre¬ 
vention can avoid that frantic call to the 
service technician when the system is on 
the brink. 

If properly maintained, your central or 
room air conditioner should keep cooling 
even during the hottest of days. You can 
perform many preventive measures to en¬ 
sure the reliability and durability of your 
cooling equipment. Try following these 
tips to ensure that your central air condi¬ 
tioner or room air conditioner is kept in 
tiptop shape; 

Preventive maintenance — 

central air conditioners 
• Have your central air conditioning 

system inspected by a qualified service 
technician or contractor at the beginning 
of the season. 

• Remember to clean the standard air 
filters once a month. The newer, high- 
tech filters need to be cleaned only every 
three to five months. 

• When changing a filter, be sure to 
install a replacement that is the same size 
as the original. 

• The outdoor unit or condenser of 

the central air conditioner should be free 
of debris. Trim or remove shrubs within 
one foot of the unit. 

• Be careful when mowing the lawn 
near a condenser unit and make sure that 
grass clippings and leaves are not blown 
toward it. 

• Never try to add refrigerant to an air 
conditioner yourself. Call a trained service 
technician, who has the knowledge and 
equipment to do this job properly. New 
regulations require that the unit be ser¬ 
viced in such a way that no refrigerant es¬ 
capes into the air. 

• Do not run a central air conditioner 
when the outdoor temperature is below 
70 degrees. Operating a residential air 
conditioner in cool temperatures may 
cause compressor failure. 

• Always unplug unit before removing 
front cover. 

Preventive Maintenance — 

Room Air Conditioners 
• Inspect your window air conditioner 

at the beginning of the season and check 
the filter. 

• Clean the filter once a month. The 
filter is very efficient in removing airborne 
particles. More frequent cleaning may be 

necessary depending on outdoor and in¬ 
door air quality. 

• The filter may be vacuumed or 
washed by hand in warm water. 

• Remove the filter. Consult the 
owner’s manual for instructions on how 
to remove. After washing, dry thoroughly 
and replace filter by sliding it downward 
behind the front grille. 

• Do not obstruct the front grille air 
intake section. Do not obstruct the top air 
discharge section. Allow air to circulate 
freely around the outside of the unit with¬ 
out obstruction. 

• Make sure the unit is properly 
caulked to prevent warm air drafts from 
blowing in or cool air from escaping. 
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Home delivery of 20 lb. 
propane cylinders 

£ Now it’s easy to get your cylinder exchanged! 
Set an empty 20 lb. propane cylinder next to your EnerStar meter pole a day or 

two prior to your normal meter reading date. EnerStar will exchange your propane 

cylinder for only $15 00 and bill your next month’s electric statement. Call 

EnerStar if you need the approximate date of when your meter is read. 

gS Need a new cylinder? No problem! 
EnerStar will deliver a new or an addi- A 

tional full cylinder 
for only $35.00. 

Disclaimer — all cylinders must meet all current safety regulations and be in satisfactory condition. 

Don’t let a finished basement finish you 
When it rains, it pours, and sewers and drains can back up, 

filling your basement with foul-smelling water and sewage. And, 

insurance policies may not protect homeowners or renters from 

damage due to sewer or drain backups (check with your insur¬ 

ance agent). 

Since no one wants to experience the mess, inconvenience 

and out-of-pocket expenses that come with a sewer or drain 

backup, preventing losses from occurring is the best solution. 

Make sure your drainage system is working property: 

• Gutter downspouts should extend far enough away from 

the foundation of the house so that water is carried away from 

basement walls. 

• Your yard should be graded to slope away from the house 

so surface water is drained away. 

• If your gutters connect to storm sewers, keep drain lines 

clear. Anti-backflow devices reduce the chances of basement 

flooding. Several types of devices are available. Check-valve de¬ 

vices allow water and sewage to flow away from the drain, pre¬ 

venting water and sewage from backing up into the drain. 

Gate-value devices operate like a gate, closing and shutting off the 

flow of water and sewage. Valves are manually or automatically 

operated. 

• Sump pump systems assist in keeping unwanted water out 

of your home. There are several types, including single sump 

pump and dual-level systems. A battery or generator can be used 

to power the pump in case of a power failure. Remember to test 

your system monthly 

Sometimes water still gets in. Items stored in basement areas 
should be shelved or kept off the floor. Furniture should be on 
casters or shims and arranged away from floor drains. If you 
have a finished basement, be aware of the dollars you have at 
stake if a sewer or drain loss occurs. 

Check with a local building expert, water utility or a qualified 
plumber for more information on steps you can take to reduce 
the chance of water damage to your home. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597II Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F, • 8 a.m. — noon Saturday 
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Heat wave — a serious health issue 

North American summers are 
hot, and most summers see heat 
waves in one section or another 
of the United States. In a normal 
year, about 175 Americans are di¬ 
rect casualties of summer heat. 
Among the natural hazards — 
lighting, hurricanes, tornadoes, 
floods, or earthquakes — only the 
cold of winter takes a greater toll. 
No one can know how many 
deaths are advanced by heat wave 
weather — how many diseased or 
aging hearts surrender that would 
have survived under better condi¬ 
tions. 

The heat index 
The National Weather Service 

has instituted a “Heat Index” or 
HI, which gives a better idea of 
the “apparent temperature”. Much 
like how the wind chill factor tells 
us how cold it really feels when 
the wind is blowing, the HI lets us 
know how it feels when the rela¬ 
tive humidity is added to the ac¬ 
tual air temperature. For example, 
if the air temperature is 95 de¬ 
grees and the relative humidity is 
55 percent, the HI — or how hot 
it really feels — is 110 degrees. 
Note: HI values were devised for 
shady, light wind conditions. Ex¬ 
posure to full sun can increase 
the heat index up to 15 degrees. 
Also, strong winds, particularly 
with very hot, dry air, can be ex¬ 
tremely hazardous. 

Heat disorders 
Heat disorders generally have 

to do with a reduction or col¬ 
lapse of the body’s ability to 
shed heat by circulatory changes 
and sweating, or a chemical im¬ 
balance caused by too much 
sweating. When heat gain ex¬ 
ceeds the level the body can re¬ 
move, or when the body cannot 
compensate for fluids and salt 
lost through perspiration, the 
temperature of the body ’s inner 
core begins to rise and heat-re¬ 
lated illness may develop. 

Ranging in severity, heat dis¬ 
orders share one common fea¬ 
ture: the individual has 
overexposed or over-exercised 
for his/her age and physical con¬ 
dition. Sunburn, with its ultra¬ 
violet radiation burns, can 
significantly retard the skin’s 
ability to shed excess heat. 

Studies indicate that, other 
things being equal, the severity 
of heat disorders tends to in¬ 
crease with age — heat cramps 
in a 17-year old may be heat ex¬ 
haustion in someone 40, and 
heat stroke in a person over 60. 

Heat wave safety tips 
1. Slow down. 

Strenuous activities should 
be reduced, eliminated or 
rescheduled to the coolest 
time of the day. Individuals 
at risk should stay in the 
coolest available place, not 

Inside this issue ... 
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holiday closing 16c 

Cool kitchens, Exchange your 
propane cylinder l6d 

5. 

6. 

necessarily 
indoors. 

2. Dress for 
summer. 
Lightweight, 
light-colored 
clothing reflects 
heat and sun¬ 
light, and 
helps your 
body maintain 
normal tem¬ 
peratures. Wear a hat and sun 
block to protect yourself from 
sun’s rays. 

3. Put less fuel in your body. 
Foods (like proteins) that in¬ 
crease metabolic heat produc¬ 
tion, also increase water loss. 

4. Drink plenty of water or other 
non-alcoholic fluids. 
Your body needs water to 
keep cool. Drink plenty of flu¬ 
ids even if you don’t feel 
thirsty. (Persons who have a 
problem with fluid retention 
are on fluid restrictive diets, 
have epilepsy or heart, kidney 
or liver disease should con¬ 
sult a physician before in¬ 
creasing their consumption or 
fluids.) 
Do not drink alcoholic bever¬ 
ages. 
Spend more time in air-condi¬ 
tioned places. 
Air conditioning in homes 
and other buildings markedly 
reduces danger from the heat. 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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(Continued from page 16a) 
If you don’t have air condi¬ 
tioning, spending some time 
each day during hot weather 
in an air-conditioned environ¬ 
ment gives you some protec¬ 
tion. 

7. Don’t get too much sun. 
Sunburn makes the job of 

heat dissipation that much 
more difficult. Use sun block 
and protective clothing, or 
stay out of the sun altogether. 

8. Who is at risk? 
Elderly persons, small chil¬ 
dren, chronic invalids, those 
on certain medications or 
drugs (especially tranquilizers 

and anticholinergics), and per¬ 
sons with weight and alcohol 
problems are particularly sus¬ 
ceptible to heat reactions, espe¬ 
cially during heat waves in 
areas where a more moderate 
climate usually prevails. 

washing to do when you get 
home,” says Bosler. “That uses 
extra hot water, too.” 

Refrigerators and freezers, 
which are automatically 
operated, spend less than 
twenty percent of their energy 
because of door openings. 
Again, they use almost the same 
amount of electricity regardless 
of who is there. 

Other devices that may come 
into play while you are away are 
dehumidifiers, waterbed heaters, 
security lighting, answering 
machines, clocks, instant on TVs 
and all those little transformers 
found on all types of electronics. 

Therefore, although you took 
a break, your home was still 
busy. At least one of you got 
some rest. 

Heat Disorder Symptoms First aid 

Sunburn 
Redness and pain, in severe cases, swelling 
of skin, blisters, fever, headaches 

Ointment for mild cases. On broken skin, ap¬ 
ply dry sterile dressing. Refer severe cases to 
a doctor. 

Heat Cramps 
Painful spasms usually in muscles of legs 
and abdomen. Heavy sweating. 

Apply firm pressure or gentle massage to re¬ 
lieve spasm. Give sips of water. If nausea oc¬ 
curs, discontinue use. 

Heat Exhaustion 

Heavy sweating, weakness, skin cold, pale 
and clammy. Pulse thready, though normal 
temperatures possible. Fainting and vomit¬ 
ing. 

Get victim out of sun. Lay down and loosen 
clothing. Apply cool, wet cloths. Fan or move j 
victim to air conditioned room. Give sips of f 
water. If nausea occurs, discontinue use. If 1 
vomiting continues, seek immediate medical 
care. 

Heat Stroke High body temperature (106 degrees and 
higher). Hot, dry skin. Rapid, strong pulse. 
Possible unconsciousness. 

Heat stroke is a severe medical emergency. Call 
ambulance or get victim to hospital. Delay can 
be fatal. 

Meanwhile, move victim to cooler environ¬ 
ment, reduce body temperature with cold 
bath or sponging. Use extreme caution. Re¬ 
move clothing. Use fans and air condition¬ 
ers. Do not give fluids. 

Homes don’t get vacations 
Maybe it was a trip to 

Disneyland or a simple week in 
the country You and your family 
have gone on vacation but your 
home did not. 

“Most people expect their 
monthly electric bill to drop 
while they are away on 
vacation,” says Susan Bosler, 
EnerStar customer services 
representative. “They usually 
forget all the electric devices that 
still operate while they’re gone.” 

When applicable, over half of 
your summer electric bill is due 
to air conditioning. Unless you 
switched the air conditioning 
off, it could use almost as much 
energy as if you were home. 

“Most of an air conditioner’s 
work is due to heat that enters 
your home through the walls, 
ceiling and windows. Very little 

of the energy it uses is because 
of people in the house or door 
openings,” says Tim Haddix, 
System Engineer for EnerStar. 
Haddix added door openings do 
come into play if they are long 
ones, like when you load and 
unload the car for the trip. 

Haddix added that if you have 
pets, plants or anything else 
sensitive to heat, it is probably 
not a good idea to turn the air 
conditioner off while you are 
away. 

Unless you flipped the 
breaker to your electric water 
heater, it also used energy. Even 
if you do not turn on a faucet, a 
water heater can still use six, 
eight or more kilowatt-hours a 
day just on stand by. 

‘And then there’s all the 
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EnerStar Power is now JULIE member 
Since EnerStar Power Corp 

is a member of JULIE (Joint 
Utility Locating Information for 
Excavators), the cooperative 
can no longer accept requests 
to locate underground wire. 

Getting underground lines 
located is easier than ever. A 
homeowner or contractor can 
make one call to JULIE and 
have the electric, telephone, 
cable Ty natural gas, water and 
sewer lines located before dig¬ 
ging or excavation begins. 

Just think of it. With one 
phone call to JULIE all the con¬ 

cern for safety, the worry over 
repair expense and the embar¬ 
rassment of digging into a 
utility’s equipment is behind 
you. All that energy can be put 
into the project. 

So in the future remember: 
Do not call EnerStar Power to 
have underground lines lo¬ 
cated. Call the Joint Utility Lo¬ 
cating Information for 
Excavators service (JULIE) at 1- 
800-892-0123 at least 48 hours 
before you expect to dig. 

Keep your cool in the kitchen 
Cooking during the summer 

can be a challenge: Who wants 
to stand over a hot stove on a 
hot day? Summer is a great 
time of year to grill outdoors 
and keep that heat out of your 
house. Microwaves, crockpots, 
toaster ovens and other appli¬ 
ances are great choices for 
summer cooking, too. They re¬ 
lease little or no heat into the 

air, and they use electricity 
very efficiently. 

When you need to use your 
oven on a hot day, remember: 
If you are cooking a dish that 
takes an hour or more to cook, 
you don’t need to preheat the 
oven. By avoiding preheating, 
you will keep from adding that 
extra heat to the air in your 
home. 

When you call JULIE, have 
the following information at 
hand: 
1. The county, city or town¬ 

ship, and section number 
where the digging will be 
done. This information 
can be found on your tax 
bill. 

2. The address and descrip¬ 
tion of the excavation 
project. 

3- The date and time work 
will begin 

Your name, telephone number 
and address. 

If you must use the oven, 
use it wisely and well. Cook 
more than one dish at a time, 
and save or freeze the extra 
servings for later use. 

While you are at it, give 
EnerStar Power a call — we 
will be glad to provide you 
with information on how to 
cut your energy bill. 

Limited Services Available: Payments, Billing Inquiries, General Customer Service, Propane 
Cylinder Fills, Propane Orders. We hope our members will appreciate this service. 

US KNOW I 

EnerStar Power 
EnerStar Resources 

SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 
TO 12:00 NOON 
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Are you practicing lawn-mowing safety? 
Did you know that more 

than 70,000 Americans are 
treated every year in hospital 
emergency rooms for lawn 
mower injuries? Injuries from 
lawn mower accidents include 
burns, thrown objects, dis¬ 
memberment and electric 
shock. 

However, there are com¬ 
mon-sense safety tips you can 
follow that are recommended 
by Underwriters Laboratories 
(UL), an independent, not-for- 
profit product safety testing 
and certification organization. 
UL recommends you do the 
following when operating a 
lawn mower: 

• Red the owner’s manual — 
it contains important safety 
and emergency instructions. 
• If you have a gasoline-pow¬ 
ered mower, be sure to follow 
all the safety instructions for 
gasoline. These include filling 
the mower with gas outside. 
• Always start a gas mower 
on level ground. 
• Never use electric lawn 
mowers on wet grass. Be sure 
to use an extension cord made 
for outdoor use and rated for 
the power needs of your 
mower. 
• With an electric mower, 
you can reduce the risk of cut¬ 
ting the cord by starting mow¬ 
ing nearest the electrical 

outlet. Then, mow away from 
the outlet so that the power 
cord is behind you. 
• Make sure all mower safety 
guards are in place. Keep the 
blades sharp. 
• If you hit an object or have 
a problem, ALWAYS turn the 
mower off before looking at 
the problem. If it’s an electric, 
ALWAYS unplug the cord. 
• Wear proper shoes. Shoes 
should provide good traction 
so you won’t slip, and soles 
should be sturdy to resist 
punctures. 

NEVER leave a lawn mower 
engine running or the blades 
engaged when it is unattended. 

With EnerStar Resources 
Exchanging Your Propane Cylinder 

~ Just Got Easier! : ~—1—- 

Set an empty 20 lb. propane cylinder next to your EnerStar meter pole a day or two prior to your 
normal meter reading date. EnerStar will exchange your propane cylinder for only $15 00 

and charge the fee to your next month’s electric statement. Call EnerStar if you need the approximate 
date of when your meter is normally read. 

Need a new cylinder? No problem! 
EnerStar will deliver a new or an additional 

full cylinder for only $36.00. 

For more information, call 
EnerStar Resources at 800-343-5800 

EnerStar... We’re working hard for our membership! 
Disclaimer: All cylinders must meet current safety regulations and be in satisfactory condition. 

New Rates! New Rates! New 
As announced at the Annual Meeting in March, 

EnerStar will implement new electric rates with the 
December energy statements. 

EnerStar has worked hard to lower electric rates 
for its members. It has been a long, hard fought 
battle but the efforts are well worth the fight. 

Watch for more details in area newspapers and in 
future months of this monthly publication. 

New Rates! New Rates! New Rates! 
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Farm Safety Day is a family event 
How many people know how to 

avoid the dangers on a farm or what 
to do in an emergency? Sponsors of 
the Edgar County Farm Safety Day for 
Families know that safety and pre¬ 
paredness need to be learned, prac¬ 
ticed and improved. That’s why the 
activities planned for an upcoming 
farm safety event will range from ba¬ 
sic first aid to 9-1-1 practice and will 
cover specific situations from work 
with farm chemicals to power line 
emergencies. 

Edgar County Farm Safety Day is 
free and open to the public starting at 
9 am Saturday, August 12 at the Edgar 
County 4-H Grounds in Paris. The 
event is sponsored by the Edgar 

County Public Health Department, 
Edgar County Farm Bureau, Paris 
Fire Department, University of Illinois 
Extension Service, Edgar County Farm 
Bureau, Chrisman Farm Center, 
Edgar County 4-H, Paris Community 
Hospital, Carle Hospital’s Center for 
Rural Health and Farm Safety, and 
EnerStar Power Corp. 

Scheduled safety events cover a va¬ 
riety of topics including lawn mowers, 
power tools, animal safety, farm 
chemicals, grain bins and wagons, and 
rural roadways. Other sessions in¬ 
clude basic first aid for adults and 
practice with calling 9-1-1 for youths. 

The Paris Fire Department will 
demonstrate extrication techniques 
through a simulated farming accident 

involving a “victim” trapped under 
a tractor. There will be a num¬ 

ber of exhibits and dis¬ 
plays, including a 

Farm Safety Day is spon¬ 

sored by the Edgar County 

Public Health Department, 

Edgar County Farm Bureau, 

Paris Fire Department, Uni¬ 

versity of Illinois Extension 

Service, Edgar County Farm 

Bureau, Chrisman Farm Cen¬ 

ter, Edgar County 4-H, Paris 

Community Hospital, Carle 

Hospital’s Center for Rural 

Health and Farm Safety, and 

EnerStar Power Corp. 

CareForce Air Medical Transport Team 
exhibition. 

Free health screens will be avail¬ 
able throughout the morning, free 
lunches will be provided and the first 
100 children who attend the event will 
receive a fleece T-shirt. Door prizes 
and giveaways complete a day that 

promises to be fun and infor¬ 
mative for children and 
adults. 

Farm Safety Day regis¬ 
tration, the schedule of 
events and other informa¬ 
tion can be obtained by call¬ 
ing the Edgar County Farm 
Bureau at (217) 465-8511. 

Advance registration is not 
necessary but appreciated. 
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Ralph Wright, long-time director, dies. 

Ralph C. “Boss” Wright died May 
24th in Terre Haute, Indiana at age 82. 
He served as a Director of EnerStar 
for more than 34 years. He got in¬ 
volved with the Corporation 28 years 
after Edgar Electric was first formed. 
When Ralph left to serve as a U.S. 
Army mechanic in the World War II 
Pacific Theatre, the countryside was 
still dark. When he returned, electric¬ 
ity was on its way to becoming avail¬ 
able to rural areas. 

Ralph moved into the country to 
farm, and was also a rural mail car¬ 

rier. He married Alice Wimmer and 
they raised a daughter, Patricia 
Winans, Jr., of Paris. Ralph is survived 
by his daughter, three grandchildren, 
and five great-grandchildren. 

He was involved in his community 
as a member of the First United 
Methodist Church, the American Le¬ 
gion Post 3601, the Paris Masonic 
Lodge 268 AF & AM, Order of the East¬ 
ern Star Chapter 7, Danville Scottish 
Rite Consistory, Ansar Shrine Temple 
and the Edgar County Shrine Club. 

Although he joined the EnerStar 

Board after the path had been made 
for rural electrification, he was still a 
pioneer, and all those receiving rural 
electricity should be grateful to him. 

Quacky visits EnerStar 
Kelly McCrocklin, left, an 

Enerstar customer service 
representative, takes time out of her 
day to meet “Quacky” from the Edgar 
County Children’s Home (EECH). 
Quacky visited area businesses who 
served as corporate sponsors of the 
“Great American Duck Race and 
Children’s Festival,” held on June 25 
at the historic Twin Lakes park. 
Monies raised the day of the race 
support the many programs offered by 
EECH for children and families in 
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, 
Edgar, Moultrie and Shelby counties. 
EnerStar is a proud sponsor of the 
Great American Duck Race and wishes 
EECH much success in the future! 

New Rates! New Rates! New Rates! 
As announced at the Annual Meeting in March, 

EnerStar will implement new electric rates with the 
December energy statements. 

EnerStar has worked hard to lower electric rates for 
its members. It has been a long, hard fought battle 
but the efforts are well worth the fight. 

Watch for more details in area newspapers and in 
future months of this monthly publication. 

New Rates! New Rates! New Rates! 
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Two area youths spent the week 

of June 16-23 exploring Washington 

D.C. The students met with Illinois 

congressional leaders and learned 

about their government during the 

annual “Youth to Washington” tour. 

This event, sponsored by the electric 

and telephone cooperatives of Illinois, 

began in the late 1950s to introduce 

rural youths to our democratic form 

of government and cooperatives. Matt 

Patchett of Brocton and Kelly Stohm 

of Marshall represented EnerStar 

Power Corp. They met with 

Congressman Thomas Ewing and 

Congressman David Phelps on Capitol 

Hill and were among 55 rural Illinois 

youth leaders selected for the trip. In 

addition to the Capiol, students also 

visited Arlington National Cemetery, 

the National Cathedral, the Supreme 

Court, the Smithsonian Museums, 

the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 

Museum, the Royal Embassy of Saudi 

Arabia and a number of other 

historical sites. Pictured are (1-r): 

Congressman Ewing, Strohm, 

Congressman Phelps and Patchett. 

oVtPUr? 

CW 
MESA'S 

Computer Wares 
130 N. Main St., Paris, IL 61944 

465-5233 (800) 215-8787 

INTERNET ACCESS 
LOCAL PHONE NUMBERS FOR: Paris, Brocton, Marshall, Chrisman, 

West Union, Vermilion, Hume/Metcalf, Redmon, Casey & Kansas 
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Grandmother Knew Best 
The homes our grandparents grew 

up in didn’t have air conditioning. So 
in those days, people had to learn 
many different methods in order to 
keep cool. Those old-fashioned meth¬ 
ods are still useful today, especially 
when you want to save on energy 
costs by reducing the amount of time 
you run your air conditioner. 
• Use awnings, blinds, curtains or 

shutters to keep the hot summer 
sun from streaming into your 
house. Simply pulling curtains 

closed can reduce the amount of 
heat pouring into your house by 
50 percent. 

• After the sun goes down, open 
blinds and curtains, and the win¬ 
dows too, to take advantage of 
natural cooling. If possible, open 
windows so that you get cross¬ 
ventilation in your home. 

• Hang your clothes outside to dry 
instead of using your dryer. Not 
only will you save the energy’ you 
would have used to power the 

dryer itself, but you’ll also avoid 
adding that heat and humidity to 
the air in your home, which can 
overwork your air conditioner. 

• Don’t forget fans. A fan placed in 
a window and set to blow air from 
the house to the outside can 
make a bedroom quite comfort¬ 
able on a hot night. 

And don’t forget to contact 
EnerStar Power for ideas and infor¬ 
mation on how you can save energy. 
We would be happy to help you. 

Get y our grill ready 
Cylinders fills $8 during normal business hours at: 

• EnerStar Power Corp 
• TJ Phillips Station in Marshal 

Cylinders Exchanges at: 
• Pool’s True Value and Furry’s Quick Stop in Paris 
• Westfield Hardware in Westfield 

Get ready for LABOR DAY! 
Play ball, have a picnic, go swimming, march 

in a parade, take pictures of the kids. In other 
words, have fun. To help “make your day”, here 
are some reminders: 

■ When you cook outdoors, keep away 
from bushes and dry grass; avoid the 
wind. 

■ Make sure someone is always in 
charge of the grill, barbecue, 
or campfire. 

■ Don’t use kerosene or gasoline in 
place of charcoal lighter fluid. 

■ Appoint an adult or responsible teen¬ 
ager to oversee the children’s fun and 
games, especially swimming. 

■ And, of course, don't drink and drive. 

A good holiday is a safe holiday, and we 
hope you and your family have a wonder¬ 
ful Labor Day celebration. 

Our office will be closed on Monday, Sept. 4th 

in observance of the holiday. 
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The Paris Antique Association will have old steam engine tractors and other antiques and crafts on display at the 
Edgar County Fairgrounds, September 22 - 24. 

Paris Honeybee Fall Festival set for late September 
Want something to do that the whole 

family can enjoy? Then you need not ven¬ 
ture far from home for fun and food as 
Honeybee Fall Festival gets underway in 
Paris. The annual festival is held the last 
full weekend in September. The festival 
promises a variety of activities to attract 
both the young and young at heart. This 
month, EnerStar highlights the Honeybee 
Festival organized by local organizations 
and many steadfast volunteers. 

Paris Honeybee Festival - 
September 22 - September 24 
Plan to spend several hours in Paris dur¬ 

ing the Honeybee Fall Festival. Activities 
will be held throughout the town of Paris, 
both on the square and at the Edgar 
County Fairgrounds. Each site provides 
fun activities for the entire family. As a re¬ 
cent Paris Chamber of Commerce publi¬ 
cation boasts, “On Honeybee Fall Festival 
Weekend, Paris is as busy as the industri¬ 
ous honeybee it salutes.” 

At the Edgar County 
Fairgrounds: 
The Paris Honeybee Antique Association 
will present a variety of antiques, crafts 
and collectibles mixed with old fashioned 

fun at the Edgar County Fairgrounds. If 
you like antiques, this place is for you. Old 
town charm is abundant with demonstra¬ 
tions on quilting, blacksmithing, whittling 
and basket weaving - just to name a few. 
There will be a Civil War encampment 
with cannons, campfire cooking and pe¬ 
riod clothing. Another area of the fair¬ 
grounds will host antique farm 
machinery, steam engines and gas en¬ 
gines. 

Music will fill the air that will be pleas¬ 
ing to many. Two performances that de¬ 
serve special notation are Phil Goodman, 

(continued on page 16b) 
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There will be plenty of activities for 
the young and young at heart 
including a toy tractor pull and 
sheep rodeo. Children’s activities 
will also include games, mazes, 
barnyard bingo, a petting zoo and 
pumpkin decorating. 

a former Paris resident, who will perform 
with his blue grass band on Saturday, Sept. 
23, 1:00 p.m. and the “Stone River Band,” 
a local favorite, with a mix of stone coun¬ 
try and rock, who will perform Friday, 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Also on Friday night will be the “Pitch 
Fork Fondue,” hosted by Dave Barrett, 
which promises “finger lickin’ good” pork 
tenderloin. The tenderloin are slow 
cooked on a pitchfork over an open fire 
along with the “fixins” to complete the 
meal. The meal is served from 4:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. 

The organizers of the fairground activi¬ 
ties want to provide a family event and will 
keep your children busy too. An assort¬ 
ment of children’s activities are planned, 
including games, mazes, barnyard bingo, 
a petting zoo and pumpkin decorating. 

A new twist on an old tradition will be 
the Sheep Rodeo. Children ages five and 
under, weighing between 55 to 65 pounds 
may participate. Prizes will be awarded to 
the winning rider! 

Activities are planned for all three 
days. For more information, call 217-466- 
8490. 

At the Edgar County 
Courthouse Lawn and 
Downtown Paris: 

The downtown Paris area will be full of 
activities during the Honeybee Fall Festi¬ 
val. 

On the south side of the courthouse, 
the Paris Kiwanis Early Risers will host the 

"Little German” tent 
featuring German 
food, beverages, en¬ 
tertainment by local 
musicians, dance 
groups and karaoke. 
In the opposite tent, 
the Paris Kiwanis 
Noon Club will serve 
pancakes hot off the griddle. Local restau¬ 
rants, service clubs and private vendors 
will set up food and craft booths around 
the Court House lawn. In addition, down¬ 
town business merchants with sidewalk 
sales will offer bargains galore. The Bicen¬ 
tennial Art Center, located in the 
Alexander Mansion, will host the Honey¬ 
bee Art Gallery. 

History buffs will enjoy time well spent 
on a tour of historical sites and homes in 
the downtown Paris area. Host Joe Sand¬ 
ers will conduct two mini-coach tours on 
Friday at 2:00 p.m. and Saturday at 3:00 
p.m. and one walking tour on Saturday 
starting at 1:00 p.m. Mr. Sanders will 
share many interesting and sometimes 
amusing stories about Paris’ former resi¬ 
dents. Approximately 30 minutes of the 
walking tour is dedicated to the historic 
Edgar County Courthouse, listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Not 
only will you learn about Abraham 
Lincoln’s time as a circuit lawyer but par¬ 
ticipants will see homes where he stayed 
while visiting Paris. 

Live music will be on the courthouse 
lawn all three days. Activities on Sunday 

will end the festival with a talent show at 
1:00 p.m. and the Honeybee Car Show 
from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

For more information, call 217-465- 
4176. 

At the Edgar County Historical 
Society: 

Take a walk through history at the Vic¬ 
torian Arthur House, home of the Edgar 
County Historical Society. Activities are 
planned Thursday through Saturday. 

While on the grounds, festival goers 
will want to visit a noteworthy pioneer log 
cabin and Edgar County Historical Mu¬ 
seum on the society’s grounds. While the 
museum contains a wealth of artifacts 
from Edgar County, it’s also home to sev¬ 
eral Lincoln artifacts as well. In addition, 
on display will be a unique showing of an¬ 
tique buttons. 

An offspring of the Historical Society is 
the Edgar County Genealogical Society 
with facilities in the museum annex. Im¬ 
pressive resources of genealogical records 
are maintained by an experienced volun¬ 
teer staff. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F, • 8 a.m. — noon Saturday 
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Harvested grain traps like quicksand 
Handle grain harvest with care 

If you are handling loose, harvested 

grain, it’s all too easy to get trapped in the 

grain — or even die of suffocation. Grain 

handling accidents happen very quickly, 

and flowing grain can draw in a person in 

seconds. If you are in a large wagon or a 

grain bin, you could become completely 

submerged in as little as 15 seconds. 

A grain surface may appear solid, but 

it’s not — a small opening in the unload¬ 

ing gate gives the entire surface the qual¬ 

ity of quicksand. When kernels are 

removed from the bottom, kernels directly 

above rush in to fill the void, creating a 

fluid motion. Even if the grain flow is 

stopped, the danger is not over. It’s very 

difficult to remove people from grain once 

they are trapped. For example, the force 

required to remove a person buried in 

grain can exceed 2,000 pounds — the 

same as lifting a small car. 

Don’t be a victim of suffocation when 

handling loose grain. Follow these safety 

tips: 

• Lock out power to all types of grain¬ 

handling equipment. Disconnect power, 

and place locks over operating switches. 

This also helps discourage grain theft. 

• Always use the buddy system when you 

are unloading or loading grain. Notify a 

second person of your whereabouts at all 

times so that he/she can obtain help if 

necessary. Ideally, have a second person 

on site. 

• Never permit children to ride in grain 

wagons or enter grain storage areas. 

• Apply suffocation hazard decals to all 

grain wagons, grain bins and storage 

structures. Instruct everyone who handles 

grain about the danger of suffocation. 

• Lock access doors to grain bins; limit 

access to the top of grain wagons. 

Harvest is a busy time. Enerstar re¬ 

minds you to stay alert and be safe by fol¬ 

lowing these safety guidelines. 

0*APU7> Computer Wares 
130 N. Main St., Paris, IL 61944 

465-5233 (800) 215-8787 

INTERNET ACCESS 
LOCAL PHONE NUMBERS FOR: Paris, Brocton, Marshall, Chrisman, 

West Union, Vermilion, Hume/Metcalf, Redmon, Casey & Kansas 

Office closing 
Our office will be closed Monday, 

September 4, in observance of Labor Day. 

Enjoy your holiday! 
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Remember to look for the Energy Star Label 
If you are considering purchasing a 

new home appliance, a piece of office 
equipment, or heating and cooling sys¬ 
tems, remember to look for the Energy7 

Star label, the symbol for energy effi¬ 
ciency. 

Whose symbol? The U.S. Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency in partnership with 
the U.S. Department of Energy created the 
Energy Star label. Together they set en¬ 
ergy-efficiency criteria that products must 
meet in order to qualify for the label. In 

voluntary partnership with the govern¬ 
ment, manufacturers and retailers agree 
to put the Energy Star label on qualifying 
equipment. 

By using Energy Star products, you will 
not only save money, you help the 
environment by using less energy. For ex¬ 
ample, Energy Star appliances typically ex¬ 
ceed federal efficiency standards by 13 to 
20 percent —as much as 110 percent for 
some appliances. 

1999 Capital credit statements mailed; 
Member survey to follow 
By the time this publication has been re¬ 
ceived, EnerStar Power members should 
have received a copy of their capital credit 
statements. Statements were scheduled to 
be mailed at the end of August. Please 
note that this notice is not a bill. 

Like any business, money collected 
over and above the cost of operation is re¬ 
turned to the owners. Because you are 
served by EnerStar, a locally owned and 
controlled electric cooperative, that owner 
is you! 

The revenue, called margins, is allo¬ 
cated to members in the form of capital 
credits and held for a later date. EnerStar 
issues a yearly statement indicating how 
much money is allocated in members’ 
capital credit accounts. 

Previously, capital credits were re¬ 

funded only to estates. However at the 
2000 Annual Meeting of Members, CEO/ 
President Tom Hentz announced that 

“Members have an 

opportunity to 

voice their opinion 

in a member 

survey... ” 

EnerStar would make a general refund of 
capital credits accrued between the years 
1938 and 1953. 

Hentz added that EnerStar’s board of 

SAVING THE EARTH. SAVING YOUR MONEY 

directors was committed to distributing 
capital credits on a timely, prudent sched¬ 
ule. Members will have the opportunity to 
voice their opinions in a member survey 
mailed in late August and September. 

In the meantime, members should 
take interest in keeping their capital credit 
accounts up to date. Members should 
contact EnerStar if there is a change in 
marital status on joint memberships. 

An account left in a member’s name 
one year past the date of the member’s 
death will forfeit any additional capital 
credits. Members are advised to keep their 
latest capital credit statements with other 
important papers. Members with ques¬ 
tions or changes concerning their 
membership or capital credit account 
should contact EnerStar at 800-635-4145. 

Call JULIE before you dig 
Effective January 1, 1991, it is now state law to call JULIE before you dig. JULIE is a free notification service that alerts 

utility companies of planned digging activities in areas with underground utility facilities. JULIE operates 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year and can be contacted toll free at 1-800-892-0123. 

So, if you are a homeowner/renter, contractor or excavator planning to dig anytime this year, 
e.g., putting up a fence or clothesline, planting a garden or shrubbery, building a home, 
-CALLJULIE FIRST! 

It is necessary to utilize this Illinois one-call system so the appropriate JULIE mem¬ 
ber utility can mark the location of its buried facility. Calling JULIE can save you time, 
problems and money. This is a free service; you will incur no charges. Just remem¬ 
ber to call toll free 48 hours before you dig (two working days). 

Help avoid service interruptions - call JULIE before you dig. 
This message is brought to you by your friends and neighbors at EnerStar Power 

Corp. in Paris, your Touchstone Energy Cooperative. 

JULIE 1-800-892-0123 
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Inside this issue... 

Wooden’ you like one of these 

birdhouses? 16b 

Back To School With Your Local 

Co-op I6d 

EnerStar Welcomes 2 New Employees, 
announces promotion 

Marketing & Communications Manager, Marketing Assistant, Warehouseman 

Yargus 

EnerStar would like to introduce 
Anne Yargus as a new addition to the 
EnerStar family. Prior to hiring Anne, 
Angela Bruce Griffin held the position 
as the Marketing and Communica¬ 
tions Manager. Angela is now the Pro¬ 
pane Manager of EnerStar Resources. 
Anne is the daughter of Larry and Su¬ 
san Yargus, both of Marshall, IL. She 
is a recent graduate of Butler Univer¬ 
sity, in Indianapolis, IN, where she re¬ 
ceived a degree in Marketing from the 
College of Business Administration. 
Anne will be responsible for all of 
EnerStar’s marketing, advertising, 
and public relations functions. She 
will be working closely with the elec¬ 
tric and propane divisions of 
EnerStar, as well as Computer Wares, 
EnerStar’s Internet business. 

Simpson 

Working closely with Anne on all mar¬ 
keting functions will be the new market¬ 
ing Assistant, Brenda Simpson, of Paris. 
Brenda has been with EnerStar for five 
and a half years. She has worked in vari¬ 
ous departments at EnerStar, including 
Direct TV, and the propane department. “I 
feel that my knowledge and experience of 
different departments at EnerStar, will be 
extremely beneficial to our success. I am 
very excited about working with Anne as 
the new Marketing Assistant,” says 
Brenda. 

The two are preparing to introduce 
new and innovative ideas for advertising 
campaigns, present marketing plans and 
stay involved throughout the communities 
where EnerStar provides service. “We are 
very focused on bringing EnerStar an effi¬ 
cient marketing department,” said Yargus 
and Simpson. 

Ghent 

EnerStar would also like to intro¬ 
duce the second new addition to the 
family, Greg Ghent. Greg came back 
to Illinois after residing for 10 years 
in Wilson, North Carolina, where he 
had been an Engineering Technician 
with Wake Electric Co-op. The move 
back home was prompted by his wife 
taking a position as a professor at 
Eastern Illinios University, in the De¬ 
partment of Economics. 

At Enerstar Greg will be in charge 
of warehouse duties for the electrical 
division of Enerstar. “I look forward 
to offering my knowledge and experi¬ 
ence toward making Enerstar a more 
efficient cooperative for its mem¬ 
bers,” says Ghent. 
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y ou like one of these birdhouses? Wooden’ 

These log cabin birdhouses are real beauties. The one on the left is 

made of cedar, while the other is oak. 

Gerald “Cowboy” Sweitzer is a 
builder of fine wood products. 

Gerald “Cowboy” Sweitzer is a man of 

some fabrication talents. While on the 

job at Yargus Manufacturing, near 

Marshall, he works with metals. Then, he 

goes home to his own shop, where he 

works wonders with wood. 

For those EnerStar members who 

drive along Highway 40 during the winter, 

you might know Cowboy as the man with 

the incredible 20,000-light Christmas dis¬ 

play alongside the highway. He hopes to 

become known as a first-class builder of 

fine wood products, as well. 

Cowboy does a lot of woodworking, 

and notes that he can turn out some 

beautiful kitchen cabinets or corner curio 

cabinets too, but that he delights in crank¬ 

ing out finely detailed birdhouses that ap¬ 

pear to most eyes, as miniature log 

cabins. 

“I make most of them out of cedar,” 

he says with a smile, "but I made a spe¬ 

cial one out of oak, for my wife. I think 

they’re beauties, no matter what they’re 

made out of. I have a checkerboard that 

This home, set up in a garden, is 
ready for occupancy. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 11 Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F, • 8 a.m. — noon Saturday 
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There is a wealth of detail in 
these works of art. 

jMH 

I’m pretty proud of, too.” 
Others do too, and Cowboy manages to 

sell his little homes without a great deal of 
effort. “I don’t do any advertising, or go to 
craft shows,” he says, “but I manage to 
sell quite a few, anyway.” 

“It takes about 14 hours to build just 
the birdhouse, not including the little 
platform it sits on” he says, “and it takes 
three days to get one varnished right. If 
someone wanted to buy one, and I didn't 
have one ready, it’d probably take about 
two weeks to get one ready to go.” 

He notes that his long-term employ¬ 
ment at Yargus has provided enough pros¬ 
perity that he can finally buy the tools he 
needs to build projects right, and that he's 
gearing up for some serious woodworking 

Cowboy puts the finishing touch, a 
rocking chair, on the porch of a 
birdhouse. 

One of Cowboy’s birdhouses would 
look good in just about any flower 
garden. 

m :. 
Lulu .liter 

* 

when he retires. 
If you’d like to visit with Cow¬ 

boy about fine woodworking, or 
about one of his items, you can 
call him at (217) 826-3382 

“Center Section Dead 
It is apparent to us at EnerStar that we 

need to make some changes - but before 
we can do that - we need to know some 
basic information about our readers and 
what they want to see. Help us decide 
where the Center Section currently stands 
and the direction that we want it to go. 

The life of this newsletter depends on 

- We Need Your Help!” 
you. The future of the Center Section 
hinges upon the amount of results we get 
back from all of you - our members. The 
November edition of the newsletter will 
have one page solely devoted to a survey. 
This survey will include specific questions 
targeted at what you currently see, what 
you want to see, and where you see the 

Center Section in the future. 
With the seasons constantly changing, 

EnerStar would like to bring our members 
some change as well. We have ideas of our 
own; however, the input that our mem¬ 
bers offer is crucial to the success and 
continuation of this Center Section. Just 
remember - there are no wrong answers. 

New Frequently Asked Questions ? 
EnerStar would like to offer our members the opportunity to ask questions and receive answers. When 

members have questions about topics such as the new bill format, deregulation, capital credits, or EnerStar’s 
involvement in activities in your community, we want to provide answers. So next month, whether you mail 
your bill or hand-deliver it, slip a piece of paper in the envelope with your questions or concerns. EnerStar 
would like to give our members answers to their questions. Next month, look for our new F.A.Q. section in 
your Illinois Country Living Magazine as well as posted on our home page-www.enerstar.com. For your conve¬ 
nience, you may also send e-mail to ayargus@enerstar.com. Please put all questions returned with payments to 
the attention of Anne Yargus. 
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“Back To School With Your Local Co-op” 
It’s back-to-school time across 

America. For parents, it’s a bittersweet re¬ 
minder of the passage of time as we watch 
our children grow and become increas¬ 
ingly independent. It’s also a time when 
we think about their safety. 

Enerstar Power Corporation shares 
that concern. That’s why so many are 
looking out for the safety of our children. 
With the beginning of every school year, 
thousands of co-op line workers are keep¬ 
ing an eye out for children on their way to 
or from school. Sometimes it means help¬ 
ing a disabled school bus. Frequently, it 
means using their mobile communica¬ 
tions to report a problem or a suspicious 
occurrence in a neighborhood. And al¬ 
ways it means being there to lend a hand, 
whatever the problem. 

Being committed to the community 
you serve means making the decision that 
service to the community involves more 
than just making sure your electric ser¬ 
vice is reliable. Even in these days when 
Enerstar is faced with competition that’s 
getting tougher every day, going the extra 
mile in consumer and community service 
is standard operating procedure for 
Enerstar Power. It has to be that way; be¬ 

cause electric cooperatives are fundamen¬ 
tally different than for-profit electric utili¬ 
ties. 

Every day now, we hear reports of 
other utility companies closing their local 
offices and moving out of town in order to 
save money. When that happens, their 
customers have to do business long dis¬ 
tance, frequently talking to people hun¬ 
dreds and sometimes thousands of miles 
away. Enerstar Power is different. Our first 
obligation is to our consumers. You can 
still stop by the local office and talk to 
someone you know about any part of your 
service. And when you call us, you’ll 
speak to someone close-by who knows 
your community and 
what’s happening in it. 

Being a local electric 
cooperative means doing 
business close to home. 
Because our consumers 
are also our owners, 
Enerstar gives first con¬ 
sideration to what’s in the 
consumers’ best interest. 
So, there will always be 
someone nearby you can 
talk to about any aspect 

of your electric service. 
At first glance, it may seem that there 

is little connection between school kids 
waiting for their bus and the line crew in 
the Enerstar Power truck. But look again. 
Those line crews working on utility poles 
probably have kids waiting for their 
school bus alongside yours. Making sure 
all our children stay safe is part of what 
holds communities together, and it’s part 
of the work that Enerstar Power Corp. 
takes pride in every day. 

Tom J. Hentz 
CEO/President 

Attention: 
Enerstar would like to apologize for the error in the September edition, referring to the Edgar County Genealogy Library. 

The sentence should have read: “An offspring of the Historical & Genealogical Societies, is the Edgar County Genealogy Li¬ 
brary, with facilities in the Museum Annex.” We would like to thank Joyce Brown, President of the Genealogical Society, for in¬ 
forming us of our error. 

Computer Wares, Inc. 
130 N. Main St, Paris, IL 61944 (217) 465-5233 

LOCAL INTERNET 
ACCESS 

No Waiting • No Long 

Distance Charges • 

Professional Service 
World Wide Web • E-mail * 

Over 20,000 Newsgroups 

Local Phone Numbers for: Paris, Brocton, Marshall, Chrisman, West Union, Vermillion, Hume/Metcalf, Redmon, Casey & Kansas 

OTHER SERVICES 
AVAILABLE 

Domain Name Registration 
Weh Server for your Domain 

E-mail for your Domain 
Multiple User Network Access 

Web Page Design 
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The horse life is a stable one 
by Michelle Reed 

If you stop by to visit Debbie and Willie 
Weinberger at their farm near 
Martinsville, you may want to check the 
stables instead of the house. Chances are 
they will be somewhere among the 
horses, on the 150 acres that make up 
their horse breeding facility, Open Gate 
Farm. Open Gate can have anywhere from 
about 60 to 120 horses on it at one time 
to care for. 

This provides a full-time job for the 
couple, who say they are just trying to 
break even doing a job they both love. Av¬ 
erage work days consist of 13 hours, but 
when the mares begin to foal in the 
spring, the work becomes round the 

(continued on 16b) 

clock. Willie, as he likes to be called, ex¬ 
plains that he and his wife are hands on 
into their business, “except for part-time 
help during the breeding season, we are 
it.” 

Debbie expresses their outlook saying, 
“We are into the farm with our hands, not 
our pocketbooks. Certainly we are looking 
forward to future security, but not riches. 
We are happy with each other and with 
our children.” The Weinbergers have 
raised two children along with their 
countless number of horses. Elizabeth, 
29, is now married and a schoolteacher in 
Indianapolis. Robert, 26, is a plumber in 
the Peoria area. 

When asked which was harder, raising 
kids or raising horses, Debbie laughs and 
claims without hesitation that kids are 
more difficult. But she also compares the 
two saying, “horses are just like humans, 
if you watch them you learn that each has 
their own personality.” 

Both jobs require some basic horse 
sense, and the Weinbergers seem to have 
that kind of commonsense attitude to¬ 
wards life, and a good sense for horses as 
well. The breed they work with is called 
Standardbred. They are the kind of horse 
that participates in races involving pulling 
a cart. The harness races at the State Fairs 
are an example of this, as well as the 
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A few horses at the Open Gate Farm. 

Hambeltonian and Little Brown Dog on 

the National Stage. 

Willie got his start in the business of 
horse breeding in 1967, saying, “I started 
at Reed-Yates with one mare, ambition 
and enthusiasm and parlayed that into 30 
mares and a huge bank debt.” The suc¬ 
cess of Open Gate Farm has come from he 
and his wife’s dedication to it, along with 
some outside help: “I’ve been helped by 
good friends, neighbors, suppliers and the 
Casey State Bank. I’m indebted to all of 
them” says Willie. 

One of the Weinberger’s mares pro¬ 

duced Uliana, the winningest race mare in 

Office Closing 

The offices of 
EnerStar Power, 
EnerStar Re¬ 
sources, and 
Clear Talk Com¬ 
munications will be 
closed on November 10 in obser¬ 
vance of Veteran’s Day, and Novem¬ 
ber 23 and 24 in observance of the 
Thanksgiving Holiday. Have a safe 
and happy holiday weekend! 

the country for two years in a row. The 
farm's success is also proven by the 
broodmares that are brought from as far 
away as California, Iowa, Wisconsin, Ohio, 
Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Kentucky. 

Any out-of-state mare can be bred at 
the farm and then taken home. But, ac¬ 
cording to the Department of Agriculture’s 
program, in order for the foal to be eli¬ 
gible to race in Illinois’ lucrative states 
program, the mare must be brought back 
30 days before foaling. 

With their five standing stallions, their 

band of mares, and a number of year¬ 
lings, the Weinbergers will produce horses 
to be contended with on the race tracks of 
Illinois for a long time to come. So look 
for the “o.g.” logo on the horse’s name at 
the race track and think it might just be a 
good bet. 

If you’d like to contact them you can 
find Open Gate Farm at 5695 E. Snake 
Trail Rd., Martinsville, at (217) 382-4011. 
But remember, if you stop in to visit, 
come in the evening and knock at the 
stable door before you knock at the 
house. 

Center Section Survey 
The following page contains a survey regarding what you currently see in your 

Center Section, what you would like to see in the future, and some general ques¬ 
tions regarding advertising. Please read each question carefully and mark the best 
answer. If you have any other comments or suggestions regarding the Center Sec¬ 
tion, please write them down on the top of the back page. Follow the directions on 
the back of the survey for folding and mailing the survey back to EnerStar. Please 
return the completed survey by December 18, 2000 to the EnerStar office: RO. 
Box 190, Paris, IL 61944. The survey can also be found on the EnerStar Website 
at www.enerstar.com. If you have any questions please call 800-635-4145 ext. 

EnerStar Power Corp 
11597 IL Hwy 1 • PO. Box 190 • Paris, Illinois 61944 • (217) 463-4145 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. M-F, • 8 a.m. — noon Saturday 
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1. Do you read the EnerStar Center Section in the Illinois Country Living Magazine? 

No Yes 

2. If yes, how often do you read the EnerStar Center Section? 

Not Often 1 2 3 4 5 Very Often 

3. Do you read Illinois Country Living for the information in the EnerStar Center Section, other articles in the 

magazine, or both? Check one. 

 EnerStar Center Section  Other Articles  Both 

4. Do you enjoy what you read in the EnerStar Center Section? 

Definitely No 1 2 3 4 5 Definitely Yes 

5. Are you interested in reading about EnerStar employees and events going on inside your utility? 

Definitely No 1 2 3 4 5 Definitely Yes 

6. Are you interested in reading articles about fellow co-op members? 

Definitely No 1 2 3 4 5 Definitely Yes 

7. How would you describe your level of satisfaction with your Center Section? 

Not Satisfied 1 2 3 4 5 Very Satisfied 

8. How would you rate your electric utility in providing support to your community? 

Not Involved 1 2 3 4 5 Very Involved 

9. Which community do you currently reside in? 

 Marshall  Martinsville  Casey  Paris  West Union 

 Chrisman  Kansas  Brocton  Hume  Other 

10. Do you own a personal computer? 

 No  Yes 

11. If yes, do you have the Internet in your home? 

 No  Yes 

(continued on I6d) 
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(continued front 16c) 

12. What Internet provider do you currently use? 

 Tigerpaw  Computer Wares  AOL  Other Local Provider  Other Provider 

13- Which newspapers do you most frequently read? 
 Casey Reporter  Charleston Times  Marshall Advocate 

 Paris Beacon  Marshall Independent  Martinsville Gazette 

 Clark County Daily Chronicle  Other 

14. Approximately what age are you? 

 Under 25  25-34  35-44  45-54  55-64  65 or Over 

Comments: 

Please fold page so address is visible, tape once, affix postage, and mail before December 18, 2000. 

Place 
stamp 
here 

EnerStar Power Corp. 

PO. Box 19 
Paris, IL 61944 
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Live Line Demo, Town Meetings 
 16c 

One Snowy Christmas Eve... I6d 

I’ll be switched! They make furniture out of that? 

Wayne puts some of his time into 
building creations such as these 
out of willow switches and barn 

Wayne Berry, who lives just south of 
Paris, has an interesting value-added busi¬ 
ness going. He takes a bunch 
of willow switches, or a 
smidge of barn siding, and 
makes useful stuff out of 
them. He does some cutting, 
adds nails and glue, and comes 
up with chairs, end tables, cof¬ 
fee tables, love seats and bird 
houses or butterfly houses, 
among other things. 

“I’d taught life science and 
coached basketball at Crestwood 
School in Paris since 1972,” he 
says, “and I retired from there 
about six years ago. I was looking 
for an idea for some way to fill 
time and to earn a little extra in¬ 
come.” 

“Bart Boewe, my brother-in-law, 
lives in Quincy, where he works in folk art 
and crafts. He came down and showed me 
how to make a love seat and a couple of 
small projects like birdhouses, and 1 just 
took it from there.” 

Wayne figured he’d work about half 
time, keep busy with fun, interesting 
work, and bring in a little extra money. It 
turned out differently. 

“I worked part-time for a year or so,” 
he chuckles, “and the demand for my 
things grew so fast that I’ve gone back to 
working just about full time.” 

He notes that if he has the material on 
hand, he can turn out a love seat or two 

(continued on page 16b) 
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chairs in a day. He picks up the material, 

incidentally just about anywhere he can 

find it. “I look around for low places and 

creeks, wherever you can find willows, 

and get my materials there. Of course, I 

ask the farmer for permission, then 1 just 

cut a lot of switches. The barn siding I use 

comes from over by Macomb.” 

He notes that wintertime is the best 

time to look for willows. “It’s best to use it 

in a few days,” he says, or it dries out and 

won't bend.” 

Wayne and his wife, Glenda, are Olney 

natives, who moved to Paris when he got 

the teaching job. They’ve been here since. 

Anyone interested in talking to Wayne 

about his products can call him at 

(217)466-0105. 

A love seat takes shape. 

While these 

chairs are 
made much 

the way they 

were a century 

ago, modern 
machinery 

helps some. 

Here, Wayne 

uses a nail gun 

to speed the 
Process. 

The proof of the chair is in the sitting. The end table is made 

up of a combination of willow and barn siding. Wayne pauses for a photo in the midst of his 

work. He can build one love seat or two 

chairs in a day. 
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Live Line Demo was a Hit 

EnerStar Power Corp proudly spon¬ 

sored “Live Line Demos,” performed by 

Kyle Finley in area schools throughout Oc¬ 

tober and November. On October 27 there 

were four demonstrations in Paris 

schools, held in the Crestwood and Mayo 

gymnasiums. Those in attendance were 

all 3rd - 8th graders from Crestwood, 

Mayo, Vance, and Redman schools. On 

November 9 one demo was sponsored in 

Martinsville for all 4th - 6th graders and two 

in Chrisman schools for 3rd - 8th graders. 

All demonstrations were a huge success! 

EnerStar sent each student and 

teacher home with a Frisbee to help every¬ 

one remember the exciting demonstra¬ 

tion. The 45-minute demonstration 

consists of poles, 

transformers and line 

hardware used by 

EnerStar Power. 

EnerStar Linemen were 

present at each demon¬ 

stration to assist Kyle 

and help educate the 

kids on live line safety. 

The intent of sponsoring 

these demonstrations 

was to help promote 

Electrical Safety and pro¬ 

tect children from injury or death. 

EnerStar Power hopes to sponsor more 

Live Line Demo programs in other area 

schools this spring. If you are interested 

in hearing more about the Demo, please 

call Kyle Finley with Live Line Demo, Inc. 

at 217-759-7916 or Anne Yargus with 

EnerStar Power at 217-463-4145 ext, 628. 

Capital Credit Update 
October and November were very busy 

Capital Credit months for EnerStar Power. 

Between collecting surveys, answering 

questions, mailing out notices for mem¬ 

bers from 1938-1953, and last but not 

least-mailing out the checks, we were on 

our toes all month! A big thanks goes out 

to all of our members for being so patient 

with us. 

The Capital Credit Survey response was 

great! We were pleasantly surprised by the 

amount of surveys that we received back. 

Thank you to all of the members who par¬ 

ticipated and sent their survey back to 

EnerStar. The majority7 of surveys that we 

received were in support of changing the 

by-laws from F.I.F.O. to the Percentage 

Method. Most members viewed the Per¬ 

centage Method, as “the fairest method 

for all EnerStar members.” There will be 

more information and discussion regard¬ 

ing Capital Credits at the Annual Meeting 

on March 3, 2001 at Crestwood School in 

Paris, IL. 

In the past, Patty Berry, EnerStar’s 

Cost Accountant, has been in charge of all 

Capital Credit Information. The Capital 

Credit contact has recently changed and 

will now be Mary Mewes. She will take all 

Capital Credit phone calls and answer any 

questions you have regarding Capital 

Credits. Mary can be reached locally at 

466-7602 or toll free at 800-635-4145 ext. 

602. 

Town Meetings were Successful 
EnerStar Power hosted a series of town celebrations throughout 

our member service area in an effort to educate our members of 

the rate decrease effective December 1, 2000. The first town cel¬ 

ebration was held on October 25 in Brocton and the last celebra¬ 

tion was hosted in Martinsville on November 20. With a total of 

seven meetings throughout Clark and Edgar counties, we traveled 

to Brocton, Kansas, Marshall, Chrisman, West Union, Martinsville, 

and hosted a celebration in Paris, on November 14 for all of our 

local members. 

With the exception of the Marshall town meeting, Tom Hentz, 

President and CEO, was the featured speaker at each town cel¬ 

ebration. 

Topics covered at the meetings included a brief explanation 

about the Soyland Buyout, the benefits of the Soyland Buyout, 

examples of new rates as of December 1, the change in the bill format, the cur¬ 

rent status of Capital Credits, and Future Power Supply. Overall, we had a positive turnout and were happy to host the town cel¬ 

ebrations to help educate our members about the current events going on with their cooperative. 

www.enerstar.com DECEMBER 2000 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16C 



Happy Holidays to You from Us! 

What’s your family tradition during the holiday season? Traditions are a good way to bring families together dur¬ 

ing the holidays. They build unity and make bonds stronger. We hope that each of you have a safe and memorable 

holiday with your friends and loved ones. We have inserted this story and hope you enjoy it as much as we have. 

One Snowy Christmas Eve 

Twas the night before Christmas and out on the ranch 

The pond was frozen over and so was the branch 

The snow was piled up belly deep to a mule; 

The kids were all home on vacation from school, 

And happier young folks you never did see, 

Just sprawled around a-watching TV. 

Then suddenly some time around eight o’clock 

The power went off, the TV went dead! 

When Grandpa came in from out in the shed 

With an armload of wood, the house was all dark. 

“Just what 1 expect,” they heard him remark 

“Them EnerStar lines must be down from the snow 

Seems sorter like times on the ranch long ago “ 

“I’ll hunt up some candles,” said Mom “With their light 

And the fireplace I reckon we’ll make out all right. 

The teenagers all seemed enveloped in gloom, 

Then Grandpa came back from a trip to his room, 

Uncased his old fiddle and started to play 

That old Christmas song about bells on a sleigh. 

Mom started to sing, and the first thing they knew 

Both Pop and the kids were all singing it too! 

They sang Christmas carols, they sang “Holy Night,” 

Their eyes all a-shining in the ruddy firelight. 

They played some charades Mom recalled from her youth. 

And Pop read a passage from God’s Book of Truth. 

They stayed up till midnight and would you believe 

Those youngsters agreed ’twas a fine Christmas Eve! 

Grandpa arose early, sometime before dawn, 

And when the kids awakened, the current was on. 

“EnerStar sure got the line repaired quick,” 

Said Grandpa - and no one suspected his trick; 

Last night for the sake of some old-fashioned fun 

He had pulled the main switch - the old son-of-a-gun! 
Reprinted from the Tennessee Magazine-author unknown. 
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