
Egyptian 
Messenger 
essenaer. oublished bv the Eavotian Electric Coo The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 

with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro, providing electric service to Southern Illinois. 

INTERNET 

As we start a new century, we will continue 
to be bombarded by claims that the Internet will 
rule our lives from now on. We will be told that 
unless we are on the net we are being left be¬ 
hind and unless our businesses are engaged in 
e-commerce, they are doomed for failure. I sus¬ 
pect there is both hype and truth in what is be¬ 
ing said and the trick is to separate the hype from 
what is relevant. I personally have a computer at 
home and it is connected to the net, but I can’t 
say that it has affected my life one way or an¬ 
other. I do use it occasionally, but I am not one to 
surf the net just to see what is out there. I still 
enjoy reading over surfing the net and am not 
likely to change any time soon. I have never pur¬ 
chased anything over the net and do not have 
any immediate plans to do so, but will probably do 
so some time in the future. 

While I do not see myself doing a great deal 
on the net in the immediate future, I do see some 
potential for the cooperative to utilize the net. 
We are in the process of developing a website 
whereby anyone visiting the site can obtain in¬ 
formation about the cooperative and the services 
it provides. We intend to include such informa¬ 
tion as to where our offices are located, how to 
sign up for service, how to read your meter and 
figure your bill if you are a self-billed account, 
and various other information that will help both 
present and future members. Since we have a 
considerable number of new student members 
coming from outside the area each year, a website 
with all the pertinent information should be ben¬ 
eficial to them in signing up for electrical ser¬ 
vice. 

We do see some potential benefits in the 

e-commerce aspect of the web and in 2000 we 
will be exploring ways to utilize the web in our 
daily business operations. The ultimate goal will 
be to give each member access to his own billing 
records whereby he can inquire as to his pay¬ 
ment and usage records. Thus, a self-billed mem¬ 
ber that forgot to record the last meter reading 
could obtain that information from his own com¬ 
puter by accessing his records through the web. 
What we would really hope to do is for the mem¬ 
ber to be able to transfer his bill payment from 
his bank account to our account electronically. 
These are some of the areas in which we have 
an interest and at this point we do not know what 
is involved to make these ideas a reality. The 
technology is probably out there; it is just a mat¬ 
ter of adapting it to our business. 

How much demand is there for that kind of 
service? Probably not a great deal at the present 
time. I suspect that a high percentage of our 
members did not grow up with a computer and 
are not going to take to the computer like today’s 
younger generation. We offer automatic bank bill 
payment to our billed accounts and only about 200 
members avail themselves of that service. We 
read about 3,500 meters, so 200 is less than 
seven percent of the total that could utilize this 
service. I do not know if it is fear of not having 
enough money in the bank when we would make 
the withdrawal or just plain mistrust of having 
someone taking money out of their account each 
month, but something is causing a really conve¬ 
nient service to be under utilized. I suspect that 
many want to be able to write the check and have 
total control over their finances, which leads me 
to believe that it will be quite some time before 
e-commerce on the net has much impact on our 
billing operations. 

I am sure that someone reading this is think¬ 
ing that I have overlooked the member being able 
to buy electrical energy over the web from other 
power suppliers. That is, of course, a possibility, 
but based on how power is generated and dis¬ 
patched to cover loads, I do not see that happen¬ 
ing for the residential consumer for a long time. 
I believe the cost to real time meter each cus¬ 
tomer in order for a supplier to dispatch genera- 
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tion to meet the load it is obligated to serve will 
be such that there will not be any savings over 
staying with your local utility. Undoubtedly, 
wholesale power will be traded over the net among 
generation suppliers and perhaps large retail cus¬ 
tomers will also buy over the net, but the savings 
will probably be hard to find for the smaller resi¬ 
dential customer. The technology is available to 
do almost anything you desire, but the cost of in¬ 

stallation and maintenance has to be factored into 
the cost of the end product and that cost will be 
the deciding factor as to what becomes a reality 
and what falls by the wayside. 

Whatever the new century holds in the way of 
change and new technology, we intend to utilize 
those changes that make economic sense and 
will enable us to improve our service to you. It is 
bound to be an exciting time. 

The Energy Page 
By Bryce Cramer 

So, you’re going to build a new home. You’ve 
bought your property and decided on the site lay¬ 
out. You’ve picked a floor plan and modified it to 
your needs. You’ve looked at kitchen cabinets and 
carpet and flooring samples. But, have you thought 
about your home automation system? “What’s 
that?” you say, “Home automation is only for fu¬ 
turistic homes, like George Jetson lived in.” Well, 
believe it or not, home automation is here now. 
Unfortunately, I’m not speaking of hitting a but¬ 
ton to get a four-course meal and another button 
that cleans up the mess. Or a robot that picks up 
after the kids and does the laundry. Maybe at some 
point in time we will have these things like the 
Jetson’s did, but for now, we’ll just have to settle 
for some conveniences and security devices that 
were not available ten years ago. Home automa¬ 
tion today is basically centered around lighting, 
audio/visual, data, space conditioning and home 
security. 

Let’s start with lighting. We’ve had exterior 
flood light fixtures that come on when motion is 
detected for some time now. But, instead of just 
an outside light coming on, you would like the 
garage light, the entryway light and the kitchen 
and hall lights to come on when you drive up. With 
the touch of your garage door remote, that’s now 
a possibility. Or, maybe instead of just the exte¬ 
rior lights coming on when motion is detected, 
you’d like to be notified by your doorbell or have 
certain lights in the house come on, like the liv¬ 
ing room and hallway. Some exterior motion de¬ 
tector fixtures can now be programmed to send 
signals over the powerline (household wiring) to 
other devices in the home. 

Maybe you want remote control of the lights 
in your home. In our house, the last person un¬ 
der the blanket is responsible for turning off the 
lights. Now, just reach over to the remote control 
on your night stand, hit the ALL OFF button and 
you’re done. No need to get up. Or maybe you’ve 
been reading the paper in your easy chair and 
now want to watch the news. Instead of getting 
up to dim the lights, just hit the button on the 

remote to send the lights to the level you have 
pre-set for television viewing. 

As to audio/visual, your pocket book is prob¬ 
ably the only limiting factor as to what can be 
done. Like to listen to classical music while you 
read the paper? Instead of having separate mu¬ 
sic systems for each room, all of the equipment 
can be in a central location. The only thing needed 
in any room to control the system is a remote IR 
(infrared) sensor. With a CD carousel, you can 
pre-load your favorite CD’s and access them re¬ 
motely from any room. And, you can have sepa¬ 
rate volume controls in each room also. Want to 
watch your favorite video on the bedroom TV? Now 
instead of having a separate VCR in each room, 
you can have one centrally located VCR and send 
the signal to any room in the house. And still use 
the remote to pause the movie when the phone 
rings. 

Are you a home video buff, preferring to wait 
for the new releases at the video rental instead 
of going to the theater? With a few minor changes 
and some equipment, you can turn your TV room 
into a fantastic home theater. Add surround 
sound, place invisible speakers in the wall and 
install tactile sound transducers that shake your 
floor or favorite chair at explosive low-frequency 
viewing moments and you have a room as good 
as any theater. 

I would imagine that most members of the 
cooperative have a computer at home. Would you 
believe me if I told you that in the near future 
you’ll have at least two? Think about your par¬ 
ents, did they have two cars at home when you 
were small? Probably not. But, I’ll bet the major¬ 
ity of you have at least two cars today. So, it’s prob¬ 
ably safe to bet that in the near future, (if not 
already happening in many homes) mom and dad 
will have their computer and the kids will each 
have their own. Wouldn’t it be nice to have the 
computers communicate with each other, to 
share files, to team work on projects or to even 
play games with each other? With ethernet net¬ 
working cards and proper cables, no problem. And, 
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with the proper video card in the computer, you 
can use your monitor as a television, eliminat¬ 
ing television sets in the kids room. And, you’ll 
be able to monitor what they watch! 

Home heating/ventilation/air-conditioning 
(HVAC) equipment has also stepped into the next 
millennium. Manufacturers have recognized that 
certain areas of the home need to be at different 
temperatures than others. If you’re like me, you 
like your bedroom cooler at night than the rest of 
the house. With central heating and cooling sys¬ 
tems of the past, you had one temperature op¬ 
tion, what the central thermostat was set at. Now 
with zone systems available even for central 
HVAC systems, you can have thermostatic 
control over different zones of the house. And they 
can be tied to computer programs for even more 
control and set back capabilities. 

The options available today for home secu¬ 
rity are limitless. With heat and smoke sensors, 
the system can automatically alert the fire de¬ 
partment, allowing us to concentrate on escap¬ 
ing the house. Security systems use door, window 
and motion detectors to detect intruders. They 
can automatically notify the authorities and can 
turn all of the lights on in the house to provide 
safety for us. Have a long driveway? Install a sen¬ 
sor along the drive and it will notify you that some 
one is approaching. And if it’s after dark, it will 
turn exterior lights on so you can identity the 
approaching party. Or, install a remote video cam¬ 
era near the door. When the alarm is sounded, 
the system can be programmed to show the video 

We’ve all heard these definitions many times, 
but it doesn’t hurt to go through them one more 
time. Remembering “weatherspeak” can help 
keep you safe and warm this winter. 

“Frost/freeze warning” — Below freezing 
temperatures are expected which may cause 
damage to plants, crops or fruit trees. 

“Winter weather advisory” — Winter 
weather conditions are expected which could 
cause significant inconvenience and may be haz¬ 
ardous, especially to motorists. 

on all of the televisions in the house. You can 
speak to the party remotely from any telephone 
in the home and if you know them, you can un¬ 
lock the door remotely so you don’t have to get up 
from your easy chair. 

Sounds great? Well, we’re not finished yet. 
What about Fido? Leaving for the weekend and 
don’t want to board Fido? Install an automatic 
feeder and your pet will have fresh water and food 
the whole weekend. Of course a watered and fed 
pet leads to other things. Ok, you installed an in¬ 
visible fence around the yard to let Fido roam, 
but how does he get outside while you're gone? 
Install an automatic pet door! This device allows 
your pet to enter and leave the house at will, but 
any pet that doesn’t have the special magnetic 
pendant on its collar can’t gain access. Connect 
it to your computer and the software will only al¬ 
low him to exit at certain times of the day. 

Electronics have brought us many products 
and devices that have changed our lives. Some 
say the change is for the good, some disagree. 
But regardless, our lives, living habits and life 
styles have changed and will continue to change. 
You may not think you will ever incorporate any 
home automation into your home, but then, ten 
years ago did you think you would ever have a 
computer in your home and send e-mail to friends 
and family or even shop via the Internet? So, even 
if you don’t want any of this stuff today, how do 
you make sure your new home can handle it at 
some later time? Stay tuned next month and we’ll 
discuss what you should do to pre-wire your home. 

— one more time. 
“Winter storm watch” — This tells you to be 

alert because a storm is likely. 

“Winter storm warning” — Take action! A 
storm is in or will soon be entering the area. 

“Blizzard warning” — 
Snow and strong winds com¬ 
bined will produce blinding 
snow, near zero visibility, 
deep drifts, and life-threaten¬ 
ing wind chill. Seek refuge 
immediately. 
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What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 5. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 684- 
2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emer¬ 
gency calls after hours. 
Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

Winter weather terms 



Does your computer dislike 
power outages? 

Lease an 
uninterruptable 
power supply 

(UPS) system from 
Egyptian for as little as 

$5.00 a month and make your 
computer a happy computer. 

Unfortunately, power outages happen. 
Cars hit poles, squirrels climb transformers, 

tree limbs break and storms blow. No matter how 
much maintenance we do, things happen. But 
with a UPS, you will never lose another byte of 

information again. The UPS will also protect your 
computer from lightning and high or low voltage 
spikes. 

A UPS can give you 5-30 minutes of back-up 
power (depending on the model and your com¬ 
puter), plenty of time to save your work and safely 
shut down your computer. We even have a model 
for $8.50 a month that will turn your computer off 
for you in the event of an outage while you are 
away from home. And you can include the monthly 
charge with your monthly electric payment. Stop 
by your nearest Cooperative office for details. 

Stay safe...and warm 
Cold days and nights may 

call for some extra heat in your 
home. Modern conveniences 

such as electric blankets and por¬ 
table electric heaters add a lot of 

comfort but can present risks if not 
properly used. However, with a few basic 
commonsense tips, you can stay safe and warm 
throughout the winter: 

• Keep bedding, clothes, draperies, rugs, furni¬ 
ture or anything that may be flammable at least 
three feet away from portable heaters — even 
those with safety guards and automatic cut-off 
switches. 
• Don’t tuck in electric blankets, or you may 
damage or break the insulation around the coils 
and create a fire hazard. 
• Keep electric blankets on top of other covers, 
and keep pets off the blanket, too. 
• Always unplug electric heaters and blankets 
when they’re not in use. Never leave these ap¬ 
pliances unattended. 

• Portable heaters and electric blankets, or any 
other appliance that produces heat, should not 
be used with extension cords. Make sure to plug 
them directly into a wall outlet. 

Source: National Electrical Safety Foundation 

Office 
closing 

Our office will be 
closed Monday, 

Jan. 17, 2000, in ob¬ 

servance of Dr. Mar¬ 

tin Luther King’s 

birthday. 

Credit card 
payments 
Out of town and forgot to 

^ A mail your electric payment? 
Or just got hit with unex- 

W ——** ^ pected bills and cash is 

tight? We now accept 
MasterCard and Visa 

credit cards for payment of bills and 
deposits. And most transactions can be completed by phone. A small processing fee will be 
added. 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING JANUARY 2000 



The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro. 

As I write this, it is now the year 2000 and 
thus far it appears that Y2K was pretty 

i much a non-event. Essential utilities func¬ 
tioned as normal and overall there seemed to be 
few problems. Minor problems will probably crop 
up on office computers as we go along, but essen¬ 
tially our power system operated as we expected 
it would and we did not have any Y2K related out¬ 
ages. The interconnected power grid also func¬ 
tioned as normal, so it appears that the dire 
predications were vastly overblown. 

Leading up to the new year, the Jackson 
County Board held a number of meetings of all of 
the critical agencies and service providers in the 
county to assess everyone's status and to ad¬ 
dress any problems. The general consensus of ev¬ 
eryone was that they were ready, "provided that 
the power stayed on." That statement really drives 
home the point that no matter how far advanced 
we are in computers and technology, none of it 
matters if there is not a power source. Most of us 
are pretty well out of business if we do not have 
electricity and, if we happen to live in a rural area 
and depend on a well, we don't even have a water 
supply. 

We are becoming more and more dependent 
on electricity for our daily personal and business 
activities and service interruptions are more and 
more an inconvenience. That being the case, it 
might be a good time to review how we operate 
so that you might have a better idea as to why we 
have outages and what we face in getting your 
service restored as soon as possible. I am sure 
that there are those who think there is no excuse 
for any outage and, if there is one, service should 
be restored in fifteen minutes. Let me take a few 
minutes of your time to discuss the realities. 

Our system is made up of approximately 
2,100 miles of line of which over 300 miles are 
underground. We have approximately 40,000 
poles on the system and 7,000 transformers. 
Each pole has at least one insulator and each 
transformer has a fuse and lightning arrestor. It is 
hard to estimate how many connectors we have 
on the system, but in all likelihood the number is 
in the thirty to forty thousand range, or perhaps 
higher. You factor in wind, lightning, tree contacts, 
animal contacts, automobile accidents, natural 
weathering and any number of other reasons and 

FROM THE 

MANAGER'S DESK 

BY HARRY KUHN 

you have a lot of reasons why something can go 
wrong and it will go wrong no matter what we do. 

When an outage occurs during normal working 
hours or after hours, our practice is to send a ser¬ 
viceman to see what the problem is and, in about 
seventy percent of the cases, he is able to restore 
the service by himself. The other thirty percent of 
the time he will need help in repairing the prob¬ 
lem. If it is during normal business hours, we sim¬ 
ply call a crew off another job. If it is after hours, it 
means calling more linemen out of their homes. 
The basic facts are that if a serviceman can fix the 
problem, service will probably be restored within 
an hour or two, depending on how far it is from the 
office and what the problem is. Something as 
simple as a transformer fuse may be fixed in less 
than an hour if it is fairly close to the office. Major 
problems requiring additional assistance may take 
several hours, especially if the problem is storm 
related and there are problems elsewhere on the 
system. 

It appears that speed is more and more the 
issue and everyone's expectations are being 
raised to levels that are not realistic for all busi¬ 
nesses and industries. One of the big selling 
points of buying on line on the Internet is that they 
promise speed in filling the order and delivering it 
to your home. If you were a lineman and had to 
find a cracked insulator or bad lightning arrestor in 
the middle of the night when it is storming, you 
would very quickly come to the realization that op¬ 
erating and maintaining an electrical system is not 
assembly line work. Finding a problem on an elec¬ 
trical supply system is not an exact science. Expe¬ 
rience is a great asset and a little luck doesn't hurt 
either. 

Our linemen work under some pretty trying 
conditions at times to restore service and I think 
they do a terrific job. I know that it may seem like 

(continued on 16b) 
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(continued from 16a) 

forever when your electricity is off, but please Keep 
in mind what is involved in trying to find the prob¬ 
lem and then fixing it. We do not like outages ei¬ 
ther and we are going to get service restored as 
quickly as we can safely do so. Line work does in¬ 
volve personal risk and safety has top priority over 
speed. I am sure that you would not expect other¬ 
wise. 

What can you do to help yourself when an out¬ 
age occurs? You should, of course, report the out¬ 
age and not assume that someone else has. If you 
know the cause, such as broken wire or a downed 
pole, please report it because it can shorten the 
search time considerably. Also, if you saw a flash, 
heard an arc or heard a loud noise, that information 
would be of great help to us in narrowing down 
where the problem might be. From your own per¬ 
sonal standpoint, it is always a good idea to have 
flashlights, extra batteries and candles on hand. A 
lot of the advice given out for Y2K makes good 
sense anytime. Also, if you use a computer a lot 
for personal use or especially if you use it for busi¬ 
ness reasons, you should have an uninterruptible 
power supply system (UP5). A UP5 system will not 
carry your computer for long, but it will keep you 
from losing data and it will allow an orderly shut¬ 
down of the computer. We do lease UP5 systems if 

you do not want to buy one and you can call either 
office for information on the lease program. 

During any major outage, we will have those 
situations where we have elderly members without 
service or someone is on life support. Everyone 
should have a contingency plan if the electrical ser¬ 
vice is out for an extended period and have a place 
to go in such a situation. I know from personal ex¬ 
perience in dealing with elderly relatives that it is 
not always easy to get someone to leave their 
home, but if someone is at risk, the family, neigh¬ 
bors or law enforcement officials have to step in 
and do what is right. Someone's health or well be¬ 
ing should not be gambled on the power being re¬ 
stored before they get in real trouble. 

As we start a new century, let me assure you 
that we do our best to keep the system main¬ 
tained to reduce outages. When outages occur in 
spite of our efforts, we make every effort to get 
your service restored as quickly as possible. All we 
ask is for your patience and understanding of the 
problems we face in operating a large complex 
system that operates in an environment that pre¬ 
sents a lot of opportunities for equipment to fail 
and for things to happen that are going to cause 
an outage. 

Jackson substation On 5aturday, December 11, crews of Egyp¬ 
tian Electric were able to put a recent 
$3.14 million transmission system en¬ 

hancement, Jackson Station, to good use. Late 
that afternoon, after colliding with a deer, a large 
wrecker ran off the road and rolled into a transmis¬ 
sion pole east of the Southern Illinois Airport. The 
collision destroyed the cedar transmission pole, 
and without the system improvement, cooperative 
members served by Carbondale East and 
Carterville substations would have been without 
power for several hours. As it was, employees 
were able to reroute transmission service to these 
two substations via the Jackson Station and re¬ 
store service in a relatively short time frame. 

According to Jarrell Graham, Transmission Su¬ 
perintendent for Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive (5IPC), Lake of Egypt (Egyptian's power 
supplier and owner of the station), construction on 
the new station started in August of 1998 and was 
just recently completed. The new station is fed by 
a 161,000 volt transmission line that feeds from 
the power plant to the Campbell Mill switching sta¬ 
tion, where it interconnects with a 138,000 volt 
Illinois Power Company transmission line for addi¬ 
tional system security and power interchange. 

The new Jackson Station changes the 161,000 
volts to 69,000 volts, the transmission voltage 
used by Egyptian's substations. According to Gra¬ 
ham, other than labor, the transformer was the 
single most expensive portion of the project, cost- 
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ing over $760,000. If you think purchasing a 
breaker for your residential electric panel is expen¬ 
sive, trying purchasing one for a transmission sys¬ 
tem. The breakers used in Jackson Station were 
nearly $55,000 each with the controls necessary 
to operate them and the station has six of them! 
And that does not include the station's control 
room and electronic equipment at $300,000. 

Although an expensive improvement, 5IPC and 
Egyptian believe the enhancement is a needed im¬ 
provement to the transmission system to ensure 
system reliability and capacity for future growth in 
the Carbondale area. Jackson Station is just one 
more example of your Cooperative and SIPC's 
commitment to providing reliable and affordable 
energy for southern Illinois. 



by Bryce Cramer 

Last month we discussed some of the ways 
home automation can enhance our life styles. 

, We also recognized that even though we may 
not want home automation now, there might come 
a time in the future that this will change. The ques¬ 
tion facing us if we are building a new home now is 
what should be considered and what can we do to 
ensure we have the capability to take advantage of 
home automation in the future. 

The first consideration we should make is the 
location of the wiring hub for the six types of equip¬ 
ment we may have. 
1. Audio/video distribution 
2. Telephone 
3. Intelligent home automation controller 
4. Data distribution 
5. Multi-zone HVAC controller 
6. 5ecurity panel 
Most of these panels and equipment can be lo¬ 

cated anywhere in the home, such as a spare closet 
or utility room. One consideration to keep in mind, 
however, concerns the audio/video equipment. If 
you wish to be able to see your equipment from 
your family room or projection room, you may want 
to locate it in a wall next to a closet or utility room. 
This will allow the rear to be accessed from the re¬ 
mote room, hiding cables from view. 

Second, list all of the locations where you might 
want some type of home automation equipment in 
the future. Don't be afraid to be extravagant at this 
point. Remember, we're only talking cable now, you 
can add the equipment later, if ever. You may not 
think you'll ever want audio/video in the pool area or 
on the deck now or a phone or speakers in your 
bathroom, but things do change. 

Next, select your cables. You should run 2 R(j-6 
coaxial cables for video distribution. One will distrib¬ 
ute the external signal from cable TV or your satellite 
through out the house and the other will allow for 
internal distribution of a signal from a VCR/DVD 
player or remote cameras. The RO-59 coax com¬ 
monly used in most homes today is slightly less ex¬ 
pensive than R-6, but it does not have the 
bandwidth needed for future applications and RO-6 
will provide a better video signal now. Remember to 
run a cable or two to exterior locations now where 
you may want an external camera someday. 

Use a 14 ga. quality cable for speakers, You will 
be making long runs, so resistance will be higher 
than normal. Plus, the cable can act as an antenna 
and be susceptible to interference. 

You will also want at least two Cat 5 cables. Cat 
5 cable is 8 conductor, 24 ga. wire that is tightly 
twisted in pairs to reduce interference and cross 
talk. It can be used for data, security, telephone, in¬ 
tercom and infrared sensors. Cat 3 cable (similar in 
design to Cat 5) is rated for 10 Mbps of data 
throughput while Cat 3 is rated for 100 Mbps. Cat 3 
cable is sufficient for today's needs, but as comput¬ 

ers get faster and faster, use Cat 5 to be prepared 
for tomorrow. 

If there will be a zonal MVAC system in your 
house, you will need to install an 8-conductor ther¬ 
mostat wire at each thermostat location. Pay par¬ 
ticular attention to the proximity of these cables to 
120 V wiring. Interference can cause your MVAC 
system to operate abnormally. 

With all of these cables, you will want to make 
'home runs' to the central wiring hub equipment 
area. This just means that the cables run from the 
central hub to each remote location and not from 
remote location to remote location. If cable is run 
from location to location, a fault or defect in one 
cable can cause all equipment to fail and make it 
hard to find the fault. 

In addition, keep all cables at least three feet 
from all 120V wiring to minimize interference. If you 
need to cross electrical wires, do so at a 90 degree 
angle. Also, avoid pinching or making a tight bend 
with the Cat 5 cable. Doing so can deteriorate the 
ability of the cable to carry the full data bandwidth. 

When terminating the cables, there are addi¬ 
tional considerations to be made, hirst, if you are 
going to install remote controlled lighting switches 
or outlets, use deep J-boxes at these locations. This 
will allow room for the installation of the remote 
switches and outlets. RC-6, phone and data lines 
have appropriate wall jacks available and should be 
terminated with these. Speaker cables should be 
terminated at the in-wall speaker or volume control 
switch. If no in-wall speakers are to be installed at 
this time, terminate the wires in a J-box with banana 
jacks. This will allow external speakers to be in¬ 
stalled later. Or, if you install in-wall speakers later, a 
groove for the cables can be cut in the drywall and 
then patched. Any unallocated cables should be ter¬ 
minated in a J-box and covered with a blank plate. 

The other end of the cables will be terminated at 
the central hub. RC-6 cables should be terminated 
in a video distribution panel. Cat 5 cables used for 
the telephone system should be terminated with 
RG-ll or RC-23 jacks and plugged into the phone 
system. If a phone system is not being used, they 
should be terminated in a punchdown distribution 
block. All other cables should be terminated at their 
respective equipment. 

When wiring for the future, remember that you 
do not know what equipment or automation will be 
available later. Installing cable in rooms you do not 
think you will need anything in now may seem like a 
waste, but things change. Installing an extra set of 
Cat 5 cables now will be a lot less expensive than 
having an electrician try to fish wires into finished 
walls and ceilings, if it can even be done. 

Last, but not least, make detailed notes and la¬ 
bel cables. Memories always fade and get foggy. If 
you sell the home some day, the new homeowner 
will surely appreciate it. 
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Youth to Washington essay contest 

Are you a sophomore or junior in high 
school, like to write and love to travel? 

Mow about spending a week in Washington, 
D.C. at our expense? If this sounds like fun to you, 
then you should be a part of the national Youth to 
Washington essay contest sponsored locally by 
Egyptian Electric Co¬ 
operative. Each sum¬ 
mer, Egyptian sends 
six area high school 
students to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. for a week 
during the national 
program sponsored 
by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
Association. 

While there, 
you'll visit many of 
our national monu¬ 
ments, site see, 
make friends, take a 
riverboat cruise on 
the Potomac and 
meet many of our 
Illinois legislators. 
And, all this at our 
expense. 

To enter, you will 
need to write a 
1,000 word or less 
essay on "E-commerce: Should it be taxed?" and 
submit it to the Cooperative by March 10,2000, for 
the initial judging. 

A panel of judges will score all essays submit¬ 
ted. The top ten essays will be invited to a banquet 

at the 5IU-C Student Center to be held April 18. At 
the banquet, a new panel of judges will select the 
final six students. 

If you are selected as one of the ten finalists, 
you will also have the opportunity to visit our state 
capitol on April 12 as part of Illinois Rural Electric 

Youth Day. We'll 
meet our local legis¬ 
lative contingent 
and visit other 
Springfield sites and 
state monuments. 
If you would like to 
have fantastic 
memories of the 
year 2000 to keep 
with you forever, 
this may be an op¬ 
portunity you don't 
want to pass up. 
Contact the English 
department at your 
school for additional 
information such as 
essay topic, re¬ 
search material, en¬ 
try forms and 
contest rules. Or, 
contact your nearest 
Cooperative office 
for a resource 

packet. 
As you can see, many students have had this 

exciting opportunity and have many friends and 
memories because of it. Don't let this once in a 
lifetime experience pass you by. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED 

MONDAY, FEB. 15, 2000, 
FOR PRESIDENT'S DAY. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your 

neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 684- 
2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emer¬ 
gency calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

◄ 
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 2000 



The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro. 

Messenger ("Providing electric service to Southern Illinois" A Touchstone Energy-Parmer 

OUTAGES W'e did not have a single problem with Y2K, 
but January did get the new century off to a 
rough start. The first thing to happen was the 

130-mph microburst that hit our system on the east 
side of Carbondale. Fortunately, it was confined to a 
relatively small area, but we had nine distribution 
poles snapped off and a number of leaning poles. 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative had three 
69,000-volt transmission poles broken off and sev¬ 
eral were leaned over. The soft ground was a help in 
that it allowed some poles to lean or otherwise they 
might have been snapped off. The muddy ground 
was not, however, a help in getting service restored. 

As you might imagine, winds of that velocity can 
cause a lot of damage and really tangle things to the 
point where it takes a lot of time to get everything 
straightened out again. The poles were not just 
snapped off. The tops with the wires on them landed 
fifty to seventy feet out in the field in some places. 
Some of the poles had double circuits on them, so it 
was quite a mess to straighten out. The storm hit 
about 9:30 a.m. and our men worked through until 
2:30 a.m. the next morning before we had service 
restored to everyone. I know that is a long time if you 
are without power, but if you saw the damage, you 
would understand why it takes so long. 

Our next big outage occurred on Saturday morn¬ 
ing, January 15. It happened to be a nice day, so 
those kind of interruptions are harder for the mem¬ 
ber to understand. We suddenly lost power on the 
west side of Carbondale and it did not take very 
many phone calls for us to ascertain that we had lost 
the West Carbondale substation. Upon arriving at 
the substation, we found that major arcing had oc¬ 
curred in the station and we had sustained major 
damage to a three-phase breaker and another one 
had a lot of carbon and flash marks on it. We could 
find no evidence of an animal or bird in the station, 
so we immediately went to work to get all of the cir¬ 
cuits with the exception of the damaged breaker 
back on line. Once the major portion of the station 
was back on line, we attempted to transfer the circuit 
with the damaged breaker to the Murphysboro sub¬ 
station. At that point we tripped that circuit off line 
and discovered that our problem was initially caused 
by the problem on the line rather than a problem in 
the substation. 

FROM THE 
MANAGER'S DESK 
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When we switched the circuit to the 
Murphysboro station, the resulting short circuit was 
loud enough that we heard it and were then able to 
narrow down as to where the problem was. What we 
found was a squirrel that had gotten up on an under¬ 
ground riser and had caused a short circuit. Nor¬ 
mally the breaker in the station should have locked 
out and we should have had an outage on that cir¬ 
cuit, but something went wrong, however, and the 
short circuit caused by the squirrel resulted in major 
arcing in the station that was interrupted by the 
blowing of two 69,000-volt fuses. We have not been 
able to determine what caused the problems in the 
station and will never be sure as to what happened. 
All we know for sure is that one little squirrel caused 
about $20,000 in damage and had a lot of members 
out of service for awhile. 

My purpose in relating these events to you is to 
again remind everyone that operating an electrical 
system is not exactly assembly line work. An electri¬ 
cal system has many components that are exposed 
to wind, lightning, ice, animals, birds, and automo¬ 
bile accidents and there is no predicting when some¬ 
thing might go wrong. Those outages that are 
associated with storms are somewhat understand¬ 
able, but the cause of an outage during a nice day is 
not so readily apparent and leads some members to 
conclude that we are not doing our job or we are not 
maintaining the system. We do our best to maintain 
the system and to restore service when something 
goes wrong, but some things are going to happen 
no matter how hard we try. There is no predicting 
when an upcoming car might hit a deer and throw it 
up into the windshield of an oncoming wrecker, with 
the end result being the wrecker overturning and 
breaking off a 69,000-volt transmission pole. That 
happened recently near the Carbondale airport and 
about all we can do in those instances is repair the 
damage and be thankful that no one was seriously 
injured. 

(continued on 16b) 
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RURAL WATER SYSTEM 

As I have reported from time to time, we did form 
Egyptian Water Company to bring water to some of 
the rural areas that do not have access to treated wa¬ 
ter. I am pleased to report that the construction 
phase is done and water is being delivered. We set 
290 meters and at the end of January we had around 
sixty customers taking water. We also started supply¬ 
ing water to the village of Baldwin on January 25, 
and they have taken their water treatment plant out 
of service. We do not have a treatment plant so we 
buy treated water from the city of Sparta. 

It is our intention to continually expand the sys¬ 
tem and we have already submitted a pre-application 
for funds for the next phase of construction. It is a 
slow process to put together a water system, but 
now that we are in operation, we hope it will be 
easier and quicker to expand into other areas. Our 
water tower is located southwest of Sparta and we 
can serve a fairly large area from that tower. Cur¬ 
rently the system extends from the Steeleville “T” to 
Sparta and from there to Baldwin. We also follow 
Country Club Road to Schuline and from there to 
Walsh and further on to Preston, which is located just 
north of Walsh. 

Certified Comfort Home 
will save you SS 

Building a new home can be one of the most 
exciting times in one’s life. This new building 
of wood, stone and metal will reflect your 

ideas and personality. By tailoring the home to your 
needs and life style, it may even make your life more 
efficient. Besides all this, a home is just plain special; 
it’s where you eat and sleep, raise your children and 
laugh and cry. It‘s a place of special memories; holi¬ 
days with family, friends or that special someone. A 
home is that place of solitude we retreat when life’s 
pressures bear down on us. Simply put, “Home is 
Home.” 

Building a home can also be a trying time. There 
are many decisions to be made. Will you build it 
yourself or use a contractor, and then which contrac¬ 
tor? Which floor plan is best for you? Do you use 
brick, wood or vinyl siding? What type of windows is 
best? Etc., etc., etc. You get the picture. The deci¬ 
sions never stop until the house is finished. And be¬ 
cause there are decisions to be made, there 
will also be uncertainty. The two go 
hand in hand. 

The most worrisome uncer¬ 
tainty for many is the question 
‘Can I afford it?’ There are many 
sources available to help you 
answer parts of this question. 
Your contractor can help you 
reach the final price. Your 
banker can help you calculate 
your mortgage payment and 
the assessor can help calculate 
your property taxes. But what 
about your utility bills? Who will 
help you anticipate what it will cost 
to live in this house? If you are build¬ 
ing on Egyptian Electric’s distribution 
system, you are fortunate. 

As one of the many services we provide for 

o? 7o 

our members, we can calculate the future operating 
costs for your home. By doing a heat loss and gain, 
we can figure the amount of heating and cooling 
your home will need. Tell us the type of heating and 
cooling system you will be installing and we can give 
you your approximate heating and cooling costs. 
The heat loss and gain will also indicate the size of 
heating and cooling system your home will need. 

If you want to minimize your future operating 
costs, we can help you with that too. By building to 
the guidelines of the Certified Comfort Home Pro¬ 
gram, you can be assured that your future costs will 
be minimized. We can even inspect your home dur¬ 
ing the construction phase to ensure that the energy 
efficient design and construction techniques you 
have chosen for your home are done properly. 

We can also help you choose the most efficient 
heating and cooling system for your construction 

budget. Tell us the types of heating and cooling 
systems you want to evaluate and we will 

give you the operating costs for each. 
Once you get bids from heating and 

air-conditioning contractors for 
each system, you can make an 

informed decision as to what is 
best for you. 
The cost for all of this? Noth¬ 
ing. Just being a member of 
Egyptian Electric entitles you 
to these free services. By of¬ 
fering you our expertise in 
these areas, we can help you 
make informed decisions. And 

informed decisions present less 
anxiety. Just our way of making 

^ your special home a little easier to 
achieve. 

bcramer@intrnet.net 
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Millennium bug misses, storm doesn’t 

It wasn’t January 2, 1999; it was January 3, 2000. It 
wasn’t an ice storm; it was wind. Either way, each 
New Year brought the same result — power out¬ 

ages. While New Year 1999 slipped in with a coating 
of ice that covered nearly all of Egyptian’s service 
territory, the Millennium blew its way in with reported 
winds of over 120 mph. 

Although many in the affected area were con¬ 
vinced a small tornado had hit, the US Weather Ser¬ 
vice claims the damage was caused by a microburst. 
A microburst is a wind shear that can be caused by 
several meteorological conditions. Microbursts (vs. 
macrobursts) are less than 2-1/2 miles wide, have a 
duration of less than five minutes and wind speeds 
up to 146 mph. 

This particular microburst hit at 9:00 a.m. on the 
northeast side of Carbondale, on the north end of 
Reed Station Road. Although the damage was con¬ 
tained to a relatively small area, it created major 
problems for the Cooperative. Three transmission 
poles were blown to the ground where the 69kv line 
that feeds Carterville substation intersects with Crab 
Orchard Creek (see photos) and six more were 
pushed over by the howling winds. Until the line 
could be isolated, four other substations were af¬ 
fected by the transmission outage that resulted. 

In addition to the transmission outage, nine dis¬ 
tribution poles were broke. Although they were along 
the roadside, all nine poles were double circuit poles 
with several more conductors and crossarms than 
normal. While most members’ service was restored 
within hours, those served by the double circuit were 
without service until 2:30 a.m. the next morning. 

Remembering the ice storm of 1999, Egyptian’s 
crews are thankful the damage was not more wide¬ 
spread and the weather was warmer. But after start¬ 
ing two New Years in a row with storm damage, 
some are beginning to question if New Years is 
something to look forward to. 

We were fortunate, in a way, that the ground was soft 
enough that these poles just leaned over, instead of 
snapping off. But the soft ground made repairs difficult. 

While many poles leaned over in the soft ground, oth¬ 
ers snapped. This pole, and several others like it, 
made cleanup a long, tedious and expensive process. 

The storm left a tangle of downed trees, broken poles 
and twisted wires in its wake. 
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Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway 10169 Old Highway 13 

RO.Box 38 Murphysboro, Illinois 62966 
Steeleville, Illinois 62288 (618) 684-2143 

(618) 965-3434 
Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Why's there a band 
up the side of the page? 

As you may have noticed in the last issue or so 
of this publication, there’s a printed band up 
Jhe side of some of the pages. They’re there 

because we want you to be aware of the difference 
between co-ops and other businesses. 

There are seven basic cooperative principles, 
that band is to call them to your attention occasion¬ 
ally. Here’s a brief summary, so you’ll know what 
we’re referring to. 
BE3ESI2I3 Voluntary and open membership. Co¬ 
ops are voluntary organizations, open to anyone able 
to use their services and willing to accept the respon¬ 
sibility of membership. 
HillJJilNMHBI Democratic member control. Co-ops 
are democratic organizations controlled by their 
members, who participate in setting policies and 
making decisions. 
mj-J:ll?MI-TI35 Members’ economic participation. 
Members contribute equally to, and democratically 
control, the capital of their co-op. 

4TH PRINCIPLE: Autonomy and independence. Co-ops 
are autonomous, self-help organizations controlled 
by their members. They may enter into agreements 
with other organizations, but they do so on terms 
that ensure democratic control by their members and 
maintain their cooperative autonomy. 
i.iiJJ:ll?t»ll3I3l Education, training and information. 
Co-ops provide education and training for their mem¬ 
bers, elected representatives, managers and em¬ 
ployees so they can contribute effectively to the 
development of their co-ops. 
l;-kl-J;IIM>ligi31 Cooperation among co-ops. Co-ops 
serve their members most effectively and strengthen 
the co-op movement by working with other co-op 
groups. 
frihliiilljUlUni Concern for community. While focusing 
on member needs, co-ops work for the sustainable 
development of their communities through policies 
accepted by their members. 

For Sale 
(BY SEALED BID) 

■ Truck topper — white aluminum. Will fit Ford and other 8 ft. beds. Side windows. Excellent condition. 

■ Glasstite 8 ft. fiberglass utility pickup bed with bumper and ladder racks. Will fit V2T or 3AT pickups. 

Items can be seen at the Steeleville office. Sealed bids must be received 
in our Steeleville office by 9 a.m. on March 28, 2000. 

Egyptian Electric reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on" position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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BUDGET BILLING The month of May is when we reconcile budget- 

billed accounts and that is the best time to sign 
up for budget billing. We sign members up for 

budget billing at any time during the year, but sign¬ 
ing up at the beginning of the new budget billing 
year will result in the lowest average monthly pay¬ 
ment because there are then twelve months over 
which to spread the annual usage. The big months 
are usually July, August, December, January and 
February in a typical year. The more months you can 
average in with those months will lower the average 
monthly budget billed amount. 

I personally use budget billing and find it very 
convenient because there are no surprise big bills. If 
it is a typical year, there isn’t much of a balance ei¬ 
ther way at the end of the billing year. The problem 
most people have with budget billing is that they do 
not like to pay more than they owe during the low 
months where actual usage would result in a bill that 
is lower than the budget amount. They do, of course, 
like to pay less than what the bill would be during 
the high usage months. I use budget billing for con¬ 
venience, but it makes the most sense for people 
who are on a tight budget because a monthly bill 
that is much higher than normal causes severe cash 
flow problems. It is usually the unexpected bill that 
gets some people in a financial bind and budget bill¬ 
ing is one way to smooth those bumps. If budget 
billing would be of help to you, call one of our offices 
to make arrangements for your account to be set up 
on the program. We use the term budget billing, but 
some of you may be more familiar with the term- 
levelized payments. Either way, it is the same pro¬ 
gram. 

DEREGULATION 

There is not much happening on the deregula¬ 
tion front at the moment. Large industrial loads and 
some commercial loads served by the private utili¬ 
ties have had choice since last fall, but there has not 
been very much switching up to the present time. 
The reasons for lack of interest are probably two 
fold. The first being that the general public does not 
understand what deregulation is all about and the 
second being that it may be difficult to find replace¬ 
ment energy that is cheaper than what is being of- 

FROM THE 
MANAGER'S DESK 
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fered by the customer’s present supplier. 
I have been watching Pennsylvania because 

they have had customer choice for a year and I re¬ 
cently had an opportunity to visit with a manager of 
an electric cooperative from that state. I was hoping 
to get some insight as to what was involved and 
what problems they encountered to date. I am par¬ 
ticularly interested how a company would dispatch 
power in the right amount to a customer that was on 
another utility’s system. I did not get any answers 
because, to date, they have not received a single 
request from another utility to serve one of their 
members. So, a year after customers have had 
choice of their energy supplier, they still do not have 
any idea as to how it is all going to work out. 

Since they did not have anyone switch, I posed 
a hypothetical situation to see what a member would 
have to pay to use the cooperative’s system if the 
member chose to buy the actual energy from an¬ 
other supplier. Based on a monthly usage of 1000 
kWh, that particular cooperative would charge the 
member $65.00 to use the system. That total in¬ 
cluded a basic monthly facilities charge, a per kWh 
charge, and a stranded investment charge. I was 
rather stunned because our members presently pay 
$76.00 for 1000 kWh and that includes the actual en¬ 
ergy. His reply was, “ Your rates are a lot lower than 
ours.” 

The bill they send their members does show an 
energy charge and at the time I talked to him in De¬ 
cember, that charge was four cents per kWh. What 
that means is that a member would have to find 
someone to sell him energy cheaper than four cents 
per kWh in order to save any money by switching to 
another supplier. He said at that time the energy 
market in their area was in excess of four and one 
half cents, so there was no benefit in switching. 

We have not done a study as yet what our 
charges would be if we were to open the system up 
to competition, but even if our costs to use the sys- 

(continued on 16b) 
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(continued from 16a) 

tern were half of those of the Pennsylvania coopera¬ 
tive, switching from Egyptian does not look very at¬ 
tractive. Our residential class pays an average of 
seven cents per kWh, with larger users paying less 
on average because of the rate being graduated. If 
we were to charge 3.2 cents per kWh to use the sys¬ 
tem, the average customer would have to find re¬ 
placement of energy at a price of 3.8 cents per kWh 
in order to break even. In today’s market, that is not 
likely to happen, especially for loads as small as the 
typical residential customers. 

Power marketers and utilities interested in serv¬ 
ing customers outside of their own system are typi¬ 
cally looking for the larger loads or loads that have a 
good load factor. A good load factor means loads 

 ► 
that uniformly use the same amount of power and 
preferably around the clock. Residential loads vary 
greatly during a twenty-four hour period because 
people go to work and they have the habit of going 
to bed at night. Thus there are a lot of hours in the 
day when the capacity at the power plant is not uti¬ 
lized. A load that operates around the clock is very 
attractive because it is utilizing its peak capacity re¬ 
quirements to the maximum and the supplying utility 
makes a better return on the capital it has invested to 
provide that capacity. Based on what I see now, I 
think it will be awhile before utilities are knocking 
down doors trying to serve residential loads that are 
outside of their own service area. 

Do you know these people? 
*apital credit checks have been returned to us 

the following past members of Egyptian Electric 
►Cooperative. We do not have a current address 

for them. If you have any information pertaining to 
these people, please contact us at (618) 965-3434. If 

a past member is deceased, additional capital cred¬ 
its may be available as an estate refund. A date of 
death is needed to process those refunds. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation in 
finding these members. 

Harriet Adams 
Ralph E. & Margaret Adkins 
Larry & Margaret Agee 
R. L. Andersen 
Willie D. Anderson 
Jill Andnus 
Martin D. Armstrong 
Kristi L. Arnold 
Ralph Arnold 
Neil Babcox 
Homer M. & Marsolie Bagby 
Sharon Barnard 
Paul Bamfield 
Duane Baumann 
Thomas E. Beat 
Bobbie R. Belcher 
Bruce A. Bergstrom 
Allan L. Bernhardt 
Laverne Bird 

John R Birtwell 
Kenneth L. Blair II 
Larry D. Blevins 
Joseph C. Borah 
Charles L. & Bessie M. Borum 
Danny M. Brawley 
Bruce L. Brown 
Kent A. & Jeanie Bums 
Suellen J. Bums 
James F. & Juanita Buser 
Daniel R Carney 
Joyce Canfield 
Jean M. Carter 
Clarence F. & Edna M. Cebuiske 
Edward L. Choate 
James & Shiriyn Clark 
Jack & Edna Crain 
Vernon E. & Lydell Crawford 
Bryan Doak 

Herman L. & Beulah Hoffmeister 
Vivian Snyder 
Walter L. Stear 
Blake & Barbara Taylor 
Ward Lee & Velma Tygeft 

Mark 
your 

calendar 

ing wi 
evenir 

is year’s annual meet- 
will be Thursday 
ning, July 27, 2000. 

Office closing 

OUR OFFICES 
WILL BE CLOSED ON 

FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 
IN OBSERVANCE 

OF GOOD FRIDAY. 

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association 

1005 West Broadway 
RO.Box 38 

Steeleville, Illinois 62288 
(618) 965-3434 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
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by Bryce Cramer If you are a frequent reader of the Energy Page, 
you’ve read more than once how important it is for 
heating and cooling systems to be correctly sized. 

Proper sizing of the HVAC system will ensure a heat¬ 
ing and cooling system that is comfortable, is the 
best value for your purchase, and is energy efficient. 
In this article, we will discuss how an incorrectly 
sized system affects these issues and the proper way 
to size a heating and cooling system. 

How would you define a “comfortable” HVAC 
system? For many of you, a system that maintains an 
even temperature through out the house comes to 
mind. Some time ago, I read that if the temperature 
in a room is changed less than 1/2° in four minutes, 
the human body cannot detect the change. It is obvi¬ 
ous a system that is too small will not be able to 
maintain the indoor temperature during peak condi¬ 
tions and will result in discomfort. However, the con¬ 
sequences of over-sizing a HVAC system are not 
quite as evident. When the thermostat calls for the 
unit to operate, an oversized system is able to cool 
or heat the home very rapidly and will change the 
room temperature more than 1/2° in four minutes. 
Every time the system comes on, you will sense the 
change in temperature. If you have lived in a home 
where you were cold one minute and burning up the 
next, your HVAC system was most likely incorrectly 
sized. 

When air-conditioning, one of the factors of com¬ 
fort is the level of humidity inside the home. As you 
are aware, high humidity is extremely uncomfortable. 
To remove moisture, the air is moved across the cold 
coil in the duct to create condensation. When the air- 
conditioner is oversized, the system cools the air 
very rapidly and satisfies the thermostat setting be¬ 
fore much condensation and moisture removal can 
occur. This creates an environment that is cool, but 
clammy, quite similar to a cave. I think you would 
agree caves might be great places to explore and 
site see, but not very comfortable to live in. 

If you install an over-sized system, it is apparent 
you are not getting the best value for your dollar. You 
have purchased and installed equipment capacity 
you do not need and will never use. Depending on 
the type of HVAC system you install, you may spend 
an extra $200 to $400 for a one-half ton of capacity. 

Not only is oversized equipment a waste of 
money that could be used else where, it affects your 
pocketbook every time the system comes on. Air- 
conditioners and heat pumps use compressors to 
compress and move freon gas through the system to 
heat and cool. When the unit first comes on, the gas 
pressure is in an equalized state through out the sys¬ 
tem. Before the unit can heat or cool, the compres¬ 

sor has to compress the freon and build pressure. 
This takes from 30 to 60 seconds, during which no 
heat or cooling is taking place, but electricity is being 
used. As pointed out earlier, over-sized systems have 
short but frequent run cycles. A correctly sized sys¬ 
tem will run for longer periods, but will have fewer 
cycles, allowing the unit to operate more efficiently. 

Gas furnaces are quite susceptible to over-size 
problems. As a furnace provides the blower for the 
air-conditioning system, the blower must match the 
needs of the air-conditioner. The problem is blower 
sizes cannot be increased while maintaining the fur¬ 
nace size. To increase the blower capacity, the fur¬ 
nace capacity must also be increased. This causes 
short cycle times as we described earlier. Like air- 
conditioners and heat pumps, furnaces consume en¬ 
ergy but provide no benefit when they first come on. 
But for a furnace to reach its peak efficiency, it must 
run for a considerably longer time. For instance, a 94 
percent efficient furnace must run for nearly an hour 
before it reaches 94 percent efficiency. If it is over¬ 
sized, it will never run at its peak performance rating. 

To correctly size an HVAC system for a home, all 
ways the home gains or loses heat must be ac¬ 
counted for, hence the name given for this process is 
called a heat loss/gain calculation. The person per¬ 
forming the calculation must consider the square feet 
of wall, ceiling and floor area separating the inside 
from the outside, as well as the varying R-values in¬ 
volved. They must also account for solar gain 
through windows and roofs as well as the volume of 
air that may infiltrate the home from the outside. In 
years past, many contractors used rough estimates 
or rules of thumb to size HVAC systems. But new 
materials, construction practices and home designs 
make these methods inaccurate and susceptible to 
large margins of error. Although heat loss/gain calcu¬ 
lations can be done by hand on paper, most con¬ 
science contractors use a computer and software 
written for this purpose. 

Your cooperative uses one of the most highly 
recognized computer programs on the market today 
to calculate heat loss/gains for our members. It is 
based on the Manual J method, a system designed 
and approved by the Air-Conditioning Contractors of 
America (ACCA), an association recognized through 
out the HVAC industry for its expertise in setting in¬ 
dustry standards. Providing free heat loss/gain calcu¬ 
lations for our members is just another service we 
believe that helps you recognize Egyptian Electric as 
more than just an electric company. 

You can contact Bryce at 618-684-2143 or 
bcramer@intrnet.net. 
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Four local businesses served by Egyptian Electric 
were recently recognized by the Jackson 
County Business Development Corporation 

(JCBDC) at its annual meeting. The awards are pre¬ 
sented annually to Jackson County Businesses to 
recognize local industry and their contribution to the 
regional economy. 

Receiving the Business Startup Award was 
Knight Hawk Coal Company, a privately owned coal 
mine northeast of Ava. The Expansion Award went to 

Classic Garden Ornaments of Pomona, a manufac¬ 
turer of architectural grade limestone planters. The 
Service Business Award was presented to Indian 
Creek Kennel, south of Carbondale on the Giant City 
Blacktop. And, the Manufacturing Company Award 
went to Kinkaid Stone Company of Campbell Hill, the 
only limestone quarry in the county. 

Egyptian Electric wishes to congratulate the own¬ 
ers, managers and employees of these businesses 
for a job well done. 

EECA employees receive safety 
recognition The employees of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

were recently recognized by the Safety Commit¬ 
tee of the Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 

eratives for having an incident rate of injuries and oc¬ 
cupational illnesses that was below the national 
average in 1999. The rate is based on the number of 
employees, total hours worked and the number of 
reported injuries. Egyptian was one of eight electric 

cooperatives to be recognized at the annual Safety, 
Supervisory and Technical Conference held in 
Springfield and it is the first time the Cooperative has 
achieved this high mark. 

The board of directors, staff and management 
wish to congratulate the employees for their accom¬ 
plishment and safety record in 1999. 

Mike Chamness and Roger Stuva, journeyman linemen, accept the "best accident/illness award" on behalf of 
Egyptian Electric from James hevel, manager of regulatory compliance with the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative (AIEC). 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

◄ 
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DISPERSED GENERATION Last month I talked some more about 

customer’s having choice as to where they 
might buy their actual energy needs. In addi¬ 

tion to having choice as to which energy supplier a 
consumer might buy his or her energy needs from, 
there is the possibility that the consumer might 
also have the option of having the electrical gen¬ 
erator right on site. Right now, the most likely pos¬ 
sibilities for onsite generation are fuel cells and 
micro turbines. Both types of generation are in the 
testing phase and are being tested in real world 
applications. 

Fuel cells probably would have the most con¬ 
sumer appeal because they do not utilize combus¬ 
tion and they are quiet. Basically, fuel cells convert 
energy, such as natural gas or propane, to electri¬ 
cal energy through a chemical process. A feed¬ 
stock such as natural gas or propane is required 
because the fuel cell must have a supply of hydro¬ 
gen in order to work and gas is the logical source. 
Most homes or businesses would not want a tank 
of pure hydrogen on the property, nor would they 
want their neighbors to have one, so gas is the 
logical source of hydrogen. 

Fuel cells have been around for a quite a 
while, but they have not been utilized in applica¬ 
tions where they are required to put out a substan¬ 
tial amount of electrical power on a continuous 
basis. Research and development has progressed 
to a point where units are now available for trial in 
real world applications, such as homes and small 
businesses. There are a lot of technical questions 
still to be answered and one of the main concerns 
is whether or not a fuel cell can handle the normal 
load swings in a home or business. Consumers 
are used to having their energy needs met instan¬ 
taneously and totally and it remains to be seen as 
to whether or not a fuel cell can meet those expec¬ 
tations. 

Cost has always been one of the drawbacks to 
fuel cells, but it is expected that once the technol¬ 
ogy is proven and the units are mass produced, 
the cost will come down to where the cost of elec¬ 
tricity produced is competitive. One of the 
byproducts of a fuel cell is heat, and it may be that 
the waste will have to be utilized to heat water and 
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to provide winter heating in order to make the cells 
cost competitive. Trials during the next year or two 
will answer a lot of the unknowns, but it does ap¬ 
pear that there is a good chance that fuel cells will 
be in our future in one form or another. 

Micro turbines are simply miniature gas tur¬ 
bines that run on either natural gas or propane. 
They are coupled with a generator set of appropri¬ 
ate size and supposedly are highly reliable and 
require very little maintenance. I really question 
some of the low maintenance claims because I 
know of no combustion engine that does not need 
some form of maintenance. I find it hard to believe 
that you can set one of these things beside your 
home and more or less forget about it. It would be 
great if turbine technology has progressed to that 
point, but I personally want to see the data from 
real world trials. 

Turbines would have the drawback of noise 
and the fact that they operate at fairly high speeds. 
I am told that they are fairly quiet, but I have not 
heard one in operation. The speed at which they 
turn might also be of concern to some people be¬ 
cause if a turbine blade should come loose or 
there should be some other component failure, 
there could be a safety issue. Turbines also pro¬ 
duce exhaust emissions, but those should be low 
since they operate on natural gas or propane. On 
the plus side, turbines also produce heat that 
could be used to heat water and to provide winter 
heating. 

From a consumer acceptance standpoint, the 
main questions will be cost and reliability. The cost 
issue should go away somewhat if the units can be 
mass-produced and the cost comes down. There 
will still, however, be the issue as to whether most 
consumers would want to or be able to make the 
initial capital investment. Reliability will be more of 
an issue because a consumer would have to de- 
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cide whether or not to put total reliance on a stand¬ 
alone generator. If the consumer wanted to inter¬ 
connect with the local utility and have the utility 
provide standby service, that would of course drive 
up the cost. Personally, if I were going to install one 
of these units, I would either want standby service 
or purchase or lease a unit from someone who 
could assure me that the unit could be fixed or re¬ 
placed in a matter of hours. 

Right now it appears that if the waste heat were 
utilized, dispersed generation would probably do 
no better than come close to or match the cost of 
electricity provided by the local utility. So, why 
would anyone want one? There could be several 
reasons. For an individual or business that wants 
to be totally isolated from any disturbances or out¬ 
ages on a utility system, a turbine or fuel cell might 
make sense. That assumes, of course, that the 
units have a high degree of reliability. The environ¬ 
ment might also be a consideration for some 
people. Some consumers might prefer to have 
their energy needs provided by a unit that pro¬ 

duces little or no greenhouse gases. In the case of 
fuel cells, the only byproducts are heat and water 
and that would be attractive to some consumers 
and they may be even willing to pay more for that 
kind of energy. 

We, of course, are closely monitoring what is 
going on in the field of dispersed generation. We 
obviously have a vested interest in any type of dis¬ 
persed generation that would result in reduced 
sales on our electrical distribution system. My per¬ 
sonal feeling is that, if fuel cells and micro turbines 
are in our future, it would be a natural extension for 
this cooperative to be involved in some form in the 
selling and leasing of these units and to be also in 
the service and maintenance business. We have 
been in the electrical energy supply business for 
over sixty years and we plan to be your supplier of 
choice in the future. While this business has not 
seen a great deal of change over the first sixty 
years, we anticipate that major changes are com¬ 
ing and we will change along with the industry to 
meet your needs. 

Nominating committee appointed 
TO: MEMBERS OF EGYPTIAN 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATION Pursuant to the By-Laws of the Cooperative 

and in compliance with the United States 
Department of Agriculture Rural Electrifica¬ 

tion Administration Revised Bulletin 20-19, notice is 
hereby given to the members of the Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association that the Cooperative 
will hold its 62nd annual meeting of its members 
on Thursday evening July 27, 2000, at 7:30 p.m., in 
the Steeleville American Legion meeting room lo¬ 
cated on the west side of town and a block south 
of Broadway on Chester Street. 

Notice is further given that the terms of office of 
directors, Paul L.Hicks, Carbondale, Paul R. Pyatt, 
Pinckneyville, and John E. Steele, Campbell Hill, 
will expire at said annual meeting. 

Notice is further given that the board of direc¬ 
tors of the Cooperative have appointed the follow¬ 
ing named persons as a nominating committee: 

Ruth Brown, Rockwood 
John C. Edgar, Ava 
Richard Fager, Murphysboro 
Tom Horn, Carbondale 
Stuart Langrehr, Evansville 
Leland Luthy, Marissa 
Alicia Miller, Pinckneyville 
Leonard Priebe, Campbell Hill 
James G. Smith, Carbondale 
Notice is further given that the above nominat¬ 

ing committee will meet at the Steeleville office of 
the Cooperative, located at the west edge of 
Steeleville, Illinois, on Monday, May 22, 2000, at 
8 p.m., for the purpose of nominating candidates 
for election to the board of directors, and that all 
members interested may attend said meeting and 
participate. 

The by-laws also provide that the nominating 
committee, upon making their nominations, shall 
prepare and post at the office of the Cooperative, 
at least 30 days before the annual meeting, a list of 
nominations for directors. 

The by-laws further provide that any 15 or 
more members may make other nominations in 
writing over their signature not less than 25 days 
prior to the meeting. Additional nominations may 
be made from members at the meeting. 

The by-laws provide that each active member 
shall be entitled to one vote upon each matter sub¬ 
mitted to a vote at the meeting of the members and 
that proxy voting is prohibited. 

A member having questions regarding the 
above proceedings may contact any officer or 
member of the board of directors for clarification or 
further information. 

Copies of the by-laws of the Cooperative are 
available and can be obtained at the Cooperative 
offices located at Steeleville and Murphysboro, or 
mailed to you upon your request. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kevin Liefer 
Secretary 
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by K. T. Reynolds, Jr. 

K.T. Reynolds lives on a farm in rural Sperry, Okla., 
and works as an airplane mechanic for American 
Airlines. Oct. 9, 1989 started like any other morning. 

Little did I know that by the end of the day, 
my life and that of each member of my fam¬ 

ily would be changed forever. 
I had borrowed a tractor and a rotary mower to 

trim the weeds and grass so I could see the lane 
leading from our house to the road. Before I 
started, my three kids — Kenneth, Jr., “BoBo,” 8; 
Mandy, 9; and Ashley, 5 — begged me for a ride 
on the tractor. ‘Just once,” they pleaded. I said 
“no” several times, and they didn’t ask anymore. 

After a day of alternating mowing with other 
chores, I decided to finish the mowing job. The 
kids started asking again for a ride. 

“Please, Dad, let us ride. We want to help you,” 
they said. 

It was about 7 p.m., and for some reason I 
gave in. I said, “OK, kids. This is the last round, I’ll 
let you ride.” 

I held Ashley on my lap, and BoBo and Mandy 
sat on the fenders. I made them promise to hang 
on tight, and they agreed. 

As we rode, we talked about things that fathers 
and children talk about. I told them, “I want you to 
know one thing. I love you guys, no matter what¬ 
ever happens.” 

About 30 seconds later, the fender BoBo sat on 
broke off. As he lunged forward, he reached out 
his little left hand. I yelled his name as I reached for 
him and his fingers slipped through mine. 

BoBo went face down in the field, the fender 
went underneath the tractor wheel, and then the 
big wheel ran over him — up the legs, up the back, 
and over the top of his little head. 

Then the rotary mower went over him. If you’ve 
ever seen anyone who’s stepped on a landmine, 
well, there’s more left of that person than of any¬ 
one who has fallen in the path of a mower. 

The tractor finally came to a stop, and I sent 

the two girls to tell their mother. I tried to pick up 
my son, and he was just all over the place. It was 
like standing on the outside watching myself do 
these stupid things. I lost my mind. 

I went immediately to my house to get my pis¬ 
tol. In my mind I had just murdered my son. I had 
to shoot myself for what I had done. I tore the 
house up looking for that gun. Fortunately, a friend 
had beaten me to it. I then looked for my rifle, but 
they had taken that too. 

When I couldn’t find a gun, I went outside, and 
there were local cops, photographers, reporters, 
and emergency personnel. According to wit¬ 
nesses, I walked out and yelled, “For God’s sake, 
shoot me!” 

They got me into the emergency medical ser¬ 
vice unit, and I spent the night in a little padded 
room in the psychiatric ward of the hospital. Some¬ 
one watched me all night. I remember looking for a 
place to hang myself. 

It’s been almost a year, and the hurting is still 
there. I haven’t had eight hours of sleep since then. 
The life that was once fun to live doesn’t hold 
much for me now. It is like my heart has been cut 
out of my chest. 

I lost my dad some years ago, and it hurt, but 
not as much as losing my son. The loss of a child 
is about the worst thing that can ever happen to a 
person. 

To others who might be tempted to give a child 
just one ride, my advice is to be firm and refuse. If 
you can say “no,” then the accident that happened 
to our family won’t happen to yours. In fact, don’t 
even allow your children to be with you at all when 
you operate dangerous equipment. 

Remember my story the next time a child begs 
for “just one ride” on farm machinery. That one ride 
took my son to the gates of heaven. Don’t let it 
take yours. 

Copyright by PROGRESSIVE FARMER, September, 
1990. Reprinted with permission. 

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association Office 

closing 
1005 West Broadway 

RO.Box 38 
Steeleville, Illinois 62288 V Our offices will be closed on 

(618) 965-3434 Monday, May 29th,in observance of 
Memorial Day. 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

► 
MAY 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



New drop box If you tried to leave a payment in the drop box by 
the front door at the Murphysboro office lately, 
you were probably a bit surprised to see it taped 

shut. Hopefully you found the new box along the 
drive, near the east corner of the building. 

Several members have mentioned in the past 
that a drive-up facility would be very convenient. 
Although we recognize the advantages of having a 
drive-up, the building design and layout of the inte¬ 
rior offices unfortunately prevent us from doing so. 

So, we did the next best thing. We installed a 

drive-up drop box. The best way to take advantage 
of the new drop box is to enter via the west drive¬ 
way. Then the drivers will be able to reach the box 
from their vehicle. 

We do recommend that you not place cash in 
the drop box. We also ask that you to use a regular 
billing envelope; extra envelopes are available on 
the left side of the box. 

We hope you find the new drop box a conve¬ 
nient way to make payments after hours or even 
during the day when you do not need a receipt. 

Do you know these people? Capital credit checks have been returned for the following past members of Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative. We have no current address for them. If you have any information pertaining to these 
people, please contact us at (618) 965-3434. If a past member is deceased, additional capital cred¬ 

its may be available as an estate refund. A date of death is needed to process those refunds. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation in finding these members. 

Bittner, William R. & Dorothy 
Christy, John M. 
Collins, Lynn E. 
Connell, Dan 
Cox, Fritz L. - Hershman, Marie C. 
Dismuke, Paul W. & Toni K. 
Doerr, Louis A. & Leona 
Domeny, Paul R. & Helen L. 
Dreher, Robert & Vada 
Dunn, Louann 
East, John 
Edmonson, Ronald 

Ellis, Michael E. 
Ernest, Karen S. & William T. 
Fisher, Jane 
Foster, Henry & Mary M. 
Freese, Barbara B & Charles D. 
Garrison, Valeri 
Geibel, E. H. 

Gibson, Louis E. & Constance D 
Giesler, Affie & Nellie 
Gregory, William A 
Griffith, Terry 
Guetterman, Daniel 
Hagan, Thomas & Mary 
Halderson, Oliver K 
Hall, Arlene & Jerry D. 
Hall, Charles 
Hall, Richard A. & Deborah J. 
Hancock Jr, Russell E. 
Harper, Douglas W. 
Harrison, Nelson W. & Judy 
Hart, Callie Jo 
Hartman, Kathryn 
Hartsock, Nancy A. 
Hayton, Walter & Alice 
Heisig, Carell K. 
Higgins,Creighton & Jane 

What to do if the power goes off 

We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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Since the cooperative has been in existence 

for sixty-two years, those of us associated 
with its operation tend to assume that ev¬ 

eryone knows what a cooperative is and why 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative came into being 
and exists as an electric supplier today. However, 
since we have a couple of thousand new mem¬ 
bers come and go on the system each year, it is 
probably time to review again just what the coop¬ 
erative is and what it stands for. 

The basic reason that this cooperative was 
formed sixty-two years ago was that the private 
utilities in existence at the time were not willing to 
extend electric service to the rural areas. Rural 
incomes were such that they did not believe it 
was a good financial decision to extend power 
lines to low consumer density rural areas. Thus, 
farmers were not able to receive electric service 
unless they were able to pay for having the line 
built to their farm, and in most cases that simply 
was not feasible for most farm families. In order to 
address that problem, the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration was formed for the purpose of loan¬ 
ing low interest money to utilities for the purpose 
of extending lines to rural areas. However, even 
two percent money was not enough of an incen¬ 
tive for the private utilities to change their mind, 
so another approach had to be found. Thus was 
born the idea of people banding together to form 
their own cooperatives to help themselves. The 
end result was the creation of approximately 
1,000 rural electric cooperatives and probably 
one of the most successful programs attempted 
by the federal government. Successful because it 
was people working together to solve a problem 
with technical assistance and loans from the gov¬ 
ernment. 

All of the funding for distribution cooperatives 
was in the form of direct loans at an interest rate 
of two percent. During the sixties the cooperatives 
formed their own bank, the Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC), and started borrowing ap¬ 
proximately thirty percent of their loan needs from 
that organization. Over the years the interest rate 
on direct federal loans has risen and a number of 
cooperatives have opted to buy out of their fed¬ 
eral loans and borrow exclusively from CFC or 
the Bank for Cooperatives. Your cooperative paid 
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off its federal loans two years ago and borrows 
exclusively from CFC at the present time. Be¬ 
cause the Rural Electrification Administration was 
the lending agency, the cooperatives were known 
to everyone as the “REA.” However, the coopera¬ 
tives were independent of the federal agency and 
have always been self governed. As with any fed¬ 
eral agency that loans money, REA imposed a lot 
more rules and restrictions than a regular com¬ 
mercial bank might have, but they had no direct 
say over the day-to-day operations of the coop¬ 
eratives. 

As manager of the cooperative, I am in 
charge of the day-to-day operations of the coop¬ 
erative. I report to a Board of Directors that sets 
the policies and rules and regulations under 
which I manage the cooperative. The Board of 
Directors is elected by the members of the coop¬ 
erative at the annual meeting. There are nine di¬ 
rectors that are elected for a three-year term and 
three directors are elected at each meeting. 
Egyptian Electric, as a cooperative, is owned by 
the members it serves and any revenue margins 
over expenses are allocated back to the account 
of each member in proportion to the kilowatt 
hours he or she purchased in any given calendar 
year. These margins or capital credits are main¬ 
tained on the books of the cooperative and pres¬ 
ently they are being refunded on a twenty-year 
cycle. 

During the past few years it has been popular 
for private utilities to advertise themselves as your 
“hometown power company,” but I would like to 
suggest that no electric utility is more “home¬ 
town” than your local electric cooperative. Not 
only is it owned and governed by the people it 
serves, but also all of its offices and employees 
are located within the geographical service area 
of the cooperative. We have always prided our- 
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selves on the fact that a great deal of the money 
we collect from you is spent in the local area. Our 
power plant is located south of Marion on Lake of 
Egypt and it has a significant impact on the area 
in terms of fuel purchases, payroll, and property 
taxes. We also pride ourselves on the fact that we 
are accessible to the members. Our offices are 
open to the members and management is avail¬ 
able by phone or in person. We are not hidden 
away in some office in a big city and accountable 
only to the stockholders, many of which live in 
other states. 

The sole purpose for a cooperative to exist is 
to provide a service to its member-owners. Since 
the cooperative is non-profit and all of its margins 
are allocated back to its members, there is abso¬ 
lutely no incentive to make a large profit to benefit 
stockholders, as in the case of private utilities. We 
try to operate the system as efficiently as possible 
and set rates whereby we can cover expenses 
and debt service, as well as provide some of the 
funds for new construction. Over the years your 
cooperative has been able to maintain a very 
competitive rate level even though it has a con¬ 
sumer density per mile of line that is a fifth of that 
enjoyed by private utilities. 

With the passing of time, we have fewer and 
fewer members who were here at the beginning of 
the cooperative or know what it was like to not 
have electricity. Obviously, the cooperative loses a 
lot of loyalty when these members leave the sys¬ 
tem because they were there in the beginning and 
knew what a difference the cooperative made in 
their quality of life. We believe the cooperative still 
has a job to do and a service to provide and it is 
our task to provide those services in a manner 
that generates the same kind of loyalty that the 
early members had. 

From a personal standpoint, I am probably 
one of the last managers who knows what it is like 
to have a bath and a path. I was ten years old 
when the electric cooperative served my little 
hometown in North Dakota and I was twelve be¬ 
fore we had running water in the house. I can tell 
you that hitting the path at 30 below was not the 
greatest experience in the world. My dad did run a 

small “light” plant for his blacksmith shop and 
some of the stores in town, but he started it up at 
6:00 a.m. and shut down at 10:00 p.m. A few 
houses, including ours, did have enough electric¬ 
ity for a couple of lights and you either went to 
bed by 10:00 p.m. or you got out the kerosene 
lamp. Of course, the generator always failed on 
Saturday night when the farmers came to town, 
so I took a lot of teasing from the farm kids about 
my dad’s light plant. I can also remember as a kid 
that I had to go around and tell some of the ladies 
that they couldn’t iron that day because there was 
too much load on the generator. It was a one- 
horse operation and nobody was happier than my 
dad was when James Valley Electric Cooperative 
showed up in town. The first thing my dad did af¬ 
ter the house was wired and hooked up to “REA” 
was to buy my mother an electric stove and a re¬ 
frigerator. Up until then it was the coal-burning 
kitchen range for cooking and the cistern in sum¬ 
mer for refrigeration and outside for frozen meat 
in the winter. Our entertainment was a radio and I 
grew up with the Lone Ranger. Those of you who 
had the same experience know that Cheerios 
sponsored the Lone Ranger and I still eat them 
almost every day. My kids can’t understand that. I 
just wish I had saved all the special things I or¬ 
dered for fifty cents and two box tops! 

Today’s generation probably has a hard time 
understanding why anyone would have such loy¬ 
alty or why some have such a good feeling about 
a utility as some cooperative members have to¬ 
day. In order to fully appreciate it, you would have 
had to experience the drudgery associated with 
washing, cooking, and doing farm chores in the 
days before electricity came to the rural areas. 
The “REA” Cooperatives made a tremendous dif¬ 
ference in peoples’ lives and in their quality of life 
that some members just aren’t going to forget it. 

When the rural electrification program cel¬ 
ebrated its 50th anniversary, our national associa¬ 
tion published a book titled the "Next Greatest 
Thing." The title of the book is based on a testimo¬ 
nial given by a Tennessee farmer in his church in 
the 1940s. He said, “Brothers and sisters, I want 
to tell you this. Tbe greatest thing on earth is to 
have the love of God in your heart and the next 
greatest thing is to have electricity in your house.” 

Our Annual Meeting is just around the corner — 
Thursday, July 27th. 

◄ 
16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JUNE 2000 



From left to Right: harry 
W. Kuhn, General Man¬ 
ager, Brianna Moore, Mel¬ 
issa Rucks, Kacie 
Stearns, Denise Adams, 
Abby Weber, Michael 
Bordieri, W. Dean Bame, 
President. 

“•">S 

T» he energy level was high the evening of April 
18 as ten area high school students made 
oral presentations of their essays at the an¬ 

nual Youth to Washington essay banquet at the 
Student Center on the campus of Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale. The ten students were 
competing for one of six first place prizes, a week- 
long trip to Washington, DC. 

The six finalists will be a part of the Illinois con¬ 
tingent that will represent Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative and Illinois in Washington, DC, June 16-23, 
as part of the Youth to Washington program spon¬ 
sored by the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. While in Washington, the students will 
have the opportunity to visit numerous historic 

sites and meet with 
several of the legis¬ 
lators from the Illi¬ 
nois congressional 
delegation. 
The student’s es¬ 

says were judged 
on six categories, 

one being their oral 
presentation. The six 
finalists were Denise 
Adams and Abby We¬ 
ber, Sparta High 
School, Melissa Rucks 
and Brianna Moore, 

Steeleville High School, Michael Bordieri, 
Carbondale High School and Kacie Stearns, 
Murphysboro High School. The topic of this year’s 
essay was “E-Commerce: Should It be Taxed?” 

In addition to the trip to our nation’s capital, the 
semi-finalists visited Springfield on April 12 for ‘Illi¬ 
nois Rural Electric and Telephone Cooperatives 
Youth Day’ activities. The students toured the ex¬ 
ecutive mansion, Lincoln’s tomb and other sites, 
and met with our area legislators, Senator David 
Luechtefeld, Representative Mike Bost and Repre¬ 
sentative Dan Reitz. 

The Rural Electric Cooperatives of Illinois have 
been sending students to Washington as part of 
the Youth to Washington program since 1958. 
Egyptian Electric sends six students each year 
from the eleven High Schools within its service ter¬ 
ritory. 

Plant the right tree in the right place 
Taller trees should be planted away from overhead utility lines 

such as: 
• Washington 
hawthorn 

• Golden 
raintree 

such as: 
• Redbud 
• Dogwood 
• Crabapple 

Tlrees are prized possessions in our 
communities. But when a tree’s 
branches start to come close to or 

touch utility power lines, a potentially 
hazardous situation is created. 

Trees and power lines can co-exist, and 
potential conflicts can be avoided by 
selecting and planting trees with size and 
growth characteristics appropriate to their 
location. 

Please call us if you have questions 
about where or what trees to plant near 
our power lines. For a free copy of a 
brochure, “The Right Tree for the Right 
Place,” please write: The National Arbor 
Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska 
City, NE 68410. 

The National 
vXz Arbor Day rouiitlatioir 

www arborday org 
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Murphysboro office 
has new drop box 

which droP b 

convenience. DriJ
e

u
d^ 

Since we mentioned our new drive-up payment drop 
box at the Murphysboro office, several members have 
commented that they had looked for the new box at 

Steeleville. They won't find it. The new box, pictured here 
from a couple of directions, is at the Murphysboro office, 
which is located at 
10169 Old Highway 
13, in Murphysboro. 
We hope you’ll enjoy 
its drive-up conve¬ 
nience. 

Right photo: This photo 
shows the drop box in 
relation to the building. 
The front entrance is to 
the left. 

Do you know these people? We have returned capital credits for the following members. We do not have a current address for 
them. If you know any of them please contact us at (618) 965-3434. If a past member is 
deceased, additional capital credits may be available as an estate refund. A date of 

death is needed to process those refunds. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation in finding these members. 

Lyle M. Bulliner 
William A. Caldwell 
Joseph A. Cerniglia 
John J. Colnan 
Michael J. Crowell 
Leo Driscoll 
Billy R. Garrett 
John Dale Grammer 
Ed A. Grimes 
Bettie W. Harkins- 

Raymond Waldrep 

George L. Harris 
R. Jon Herbert 
Martha Hessick 
Tom Hinton 
Robert Hogg 
Ted L. Holland 
June Howard 
Michael G. Howerton 
Oscar W.-Laurel C. H 
M. C. Igel 

Eugene S. Innis 
John Irsic 
James Irwin 
Robert I. Isackson 
Thaddeus A. Jach 
Ronald Jacobs 
Jay Johnson 
Hartl K. Jones 
Troy Jones 
Joseph H. Kirsch 

David J. Kist 
William E. Klobucar 
Lenny Kloepper 
N. G. Lemaster 
Steven Levine 
John M. Link 
Richard McCormick 
Carl A. Wisely 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • RO.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 

Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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Board of 
directors annual 
meeting invitation 

On behalf of the board of 
directors of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative, I 

extend a personal invitation to 
attend your cooperative’s an¬ 
nual meeting. The meeting will 
be held at Steeleville’s Ameri¬ 
can Legion Hall on Thursday, 
July 27, 2000. The hall is air- 
conditioned and is usually very comfortable in 
spite of the summer heat. 

We are planning a short business meeting to 
conduct the necessary business affairs of the co¬ 
operative. Before the meeting, food and refresh¬ 
ments will be served in the park next to the 
American Legion beginning at 5 p.m. There will 
be entertainment starting about 5:30 p.m. During 
the business session, a children’s program is 
planned in the small hall next door. Plan to come 
early and join in the socializing. 

Registration will begin at 5:30 p.m., and each 
member registering will receive a free gift for at¬ 
tending. All members registered by 7:30 p.m. will 
be included in the drawing for our 62nd Anniver¬ 
sary prize, the two grand prizes of $100 electric 
credit and the ten $20 credits to be applied on an 
electric bill. At the conclusion of the meeting, all 
members present will be eligible for the drawing 
of other attendance prizes. 

It seems the most effective method of getting 
word to the members about the annual meeting is 
for those reading this announcement to tell others 
about it. Please help us out and remind your 
friends and neighbors about the annual meeting. 
Better yet, bring them with you and let’s have a 
big turnout. This is your opportunity to participate 
in the operation of your cooperative and we 
promise you an enjoyable evening. 

W.Dean Bame, President 
Board of Directors 

Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association 

62nd Annual Meeting 
July 27, 2000 — 7:30 p.m. 

American Legion Hall 
South Chester Street 
Steeleville, Illinois 

Action will be taken on the following 
matters: 

► 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

Report on the number of members 
present; in order to determine the ex¬ 
istence of a quorum. 
Reading of the notice of the meeting 
and proof of the due publication or 
mailing thereof, or the waiver or waiv¬ 
ers of notice of the meeting as the 
case may be. 
Reading of unapproved minutes of 
previous meeting of the members and 
the taking of necessary action 
thereon. 
Presentation and consideration of re¬ 
ports of officers, trustees and commit¬ 
tees. 
Election of board members. 

Unfinished business. 

New business. 

Adjournment. 
Kevin Liefer, 

Secretary Board of Directors 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
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FROM THE 
MAMAGER'5 DESK 

◄  
BY HARRY KUHN 

ANNUAL MEETING It is annual meeting time again and elsewhere in 
this section is information on the meeting. We are 
again planning to serve hot dogs, chips, soda and 

an ice cream bar. We will have musical entertain¬ 
ment going on before the business meeting, so 
mark your calendars and plan to spend a couple of 
hours with us. As usual, we are planning a short 
business meeting and the hall is air-conditioned. 

POWER SUPPLY 

As I write this in very early June, we are already 
seeing stories in the print and broadcast media, 
warning of possible power shortages this summer, 
especially in the northeast and the southwest. The 
Midwest seems to be in a little better shape this 
summer; but that is assuming most generating units 
stay on line. Our own reliability group is projecting 
reserves of eighteen percent, but one has to bear in 
mind that a high percentage of the generating units 
nationwide are getting considerable age on them 
and thus tend to be less reliable. There have been 
very few new generating plants built in Illinois in the 
last twenty years, except for a few gas turbine peak¬ 
ing units, so that gives you an idea as to what the 
average age of power plants might be in this state. 

Why are electric companies not building new 
generation? The two primary reasons are deregula¬ 
tion and the lessons learned in the late seventies. A 
typical new 400 megawatt coal-fired plant would 
probably cost between five hundred and six hundred 
million dollars and few utility boards and managers 
want to stick their neck out for that level of invest¬ 
ment if they can not be assured that they will have 
load for the unit when it is completed. Deregulation 
or the threat of deregulation is creating a great deal 
of uncertainty and hesitation on the part of power 
suppliers. You read and hear that there are all kinds 
of people who want to build power plants to sell 
power on the open market and there are a lot of 
these so called merchant plants on the drawing 
boards, but many will never be built. The people that 
propose to build these merchant plants have the 
same problem as the established utilities in that they 
do not want to risk the huge investment to build a 
power plant and then find out three or four years 
later when it is ready to go on line that they do not 
have any load for the plant. 

In the regulated environment that we have oper¬ 
ated in all these years, the utilities built power plants 
as they projected a need for them and when they 

◄  

were completed they were placed in the rate base 
and the utilities charged rates sufficient to recover 
their costs. Historically, that has worked pretty well, 
except for the late seventies. Loads were growing 
dramatically in the early seventies so most utilities 
were building plants to meet anticipated load 
growth. Many of you will recall the inflation and inter¬ 
est rates of the seventies and as a consequence, 
when all these units came on line in the late seven¬ 
ties, load growth had stopped and there was a great 
deal of excess generating capacity. Utilities had to 
raise rates to pay for the plants and they came un¬ 
der a great deal of criticism for over estimating their 
load requirements. Over the years load has gradu¬ 
ally increased to the point where these units are now 
loaded and the excess capacity is gone and so is 
some of the reliability that came with having large 
reserves. Now that we are entering into a deregu¬ 
lated environment whereby utilities will not be able 
to automatically put new units in the rate base and 
charge rates to recover the cost, there is a great 
deal more reluctance to build more units and take 
the financial risks. I have always felt that not having 
any power was a whole lot less desirable than power 
that might cost more than you would like. Unfortu¬ 
nately, one of the consequences of trying to lower 
the costs through competition might be that we will 
have to do without once in awhile. Hopefully it won’t 
happen, but the likelihood of brownouts or blackouts 
becomes greater as the uncertainty in the power in¬ 
dustry increases. 

There is a considerable push to move away 
from generating electricity with coal and to use natu¬ 
ral gas or renewables. From what I read and hear, 
we are not finding enough new gas in this country to 
keep up with the increase in usage, so we are im¬ 
porting more and more from Canada. That may be 
good policy from an air quality standpoint, but are 
we heading down the road to gas shortages similar 
to what we experienced in the late seventies? I had 
to wait several months to get a gas permit for the 
house I built in Decatur and the house we live in now 
is all electric because gas permits were not avail¬ 
able. I sure hope that the next time we have a severe 
cold spell over a good portion of the eastern part of 
the country that we don’t find ourselves with a lot of 
generating stations without enough gas to operate. 
One’s memory does not have to be too long to re¬ 
member that whenever we have had a cold spell 
over the eastern part of the country that lasted for 
several days, a number of commercial customers 
had their gas supplies curtailed. Not very reassuring 
in light of the fact that gas usage is increasing and 
increased usage is being promoted. 

Renewables, such as wind and solar, suffer from 
the same problem that they have always had. While 
technology has helped, they still have the problem 
that they are not always available. The wind doesn’t 
always blow and the sun doesn’t always shine. Con¬ 
sequently, you have to invest in another power sys¬ 
tem to be available in those situations when the wind 
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doesn’t blow or the sun doesn’t shine and that 
makes the renewables uncompetitive. In a free mar¬ 
ket system, utilities are going to invest in competitive 
generating units and in most cases renewables do 
not fit into that picture. There are those that are will¬ 
ing to pay more for green power, but by and large 
that does not fit with the push for deregulation to in¬ 
crease competition and lower costs. 

It is very difficult to have the best of everything 
all the time. If we want highly reliable power plants, 
plenty of generating capacity so that we don’t have 
to worry about blackouts, and clean air at the same 

time, somebody has to pay for it. I do not think those 
three requirements add up to cheaper electricity in 
our future and I do not think competition can meet 
those requirements and still result in lower costs. I 
am concerned that there will be those that cut cor¬ 
ners somewhere to meet the competition and I do 
not think that is in your or my long-term best inter¬ 
ests. Over the long term, this country has experi¬ 
enced some of the lowest cost, most reliable 
electricity supply of any place in the world. We may 
wind up having to be satisfied with good when great 
wasn’t good enough. 

Annual meeting registration instructions Registration will be very similar to last year. We 
will have three lines inside the main hall for 
registering members. They will be located in 

the offset in the back of the room. You can go to any 
table to register. You will be given a ballot and a 
blank card to print your name on for attendance 
prizes. Be sure we can read your name before drop¬ 
ping your signed card into the attendance box. 
Members must be registered by 7:30 p.m. to qualify 
for the anniversary prize, the two grand prizes, and 
the ten $20 electric credits. The main meeting hall 
will not be open until member registration begins at 
5:30 p.m. To receive your attendance gift and be eli¬ 

gible for attendance prizes, you must register as you 
have in the past. 

As in previous years, entrance to the hall for the 
meeting will be through the double doors on the 
south side, from the walkway between the Legion 
Hall and the bowling alley building. Access to this 
walkway is from the front parking lot towards the 
bowling alley, or from the west parking lot behind 
the ball diamond. These entrances will be clearly 
marked, and Cooperative employees will be located 
around the area to help direct you to the meeting. 
There will be no entering from the Legion clubroom. 

Minutes of the nominating committee The Nominating Committee, in Compliance with 
the by-laws of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, met in Steeleville, Illinois, in the 

office of the Cooperative, on May 22, 2000, at 8:00 p.m., 
to nominate candidates for the office of Director of 
the Cooperative to serve for a three-year term and to 
be voted upon by the membership of the Cooperative 
in its Annual meeting to be held on July 27, 2000, in 
the Steeleville American Legion Hall. 

Attorney Michael Twomey opened the meeting by 
stating that the purpose of the Nominating committee 
is to nominate candidates for the office of Director of 
the Cooperative, and that the terms of Mr. Paul Hicks, 
Mr. Paul Pyatt, and Mr. John E. Steele were expiring 
this year. 

A roll call of the members of the Nominating 
Committee was taken, and all members were present 
except for James Smith. Attorney Twomey stated that 
the first order of business would be to select a chair¬ 
man and a secretary of the meeting. 

Mr. Stuart Langrehr was duly selected as chair¬ 
man of the committee, and Mr. Michael Twomey was 
selected as secretary of the meeting. 

The chairman requested the secretary to read the 

minutes of the last year’s Nominating Committee 
meeting. 

The chairman instructed the committee that 
three or more nominations could be made by the 
committee and placed on the ballot. Following a dis¬ 
cussion on this, it was unanimously agreed to nomi¬ 
nate three candidates. 

Ms. Alicia Miller nominated Mr. Paul Pyatt, Mr. 
Thomas Horn nominated Mr. Paul Hicks, and Mr. 
Leonard Priebe nominated Mr. John Steele for the 
office of director of the Cooperative. Mr. John Edgar 
moved that the nominations be closed and that they 
be nominated by acclamation, and that their names 
be placed on the ballot to be voted upon at the An¬ 
nual meeting of the members on July 27, 2000. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Thomas Horn, 
and unanimously carried. 

There being no further business, motion was 
duly made and seconded that the meeting be ad¬ 
journed. Motion carried. 

Stuart Langrehr, Chairman 
Alicia Miller Ruth Brown 
Richard Fager Leonard Priebe 
John C. Edgar Thomas R. Horn 
Leland Luthy 

EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
1005 West Broadway • RO.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 • (618) 965-3434 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
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Where at? “Watts” It’s that time of year again and we want to spend a few 
hours with you. The cooperative’s annual meeting is 
Thursday evening, July 27. The employees and direc¬ 

tors are busy making plans for an enjoyable evening. 
Last year's outdoor activities were a big hit. Hot dogs, 
soda and ice cream bars will be served in the park be¬ 
ginning at 5 p.m. Weather permitting, various outdoor 
activities are being planned from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m., 
such as train rides and bucket truck rides for the chil¬ 
dren and a washer toss for the ‘big boys and girls.’ Out¬ 
door seating is limited, so bringing lawn chairs is a good 
idea. A children’s program will be next door while the 
business meeting is going on. There’s even a special 
prize drawing for the children that evening. We do hope 
you will join us. And NOW — introducing our entertain¬ 
ment for the evening — 

At approximately 5:30 p.m. the Dancin' Dazzlers, a 
young pompon squad will be performing. At around 6:00 
p.m. a local barbershop quartet will be strolling around 
the picnic area offering sweet melodies to the ear. The 
four members of The Touch of Old barbershop quartet 
are Lee Sanders, Dave Sanders, Gerry Boehne, and 
“Chub” Cralley, all residents of the southern Illinois area. 
For those of you unfamiliar with this form of music, it is 
easily understood for everyone’s enjoyment and it is rich 
in tradition. 

Our featured speaker for the evening will take the 
stage at 7:30 p.m. from Breese, Illinois; John Foppe is a 
professional speaker who delivers high impact presenta¬ 
tions on personal growth, performance improvement, 
and attitude control. He uses his own heartwarming and 
humorous stories of overcoming adversity to educate 
and motivate people. John teaches new ideas on how to 
handle some of life’s oldest struggles such as: feeling 
good about yourself, staying motivated, doing more with 
less, and dealing with negative people. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

◄  

up? And Who’s on? 
John Foppe learned at 

an early age that “our only 
real handicaps are those 
mental and emotional ones 
that prevent us from par¬ 
ticipating fully in life.” He 
was born without arms. 
After graduating from St. 
Louis University with a 
degree in communica¬ 
tion, motivational 
speaker and author, Zig 
Ziglar, invited John to 
join his professional 
speakers’ bureau. Mr. 
Ziglar personally trained John as his 
a protege. 

Today, John is pursuing a master’s degree in social 
services at St. Louis University. He owns and operates 
his own professional speaking business and travels 
throughout the world speaking to all types of businesses 
and organizations. John’s message fits perfectly into any 
meeting. When organizations want to show appreciation 
to their employees, they invite John to help their people 
feel good about themselves. Sales organizations ask 
John to teach their salespeople how to handle rejection 
and stay motivated. Still other companies request John 
to open a meeting by putting people in the right frame of 
mind for accepting changes or tackling challenges. 

While the sight of how he tackles life with his toes 
will amaze you, once you hear his message, you won’t 
be looking at him — you’ll be looking at yourself. John 
will take away your excuses, and give you a new sense 
of hope. Tapes will be available for purchase after his 
presentation. 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

62ND ANNUAL MEETING 
July 27, 2000 • 7:30 P.M. 

AMERICAN LEGION HALL • SOUTH CHESTER STREET, STEELEVILLE, IL 

REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 5:30 P.M. * SHORT BUSINESS MEETING 

► Food/Refreshments ► Entertainment/Speaker 
► Children’s Program/Clown ► Free Gift to Each Registered Member 
^ Two $100 Credits on Electric Bills ^ 10 Credits for $20 on Electric Bills 

62ND ANNIVERARY PRIZE — 25-INCH COLOR TV WITH REMOTE 

Drawing for Attendance Prizes - (Must be present to win) 
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TRANSMISSION LINE RELIABILITY Last month I wrote about the fact that few new 

base load power plants are being built be¬ 
cause of the uncertainty created by deregu¬ 

lation. That reluctance to build new power plants 
has led to lower reserve margins and can lead to 
situations similar to those that were experienced in 
the San Francisco area in late June. Power plants 
are, however, just one major component of the reli¬ 
ability equation. The other major component is 
transmission line capacity because generation ca¬ 
pacity is of no great value if the power can not be 
delivered to where it is needed. 

There is no deregulation law on a national ba¬ 
sis for generation, but transmission lines have been 
deregulated on a national basis. The basic thrust 
of the law is that utilities must file an open access 
tariff and allow others to use their transmission 
lines. A utility does have first rights to use its own 
transmission lines to serve its customers in its own 
service area, but after that, the remaining carrying 
capacity in the line is up for grabs on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Thus, a utility can wheel power 
through another utility’s system by paying the filed 
tariff, with the net effect of possibly fully loading 
the owner’s transmission line. 

With less generation being built and some 
utilities trying to cover their shortage through buy¬ 
ing capacity from generators in other states, major 
transmission interconnections are becoming fully 
loaded. Thus, if a utility does have a loss of gen¬ 
eration, there may not be a transmission path 
available to bring in emergency power from an¬ 
other state. The other problem is that if transmis¬ 
sion lines are fully loaded and a major line is lost, 
you may have a major multi-state outage similar to 
the one that occurred out west a couple of years 
ago. 

There is not a great deal of incentive for utili¬ 
ties to build new transmission lines in a deregu¬ 
lated environment. After all, if you were a utility 
manager, would you be inclined to spend large 
amounts to build lines that power marketers might 
use to serve customers you have been serving? It 
does not sound like a good deal to me. I don’t 
think they have figured out as to just who is going 

FROM THE 
MANAGER'S DESK 

◄  
BY HARRY KUHN 

to build these transmission lines in the future and it 
certainly will not be the power marketers because 
all they are concerned about is making money on 
buying and selling power. 

The most reliable power system is one where 
you have ample generation in small geographic 
areas. In such a situation, neighboring utilities can 
call on each other for help instead of relying on 
bringing in power from great distances over trans¬ 
mission lines that may be fully loaded. That is the 
situation we have enjoyed all these years and while 
you may argue that it maybe was not the cheapest 
way to do it, cheapest is not necessarily the best. 
The month of June certainly indicates that we are 
willing to pay a whole lot more for gasoline as op¬ 
posed to going without and maybe we should be 
attaching that same kind of value to our power 
supply. The overbuilding of power plants in the 
late seventies did lead to consumers paying for 
surplus capacity for some time, but it did lead to 
stable rates and very high capacity reliability for 
the last twenty years. Until the uncertainty of a de¬ 
regulated market is overcome, we may not be 
able to enjoy the same stability in the next few 
years as we did the past twenty. 

RURAL WATER As I have reported before, we are involved in 
rural water and we received our operating 
permit in January. We are delivering water 

to Baldwin and at the end of June we were deliver¬ 
ing water to approximately two hundred rural cus¬ 
tomers. We set two hundred and ninety meters, so 
one third of the rural customers have yet to actu¬ 
ally hook unto the system. 

Other than some problems with the telemetry 
system that regulates the tank level and starts and 

(continued on 16b) 
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stops the pumps at the appropriate time, the sys¬ 
tem has performed well. I have personally found 
that there is a lot more to operating a water system 
than I had anticipated, but it is a good learning 
experience. 

We are in the process of submitting an appli¬ 
cation for the next phase of expansion and are 
planning to install lines that would extend from the 
Steeleville “T” to Bremen and from there to south 
of Baldwin by way of Palestine and Walsh. About 
forty miles of pipe would be required and we 
would be able to provide the water from the Sparta 
tower. 

A lot of people are really anxious to have wa¬ 
ter, but unfortunately we can only get funding to 
do a limited amount each time. As long as we are 
able to expand the system and build the customer 
base, it does improve the odds for others to get 
water. By picking up the most populous areas first, 
you eventually develop a system that can afford to 
build to some of the less populated areas. We 
think Egyptian Water Company is the best hope 
for many residents of Randolph County to receive 
rural water and we will make every effort to get the 
job done. 

REMOTE METER READING 

e have been installing remote meter read 
ing on those meters that we have been 
reading by hand and to date we have in¬ 

stalled over 1600 meters. That puts us about half 
way through the process of converting the meters 
we read to remote reading. The system works very 
well and at billing time we simply have the com¬ 
puter compute the bill for the reading obtained on 
the day we set as the meter reading day. We actu¬ 
ally get a reading about every 27 hours, so we can 
look and see what goes through each meter on a 
daily basis. We also get information as to the peak 
demand at each meter and the time it occurred. 

The self-billed system is still the most cost ef¬ 
fective system for reading meters and our costs are 
ultimately borne by you, the consumer. However, 
once we have eliminated the hand read meters, we 
will consider offering remote meter reading to oth¬ 
ers - probably on a priority basis for those mem¬ 
bers who have special needs or circumstances. 

> Do you know these people? We have returned capital credits for the following members. We do not have a current address for them. 
If you know any of them, please contact us at (618) 965-3434. If a past member is deceased, 
additional capital credits may be available as an estate refund. A date of death is needed to 

process those refunds. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation in finding these members. 

Rue Johnson 
Charles Lukas 
Craig Macarthur 
Joseph S. Marma 
Margaret A. McCarty 
Tom McCormack 
Robert McGrath 
H. H. Mendenhall 
Clifford Miles 

Jerry Lee Miller 
Louise Moldestad 
James M. Moore Jr. 
Kurt R. Moore 
Oliver Morefield 
Brian Morganstem 
Michael A. Morris 
Harry Murphy Jr. 
Robert Urban Murray 

Theresa F. Neighbors 
Clifford Nelson & Stan Redig 
Augusta J. Nichols 
Charlet Niemeyer 
Gary G. Norris 
Rudy F. Novy 
Ronald E. Oliver 
Grace Range 
Milton J. Reeves 

Phil Regalbuto 
Cathy C. Reno 
Helen R Richart 
Richard E. Robinson 
Lee B. Roudybush 
Ronald L. Sanders 
Floyd T. Scott 
Ida K. Scott 

> THAIMIC ’VOUS 
WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR THANKS TO THOSE MEMBERS WHO 

TOOK THE TIME TO ATTEND OUR ANNUAL MEETING - THE MOST 
IMPORTANT EVENT IN THE YEARLY LIFE OF ANY COOPERATIVE 

ORGANIZATION. WE APPRECIATE YOUR COMMITMENT. 

THE MANAGEMENT AND DIRECTORS OF 
EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
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Six area youths spent the week of June 16-23 
exploring Washington D.C. The students met 
with Illinois congressional leaders and 

learned about their government during the annual 
“Youth to Washington” tour. This event, sponsored 
by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illi¬ 
nois, began in the late 1950s to introduce rural 
youths to our democratic form of government and 
cooperatives. Denise Adams of Sparta, Michael 
Bordieri of Carbondale, Brianna Moore of 
Steeleville, Melissa Rucks of Steeleville, Kacie 
Stearns of Murphysboro and Abigail Weber of 
Sparta represented Egyptian Electric Association. 
They met with Congressman Jerry Costello on 

Capitol Hill and 
were among 55 
rural Illinois youth 
leaders selected 
for the trip. In ad¬ 
dition to the Capitol, students also visited Arlington 
National Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Su¬ 
preme Court, the Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Royal Embassy 
of Saudi Arabia and a number of other historical 
sites. Pictured are (l-r): Rucks, Moore, Congress¬ 
man Costello, Bordieri, Weber, Adams and 
Stearns. 

Six represent EECA in 

What to do if the power goes off 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your 

neighbors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number 

nearest you: Steeleville 965-3434 or 
Murphysboro 684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • PO.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 

(618) 965-3434 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
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Touchstone 
Energy electric 

cooperatives 

at the DuQuoin State Fair for 
fun, entertainment and prizes 

August 26 - 28 
Touchstone Energy Hot Air Balloon 

Meet Cheri White - U.S. Hot Air Balloon Ladies’ Division 
Champion and her award winning crew. 

Kyle Finley’s Live Line Safety Demo 
During several 30-minute daily shows, using live electric wires, Kyle will educate 

spectators on how to protect themselves and others from injuries or even death caused by 
electricity. 

Touchstone Energy booth 
See the latest products and services offered by Illinois’ electric cooperatives and pick 

up your free gifts. 

Complete the attached registration form, bring it to the Touchstone Energy booth and you could win a Touchstone Energy 
T-shirt or a Char-Broil® Patio Bistro electric grill. 

! 1 
Registration for Char-Broil Patio Bistro electric grill 

Name 

Address 

City State .Zip 

Phone Electric Provider 

Must be 18 to enter. 
Bring registration form to the Touchstone Energy booth at the DuQuoin State Fair. 

Names will be drawn daily for Touchstone Energy T-shirts. Final drawing for the grill is on Sept. 4. 
Grill valued at $325 • T-shirt valued at $11 ~~ " 
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The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro. 

"Providing electric service to Southern Illinois" Your Touchstone Energy' Partner Messenger 
Near-record crowd at 
62nd annual meeting The 62nd annual meeting of the coopera¬ 

tive was held on July 27, and we were 
blessed with a beautiful evening. We cooked 

hot dogs for the crowd and everyone seemed to 
enjoy the social time and activities before the busi¬ 
ness meeting. Our guest speaker was John 
Foppe, a young man born without arms, and he 
gave a truly motivational talk. Hearing him de¬ 
scribe how he has taken control over what he de¬ 
scribes as a “condition” makes all of us realize 
what we as individuals can accomplish if we really 
want to do it. We have had a number of speakers 
over the years and he was the first to receive a 
standing ovation when he finished. 

We had the second largest crowd in atten¬ 
dance in the seventeen years that I have been 
manager. The last couple of years we have been 
offering some activities for the children prior to the 
meeting, such as aerial rides in our bucket trucks, 
and we have also been offering activities for them 
while the business meeting is in session. Each year 
we are seeing a few more younger families at the 
meeting and that is gratifying because they are the 
future of the cooperative. 

As part of my report, I did update the audi¬ 
ence on what is happening at Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative. As you know, Southern is our 
power supplier and we are one of the owners of 
that company. Southern became operational in 
1963 with three thirty-three megawatt units. A 
fourth unit of 180 megawatts became commercial 
in 1978. The three small units are approaching 
forty years in age and the boilers need to be re¬ 
placed. A new fluidized bed boiler will be installed 
to supply the small units with steam and that 
boiler will allow us to continue to burn southern 
Illinois coal and meet the clean air requirements. 
Two gas turbines will also be installed to meet 
peak demands that exceed base generation ca¬ 
pacity. Along with the generation additions, an 
SCR unit will be placed on the largest unit in order 
to bring it into compliance with clean air require¬ 
ments with regard to nitrous oxide emissions. That 
improvement will cost in excess of thirty million 
dollars. We will be able to continue to burn local 
coal and we will have one of the cleanest plants 
around, but the cost is rather significant. 

FROM THE 
MAMAGER'5 DESK 

◄  
BY HARRY KUHN 

We also reported that SIPC is adding three 
new members. Tri-County Electric at Mt. Vernon 
and Clinton County of Breese are already full 
members and Monroe County of Waterloo will be¬ 
come a full member on January 1, 2002. By add¬ 
ing new members, we will be able to maximize use 
of the base generation and pick up the peaks on 
the gas turbines. Having additional kilowatt hours 
generated out of the plant gives us a bigger base 
to spread fixed costs and that lowers the overall 
cost to everyone. 

The crowd was informed that the members of 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative have joined 
together to form a limited liability corporation 
called Southern Services. This entity was formed 
for the purpose of offering services other than elec¬ 
tricity to the area of southern Illinois served by the 
cooperatives involved. Currently we are looking 
into the possibility of entering into the propane 
business in some manner and we are also looking 
into offering long distance telephone service. We 
will not be calling you at home, but look for further 
information or ads in this magazine. If you receive 
a letter from Southern Services, please don’t dis¬ 
card it as junk mail. 

The last item reported to the members in at¬ 
tendance concerned rates for the coming year. As 
I told the crowd, it has been a rare occurrence in 
my seventeen years as their manager to announce 
a rate increase, but this was one of those times. 
The last adjustment was nine years ago, and costs 
have gradually increased each year over that pe¬ 
riod of time. Those increases, coupled with rela¬ 
tively small increases in load and revenue, have 
brought us to a point where an increase is neces¬ 
sary for us to meet our mortgage requirements 
and to continue to operate and maintain the sys¬ 
tem effectively. 

After looking at how the increase should be 
made, we concluded that our monthly facilities 
charge was much too low in relation to what it 

(continued on 16b) 
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Scenes from our 
(continued from 16a) 
costs to make the service available. Other utilities, such as telephone, cable, and satellite television, are 
in the low twenty dollar range and their charges more closely reflect the realities of what it costs to make 
just the basic service available. Thus, the decision was made to raise the facilities charge to fifteen dol¬ 
lars a month, which will result in an across-the-board increase of five dollars a month. There will be no 
increase in the energy charges, so the amount of energy you use will not affect the size of the increase. 
The increase will take effect with the October bill that is due and payable by November 10. 

None of us like increases, but we encounter them every day. Cars and new homes have increased 
considerably in the last nine years, but it hasn’t seemed to affect sales in the least. Entertaiment has not 
suffered either and for what it costs a family of four to attend a Cardinal ballgame would probably pay 
the average monthly residential bill on our system. It all boils down to what value we place on the ser¬ 
vices and products we use. I would be the first to admit that electric service is rather mundane and pretty 
hard to get real excited about. After all, how excited can you get about something you can not see or 
touch and is paid for in terms of kilowatt hours --- pretty dull stuff. It is just one of those things that be¬ 
comes a whole lot more valuable when we do not have it for whatever reason. 

The area men who were re-elected to the board of directors of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association (EECA) are pictured with Marry Kuhn, manager, standing. 
Seated from left are Paul MicKs of Carbondale, Paul Pyatt of Pinchneyville and John 
Steele of Campbell Mill. The election was held at the co-op's 62nd annual meeting 
Thursday, July 27, at the Steeleville American Legion Mall in Steeleville. 

John Foppe, who was born without 
arms, gave an Inspirational speech. 

.Dean Same, president, 
speaks. 

Manager Marry Kuhn ad¬ 
dresses the audience. 

A member receives his attendance prize. 

The Touch of Old Barbershop Quartet entertained 
before the meeting. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING □ SEPTEMBER 2000 



Annual Meeting 

popular event. 

The registration table was a busy 
place. 

A clown plays peeK-a-boo 
with the photographer. 

A clown, and 
entertained. 

balloons, helped Keep the Kids 

 ► 

There was fairly steady traffic through the dinner line. 

These representatives 
of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion did much of the 
cooking and serving. 
From left are Shirley 
Mulholland, Ray 
Mulholland, Paul Pyatt 
and harry Kuhn, man¬ 
ager. 
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ummer is over, school bells are ringing and the children are headed 

off to class. It’s Indian Summer, and it feels like winter will never 

come. But, don’t be fooled. Winter is coming, and now is the time 

to prepare. 

Look around your home. See any gaps around your doors or win¬ 

dows? A 1 /12-inch gap around a standard exterior door is like having a 4” 

x 5” hole in the wall. Add that to cracks around other doors and windows 

and you could be allowing a lot of cold air into your home this winter. 

Plugging those leaks will increase your comfort, and it pays for itself in 

reduced energy bills. Just weather stripping around doors and windows 

can cut heat loss by nearly half. Caulking, additional insulation and storm 

doors and windows are other measures that will make your home even 

more energy-efficient. 

Call your local electric cooperative for advice on weatherization plans 

that will fit your budget and pay off in lower energy costs. Then, sit back 

and enjoy the Indian Summer. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois  
Your energy experts for over 60 years 

OFFICE CLOS 
Our offices will be closed Monday, Septem¬ 
ber 4, 2000, in observance of Labor Day. 

It’s BACK to 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

◄  

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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The Egyptian Messenger, published by the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, with offices in Steeleville and Murphysboro. 

"Providing electric service to Southern Illinois" Your Touchstone Energy' Partner Messenger 

Winter Heating 
Costs If you have been following the news articles 

warning about high natural gas and heating oil 
prices this winter, you are probably getting con¬ 

cerned if you heat your home with either fuel. 
There are, of course, all kinds of reasons and theo¬ 
ries as to why we get ourselves into these kind of 
fixes, but the trend to discourage, as much as pos¬ 
sible, the generation of electricity with coal has 
affected the price of natural gas to a considerable 
degree. 

Those of you, that are old enough to remem¬ 
ber or care, will recall that during the oil embargo 
of the seventies, natural gas suddenly was in short 
supply and the prices went up. Some felt there 
was only a shortage of cheap gas, but neverthe¬ 
less gas permits for new homes were rationed. We 
were in the process of building a new home in 
Decatur at the time and we had to wait several 
months to get a permit to install natural gas. At the 
same time the government was promoting the 
switch from natural gas to coal. Well, we have con¬ 
veniently forgotten all that and for environmental 
reasons are now pushing natural gas - and doing 
everything we can to discourage generating elec¬ 
tricity with coal. 

One of the problems with this approach is that 
we import from Canada a substantial portion of 
our natural gas needs and we are not finding 
enough new gas in this country to keep up with 
growth, so that is putting pressure on natural gas 
prices. The other big factor in the energy equation 
is that we in the electrical generating business are 
installing a huge amount of gas turbine peaking 
generation and are avoiding building new coal- 
fired base load generation. To make maximum use 
of our base load generation, we are trying to fully 
load it around the clock and picking up the peaks 
with gas turbines. This makes for the lowest cost 
power, but it is also creating a huge demand for 
natural gas during the summertime which has his¬ 
torically been a time of the lowest gas consump¬ 
tion. 

PROM THE 
MANAGER'S DESK 

◄  
BY HARRY KUHN 

How does all this affect gas prices this coming 
winter? Well, distributors normally fill their under¬ 
ground storage caverns during the summer time to 
get ready for what has been the peak usage time 
during the winter heating season. Since summer 
prices have historically been cheaper because of 
the low demand, gas stored during the summer 
holds down costs during the winter. With all the 
gas turbines now on line, the gas distribution com¬ 
panies now find themselves in competition with the 
gas turbines for the summer gas supply and the 
old law of supply and demand comes into the pic¬ 
ture. In a free market, prices will track supply and 
natural gas prices this summer are probably 
double those of last year. With all the gas turbines 
projected to come on during the next couple of 
years, it is possible that gas usage might peak in 
the summer instead of winter and that does not 
look good for winter heating costs because gas 
going into storage for winter heating is bound to 
cost more. 

There probably is no short-term solution to the 
problem and in the long run we either have to pro¬ 
duce more gas or make more use of the huge coal 
reserves we are sitting on. We are going to re¬ 
power our three small units with a fluidized bed 
boiler so that we can continue to burn southern 
Illinois coal at our Lake of Egypt plant. We are 
also planning to install two 70 Mw gas turbines to 
handle peak loads that our base load cannot 
cover. Until the general public takes a stand 
against some of the environmental rules that make 
coal generation unattractive, we are going to see 
more switching to natural gas. If we have enough 
gas and can deliver it, that is not a problem, but if 
we have some hot summers and cold winters in 
succession, it may get real interesting during the 
next few years. 

(continued on 16b) 
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As far as the cost of heating oil is concerned, 
what we are doing in the electric business does not 
have a great impact on prices. However, most of 
the gas turbines being installed can run on heating 
oil if natural gas gets too expensive or is in short 
supply. I visited a 300 Mw gas turbine site a couple 
of years ago and it had a four hundred thousand 
gallon fuel oil tank on site in case gas was too ex¬ 
pensive or unavailable. It would take a fleet of 
tanker trucks to keep up with demand at that site if 
the three turbines were fully loaded and burning 
fuel oil. It is pretty amazing how much fuel a 100 
Mw turbine can burn in an hour. 

What it all boils down to is that energy supply, 
whether it be electricity or fossil fuel, is somewhat 
interconnected and what happens in one industry 
has an impact to some degree on the other indus¬ 
tries. We do not have an energy policy in this 
country and we let the free market dictate what 

course we will take. That may tend to hold down 
prices in the short run, but may not be the best 
policy in the long term. If the rest of the world de¬ 
velops an energy appetite anywhere near ours, 
there simply won’t be enough to go around and 
we ought to be looking at making maximum use of 
the resources we have. 

New technology and energy efficiencies will 
help somewhat, but we always seem to develop 
more ways to use energy. All those marvelous 
computers that have increased productivity all run 
on electricity that is generated for the most part by 
burning some fossil fuel. Electrical load is growing 
and electrical energy must be generated in some 
manner and much of the increase is going to be 
generated by the same gas many of you use to 
heat your home. Hopefully, everything will work 
out, but I wouldn’t bet on price stability in the near 
term. 

Deregulation I am sure that you have read 
about the power supply situation 
in California this summer. Cali¬ 

fornians like to picture themselves 
as trendsetters for the nation and 
they were the first state to totally 
deregulate the electric industry. 
They are now also the first 

people to be screaming about 
the high prices and are want¬ 

ing caps on prices and roll¬ 
backs. They are also not 
too happy with the black¬ 
outs. These are also the 

same people who do not want power plants built 
in their state, but want other states to build them 

and export low cost power to California. What they 
forget was that a totally deregulated market is a 
free market with rates and that does not necessar¬ 
ily translate to low rates. What they overlooked is 
that the cheap surplus capacity is gone and mar¬ 
ket rates today are a lot higher than they were a 
year or two ago and that situation probably is not 
going to change. 

What we all have to keep in mind is that if we 
want a totally deregulated electric industry with 
prices completely subject to the law of supply and 
demand, we shouldn’t expect price stability and 
always low prices. A free market means that the 
seller is free to make as much as he can and he will 
do so when the opportunity presents itself. 

Health Insurance 
ur mail at our home is delivered on a 
rural route and from time to time I get 
mailings on health insurance that are di¬ 

rected to members of rural electric cooperatives. I 
believe the intent is to make the recipient believe 

Billing 
t is that time of year when those of you who read 
your own meters are starting to look for your 
billing packets. They will be mailed in mid-Octo¬ 

ber so you will have them in plenty of time for pay¬ 
ment of the bill that is due by the end of October. If 
you do not receive your packet by November 1, 
please call one of our offices. We mail over 9000 

that the insurance is endorsed by the local electric 
cooperative. We know nothing about these com¬ 
panies and we do not endorse any insurance com¬ 
pany, so please do not buy on the basis of an 
implied connection to this cooperative. 

packets, so there is always the possibility we 
missed one or one went astray. With that in mind, 
it is very important that we have your correct ad¬ 
dress. If, by chance, you are aware that we have 
the wrong address, please let us know as soon as 
possible so we can make the correction. 
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Touchstone Energy 
Touchstone Energy. Since you are reading this in the Illinois Country Living magazine, I as¬ 

sume you are a regular reader and have seen these two words many times. And if you visited the 
Touchstone Energy booth at the DuQuoin or Springfield fairs, you saw it plastered everywhere. I’m 
sure by now you’re asking “just what is all of this hoopla about Touchstone Energy.” As our manager Harry Kuhn has discussed 

many times in his article, deregulation of 
I the electric industry is coming to Illinois 

and many other parts of the country. In re¬ 
sponse to these legislative and regulatory 
changes in the electric industry, many 
of the cooperatives across the country 
have joined together to build cus¬ 
tomer loyalty and launched 
Touchstone Energy. Al¬ 
though each cooperative 
is still locally owned by its 
members and still man¬ 
aged by the same personnel, Touchstone Energy is 
an alliance that gives each cooperative national 
branding recognition. 

It’s kind of like the True Value, Ace Hardware 
and many other brand names. These stores are 
locally owned and locally managed, but by using 
the brand name, they have national recognition. 
No matter what True Value store you visit, you have 
some idea of what to expect when you walk in, 
from the quality of the product to the quality of the 
service. Touchstone Energy is similar for the elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. No matter where you might 
move to within the United States or where your 
company might locate a plant, when you see a 
Touchstone Energy cooperative, you know what to 
expect from them. 

Touchstone Energy 

In fact, that’s why the touchstone name was 
used. Webster’s dictionary says a “touchstone” is a 
test or criterion for the qualities of a thing. Touch¬ 

stone Energy cooperatives subscribe to 
four measures of quality of service; integ¬ 

rity, accountability, innovation and com¬ 
munity involvement. Your cooperative, 

Egyptian Electric, subscribes to 
these four measures and is a 

Touchstone Energy coop¬ 
erative. 

Touchstone En¬ 
ergy has been a sponsor 

of events like the Touchstone Energy Tucson Open 
PGA Golf tournament, the Touchstone Energy 300 
NASCAR race at Talladega, AL and many other 
events. Locally, there is the Touchstone Energy hot 
air balloon owned by a consortium of electric co¬ 
operatives in the central part of the state. It was at 
the DuQuoin fair during the first three days of that 
event. Sponsorship of activities like these provide 
all 560 Touchstone Energy cooperatives national 
recognition that would otherwise be unattainable 
for each cooperative on their own. 

Egyptian Electric is proud to be a part of 
Touchstone Energy. We’re still the same coopera¬ 
tive we’ve always been, still have the same man¬ 
agement, board, staff and employees. But now, 
thanks to Touchstone Energy, we have a national 
presence and recognition. 
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Do you know these people? Capital credit checks have been returned for the following past members of Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 
erative. We have no current address for them. If you have any information pertaining to these 
people, please contact us at (618) 965-3434. If a past member is deceased, additional capital 

credits may be available as an estate refund. A date of death is needed to process those refunds. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation in finding these members. 

E.R.&TInc. 

Janice Hicks 

Robert G.Leehy 

J. Floyd Meyer 

Larry E. Moore 

Roberta Peters 

Thomas L Pettit 

Mark E. Phillips 

Joe Bob Pierce 

George Polke 

Lee I Rode 

SihatatSamananda 

David J. Schilling 

Richard B. Schmidt 

Jean Schneiderman 

June L Schwarz 

Valerie S. Scott 

John D. Severs 

Lance Shannon 

Clarence Sherman Jr. 

Ronald L Sherwood 

William Shockley 

Pamela Siefert 

Lester L Smith 

Lester R. Smith 

James H. Staib 

Robert Steele 

Matthew R Stephens 

TS.&S. Creosoting 

Curtis E. Terry 

Bill Thomas 

Beulah M. True 

Alexis Valk 

Earl D. Vanatta 

Harold G. Vaughn 

AnneVeech 

Marion E.Voss 

Veda M. Waddell 

Milton Wagner 

Ronald L Wagner 

Frances Waldrep 

James E. Watson 

Anthony Weisenberger 

Ethel C. Wells 

Larry Wiedlocher 

Calvin R. Wild 

Rufus Williamson 

Robert E. Wilson 

Johnnie S. Winters Jr. 

Philip G.Wolfson 

Theresa R Woods 

Again, Thanks to everyone that made our annual meeting 
a success. If you were unable to be there, 
maybe you can work it in next summer. 

J 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 

EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
1005 West Broadway • PO.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 

(618) 965-3434 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
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EEC crew is first runner-up 
in lineman’s rodeo 

here. From left are Tom Ernsting, Journeyman lineman, James Cjrothaus, line foreman, and 
Bryan Dierchs, Journeyman lineman. A team of Egyptian Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 

tion linemen from Steeleville was named first 
runner up at the recent statewide Lineman’s 

Safety Rodeo. 
The team of Tom Ernsting of Campbell Hill and 

James Grothaus and Bryan Diercks, both of Steelville, 
received the award. In addition, the team placed sec¬ 
ond in the egg climb event and third in administering 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). 

The fourth annual Safety Rodeo, held at Lincoln 
Land Community College (LLCC) in Springfield on Fri¬ 
day, Oct. 6, coincided with a series of courses designed 
to help electric line personnel improve their work skills 
in safe and efficient ways. Several electric suppliers 
joined the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC), the Illinois Municipal Utilities Association and 
LLCC in co-sponsoring the event. The AIEC and LLCC 
are also working together to develop an associate’s de¬ 
gree in power line technology. 

Line personnel from 19 Illinois electric cooperatives 
and a municipal utility competed in five team events 
and two individual events. Team events included trans¬ 
former changeout, cross arm change, hurt man rescue, 
egg climb (linemen climbing a 30-foot pole with a raw 
egg in their mouths) and performing CPR. 
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work at the top of a 35-foot pole during the 
competition. 



Pictured are Howard and Mary 

Dixon of Rural Marion, the win¬ 

ners of Touchstone Energy's grill 

giveaway provided by Enertech 

and WaterEurnace International at 

the DuQuoin 5tate Pair. EECA 

manager Marry Kuhn, right, made 

the presentation. 

Students encouraged to apply for 
2001 I EC Memorial Scholarships 

arry W. Kuhn, man¬ 
ager of Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, has 

announced that for the 
sixth consecutive year 
the Illinois electric co¬ 

operatives will award 
$1,000 academic scholar¬ 

ships to high school seniors. 
The three scholarships are be¬ 

ing awarded through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship Program. 

High school seniors pursuing a college 
education in the state of Illinois are eligible to 
participate in the program. Two of the three 
scholarships will be awarded to the child of 
an electric cooperative member. The other 
$1,000 award will go to the child of an elec¬ 
tric cooperative director or employee. Dead¬ 
line for applications to be returned to the 

cooperative is January 1, 2001. 
“The purpose of the scholarship program 

is to assist electric cooperative youth while 
honoring past rural electric leaders through 
memorial gifts,” said Kuhn. “EEC and the 
other Illinois electric cooperatives want to 
make a difference in their communities. One 
of the best ways we can do that is by lending 
a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the basis of 
grade point average, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a short essay 
which demonstrates their knowledge of elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program 
was established in 1994 by the board of di¬ 
rectors of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. For further information on the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, contact 
EEC at (618) 965-3434. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
1005 West Broadway • PO.Box 38 • Steeleville, Illinois 62288 

(618) 965-3434 • Office hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
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Think Before You Caulk There’s no doubt about it. An inexpensive 
tube of silicone caulk can help you save 
a lot of energy by sealing small spaces 

where air can leak into and out of your home. 
But before you apply caulk around open¬ 

ings where electrical, cable TV, gas or tele¬ 
phone lines enter your house, consider 
whether you may need access to that line 
again. For instance, are you likely to install an¬ 
other telephone line in the future? If so, ex¬ 
panding caulk can make the job a lot harder. 

One easy, and removable, option is simply 
to stuff some fiberglass insulation into the gap 
around the lines. It’s easily removed when 
you need access to the lines, and it will do a 
good job of blocking drafts. 

This doesn’t mean you should put up 
the caulk! It does a great job of sealing those 
sneaky little spots that let cold or hot air pen¬ 
etrate into your conditioned space, such as 
around window and door frames and exte¬ 
rior electrical outlets and faucets. Just take a 
moment to think first before you decide 
whether to caulk or insulate. 

Source: Excerpted with permission from 
Rocky Mountain Institute’s book “The En¬ 
ergy Efficient Home: Saving Energy, Money, 
and the Environment.” For more information 
about RMI and its publications, visit their 
website or contact them at orders@rmi.org; 
HouseNet, Inc. 

Your one, single vote can and does make a 
difference! Just consider how one vote in the 
following years could have changed the 

course of American history: 

1800 - One vote elected Thomas Jefferson as 
President. 

1824 - John Quincy Adams was elected as Presi¬ 
dent by the U.S. House of Representatives over 
Andrew Jackson when one representative from 
New York changed his vote. The election had been 
thrown into Congress because no candidate re¬ 
ceived a majority of votes in the Electoral College. 

1845 - Texas became the 28th state in the Union by 
one vote. 

1868 - One vote saved President Andrew Johnson 
from conviction and removal from office. 

1911 - An average of only one vote per precinct 
passed women’s suffrage in California. 

1912 - Less than one vote per precinct, in one 
state, elected Woodrow Wilson as President. 

1948 - Lyndon Baines Johnson, the 36th President 
of the United States, became a U.S. Senator by a 
margin of one vote. 

r*r*i CECLO 
Your cooperative office will be closed on Fri¬ 

day, Nov. 10, 2000, in honor of Veteran’s Day. 
The Cooperative office will also be closed on 

Thursday and Friday, Nov. 23 and 24, to observe 
the Thanksgiving Holiday with family and friends. 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through FYiday) call the office number nearest 

power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 
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SPm Id Man Winter’s wrath is nearly upon us, but it’s not too 

m \ JF late to protect your home against his icy winds and 

H / driving snow. A few simple tips can help lower your 

energy consumption and heating bills. 

No matter if you’re buying a new home or wanting to reduce 

energy use in an existing one, proper home weatherization can 

pay big dividends for the few dollars spent. 

Weatherization means installing proper insulation, caulking 

around doors and windows, adding weather-stripping, installing 

storm doors and windows and setting back the thermostat. 

For more information about weatherizing your home, contact 

your local electric cooperative. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Powerful solutions for over 60 years 
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"Providing electric service to Southern Illinois" Your Touchstone Energy- Partner Messenger 
Long distance 
phone service Egyptian Electric Cooperative, along with the 

other five member cooperatives of Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative, have been look¬ 

ing into providing services other than an electric 
energy supply that would be of value to our mem¬ 
bers. We believe that we can furnish these addi¬ 
tional services more efficiently on a joint basis and 
in order to accomplish that objective, we have 
formed Southern Services, LLC, a limited liability 
corporation. We may be contacting you from time 
to time, under the Southern Services name, to offer 
you a service and we hope that over time you will 
automatically associate that company with this 
cooperative. 

The first service we are offering you under the 
Southern Services name is long distance tele¬ 
phone service. We have had discussions with sev¬ 
eral long distance phone service suppliers and 
have entered into an agreement with PowerNet 
Global communications to provide long distance 
phone service in our area. We believe the rates we 
are offering are some of the lowest available and 
we invite you to make a comparison between what 
you are paying now and what we have to offer. 

We are offering in-state long distance at 4.9 
cents a minute and out-of-state long distance at 
6.9 cents a minute. There are no other charges, 
such as a flat monthly service charge, no mini- 
mums, and no contracts. You pay only for the time 
you were on the telephone and the calls are billed 
on six-second increments, with an eighteen-sec¬ 
ond minimum. These rates apply twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days a week. 

We are also offering personal 800 numbers at 
the same low rates. Thus, if have you son or 
daughter at school in another state, they can call 
the 800 number and the charges will be put on 
your phone bill. Incoming calls from out-of-state 
are billed at the 6.9 cent rate and in-state calls are 
billed at the 4.9 cent rate. Again, there are no 
monthly fixed charges, no minimums, and no con¬ 
tracts. You pay only for the time used. 

Another service we are offering is calling cards 
at a flat rate of 13.9 cents per minute. There are no 
other service charges. If you are away from home 
and need to make a credit card call, you just pay 

FROM THE 
MAMAGER'5 DESK 

◄  
BY HARRY KUHN 

the 13.9 cent rate for the time you were on the 
phone. I know from personal experience that the 
surcharges on a credit card call can amount to 
more than the actual call, so this is a good deal at 
a good rate. 

I personally signed up for this service four 
months ago so that I could try it myself before I 
recommended it to you. I have called long dis¬ 
tance from my home, I have used the calling card, 
and I have called our personal 800 number to 
check our answering machine when we were out of 
state. I can tell you that the service is exactly what 
PowerNet Global says it is and it works great. One 
of the first calls I made was to Iowa and I wound 
up getting an answering machine. The call cost 
three cents, and that’s pretty hard to beat. 

I personally find the 800 number to be a real 
convenience because if I am away from home and 
need to call home, I can direct dial the 800 num¬ 
ber and the rate is less than half that of the calling 
card we are offering. If you are someone that calls 
home often at long distance rates, the 800 number 
is definitely something you would want to take ad¬ 
vantage of. The beauty of it is that it does not cost 
you a thing, other than the charges for the time 
you are on the phone. 

Long distance phone service from PowerNet 
Global is billed directly by PowerNet Global, so 
the charges will not appear on the bill you receive 
from the supplier of your local service. The bill is 
broken down into three categories, direct-dialed 
long distance, incoming 800 number calls, and 
calling card calls. Thus, you can easily see what 
calls you made in each classification. 

Elsewhere in this center section is an ad with 
an application blank on the bottom. If you want to 
sign up for the service, simply fill out the applica¬ 
tion and send it to the address shown. Please re¬ 
tain the upper portion of the ad so that you will 

(continued on 16b) 
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have the telephone number available for later use. 
If you have any questions, please call the toll-free 
number in the ad. Please do not call Egyptian 
Electric’s office. An agent of PowerNet Global will 
take all the calls and they are equipped to take the 
calls and answer any questions you might have 
about the service—we are not. You can mail the 
application or you can fax it. PowerNet Global is 
also equipped to take applications over the 
phone, but they will record those conversations. 
The laws on illegally switching long distance carri¬ 
ers (scamming) are very strict, so they and we want 
to be very careful that we have proper documenta¬ 
tion to make the switch. 

If you sign up for the service, please do not 
contact your current long distance carrier and re¬ 
quest a switch. PowerNet Global will make that 
contact for you. If you call for a switch and a 
switch is made before PowerNet Global is ready on 
its end, you can be put in an undesignated class 
and the rates could be much higher than what we 
have quoted. So, other than sending in the appli¬ 
cation, don’t do anything unless told to do so by 
PowerNet Global. If you have a current 800 number 
and want to transfer that number to PowerNet Glo¬ 
bal, that can be done also. 

We will not be calling your home to solicit 
long distance phone service business. Our contact 
will be through this magazine, possibly newspaper 
ads, and direct mailings. The only call you might 
receive is if PowerNet Global is unable to read your 
handwriting or if something is missing on the appli¬ 
cation. Please be aware that PowerNet Global will 
do a credit check and an application may be 
turned down because of a poor credit rating or no 

credit rating. If you are someone who has never 
used a credit card and have never established 
credit, your application may be turned down. 
Hopefully, we can work around that situation and 
you may need to call PowerNet Global if that hap¬ 
pens to you. 

You do not have to be a member of this coop¬ 
erative to subscribe to this service and it is also 
available to businesses. We are going to market 
this service throughout southern Illinois, so if you 
have a family member or friend living in another 
utility’s service area, please feel free to make a 
copy of the application and give it to them. The 
rates we have quoted are only good for the state 
of Illinois. We do have members who receive this 
magazine and live in other states and I am sorry, 
but we can not offer these rates to them. Rates 
vary by states and fortunately for most of our mem¬ 
bers, Illinois has one of the lower rates. 

We have been assured by PowerNet Global 
that this is not an introductory rate and they will 
not come along later and raise it. As I stated ear¬ 
lier, I have been on the service for four months and 
I would not be recommending it to you if it were 
not everything that PowerNet Global advertises it 
to be. It has been a good deal for us and I am sure 
you will find it to be the same. The experience at 
some other cooperatives that have started offering 
this service has been that the members were reluc¬ 
tant to sign up because they thought is was too 
good a deal and there had to be a catch. There is 
no catch and we would not be offering this service 
if there were one. The electric cooperatives have 
never done business that way and we don’t intend 
to start now. 

The employees, staff and 
board of directors of 

Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association would like 
to wish all our members a 

joyous holiday season. 

on Our office will be closed on Monday, Dec. 25 in 
observance of the Christmas holiday. 

We will also be closed on Monday, Jan. 1, for the 
New Year’s holiday Enjoy your holidays! 
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A 

FREE 
Personal 

800 NUMBER 

No Fees 

Same low rate 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
through 

Southern Services, uc 
is now offering 

Business and Residential 
Long Distance Phone Service 

Billed by PowerNet Global Communications 
Utilizing the Quest Long Distance Network (The nation’s 4th largest carrier) 

4.9 cents 6.9 cents 
All calls in Illinois All calls out of state 

24 hours a day - 7 days a week - no codes to dial 
• Free to join - No monthly fees - No monthly minimum 
• No term agreements - Major carrier 
• 800 Number 4.9 cents - 6.9 cents per minute - no fees 
• Free calling cards 13.9 cents per minute (No surcharge) 
• 6 second increment billing (18 second minimum) 
Low overseas rates. Call the United Kingdom for just 12 cents per minute. 
(Rates may vary from country to country) No fees or service charge. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative, in conjunction with Southern Services, LLC, is offering long distance telephone 
service through PowerNet Global Communications. This long distance service is one of the lowest-cost long 
distance services available. You can call anywhere in the State of Illinois for a low 4.9 cents per minute or 
anywhere out of state in the continental United States for 6.9 cents per minute. In addition, you can have 
your own personal 800 number to receive calls from family members or acquaintances. Incoming calls on 
your 800 number are billed at the same rates noted above. All rates are the same 24 hours a day-7 days a 
week. There are no monthly fees, no minimums, or long-term agreements. 

For additional information or to enroll by phone call toll free: 1-866-266-7531 
Mail application to: Southern Services, LLC, P.O. Box 1478, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

Applications may be faxed toll free to 1-866-326-6753 

DETACH HERE 

 Social Security Number  

City State Zip  

Telephone Numbers ( ) -  ( ) -  

Other Services Desired: □ Toll Free 800 Number □ Travel Cards... Number of cards requested  
*If 800 service is desired, enter the telephone number it should ring to ( ) -  
(existing 800 numbers may be transferred to this service...applicable forms are available upon request) 

| I hereby authorize PowerNet Global Communications, or its designator/agent, Southern Services, LLC, to transfer i 
my long distance service. I agree to financial responsibility for all charges arising from all long distance services 
provided. The service requested will be provisioned only on the approval of credit for the application. A service 

| charge may be assessed by the local telephone company when they make the carrier change. 

I Customer Signature Date  

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
I   I 

Name 

Street 
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Students encouraged to apply for 
2001IEC Memorial Scholarships 

or the sixth consecutive year, the 
Illinois electric cooperatives will 
award $1,000 academic scholar¬ 
ships to high school seniors. The 
scholarships are being awarded 

through the Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive (IEC) Memorial Scholarship Pro¬ 

gram. 
High school seniors pursuing a college educa¬ 

tion in the state of Illinois are eligible to participate 
in the program. Two of the three scholarships will 
be awarded to the child of an electric cooperative 
member. The other $1,000 award will go to the 

child of an electric cooperative director or em¬ 
ployee. Deadline for applications to be returned to 
the cooperative is January 1,2001. 

Candidates are judged on the basis of grade 
point average, college entrance exam scores, work 
and volunteer experience, school and civic activi¬ 
ties, and a short essay which demonstrates their 
knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

The scholarship program was established in 
1994 by the board of directors of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. For further informa¬ 
tion, contact EEC at (618) 965-3434. 

( # ,cl Man Winter’s wrath is nearly upon us, but it’s not too late to protect your home 
m yL, against his icy winds and driving snow. A few simple tips can help tower your energy 

consumption and heating bills. 
No matter if you’re buying a new home or wanting to reduce energy use in an existing one, 

proper home weatherization can pay big dividends for the few dollars spent. 
Weatherization means installing proper insulation, caulking around doors and windows, 

adding weather-stripping, installing storm doors and windows and setting back the thermostat. 
For more information about weatherizing your home, contact your local electric cooperative. 

0^- Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
W Powerful solutions for over 60 years 

What to do if the 
We offer these suggestions: 
1. Check your main fuses or circuit breakers. 
2. Check your meter pole. If you have breakers, 

make sure they are in the “on” position. 
3. If you still have no power, check with your neigh¬ 

bors to see if they have power. 
4. During office hours: (8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday) call the office number nearest 
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power goes off 
you: Steeleville 965-3434 or Murphysboro 
684-2143. 
After office hours: — Call (800) 606-1505 
Someone is always on duty to take emergency 
calls after hours. 

5. Please give your map, section and house (or 
locat.) number as found on your billing 
statement. 


