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Alan Schweighart selected as Manager 
of Operations & Engineering 

Alan Schweighart 

Alan Schweighart of Paxton 
has been selected as the Man¬ 
ager of Operations & Engi¬ 
neering at Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative. He suc¬ 
ceeds Dustin Tripp who has 
accepted the position of Man¬ 
ager of Engineering and Cus¬ 
tomer Service at South- 
Eastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative in Eldorado, Illinois. 

In May 1978, Schweighart 
began his 21-year career at 
the cooperative as an appren¬ 
tice lineman. He became a 
journeyman lineman in May 
1982. In September 1987, he 
became a Paxton line crew 
foreman and was named Op¬ 
erations & Safety Coordinator 
in November 1997. He served 
in that capacity until his re¬ 
cent promotion. 

Schweighart and his wife 
Sandy, a secretary with the 
PEL Unit #10 School District, 
are the parents of three sons: 
Sam, a graduate aeronautical 
and astronautical engineering 
student at MIT, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts; Nate, an elec¬ 
trical engineering student at 
the U of I, Champaign; and 
Ben, a computer graphics 

student at the Illinois Insti¬ 
tute of Art, Chicago. 

An active member of the 
community, Schweighart is a 
member of St. Mary’s Catho¬ 
lic Church, the Knights of Co¬ 

lumbus and the American 
Red Cross. Additionally, he 
serves on the Paxton- 
Buckley-Loda Unit #10 
School Board. 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner 
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Paxton fire house 

Assistant fire chief Dennis Kingren, who’s also ElEC’s Warehouseman, is pictured with a Paxton Volunteer 
Fire Department truck. 

Paxton’s fire house is a lot more secure than 
it used to be, thanks to the installation of 
smoke and heat detectors by Alert Security, 
a subsidiary of Soyland Power Cooperative 
and an EIEC affiliate. 

Don Reutter, security consultant for Alert 
Security, notes that he approached the 
Paxton Volunteer Fire Department, and noted 
that any structure can catch fire. “I pointed 
out to them,” he says, “that the last building 
you want to catch fire is the one that houses 
the fire-fighting equipment.” 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

While the firehouse is fairly new—it was 
built just three years ago—and built largely 
of steel, it still needed protection, Reutter 
notes. 

“They have trucks there with fuel in their 
tanks,” he says, “and they have some things 
plugged into the electric outlets to provide 
warmth. And there’s a kitchen, too. No mat¬ 
ter how modern your building is, if you have 
heat sources, you need protection.” 

Since the Paxton firehouse is home to a vol¬ 
unteer fire department, it’s unoccupied much 
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The Paxton fire house is pictured here with one of the fire trucks that is protected by an Alert Security 
alarm system, which includes both smoke and heat detectors. 

Doug Keen, Alert Security Service Manager, did the installation. 

of the time. With all those 
factors in mind, Reutter 
came up with a proposal to 
install a system made up of 
six smoke detectors, seven 
heat detectors and the re¬ 
lated hardware and instru¬ 
mentation. 

“I felt that they needed 
both heat and smoke detec¬ 
tors for several reasons,” he 
adds, “and I believe that any¬ 
where you have the possibil¬ 
ity of smoke being generated 
normally, such as in a 
kitchen, you need heat sen¬ 
sors, too.” 

At any rate, he presented 
his proposal to the fire 
department’s board, which 
agreed that the protection 
was needed, and agreed to 
have it installed. 

“Doug Keen, Alert 
Security’s service manager, 
did the installation,” Reutter 
says, “and it was an inter¬ 
esting job. Since the building is all steel and 
largely clear span, we used a wireless sys¬ 
tem. By using wireless technology, we were 
able to avoid a lot of the problems that come 
up when you’re running wires.” 

Now, the firehouse is well protected from 
fire, and that’s important for a structure that 
houses the town’s fire-fighting equipment. The 
people at Alert Security are pleased to be a 
part of making our communities safer. 
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ATTENTION 
Sophomores and Juniors 

Enter ElEC’s “Youth to Washington” Essay Contest 
Sophomores and juniors who attend a high school in ElEC’s service area are eligible to enter 

the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. Write an essay entitled “Deregulation and Diversifi¬ 
cation — Providing Choices,, and you may win a trip to Washington and other prizes. 

To enter, complete the coupon or phone the cooperative at (800) 824-5102 or (217) 379-2131. 
An entry form, contest rules and reference material will be sent to each student who enters the 
contest. 

THE PRIZES ARE: 
1ST PLACE: 

2ND PLACE: 

3RD PLACE: 

4TH-8TH PLACE: 

Trip to Washington and a $200 Savings Bond 

Trip to Washington and a $100 Savings Bond 

Trip to Washington and $75 Savings Bond 

$50 Savings Bond 

Winners of the Washington trip will meet some 80 students from Illinois electric and telephone 
cooperatives in Springfield on June 16 where the group will board tour buses, travel to Washing¬ 
ton and return June 23. In Washington, they will join more than 1,000 students representing 
cooperatives from across the nation. During the week, the students will visit the Gettysburg 
battlefield shrines, George Washington’s home at Mount Vernon, the National Cathedral, U.S. 
Capitol, the Supreme Court and Library of Congress, the National Archives, the White House, 
Arlington Cemetery and the Kennedy Center. They’ll visit the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia and 
dance and relax on a Potomac River boat cruise, ride the D.C. Metro and attend services at Christ 
Church. Moreover, they will dine with Congressmen and visit with U.S. Senators. 

Essays are due at the cooperative’s office in Paxton on March 3. On March 17, a panel of 
judges will select eight finalists and the contest will be held April 10 at Lakeview Country Club, 
Loda. 

All eight essay contest finalists will attend Illinois Rural Youth Day in Springfield on April 12 to 
see state government in action. Over 200 young people throughout the state will be participating 
in this annual event. 

Sophomores and juniors are encouraged to enter ElEC’s “Youth to Washington” essay contest 
and take advantage of this great opportunity. 

\uummuumuuuuuu CUP AND MAIL TO ■■■■■■■■ 

EASTERN ILLINI ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
RO. Box 96 • Paxton, Illinois 60957 Date 

I wish to enter the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 

Name of applicant    Age 

Name of parents  

Mailing address   

Phone number    

High school Class/year  
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Wireless Home 

omes without security systems are 3 times more likely to be burglarized 
than homes with security systems. 

Now we can help you beat these odds with a wireless home security 
system! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide home in¬ 
trusion, environmental and health care monitoring services, in 
addition to home automation life-style 
conveniences. Affo|dab|e easy usej re|jable 

and more than just security! 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 
For more information call toll free 

1-877/572-5378 
Eastern mini Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

Your Cooperative is developing new benefits and 
services that could affect your health, 

your wealth, your life, your future. 

Coming The Early Part of 
the Year 2000! 

fr BENEFITS 
I GROUP 
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Do your heating costs go up when the 
temperatures go down? 

You can make the most of 
your energy dollars in a few 
simple, inexpensive ways. 

• Add moisture to dry win¬ 
ter air with a humidifier. 
You’ll feel more comfort¬ 
able when the tempera¬ 
ture drops. 

• Cover fireplace openings 
with a screen or glass 
door. Open fireplaces al¬ 
low heat to rise up the 

chimney and cold air is 
drawn into your home to 
replace it. 

• Make sure kitchen and 
bathroom exhaust fans 
are used only when truly 
needed. They can be es¬ 
cape routes for indoor 
heat. 

• Clean or replace your dirty 
filters in your heating sys¬ 
tem regularly. Dirty filters 

cause your heating system 
to work harder and use 
more energy. 

There is a lot more you can 
do to get more for your money. 
Simply contact your coopera¬ 
tive and we’ll be glad to help 
keep the heat where it belongs 
and your energy costs as low 
as possible. 

Getting the lights back on 
When the cooperative expe¬ 

riences multiple power out¬ 
ages, it’s our goal to restore 
service to the greatest num¬ 
ber of customers in the short¬ 
est amount of time. Your 
cooperative begins at the 
power source and works out 
to the individual services 
along the system. Dangerous 
problems such as downed 
power lines are attended to as 
soon as possible. 

The following are service 
restoration priority proce¬ 
dures: 
1. Transmission lines: These 

are high voltage lines that 
move bulk electricity from 
a generating plant to a sub¬ 
station or between substa¬ 
tions. 

2. Substations: Substations 
are electrical facilities that 
contain equipment for 
switching or regulating the 
voltage of electricity. These 
lower the amount of elec¬ 
trical voltage from trans¬ 
mission lines so that the 
electricity can be transmit¬ 
ted through distribution 
lines. 

3. Main distribution lines: 

I6f ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

These are the 7,200-volt 
lines that you see along 
roadways. 

4. Tap lines: Tap lines are 
electric feeder lines with 
limited capacity that run 
from a main distribution 
line and service small num¬ 
bers of customers. 

5. Individual service: This is 
the line that runs from the 
pole transformer to the 
customer’s electric meter. 
Electric utility facilities are 

constructed with protective 
devices such as fuses and cir¬ 
cuit breakers. These confine 
the outage to specific areas, 
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limiting the number of cus¬ 
tomers affected by the power 
interruption. 

For example, if a tree falls 
on a tap line, only that line 
would be without service. 
Other customers served from 
the main distribution line 
would still have service, al¬ 
though their lights may blink 
momentarily. 

If you have questions about 
how your electrical service is 
restored after a storm or other 
outage, please call your co-op. 
Remember: you are a mem¬ 
ber-owner! 



Standby generators: 
Warning! 

If you use a standby generator during power out¬ 
ages, remember improper generator hookup can cre¬ 
ate serious problems in safety and service. 

It is very important that your generator has the 
proper transfer switch. This switching device is used 
to transfer the electric service from the power line to 
the generator. If it is not used, feedback from the gen¬ 
erator voltage on power lines could endanger the lives 
of line crews working to restore your power. 

Please contact your cooperative for information on install¬ 
ing and using standby generators. 

Meet the first El EC Member 
of the new millennium at 

www.eiec.ora 

forward to serving you in 2000. God’s blessings, health and happiness to you and 
your family! 

SkyQuest 
330 W. Ottawa 

Paxton, IL 60957 
(800) 236-9263 

JANUARY 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING I6g 



Board meeting report 
The board of directors of Eastern Illini Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative held its regular monthly 
meeting on November 23 at the cooperative’s 
headquarters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the October 26, 1999, regular 
board meeting and executive session were 
approved. 

The October 31, 1999, statement of rev¬ 
enues and expenses including the following 
information was approved: Total Operating 
Revenues $1,808,319, Total Operating Ex¬ 
penses $441,737, Total Cost of Electric Ser¬ 
vice $2,090,099, Operating Margins 
($281,780), Total Margins ($240,467) and 
Year-To-Date Margins $447,452. 

During October, 73 members joined the co¬ 
operative and 70 terminated their member¬ 
ships. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut reported 
that the Executive Committee had met No¬ 
vember 2. 

The Board went into executive session. 
After reconvening in regular session, Direc¬ 

tor Anderson, chairman of the Land Use and 
Facilities Committee, indicated that the com¬ 
mittee had met November 10 to review the 
2000 capital budget. After discussion, the 
committee report and the 2000 capital bud¬ 
get were approved. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced 
that the Executive Committee will meet on 
December 7 and the Audit and Finance Com¬ 
mittee will meet December 10. 

The November 18 Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperative Board meeting was sum¬ 
marized by Chairman of the Board Chesnut. 
Financial, legislative, safety, engineering, 
regulatory and legal reports were given. 

A report of the November 17 Soyland Power 
Cooperative Board meeting was given by Di¬ 
rector Ludwig. President/CEO Champion also 
attended. Financial, power supply, market¬ 
ing, Y2K and legal reports were presented. 

In other action, the board authorized a 

meter reading position, joining Energy 
Co-Opportunity and appointing tellers to 
count Nominating Committee ballots on De¬ 
cember 20 at the cooperative’s headquarters. 

President/CEO Champion also provided the 
board with the following information: Novem¬ 
ber safety and training activities; Terry Riggins 
of Pantego, North Carolina, has been hired 
as a journeyman lineman; a report of the 
November I Nominating Committee meeting; 
an update on the 220 MHz project, Y2K ac¬ 
tivities; economic development initiatives; and 
the cooperative’s annual truck and equipment 
sale will be held at the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters on November 27. 

President/CEO Champion indicated that 
the Rural TV (C-band) accounts have been 
sold to Texas VI Satellite, Inc. of Austin, Texas. 
He also reported on the operations of Utili~soft 
and Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. 
Dave Lithgow, SkyQuest Manager, reported 
on SkyQuest activities. SkyQuest had 13,687 
subscribers on November 21. A report on the 
Internet business was provided by IlliCom Net 
Service Manager Kevin Osterbur. On October 
31, the dial-up Internet subscriber count was 
567. 

The Rural TV net income for October was 
($6,270.51) with year-to-date net income of 
($5,465.18); Utili~soft showed a net income 
for October of ($8,715.54) and year-to-date 
is ($87,236.06). SkyQuest has a net income 
before growth and acquisition costs for Octo¬ 
ber of $44,242.45 and year-to-date is 
$467,350.93, with the after growth acquisi¬ 
tion cost numbers being ($87,255.58) and 
($572,304.35) respectively. IlliCom Net Ser¬ 
vice reflected a net income for October of 
($3,231.97) and year-to-date is ($11,241.25). 

The Board of Directors will hold their next 
regular meeting on December 17. 

There being no further business to come 
before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the 
under-served rural community. 
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Mark your calendar! 
Eastern lllini Electric 

Cooperative 
Annual Meeting 

I 

Register for the drawing — 
Five $500 cash awards will be given away 

★ Pick up your EIEC stainless steel vegetable peeler 
★ Take advantages of health screening services 
★ Enjoy a lunch of chicken, beef, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, green 

beans, com, coleslaw, noodles and cobbler 
★ Elect four directors 
★ Be entertained by the Villa Grove High School Choms 
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sg? BENEFITS 
GROUP 

^ Now available 
Financial security is often a major objective in each of our lives. But how financial security 

is defined varies from family to family and from individual to individual. It even changes 
with life’s stages. 

For some people, it means having enough to send their children to the college of their 
choice. For others, it means being able to take vacations after they retire or visit the grand¬ 
children. Perhaps it means having a second home on the lake or an ocean shore, or some¬ 
thing as basic as not having to worry about paying the bills. 

There are many different definitions of financial security, and all of them are personal and 
important. But as different as the definitions may be, the people who achieve their dreams of 
financial security usually have two things in common: they know what they want and how 
they are going to get it. 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative is proud to introduce Benefits Group, a firm that is 
devoted to helping people and organizations identify their financial objectives, rank them in 
order of priority and establish a systematic means of ensuring that they are achieved. 

We are here for your personal and business needs. 

Personal Business 
• Individual and family 

health insurance 
• Children’s Education 
• Disability Income 
• Retirement Income 
• Survivor Income 
• Long Term Care 
• Estate Liquidity 

Group health insurance 
Analysis and funding of a wide 
range of employee benefits. 
Our objective is to help you provide 
a comprehensive benefit program at 
an affordable price. 

ANOTHER VALUE-ADDED SERVICE 
FROM YOUR COOPERATIVE 

Call an Benefits Group 
representative toll free at (888) 225-7929 
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Anena titu s 
Geothermal Field Day 

Thursday, Feb. 10th 

1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
JESSE Heating and Air Conditioning 

3702 W. Old Church Rd. 
Champaign 

Windsor Rd.. 

GO 

“ 1^ 
<E in ^ l 
33 
Q. : 

R
t. 

4
5

 

Old Church Rd. Church St. 
(Savoy) 

See a geothermal system at JESSE Heating and Air Conditioning, Champaign. The extraordinary 
ClimateMaster system heats, cools and provides domestic water heating. 

With a geothermal system, you can take advantage of EIEC’s 40 electric heat rate and save up to 60 
percent or more on your monthly heating bills. The safe, clean, convenient and environmentally 
friendly system provides total comfort with constant temperature and humidity control. In addition, 
there is no noisy, unsightly outdoor equipment. You can borrow up to $10,000 to install a geothermal 
system if you qualify for EIEC’s 6.5 % loan program. 

EIEC employees will be available to discuss the advantages of a geothermal system. JESSE and 
ClimateMaster representatives will also be on hand to assist with the field day and answer your 
questions. 

Attend the Feb. 10th field day and 
see the incredible geothermal system. 
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You can purchase custom- 

made Gates hydraulic hoses at 
EIEC for the agriculture and 
construction industry. Our 
highly skilled and experienced 
employees will custom-make 

your hydraulic hoses. 
We use Gates spiral wire hy¬ 

draulic hose and couplings. 
These Gates products have been 
tested in the world’s largest hy¬ 
draulic hose labs and proven to 

be the most durable for ex¬ 
tremely high-pressure applica¬ 
tions. 

For more information, please 
contact Luke or Brad at (800) 
824'5102, Ext. 122. 

Stay away from downed power lines 
Winter is here. And your electric co-op is ready for it. But no matter how 

well we prepare, we cannot avoid downed power lines. Hours of freez¬ 
ing rain can snap a power line without warning. Snowbound trees 
can fall, taking several lines down with them. 

If you spot a downed power line, please stay 
away from it. Call your cooperative immedi¬ 
ately at (800) 824-5102. We’ll repair it and 
restore your power as quickly as possible, 
snow or sunshine, day or night, so you can 
have all the necessities and comforts that elec¬ 
tricity provides. 
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Member survey winners 
We want to thank all our 

members for completing and re- 
turning the member survey 
form. Approximately 3,892 sur¬ 

veys were returned and the re¬ 
sults will help us better serve 
you and your family. 

All EIEC members who re¬ 

turned the survey by Aug. 30th 

were entered in a drawing for 
$100. 

THE 10 WINNERS ARE: 

Harold Dixon, Milford 
Sharon Wenger, Paxton 

Randall Ott, Dewey 
Raymond Henthom, Danville 

John Holohan, Kankakee 

Ruth Movem, Gilman 
Kim Miller, Onarga 

David Myers, Camargo 
Wayne Scott, Tuscola 
Dennis Lee, Melvin 

E very 18 seconds a home is broken 
into in America, with the average loss 
exceeding $1,200! 

Now you can protect your family and 
personal belongings for less than $1 a day! 

Alert Security Home Security Systems are wireless systems 
which provide home intrusion, environmental and health care moni¬ 
toring services, in addition to home automation life-style conve¬ 
niences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 
and more than just security! 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

877-572-5378 
Eastern mini Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 
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Recipe for electrical appliance safety 

Preparation Time: Five minutes. 

Ingredients: Cords, hair dryers, curling irons, plugs, radios, toasters, microwaves, 
fuses and circuit breakers. 

Directions: 

Serves: 

Source: 

Check all power cords and plugs for breaks or damaged insulation. 

Check plugs to be sure they are in good condition. 

Keep all appliances such as toasters, microwaves, hair dryers, curling 
irons and radios away from sinks and water. Electricity and water do 
not mix. 

If a circuit breaker keeps tripping or fuses keep blowing, first check 
to see if you have too many appliances on the circuit. Inspect cords 
and outlets. If the problem persists, have appliances inspected by 
qualified service personnel or have the wiring checked by a qualified 
electrician. 

Everyone. 

National Electrical Safety Foundation 
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Make your home more comfortable 
and energy efficient with El EC’s 

new EC Home Improvement™ Program 
Through EIEC’s EC Home Improvement™ program, you can borrow funds at competitive rates 

for various energy efficiency related home improvement projects by placing one quick phone call 
to a local EIEC sponsored contractor. Local contractors who are currently participating in the 
program are: 

Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. Paxton (877) 572-5378 

(Life, Safety, Home Security and Automation) 
Atteberry & Marshall Heating/Air Conditioning Sullivan (217) 752-6867 

Bauer Comfort Center Cissna Park (815) 457-2589 

Boyce Electric Cissna Park (815) 457-2700 

C & C Plumbing &. Heating Watseka (815) 432-2685 

Circle Service, Inc. Paxton (217) 379-2610 

Design Air Heating and AC Decatur (217) 429-1105 

Dick Miller Enterprises (Generators) Philo (217) 684-2377 

Duden and Silver Inc. Gifford (217) 568-7954 

Energy Concepts Paris (217) 465-4075 

H-W Systems, Inc. Fairbury (815) 692-4358 

Hoopeston Plumbing and Heating Hoopeston (217) 283-7736 

Houston Plumbing & Heating Paxton (217) 379-2329 

Hoveln Heating &. Cooling, Inc. Thomasboro (217) 643-2125 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning Champaign (217) 352-8511 

Kenny’s Heating and Appliance Gibson City (217) 784-4744 

Kupferschmid, Inc. Forrest (815) 657-8147 

Lane Systems, Inc. Sullivan (217) 728-8080 

LD Mechanical Contractors Charleston (217) 345-9633 

Modem Exteriors (Windows & Doors) Gifford (217) 568-7139 

Morse HVAC & Plumbing Sidney (217) 668-2631 

Nussbaum Plumbing & Heating Fairbury (815) 692-2042 

R & M Electric Watseka (815) 432-4062 

Rose Heating & Air Conditioning Urbana (217) 328-4557 

S.R. Mohler Mechanical Contractors Watseka (815) 432-6214 

Attractive features of EC Home Improvement loans include the following: 
• Quick approval (with a decision made on most applicants in as little as ten minutes) 
• No down payment or application fee 
• Loan amounts from $1,000 to $15,000 
• Flexible payment options - loans up to $5,000 can be repaid over 12 to 60 months (loans 
between $5,000 and $15,000 can be extended up to 120 months) 

• Fixed interest rates for the life of the loan 
• Prepayment allowed at any time with no penalty 

If you are interested in receiving more information on the EC Home Improvement'” program, 
please call the EIEC Marketing Department. 

E^IHOME IMPROVEMENT 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner ± 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The regular monthly meeting 
of the Eastern Illini Electric Co- 
operative Board of Directors was 
held on December 17 at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton. 

Minutes of the Nov. 23, 1999, 
regular board meeting and execu- 
tive session were approved. 

The Nov. 30, 1999, statement 
of revenues and expenses includ¬ 
ing the following information was 
approved: Total Operating Rev¬ 
enues $1,695,557, Total Operat¬ 
ing Expenses $361,630, Total Cost 
of Electric Service $1,818,928, 
Operating Margins ($123,371), 
Total Margins ($115,745) and 
Year-To-Date Margins $331,708. 

In November, 84 members 
joined the cooperative and 81 ter¬ 
minated their memberships. 

Director Byers indicated that 
the Annual Meeting Planning 
Committee had met prior to the 
board meeting to finalize plans for 
the Cooperative’s March 11, 2000, 
annual meeting which will be held 
at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High 
School in Paxton. Entertainment 
will be provided by the Villa 
Grove High School Chorus, five 
$500 cash awards will be given, a 
stainless steel vegetable peeler will 
be the attendance gift, and a ca¬ 
tered lunch of chicken, beef, ham, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, green 
beans, corn, coleslaw, noodles, 
cobbler, coffee, iced tea and lem¬ 
onade will be served. The board 
approved the committee’s report. 

A report of the December 10th 

Audit and Finance Committee 
was given by committee chairman 

Robert Bauer. The committee ex¬ 
amined the accounts of the coop¬ 
erative and reviewed expense 
statements, disbursements and 
supporting data in accordance 
with the cooperative’s bylaws. All 
records were found to be in or¬ 
der. The report was approved by 
the board. 

Chairman of the Board 
Chesnut reported that the Execu¬ 
tive Committee had met Dec. 7. 

The Board went into executive 
session. 

After reconvening in regular 
session, Chairman of the Board 
Chesnut reported on the Dec. 16th 

Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operative Board meeting. Finan¬ 
cial, legislative, safety, 
engineering, regulatory and legal 
reports were presented. 

A summary the Dec. 15th 

Soyland Power Cooperative 
Board meeting was given by Di¬ 
rector Ludwig. Director Toy and 
President/CEO Champion also 
attended. Financial, power supply, 
marketing, public relations, Y2K 
and legal reports were presented. 

In other action, the board au¬ 
thorized upgrading the 
cooperative’s center section in the 
Illinois Country Living magazine. 

Additionally, President/CEO 
Champion provided the board 
with the following information: 
Y2K activities, economic develop¬ 
ment initiatives, and the 
cooperative’s annual truck and 
equipment sale held on Nov. 27 
was successful with proceeds of 
$51,392.50. 

Manager of Marketing and 

Economic Development Bob 
Dickey reported that there had 
been good feedback from mem¬ 
bers who attended recent focus 
group meetings. He also indicated 
that the member satisfaction sur¬ 
veys being conducted indicate 
that the satisfaction level contin¬ 
ues to improve. 

Director Ludwig reported on 
the Dec. 16 safety meeting he at¬ 
tended. Moreover, President/ 
CEO Champion provided the 
board with a comprehensive De¬ 
cember job training and safety 
activities report. 

President/CEO Champion re¬ 
ported on the operations of 
Utili-soft and Alert Security & 
Energy Services, Inc. Dave 
Lithgow, SkyQuest Manager, re¬ 
ported on SkyQuest activities. 
SkyQuest had 13,987 subscribers 
on Dec. 14. A report on the 
Internet business was provided by 
IlliCom Net Service Manager 
Kevin Osterbur. The dial-up 
Internet subscriber count was 650 
on Dec. 15. 

The Rural TV net income for 
November was ($3,015.49) with 
year-to-date net income of 
($2,449.59); Utili—soft showed a 
net income for November of 
($353.50) and year-to-date is 
($86,882.56). SkyQuest has a net 
income before growth and acqui¬ 
sition costs for November of 
$53,916.19 and year-to-date is 
$521,267.12, with the after 
growth acquisition cost numbers 
being ($60,598.23) and 
($632,902.58) respectively. 
IlliCom Net Service reflected a 
net income for November of 
($3,982.40) and year-to-date is 
($15,223.65). 

There being no further busi¬ 
ness to come before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 
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IlilNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting 

Saturday, March 11, 2000 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 

Paxton, Illinois 

Notice is hereby given that the 13th Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative will be held on Saturday, March 11, 2000, at 1:00 p.m., C.S.T., at the Paxton- 
Buckly-Loda High School Gymnasium, 700 West Orleans, Paxton, Illinois. Registration will 
begin at 10:00 a.m. and will close at 1:00 p.m. The meeting will be called to order at 1:00 
p.m. and action will be taken on the following: 

1. The reports of officers, directors and President/CEO. 

2. The election of four directors (one each from Directorate Districts 5, 7, 9 and the 
Northern at Large District). In connection with the election of directors, the following 
candidates have been nominated: Robert Bauer, Cissna Park, for Directorate District 
5; Bradley J. Ludwig, Fithian, for Directorate District 7; Herbert L. Aden, Newman, for 
Directorate District 9; and Glenn R. Anderson, Kempton, for the Northern At Large 
District. 

3. To consider and transact all other business which may properly come before said 
meeting or any adjournment or adjournments thereof. 

Dated at Paxton, Illinois, this 23rd day of February 2000. 

Glenn R. Anderson 
Secretary 
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Executive 
report 

Marion Chesnut, 
Chairman of the Board 

Wm. David Champion, 
Jr. President/CEO 

mi 

[•! 

Executive report 

Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has represented our mem¬ 
bers’ interests from day one. Over 
the years, our employees’ hard 
work to wire rural areas brought 
with it all the promise and oppor¬ 
tunity that had benefited our ur¬ 
ban neighbors for a long time. 
Today, critics of electric coopera¬ 
tives will try to tell you our job is 
done — that we should pack our 
bags, fold our tents and slip into 
history. 

However, that is not what we 
are hearing from our members. 
This past year, we held four area 
deregulation member meetings, 
three member focus group ses¬ 
sions, participated in county fairs, 
surveyed the members and made 
numerous personal visits to 
homes and businesses to talk with 
members about the future and 
what we are doing to change with 
the times. 

We learned what the members 
like and don’t like about what we 
are doing to represent them. We 
also received great input on the 
types of services and products that 
members would like for the co¬ 
operative to provide in the future. 

You confirmed that you like the 
level of service that we provide, 
but it can always be improved. We 
all know that our rates are high 
and have been for years, and we 
are working to get you some re¬ 
lief from those rates. 

We expect that we will be able 
to show you results within the 
next year and then further rate 
relief within two years. We are de¬ 
veloping new products and ser¬ 
vices as you can see in the 
marketing portions of this report. 

These are all services that you 

have asked us to provide. We hope 
that you will find them to be qual¬ 
ity products that are competitively 
priced. We are leveraging your 
value as a group of members to 
create more value for you. These 
are exciting times and very busy 
times as we work to accomplish 
our mission. 

Co-ops are working together to 
prepare for a deregulated market¬ 
place. For example, more than 
570 of the electric cooperatives, 
including EIEC, have united un¬ 
der the Touchstone Energy brand 
to prepare for competition and to 
increase customer awareness. 

By working together across the 
country, this new alliance which 
collectively serves over 15 million 
customers will provide more 
power nationwide than almost 
any other electric utility. Electric¬ 
ity is electricity. It is the service, 
the human connection, that 
makes Touchstone Energy coop¬ 
eratives different. 

A national advertising and 
branding campaign has been 
launched to inform all consum¬ 
ers of qur commitment to our core 
values—accountability, integrity, 
innovation and long-standing 
commitment to community. 

Now that we have moved into 
the year 2000 and we have the 
Y2K concern behind us without 
incident, we are preparing your 
cooperative to meet the new chal¬ 
lenges and greet new opportuni¬ 
ties on your behalf. This is an 
organization that you can be 
proud to own. We encourage you 
to attend your 2000 annual meet¬ 
ing on March 11th. Come and learn 
more about the cooperative and 
exercise your ownership rights. 
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Villa Grove High School 
Concert Choir 

The Villa Grove High School 
Concert Choir, under the direction 
of Janet McCumber, is composed 
of 34 students in grades 9'12. Villa 
Grove High School is a small Class 
C school with approximately 250 
students. Within the choir there 
are two auditioned ensembles: Trio 
Squared, which consists of 9 girls, 
and The Chords, a six-member 
male ensemble. 

Many of the students within the 
choir are accomplished musicians 
who have been selected to honor 
choirs, bands, and orchestras across 
the state of Illinois, as well as the 
Illinois Music Educators’ Associa¬ 
tion District V and All-State choir, 
honor choir, band and orchestra. In 
the summer of 2000, several of the 

students will be traveling to Europe 
with the Illinois Ambassadors of 
Music. Two members of the choir 
were participants in the 1998 Illi¬ 
nois Ambassadors of Music tour. 
Several students have competed in 
the Illinois Music Teachers’ Asso¬ 
ciation and National Music Teach¬ 
ers’ Association High School Voice 
Competitions and have sung in the 
Champaign-Urbana Music Teach¬ 
ers’ Association Honor Recitals at 
the University of Illinois. 

In 1999, the Concert Choir and 
Treble Choir received Division I 
ratings in the IHS A Organizational 
Contest, and Villa Grove’s Music 
Department placed third in the 
state of Illinois in Class C in the 
IHSA Music Sweepstakes. 

Attendance gift 

This year’s attendance gift is a stainless steel vegetable peeler 

Eligibility for 
$500 CASH 

o 

AWARDS: To be 
eligible for cash 

awards, you must 
be registered for 

this year’s annual 
meeting by 1:00 

p.m. You must be 
present to win. 

Lunch 
Chicken, beef, 

ham, mashed po¬ 
tatoes and gravy, 

green beans, corn, 
coleslaw, noodles 
and cobbler will 
be served from 

11:00 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m. 

 y 
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Free blood 
pressure 
checks 

$10.00 
cholesterol 
checks 

$15.00 
cholesterol 
and 
diabetes 
checks 

The Ford-Iroquois 
Health Department 
will be available to 
check your blood pres- 
sure free of charge. 

They will also do 
cholesterol checks for 
$10.00 and both cho- 
lesterol and diabetes 
checks for $15.00. If 
you plan to take ad' 
vantage of the diabe¬ 
tes screening, please 
do it before you eat 
lunch. 

Candidates for board of 
directors 
Robert W. Bauer, Cissna Park 
Directorate District 5 

Robert W Bauer was elected to the East¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative board of direc¬ 
tors in 1983 and has been a director of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative since consolidation. 
In 1995, Bauer received the Professional Direc¬ 
tors Certification from the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association (NRECA). He also 
received the NRECA Credentialed Certification 
in 1999. 

Bauer and his wife, the former Sandra 
Hofer of Cissna Park, were born and raised in 

the Cissna Park area. Bauer began his grain farming operation in 1959. 
Sandra formerly owned the Cissna Park Flower Shop and is still em¬ 
ployed there. 

The Bauers have four children: Deborah Orsinger of Roanoke, Vir¬ 
ginia, is a homemaker; Doug of Cissna Park is employed at the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois; Eric is at home; and Dan lives in Cissna Park and farms 
with his father. Bob and Sandra also have eight grandchildren. 

Bauer is a member of the Christian Bible Church at Cissna Park. Cur¬ 
rently, he is serving as a member of the church board and has also served 
as secretary. In addition, he has served on the board of the Cissna Park 
Cooperative Grain Company and is a member of the Ford-Iroquois Farm 
Bureau. 

Bradley J. Ludwig, Fithian 
Directorate District 7 

Bradley J. Ludwig was elected as a direc¬ 
tor of Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative in 
March 1985. He has served on the Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative board since consolidation 
and currently serves as Vice Chairman of the 
Board. Additionally, he represents EIEC on the 
Soyland Power Cooperative board. He com¬ 
pleted the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association Professional Directors Training 
Courses and was certified in 1990 and received 
the NRECA Credentialed Certification in 1998. 

Ludwig and his wife Sally (Walder) reside near Collison in Vermilion 
County. He graduated from Armstrong High School and attended 
Danville Jr. College for two years and the University of Illinois for one 
year. The Ludwigs operate a grain farm in Pilot Township. In addition, 
he is employed by Heartland Insurance Agency in Danville as a sales 
agent. 

The Ludwigs have four daughters: Holly, Kelly, Courtney and Casey. 
Ludwig is a member of the Muncie Baptist Church where he has served 

as a trustee. He has served as an Illinois Farmers Union state delegate, 
ASCS committeeman in Vermilion County and has also served as a board 
member on the Armstrong-Ellis Grade School board. 
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Herbert L. Aden, Newman 
Directorate District 9 

Herbert L. Aden is the treasurer of East- 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative. In 1979, he be- 
came a director of Illini Electric Cooperative and 
since consolidation has been a director of East' 
ern Illini. He has also held the positions of sec¬ 
retary, vice president, and has been a delegate 
for the AIEC meeting. In 1991, he received the 
Professional Directors Certification from the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 
Additionally, he received the NRECA Creden- 
tialed Certification in 1999. 

Aden has been a cash grain farmer near Newman since 1979. Born 
and raised in the St. Joseph-Royal area, he graduated from Ogden Com¬ 
munity High School and received a BS in Agriculture from the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois. 

Aden’s wife, the former Nancy Schweineke, grew up in the Newman 
area. She teaches business education at Villa Grove Community High 
School. The Adens have four daughters: Mindy, a graduate of the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois, Urbana, and a CPA, is employed as an accountant at 
Deere & Co., Davenport, Iowa; Tiffany, a graduate of Concordia Uni¬ 
versity, River Forest, and a registered nurse, is employed at Carle Foun¬ 
dation Hospital, Urbana; Casey is a senior English major in secondary 
education at Millikin University, Decatur; and Lindy is a junior at Cen¬ 
tennial High School, Champaign. 

A member of the Immanuel Lutheran Church at Broadlands, he has 
served as vice president of the congregation, served on the Board of Chris¬ 
tian Education, and is chairman of the Board of Stewardship. 

Glenn R. Anderson, Kempton 
Northern At Large District 

Glenn R. Anderson is secretary of East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative. In 1984, he was 
elected to the Eastern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive board and has served on the Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative board since consolidation. 
While a member of the EIPC board, he served 
as treasurer. Anderson received the Professional 
Directors Certification from the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association in 1989 and the 
NRECA Credentialed Certification in 1999. 

After 40 years of farming in the Kempton 
area, Anderson retired in 1994. His wife Esther retired as guidance sec¬ 
retary from the Kankakee Area Career Center. The Andersons have four 
children: Ellen Dyke of Ogden, Lisa Martin of Bourbonnais, Eric of 
Mendota, and Keith of Edwardsville. Glenn and Esther also have eight 
grandchildren. 

Anderson formerly served as treasurer of Tri-Point School District 
and president of Prairie View Lutheran Foundation. He is a past director 
of Tri-Point School District and Prairie View Nursing Home and former 
supervisor of Mona Township. Anderson is a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church of Cullom and a member of the Ford-Iroquois Farm 
Bureau. 

Unbelievable 
Entertainment 

Unbeatable 
Value 

Take advantage of 
the only satellite ser¬ 
vice with more than 
200 channels of 
hard-hitting action 
and programs that 
are out of this world. 
See for yourself 
what all of the ex¬ 
citement is about 
and why DIRECTV 
is America’s #1 sat¬ 
ellite TV service. 

Call SkyQuest 
at 

(800) 

236-9263 

SkyQuest 
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The Paxton Police 
Department will be 
available to take 
inkless finger prints 
and photos of your 
children and establish 
their ID records. 

Child care 
Bring your chil¬ 

dren. Child care will 
be provided from 
12:45 p.m. until the 
end of the business 
meeting for all chil¬ 
dren ages two and 
older. 

Anne Newman, 
Paxton Carnegie Li¬ 
brarian, will entertain 
the children. 

I6f ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Nominating uomminee selects 
candidates 

(L to R back row) David Schmidt of Ivesdale, Duane Schluter of Penfield, 
Richard L. Davis of Longview, John Wilkening of Cissna Park, Wayne F. 
Apperson of Foosland, Michael Caise of Beaverville. (Lto R front row) Shirley 
Schoolman of Gilman, Terry Bose of Anchor, James Weston of Rossville, 
and Carl Bialeschki of Tolono. 

The Nominating Committee 
met at the office of Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative in Paxton 
November 1, 1999. 

The committee nominated can¬ 
didates for four EIEC director¬ 
ships: Robert Bauer, Cissna Park, 
Directorate District 5; Bradley J. 
Ludwig, Fithian, Directorate Dis- 

Sample Ballot 
Election of Directors 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
March 11, 2000 — Paxton, Illinois 

For Director from (VOTE FOR ONE) 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 5 □ Robert Bauer, Cissna Park 

(3-Year Term) □ 

For Director from (VOTE FOR ONE) 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 7 □ Bradley J. Ludwig, Fithian 

(3-Year Term) □ 

For Director from (VOTE FOR ONE) 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 9 □ Herbert L. Aden, Newman 

(3-Year Term) □ 

For Director from (VOTE FOR ONE) 
NORTHERN AT LARGE DISTRICT □ Glenn R. Anderson, Kempton 

(3-Year Term) □ 

■ MARCH 2000 

trict 7; Herbert L. Aden, Newman, 
Directorate District 9; and Glenn 
R. Anderson, Kempton Northern 
At Large District. 

The committee also nominated 
two candidates in Directorate Dis¬ 
tricts 2, 3 and 6 for the Nominat¬ 
ing Committee election. 



Nominating Committee 
election results 

Tellers from Directorate Districts 
2, 3, and 6 counted Nominating 
Committee ballots at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton on December 20,1999. The 
ballots were mailed to members in 
those districts on December 3,1999. 
French L. Fraker, attorney for the 
cooperative, supervised the ballot 
counting and tallying. 

Tom Klintworth of Saybrook, 

District 2 
Member, Terry Bose, Anchor 

Alternate, Greg Kerber, Anchor 

Larry Winterland of Colfax, David 
Free of Gilman, David Schroeder of 
Gilman, Dewain Moore of 
Rossville, and Mike Potter of 
Potomac served as tellers. 

A total of 3,757 ballots were 
mailed to members and 1,104 were 
returned, or 27%. 

Elected to serve three-year terms 
on the Nominating Committee 
were: 

District 3 
Member, Lavon Blasey, Clifton 

Alternate, J. Orin Taylor, Cullom 

District 6 
Member, James Weston, Rossville 

Alternate, John W Clark, Rossville 

Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Marion Chesnut 
(Chairman) 

Rossville 

Donald Reitz 
(Assistant 
Secretary) 

Gilman 

Bradley J. Ludwig 
(Vice Chairman) 

Fithian 

Robert W. Bauer 
Cissna Park 

Glenn R. 
Anderson 
( Secretary) 
Kempton 

Laverl Byers 
Tuscola 

Larry Knox 
Dewey 

Harold M. Loy 
Beaverville 

William E Raber 
Saybrook 

Herbert L. Aden 
(Treasurer) 
Newman 

Charles D. Day, Jr. 
Bement 

French L. Fraker 
(Attorney) 
Champaign 

Benefits 
Group 

Available for your 
personal and 

business needs 

Personal 
* Individual and 

Family Health 
Insurance 

* Children’s 
Education 

* Disability Income 
' Retirement Income 
* Survivor Income 
* Long Term Care 
* Estate Liquidity 

Business 
* Group Health 

Insurance 
* Analysis and 

funding of a wide 
range of employee 
benefits. 

* Our objective is to 
help you provide a 
comprehensive 
benefit program at 
an affordable price. 

Another value- 
added service from 
your cooperative 

Call an 
^Benefits Group 

representative 
toll free at 

(888) 225-7929 

rt 
mmi * 

o 
3 
to 
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Eastern mini Electric Cooperative 
Minutes of Twelfth Annual Meeting of Members - March 13,1999 

The Twelfth Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern Illini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative was held in the gymnasium of the Paxton-Buckley- 
Loda High School, 700 West Orleans Street, Paxton, Illinois on 
Saturday, March 13, 1999 at 1:00 p.m. The meeting was called to 
order by Chairman of the Board Marion Chesnut who presided and 
acted as Chairman. Glenn R. Anderson, Secretary of the Coopera¬ 
tive, acted as Secretary of the meeting and kept the minutes thereof. 

The Chairman announced that the Credentials Committee, con¬ 
sisting of the registration staff, had informed him that there were 
391 members present in person and none by proxy. Therefore, the 
attendance in person and by proxy being in excess of 200 members, 
as required by the Bylaws, the Chairman announced that a quorum 
was in attendance and he declared the meeting duly constituted to 
transact business. 

Presentation of Colors 
The presentation of colors was conducted by Pack 32 of the Boy 

Scouts of America, followed by the recitation by the membership of 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Following this, the members were led in 
the singing of the National Anthem by Director Larry Knox. 

Introduction of Directors and Wives and Special Guests 
Chairman of the Board Chesnut introduced members of the Board 

of Directors and their wives and President/CEO Wm. David Cham¬ 
pion, Jr. and French L. Fraker, the Cooperative’s attorney. Thereaf¬ 
ter, Vice-Chairman of the Board Bradley J. Ludwig introduced special 
guests attending the meeting. 

Essay Contest Winner Video 
The membership viewed a video of Nate Matthews, winner of 

the 1998 Essay Contest. Matthews recounted his participation in the 
contest and the writing of the winning essay. Matthews, who is a 
Senior at University High School, Urbana, told of his winning trips 
to Springfield, Illinois, to visit the Illinois State Legislature and the 
first prize award of a trip to Washington, D. C. He recounted vari¬ 
ous activities occurring on that trip, including meetings with Illinois 
Legislators and visits to important historic sites in Washington. He 
also expressed his appreciation to the Cooperative and its members 
for awarding these prizes and making these trips possible for him. In 
closing, he urged other students to participate in the essay contest in 
future years. 

Invocation 
The invocation was delivered by Director William B Raber. 

Notice of Meeting 
Secretary Glenn R. Anderson read the official notice of the meet¬ 

ing and the proof of mailing thereof. The Chairman directed the 
Secretary to annex to the minutes of this meeting a copy of said 
notice together with the affidavit of mailing thereof. 

Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the Eleventh Annual Meeting of Members held 

March 14, 1998, as printed in the official notice of this annual meet¬ 
ing, were presented for consideration. Member A. T Wulff made a 
motion that the rules be suspended, that the reading of the minutes 
of the 1998 annual meeting of members be waived and that said 
minutes be approved as printed in the official annual meeting notice 
and brochure, copies of which had been mailed to all members of the 
Cooperative. His motion was seconded by Member Marvin Miller 
and was unanimously carried. 

Report of Treasurer 
Herbert L. Aden, Treasurer of the Cooperative, presented the 

annual financial reports for the calendar year 1998. These reports 
furnished information concerning the operation of the Cooperative 
for the past year. According to the operating statements, the Coop¬ 
erative received receipts totaling $20,528,833 in 1998. Its total cost 
of electric service was $19,454,436 leaving operating margins for the 
year of $1,074,397. Director Aden advised that in view of these op¬ 
erating margins the Board was hoping to commence capital credit 
payments although the increase in wholesale power costs may delay 
this. He predicted lower margins in 1999 but stated that SkyQuest 
should be operating in the black this year. 

The Treasurer also discussed the Cooperative’s balance sheet as 
of December 31, 1998. Total assets owned by the Cooperative on 
that date amounted to $46,974,736. Its liabilities on that date 
amounted to $31,550,606 leaving a net worth of $15,424,130. 

At the completion of the Treasurer’s report, Member A. T. Wulff 
moved that the Treasurer’s report, including the operating statements 
and the balance sheet, for the year 1998 be approved as presented. 
His motion was seconded by Member Douglas Anderson and was 
unanimously carried. 

Drawing for Satellite TV Sets 
Drawings were conducted to award two satellite television sets. 

The winners were Members Charles and Bonnie Muench of Onarga 
and Members Joseph and Rachel Wenta of St. Joseph. 

Entertainment — “A Natural High” 
Assistant Secretary Donald Reitz introduced a musical group 

known as “A Natural High.” This vocal ensemble has been perform¬ 
ing for 16 years with outstanding success. They presented a program 
of old fashion songs and gospel music including audience participa¬ 
tion numbers. The quality of their presentation was exceptional and 
was enthusiastically received by an appreciative audience. 

Report of Chairman of the Board and President/CEO 
Chairman of the Board Marion Chesnut and President/CEO Wm. 

David Champion, Jr. presented their annual report on the 
Cooperative’s activities during 1998. Using a video tape presenta¬ 
tion, they reviewed the important aspects of the Cooperative’s op¬ 
erations during the past year. Among other things, they advised that 
the Cooperative is making a diligent effort to be certain that it avoids 
any operational difficulties resulting from computer malfunctions in 
the year 2000. A group of employees have been working to make 
certain that we are Y2K compliant by January 1, 2000, so that there 
will be no interruption or malfunction of our computer system on 
that date. 

Chairman Chesnut discussed the surveys offered by the Coop¬ 
erative to determine other services which might be useful to our 
membership. He also reviewed the new subsidiary companies, which 
the Cooperative is operating, including SkyQuest, IlliCom Net Ser¬ 
vice, Alert Security, etc. 

President/CEO Champion provided an explanation of the effects 
of the deregulation of the utility industry on this Cooperative. He 
advised that the Cooperative’s subsidiary operations have been de¬ 
veloped to produce more income for the Cooperative and thereby 
lower the cost of electricity to its members. He emphasized that the 
bottom line in this deregulated utility environment is that the Coop¬ 
erative must be competitive. The Board of Directors is making every 
effort to make certain that it is. 

Report of Nominating Committee 
Member John Wilkening, Chairman of the Nominating Commit¬ 

tee, presented the report of that Committee advising that the fol¬ 
lowing candidates had been nominated from the following districts 
for the position of Director of the Cooperative: 

Gene P Warmbir District 2 
Donald Reitz District 3 
Marion Chesnut District 6 
Laverl Byers Southern District at Large 
The Membership was also advised that members of the Nomi¬ 

nating Committee had been elected by ballot, as provided in the 
Bylaws, with the following results: 
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1 Wayne F. Apperson Justin Kneeland 
4 Michael Caise David Munson 
8 David Schmidt Monda Reeder 

Election of Directors 
At the request of the Chairman, the election of Directors was 

conducted by French L. Fraker, attorney for the Cooperative. Fie pre¬ 
sented the names of the candidates as nominated by the Nominating 
Committee. Fie also advised that only one candidate had been nomi¬ 
nated for Director from each Directorate-District so that there was 
no contest for any Directorship up for election. He further advised 
that the Bylaws of the Cooperative provide that, in such event, the 
election of Directors may be by voice vote if a majority of those 
members present in person or by proxy shall so determine. Thereaf¬ 
ter, on motion duly made by Member A. T. Wulff, seconded and 
unanimously carried, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS no more than one candidate has been nominated for 
each Director to be elected at this meeting so that there is no contest 
for any Directorship up for election, and 

WHEREAS the Bylaws of this Cooperative provide that, in such 
event, the election of Directors may be by voice vote if a majority of 
the members present in person or proxy at this meeting shall so de¬ 
termine; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the election of 
Directors by written ballot be waived and that said election shall be 
by voice vote; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all of those Directors nomi¬ 
nated by the Nominating Committee, to wit: 

District 2 William E Raber 
District 3 Donald Reitz 
District 6 Marion Chesnut 
Southern District at Large Laverl Byers 

shall be and the same are hereby declared to be duly elected to the 
Board of Directors of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative to hold of¬ 
fice for a term of three years until the Annual Meeting of Members 
in the year 2002 or until their successors shall have been elected and 
qualified. 

Following the adoption of this resolution, the Chairman declared 
that the following named members had been duly elected as Direc¬ 
tors from their respective Directorate-Districts, to hold office for a 
term of three years until the Annual Meeting of Members in the 
year 2002 or until their successors shall have been elected and quali¬ 
fied: 

District 2 William E Raber 
District 3 Donald Reitz 
District 6 Marion Chesnut 
Southern District at Large Laverl Byers 

Amendment to Articles of Incorporation 
A proposed amendment to the Cooperative’s Articles of Incor¬ 

poration was presented for consideration by Mr. Fraker. He advised 
that the proposed Amendment had been approved by the Board of 
Directors and that it recommended its approval by the membership. 
He explained that the objective of the Amendment was to broaden 
the purposes for which the Cooperative is organized and operates. 
The Amendment would permit the Cooperative, as a non-profit cor¬ 
poration, to provide not only electricity to its members but also to 
provide other goods, services and facilities primarily for the benefit 
of the members of the Cooperative. After due consideration of the 
proposed Amendment, on motion duly made by member John 
Hanson, seconded by Member Arnold Loeschen and unanimously 
carried, the following resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED that the Articles of Consolidation of Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative shall be amended by deleting in their entirety 
the existing purposes of said corporation as recited in its Articles of 
Consolidation and substituting in their stead the following: 

The purposes for which said corporation is organized are: 
(a) Electrification on a cooperative basis; 
(b) The administration and operation of an organization on a coop¬ 
erative basis producing or furnishing goods, services, or facilities pri¬ 
marily for the benefit of its members who are consumers of those 
goods, services or facilities; and 
(c) To have and exercise all powers necessary or convenient to effect 
any or all of the purposes for which the corporation is formed. 

Approval of Bylaw Amendments 
Mr. Fraker then presented for consideration by the 

membership several proposed Bylaw Amendments, which had 
been considered and approved by the Board of Directors and 
recommended by it for membership approval. There were three 
amendments to be considered and the purpose to be accomplished 
by each of these amendments was explained by Mr. Fraker. The 
proposed amendment to Article XIII — Non-Erofit operation, 
would result in a change in the allocation of non-operating income 
to the Capital Credit accounts of members. Mr. Fraker explained 
that this income which is presently allocated to members for 
Capital Credit purposes, would, if this amendment is adopted, be 
allocated instead to “permanent equity of the Cooperative.” This 
proposal was challenged by a member from the floor who 
questioned the removal of non-operating margins from Capital 
Credit accounts. After a discussion of this issue, on motion duly 
made by Member John Wilkening, seconded by Member A. T. 
Wulff and carried with several dissenting votes, the following 
resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the members of Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative in an annual meeting assembled that the following 
amendments to the Bylaws of this Cooperative are hereby 
approved and adopted effective as of this 13th day of March 1999. 

Amend Article I — Requirements for Membership, Section 
1.1, Subparagraph (a), by deleting the words: “a written” and 
inserting, in their place, the word “an” so that subparagraph (a) 
shall read: (a) Submitted an application for membership in the 
Cooperative. 

Amend Article III, Section 3.12: Accounting System and 
Reports, by deleting from the first sentence thereof the words: 
“such accounting system as may from time to time be designated 
by the Administrator of the Rural Electrification Administration of 
the United States of America” and substituting in their stead the 
following words: “generally accepted accounting principles as 
prescribed by the American Institute of Certified Eublic 
Accountants.” 

Amend Article XIII — Non-Erofit Operation, Section 13.2 by 
deleting from the last sentence of the third paragraph of said 
section the words: “shall be allocated to the patrons on a 
patronage basis, and any amount so allocated shall be included as a 
part of the capital credited to the accounts of patrons, as herein 
provided” and substituting in their stead the following words: 
“become permanent equity of the Cooperative.” 

Question and Answer Period 
Chairman Chesnut and Vice-Chairman Ludwig, together with 

Fresident/CEO Champion, responded to questions from the floor 
and written questions which had been submitted by members. Most 
of these questions concerned the payment of capital credits. Several 
also asked about the Y2K situation and others raised questions con¬ 
cerning the effect of deregulation on the Cooperative’s operations. 

Other Business 
The Chairman called for any old business to come before the 

meeting but none was presented. He then asked for any new busi¬ 
ness to be presented but none was brought before the meeting. There¬ 
fore, there being no further business to come before the meeting, on 
motion duly made by Member A. T. Wulff, seconded by Director 
Herbert L. Aden and unanimously carried, the meeting was ad¬ 
journed. 

Drawing for Prizes 
A drawing for prizes was conducted immediately following the 

adjournment of the meeting. 

 Secretary 
AEEROVED: 

Chairman 
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Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative Employees 

LEFT PHOTO: (L to R) Angie Mowrer, Accountant; Brandon 
Jackson, Manager of Customer & Financial Services; Beth 
Hornstein, Accountant; Cheryl Henson, Accountant; Stacy 
Connor, Benefits Administrator; Brian Stagen, Accounting Su¬ 
pervisor. 

RIGHT PHOTO:(L to R) Tina Fleming, Accounting Clerk; Duane 
Cox, Technical Services Coordinator; Kevin Osterbur, IlliCom Net 
Service Manager; Julie White, IlliCom Net Service Internet 
Coordinator. 

BOTTOM PHOTO: (L to R standing) Mary Ann Buhrmaster, 
Manpower Employee; Susan Brown, Customer Services 
Representative; Gayle Ford, Customer Services Representative; 
Mary Foley, Customer Services Supervisor; Debbie Behrens, 
Customer Services Representative. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO. 

(Standing) Glenda Frette, Administrative Assistant; 
(Seated) Jeannie Kingston, Manager of Administrative Services. 
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(L to R standing) Alan Schweighart, Manager of Operations & 
Engineering; Mike Anderson, Electric System Coordinator; 
(seated) Jan Reiter, Electric System Representative. 

(L to R standing) Rusty Snider, Electric System Engineering 
Technician/Serviceman; Bill Hoffschneider, Engineering 
Technician/Serviceman; (seated) Jerry Haile, Engineering 
Technician/Serviceman. 

(L to R standing) Pat Gallahue, Marketing Advisor; Chris Johnson, 
Marketing Representative; Mike Wilson, Marketing Coordinator; 
Bob Dickey, Manager of Marketing & Economic Development; 
Wayne Tobeck, Marketing Representative; (L to R seated) Gary 
Van Gorden, Key Accounts Representative; John Jeffers, 
Marketing Representative; Tim Frick, Marketing Representative. 

(L to R) Mike Bristle, Meter Reader; Don Gerdes, Forestry and 
Right-of-Way Specialist. 
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(L to R standing) Brad Weisenbarn, Service Technician; Luke 
Olmstead, Service Technician; Dennis Kingren, Warehouseman; 
(Seated) Mike Zalaker, Manager of Physical Resources. 

(L to R) Mark Scheiwe, Paxton Serviceman; John Mount, Cropsey 
Serviceman; Tim Kulow, Paxton Serviceman. 



Paxton Line Crew: 
(L to R) Scott Bayles, Foreman; Terry Riggins, Journeyman 
Lineman; Jeff Blackford, Journeyman Lineman. 

Pesotum Employees: 
(L to R standing) Joe Heyen, Line Foreman; Rod Blackburn, 
Subforeman; Matt Eisenmenger, Journeyman Lineman; Doug 
Elrod, Serviceman. 

Sean Miller, Apprentice Lineman, Pestoum Line Crew. 

Paxton Line Crew: 
(L to R) Keith Bergman, Subforeman; Steve Moore, Foreman; 
Mike Batte, Apprentice Lineman. 

Gilman employees: 
(L to R) Dan Fleming, Journeyman Lineman; Doug Vaughn, 
Foreman; Ken Mutchmore, Apprentice Lineman; Cliff Miller, 
Gilman Serviceman; Lyle Kofoot, Watseka Serviceman. 

Utili~soft employees: 
(Standing) Norman “Mac” McDonald, Field Technician; 
(seated) Chris Reynolds, Programmer. 
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SkyQuest Employees: 
(Lto R standing) Arnold ‘Junior” Price, Technician; Toby Brown, 
Technician; (seated) Bob Piechaczek, Supervisor of Field 
Operations. 

Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. 
Eastern lllini Branch Office: 
(L to R) Doug Keen, Service Manager; Don Reutter, Security 
Consultant. 
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State of 
the Art 
Security 

SkyQuest employees: 
(L to R) David Lithgow, SkyQuest Manager; Jeannine Howe, 
Supervisor of Office Operations; Jennifer Pitman, Customer 
Services Representative; JoHanna Dippel, ICE Student; Judy 
Plackett, Customer Services Representative; Tami Kuester, 
Customer Services Representative; Brian Ronna, Customer 
Services Representative; Tricia Schroeder, Customer Services 
Representative. 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

1-877/572-5378 
Eastern lllini Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

Alert Security wireless security systems 
provide home intrusion, environmental and 
health care monitoring services, in addition to 
home automation life-style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 
and more than just security! 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Wireless 
rity Systems: 

Are Easy to Install & 
Operate 
Require Little Wiring 
or Drilling 
Offer Maximum 
Flexibility in Location 
of Sensors 
Utilize “Individual 
Sensor Programming,” 
“Special Radio Tech¬ 
nology and Receiv¬ 
ers,” & Long Life 
Batteries for Enhanced Reliability 
Operate in a Variety of Residential & 
Business Applications 
Are Self-Supervised to Assure Proper 
Operation 
Are State of the Art Security 



Treasurer’s 
report 

Where your electric 
dollar went in 1999 

Operating interest 
Expenses 7.5% 

22.1% / 

Taxes 
.2% 

Depreciation 
8.2% 

□ Interest 

El Cost of power 

El Operating Expenses 

I I Depreciation 

□ Taxes 

Cost of power 
62.0% 

Treasurer’s report 
The enclosed financial information represents the cooperative’s op- 

eration for the full calendar year 1999. These reports were taken directly 
from the cooperative’s books and records which are currently being am 
dited by the auditing firm of Kerber, Eck & Braeckel, ELI? Springfield, 
Illinois. The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants sets the 
standards and scope of the audit. 

Interesting information about your cooperative: 

1999 1998 

Total value of electric plant  $58,365,286 $56,717,785 
Total miles of distribution line  4,507 4,507 
Average plant investment per mile  $ 12,950 $ 12,584 
Average number of members served  13,131 13,123 
Members per mile of line  2.92 2.92 

Plant investment per member served  $ 4,445 $ 4,322 
Maximum monthly kw demand  45,997 42,813 

Average monthly kwh   1,181 1,189 
Average monthly electric bill per member .. $ 130 $ 130 
Average monthly revenue per mile of line . $ 379 $ 380 
Average ownership equity per member  $ 1,037 $ 1,175 
General capital credit retirement  $ 624,127 
Total taxes paid  $ 1,014,129 $ 970,022 

Number of co-op owned vehicles  47 47 
Miles traveled by co-op vehicles  708,992 685,874 
Total transportation costs  
Average cost per mile traveled by 

$ 393,946 $ 355,595 

co-op vehicles  $ 0.5556 $ 0.5185 

Balance sheet 
December 31 

Assets 1999 1998 

Utility plant 
Cost of electric plant  
Less: accumlated depreciation  
Net utility plant  

  $ 58,365,286 
  17,464,855 
  $ 40,900,431 

$ 56,717,785 
16,243,546 

$40,474,239 

Current & other assets 
Cash-general  
Investments  
Temporary cash investments  
Accounts receivable, net  
Materials and supplies  
Prepaid and other current assets  
Other assets  
Total assets  

  $ 17,622 
717,901 

1,794,040 
672,483 
226,577 
930,700 

  $45,259,754 

$ 186,452 
738,284 

1,947,622 
1,851,520 
604,824 
178,995 
992,800 

$46,974,736 
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Members’ equity and liabilities 
Membership fees & other capital  
Patronage capital  

Long-term debt to CFC  

Current & other liabilities 
Accounts payable  
Accrued expenses  
Notes payable - line of credit  
Consumers’ deposits & prepayments . 
Other non-current liabilities  

Total members’ equity and 
liabilities  

For the years ended December 31 

Operating revenue 
Sale of electricity  
Other electric revenue  
Total operating revenue  

Operating expenses 
Cost of power  
Operations and maintenance expenses  
Consumer accounts expense  
Customer service and information expense  
General office salaries and expenses  
Legal engineering and auditing services  
Insurance expenses  
Administrative and general expense  
Depreciation & amortization expense  
Taxes  
Interest expense  
Total operating expense  
Net operating margins (loss)  
Non-operating margins (loss)  
Net margins (loss) for the year  

Cost components vs members' cost 

£ 

oS 
C/9 

0.12000 

0.10000 

0.08000 

^ 0.06000 

0.04000 

Year- 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 

MARCH 2000 

$(4,090,763) $(3,338,846) 

17,708,652 18,762,976 

$ 26,674,364 $ 27,161,100 

$ 1,346,851 $ 1,221,656 
724,728 559,175 
570,248 - 

160,349 144,923 
2,165,325 2,463,752 

$ 45,259,754 $ 46.974.736 

expense 
1999 1998 

$ 20,315,164 $20,351,796 
167,696 177,037 

$20,482,860 $20,528,833 

$ 13,033,157 $ 12,014,738 
2,150,473 1,690,929 

504,723 418,097 
551,480 384,909 
686,897 658,251 
113,608 78,905 
70,225 135,199 
581,517 905,241 

1,716,279 1,669,515 
44,428 35,442 

1,576,914 1,463,210 
$ 21.029.701 $19.454.436 

(546,841) 1,074,397 
(516,410) (28.505) 

$(1,063,251) $ 1.045.892 

0 - Power Cost 

☆ - Fixed Cost 

□ - Dist Cost 

O - Members’ Cost 

1998 1999 
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1998 1997 
Operating statistics 
Cost of purchased power  
Total kwh purchased  
Total kwh sold  
Average number consumers served  
Average kwh usage per month per consumer  
Average cost per kwh to consumers  

1999 
13,033,157 

204,511,200 
186,109,399 

13,130 
1,181 

0.11006 

12,014,738 
204,293,902 
187,232,419 

13,123 
1,189 

0.10964 

11,384,517 
204,873,864 

188,001,801 
13,028 

1,203 
0.10865 

BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Board of Directors held its regular 
monthly meeting on January 25 at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the December 17, 1999, 
regular board meeting and executive ses¬ 
sion were approved. 

The December 31, 1999, statement 
of revenues and expenses including the 
following information was approved: To¬ 
tal Operating Revenues $1,548,023, 
Total Operating Expenses $610,577, 
Total Cost of Electric Service 
$2,160,765, Operating Margins 
($612,742), Total Margins ($595,355) 
and Year-To-Date Margins ($263,648). 

During December, 84 members 
joined the cooperative and 65 termi¬ 
nated their memberships. 

A report of the January 23 Policy, 
Regulation/Member and Public Rela¬ 
tions Committee meeting was given by 
Director Loy, chairman of the commit¬ 
tee. He indicated that the primary focus 
of the plan is to increase our customer 
satisfaction and outlined the objectives 
to be accomplished. The 2000 Market¬ 
ing Plan was approved. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut sum¬ 
marized the January 20 Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperative Board meet¬ 
ing. Financial, legislative, safety, engi¬ 
neering, regulatory and legal reports 
were given. 

Highlights of the January 19 Soyland 
Power Cooperative Board meeting were 
given by Director Ludwig. Director Loy 
also attended. Financial, power supply, 
and legal reports were presented. 
Soyland’s boardroom was named the 
French L. Fraker Boardroom in honor 
of General Counsel Fraker who has 
served since Soyland’s September 16, 
1963, inception. 

In other action, the board selected 
Director Anderson as the delegate and 
Director Byers as the alternate for the 
March 19-22 NRECA annual meeting 
in Orlando, Florida; Director Byers was 
selected as the delegate and Director 
Anderson as the alternate for the March 
21 CFC annual meeting; and President/ 
CEO Champion was selected as the del¬ 
egate for the March 19 NRTC annual 
meeting and Director Byers was selected 
as the alternate. The board also ap¬ 
proved participating in the EC Solutions 
program Co-op Power Plus credit card; 
amending the safety deposit policy; and 
increasing the CFC Line of Credit. 

Additionally, President/CEO Cham¬ 
pion provided the board with the follow¬ 
ing information: the cooperative was 
Y2K incident free, economic develop¬ 
ment initiatives, tower rental activities, 
a CFC board report, CADP board meet¬ 
ing highlights, 1999 estate capital cred¬ 
its retirement results, 17 applications 
were received for the IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Program, 1999 personnel 
changes, and results of the Nominating 
Committee election. 

A report on the January 13 all em¬ 

ployee meeting and safety meeting was 
given by Director Loy. President/CEO 
Champion furnished an in-depth job 
training and safety activities report for 
January. 

The board went into executive ses¬ 
sion. 

President/CEO Champion indicated 
that the books and records for the Rural 
TV business have closed. He also re¬ 
ported on the operations of Utili-soft, 
Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc., 
and the El Benefits Group. Dave 
Lithgow, SkyQuest Manager, reported on 
SkyQuest activities. SkyQuest had 
14,440 subscribers on January 23. A re¬ 
port on the Internet business was pro¬ 
vided by IlliCom Net Service Manager 
Kevin Osterbur. The dial-up Internet 
subscriber count was 720 on December 
31. 

The Rural TV net income for Decem¬ 
ber was ($3,521.37) with year-to-date 
net income of ($1,071.78); Utili-soft 
showed a net income for December of 
$10,200.14 and year-to-date is 
($76,682.42). SkyQuest has a net in¬ 
come before growth and acquisition 
costs for December of $72,393.75 and 
year-to-date is $593,660.87, with the 
after growth acquisition cost numbers 
being ($67,375.54) and ($700,278.12) 
respectively. IlliCom Net Service re¬ 
flected a net income for December of 
($4,854.74) and year-to-date is 
($20,854.74). 

There being no further business to 
come before the board, the meeting was 
adjourned. 

2000 Annual Meeting - Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

As a member of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, an Illinois Corporation, I, the undersigned, 
hereby appoint: 

my proxy to vote in my stead at the 2000 Annual Meeting of members to be held at the Paxton- 
Buckley-Loda High School, Paxton, Illinois, on March 11, 2000. This proxy is unlimited as to matters on 
which it may be voted. 

Date    

(Signature of member giving proxy) 
Under the Bylaws, no member may vote as a proxy for more than three members and the presence of 

a member at the meeting revokes a proxy heretofore given. 

\ 

J 
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ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 
www.eiec.org Your Touchstone Energy' Cooperative (217) 379-2131 or (800) 824-5102 

BENEFITS 
GROUP 

How available 
Financial security is often a major objective in each of our lives. But how financial security is defined varies 

from family to family and from individual to individual. It even changes with life’s stages. 
For some people, it means having enough to send their children to the college of their choice. For others, it 

means being able to take vacations after they retire or visit the grandchildren. Perhaps it means having a 
second home on the lake or an ocean shore, or something as basic as not having to worry about paying the bills. 

There are many different definitions of financial security, and all of them are personal and important. But as 
different as the definitions may be, the people who achieve their dreams of financial security usually have two 
things in common: they know what they want and how they are going to get it. 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative is proud to introduce Benefits Group, a firm that is devoted to helping 
people and organizations identify their financial objectives, rank them in order of priority and establish a 
systematic means of ensuring that they are achieved. 

We are here for your personal and business needs. 

Personal Business 

• Individual and Family 
Health Insurance 

• Children’s Education 
• Disability Income 
• Retirement Income 
• Survivor Income 
• Long Term Care 
• Estate Liquidity 

• Group Health Insurance 
• Analysis and funding of a wide 

range of employee benefits. 
• Our objective is to help you provide 

a comprehensive benefit program at 
an affordable price. 

ANOTHER VALUE-ADDED SERVICE 
FROM YOUR COOPERATIVE 

Call an Benefits Group 
representative toll free at (888) 225-7929 
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The new Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning showroom is located just south of Champaign off I -57. 

Geothermal field day at Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Eastern Illini Electric Coop^ 

erative teamed up with Jesse 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
and Enertech to host a geother¬ 
mal field day at the Jesse head¬ 
quarters just south of 
Champaign, and the results 
were good. 

Tim Frick, EIEC 
marketing representa¬ 
tive, notes that previ¬ 
ous field days had been 
held at residences, and 
that attendance had 
been relatively high. 

“We decided to hold 
this at the Jesse build¬ 
ing for several rea¬ 
sons,” Frick says, “and 
part of it was just an 
experiment. We held it 
in the middle of the 
week, and scheduled it 
a little later in the day 
than we usually do, 
too. 

“We had a smaller turnout 
than we might have expected,” 
he continues, “but it was a 
good crowd. The people asked 

a lot of intelligent questions, 
and many filled out survey 
cards expressing their interest 
in various systems. EIEC, 
Enertech or Jesse, depending 
on whose area of expertise is 
involved, will send more litera¬ 
ture to those who asked for it. 

“It was a quality crowd, 
rather than a quantity one,” he 
added. 

Charles Jesse, owner of Jesse 
Heating and Air Conditioning, 

notes that the field day was 
held partly to christen his 
newly built showroom. “WeVe 
had an 8,000-square-foot 
building here for several 
years,” he says, “but we’ve just 
finished the showroom where 

we demonstrate our 
heating, air condition¬ 
ing and fireplace equip¬ 
ment.” 

The main build¬ 
ing, he says, houses of¬ 
fices, a sheet metal shop 
and a warehouse, and 
has been at the current 
location for several 
years. 

Incidentally, the 
business started some 
21 years ago in Decatur, 
and there’s still a show¬ 
room there. 

“Our second 
showroom was in 

Champaign,” he says, “and 
we’d had it there for the past 
11 years. But we’d outgrown 
the facility, and we set out to 
buy a bigger place. It turned 

Charles Jesse, left, chats with a visitor at the business’ 
field day held in conjunction with EIEC and Enertech. 
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out that we could buy 10 acres 
here for what a lot would have 
cost in Champaign, so we lo¬ 
cated here. Champaign is grow¬ 
ing in this direction, so we 
figured that our clientele would 
be getting closer and closer as 
time goes by.” 

He adds that he does not see 
quite as much traffic as he saw 
in town, but, like Frick, he no¬ 
tices that those who drive out 
to his place are serious custom¬ 
ers, as opposed to those who 
may just be window-shopping 
a street and drop in on a whim. 

At any rate, the new show¬ 
room that was put on display 
at the field day is heated and 
cooled by a geothermal unit, 
and is working well. “Since we 

f xbruan 2W0 A' 

Tim Frick, EIEC marketing representative, left, looks on as a visitor registers. 

have fireplaces and stoves dem¬ 
onstrated here,” Jesse says, 
“and since we run them quite 
a bit, the system doesn’t work 
much during the winter. It 

comes on mostly in the morn¬ 
ings before we get the other 
heaters going, and in the 
evening when it gets colder 
outside. 

“I wanted to install it,” he 
says, “because I wanted to have 
a working unit that people 
could look at and listen to. 
People are surprised that it’s as 
quiet as it is.” 

The new building is 3,060 
square feet, and is almost ex¬ 
actly twice as large as the 
Champaign showroom had 
been. It has 12-foot ceilings, 
and is insulated with three 
inches of sprayed-on foam. As 
with most rural installations, it 
has a horizontal loop buried in 
the yard to serve as a heat ex¬ 
changer. 

“It took 600’ of trenching,” 
Jesse says, “to bury 1,200’ of 
piping. I’m sure it’ll pay for it¬ 
self in energy savings, and it has 
a good comfort level, too. It’ll 
be nice to have a working unit 
for our customers to see.” 

Those interested in contact¬ 
ing Jesse can send mail or visit 
at 3702 W. Old Church Rd., 
Champaign, IL, 61821. The 
phone number is (217) 352- 
8511. 
Some of the fireplaces on display in 
the showroom are pictured here. The 
building houses a beautiful selection 
of gas, electric and wood-burning 
stoves and fireplaces. 
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Planning to dig 
Planning to dig or disturb the 

earth — call JULIE toll free at 
(800) 892-0123 at least two 
working days prior to breaking 
ground. The call and the service 
are free to those planning to dig. 

When requesting a JULIE lo¬ 
cate, provide the name, tele¬ 
phone number, county, township 
or town, closest town and dis¬ 
tance, section number, excava¬ 
tion site address, nearest cross 
road and the type of work being 

Be responsible and work safely — call JULIE at (800) 892-0123 before you dig 

- Call JULIE 
performed. You will need to 
keep the information you re¬ 
ceive from the operator un¬ 
til the work is completed. 

The location of EIEC un¬ 
derground power cables 
will be marked with either 
red flags or red spray paint. 
It is the responsibility of the 
owner to inform the excava¬ 
tor of any underground power 
cables that are not owned by 
EIEC. 

Stop writing checks! 
Stop mailing payments! 
Stop seasonal ups and downs! 

Take advantage of these convenient EIEC services. 

Direct-Pay Plan: This is 
the most popular way to 
pay your bill and not 
write a check. Direct-Pay 
electronically debits your 
bank account each 
month on the due date 
for the exact amount of 
the bill. Request a form 
today! 
E-mail: Ask questions 

or send your meter read¬ 
ing. Check out our web 
site at www.eiec.org. 
Visa and MasterCard 
Credit Cards: Call our 
office to make a credit 

card payment. Or, with 
pre-authorization, we can 
post a payment to your 
EIEC account with your 
credit card on the first 
business day of the month. 
Debit Card: Call our office 
to pay your bill with your 
bank debit card — instant 
payment, no waiting for 
the mail. 
Check by Telephone: Make 
a check payment instantly 
by calling our office. 
Western Union Quick Col¬ 
lect: For our members mak¬ 
ing cash payments, use 
Western Union Quick Col¬ 
lect. A payment by Quick 

Collect is an instant 
payment. (Available 24 
hours a day at a loca¬ 
tion near you). 
Budget Billing: to avoid 
seasonal ups and 
downs, call our office 
to see if our budget- 
billing program works 
for you. 
For more information, 
call during the regular 
business hours of 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday (except 
holidays) (800) 824' 
5102 or visit our web 
site at www.eiec.org. 
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Make your home more comfortable 
and energy efficient with El EC’s 

new EC Home Improvement™ Program 

E^:H0ME IMPROVEMENT" 
Through EIEC’s EC Home Improvement™ program, you can borrow funds at competi¬ 

tive rates for various energy efficiency related home improvement projects by placing one 
quick phone call to a local EIEC sponsored contractor. Local contractors who are currently 
participating in the program are: 

Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. 
(Life, Safety, Home Security and Automation) 

Atteberry & Marshall Heating/Air Conditioning 
Bauer Comfort Center 
Boyce Electric 
Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
C & C Plumbing & Heating 
Circle Service, Inc. 
Design Air Heating and AC 
Dick Miller Enterprises (Generators) 
Duden and Silver, Inc. 
Energy Concepts 
H-W Systems, Inc. 
Hoopeston Plumbing and Heating 
Houston Plumbing & Heating 
Hoveln Heating &. Cooling, Inc. 
Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Kenny’s Heating and Appliance 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Lane Systems, Inc. 
LD Mechanical Contractors 
Modem Exteriors (Windows & Doors) 
Morse HVAC & Plumbing 
Nussbaum Plumbing &. Heating 
R & M Electric 
Rose Heating & Air Conditioning 
S.R. Mohler Mechanical Contractors 

Paxton (877) 572-5378 

Sullivan (217) 752-6867 
Cissna Park (815) 457-2589 
Cissna Park (815) 457-2700 
Normal (309) 454-1611 
Watseka (815) 432-2685 
Paxton (217) 379-2610 
Decatur (217) 429-1105 
Philo (217) 684-2377 
Gifford (217) 568-7954 
Paris (217) 465-4075 
Fairbury (815) 692-4358 
Hoopeston (217) 283-7736 
Paxton (217) 379-2329 
Thomasboro (217) 643-2125 
Champaign (217) 352-8511 
Gibson City (217) 784-4744 
Forrest (815) 657-8147 
Sullivan (217) 728-8080 
Charleston (217) 345-9633 
Gifford (217) 568-7139 
Sidney (217) 668-2631 
Fairbury (815) 692-2042 
Watseka (815) 432-4062 
Urbana (217) 328-4557 
Watseka (815) 432-6214 

Attractive features of EC Home Improvement loans include the following: 

• Quick approval (with a decision made on most applicants in as little as ten minutes) 
•No down payment or application fee 
• Loan amounts from $1,000 to $15,000 
• Flexible payment options - loans up to $5,000 can be repaid over 12 to 60 months (loans 

between $5,000 and $15,000 can be extended up to 120 months) 
• Fixed interest rates for the life of the loan 
• Prepayment allowed at any time with no penalty 

If you are interested in receiving more information on the EC Home Improvement™ pro¬ 
gram, please call the EIEC Marketing Department. 
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pply for a 6.5% EIEC loan 
The EIEC loan program will 

)rovide financing for electric 
icat, a standby generator or a 
[ervice entrance upgrade. 

You can reduce your energy 
11s through the purchase of 

lore energy efficient equipment 
md take advantage of EIEC’s 
tompetitive 4 cent electric heat 

rate or the 5 cent inter¬ 
ruptible rate. 

Moreover, you can 
improve the safety and 
reliability of your home. 

If you qualify, EIEC will lend 
you the money at the low rate 
of 6.5% and add the payments 
to your monthly electric bills. 

Borrow up to 
the following amounts: 

• $10,000 for a geothermal system 
• $5,000 for an all-electric heat installation 
• $3,000 for an add-on heat pump 
• $10,000 for a stand-by generator* 
• $600/1,200 for a service entrance upgrade** 

• Account must be on interruptible single-phase or interruptible 
large power rate 

** Must accompany electric heat or water heater installation 

For details, contact the Marketing Services Department. 

ime to DUCK again! 
It’s great to be outside again, 

wen if it means there’s work to 
>e done. The TV antenna is a 
little crooked, there are some 
tree limbs to cut and the old 

\\\ 

swimming pool will need clean¬ 
ing. That means it’s time to 
DUCK. When you’re moving 
the grain auger, raising the TV 
antenna — anytime you use tall 
equipment — make sure you 
stay clear of the power lines. 

DUCK down and keep poles, 
augers and other equipment 
away from overhead electric 
wires. Whether you’re outside 
your home or out on the farm, 
get your jobs done the safe way. 
Look up and live! 

Think SPRING 
Think DIRECTV® — 

Would you like to brush up on your gardening skills or get creative ideas for 
your first cookout? Are you interested in home improvement shows? If you an¬ 
swered uyes” to these questions, then DIRECTV is for you. With over 200 chan¬ 
nels to choose from, including Home & Garden TV TV Food Network and 
Lifetime, there is surely one to help you start your spring off right. 
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Building a new home - 
Plan ahead for lower energy bills 

Go electric 

To avoid high-energy bills, build an airtight home 
with proper insulation and install an efficient heat¬ 
ing, cooling and hot water system. 

The best heating, cooling and hot water system 
that you can purchase is a GEOTHERMAL SYS¬ 
TEM. Depending on the season, it uses the con¬ 
stant warmth within the soil to move heat in or out 
of your home as well as providing a significant por¬ 
tion of your domestic hot water needs. One piece of 
equipment does it all and it can save up to 60% or 
even more on your monthly heating costs. 

With a geothermal system, you can take advantage of EIEC’s 4^ electric heat rate. 
Additionally, you can borrow up to $10,000 to install a geothermal system if you qualify for EIEC’sj 

6.5% loan program. 

Choose clean, safe, efficient 
and pollution free electric heat! 

Remember — there’s no flame, 
fumes or carbon monoxide with electricity 

Wireless HomeSecurity 
omes without security systems are 3 

times more likely to be burglarized than 
homes with security systems. 

Now we can help you beat these 
odds with a wireless home security system! 

Alert Security Home Security Systems are wireless systems which 
provide home intrusion, environmental and health care monitoring 
services, in addition to home automation life-style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 
and more than just security! 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

877-572-5378 
Eastern lllini Branch Office 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

Illinois License # 127-001022 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 

BOARD MEETING REPORT 

| On February 22, the board of directors of 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative held its regular 
monthly meeting in the French L. Fraker Board- 
room at the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton. 

I Minutes of the regular board meeting held 
January 25 and the special board meetings held 
January 30 and February 3 were approved. Min¬ 
utes of the executive sessions held on those re¬ 
spective dates were also approved. 

| The January 31, 2000, statement of revenues 
and expenses including the following information 
was approved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,816,978, Total Operating Expenses $397,051, 
Total Cost of Electric Service $1,849,415, Operat¬ 
ing Margins ($32,437), and Total Margins 
($34,130). 

In January, 64 members joined the cooperative 
and 63 terminated their memberships. 

- Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced 
that an Executive Committee meeting will be held 
March 6 and an Audit and Finance Committee 
meeting will be held March 7. 

r A report of the February 17 Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative Board meeting was 
given by Chairman of the Board Chesnut. Finan¬ 
cial, legislative, communications, engineering, 
regulatory and legal reports were given. The board 
selected a delegate and alternate for the April 5 
Annual Meeting of the Illinois Cooperative Com¬ 
pensation Group. 

Director Ludwig summarized the February 26 
Soyland Power Cooperative Board meeting. Re¬ 
gional information meetings will be held February 
29 in Urbana, March 1 in Macomb and March 2 
in Springfield. The SPC annual meeting will be 
held March 15 at the Fioliday Inn Conference 
Center in Decatur. 

In other action, the board selected Director 
Ludwig and President/CEO Champion as the 
Soyland directors and Director Loy as the alter¬ 

nate director. Brandon Jackson was selected as the 
voting delegate to the April 5 annual meeting of 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group. The board also approved offering the Vari¬ 
able Universal Life Insurance Program to employ¬ 
ees and amending Policy 310, Retirement Plan- 
Employees. 

Directors Day, Chesnut and Reitz reported on 
the NRECA Directors’ Conference they attended 
February 12-16 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Additionally, President/CEO Champion pro¬ 
vided the board with the following information: 
Touchstone Training will be conducted for em¬ 
ployees and directors at the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters on April 4; the Touchstone Balloon will 
make its debut at the NRECA Annual Meeting in 
Orlando, Florida, March 19-22; the 2000 EIEC 
budget was presented and will be considered at 
the March board meeting; North Central Data 
Cooperative, Mandan, North Dakota, and Central 
Area Data Processing, St. Peters, Missouri, will 
consolidate their operations; $2,770 was received 
from Liberty Mutual for the Kansas City PCB site 
cleanup; a comprehensive February job training 
and safety activities report; and the cooperative’s 
distribution system held up well during the Febru¬ 
ary 28 ice storm. 

The board went into executive session. 
In open session, President/CEO Champion 

reported on the operations of Utili-soft, Alert Se¬ 
curity & Energy Services, Inc., and the El Benefits 
Group. Dave Lithgow, SkyQuest Manager, re¬ 
ported on SkyQuest activities. IlliCom Net Ser¬ 
vice Manager Kevin Osterbur provided an 
Internet business update. On February 12, the 
dial-up Internet subscriber count was 812. 

Utili-soft showed a net income for January of 
$8,214.10. SkyQuest had a net income before 
growth and acquisition costs for January of 
($36,697.72), with the after growth acquisition 
cost numbers being ($160,929.32). IlliCom Net 
Service reflected a net income for January of 
($3,419.14). 

There being no further business to come be¬ 
fore the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

For annual meeting highlights, visit www.eiec.org 
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STERN ILUNI 
ELECTRIC NEWS 
www.eiec.org Your Touchstone Energy' Cooperative 

PAXTON, ILLINOIS 
217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

The area men who were re-elected to the board of directors of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, Paxton, are 
pictured with Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO. From left are Champion, Robert Bauer of Cissna 
Park, Herbert Aden of Newman, Glenn Anderson of Kempton and Bradley J. Ludwig of Fithian. The election 
was held at ElEC’s 13th Annual Meeting, Saturday, Mar. 11, at PBL High School in Paxton. 

Good news given at Annual Meeting 
Members at this year’s annual 

meeting were told that the co-op is 
in good financial condition and is 
planning to return capital credits to 
members and reduce rates. Capital 
credits are the funds remaining af¬ 
ter all expenses have been met, and 
would be considered profits in a for- 
profit business. 

The co-op also announced the 
purchase of Schippert WaterCare, 
a Cissna Park water-quality firm, 
and that they will be offering long¬ 
distance service. 

In a multimedia presentation, 
Marion Chesnut of Rossville, chair¬ 
man, told some 600 members and 
guests that EIEC had been able to 
send out checks in 1999. “We’ve 
been so sensitive about keeping 
rates low,” he said, “that our mar¬ 
gins have been very slim and there 
have even been losses in some 
years. This affects our ability to pay 
capital credits, but we know you 
enjoy receiving the checks. Our real 
goal is to keep more money in your 
hands in the first place, rather than 

having you send it to the co-op, and 
then sending you back the extra. 

“The allocation of margins back 
to the members is one of the fun¬ 
damental principles of being a co¬ 
op,” he continued, “and so is 
paying them back when it’s pos¬ 
sible.” 

Chesnut noted that EIEC had 
co-sponsored the National Hot Air 
Balloon Championships in Rantoul 
last year, and will do so again this 
year. “This is a member apprecia- 

(Continued on page 16b) 

For more information about out annual meeting, 
visit our website at http://www.eiec.org. 

MAY 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



in cash during the prize 
drawing. The prizes were 
awarded by Wm. David 
Champion, Jr., President/CEO 
of EIEC. Here, Marvin Wilke of 
Anchor picks up his $500. 

(Continued from page 16a) 

tion event,” he added, “and we 
plan to provide free entry to the 
event for our members, and to of¬ 
fer opportunities for you to partici¬ 
pate in some of the activities. The 
event runs Aug. 4-12.” 

Wm. David Champion, Jr., 
President/CEO, said that EIEC has 
joined Touchstone Energy, an or¬ 
ganization of some 550 electric co¬ 
ops nationwide that had banded 
together to create a brand name for 
cooperatively provided energy. 

“It has become very important 
for us to differentiate ourselves in 
the marketplace as deregulation is 
approved across the country on a 
state-by-state basis,” he said. “To¬ 
gether, the Touchstone co-ops pro¬ 
vide more electricity than the 
largest utility in the U.S. With all 
the big mergers taking place, it be¬ 
came imperative that co-ops join 
together in the co-op brand, 
Touchstone Energy, which repre¬ 
sents the power of human connec¬ 
tions.” 

Champion remarked that EIEC 
wants to keep its present level of 
service and, if possible, improve on 
it, even while cutting costs. 

“As you know,” he said, “we re¬ 
duced our work force through a 
voluntary retirement program, and 
we want to assure you that unlike 
many utilities, we’re not sending 
our linemen farther from you. We 

(Continued on page 16c) 
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one winner. picks up his cash. 

receives his cash award. Gibson City was pleased with 
his winnings. 
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the opportunity to have their blood 
pressure checked. 

A representative of the Paxton Police Department was on hand 
to establish child IDs. 

(Continued from page 16b) 

still have men working out of Gilman, Paxton, Pesotum 
and Watseka. 

“We have asked each of our employees to re-evalu- 
ate their role wdthin the organization and to find ways 
to improve efficiencies. They responded very positively, 
and we’re now working harder and smarter.” 

Champion remarked that although the co-op has 
fewer employees, it’s getting more work done. 

“Even allowing for the fact that weather favored 
increased productivity last year, employees still got a 
lot more done than previously. For example, during 
1998, we completed 64 miles of line maintenance. In 
1999, we increased that to 114 miles. The crews re¬ 
built 19.5 miles of line in 1998, and 37.7 last year. 

“All this results in better overall service to you now 
and into the future,” he concluded. 

Wireless „ 
Chime 
For Safety and Security 

Simple, Reliable, 
Affordable 

Wireless Chime alerts you to people and 
cars approaching your home, giving you 
greater awareness of your surroundings and 
more peace of mind. Wireless Chime is the 
simple, reliable, and affordable security 
guard. 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

(877) 572-5378 
Eastern lllini Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

MAY 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



^BENEFITS 
T GROUP 

The Eastern Illini Benefits Group (EIBG) is an affiliate of Eastern lilini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive partnering with David J. Means and Associates, Legacy Financial Group. Our primary 
goal is to provide value-added services to EIBG members and affiliates to meet their busi¬ 
ness and personal objectives. 

PERSONAL PLANNING COMPANY PLANNING 
+ Individual and Family Health Insurance 
+ Estate Analysis 
+ IRA/Retirement Planning 
+ Salary Income Continuation 
+ Personal Disability Income Insurance 
+ Annuities 
+ Personal & Charitable Giving 
+ Long Term Care 

+ Group Medical Insurance 
+ Group Life Insurance 
+ Group Disability Income Insurance 
+ Section 125 Cafeteria Plans 
+ Voluntary Benefit Options 
+ Pension Plan — Keogh, 401 (k) 
+ Executive Group Carve-out 
+ Profit Sharing 
+ Bonus Plan 
+ Deferred Compensation 
+ Split Dollar 

Call an t Benefits Group 
representative 

toll free at (888) 225-7929 
Securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc. 

A MassMutual Subsidiary, Supervisory Office: 
30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1400 

Chicago, IE 60602 
(312) 9844000 

David J. Means & Associates, Legacy Financial Group, 
and Eastern Illini Benefits Group are not affiliates or subsidiaries 

of MML Investors Services, Inc. 

Your Touchstone Energy" Cooperative 
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WaterCare with Dave and Seiri Schhippert. 

Cooperative purchases Schippert WaterCare 
Eastern Illini Services Corpora¬ 

tion, a wholly owned subsidiary of 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 
Paxton, has purchased Schippert 

WaterCare, Inc., Cissna Park. Terms 
of the deal were not released. 

“We’re excited about the trans¬ 
action,” said EIEC President/CEO 
Wm. David Champion, Jr. “To have 

the opportunity to own a company 
with the reputation that Schippert 

WaterCare has earned over the 
years is exciting for us.” 

“There were a number of factors 
that contributed to the purchase,” 
Champion added. “Most impor¬ 
tantly, it is good for our members. 
It is a business with a line of prod¬ 
ucts that we can grow and increase 
sales for the combined organization. 
It is then that the member benefits.” 

“The sale also made sense to 

Schippert WaterCare,” said Presi¬ 

dent and Manager Dave Schippert. 

“EIEC is a natural partner. We liked 

the idea of selling to a company that 

is going to be around for a long time 

to come. Together, we can take this 

to the next level.” 

Champion agreed, saying, “We 

have considered entering the water 
quality business for some time based 

upon member survey results. When 

talks began with Dave and Seiri 
Schippert last winter, it became evi¬ 

dent that both companies share the 
same commitment to customer ser¬ 
vice and quality products.” 

Schippert WaterCare has been in 

existence for 35 years. Current op¬ 

erations include selling and renting 
water softeners, filtration systems, 

reverse osmosis drinking water, and 

bottle water systems for both resi¬ 

dential and commercial usage. The 
Schippert family will continue with 

the company. 
“Those of my family that work 

in the business are excited to stay 
with the company,” Schippert said. 

“We are excited to see how the two 
companies work as one and are 
pleased that we will have a signifi¬ 
cant impact on the continued suc¬ 

cess of the operation.” 

“The current Schippert Water¬ 

Care customers will see very few 

differences,” Champion said. 

“Other than the name change, cur¬ 

rent customers won’t see much in 

the way of change. We anticipate 

that the same people who have been 

delivering salt, bottled water, or 

other services will continue to do 

“Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 

tive adds El Schippert WaterCare 

to its list of subsidiary operations. 
Our mission statement calls for us 

to provide our members with ex¬ 
traordinary value through competi¬ 

tively priced services and products,” 
Champion stated. “We’re blessed to 

acquire an established company that 
fits our corporate objective.” 

“The business will continue to 

operate out of Cissna Park. We feel 

that we can grow the business over 
the next few years as well as pro¬ 
vide some operating efficiency. If it’s 
not broken, you don’t fix it,” Cham¬ 

pion concluded. 
Schippert reiterated his pleasure 

with the deal, “We truly think that 

this is a win-win situation. It’s good 
for us and our employees, good for 

the cooperative, and will be espe¬ 

cially good for our customers, which 

remains the number one goal for 

both parties involved.” 

EIEC also owns SkyQuest, 

IlliCom Telecommunications, El 

Benefits Group and Utili—soft. 

These are in addition to its affilia¬ 
tion with Alert Security & Energy 

Services. 
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The balloon was an impressive addition to the Orlando skyline. 
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Touchstone Balloon 
debuts in Orlando 
The new Touchstone Energy Hot Air Balloon 

was introduced at the National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association’s annual meeting in Or¬ 
lando, Florida, March 20-23. The nation’s co-op 
leaders saw the colorful 8-story balloon, met the 
world-class professional flight team and learned 
about opportunities to bring the Touchstone En¬ 
ergy Balloon to events in their area. 

The purpose of the Touchstone Energy Balloon 
is to spread the word about Touchstone Energy, a 
national branding program adopted by 570 of the 
nation’s rural electric cooperatives and their sub¬ 
sidiaries. It is owned by the Cooperative Balloon 
Associates, EEC (CBA), a Limited Liability Com¬ 
pany comprised of 10 Illinois cooperatives, includ¬ 
ing Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative. The other 
owners include Coles-Moultrie Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Mattoon; Corn Belt Energy Corporation, 
Bloomington; Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative, 
Elizabeth; McDonough Power Cooperative, 
Macomb; Norris Electric Cooperative, Newton; 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co., Au¬ 
burn; Shelby Electric Cooperative, Shelbvyville; 

(Continued on page 16g) 
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Two principals of Cooperative Balloon Associates are pictured with 
Cheri White, pilot of the craft. Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/ 
CEO of EIEC is at left, and Greg D. Nieman, Vice President/ 
Marketing & Business Development for Soyland Power Cooperative, 
is at right. 



(Continued from page 16f) 

Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive, Marion; and Soy land Power 
Cooperative, Decatur. 

“We’re proud to be a member 
of the team that made the balloon 
project a reality,” said Wm. David 
Champion, Jr., EIEC’s President/ 
CEO. “We have the exclusive rights 
for the Touchstone Energy Balloon 
through the national Touchstone 
Energy organization and will offer 
it to co-ops in other states as well 
as flying the balloon at major events 
in Illinois. It is a goodwill ambas¬ 
sador, promoting the values of 

Touchstone Energy cooperatives: 
providing service with integrity, ac¬ 
countability, innovation and com¬ 
mitment to community.” 

Whenever it makes an appear¬ 
ance, it will also benefit a good 
cause. A donation will be made to¬ 
ward a philanthropic organization 
of the co-op’s choice. For events in 
Illinois, the CBA co-ops have se¬ 
lected the Illinois Special Olympics 
as the recipient of these charitable 
donations. 

The lead pilot of the Touchstone 
Energy Balloon flight team is Cheri 
White, an attorney and young 

mother from Houston, Texas, who 
won the first Women’s National Hot 
Air Balloon Championship last year 
in Rantoul. 

“I enjoy speaking to people about 
the values and benefits of electric 
co-ops,” White said. “We’ll take 
that message across the country 
with the Touchstone Energy Balloon 
as we meet with landowners, local 
leaders and spectators at various 
events.” 

To learn more about Touchstone 
Energy and the new balloon, visit 
www.touchstonenergy.com and 
www.cbaballoon.com. 

THERE’S NO PUCE 
UKE DIRECTS 
FOR FAMIIV 

ENTERTAINMENT. 

Di&guerj; USA 
NETWORK 

Channel CDROOHN 
□EOWERD 'ii 

Looking for television programs the whole family can watch? 
Look no further. DIRECTV brings you the very best in family 

viewing...with access to as many as 150 channels. 
If you want entertainment the whole family 

will love, come home to DIRECTV. 

DIRECTV 

THE CHOICE IS CLEAR. DIRECTV. 

Call SkyQuest SkyQliest 
at (800) 236-9263 ■ 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The board of directors of East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative held 
its regular monthly meeting on 
March 28, 2000, in the French L. 
Fraker Boardroom at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton. 

Minutes of the regular board 
meeting and executive session held 
February 22 were approved. 

The February 29, 2000, state¬ 
ment of revenues and expenses in¬ 
cluding the following information 
was approved: Total Operating Rev¬ 
enues $1,843,126, Total Operating 
Expenses $399,525, Total Operat¬ 
ing & Fixed Expenses $1,663,398, 
Operating Income $179,728, Net 
Operating Income $184,472 and 
Year-To-Date Net Income $150,343. 

During February, 61 members 
joined the cooperative and 66 ter¬ 
minated their memberships. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut 
announced that the Annual Meet¬ 
ing Planning Committee will meet 
April 3 to review the March 11 meet¬ 
ing and plan the 2001 annual meet¬ 
ing. 

In the absence of committee 
chairman Bauer, Director Raber re¬ 
ported on the March 7 Audit and 
Finance Committee meeting. In ac¬ 
cordance with the cooperative’s by¬ 
laws, the committee examined the 
accounts of the cooperative and re¬ 
viewed expense statements, dis¬ 
bursements and supporting data. All 
accounts were found to be in order. 

The board approved the report. 
A summary of the March 16 As¬ 

sociation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative Board meeting was given by 
Chairman of the Board Chesnut. Fi¬ 
nancial, legislative, engineering, 
regulatory and legal reports were 
given. 

A report of the March 15 Soy land 
Power Cooperative regular board 
meeting and annual meeting were 
given by Director Ludwig, Alternate 
Director Loy and President/CEO 
Champion. During the SPC board 
meeting, an alliance with Allegheny 
Electric Cooperative in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, was approved. Finan¬ 
cial, energy supply, marketing and 
economic development reports were 
presented. The SPC annual meet¬ 
ing keynote speaker was Sheldon 
Petersen, Governor and CEO of the 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation. The audit re¬ 
port was reviewed and employees 
were presented with service and 
safety awards. 

Directors Anderson, Bauer, 
Byers, Chesnut, Day, Raber, Presi¬ 
dent/CEO Champion, Attorney 
Fraker and Manager of Administra¬ 
tive Services Kingston reported on 
the NRECA annual meeting they 
had attended in Orlando, Florida, 
on March 19-22. The Touchstone 
Energy hot air balloon made its first 

appearance and the meeting was 
informative. 

The Board went into executive 
session. 

In open session, the board ap¬ 

proved the Chairman of the Board’s 
new committee assignments; the 

2000 EIEC budget; minutes of the 
March 6 Executive Committee 
meeting; a mowing services agree¬ 
ment with Paul Frichtl; a pole test¬ 
ing agreement with Lee Inspection 
&. Consulting Services, Inc.; an 
agreement for transporting and dis¬ 
posal of certain obsolete electrical 
equipment with Trans-Cycle Indus¬ 
tries, Inc.; subordination of surface 
rights for public road purposes with 
the State of Illinois; three phase in¬ 
terruptible contracts with Steven L. 
Schaefer of Cissna Park; a three 
phase contract with Chatsworth Ag 
Service LLC; and a marketing pro¬ 
posal to encourage the utilization of 
geothermal systems. 

President/CEO Champion pro¬ 
vided the board with the following 
information: an NRTC Board Re¬ 
port, a March job training and safety 
report, a 1999 summary of com¬ 
pleted work, and 1993-1999 corn 
and soybean yields. 

An operations update was given 
by President/CEO Champion on 
Alert Security & Energy Services, 
Inc. and the El Benefits Group. 
SkyQuest Manager Dave Lithgow 
reported on SkyQuest activities. 
Lithgow also indicated that the clos¬ 
ing to purchase Schippert 
WaterCare, Inc. is scheduled for 
March 31. IlliCom Net Service Man¬ 
ager Kevin Osterbur outlined the 
Internet business activities. On 
March 28, the dial-up Internet sub¬ 
scriber count was 867. 

February financial reports for 
Eastern Illini Services Corporation 
were not available and will be pre¬ 
sented at the April meeting. 

The next board meeting will be 
held Tuesday, April 18, 2000. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 
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c - EASTERN IUINI 
L ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative (EIEC) will send three area high 
school students on all-expense-paid trips to Washington, D.C., June 16-23, 
2000. Winners of ElEC’s “Youth to Washington” tour essay contest are 
Heather Alt and Andrea York of Hoopeston, and Zhubin Gahvari of 
Champaign. The three students were chosen as grand prize winners from 
a group of eight finalists at ElEC’s essay dinner on Monday, April 10, at 
the Lakeview Country Club in Loda. In addition to winning the 
Washington trip, Alt won a $200 savings bond for having the highest 
score. The other two winners of the tour, York and Gahvari, received 
$100 and $75 savings bonds, respectively. The remaining five 
finalists each won $50 savings bonds. They are Brian Rudin 
of Milford, Dana Goodrum and Xan Park both of 
Hoopeston, Ben Sapp of Mahomet, and Kelly Digges of 
Champaign. Haley Loy of Beaverville will also travel to 
Washington, D.C., as a “Willie Wiredhand” student. Area 
students submitted essays entitled “Deregulation and 
Diversification - Providing Choices.” The students 
represented EIEC on Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperative Youth Day in Springfield on April 12. In the back 
row from left are: Marion Chesnut, EIEC board chairman; 
Erin George, first place winner in the 1999 contest and the 
current state representative on the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association’s Youth Leadership Council; Sapp, 
Park, Goodrum, Digges, Rudin, Loy and Wm. David 
Champion, Jr., EIEC President/CEO. Front row from left are: 
Gahvari, Alt and York. 
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Students tour capital, meet legislators 

High school students from across Illinois met their state legislators in Springfield during 
“Illinois Electric and Telephone Cooperatives Youth Day” on Wednesday, April 12. The tour was an 
opportunity for the students to learn more about the co-ops’ democratic business model, as well as 
their state government. During their trip to the capitol, the students met with Secretary of State 
Jesse White. Ten area students representing Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, met with Senators 
John Maitland and Judith A. Myers at the State Capitol. Nearly 300 students and chaperones also 
toured the Illinois Supreme Court, the State Capitol, Lincoln’s Tomb, and the Executive Mansion. 
Representing Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative were, front row from left: Brian Rudin, Andrea 
York, Haley Loy, Erin George and Heather Alt. Back row from left: Glenda Frette, chaperone, Dana 
Goodrum, Ben Sapp, Zhubin Gahvari, Sen. Maitland, Sen. Myers, Kelly Digges, Xan Park and Jeannie 
Kingston, chaperone. 

Miller completes 
climbing school 

Sean Miller, right, apprentice lineman for East¬ 
ern lllini Electric Cooperative, Paxton, was in¬ 
structed on his climbing skills during an electrical 
lineman climbing school held April 24'May 5, at 
Lincoln Land Community College in Springfield. 
Miller is pictured with lead instructor Roger 
Stegeman, manager of safety for the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), Spring- 
field. The school, which was hosted by the AIEC, 
was part of a two-week-long training program, 
which demonstrated electric pole climbing, elec¬ 
trical theory and safety techniques. 
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You are cordially invited to be our guest at the 

U.S. NATIONAL HOT AIR BALLOON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 4-13, 2000, Rautoul, IL 

Fun for the whole family! 

• Over 100 balloons 
• Circus and Carnival 
• Fox Kids Club 
• Family Entertainment 
• Food and other activities 

• Two adult tickets per member FREE 
• Kids 14 and under are free. 
• Come see the Touchstone Energy Balloon 
• Stop by the Eastern lllini Family Venue 

Tent for a special gift. 

— 

TICKETS must be reserved by July 15. 

Limited number of tickets are available. 
(Tickets are $5 at the gate) 

TO RESERVE YOUR FREE TICKETS, 
CALL (800) 236-9263 

Check out www.eiec.org updates and information. 
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Participate in ElEC’s 

GEOTHERMAL FIELD DAY 
Saturday, June 24th 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Jeff & Susan Dowell Home 

RR 2 Box 59, Colfax 

COLFAX 

C 
1900 N. 

JEFF & SUSAN 
DOWELL HOME 

^ RR 2 Box 59 

1 1/4 miles 

^ Y 1 3/4 miles 

00 
eo 

N 

W A 
o ANCHOR 

1900 N. 

1800 N. 

o 
CO 

1400 N. 

1800 N. 

CO 
CO 

1400 N. 

To Bloomington To Gibson City 
10.0 miles 

See a geothermal system at the home of Jeff and Susan Dowell, Colfax. The amazing 
WaterFurnace system heats, cools and provides domestic water heating. Be sure to 
check out the header portion of the loop — it will be open for inspection. 

With a geothermal system, you can take advantage of ElEC’s 40 electric heat rate 
and save up to 60% or more on your monthly heating bills. The safe, clean, convenient 
and environmentally friendly system provides total comfort with constant temperature 
and humidity control. In addition, there is no noisy, unsightly outdoor equipment. You 
can borrow up to $10,000 to install a geothermal system if you qualify for ElEC’s 6.5% 
loan program. 

EIEC employees will be available to discuss the advantages of a geothermal system. 
Kupferschmid, Inc. of Forrest installed the system and their representatives will also be 
on hand to assist with the field day and answer your questions. 

Attend the field day on June 24th and see the incredible geothermal system. 
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' Schippert WaterCare 
I is open for business!!! 

If you would like any information 
about any of the following 

products and services: 

Water Conditioning 
Water Filtration 

Solar Salt Delivery 
Water Testing 
Bottled Water 

Reverse Osmosis (R.O.) System 

Give us a call at (800) 236-9263 

Last night, my son and I sailed the South fecifk, 
crossed the Sahara Desert and walked 

What did you do? 
With DIRECTV®, your family can explore The Discovery Channel, The Disney Channel, The Learning 
Channel and tons of other great places to find exciting, entertaining and educational family program¬ 

ming. If you’re still settling for plain old TV, let DIRECTV take you on an incredible journey. 

on the dark side of the moon. 

THE CHOICE IS CLEAR. DIRECTV. 

Call SkyQuest at (800) 236-9263 
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Peak alert has arrived 
When temperatures climb this summer, 

peak alerts may be called between June 15 and 
Sept. 15, from noon to 8 p.m. However, peak 
alerts will not occur on weekends, Indepem 
dence Day or Labor Day. 

Last summer, only four peak alerts occurred. 
By shedding load between 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
on July 23, 26, 29 and 30, we were able to 
save on our fixed costs which benefited all co¬ 
operative members. 

When Soyland Power Cooperative, our 
power supplier, advises there is a peak alert, 
we begin demand side management activities. 
The cooperative’s fixed costs are determined 
by the peak load. When a higher peak is es¬ 
tablished, Soyland bills us at the higher rate 
for the next year. 

To prevent a higher peak demand, our large 
power interruptible accounts are contacted and 
asked to implement load control procedures. 

In addition, water heaters, 
air conditioners and 
single-phase interruptible 
accounts with radio- 
controlled switching de¬ 
vices are controlled. 
Through radio an¬ 
nouncements, we ask 
all members to mini¬ 
mize their use of elec¬ 
tricity during peak 
alerts. 

Please listen to your local radio stations this 
summer when temperatures begin to soar so 
you can curtail your electrical use if we call for 
a peak alert. With your cooperation, the coop¬ 
erative can avoid purchasing expensive peak¬ 
ing power which will have a positive effect on 
power costs for all members. 

Wireless 
Chime 

For Safety and Security 

Simple, 
Reliable, 

Affordable 

For more information call toll free 

(877) 572-5378 
Eastern lllini Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

Wireless Chime alerts you to 
people and cars approaching 

your home, giving you greater 
awareness of your surroundings 

and more peace of mind. Wireless 
Chime is the simple, reliable, and 
affordable security guard. 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 
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^BENEFITS 
V GROUP 

The Eastern Illini Benefits Group (EIBG) is an affiliate of Eastern Illini Electric Coopera¬ 
tive partnering with David J. Means and Associates, Legacy Financial Group. Our primary 
goal is to provide value-added services to EIBG members and affiliates to meet their busi¬ 
ness and personal objectives. 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

PERSONAL PLANNING COMPANY PLANNING 
Individual and Family Health Insurance 
Estate Analysis 
IRA/Retirement Planning 
Salary Income Continuation 
Personal Disability Income Insurance 
Annuities 
Personal & Charitable Giving 
Long Term Care 

+ Group Medical Insurance 
+ Group Life Insurance 
+ Group Disability Income Insurance 
+ Section 125 Cafeteria Plans 
+ Voluntary Benefit Options 
+ Pension Plan — Keogh, 401 (k) 
+ Executive Group Carve-out 
+ Profit Sharing 
+ Bonus Plan 
+ Deferred Compensation 
4- Split Dollar 

Call an i Benefits Group 
representative 

toll free at (888) 225-7929 
Securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc. 

A MassMutual Subsidiary, Supervisory Office: 
30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1400 

Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 984-1000 

David J. Means & Associates, Legacy Financial Group, 
and Eastern Illini Benefits Group are not affiliates or subsidiaries 

of MML Investors Services, Inc. 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative Board of Directors 
held its regular monthly meet- 
ing on April 18, 2000, in the 
French L. Fraker Boardroom at 
the cooperative’s headquarters 
in Paxton. 

Minutes of the regular board 
meeting and executive session 
held March 28 were approved. 

The March 31, 2000, state¬ 
ment of revenues and expenses 
including the following infor¬ 
mation was approved: Total Op¬ 
erating Revenues $1,595,627, 
Total Operating Expenses 
$417,156, Total Operating & 
Fixed Expenses $1,660,372, Net 
Operating Income ($64,745), 
Net Income ($61,700) and 
Year-To-Date Net Income 
$88,643. 

During March, 82 members 
joined the cooperative and 81 
terminated their memberships. 

A report of the April 3 An¬ 
nual Meeting Planning Com¬ 
mittee was given by Committee 
Chairman Larry Knox. The an¬ 
nual meeting will be held March 
17, 2001, at the Paxton- 

Buckley-Loda High School and 
25 $100 cash awards and an at¬ 
tendance gift will be given away. 
A catered lunch will be fur¬ 
nished and the Singing Men of 
CNN will provide entertain¬ 
ment. The board approved the 
report. 

Chairman of the Board 
Chesnut indicated the regular 
board meeting of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives will be held April 20 and 
he will give a report at next 
month’s meeting. 

Director Ludwig advised that 
the Soyland Power Cooperative 
board meeting will be held April 
19; therefore, he did not have 
an activities report. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved amending Policy 310 - 
Retirement Plan - Employees, 
making a donation to the Illi¬ 
nois Foundation FFA, contrib¬ 
uting to CFC’s Cooperative 
System Integrity Fund, and en¬ 
tering into a three phase inter¬ 
ruptible contract with Swissland 
Packing Co., Ashkum. 

President/CEO Champion 
provided the board with the fol¬ 
lowing information: the April 
10 essay contest had eight ex¬ 
traordinary finalists and was 
well attended, an April job 
training and safety report, a 
$21,015.58 dividend has been 
received from the Illinois Co¬ 
operative Workers Compensa¬ 
tion Group, and $33,134.33 in 
semi-annual interest on Capi¬ 
tal Term Certificates has been 
received from CFC. 

The board went into execu¬ 
tive session. 

After returning to open ses¬ 
sion, President/CEO Champion 
reported on Alert Security & 
Energy Services, Inc. and the El 
Benefits Group. In a written re¬ 
port, SkyQuest Manager Dave 
Lithgow reported on SkyQuest 
and El Schippert WaterCare ac¬ 
tivities. IlliCom Net Service 
Manager Kevin Osterbur sum¬ 
marized the Internet business 
initiatives in a written report. 

March financial reports for 
Eastern Illini Services Corpora¬ 
tion were not available and will 
be presented at the May meet¬ 
ing. 

There being no further busi¬ 
ness to come before the board, 
the meeting was adjourned. 

Look before you lop 
Amazing how those hedges 

and shrubs grow this time of 
year — isn’t it? The electric 
shears are at work trimming, 
pruning, shaping and cutting 
hundreds of extension cords. Try 

to avoid cutting your extension 
cords by using heavy-duty, 
bright orange ones. But if it does 
happen, remember that one end 
of the severed cord is a live wire 
that can cause serious injury. 

Immediately unplug the cord 
from the wall outlet. For maxi¬ 
mum safety, buy a new cord in¬ 
stead of trying to repair the old 
one. And next time, look before 
you lop. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of 
life in the under-served rural community. 
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ELECTRIC NEWS 
L Touchstone Energy* Cooperative 

IlllNI 
PAXTON, ILLINOIS 

217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Apply for an 8% El EC loan 
New Products Available 

The EIEC loan program will provide financing for electric heat, a standby 
generator, a service entrance upgrade or an El Schippert WaterCare water soft¬ 
ener water filtration or reverse osmosis system. 

Effective July 1,2000, the EIEC loan program interest rate will be 8% per annum. 
The interest rates for the EIEC loan program will be subject to change at the first of 
each year and quarterly thereafter, and will reflect the cooperative’s cost of money. 

You can reduce your energy bills through the installation of more energy efficient 
equipment and take advantage of EIEC’s competitive 40 electric heat rate or the 50 
interruptible rate. 

Moreover, you can improve the safety, reliability and value of your home. 
If you qualify, EIEC will lend you the money at the low rate of 8% and add the 

payments to your monthly electric bills. 
Borrow up to the following amounts: 

★ $10,OCX) for a geothermal system 
★ $5,000 for an all-electric heat installation 
★ $3,000 for an add-on heat pump 
★ $3,000 for an El Schippert WaterCare water softener, 

water filtration or reverse osmosis system 
★ $10,000 for a stand-by generator* 
★ $600/$l,200 for a service entrance upgrade** 

* Account must be on intemipMe single-phase orintemiptible large power rate 

** Must accompany electric heat or water heater installation 

For details, contact ElEC’s Marketing Services Department. 
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Meents takes monster truck 

world championship 
A Tom Meents and his truck 

in serious competition. He 
notes that he’s never been hurt, 
but that he’s climbed out of the 
vehicle with a few aching 
muscles, on occasion. 

Tom Meents is pictured with ^ 
his wife, Debi, and their * 
daughter, Hannah, who is the 
boss of the operation. 

Tom Meents is a truck driver and, 
like many truckers, he gets around. 
One day you may see him in Vegas, 
and a day or two later, he may be in 
L. A., or Sacramento, or Fresno. 

Tom is a truck driver with a big 
difference, though; a short-haul 
driver if ever there was one. He 
drives his big rig in stadiums all over 
the country and an average run 
might well take some 30 seconds. 
Talk about a part-time job! 

He drives monster trucks, those 
strange agglomerations of skeletal 
frame, flimsy body, massive engines 
and humongous tires that thrill au¬ 
diences from coast to coast. Tom has 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

won major competitions in his big 
rig, and recently won a world cham¬ 
pionship in Las Vegas. And he’s kept 
busy ever since. No doubt he’ll add 
more trophies to his collection soon. 

His truck, which is sponsored by 
wrestling, has the name “Goldberg” 
emblazoned down the length of each 
side, in letters about as big as you 
can make them without running out 
of space. What’s left of the truck’s 
surface has received a wild paint job. 

■ JULY 2000 

His cousin, Rob Knell, drives an¬ 
other, similar truck named Bulldozer. 

Tom, who was born and raised in 
Paxton, notes that he starts out with 
a 540-cubic-inch fuel-injected en¬ 
gine, and rebuilds it completely. 
Many of the steel parts are replaced 
with aluminum components, to keep 
weight down and enable things to 
move faster. 

His Dad, Bill, does much of the 
engine work. By the time he’s 
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worked his magic, and added a su¬ 
percharger, he’ll have some $35,000 
in the engine, and it’ll put out about 
1,600 horsepower. “Dad’s really im¬ 
portant to our operation,” Tom says, 
“and we couldn’t have had the suc¬ 
cess we’ve had without his hard 
work.” 

While it’s cranking with all those 
horses Bill corralled in it, it’ll burn 
about five gallons of alcohol a sec¬ 
ond! 

“The front axle is from a Case 
tractor,” Tom says, “and we’ve modi¬ 
fied it quite a bit to make it fit our 
needs. When we get done, we’ll 
have a 26” suspension travel. In the 
back, we’ve put in 22.5:1 gears.” 

One of the most notable features 
of Tom’s big rig is its tires. And while 
you’d think a vehicle that receives 
the best of everything would get 
brand new “shoes,” that’s not the 
case at all. Tom scours the country¬ 
side for used tires. 

“We like worn tires,” he explains, 
“because they weigh less than new 
ones, and we like to cut our weight 
whenever wre can. We have a friend 
cut away some of the excess and re¬ 
shape the cleats to improve trac¬ 
tion.” Even buying used tires; Tom 
manages to invest some $2,000 for 
each one. 

Tom notes that his truck, like all 
in its category, lacks a bit in the way 
of creature comforts, but is loaded 
with safety features. 

He has a massive seat belt and 
shoulder harness, of course, and he 
wears a truly impressive helmet. The 
truck has an automatic “kill switch,” 
to shut down the engine in case of 
emergency. 

The safety equipment seems to 
work. “I’ve never hurt myself,” Tom 
says, “but I’ve often climbed out of 
my truck with some stiffness in my 

joints and stiffness in my muscles. 
Doing a really good, crowd-pleasing 
routine takes a lot out of you.” 

Tom notes that while he does the 
driving, he has a lot of help with the 
mechanical work on the truck, and 
other kinds of support. “My wife, 
Debi, was a nurse,” he says, “and 
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A Tom is pictured in the 
driver's seat. Things 

aren't this serene when he's 
doing a routine. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr., 
President/CEO of Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative, sits at the 
wheel. BT 

she quit that job to help. She does a 
lot of running for parts, and she does 
the bookkeeping, too. Our daugh¬ 
ter, Hannah, is actually the boss of 
the operation, though.” 

Those who want to follow Tom’s 
exploits can look for him on TNN, 
where he appears frequently. 
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You are cordially invited to be our guest at the 

Fire on the Prairie Air Festival 
Two Great Weekends of Family Fun 

Aug. 4-6 and Aug. 11-13, 2000, Rautoul, IL 

Fun for the whole family! 

^ Balloons, Balloons, Balloons 
^ Circus and Carnival 
^ Fox Kids Club 
if Family Entertainment 
if Food and other activities 

if Two adult tickets per member FREE 
if Kids 14 and under are free 
if Come see the Touchstone Energy Balloon 
if Stop by the Eastern lllini Family Venue 

Tent for a special gift 

TICKETS must be reserved by July 15. 

Limited number of tickets are available. 
(Tickets are $5 at the gate) 

TO RESERVE YOUR FREE TICKETS, 
CALL (800) 236-9263 

Check out www.eiec.org updates and information. 
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yj5’BENEFITS 
GROUP 

The Eastern Illini Benefits Group (EIBG) is an affiliate of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
partnering with David J. Means and Associates, Legacy Financial Group. Our primary goal is to 
provide value-added services to EIBG members and affiliates to meet their business and per¬ 
sonal objectives. 

PERSONAL PLANNING 
^ Individual and Family Health Insurance 

Estate Analysis 
IRA/Retirement Planning 
Salary Income Continuation 

^ Personal Disability Income Insurance 
^ Annuities 

Personal & Charitable Giving 
•jf Long Term Care 

COMPANY PLANNING 
Group Medical Insurance 

^ Group Life Insurance 
^ Group Disability Income Insurance 

Section 125 Cafeteria Plans 
Voluntary Benefit Options 
Pension Plan — Keogh, 401 (k) 

^ Executive Group Carve-out 
^ Profit Sharing 
^ Bonus Plan 
^ Deferred Compensation 
^ Split Dollar 

Call an i Benefits Group 
representative 

toll free at (888) 225-7929 
Securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc. 

A MassMutual Subsidiary, Supervisory Office: 
30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1400 

Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 984-1000 

David J. Means & Associates, Legacy Financial Group, 
and Eastern Illini Benefits Group are not affiliates or subsidiaries 

of MML Investors Services, Inc. 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative *1> 
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^ Schippert WaterCare 
^ is open for business!!! 

If you would like any information 
about any of the following 

products and services: 

Water Conditioning 
Water Filtration 

Solar Salt Delivery 
Water Testing 
Bottled Water 

Reverse Osmosis (R.O.) System 

Give us a call at (800) 236-9263 

FREE SATELLITE SYSTEM 
$25 INSTALLATION 

Call for details. 800-236-9263 

Dl RECTV® 
SATELLITE TV AT ITS BEST 

SkyQuest and DIRECTV* 330 W. Ottawa Paxton, IL 60957 • 800-236-9263 
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Safety first on the fourth 
It’s the favorite, flag-waving holiday that has something for everyone — parades, picnics, fun and games and lots to 

eat! 
It’s also the holiday that requires a little common sense from kids to grandparents. For example: 

^Make sure there’s always someone “in charge” of grills, campfires and barbecues. 

^ Appoint an “expert” to handle firework displays. 
^ Ask responsible adults or older teenagers to supervise sports and games for the kids. 

^Remind everyone to eat and drink sensibly and to drive home safely or designate a driver. 

So celebrate the “fourth” with safety in mind and enjoy all the festivities! 

* 

Fire Protection! 
Fire is the third leading cause of accidental 

death, with approximately 10 people dying in home 
fires a day! 

Even if you're asleep, can't get to the phone, or 
are away from your home, Alert's security systems 
provide round the clock monitoring of smoke and fire 
detectors to immediately notify your fire department 
of an unsuspected fire! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide 
home intrusion, environmental and health care moni¬ 
toring services, in addition to home automation life 
style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and 
more than just security! 

7 
© Alert Security 

& Energy Services, Inc. 
An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

is 

For more information call toll free 

1-877/572-5378 
Eastern 

Branch Office 
Illinois License # 127-001022 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 
Iji 

On May 23, the Eastern Illini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Board of Directors held 
its regular monthly meeting in the 
French L. Fraker Boardroom at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the regular board meet¬ 
ing and executive session held April 18 
were approved. 

The April 30, 2000, statement of 
revenues and expenses including the fol¬ 
lowing information was approved: To¬ 
tal Operating Revenues $1,587,263, 
Total Operating Expenses $345,574, 
Total Operating & Fixed Expenses 
$1,477,694, Net Operating Income 
$109,569, Net Income $133,317 and 
Year-To-Date Net Income $216,999. 

In April, 90 members joined the co¬ 
operative and 81 terminated their mem¬ 
berships. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut an¬ 
nounced that a Board/Staff Strategic 
Planning session will be conducted June 
12 and the Audit and Finance Commit¬ 
tee will meet June 20. 

A report of the April 20 and May 18 
Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives board meetings was given by Chair¬ 
man of the Board Chesnut. During the 
April 20 meeting, Federated Rural Elec¬ 
tric Insurance Exchange presented the 
AIEC with a $17,241 check, the AIEC 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2001 was fur¬ 
nished and it was announced that the 
Illinois Country Living magazine was 
judged as the “Best Periodical” in the 
competition sponsored by the Illinois 
Society of Association Executives. At 
the May 18 meeting, Jill Appell, State 
Director, USD A Rural Development, 
addressed the Board and discussed ru¬ 
ral development partnerships. The Fis¬ 

cal Year 2000-01 Budget was approved. 
Financial, Youth Tour, Touchstone En¬ 
ergy, deregulation developments, engi¬ 
neering and regulatory reports were 
presented. 

Highlights of the April 19 and May 

17 Soyland Power Cooperative board 
meeting were given by Director Ludwig. 
Director Loy and President/CEO Cham¬ 
pion also attended the meetings. A stra¬ 
tegic planning session will be held in 
Springfield July 18-19. Financial, energy 
summary, power supply, marketing and 
economic development reports were 
given. 

In other action, the board approved 
a refund of capital credits in the amount 
of $637,253.39. Former EIPC members 
will receive capital credits totaling 
$393,064.57 for 1971 and 1972, while 
former IEC members will receive 
$244,188.82 for the years 1965, 1966 
and 1972. Additionally, the board ap¬ 
proved amending Policy 306 - Insurance 
- Employees Hospitalization and Medi¬ 
cal Plan; amending Regulation 22 - 
EIEC Loans to Members; allowing 
members to purchase the El Schippert 
WaterCare product line through the 
EIEC loan program; changing the inter¬ 
est rate on EIEC loans to 8 percent; 
amending Rate 24 - Interruptible Large 
Power Service; entering into a three 
phase contract with Brett Lowe, 
Collison; entering into a maintenance 
service agreement for janitorial services 
for the headquarters building; and en¬ 
tering into a contract with M&M Mow¬ 
ing. 

President/CEO Champion provided 
the board with the following informa¬ 
tion: an Audit Report for the year ended 

December 31, 1999; a May job training 
and safety report; a $1,405.27 check has 
been received from Federated Rural 
Electric Insurance Exchange and total 
allocations of 1999 margins are 

$7,026.34; a $2,770 check has been re¬ 
ceived from Indiana Insurance Co. for 
PCB Treatment, Inc. cleanup; a $537.25 
check has been received from Central 
Area Data Processing and 1999 total al¬ 
locations are $1,074.49; a $34.94 pa¬ 
tronage capital check has been received 
from NRTC; a list of the 2000 IEC 
Memorial Scholarship winners; and a 
report from the CFC Boardroom. 

The board went into executive ses¬ 
sion. 

After returning to open session, 
President/CEO Champion reported on 
Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. 
and the El Benefits Group. SkyQuest 
Manager Dave Lithgow reported on 
SkyQuest and El Schippert WaterCare 
activities. In a written report, IlliCom 
Net Service Manager Kevin Osterbur 
highlighted the Internet business initia¬ 
tives. 

The financial reports for the new 
corporation Eastern Illini Services Cor¬ 
poration for February 29, 2000 were as 
follows: SkyQuest had a net income of 
($25,051.28) and IlliCom Telecommu¬ 
nications had a net income of 
($1,140.56). Financial reports for EISC 
for March 31, 2000 were: SkyQuest had 
a net income of ($37,956.62) and 
year-to-date was ($63,007.90) and 
IlliCom Telecommunications had a net 
income of ($9,614.54) and year-to-date 
was ($10,755.10). EISC financial reports 
for April 30, 2000, were: SkyQuest had 
a net income of ($18,093.72) and 
year-to-date was ($81,101.62) and 
IlliCom Telecommunications had a net 
income of ($7,141-80) and year-to-date 
was ($17,896.90). 

There being no further business to 
come before the board, the meeting was 
adjourned. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 
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Four tour Washing! 
Four area youths spent the week of June 16-23 exploring Washington D.C. The students met with 

Illinois congressional leaders and learned about their government during the annual “Youth to Wash¬ 
ington” tour. This event, sponsored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois, began in 
the late 1950s to introduce rural youths to our democratic form of government and cooperatives. 
Heather Alt of Hoopeston, Zhubin Gahvari of Champaign, Haley Toy of Beaverville and Andrea 
York of Hoopeston represented Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative. They met with Congressman 
Thomas Ewing on Capitol Hill and were among 55 rural Illinois youth leaders selected for the trip. 
In addition to the Capitol, students also visited Arlington National Cemetery, the National Cathe¬ 
dral, the Supreme Court, the Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, the 
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia and a number of other historical sites. Pictured are (1-r): Alt, Toy, 
Congressman Ewing, Gahvari, York. 

AUGUST 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16a 



The Dowells knew they’d need a new 
heating and cooling system for the 
large addition to their home, so they 
decided on geothermal. They note 
that they’re pleased with the low 
cost and high comfort level. 

Dowells host 
FIELD D 

Jef1 and Susie 
Jeff and Susie Dowell °pen house theu^6" 

are Picture* * 
hosted EIEC’s geothermal to°have theSkepHc-"Me® «laTrr h°m® Cow^ at (he geo'iT" 

er rheir sys(em jns« iha,he S a 

re ^tiding 
home. Moreover, the operating 
costs of the old units were ex- 

field day at their home 
southeast of Colfax on June 24. 
EIEC representatives, Bill 
Kupferschmid and Jeff Hurst of 
WaterFurnace were available to 
assist with the field day and an¬ 
swer questions. 

The home had a forced air oil 
furnace when they bought it 
from Jeff’s mother after his fa¬ 
ther passed away. Not long af¬ 
ter they moved into the home, 
plans began to evolve for a 
room addition. The Dowells 
knew they were going to replace 
the old air conditioner and oil 
furnace. With the increased size 
of their home, the old system 
was not going to have sufficient 
output to heat or cool the 

mal 

cessive. 
“I’m a real skeptic and re¬ 

searched the question of a geo¬ 
thermal system extensively,” 
said Jeff. “I went to several open 
houses and talked to folks that 
had installed geothermal sys¬ 
tems in their homes and became 
convinced that a geothermal 
system was the way to go.” The 
system heats, cools and provides 
domestic hot water. 

He thought the comfort and 
economy of operation would 
both be in his favor. Jeff talked 
to Kupferschmid of Forrest and 

Pontiac. Kupferschmid gave him 
a bid and has worked with Jeff 
coordinating the installation. 
He has replaced the old units 
and will get duct run for the new 
addition as well. Their 
WaterFurnace geothermal sys¬ 
tem has been operating since 
about April 1. 

“We love it.” Jeff said. “The 
electric consumption is less and 
the comfort of the system is 
something we have really no¬ 
ticed.” 
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Competitively priced 
LONG DISTANCE with a local touch. 

With Eastern lllini Long Distance, 
simple is better! 
Superior quality. 

Competitive rates. 
Worry free long distance. 

Local service. 

Experience the difference a local long distance 
company can make! 

Call today! 

Toll free (877) 658-EILD (3453). 
4 Eastern lllini Long Distance 
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Fire on the Prairie Air Festival 
Aug. 4-6 and Aug. 11-13,2000, Rautoul, IL 

T 

► 

► 

► 

► 

► 

Schedule of Events 
Friday, August 4,4 -10 p.m. 

Carnival, Food Vendors, Arts & Crafts, Go Carts 
Interactive Kids Land 

“Live Line” Electrical Safety Demonstration 
Music Entertainment at the Pia’s Stage 
Mini Air Show (Media Event) 

Sport Balloon Fun Fly Launch 
Singing Men of ‘GNN at the Eastern lllini Stage 

Saturday, August 5,200010-10 p.m. 
Carnival, Food Vendors, Arts & Crafts, Go Carts 

Interactive Kids Land 

Touchstone Energy Lineman’s Competition 
Motorcycle Show 

“Live Line” Electrical Demonstration 
Aerospace Museum Tours 

Fox Kid’s Club at the Eastern lllini Stage 
Man Bird’s Demonstration 
Air Show Featuring A-10’s Tank Hunter Team 
“Higher Ground” at the Eastern lllini Stage 
Music Entertainment at the Pia’s Stage 
Sport Balloon Fun Fly Launch 

Balloon Night Glow, Touchstone Balloon 

Sunday, August 6,200010-10 p.m. 
Carnival, Food Vendors, Arts & Crafts, Go Carts 
Interactive Kids Land Go Carts (Additional Fee) 
Motorcycle Show 

“Live Line” Electrical Demonstration 
Aerospace Museum Tours 
Magic Show at the Eastern lllini Stage 
Man Bird’s Demonstration 
Air Show Featuring A-10’s Tank Hunter Team 
Music Entertainment at the Pia’s Stage 
Sport Balloon Fun Fly Launch 

C.D.G. Pole Grab Competition - Balloon Race 3 
Gospel Jamboree at the Eastern lllini Stage 
Special Shapes and Regular Balloon Night Glow 

Friday, August 11,4-10 p.m. 
Carnival, Food Vendors, Arts & Crafts, Go Carts 
Interactive Kids Land, Circus 

Antique Tractor Show 
Music Entertainment at the Pia’s Stage 

Sport Balloon Launch - Race 1 

“Elvis” Live at the Eastern lllini Stage 
Special Shapes and Regular Balloon Night Glow 

Saturday, August 12,200010 -10 p.m. 
Carnival, Food Vendors, Arts & Crafts, Go Carts 

Interactive Kids Land, Circus 

Balloon Competition Race 2 

Antique Tractor Show 
Car Show and Corvette Racing 

Aerospace Museum Tours 
NBA Jam Van 

Firefighter Competition 
Music Entertainment at the Pia’s Stage 

p- Sunday, August 13,200010-10 p.m. 
Carnival, Food Vendors, Arts & Crafts, Go Carts 

Interactive Kids Land, Circus 
Antique Tractor Show 
Car Show 

Aerospace Museum Tours 

NBA Jam Van 

Firefighter Competition Finals 

Music Entertainment at the Pia’s Stage 
Balloon Flight and Final Balloon Race 

Band Entertainment at the Eastern lllini Stage 

To reserve your 2 FREE tickets, 
call:(800) 236-9263 

Check out www.eiec.org 
for event updates. 
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if Benefits Group 
l Benefits Group was formed to 
help you grow and protect your 
hard-earned assets. We'll offer 

you creative solutions for wealth 
accumulation and preservation. 

4 Benefits Group also provides 
employee benefits services as 

well as employee planning. 

(888) 225-7929 

Do you want to save money on groceries? 

Do you want brighter, longer-lasting clothes? 

Do you want to reduce your utility bill? 

Would you like your water tested for free? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, contact 

< Schippert WaterCare. 
(800) 236-9263 ^ 
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The best things in life are free. 
Including DiRECTV. 

Call SkyQuest today to find out 
how you can get a free DIRECTV 
Satellite System, plus $100 off a 

professional installation. 

(800) 236-9263 
SkyQuest’ 

WIN a trip for two! 

CHECK OUT “THE GEOTHERMAL DIFFERENCE JJ 

AT ONE OF THESE CONTRACTORS, AND YOU COULD BE ON 
YOUR WAY TO NASHVILLE, BRANSON, OR LAS VEGAS. 

L.D. Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Bauer Comfort Center 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Duden and Silver 
Houston Plumbing & Heating 
Hovlen Heating & Cooling 
R & M Electric 
Boyce Electric 
Design Air 

Charleston (217) 345-9633 
Cissna Park (815) 457-2589 
Forrest (815) 657-8147 
Gifford (217) 568-7954 
Paxton (217) 379-2329 
Thomasboro (217) 643-2125 
Watseka (815) 432-4062 
Cissna Park (815) 457-2700 
Decatur (217) 429-1105 

All customers in the Eastern Illini service territory that purchase a geothermal system between the 
dates of 4/1/00 and 12/31/00 are eligible for a drawing for a trip for two to either Nashville, Branson, 
or Las Vegas. Winning trip to Las Vegas includes airfare, accommodations and some entertainment; 
while trips to Nashville and Branson include accommodations and some entertainment. Program is 
sponsored by Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, Paxton, IE (800) 824-5102. 
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were to catch fire while you are away, who would call for help? If a burglar 
decided to make you a victim, who would call for help? 

The answer: Alert Security. Our state of the art systems are designed 
to protect your family, your home, and your personal property. Whether you 
are home or not, your system will call for help. 

Alert Security systems are wireless and provide the protection 
necessary for the safekeeping of your loved ones and your property. 
Installation only takes a couple of hours and the cost is minimal. 

Be sure to call today and schedule a FREE in home Life Safety Survey. 
You will sleep better! 

If you have any questions or would like 
information about Alert’s Security Systems, 

ptease catI. 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

1-877-572-5378 
Eastern lilini 

Branch Office 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

www.goaiert.com 

E-Commerce made easy 
Have you thought about selling your products on the Web but don’t know where to begin? 
IlliCom’s e-commerce solution can help you 
every step of the way by providing you with: 
► An affordable way to sell products 

on line 
► Customized templates (no html knowl¬ 

edge required) 
► A variety of packages to choose from 
► Technical support 
^ Plus it’s easy to use! 

Contact IlliCom today to find out how you 
can sell your products on-line. 

(800) 236-9263 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative Board of Directors held 
its regular monthly meeting on 
June 27, 2000, in the French L. 
Fraker Boardroom at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton. 

Minutes of the regular board 
meeting and executive session 
held May 23 were approved. 

The May 31, 2000, statement 
of revenues and expenses includ¬ 
ing the following information was 
approved: Total Operating Rev¬ 
enues $1,426,514, Total Operating 
Expenses $385,797, Total Operat¬ 
ing & Fixed Expenses $1,628,909, 
Net Operating Income ($202,395), 
Net Income ($196,647) and 
Year-To-Date Net Income 
$20,352. 

During May, 82 members 
joined the cooperative and 70 ter¬ 
minated their memberships. 

Committee Chairman Aden 
gave a report of the June 20 Audit 
and Finance Committee meeting. 
In accordance with the 
cooperative’s bylaws, the commit¬ 
tee examined the accounts of the 
cooperative and reviewed expense 
statements, disbursements and 
supporting data. All accounts were 
found to be in order. The commit¬ 
tee also reviewed the 1999 Audit 
prepared by Kerber, Eck and 
Braeckel LLP and a proposal to 
perform the 2000 and 2001 audit. 
The committee recommended ac¬ 

cepting the 1999 Audit and ap¬ 
proving the KEB proposal to per¬ 
form the 2000 and 2001 audit. The 
board approved the committee’s 
recommendations. 

A summary of the June 15 As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives board meeting was 
provided by Chairman Chesnut. 
Financial, nominating committee, 
deregulation developments, engi¬ 
neering and regulatory reports 
were presented. 

Director Ludwig reviewed the 
June 21 Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive board meeting. Alternate 
Director Loy and President/CEO 
Champion also attended. The first 
meeting of the Continental Co¬ 
operative Services will be held 
October 24 in Springfield. Finan¬ 
cial, energy summary, power sup¬ 
ply, marketing and economic 
development reports were given. 

The EIEC board selected Di¬ 
rector Ludwig as the CCS Direc¬ 
tor and President/CEO Champion 
as the CCS Alternate Director. 

Chairman Chesnut announced 
that the AIEC annual meeting 
would be held August 3-4 in 
Springfield. Chairman Chesnut 
was selected as the AIEC director 
and Director Byers as the alter¬ 
nate director. Director Byers will 
serve as the delegate to the AIEC 
annual meeting and Director 
Ludwig will serve as the alternate. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 

proved the 2000-2005 Strategic 
Plan, an amendment to the Ser¬ 
vice Area Agreement with CIPS, 
paying the AIEC dues assessment, 
entering into interruptible con¬ 
tracts with Remington Seeds and 
Midwest Poultry, a three phase ser¬ 
vice agreement with Jim and 
Bonnie Knight, and tower leases 
with WPXN and Arrow Medical 
Services. 

Director Day reported on the 
May 24 all employee and safety 
meeting he attended. President/ 
CEO Champion furnished a com¬ 
prehensive report on June job 
training and safety activities. 

The board went into executive 
session. 

After returning to open session, 
President/CEO Champion reported 
on Alert Security & Energy Ser¬ 
vices, Inc. and the Cooperative 
Balloon Associates. Dave Means 
furnished information on the El 
Benefits Group. An update on 
SkyQuest and El Schippert activi¬ 
ties was given by SkyQuest Man¬ 
ager Dave Lithgow. IlliCom Net 
Service Manager Kevin Osterbur 
provided information on the 
Internet business initiatives. 

The financial reports for East¬ 
ern Illini Services Corporation for 
May 31, 2000 were as follows: 
SkyQuest had a net income of 
($43,064*28) and IlliCom Tele¬ 
communications had a net income 
of ($12,495.11). 

The next board of directors 
meeting will be held Monday, July 
17, 2000. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of 
life in the under-served rural community. 
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STERN ILUNI 
217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Competitively priced 

LONG DISTANCE with a local touch. 

With Eastern lllini Long Distance, 
simple is better! 
Superior quality. 

Competitive rates. 
Worry free long distance. 

Local service. 

Experience the difference a local long distance 
company can make! 

Call today! 

Toll free (877) 658-EILD (3453). 
^Eastern lllini Long Distance 
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A Bill and Carolyn Quinlan are pictured with a big kettle full of flowers and a small portion of their 
garden. 

Carolyn Quinlan of rural Rantoul 
has a green thumb that just won’t 
quit, and a flower garden that many 
a nurseryman might well envy. 

She and her husband, Bill, man¬ 
age to keep busy on their four-plus 
acres that surround a magnificent 
farmhouse that was built, as nearly 
as they can tell, in 1927. They’ve 
lived there 28 years. 

The house, like many its age, is 
surrounded by large old shade trees. 
Like many, it has flowers around it. 
Unlike many, it has flowers of just 
about any kind imaginable (includ¬ 
ing a prickly-pear cactus), all over 
the yard. 

“I’ve always loved flowers,” 
Carolyn says with a smile, “but I 

didn’t really have the time to do as 
much with them as I’d have liked 
to. When they closed Chanute Air 
Force Base, where I worked, I took 
early retirement. That enabled me 
to spend as much time in my flower 
beds as I’d wanted to.” 

And she’s made good use of the 
time, growing flowers virtually ev¬ 
erywhere. “I have a vegetable gar¬ 
den,” she says, “and I grow quite a 
variety in it. I have beans, beets, 
kohlrabi, cucumbers, carrots, let¬ 
tuce, tomatoes and onions, as well 
as strawberries and potatoes.” 

She also grows watermelons, can¬ 
taloupes, gourds and pumpkins. 

“I take the pumpkins and gourds, 
clean them up and shellac them, and 

make arrangements in baskets out 
of them. I give them to family and 
friends,” she remarks. 

Interestingly, her large vegetable 
garden is undergoing a transforma¬ 
tion. Some time ago, she started 
omitting an occasional row of 
veggies, and planted flowers in their 
place. Now, the garden is an inter¬ 
esting mix of vegetable garden and 
flower bed. 

While she has several plants that 
need to be replanted, she also takes 
advantage of the abundance of seeds 
she gets from all her flowers. She 
sows them by the handful around 
the edges of the buildings on the 
farmstead. She has a particularly 
solid stand of hollyhocks around one 
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^ From left, Carolyn Quinlan, 
Jeannie Kingston, EIEC 
manager of administrative 
services and Wm. David 
Champion, Jr., President/CEO 
of EIEC, admire the Quinlan 
place. 

barn. Other seeds get planted in 
neat rows in her flower beds, or in 
old iron kettles, buckets, or just 
about anything else that will hold 
soil. 

Carolyn notes that some of her 
best flowers grow on the site of an 
old corn crib. “We had it taken out,” 
she says, “and it took about 11 truck- 
loads to get rid of all the concrete. 
Then we had to have a little dirt 
trucked in, but not much. The soil 
that had been under the crib had 
never been planted before, so it pro¬ 
duces really good flowers.” 

While Carolyn is the main flower 
enthusiast in the family, Bill has 
plenty of opportunities to help out, 
and he notes that he pitches in to 
the best of his ability, when needed. 
He retired not long ago after 36 
years with Alltel, the telephone 
company. 

Although Carolyn keeps busy 
planting and sowing and weeding 
and watering and generally 
TLC’ing, she finds time to do other 
things, too. She still works a little, 
cleaning a local bank every evening, 
and taking care of grandchildren 
when she can. 

The Quinlans have five children 
and eight grandkids. They take care 
of Coty, 8, every day, and a couple 
of granddaughters Candace and 
Nadine on a regular basis. 

Retirement for the Quinlans has 
turned out to be more a redirection 
of energies than a real retirement, 
but a welcome redirection, it seems! 

M Carolyn has 
made good use of 
these barn window 
boxes to add a little 
color to an 
otherwise blank 
wall. 

A stand of mixed 
flowers adorns a 
barn. ^ 
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Reasons to install 
a geothermal system 

^ Most efficient system for heating, cooling 
& domestic hot water 
► High comfort level 

► Easy control 
► Low maintenance 
► Completely safe 

> Superior humidity control 
> No unsightly outdoor equipment 

> Increased property value 
> Environmentally friendly 
► Proven track record 

The extraordinary geothermal system will heat and cool your home inexpensively, cleanly, effi¬ 
ciently and safely. It provides domestic hot water and it’s good for the environment. Moreover, there 
are no flames and no carbon monoxide. 

Warmth naturally stored within the soil is drawn into your home in the winter and the process is 
reversed to cool it in the summer. The system produces four times more energy than it uses and you 
could save between 40 to 70 percent or more on your monthly heating bills. 

With a geothermal system, you can also take advantage of EIEC’s 4 cent electric heat rate and 
control your future energy costs. 

To finance a geothermal system in a new or existing home, you can apply for an 8 percent EIEC 
loan. If you qualify, you can have the payments added to your monthly electric bills. 

For more information, contact 
EIEC’s Marketing Services Department. 
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Start your 
own 
business 
today. 
With IlliCom 
Telecommunications you put 
your items on the Internet for sale 
today. It’s that simple. IlliCom offers: 

► An affordable way to sell products on the Internet 
► Customized templates (no html knowledge required) 

► A variety of packages to choose from 
► Personalized customer support 

► Plus it’s easy to use! 

To find out how you can start your 
own business on the Internet, contact 

IlliCom at (800) 236-9263; (217) 379-2155 

Do you want to save money on groceries? 

Do you want brighter, longer-lasting clothes? 

Do you want to reduce your utility bill? 

Would you like your water tested for free? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, contact 

Schippert WaterCare. 
^ (800) 236-9263 ^ 
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WJJ J a trip for two! 
CHECK OUT 

a THE GEOTHERMAL DIFFERENCE 
AT ONE OF THESE CONTRACTORS, AND YOU COULD BE ON 
YOUR WAY TO NASHVILLE, BRANSON, OR LAS VEGAS. 

L.D. Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Bauer Comfort Center 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Duden and Silver 
Houston Plumbing & Heating 
Hovlen Heating & Cooling 
R & M Electric 
Boyce Electric 
Design Air 

Charleston (217) 345-9633 
Cissna Park (815) 457-2589 
Forrest (815) 657-8147 
Gifford (217) 568-7954 
Paxton (217) 379-2329 
Thomasboro (217) 643-2125 
Watseka (815) 432-4062 
Cissna Park (815) 457-2700 
Decatur (217) 429-1105 

All customers in the Eastern Illini service territory that purchase a geothermal system between the dates 
of 4/1/00 and 12/31/00 are eligible for a drawing for a trip for two to either Nashville, Branson, or Las 
Vegas. Winning trip to Las Vegas includes airfare, accommodations and some entertainment; while 
trips to Nashville and Branson include accommodations and some entertainment. Program is spon¬ 
sored by Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, Paxton, IE (800) 824-5102. 

£f Benefits Group 
Benefits Group was formed to help 

you grow and protect your hard- 
earned assets. We'll offer you 
creative solutions for wealth 

accumulation and preservation. 

Benefits Group also provides 
employee benefits services as well 

as employee planning. 

(888) 225-7929 
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Play it safe during harvest! 
While today’s time saving and cost effi¬ 

cient farm machinery gives farmers many 

advantages, safety is an increasing concern 

- especially around power lines. There 

should be ample clearance for combines, 

pickers, balers, end loaders, augers or any 

other equipment you’re moving around the 

farm. As you get busy with farming opera¬ 

tions, please take extra precautions and 

keep these safety practices in mind: 

► Lower all equipment before passing near 
or beneath power lines. 

Have an individual spot for you when 
moving equipment. 

► Wear appropriate protective equipment. 

Make sure workers are well trained and 
point out potential danger areas. 

► Keep shields in place. 

Shut off equipment before fixing or un¬ 
clogging. 

► Avoid guy wires. Running into these 
weakens the support for power lines. 

► Take breaks to maintain alertness and reduce fatigue. 

Take steps to ensure a safe and productive harvest 

Planning to dig — Call JULIE 
Planning to dig or disturb the 

earth — call JULIE toll free at (800) 
892-0123 at least two working days 
prior to breaking ground. The call 
and the service are free to those 
planning to dig. 

When requesting a JULIE locate, 
provide the name, telephone num¬ 
ber, county, township or town, clos¬ 
est town and distance, section 
number, excavation site address, 
nearest cross road and the type of 

work being performed. You will need 
to keep the information you receive 
from the operator until the work is 
completed. 

The location of EIEC under¬ 
ground power cables will be marked 
with either red flags or red spray 
paint. It is the responsibility of the 
owner to inform the excavator of any 
underground power cables that are 
not owned by EIEC. 

Be responsible and work safely — call JULIE at (800) 892-0123 before you dig 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The regular monthly meeting of 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
was held July 17, 2000, in the French 
L. Fraker Boardroom at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton. 

Minutes of the regular board 
meeting and executive session held 
June 27 were approved. 

The June 30, 2000, statement of 
revenues and expenses including the 
following information was ap¬ 
proved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,515,724, Total Operating Ex¬ 
penses $362,839, Total Operating & 
Fixed Expenses $1,622,486, Net 

Operating Income ($106,762), Net 
Income ($101,983) and Year-To-Date 
Net Income ($81,631). 

In June, 101 members joined the 
cooperative and 98 terminated their 
memberships. 

Chairman Chesnut indicated the 
Region V meeting would be held Sep¬ 
tember 19-21 in Springfield. The 
board selected Director Anderson as 
the NRECA voting delegate and Di¬ 
rector Byers as the alternate. Direc¬ 
tor Byers will serve as the CFC voting 
delegate and Director Anderson will 
serve as the alternate. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 

proved writing off $43,428.13 of 
uncollectible accounts. 

The board was furnished with an 
in-depth July job training and safety 
report and an update on litigation 
activities by President/CEO Cham¬ 
pion. 

President/CEO Champion gave a 
review of Alert Security &. Energy 
Services Inc. and the El Benefits 
Group operations. A summary of 
SkyQuest and El Schippert activities 
was given by SkyQuest Manager 
Dave Lithgow. IlliCom Net Service 
Manager Kevin Osterbur furnished 
information on the Internet busi¬ 
ness initiatives. 

The next board of directors meet¬ 
ing will be held Monday, August 21, 
2000. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

The best things in life are free. 
Including DIRECTV. 

Call SkyQuest today to find out 
how you can get a free DIRECTV 
Satellite System, plus $100 off a 

professional installation. 

(800) 236-9263 
SkyQuest' 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of 
life in the under-served rural community. 
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STERN ILUNI 
ELECTRIC NEWS PAXTON, ILLINOIS 
www.eiec.org A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 

Nominating committee to meet November 1 
Members of the 2001 Nominat¬ 

ing Committee were invited to attend 
the August 21 Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative board of directors meet¬ 
ing to observe the board in action. 
The 11 member board is charged with 
the tremendous responsibility of es¬ 
tablishing policies, implementing rates 
and guiding the operation of a $47 
million corporation. 

The Nominating Committee will 
meet November 1,2000, to select can¬ 
didates for the nominating commit¬ 
tee election in Districts 5, 7, and 9 
that will be conducted by mail ballot¬ 
ing during December. The commit¬ 
tee will also nominate candidates for 
director elections in Districts 1,4 and 
8 that will be elected at the March 17, 
2001, annual meeting in Paxton. Di¬ 
rectors presently serving in those dis¬ 
tricts are Larry Knox of Dewey, 
District 1; Harold M. Toy of 
Beaverville, District 4; and Charles 
D. Day, Jr. of Bement, District 8. If 
nominated, incumbent directors Loy 
and Day will seek re-election. Because 
of other commitments, Director Knox 
will not seek re-election. 

The Nominating Committee pro¬ 
cess is conducted in accordance with 

the following provisions of the 
Cooperative’s bylaws, Article III, 
Section 3.6: Nominations: 

“Candidates for the Board of Di¬ 
rectors shall be nominated by a Nomi¬ 
nating Committee, elected by the 
members as hereinbefore provided 
in Section 3.5, Nominating Commit¬ 
tee, and, in addition hereto, other 
candidates for the Board of Directors 
may be nominated by petition signed 
by not less than twenty-five (25) 
members and filed with Secretary of 
the Cooperative not less than 
forty-five (45) days prior to the an¬ 
nual meeting of members. Nomina¬ 
tions from the floor shall not be 
permitted. The Nominating Commit¬ 
tee shall prepare and post at the prin¬ 
cipal office of the Cooperative at least 
thirty (30) days before the Annual 
Meeting a list of nominations for di¬ 
rectors and the Secretary shall post, 
at the same time and place, the names 
of candidates duly nominated by pe¬ 
tition. 

A specimen ballot marked 'Ballot 
for Directors’ containing the names 
and addresses of all nominees listed 
in the order determined by lot con¬ 
ducted by the Board of Directors of 

the Cooperative shall be printed in 
or mailed with the notice of the meet¬ 
ing. The Secretary shall also have 
printed in or mailed with the said 
notice of the meeting or separately 
not less than ten (10) days prior to 
said annual meeting, a statement of 
the number of directors to be elected 
and the district from which they are 
to be elected and showing separately 
the nominations made by the Nomi¬ 
nating Committee and the nomina¬ 
tions made by petition. The members 
may, at any meeting at which a direc¬ 
tor shall be removed, as herein pro¬ 
vided, elect his or her successor 
without compliance with the forego¬ 
ing provisions with respect to nomi¬ 
nations. Notwithstanding anything 
contained in this Section, failure to 
comply with any of the provisions of 
this Section shall not affect, in any 
manner whatsoever, the validity of 
any election of directors or any ac¬ 
tion taken by the Board of Directors 
after the election of directors. ’’ 

If you are interested in serving on 
the Nominating Committee or being 
a director, please contact one of the 
following Nominating Committee 
members: 

Nominating Committee 
Dist. 1 - Wayne F. Apperson, 699 County Road 3600N, Foosland, IL 61845 
Dist. 2 - Terry Bose, R. R. 1, Box 24, Anchor., IL 61720 
Dist. 3 - Lavon C. Blasey, R. R. 2, Box 109, Clifton, IL 60927 
Dist. 4 - Michael Caise, 2448 E 2900N Rd., Beaverville, IL 60912 
Dist. 5 - John Wilkening, 800 N1448E Rd., Cissna Park, IL 60924 
Dist. 6 * James Weston, 17970 Attica Rd., Rossville, IL 60963 
Dist. 7 - Duane Schluter, 2536 County Road 3100N, Penfield, IL 61862 
Dist. 8' David Schmidt, 1496 E 600N Rd., Ivesdale, IL 61851 
Dist. 9 - Richard L. Davis, 158 County Road 2000E, Longview, IL 61852 
Southern Dist. At Large - Carl Bialeschki, 939 County Road 400N, Tolono, IL 61880 
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Lorraine, Bob and Emily McElwain 

October 5 
1-7 p.m. 

To Fisher 
7.0 miles 

Rantoui 
3000 N 

2700 N 2700 N 

Thomasboro 

BOB & LORRAINE Bob and Lorraine 

McElwain have selected the 

extraordinary WaterFurnace 

geothermal heating, cooling 

and water heating system for 

their 22-year-old home near 

Thomasboro. 

“Two years ago, I began 

researching heating and 

cooling systems because 

our home’s original pro¬ 

pane system was not very 

efficient and the cost of 

propane continued to 

fluctuate,” said Bob. “We 

also visited several of 

EIEC’s field days, the 

University of Illinois 

Home Show, and talked 

(Continued on page 16c) 

Visit the 
Me El warns 
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(Continued from page 16b) 

to others who had installed the 
system.” 

Bob added, “Our analysis indi¬ 
cated that the geothermal system 
was the most efficient system 
available and it’s environmentally 
friendly too.” “I have allergies,” 
said Lorraine, “So I am really look¬ 
ing forward to the new geother¬ 
mal system that is very clean with 
almost no dust.” 

“After working with Ed Hoveln 
of Hoveln Heating & Cooling, 

Thomasboro, we learned there 
would be a savings of $80 to $100 
per month on our heating and 
cooling costs,” said Bob. “We will 
also be able to take advantage of 
EIEC’s four cent electric heat 
rate,” said Lorraine. With EIEC’s 
low interest loan program, the 
McElwains can finance up to 
$10,000 for the system and have 
the payments added to their 
monthly electric bill. 

Bob and Lorraine are both edu¬ 

cators. Bob teaches social studies 
and computer classes at Rantoul 
Junior High School and Lorraine 
is a kindergarten teacher at the 
Rantoul East Lawn school. Their 
daughter Emily, a freshman at the 
U of I, is studying pre-law. 

Stop by the McElwains on Oct. 
5 to see the amazing geothermal 
system. Make sure you talk to Ed 
Hoveln and EIEC representatives 
about the value of a geothermal 
system. 

Co-ops. ■ ■ 
Helping You 
Solve the Puzzle 

When folks have a problem, they often find the best solution by working 
together. That's what cooperatives are all about. 

A cooperative business belongs to the people who use it-people who 

have organized to provide themselves with the goods and ser¬ 
vices they need. 

All across America, 120 million people are solving 
problems and enjoying a better life because of their 
co-ops. People have formed 48,000 co-ops for farm¬ 
ing, banking, housing, child care, health care, electric 

and telephone service, food retailing and other goods 
and services. They trust their co-ops to help them 

find solutions. 

For more information about cooperatives, 
visit www.cooperative.org 

<3 
COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 
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Participants enjoy 

Fire on the Prairie 
Air Festival 

Thousands of Eastern Illini Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative members and 

east-central Illinois residents en¬ 

joyed the activities at the fun-filled 

Fire on the Prairie Air Festival that 

was held August 4-6 and August 11 

- 13 in Rantoul. 

Eastern Illini’s tent featured en¬ 

tertainment for the entire family 

and a hospitality area where co-op 

members received El Schippert 

bottled water, an El Long Distance 

phone card and refreshments. Visi¬ 

tors also learned about EIEC’s 

value-added services and products. 

Daily entertainment was sponsored 

by the East Central Illinois Coop¬ 

erative Association and landscap¬ 

ing was provided by Tim Ingram of 

St. Joseph. 

Additionally, EIEC’s Family 

Venue area offered the Live-Line 

Electrical Safety Demonstration 

and a lineman’s demonstration. En¬ 

tertainment included the Singing 

Men of ‘GNN, Whispers of Elvis, 

Lindy Magic and Comedy, The 

Pocket Big Band, The New Orleans 

(Continued on page 16e) 
The Touchstone Energy balloon gets ready for lift off. 

Spectators view the Live Line Electrical Safety Demonstration in front of ElEC's tent. 
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(Continued from page 16d) 

Jazz Machine, the Milford Jazz Band, 
groups from the Gospel Jamboree, and 
Maria from the Fox Kids Club. 

The two-weekend event included 
the Touchstone Energy Balloon grac¬ 
ing the sky, an air show, a hot-air bal¬ 
loon competition, a live circus, the 
NBA Jam Van, a car show, car racing, 
a carnival, balloon night glows, a pet¬ 
ting zoo, food and craft vendors and 
much, much more. Moreover, the Ex¬ 
perimental Aircraft Association gave 
free airplane rides to those 8 to 17 on 
both weekends. EIEC’s employees also 
participated in the Corporate Chal¬ 
lenge, coming away with a strong 2nd 
place. 

Top photo: Entries in the hot air balloon 
competition. 
Left photo: A scene from the Lindy 
Magic and Comedy show. 

& Benefits Group 
*/' Benefits Group was formed to help 

you grow and protect your hard-earned 
assets. We'll offer you creative solutions 

for wealth accumulation and preservation. 

Benefits Group also provides 
employee benefits services as 

well as employee planning. 

(888) 225-7929 
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HOME 
surge protection 

Prevent high-voltage spikes! 
The Home Guard from EFI prevents external, high voltage spikes 

and surges from entering your home. The Home Guard is placed at 
the electrical service entrance directly between the power coming 

to your home and your meter. There is no better place to 
put whole-house surge protection. 

A lease fee of only $10/month will cover all of your “white appliances.” 

For more information, 
call Pat at 800-824-5102, ext. 149. 

Start vour own business today 
If you are looking for a cost effective and simple solution to sell your products on the Internet, 
contact IlliCom Telecommunications today. 
IlliCom offers you: 
► An affordable way to sell your products on the Internet 
► Customized templates available to design your site (no html knowledge required) 
► A variety of packages to choose from 
► Personalized customer support 
► Plus it’s easy to use! 

To find out more information about selling your products on the Internet, 
contact IlliCom at (800) 236-9263; (217) 379-2155. 

The best things in life are free. 
Including DIRECTV. 

Call SkyQuest today to find out how you can 
get a free DIRECTV Satellite System, plus 

$100 off a professional installation. 

(800) 236-9263 SkyQuest‘ 
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Plain Simple 
Eastern Illini Long Distance 

Introduces simplified long distance 
At competitive rates. 

SMART SERVICES PLAIN & SIMPLE 
7<1: a minute interstate calls 
10(1: a minute intrastate calls 
$4.95 monthly fee 

• 14c a minute anytime, 
anywhere in the 
continental U.S. 

One understandable bill. 
No more confusing bills, complicated rate plans, or high-pressure schemes. 

One local provider. 
Quality, reliable service from a company you know. Ifou can even talk to an 

Eastern Illini Long Distance representative with questions about your bill or 

to learn more about the services we provide. We’re here for you. 

One great deal. 
Choose your rate plan with confidence, knowing that you’re getting a com¬ 

petitive rate plan designed just for you. 

One easy step. 
Fill out and return the attached authorization or call us at (877) 658-EILD (3453) and we’ll simplify 

your long distance service today. 

Return the form below to EIEC, EO. Box 96, Paxton, IE 60957 and experience the difference a local long distance company can make. 

\sf YES, I want Eastern Illini Long Distance to provide for my long distance services: 

I understand that by signing and returning this form, I authorize Eastern Illini to switch all my long distance services from 
my current long distance provider!s) to Eastern Illini Long Distance. I am designating Eastern Illini Long Distance to be 
my long distance service for each telephone number(s) listed below. I also understand that Eastern Illini Long Distance will 
pay the costs associated with switching my long distance services to Eastern Illini Long Distance. 

I am selecting the following Eastern Illini Long Distance plan: a Plain & Simple! □ Smart Savings 

Name:  

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zip Code:   

Phone Number(s):   

Signature: Date: 
Number of Eastern Illini Calling Cards needed: 
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BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The Eastern Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative Board of Directors held its 
regular monthly meeting on August 
21, 2000, in the French L. Fraker 
Boardroom at the cooperative’s 
headquarters in Paxton. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut 
welcomed Nominating Committee 
members Wayne Apperson of 
Foosland, David Schmidt oflvesdale 
and John Wilkening of Cissna Park. 
The Nominating Committee was in¬ 
vited to attend the meeting to observe 
the board in action. Incumbent Di¬ 
rectors Harold M. Toy and Charles 
D. Day, Jr. indicated they would seek 
reelection if nominated. Director 
Larry Knox announced that he would 
not run for reelection because of 
other commitments. 

Minutes of the regular board 
meeting held July 17 were approved. 

The July 31, 2000, statement of 
revenues and expenses including the 
following information was approved: 
Total Operating Revenues 
$1,776,679, Total Operating Ex¬ 

penses $378,202, Total Operating & 
Fixed Expenses $1,766,327, Net Op¬ 
erating Income $10,353, Net Income 

$13,584 and Year-To-Date Net In¬ 
come ($68,047). 

In July, 87 members joined the 
cooperative and 82 terminated their 
memberships. 

Highlights of the July 20 Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Board Meeting and the August 3-4 
AIEC annual meeting were given by 
Chairman of the Board Chesnut. Fi¬ 
nancial, Continuing Education, IEC 
Memorial Scholarship, Engineering 
and Regulatory reports were pro¬ 
vided. Chairman of the Board 
Chesnut also reported that new of¬ 
ficers were elected during the August 

4 AIEC Organization Meeting. 
Director Ludwig summarized the 

July 19 and August 16 meetings of the 
Soyland Power Cooperative Board of 
Directors meetings. Updates were 
given on financial, power supply, mar¬ 
keting and economic development, 

and Continental Cooperative Ser¬ 
vices, Inc. activities. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved entering into a contract with 
Burton Line Clearance, paying the 
NRECA and CEDE 2000 dues as¬ 
sessments, implementing an e-mail 
policy, offering a lease for surge pro¬ 
tection and sending SkyQuest Man¬ 
ager Dave Lithgow to the NRECA 
Management Internship program. 

The board was furnished with a 
comprehensive August job training 
and safety report; economic develop¬ 
ment activities; a summary of 1999 
real estate taxes paid in 2000; a re¬ 
port of the June 21-23, 2000 NRTC 
Board meeting; and Soyland called a 
peak warning on August 15 and load 
control activities were implemented. 

President/CEO Champion re¬ 
viewed the operations of Alert Secu¬ 
rity & Energy Services, Inc., the El 
Benefits Group and El Long Dis¬ 
tance. SkyQuest Manager Dave 
Lithgow gave a report of SkyQuest 
and El Schippert activities. Informa¬ 
tion was provided by IlliCom Net 
Service Manager Kevin Osterbur on 
the Internet business initiatives. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

^ Do you want to save money on groceries? 
^ Do you want brighter, longer-lasting clothes? 
^ Do you want to reduce your utility bill? 
^ Would you like your water tested for free? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, contact 

Schippert WaterCare. 
^ (800) 236-9263 ^ 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community. 
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Is your 
leaking moneyJ 

. 

Come learn practical ways 
you can reduce your utility bills and control the leaking. 

(Without a 2nd mortgage!) 

“Homeowner Solutions Seminar” 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at all locations 

Nov. 8, Tuscola Holiday Inn Nov.15, Danville Super 8 
Nov. 9, Urbana Park Inn Nov.16, Gilman Baby Bulls 

Call (800) 824-5102 ext. 149 for reservations. 
Program sponsored by WaterFurnace, Int., Glass Enhancements, Tepper Electric, 

HW Systems, and Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
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at the new home of Bill & Karen Davis 
1378 CR2540E, Ogden • November 21 * 1-7 p.m. 

OGDEN — 

Bill & Karen 
Davis Home 

1378 Co Rd 2540 E 

1375 N 

1350 N 

11/2 miles 

FREE 
pork burgers 

and soft drinks 
Meet Bill and Karen Davis on 

November 21 at their new home 
that is under construction in Deer 
Ridge Subdivision near Homer 
Lake. The Davises’ 1,860 square- 
foot two-story home with a base¬ 
ment showcases the El product 
and service offerings. 

“Since we are mem¬ 
bers of Eastern Illini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, we 
decided to take advan¬ 
tage of the many prod¬ 
ucts and services,” said 
Bill. “Our home will 
have an El Schippert 
water softener and fil¬ 
tration unit, a 
DIRECTV System and 
an Alert Security sys¬ 
tem. We've signed up 
for the El Long Dis¬ 
tance service, too.” 

Bill added, 
“Ed Hoveln of 
Hoveln Heating & 
Cooling, 

Thomasboro, has in¬ 
stalled a WaterFumace geothermal unit that 
will heat, cool and provide most of our do- 

URBANA 
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mestic hot water needs effi¬ 
ciently and economically. We 
can also take advantage of 
EIEC’s four cent electric heat 
rate.” 

“With the geothermal system 
there is very little dust so our 
new home should be easy to take 
care of,” said Karen. “Moreover, 
it’s environmentally friendly.” 

Bill and Karen retired from 
the cooperative in December 
1997. Karen was a Customer 
Services Representative and Bill 
was an Engineering Technician. 
The couple has three children: 
Jenny Frost of Ogden, and Brian 
Davis and Julie Ogle, both of 
Mahomet. The Davises also 
have eight grandchildren. 

Attend the El Open House on 
November 21 and talk to Bill and 
Karen about their new home 
that is being built by Bill Sea¬ 
man Construction, Champaign. 
Ed Hoveln, Bill Seaman and 
E1EC representatives will be 
available to answer your ques¬ 
tions. 

HOME 
surge protection 
Prevent high-voltage spikes! 

The Home Guard from EFI prevents external, 
high voltage spikes and surges 

from entering your home. 
The Home Guard is placed at the electrical 
service entrance directly between the power 

coming to your home and your meter. 
There is no better place to put whole-house 

surge protection. 

A lease fee of only $10/month 
will cover all of your “white appliances.” 

For more information, 
call Pat at 800-824-5102, ext. 149. 
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:C Hemoiial SdioUte 
to be awarded to three high school seniors 

OFFICIAL RULES 
^ Three $1,000 scholarships will be awarded each year. 

► Two scholarships per year will be awarded to a student who is the son or daughter of an 
Illinois electric cooperative member who is currently receiving service from the cooperative 
at the time the scholarship application is submitted. 

► One scholarship a year will be awarded to a student who is the son or daughter of an Illinois 
electric cooperative employee or director. 

► A scholarship applicant is eligible for consideration in only one of the two above categories, 
and is eligible to apply through only one electric cooperative. 

)► The applicant must be a high school senior. 

► Scholarship winners must begin undergraduate studies within a year of being notified that 
they have won. 

► Scholarship winners will be expected to be “full time” students (at least 12 hours). 

Scholarships are for one year and are not renewable. 

Scholarships will be awarded based on grade point average, college entrance test scores, 
work and volunteer experience, participation in school and community activities, biographi¬ 
cal statement and knowledge of electric cooperatives as demonstrated by a short essay. 

^ Deadline for receipt of completed applications and submissions is IANUARY h 2001. 

► Scholarship winners will be notified by May 1, 2001. 

Contact Jeannie Kingston at (800) 824-5102 or 
(217) 379-2131 for more information 

Check your smoke detectors 
Be sure to check—or better yet, replace—the batteries in all your 

smoke detectors. You should also dust or vacuum your smoke 
detectors now, and again in three to six months. 

If you have smoke detectors that are directly wired to your 
household current, make sure they also have battery backups. Oth¬ 
erwise, if the power goes out, the smoke detectors won’t work. If 
your hard-wired detectors don’t have battery backups, this is a great 
time to replace them. 
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Plain i y Simple 
Eastern Illini Long Distance 

Introduces simplified long distance 
At competitive rates. 

SMART SERVICES PLAIN & SIMPLE 
• 7c a minute interstate calls • 14c a minute anytime, 
• 10<t a minute intrastate calls anywhere in the 
• $4.95 monthly fee continental U.S. 

One understandable bill. 
No more confusing bills, complicated rate plans, or high-pressure schemes. 

One local provider. 
Quality, reliable service from a company you know, "ibu can even talk to an 

Eastern Illini Long Distance representative with questions about your bill or 

to learn more about the services we provide. We’re here for you. 

One great deal. 
Choose your rate plan with confidence, knowing that you’re getting a com¬ 

petitive rate plan designed just for you. 

One easy step. 
Fill out and return the attached authorization or call us at (877) 658-EILD (3453) and we’ll simplify 

your long distance service today. 

Return the form below to EIEC, EO. Box 96, fhxton, IE 60957 and experience the difference a local long distance company can make. 

s' YES, I want Eastern Illini Long Distance to provide for my long distance services: 

I understand that by signing and returning this form, I authorize Eastern Illini to switch all my long distance services from 
my current long distance provider(s) to Eastern Illini Long Distance. I am designating Eastern Illini Long Distance to be 
my long distance service for each telephone number(s) listed below. I also understand that Eastern Illini Long Distance will 
pay the costs associated with switching my long distance services to Eastern Illini Long Distance. 

I am selecting the following Eastern Illini Long Distance plan: Plain & Simple! □ Smart Savings 

Name: 

Address: 

City:  

State: 

Zip Code:   

Phone Number(s): 

Signature:  Date: 
Number of Eastern Illini Calling Cards needed: 
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Stay tuned to WGFA FM 94.1 or AM 1360 
for emergency information 

Radio Station WGFA in Watseka will keep you informed on emergency informa- 
tion including major electrical outages during the day, evenings, weekends and holidays. 

Turn the dial to FM 94.1 or AM 1360 if you are without electricity to find out the 
reason for the outage and to receive updates on when service will be restored. WGFA 

allows the cooperative to interrupt WGFA’s regularly scheduled programming to 
keep you advised on the status of outages. WGFA covers the northern portion of 

Eastern Illini’s service area to south of Champaign. 
Thank you WGFA for being a good partner to the cooperative and for 

providing extraordinary service to the members of Eastern lllini. 

County Fair Winners 
Individuals who visited EIEC’s booth at one of the county fairs had the opportunity to register for a prize 

drawing. The prize winners are: 

Candy Wolfe of Chebanse - El Schippert Countertop Water Filter System 
Peggy Davenport of Watseka - El Schippert Countertop Water Filter System 
Rhenn Jackson of St. Anne - El Schippert Countertop Water Filter System 
Virginia Lammeu of Milford - El Schippert Countertop Water Filter System 

Cathy Thome of Onarga - DIRECTV System 
Lynn Metz of Roberts - El Schippert Countertop Water Filter System 

Dean Sorensen of Onarga - El Schippert Countertop Water Filter System 
Delores Coulter of Paxton - El Schippert Countertop Water Filter System 

Robert Shaw of Rankin - El Schippert Countertop Water Filter System 

We all want to stay nice and warm 
this winter and safe too. Be sure to 
have your furnace checked out by a 
qualified professional. The check-up 
should include lubrication and 
cleaning of working parts, inspection 
of the thermostat and belts, clear¬ 
ing vents of obstructions and replac¬ 
ing the filter. By detecting problems 
before they become hazards, you can 
make sure you stay safe and warm 
this winter. 
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Have a Wonderful 
Thanksgiving! 

Thanksgiving is much more than turkey and all the trim- 
mings. It’s a time to think about the many things you’re thank¬ 
ful for. Each of us can be thankful for everything that benefits 
our families, friends and communities — our quality of life. 

We especially benefit from you, our member-owners, and 
appreciate your involvement and commitment to provide the 
best service possible. Thank you for: 
• Notifying us of power outages and other problems such as bro¬ 
ken guy wires, strands, insulators and bad poles. 
• Keeping signs, fence wires, nails and other hazards off of power 
poles to ensure the safety of our linemen. 
• Being careful when mowing and using farm machinery around poles 
and guy wires. 
• Granting right-of-way for line construction and maintenance. 
• Practicing electrical safety. 
• Participating in EIEC’s marketing programs to reduce your energy costs 

/ Schippert WATER (^RE 
“Since I have been so thoroughly satisfied with your service, I wanted you to be aware of 
it. The soft water is wonderful and the RO has been a delight. It makes me unsatisfied with 
any other water.” SF, Hoopeston 

“We have had our El Schippert Water Care Service for over 22 years. We have been very 
happy with the softness of the water and the quality of service.” MN, Gibson City 

“Anyone interested in obtaining soft water service, in my estimation, would find no finer 
service. The young men delivering the salt are courteous, pleasant and seem to be very 
conscientious in their job. They follow the calendar with the schedule posted as dated. We 
are very satisfied with the service.” RM, Rossville 

Act now and take 60 days to make your first payment. 
Financing and leasing available. 

(815) 457-2141 ^ 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 

value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life 

in the under-served rural community. 

BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The regular monthly meeting 
of the Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative Board of Directors was 
held September 26, 2000, in the 
French L. Fraker Boardroom at 
the cooperative’s headquarters 
in Paxton. 

Minutes of the regular board 
meeting and executive session 
held August 21 were approved. 

The August 31, 2000, state¬ 
ment of revenues and expenses 
including the following informa¬ 
tion was approved: Total Oper¬ 
ating Revenues $1,771,096, 
Total Operating Expenses 
$394,967, Total Operating &. 
Fixed Expenses $1,674,302, Net 
Operating Income $96,794, Net 
Income $104,581 and 
Year-To-Date Net Income 
$36,584. 

During August, 103 members 
joined the cooperative and 93 
terminated their memberships. 

Chairman of the Board 
Chesnut announced that the 
Executive Committee will meet 
November 9. 

A summary of the Septem¬ 
ber 21 Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives Board 
Meeting was given by Chair¬ 

man of the Board Chesnut. The 
2000 Audit was approved and 
committee assignments were 
announced. Financial, litigation, 
Touchstone Energy, training and 
safety, engineering and regula¬ 
tory reports were presented. 

Director Ludwig reviewed the 
September 18 meeting of the 
Soyland Power Cooperative 
Board of Directors meetings. 
Reports were given on financial, 
power supply, marketing and 
economic development, and 
Continental Cooperative Ser¬ 
vices, Inc. activities. 

Directors Anderson, Byers, 
President/CEO Champion and 
Attorney Fraker reported on the 
NRECA Region V meeting 
they had attended in Springfield 
September 19-21. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved entering into a 
three-phase interruptible con¬ 
tract with John P Gallahue; a 
mutual aid agreement; and sub¬ 
ordination of surface rights for 
public road purposes with the 
State of Illinois Department of 
Transportation. 

Director Byers indicated he 
had attended the September 12 
safety meeting. General safety 
for bucket trucks, hearing pro¬ 
tection and safety issues were 
discussed. Additionally, Presi- 
dent/CEO Champion furnished 

the board with a September job 
training and safety report. 

The board was furnished with 
information on economic devel¬ 
opment activities; a peak warn¬ 
ing was called by Soyland on 
September 11 and load control 
activities were implemented; a 
$1,476 patronage dividend 
check was received from United 
Utility Supply; a $139,500.02 
patronage dividend check was 
received from CFC; a Commu¬ 
nity Service Award was received 
for participating in the 1999 
National Plot Air Balloon 
Championships in Rantoul; and 
the cooperative’s contract pole 
tester is obtaining meter read¬ 
ings. 

The board went into execu¬ 
tive session. 

After reconvening in regular 
session, President/CEO Cham¬ 
pion reviewed the operations of 
the El Benefits Group and El 
Long Distance. In a written re¬ 
port, SkyQuest Manager Dave 
Lithgow reported on SkyQuest 
and El Schippert activities. 
IlliCom Net Service Manager 
Kevin Osterbur provided a writ¬ 
ten report on the Internet busi¬ 
ness initiatives. 

There being no further busi¬ 
ness to come before the board, 
the meeting was adjourned. 

Start your own business today 
With IlliCom Telecommunications, you put your items on the Internet for sale today. 

It’s that simple. IlliCom offers: 
► An affordable way to sell products on the Internet 
► Customized templates (no html knowledge required) 

► A variety of packages to choose from 
► Personalized customer support Plus it’s easy to use! 
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Finally, 
a Credit Card 

with the Power 
You Need 

The Co-op Power Plus™ Visa® 
Card Featuring a low Fixed APR 
for six months on balance 
transfers and new purchases, 
followed by a great variable APR 
that lets you Turn On the savings. 
Brought to you by Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative. 

Other benefits include: 

^ No annual fee 

► A 14.99% APR after the introductory period ► 
► Credit lines from $5,000 to $25,000 ► 
► Automatic and “on request” line increases ► 
► Free convenience checks ► 

24-hour emergency card replacement 

Free additional cards 

$1 Million in Travel accident Insurance 

Travel assistance 

Easy access to account information by telephone 

The Co-op Power Plus Visa card is being offered by cooperative utilities as part of a 
national program organized by our national financing partner, CFC, and First USA, a 
leading credit card issuer. First USA (www.firstusa.com) a subsidiary of BANK ONE COR¬ 
PORATION, is a financial services company specializing in the credit card business and is 
among the largest providers of Visa and MasterCard credit cards in the nation. 

Another value-added service from 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
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St. Paul's Lutheran School in Woodworth is a modern building, and was enlarged to provide more room for 
more activities. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
has big-hearted congregation 

In a time when big is inevita' 
bly better, there’s a small 
Lutheran congregation in 
Woodworth that doesn’t subscribe 
to that belief. In fact, they believe 
that there’s a lot to be said for 
small classes, heavy teacher in- 
volvement, and a Christian edu¬ 
cation that focuses on the basics. 

The church, St. Paul’s, has a 
small school brimming with good- 
hearted parents, teachers and an 
administrator, notes Lowell 
Timm, principal/teacher. 

Rural demographics are such 
that the student body isn’t grow¬ 
ing by leaps and bounds, but the 
school—and the adjacent 
church—have just completed 
renovation and enlargement pro¬ 
grams. 

“We just finished our school 
addition last March,” Timm says, 
“and we had a dedication for it. 
We had 400 people here, and it 
was a tremendous, uplifting day. 
It was really wonderful.” 

The addition, which cost some 
$570,000, consists of a multipur¬ 
pose room, a classroom for the 
seventh-eighth grade class, rest 
rooms and locker rooms. The ex¬ 

isting gym was enlarged substan¬ 
tially, too. The addition is heated 
and cooled by a geothermal unit. 

Timm notes that there are cur¬ 
rently 106 students enrolled in 
classes from pre-kindergarten 
through the eighth grade, and that 
there are five full-time teachers 
and two who work part time. 

“Our first and second grades are 
combined,” he says, “and there are 
15 students in those classes. Third 
and Fourth grades have 20 stu¬ 
dents, and there are 20 in grades 
five and six. There are 16 students 
in the upper classes. In addition 

to serving as principal, I teach fifth 
and sixth grades. We’ve had a four- 
year-old pre-kindergarten class for 
some time, and there are 16 stu¬ 
dents in it. We’ve added a class 
for three-year-olds this year, and 
it has eight children.” 

Interestingly, only about half 
the students who attend the 
school are members of congrega¬ 
tion families. “The rest are from 
other Christian denominations,” 
Timm says, “and their parents 
send them to get a good Christian 
education, no matter what de¬ 
nomination they belong to.” 

Classroom crowding isn't a problem at St. Paul's. Lowell Timm, Principal, 
notes that the school turns out its fair share of valedictorians and 
salutatorians. 
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People are willing to travel to 
provide that education. While 
most students are from fairly 
nearby communities, people travel 
from Watseka, some come from 
Wellington, Cissna Park, and as 
far away as Onarga. “The Cres¬ 
cent School District provides a 
bus for those children living in 
their district, but other parents 
have to come up with their own 
transportation,” Timm says. 

Those parents who send their 
children to St. Paul’s for its good, 
solid, basic instruction know that 
“good, basic instruction” doesn’t 
mean their children get only me¬ 
diocre preparation for the 
workforce. 

“The National Lutheran Ac¬ 
creditation Committee, a self- 
study program to evaluate the 
schools’ relative standing, found 
that students leaving St. Paul’s are 
well-prepared,” Timm says, “and 
we’ve had a good share of our stu¬ 
dents go on to become valedicto¬ 
rians and salutatorians. Teachers 
we’ve talked to say they’re very 
well prepared.” 

In addition to the basic aca¬ 
demics curriculum, we have 
sports, music, art and a computer 
lab. We teach computer skills from 
keyboarding to Power Point pre¬ 
sentations. We try to keep up with 
what the children need—the 
strong basics.” 

While the fact that the school 
is small and thriving suggests that 
it’s unique, Timm remarks that 
it’s unique in another, major way. 
“We don’t have a set budget,” he 
says. “People come from other 
places and tell us that we need a 
budget. We do keep track of spend¬ 
ing,” he continues, “but the con¬ 
gregation is committed to the 
church and school, and provides 
what we need. God has blessed us 
with a congregation that’s com¬ 
mitted to Christian education and 
a willingness to give financially. ” 

The school is unique, in that 
it doesn’t have a set tuition fee. 
“It costs us about $2,300 to $2,500 
to educate a child for a year,” 
Timm relates, “and we ask parents St. Paul's, like most schools, involves its kids in research and assembly 

projects. 

to make a tuition pledge to the 
school. The pledge system enables 
families to pay according to their 
financial situation. Our goal is to 
provide a Christian education to 
families that truly desire a Chris¬ 
tian education for their children.” 

Not surprisingly, the school 
manages to keep going with the 
money it takes in. Timm notes that 
part of the reason for that is the 
school is blessed with many 
people who volunteer their time 
to help, and who offer a lot of en¬ 
couragement to the school’s staff. 

Even so, there are possible prob¬ 
lems in the future. While St. 
Paul’s School is unique in some 
ways, it’s a lot like others in at least 
one. It needs more teachers, and 
there aren’t that many available. 

There seems to be a need for 
Lutheran teachers, and there are 
several colleges throughout the 
U.S. training them. Even so, with 

Wm. David Champion, Jr., 
President/CEO of Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative, left, 
discusses the finer points of a 
digital camera with Lowell Timm, 
Principal of the school. 

such a giving, involved congrega¬ 
tion, St. Paul’s school will con¬ 
tinue to offer a quality Christian 
education. 

Small schools don't have to be backward. These students are working on 
up-to-date computers. 
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EIEC Linemen Participate in Lineman’s 
Safety Rodeo and Attend Training Programs 

The EIEC team of Jeff 
Blackford, Lyle Kofoot and Doug 
Elrod participated in the fourth 
annual statewide Safety Rodeo at 
Lincoln Land Community Col¬ 
lege (LLCC) in Springfield on 
October 6. 

Co-sponsored by the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives, the Illinois Municipal 
Utilities Association and LLCC, 
the Safety Rodeo was developed 
as a way to encourage and recog¬ 
nize the outstanding and safe work 
being done by the line personnel 
who work for electric cooperatives 
and municipal utilities. The AIEC 
and LLCC are also working to¬ 
gether to develop an associate’s 
degree in power line technology. 

Line personnel from 19 Illinois 
electric cooperatives and a munici¬ 
pality competed in five team events 
and two individual events. Team 
events included transformer 
changeout, cross arm change, 
chain saw safety, hurt man rescue, 
egg climb and performing CPR. 

Eight EIEC linemen attended 
the AIEC’s lineman training pro¬ 
gram teaching proper work tech¬ 
niques, electrical theory and safety 
at LLCC during the month of 
October. 

Top photo: (L to R) Linemen Jeff 
Blackford of Paxton, Lyle Kofoot of 
Sheldon and Doug Elrod of Villa 
Grove participated in the Lineman’s 
Safety Rodeo October 6. 

Center photo: (Lto R) EIEC linemen 
Mike Batte of Paxton and Sean 
Miller of Tuscola attended AIEC’s 
Rubber Gloving and First Year 
Distribution school October 9-13. 
Kofoot and Keith Bergman of Paxton 
were instructors. 

Bottom photo: (L to R) EIEC 
linemen Ken Mutchmore of Gilman, 
Blackford and instructor Blake 
Vaughn from Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Mt. Vernon, attended 
the Second Year Distribution 
school October 16-20. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
Your home is decorated and you are ready for the holiday season, but don’t 

forget to think safety when it comes time to light the tree. 

♦ Make sure bulbs do not touch any branches. 

♦ Do not use lights on a metal tree. 

^ Check each set of Christmas lights to be sure they are in good 

repair. If a cord is damaged, frayed or gets hot when in use, un¬ 

plug it immediately and do not use it. 

^ Use three-prong, grounded electric outlets for lighting. 

^ Never run an electric cord from indoors to the outdoors. 

^ Check for loose prongs on the plug. 

% Use caution when installing outdoor lights. Be aware of 

overhead power lines and have someone help hold tall 

ladders. 

♦ Turn off lights when you are away or sleeping at night. 

Most of all, we wish you health, happiness and prosperity 

throughout the coming year. 

NO MORE HOHIINC OVER 
THE REMOTE CONTROL 

ONE FOR HIM ONE FOR HER 
(Now you both can watch your favorite channels!) 

Sign up for DIRECTV and receive a dual 
satellite system for $99, installed 

► No Programming Commitment! 
► Programming starting at just $26.99 per month! 
► 100’s of crystal-clear digital quality channels! 

Call SkyQuest at (800) 236-9263 to schedule your installation 
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SMART SAVINGS PLAIN & SIMPLE 
• 7c a minute interstate calls • 14$ a minute anytime, 
• 10c a minute intrastate calls anywhere in the 
• $4.95 monthly fee continental U.S. 

■ Plain Simple 
p|; 1% ^ ^ 

mf*’ U ^ Eastern Illini Long Distance 

Introduces simplified long distance 
At competitive rates. 

  

One understandable bill. 
No more confusing bills, complicated rate plans, or high-pressure schemes. 

One local provider. 
Quality, reliable service from a company you know, ^ibu can even talk to an 

tflHH jp 
Eastern Illini Long Distance representative with questions about your bill or 

to learn more about the services we provide. We’re here for you. 

One great deal. 
Choose your rate plan with confidence, knowing that you’re getting a com¬ 

petitive rate plan designed just for you. 

One easy step. 
Fill out and return the attached authorization or call us at (877) 658-EILD (3453) and we’ll simplify 

your long distance service today. 

Return the form below to EIEC, PO. Box 96, Paxton, IL 60957 and experience the difference a local long distance company can make. 

^ES, I want Eastern Illini Long Distance to provide for my long distance services: 

I understand that by signing and returning this form, I authorize Eastern Illini to switch all my long distance services from 
my current long distance provider(s) to Eastern Illini Long Distance. I am designating Eastern Illini Long Distance to be 
my long distance service for each telephone number(s) listed below. I also understand that Eastern Illini Long Distance will 
pay the costs associated with switching my long distance services to Eastern Illini Long Distance 

I am selecting the following Eastern Illini Long Distance plan: □ Plain & Simple! a Smart Savings 

Name 

Address 

City: 

State 

Zip Code: 

Phone Number(s) 

Signature: Date 
Number of Eastern Illini Calling Cards needed: 

16f ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 2000 



Fact: Approximately one out of every eight 
Americans will suffer 

a disability in any given year 
(1986 Commissioners Disability Table) 

Are you actively covered for these possibilities? 

si Benefits Group 
f (888) 225-7929 

Announces 
MASSACHUSETTS MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

as its newest partner 

As a member of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, you are eligible for a 10% discount on MassMutual’s 
premier Individual and Multi-Life Disability Income Insurance and Business Overhead Expense poli¬ 

cies. If three or more employees of a business participate, the disability Income Insurance discount climbs to 
15% and can increase depending upon the group size and census information. 

A business owner can purchase a Business Overhead Expense policy to pay day-to-day business expenses 
such as rent, utilities, employee salaries and more for up to 24 months while disabled. And if you decided to 
sell your business, this policy will help to preserve its market value. 

Ask Rollie Szilard or Kelly Drake, your Eastern Illini Benefits Group Representatives, about these dis¬ 
counted Disability Income Protection Policies for Individuals, Businesses or Key Executives today. 

\ 1 

I Yes, I would like to know more about the discounted 
I Disability Income Protection policies. 

Complete the following and fax to EIBG at 815-932-3869 

Name: Title:  

Company:  

Type of business:  

Address:   City, State, Zip:   

Phone: Fax: Best Time to Contact:  i 

*These policies have exclusions and limitations. For costs amd complete details of coverage, please give us a call. Cases 
are subject to eligibility and underwriting approval and are not guaranteed issue (Pre-ex may apply). Discount applies 
to new purchases only. 

Policy issued by Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company 

l I 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 

the under-served rural community. 

BOARD MEETING REPORT 

The Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative Board of Directors’ regu¬ 
lar monthly meeting was held 
October 31, 2000, in the French 
L. Fraker Boardroom at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in 
Paxton. 

Minutes of the September 26 
regular board meeting and execu¬ 
tive session were approved. 

The September 30, 2000, state¬ 
ment of revenues and expenses in¬ 
cluding the following information 
was approved: Total Operating 
Revenues $2,030,608, Total Op¬ 
erating Expenses $418,572, Total 
Operating & Fixed Expenses 
$1,839,620, Net Operating Income 
$190,989, Net Income $204,420 
and Year-To-Date Net Income 

$240,954. 
In September, 89 members 

joined the cooperative and 81 ter¬ 
minated their memberships. 

Byron Denhart, Manager of the 
Cooperative Balloon Associates, 
EEC, gave a presentation on the 
activities of the Touchstone En¬ 
ergy Hot Air Balloon. During the 
2000 season, the Touchstone En¬ 

ergy Balloon and Professional 
Flight Team participated in 21 
events in 10 states and were seen 
by more than two million indi¬ 
viduals, which brought increased 
brand awareness. The balloon has 
served as a good will ambassador 
for Touchstone Energy and phil¬ 
anthropic donations of $7,480 
were given to local charities in¬ 
cluding $2,380 which was given 
to the Illinois Special Olympics as 
a pledge that all balloon activities 
in Illinois would benefit this 
group in the year 2000. 

Chairman of the Board 
Chesnut reported on the October 
19 Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives Board Meeting. Fi¬ 
nancial, litigation, Touchstone 
Energy, training and safety, engi¬ 
neering and regulatory reports 
were presented. 

Director Ludwig indicated that 
the Soyland Power Cooperative 
Board of Directors had not met; 
however, he had attended an or¬ 
ganizational meeting of Continen¬ 
tal Cooperative Services. 
President/CEO Champion and 
Attorney Fraker also attended the 
CCS meeting. Rules of Election 
were adopted, officers were 
elected, and committees were es¬ 

tablished. Director Ludwig was 
selected to serve on the Executive 
Committee. 

In other action, the board ap¬ 
proved a three - phase interrupt¬ 
ible contract with Perfume Acres, 
Inc. and an amendment to Policy 
211 “Functions of the Committee 
on Nominations.” 

The board was furnished with 
information on economic devel¬ 
opment activities, the CFC Key 
Ratio Trend Analysis, a compre¬ 
hensive October job training and 
safety report, a $33,088.68 inter¬ 
est check on Capital Term Certifi¬ 
cates has been received from CFC, 
a mailing has been sent to mem¬ 
bers offering them a VISA card, 
and the Nominating Committee 
will meet November 1. 

President/CEO Champion re¬ 
ported on the operations of the El 
Benefits Group and El Long Dis¬ 
tance. A summary of SkyQuest 
and El Schippert WaterCare ac¬ 
tivities was given by SkyQuest 
Manager Dave Lithgow. IlliCom 
Net Service Manager Kevin 
Osterbur updated the board on the 
Internet business initiatives. 

There being no further business 
to come before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

Thinking about creating your own website? 
Using the latest Technology, IlliCom will design the ultimate website for your business or enhance 
your current website. Our website development team specializes in personalizing each website to 
meet your business needs and website objectives. 

IlliCom provides your website: 

^ personalized e-mail addresses (info*yourcompany.com) ► web mail 

► logo creation ► search engine submission 
► reliable hosting services ^ plus more 

► detailed website statistics 

Contact IlliCom today at (800) 236-9263 for a free consultation regarding 
your new website or your existing website. 
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