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Relocating central headquarters 
Corn Belt Energy will build a new 

facility and leave our home of the last 
45 years. The new Corn Belt Central 
location will be in a new, yet-to-be- 
built commercial area called Down’s 
Crossing at the intersection of U.S. 
150 and Towanda/Barnes Road in a 
recently annexed area of Downs. The 
site is 5 miles southeast of the present 
office on Route 150. The date of 
construction has yet to be 
determined. 

We’ve grown a bit since we moved 
into our present facility from the East 
Front Street location in Bloomington 
in 1954. We were pretty much in the 
countryside when we moved into our 
new building. Our neighbors were 
Streids Motel and Brandtville at the 
intersection of the well-traveled U.S. 
Route 150 and the ever-famous Route 
66. 

The growth of Bloomington/ 
Normal has increased the traffic on 
Morrissey Drive and made it more 
and more difficult to move our 
equipment in and out of the property 
safely and in a timely manner. In 
addition, the Department of 
Transportation will alter the 
Morrissey Drive/Veterans Parkway 
intersection, which will make it even more difficult 
to pull out of our current driveway while towing a 
pole trailer or a trencher. 

The value of the property has increased 
considerably in the 45 years we’ve been here. The 
Snyder Corporation of Bloomington approached 
Corn Belt with an offer to purchase. Snyder is a 
local developer in charge of the Radisson Hotel 
that borders CBEC on the east. The Radisson is 
in need of additional conference and hotel space 
and their plans include the use of our pole storage 
yard for an expansion. A firm price has been 
negotiated for the rest of the property but we have 
the option to market it ourselves for a higher offer. 

As Bloomington grows to the east and the 
southeast, our current address becomes more and 

more attractive. Today, as always, it's location, 
location, location. The price offered for the 
property makes it very advantageous to construct 
a new facility that will better suit our current and 
future needs and give us plenty of room for 
additional warehousing space. 

The decision to enter into contractual 
agreements was made by the board of directors 
on November 30, 1999 after many months of 
study. Full board and committee meetings were 
devoted to the prospect of the impact on our 
members and how to serve them better in the 
future. 

Well be publishing more information about 
the proposed sale, our new site and the new 
construction, as details become available. 
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Bob Smith, our most re¬ 
cent Maintenance Foreman 
for Bloomington/Normal and 
suburbs, will retire at the end 
of the year after 31 years with 
the cooperative. Bob came to 
Corn Belt in March of 1968 
from the Illinois National 
Guard where he had been a 
permanent cadre member for 
four years. 

As everybody did in those days, he hired in as 
a groundman apprentice. He remembers that he 
was told to bring a 12" adjustable wrench, a ham¬ 
mer and a screwdriver to the first day of work. 
Nobody mentioned he should also bring extra 
clothing. Even in March, the prairie wind can be 
cruelly penetrating. However, the other members 
of the line crew donated enough pieces to dress 
him in enough layers to be comfortable. 

The first job he worked on was building the 
three-phase line across the north end of Evergreen 
Lake - much of it with muscle power. Groundman 
Apprentices were pole hole diggers in those days 
before hydraulic digger/derricks became available 
and affordable. He thought the days would never 
end and he had some very serious discussions 
with himself about his choice of a career. It was 
really hard work. Upon seeing some high-voltage 
arcing and sparking, Bob says he had some more 
second thoughts about the job. 

But, he stayed and advanced and prospered 
and retired after 31 years. 

Bob and his wife, Emma, will now have all 
the time they want to spend on their 33-foot cabin 
cruiser. Some major waterway explorations are 
definitely on the agenda. During the summer one 
or all of their four grandchildren will, no doubt, 
accompany them. Their daughter, Julie, a Sales 
Representative for Water Products of Illinois and 
their son, Jeff, a lineman for CILCO, have been 
very encouraging in that respect. 

Scholarship 
money here! 

Noon, Friday, February 11th 

is the entry deadline for 
Corn Belt’s 41st annual 

Youth to Washington Essay Contest. 
Plenty of time for your high school junior or senior 
daughter or son to join the competition for the ex¬ 

pense-paid trips to Washington, D.C. and the $4,000 
in scholarships being offered. 

Call Com Belt Energy at 
800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 

Extension 222 for details. 

Daugherty promoted 
Jerry Daugherty has been 

promoted to Maintenance 
Foreman in the TWin Cities 
Area to replace Bob Smith 
who will be retiring at the 
end of the year. 
Jerry has been well 

schooled in the electric util¬ 
ity industry. When he gradu¬ 
ated from Bloomington High 
School in 1977, he inquired 

at the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW) about how to become a lineman. 
By July of 1978 he was a full-fledged apprentice 
working for a leading utility contractor — the L.E. 
Meyers Company. Over the years, working “out of 
the IBEW hall", Jerry worked for and learned from 
many utility contractors in all parts of Illinois. 
He earned his Journeyman’s license in 1981. 

Tiring of that semi-nomadic life, he applied 
to Corn Belt for a job in the Spring of ’91, was 
accepted and started work here in July. He has 
worked on underground crews and overhead 
crews during the past 8 years. Jerry has been 
working as the Maintenance Foreman since No¬ 
vember 8th and is enjoying the new responsibility 
immensely. 

Annual meeting of the members 
Corn Belt Energy Corporation 

10:00 a.m. 

Saturday 
April 1, 2000 

Lunch will be provided 
Bloomington High School 

Bloomington, Illinois 

The Annual Meeting Booklet will be 
mailed to you in March 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Pay your electric bill the 
effortless way with 

Electronic Funds 
Transfer. 

On the Due Date each month 
your bank pays your bill from 
your account to ours. 

Never write another check 
to CBEC! 

Bob Smith Jerry Daugherty 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

16b ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 2000 



Our natural gas program 
Good news Bloomington/Normal! Beginning 

in early January you’ll have the opportunity to 
buy your natural gas from Corn Belt Energy. 
NICOR. as a part of its Customer Select Program, 
will release their customers in the 61701, 61702, 
61704 and 61761 Zip Codes to buy natural gas 
from another supplier. Yes, all NIGas customers 
in the Bloomington/Normal Zip Codes- residen¬ 
tial, commercial or industrial - are eligible to 
change suppliers. 

You can purchase a one or two-year supply 
from Corn Belt Energy. January, February and 
March will be the “official solicitation” period when 
you may select CBEC as your supplier. A number 
of marketers may be calling for your business, so 
you might want to select CBEC early in the solici¬ 
tation period. 

We offer fixed-term pricing. What that means 
is the price per therm that we offer is historically 
lower than NICOR’s price (eight cents as this is 
being written). More importantly, the price then 
stays the same for the 12 or 24 month term of 
your contract with us. With your current supplier, 
the colder the winter, the higher the price gets. 
Considerable savings may be yours by choosing 
Corn Belt! Of course, NICOR will still deliver the 
product and provide emergency services. 

Census 2000 
Census 2000, the largest peacetime mobilization 

in U.S. history, is about to begin. About 860,000 work¬ 
ers will be needed to reach an anticipated 275 mil¬ 
lion people across the United States. 

Census 2000 will be the information cornerstone 
for the next century. Billions of dollars of federal, state 
and local funds will be spent on thousands of projects 
across our nation. How and where that money is spent 
depends on the census numbers. For example, deci¬ 
sions about education, health care, job training and 
business are based on information about children, 
the elderly, the unemployed or underemployed. More¬ 
over, the development of public transportation sys¬ 
tems and traffic control are based on where people 
work and live. 

Census 2000 is your chance to make sure that 
the new century begins with an accurate and com¬ 
plete picture of your community. 

The Census Bureau needs your help to conduct 
Census 2000. A large number of part-time positions 
are available. “We are recruiting people to work within 
their neighborhoods because they are the most fa¬ 
miliar with these neighborhoods,” said Dr. Kenneth 
Prewitt, director of the Census Bureau. “Our goal is 
to have a pool of local people who want to work on 
this activity and who are committed to a successful 
count in their neighborhoods.” 

Most workers need to be available to work dur¬ 
ing daylight hours. People who can work part-time, 
retirees or those looking for temporary employment 
are encouraged to apply. Paid training is provided. 
For more information, call toll-free 1-888-325-7733. 

Watch your mail in early January for the bro¬ 
chure from NICOR announcing your opportunity to 
change from a single source of supply of natural 
gas. The procedure for switching is very simple and 
will be outlined in the material. Can't wait? Call our 
office then press extension 250 to reach Emily 
Anderson or extension 235 to speak with Dave 
Hawkinson. 

Corn Belt Energy is in the third year of the Cus¬ 
tomer Select Program and has been fortunate to at¬ 
tract many new members as a result of the natural 
gas program. Your energy company now provides 
Bloomington/Normal members with competitively 
priced natural gas. 

Y2K is almost here 
Corn Belt Energy has a great deal of confidence 

that our members will experience no Y2K-related 
electrical inconveniences from our equipment when 
midnighty December 31 arrives. We have spent a 
tremendous amount of time and money to reach this 
stage of confidence. 

Every non-compliant apparatus in our substa¬ 
tions and our offices has been either rebuilt or re¬ 
placed. As each was brought into compliance, it was 
assimilated into our control system and verified, 
then tested. Based on suppliers assurances and our 
own hard worty all Corn Belt Energy systems are 
compliant. 

Illinois Power Company and CILCO deliver the 
electricity to our substations. They have assured us 
that their transmission systems have been made 
compliant. It appears that everything that is humanly 
possible to do to ensure that the electricity will con¬ 
tinue to flow through the critical period has been 
done. 

However, to be on the safe side, from 10 p.m. 
till 2 a.m. on THAT NIGHT, we plan to have employ¬ 
ees in the territory and in our offices to immedi¬ 
ately handle any “glitches” that may occur. We are 
doubtful they’ll be needed. Let’s all pray that we don’t 
have an ice storm. 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
Northern Region 

Phone (800) 654-1088 
Day or Night 

Central Region 
Phone (800) 879-0339 

Day or Night 
WITH TOUCHTONE SERVICE 

Our answering machine will tell you to press "1" to get into the outage reporting 
system. Then follow instructions. 
1. Enter vour area code and phone number using your touch pad. 
2. Answer questions using touch pad. 
3. Hang up. 

WITHOUT TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Your call will be answered by our telephone system. If you will hold or wait, you 
will be put into VOICE MAIL. 
1. Tell vour name, area code, phone number, the time and date. 
2. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
3. Hang up. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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restoration 
priorities 

On the prairie, any day of the 
year can bring severe weather fol¬ 
lowed by widespread outages. Bear 
in mind that we don’t like outages 
any more than you do. And often, 
we can’t effect a total restoration to 
the system because a transmission 
line owned by another utility that 
supplies power to our substations 
has not been repaired yet. 

When our system is affected we 
have a prioritizing policy we follow 
to do the repairs that will restore 
service to critical loads and to the 
greatest number of accounts as 
quickly as possible. After almost 60 years in the 
business, this has proven to be the most logical, 
the most economical and the most accommodat¬ 
ing method. Every utility in the nation uses the 
same concept. 

The accompanying sketch depicts one out-of- 
service three-phase circuit downstream from a 
substation. This circuit will run for miles through 
the countryside. Single-phase tap lines will radi¬ 
ate from this circuit to serve individual neighbor¬ 
hoods. The fallen tree has snapped all the lines. 
This, no doubt, would be repeated many times 
along the length of the circuit. Crews would pa¬ 
trol the circuit to remove the trees and splice the 
lines. When all three-phase lines are again intact, 
the circuit would be energized. The subdivision 
represented by Houses 2 and 3 would have power. 
Crews would then patrol the single-phase tap 
lines, repair the damage, and Houses 4 and 5 
would have electricity; The broken service drop 
at House 1 would then be repaired 

Assuming the substation was still receiving 
power from the transmission line, all members 
served from that particular circuit would now 
have electricity. Meanwhile, crews would have 
been working on other circuits emanating from 
the substation. If the damage were extensive 
enough, crews from other cooperatives in the state 
would be called in to assist. After major storms 
in the past, we have had co-op crews from as far 
away as Virginia and investor-owned utility crews 
out of Chicago and St. Louis working to restore 
our system. Of course, we send crews to neigh¬ 
boring utilities and to other states to help out too. 

One important factor in restoring service 
quickly is to know where the problem lies and 
what caused it. This is where you, as a member, 
truly do help by phoning to let us know you’re 
out of power. Your call will be answered by our 
computerized outage handler. You’ll give it the 

House 5 

same information you would give a human. Now, 
through the magic of computers, the data from 
each caller is entered into the individual account 
number, matched to the circuit that feeds your 
home and the dispatcher will instantly know how 
many members are out of power on any particu¬ 
lar single- or three-phase circuit. With this infor¬ 
mation a crew can easily find the site of the 
problem. 

However, before you report an outage, check 
your own breakers or fuses and also check to see 
if your neighbors’ electricity is off. If your house 
is to only one with no electricity, the cause is likely 
on your side of the meter. Don’t call to have our 
employees replace a blown fuse. There is now a 
$50 charge if a crew is dispatched under those 
circumstances. 

Propane Partners 
PROPANE GAS USERS! 

Corn Belt Energy is pleased to announce 
a coalition with FS, a long-time propane sup¬ 
plier, to sell propane gas to farm, residential 
and commercial users within our 18-county 
service territory. 

• We want to be your propane supplier. 
• We want you as a customer - your neigh¬ 

bor too. 
• We want you to call us for information. 

To find out more, please call Dave 
Hawkinson (Ext 235) or 

p _ Emily Anderson (Ext 250) 
uORN BELT at Corn Belt Energy 

800-879-0339 or 
800-654-1088. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Tradition in transition 
Kingsdale Farms, 900 acres of prime prairie crop¬ 

land just west of Victoria in Knox County, was founded in 
1906 by T.C. King and has been continued over the de¬ 
cades by his son Keith then Keith’s son Jerry and, cur¬ 
rently, Jerry’s son Brian King. For many, many years 
Kingsdale Farms was a grain, hogs and dairy operation 
that was nearly identical to 
most farms on the prairie. 

However, as the business 
of farming began to change and 
become even more specialized 
and competitive, Kingsdale 
Farms has shrewdly adapted. 
In March 1998, the decision 
was made to enter the Segre¬ 
gated Early Weening business 
at Jerry’s farm and a contract 
was signed with Farmland In¬ 
dustries, one of the largest 
farmer-owned businesses in 
the world. 

In preparation for this new 
venture the dairy operation was moved to the dairy farm 
of a friend and the herds combined in a cooperative ven¬ 
ture. The confinement hog operation at Jerry's farm was 
transferred to Keith's to be liquidated as the hogs be¬ 
came marketable. Market weight these days is about 250 
pounds and is usually reached after 5-6 months. Finally, 
the farmland is now being rented to a purely farming 
specialist and the King family no longer actively farm. 

Segregated Early Weening involves first and foremost 
a clean environment because, as the term suggests, the 
end product is baby pigs. Consequently, after the feeder 
hogs had been moved, the buildings were thoroughly 
cleaned and disinfected. Then they were left closed and 
empty for about five weeks to allow any left-behind germs 
to expire. In September and October of 1998, the new 
Cotswold sows were moved in and the breeding opera¬ 
tion began. 

The Cotswold is a designer hybrid developed by se¬ 
lective breeding from three different breeds of hogs. The 
object is to build an animal that will satisfy consumer 
demands for lean meat, quality, etc. The qualities that 
match these requirements have been selectively combined 

to produce the Cotswold. The National Pork Producers 
Council is the guiding spirit behind pork farmers and 
originated the industry's byword — “the other white 
meat”. 

At this time, Kingsdale Farms has 2,500 Cotswold 
sows that deliver an average of nine piglets per litter. To 

protect the health of the sow 
and the expected litter, she is 
given an injection of antibiot¬ 
ics prior to being artificially in¬ 
seminated. It’s all done under 
operating room cleanliness. 
The antibiotic is dispersed to 
the piglets through the 
mother’s milk. It’s a natural 
phenomenon that the drug 
weakens with time. To insure 
that strong and healthy pigs 
are received at the confinement 
operation, they are shipped at 
an average age of 17 days. That 
explains the term Segregated 

Early Weening. This is not detrimental to the animals. 
They are expected to and do prosper at their destination 
farm because they are always fed a special diet. 

Shipments are made twice a week from Kingsdale to 
farms mostly in the upper Midwest whose owners are 
also under contract to Farmland. The piglets weigh 11- 
12 pounds when they’re shipped. Even the contract hauler 
is under stringent regulations about cleanliness. He pres¬ 
sure-washes and disinfects his fifth-wheel trailer after 
every delivery. When he arrives at Kingsdale for a new 
load the trailer is unhitched from his truck, disinfected 
again and moved around the farm by tractor before be¬ 
ing reattached to his vehicle for the delivery run. 

And so goes this business of farming. These days, it 
appears, a farmer isn’t always the traditional farmer. The 
King family, while not necessarily unique in this respect, 
is certainly on the leading edge of a continuing transition 
in the farming industry. 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation provides power to the 
Kingsdale Farm operation and looks forward to continu¬ 
ing this relationship into the future. 

Five directors nominated for re-election 
The Nominating Committee met at the Corn Belt Energy 

office on December 14, 1999, to nominate candidates for 
five board positions to be filled by election at the 
cooperative’s 62nd annual meeting. 

The committee nominated the following members for 
election: Myron Erdman, District 1; Janice Reimer, District 
1; Thomas Johns, District 2; Scott Baum, District 4 and 
Charles Meisenheimer, District 7. 

The annual meeting will be held at Bloomington High 
School on Saturday, April 1, 2000. The annual meeting 
booklet will be mailed directly to the homes of the members 
in March. 

The members in the Northern Region who want to attend 
the meeting are invited to come to Bloomington. Or, you may 
watch and listen to the proceedings on the Internet at 
http://www.cornbeltenergy.com. 
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Electric water 
heaters: 
are flameless, ventless, odorless, silent, clean, safe, 
child-proof, low-priced, produce no carbon monox¬ 
ide and well help you buy one with up to $125 cash! 

Call Member Services for details. Press #4 on 
your touchpad. 

Reporting an Outage? 
If Your Equipment is the Cause 

You’ll Be Charged S50 
Before you call CBEC: 
1. Look around the neighborhood to see if other homes on your line 

have lights. 
2. If they do, you probably still have electricity. 
3. Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the breaker to “on” will re¬ 

store your power. 
4. If we send a crew out and the problem is in your equipment, we'll bill 

you $50 to partly cover our costs in sending the crew. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Preparm^o^ummeP^peak 
A year-round system maintenance program is nec¬ 

essary if we are to maintain the high degree of reliability 
we all desire - especially in the summer. But it’s only 
after the air conditioning season when the demand for 
electricity lessens that our crews can do the traditional 
line equipment upgrading and rebuilding with very little 
disruption of service. 

In this era of continuing growth, everything from 
substation transformers to the breakers on the line are 

studied, analyzed and examined. We have to ensure that 
we have the right sized equipment on line to meet the 
demand that will be placed on them next summer. What¬ 
ever it is, if it will not be strong enough to handle the 
expected load, it is replaced or upgraded. Even the size 
of the wire is affected. We replace miles of wire every 
year when the expected load growth study indicates the 
wire is of insufficient size for the next peak season. 

Line maintenance in this case means tuning up the switches 
at the automatic switching station as well as changing out 
the insulators and breakers on the three-phase primary volt¬ 
age line. The automatic switches instantly deliver power into 
the primary from another substation in the event power is 
lost at the original substation. 

This picture presents the close tolerances encountered in a 
substation. The device (X) just above the lineman’s hardhat 
is a circuit breaker that operates the same way the breakers 
in your service center do. Three of these were changed out 
in each of six substations. 

Replacing underpowered circuit breakers with those of 
higher amperage - one for each single phase line. These 
look very similar to transformers but serve the same func¬ 
tion as a breaker in a residential service center. 

Finishing up the change out of the three high-voltage “air 
break” switches in a substation. You may remember the ar¬ 
ticle in our April insert in the Illinois Country Living maga¬ 
zine about the fire in the switch at the Goodfield Substation. 
Goodfield was one of the four substations that needed this 
improvement. 



Installed a 
generator lately? 

Perhaps you purchased a small generator to see you 
through the Y2K threat. 

Corn Belt Energy is advising you not to operate it 
until you are sure that it cannot feed power back into 
our lines. To be sure that it’s isolated requires the in¬ 
stallation of a double-pole, double-throw switch or an 
equivalent piece of equipment. 

Such devices installed properly within your electri¬ 
cal system will protect linemen working to restore ser¬ 
vice. It will also protect your generator and the appliances 
you’ll have hooked up when our power comes back on. 

When you are using electricity from Corn Belt’s lines, 
the transformer that serves your location is lowering the 
voltage from 7,200 volts to the 120/240 volts your home 
requires. 

When you run a generator without a double-pole, 
double-throw switch installed on your system, you may 
feed 120 volt current back into the transformer. The 
transformer will then raise the voltage to 7,200 volts - 
enough to give a lethal shock to a lineman who will have 
assumed that the line was dead. 

So please, if you have a generator, protect yourself, 

TO MAIN 

FUSE BOX 

Double-pole, double-throw switches protect the linemen 
working to restore service and they protect your generator 
too. (Diagram courtesy of Illinois Electric Council). 

your investment and our linemen. 
Contact Corn Belt Energy if you have questions gen¬ 

erating electricity safely or need assistance in locating the 
proper equipment. Call us at 800-654-1088 or 800-879- 
0339 extension 228 or 222. 

How the census is used 
Government officials aren’t the only ones who 

will be using Census 2000 data. People from many 
walks of life use census data to advocate for causes, 
research markets, target advertising, locate pools 
of skilled workers and prevent diseases. 

Senior citizen groups often draw on statistics 
from the census to support their desire for com¬ 
munity centers. The census can show that the num¬ 
ber of elderly residents near a proposed center are 
plentiful and increasing. When county commission¬ 
ers digest this supporting data, they often cannot 
argue with the clear evidence that a new senior citi¬ 
zen center is needed. 

As businesses try to determine if the market 
for a new product is large enough or if the product 
will be accessible to consumers, one source of vital 
statistics is the census. It shows, on a local, re¬ 
gional or national basis, how many men, women 
and children live in a specific area, breaking out 
the data by age and ethnic origin, sex and race, 
home owners versus renters. Census numbers help 
businesses reduce their financial risk and broaden 
their markets. 

Nonprofit organizations often use census num¬ 
bers to estimate the number of potential volunteers 
in communities across the nation. Developers ana¬ 
lyze census data before deciding where to locate a 
new shopping mall. Male/female distribution will 
be considered by a dating service before deciding 
to advertise in an area, and income levels by an 
expensive clothing store before investing in a new 
outlet. 

Census statistics help determine where to build 
more roads (add lanes, install stoplights or lower 
speed limits, too) and hospitals and child-care cen¬ 
ters. They also help identify which communities 
need more federal help for job training. Head Start 
of the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program, 

which provides dairy and other nutritional supple¬ 
ments to new and nursing mothers and their children. 

But the Census Bureau needs help to conduct Cen¬ 
sus 2000. A large number of part-time positions are 
available in your neighborhood. For more information 
on census jobs in your area, call toll-free 1-888-325- 
7733. 

/7. Pay your electric bill the 
V l) C_CZ) effortless way with 

Electronic Funds 
Transfer. 

On the Due Date each month 
your bank pays your bill from 
your account to ours. 

Never write another check 
to CBEC! 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 

Central Region 
Phone (800) 879-0339 

Day or Night 
WITH TOUCHTONE SERVICE 

Our answering machine will tell you to press “1” to get into the outage reporting 
system. Then follow instructions. 
1. Enter vour area code and phone number using your touch pad. 
2. Answer questions using touch pad. 
3. Hang up. 

WITHOUT TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
libur call will be answered by our telephone system. If you will hold or wait, you 
will be put into VOICE MAIL. 
1. Tell vour name, area code, phone number, the time and date. 
2. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
3. Hang up. 

Northern Region 
Phone (800) 654-1088 

Day or Night 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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A year ago, we stated in this column that many 
puzzles would have to be solved and systems integrated 
before the merger could be said to be complete. We have 
made dramatic progress toward that goal. The journey 
would have been swifter had we not had to contend with 
the Y2K problem. Congratulations are in order to the 
management team that has carried us this far. 

We warned that the changes would most affect the 
members in the Northern Region. Suprisingly, the affect 
has been minimal. 

1. The meter reading date in the north was gradually 
shifted from the end of the month to the 20th of the month . 
The bills for the north are now mailed on the first of the 
month with the DUE DATE on the 20th. This is an addi¬ 
tional ten days grace period. We’ve had no complaints. 

2. In June, a new billing format was introduced that 
is a bit more informative than the postcard billing used 
for many years. We also now include a return envelope 
for convenience. We received some complaints and some 
praises. A new billing return address is explained in an¬ 
other article in this edition. 

3. The melding of the two different accounting sys¬ 
tems into one was completed by December 31st. This was 
one of the merger chores that was predicted to take a 
year or longer but concluded early due to some very 
dogged and hard work by the accounting section. 

4. The customer billing systems of the two coopera¬ 
tives, while being provided by the same contractor, are 

different. IVEC was using a newer generation of 
computerware than Corn Belt. The decision was to up¬ 
grade Corn Belt’s system to the newer version. This chore 
has progressed faster than anticipated through a great 
deal of toil and will be totally converted by mid-year. 

5. The changing of the identity signs on our build¬ 
ings, vehicles and substations will be completed by the 
end of March. The signs for the substations are taking 
the longest. 

6. Our communications system needs have been de¬ 
termined. Several systems were inspected, a few were 
given a trial period of use and Clear Talk has been cho¬ 
sen. Some of the new equipment has been ordered. Clear 
Talk is a trunked-radio communications provider owned 
jointly by Corn Belt Energy, Shelby Electric Cooperative 
in Shelbyville and EnerStar Power from Paris. The North¬ 
ern Region was already using Clear Talk equipment so 
the transition won’t be quite as expensive as it would 
have been had a new system been decided upon. Clear 
Talk is a remarkable system that, when completed will 
cover Illinois from the Mississippi to Indiana and from I- 
80 to 1-64 with no signal loss as a user drives through 
the area. More and more individuals as well as compa¬ 
nies of all sizes, including the State Police, are subscrib¬ 
ing to Clear Talk. 

7. The inventory control systems used by the two 
cooperatives have been evaluated, a final system has been 
decided upon and is in the process of being implemented. 
This will be completed by the end of March. In the end 
about 90 percent of the stock items carried in inventory 
at the Princeton and Bloomington warehouses will match. 
Each region has a few construction standards unique to 
their territory so there will always be a few “odd-ball” 
items. The yearly savings in interest on the money we 
borrow to maintain inventory will be $50,000-$60,000. 

New bill mailing address 
This news won’t mean much to you because we 

supply the window envelope you use to mail your bill 
and the return address is already printed on the bill 
stub. Many of you would probably never have noticed 
it. 

However, we want you to know that your bill pay¬ 
ment will no longer come to our office in Bloomington. 
You'll be sending it to an electric cooperative in 

4-H electricity school 
The Superintendent of the 4-H Electricity Division 

of the McLean County Fair has announced the first an¬ 
nual electricity school for 4-Hers and other interested 
youngsters in the county. 

The attendees will gain an understanding of basic 
DC electricity and electrical circuits, magnetism, wir¬ 
ing and wire sizes, AC electricity and equipment, house 
wiring and basic electronics. 

A light snack will be served during registration and 
lunch will be provided. 

Where - Farm Bureau Building 
402 N. Hershey Road 
Bloomington 
Saturday, February, 26,h 

8:30 a.m. till 3:00 p.m. 

There is no fee. 
To obtain a registration form, please phone the U of 

I Cooperative Extension Office in Bloomington at 309- 
663-8306. 

Martinsville, Indiana. In these times when so many 
companies and individuals are specialiizing in one 
thing or another. South Central Indiana Rural Elec¬ 
tric Membership Cooperative (REMC) specializes in 
processing bill payments for other co-ops through¬ 
out the Midwest. Upon investigation, we found that 
they can process our bills faster and cheaper than 
we can. 

Of course, you may choose to use one or more 
of our Easy Pay Ways or pay at the office on Morrissey 
Drive in Bloomington or use the after-hours drop 
box in front of the building or, members in the North¬ 
ern Region can pay your bills at one of the 15 area 
banks. 

Martinsville is located about midway between 
Indianapolis and Bloomington. Indiana, in Morgan 
County. South Central REMC has almost 30,000 elec¬ 
tric accounts. 

Annual meeting of members 
of Corn Belt Energy Corporation 

10:00 a.m. 

Saturday 
April 1, 2000 

at 

Bloomington High School 

Bloomington, Illinois 

Lunch will be provided 

The Annual Meeting Booklet will be mailed 
to you in March 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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PHONE 
DAY OR NIGHT 

800-654-1088 
800-879-0339 

Com Belt Energy News FAX: 309-663-4516 
E-mail: cornbeltenergy.cc 
Web: www.cornbeltenergl 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

A Touchstone Energy Partner 
E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. - Monday thru Friday 
Address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL or RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 

Try Corn Belt for your natural gas needs 
Residential and commercial customers of NICOR 

with a Bloomington/Normal ZIP code (61701, 61702, 
61704, 61761) are eligible to purchase their natural 
gas supply from Corn Belt Energy. Yes, as part of 
NICOR's Customer Select program, certain residents 
and all businesses in the Twin Cities can switch sup¬ 
pliers. 

But you better hurry. The opportunity exists only 
until the end of March. Then the Customer Select en¬ 
rollment period closes. 

Corn Belt’s offer is straightforward. Our plan is 
for a one-year contract at a fixed and unchangeable 

price per therm. Your cost will not increase during the 
coldest months as you’ve experienced in the past. With 
CBEC you pay the same flat price per-therm year- 
round. You will also protect against price swings in 
the natural gas market. 

Sign-up is easy. A special toll free number has been 
established for information and verification. You just 
call 1-877-999-9427 for current prices and sign-up. 
Residential and commercial accounts are welcome. 
Take the sting out of high costs and take control by 
selecting a fixed, not a variable price. 

Why do you receive this magazine? 
The Illinois Country Living magazine is almost 

entirely funded by the advertisers. It is chock-full of 
articles dealing with horticulture, home projects, reci¬ 
pes, safety, energy efficiency, technology, and personal 
finance - all good, wholesome family-magazine topics. 
And, from time to time, Illinois leaders provide com¬ 
mentary on matters important to rural Illinois. 

While the magazine articles are interesting, useful 
and informative, that isn’t the primary reason you re¬ 
ceive it. Presenting news about your own utility is. Corn 
Belt Energy News begins on page 16 of the magazine 
every month. Our pages are produced with the inten¬ 
tion of informing the membership about the operation 
of their cooperative. 

Of course, some issues are “more newsy” than oth¬ 
ers. But each is written to inform. Most articles used 
in our section of the magazine promote strategies and 
programs that can save the member money. Safety, 

efficient use of energy, peak shaving, system efficiency, 
etc., all can contribute to lowering our operating costs 
and to help maintain rate stability. Promoting electri¬ 
cal safety can help save the lives of cooperative mem¬ 
bers and save money for ratepayers by moderating 
insurance premiums and court claims. We keep you 
informed of new, efficient electric technologies such 
as geothermal heating and cooling systems; of peak¬ 
shaving programs aimed at saving you and the co-op 
money; of the progress of research into the effects of 
electric and magnetic fields (EMF), of the introduc¬ 
tion of new electric processes that are more efficient 
than their “other fuel” counterparts and friendlier to 
the environment as well. 

With more than 25,000 accounts, printed com¬ 
munications are the most cost-effective method to use 
to inform. 

Generators must be isolated 
Corn Belt Energy is advising our 

members who have generators that they 
should not be operated unless they can 
be electrically isolated from our lines. 
That means that a double-throw trans¬ 
fer switch or an equivalent piece of 
equipment must be in the circuit. 

Such devices installed properly 
within your electrical system will pro¬ 
tect linemen working to restore service. 
When you’re using electricity from Corn 
Belt’s lines, the transformer that serves 
your location changes the voltage from 

TO MAIN FUSE BOX 
TO METER 

7,200 volts to the 120 volts your home 
requires. An improperly isolated gen¬ 
erator will push 120 volts into the 
transformer where it is stepped-up to 
7,200 volts. This is killing voltage. 
Contact Corn Belt Energy if you need 
assistance in locating the proper iso¬ 
lating equipment. Our phone numbers 
are 800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 
extension 222 or 228. 
(Diagram courtesy of The Electrification Coun¬ 

cil) 
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How the census is used 
Government officials aren’t the only ones who 

will be using Census 2000 data. People from vari¬ 
ous walks of life use census data to advocate for 
causes, research markets, target advertising, locate 
pools of skilled workers and prevent diseases. 

As businesses try to determine if the market 
for a new product is large enough or if the product 
will be accessible to consumers, one source of vital 
statistics is the census. It shows, on a local, regional 
or national basis, how many men, women and chil¬ 
dren live in a specific area, breaking out the data 
by age and ethnic origin, sex and race, home-own¬ 
ers versus renters. Census numbers help businesses 
reduce their financial risk and broaden their mar¬ 
kets. 

Spring is 

Census statistics help determine where to build 
more roads (add lanes, install stoplights or lower 
speed limits) and hospitals and child-care centers. 
They also help identify which communities need 
more federal help for job training, Head Start or 
the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program, 
which provides dairy and other nutritional supple¬ 
ments to new and nursing mothers and their chil¬ 
dren. 

The Census Bureau needs help to conduct Cen¬ 
sus 2000. A large number of part-time positions 
are available in your neighborhood. For more in¬ 
formation on census jobs in your area, call toll-free 
1-888-325-7733. 

coming! 
You’ll soon be outside doing scheduled projects 

or unscheduled chores. Keep the following safety 
rules in mind: 

• Keep ladders, especially metal ladders, away 
from all overhead electric lines. 

• When you’re working on an electrical circuit be 
sure to flip the breaker serving that circuit to 
the off position. 

• Never use electric tools outside in the rain or 
while standing on a wet surface. 

• Make sure the extension cord you use is of ad¬ 

equate size for the electrical load you’ll place 
on it. 
The cord must be a three-wire, grounded ex¬ 
tension, not frayed or cracked and definitely 
not spliced or patched. 
Place a lightning arrestor on your radio and 
TV antennas. They should be grounded to a 
driven rod and that rod should be bonded to 
the driven rod of the electric service. 
Make this the safest spring and summer 
ever. 

Building a home? 
Geothermal Means 

Cheap Heat! 
Our geother¬ 
mal accounts 
are heating 
their homes 
for way, way 
less than they 
could with 

propane or natural gas. 
Cheap cooling too - about 1/ 
2 the cost of a common air 
conditioner. 

And, GT heats most of 
the domestic hot water for 
FREE! Another substantial 
savings. Do you honestly 
want low heating, cooling 
and water heating costs? 

Then install 
GEOTHERMAL! 

Call the Member Services 
Department at 

800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 
Press #4 on your touch-pad 

Thinking of stealing electricity? 
You can, and probably will, get hurt, 
1. Bad burns at a minimum 
2. Possible loss of a hand or fingers 
3. Death from electrocution 

You will get caught — no probably here 

CONVICTION SENTENCE FINE 
1. Meter tampering or 6 months $500 

circumvention 
2. Theft of electricity 10 days $1,000 

less than $150 
3. Second offense 1 to 3 years $10,000 
4. Greater than $150 2 to 5 years $10,000 

DON’T DO IT!! IT’S NOT WORTH IT!! 

EASY PAY WAYS 
Balanced Budget Program 
Join at any time — No zero balance required 
No "catch-up" month — Each bill is a 12-month average — 
No high summer bills on the Balanced Budget Program! 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Pay your electric bill the effortless way with Electronic Funds 
Transfer. On the DUE DATE each month your bank pays your 
bill from your account to ours. Never write another check to 
CBEC! BBP and EFT go arm-in-arm 

Phone the Office Services Department for details 
(press #2 on your touchpad.) 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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When it comes to power problems — 
There’s no place like home 

High-voltage surges of 20,000 or 30,000 volts 
are a threat to the delicate electronics in the appli¬ 
ances, computers and entertainment equipment 
found in homes today. These surges can instantly 
destroy. They are most commonly caused by light¬ 
ning striking telephone lines, power lines, cable TV 
lines or TV antennas. That’s the reason CBEC 
stocks suppression equipment for every applica¬ 
tion from the garage opener to the whole house. 

But research has proven time and time again 
that when it comes to power problems, the most 
likely place to look for the cause is in the home 
itself. 

Low-grade surges of up to 2,000 volts are put 
into home wiring countless times each month by 
appliance motors starting and stopping. The big¬ 
gest culprits are the motors that power the disposer, 
ftirnace, air conditioner, refrigerator, freezer, clothes 
washer, dishwasher and dehumidifier. These surges 
don’t instantly destroy the electronic components. 
But they chip away at the circuitry over time until 
one day the appliance just quits working. The re¬ 
pairman will, no doubt, tell you that the appliance 
took a surge. It may have taken thousands. 

Kitchen appliances of convenience — microwave 
ovens, disposers, blenders, etc. — can all cause 
problems on the power line because of the great 
amount of power needed to start to do their job. 
Some bathroom appliances, especially hair dryers 
and curling irons, can cause interference and over¬ 
draws on home wiring and it’s not uncommon for 
them to cause a circuit breaker to flip. Equipment 
you need to run your home office, such as a laser 
printer, can actually create short-term power lags. 

Central or portable vacuum cleaners can cre¬ 
ate temporary power brownouts (low-voltage). 
Clothes dryers demand large levels of electricity, 
which can create sags on the power line. Being 
handy around the house requires hand drills, cir¬ 
cular saws and similar small power tools. Many of 
them can create interference on home wiring. A 
coffee maker plugged into the same circuit as a com¬ 
puter can create havoc with the programming and 
work in progress each time it cycles the heater on 
or off. 

Retailers and the electric utility industry in gen¬ 
eral recommend individual appliance surge sup¬ 
pressors on any equipment with electronic circuitry. 

NEED TO REPLACE YOUR 
AIR CONDITIONER? 

Do it with a heat pump. 
Cheaper cooling 

Cheaper heating too! 
Call the Member Services Department 

Press #4 on your touchpad 

That’s the kind that plugs into an outlet and the ap¬ 
pliance plugs into it. These will protect from low- 
voltage surges. 

There are brownout protectors for the whole- 
house or for individual appliances available too. 
These typically will shut off the power to an appli¬ 
ance when it senses the voltage dropping below a 
predetermined level and will not turn it on until the 
voltage comes back to normal for a predetermined 
amount of time. 

Computers, VCRs and other equipment with 
volatile memory should be protected by an 
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) that allows for 
a gradual and orderly shut down of the equipment 
without loss of data. Phone lines are an easy path 
for damaging surges so all fax machines and com¬ 
puter modems need electric line and phone line surge 
protection. Sensitive printers can be protected with 
power conditioning gear. 

ELECTRIC 
. WATER HEATERS. 

flameless, ventless, odorless, 
silent, clean, safe, child-proof, 

low-priced, produce no carbon monoxide 
WEIL HELP YOU BUY ONE 

WITH UP TO $125 CASH! 
Call Member Services for details 

(Press #4 on your touchpad) 

Propane 
Partners 

PROPANE GAS USERS! 
Corn Belt Energy is pleased to announce 

a coalition with FS, a long-time propane sup¬ 
plier, to sell propane gas to farm, residential 
and commercial users within our 18-county 
service territory. 

• We want to be your propane supplier. 
• We want you as a customer - your neigh¬ 

bor too. 
• We want you to call us for information. 

To find out more, please call Dave 
Hawkinson (Ext 235) or 

Emily Anderson (Ext 250) 
at Corn Belt Energy 

800-879-0339 or 
800-654-1088. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Saturday, April 1, 2000 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBER/OWNERS 

OF CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION 
To be held at Bloomington High School, Bloomington, Illinois 

Registration — Coffee, tea, milk, donuts and rolls served 

ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS — Reports from the Chair¬ 
man of the Board of Directors, the President and the Trea¬ 
surer of CBEC. Election of board members. Entertainment 
and drawings for prizes during the meeting. 

Dinner will be served in the cafeteria. Please mail the reserva¬ 
tion form before March 28. Or reply via E-mail to 
dscott@cornbeltenergy.com 

CANT ATTEND THE MEETING? 
BE THERE VIA THE INTERNET AT 

www.cornbeltenergy.com 

Member name (please print) 

Map Location Number Area Code-Telephone Number 

APRIL 1 - MARK YOUR CALENDAR - APRIL 1 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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ws 
ENERGY Mailing address: RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 

Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - Monday thru Friday 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 
■ ■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

FAX: 309-663-4516 
E-mail: cornbeltenergy.com 

Web: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

Mi] A Touchstone Energy’Cooperative 

Some program changes 
Members in the northern and central regions should be 

aware of changes in the following demand control programs: 

Central Region - Rate 11 
This is the residential interruptible rate we have offered 

to central region members since 1994. New subscriptions 
will not be accepted or implemented retroactive to July 31, 
1999. That is, those members who signed up for the rate 
after July 30 last year are not eligible. A letter to that affect 
has been mailed to those members. For the 3600 current 
subscribers, the rate remains the same. 

Another change in Rate 11 — Any current subscriber 
who moves to another home served by Corn Belt may retain 
Rate 11 for a fee of $60.66 for the cost of moving the switch. 

Northern and Central Regions - Air conditioning Switch ‘n’ 
Save 

This program features a timer placed on the outside unit 
of central air conditioners to regulate the run time when the 
thermostat in the home calls for cooling during the hours of 
peak demand. This program will no longer be offered retro¬ 
active to July 31, 1999. For participants in the program 
prior to that date, nothing changes. 

Northern and Central Regions - Water Heater Switch n 
Save 

This program uses a timer to switch the power off to the 
water heater as the demand for power dictates. This pro¬ 
gram will no longer be offered retroactive to July 31, 1999. 
The program does not change for past participants. 

Annual Meeting of Members of 
Corn Belt Energy Corporation 

10:00 A.M., SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2000 

at Bloomington High School 
Bloomington, Illinois 

A free lunch is provided with a reservation. 
Phone 800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 extension 232. 

E-mail: dscott@cornbeltenergy.com 
or fax: 309-663-4516 

flameless, ventless, odor¬ 
less, silent, clean, safe, 

child-proof, low-priced, pro¬ 
duce no carbon monoxide 

WEIL HELP YOU BUY ONE 
WITH UP TO $125 CASH! 

Call Member Services for details 
(Press #4 on your touchpad) 

DO YOU 
GENERATI 

Can you isolate it from our 
system? If you can’t, you need 
a double-pole, double-throw 

switch installed now 
BEFORE SOMEONE IS 

INJURED. 

TO REPORT AN 
OUTAGE 
Central Region 

Phone (800) 879-0339 
Day or Night 

WITH TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Our answering machine will tell you 
to press “1” to get into the outage re¬ 
porting system. Then follow instruc¬ 
tions. 
1. Enter vour area code and phone 

number using your touch pad. 
2. Answer questions using touch 

pad. 
3. Hang up. 

WITHOUT TOUCHTONE SERVICE 
Your call will be answered by our tele¬ 
phone system. If you will hold or wait, 
you will be put into VOICE MAIL. 
1. Tell vour name, area code, phone 

number, the time and date. 
2. Tell of wire down, tree on line, etc. 
3. Hang up. 

Northern Region 
Phone (800) 654-1088 

Day or Night 
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Corn Belt and COMPACT 
McLean County Community COMPACT is a county-wide program to 

bring together leaders in business, education, government and commu¬ 
nity agencies to work cooperatively to strengthen the transition of young 
people from school to job. Projects for these entities are designed to 
improve academic preparation and job readiness for their assigned project 
level. 

For seven consecutive years, Corn Belt has been involved in Project 
III level activities. Project III connects employees of local businesses with 
sixth grade students in an educational program that is designed jointly 
by the school and the business to provide an opportunity for the student 
to learn about that business and related career choices. The long-range 
goal of this project is to give students an incentive to stay in school, stay 
off drugs and graduate so they can get a job that pays a living wage. 

This year, CBEC’s assignment was the 6th grade classes of Danvers 
Grade School. Over the four week duration of the course, eight of our 
employees introduced our industry, our cooperative, themselves and then- 
occupations to the classes of Mrs. Marshall and Mr. Dillon. They de¬ 
scribed their jobs to the students, related 6th grade subjects to their jobs 
and emphasized the necessity of accuracy in all work done. They stressed 
that most companies will not hire a person without at least a high school 
education and that most companies have a mandatory drug-testing pro¬ 
gram. 

By this participation of our employees, the children were exposed to 
broader job and career opportunities for their future consideration. They 
received a realistic perspective of work, the value of education and the 
benefits of leading a drug-free life. 

The co-op board of directors, the management and the employees 
are proud to be associated with COMPACT and all are hopeful the par¬ 
ticipation will have a lasting, positive impact on these youngsters. 

Danvers 6th grader Denise Nelson in 
the equipment a lineman puts on ev¬ 
ery time he climbs a pole. The staff in 
her right hand is an 8-foot long tool 
called a “shotgun,” that a lineman 
uses to make “hot line” connections. 

A GEOTHERMAL OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2000, 10:00 A.M. TILL 2:00 RM. 

This is your opportunity to discover just how much more 
spendable income you can have when you invest in a geother¬ 
mal system for your home or business. A typical geothermal sys¬ 
tem is 400 percent efficient, delivering four times more energy 
than it consumes. Corn Belt Energy’s geothermal owners heat 
for about 60 percent less than they could have with propane and 
about half the cost of natural gas. The savings continue through 
the summer for these members as they cool their homes for about 
1/2 the cost of a standard air conditioner and heat all the domes¬ 
tic hot water for free. 

Come see the world’s most cheap-to-operate 
heating/cooling/water heating system. 

Sponsored by: 

[DMI |[U 
CUMATEMASTER Hea,in9 and Alr Condi,io"in3 ^TiTE R G v 

Normal 309/454-1611 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

Location: About 2.5 miles west 
of Bloomington on Route 9 and 
1.5 miles north at the cemetery. 
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Buildings, bins and 
power lines 

Long before the erection of any buildings or grain 
bins on the farm, please contact our engineering de¬ 
partment for a review of the plats and the plans to make 
sure the clearances from our overhead lines meet the 
specifications of the National Electrical Safety Code. If 
they do not, our staff can make suggestions as to the 
location of the structure that can save a lot of money, 
time and, possibly, an injury to a construction worker. 

If we have to move or revamp our facilities to ac¬ 
commodate your new construction, there is a cost to 
the property owner. While you’re in the planning stage, 
contact our engineering department at 800-879-0339 
(then press #3 on your touchpad) for an appointment 
at your place or at ours. 

We cannot guarantee the work 
will be done prior to harvest. 

We want your installation to be safe for the con¬ 
tractor, for you and for our line personnel. 

The Surge Sentry 
System 

Total Home Protection 
From High Voltage Surges 

Call the Member Services 
Department 

(press #4 on your touchpad) 

GEOTHERMAL 
Cheap heat 
Cheap cool 

Call the Member Services Department 
at 800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 
then press #4 on your touchpad 

Engines roar at 
Talladega 

Touchstone Energy® is the proud sponsor of 
the NASCAR Busch Series 300-mile race at the 
Talladega Superspeedway. 

ESPN will air the April 15 event to an estimated 
audience of four million viewers. Be sure to check 
local program listings for the start time. 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation is a Touchstone 
Energy Cooperative and is one of more than 550 
electric cooperatives that have elected to join to¬ 
gether in this nationwide brand recognition pro¬ 
gram. 

Touchstone Energy also sponsors The Tucson 
Open, a professional golf tournament in Arizona, 
each spring. 

Enjoy the race and be sure to watch for the 
Touchstone messages. 

Please be cooperative 
Do not PLANT, STACK or BUILD ANYTHING 
within 8 feet of the front or four feet of the 
sides and back of a pad-mounted transformer. 

Whether restoring power or maintaining the 
system, our linemen need adequate clearance 
around our facilities to work safely. 

The time to decide and select CBEC as your natural 
gas supplier is rapidly drawing to a close. 

March 31 marks the end of the sign-up period for the 
Customer Select program offered through NICOR Gas. 

CBEC members who have received their in¬ 
formation packets from NICOR as eligible resi¬ 
dential and commercial accounts are 
encouraged to call toll-free 1-877-999-9427 for 
a current therm price quote and sign-up infor¬ 
mation. 

Your therm charges will be added to your 
CBEC electric account and will show as a sepa¬ 

rate item on the monthly statement. 
We offer a fixed-price per therm, one-year 

contract with no penalty in the event you elect 
to return to NICOR. 

The CBEC natural gas program is in its 
third year and the cooperative sincerely ap¬ 
preciates the fine response from our members 
to this energy program. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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— 

A few years ago a major West Coast electric util¬ 

ity hired a consulting engineering firm to investi¬ 

gate a select group of homes belonging to customers 

who had complained about high utility bills during 

the cooling season. 

The engineering firm thoroughly tested the air 

conditioning equipment and the ductwork of each 

home to determine if there was a mechanical cause 

for the high-energy usage. A capsulated version of 

the results is printed below. 

Problem — The airflow was too slow across the cooling 
coil. Caused by: 

• Dirty cooling coil. The coil inside the furnace 

collects lint, dust, etc., until a carpet is formed 

that the flowing air can barely penetrate. Solu¬ 

tion: have the coil cleaned. 

• Dirty and clogged filter. Solution: change or clean 

the filter. 

• Delivery registers were closed. Solution: open 

the registers. 

Problem — Improper refrigerant charge 
• About half the air conditioners were overcharged 

(had too much refrigerant gas in them). Many 

of these units were less than a year old. Over¬ 

charging causes the compressor (the big energy 

user) to work harder to cool, the occupants to 

Need to replace your 
air conditioner? 

Do it with a heat pump. 

Cheaper cooling 

Cheaper heating too! 

Call the Member Services Department 

Press #4 on your touchpad 

suffer comfort problems and the compressor 

to fail prematurely. Solution: request proof that 

the serviceperson’s gauges are calibrated prop¬ 

erly when the refrigerant level is checked. 

• About half were undercharged. Too little refrig¬ 

erant causes the compressor to run longer to 

provide cooling thus costing more to operate. If 

refrigerant has to be added often, there is a leak. 

Solution: have the leak repaired or replace the 

system. 

Problem — Kinked refrigerant lines 
• Kinked refrigerant lines are the result of sloppy 

workmanship and should be corrected by the 

installer of the equipment. 

Problem — Duct leakage 
• Causes ranged from loose joints to completely 

disconnected ducts. The result of the leakage 

was up to 30 percent loss of the cooled air and 

a corresponding increase in cooling costs. So¬ 

lution: the system installer should adequately 

seal the joints with sealer that is specifically 

manufactured for that purpose. Duct tape 
should never be used. These unconnected 

ducts should be permanently joined and the 

joint sealed with the proper mastic. 

As consumers, we tend to put off maintaining 

our cooling equipment because we sometimes don’t 

know exactly what to ask our serviceman to do. 

Perhaps the above will provide some ideas. Now is 

the time to have your system inspected, tuned and 

put in shape. Don’t wait till the first hot spell. The 

serviceman will have his hands full by then. 

Reporting an Outage? 
If Your Equipment is the Cause 

You’ll Be Charged $50 

Before you call CBEC: 
1. Look around the neighborhood to see if other homes 

on your line have lights. 
2. If they do, you probably still have electricity. 
3. Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the breaker to 

“on” will restore your power. 
4. If we send a crew out and the problem is in your equip¬ 

ment, we ll bill you $50 to partly cover our costs in 
sending the crew. 

EASY PAY WAYS 
^ Balanced Budget Program 

( BBPUSAEFTU J°in at any time — No zero balance required 

/ A "catch'uP month — Each bill is a 12-month average — j/! ]y No high summer bills on the Balanced Budget Program! 

A T' \ Electronic Funds Transfer 
^ \ \ i HP Pay your electric bill the effortless way with Electronic Funds 

\ \T/ Transfer. On the DUE DATE each month your bank pays your 
Y AY bill from your account to ours. Never write another check to 

CBEC BBP and EH go arm-in-arm \\ Y\j Phone the Office Services Department for details 
(jr (press #2 on your touchpad.) 

OFFICE CLOSED 
The Corn Belt Energy Corpora¬ 

tion offices will be closed 
April 21 in observance of 

Good Friday. In the event of 
an electrical emergency, 

please phone: 

Northern Region 
800-654-1088 

Central Region 
800-879-0339 
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CORN BELT NEWS 
Mailing address: RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
Otfice Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - Monday thru Friday 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 

FAX: 309-663-4516 
E-mail: cornbeltenergy.com 

Web: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative 

Visit our web site 
Address: 

www.cornbeitenergy.com 
Read about the recently held annual 

meeting of members. 
Learn how you can send your child to 

Washington, D. C. with our scholarship 
winners. 

Send us any suggestions you may have 
on running the cooperative better, cheaper, 
etc. Our e-mail address is 
cornbeltenergy.com. 

Propane users — summer fill is just 
around the corner. Get the CBEC price 
FIRST! You may be surprised! 

Understanding the 
National Electrical 

Code 
Section 547-8 “Agricultural 

buildings” 
Trying to interpret Section 547-8 of the 

1999 National Electrical Code (NEC) can 
be very confusing; especially when one com¬ 
pares the pictures from the 1999 NEC 
Handbook with the text. 

To make this section of the ’99 code 
easier to understand and to help rural elec¬ 
tricians perform electrical wiring on farm¬ 
steads the way the NEC intended, our state 
association has developed a “FLOW 
CHART" that answers many of the ques¬ 
tions the NEC book leaves unanswered. It 
quickly and easily informs the electrician 
what type of building disconnect is needed 
as well as the number of conductors re¬ 
quired to serve various buildings on a farm¬ 
stead. On the back of the chart the terms 
used in the NEC section are explained. 

The chart is available by calling Com 
Belt Energy at 800-879-0339 extension 
222. 

Notice 
If you are planning a grain 

dryer installation for your fall crop, 
you must have vour plans ap¬ 
proved by Corn Belt’s Engineering 
Department prior to July 1. 2000. 
Otherwise we will not guarantee 
service to the dryer by harvest time. 

Contact the Engineering De¬ 
partment before you purchase the 
dryer or add to your present sys¬ 
tem. 

Phone 800-879-0339 then 
press #3 on your touchpad. 

1 fo report an 
outage 

CENTRAL REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT 
800-879-0339 

NORTHERN REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT 
800-654-1088 

Office closed 
Memorial Day 

The Corn Belt Energy Corporation office 
will be closed Monday, May 29th in obser¬ 
vance of Memorial Day. In the event of an 
electrical emergency, please phone: 

Northern Region Central Region 
800-654-1088 800-879-0339 
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Power quality 
The term “power quality” has come into vogue 

in recent years because of the methods and the 
materials used in the construction of appliances, 
office equipment and home entertainment devices. 
Today, instead of bulky, heavy, tough internal elec¬ 
tric parts, we have small, light and very delicate 
electronic components that are susceptible to 
damage or destruction if the electricity feeding 
them isn’t in its purest form. 

Pure electricity leaves the generator and flows 
through the utility lines and the wires in a build¬ 
ing in uniform sine waves - 60 waves (cycles) per 
second. Anything that causes even the slightest 
“blip” on a wave will result in a loss of quality in 
the power that enters any electric equipment. The 
cause can be on the utility side of the meter or 
within the customer’s building. 

Experience has proven that about 80 percent 
of the aberrations originate within the consumer’s 
wiring and are caused by loose connections, im¬ 
proper grounding, overloaded circuits or motor 
driven equipment starting and stopping. 

This graph represents a basic sine wave. 

Power disturbances 
Spikes — A huge jump in voltage lasting less 

than l/60th of a second. 
Surges — Overvoltages lasting longer than 

l/60th of a second. 
Either can be caused by the automatic switch¬ 

ing on or off of motor-driven devices, a lightning 
strike on or near a power line — maybe miles 
away, or even something as simple as the dis¬ 
charge of static electricity built up on a copier 
from the shuffling of the paper. 

Problems caused — High voltage impulses can 
blow holes in microchip traces in any electronic 
circuitry. Sometimes the damage is immediately 
apparent but often it won’t show up for days or 
weeks after the event when the TV VCR, computer, 
et cetera, suddenly quits working. Affects on com¬ 
puters might include corrupted data, printer or 
terminal or processing errors. 

Sags -Undervoltage condition of l/60th to 

1/10th of a second duration. Caused by improper 
grounding, undersized wiring or sudden start-ups 
of large electrical loads. 

Problems caused — Sags can cause a com¬ 
puter to lock up. Can also slow the speed of disk 
drives causing read errors or crashes. TV picture 
will momentarily shrink and lights may dim 
slightly or blink. 

Brownouts — Low voltage situation lasting 
minutes or even hours. On the utility side, loose 
connections, weather, motor vehicles or animals 
interfering with our distribution equipment are 
the most common causes of widespread brown¬ 
outs. Within a member’s building, overloaded cir¬ 
cuits or loose wiring connections are the most 
common causes. 

Problems caused — Motors in electrical de¬ 
vices may lock up and bum out when they try to 
start under brownout conditions. Computers may 
malfunction and hardware may be damaged. 

Noise — High frequency interference from 
radio or TV signals, light dimmers, microwave, 
lightning, computer power supplies or improper 
grounding. 

Problems caused — Can create erratic behav¬ 
ior in electronic circuits in appliances, office 
equipment and home entertainment devices. In 
computers noise can cause processing errors, 
incorrect data transfer, and printer or terminal 
errors. 

Listed are some examples of power quality 
problems and their causes. The cause wasn't al¬ 
ways found quickly and easily. 

1. A coffeepot plugged into the same recep¬ 
tacle as a personal computer scrambled data on 
the PC whenever the pot’s heater cycled on or off. 
Solution — the pot was plugged into a receptacle 
on another circuit. 

2. Every time a humidifier in an office called 
for water, the motor created a 1,000-volt impulse, 
which caused a computer on another circuit to 
scramble data. Solution — A correctly sized surge 
suppressor was installed at the computer. 

3. A satellite dish antenna was installed with 
a common ground for the antenna and the re¬ 
ceiver. It was not tied in to the power supply 
ground wire. A nearby lightning strike raised the 
potential of the dish to the extent that a surge 
flowed from the dish to the TV equipment and 
fried the converter, the TV and the VCR. Solution 
— Make sure there is a continuous path on the 
ground wire back to the grounding lug in the main 
electric panel. 

4. A consumer living close to a utility substa¬ 
tion was convinced that high-voltage from the sub- 

(continued on 16d) 
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4-H Electricity School 
— A huge success! 

By Tina Veal, Extension Assistant, Youth Devel¬ 
opment and Chris Grotho, 4-H Electricity Super¬ 
intendent 

The McLean County 4-H Electricity Commit¬ 
tee and the University of Illinois Extension, 
McLean County, sponsored a 4-H Electricity 
School on Saturday, February 26th at the Inter¬ 
state Center in Bloomington. More than 130 grade 
school students from McLean, Woodford, and 
Champaign counties attended the event. Four 
workshops were held throughout the day on DC 
Circuits, Magnetism and Motors, Lighting and 
Energy, and Wires and Devices. The attendees 
were divided into four groups and each group at¬ 
tended each workshop on a rotating basis. Lunch 
was provided free-of-charge and Schwan's do¬ 
nated ice cream for dessert. 

The workshops were presented by several of 
the committee members and were assisted by 
many volunteers. The following workshops were 
conducted: 

DC Circuits — taught by Chris Grotbo 

Objective: To define DC electricity. Identify the 
components in an electrical circuit. Read and in¬ 
terpret symbols representing some common elec¬ 
trical components. Investigate a complete 
electrical circuit. Read a circuit diagram with sym¬ 
bols and connections. Study and build a series 
electrical circuit. Study and build a parallel elec¬ 
trical circuit. Learn about switches and use a 
switch in a circuit. Study and build a three-way 
switch circuit. Learn how two or more batteries 
can be wired to achieve more power. 

Magnetism and motors — taught by 
Jeff Marquis and Steve Gibson 

Objective: Students will study magnetic fields and 
identify the north and south poles of a magnet by 
the use of a compass. Using a compass, demon¬ 
strate how a coil of wire attached to a battery de¬ 
velops magnetic fields. Students will build an 
electromagnet while studying the effects of the 
number of turns v. magnetic strength. Finally, stu¬ 
dents will see electromagnets put to use in a 
simple DC electric motor. 

Chris Grotbo, McLean County 4-H Electricity 
Superintendent, teaching a class on Direct 
Current (DC) circuits. Direct Current is 
commonly associated with batteries. 

Lighting and energy — taught by 
Rod Sabick and Dave Hrueska 

Objective: A look at different types of light bulbs, 
light fixtures and lighting plans commonly used 
in residential and commercial buildings. Students 
will see a demonstration of light intensity v. power 
consumption between an incandescent bulb and 
a compact fluorescent bulb with the use of a kilo¬ 
watt meter. Finally, a look at solar panels as an 
alternate source of electrical energy. 

Wires and devices — taught by 
Tim Beitz 

Objective: Students will gain an understanding of 
the principles of alternate current electricity while 
working with typical AC devices commonly used 
in residential wiring. Focus will be on different 
types of wires, wire sizes, and proper termina¬ 
tion of wires to outlets, switches and lights. This 
workshop will allow students to build and test a 
simple AC circuit. 

To conclude the day, parents and youth at¬ 
tended a demonstration on high voltage devices 
and were amazed by a demonstration conducted 
by Chris Grotbo of several thousands of volts, 
sparks, and effects of electricity. Fair guidelines 
were reviewed for the coming year and questions 
were answered. The 4-H Electricity Committee is 
looking forward to planning another 4-H Electric¬ 
ity School next year! 

(continued on 16d) 
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(continued from 16b) 

station was causing his appliances to burn out. 
However, the real cause was power surges caused 
by his wife’s electric kiln cycling on and off. 

5. The owner of a salvage yard purchased an 
Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) system to 
protect his computer from a recurring loss of 
power. It didn’t help. He was sure it was the fault 
of the electricity supplier. Investigation revealed 
that the UPS system did not have power condi¬ 
tioning capabilities. The electric company wasn’t 
at fault either. When an air compressor in the 
customer’s shop next door to the office started, 
the voltage to the computer sagged to less than 
100 volts and that was enough to trip the com¬ 
puter. 

There is an endless supply of electrical prob¬ 
lems that can confront a homeowner or an office 
manager. Before blaming the power supplier for 
poor power quality, the in-house wiring and the 
internal distribution of the electricity should be 

Typical computer system susceptibility 

264 SAGS 

A typical computer location will experience 
443 disruptive or destructive power distur¬ 
bances each year. 

inspected for loose connections, overloaded cir¬ 
cuits and improper grounding. The chances are 
four-to-one that the cause will be found right at 
home. 
Source: Computer And Business Equipment 
Manufacturers Association 

(continued from 16c) 

The following sponsored the materials for the 
event: 
• Corn Belt Energy • Folger Electric, Inc. 
• Beitz Electric • Jim Jones Electric 
• Danvers Lions Club • UAW Local 2488 
• Emmett-Scharff Electric • IBEW Local 197 
• Johnson Controls 

Special thanks to all our sponsors, instruc¬ 
tors and to the McLean County 4-H Electricity 
Committee for providing these youth a "hands- 
on” opportunity to learn more about electricity. 

Members of the Electricity Committee 
include: 

Chris Grotbo, Electricity Superintendent 
Ray Mohr, 4-H Show Director 

Rod Sabick, Silverleaf Let’s Go Ag 4-H Alum 
Tim Beitz, Beitz Electric 

Central region news 

The Central Region billing this month was 
calculated using new generation software. 

Examine your bill thoroughly. 
If you suspect an error, call the office at 
309-662-5330 or 800-879-0339 

then press #2 on your touchpad. 

To have underground 
cable located 
NORTHERN REGION - BLUE BILL 
Phone 800-654-1088 day or night. 
Between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
press #6 on your touchpad. 

CENTRAL REGION - RED BILL 
Phone J.U.L.I.E. 800-892-0123 
day or night 

NOTE: To have underground cable 
located that is on your side of the meter, 
phone the largest electrical contractor in 
the city nearest you. 
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NEWS 
Mailing address: PO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
E-mail address: cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern 800-654-1088 
Central 800-879-0339 

FAX: 309-663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 
Monday thru Friday 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

CBEC and peaking power 

A 2,000-kilowatt Caterpillar diesel-fuelled peaking power 
generator. 

The framers of the 1992 Energy 
Policy Act never anticipated the cost 
of power during high demand peri¬ 
ods would reach the astronomical 
heights it has during the past two 
summers. The act, which mandated 
the deregulation of wholesale power 
sales in the electric utility industry 
and forbid the deregulation of the re¬ 
tail power market, has caused a com¬ 
plete rethinking of business 
philosophy in heretofore staid and 
conservative utility executive offices 
around the country. 

Utilities sometimes have to pur¬ 
chase extra power from another util¬ 
ity for a few hours during the hottest 
afternoons. For years the cost has 
been $35-$40 per megawatt hour (1,000,000 
watts for one hour). To say it was a surprise to 
discover the new price for wholesale peaking 
power was suddenly $5,000 to $7,000 per 
megawatt hour would be a severe understate¬ 
ment. Yet, there were instances during the sum¬ 
mers of ’98 and ’99 when that happened. 

Many investor-owned utilities (IOUs) suf¬ 
fered major losses in purchasing peak power 
at those rates. For example — Louisville Gas 
and Electric lost $250 million and Cinergy lost 
over $75 million paying for peaking power last 
summer. There were many others who were 
forced to curtail or lower their dividends and 
some even exited the wholesale power mar¬ 
ket. These are losses for these companies be¬ 
cause the expense was not a part of their rate 
base and could not legally be passed on to their 
customers. The alternative to paying the price 
was shutting the power off. 

The experience of the IOUs presented Corn 
Belt Energy with a frightening scenario. Tony 
Campbell, our Vice President of Electric Dis¬ 
tribution, began looking for a solution to the 
problem that would confront CBEC in the sum¬ 
mer of 2000 and beyond. Due to the natural 
growth of our peak load — we’re adding ap¬ 
proximately 1,000 accounts per year — we 
would have to buy more and more peaking 
electricity every summer into the future. His 
initial thought was to try to sign a contract with 
a generating utility to provide Corn Belt with 
peaking power at the historically low price. As 
he suspected, no utility in the country was even 
remotely interested in his offer. So that solu¬ 
tion was ruled out pretty quickly. 

Tony then began thinking what until re- 
cendy were unthinkable thoughts. Perhaps the 
cooperative could economically generate its 
own electricity during those critical hours. Not 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Memorial Day 

The Corn Belt Energy Corporation of¬ 
fice will be closed Monday, May 29 in ob¬ 
servance of Memorial Day. In the event of 
an electrical emergency, please phone: 

Northern Region Central Region 
800-654-1088 800-879-0339 

The Surge 
Sentry 
System 

Total Home Protection 
From High Voltage Surges 

Call the Member Services Department 
(press #4 on your touchpad) 
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so astonishing now, as it would have been just a de¬ 
cade ago. 

The growth of the generator manufacturing in¬ 
dustry has been phenomenal. From tiny one thousand- 
watt generators to units producing millions of watts, 
the manufacturers are shipping record numbers of 
their product. 

The financial and engineering calculations indi¬ 
cated that we should install 10 megawatts of generat¬ 
ing capacity to be operated as needed by CBEC or, if 
the price is right, to sell the output. With this much 
reserve we won’t have to go to the market to buy ex¬ 
pensive peaking power. The projected savings are such 
that 30-40 percent of the investment will be recap¬ 
tured within the first six months. 

It is a certainty that the reluctance of electric util¬ 
ity companies to construct new, central-station gen¬ 
erating plants will cause the cost of electricity to 
increase by the laws of supply and demand. Purchas¬ 

ing and using diesel-fueled peaking generators will 
help to mitigate our future risks and certainly be more 
economical than purchasing power for a few hours 
during those hot summer afternoons and evenings. 
You can operate a generator for several days for what 
it would cost to buy just one megawatt. 

In addition, the remainder of our load will be more 
attractive to potential suppliers, equating to lower 
wholesale power costs. 

We are installing three Caterpillar brand genera¬ 
tors at the Parkside Substation on the west side of 
Normal and locating two Onan units at the Gillum 
Substation. Each will be of 2,000,000 watts (2 mega¬ 
watts) capacity. 

And this may not be the end of our venture into 
self-reliance. As the theory of disbursed generation 
gains credence through experience, we’ll no doubt give 
additional purchases of generating equipment a very 
close look. 

Vacations and bills 
Your electric bill is due on receipt. It is past due 

after the 5th of the month in the Central Region and 
the 20th of the month in the Northern Region. If the 
PAST DUE DATE happens to fall on a weekend, the 
following Monday is the past-due date. If the PAST 
DUE DATE happens to fall on a holiday, the next busi¬ 
ness day is the past-due date. 

Vacations are almost always planned weeks, if not 
months, in advance. They are not spur-of-the-moment 
decisions. You'll know in advance that you are going 
to be gone on the DUE DATE of your electric bill. Make 
sure it’s paid before you leave. Either mail the pay¬ 
ment, use the convenient drive-up, drop-in facility at 
the front of our building or, in the Northern Region, 
pay at one of the 15 banks authorized to accept pay¬ 
ment. With that done, the cooperative and you are 
assured that there will be no late payment charges, 
trip charges, disconnections, arguments, hurt feelings, 
etc., etc. 

And if you’re lucky enough to be able to get away 
for three or four weeks at one time, call the office to 
get an estimate of your charges, then follow the old 
payment routine. 

Better yet, why not subscribe to our Automatic 
Funds Transfer program. On the DUE DATE every 
month, your bank pays your bill from your account 
to ours. Never again will you have to write another 
check to Corn Belt and never again will you have to 
lick a flap or a stamp for Corn Belt. Call the Office 
Services Department at 800-654-1088 or 800-879- 
0339 then press #2 on your touchpad to get all the 
information on the program. It’s the effortless way to 
pay a bill. 

NEED TO REPUCE~YOUR 
AIR CONDITIONER? 

Do it with a heat pump. 
Cheaper cooling 

Cheaper heating too! 
Call the Member Services Department 

Press #4 on your touchpad 

WOW! What a year! 
As this is written in early April the Engineering 

Department in the Central Region is estimating that 
we will bury more than 15 miles of primary voltage 
wire in 2000 — almost all of it in new subdivisions. 
That doesn’t count the tens of thousands of feet of 
underground secondary wire that will be needed for 
the hundreds of services for the new homes to be built 
in those subdivisions. 

On the overhead side of the business — already 
in April, plans are being finalized and work orders 
are being drawn to rebuild old and build new in ex¬ 
cess of 15 miles of overhead three-phase line. That 
includes construction to accommodate road-widen¬ 
ing projects on the east side of Bloomington-Normal 
— mostly on the Towanda-Barnes Blacktop and East 
Raab Road. 

In addition to the new terminal at the Central Illi¬ 
nois Regional Airport in Bloomington, we have major 
three-phase services to install to 13 new buildings 
and complexes. These include a grade school and a 
high school for Unit 5. the new airport control tower, 
and a manufacturing plant on the west side of the 
twin cities and various retail establishments in both 
Bloomington and Normal. 

From all appearances, this will be the busiest year 
ever for Corn Belt’s Central Region. 

PLEASE BE COOPERATIVE 
Do not PLANT. STACK or BUILD ANYTHING within 8 
feet of the front or four feet of the sides and back of a 
pad-mounted transformer. 

Whether restoring power or maintaining the system, our 
linemen need adequate clearance around our facilities 
to work safely. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Back-up sump pumps 
One of the most worrisome thoughts of members 

with sump pumps is...what if the power fails? Hop¬ 
ing and wishing it doesn't happen, doesn’t help. We 
know ‘cause we’ve tried it many times. 

There is help available however. The kind of help 
that allows you to blissfully smile, roll over and go 
back to sleep when those middle-of-the-night thun¬ 
derstorms come along. 

The help is in the form of back-up sump pumps. 
Today, they are manufactured to use three different 
sources or power - electricity, water or gasoline A quick 
phone survey of possible providers netted some very 
encouraging results. 

Lowe’s, Menards, Farm and Fleet, True Value 
Hardware, Ace Hardware, Hundman Do-It-Center and 
Clark & Barlow stock basic, no-frills battery-operated 
models that sell for about $190. They’ll have an auto¬ 
matic recharger for the battery, probably an alarm 
and will usually be installed to come on when the main 
pump doesn’t. 

True Value Hardware offers four additional mod¬ 
els of pumps in ascending order of cost. The super 
model is called the Basement Watchdog. It’s designed 
to be not only the standby pump but the primary pump 
as well. It operates on either standard 120-volt power 
or a 12-volt battery and switches from one to the other 
as needed. This $500 microprocessor-based unit con¬ 
stantly analyzes itself and displays the number of 
hours of pumping left in the battery. Other essential 
information it reports: battery needs water, needs to 
be replaced, is discharged, is defective, is not hooked 
up correctly and if a circuit breaker or fuse has failed. 

The Watchdog reportedly will pump 2,200 gal¬ 
lons per hour for over seven continuous hours. This 
is the real key to the desirability of standby pumps — 

how long will it pump at how many gallons per hour. 
You’ll want to be sure to ask about pumping duration 
and gallons as you shop the various stores. 

The battery for any of the above will have to be 
purchased separately. Recommended is a 12-volt, 140 
amp, deep-cycle marine battery. Interstate Battery has 
one at $81. There are other suppliers. 

Illinois Plumbing Supply Company in Springfield 
(Phone: 217-793-9800) markets the Home Guard 
water-powered sump pump that is the most carefree 
of all because it has no wires, electrical connections, 
batteries or pull ropes. Just connect it permanently 
to the house water supply and forget it. Naturally, the 
water must be supplied from a municipal system be¬ 
cause a private well would also be out of power dur¬ 
ing an outage. The Home Guard should be installed 
to begin pumping when the main pump fails to oper¬ 
ate. It has it’s own float system that will start and 
stop the pumping action. It will pump 335 gallons 
per hour at a 10-foot rise using the standard 40-pound 
municipal pressure that enters your home. Higher 
pressure will cause more sump water to be pumped. 

Gas-fired pumps are old hat. They work fine but 
someone usually has to start them. Not much help 
when there is no one home. 

Buying a standby sump pump is like buying in¬ 
surance. You hope you never have to use it. But what 
a relief it is to have it when you need it. For example, 
suppose there is no power outage but the primary 
pump can’t keep up with the flow from a real “gully 
washer.” In that case, all the battery-powered pumps 
(except the Basement Watchdog), if properly installed, 
could then become a second primary pump. That’s 
insurance. 

Understanding National Electrical Code 
Section 547-8 “Agricultural Buildings” 

Trying to interpret Section 547-8 of the 1999 
National Electrical Code (NEC) can be very con¬ 
fusing; especially when one compares the pictures 
from the 1999 NEC Handbook with the text. 

To make this section of the ’99 code easier to 
understand and to help rural electricians perform 
electrical wiring on farmsteads the way the NEC 
intended, our state association has developed a 
“FLOW CHART” that answers many of the ques¬ 

tions the NEC book leaves unanswered. It quickly 
and easily informs the electrician what type of build¬ 
ing disconnect is needed as well as the number of 
conductors required to serve various buildings on 
a farmstead. On the back of the chart the terms 
used in the NEC section are explained. 

The chart is available at no cost by calling Corn 
Belt Energy at 800-879-0339 extension 222. 

TO REPORT 
AN OUTAGE 

CENTRAL REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Phone (800) 879-0339 

NORTHERN REGION 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Phone (800) 654-1088 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

EASY PAY WAYS 
Balanced Budget Program 
Join at any time — No zero balance required 
No "catch-up" month — Each bill is a 12-month average — 
No high summer bills on the Balanced Budget Program! 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Pay your electric bill the effortless way with Electronic Funds 
Transfer. On the DUE DATE each month your bank pays your 
bill from your account to ours. Never write another check to 
CBEC! BBP and EFT go arm-in-arm 

Phone the Office Services Department for details 
(press #2 on your touchpad.) 
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NERGY SAVING TIPS 
PREPARING FOR SUMMER 

Now is the time to disconnect, clean, and store 
away humidifiers, stock tank heaters, pump house 
heaters and all the other wintertime only appli¬ 
ances. In short, stop and think of all those things 
you plugged in last fall for comfort or convenience, 
search them out and unplug them. 

Clean the leaves and debris from around the 
outside air-conditioning unit. Shut the unit off at 
the main panel in the house or at the outside dis¬ 
connect, take the cover off and hose the inside out 
too. Get rid of all the accumulated dirt in the unit 
and in the coil - especially the coil. Have your ser¬ 
viceman tune it up. The biggest reason air condi¬ 
tioning units “lose their cool” is because they are 
low on gas. A low level of freon will cause the air 
conditioner to run longer to do the cooling job, using 

more kilowatt hours and probably not providing 
the comfort desired. And youll grumble when you 
get the bill. Call the serviceman now to set up an 
appointment. 

Go into the attic to make sure the vents are 
open to allow air to circulate freely. Check the sof¬ 
fit vents in particular. Winter winds have been 
known to move loose insulation into the soffit, com¬ 
pletely blocking the vents. Worse still. The wind 
may have blown the loose insulation toward the 
middle of the attic leaving the drywall ceiling bare 
to the 100 plus degree summertime temperatures 
in the attic. Then you’ll really grumble when you 
get the bill. 

If you have a power vent in the attic, by all 
means clean the fan blades. Dirty blades lower the 
ability of the fan to move the amount of air it’s rated 
to do. Check to make sure the thermostat is func¬ 
tioning. Install a thermostat on it if it doesn't have 
one. 

If you are planning on planting trees, consider 
shading the south and west sides of the house. Good 
shade is worth quite a bit of air conditioning. Part 
of your planning should include having the under¬ 
ground utilities located before the digging starts. 

For the gardener 
Jerry Baker’s homemade tonics for trees, shrubs and evergreens 
Spring Green-up Tonic 

Ingredients 
1 can of Beer (your favorite brand) 
1 can of Cola (do NOT use diet) 
1 cup of Liquid Lawn Food 
1/2 cup of Household Ammonia 
1/2 cup of Liquid Dish Soap 

Mix the ingredients and pour into a hose-end 
sprayer. Spray the plant before noon from top to bot¬ 
tom until the point of run-off. This treatment should 
be repeated in three weeks. 

Spring Bug-Busting Tonic 
Ingredients 

1/2 cup of Liquid Dish Soap 
1/2 cup of Mouthwash 
1/2 cup of Tobacco Juice* 

*To make the juice, put one package of chewing to¬ 
bacco in a nylon stocking. This will hold the tobacco 

Reporting an Outage? 
If Your Equipment is the Cause 

You’ll Be Charged $50 
Before you call CBEC: 
1. Look around the neighborhood to see if other 

homes on your line have lights. 
2. If they do, you probably still have electricity. 
3. Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the 

breaker to “on” will restore your power. 
4. If we send a crew out and the problem is in 

your equipment, we’ll bill you $50 to partly 
cover our costs in sending the crew. 

in one lump like a tea bag does tea leaves. Then, just 
like making tea, steep the tobacco bag in one gallon 
of boiling water. Remove from the heat source and let 
cool enough so you can squeeze all the good stuff from 
the bag. Store the juice in a gallon jug. 

Use a hose-end sprayer 
Types of Insects: 

Flying - To the above mixture add 1/2 of the 
recommended dosage of a commercial fruit tree 
chemical. Spray from the top to the bottom of the 
plant and then from the bottom to the top. 

Crawling - Add 1/2 the recommended rate of 
Dursban to the above mixture. Apply first on the 
ground and spray until halfway up the tree. 

Caterpillars - Wrap the trunk with a narrow 
band of burlap. Coat the burlap with a commercially 
available tacky substance. Then spray the burlap with 
the solution. 

If you are planning a grain dryer installation for 
your fall crop, you must have your plans ap¬ 
proved by Corn Belt’s Engineering Department 
prior to July 1, 2000. Otherwise we will not 
guarantee service to the dryer by harvest time. 

Contact the Engineering Department before you 
purchase the dryer or add to your present sys¬ 
tem. Phone 800-879-0339 then press #3 on your 
touchpad. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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bnliD NEWS 
Mailing address: RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
E-mail address: cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern 800-654-1088 
Central 800-879-0339 

FAX: 309-663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 
Monday thru Friday 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

Members learn of new 
opportunities, challenges. 

Five area directors were re-elected to the board of Corn Belt Energy Corporation at 
the member-owned electric cooperative’s 62nd annual meeting Saturday, April 1, at 
Bloomington High School. The re-elected, pictured with President/CEO Jeffery D. 
Reeves (center), were (left to right) Thomas W. Johns of Delavan, Charles 
Meisenheimer of Walnut, Scott D. Baum of Clinton and Myron E. Erdman of Chenoa. 
Janice I. Reimer of Carlock (not pictured) was also re-elected. 

Five area directors were re-elected to 
the board of Corn Belt Energy Corpora¬ 
tion at the member-owned electric 
cooperative’s annual meeting Saturday, 
April 1, at Bloomington High School. Re¬ 
elected were Janice I. Reimer of Carlock, 
Myron E. Erdman of Chenoa, Thomas W. 
Johns of Delavan, Scott D. Baum of 
Clinton and Charles Meisenheimer of Wal¬ 
nut. 

Corn Belt Energy broadcast its 62nd 

annual meeting over the Internet using 
web cast technologies. Corn Belt Energy 
is one of the first co-ops in the nation to 
take advantage of the Internet in this way. 

Rae E Payne of Bloomington, chair¬ 
man, noted that the issues discussed at 
last year’s annual meeting, the merging 

of Corn Belt Energy and Illinois Valley 
Electric Cooperative, technology and de¬ 
regulation, are still relevant issues. He told 
the members that the merger is more than 
a year old and the board is pleased with 
the progress it’s seen. “It’s an ongoing pro¬ 
cess and well see more changes this year 
that will reap benefits for the member¬ 
ship,” said Payne. 

Payne also discussed the Y2K issue. 
“Last year, your board directed manage¬ 
ment and employees to do everything pos¬ 
sible to ensure the cooperative was Y2K 
compliant.” He said employees worked 
hard to ensure the success of this project. 

“The board is committed to making 
your cooperative an organization you are 
proud to be associated with. An organiza- 
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tion you trust and believe in and that you know 
is working to continue to offer services at the 
lowest cost without sacrificing service. We, the 
board, management and employees are here to 
listen, communicate, be fair and ensure you have 
democratic control of your own energy provider,” 
he closed. 

Jeffrey D. Reeves, president/CEO, discussed 
Corn Belt’s new natural gas division. “We are a 
retail marketer of natural gas and we’ve been in 
the business for a little less than three years.” 
He said the cooperative sells natural gas as part 
of a pilot program to some 1,600 transport, com¬ 
mercial and residential customers in 
Bloomington, Joliet and Rockford. 

Reeves next discussed power supply. He said 
Corn Belt’s buyout of the Soyland Power Coop¬ 
erative contract was on schedule. He said the 
central region had $14.3 million dollars of its 
$35 million dollar loan left and the northern re¬ 
gion had $7.3 million dollars of its $9 million 
dollar loan left. “At this rate, the central region 
could see a rate decrease in 2001 and the north¬ 
ern region at the end of 2002,” he noted. 

Several members had questions and one 
asked why Corn Belt Energy would sign another 
wholesale power contract. Reeves responded, “A 
contract is a guarantee that rates will remain the 
same throughout the year, even if we were to have 
a very hot summer. Without a contract, we’d have 
to buy power on the spot market and we’d be 
paying very high rates if that should happen. We 
are looking at all of our options right now, and 
the board will make a decision based on what 
they feel is best for the cooperative members.” 

In addition to wholesale power contracts, 
Corn Belt Energy is exploring other power sup¬ 
ply options, including a percentage ownership 
of a power plant and distributed generation op¬ 
tions including fuel cells. 

Reeves also updated co-op members on plans 
for a new office. “It will be in Downs, a 10 min¬ 
utes drive from 46 percent of our members in 

the central region,” Reeves said. The new loca¬ 
tion is expected to be completed in 2001 and 
will be larger and more efficient. “We will have 
the opportunity to sell our current buildings to 
the highest bidder. We estimate that the new fa¬ 
cility will cost us an additional $400,000 to 
$500,000,” he noted, “and that may be reduced 
if we find someone willing to pay a higher price.” 

Reeves said deregulation was the primary 
issue the co-ops have been dealing with and will 
continue to deal with in the coming years. Com¬ 
petition for Corn Belt Energy’s commercial and 
industrial customers will be allowed on January 
1, 2001 and on May 1, 2002 for residential. “De¬ 
regulation will open up the industry to more com¬ 
petitive rates for energy costs, but keep in mind 
that your distribution services will still be pro¬ 
vided by Corn Belt Energy,” Reeves said. 

Albert Hagenbuch of Utica, secretary-trea¬ 
surer, reported that the net utility plant had in¬ 
creased by more than $4 million in 1999. The 
co-op also grew by 1,562 members in 1999. The 
average cost of providing new service in 1999 
was $2,654 per new member, said Hagenbuch. 

Margins for the co-op, however, were down. 
“Under total margins we have a loss $150,367,” 
said Hagenbuch. In 1998 the co-op had a small 
margin of $217,541. “Until the Soyland debt is 
paid off, I would expect to continue to see small 
negative or positive margins,” he said. 

“We have accomplished a great number of 
things in the past year. We have merged two sets 
of books, two workforces, two boards of direc¬ 
tors, and two management teams into a coop¬ 
erative that is ready for new challenges in the 
years ahead,” he concluded. 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation serves some 
25,355 members in parts of Bureau, Champaign, 
DeWitt, Ford, Henry, Kendall, Knox, LaSalle, 
Livingston, Logan, Macon, Marshall, McLean, 
Piatt, Putnam, Stark, Tazewell and Woodford 
counties. 

EASY PAY WAYS 
Balanced Budget Program 
Join at any time — No zero balance required 
No "catch-up" month — Each bill is a 12-month average 
Budget Program! 

No high summer bills on the Balanced 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Pay your electric bill the effortless way with Electronic Funds Transfer. On the DUE DATE each 
month your bank pays your bill from your account to ours. Never write another check to CBEC! 

BBP and EFT go arm-in-arm 
Phone the Office Services Department for details 

(press #2 on your touchpad.) 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Changes in Policy 200-1 
At their April meeting the board of directors 

approved some major changes in Policy 200-1 
(ELECTRIC METER READING, COLLECTIONS 
AND ASSOCIATED PRACTICES). We list them 
here for the benefit of the membership. A mem¬ 
ber may obtain a copy of the policy by stopping 
by the Corn Belt Energy office at 1502 Morrissey 
Drive in Bloomington, Illinois. 

1. EASY PAY WAYS — Joining our Easy Pay 
Ways lineup is On-Line Banking via Internet or 
other forms of e-commerce. 

2. LATE PAYMENT OF BILLS — If a bill is 
not paid by the 5th of the month in the Central 
Region (red) or by the 20th in the Northern Re¬ 
gion (blue), the cooperative shall include a re¬ 
minder notice on the current bill. Those arrears 
must be paid within seven (7) working days af¬ 
ter the mailing date of the current bill. If pay¬ 
ment is not received by the reminder date, a 
notice of intent to disconnect after five (5) work¬ 
ing days will be mailed. 

3. DISCONNECTION OF SERVICE — After 
the final disconnect date, if the member still has 
not paid the bill or made payment arrangements 
with the cooperative, a collection agent will be 
dispatched who will either collect the total 
amount in arrears or disconnect the service for 
nonpayment. If a collection agent is dispatched, 
a thirty dollar ($30) collection fee shall be added 
to the consumer’s bill. There shall be no exten¬ 
sion of time or payment. 

In the event the service is disconnected, an 
additional fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) shall 
be charged for reconnection provided that such 
reconnection is done between 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m. Monday thru Friday. 

For reconnection after 3:30 p.m. Monday 
thru Friday there will be a fifty dollar ($50) fee. 

For reconnection on Saturdays there will be 
a one-hundred-forty dollar ($140) fee. 

For reconnection on Sundays or holidays, 
there will be a one-hundred-eighty dollar ($180) 
fee. 

No consumer shall be reconnected at a dif¬ 
ferent location until all past due accounts and 
charges arising from previous service have been 
paid in full even though a different member of 
the family is requesting service. 

The cooperative may refuse to reconnect ser¬ 
vice when a delinquency exists and the request 
to reconnect service is from a person related by 
blood or marriage to the current occupant or who 
lived at the premises when the delinquency was 
created, 

4. RETURNED CHECKS — There will be a 
twenty dollar ($20) fee plus any additional bank 
charges on checks returned to the cooperative 
from the bank marked "insufficient funds”, "no 
account”, etc. In the event reimbursement has 
not been made within five (5) days following no¬ 
tification to the consumer, a collection agent will 
be dispatched to effect collection of each returned 
check. The same charges and procedures listed 
under #3 above shall apply. If two (2) or more 
returned checks are received from the same con¬ 
sumer in a twelve (12) month period, the coop¬ 
erative may require future billings to be paid in 
cash, certified check or money order until the 
consumer has reestablished their credit rating 
with the cooperative. Generally, that will be a 12- 
month record of payment of bills without being 
delinquent. 

5. METER TAMPERING AND ENERGY DI¬ 
VERSION — If a meter seal is found missing on 
the meter more than two (2) times in any 12- 
month period and there is no evidence of tam¬ 
pering, the cooperative may charge forty dollars 
($40) to reseal the meter. 

6. METER TESTING AND BILL ADJUST¬ 
MENT — Should the member/consumer doubt 
the accuracy of the cooperative’s meter, a spe¬ 
cial test of the meter can be requested upon pay¬ 
ment of a forty dollar ($40) meter test fee. The 
cooperative will retain the forty dollar ($40) meter 
test fee and shall not adjust any consumer’s bill 
to compensate for under or over registration by 
any meter which test establishes has registered 
consumption within an average accuracy of 4 
percent or less. 

If the meter test discloses that the meter is 
over registering consumption with an average 
error of more than 4 percent, the meter test fee 
shall be refunded to the consumer and the 
consumer’s billing shall be adjusted for the full 
amount of the actual error for a period not to 
exceed six (6) months and/or will be limited to 
the period showing an abnormal increase in us¬ 
age. 

7. VACATIONS — In the event the member/ 
consumer desires the service to be disconnected 
during an absence, there will be a twenty-five 
dollar ($25) charge for the disconnection and 
another twenty-five dollar ($25) charge for the 
reconnection. If the service was disconnected for 
less than eighteen (18) months, the monthly fa¬ 
cilities charges for each of those idle months must 
be paid. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Residential summer rates Our first peaking 
generator 

To insure that we spend 
the least amount of money 
for our peaking power in 
this and future summers, 
our management has pur¬ 
chased five generators that 
will produce 2,000 kilo¬ 
watts each. 

The picture is of the 
first generator being in¬ 
stalled at the Parkside Sub¬ 
station in west Normal just 
south of the Normal Com¬ 
munity West High School. You’ve probably seen it 
from 1-55/74 as you bypass the TWin Cities. There 
will be two more installed at Parkside and two at 
the new Gillum Substation southeast of 
Bloomington. 

Peaking power in the last two summers has 
risen in cost from $35-$40 per million watts (mega¬ 
watt hour) to $5,000 to $7,000. Payback for the 
generators will be very quick. 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Independence Day 

The Corn Belt Energy Corporation office will be closed 
Thesday, July 4th to observe Independence Day. In the 
event of an electrical emergency, please phone: 

Northern Region Central Region 

Blue Bill Red Bill 

800-654-1088 800-879-0339 

Purchasing electricity in the summer has 
been more costly than in the winter since 1979 
when Congress enacted the Public Utilities Regu¬ 
latory Policy Act. Among other things the act en¬ 
couraged state Utility Commissions to set higher 
summer rates to more accurately reflect the 
higher cost of generating electricity in the sum¬ 
mer. The cost to many utilities for short-term 
wholesale peaking power during the summers 
of 1998 and 1999 certainly emphasized the fact. 
Electricity that traditionally cost them $30 to $40 
per megawatt hour rose to $5,000 to $7,000 per 
megawatt hour. The higher costs come about 
because the oldest, most inefficient generating 
plants must be used to meet the higher demand 
for electricity created by the air conditioning load. 
These older plants are mostly on standby dur¬ 
ing the non-summer months. 

Central Region 

The majority of our residential accounts are 
served on Rate 1. This rate has two separate 
schedules — one for summer and one for win¬ 
ter. The winter schedule is in affect 10 months 
of the year. The summer schedule applies to the 
high demand months of July and August (bills 
received in August and September). 

Northern Region 

Those members who subscribe to a rate with 
the “OFF PEAK” - “ON PEAK” options have been 
purchasing electricity at the “ON PEAK” rate since 
the beginning of June. The “ON PEAK" option 
continues through September. 

Central Region News 
Attention Rate 11 Subscribers 

We may interrupt your service 5 or 6 times between June 15 and September 15. However, the 
interruptions occur only on weekdays, never on weekends or holidays. 

Tune in one of the following stations sometime during the morning of the hot days to find out if your 
service may be interrupted that day. They announce the “probable” interruption periodically during the 
morning. 

Station Dial Position Station Dial Position 
WJBC-AM Bloomington 
WHOW-AM Clinton 
WIRL-AM Peoria 
WDZ -AM Decatur 
WDZQ-FM Decatur 
WCIC-FM Pekin 

@1230 
@ 1520 
@ 1290 
@ 1050 
@95.1 
@91.5 & 99.5 

WBNQ-FM Bloomington @ 101.5 
WBWN-FM Bloomington @ 104.0 
WHOW-FM Clinton @ 96.0 
WSWT-FM Peoria @ 107.0 
WGLT-FM Normal @ 89.0 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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ENERGY 

NEWS 
Mailing address: PO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
E-mail address: cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern 800-654-1088 
Central 800-879-0339 

FAX: 309-663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday thru Friday 

mi] A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

Youth Day in Springfield 

Meeting on the floor of the Senate chambers are left to right: Camilla Orr of 
Normal Community High; Jennifer Moody of Dee-Mac High; Senator Maitland of 
Bloomington; Representative Brady of Bloomington; Luke Troyer of Normal 
Community High and Matthew Beal of Tri-Valley High. Tara Ferruzza of El Paso 
High and Leslie Hieronymus of Blue Ridge High were unable to attend. 

The annual Rural Electric Youth Day 
in Springfield was held on April 12 as 
more than 300 downstate student lead¬ 
ers swarmed over the Capitol Building 
to meet with legislators from their respec¬ 
tive areas. This was an extremely busy 
day for these elected officials as they were 
attempting to wind up the spring session. 
Four of Corn Belt Energy’s six essay con¬ 
test winners were able to attend this year. 
We are grateful that Senator John 

Maitland and Representative Bill Brady 
could spare a few minutes for a visit. 
Representative Brady explained how a 
bill moves from conception in the mind 
of an individual legislator through the 
committee process and finally to the floor 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Senate. If it passes all the obstacles 
strewn in its path the governor signs it 
into law. It is generally a tortuous pro¬ 
cess to make a law. 

TO REPORT AN GEOTHERMAL 
OUTAGE Cheap heat 

CENTRAL REGION Cheap cool 
DAY OR NIGHT For details call the Member 

Phone (800) 879-0339 Services Department 
at 800-679-0339 or 

NORTHERN REGION 800-654-1088 
DAY OR NIGHT then press #4 on your 

Phone (800) 654-1088 touchpad 
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Hi Ho! Come to the fair! 
It’s McLean County Fair Time again and were 

looking forward to welcoming you to the Corn 
Belt Energy Booth July 29th through August 2nd. 
We’ll have information on our natural gas and 
propane programs, how to stop high-voltage 
surges from entering your home and electronic 
gear, a new consumer product that makes a great 
gift for yourself or for someone else you love. 
And of course, you’ll be interested in registering 
for another consumer item that we’ll be giving 
away. 

You know, the McLean County Fair is adver- 

Geothermal 
We’re talking with a lot of people these days 

who are looking for relief from the expected price 
of their fuel in the future. 

Many of them are converting to geothermal 
heating and cooling. As you probably know, geo¬ 
thermal is the cheapest way to heat and cool a 
structure available today. Using our electric heat¬ 
ing rate our geothermal accounts are averaging 
about 10 cents a square foot to heat their homes 
for the entire seven-month heating season. TWo- 
thousand square foot homes are heating for 
about $200! That’s cheap heat. And, about 1/2 
of the domestic hot water is heated for free. 

GT is a simple system. It just moves heat 
from one place to another. It’s no wonder it’s so 
cheap to operate. A fluid is circulated through 
pipes buried in the yard and is heated to 55 de¬ 
grees by the basal ground temperature. At our 
latitude the earth remains at 55 degrees year- 
round four to five feet below the surface. The 
heated liquid is pumped into a heat exchange 
coil (a little radiator) in the house and the heat 
is transferred to an air conditioning gas. The gas 
is run through a compressor and the heat of com¬ 
pression raises the temperature to about 120 

Used as the Nation’s Largest County 4-H Youth 
Show. It is a major contributor of funding for the 
4-H and Extension programs in the county - 
$252,000 per year. You owe it to yourself to come 
out to the Interstate Center to see the wonderful 
projects our 4-H youngsters have completed - and 
on their own time too, not as a school assign¬ 
ment. 

There will be acres and acres of outdoor dis¬ 
plays as well as the carnival, lots of entertain¬ 
ment and food, food and more food. 

Hi Ho! Come to the fair! 

' cheap heat 
degrees. That heat is introduced very slowly into 
the house. 

Our users all say the same things: “just a 
nice, comfortable, even heat from floor to ceil¬ 
ing”; “ it’s so quiet I don’t know if it’s operating 
until I put my hand over the register”; “we never 
have to wear extra clothing during the winter”; 
“we’re using free heat from the earth. What could 
be cheaper than free?” In short, they are all very 
happy with and very proud of their geothermal 
systems. 

The real bonus, however, is the savings on 
cooling costs because the system rejects heat to 
55 degree earth instead of to 95-100 degree air 
as a common air conditioner must. Our users 
are averaging about five cents per square foot 
for cooling for the whole season. GT also heats 
all the domestic hot water in a typical summer - 
another sizable savings. 

If you too are concerned with the cost of your 
fuel in the future, phone the office for a packet of 
information about geothermal including a list of 
dealers. Just call 800-654-1088 or 800-879- 
0339 extension 222. 

Gyte> EASY PAY WAYS 
Balanced Budget Program 
Join at any time — No zero balance required 
No "catch-up" month — Each bill is a 12-month average — 
No high summer bills on the Balanced Budget Program! 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Pay your electric bill the effortless way with Electronic Funds 
Transfer. On the DUE DATE each month your bank pays your 
bill from your account to ours. Never write another check to 
CBEC! BBP and EFT go arm-in-arm 

For details phone 800-879-0339 or 800-654-1088 
then press #2 on your touchpad. 

The Surge 
Sentry 
System 

Total Home Protection 
From High Voltage 

Surges 
For details phone 800-879- 

0339 or 800-654-1088 
then press #4 on your 

touchpad. 
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Your phone number 
Your phone number is important to Corn Belt 

Energy. It practically serves as your address dur¬ 
ing or after a storm if you call the office with an 
out-of-power report. 

That’s why on every month’s statement we 
show the phone number we have on file for your 
residence or place of business and ask that it be 
corrected if it’s wrong. Look for it on the pay¬ 
ment coupon on the bottom of this month’s state¬ 
ment. Take a moment to verify the number then 
print OK and your initials. That way well be as¬ 
sured that all is in order. If it is incorrect, change 
it and initial. 

Our computer uses the phone number as a 
cross-reference to locate your account number, 
name, address, and, most importantly during a 
storm, your map location number. A line crew 
relies solely on a map of our service territory to 
quickly find your home or business. 

For many, many years, we asked our mem¬ 
bers who were reporting an outage to recite their 
map location number. Most of the older mem¬ 
bers still do it that way. However, as we have 
grown and the membership has become more 
and more urban, that method became ineffec¬ 
tive. Who needs another number to remember? 
Also, we were reminded several times that it’s a 
bit difficult to see a note posted next to the phone 
when the power is off. 

In the early 90s commercial-sized, comput¬ 
erized phone answering machines became afford¬ 
able. After some agonizing fine-tuning and a lot 
of getting-used-to, our phone answering system 
has proven to be a real time saver for the mem¬ 
bership and for cooperative personnel alike. 

Folks calling the office no longer have to dial 
time after time to reach a human to report to. 
Nowadays, one phone call usually does it. The 
machine answers the call and leads the caller 
step-by-step through the reporting procedure - 
and in quick time. The answering machine com¬ 
municates with the computer and a dispatch 
ticket is printed that has all the pertinent infor¬ 
mation needed to effect the repair. The informa¬ 
tion is then passed to a line crew. In the near 
future each line truck will have a computer in it. 
The outage information will then go directly from 
the central computer to the truck’s computer for 
an even faster response. 

Why is my bill higher 
than my neighbor’s? 
Now there’s an age-old question that has as 

many answers as there are families. And, at this 
time of year, with air conditioners striving to keep 
us comfortable and accounting for the bulk of 
the electric bill, the answers multiply. 

For example: the neighbor may have a newer 
or a more efficient model air conditioner; they 
may keep the cooling system cleaner for higher 
efficiency; the ductwork in their home may have 
been more precisely and adequately sized; their 
serviceman could be more meticulous in main¬ 
taining their equipment; conceivably, their 
builder was a better craftsman and built their 
home “tighter” to keep the “cool” in and the “hot” 
out; maybe their children are trained to close 
the doors tightly when entering or leaving the 
house; possibly their air conditioning equipment 
is sized exactly; it could be that their insulation 
contractor was more interested in adequately 
doing his job; perhaps the scuttle hole into their 
attic is sealed and insulated; they might have 
more insulation in the attic; maybe they have 
purposely shaded the outside unit of their air 
conditioner; it might be that they have trees shad¬ 
ing the southern and western sides of the house; 
their serviceman may have “tuned” their equip¬ 
ment last spring; possibly they have fewer win¬ 
dows on the southern and western sides of the 
house; they could have an expansive overhang 
on the house for sun shielding and shading of 
the sides; maybe they have shrubbery planted 
around the foundation of the home to absorb 
some of the sun’s heat; it could be that they don’t 
set their thermostat as low; possibly their cook¬ 
ing, cleaning and entertainment habits are dif¬ 
ferent; conceivably, their ductwork is not leaking 
the conditioned air into spaces that are not to be 
conditioned; perhaps their air conditioner has 
exactly the right amount of gas in it; 

You get the idea. The answers to a very simple 
question can be almost endless. We haven’t 
touched yet on the efficiency of refrigerators and 
freezers especially if you have one operating in a 
garage. Nor have we explored the possibility of 
ill-fitting storm windows and failed gaskets 
around outside doors. We didn’t mention ad¬ 
equate attic ventilation or any number of other 
energy-saving maintenance chores that must be 
done to ensure lower utility bills. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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ENERGY SAVING SIPS 

Let’s assume that you’ve taken all the steps 
possible to make sure your costs for air condi¬ 
tioning will be as low as possible: adequate in¬ 
sulation, sufficient attic ventilation, satisfactory 
storm windows or double-glazing, a clean coil 
on the outside unit, etc., etc. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if you could now cut your 
cooling costs dramatically and still be very com¬ 
fortable? You can you know. By installing a whole- 
house ventilating fan and selectively using it, your 
cooling costs will plummet! 

Here’s why. A typical whole-house fan is rated 
1/3 horsepower (500 watts) or 1/2 horsepower 
(650 watts) while a three-ton air conditioner (typi¬ 
cal size these days), combined with the furnace 
fan, is almost 5,000 watts. Obviously, it’s going 
to cost much, much less to operate the fan. 

At our latitude it’s not at all unusual to get 
by very comfortably for all but a few days with¬ 
out running the air conditioner at all. Normally, 
if the outdoor temperature is below 85 degrees, 

the fan will provide sufficient cooling because 
moving air feels about seven degrees cooler than 
static air. Most people are comfortable at 78 de¬ 
grees. 

Whole-house fans are available at most Home 
Centers, electric supply houses and lumberyards. 
Standard sizes are 24", 30", 36" and 48" diam¬ 
eters. The bigger the house, the larger the fan 
required. They are sized by using the square feet 
of the home - that’s length times the width, times 
2 for a 2-story house. 

After it’s installed just follow the directions 
included with the package to enjoy the pleasure 
of lower cooling costs. 

Some accessories to consider: 
*A thermostat that will shut the fan off when 

the house cools to a preset temperature. A timer 
works well also. 

*An insulated cover for winter. 
*A control that shuts off the fan at 200 de¬ 

grees in case of fire. 
The fan should be wired so that it has to be 

manually started. This is to make you remem¬ 
ber to open enough windows to provide the mini¬ 
mum air intake specified for your fan. If an 
adequate air supply isn’t furnished, the fan may 
draw gases from the furnace or water heater into 
your home. That’s called back drafting. Of course, 
all-electric homes don’t have this concern. 

Reporting an Outage? 
If Your Equipment is the Cause 

You’ll Be Charged $50 

Before you call CBEC: 
1. Look around the neighborhood to see if other homes 

on your line have lights. 
2. If they do, you probably still have electricity. 
3. Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the breaker 

to “on” will restore your power. 
4. If we send a crew out and the problem is in your 

equipment, we'll bill you $50 to partly cover our costs 
in sending the crew. 

To have underground 
cable located 

NORTHERN REGION - Blue Bill 
Phone 800-654-1088 day or night. 

Between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
press #6 on your touchpad 

CENTRAL REGION - Red Bill 
Phone J.U.L.I.E. 
800-892-0123 
day or night 

NOTE: To have underground cable located 
that is on your side of the meter, phone the 
largest electrical contractor in the city near¬ 
est you. 

DO YOU HAVE A GENERATOR? 
Can you isolate it from our 

system? If you can’t, you need 
a double-pole, double-throw 

switch installed now 
BEFORE SOMEONE IS INJURED. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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CORN BEIT 
ENERGY 

NEWS 
Mailing address: RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
E-mail address: cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern 800-654-1088 
Central 800-879-0339 

FAX: 309-663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 
Monday thru Friday 

SEPTEMBER 2000 A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

Guest commentary 
by Glenn English 

In an ironic but not surprising twist 
of fate last June, several retail marketers 
of electricity in Pennsylvania announced 
that they would be abandoning their resi¬ 
dential and small business customers in 
the summer heat. 

Ah, the hazards of competition. 
As consumers find themselves faced 

with choosing a supplier as their states 
enter retail choice for electric services, 
more and more consumers are learning 
the hard way about the down side of a 
competitive energy market. Choice, they 
are finding out, seems to benefit the big 
utility companies more than it does con¬ 
sumers. America’s private, not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives have been pointing 
to these warning signs for years in our 
efforts to bring positive change to our in¬ 
dustry. 

Nearly three years ago, Enron execu¬ 
tive Jeffery Skilling offered the opinion 
that people gum up the works; he said 
that to make competition work utilities 
would have to get rid of people. Many utili¬ 
ties followed his lead. Having closed 
countless local customer service offices, 
many of the nations investor-owned utili¬ 
ties now find themselves with nose-div¬ 
ing customer satisfaction ratings. Enron 
is the world’s largest energy marketer. 

Cinergy was the investor-owned 
Cinncinati Gas and Electric until they 
formed the holding company of Cinergy. 
TWo years ago, Cinergy executive Don Ingle 
said that in a competitive market his util¬ 
ity would no longer have an obligation to 
serve all customers. He said Cinergy 

would work to rid itself of customers that 
weren’t sufficiently profitable. If you are a 
small business or family with Cinergy ser¬ 
vice - Watch Out! 

And then this spring - as energy prices 
were increasing in the summer-like heat, elec¬ 
tric-energy marketers in Pennsylvania began 
turning their backs on their customers. 

But through it all, the consumer/own¬ 
ers in America’s electric-cooperative network 
have been confident in the knowledge that 
they were protected from the selfish inter¬ 
ests of companies like these. 

Electric cooperatives are the answer to 
the challenges a competitive utility market 
presents consumers. Through a remarkably 
simple system of local control, members of 
electric cooperatives have protected them¬ 
selves from others in the industry that want 
to take advantage of them. 

At the core of our struggle to bring posi¬ 
tive change to the utility industry is protec¬ 
tion of the freedom consumers have to use 
their cooperative to make a competitive mar¬ 
ketplace work for them. It is the foundation 
on which we will be able to help others real¬ 
ize the benefits of competition. 

Our 65-year history of service has built 
a network that provides safe and reliable 
energy to more than 13 million people in 46 
states. It is a history of service that will con¬ 
tinue to strengthen and expand as custom¬ 
ers of other utilities find themselves at risk 
and make the cooperative choice their first 
choice in an energy company. 

Glenn English is the Chief Executive Of¬ 
ficer of the National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association 

The Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation office 

will be closed September 4th 
in observance of Labor Day. 
In the event of an electrical 
emergency please phone: 

Northern Region 
Blue Bill 

(800) 654-1088 

Central Region 
Red Bill 

(800) 879-0339 
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On our Web site 
Here's Corn Belt Energy’s web page. Our ad- standard air conditioner. And, heats most of 

dress is www.cornbeltenergy.com. Listed below are the domestic hot water for free! 
a few topics you may find interesting. Email CBEC • Or, look at the many other ways to heat elec- 
any suggestions you may have on running the co- trically. Almost always cheaper than propane, 
operative. Our email address is cornbeltenergy.com • How to call or email Corn Belt Energy. 
• Propane users - - it’s time for your summer • Read about our many Easy Pay Ways, 

fill. Get the CBEC price FIRST! You may be • How to solve bill-paying difficulties, 
surprised! • Some CBEC programs of interest. 

• Billings and payments - who, what, why, when • If your high schooler is looking for college fi- 
and where. nancing, have her/him enter our Essay Con- 

• Building a home or remodeling? Investigate the test this Fall. 
geothermal heating and cooling concept. Much • Frequently asked Questions — and the An- 
cheaper for heating than propane or natural swers. 
gas and about half the cost of cooling with a 
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Com Belt Energy Corporation 
1502 Morrissey Drive 

P.O. Box 816 
Blooming son, IL 61702-0816 111 

(800)879-0339, (309)662-5330 
Fax: (309)663-4516 1 

1 A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative 

Tin? jxxiw of fmnwn connections 
■i 
■ 

Contact Corn A Quick Overview... 

; 
Com Belt Energy Corporation, a member-owned cooperative, is headquartered in 

Products Bloomington, Illinois. In business for over 60 years, Com Belt Energy has historically 
been a provider of electric power. The cooperative is a Touchstone Energy partner and 

fAQ's 

Outages 

Employment 

serves nearly 26,000 members in a 18 county service territory. Cooperatives are not-for- 
profit businesses, owned and managed by their consumers In addition to providing 

electric service, Com Belt Energy is m its third year of participation m a natural gas pilot 
program for eligible commercial, industrial, and residential consumers and also provides 

LP Gas. 

CJ Done | Internes ^ 

High blood pressure 
• Overweight. Very often people can reduce their 

blood pressure simply by losing a few pounds. 
• Alcohol. If you drink, limit drinks to one a day. 
• Salt (sodium). Moderation is a good idea for ev¬ 

eryone. 
• Race. African Americans are more prone to hy¬ 

pertension than other races. 
• Family history. If your parents or siblings have 

high blood pressure, you’re more likely to have it. 
• Smoking. Don’t do it. 
• Calcium and potassium. For a healthy blood 

pressure, get enough calcium (nonfat dairy prod¬ 
ucts) and potassium (fruit, fruit juices and veg¬ 
etables) in your diet. 

• Medications. Some prescription and nonpre¬ 
scription medicines may either raise blood pres¬ 
sure, or interfere with the effectiveness of 
anti-hypertensive drugs. Talk to your pharmacist. 

A healthy blood pressure is 120/80. If your 
blood pressure is 140/90, work with your doctor 
to get it down. 
from the Hope Health Letter of The Hope Heart Institute 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Balanced Budget Program 
One of our Easy Pay Ways 

Our Balanced Budget Program is designed 
to make it easier for you to pay your monthly 
electric bill by making each of them almost the 
same amount. 

When you are a subscriber to the Balanced 
Budget Program we total your last 12 months 
billings each month, divide by 12 to get an 
average and then issue you an “average bill”. 
The variation from month-to-month is very 
small. 

You can participate even if you’ve been a 
member for only a few months. In addition, 
we don’t require a member to have a begin¬ 
ning zero balance to participate in the BBP 
Your current balance is used in the calcula¬ 
tion. 

Using the BBP there is no “make-up” 
month to contend with because each month 
is an average of the previous 12 months. Many 
utilities have a “make-up” month in their 
plans and it is an irritant to the consumer. We 
recognized this and designed our plan accord¬ 
ingly. The main benefit of subscrib¬ 
ing to the BBP is the easy way that you can 
plan your expenditures knowing in advance 
that your electric bill will be about the same 
month after month - even in the summer when 
cooling costs cause bills to skyrocket. Helps 
to balance your budget. 

The monthly statement will still show your 
actual usage for the billing period and the real 
cost for that usage. The Amount Due will show 
the amount you owe on the Balanced Budget 
Program. 

If you’re ready to join us on the Balanced 
Budget Program, or would like more informa¬ 
tion about it, give us a call at 800-879-0339 
or 800-654-1088 then press # 2 on your 
touchpad. 

Another Easy Pay Way to consider is our 
Electronic Funds Transfer program. On the 
due date of the bill each month, your bank 
pays your bill from your account to ours. No 
late payments, no checks to write, no 
stamps to buy. It’s effortless! Ask about it 
when you call to subscribe to the Balanced 
Budget Program. 

BBP and EFT go arm-in-arm. 

CORN BELT ENERGY 

Help with electric bills 
If you anticipate some difficulty in paying an 

electric bill this winter, contact the agency in 
the following list that serves your county. Ask 
about the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). 

Please call for an appointment 
before going to the agency. 

Countv 
Henry 

Aaencv 
Project NOW 
111 West 1st Street 
Kewanee Phone 309-852-4565 

Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, Putnam 
Stark 

Tri-County Opportunities Council 
405 Emmons Avenue 
Rock Falls Phone 800-323-5434 

Knox Carver Community Action Agency 
235 East Main St. 
Galesburg Phone 309-342-0158 

Kendall Kendall County Health Dept. 
500A Countryside Center 
Yorkville 
Ph. 630-553-9100 Ext 134 

Dewitt 
Logan 
Piatt 

Central Illinois Economic 
Development Corp. 
1800 Fifth Street Road 
Lincoln Phone 217-732-2159 

Macon Decatur-Macon County 
Opportunities Corp. 
1122 East Marietta Street 
Decatur Phone 217-428-2193 

Ford East Central Illinois Community 
Action Agency 
56 North Vermilion Street 
Danville Phone 217-443-2705 

Livingston 

McLean 

Mid-Central Community 
Action. Inc. 
923 East Grove Street 
Bloomington Phone 309-829-0691 

Tazewell 
Woodford 

Tazwood Community Services 
2005 South Main Street 
Morton Phones 309-694-4391 

or 309-266-9941 

PLATE PALS 
Switch Cover Thermometers 

Only $9.95 each 
(includes tax and shipping) 

Charge it to your electric bill 
Credit Cards accepted 
Standard White or Ivory 
Decorator White or Ivory 

Phone: 800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 
Press #2 on yourtouchpad 

Com Belt Energy Corporation 
1502 Morrissey Drive - Bloomington 

, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Plug into electrical safety Check your dryer vent 
Extension cords offer convenience and are easy 

to use on a temporary basis. But if used improp¬ 
erly or carelessly extension cords can be danger¬ 
ous. The Consumer Product Safety Commission 
estimates that approximately 3,000 injuries as¬ 
sociated with electrical extension cords are treated 
annually in hospital emergency rooms. In 1993, 
extension cords were involved in about 3,200 resi¬ 
dential electrical fires resulting in approximately 
50 deaths and about $50.7 million in property 
loss. 

Don’t cover cords with carpets, furniture or 
appliances. Replace older cords that are worn or 
damaged, that are non-polarized (one wide blade) 
and that don’t have safety closures. Cords without 
these safety closures can expose young children to 
shock hazards and mouth burn injuries. 

Extension cords are intended only for tempo¬ 
rary use and not as a permanent substitute for 
inadequate house wiring. Keep cords out of the 
reach of small children, if possible, and out of high 
traffic areas where people might trip over them. 
Only use extension cords that have been listed by 
a nationally recognized testing laboratory, such as 
Underwriters Laboratories. 

To have underground 
cable located 

NORTHERN REGION - BLUE BILL 
Phone 800-654-1088 day or night. 
Between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm press #6 
on your touchpad. 

CENTRAL REGION - RED BILL 
Phone J.U.L.I.E. • 800-892-0123 day or night | 

!■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

PHONE AT LEAST 48 HOURS BEFORE YOU WANTTO DIG! 
NOTE: To have underground cable located that is on your 
side of the meter, phone the largest electrical contractor in 
the city nearest you. 

The next time you clean out the lint trap on 
your clothes dryer, go the extra step and clean or 
replace the exhaust hose or duct that guides the 
hot air to the outside. 

The lint trap doesn’t catch everything. Some 
always escapes and, combined with the moisture 
from the drying operation, will deposit on the in¬ 
side surface of the duct. A corrugated flexible hose 
is even better at catching the debris. 

The build-up of debris seriously impedes the 
flow of moisture-laden air and will drastically af¬ 
fect the efficiency of the dryer because it takes longer 
to dry the clothing with a corresponding increase 
in cost. In addition, the lint has been known to 
catch fire. Who needs that? 

They are almost impossible to clean with any 
lasting effect. Usually it’s easier (and certainly bet¬ 
ter) to just replace everything from the dryer to 
the vent. 

Street light burning in daytime? 
Almost everyone is quick to call us if a 

streetlight is not operating. We might get 4 or 5 
calls on one non-functioning streetlight. 

But we seldom receive a phone call if a light 
is staying on 24 hours a day. 

Please call CBEC if your Security Light or 
your streetlight is burning during daylight hours. 

This is an expense that you, as a part-owner 
of the cooperative, do not need. 

Reporting an Outage? 
If Your Eouioment is the Cause 

You’ll Be Charaed S50 
Before you call CBEC: 
1. Look around the neighborhood to see if other 

homes on your line have lights. 
2. If they do, you probably still have electricity. 
3. Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the 

breaker to “on” will restore your power. 
4. If we send a crew out and the problem is in 

your equipment, we’ll bill you $50 to partly 
cover our costs in sending the crew. 

TO REPORT 
AN OUTAGE 

CENTRAL REGION 
RED BILL 

DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 879-0339 

NORTHERN REGION 
BLUE BILL 

DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 654-1088 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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NEWS 
Mailing address: RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
E-mail address: cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern 800-654-1088 
Central 800-879-0339 

FAX: 309-663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 
Monday thru Friday 

OCTOBER 2000 A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

:| New building progress 

Hotel right behind our property and they 
made an offer to our board of directors that 
was too good to refuse. The site of the new 
facility is southeast of Bloomington on US. 
150. Morrissey Drive, our address for the 
last 45 years, has become much too busy for 
easy ingress and egress for our members and 
employees. The new address will be out in 
the country again just as the new building 
was in 1954. 

The accompanying picture is of the pole 
storage area at the new location. We maintain 

an inventory of approximately 500 poles of vary¬ 
ing lengths at all times. If we need more during 
and after a major storm, they are delivered right 
along the county roads where they are needed, 
and not to our pole yard. 

Most of the poles were moved from the old 
to the new facility in late August by the firm that 
delivers them to us from the manufacturer. A 
few decorative fiberglass and concrete lighting 
standards as well as some 80'-90' wooden trans¬ 
mission poles were transported by our line 
crews. 

The old pole yard became the property of 
the Snyder Corporation as soon we emptied it. 
They have been working on the expansion of the 
Radisson since August and were looking for¬ 
ward to taking possession of the property for 
working room. They’ll use part of the three acre 
site for the convention center expansion and part 
for parking. 

Site preparation for the new building will 
begin soon. We hope to move to it by the sum¬ 
mer of 2001. The sale of the rest of the property 
on Morrissey will be finalized before the move. 

ELECTRIC WATER HEATERS 
flameless, ventless, odorless, silent, clean, safe, child-proof, 

low-priced, produce no carbon monoxide 
WEIL HELP YOU BUY ONE WITH UP TO $125 CASH! 

For details phone 800-879-0339 or 800-654-1088 then press #4 on your touchpad. 
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Youth to 
Washington tour 

Every June the electric and telephone cooperatives of 
Illinois and from across the nation sponsor groups of young 
people to Washington, D.C. through the “Youth To Washing¬ 
ton” program. During a full week in the nation’s capital, 
these students get an up-close look at democracy in action, 
learn how government works and why it is important for 
every citizen to get involved. 

Since 1957, hundreds of downstate student leaders 
have been introduced to the legislative process through this 
program and the vast majority of our “alumni" have gone on 
to leadership positions in their chosen fields. Corn Belt 
Energy has been involved in the program since its begin¬ 
ning. We use our annual essay contest to choose the trip 
winners. In 1996 we began offering scholarships in addi¬ 
tion to the trip. The contest is open only to the children of 
members of the cooperative. 

The Youth to Washington tour of the Capitol City is 
widely recognized as one of the best mainly because the 
students get to go where few taxpayers are allowed. And 
they go as VI.Ps In addition to meeting and lunching with 
members of the Illinois Congressional delegation and their 
staffs, the students will visit the monuments, memorials 
and shrines of the city as well as Gettysburg, Arlington Cem¬ 
etery, George Washington’s home at Mount Vernon, historic 
Alexandria, the Supreme Court and the U.S. Capitol. They’ll 
tour the National Cathedral, the Smithsonian and the Ho¬ 
locaust museums and attend a play at Ford's Theater. There 
is also a twilight cruise on the Potomac River and a recep¬ 
tion at the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia. 

Information regarding this year’s Youth To Washing¬ 
ton tour will be featured on our Web Page, Newsline, and 
Illinois Country Living this fall. This same information will 
be provided to all schools in the Northern and Central Re¬ 
gions. 

Help wit 
If you anticipate 
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Countv 
Henry 
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Aaencv 
Project NOW 
111 West First Street 
Kewanee Phone 309-852-4565 

Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, Putnam 
Stark 

Tri-County Opportunities Council 
405 Emmons Avenue 
Rock Falls Phone 800-323-5434 

Knox Carver Community Action Agency 
235 East Main St. 
Galesburg Phone 309-342-0158 

Kendall Kendall County Health Dept. 
500A Countryside Center 
Yorkville 
Ph. 630-553-9100 Ext 134 

Dewitt 
Logan 
Piatt 

Central Illinois Economic 
Development Corp. 
1800 Fifth Street Road 
Lincoln Phone 217-732-2159 

Macon Decatur-Macon County 
Opportunities Corp. 
1122 East Marietta Street 
Decatur Phone 217-428-2193 

Ford East Central Illinois Community 
Action Agency 
56 North Vermilion Street 
Danville Phone 217-443-2705 

Livingston 

McLean 

Mid-Central Community 
Action, Inc. 
923 East Grove Street 
Bloomington Phone 309-829-0691 

Tazewell 
Woodford 

Tazwood Community Services 
2005 South Main Street 
Morton Phones 309-694-4391 

or 309-266-9941 

i “WHAT ONE THING CAN WE DO ..i 

| Please use this space for your input. We’ll not suggest a subject. Speak § 
| your mind. Cut the piece out and include it in your bill payment, or e-mail | 
| your response. Our address is cornbeltenergy.com 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Please, plant the right tree in the right place 

I Tree Pruning i 
Zone 

Tall Trees, such as: 
• Maple • Oak 
• Spruce • Pine 

I Medium Trees, such as: I 
• Washington hawthorn 

| • Golden raintree 

Small Trees, such as: 
• Redbud • Dogwood 
• Crabapple 

Trees are prized possessions in our yards and 
communities. They give needed shade in summer, 
provide protection from winter winds, help clear the 
air of pollutants, furnish a home for songbirds and 
wildlife and they please the eye with the beauty of 
their foliage. 

But, when a tree’s branches grow too closely to, 
or actually touch, power lines the result is going to 
be a power outage. This is a case of the wrong tree 
being planted or allowed to grow in the wrong place. 

Trees and power lines can co-exist. But the trees 
must be selected and planted with size and growth 
characteristics appropriate to their location. 

All responsible arborists and their associations 
subscribe to the following tree-planting rules in rela¬ 
tion to overhead power lines: 

Low Zone - Tree species that will not exceed 25 
feet in height can be planted directly beneath power 
lines and for 20 feet to either side. Taller existing 
trees in this zone have to be pruned (sometimes dras¬ 
tically) so they’ll grow around the wires. We're all in 

agreement that trees pruned in this manner are not 
attractive. 

Medium Zone - Trees that grow to 40 feet in height 
at maturity are recommended for areas immediately 
adjacent to the Low Zone. This will rule out the possi¬ 
bility of limbs overhanging the power lines that we’ll 
need to prune or trees that can topple into the lines 
during a bad storm. 

Tall Zone - Taller maturing trees should be 
planted at a distance of 50 feet or more from the power 
lines. This will insure they’ll reach their full potential 
undisturbed by pruning. There is also little likelihood 
that wind or ice will cause them to do damage to the 
power lines. 

Please call Corn Belt Energy at 800-879-0339 ex¬ 
tension 234 if you have a specific question about trees 
or for a copy of our brochure - What About The Trees? 
- that explains why and how we prune, where to plant 
and a list of tree species that are suitable to plant 
within each zone. 

The Surge 
Sentry 
System 

Total Home Protection 
From High Voltage Surges 
For details phone 800-879- 

0339 or 800-654-1088 
then press #4 on your 

touchpad. 

EASY PAY WAYS 
Balanced Budget Program 
Join at any time — No zero balance required 
No "catch-up" month — Each bill is a 12-month average — 
No high summer bills on the Balanced Budget Program! 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Pay your electric bill the effortless way with Electronic Funds 
Transfer. On the DUE DATE each month your bank pays 
your bill from your account to ours. Never write another check 
t° CBEC! BBp gn(j EFT go arm.jn.arm 

For details phone 800-879-0339 or 800-654-1088 
then press #2 on your touchpad. 

1 lb have underground cable located 
NORTHERN REGION-BLUEBILL-Phone800-654-1088day > 
or night. Between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm press #6 on your touchpad. ■ 

CENTRAL REGION-REDBILL 
Phone J.U.L.I.E.« 800-892-0123 day or night 

PHONE AT LEAST 48 HOURS BEFORE YOU WANT TO DIG! NOTE: To have underground cable located that is on your side of 
the meter, phone the largest electrical contractor in the city nearest you. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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ENERGY IAVING TIPS 
As the heating season gets closer and closer, more 

and more members are deeply concerned about the 
probable rise in the cost of propane, natural gas and 
fuel oil they are now using. Many are calling Member 
Services to inquire about the advisability of convert¬ 
ing to electric systems. 

In most cases we are recommending they do. Our 
electric heating rate of 3.2 cents is one of the lowest 
in the state and is almost always cheaper to heat with 
than natural gas, propane or fuel oil. There are any 
number of electric heating systems available that pro¬ 
vide a comfy, cozy wintertime indoor environment. 

Total electric heating banishes an open flame from 
your home forever. Since there is no combustion pro¬ 
cess, there are no unsightly tanks in the yard, no 
odors, no heat wasting chimney or flue and, most 
importantly, no danger of carbon monoxide poison¬ 
ing. 

Electric furnaces and baseboard units share the 
lowest rung on the efficiency ladder. They are also 
the cheapest to buy and to install. They are 100 per¬ 
cent efficient - no more, no less. All the electricity 
that enters the device is turned into heat. The best, 
and most expensive, gas furnaces offer efficiency rat¬ 
ings of 98 percent. That is a laboratory figure. In ac¬ 
tual use the efficiency drops to less than 90 percent. 

Air-to-air heat pumps have been used in homes 
for more than 40 years. They were introduced as “the 
air conditioner that runs backwards in the winter.” 
They still operate that way. But today’s models do the 
job a lot more efficiently and comfortably than those 
of just a decade ago. They operate at up to 300 per¬ 
cent efficiency - that is, they can produce 3 times the 
energy they consume. Using Corn Belt’s low electric 
heating rate you’ll heat your home cheaper with a heat 
pump than you could with a propane system and about 
equal to the cost of natural gas last year. 

You know, you already own a heat pump or two. 
You really do if you have an air conditioner, refrig¬ 
erator or freezer. They all pump heat out of a space. 
The only difference is that a heat pump can pump 
heat in two directions - either from the inside to the 
outside (summer) or from the outside to the inside 
(winter). Today’s heat pumps use two-speed compres¬ 
sors and multi-speed air handling fans. The compres¬ 
sor and fan will run at a very low speed during most 
of the heating and the cooling seasons. A cheap con¬ 
version is to replace your air conditioner with a heat 
pump and operate it in tandem with your existing 

Reporting an Outage? 
If Your Equipment is the Cause You’ll Be Charged $50 

Before you call CBEC: 
1. Look around the neighborhood to see if other homes 

on your line have lights. 
2. If they do, you probably still have electricity. 
3. Often, inserting a new fuse or switching the breaker 

to “on” will restore your power. 
4. If we send a crew out and the problem is in your 

equipment, well bill you $50 to partly cover our 
costs in sending the crew. 

furnace. You'll reduce the cost of heating your home 
and have super-efficient cooling. 

Geothermal represents the biggest advance in heat- 
ing/cooling systems in fifty years. A Geothermal sys¬ 
tem heats the space at more than 400% efficiency - 
that is, it produces 4 times the energy it consumes. 
And, GT has no equipment outside your home clat¬ 
tering away the night hours. The system is in your 
house and buried in your yard. 

The earth is warmed by the sun. Below 5 feet the 
earth stays at 55 degrees year-round. A liquid is cir¬ 
culated in loops of pipe buried in your yard. A large 
yard is not a requirement. In a small yard the con¬ 
tractor will install the loops in holes drilled into the 
earth about 150 feet deep. 

If you too are concerned about the rising cost of 
the fuel you use, call our office at 800-879-0339 ex¬ 
tension 222. Well send you some more information 
about heating electrically. 

For the gardener 
Jerry Baker’s homemade tonics for 

trees, shrubs and evergreens 
Fall last feeding tonic 

Ingredients: 
1 Can of Beer 
1 Cup of Liquid Dish Soap 
Household Ammonia 

Add the beer and the soap to a hose-end sprayer 
and finish filling with ammonia. Spray the plant from 

top to bottom until the point of run-off. 
Next month apply 

The Last Treatment Before Winter 
Using your hose-end sprayer, apply an 

antidesicant to all trees, shrubs and evergreens as a 
protectant against dry, winter winds that can rapidly 
deplete the moisture in the plant. Antidesicant can be 
purchased at a Nursery/Garden Center and may be 
available in either an oil or a soap formula. 

Street light burning in daytime? 
Almost everyone is quick to call us if a streetlight 

is not operating. We might get 4 or 5 calls on one non¬ 
functioning streetlight. 

But we seldom receive a phone call if a light is 
staying on 24 hours a day. 

Please call CBEC if your Security Light or your 
streetlight is burning during daylight hours. 

This is an expense that you, as a part-owner of 
the cooperative, do not need. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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ENERGY 
NEWS 
Mailing address: PO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
E-mail address: cornbeltenergy.com 
Web address: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern 800-654-1088 
Central 800-879-0339 

FAX: 309-663-4516 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 

Monday thru Friday 

NOVEMBER 2000 A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

Announcing our 
E-BILL INTERNET SYSTEM 

It’s New! It’s Easy! It’s Here! 
Beginning today you have access to your 

account at Corn Belt Energy 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week via your personal computer. 
You’ll be using our new E-Bill Internet Sys¬ 
tem. We are very pleased to offer it. It’s 
taken a great deal of effort and a lot of time 
to put it in place but it will be a definite 
benefit for the membership and for the co¬ 
operative. 

It’s easy to register onto the system 
and it’s even easier to use. You can review 
your account information any time you de¬ 
sire. Check out the energy used, the cost, 
the dates the meter was read, the due date 
for payment, the usage for each of the pre¬ 
vious 12 months, your payment history, etc., 
etc. When viewing your natural gas bill, 
you'll find the natural gas charge listed as 
a “demand charge” and usage listed as “de¬ 
mand usage”. The “demand charge” is the 
cost of the natural gas used for this billing 
period. The “demand usage” is the number 
of therms used. We’re in the process of 
changing these terms. 

Once you’re registered on the System 
we’ll notify you each month via email that 
a new bill has been produced and we’ll pro¬ 
vide a link to view your bill. 

To begin, logon to http:// 
www.cornbeltenergy.com and select the re¬ 
lated links button. By selecting the E-bill 
button you'll be taken to the registration 
page for your bill. 

Be sure to register your email ad¬ 
dress and password the first time you 
use the system. 

Once you’re regis¬ 
tered on the System your 
current monthly statement 
will be displayed. If you have 
more than one account they’ll all be listed 
and you may review them one by one. The 
statement format will be a bit different than 
the paper bill you have been receiving but 
it’s an easy transition and it may be more 
understandable. And, the bar graph on the 
cyber bill is much easier to comprehend. 
Your payment history is very straightfor¬ 
ward if you wish to review that. It simply 
shows the date we received payment and 
the amount. 

You can choose to pay with a credit card 
or a check. Either way is easy. To use a 
credit card, simply enter the card informa¬ 
tion on the appropriate screen and a verifi¬ 
cation of payment will be sent back to you. 
Paying by check may be easier than writing 
one. In the appropriate spaces you’ll enter 
the name of your bank, the routing number 
from one of your checks and your checking 
account number then click on Submit. And, 
no matter which method you choose, you 
may pay the total amount due, or only a 
portion. The balance owed will be calculated 
and shown on your statement the follow¬ 
ing day. 

All in all, this is going to be a revela¬ 
tion in our way of doing business. You’re 
going to like the convenience and we’re go¬ 
ing to like the savings in workload. It’s a 
win-win situation. Please join us on the E- 
Bill Internet System at http:// 
www.cornbeltenergy.com. 

Street light burning in daytime? 
Is there a street light or security light burn¬ 

ing during the daytime in your neighborhood? 
Please report it. Call the office at 800-879- 

0339 then press #6 on your touchpad. 
That’s an expense that you, as a part-owner of 
the cooperative, do not need! Of course, we also 
want you to report a light that does not come 
on at night. 
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Faked data on EMF Home-sized fuel cells 
Source: Scientific American magazine - October, 1999 

Findings that a biochemist faked experimen¬ 
tal results in two published papers have devas¬ 
tated research on possible effects of low-intensity 
electromagnetic fields. In late 1999 the Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human Services’ Office of Re¬ 
search Integrity released a draft of an analysis 
concluding that Robert P. Liburdy, a biochemist 
who worked at Lawrence Berkeley National Labo¬ 
ratory, “intentionally falsified data” to show that 
such fields affected cultured cells. 

The assessment concurs with a committee at 
the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory that found 
Liburdy had engaged in scientific misconduct. 
Liburdy, the committee said, “deliberately created 
artificial data where no such data existed”, sat on 
data that contradicted his published claims, ma¬ 
nipulated results to create an apparent effect 
where none existed and then made up data to con¬ 
ceal the manipulation. The attempts at conceal¬ 
ment rule out honest error, the Research Integrity 
Office concluded. 

Liburdy published the scientific papers at is¬ 
sue in 1992. Graphs in the papers purport to show 
that 60-hertz electromagnetic fields, such as those 
emitted by power lines and electrical devices, al¬ 
ter the movement of calcium ions through chan¬ 
nels in the membranes surrounding cultured cells. 
Because calcium ions are an important biological 
signal, the results suggested how fields might in¬ 
fluence cells and perhaps cause illness. 

Liburdy denies any misconduct, blaming every¬ 
thing on a difference of opinion. 

DO YOU HAVE A GENERATOR? 
Can you isolate it from our 

system? If you can’t, you need 
a double-pole, double-throw 

switch installed now 
BEFORE SOMEONE IS INJURED. 

Source: September, 2000 
Rural Electrification Magazine 

Residential-sized fuel cells should be humming 
at 310 co-op members’ homes around the country 
next year in a demonstration project sponsored 
jointly by the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s Cooperative Research Network (CRN) 
and the Department of Energy (DOE). 

Manufacturers of residential fuel cells see co¬ 
ops as a natural market for their units. Installa¬ 
tion of 10 kilowatt natural gas, propane or 
methanol-powered models - about the size of a 
stacked washer-dryer - will show off their capacity 
for meeting household needs in remote locations, 
according to CRN. 

“CRN’s program to enable members to under¬ 
stand this technology and how to incorporate it 
into their homes and businesses dovetails with 
DOE interests to advance distributed generation 
in major segments of the industry,” explains CRN’s 
Steve Lindenberg, executive director of research 
and technical services. 

Those dovetailing interests led CRN and DOE 
to split the cost of the $400,000 demonstration 
project. 

Antibiotic abuse 
Source: Pediatrics, Vol. 104, No. 6 

Although pediatric doctors recognize that anti¬ 
biotic overuse (and bacterial resistance to antibi¬ 
otics) is a serious problem, they nevertheless 
continue to prescribe antibiotics even when kids 
don’t need them. 
The reasons: 
* Uncertain diagnosis. For instance, a doctor may 

not be absolutely sure if an illness is caused by 
a bacteria or a virus. (Antibiotics don’t kill vi¬ 
ruses.) 

* Parental pressure to prescribe antibiotics for 
their children. 

* Fear of being sued for malpractice. 

Need college tuition? Enter the competition! 
Youth to Washington Scholarship Competition 

SPONSOR: Corn Belt Energy Corporation 
PRIZES: One $2,000 Scholarship 

Two $1,000 Scholarships 
The $2000 Scholarship winner also 
receives an expenses-paid, week- 
long tour of Washington, D.C. in 
June, ‘01 

ELIGIBILITY: Must be a high school junior or 
senior to compete. A parent must 
be a member of CBEC. 

TO WIN: Write a 1500 word essay on a topic 
assigned by the cooperative. 

DUE DATE: Noon, February 9, 2001 

IEC Memorial Scholarship competition 
SPONSOR: 

PRIZES: 
ELIGIBILITY: 

TO WIN: 
DUE DATE: 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Two $1,000 scholarships 
The competition is for high 
school seniors who will gradu¬ 
ate in the spring. A parent 
must be a member of an Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative 
Complete an application 
January 1, 2001 

Phone Corn Belt Energy Corporation at 
800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 (Ext 222) 
for entry material or visit our web site at 

www.cornbeltenergy.com 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Help with electric bills 
If you anticipate some difficulty in paying an electric 

bill this winter, contact the agency in the following list 
that serves your county. Ask about the Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

Please call for an appointment before going to the agency. 
Countv 
Henry 

Aaencv 
Project NOW 
111 West First Street 
Kewanee Phone 309-852-4565 

Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, Putnam 
Stark 

Tri-County Opportunities Council 
405 Emmons Avenue 
Rock Falls Phone 800-323-5434 

Knox Carver Community Action Agency 
235 East Main St. 
Galesburg Phone 309-342-0158 

Kendall Kendall County Health Dept. 
500A Countryside Center 
Yorkville 
Ph. 630-553-9100 Ext 134 

Dewitt 
Logan 
Piatt 

Central Illinois Economic 
Development Corp. 
1800 Fifth Street Road 
Lincoln Phone 217-732-2159 

Macon Decatur-Macon County 
Opportunities Corp. 
1122 East Marietta Street 
Decatur Phone 217-428-2193 

Ford East Central Illinois Community 
Action Agency 
56 North Vermilion Street 
Danville Phone 217-443-2705 

Livingston 

McLean 

Mid-Central Community 
Action, Inc. 
923 East Grove Street 
Bloomington Phone 309-829-0691 

Tazewell 
Woodford 

Tazwood Community Services 
2005 South Main Street 
Morton Phones 309-694-4391 

or 309-266-9941 

Underground cable 
replacement 

This year Corn Belt will replace more than 10 
miles of underground cable with new and improved 
wire. Last year we replaced 12 miles. That makes a 
total of over 50 miles of old wire abandoned in favor 
of the new variety in just the last 5 years. 

The cable being replaced was installed in the 
late 60s and early 70s and has failed repeatedly in 
the last few years. Failures, of course, translates 
to outages for the membership. Hence, those neigh¬ 
borhoods served with the new underground wire 
should experience fewer cable-related out-of-power 
situations than in the past. 

Worldwide, cable of that vintage is being re¬ 
placed by the thousands of miles each year. 

Drug vs. herb safety 
Source: U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

In general, herbs have far fewer side effects 
than over-the- counter or prescription medications. 

During one five-year period, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration received around 1,000 reports 
of adverse reactions caused by products containing 
herbs. 

This number is dwarfed next to the nearly 
160,000 negative reactions to over-the-counter and 
prescription drugs reported in one year alone. 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
CENTRAL REGION- RED BILL 

DAY OR NIGHT • Phone J800)_ 879-0339 
NORTHERN REGION-BLUEBILL " 

DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 654-1088 

rWol'fiMIIT”] 

Please use this space for your input. We’ll not suggest a subject. Speak 
your mind. Cut the piece out and include it in your bill payment, or e- 
mail your response. Our address is cornbeltenergy.com 

L        J 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Contacting Corn Belt Energy? 
Phone 800-879-0339 or 800-654-1088 
Email address: cornbeltenergy.com 

TO TALK ABOUT TOUCHPAD EMAIL 

An out-of-power situation Press #1 twoo@cornbeltenergy.com 

Address change, billing questions, Balanced 
Budget Billing, capital credits, Electronic 
Funds Transfer, paying your bill with debit or 
credit cards, E-Mail billing. 

Press #2 hamltn@cornbeltenergy.com 

Need a security yard light installed, a new 
electric service, questions about easements 
or rights-of-way, building near overhead 
power lines. 

Press #3 erickson@cornbeltenergy.co 

Questions on meter reading, payment ar¬ 
rangements, Geothermal, electric heating, 
surge suppression devices, rates, energy us¬ 
age, water heaters. 

Press #4 jdurf@cornbeltenergy.com 

Build or repair underground or overhead 
power lines, restore power, have a security 
yard light repaired. 

Press #6 twoo@cornbeltenergy.com 

Natural gas or propane information. Press #250 mr.hawk or andersn@cornbeltenergy.com 

Interstate Center 
Bloomington 

March 9, 10, 11 

OFFICE CLOSED 
The Corn Belt Energy Corporation office will be 
closed Thursday and Friday, November 23 and 
24 in observance of Thanksgiving. In the event 
of an electrical emergency, please phone: 

Northern Region Central Region 
800-654-1088 800-879-0339 

give the gift of energy. A $25, 4 * 
$50, or $100 gift certificate for 
natural gas,, propane or electricity will 
make this a memorable Christmas for a 
relative or friend. 

Corn Belt Energy Corp. 
1502 Morrissey Drive - Bloomington 

Phone: 800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339, 
then press #2 on your touchpad. 

CVk?) EASY PAY WAYS 
s Balanced Budget Program 
l BBPlJhlEFTuf Join at any time — No zero balance required 
7 k No "catch-up" month — Each bill is a 12-month average — 
/// ~ j MtH\ J\ No high summer bills on the Balanced Budget Program! 

/(T^ \ BKKkm Electronic Funds Transfer 
^ \ \ \ HjHH Pay your electric bill the effortless way with Electronic Funds Trans- 

\ W yrT fer. On the DUE DATE each month your bank pays your bill from 
/\ Y XX your account to ours. Never write another check to CBEC! 

BBP and EFT go arm-in-arm 
\J Y/f \J For details phone 800-879-0339 or 800-654-1088 
O' then press #2 on your touchpad. 

The Surge 
Sentry 
System 

Total Home Protection 
From High Voltage Surges ! 

For details phone 800- 
879-0339 or 800-654-1088 

then press #4 on your 
touchpad. 

CORN BELT ENERGY CORPORATION, BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
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Mailing address: RO. Box 816, Bloomington, IL 61702-0816 
Street address: 1502 Morrissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 
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PHONE NUMBERS 
DAY OR NIGHT 

Northern 800-654-1088 

Central 800-879-0339 
FAX: 309-663-4516 

!■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm - 

Monday thru Friday 

DECEMBER 2000 A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative E.O.E. (M/F/H) 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
CBEC to Build a Power Plant 

Corn Belt Energy has developed a plan 
for construction of the first coal-fired gen¬ 
erating station to be built in Illinois in 14 
years. In fact, it is one of only two coal-fired 
generating plants planned for construction 
in the United States. It will be built on land 
owned by the Turris Coal Company and is 
projected to use approximately 370,000 tons 
of coal per year from the company's Elkhart 
mine in Logan County. 

The plans call for a 91-megawatt plant 
costing $137 million. The plant is moder¬ 
ately sized compared to many Illinois coal- 
fired power stations. For example, the nearest 
coal plant, owned by Springfield’s City Wa¬ 
ter Light and Power, is nearly three times 
the size of the proposed Corn Belt plant. 
Because the plant will demonstrate new clean 
coal technology it will be partially financed 
with grants totaling $51 million from the US. 
Department of Energy’s National Energy 
Technology Laboratory, the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Commerce and Community Affairs 
and the Illinois Clean Coal Board. Corn Belt 
Energy is taking the lead ownership posi¬ 
tion in the plant and is expecting two other 
cooperatives to become joint owners. 

"We needed to minimize the cost of power 
for our members,” says Jeff Reeves, presi¬ 
dent/CEO of Corn Belt Energy. “One of the 
ways to do that is to own our own generation 
instead of buying power on the market. Right 
now electricity has become a very volatile 
commodity. Wholesale power prices have 
been as high as $7 per kilowatt-hour during 
peak demand times when energy supplies are 
at a premium.” 

Turris Coal Company, in addition to leas¬ 
ing the land for the facility, may become part 
owner of the coal-fired plant. Building the 
plant at the mine site eliminates the cost of 
transportation and the need to take local 
farmland out of production. 

Reeves says the coal-fired generating 
plant will be the first large-scale demonstra¬ 
tion of a boiler built by the D.B. Riley Com¬ 
pany that dramatically reduces nitrogen 
oxide (NOx) emissions. The basic boiler de¬ 
sign has been used for 30 years in Europe, 
but has been redesigned to use re-engineered 
burners that will substantially reduce NOx 

emissions. The Department of Energy has 
funded the burner improvement through the 
Low Emission Boiler System program. The 
new generating plant will also be built with 
scrubbers to reduce sulfur dioxide emissions. 
Using this new clean coal technology, the plant 
will exceed all current environmental require¬ 
ments. The plant will also have air-cooling 
condensers, which can potentially reduce wa¬ 
ter use by 68 percent. 

Plans call for construction to begin in 2001 
and be completed by late 2004. During con¬ 
struction nearly 200 jobs will be created. Op¬ 
eration of the plant will require 24 full-time 
employees, according to Reeves. But the eco¬ 
nomic impact will benefit the entire state and 
the coal industry. 

Illinois sits above one of the largest coal 
deposits in the world. There is enough coal 
under the state’s surface, in a 37,000 square 
mile area that stretches from downstate Cairo 
to Galesburg in eastern Illinois, to power six 
million homes for 500 years at present con¬ 
sumption rates. Coal is the state’s third larg¬ 
est industry, but it has been in decline since 
1990. A future turn-around in the industry will 
require commercially available clean coal-fu¬ 
eled technology and companies willing to in¬ 
vest in coal-fueled facilities. 

Clean coal technology will also mean stable 
electric rates. Of the nations twenty-five power 
plants with the lowest operating costs, twenty- 
three are fueled by coal. The price of coal has 
declined 40 percent in real terms as natural 
gas prices have recently more than doubled. 

In recent years, Illinois' demand for elec¬ 
tricity has been outstripping the supply. Al¬ 
though Illinois avoided the rolling blackouts 
and the sky-high power prices consumers ex¬ 
perienced in California this summer, Illinois 
experienced similar power shortages in 1998 
and 1999. Most utility plans for construction 
of base-load coal fired plants have been 
shelved in favor of natural gas-fired peaking 
generators called "peaker plants.” These plants 
only address the short-term peak load re¬ 
quirements created by high air conditioning 
demands during the summer. Reeves noted. 
Gas-fired peaker plants, while part of the an¬ 
swer, do not address the long-term need for 
lower-cost, base load electricity generation. 
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And they do not address the need to develop new 
clean coal technology. 

Through research and demonstration projects at 
the commercial level, Illinois has become a leader in 
developing clean coal technologies that will allow high- 
sulfur coal to be used in an environmentally sound 
manner. Current technologies have already helped 
decrease emissions by 19 percent nationwide and by 
35 percent in Illinois. 

Reeves commends the U.S. Department of En¬ 
ergy, the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs and the Illinois Clean Coal Board for 
having the foresight to move this technology forward to 
safeguard air quality through lower emissions, provide 
new electric generation and provide for the means to 
utilize one of our most abundant resources - coal. 

Reeves says, “We believe we have covered our 
bases, but there are still hurdles to overcome in the 
next few months. To move forward we are working 

closely with local, state and federal officials. If issues 
surface that impacts the financials so much that it 
makes it uneconomical and is no longer in the best 
interest of our co-op members, then we would rec¬ 
ommend not going forward. We don’t expect that to 
happen.” 

Reeves also noted that the cooperative has a load 
management program to help lower demand for elec¬ 
tricity during summer peaks, and the cooperative 
continues to promote many energy conservation pro¬ 
grams such as geothermal heat pumps and energy ef¬ 
ficient home construction. “There is no one answer 
to our power supply needs and the cost of energy. It 
will take all of us working together to find answers to 
our energy requirements, keep our economy grow¬ 
ing. build environmentally sound power plants, and 
provide reasonably priced energy solutions for our 
cooperative members,” said Reeves. 

Nominating committee appointed 
The board of directors of Corn Belt Energy Corporation is 
composed of 15 active members. They represent the mem¬ 
bership in the operation of the organization. This year the 
terms of five directors expire. A nominating process begun 
in October will culminate at the annual meeting when quali¬ 
fied members are elected to fill the director seats. The an¬ 
nual meeting of Corn Belt Energy Corporation will be held at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 9, 2001 at Normal Com¬ 
munity West High School. 

The procedure for choosing a director candidate is 
spelled out in the BYLAWS of the corporation. The following 
is a condensed outline of that procedure: 

The board of directors will confirm a Nominating Com¬ 
mittee made up of not less than 5 nor more than 15 active 
members of the cooperative. The committee members will 
be listed in the Illinois Country Living magazine by name 
and address. The committee will meet not later than 90 
days prior to the annual meeting. 

Any member of the cooperative who is interested in 
being nominated to run for election to the board of directors 
should contact a Nominating Committee member. The Nomi¬ 
nating Committee can nominate no more than two individu¬ 
als for each expiring directorship. 

An active member of the cooperative may also be nomi¬ 
nated for election to an expiring directorship by petition. 
Any 50 active members of the cooperative, by their petition, 
may propose the name of any qualified active member of the 
cooperative as an additional nominee provided that said 
petition shall state the term of office to be filled by such 
nominee and such nominee shall be deemed a candidate for 
the term and from the District so designated. No two direc¬ 
tors may live in the same township. Petitions nominating 
directors other than those nominated by the committee on 
nominations must be filed at the principal office of the coop- 

Heat and cool your home 

GE0THERMALLY! 
Heating for the whole winter can cost you 

about 10 cents a square foot. 
Cooling for the whole summer can cost you 

about 5 cents a square foot. 

erative not later than 30 days before the meeting of the mem¬ 
bers is convened. 

The terms of the following Corn Belt Energy directors 
will expire at the March 9, 2001 annual meeting: District 1 
- Gary Frankeberger; District 2 - Ralph Steiger: District 3 - 
Stephen Schertz: District 5 - Laverne Malone; District 9 - 
Robert Angus. 

At their October meeting the Corn Belt Energy board of 
directors appointed the following active members to a Nomi¬ 
nating Committee: 
John Kennedy, 3528 E. 12th Rd., Ottawa 61350 
Bob Haas, R#4 Box 291, Clinton 61727 
Paul Schuler, R# 1 Box 36, Lexington 61753 
Tina Biggs, R# 13 Box 403, Bloomington 61704 
Donald Rogers, 14489 N. 300th Ave., Altona 61414 
Larry Priest, R# 1 Box SOB, Hennepin 61327 
Ed Allen, 6877 Delavan Rd., Delavan 61734 
Gary Moncelle, R#2 Box 96, Lexington 61753 
Gene Hoffman, R#4 Box 271S, Clinton 61727 
Marvin Poke, R#2 Box 215, Sheffield 61361 
Peter Borowski, 3017 Thornwood Lane. Bloomington 61704 
OwenArvin, R#1 Box 152, Carlock61725 
Terry Longman, R#2 Box 185, El Paso 61738 
Adis Springer, 25349 Litwiller Road, Delavan 61734 
Lorena Bane, 500 W Buckles Grove, Leroy 61752 

The Nominating Committee will meet at 11:00 a.m. on 
December 19, 2000 at the Corn Belt Energy Corporation 
office located at 1502 Morrissey Drive in Bloomington to 
select candidates for election to the five director positions. 

Active members interested in more information per¬ 
taining to the nominating and petitioning processes can 
contact the cooperative office to obtain a copy of the current 
bylaws. Our phone numbers are 800-879-0339 or 800- 
654-1088 extension 232. 

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE 
CENTRAL REGION (RED BILL) 

DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 879-0339 

NORTHERN REGION (BLUE BILL) 
DAY OR NIGHT • Phone (800) 654-1088 
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Parents, we have 
tuition dollars! 
Youth to Washington 

Scholarship Competition 
SPONSOR: 
PRIZES: 

TO COMPETE: 

TO WIN: 

DUE DATE: 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation 
One $2,000 Scholarship 
TXvo $ 1,000 Scholarships 
The $2000 Scholarship winner also 
receives an expenses-paid, week-long 
tour of Washington, D.C. in June, '01 
Must be a high school junior or senior to 
compete. A parent must be a member of 
CBEC. 
Write a 1500 word essay on a topic 
assigned by the cooperative. 
Noon, February 9, 2001. 

IEC Memoriai Scholarship 
SPONSOR: 

PRIZES: 
TO COMPETE: 

TO WIN: 
DUE DATE: 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 
T\vo $1,000 Scholarships 
The competition is for high school 
seniors who will graduate in the 
spring. A parent must be a member 
of an Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
Complete an application. 
January 1, 2001. 

Phone Corn Belt Energy Corporation 
800-654-1088 or 800-879-0339 

(Ext 222) for entry material 
or download from: www.cornbeltenergy.com 

SCH0URSHIP MONEY HERE! 

Major storm damage 
Corn Belt suffered major damage and our 

members in the Northern Region withstood the 
inconvenience of no electricity the night of Octo¬ 
ber 3 as tornado type winds whipped through the 
area. Just south of Ottawa along Illinois Route 23 
a full mile of our lines and poles were on the 
ground. Most of the poles were simply twisted off 
about midway of their height. Winds were mea¬ 
sured at 60 to 90 mph. 

All available Northern Region line crews were 
dispatched at 10:00 pm on October 3 to begin re¬ 
storing power to the approximately 600 affected 
members. Two 3-man line crews with two bucket 
trucks, two digger derricks and lots of extra poles 
were dispatched from Bloomington the next morn¬ 
ing to assist in the rebuilding effort and all power 
was restored by late afternoon on October 4. 

Rural areas affected were around Manlius, 
Sheffield, Buda, Princeton, Granville, Tiskilwa, 
Spring Valley, Oglesby and south of Ottawa. Illi¬ 
nois Power and Commonwealth Edison experi¬ 
enced similar damage to their facilities in the area. 

We take for granted that the electricity will 
soon be flowing again after a damaging storm. What 
we don’t consider is the cost of repair that is ulti- 

Our E-Bill Internet System 
Our new E-Bill Internet System allows you ac¬ 

cess to your account at Corn Belt Energy 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week via your personal computer. 

It’s easy to register onto the system and it’s even 
easier to use. You can review your gas or electric ac¬ 
count any time you desire. Check out the energy used, 
the cost, the dates the meter was read, the due date 
for payment, the usage for each of the previous 12 
months, your payment history, etc., etc. A couple of 
“glitches” the computer people are correcting on the 
gas account is the removal of the term “demand" to 
the charges and the usage. 

Once you’re registered on the System we’ll notify 
you each month via e-mail that a new bill has been 
produced. 

To begin, logon to http://www.cornbeltenergy.com 
and select the E-billing button to bring up the regis¬ 
tration page. 

Be sure to register your email address and 
password the first time you use the system. You’ll 
also need to enter your CBEC account number, your 
e-mail address and password. Once you’re registered, 
your current statement will be displayed. The state¬ 
ment format will be a bit different than the paper bill 
you have been receiving but it’s an easy transition and 
it may even be more understandable. 

You can choose to pay with a credit card or a 
check. Either way is easy. To use a credit card, sim¬ 
ply enter the card information on the appropriate 
screen and a verification of payment will be sent back 
to you. 

Paying by check may be easier than writing one. 
In the appropriate spaces you'll enter the name of your 
bank, the routing number from one of your checks 
and your checking account number then click on Sub¬ 
mit. And, no matter which method you choose, you 
may pay the total amount due, or only a portion. The 
balance owed will be calculated and shown on your 
statement the following day. 

Please join us on the E-Bill Internet System at 
http ://www.cornbeltenergy. com. 
It’s New. It’s Easy. It’s Here 

ELECTRIC WATER HEATERS 
A 

flameless, ventless, odorless, silent, clean, safe, child¬ 
proof, low-priced, produce no carbon monoxide 

WEIL HELP YOU BUY ONE 
WITH UP TO $125 CASH! 

Call Member Services for details (Press #4 on your touchpad) 

mately paid for by the ratepayers. Even though the 
cooperative keeps a fund available for just such emer¬ 
gency outlays, the fund was established and built 
from the monthly payments of the members. This 
storm cost Corn Belt Energy approximately $35,000. 
That pays for the labor, materials, equipment and 
overhead expended but doesn’t account for lost rev¬ 
enue and the cost of the inconvenience to our con¬ 
sumers. 
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M?rry Christmas at%I 
We at Com Belt Energy Corporation extend greetings and best wishes to you during the 

Christvms season. IVeVe included photos of most of our employees here, in case you have the need 
someday to “put a name with a face." The following employees were not available when the 
pictures were taken: Fat Hall-Maintenance Foreman, Don 6olden-MaintenanceForeman,Jeannie 
hruns-SeniorStorehouseman, MarkSchaley-Journeyman Lineman, Amy Stuart-MemberSemce 
Representative, Ron McGuire-Meter and Serviceman, Ed Ruhrup-Meter and Serviceman, Mel¬ 
issa Todaro-Member Accounts Representative. 

r/ve Office Services Department 
Left to right: Jason Carter, Member Accounts Representative: Susan Wingett, Plant Accountant; Carol Hamilton, 
Member Accounts Supervisor; Lynn Lauer, accounting supervisor; Nikki Gwin, Payroll Accountant; Sandy 
Craig, Member Accounts Representative; Pam Carr, Sr. Member Accounts Representative; Vanessa Johnson, 
Accounts Payable Accountant; Becky Allen, Member Accounts Representative; Marian Harms, Accounting 
Associate; Bob Fischbach, Manager of Office Services; Lisa Gaddis, Member Accounts Representative; Jane 
Stegall, Billing Systems Specialist. 

Our Board of Directors 
Front row left to right: Gary Frankeberger - Assistant 
Secretary-Treasurer, Scott Baum, Robert Angus, Ralph 
Steiger. Middle row left to right: Albert Hagenbuch - Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer, John Tompkins, Janice Reimer, Tho¬ 
mas Johns, Steven Schertz - Vice-Chairman. Back row 
left to right: Myron Erdman, Charles Meisenheimer, 
Laveme Malone, Dennis Fredrickson and Michael Killian. 
Rae E. Payne, Chairman of the Board was unavailable for 
this photograph. 
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W The Engineering Department of the Central Region 
Left to right: Terri Fowler, Engineering Clerk; Sandi Carlson, Field Engineer; Steve Bradford, Engineering 
Clerk; Steve Wheeler, Field Engineer; Todd Sovich, Engineering Clerk; Keith Erickson, Manager of Engi¬ 
neering: Dave Sinha, Field Engineer. 

Our Management Team 
Front row left to right; Jeff Reeves, President; Dorothy Scott, 
Administrative Assistant. Back row left to right: Ron Stack, Vice- 
President of Utility Services; Tony Campbell, Vice-President of 
Electric Distribution. 

Our Marketing Department 
Emily Anderson and Dave Hawkinson 
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The Construction and Maintenance Department of the Central Region 
Left to right: Steve Streitmatter, Journeyman Lineman; Jerry Daugherty, Maintenance Foreman; Aaron Harsy, 
Apprentice Lineman; Marton Snow, Apprentice Lineman; Tim Baker, Apprentice Lineman; Norm Dunlop, 
Apprentice Lineman; Brian Felker (front), Apprentice Lineman; Ryan Campbell (rear). Journeyman Line¬ 
man; Jim Buggar, Construction Foreman; Tim Merrill, Mechanic; Frank Kinnison (front), Forestry Foreman; 
Chuck West (rear). Construction Foreman; Lee Johnson, Apprentice Lineman; Chris Clark, Journeyman 
Lineman; Steve Rosenthal, Journeyman Lineman; Dan Beard, Underground Foreman; Melinda Rosenthal, 
Storehousman; Mike Butler, Underground Foreman; Dick Albert, Construction Foreman; Robb Manner, 
Apprentice Lineman; Scott Farmer, Substation Maintenance Foreman; Jim Dustin, Maintenance Foreman; 
Mark Peterson, Maintenance Foreman. 

Department 
Left to right: Tom Moore, Member Ser¬ 
vice Representative; Jerry Durflinger, 
Manager of Member Services. The Staff of the Northern Region 
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Left to right: Mike Nelson, Manager of Operations; Jack Best, Re 
gional Manager; Patrick Griggs, Manager of Engineering. 
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Left to right front row: Rich Lingemann, Ottawa Foreman; Steve Cimei, Journeyman Lineman; Rod Rolando, 
Journeyman Lineman; Tom Neahring, Mechanic Foreman; Randy Skaggs, Warehouseman; Tom Dixon, Main¬ 
tenance/Operations Lead Man; Rod White, Galva Foreman; Steve Sanders, Journeyman Lineman. Back row: 
Gerry Henning, Journeyman Lineman; John Lebro, Journey Lineman; Jim Johnson, Construction Foreman. 

A Mixed Group 
Left to right: Ron Hopkins, Utility 
Electronic Control Specialist; Tammy 
Woosley, Dispatcher; Cal Williams, 
Right-of-way Superintendent; 
Kimberley Bland, Purchasing Assis¬ 
tant; Larry Young, Manager of Con¬ 
struction and ‘ 

Left to right: Alan Meissner, Field Engineer; Patrick Griggs, Manager 

Steve Coppenbarger 
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ENERGY SAVING TIPS 
1. Is your water heater at one end of the house and 
your bathroom at the other? Do you have to run the 
hot water for several minutes before the hot gets there? 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have instant hot water? 

You can you know - easily and cheaply. The solu¬ 
tion is to install a small, electric, point-of-use water 
heater in the bathroom. Properly piped, you'll have 
hot water instantly at both the sink and shower. When 
the hot water gets there from the central heater, the 
electric unit shuts off. The annoyance this arrange¬ 
ment will eliminate and the convenience of instant 
hot water far outweigh the negligible cost to operate a 
120 volt unit no matter what electric rate you're on. 
The Connor Company outlet near you has these units. 
Give them a call. There are probably other suppliers 
as well. Look in the Yellow Pages under Plumbing 
Supplies. 
2. The popular summertime saying, “it ain't the heat, 
it’s the humidity” is a truism that we’re all familiar 
with. But, in the winter, the humidity level in your 
home can also affect your comfort and your heating 
bill. 

Humidity is simply the amount of moisture or 
water vapor in the air. The term, relative humidity, is 
used when referring to moisture levels in the air and 
is expressed as a percentage. When air reaches its 
moisture- carrying capacity, it is saturated and the 
relative humidity is said to be 100 percent (a steam 

bath or dense fog is saturated air). 
Warm air will hold more moisture than cold air. 

In most homes, as the outside temperature drops, 
the inside relative humidity will also drop. That is 
because of the infiltration of cold outside air through 
the cracks and crannies that come with most homes 
being built today. 

Low relative humidity can cause dry skin, static 
electricity and dry nose and throat passages. It can 
also dry out wood furniture, floors, trim and veneers. 
The human body is fairly comfortable with a mini¬ 
mum relative humidity of 20 percent to a maximum 
of 50 percent. The level of humidity in your home 
will vary with your life-style, type of heating system, 
type of home, thermostat setting and the size of your 
family. 

Typically, a family of four will introduce about 
18 gallons of water per week into their home in the 
form of water vapor through plant watering, cooking, 
washing dishes, bathing and washing and drying laun¬ 
dry. 

The relative humidity inside a house will increase 
if the infiltration of cold outside air is reduced. Less 
water vapor will need to be introduced into a home if 
it is properly caulked and weather stripped and fit¬ 
ted with effective windows and doors. By controlling 
the relative humidity to between 35 and 40 percent, 
the comfort level will increase, the thermostat setting 
can be lowered and heating dollars can be saved. 

Possibly the best investment you could make for 
your home comfort is a reliable humidistat that con¬ 
stantly measures the humidity in the air of your home 
just as a thermometer measures the temperature. Most 
Home Centers carry them. 

Diet Confusion? 
Source: Hope Health Letter 

If you're confused by the conflicting diet and 
weight-loss information available today, you’re not 
alone. 

This year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
sponsored a meeting of several popular diet “gurus” 
to foster a discussion about what constitutes a healthy 
weight-loss diet. 

Dr. Robert Atkins says we can eat all the fat and 
protein we want - as long, as we severely limit carbo¬ 
hydrates. 

Dr. Dean Ormish, on the other hand, says to load 
up on complex carbohydrates found in vegetables, 
fruits and whole grains -but to severely limit fat. 

Other diet promoters (e.g., the Sugar Busters and 
Zone diets) suggest that we eat adequate protein, 
moderate fat and fewer carbohydrates. 

OFFICE CLOSING 
The Corn Belt Energy Corporation office will be 

closed December 22 and 25. The office will 
also be closed January 1. In the event of an 

electrical emergency, please phone 

Northern Region Central Region 
800-654-1088 800-879-0339 

About the only thing these diet gurus agree on is 
that Americans eat far too many refined carbohydrates 
and sweets - and that we don’t exercise enough. 

Bottom line: As one doctor put it, the final di¬ 
etary answer doesn’t fall at an extreme, but rather 
somewhere in the middle. 

And the U.S. Department of Agriculture says they’ll 
stand by their food pyramid recommendations - mod¬ 
eration and balance. 

The USDAs daily recommendations: 6 to 11 serv¬ 
ings of grains (bread, cereal, pasta and rice -prefer¬ 
ably whole grain); 3 to 5 servings of vegetables; 2 to 4 
servings of fruit; 2 to 3 servings of low-fat dairy, 2 to 
3 servings of protein (meat, poultry, fish, beans, eggs 
and nuts); and eat fats and sweets sparingly. 

I SAFETY QUIZ I 
True or False 
Unlike high-voltage utility wires, household cur¬ 
rent is not strong enough to cause permanent 
injury to a person. 
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