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A Touchstone Energy' Partner 

Joseph E. Grant, 48, of rural Charleston, was seated on the 
Board of Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative at the 
October 28th meeting. He will fill the vacancy created by the resig¬ 
nation of Director Dan Watson who now resides in Massachusetts. 
The term of the position will expire in March of 2000. 

Mr. Grant, a self-employed farmer, has previously served on 
both Charleston and Areola school boards. He also served for 13 
years as a trustee for Morgan township in Coles County. Since 
1981, he has been a commodity marketing columnist for newspa¬ 
pers in Illinois and Indiana. 

Mr. Grant and his wife, Donna Lee, are the parents of nine chil¬ 
dren. 

Joseph E. Grant 

A different kind 
of hogs, ’ 
member 
exchange 
  I6b&c 

Board report 
  I6d-f 

Annual meeting 
coming, Meter 
testers I6g 

Two linemen from Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative participated in an advanced distribu¬ 
tion and transmission school held Oct. 11-15 at Lincoln Land Community College in Spring- 
field. The advanced distribution and transmission school, which was hosted by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, was part of a five-week lineman training program teaching 
proper work techniques, electrical theory and safety. From left to right are instructor Chuck 
West from Corn Belt Energy Corporation in Bloomington and CMEC linemen Bill Arthur and 
Gordon Reynolds. 

Note from the 
chairman, 
Thank yous 
 I6h 
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These products 
are Sandy’s “won¬ 
der workers,” 
which enable the 
use of single 
phone lines to 
perform two 
chores simulta¬ 
neously. 

ex>rwtffc&t' ftAnyct oj^ Uo^y 
It’s no secret that the hog market is 

down in the dumps, and that many hog 

farmers are struggling to make ends meet. 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative mem¬ 

bers Keith and Sandy Deters of rural Sigel 

are in that situation, but things are looking 

up for them. Sandy has started selling 

Internet Home Office Gadgets, or “Hogs,” 

to stretch the family’s income. 

“Making a living by raising hogs in 

today’s market has become very difficult,” 

Sandy says, “because there is not a lot of 

profit. For us, that meant looking for other 

sources of income. 

“I operate a computer consulting busi¬ 

ness from our home,” she adds, “and I 

needed a ‘magical gadget’ that would let me 

search the internet while doing research for 

my customers, and warn me when there 

was an incoming phone call. I still wanted 

to be able to take phone calls from our chil¬ 

dren at school, or Keith when he was in the 

field.” 

She thought about getting a second 

phone line, but the cost was prohibitive. A 

gadget of some kind, if it could be found, 

seemed to be the only alternative. She 

talked to people at computer stores, and all 

agreed that such a gadget, if it were avail- 

able, would be great. But nobody knew of 

• one. 

“About the time the hog market 

. nosedived,” Sandy says, “I found what I was 
■ looking for. It’s called the ‘Internet Call 

‘ Waiting Switch, or CWS,’ and it allows you 

to surf the net and still receive phone calls. 

“It answered two of our main problems. 

■ First, it solved the problem of the Internet 

hogging our phone line, and it offered a 

. new source of income. I liked it so much 

■ that I decided to become a distributor, and 

Internet HOGS (Home Office Gadgets) was 

born.” 

There are three devices in Sandy’s prod- 

• uct lineup, and they all perform similarly, 

but the pricier ones do more than the less 

. expensive. 

• “You can have the CWS automatically dis¬ 

connect you from the Internet or manually 

. answer the call and talk for a few seconds 

■ and still be connected,” Sandy says, adding, 

■ “If I’m downloading a big file, I use the 

manual mode. It uses the call-waiting fea- 

. ture on the phone to beep’ the switch 

■ when I receive a call. I can answer the call 

without being disconnected from the 

. Internet. 

“I can pick up and say, Tm sorry' but I’m 

downloading a big file off the Internet. Can 

I call you back?’ 

The Deters family all work together to 
make the hog and ‘Hogs’ operations 
successful. Here, daughter Lauren 
packs a unit for shipping. 
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Sandy Deters at her computer. Her 
need to surf the net for research, and 
to use her phone line too, got her in¬ 
volved in Internet Home Office 
Gadgets, or Hogs. 

“If you do that, you have some 10-25 sec¬ 

onds, depending on who your Internet ser¬ 

vice provider (ISP) is, to talk without being 

disconnected. If you decide to keep talking, 

the switch will disconnect you from the 

Internet. After completing your call, just 

reconnect to your ISR and you will return to 

the point where you left off.” 

Sandy notes that her business has really 

taken off, and that her older kids help with 

packaging and shipping. “I like to have the 

kids involved,” she says, “and this is work 

that’s light enough that they can help com¬ 

fortably. Most of the time, it’s just a matter 

of putting the product in an envelope, or a 

box, and sending it off. We send everything 

by Priority Mail so our customers can expect 

quick delivery.” 

For more information, contact Sandy at 

Sandy Deters Computer Consulting, 277 

Co. Rd. 300N, Sigel, IL 62462, or call her at 

(217) 844-2414. You can e-mail her at 
sandy@internethogs.com, or visit her 

website at www.internethogs.com. 

As might be ex¬ 
pected of a com¬ 
puter whiz, Sandy 
has her own home 
page, so brows¬ 
ers can take a 
look at her prod¬ 
uct line. 

'TYl&m’&esv 

For Sale 

One U.S. Royal P205/75 R14 tire, Tiger Paw, on wheel, like new, $25. Call 345- 

5890. 

Hoover Steam Vac Supreme self-contained carpet shampooer, upholstery/stair 

attachments included, $75. Call 932-5847. 

Name 

Service number 

Phone number 

(check one) 
□ For Sale QWant to Trade QWant to Buy DGive Away 
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August 26, 1999 meeting 

The Board of Directors of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative held its regular meeting 
at the offices of the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt 
Avenue East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m. 
on August 26, 1999. The Chairman of the 
Board, Joe Bicknell, called the meeting to 
order. After calling the roll, the Secretary, 
Dean Robison, reported the following direc¬ 
tors were present: Joe Bicknell, Steve Cox, 
David Collins, Dean Robison, Willie Johnson, 
Mark Degler, and Dan Watson. Also present 
were Chris Christman, Interim President/ 
CEO; Sheila Doty, Controller; Darla Rankins, 
Benefits Administrator; Steve Underwood, 
Director of Engineering; and Jerry Edwards, 
Corporate Counsel. 

The Board heard a presentation from Rob¬ 
ert Hargis representing the Coalition on Re¬ 
form and Ethics, also known as C.O.R.E. Mr. 
Hargis raised several concerns and provided 
the Board with a summary of the group’s con¬ 
cerns. 

Sheila Doty Controller, presented the fi¬ 
nancial report. 

Director Bicknell reported on the AIEC 
Audit Report on file. Bicknell also noted to 
the Board the nomination materials available 
for the 1999 Illinois Cooperative Council Co¬ 
operative Recognition Awards if any member 
or any Director is interested in so making a 
nomination. 

Interim President/CEO, Chris Christman, 
entered a report on the Soyland meeting. In¬ 
terim President Christman also advised the 
Board of the Electric Service Agreement be¬ 
tween Ameren Energy Inc. and Soyland 
Power Cooperative, Inc., and discussed the 
need for the Guaranty to be considered by 
the Board at this meeting. 

Director Bicknell advised the Board that 
each member needs to submit the name of an 
election inspector and alternate from each 
district by the September Board Meeting. Di¬ 
rector Bicknell also advised all Directors to 
submit their fax numbers if different than 
their home numbers. 

Interim President Christman advised the 
Board of the Cooperative’s participation in 
the NERC Year 2000 drill on September 8 and 
9, 1999- He advised of the goal of the drill 
and the possible problem areas that could be 
identified as a result of the same. 

The official notice of the 1999 NRECA Re¬ 
gion V Meeting on September 14 through 
September 16, 1999, in Des Moines, Iowa was 

noted to the Board. Director Robison was 
nominated to attend the meeting. 

Interim President Christman advised of 
requests made to the Board by members pur¬ 
suant to Board policy. Interim President 
Christman advised that Joe Grant had submit¬ 
ted a request to attend a Director’s Meeting; 
and that Dean Robison had submitted a re¬ 
quest for information, and that both requests 
will be granted. 

Director Bicknell requested suggestions 
for the March 2000 Annual Meeting of the 
Cooperative. Motion was passed to set the 
meeting date for March 25, 2000 with an al¬ 
ternate date of April 1, 2000. 

The execution of the Soyland Guaranty as 
part of the Electric Service Agreement be¬ 
tween Ameren and Soyland was approved. 

Directors’ fees and expenses were ap¬ 
proved. 

The employment contract with 
Quint—Dreyer for accounting services for the 
Cooperative was renewed for a three year pe¬ 
riod. 

Interim President Christman presented a 
request for additional compensation for the 
work conducted by the staff in the absence of 
a permanent President, and advised the 
Board of the basis for the request. The Direc¬ 
tors informally commended the staff for the 
additional work they have taken on and the 
job they have done in performing that work. 
The request for additional compensation was 
approved. 

Interim President Christman and Director 
of Engineering, Steve Underwood, also pre¬ 
sented to the Board a proposal for the sale of 
excess land. Mr. Underwood advised the 
Board that this was land originally purchased 
several years ago in contemplation of a sub¬ 
station. At this time, that substation is not 
needed, and it is doubtful that this particular 
site will be needed in the future as the ideal 
location for a substation. A motion was ap¬ 
proved to sell the property to Gregory White 
for the sum of $5,000. 

Director Watson announced to the Board 
that the next month’s regular meeting of the 
Board of Directors will be his last meeting as 
a Director for Coles-Moultrie Electric Coop¬ 
erative. 

Director Degler inquired about the policy 
concerning the placement of signs or other 
advertising on utility poles, as he had re¬ 
ceived complaints of advertising in the Areola 
area. 

A motion was passed to cease any further 
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deliberations with EnerStar regarding the pos¬ 
sibility of merging with EnerStar. 

The motion to reopen the Chief Executive 
Officer search was not approved. 

Director Bicknell suggested the Directors 
prepare proposed changes to the bylaws in 
response to the concerns raised by the 
C.O.R.E group. 

There being no further business, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

September 23, 1999 meeting 

The Board of Directors of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative held its regular meeting 
at the offices of the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt 
Avenue East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m. on 
September 23, 1999. The Chairman of the 
Board, Joe Bicknell, called the meeting to or¬ 
der. After calling the roll, the Secretary, Dean 
Robison, reported the following directors 
were present: Joe Bicknell, Steve Cox, David 
Collins, Dean Robison, Willie Johnson, Mark 
Degler, and Dan Watson. Also present were 
Chris Christman, Interim President/CEO; 
Sheila Doty, Controller; Darla Rankins, Ben¬ 
efits Administrator; William Tapella II, Corpo¬ 
rate Counsel; and Tracy Nugent, Special 
Counsel. Members David Finley and Joe Grant 
also attended. 

Sheila Doty, Controller, presented the fi¬ 
nancial report. 

Corporate Counsel, William Tapella II, pre¬ 
sented the Board with a proposed Article XTV 
concerning merger and acquisition of another 
electric cooperative and for those revisions to 
clarify Article X Section 3, of the current By¬ 
laws. He also presented the Board with a writ¬ 
ten report concerning his attendance at the 
September 1, 1999, NRECA Legal Seminar. 

Chairman Bicknell gave a report on AIEC. 
Director Degler addressed the Board concern¬ 
ing Soyland, specifically addressing recent 
spiked charges. 

Directors Bicknell and Robison spoke on 
their recent attendance at the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association Region 3 
meeting in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Interim President/CEO Christman pre¬ 
sented his report to the Board. As part of said 
report, Controller, Sheila Doty, addressed the 
Board concerning key ratio trend analysis. 
Christman addressed the Board concerning 
the Cooperative’s progress towards Y2K com¬ 
pliance. Director Bicknell and Benefits Admin¬ 
istrator, Darla Rankins, addressed the Board 
concerning the upcoming AIEC directory. 

Interim President/CEO Christman ad¬ 
dressed the Board concerning the east Neoga 
substation tract. The Board rescinded its ac¬ 
tion approving the sale of said premises to 
Gregory White as provided for by the Board’s 
motion at its August 26, 1999, Board Meeting, 
and further approved the sale of said property 
to Andrew J. Higgins and his wife, Joyce Arville 
Higgins. 

Christman noted to the Board that Director 
Cox had requested petitions for the placement 
of his name on the ballot for Director elec¬ 
tions, and that the Cooperative staff had pro¬ 
vided those petitions consistent with the 
Cooperative’s Bylaws and Board Policies. 

A motion was approved for the Board to 
contract with the firm of Quint—Dreyer & 
Company, PC., PA. regarding the Cooperative 
audits. 

Representatives to the Elections Committee 
were named as follows: District 1 - Tom Reedy, 
alternate Dennis Getz; District 2 - vacant; Dis¬ 
trict 3 - J- David Smith, alternate Michael 
Jones; District 4 - vacant; District 5 - Marge 
Nolan, alternate Jerry Sweeney; District 6 - va¬ 
cant; alternate vacant; District 7 - Bob Hargis, 
alternate Randy White. The remaining open¬ 
ings will be filled at the Board’s next regular 
meeting. 

March 21, 2000, was set as the date for the 
next election. 

A motion was passed to adopt proposed 
Policy 29, addressing communications be¬ 
tween the Board of Directors and staff level 
employees of the Cooperative. 

Authorization was given to Interim Presi- 
. dent Christman to conduct negotiations with 
■ the Cooperative’s meter readers and to permit 
‘ said negotiations to provide for a 6% increase 
. in wage, and to further provide for a $.50 per 
• misread or unread meter deduction. 

A $400 donation to the Mattoon Rotary 
' Club’s “I Like Me” program for children was 
. approved. 

Proposed Policy 30 regarding rural eco¬ 
nomic development revolving loan funds was 

. approved. 
■ Director Watson read into the record his 

letter of resignation from the Board of Direc- 
. tors. 
■ A motion was approved to present Dan 
* Watson with a plaque commemorating his ser¬ 

vice upon the Coles-Moultrie Electric Coop- 
■ erative Board of Directors. 

There being no further business, the meet¬ 
ing was adjourned. 

6MJ.U.L.I.E. <^pt+ clig. 
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October 28, 1999 

The Board of Directors of Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative held its regular meeting 
at the offices of the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt 
Avenue East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m. on 
October 28, 1999. The Chairman of the 
Board, Joe Bicknell, called the meeting to or¬ 
der. After calling the roll, the Secretary, Dean 
Robison, reported the following directors 
were present: Joe Bicknell, Steve Cox, David 
Collins, Dean Robison, Willie Johnson, and 
Mark Degler. Also present were Chris 
Christman, Interim President/CEO; Darla 
Rankins, Benefits Administrator; and William 
Tapella II, Corporate Counsel. 

Interim President/CEO, Chris Christman, 
presented the financial report. 

Corporate Counsel, William Tapella II, pre¬ 
sented the legal report. Tapella discussed 
with the Board proposed amendments to the 
Bylaws of the Cooperative, including revi¬ 
sions to Article X Section III. 

Director Bicknell presented the AIEC re¬ 
port and noted that Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative received an award from the ACRE 
Program for enrolling 100% of the 
Cooperative’s key employees in that program. 

Director Degler presented a report on the 
Soyland meeting held in Jacksonville, Illinois, 
on October 20, 1999. Director Degler de¬ 
scribed his visit and reviewed the new 
Soyland peak generation site in Alsey Illinois. 
Interim President Christman discussed the 
Director training session to be held on No¬ 
vember 9 at the Soyland office in Jacksonville, 
Illinois. Christman also discussed a proposed 
Soyland program to sponsor a Touchstone 
Energy hot air balloon. 

Director Bicknell gave a report on the 
NRECA. He noted that the NRECA would offer 
a director training course in Springfield, Illi¬ 
nois, on November 16 and 17. 

Interim President Christman presented his 
report to the Board. Mr. Christman addressed 
the 2000 budget and noted that the budget 
would soon be ready for a presentation to the 
Board. Christman reported that the annual 

A meeting would begin March 25, 2000, at 1:00 
p.m. with lunch served prior to the meeting. 
He also reported on the Alert Securities Pro¬ 
gram. He discussed a member request by 
member Harvey Phillips for the 1997 and 
1998 audit reports noting that said reports 
would be provided to Mr. Phillips. 

The Board approved the adoption of a 
resolution concerning the sale of Coopera- 

, five property. 
A resolution concerning Coles-Moultrie 

Electric’s participation in the Rural Economic 
Development Grant Program was approved. 

Interim President Christman was autho- 
■ rized to engage the Engineering Department 

of the Association of Illinois Electric Coop- 
, eratives to perform a cost of service study. 

Director Bicknell named Byron Boddy as 
an election inspector for District 2 and 

, Charles Doty as an alternate. 
Director Degler named Frank Fisher as an 

election inspector for District 4 with Larry 
Arthur as the alternate. 

Approval was given for Directors Collins, 
Bicknell, Degler and Robison to attend the 
NRECA Director Conference to be held Feb¬ 
ruary 12-16, 2000, in Las Vegas, Nevada. Di¬ 
rector Cox was appointed to attend the 
NRECA Annual Meeting in Orlando, Florida 

! on March 19-22, 2000. 
The regular November Board meeting will 

be on Tuesday, November 23, 1999, at 7:00 
p.m. at the offices of the Cooperative. The 
regular December Board meeting will be on 
Tuesday, December 21, 1999, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the offices of the Cooperative. 

The Board authorized and approved the 
renewal of a line of credit as recommended 
by the Cooperative staff. 

Approval was given for the sponsorship of 
two children in the AIEC Youth to Washing¬ 
ton Program. 

Director Collins requested a copy of the 
NRECA Model Bylaws. Corporate Counsel 
agreed to forward a copy of said Bylaws to 
Director Collins. 

. There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned. 
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Electric Laboratories and Sales will be in the Mattoon, 
Charleston, Hutton, and Diona areas performing routine 
meter testing. If you have any questions, please contact 

our office. 

Cold days and 

extra heat in your home. Modern conve¬ 

niences such as electric blankets and por¬ 

table electric heaters add a lot of comfort 

but can present risks if not properly used. 

However, with a few basic commonsense 

tips, you can stay safe and warm throughout 

the winter: 

• Keep bedding, clothes, draperies, rugs, 

furniture or anything that may be flammable 

at least three feet away from portable heat¬ 

ers — even those with safety guards and 

automatic cut-off switches. 

• Don’t tuck in electric blankets, or you 

nights may call for some may damage or break the insulation around 

the coils and create a fire hazard. 

• Keep electric blankets on top of other 

covers, and keep pets off the blanket, too. 

• Always unplug electric heaters and 

blankets when they’re not in use. Never 

leave these appliances unattended. 

• Portable heaters and electric blankets, 

or any other appliance that produces heat, 

should not be used with extension cords. 

Make sure to plug them directly into a wall 

outlet. 

Source: National Electrical Safety Foundation 
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M.L. Christman 

To report an outage 

First check your fuses or 

circuit breakers and see if your neigh¬ 

bors have power. 

If the problem appears to be with 

the cooperative's lines, call the office, 

give the name the service is listed 

under, and report any hazardous con¬ 

ditions. 

Collect calls will be accepted only 

when caller reports an outage. 

Both our office number, 

235-0341, and our tollfree number, 

(888) 661-CMEC, are manned 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year for your 

convenience. 

Service — a definition — among a long 

list in the dictionary is the entry: “to work 

for others.” We might look at service from 

a cooperative slant — to work together for 

the common good. Dedication to provid¬ 

ing quality service has long been a hall¬ 

mark of our Cooperative. Certainly, there 

are glitches, blips and interruptions but 

compared to what? Recently, I had the op¬ 

portunity to visit with a friend from the 

Dekalb, Illinois area who has a confine¬ 

ment livestock operation. When the elec¬ 

tricity goes off, generators must be started 

to power the ventilation system to prevent 

suffocation. He is served by a major inves¬ 

tor-owned utility based in northeastern Illinois. Between Memorial Day and 

Labor Day (May 30 and Sept. 6), his power was off 17 times! Is that our 

long or short history? 

A little patience and tact are needed on occasion when our lights blink. 

Certainly, it is maddening to lose a computer screen, the company said to 

back up on a regular basis; the meal is half cooked, it will be ruined; my 

blow dryer quit, my hair will be a mess; the lights went out and I couldn’t 

do my homework, the dog ate it; or Dick was making a move on Jane in my 

favorite soap and I missed the action. In the greater scheme of things, elec¬ 

tricity is truly a necessity, but we need to remember that people, you and I, 

provide the ways and means to get that service. We cannot prevent storms, 

animals, birds, or people from causing an outage. 

Dedication — the act of devoting to a religious or other worthy pur¬ 

pose. Charles B. Shuman was dedicated to the community of MAN. He was 

one of the driving forces in organizing Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 

to provide electricity to rural Coles and Moultrie counties. He also helped 

organize a cooperative group of farmers to purchase the grain elevator at 

Cadwell, Illinois, and form Moultrie Grain Association. Mr. Shuman served 

Farm Bureau on the local, state, and national level as president of Moultrie 

County Farm Bureau, Illinois Agriculture Association, and American Farm 

Bureau Federation. He was featured on the cover of Time Magazine Sept. 3, 

1965 as American Farm Bureau president. He taught Sunday School for 60 

years at the Methodist Church in Sullivan. Mr. Shuman was always Charles 

or Charlie to his friends and neighbors. A leader, mentor, and personal 

friend will truly be missed. Charles died October 24, 1999. 

Joe Bicknell 

■ 

A special note of thanks to all members who 

report potential problems they notice. 

Janet McKinney recently reported a line in 

the Neoga/Sigel area, which was arcing. A crew 

was dispatched to the site and made repairs 

before an outage occurred. 

We appreciate Janet, and others, who help 

us prevent and reduce outages. 
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Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative will 

hold its 61st Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
March 25, 2000, at Lake Land College Field 
House in Mattoon at 1 p.m. 

Registration will begin at 10:30 a.m. and 

continue until the start of the business ses¬ 
sion at 1 p.m. 

From 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., a buffet 
lunch consisting of roast beef, pork loin, 
mashed potatoes/gravy, green beans, cole 
slaw, rolls, assorted desserts, coffee, tea, and 

lemonade will be served. The cost is $2.50 

per person (children 12 and under free). 
Tickets are on sale at the cooperative office 
or by mail. To purchase your tickets by mail, 
send your check to Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative, Attn: Sandra Fisher, PO. Box 

709, Mattoon, Illinois 61938-0709. Please 

include a note indicating the number of 

tickets being purchased and the name on 
your electric bill. Your tickets will be sent to 
you by return mail. 

If your ticket is purchased prior to Mon¬ 
day, March 20, 2000, we will keep the 
ticket stub. The stubs will be used for bill 
credit drawings of $50, $75, and $100. The 
drawings will be held just before the 1:00 
p.m. start of the business meeting. You 
must be present to win. 

For those of you who are unsure if you 

will be able to attend the Annual Meeting, 
there will be a limited number of tickets 
sold at the door. However, only those tick¬ 

ets purchased prior to March 20, 2000, 
will be eligible for the bill credit drawings. 

c* ooop&tatAA^ rw&rvweA/. . . 

We hate to admit it, but sometimes we 
have a tendency to forget that all of our cus¬ 

tomers have not always received their elec¬ 
tricity from an electric cooperative. You may 
not know about the advantages of receiving 
electricity from an electric cooperative — 
your rights, your privileges and your re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

When receiving your electric service from 
an electric cooperative such as Coles- 
Moultrie Electric, you should know: 

• You are a member of the cooperative 

and as a member you are part owner of the 

cooperative. 
• You have the right to attend the 

cooperative’s annual meeting of members 

held each March and to vote for the board 

of directors which governs the cooperative. 
• You have the responsibility to keep up 

with the developments affecting your coop¬ 

erative. 

• Your cooperative was established by 
local activists at a time when existing utili¬ 

ties refused or neglected to serve the area 
where you live now. 

All cooperative members receive a 
monthly subscription to Illinois Country 
Living. Electric cooperatives began publish¬ 
ing periodicals such as this in the 1940s to 
communicate with their members. 

Today, Coles-Moultrie Electric Coopera¬ 
tive relies on this magazine, not only to re¬ 

lay information about this business, but also 

to encourage you to use electricity wisely 

and safely. Promoting electrical safety can 

help save the lives of our cooperative mem¬ 

bers. Promoting wise electrical use can help 

the cooperative and its members save 
money. Cooperative personnel can help 
members make informed decisions when 

purchasing new, efficient appliances and 
technologies for the home. 

'i Touchstone Energy* Partner 

Chairman's 

message... 16b 

Board meeting 
summary, new 

heating system 

 16c 
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  I6e 
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  I6f 
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  I6g 
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  I6h 
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Do we participate in our cooperative? Or, 
why should we participate? Or, how do we 

participate? Maybe we do not understand 
how a cooperative works. The International 

Cooperative Alliance of Manchester, En¬ 

gland suggests the seven cooperative prin¬ 

ciples: 1st principle: voluntary and open 

membership 

Cooperatives are voluntary organiza¬ 
tions, open to all persons able to use their 

services and willing to accept the responsi¬ 
bilities of membership, without gender, so¬ 

cial, racial, political or religious 

discrimination. 

nd principle: democratic member 
control 

Cooperatives are democratic organi¬ 

zations controlled by their members, who 

actively participate in setting their policies 

and making decisions. Men and women 

serving as elected representatives are ac¬ 

countable to the membership. In primary 

cooperatives, members have equal voting 

rights — one member, one vote — and co¬ 

operatives at other levels are organized in a 

democratic manner. 

rd principle: member’s economic 
participation 
Members contribute equally to, and 

democratically control, the capital of their 

cooperative. At least part of that capital is 

usually the common property of the coop¬ 

erative. They usually receive limited com¬ 

pensation, if any, on capital subscribed as a 

condition of membership. Members allocate 

surpluses for any or all of the following pur¬ 

poses: developing the cooperative, possibly 

by setting up reserves, pan of which at least 

would be indivisible, benefiting members in 
proportion to their transactions with the 

cooperative; and supporting other activities 

by the membership. 

th principle: autonomy and 

independence 
Cooperatives are autonomous, self- 

help organizations, controlled by their 

members. If they enter into agreements 

with other organizations, including govern¬ 

ments, or raise capital from external 

sources, they do so on terms that ensure 

democratic control by their members and 

maintain their cooperative autonomy. 

th principle: education, training, 
and information 

Cooperatives provide education and 
training for their members, elected repre¬ 

sentatives, managers, and employees so 

they can contribute effectively to the devel¬ 

opment of their cooperative. They inform 

the general public — particularly young 

people and opinion leaders — about the 

nature and benefits of cooperation. 6th principle: cooperative among 

cooperatives 

Cooperatives serve their members 
most effectively and strengthen the coopera¬ 

tive movement by working together through 

local, national, regional, and international 

structures. 7 th principle: concern for 

community 
While focusing on member needs, 

cooperatives work for the sustainable devel¬ 

opment of their communities through poli¬ 

cies accepted by their members. 

Opportunities come with participation. 
Do you voice concerns to your representa¬ 

tive (board member), suggest new services 

that might be provided, VOTE, attend meet¬ 

ings when provided, or participate by being 

willing to serve on the board? The annual 

meeting is coming in March and you will 

also be getting ballots for the election. 

Please cooperate by participating. 

'7/lvC& ji&rvv tfaes 
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November 23, 1999 meeting 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative was held at 

the offices of the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt Avenue, East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7 p.m. on Nov. 23, 
1999. The meeting was called to order by Joe Bicknell, Chairman. After calling the roll, the secre¬ 

tary reported the following directors were present: Joe Bicknell, Dean Robison, David Collins, 

Mark Degler, Willie Johnson, and Joe Grant. Also present were Chris Christman, Interim Presi¬ 

dent/CEO; Sheila Doty, Controller; Darla Rankins, Benefits Administrator, Greg Nieman, Vice 

President of Marketing and Member Services of Soyland Power Cooperative; and Bill Tapella, Cor¬ 

porate Council. 

Greg Nieman gave a presentation regarding the Touchstone Energy Balloon Program which is 

a three year sponsorship in the following amounts: year 1 — $8,000 maximum; year 2 — $3,000 

maximum; and year 3 — $3,000 maximum. A motion was approved to participate in the Touch¬ 

stone Energy Balloon Program. 

Sheila Doty gave the Financial Report. 

Director Robison gave a report on the Nov. 18th AIEC meeting. 

Director Degler gave a report on the meeting at Soyland Power on Nov. 17th. 

It was approved to get estimates to expand the Boardroom to meet the standards for Board 

meetings and employee meetings. 

Interim President/CEO Christman presented the 2000 Capital Budget. The budget was ap¬ 

proved as submitted. 

A motion was passed to revise the conditions of service in policy A16 and A22 to increase the 

limits to 10 hours. 

The director fees and expenses for August, September, and October 1999, were approved. 

Approval was given for Director Collins to attend the 2000 NRECA Annual Meeting. 

Director Collins was authorized to attend a Holland Energy meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Cv y\e4AJ 

Old heating and cooling systems never 

seem to quit at an opportune time. They 

always quit when they are needed the most. 
Very often, when that happens, you just tell 

the contractor to put in a new unit. You 

don’t have a lot of time to look at the differ¬ 

ent options available. 

By doing a little advance planning, you 

can compare efficiencies, warranties and 

other options that are available with differ¬ 

ent manufacturers’ units. Efficiencies of 

cooling units can range from a minimum of 

10 S.E.E.R. all the way up to about 18. Air- 
to-air heat pump heating efficiency range 

from about 6.8 to around 9 H.S.PF. The let¬ 

ters S.E.E.R. stand for Seasonal Energy Effi¬ 

ciency Ratio and H.S.PF. stand for Heating 

Seasonal Performance Factor. The numbers 

represent the amount of BTUs, either re¬ 

moved during cooling or the heat provided 

during heating, for every watt of electricity 

consumed. The higher these numbers, the 

more efficient the unit. 

Most new heating and cooling systems 

will reduce heating and cooling bills 50 per¬ 

cent or more. Modern electric heat pumps, 

^ with all their advancements in efficiency, 

can be a good choice even if natural gas is 

available. 

Another thing to consider is whether the 

■ size of a new unit needs to be increased or 

decreased. If your old system is doing an 

adequate job of maintaining the comfort in 

your home, you can probably install the 

same size new system. If you have added to 

your home, increased the insulation levels, 

. or installed more efficient windows, etc., 

■ your present system may be way over-sized. 

Have heating and cooling load analysis per¬ 

formed on your home. 

If you decide it’s time to change, don’t 

forget about the old duct system. Is it ad¬ 

equate? What about the duct insulation? Any 

. ductwork that is outside the heated space 

should be sealed with mastic or permanent 

type duct tape and insulated with two-inch 

insulation. 

If you consider changing from gas heat¬ 

ing to electric heating, you may have to up¬ 

grade your electrical wiring system. In many 

older homes, the wiring is not large enough 

■ to handle all electric. 
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Is your home using too much power and 

doing too little work? Would you like to re¬ 

place that aging air conditioner or upgrade 

your insulation while, at the same time, re¬ 

duce your utility bills? If you’ve answered 

yes to these questions, then Coles-Moultrie 

Electric Cooperative’s new EC Home Im¬ 

provement™ program is the clear choice for 

you. 

Through our EC Home Improvement™ 

program, you can borrow funds at competi¬ 

tive rates for various energy efficiency re¬ 

lated home improvement projects by placing 

one quick phone call to a local contractor 

that is sponsored by Coles-Moultrie Electric 

Cooperative. Below is a sample of energy 

efficiency products you can finance through 

the program: 

• Heat pumps 

• Geothermal systems 

• Air conditioners 

• Window/door replacement 

• Insulation 

Some other attractive features of EC 

Home Improvement loans include the fol¬ 

lowing: 

• Quick approval (with a decision made on 

most applications in as little as ten min¬ 

utes); 

• No down payment or application fee; 

• Loan amounts from $1,000 to $15,000 
• Flexible payment options—loans up to 

$5,000 can be repaid over 12 to 60 

months (loans between $5,000 and 

$15,000 can be extended up to 120 
months); 

• Fixed interest rates for the life of the 

loan; 

• Prepayment allowed at any time with no 

penalty. 

The following contractors are authorized 

to offer the loan program: 

• Atteberry and Marshall Heating and Air 

Conditioning 

• Design Air Heating and Air Conditioning 

• L D Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 

• Lane Systems, Inc. 

• Mattoon Heating and Air Conditioning 

• Walker Siding Company 

In addition to the EC Home Improve¬ 

ment”' Program, an EC Commercial™ pro¬ 

gram is available for businesses. 

If you are interested in receiving more 

information on either the EC Home Im¬ 

provement™ or EC Commercial™ program, 

contact the Member Services Department at 

Coles-Moultrie Electric. We look forward to 

answering your questions. 
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It won’t be long before the Winter of 
1999/2000 will be just a memory and Spring 

will be upon us. Warm breezes, rain, thun¬ 

derstorms, and lightning will soon replace 

the cold winds, snow, and freezing rain. 

With lightning comes the increased possibil¬ 
ity of power surges in your home or busi¬ 

ness. Increase your level of surge protection 

by participating in Coles-Moultrie’s “Power 

Protector” surge protection program. For a 

fee of $20, we will perform a complete 
grounding inspection to determine the 

quality of your grounding system. Modifica¬ 

tions may be required to qualify for partici¬ 

pation in the program. Once the grounding 

system is in compliance with National Elec¬ 

tric Code recommendations, Coles-Moultrie 

^ will install a whole house surge protector at 

■ or near the main service entrance to the 

home or business for a fee of $30. A 

. monthly lease fee of $5 per month for a pe- 

■ riod of sixty months will ensure that coop¬ 

erative personnel will be available to handle 
. any problems that occur with the surge pro- 

■ tection equipment during that period. 

■ While no surge protector can guarantee 100 

percent protection, you can greatly increase 

. the level of protection with the “Power Pro- 

■ tector”. Plug-in surge protectors are also 

available for sale at the office. If you are in- 

. terested in any of our products or have any 

■ questions, please contact the Marketing & 

Member Services Dept, at 235-0341. 
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Advenisements for free personal comput¬ 

ers are appearing everywhere from newspa¬ 

pers and magazines to the Internet. Often, 

these offers can be very tempting and many 

consumers are rushing to sign-up. However, 

though some ads may be legitimate, others 

can be misleading and many consumers are 

discovering that, time and again, free PC 

offers are not so free. 

So, to help you decide which offer is 

genuine and best for you, the Better Busi¬ 

ness Bureau has suggested some tips when 

shopping for a “free PC”. 

• Find out what the offer includes. Don’t 

assume that the term “PC” includes periph¬ 

erals such as a monitor, keyboard, or even a 

case. The term “PC” may only mean the 

hard drive. Other equipment could cost ex¬ 

tra. 

• What are the requirements to panici- 

pate in the offer? Some offers require you to 

supply enormous amounts of personal in¬ 

formation about you and your family. Ask 

the company about the use of your personal 

data and how it will be protected. 

• If you are required to sign up with a 

particular Internet Service Provider, find out 

how many years of service you must pur¬ 

chase. Know what the total cost is and all 

the restrictions or requirements. Also, 

A prices for Internet service tend to 

fluctuate. If you sign up today for a 

set monthly rate, will you still be 

getting a fair rate one year from 

now? 

• What if you want to change 

your Internet Service while your 

agreement is in effect? Will you 

have to keep paying for the 

service even if you’re not 

using it? Will you have to 

return the PC? If you 

paid up front, will you 

get a refund? 

• Is the PC new or refur¬ 

bished? A new computer might have 

some of the latest technology, but 

don’t assume that it does. On the 

other hand, a refurbished unit 

might have all the features that fit 

your needs just fine. 

• Inquire about service and support. Is 

there a toll-free number for tech support? 

Are you limited on how much support 

you’ll get? Is there a warranty on the PC? 

What are the terms and conditions? Can you 

call for local service or do you have to send 

it back to the manufacturer or seller for re¬ 

pairs or maintenance? 

Source: Better Business Bureau 
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Generator at Mark 
O’Dell’s and Tomey 
Long’s. 

at^TjeMdet^ceds 
Mark O’Dell and Tomey Long of rural 

Mattoon recendy installed a standby gen¬ 

erator to serve as a backup source of power 

for their residences. The structure of the 

electrical service provided to them by 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative allowed 

the configuration of one generator supply¬ 

ing two separate residences. The trans¬ 

former pole is located at a point between 

the two houses. The generator was located 

approximately 40 feet from this pole. Ser¬ 

vice entrance conductors were routed 

down the pole and over to a stand built 

near the generator. This stand supports a 

400-amp meter base, 400-amp disconnect, 

automatic transfer switch, and distribution 

panel for each of the two service entrances. 

The generator has conductors (wires) con¬ 

nected to the automatic transfer switch on 

each service. 

The standby unit is a Caterpillar Olym¬ 

pian generator set. It has an output of 75 

kW or approximately 310 amps at 240 volts. 

The diesel-powered unit has a base 

mounted fuel tank that allows 24 hours of 

run time under full load. Altorfer, Inc. from 

Peoria supplied the unit with Commercial 

Electric of Mattoon completing the installa¬ 

tion. 

The system is set to monitor 

utility voltage through each of the 

transfer switches. In the event 

that a power outage was to occur, 

the generator will automatically 

start. Both transfer switches will 

automatically disconnect from the 

utility source and be linked to 

generator power. When the 

switches sense that voltage is 

once again present on the utility side, they 

will automatically switch back to normal 

and the generator will shut down. If only 

one service loses power from the utility, 

then the transfer switch for that service will 

start the generator and transfer while the 

other service continues to operate on utility 

power. The switches also will allow manual 

transfer for voluntary shutdowns from the 

utility or for testing purposes. 

Over the years, Coles-Moultrie has in¬ 

vested a considerable amount in power line 

maintenance and upgrades. We feel that our 

system is very reliable when it comes to de¬ 

livery of power to our members, however, 

we have no control over the elements, acci¬ 

dents, and the ability of our power supplier 

to provide uninterrupted power to our sub¬ 

stations. For this reason, an investment in a 

generator could be a wise choice. Coles- 

Moultrie Electric Cooperative would like to 

help with any questions you may have. We 

can direct you to a qualified contractor for 

installation and can assist with obtaining 

financing for such a project. Also, for more 

information or to view the installation, call 

the Marketing & Member Services Depart¬ 

ment at 235-0341. 

Generator, distribution panel, auto¬ 
matic transfer switch, 400 amp dis¬ 
connect and 400-amp meter 
enclosure. 
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Did you know that about twelve percent of 

our consumers waste money when they pay 
their electric bills? That’s about 1,000 mem¬ 

bers! All of these folks could save money and 

trouble if they would take one simple step: pay 

their electric bills on time. 

Our due date is the 6th of each month. After 

the 6th, a late payment penalty is added to the 

amount due. For example, an electric bill for 

1,000 kWh is $124.20. The late payment pen¬ 

alty on this amount is $12.10. The penalties 

really add up over several months! 

There are people who waste even more 

money. These folks fail to pay their bills prior 

to the disconnection dates listed on the delin¬ 

quent notices we mail out around the 16th of 

each month. When we do not receive payment 

by the 22nd, we send a serviceman to collect 

the bill or disconnect the service. There is a 

$50 service charge each time we send a service¬ 

man on a “collect or disconnect” trip. 

Unfortunately, there are even a few folks 

who are disconnected for non-payment. They 

must pay a reconnect fee in addition to late 

payment penalties and trip charges in order to 

have service restored. Reconnect fees range 

from $50 during regular business hours to $75 

for a reconnection after 4:30 p.m. This is the 

biggest waste of all! 

Also, if your electric service is disconnected 

A for non-payment twice, 

you may be required 

to pay an additional 

security deposit 

prior to the ser¬ 

vice being recon¬ 

nected. 

We realize 

that circum¬ 

stances can 

arise to cause 
bill-paying 

problems for 

members who 

normally pay 

on time. If you 

unexpectedly find 

that you have a prob¬ 

lem paying your bill, please call 

our billing department as soon as pos¬ 

sible. We ll try to work something out. (A 

previous good payment record will 

help.) Don't wait until the serviceman is 

on his way to “collect or disconnect” be¬ 

fore you call. You could still be faced 

with a $50 trip charge. 

If we could get all of our members to 

pay on time, we could save everyone 

some money! It pays to pay on time! 

For Sale 

Baseball card collection, thousands from mid 60s including Mantle, Clemente, 

Rose, also many from mid 80s to early 90s including several complete sets, $1,350. 

Call 752-6257. 

Name 

Service number 

Phone number 

Sheck one) 
For Sale QWant to Trade DWant to Buy □Give Away 
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Coles-Moultrie Electric 

Cooperative 

A Touchstone Energy ' Partner 

EO. Box 709 (104 Dewitt Ave., East) 

Mattoon, Illinois 61938 

Phone: (217)235-0341 or 

Toll-Free (888)-66l-CMEC (2632) 

Office hours: 

Monday-Friday 7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m. 

Board of Directors 
Chairman 

Joe Bicknell Lovington 

Vice Chairman 

Mark Degler Mattoon 

Secretary 

Dean Robison Windsor 

Treasurer 

Steven Cox Oakland 

Director 

David Collins Charleston 

Willie Johnson Findlay 

Joseph Grant Charleston 

Interim Pres./CEO 

M.L. Christman 

To report an outage 

First check your fuses or 

circuit breakers and see if your neigh¬ 

bors have power. 

If the problem appears to be with 

the cooperative's lines, call the office, 

give the name the service is listed 

under, and report any hazardous con¬ 

ditions. 

Collect calls will be accepted only 

when caller reports an outage. 

Both our office number, 

235-0341, and our tollfree number, 

(888) 661-CMEC, are manned 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year for your 

convenience. 
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Frozen water pipes can cause severe damage to your home’s ceilings, 

walls and floors, but did you realize that they could also increase your elec¬ 

tric bill? 

A broken pipe can cause a water pump to run almost continuously. A 

leak in a hot water line makes a water heater work overtime. Space heaters 

hooked up in places to prevent pipes from freezing are sometimes forgot¬ 
ten and continue running long after they are needed. 

All these add up to a higher electric bill. 

But there are some things you can do to help prevent pipes from freez¬ 

ing or to ease the situation if they do. 

First, recognize that under the right conditions, any pipe can freeze. 

Then insulate areas where drafts can hit exposed water pipes. Insulating 

the pipes themselves does minimize the possibility of freezing, but doesn’t 

stop it completely. And if insulation gets wet, it loses its effectiveness. 

Probably the best method of keeping exposed pipes from freezing is to 

wrap them in an electric heating cable. When plugged in, the cable heats 

up, and some cables are even thermostatically controlled. 

If, after all your efforts, you still have frozen pipes or drain lines, here 

are suggestions for thawing them. 

First, open all the faucets on the line to prevent a build-up of air and 

steam pressure caused by the heat you’ll be applying. Open faucets also 

signal successful thawing when water starts trickling from them. Make sure 

the cut-off valves are open, too. 

Probably one of the safest ways to thaw pipes is with hot air, either from 

a space heater or hair dryer but they take longer than other methods. 

A few things to remember: 

DON’T use a blowtorch. Steam pressure can build up in the pipes and 

cause an explosion. 

If there is nothing combustible in the area, use a candle — but keep the 

flame moving so no section of the pipe becomes too hot to touch. 

DON’T use a lamp with a flame. If you use an electric light backed with 

a metal reflector, don’t let it touch the pipe. To avoid electric shock, keep 

the light three or four inches from the pipe. And don’t stand in water or on 

a damp surface when you use any electric appliance on pipes. 

DON’T use a battery charger, welding machine or other resistance-type 

equipment unless you’re an expe¬ 

rienced plumber. 

If you have frozen pipes within 

walls, use a heat lamp or tanning 

lamp to thaw them. The radiant 

heat from the lamp will eventu¬ 

ally penetrate the wall and heat 

the area around the pipe. Be 

careful not to scorch the paint or 

paper on the wall. 

Many frozen pipes will burst, 

so be ready to call your plumber 

to handle the tougher jobs. 

16h ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 2000 



t*> ta/ie. 

/ 

With spring and summer come the 
threat of thunderstorms. Storms are 
dangerous in and of themselves, but 
they also can cause damage to power 
lines and facilities that pose hazards you 
need to be aware of. 

To lessen the risk that storms will 
damage overhead lines into your home, 
have any trees that grow near 
those lines trimmed. Depend¬ 
ing on several factors, your 
cooperative may be able 
to do this job for you. 
If not, hire a profes¬ 
sional; this is a dan¬ 
gerous job for 
anyone who’s un¬ 
trained! 

Stay informed 
about the weather 
in your area. If 
you’re warned about 
approaching violent 
storms that could cause 
power outages, turn the tem¬ 
perature in your refrigerator and 
freezer to the lowest setting, to provide 
maximum chilling before the power 
goes out. Make sure you have flash¬ 
lights, fresh batteries, and a battery-op¬ 
erated radio handy, and fill containers 
and your bathtub with water. 

If you or a family member requires 
life-support equipment such as a respi¬ 
rator, make sure your utility knows 
about these needs, and have a backup 
source of power ready if the power 
does go out. Keep your backup genera- 

^ tor in good condition and test it peri- 
■ odically. 

If your power goes out, disconnect 
. appliances and turn off lights. When 
■ power is restored, having all these ap- 
■ pliances come on simultaneously could 

cause a power sag that could damage 
your equipment. 

Report your outage right away 
to your cooperative. Don’t 

assume someone else will 
do it. Assume that any 

downed power line is 
“live”. Do not go 
near it or attempt 
to remove any¬ 
thing in contact 
with it. Report the 
problem immedi¬ 
ately to your coop¬ 

erative and to the 
local fire or police 

authorities. If you 
can, stay nearby to warn 

others away from the 
downed line. If you’re inside a car in 
contact with a downed line, stay inside! 
You can safely use a cellular phone, if 
you have one, to call for help. Never 
drive across a downed power line. 

If someone is shocked by contact 
with a downed line, don’t touch the 
person! Use a dry plastic or wooden ob¬ 
ject, such as a broom handle, to try to 
separate the victim from the power 
source. Call 911 for help immediately. 

Sources: Boston Edison, NPPD and Duck River 
EMC websites 
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December 21, 1999 meeting 

A regular meeting of the Board of 

Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative was held at the offices of 
the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt Avenue, 
East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7 p.m. on 
Dec. 21,1999. The meeting was called 
to order by Joe Bicknell, Chairman. 
After calling the roll, the secretary 

reported the following directors were 

present: Joe Bicknell, Dean Robison, 
David Collins, Mark Degler, Willie 

Johnson, Joe Grant, and Steve Cox. 
Also present were Chris Christman, 
Interim President/CEO; Sheila Doty, 
Controller; Darla Rankins, Benefits 

Administrator; Steven Underwood, 
Director of Engineering; Jerry 

Edwards of Shick & Tapella; and 
members David Smith and David 
Finley. 

Sheila Doty gave the Financial Re¬ 
port. 

Director Robison gave a report on 
the Dec. 16th AIEC meeting. 

Director Degler gave a report on 
the Dec. 14th Alert Security meeting as 
well as the Dec. 15 th Soy land Power 

meeting. 
Director Collins referenced his 

summary report in the Board packet 
about the Holland Energy reception 
that he and Interim President/CEO 

Christman attended. 
Interim President/CEO Christman 

reported that Steve Cox, Joe Grant, 
Dean Robison and David Finley have 

submitted petitions for nominations 
and the signatures have been certified. 
Each has the required 50 signatures. 

An Annual Meeting update and a 

time line was outlined. A Y2K report 
was given. 

Director of Engineering 

Underwood presented recommended 

changes to the Member Services 

Policy #8. A motion was approved to 

accept the recommended changes. 

Underwood reviewed the proposed 
load management changes recom¬ 

mended by staff. A motion was ap¬ 
proved to accept the changes as 

recommended subject to review after 
the Cost of Service Study results were 
back. 

Controller Doty presented the 2000 
Operating Budget. The Budget was ap¬ 
proved subject to further review after 
the Cost of Service Study results come 
back. 

A motion was passed to approve a 

$500 scholarship for the Lake Land 

College Foundation. 
Approval was given to participate in 

the National Food & Energy Council 
by membership. 

Jerry Edwards presented proposed 
bylaw revisions. A decision was made 
to defer the bylaw revisions until the 

January meeting. 

There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned. 

January 27, 2000 meeting 

A regular meeting of the Board of 

Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative was held at the offices of 
the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt Avenue, 
East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7 p.m. on 
Jan. 27, 2000. The meeting was called 

to order by Joe Bicknell, Chairman. 
After calling the roll, the secretary re¬ 
ported the following directors were 

present: Joe Bicknell, Dean Robison, 
David Collins, Mark Degler, Willie 

Johnson, Joe Grant, and Steve Cox. 
Also present were Chris Christman, 
Interim President/CEO; Sheila Doty, 
Controller; Darla Rankins, Benefits 
Administrator; Steven Underwood, 
Director of Engineering; Jerry 
Edwards of Shick & Tapella; and Carl 
Dufner and Lori Bosch from the Asso¬ 

ciation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

Engineering Department. 

Sheila Doty gave the Financial Re¬ 

port. 

Jerry Edwards presented the pro¬ 

posed bylaw revisions and detailed 

changes from the last board meeting. 

Interim President/CEO Christman 

gave the President’s report. 

David Smith entered the meeting 
and addressed the board with a mem- 

'VMytAJPS*. oj oorvwecCv&yyA' 
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ber presentation. 
Director of Engineering 

Underwood presented the suggested 
changes to Rate A-15. The changes 
were approved. 

Changes were approved to Em¬ 
ployee Policy #1 and Employee 
Policy #2. 

Interim President/CEO 
Christman was given authorization 
to be the signatory for the Coopera¬ 
tive Balloon Association. 

A motion was approved to table 
the appointment of an alternate di¬ 
rector for Soyland Power until after 
the Soyland meeting. 

Director Bicknell was appointed 
as the NRTC voting delegate. Direc¬ 
tor Cox was named as the alternate. 

The notice of the March 25, 2000 
Annual Meeting was adopted. 

A motion was approved to present 

I 

Article V of the bylaws to the member¬ 
ship as an amendment to the bylaws by 
mail along with the director election 
ballots. 

A motion was approved to present 
Article XVI with an amendment to sec¬ 
tion D, changing the 3% to 6% of the 
active voting membership, and present 
it to the membership as an amendment 
to the bylaws and mail it with the di¬ 
rector election ballots. 

A two year pledge of $12,000 ($6,000 
per year) to the “Women and Children 
First” initiatives of Sarah Bush Lin¬ 
coln Health Systems was approved. 

A motion was approved to seek a de¬ 
claratory judgement regarding the eli¬ 
gibility of David Finley as a candidate 
for the Board of Directors in District 
#3. 

There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

clorX’tTrv&M' -witti -rv&£ekd'( 

Unfortunately, however, everyone is 
not honest. Meter tampering is illegal. 
And, it can be quite dangerous be¬ 
cause of the risk of exposure to high 
voltage. 

When a person “steals” electricity, 
the thief is stealing from fellow utility 
consumers, neighbors, and other cus¬ 
tomers who ultimately pay for the “sto¬ 
len” electricity. 

Seals on meters serve the same 
purpose as locks on doors — they 
prevent unauthorized entry. Even 
though meter seals and connections 
are checked periodically, you can 
help Coles-Moultrie Electric by 
spreading the word that breaking a 
meter seal is illegal and dangerous. 

n 
The cooperative office will 

be closed on Friday, 
April 21st in observance 

of Good Friday. 
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This time of year people are often 
busy outdoors, planting shrubs, put¬ 

ting in patios, building swing sets 
or installing fences. With all 

there is to do, you might not 
think twice before you push 

that shovel into the 
ground. But you should! 

In many areas, homes 
are served by under¬ 

ground electric 

ijjpvi' oti^( 
lines. If you cut into a line, not only 
will you probably interrupt the elec¬ 
tric service to your home, but you 
could also receive a serious shock! 

One call can tell you all you need 
to know before you start your 
project. Contact J.U.L.I.E. (Joint Util¬ 
ity Locating Information for Excava¬ 
tors) at 1-800-892-0123 for 
information to help you dig safely 
this spring. 

Ads should be typed or printed neatly, and will be placed on a “first 
come, first served” basis-Remaining ads will appear in the next 
newsletter, along with ads received after the 6th of the month. They 
should be 20 words or less-Use abbreviations-We reserve the right to 
edit in order to fit more ads in each month. 

For Sale 

Lazy Boy rocker/recliner, large size, ex¬ 
cellent condition, $120; Old-fashioned 
steel porch glider; $40. Call 348-8288. 

Sears Coldspot upright freezer, 17 cu ft, 
excellent condition, $100. Call 234- 
8772. 

1984 Honda Interceptor motorcycle, 
500 cc, only 8,900 miles, excellent con¬ 
dition, $1,300; O’Brien slalom water 
ski, like new, used 3 times, $70. Call 
856-2335. 

Five-piece student desk, corner unit 
with computer shelf, white and red, 
$40; three-piece girl’s bedroom set, 
dresser with bookcase, night stand, 
and four-drawer dresser, off-white with 
small floral design, $40. Call 348-5570. 

Road grader, works, $5,000; mobile 
home, 2 bedroom, bath, includes stove 
and refrigerator, carpeted, lakefront lot 
on Lake Mattoon, $12,000. Call 235- 
9517 or 465-5464. 

Wanted to buy Give Away 
Steering box, etc, for a 1981 Dodge, 6 
cylinder, 3 speed, 1/2 ton pick-up. Call 
235-6576. 

Claw-foot bathtub. Call 967-5622. 

Name 

Service number 

Phone number 

(check one) 

□ For Sale □ Want to Trade □ Want to Buy □ Give Away 
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There is a bright side to every 
black cloud. The sun will come up 
and I, as well as you, will accept the 
challenge of change. Man has proven 
to be capable of adjusting to these 
changes either through our ability to 
adjust or just plain dumb luck. 
Dumb luck is not an acceptable way 
to go forward because our chances 
are 50-50 at best. We must use the 
information put before us with an air 
of adventure as well as challenge. 
Nothing ventured means nothing 
gained. Why be totally afraid of the 
unknown when there are very few 
uncharted waters that do not have a 
history to be found with a little re¬ 
search. Sometimes venture capital 
(dollars) must be spent to explore 
the unknown. Certainly we lose 
sometimes, but the gain can far out¬ 
weigh the loss and definitely im¬ 
prove our lives. 

Occasionally we get so much infor¬ 
mation we are almost overwhelmed. 
How do we handle such situations? 
Select that which is interesting, try to 
digest everything, jump in a hole and 
hide or just throw up our hands and 
forget everything? Deregulation — 
reregulation — will it benefit the 
membership — will it harm rates — 
will everyone benefit equally — who 
will implement the changes — how 
long will it take — what will it cost 
— when, if ever will there be a re¬ 
turn on investment and on and on. 

Your directors receive many 
sources of information every month 
that are designed to keep us up to 
date on what’s happening and what 
is new. We have the responsibility of 
attempting to digest this information 

and using those 
ideas that will ben¬ 
efit all of us as 
members. Our staff 
plays a very impor¬ 
tant role in the dis¬ 
semination of 
information be¬ 
cause they are the 
professionals that 
make STUFF work. 

One source of 
information we as 
electric cooperative 
members have that 
will probably sur¬ 
prise everyone in 
its readership and use is the Illinois 
Country Living magazine. It is part of 
a national cooperative publication 
that challenges the “biggies”. These 
statistics come from a survey done by 
NCM Simmons. The circulation of 
the Electric Cooperatives magazine 
totals 7.6 million and is topped by 
only four other national publications 
— Modern Maturity 20.5, Reader’s 
Digest 13 8, National Geographic 
8.6, and Better Homes and Garden at 
7.6. The next closest is Family Circle 
with a 5 million circulation. The sur¬ 
vey found that Co-op magazine had a 
78.5 percent complete readership 
while Southern Living was its closest 
rival at 45.5 percent. Of the above 
listed magazines, the closest rival was 
Better Homes and Garden at 42.7 

Joe Bicknell 

percent. 
Sometimes “Life’s like that” — In 

my experience, if you have to keep 
the lavatory door shut by extending 
your left leg, it’s modern architecture 
(by Nancy Banks-Smith). 

CMj.U.L.l.E. (leJjOW isjsn* ctiff 
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When you sign up 
for Coles-Moultrie 

Electric’s “Willie Wire-It” 
program, you not only 
save time, you eliminate 

the cost of a first class stamp, 
also assured that your elec¬ 

tric bill will be paid on time and not 
get lost in the mail. When away on 
vacation or for an extended time, you 
won’t have to make arrangements to 
get the bill paid. 

The “Willie Wire-It” program is an 
automatic bank draft. The bank draft is 
handled through electronic transfer 
from your banking or savings account 

to the cooperative each month. With 
your “okay”, your bank will deduct the 
amount of your electric bill each month 
from your checking or savings account. 

There is no charge for this service. 
You will continue to receive an item¬ 

ized bill each month. On the 6th of the 
month, the amount of the bill will be 

deducted from your account. 
To take advantage of this time saving 

service, complete the authorization form 
below and return it, along with a deposit 

slip, to the Cooperative office. 
If you have questions on the “Willie 

Wire-It” program, contact our billing de¬ 
partment. 

Authorization agreement for automatic deposits/debits 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 37-0223453 

I (we) hereby authorize Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative, hereinafter called 
COMPANY to initiate credit entries and to initiate, if necessary, debit entries and 
adjustments for any credit entries in error to my (our) 

Checking Savings Account (circle one) 

indicated below and the depository named below, hereinafter called DEPOSITORY, to 
credit and/or debit the same to such account. 

Coles-Moultrie 
Electric 

Cooperative 

104 Dewitt 
Avenue East 
PO. Box 709 

Mattoon, Illinois 
61938-0709 

Depository Name  Branch   

City   State   

Transit/ABA #  Account#  

This authority is to remain in full force and effect until COMPANY has received 
written notification from me (or either of us) of its termination in such time and in 
such manner as to afford COMPANY and DEPOSITORY a reasonable opportunity to 
act on it. 

Name(s)    Phone#   

Date  Signed  

(217) 233-0341 or 
(888) 661-2632 

Office hours: 
7:30 a.m. — 

4:30 p.m. 

CMEC Account# 

Mailing Address 

Please attach a deposit slip before you return this form. 
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They dot our countryside in a most ob¬ 
vious way, each framed by a network of 
power lines and enclosed by a chain link 
fence. When cooperative members turn 
on the lights or television, it’s because 
hundreds of substations are working to 
ensure them reliable power. And since 
they are part of your electric cooperative, 
you might say you own one - or 
at least part of one. 

A breakers, lightning arresters, and re¬ 
laying and metering facilities. A trans¬ 
former performs the main substation 
function of changing transmission 

■ voltage to distribution voltage. One of 
the busiest pieces of equipment in the 

. substation is the voltage regulator, 
which maintains a constant outgoing 

■ voltage. Reclosers are used to 
sectionalize the system when faults 
occur. 

What is a substation’s function? 

Substations are needed for system sup¬ 
port. They are the points of delivery in a 
transmission system. They meter distribu¬ 
tion equipment and power lines, step 
down voltage for distribution to homes, 
and make sure that voltage is maintained 
at a constant level. 

Why can’t power be transmitted at the same 
voltage it’s generated? 

For long-distance transmission, the 
voltage of electric power must be much 
higher than a power plant can generate. 
Power leaves the plant at about 22,000 
volts, then is increased to as much as 
765,000 volts. The higher the voltage, the 
lower the line loss and voltage drop — 
thus, the greater the system’s efficiency. As 
the power gets closer to its destination, 
voltage is gradually decreased to a rating 
safe for consumers. 

What’s the difference between a 
transmission and a distribution substation? 

Transmission substations give the 
power its first step-down, and distribution 
substations step it down even further so 
that it may be sent on to the consumer. 

The lines leaving a distribution substa¬ 
tion are owned and maintained by the dis¬ 
tribution cooperative. These lines carry 
the power to homes, businesses, schools, 
and industries. 

What kind of equipment is found in a 
substation? 

Substations are mazes of step-down 
transformers, switches, insulators, circuit 

What is a switching station? 

Switching stations are not substa¬ 
tions — they don’t contain power 
transformers. Switching stations (or 
breaker stations) exist for the protec¬ 
tion and reliability of the system. They 
allow any faults in the system to be 
sectionalized so that outages will be 
limited to fewer consumers. 

How do cooperatives know when a new 
substation is needed? 

Substations are built to eliminate 
overload, improve voltage, reduce 
line loss and generally improve qual¬ 
ity of service in a particular area. 

When an area experiences substan¬ 
tial growth, the load on the existing 
lines becomes so great that the lines 
can no longer serve the area without 
help. A substation is then built to in¬ 
crease the system’s capacity in that 
area. 

What is the purpose of a transformer? 

The thing that looks like a garbage 
can near the top of a pole is, in fact, a 
steel tank containing thousands of 
feet of wire coiled around a special 
laminated steel core, and filled with 
an insulating oil. Transformers in¬ 
crease voltage for efficient long-dis¬ 
tance transmission and then lower 
voltage for use by consumers. 

When electricity is generated at a 
power plant, its voltage is fairly low. 
To be sent over transmission lines for 
long distance, the voltage must be 
given a boost. Transformers at gener- 

(Continued on page I6h) 
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Published by 
Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative 

A Touchstone Energy® Parmer 

PO. Box 709 (104 Dewitt Ave., East) 
Mattoon, Illinois 61938 
Phone: (217)235-0341 or 
Toll-Free (888)-66l-CMEC (2632) 
Office hours: 
Monday-Friday 7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m. 

Board of Directors 
Chairman 
Joe Bicknell  . Lovington 
Vice Chairman 
Mark Degler  
Secretary 
Dean Robison  
Treasurer 
Steven Cox  
Director 
David Collins  Charleston 
Willie Johnson   Findlay 
Joseph Grant  Charleston 

Interim Pres./CEO 
M.L. Christman 

To report an outage 

First check your fuses or 
circuit breakers and see if your neigh¬ 
bors have power. 

If the problem appears to be with 
the cooperative's lines, call the office, 
give the name the service is listed 
under, and report any hazardous con¬ 
ditions. 

Collect calls will be accepted only 
when caller reports an outage. 

Both our office number, 
235-0341, and our tollfree number, 
(888) 661-CMEC, are manned 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year for your 
convenience. 

(Continued from page I6g) 
ating stations may increase it to 
as much as 765,000 volts. 

When electricity reaches the 
area where it is to be used, the 
voltage is reduced through sub¬ 
station transformers. Electricity 
travels at 7,200 volts through 
the rural electric cooperative’s 
distribution lines to your farm, 
home, or business. There, elec¬ 
tricity encounters another 
transformer, where the voltage 
is reduced to your require¬ 
ments - 240/120 volts for most 
services. 

A Transformers vary in size 
■ and style. It is not unusual to 
' find one rated 1,000 kilovolt 
. amperes (kVA) or more serving 
■ a big power user, while a typi- 
' cal new home is usually rated 

10 to 15 kVA (roughly 10 or 15 
. horsepower). The pole- 
■ mounted “garbage can” style is 
' the most recognizable, but 
. pad-mounted transformers can 
. be found at ground level on 
• sites where electricity is pro¬ 

vided through underground 
. lines. They look like big green 
■ boxes. 

General Motors announced 
that it has successfully operated 
fuel cells at temperatures as 
low as minus four degrees 
Fahrenheit in an experiment to 
use fuel cells as alternative 
power producers for automo¬ 
biles. 

The Proton Exchange Mem¬ 
brane appears to be the appro¬ 
priate technology for using fuel 
cells for automobiles. Fuel cells 
use hydrogen and oxygen, ob¬ 
tained from air, to produce 
electric power. A by-product of 
the process is water, which in 
automobiles would freeze in 
cold weather, causing possible 
damage to the fuel cell. 

GM placed a fuel cell in an 
environmental chamber at low 
temperatures and was able to 
successfully operate the unit 
without damage to the fuel cell. 
Future testing could establish 
that the fuel cell can operate 
successfully at much lower and 
higher temperatures than previ¬ 
ously used in testing. 

The need for such demon¬ 
strations is important for the 
fuel cell to be adapted to auto¬ 
mobiles. Once this is done, a 
safe and reliable on-board hy¬ 
drogen storage system has to 
be developed. 

The importance to the elec¬ 
tric industry of the develop- 

ment of the automobile fuel 
■ cell lies in the potential mass 

production of these fuel cells. 
. If automobiles convert to the 
. PEM fuel cell or offer them in 
■ large quantities, the cost of 

mass production should 
. greatly lower the price. 

Currently, several manufac- 
■ turers offer these fuel cells for 
’ home and commercial use. 
. Fuel cells are very efficient, 
■ quiet and reliable, but their 

production price is still high. 
| With mass production, the ini- 
. tial cost of this particular fuel 
■ cell should drop, making them 

excellent for use in distributed 
. generation. 

Energy Co-Opportunity 
■ (ECO), Herndon, VA., an affili- 
‘ ate of the National Rural Utili- 
. ties Cooperative Finance 
■ Corporation, signed an agree¬ 

ment with H Power Corpora- 
| tion in Belleville, N.J., to allow 
. the two firms to work together 
■ in offering fuel cells to electric 

cooperatives and their mem- 
' bers. 

ECO is the national energy 
■ cooperative formed to provide 

business entry assistance to 
. electric cooperatives seeking to 
■ diversify into additional energy 
• service lines. 

* Source: John Holt, Electric Co-op Today 

wA 
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Dickson Dunsworth, chairman of the AIEC training and safety committee; Kelly 
Huser, Coles-Moultrie regulatory compliance officer, and Jim Nevel, manager 
of regulatory compliance. 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 
received a safety honor during the Safety/ 
Supervisory Technical Conference held at 
Northfield Plaza in Springfield on March 
1st. Coles-Moultrie received the award for 
“best lost time accident record,” according 

A to Jim Nevel, manager of regulatory com- 
' pliance with the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives. The conference is 
■ sponsored each year by the Association of 
’ Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

The old saying — that a clear, sunny ^ 
day after two rainy ones must be a 
Monday — is not far off the mark. 
Meteorologists from Arizona State 
University have found that Saturdays tend 
to be the rainiest days of the week, with 
Sundays above average, while Mondays 
are the least rainy. 

They believe air pollution is respon¬ 

sible for the deviations from the averages. 
Weekday traffic and factory operations 
send particles into the air that, over a five- 
day period, build up, and induce rain by 
Saturday. By Monday, the skies have had a 
chance to clear after two days of reduced 
pollution, making for a lesser likelihood 
of rain. 

Your Touchstone Energy* farmer 
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There is a new kid on the block. At least 
a new partnership, with Soyland Power 

Cooperative forming an alliance with Al¬ 

legheny Electric Cooperative. Will this alli¬ 

ance affect our service? A fair question 

must be, will it lower our rates? Eliminat¬ 

ing duplication of staff will help lower the 

operating costs of both units. Soyland is 

planning to sell the Decatur office build¬ 

ing with key personnel moving to the new 

headquarters in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

The current staffing at the Soyland genera¬ 

tion facilities will remain in place. 

Allegheny's peak load is during the winter 

and Soyland’s is during the summer. To 

answer the original question — not imme¬ 

diately, but it is a move to increase effi¬ 

ciency and should help as we go forward. 

Deregulation of electric power is going 

to force us to consider where we go for¬ 

ward as a distribution cooperative. Where 

there is a need for added efficiencies, we 

must have the will to find the way to 

achieve those efficiencies. We have at our 

disposal today the means to share and 

work together at long distances and still 

achieve our goals without the loss of mem¬ 

ber service. People are still the key Larger 

units are able to offer more specialized 

services and products in part because the 

costs are spread over a larger base. Justifi¬ 

cation must come from a specialized staff 

with greater knowledge of the area they 

serve, improved services, cost savings, and 
lower rates. The bottom line is — will we 

the members receive value for our dollars? 

I think you might consider “Food for 

thought”: 

Define our role 
• Anatomy.. .various parts joining them¬ 

selves together to create a functioning 

whole unit. 

• Service...meeting and/or exceeding 

customer expectations. 

• Professionalism...the advanced level 

at which isolated individuals are able to 

perform specific activities. 

Seven characteristics of 
customer focused 
professionals 
1. They redefine activities within their 

jobs. 'Always look for the moments of 

truth”. 

2. They acknowledge the customer im¬ 

mediately. “Consider the Wal-Mart experi¬ 

ence”. 

3. They give the customer their undi¬ 
vided attention. 

4. They listen honestly 

5. They think and use common sense. 
6. They bend the rules, sometimes. 

7. They make the last seconds count. 

Two truths impacting change 
1. Most change occurs as a result of 

force, not choice. 

2. When change occurs, there will al¬ 

ways be new problems and new opportu¬ 

nities created. 

The high cost of poor service 
1. For every customer who bothers to 

complain, 26 others remain silent. 

2. Individuals remember bad experi¬ 

ences for 29 years, and actively talk about 

them for 15 years. 

3. The average “wronged customer” 
will tell 8-16 people about it; over 10 per¬ 

cent will tell more than 20 people. 

4. 63 percent of dissatisfied customers 

will switch service providers without say¬ 

ing why. 

5. 91 percent of unhappy customers 
will never willingly do business with you 

again. 

6. It costs about 5 times as much to 

attract a new customer as it does to keep 
an established one. (It may be closer to 10 

times.) 

Tom Watson, founder of IBM, said “We 

must be willing to change everything but 
our core values”. In plain terms, “ya gotta 

wanta!” 

Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative 

104 Dewitt Avenue East 

RO. Box 709 

Mattoon, Illinois 61938-0709 

(217) 235-0341 or (888) 661-2632 

Office hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
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“Load Management” is a term, which is 

popping up more and more frequently 
throughout the electric utility industry. 
The chances are good that most of the 
members of Coles-Moultrie Electric Coop¬ 
erative already know what load manage¬ 
ment is. 

Load Management is an attempt by 

electric utilities to reduce the cost of sup¬ 
plying electric service to their consumers 
by reducing the use of electricity during 
peak usage periods. The rate at which 

consumers use electricity varies drastically 
during the year and even during the typi¬ 

cal day. 
The peak usage period starts June 1st 

and continues through September 15th. 
The control periods usually occur on 
the hottest days (not every day) be¬ 
tween the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 
10:00 p.m. It is for the periods of peak 
use that electric utilities must build their 
electric systems. The rural power lines, 
substations, transmission lines, and gener¬ 
ating stations must be built large enough 

to supply the power at this peak rate of 
use. 

Load Management involves attempts by 
electric utilities to reduce the electric load 
during these periods of peak use. Some 

utilities are requesting that their consum¬ 
ers make a conscious effort to reduce their 

use of certain appliances during the peak 
■ load periods. Other utilities have asked 

consumers to volunteer to have radio- 
. controlled devices installed on their water 

heaters, central air conditioners and add- 
’ on heat pumps. These switches allow the 

electric utility to reduce the load on their 
. system for short periods of time. 

The installation of radio-controlled 
devices is the method of peak reduction 
that Coles-Moultrie has chosen to use. For 

. allowing Coles-Moultrie to control your 

■ electric water heater, you receive free 
maintenance (or replacement, if neces- 

. sary) on your water heater. Water heaters 
■ are controlled for the entire control pe- 
‘ riod. For allowing your central air condi¬ 

tioner to be controlled, you receive a 
. lower rate of S^/kWh for your cooling or 

■ for an add-on heat pump, you receive the 
lower rate of 4.0<t:/kWh. Central air condi¬ 
tioners and add-on heat pumps are cycled 
at 7-1/2 minute intervals during the con¬ 
trol periods. 

Load Management has resulted in size¬ 
able cost savings for Coles-Moultrie Elec- 

■ trie. 
To find out how you can participate in 

Coles-Moultrie’s load management pro- 
. grams, contact our Member Services De- 
■ partment. 

e£ecfivi& ieffi&v tfccon. 

Did you know your electric meter is 

actually a motor? Its speed varies with the 

amount of electricity passing through it. 
The disc you see inside the meter is set in 

motion by an electric field created by the 

passage of current, and the movement is 

transferred to a shaft which turns the indi¬ 

cators to record the amount of electricity 

your family uses. 

Now that you know roughly how your 

meter works, have you ever wondered if it 

works correctly? Many people do. Some¬ 

times members call us because their elec¬ 

tric bill was higher than they expected, 

and their first guess is that their meter is 

running too fast. 

Even though electric meters are ex¬ 

posed to all kinds of weather and dirt, 

‘ they are among the most accurate of de¬ 

vices. They’re much more accurate than 

■ the thermostats that control your oven 

and refrigerator, or even the gasoline 

pumps where you fill up your car. 

In most cases, if a meter does become 

' inaccurate, it runs slightly slow, from age 

or dirt, and that means you may get a 

. little free electricity. 

You can help your co-op’s line crews 

by keeping your meter accessible so they 

. can get to it without fighting trees, 

' bushes, muddy flower beds, a new room 

built around it, animals or even a locked 

. gate. This will certainly make it easier for 

■ them to do the job they do for you. 

7^ ^36?*^ 
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The Coopera¬ 

tive office will 

be closed on 

Monday, May 

29th in obser¬ 

vance of Memo¬ 

rial Day. 
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There are ways to help you feel more 
cool and comfortable without using en¬ 

ergy at all. It's called “passive cooling” and 

it’s a very old practice that can still work 

today Passive cooling really involves keep¬ 

ing your home from getting hot to begin 

with, thus reducing the workload on your 

energy-powered cooling devices and sys¬ 
tems. 

One of the best ways to provide passive 

cooling is to plant trees. Tall, mature 

shade trees block the sunlight from beat¬ 

ing down on your roof and windows, es¬ 

pecially on the western side of your 

house, and can reduce the temperature by 

10 to 20 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Keeping shades and curtains drawn on 

windows that take a lot of direct sunlight, 

especially from the south and west, can 

reduce the heat gain in your home by up 

to half. Exterior window awnings, porches 

and overhangs do an even better job of 

blocking heat than interior window cover¬ 

ings. 

The hottest place in your home is the 

attic. If it isn’t properly ventilated, the at¬ 

tic will heat up as high as 130 degrees and 

A some of that heat transfers to the interior 
of your home. Check your attic tempera¬ 

ture on a hot day; if it’s higher than 100 

. degrees, you need more ventilation. 

Controlling humidity will help keep 

you more comfortable, too. If your air 

. conditioning system doesn’t dehumidify 

the air as well as it should, consider add¬ 

ing a new unit to replace it or supplement 

. it. Wait until cooler hours to do chores 

■ that add humidity to the air, such as wash¬ 

ing and drying clothes, washing dishes, 

. and cooking, and use ventilation fans in 

. bathrooms and kitchens to help vent that 

extra moisture. 

The old standbys — caulking, weather¬ 

stripping, and insulation — are just as im¬ 

portant in the cooling season as in the 

winter. They help keep cool air inside and 

hot air from infiltrating. 

So before it gets too hot to get in the 

attic, check out these tips. You may find 

you’ll be more comfortable and use less 

. energy this summer! 

Source: Rocky Mountain Institute and 
. Laurens Electric Cooperative, S. C. 

For Sale 
Janome Memory Craft 8000 computerized embroidery sewing machine, like 

new, many accessories, $800. Call 258-8952. 

1982 Chevrolet Jamboree Rallye motor home, 20 foot, fiberglass body, 350 en¬ 

gine, sleeps 4, full bath, microwave, awning, Reese hitch, electric brake control, 

dual air, storage box, new in last 2 years: Onan generator, 6 tires, dual exhaust, oil 
pump, timing chain, towing cam, aluminum intake, 2 batteries. Asking $10,500. Call 856-2233. 

1984 Honda Interceptor motorcycle, 500 cc, only 8,900 miles, excellent condition, $1,300; O’Brien sla¬ 

lom water ski, like new, used 3 times, $70. Call 856-2335. 

Want to Buy 
Nintendo 64 tapes, anything that has cars. Call 345-5438. 

Name 

Service number 

Phone number 

(check one) □ For Sale □ Want to Trade □ Want to Buy □ Give Away 
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Move over, range and microwave. In A 
their unending quest for speed and con¬ 
venience in preparing meals, people have 
begun to use their dishwashers, clothes 
dryers, and other appliances to cook 
food. 

Recently, the Wall Street Journal of¬ 

fered the tale of Peter Ortale, a New York 
bond broker who likes to prepare salmon 

in his dishwasher. “This way is real 
moist...comes out perfect every time,” 
says Ortale, who wraps his salmon in alu¬ 
minum foil and steams it in the dish¬ 
washer for 50 minutes from the soak to 

the dry cycle. “And there’s no mess to 
clean afterwards,” he says, adding that he 
often rinses his dishes as he prepares his 
fish. 

The dishwasher has proven to be a ver¬ 
satile appliance for cooking, with reports 

of its use for defrosting turkeys, steaming 
potatoes, and hard-boiling eggs. Several 
new cookbooks champion the trend, in¬ 

cluding: 
• “Off the Eaten Path” (which features 

the dishwasher salmon recipe) 
• “Cooking Without a Kitchen: The 

Coffee maker Cookbook” (featuring more 
than two dozen meals that can be made 

with a motel coffee maker) 

tAes cfc&Avuafrk&l'?* 
• “The Kitchen Sink Cookbook” (which 

includes a recipe for shrimp prepared in 
the clothes dryer) 

Carolyn Wyman, author of the latter 
book, first tried to cook broccoli in her 
dryer. Although the stalks held up well, 

she forgot to account for the florets. “They 
exploded and I had some loads of laundry 
with green specks,” she says. Audrey Betta, 

a hairdresser from North Haven, Connecti¬ 
cut, prepares lobster in her dishwasher. 
“You just kiss it on the forehead and put it 

in here,” she says. 
Unfortunately, such exotic cooking tends 

to mesmerize the guests and minimize the 
conversation. “You find yourself staring at 

the dishwasher,” Betta says. “No one is 
having a conversation eye to eye.” 

The manufacturers of these appliances 

appeal for sanity. Carolyn VanWeyst, a 
spokesperson for Whirlpool, cautions that 

a dishwasher might not get hot enough to 
properly cook fish, resulting in food poi¬ 
soning. “Why would people want to use 

their dishwasher when we make wonder¬ 

ful cooktops and microwaves?” says 
VanWeyst. “We say, ‘Use your appliances 
for what they were designed for’.” 

Source: The Wall Street Journal 

Summer is just around the corner and 

along with it comes hot, humid weather. 
The homes our grandparents grew up in 
didn’t have air conditioning. So in those 

days, people had to learn many different 
methods in order to keep cool. Those 
old-fashioned methods are still useful to¬ 

day, especially when you want to save on 
energy costs by reducing the amount of 
time you run your air conditioner. 
• Use awnings, blinds, curtains or shut¬ 
ters to keep the hot summer sun from 
streaming into your house. Simply pulling 

curtains closed can reduce the amount of 
heat pouring into your house by 50 per¬ 

cent. 
• After the sun goes down, open blinds, 

curtains, and windows to take advantage 

of natural cooling. If possible, open win¬ 

dows so that you get cross-ventilation in 
your home. 

• Hang your clothes outside to dry in¬ 

stead of using your dryer. Not only will 

you save the energy you would have used 

to power the dryer itself, but you’ll also 
avoid adding that heat and humidity to 
the air in your home, which can overwork 
your air conditioner. 
• Don’t forget fans. A fan placed in a win¬ 
dow and set to blow air from the house to 
the outside can make a bedroom quite 
comfortable on a hot night. 
• If you have a dishwasher, use the “air 
dry” setting instead of the “heated air” 
setting, and run it late at night to reduce 

the heat it creates during the warmer part 
of day. 
• When taking a shower or bath, use the 

exhaust fan in your bathroom to remove 

the moisture and humidity. 
• When cooking, be sure to use lids to 

keep from adding steam. 
• Limit use of your oven and any heat¬ 
generating appliance. Instead, use your 

microwave or grill outside. 
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February 24, 2000 meeting A 

A regular meeting of the Board of Direc¬ 
tors of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 
was held at the offices of the Cooperative at 
104 Dewitt Avenue, East, Mattoon, Illinois, at , 
7 p.m. on Feb. 24, 2000. The meeting was 
called to order by Joe Bieknell, Chairman. 
After calling the roll, the secretary reported 
the following directors were present: Joe 
Bieknell, Dean Robison, David Collins, Mark ' 
Degler, Willie Johnson, Joe Grant, and Steve 
Cox. Also present were Chris Christman, In¬ 
terim President/CEO; Sheila Doty, Control¬ 
ler; Darla Rankins, Benefits Administrator; 
Steven Underwood, Director of Engineering; . 
Jerry Edwards of Shick & Tapella; and mem- * 
ber David Finley. 

A motion was passed to suspend provi¬ 
sions to Board Policy #24 for 30 days until a 
model policy is sent from NRECA. 

Sheila Doty gave the Financial Report. 
Jerry Edwards reported on the legal docu- . 

ments for the USDA grant. No further action 
will be taken at this time pending the ap¬ 
proval process for the grant. 

Chairman Bieknell gave a report on the 
Feb. 16th AIEC Board meeting. 

Director Degler gave the Soyland Power 
report. 

Motion was accepted to allow Director 
Degler to attend the NRECA Annual Meeting 
in Orlando. 

Directors Bieknell, Degler, and Robison 
gave a summary of the Feb. 12-16 NRECA 
Director Conference held in Las Vegas. 

It was approved to send in the NRECA 
proxy and support the new bylaw amend¬ 
ments. 

Steve Underwood presented informa¬ 
tion on the power factor penalty. 

A motion was passed to approve the 
recommended rate change from 95 per¬ 
cent to 90 percent power factor. 

Darla Rankins discussed the 1999 writ¬ 
ten off accounts. 

Interim President/CEO Christman in¬ 
formed the Board of a member informa¬ 
tion request submitted by David Finley. 

Christman also spoke of possible dis¬ 
cussions with Lanman Oil regarding prop¬ 
erty. 

Darla Rankins was appointed as the 
ICWCG voting delegate at the ICWCG An¬ 
nual Meeting. 

Chairman Bieknell announced that the 
ballots were going to be mailed without a 
letter to the membership and that the 
Board had chosen to go forward with the 
lawsuit in regards to David Finley. 

Interim President/CEO Christman dis¬ 
cussed a revision of the 2000 Capital Bud¬ 
get. 

It was approved to replace the under¬ 
ground fault locator as recommended by 
staff. 

Director fees and expenses for Novem¬ 
ber 1999, December 1999, and January 
2000 were approved. 

Interim President/CEO Christman was 
authorized to sign the CADP proxy. 

Interim President/CEO Christman and 
Director Degler were elected as the 
Soyland Directors. 

Director Collins was elected as the alter¬ 
nate Soyland Director. 

There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned. 

e£ec&vic&i 4<?<jeGZ± rvvordfc 

Have you ever had a friend turn against 
you and become an enemy?. . .It can really 
hurt. 

Electricity is a great friend; but it can 
hurt, too, if you don’t treat it with respect. 

During May, Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative is helping to observe National 
Electrical Safety Month by reminding ev¬ 
eryone about the four Rs of electrical 
safety: 
• Respect the power of electricity. 
• Read and follow the operating instruc¬ 

tions that come with every electrical 
product. 

• Replace worn or frayed electrical 
cords. 

• Relocate appliance cords so they 
won’t get walked on and children can’t 
pull on them. 
Electricity can keep your home com¬ 

fortable, light the path to your door and 
cook your food. Or it can cause a shock. . 
.or start a fire. Often, the choice is yours. 
Keep electricity your friend. 

(we* 
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Many years ago, we all heated our homes 
in the winter, and didn’t bother to cool them 
in the summer, except by running the occa¬ 
sional fan and opening doors and windows. 
Under those conditions, “tightness” in a 
home didn’t matter during the warmer 
months, since doors and windows were fre¬ 
quently open. 

Things are different now. While we want 
to keep heat in and cold out during the win¬ 
ter, those of us who use air-conditioners 
need to keep cool in and heat out during the 
sweltering months of summer. These tips 
will help you corral that cool air you’ve paid 
for, and keep the heat outside, where it be¬ 
longs. 

Insulate doors and windows 
Be sure to start with your home's biggest 

energy wasters, the windows and exterior 
doors. You lose more of your heating and 
cooling dollars through these — per square 
inch — than through any other part of your 
home. For instance, heat passes through a 
single-pane glass window 14 times as fast as 
through a well-insulated wall. So, even if 
your attic is full of insulation, you can still be 
wasting money and energy through your 
windows and doors. 

Install storm or double-pane windows to 
cut this energy drain in half. Add storm 
doors to create the same insulation effect 
there. 

Caulk and weatherstrip 
After insulating your doors and windows, 

don’t forget to caulk and weatherstrip those 
little nooks and crannies that will let heat in. 
Nearly 40 percent of your monthly heating 
and cooling bill could be going out through 
cracks due to poorly caulked and 
weatherstripped doors and windows. 

Caulking is a rubber-like material that can 
expand or contract to seal air leaks around 
each pane of window glass and between the 
door and window frames and the house. 
Weatherstripping is a flexible material, such 
as foam rubber, felt, or aluminum, that helps 
assure a snug fit between the parts of win¬ 
dows and doors that open and close. 

Water heater 
In the average American house, water 

heating is the second largest energy’ user. 
Save water and the energy needed to keep it 

^ hot by maintaining an energy-efficient water 
■ heating system and conserving hot water. 

Start with the heating tank itself: 
. • Get the right-size water heater. Keeping 
. more hot water on hand than you need can 
■ waste energy. 

• You can save about 6 percent of your water 
. heating energy costs, for each 10 degrees 
■ you can lower the temperature on your wa- 
■ ter heater. 

• If the sides of your water heater feel warm 
to the touch, you may be able to save money 

■ and energy by adding insulation. Wrap a wa- 
• ter heater blanket around the water heater, 

especially if it’s located in an unheated area 
. of your home. 
. • In addition to insulating the water heater, 
■ you can also save money by insulating the 

hot water pipes going out of the heater. 
Low-flow showerheads and faucet aera- 

. tors reduce water flow, saving both water 
• and energy. Aerated showerheads and fau¬ 

cets mix air with water to maintain pressure, 
and low-flow showerheads pulse the water 

. flow. These simple devices are easily in- 
■ stalled and can reduce the amount of water 

and energy used by 50 percent. 

. Seal ducts 
The ducts that carry cooled air from your 

’ air conditioner to each room of your home 
may have leaks. Doing a checkup here can 

. help you save as much as 10-15 percent on 
■ your cooling bill. All ductwork should be 
‘ sealed at the joints to prevent leakage. Ducts 

located in the unconditioned areas of your 
. home (attics and crawlspaces) should be 
■ insulated. 

Use a set-back thermostat 
, A setback thermostat allows you to 
■ change the temperature setting or turn off 
‘ your cooling system at pre-set times. Each 

morning when you leave and each evening 
. when you return, the temperature changes 
■ to save energy; automatically. Heating or 
‘ cooling is done only when someone is 

home. 
. By using these easy and cost-effective en- 
■ ergy saving guidelines, you can stay comfort- 
■ able the year around and still save money. 

For more information on how you can 
. save energy’ all around your house, call your 
■ electric cooperative. 
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To report an outage 

First check your fuses or circuit 

breakers and see if your neighbors 

have power. 

If the problem appears to be 

with the cooperative's lines, call 

the office, give the name the 

service is listed under, and report 

any hazardous conditions. 

Collect calls will be accepted only 

when caller reports an outage. 

Both our office number, 

235-0341, and our tollfree number, 

(888) 661-CMEC, are manned 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year for 
your convenience. 

Entry deadline: June 2, 2000 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Coop¬ 
erative is well aware of the high 
costs associated with a college 
education. In an effort to ease 

some of the burden, Coles- 
Moultrie is offering four $500 
scholarships to those members of 
the cooperative who are students 
or whose legal dependents under 
21 years of age are students. 

The rules: 
1. Applicant must be either a 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Coopera¬ 
tive member or under 21 years of 

age and a legal dependent of a 

Coles-Moultrie member. 
2. Applicant must be enrolled 

in either a two or four year degree 

program at an accredited institu¬ 
tion in Illinois. 

^ 3. Applicant cannot have previ¬ 
ously received a Coles-Moultrie 

Electric Cooperative scholarship. 
4. Coles-Moultrie Electric Coop- 

■ erative employees, directors, and 
any of their dependents are ineli¬ 
gible. 

5. Applications must be re- 
■ ceived at Coles-Moultrie’s office 

(104 Dewitt Avenue, East, PO. Box 

! 709, Mattoon, IL 61938-0709) no 
■ later than Friday, June 2, 2000. 

If you are interested in more 
information or an application, 

. please contact Sandra Fisher, 
■ Coles-Moultrie Electric Coopera¬ 

tive, PO. Box 709, Mattoon, IL 
; 61938 or call (217) 235-0341 or 
. toll-free (888) 661-2632. 

e$ect/LAC&£ ac&icl&yitfr 
Frequently, farm accidents occur 

when emergency help is not readily 

accessible. There are a number of 
reasons. Perhaps an injured worker 
must walk to a farmhouse for first 
aid, or the closest hospital may be 
miles away. That’s why it’s important 
for farmers and ranchers to know 
the proper steps to take in case of 
an electrical accident. The National 

Food and Energy Council, an 
association of electric co-ops 
and companies, make these 

recommendations: 
• Call for help immediately. Give 

the emergency operator your name, 
address, the number of victims and 
type of accident. Do not hang up. 

• Always assume a downed 
power line is hot. Keep others 

away and call the power supplier. 

^ • Do not attempt to move a 
■ downed power line with anything. 

• If you are in a piece of 
machinery that is in contact with a 

■ power line, remain inside and wait 
' for help. 

• If the threat of fire exists 
. when machinery is in contact with 
■ a power line, jump out and away 

from the machinery so that no 
. part of your body touches the 
■ equipment and the ground at the 
■ same time. 

• Don’t touch or move some¬ 
one in contact with a downed 

■ power line. 

Questions about electrical 
safety around your farm? 

. Call Cole-Moultrie Electric 

■ Cooperative, we ll be glad to help 
you. 

A questionnaire addressed to “Rural Co-operative Members” has been re¬ 

ceived by some members of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative. 

This questionnaire is from an insurance company in Oklahoma which is not 

affiliated, associated, or endorsed by Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative in 

any manner. 
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Electricity is a summertime servant that 
helps make many outdoor activities more 
enjoyable. But being outdoors around elec¬ 
tricity means that you must be constantly 
aware of hazards caused by carelessness 
with electricity. The following information 
may help you develop an awareness of elec¬ 
tricity while outdoors. Please remember 
that electricity, if not treated with respect, 
can cause serious problems. 

Children’s safety — School children 
are on vacation, so they spend more time 
outdoors. It’s a good time to talk with 
your children about safety around 
electricity. Remind them to never fly kites 
or model airplanes near power lines. If 
there are trees that the children climb in, 
look for power lines located in or close 
to the tree’s branches. Branches bent 
with the weight of a child could possibly 
contact a power line and result in a 
serious or fatal electrical shock. 

Thunderstorms — Summer is the 
thunderstorm season. These storms can 
produce high winds, heavy rains and 
lightning. Power outages can occur when 
trees and tree limbs touch or fall on 
power lines and should be reported to 
your cooperative as soon as possible. 
Do not go near downed or 
low-hanging power 
lines; leave that 
to cooperative 
personnel. 
Avoid stepping 
into puddles 
of water that 
have fallen elec¬ 
trical lines in 
them. Lightning 
is a deadly sum¬ 
mertime event. If 
you’re swimming 
and a lightning 

storm approaches, quickly leave the 
water. Avoid being the tallest object in 
the landscape and don’t stand near lone 
trees or towers. Protected buildings and 
vehicles are the safest place to be. 

Sailing — A breeze and a wide lake 
or river makes sailing such an enjoyable 
activity. But a skipper needs to watch out 
for overhead power lines when he steps 
his mast, launches his boat and while 
sailing in unfamiliar waterways. Many 
sailboat masts are aluminum, which is a 
good conductor of electricity. 

Swimming — Swimming pools can be 
lots of fun, but remember that water is 
an excellent conductor of electricity. It’s 
wise to keep electrical appliances, such 
as CD players and radios, a safe distance 
from the water. And during pool cleaning 
chores, watch out for overhead power 
lines while using your long-handled 
equipment. If you have power lines close 
to the pool, notify your cooperative to 
determine if there is a safety hazard. 

Outdoor chores — If you use elec¬ 
trical equipment for chores around the 
home or yard, make sure they’re properly 

insulated and grounded. 
Extension cords shouldn’t 
be frayed or have exposed 

wires. Be careful if you 
use a metal ladder. It 

conducts electricity 
easily. When 
erecting TV or CB 

antennas, make sure 
they can’t contact a 

power line if they 
should fall. In rural 
areas, be careful 
when handling 
irrigation pipe or 
tall equipment near 
power lines. 

Annual meeting 
becomes 
informational 
session.... 16b & c 

Youths visit 
capital.... I6d & e 

Board notes, 
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safety  I6f 

Camping 
equipment 
cautions, member 
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During what could have been the 

calmest meeting of Coles-Moultrie 

Electric Cooperative in years, the theme 

of cooperation rang strongly. The 

meeting was held Saturday, March 25, at 

the Field House at Lake Land Community 

College’s campus at Mattoon. Although a 

quorum of members was not present at 

the meeting, it continued as an infor¬ 

mational meeting for those who 

attended. 

At the meeting, it was announced that 

one former board member regained his 

seat, as David Finley, Gays, defeated Dean 

Robison, Windsor. Other board members 

who were unopposed for re-election 

were Joe Grant, Charleston, and Steve 

Cox, Oakland. The election was con¬ 

ducted by mail, with the ballots counted 
Thursday afternoon, March 23. 

Interim President/CEO M. L. “Chris” 

Christman praised his staff, saying they 

are the reason for the cooperative’s 

efficiency. He told those gathered that 

the cooperative had operating margins of 

$132,827, representing a margin of less 
than one percent. Subtract from that 

Joe Oakley, Line Clearance Foreman, gives member 
Herschel Gardner a lift. 

^ figure a $100,000 tax refund, and the 

margin, per kilowatt-hour, drops to two- 

hundredths of a cent ($0.0002). 

“The only ones I know who operate 
near that efficiently are farmers.” 

Christman quipped. He credited staff 

members for their teamwork in assisting 

■ him in his normal job as Director of Plant 

Operations, as well as Interim President/ 

CEO, with no addition to salaries. 

Christman assured members of 

the solvency of the cooperative. “Your 

cooperative is in sound condition. Let 

. me re-state that, so there is no undue 

concern. Your cooperative is in sound 

condition.” 

In looking to the future, Christman 

cited the three-year contract of Soyland 

‘ Power Cooperative with AmerenCIPS 

and Soyland’s 125 megawatt peak load 

generation available. Prices for peak 

kilowatt hours have been as high as $9, 

according to Christman. Explaining the 

. advantages of Soyland’s newly announced 

■ alliance with Allegheny Electric Co¬ 

operative, Christman told cooperative 

M.L. Christman, 
Interim President/CEO 

Joe Bicknell, 
Chairman of the Board 
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members that prices should at least 

remain stable in the near future. 

“We need to continue cost-effective 

methodology with a teamwork concept. 

This includes the board of directors, 
management staff and all employees, 
Christman explained. 

He went on to say alliances with other 
cooperatives will play a part in offering 

future services to Coles-Moultrie Electric 

members. 

“Other cooperatives have approached 

Coles-Moultrie. Why? Because of our 

good financial condition, solid electrical 

system, growth potential and excellent 

staff and employees. We have an obliga¬ 

tion to investigate all options which 

may result in cost containment and/or 

improved services to you,” he said. 
Christman went on to explain 

advantages, particularly in regards to the 

CEO position. If an alliance is formed 

with another cooperative, he explained, 

one CEO would oversee operations of 

both cooperatives. He said this could 

apply to management staff as well, 

thereby reducing costs. However, he 

explained, before an alliance would 

happen, Coles-Moultrie would be 

looking for certain qualities in the other 

cooperative. These would include stable 

or lower rates, local direction and 

control, no loss of jobs, improved num¬ 

ber and quality of services, and a reten¬ 

tion of assets. 

“Rest assured, there would be no 

commitment to such an alliance without 

certainty of merits,” he said. 

Members, by mail vote, approved 

an article in the by-laws whereby if an 

alliance or merger is being considered by 

the board of directors, it must be with an 

Illinois not-for-profit corporation “that 

is or has been financed under the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936.” 

Christman also touched upon de¬ 

regulation, noting that if and when the 

cooperative enters the marketplace, all 

members will have a choice as to who 

will be their electrical supplier. He 

cautioned members that if they decide 

to go with another electricity provider, 

they would receive two charges, one for 

energy and one for delivery, which could 

produce higher bills than those they cur¬ 

rently have. 

Christman also covered community 

activities — Touchstone Energy participa- 

^ tion, the Mattoon literacy 

' project in kindergarten 

and the pending USDA 
. grant with Sarah Bush 

■ Lincoln Health System 

[ initially for a “Women and 

. Children First” health 
program and sub¬ 

sequently for rural 

. economic development. 

A second proposal 

was also approved by 

. members, stipulating that 

■ a board member who 

misses six consecutive 

regular board meetings 

■ will automatically vacate 

his or her seat. 

Registration 

Field Engineer Thom Schafer doing his imitation of a 
chicken. 

The Easters 
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Nearly 300 high school students and 

chaperones representing twenty-one 

cooperatives from across downstate 

Illinois met in Springfield for Illinois 

Electric and Telephone Cooperative 

Youth Day on Wednesday, April 12. 

The day-long activities were 

successful, capped by an exciting 

presentation by Secretary of State 

Jesse White. The cooperative youth 

group visited with the Secretary of 

State for the second consecutive 

Youth Day program. Upon arrival at 

Secretary White’s office, the students 

were individually greeted by the 

Secretary, then ushered into his 

spacious office on the second floor of 

the State Capitol. With 300 students 

and chaperones in the room, 

Secretary White climbed to 

the top of his desk to give a 

memorable talk to the high 

school leaders. 

The visit with Secretary 

White followed a morning of 

activities on the floors of the 

House of Representatives and 

Senate, where students met 

with their legislators from back 

home. Twenty-five Senators 

and Representatives met with 

the cooperative groups during 

their 90 minutes on the House 

and Senate floors. 

Students also toured the 

Illinois Supreme Court, the 

Illinois Executive Mansion, and 

Lincoln’s Tomb. During lunch, they heard 
from Earl Struck and John Freitag of 

the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives, and Erin George, 

Secretary of State Jesse White 

Students rubbing Lincoln’s nose for good luck. 

Game Show 
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representing Illinois and Eastern Illini 
Electric on the 1999 NRECA Youth 
Leadership Council. They also par¬ 
ticipated in a spirited game show hosted 
by Springfield radio personality Dave 
Daniels. 

Following day-long events, many of 
the groups went on to hold selection 
programs to choose the winners of the 

Youth to Washington tour. After com¬ 
pleting interviews with Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperative personnel, 
Ben Edwards of Sullivan High School and 
Elizabeth Smith of Areola High School 
were chosen to represent Coles-Moultrie 
Electric at Youth to Washington on 
June 16-23- Tyson Roan of Cumberland 
High School was chosen as the alternate. 

A 

Illinois State Capitol 

Earl Struck, 
President/CEO of AIEC 

Representing Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative were, front row from left: Darla Rankins 
(chaperone), Emily Davis and Kristin Horney of Charleston High School, Beth Sanner of Sullivan 
High School, Jennifer Brook of Arthur High School, Jackie Van Meter of Oakland High School, 
Claire Anderson of Cumberland High School and chaperones Sandra Fisher and Jim Wallace. Back 
row from left: Kelly Stewart, Oakland High School, Josh Cornwell of Arthur High School, Ben Edwards 
of Sullivan High School, Gabriel Holmes, Mattoon High School, Crystal Bergfield and Elizabeth 
Smith of Areola High School, Rep. Dale Righter, Sen. Judith Myers, Rep. Tim Johnson, Tyson Roan 
of Cumberland High School, Angela Berg and Amanda Norris of Lovington High School. 
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March 23, 2000 meeting 

A regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative was held at the offices of 
the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt Avenue, 
East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7 p.m. on 
March 23, 2000. The meeting was called 
to order by Joe Bicknell, Chairman. 
After calling the roll, the secretary 
reported the following directors were 
present: Joe Bicknell, Dean Robison, 
David Collins, Mark Degler, Willie 
Johnson, Joe Grant, and Steve Cox. Also 
present were Chris Christman, Interim 
President/CEO; Sheila Doty, Controller; 
Darla Rankins, Benefits Administrator; 
Steven Underwood, Director of 
Engineering; Bill Tapella of Shick & 
Tapella; and members David Finley and 
Jack Kemp. 

Sheila Doty gave the Financial 
Report. 

Chairman Bicknell gave a report on 
the March 16th AIEC Annual Meeting. 

Director Degler gave the Soyland 
Power report and he also reported on 
the NRECA Annual Meeting in Orlando. 

Interim President/CEO Christman 
presented the President & CEO report. 

The Board agreed to accept the 
Staff’s proposal as presented on poten¬ 
tial commercial accounts. 

Authorization was given to continue 
the CMEC Scholarship Program. Four 
$500 scholarships will be awarded. 

Corporate Counsel’s travel to 
Springfield and to a NRECA conference 
of his choice was approved. 

Approval was given to continue 
sponsorship of the women’s softball 
team. 

. The load management programs as 
reviewed by staff were approved. 

Consideration of the 2000 Operating 
Budget was tabled until the April Board 

* meeting. 
There being no further business, the 

meeting was adjourned. 

^FKoyvi&b'! 'ft/i&HxyiJzA'I 

'pwyy, £X*xct rtCWtoeds! 

Happy July 4! 
As you observe America’s birthday, please include a little 

common sense along with your festivities. 
• Use extreme caution with fireworks - make sure a responsible 

person is always in charge. 
• Do not leave outdoor grills, barbecues and camp fires 

unattended. 
• Supervise the fun and games; use a buddy system or have a lifeguard present at the swimming hole, the 

beach or the pool. 
• Don’t overdo on food and drink. 

o o And have a happy and safe “4th ” — 

it’s a birthday we can all enjoy. 

The cooperative office will be 
closed on Tuesday, July 4th to 
allow our employees to enjoy 
the holiday with their families. 
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If you plan to go camping this summer, be aware that improper use of portable camping equipment can result 

in carbon monoxide poisoning. According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), every year 

there are about 30 deaths and 450 injuries due to carbon monoxide poisoning from portable camping heaters, 

lanterns or stoves inside tents, campers and vehicles. 

CPSC recommends these precautions against the colorless, odorless gas: 

• Do not use portable heaters or lanterns while sleeping in closed areas such as tents, campers, and vehicles. 

This is especially imponant at high altitudes where the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning is increased. 
• Know the symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning: headaches, dizziness, weakness, nausea, vomiting, 

sleepiness, and confusion. Carbon monoxide reduces the blood's ability to carry oxygen. Low oxygen levels 

can result in loss of consciousness and death. 

• See a doctor if you or a member of your family develops cold or flu-like symptoms while camping. Carbon 

monoxide poisoning, which can easily be mistaken for a cold or flu, is often detected too late. 

• Consuming alcohol or using prescription drugs increases the effects of carbon monoxide poisoning. 

• Carbon monoxide is especially toxic to mother and child during pregnancy. 

Remember to use equipment that generates carbon monoxide carefully when camping. One careless mistake 

can turn a fun weekend into a disaster! 

Ads should be typed or printed neatly, and will be placed on a "first come, first 

served" basis - Remaining ads will appear in the next newsletter, along with ads 

receive after the 6th of the month. They should be 20 words or less-Use abbrevia- 

tions-We reserve the right to edit in order to fit more ads in each month. 

For Sale 
1987 Husqvarna riding mower, 38" cut, 13 hp Briggs & Stratton motor, hydro 
transmission, good condition, $600. Call 728-7767. 

1990 Ford Escort LX, 2 door, hatchback, too many new parts to list, highway 
miles, great work car, adult driven, $1,000 obo; Four 220/55/R390 Michelin tires 
with alloy rims, 4 bolt pattern, off of Ford Mustang, $250 obo. Call 728-7271. 

F-20 Farmall tractor, runs but needs restored. Call 752-6829. 

1982 Chevrolet Jamboree Rallye motor home, 20 foot, fiberglass body, 350 

engine, sleeps 4, full bath, microwave, awning, Reese hitch, electric brake 
control, dual air, storage box, new in last 2 years: Onan generator, 6 tires, dual 
exhaust, oil pump, timing chain, towing cam, aluminum intake, 2 batteries. 
Asking $10,500. Call 856-2233. 

Want to Buy 
Used chain link fence, any length, any 
height, will remove, must be cheap. 
Call 752-6829. 

Lost 
One orange 8' long hotstick in Limner 
area. If found, please call 888-661-2632 
and ask for Kelly. 

Name 

Service number 

Phone number 

(check one) 

□ For Sale □ Want to Trade □ Want to Buy □ Give Away 

JUNE 2000 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16g 



Published by 
Coles-Moultrie Electric 

Cooperative 

Your Touchstone Energy* Partner 

PO. Box 709 (104 Dewitt Ave., East) 

Mattoon, Illinois 61938 

Phone: (217)235-0341 or 

ToU-Free (888)-66l-CMEC (2632) 

Office hours: 

Monday-Friday 7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m. 

Board of Directors 
Chairman 
Steven Cox  

Vice Chairman 
... Oakland 

David Collins  

Secretary 
Charleston 

Mark Degler  

Treasurer 
....Mattoon 

Joe Bicknell  

Director 
. Lovington 

Willie Johnson   Findlay 
Joseph Grant  Charleston 

David Finley  

Interim Pres./CEO 
M.L. Christman 

 Gays 

To report an outage 

First check your fuses or circuit 

breakers and see if your neighbors 

have power. 

If the problem appears to be 
with the cooperative's lines, call 

the office, give the name the 

service is listed under, and report 

any hazardous conditions. 

Collect calls will be accepted only 

when caller reports an outage. 

Both our office number, 

235-0341, and our tollfree number, 

(888) 661-CMEC, are manned 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year for 

your convenience. 

fUn 
fttn 
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/ 
A raffle for a 1956 classic con¬ 

vertible T-Bird — and four other 

GREAT PRIZES — will be the 

grand finale in the Sarah Bush 

Lincoln Women & Children FIRST 

campaign. The campaign began 

in June 1999 with the goal of 

raising $1.9 million to fund 

important health programs for 

women and children in the 

region, including: weekend den¬ 

tal clinic for WIC mothers and 

adolescents on Medicaid; a com¬ 

prehensive prenatal and postnatal 

education program; a series of 

free mobile preventative screens 

for women who qualify; an on¬ 

line directory of health services 

available through area agencies 

^ and organizations; improved 

access to free prescription drugs 

to the needy; and an adult day 

■ care center. Six hundred tickets 

for the T-Bird are being offered at 

$100 each. For $20 each, you can 

purchase tickets for your chance 

to win one of these GREAT 

PRIZES: two tickets to Superbowl 

XXXV in Tampa, airfare and 

accommodations included; 

vacation in Orlando resort villa; a 

3 5 hp child’s race car; or a one- 

of-a-kind wall quilt. The drawing 

will be held June 17 and the win¬ 

ners notified. For more infor¬ 

mation or to order tickets, call 

1-877-56T-BIRD. 

To all members participating in 
CMEC’s load management programs: 

Load management control periods begin 
June 1st and continue through Sept. 15th. The 
length of the control periods is from 12 p.m. 
(noon) until 10 p.m. All air conditioner and 
heat pump compressors will be cycled at 15- 
minute intervals. 
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In order for your cooperative to oper¬ 

ate in an efficient and financially sound 

manner, we must maintain a prompt pay¬ 

ment procedure administered fairly and 

equitably to all. Any variance from this 

procedure is costly to the cooperative, 

the late paying members and ultimately 

to all members. The following questions 

and answers may help 

to explain this. 

1. How long does a 

member have to pay his 

or her bill before a late 

payment charge is 

added? 

The net amount of 

the bill is due on or 

before the 6th of the 

month following re¬ 

ceipt of the bill. The 

gross amount, which 
includes a late payment 

charge applies to pay¬ 

ments received after 

the 6th of the month 

regardless of the post¬ 

marks. However, bill 

payments picked up 

from the post office or out of the night 

depositories at 7:30 a.m. on the first busi¬ 

ness day following the 6th of the month 

will not be assessed the late payment 

charge. If the previous 11 months of 

credit history show all payments were 

received by the due date, one late pay¬ 

ment will be allowed without being sub¬ 

jected to the late payment charge. 

2. How much is the late charge and why 

A is this charged? 

The late payment charge is 10 percent 

■ more than the net amount. This amount 

' is added to cover the expense of addi¬ 

tional paperwork and the special han- 

■ dling involved in processing past-due 

’ accounts. The fee is also necessary to 

. provide an incentive to members to pay 
their bills promptly. 

Without the late pay¬ 

ment charge, more 

members would defer 

payment of their elec¬ 

tric bills until later in 

the month. This would 

cause cash flow prob¬ 

lems for the coopera¬ 

tive and might even 

make it necessary for 

CMEC to borrow 

money to pay its bills. 

3. If the bill isn’t paid 
on or before the 6th, 

what happens? 
A “Reminder No¬ 

tice” is prepared and 

mailed on or about the 

9th of the month. This 

notice is a “friendly” reminder that you 

may have just misplaced or overlooked 

paying the bill. 

A “Final Notice” is mailed on or about 

the 16th of the month. This notice states 

that if the bill is not paid by the 22 nd of 

the month, a collection trip may be made 

and a $50 collection fee will be added to 

the bill. If the bill is not paid at time of 
(Continued on 16b) 

Your Touchstone Energy’ Partner 

Board report 
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collection, service may be disconnected. 

4. If the member is unable to pay the 

bill, what should he or she do? 

It is the member’s responsibility to 
call or come to the office to make ar¬ 

rangements for settlement of the bill. 

This should be done as soon as he or she 

receives the bill. Don’t wait for some mi¬ 

raculous windfall. A simple promise to 

pay later is not sufficient. Definite ar¬ 

rangements must be made with an autho¬ 

rized cooperative representative in order 

to avoid disconnection. The member may 

ask for and receive information about aid 

for hardship cases available from federal, 

state or community programs. It is then 

up to the member to contact the proper 

agency. 

5. What happens if no arrangements are 

made and the bill is still not paid? 

On or about the 23rd of the month, 

CMEC will send an employee to the 

member’s premises to collect payment or 

disconnect the service. At this point, the 
member can avoid disconnection by pay¬ 

ing the past due portion of the bill and 

the $50 collection fee. The collector/dis¬ 

connect employee is authorized to ac¬ 

cept payments but may refuse a personal 

check from a member who has a history 

of writing checks not honored by the 

bank. 

6. Can arrangements for settlement of 

a past due bill be made with the collec¬ 

tor/disconnect employee? 

No. However, he may be able to estab¬ 

lish radio contact with the office and re¬ 

ceive permission to grant certain 

consideration in special circumstances. 

Otherwise, he must collect the past due 

amount and the $50 collection fee or dis¬ 

connect the service. 

7. If the member states that he or she 

believes the past due bill was too high, 
will the collector/disconnect employee 

still disconnect the service? 

Yes. This is not the time to discuss a 

high usage complaint. Such inquiries 

should be discussed with the office as 

soon as the consumer receives the bill in 

question. Your cooperative wants to 

know about a questionable bill so that 

we can work together to resolve the 

problem. But this should be done before 
the collector/disconnect employee is in 

the process of disconnecting the service! 

8. If service is disconnected for 

^ non-payment, what must the member do? 

In this case, arrangements must be 

made with the cooperative and all past 

. due bills plus collection fees plus a 
■ reconnection fee must be paid in cash 

before service can be reconnected. The 

. reconnection fee is $50 for a 

■ reconnection which can be performed 

prior to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Fri¬ 

day (except holidays). The fee is $75 for 

. reconnections which run in to overtime 

(past 4:30 p.m.) on weekdays and on 

weekends and holidays. It is in the 

. member’s best interest to avoid this 

■ added expense and inconvenience by 

paying the bill prior to disconnection. 

9. Why does CMEC charge a collection 
. and reconnection fee? 

The collection and reconnection fee is 

charged to defray the added cost of hav- 

. ing to send an employee to collect pay- 

• ment, disconnect service, or reconnect 

service. 

10. Can the cooperative require a 

• member to post a security deposit? 

Yes. Unpaid closing bills represent 

losses to, and added cost for, members of 

. CMEC whose payments for service pro- 

■ vide the revenue by which the coopera¬ 

tive meets its obligations. As a means of 

. protecting the interests of all members of 

■ the cooperative, a security deposit may be 

required as a condition of service. Also, 

. an increase in the amount of the security 

. deposit may be required where there is a 

■ history of unpaid closing bills or a history 

of writing checks not honored by the 

. bank. 

11. Do past due bills cause the cost of 

service to go up? 

Yes. They hurt the financial condition 

• of the cooperative in two ways. First, the 

collection and reconnection fees do not 

always cover fully the expenses caused by 

. past due bills; therefore, any uncovered 

' expense is paid by all CMEC consumers 

as part of the cost of operating the coop- 

. erative. 

Second, if a past due bill remains un¬ 

paid, it becomes an operating expense, 

. which reduces yearly operating margins. 

. When margins become dangerously low, 

■ rates must then be increased to keep the 

cooperative financially sound. 

If you have any questions concerning 

• bills or CMEC billing procedures, please 

call the office between 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 

. p.m. weekdays (except holidays). 
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April 27, 2000 meeting 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative was 
held at the offices of the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt Avenue, East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7 
p.m. on April 27, 2000. The meeting was called to order by Joe Bicknell, Chairman. After 
calling the roll, the following directors were reported present: Joe Bicknell, David Finley, 
David Collins, Mark Degler, Willie Johnson, Joe Grant, and Steve Cox. Also present were 
Chris Christman, Interim President/CEO; Sheila Doty, Controller; Darla Rankins, Benefits 
Administrator; Jerry Edwards of Shick & Tapella; Bob Harbour of Soyland Power; and mem¬ 
bers Dean Robison and Jack Kemp. 

All directors completed a statement of qualification form. 
Jerry Edwards conducted the reorganization of the Board. Steve Cox was elected Chair¬ 

man, David Collins was elected Vice-Chairman, Mark Degler was elected Secretary, and Joe 
Bicknell was elected Treasurer. 

Bob Harbour of Soyland gave a presentation. 
Sheila Doty gave the Financial Report. 
Chairman Bicknell gave a summary of the April 20th AIEC Board Meeting. 
Directors Collins and Finley reported on a NRECA Deregulation Conference that they 

attended at the AIEC on March 28th and 29th. 
Director Degler and Interim President/CEO Christman discussed the April 19th Soyland 

board meeting. 
Interim President/CEO Christman presented the President & CEO report. 
A motion was approved to participate with the Mattoon Water Department in the open 

house of the new water treatment plant and to split the cost of the meals during the open 
house. 

Motion was approved to accept the Member Services Policy #3 revisions as submitted by 
Staff and reviewed by Corporate Counsel with additional review of Section 3, 1 (b) at the 
May meeting. 

It was approved to print an addendum to accompany the Bylaws as an alternative to re¬ 
printing the Bylaws at this time. 

A motion was approved to contribute $ 1,000 to the CFC Integrity Fund for Electric Util¬ 
ity Services. 

Steve Cox was elected as the alternate for AIEC. 
A baseball team sponsorship in the amount of $300 was approved. 
The consideration of Touchstone dues was tabled until the May meeting. 
Consideration of the executive search was tabled until the May meeting. 
A donation of $200 to the Rainbow Riding Club for lighting was approved. 
Interim President/CEO Christman was authorized to contact Jerry Taylor and set up a 

Strategic Planning Session for the first week in June. 
Director Bicknell was commended for serving as Chairman of the Coles-Moultrie Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative Board for the past three years and further commended for taking time out 
of his busy schedule to travel in and out of state to further the success of the Cooperative 
by networking with other Cooperatives and their Chairmen. 

Director Finley presented a resolution for consideration at the May meeting regarding 
financial matters. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

The cooperative office will be closed on 
Tuesday, July 4th in observance of Independence Day. 

Have a safe holiday! 
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Ask us about “ The Power 
Protector” 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative is now 
offering EFI Electronics brand lightning and 

electric surge protection for both homes and 

businesses. 

EFI, a world leader in developing and 

manufacturing power quality products, makes 

devices that have some of the highest rated 

features available in surge protectors today. 

EFI stands behind its products with warran¬ 

ties ranging from 15 years to the lifetime of 

the product and connected equipment war¬ 

ranties up to $25,000. 

Why do you need surge 
protection? 

The cooperative can’t prevent electrical 

surges, especially lightning strikes, from hap¬ 

pening. You need to install surge protection 

for your home in order to protect your ex¬ 

pensive electric appliances and electronic 

equipment. 

When do power surges occur? 
You can’t see the typical power surges that 

bombard your appliances and electronics 

every day, nor do you know when surges 

might occur. However, you might see light¬ 

ning or hear thunder and realize that it would 

be a good idea to unplug everything. The 

problem is that you aren't always at home 

when a storm strikes. 

Power surges can enter your home over 

your electric lines, telephone lines, and TV 

antenna or satellite dish cable. With proper 

surge protection devices in place, you can 

guard against power surges coming in over 
any of these lines. 

Power surges can also be caused by com¬ 

mon disturbances on electric utility lines. 

These include tree limbs brushing the lines, 

auto accidents, birds or animals contacting 

the lines, or lightning strikes. However, many 

surges are caused by the homeowners’ own 

wiring and appliances. Compressors, vacuum 

cleaners, and air conditioners are all culprits 

capable of causing electrical surges. Poor 

grounding, loose wiring connections, bad 

wiring situations and overloaded circuits can 

also cause power surges. 

A CMEC has a solution to power 
surges 

Two levels of surge suppressors are re¬ 

quired to give whole house surge protection. 

. The first level consists of installing a surge 

■ suppressor on the main electrical service en¬ 

trance into the house. This can be installed at 

. the meter base (if the meter is on the build- 
■ ing) or at the main electrical service panel in 

‘ the house. This will protect all of your 

so-called “white appliances” such as your 

. refrigerator, range, washer, dryer, freezer, 

dishwasher, etc. 

The second level of protection involves 
using plugstrips and plug-in devices to pro- 

• tect your electronic equipment like comput¬ 

ers, TV’s, VCR’s, etc. These surge suppressors 

protect not only the electric lines, but also 

. the telephone lines and TV cables. 

Good grounding is a must — or 
surge protection won’t work! 
A wiring system that is properly grounded 

and registers 25 ohms or less, as recom¬ 

mended by the National Electrical Code, is 

necessary in order for surge suppressors to 

do their job effectively. All utility and equip¬ 

ment grounds must also be bonded together 

to one reference ground only. You will need 

to make sure grounds for all cable Ty tele¬ 

phone, satellite dishes and antennas are all 

bonded together at one single grounding 

point. 

Check out “The Power 
Protector” 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative will 

lease and install the whole house surge sup¬ 

pressors. A grounding inspection is required 

prior to a whole house surge suppressor be¬ 

ing installed. The cost for the inspection is 

$20. Once grounding meets the required 

specifications, the surge suppressor will be 

installed. The installation cost is $30. 

Plugstrips and plug-in devices can be pur¬ 

chased at the cooperative office. 

For more information about “The Power 

Protector”, contact our Member Services De¬ 

partment at 235-0341 or (888) 661-2632. 
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In April 2000, the City of Mattoon be¬ 
gan operation of its new water treatment 
facility located at 2941 Lake Road, 
Mattoon. The building is located south¬ 
east of Lake Paradise. 

The decision to build a new water 
treatment facility was made when the ex¬ 
isting facility, which was built in 1936, 
was unable to meet the stringent require¬ 
ments of the U.S. Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency’s 1993 Safe Drinking Water 
Act. After much discussion and planning, 
construction began in 1998. This facility 
is the first ever to be funded by the Illi¬ 
nois EPA’s Public Water Supply Loan Pro¬ 
gram. Construction costs were 
approximately $7.8 million. 

The new facility has the capacity to 
treat seven million gallons of raw water 
per day while meeting all current and 
anticipated drinking water mandates. In 
addition to the new facility, a new raw 
water intake and high service transmis¬ 
sion water main was installed. With ca¬ 
pacity at this level, the City of Mattoon 
should be able to handle any demand for 
the future. However, the building was 
designed with future expansion in mind 
should a capacity problem arise. 

The electrical needs for the facility are 
provided through a 1600 amp, 3-phase 
service capable of powering all equip¬ 
ment necessary for the water treatment 
process. 

The installation of a Caterpillar 635 
kW standby generator improves the effi¬ 
ciency of the building in two ways. First, 
should a power failure occur, the genera¬ 
tor has the ability to keep the facility op¬ 
erating until power can be restored. 
Second, by having a generator in place, 
the facility can utilize Coles-Moultrie’s 
Large Power Interruptible Rate for a con¬ 
siderable savings in utility costs. During 
peak demand periods, Coles-Moultrie 
calls for its interruptible accounts to cur¬ 
tail, or shut down, electric usage from 
noon to 10 p.m. During this period, the 
facility will continue to operate by using 
the generator. 

An open house was held on May 11 

and 13 to showcase the new facility. 
Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative was 
pleased to be one of nine sponsors for 
this event. This facility will serve the 
needs of Mattoon for decades to come. 
Coles-Moultrie is proud to have the op¬ 
portunity to serve the electrical needs of 
this facility. 

Mattoon wa¬ 
ter treatment 

plant open 
house 
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Steve Cox, 38, has been elected Chair¬ 
man of the Board of Directors. He has 

been a director of the Cooperative for two 

years. He is an Assistant Vice President of 

the Commercial and Farm loan Depart¬ 

ment of the First Bank and Trust of Paris 

and assists with the operation of a family 

farm in the Oakland area. 

He and his wife Linda are the parents 

‘ of three children. 

Cox is a member of the Antioch Bap- 

. tist Church of Oakland where he serves 
■ as Moderator and a member of the Oak¬ 

land Community Unit School District. He 

. is also secretary/clerk of the Ambraw As- 

• sociation of Separate Baptists. 

A graduate of Oakland High School, 

. Cox also has a Bachelor of Science de- 

• gree in Agribusiness Economics from 

' Southern Illinois University at 

Carbondale. 
. “I am looking forward to serving my 

• fellow members as Chairman of the 

Board of Directors and to help ensure 

. that the high quality of service that we 

• are all accustomed to continues,” com¬ 

ments Cox. 

Ads should be typed or printed neatly, and will be placed on a "first come, first served" basis - Remain¬ 

ing ads will appear in the next newsletter, along with ads receive after the 6th of the month. They should 

be 20 words or less-Use abbreviations-We reserve the right to edit in order to fit more ads in each month. 

For sale 

1982 Chevrolet Jamboree Rallye motor home, 20 foot, fiberglass body, 

350 engine, sleeps four, full bath, microwave, awning, Reese hitch, 

electric brake control, dual air, storage box, new in last two years: Onan 

generator, six tires, dual exhaust, oil pump, timing chain, towing cam, 

aluminum intake, two batteries. Asking $10,500. Call 856-2233. 

460 Novramp MP water softener, used five years, no longer needed because now have city wa¬ 
ter, $125. Call 268-4704. 

Nineteen sheets of corrugated metal roofing, nine feet long, $47.50. Call 844-2269. 

Want to buy 

Nintendo 64 tapes, anything that has cars. Call 345-5438. 

Name  

Service number   

Phone number  

(check one) 
□ For Sale □ Want to Trade □ Want to Buy □Give Away 
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There is no question that the crisis in rural America 

is reaching unprecedented levels. The growing gaps 

in investment and infrastructure-already too wide-are 
growing every day and making it harder and harder 
for rural Americans to participate in the 21st century 

economy Without serious attention, the entire coun¬ 

try will suffer as rural America falls behind. 

Electric cooperatives and our consumer-owners 

live these challenges every day. And while the crisis in 

the agricultural economy certainly plays a big part in 

this crisis, other infrastructure gaps contribute to the 

barriers that exist in overcoming these challenges. 

Internet use by rural households, for example, falls 

far below the rest of the country. In addition, educa¬ 

tion and health care services are suffering, and in¬ 

come levels lag far behind our counterparts in other 

regions of the country. 

But, for more than 65 years consumers in rural 

America have come together using cooperative efforts 

to overcome the challenges facing our communities. 

We are doing a great deal to close these gaps. But 

more needs to be done and we cannot do it alone. 

Congress recently recognized this fact when it took 

a giant step forward in closing the technology gap by 

^ enabling the delivery of local television broadcasts 

over satellite receivers to rural families that are unable 

to receive these signals over the air. The overwhelm- 

. ing votes in both the U.S. Senate and House are an 
■ indication that Congress recognizes the need for more 

attention to be paid to the needs in rural America. 

But industry is ignoring rural America. Just as the 

• big power companies ignored us 65 years ago, compa- 

' nies cashing in on the technology gold rush are ignor¬ 

ing rural Americans. For them, there is no gold in the 

■ hills and valleys of rural America. But we know it’s 

■ there. 

It is there in the will of rural Americans to succeed. 

. It is there in a labor market hungry for new opportu- 

■ nity. It is there in the resilience of rural people that 

has helped them through tough times before. 

With that resilience we’re going to do it again. 

■ Working in a strong public-private partnership, we are 

going to close the prosperity and infrastructure gaps 

. that hold rural America in the worst economic condi- 

■ tions we’ve seen in generations, and bring better 

’ times to many more families across this country. After 

all, we know how to do this-we’ve done it before. 

Water heating accounts for the second highest use 

of energy in most homes, after space heating and 

cooling. Just keeping your family supplied with hot 

water for bathing, doing laundry and washing dishes 

can cost up to $400 per year. And in many communi¬ 

ties, demands for water are outstripping supply, mak¬ 

ing water itself a scarce and valuable resource. 

Fortunately, it isn’t hard to save water and money 

by using hot water more efficiently. Here are a few 

simple steps you can take: 

• Cut back the temperature on your water heater 

to 115 F. Many water heaters are set as high as 140 F. 

Because most dishwashers now will heat water to the 

temperature needed to ensure that dishes are sani¬ 

tized, you can reduce the setting on your water 

heater. This not only saves energy but also helps the 

water heater last longer and reduces the risks of being 

scalded by hot water from your sink and tub faucets. 

• Insulate your water heater tank, especially if it’s 

located in an unheated space such as garage or base¬ 

ment. This helps the water stay hot longer and re¬ 

duces the amount of energy used. 

• Install low-flow showerheads and faucet controls. 

There are many types available at reasonable prices 

that provide the flow you need to shower and bathe 

without wasting water. Installing a simple aerator on 

an existing faucet will reduce the amount of water 

needed to provide a good, steady stream. 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 
104 Dewitt Avenue East 

EO. Box 709 

Mattoon, Illinois 61938-0709 

(217) 235-0341 
or 

(888) 661-2632 

Office hours: 

7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
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To report an outage 

First check your fuses or circuit 

breakers and see if your neighbors 

have power. 

If the problem appears to be 

with the cooperative's lines, call 

the office, give the name the 

service is listed under, and report 

any hazardous conditions. 

Collect calls will be accepted only 

when caller reports an outage. 

Both our office number, 

235-0341, and our tollfree number, 

(888) 661-CMEC, are manned 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year for 

your convenience. 

Many people across the nation 
will die this year in boating acci¬ 

dents. There’s a simple way to 

sharply lower the odds. Wear a 

life jacket when you are boating. 

More than 80 percent of 

boating deaths are caused by 

people not wearing life jackets. 

Don’t just sit on them or have 

them in a storage compartment 

— wear them. Floating seat cush¬ 

ions, ski belts and life preserver 

rings no longer qualify as re¬ 

quired flotation devices. Some 

other tips for boaters are: 

• Don’t drink and boat. 

Piloting a boat while under the 

influence of alcohol is just as dan¬ 

gerous as drinking and driving a 

car. 

• Most boating accidents are 

collisions. Keep a sharp lookout 

for other boats, swimmers or ski¬ 

ers and objects in the water while 

your boat is moving. 

• Don’t overload your boat 

with people or equipment, and 

make sure you have all Coast 

Guard required equipment on 

board. 

• Check the weather forecast 

just before you head out. Sudden 

late spring thunderstorms can be 

hazardous as well as unpleasant 
for boaters. 

'i£~tZVrv& t<> 'teCx/ie/ 

Refrigerators are among the 

biggest energy-users in American 

homes. You might want to take a 

look at yours and decide if you 

should retire it in favor of a new, 

more efficient model. An old inef¬ 

ficient model can cost you more 

than $100 more per year to oper¬ 

ate than a new one and puts 

more waste heat into your home, 

too, putting an extra strain on air 

conditioning. 

The good news is that the 

most efficient standard refrigera¬ 

tors are less expensive. The bad 

news is that many of the features 

consumers want, such as auto¬ 

matic icemakers and on-door ice 

and water dispensers, make re¬ 

frigerators less efficient. You have 

to consider your family’s needs to 

make the best choice. 

Some points to consider if 

you’re refrigerator shopping: 

• Side-by-side refrigerator/ 

freezers use more energy than 

top-freezer models. 

^ • It costs much less to buy and 

operate one large refrigerator 

than two small ones. 

• Piling things on top of the 

refrigerator can affect air circula¬ 

tion. Keep it clear. 

• Check the interior tempera- 

■ tures of your fridge and freezer 

with a separate thermometer. For 

. maximum food safety and energy 

efficiency, the refrigerator should 

stay around 35 to 40 F, the freezer 

from 0 to 5 F. 

• Clean the condenser coils 

once a year to help 

the fridge 

run effi¬ 

ciently. 

Mount 

. your refrig¬ 

erator on a 

’ wheeled plat¬ 

form or slides 

to make access 

to the coils in 

the back simpler. 
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Often, we take our utility services 
for granted because they have be¬ 
come a part of our daily lives. For us 
to enjoy the convenience of reliable, 
uninterrupted service, distribution 
systems are required to bring utilities 
into our homes. These services arrive 
at our homes through overhead and 
underground lines. Overhead lines 
can be either electric, telephone or 
cable television. Underground lines 
include these three, plus water, 
sewer and natural 
gas. The location 
of these lines 
should have a direct 
impact on your tree 
and planting site se¬ 
lection. The ultimate, 
mature height of a 
tree to be planted 
must be within the 
available over¬ 
head growing 
space. Just as importantly, the soil 
area must be large enough to accom¬ 
modate the particular rooting habits 
and ultimate trunk diameter of the 
tree. Proper tree and site selection 
will provide trouble-free beauty and 
pleasure for years to come. 

Overhead lines 
Overhead utility lines are the 

easiest to see and probably the ones 
we take most for granted. Although 
these lines look harmless enough, 
they can be extremely dangerous. 
Planting tall growing trees under and 

near these lines will ultimately re¬ 
quire your utility to prune them to 
maintain safe clearance from the 
wires. This pruning may result in the 
tree having an unnatural appearance. 
Periodic pruning can also lead to a 
shortened life span for the tree. 
Trees which must be pruned away 
from power lines are under greater 
stress and more susceptible to insects 
and disease. Small, immature trees 
planted today can become problem 

trees in the fu¬ 
ture. Tall grow¬ 
ing trees near 
overhead lines 
can cause ser¬ 
vice interrup¬ 
tions when 
trees contact 
wires. Children 
or adults climb¬ 
ing in these 
trees can be 

severely injured or even killed if 
they come in contact with the wires. 
Proper selection and placement of 
trees in and around overhead utili¬ 
ties can eliminate potential safety 
hazards, reduce expenses for utilities 
and their consumers and improve 
the appearance of landscapes. 

Underground lines 
Trees are much more than just 

what you see overhead. Many-times 
the root area is larger than the 
branch spread above ground. Much 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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A regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative was held at the offices 
of the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt Av¬ 
enue, East, Mattoon, Illinois, at 7 
p.m. on May 25, 2000. The meeting 
was called to order by Steve Cox, 
Chairman. After calling the roll, the 
following directors were reported 
present: Willie Johnson, Joe 
Bicknell, David Finley, Mark Degler, 
Steve Cox, Joe Grant, and David 
Collins. Also present were Chris 
Christman, Interim President/CEO; 
Sheila Doty, Controller; Darla 
Rankins, Benefits Administrator; 
Jerry Edwards of Shick & Tapella; 
Chad Ogren of NRTC; and members 
Dean Robison and Scott Uphoff. 

Chad Ogren from NRTC gave a 
presentation on “Cooperative Home 
Advantage”. 

Sheila Doty gave the Financial 
Report. 

Director Bicknell gave AIEC Board 
Meeting report. 

Director Degler gave the Soyland 
Board Meeting report. 

Interim President/CEO Christman 
presented the President & CEO re¬ 
port. 

Director Degler was named as 
CMEC’s representative on the 
Soyland/Allegheny Board of Direc¬ 
tors with Chris Christman as the al¬ 
ternate. 

A motion was approved to allow 
member Dean Robison to review 
the membership list and to make 
notes and produce the mailing la¬ 
bels himself. 

The board approved the staff’s 
recommendations on Member Ser¬ 
vices Policy #3. 

The expenditure for a safety ac¬ 
creditation award including the 
Touchstone Energy® logo was ap¬ 
proved. 

A motion was approved to accept 
the 2000 Operating Budget pending 
any further changes. 

Director fees and expenses were 
approved. 

Approval was given for Director 
Degler to attend the NRECA summer 
school. 

Membership in Touchstone En¬ 
ergy was approved for another year. 

There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned. 

(Continued from page 16a) 

of the utility service provided today 
is buried below ground. Tree roots 
and underground lines often 
co-exist without problems. However, 
trees planted near underground 
lines could have their roots damaged 
if the lines need to be dug up for 
repairs. 

The biggest danger to under¬ 
ground lines occurs during planting. 
Before you plant, make sure that you 
are aware of the location of any un¬ 
derground utilities. To be certain 
that you do not accidentally dig into 
any lines and risk serious injury or 

^ costly service interruption, call JULIE 
(Joint Utility Locating Information for 

[ Excavators) at (800) 892-0123 first. 
Never assume that utility lines are 

■ buried deeper than you plan to dig. 
In some cases, utility lines are very 

. close to the surface. 
Determining where to plant a 

tree is a decision that should not be 
. taken lightly. Many factors should be 
■ considered prior to planting. When 

planning what type of tree to plant, 
. remember to look up and look down 
■ to determine where the tree will be 

located in relation to overhead and 
. underground utility lines. 
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A swimming pool is a great ame¬ 
nity, but it can be a big energy user, 
too. There are ways you can enjoy 
your pool this summer and still use 
electricity wisely. 

For instance, consider the pool 
pump. A one-horsepower pump run¬ 
ning for 12 hours at 10.5 cents per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh) will cost almost 
$40 per month to operate. To save 
some of that cost, run your pool 
pumps only as long as you really 
need to keep the pool clean. For 
convenience, install a timer to con¬ 
trol when the pump comes on and 
how long it runs. 

If your pool is heated, leaving it 
uncovered can waste an enormous 
amount of energy, as all that heat ra- 

A diates out into the air. You can end 
up spending more to heat your pool 
than your whole house. So invest in a 
good pool cover, which will also re¬ 
duce evaporation of the water in your 
pool and can help reduce the 
amount of chemicals you must put in 
the water. 

Pool covers can be either trans¬ 
parent or opaque; each has its advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages, and both 
will virtually eliminate heat loss. A 
transparent cover will also provide 
some solar heating for your pool, re¬ 
ducing the amount of energy you use 
to heat the water. Talk to your pool 
supplier about the best choice for 
your pool. 
Source: Florida Power & Light. 

WpiA' 

Did you know that more than 
70,000 Americans are treated every 
year in hospital emergency rooms for 
lawn mower injuries? Injuries from 

lawn mower accidents include 
burns, thrown objects, falls, 

dismemberment and electric 
shock. However, 
there are common- 
sense safety tips you 

can follow that are 
recommended by Underwrit¬ 

ers Laboratories (UL), an indepen¬ 
dent, not-for-profit product safety 
testing and certification organization. 
UL recommends you do the follow¬ 
ing when operating a lawn mower: 
1. Read the owner’s manual - it 

contains important safety and 
emergency instructions. 
If you have a gasoline-powered 
mower, be sure to follow all the 
safety instructions for gasoline. 
These include filling the mower 
with gas outside. 
Always start a gas mower outside 
on level ground. 

2. 

3. 

A 4. Never use electric lawn mowers 
on wet grass. Be sure to use an 
extension cord made for outdoor 
use and rated for the power 
needs of your mower. 

5. With an electric mower, you can 
reduce the risk of cutting the 
cord by starting mowing nearest 
Othe electrical outlet. Then, mow 
away from the outlet so that the 
power cord is behind you. 
Make sure all mower safety 
guards are in place. Keep the 
blades sharp. 
If you hit an object or have a 
problem, ALWAYS turn the mower 
off before looking at the prob¬ 
lem. If it’s an electric, ALWAYS un¬ 
plug the cord. 

8. Wear proper shoes. Shoes should 
provide good traction so you 
won’t slip, and soles should be 
sturdy to resist punctures. 

9. NEVER leave a lawn mower en¬ 
gine running or the blades en¬ 
gaged when it is unattended. 

6. 

^FktAjed/ tv iwetrtfte, 
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There are several matters you may want to consider 
when choosing a manufactured home. 

How do I want my home to 
look? 

You may select from a variety of 
exterior designs, depending upon 
your taste and your budget. External 
siding options come in a variety of 
colors and materials including metal, 
vinyl, wood or hardboard. You also 
may select such outside design fea¬ 
tures as a bay window, a gable front, 
or a pitched roof with shingles. Aw¬ 
nings, enclosures around the crawl 
space, patio covers, decks and steps 
are available. 

What size home and floor 
plan do I want? 

Manufactured homes are available 
in a variety of plans that include spa¬ 
cious living rooms, dining rooms, 
fully equipped kitchens, one or more 
bedrooms, family rooms and utility 
rooms. Depending upon your needs 
and the size of your lot, you can 
choose a single-section home plan or 
a larger multi-section design. Homes 
range in size from 400 to 2500 square 
feet. 

What interior options and 
features are available? 

Manufactured homes have many 
options and features for a variety of 
floor plans. You also can choose 
color and quality options for carpets 
and wall coverings; and you can 
choose other features such as custom 
cabinets, window designs and 
wood-burning fireplaces. Some 
home models and manufacturers of¬ 
fer more custom options than others. 
Ask your retailer what options are of¬ 
fered. What appliance packages are 
available? Most manufactured homes 
are sold with a refrigerator and 
range. But some appliance packages 
may include a microwave oven, trash 

A compactor, garbage disposal, washer/ 
dryer and built-in indoor grill. 

• What energy-efficiency op- 
\ tions are available? 

The National Manufactured 
Home Construction and Safety Stan- 

. dards require different energy- 
■ efficiency levels for the three tem¬ 

perature zones of the United States. 
. However, you may wish to increase 
■ your home’s energy efficiency. There 

are a variety of optional energy pack- 
. ages available, such as increased insu- 
■ lation, double and triple-glazed 

windows, sheathing products, 
. self-storing storm windows, and 
■ “high-efficiency” water heaters, fur¬ 

naces, refrigerators and air condi- 
. tioners. Ask your retailer about 
■ available energy-saving features and 

their costs. You should note the 
. “heating certificate,” which specifies 
■ the temperature zone for which the 

home is designed, and the “comfort 
. cooling certificate,” which specifies 
■ the appropriate central air condition¬ 

ing system for the home. Both certifi- 
. cates are located on the inside of the 
■ home. You should not place your 

home in a climate zone for which it 
. was not designed. 

; Can I move my home to an- 
■ other location or even an- 
\ other state? 

If there is a chance that you 
■ might relocate your home to another 
| state, find out about state laws cover- 
. ing transportation of manufactured 
■ homes. Some states, particularly east- 
] ern states, have certain regulations, 
. such as weight, size or width limita- 
■ tions, that may prevent you from 

moving your home. Of course, if you 
. do move your home, you will be 
■ faced with extra expenses. Besides 

(Continued on page l6j) 
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(Continued from page I6e) 
transporting costs, which include li¬ 
censing fees to take your home 
through a state, you again will have 
the cost of foundation construction, 
installation and utility hookups. 

What written warranty cov¬ 
erage is offered on the home, 
its transportation, and its in¬ 
stallation on the home site? 

Nearly all manufacturers offer a 
written warranty on the home itself. 

There are, however, important differ¬ 
ences among warranties. For ex¬ 
ample, manufacturers’ warranties may 
exclude coverage of installation and 
transportation (although reliable re¬ 
tailers or contractors usually offer 
written warranties on these services). 
Although you may never need such 
warranty services, it is a good idea to 
review the coverage of any warranties 
that are offered before you buy. 
Source: Federal Consumer Informa¬ 
tion Center 

Ads should be typed or printed neatly, and will be placed on a "first 
come, first served" basis - Remaining ads will appear in the next 

newsletter, along with ads receive after the 6th of the month. They 
should be 20 words or less-Use abbreviations-We reserve the right 
to edit in order to fit more ads in each month. 

For Sale 
1998 Windsport motor home, 29 foot, Ford chassis, less than 

10,000 miles, tan and hunter green, like new, no smokers or pets 
have been in the motor home. Call 345-4317. 

1982 Chevrolet Jamboree Rallye motor home, 20 foot, fiberglass 
body, 350 engine, sleeps four, full bath, microwave, awning, Reese 
hitch, electric brake control, dual air, storage box. New in last two 
years: Onan generator, six tires, dual exhaust, oil pump, timing 
chain, towing cam, aluminum intake, two batteries. Asking $10,500. 
Call 856-2233. 

Igloo dog house, medium sized, $25. Call 932-5847. 

Two 55 gallon galvanized drums, $25 each; Craftsman hedge 
trimmer, $15; food dryer, $25. Call 258-6638. 

Name 

Service number  

Phone number  
(check one) 

Q For Sale Q Want to Trade Q Want to Buy QGive Away 

COUES-MOULTRIE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
104 Dewitt Avenue East • RO. Box 709 • Mattoon, Illinois 61938-0709 

(217) 235-0341 or (888) 661-2632 • Office hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
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Fire on the Prairie Air Festival 
Two Great Weekends of Family Fun 

Aug. 4-6 and Aug. 11-13,2000, Rantoul, IL 

Fun for the whole family! 

• Balloons, Balloons, Balloons 
• Circus and Carnival 
• Fox Kids Club 
• Family Entertainment 
• Food and other activities 

• Kids 14 and under are free. 
• Come see the Touchstone 

Energy Balloon 
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To report an outage 

First check your fuses or circuit 

breakers and see if your neighbors 

have power. 

If the problem appears to be 

with the cooperative's lines, call 

the office, give the name the 

service is listed under, and report 

any hazardous conditions. 

Collect calls will be accepted only 

when caller reports an outage. 

Both our office number, 

235-0341, and our tollfree number, 

(888) 661-CMEC, are manned 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year for 

your convenience. 

4JvotA& tv A&ict 
The Rainbow Riding Club 

will be holding open horse 
shows on Sunday, August 20th 

and Sunday, September 24th. 
The shows are open to the 
public, however, you must be 
a member of the Rainbow 
Riding Club to participate in 
the shows. For a one year 
single membership, the cost is 
$3 or $5 for a family. 

A saddle donated by Boot 
City in Terre Haute, Ind., will 
be raffled on September 24th. 

A Tickets may be purchased from 
. club members or at Boot City. 

The Rainbow Riding Club 
is located five miles north of 

. Mattoon off North 33rd Street 
• or six miles South of Areola 

and five miles west off Route 
. 45 North of Mattoon at Cooks 
• Mills Road (follow signs). 

For more information, call 
. Katie and Kendra Copeland at 
■ 234-9365; Timmie Gass at 

258-8720; or Brian Gass at 
• 234-3710. 

Have you ever known or 
seen a child who has lost their 
hair due to chemotherapy 
treatments for cancer? Ever 
think of how that child felt as 
a result of losing their hair? 

Every year thousands of 
children receive such cancer 
treatments and suffer the same 
ill effects. Besides contending 
with the disease, many chil¬ 
dren become embarrassed or 
self-conscious about their hair 
loss. As a result, the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives (AIEC) will be 
collecting new or unused 
baseball-style caps for the 
“Caps for Kids” program. 

Mary Zitek, AIEC Safety 
Technician, is the coordinator 

for the project. The deadline 
for caps is November 30th. 
“How many times do you re¬ 
ceive baseball-style caps from a 
variety of sources only to 
throw them into a closet?” she 
asks. 

Any cooperative member 
wishing to participate in this 
program can drop off caps at 
Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative’s office at 104 
Dewitt Avenue East, Mattoon. 

Once collected, the caps 
will be taken to the AIEC in 
Springfield where they will 
then be sent to the Utilities 
Division of the National Safety 
Council, which will forward 
them to the “Caps for Kids” 
program. 

A 
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