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Don't let carbon monoxide sneak up on you this winter! 
It has been said that the chief 

cause of problems is solutions — 
those things we do to solve one 
problem leads to another. That is 
true of the steps we’ve taken over 
the years to combat the energy 
crunch. 

Years ago, when coal, oil or pro¬ 
pane heated most homes, and when 
those fuels were inexpensive, it was 
easy to keep a house warm. If we 
felt chilly, we just built a bigger fire. 

Houses were built with little 
thought to air infiltration, because it 
didn’t matter much. Then energy 
costs rose dramatically. There were 
families whose energy bills matched 
or exceeded their mortgage pay¬ 
ments, and it became necessary to 
find a remedy to that problem. 

One solution was to snug up 
houses. We did that by adding insu¬ 
lation, weather-stripping, by caulk¬ 
ing in places where different kinds of 
material joined. 

People who built new homes 
were encouraged to “build tight,” 
and that helped with heating and 
cooling. But it brought problems, 
too. Those old drafty houses had 
one advantage: any carbon monox¬ 
ide generated by the cook stove 
and/or furnace went out through all 
those cracks, along with some of the 
heated air. 

When we set out to tighten up 
our homes, we made it harder for 
the heat to escape and the carbon 
monoxide as well. 

Carbon monoxide (CO), which is 
generated any time something 

burns, is particularly deadly be¬ 
cause it is invisible and odorless. 
Many people save themselves from 
fire because they can smell smoke, 
or see it, or they can see flames. CO 
is a sneaky killer, and its effects can 
be cumulative. More than 250 
people die each year in the U.S. be¬ 
cause of CO, and some 10,000 seek 
medical help after being exposed to 
it. 

Carbon monoxide is more of a 
problem in winter than in summer, 
because furnaces use a lot of fuel, 
and the more fuel that’s burned, the 
more CO that’s generated. And 
we’re much less likely to have a win¬ 
dow or door slightly ajar, as we are 
in the summer. Then there’s always 
the temptation to warm up the car 
while it’s in the garage. Never do 
that! 

In addition to furnaces and cook 
stoves, other sources of CO can be 
wood-burning stoves, fossil-fueled 
water heaters and clothes dryers. 
Barbecue grills, kerosene stoves 
and camping heaters, which are 
sometimes used by people desper¬ 
ate for warmth, are especially haz¬ 
ardous. 9511-37 

People subjected to low levels of 
CO experience nausea, dizziness, 
vomiting, headaches, confusion and 
fatigue, while high-level exposure 
results in diarrhea, impaired vision, 
abdominal pain, convulsions and 
coma. If they don’t get away from 
the CO, death will result. 

Low-level CO poisoning is often 
confused for flu, partly because 

both tend to be most prevalent dur¬ 
ing winter. 

The elderly, the very young and 
the sick are the first to suffer the ef¬ 
fects of CO poisoning, and in preg¬ 
nant women, the fetus is the first to 
be affected. 

There are several things you can 
do to protect yourself. Probably the 
first line of defense should be to 
make a point of having any fossil- 
fueled appliance checked by a pro¬ 
fessional serviceman every year, 
preferably at the beginning of the 
heating season. Obviously, you 
should seek help immediately any 
time you smell gas. 

Another wise step is to buy and 
use a CO detector. For years, safety 
experts urged people to put smoke 
detectors in their homes and to 
keep their batteries up to date. That 
campaign has saved many lives and 
prevented a lot of property damage. 

CO detectors can do the same. 
While they’re not as cheap as 
smoke detectors, the prices of CO 
protection are coming down. Now’s 
the time to go to your home supply 
store and buy a CO detector. 

There are different kinds, and 
part of the difference is in how the 
unit is powered. Some plug into a 
wall outlet, while others use batter¬ 
ies. Some have a digital display that 
shows the CO level in the air, while 
others sound an alarm when the CO 
level reaches a certain point. 

We at WIEC hope you’ll help 
make the winter season safer by in¬ 
vesting in a CO detector. 

Safety Fair.......   
Board meeting summary 

16b&c 
.... 16d 
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WIEC hosts the fourth annual Safety Fair 
On a blustery, rainy day in Oc¬ 

tober, over 350 fifth graders with 
their teachers and chaperones de¬ 
scended on the Carthage Exten¬ 
sion Center. They were coming to 
the fourth annual WIEC Safety 
Fair. Their purpose was to learn 
how to live smart, keep safe, and 
yet have fun. WIEC sponsors the 
Safety Fair to teach kids what to 
do in case of an emergency. 

The kids went through different 
stations learning about different 

types of safety, such as Poison 
Awareness, Natural Gas Safety 
and Fire Extinguisher Use. They 
also toured the Smoke House, 
watched a drug dog in action, and 
saw WIEC linemen demonstrate 
their safety equipment. The Air 
Evac Liveteam 5 helicopter was 
able to land and the crew an¬ 
swered the questions the kids 
asked. The kids observed a Live 
Line Demonstration and listened 
to a magician whose message 

was to say no to drugs. It was a 
full day and the kids had a lot of 
fun. Teachers wrote us that they 
felt it was a very worthwhile field 
trip with information to last them a 
lifetime. 10529-65 

WIEC hopes the Safety Fair will 
give the kids the tools they need if 
faced with an emergency. Our 
goal is for one child to remember 
something that they learned from 
the Safety Fair. If that happens, 
then the day was a success. 

Linemen Mark Kissinger, Eric Johnson and Harold Enzeroth show the kids 

some of the equipment they use to protect themselves from electrical shock. 

A S'* grader from Warsaw operates a 

fire extinguisher under the watchful 

eye of Sam Mogler, a Getz Fire Extin¬ 
guisher representative. 

Joanna Thomas from the Hancock County Health Depart¬ 

ment explains some of the household cleaners and chemicals 

that are poisonous. She passed out Mr. Yuck stickers for kids to 

put on the bottles to remind them of the dangers. 

Tina Stufflebeem, a 5th grader from Union Elementary School, 

writes, "when I went home I put the Mr. YUck sticker on the 
bleach so my brother knows not to drink it." 

Carthage students go through the Smoke 

House, sponsored by the Carthage Clipper Fire 

Department. 

Molly Rose of Union explains, "Now I know 

not to feel the door with the inside of my hand." 
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Ifyle Finley of Live Line Demos, Inc. 

gave a Live Line demonstration. He 

showed the kids the power of elec¬ 

tricity by popping balloons and frying 
a hot dog. He also spoke of the dan¬ 
gers of electricity when around a pool 
and also when flying kites. 

"The reason I liked the live line 

demo is because I learned more about 

interesting stuff. Now I'm more aware 

about power lines," says Autumn 
Jones of Warsaw Elementary. 

Chris Egelston brought his magic 
show with the message — the magic 

is in you, not drugs. Chris used his 

magic to get and keep the kids atten¬ 

tion during a 45-min. show. 

"I also liked the Magic Show be¬ 

cause I thought the guy was really 

funny," Lacey Thurman of Warsaw 

writes, "and I also liked when he did 
the belt and the boxers popped out." 

To sum it all up, John of Warsaw 

Elementary says it best. "I learned a 

lot of things and would like to thank 
you for taking your time to show us 
how to be safe and careful around 

dangerous household things." 

Welcome new WIEC would like to say thanks to: 

members: Sly Fox Foods 

Bish, Cindy L., Niota for ordering the food and cooking the hot dogs. 

Clark, Douglas E., Nauvoo 
Crofoot, Sally Ann, Carthage Carthage Hardee's 

Ellis, Gary & Michelle, Niota for donating the orange drinks and cups. 

Erlenbush, Laura, Carthage 
Huddleston, Dave, Carthage Dairy Queen 

Macon, MO for donating the ketchup packets. 

March, John W., LaHarpe 
Newlon, Samuel A. & John's TV of Carthage 

Teresa S., Hamilton for providing the TVs for the presentations. 

Olson, Frank A., Dallas City 
Rakestraw, Diane L., Niota Pat Goetz, Jeanne Menke and Jay Morrison 

Speer, Aaron & for helping serve the meal. 

Denise, Basco 
Stonger, Jane Christine, The Safety Fair is a lot of work and every employee of WIEC 

LaHarpe contributed to make it a success — whether by manning the 

Strong hurst Realty Corp., phones at the office during the Fair, serving hot dogs, taking pic- 

Stronghurst tures, answering questions, picking up TV’s, or setting up chairs. 

Terrell, Evelyn, Sutter It was a group effort. The members of Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, should be proud of the hard work and dedication shown 
by the employees. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 
Haven Vaughn — 

Vice President, Lomax 

Briscoe Menke — Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — Director, 
Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampiey —- Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 
Virginia Hurwitz — 

Adm. Asst. 
Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 
Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will 
give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC 
News. 

Last Meeting 

Directors present: Rampiey, 
Wear, Vaughn, Morrison, Menke, 
and Newton. Absent: Gronewold. 
Also present: Dion, Hurwitz & 
Hartzell 

President Wear recognized Mr. 
& Mrs. Estel Neff and their attor¬ 
ney who were in attendance and 
wished to express their concerns 
about the trimming of trees and 
shrubbery in section 31 of Sonora 
Township. 6630-48 

September 1998, had a margin 
of $86,791.00; total margins for 
the year through September 30, 
1998 were $278,275.00; net TIER 
for the year to date was 2.18. 

Due to Christmas Eve falling on 
regular meeting date in December, 

Summary of 
Board Meeting 
— October 22, 

1998 

the December board meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, December 
22, 1998, at 7 p.m. 

Motion was duly made, sec¬ 
onded and carried that the wages 
and salaries for the upcoming 
year be approved in accordance 
with the schedule presented to the 
board by the manager. Approval 
was given to a request for an ERC 
loan for a ground source heat 
pump for Tom & Shelly Schilson in 
the amount of $6,000. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 

Hey, Kids 1 ■ 

F U S E W T D S E P O D L Q z 
L J F B I C R J O Y u 1 L M B 
G I O P R Q W L E R T S A S D 
M U R H E L E C T R 1 C I T Y 
Z W Y Y U I O P L K N 0 B H X 
E S B W J L I N E M A N C G V 
H D T O I A T O N K 1 N T I K 
A M P S X R Z A W Q R E S L I 
R Y U p J U E H M P O C E Y L 
D I G G E R T R U C K T A T O 
H T Z A Q Y Z C F I E Z G I W 
A R R E S T O R O I R M N R A 
T R G L P O Y E V E Y 1 P U T 
P B R E A K E R T B V C X C T 
C P A X C B R E E N 1 G N E L 
O U T A G E M U I O T R E S W 

Hey Kids (and adults too) — try to find as many words as you can 
that have to do with electricity. Just a hint there are 18 words in 
all and they are listed below. Good luck and have fun!!! 7530-34 

Electricity Guy wire Wire Breaker Rural 
Disconnect Digger Truck Pole Hard Hat Arrestor 
Security Light Lineman Engineer • Meter Fuse 
Outage Amps Kilowatt 
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Hey, my power is off...now what? 
Before calling our office to 

report the outage, you might 
want to see if you could deter¬ 
mine what the trouble is. 
Checking first can save you 
money. We will come out and 
take care of any problems on 
our side of the meter, which is 
from the lines to the meter, at 
no charge. From the meter to 
the house or barn is the re¬ 
sponsibility of the member. 
This includes fuses or breakers 
on the service panel. If the 
problem is on your side, we will 
be happy to come out and take 
care of it. However, we can 
charge for the service call and 
material used. If the trip is dur¬ 
ing evenings, weekends or 
holidays, overtime rates can 
apply. Again, if it is our equip¬ 
ment that is the problem, there 
will be no charge. 8-S968 

There are several things to 
check to see if the trouble is on 
“your side of the meter.” 
1. Check to see if the electricity 
is off in the entire house or 
barn or is it off in only part. 
2. Check to see if fuses are 
blown. Also, make sure they 
are secured tightly in their 
holders. Keep new fuses on 
hand and change them ac¬ 
cording to directions. Throw 
away old fuses to avoid confu¬ 

sion. For our 
member’s 
conve¬ 
nience, 
WIEC sells 
fuses. Ask 
about them 
the next 
time you’re 
in the office. 
3. If you 
have a cir¬ 
cuit breaker 
system, 
check to 
see that the breakers are not 
tripped. Push the handle to the 
“off” position before flipping it 
to the “reset” position. 
4. If your meter is on a pole, 
check both your service panel 
and any fuses or breakers that 
are located on the pole below 
the meter. Do this whether you 
have fuses or circuit breakers. 
5. Check with your neighbors 
to see if they have service. We 
can sometimes find the prob¬ 
lem easier if we know that it is 
a line outage or just a single 
service. iz-ZVLL 
6. After completing these 
checks, CALL OUR OFFICE TO 
REPORT THE OUTAGE. Please 
don’t assume that someone 
else has called. Unfortunately, 
we have had members out of 

power all night needlessly be¬ 
cause they thought that some¬ 
one else had called. When 
calling to report an outage, 
please give us your map loca¬ 
tion number for that particular 
service. This is particularly im¬ 
portant if you have more than 
one service. By having the map 
location number, we will know 
if it is your residence or your 
grain bin that is out of service. 
This number is on the bill in a 
gray box on the left side of the 
bill stub. Still can’t find it? Call 
our office and we will be happy 
to give it to you. The map loca¬ 
tion tells us exactly where the 
meter is. A mailing address or 
the road coordinates won’t tell 
us much unless we want to 
mail you something. 

Inside 
■ More cold weather tips     18b 
■ Soup and layering...................................................................................................... 18c 
■ New members, board notes           168d 
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Waiting for power to be restored 
Once you have called our 

office and we are aware of the 
outage, be assured that we will 
be doing our very best to re¬ 
store service to you in the 
shortest time possible. Once in 
a while though, Mother Nature 
deals us a humdinger of a 
storm and it may take a while 
to restore your power. (Re¬ 
member last March 8th?) You 
can do your part by being pre¬ 
pared for the worst: 

• Have a flashlight with extra 
batteries, for each mem¬ 
ber of the family. Also, 
have candles and 
matches that are easily 
accessible. 

• Keep a portable radio 

handy with fresh batteries 
close by. 

• Have a manual can opener 
and a supply of canned 
ready-to-eat food in the 
pantry. Kids will think it’s 
great that they’re “camp¬ 
ing out” inside. 

• Make arrangements with a 
family member or neigh¬ 
bor that heats with wood 
or has a generator to stay 
with during an extended 
outage. 

During the outage: 
• Keep your refrigerator and 

freezer closed. The con¬ 
tents should be safe for at 
least 24 hours in the fridge 

and 36 in the freezer. In 
winter, food may be stored 
in the garage or a sealed 
box outside. Let ol’ man 
winter keep your food 
cold! 

• Close draperies to reduce 
heat loss through win¬ 
dows. Open drapes in the 
daytime to use the sun to 
warm the room. Select 
one room to use. Close 
doors to all other rooms. 
Bundle up in warm cloth¬ 
ing or blankets. 

• BE VERY CAREFUL WHEN 
USING KEROSENE HEAT¬ 
ERS. They can be deadly 
in a confined space that is 
not adequately vented. 

February 
snows 

According to the 
Guinness Book of 
World Records, Febru¬ 
ary holds some world 
record for snowfall. The 
record from a single 
storm is 189 inches at 
Mt. Shasta Ski Bowl, 
CA. The snow fell be¬ 
tween Feb. 13 and 19, 
1959. For a 24-hour pe¬ 
riod, the record is 78 
inches of snow at Coo¬ 
per River Division, AK 
on Feb. 7, 1963. 

Give frozen pipes the 
cold shoulder 

Each winter 250,000 homes 
suffer water damage from fro¬ 
zen pipes. Proper prevention, 
however, can protect 
homeowners from this costly 
household disaster. 

Plastic and metal pipes can 
freeze if exposed to freezing tem¬ 
peratures. State Farm Fire and Casu¬ 
alty Company notes that frozen pipes 
can build up thousands of pounds of 
pressure downstream from the ice until 
they burst. A one-eighth inch crack can spew more than 250 
gallons of water a day. 

A pipe break while homeowners are away can be particu¬ 
larly devastating. Experts caution against lowering thermo¬ 
stats below 55°F, even if the home will be vacant for a long 
period of time. Letting your faucets trickle slightly also will 
help keep pipes from bursting by preventing pressure from 
building. 

Pipes in crawl spaces and attics should be insulated with 
products approved by an independent testing organization 
such as Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. Pipes that are lo¬ 
cated inside building insulation should be checked for expo¬ 
sure to cold air through cracks or openings such as those 
for cable or telephone wires. 

For a free brochure that includes additional tips for pre¬ 
venting frozen pipes, write: No Frozen Pipes, Public Affairs 
Dept., State Farm Insurance, One State Farm Plaza, 
Bloomington, Illinois 61710. 
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Nothing warms the body 
and spirit like a hot cup of 
soup on a cold February 
day. 

Campbell’s has be¬ 
come almost synony¬ 
mous with soup in 
the U.S. since the 
company began 
producing its 
canned, condensed 
soups in 1897. Devel¬ 
oped by Chemist John I. 

Soup is M'm good! 
Dorrance, the idea of con¬ 

densed soup was revolution¬ 
ary for its time. By reducing 

the water in canned 
soup, the company 
was able to lower 
costs for packaging, 
shipping and storage. 
Campbell’s was thus 

able to offer its prod¬ 
uct for a dime a can ver¬ 

sus the 30 or more cents 

being charged for a 32-ounce 
can by competitors. 

Some of the more popular 
and long-standing varieties of 
Campbell’s Soups have been 
consumed by generations. To¬ 
mato was introduced in 1897, 
while Cream of Mushroom and 
Chicken Noodle first appeared 
in 1934. Today, Americans eat 
approximately 2.5 billion bowls 
of these three soups each year. 

Wrap up for winter warmth 
If you are planning to be out¬ 

side during frigid weather, it’s 
important to dress prop¬ 
erly and protect yourself 
against hypothermia and 
frostbite. 

Hypothermia occurs 
when the temperature of 
your body’s core, the 
chest and abdomen, 
falls below normal. This 
causes the body to go into a 
type of shock that restricts the 
flow of blood to the extremities 
in order to protect the core. 
The victim loses feeling in the 

EKALFWONS 

JCDHZ I KSR 

NSLOPETLE 

SKATERSEC 

NDFCOLDGA 

OSNOWMANR 

WL I CPUAAL 

SEVOLGB I L 

UDNAGRFWI 

I DJOZTUCH 

TYBLADESN 

MORLLIHCW 

T I C I C L E A 0 

BRRRTF I RD 

ICYTSORFM 

hands and feet, muscles 
stiffen, and the brain 
shuts down. 
You cannot contract 

frostbite if the tempera¬ 
ture is above freezing, 
no matter what the 
“wind chill factor.” How¬ 
ever, when the tempera¬ 
ture is falls below 
freezing, exposed skin 

can be frozen within 10 or 15 
minutes. 

The National Safety Council 
advises that you dress warmly 

A Winter 
Snowflake Ice 
Toboggan Mug 
Snowsuit Icy 
Snowman 
Hot cocoa 
Downhill racers 
Icicle 
Drift 
Skaters 
Gloves 
Mittens 
Scarf 
Blades 
Slope 
Frosty 
Angels 
Pond 
Sled 
Lift 
Ski 

and in layers. Since your head 
and neck lose heat more rap¬ 
idly than any other parts of the 
body, you should wear a wool 
hat and a scarf; a turtleneck 
sweater will help too. Mittens 
provide better protection than 
gloves, since gloves expose 
more surface area to the cold. 
Wool socks and waterproof 
boots will help keep feet warm 
and dry. If you wear an extra 
pair of socks, be sure they fit 
loosely so warm air can be cir¬ 
culated between layers. 

Wonderland 
Chill 
BRRR 
Cold 

Answer Key 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Briscoe Menke — Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — Director, 
Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst. 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

ouT .!&} 
Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting 

Nov. 24, 1998 

Directors present: Rampley, 
Wear, Vaughn, Morrison, 
Gronewold and Newton. Ab¬ 
sent: Menke. Also present, 
Dion, Hurwitz & Hartzell. 

October 1998 had a margin 
of $11,761; total margins for 

Alderson, Monte Jay, Niota 
Archer-Daniels-Midland Co., 

Decatur SS-1.38Z 
Clampitt, Randy, Carthage 
Coan, James N. II, Warsaw 
Hasek, Eric & Sonia, Nauvoo 
Haugh, Marty & Debra, Sutter 

the year through October 31, 
1998 were $290,036; net TIER 
for the year to date was 2.11. 

Insulation has been installed 
in the roof of the garage build¬ 
ing. 

The Annual Meeting of mem¬ 
bers is scheduled for Thursday, 
June 24, 1999.8^-8189 

Motion was made, seconded 
and carried to revise Policy 
#412 regarding the retirement 
plan. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. 
Regular board meetings are 
held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the WIEC of¬ 
fice.) 

Heitmeier, Robert 
& Marnie, LaHarpe 

Lamporte, Tami L, Hamilton 
Logan, Deron A. 

& Jennifer J., Carthage 
Rosner, Lori, Niota 
Ruggles, Tony, Hamilton 
Squier, Lyndell, Carthage 

Congratulations I 
Robert E. Reneau 
Roger Kirby 
Charles Bowlyou 

They found their map location number in the Novem¬ 
ber issue of WIEC news. These three members got $10 
off their December bill just by reading the newsletter. In 
every issue, we hide four map location numbers. If you 
see your number, call our office and your credit will ap¬ 
pear on your next bill. Keep on readin’ the WIEC News! 

Welcome new members 
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WIEC plans for the Year 2000 

All across the country, compa¬ 
nies are busy attacking the Year 
2000 computer bug and Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop, is no ex¬ 
ception. 

The Year 2000 problem, also 
known as Y2K or the millennium 
bug, may manifest itself when mil¬ 
lions of electronic devices con¬ 
tained in all kinds of equipment, 
from the simplest to the most so¬ 
phisticated, may not recognize the 
new century. 8629-52 

The Y2K problem involves the 
way computers and other elec¬ 
tronic devices may handle two- 
digit date codes in the Year 2000 
and beyond. A computer calculat¬ 
ing the age of someone born in 
1975 in the year 2000 would sub¬ 
tract 1975 from 2000. No prob¬ 
lem. But some older computers 
store the information using only 
the last two digits; for example, 75. 
When the computer tries to sub¬ 
tract 75 from 00, well, that is 
where the trouble begins. 

It’s a world of “what ifs,” a 
global problem that has in¬ 
dustry, government, even 
ordinary citizens, working to iden¬ 
tify and fix or replace anything that 
might fail because of the Y2K date 
glitch. 

WIEC is taking any and all | 
prudent steps to help keep the 
lights on come January 1,2000. ■ 
It is our top priority as part of 
our ongoing commitment to our 
members to provide reliable 
electric service. We have a com- | 
prehensive checklist of steps to- I 

ward “Y2K readiness.” These steps 
have been to inventory, assess or 
prioritize, test, repair or replace, 
retest and plan for contingencies. 
Our plan involves not only equip¬ 
ment necessary to keep the lights 
on, but also constant communica¬ 
tion with other businesses that are 
part of the supply chain for electric 
power, as well as the utility’s cus¬ 
tomer. 

Although no one can make 100- 
percent guarantees as to what will 
happen when the new century ar¬ 
rives, we are doing everything we 
can to be ready and to minimize 
disruptions. In January, our main¬ 

frame computer system program¬ 
ming, our networking program¬ 
ming and our PCs were updated to 
be Y2K compliant. Much of WIEC’s 
distribution system is mechanical, 
not electronic, and may be less 
sensitive to Year 2000 anomalies, 
meaning there are few digital con¬ 
trols and relatively few embedded 
chips. We have received confirma¬ 
tion from our power supplier, 
Soyland Power Cooperative, of 
their ongoing efforts to assure that 
there is not a power supply prob¬ 
lem due to Y2K. 

However, we are not isolated. 
We are very aware of the intercon¬ 
nected nature of power supply 
and delivery. We are connected 
to Soyland, which supplies us 

with the “juice.” Soyland, in turn, 
is connected to the regional elec¬ 
tricity grid; and there are many 
supply and delivery points all 

along the line, from the manu¬ 
facturer of our bucket 
trucks to the sophisticated 
equipment at the power 

generating station. Still, it all 
comes around to the member at 

the end of the line, whether it’s a 
home or a business. It’s a critical 
structure whose reliability we’re 

working very diligently to sustain. 
| Customers should be reassured 

at a very basic level by remem- 
| bering that electric utilities, prob- 
1 ably more than most businesses, 
| were born and bred to cope with 
I emergency situations. The Year 
I 2000 bug is certainly different 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Are you Y2K compliant? 

members check into possible 
problems that could affect their 
daily activities. If you have elec¬ 
tronic equipment that is date sensi¬ 
tive, it should be tested to make 
sure that it is Y2K compliant. That 
includes computers, especially 
older ones, and electronic equip¬ 
ment that could possibly contain 
electronic date embedded chips. 

Where do you find out if equip¬ 
ment is Year 2000 compliant? Elec¬ 
tronic equipment can be checked 

by contacting the manufacturer, 
hiring a technician or self-test¬ 
ing. Just checking the com¬ 
puter may not be enough — all 

software being used in conjunction 
with your computers should also 
be tested. Interaction between dif¬ 
ferent types of electronic equip¬ 

There are less than 10 months 
left to plan for the new millennium. 
There have been hundreds of ar¬ 
ticles printed recently about the 
possible countrywide computer 
problems that could occur when 
the clock says 12:01 a.m. Jan. 1, 
2000. WIEC is taking it very 

seriously and we suggest 
that our 

ment can cause problems and 
should be tested thoroughly. Re¬ 
member also that the installation of 
a different software could cause a 
previously Y2K ready piece of 
equipment to no longer pass tests. 
Testing and re-testing is the key. 

If your computer did not pass 
the tests, it is your decision what 
to do about it. The choices are — 
upgrade, repair or replace. There 
are “patches” available at a reason¬ 
able cost. Many companies are 
offering information on the Internet. 
There are also sites on the Internet 
that deal with the Y2K problem. Try 
httpWwww.year2000.com or 
httpWwww.y2k.com. Both of these 
sites have articles, information and 
even humor that deal with the Y2K 
problem. 8533-26 

Generators — tips to consider before you buy 

Are you considering purchasing 
a generator? Did you know that if 
used incorrectly, it could result in 
serious harm or even death? Here 
are some tips to consider before 
you buy. 

There are two types of genera¬ 
tors. One is an engine-driven gen¬ 
erator and the other is a PTO 
driven generator. The PTO driven 
type uses the tractor’s three-point 
hitch and is powered by the 
tractor’s power take off shaft. If 
considering a PTO type, a block 
heater for the tractor might be a 
good idea to ensure the tractor will 
start since power outages can hap¬ 
pen in the cold weather. Be sure to 
keep it plugged in, so it'll be ready 
when you need it. 

Another type of generator is the 
engine-driven model. It can be ei¬ 
ther an automatic or manual type. 
An automatic generator is perma¬ 
nently installed and designed to 
automatically bring an alternative 
source of electric power in case of 
a power failure. Manual engine- 
driven generators are used where it 
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is not critical that an immediate 
backup supply of electricity is 
readily available. They are much 
less expensive than an automatic 
generator. 

When deciding what size of gen¬ 
erator to buy, consider the equip¬ 
ment that it will be running. Decide 
before the purchase if the whole 
farm will be running off the genera¬ 
tor or just the furnace and a few 
lights. Also, remember that a mo¬ 
tor when first started up uses about 
six times more wattage than when 
running. Appliances can be directly 
connected to a generator with ap¬ 
propriate size cords. Sensitive 
electronic equipment such as TVs, 
VCRs, microwaves and computers 
should not be used with a genera¬ 
tor. The frequency output from a 
generator is not consistent and 
could cause harm to this type of 
equipment. 

Generators must be isolated 
from the coop’s lines. Transfer 
equipment disconnects one source 
of power before it connects the 
other. One type of transfer equip- 
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ment is the double-pole double¬ 
throw switch. It is specially de¬ 
signed to keep the electricity from 
feeding electricity back on the 
electric lines. This “backfeeding” 
could result in serious harm or 
death to a lineman who is working 
on a line that is presumed dead, 
but due to backfeeding, is not. A 
double-throw switch also keeps the 
electricity when restored from feed¬ 
ing into the generator. 

Once a generator is purchased, 
it is extremely important that it is 
tested periodically to make sure it 
will start when it is needed. After 
the power is out is not the time to 
realize that there is a problem with 
the generator. 

Generators, if used properly, 
can be an asset, or they can be a 
liability if not used properly. For 
more information, call the WIEC 
office. We can provide wiring ad¬ 
vice. Also, we will need to inspect 
it to see that the generator has 
been installed properly. 
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Summary of Board 
Meeting 

December 22, 1998 

Directors present: Rampley, 
Vaughn, Morrison, Gronewold, 
Menke and Newton. Absent: Wear. 
Also present: Dion, Hurwitz & 
Hartzell. 3622-26 

November 1998 had a margin of 
$8,805; total margins for the year 
through November 22,1998 were 
$298,841; net TIER for the year to 
date was 2.04. 

There was a good turnout for 
Member Appreciation Day. Mr. 
Dion discussed with the board the 
possibility of an early buyout of 
debt of Soyland and the CFG loan 
interest rate. No loans have been 
converted from variable rate to 
fixed rate as of this time. Manager 
Dion and the board will continue to 
review interest rates and options. 

Motion was made and carried to 
approve the 1999 budget. 

Consideration was given to early 
retirement of capital credits of the 
Darrin R. Miller Estate in the 
amount of $1,120.44 discounted to 

From 

Our 

Last Meeting 

$293.80. It was decided that this 
should be tabled pending receipt 
of Letters of Office as required. 

(Approved minutes are available 
from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 

Director nomination and election process 

In accordance with Article IV, 
Section 4, of your cooperative’s 
by-laws, a nominating committee 
must be appointed between 30 
and 120 days prior to the Annual 
Meeting of Members (June 24, 
1999). 

Directors shall be elected by 
and from the membership by ballot 

and shall serve for a term of 
three years, or until 

their successors 
shall have been 

elected and 
qualified. The 

terms of directors 
from Districts 
No. 6 and No. 7 

will expire this year. 
District No. 6, currently repre¬ 

sented by Robert M. Gronewold is 
Augusta, St. Mary’s, Hancock and 
Harmony Townships in Hancock 
County, and the cooperative’s ser¬ 
vice area in Lamoine Township in 
McDonough County, and in North¬ 
east Township in Adams County. 

District No. 7, currently repre¬ 
sented by Wayne E. Rampley, is 
Wythe, Wilcox, Rocky Run and 
Walker Townships in Hancock 
County, and the cooperative’s ser¬ 
vice area in Adams County, lying 
south of said Rocky Run and 
Walker Townships. 

The nominating committee must 

post a list of nominations at the 
cooperative office at least 20 days 
before the annual meeting. Any 15 
cooperative members may act to¬ 
gether and nominate another mem¬ 
ber by petition. These nominations 
will be posted with those made by 
the nominating committee. Nomi¬ 
nations made by petition at least 
10 days before the annual meeting 
will be included on the official bal¬ 
lot. Later nominations by petition 
shall be treated as nominations 
from the floor. The chairman shall 
call for additional nominations from 
the floor. No member may nomi¬ 
nate more than one candidate. 

WIEC plans 
(Continued from page 1) 

than a storm outage, but it is com¬ 
parable to us in that we are in the 
habit of dealing with the unex¬ 
pected. 

On the national front, work to 
achieve Year 2000 readiness by 
electric cooperatives is on par with 
the rest of the electric industry. 
They are on schedule as recom¬ 
mended in an official progress re¬ 
port that the North American 
Electric Reliability Council (NERC) 
provided to the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) in September of this 

year. NERC, which is the official 
coordinator of Year 2000 readi¬ 
ness, risk assessment and contin¬ 
gency planning for the electric 
utility industry, will continue to pro¬ 
vide quarterly updates on electric 
utility readiness to the DOE. 

More than 90 percent of the 
nation’s cooperative electric utili¬ 
ties, including WIEC, participated 
in, the survey that contributed to 
the first report. The cooperative’s 
responses to the survey indicate 
that 75 percent of the cooperative 
distribution utilities will achieve 
overall readiness for transition to 
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the Year 
2000 by 
June 1999, 
as NERC haj 
recom¬ 
mended. 
The balance 
of the co¬ 
op systems 
has plans underway and will be 
surveyed further to track their 
progress in inventory, assessment, 
and remediation of electric opera¬ 
tions into the Year 2000. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Briscoe Menke — Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — Director, 
Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 
Virginia Hurwitz — 

Adm. Asst. 
Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 
Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Saving time 

With the millennium approach¬ 
ing, there are lots of countdowns 
being advertised that will tell ex¬ 
actly to the second how much time 
there is until midnight 1999. Well, 
instead of just counting away all 
that precious time, how about tak¬ 
ing control of the time that is now. 
Taking control of your time helps 
you feel more in command of your 
day and reduces the stress of try¬ 
ing to do too much. 

Try these strategies: 

• Take ten minutes at the end of 
each day to plan for the next. 
Setting priorities ahead of time 
enables you to move easily 
from one task to the next. 

• Be realistic about how much 
you can accomplish in a day. 
Experts say most people can 
accomplish 

about five significant tasks in a 
normal day. Pick the five most 
compelling to be done that day 
and make them happen. 

• Control clutter. Avoid distrac¬ 
tions by keeping your work 
area neat. 3717-63 

• Make a checklist to help you 
work through repetitive tasks so 
that you don’t waste time trying 
to remember the next step be¬ 
fore performing it. This will also 
help keep errors to a minimum 
by helping to ensure you don’t 
miss a step. 

• Avoid time wasters. The average 
employee can spend as much 
as four hours a week socializing 
with coworkers. Confine chat¬ 
ting to breaks and you’ll un¬ 
cover extra time in your day. 

To err is human.. .to really mess things up takes a computer... 

Welcome new members: 

Clostermery, Cory T. & Jennifer L   Carthage 
Couch, Mary E Nauvoo 
Filkins, John & Jan   Hamilton 
Hill Top Farms c/o Raymond Klingler  West Point 
Jordan, Ron  Carthage 
Nichols, Rodney D. & Linda K Warsaw 
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Plant for beauty and efficiency 
Spring’s here, and that means 

it’s time to get out in the garden. 
Before you select plants to beau¬ 
tify your home, consider another 
important benefit of good land¬ 
scaping — energy efficiency. 

Think about how much cooler it 
feels beneath the shade of a big 
tree on a hot day. That tree can 
provide several tons of cooling 
power, in air conditioning terms. If 
your property doesn’t have big 
deciduous trees — the kind that 
lose their leaves in winter — give 
serious thought to planting some. 
Planted on the south and west to 
block the summer sun, trees can 

Now you know the benefits of 
planting a tree. However, electric 
lines should be part of your land¬ 
scaping plan. Before you get out 
the spade, look up and also look 
down. 

When you look up, do you see 
any electric lines? Planting a tree 
that will grow to 40 feet directly 
under a 20-foot power line is not a 
good idea. 

A good rule of thumb is: for ev¬ 
ery foot in height your tree will be, 
make sure it is that far away from 
the cross arm of the pole or the 
electrical wire. 

This keeps the tree’s branches 
from reaching into the lines and 
causing you and WIEC problems 
in a future wind or ice storm. 

reduce the heat pouring into your 
home and provide cooling. The 
Department of Energy estimates 
that just three trees positioned 
correctly around a house can cut 
the energy used for heating and 
cooling by one-fourth. 

Trees and shrubs can also pro¬ 
vide windbreak, as farmers have 
known for years. Rows of ever¬ 
greens bordering fields were 
planted to keep the wind from 
blowing away soil and damaging 
and drying out crops. The same 
principle applies to diverting 
winds that blow directly toward 
your home. 

When you look down, do you 
remember if there are any under¬ 
ground electric, telephone, sewer, 
and water or gas lines? Before 
you dig, please call our office to 
locate underground electrical 
lines. We ask for 24-hour notice. 
To locate all other lines, call JULIE 
at (800) 892-0123. They require 
48-hour notice. Both services are 
free. 

Even shading your air condi¬ 
tioner compressor can make a dif¬ 
ference. Although you want to 
keep plants from lying directly on 
or interfering with the compressor, 
a unit that’s shaded by a tree 
doesn’t have to work as hard as 
one that’s in the direct summer 
sun. 9533-49 

Check with your county exten¬ 
sion office for more information 
about the best landscaping 
choices to help you use energy 
more efficiently. 

Source: Today’s Homeowner web 
site. 

National 
Garden Week 
— April 11-17 

This week recognizes the 
78 million Americans who en¬ 
joy gardening, producing food 
and flowers, as well as reduc¬ 
ing stress and burning calo¬ 
ries. 

18b 
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Member Appreciation Day ............ 
Nominating committee appointed 
Remember Daylight Savings Time. 

Plant for electrical safety 
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Welcome new 
members: 

Arnold, Randall J., Carthage 
Bear Creek Farm, Inc., c/o 
Gerald & Vivian Johnson, 

Basco 
GTE, Irving, Texas 

Olson, Amber L, Dallas City 
Ranson, Richard E., 

Hamilton 
Rice, Elmer, Stronghurst 
Schrader, Kevin, Mendon 

Office closing 
WIEC office 
will be 
closed on 
Friday, April 
2nd in 
observance 
of Good 
Friday. 

Member Appreciation Day held 

Spring is 
sprung! 

Last Nov. 25th, WIEC held our Member Appreciation Day. The day was to celebrate 60 years of ser¬ 
vice to our members. Anniversary cake, donuts, coffee and juice were available. Scrapbooks that re¬ 
corded 60 years of WIEC’s history were on display. 

Beverly Frakes, Carthage, and Helen Jones, Basco, 
enjoy cake and coffee. During the day, eighty mem¬ 
bers came in to visit with the employees and Direc¬ 
tors of WIEC 9523-17 

(l-r) Virginia Allison, Carthage, Paul Dion, General 
Manager of WIEC, Briscoe Menke, Director and 
Duane Deitrick, Burnside, take time to share a cup 
of coffee. Conversation during the day ranged from 
area sport's teams to deregulation. 

This being springtime, here are 
some thoughts on growing suc¬ 
cess, as you would flowers and 

fruit: 

The Garden of Success 
by Jay Gelfand 

Plant 5 row of peas... 

Patience 
Perseverance 
Preparation 
Planning 
Positiveness 
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Include 3 rows of squash... 

Squash negativity 
Squash dieting 
Squash despair 

Add 4 rows of lettuce... 

Let us be optimistic 
Let us be in control 
Let us be kind 
Let us share 

No garden is complete without 
turnips... 

Turn up a winning attitude 
Turn up a smile 
Turn up on time 



Arbor Day is a nationally recog¬ 
nized observance that encourages 
tree planting and care. National 
Arbor Day in the U.S. officially falls 
on the last Friday in April of each 
year. However, Arbor Day celebra¬ 
tions are held nationwide on dates 
determined by the best tree plant¬ 
ing times in each area. Obser¬ 
vances take place as early as 
January and February in some 
southern states, and as late as 
May in more northern locations. 
Here in Illinois, it occurs on April 
30th. 4519-55 

According to the National Arbor 

Arbor Day 
Day Foundation, the first Arbor 
Day was celebrated in Nebraska 
in 1872, in response to a state 
proclamation urging settlers and 
homesteaders in that state to plant 
trees to provide shade, shelter, 
fruit, fuel and beauty for residents 
of the largely treeless plains. 

More than one million trees 
were planted in Nebraska commu¬ 
nities in response to that plea. J. 
Sterling Morton, the editor of the 
Nebraska City News, helped pro¬ 
mote enthusiasm for Arbor Day in 
his state and later among the citi¬ 
zens of the country as a whole. 

Your board of directors, at its 
February meeting, appointed the 
following members to serve on the 
1999 nominating committee: Dis¬ 
trict No. 1 — John Lenahan, 
Lomax; District No. 2 — Bill 
Wilkens, Nauvoo; District No. 3 — 
Richard Douglas, Niota; District 
No. 4 — Rodney McGaughey, 
Carthage; District No. 5 — Ron 
Howell, Carthage; District No. 6 — 
Robert Menn, Plymouth, and Gary 

With garden centers burgeon¬ 
ing with spring plants, and Arbor 
Day and Earth Day falling this 
month, what better way to spend 
some free time this April than 
planting a tree? 

According to Environment 
Canada, a government agency, 
one mature tree purifies enough 
air to help four people breathe for 
one day. And a tree that is well 
maintained from seedling to matu¬ 
rity will continue to filter pollution 
from the air for 20 to 60 years, or 
more. 

To plant a balled and wrapped 
shrub or tree, nursery experts rec¬ 
ommend: 

• Dig a hole as deep as the 
rootball and twice as wide, saving 

committee appointed 
Akers, Carthage; and District No. 
7 — Wayne Spory, Sutter, and Phil 
Zinn, Basco. 

Two members are appointed 
from the districts whose board 
terms expire each year, with one 
being appointed from remaining 
districts. These members will 
nominate at least one member for 
a three-year term to represent Dis¬ 
tricts 6 and 7. 

Directors whose current terms 

Ttee Planting help 
the soil dug from the hole. Lift or 
roll the rootball into the hole and 
adjust to straighten if necessary 
by rotating the rootball — not the 
stem or trunk. 

• Loosen the covering. If the 
burlap is natural it may be folded 
back and left in the hole. If the fab¬ 
ric is synthetic or has been chemi¬ 
cally treated, it must be removed. 

• Add a handful or so of an all¬ 
purpose fertilizer to the soil taken 
from the hole and fill in around the 
rootball, tamping occasionally to 
eliminate air pockets. Water thor¬ 
oughly. 

• Stake the young tree until it 
grows stronger, if the trunk is too 
weak to support it. 

expire and who are eligible for re- 
election are: District 6 — Robert 
M. Gronewold, Carthage; and Dis¬ 
trict 7 — Wayne E. Rampley, 
Sutter. 

These names are provided for 
you in advance of their meeting so 
that if you wish to make any rec¬ 
ommendations to this committee, 
you will know who they are. The 
committee will have its organiza¬ 
tional meeting on April 6, 1999. 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Briscoe Menke — Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — Director, 
Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will 
give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC 
News. 

ouT .&) 
Last Meeting 

Summary of 
Board Meeting 

— Jan. 28, 1999 
Directors present: Wear, 

Rampley, Vaughn, Morrison, 
Gronewold, Menke and Newton. 
Also present: Dion, Hurwitz & 
Hartzell. 

December 1998 had a deficit of 
$99,510; total margins for the year 
through Dec. 31, 1998 were 
$199,331; net TIER for the year to 
date was 1.64. The negative mar¬ 
gin for the month was due to an 
additional payment on the 
Soyland power bill. 

The consensus of the board for 
the rate of discount on early retire¬ 
ment of capital credits presently at 
8 percent was to remain the same. 

Policy #416 on attorney ser¬ 

vices remains unchanged. 
A resolution was adopted nomi¬ 

nating Haven D. Vaughn and Paul 
M. Dion as candidates for election 
to the Board of Directors of 
Soyland Power Cooperative, and 
Ross E. Wear as alternate director, 
to be voted upon at the next an¬ 
nual meeting of Soyland. 

A resolution was adopted des¬ 
ignating William R. Newton as the 
voting representative and Haven 
D. Vaughn as the alternate to the 
NRECA Annual Meeting to be held 
March 7-10, 1999, in Anaheim, 
CA. 3510-17 

A resolution was adopted des¬ 
ignating Haven D. Vaughn as the 
voting representative and William 
R. Newton as the alternate to the 
CFG Annual Meeting to be held 
March 9, 1999 in Anaheim. 

The Y2K was discussed and it 
was considered that all of the co¬ 
operative computers are Y2K 
compliant. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office). 

Daylight Savings Time warning 
April 5th marks the beginning of Daylight Savings Time. When 

we move our clocks ahead one hour, we generally shake off the 
winter doldrums and once again enjoy being outside. But did you 
know that the first Monday after Daylight Savings Time goes into 
effect is one of the most hazardous driving days of the year? 
Here’s why: 

• Many drivers prob¬ 
ably had an hour less of 
sleep the night before. 

• It will be darker out¬ 
side for that early morning 
commute. 

• The sun is more likely 
to be glaring into your 
eyes during morning and 
afternoon drives. 

• More joggers, chil¬ 
dren, walkers and bicy¬ 
clists will take to the 
outdoors because of the 
longer daylight hours. 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Welcome back. Spring! 
After those March snowstorms, 

spring sure seems great to have 
around. The flowering trees, the 
warm sunshine and the sound of 
tractors in the field are all refresh¬ 
ing signs of spring. That is until 
those expensive thunderstorms 
begin. 5729-44 

Expensive thunderstorms? 

Yes, they can be very expensive if 
a lightning bolt would hit power 
lines and travel into your home. 
Protect your valuables against 
lightning and other power surges 
by enrolling in our “Storm Guard” 
program. For $5 per month, we 
will install a surge suppressor at 
the meter base. This device pro¬ 

tects your refrigerator, washer, 
dryer, freezer, AC compressor and 
other motor driven appliances 
from lightning strikes and other 
power surges. 

For electronic equipment such 
as TVs, VCRs, microwaves, ste¬ 
reos and computer equipment, a 
point of use suppressor is 
needed. This type of equipment is 
extremely sensitive to voltage ir¬ 
regularities. When combined with 
the surge protector at the meter 
base, these power strips provide 
an extra level of protection. 

Call our office for more details. 
We can give advice on the proper 
plug-in strips for your situation. 

Tommie Long, manager of operations, observes Harold 
Enzeroth, line foreman, and Dick Chockley, area service 

man, as they apply CPR during their re-certification. All 

WIEC linemen are trained in First Aid and CPR. They must 

be re-certified every three years in first aid and every 

year in CPR. Roger Stegeman of the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives, Springfield, IL, instructed the class. 

1998 capital credit 
allocation notice 

The 1998 allocation factor is .0445. To calcu¬ 
late what your capital credits for the year are 
simply add the total amount of your electric 
bills during the year, then subtract the utility 
tax. Multiply this number by .0445. That’s your 
1998 capital credit. 
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1999 WIEC Annual Meeting 
Thursday, June 24, 1999 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. 
Hancock County Extension Center 

The Western Illinois Electrical Coop. Board of Directors and Employees would 
like to invite you to the 1999 annual meeting. No, you won’t get a free hat, but 
you will be able to register for great prizes, including two chances to win $250 
cash. Come learn about what’s been going on with your cooperative. 

Please make plans to attend. 

Last Meeting 

Summary of Board Meeting — 
February 25, 1999 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Morrison, Gronewold, 
Menke and Newton. Absent: 
Rampley. Also present: Dion, 
Hurwitz & Hartzell. 

January 1999 had a margin of 
$15,536; total margins for the year 
through Jan. 31 were $15,536; net 
TIER for the year-to-date was 1.64. 

The geographical area for di¬ 

rector districts was reviewed and 
no changes were made. 

The write-off of 1997 uncollect¬ 
ible accounts receivable which 
had been delinquent for more 
than one year prior to Jan. 1, 
1999, in the amount of $7,650.39 
were approved. 

The 1999 director nominating 
committee was appointed. They 
are as follows: #1-John Lenahan, 
#2-Bill Wilkens, #3-Richard Dou¬ 
glas, #4-Rod McGaughey, #5- 
Ron Howell, #6-Robert Menn and 
Gary Akers, and #7-Wayne Spory 
and Phil Zinn. 

A resolution was adopted des¬ 
ignating Paul Dion as the voting 
representative and Briscoe Menke 
as the alternate representative to 
represent Western Illinois Electri¬ 

cal Coop, at the annual meeting of 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers 
Compensation Group (ICWCG) to 
be held April 7, 1999 in Spring- 
field. 9511-56 

Approval was given to a re¬ 
quest for early retirement of capi¬ 
tal credits by the representatives 
of the estates of Robert C. 
Swigelson, deceased, and Robert 
E. Baird, deceased, in their dis¬ 
counted values. 

The Y2K was discussed and it 
was noted articles will appear in 
the next WIEC NEWS. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 
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Is your home computer immune from YZK bug? 
Corporate America is hustling 

to tackle the Year 2000 problem in 
their own computer systems. But 
the computer you use at work isn’t 
the only machine vulnerable to the 
bug: your home PC may be in just 
as much trouble. 

To ensure that your home com¬ 
puter can handle Year 2000, do 
the following: 
1. Set the date on your computer 

to Jan. 1, 2000. 
2. Check that the date has been 

set. 
3. Switch off the computer. 
4. Wait a few minutes. 
5. Switch the computer back on. 
6. Check the date. If your com¬ 

puter doesn’t show Jan. 1, 
2000, you may have a problem. 

7. Don’t forget to reset your com¬ 
puter to the correct date and 
time. 

8. Upgrade your hardware and 
software. If you can’t call the 
manufacturer and find out if 
your versions of hardware or 
software are Year 2000 compli¬ 
ant. 

— First Draft, October 1988 

[A couple of months ago, 
we printed an article on how 
personal computers can be 
checked to see if they are 
Y2K compliant. We received 
this article in a newsletter 
received from our computer 
consultants. We are reprint¬ 
ing it in hopes it will be of 
interest to you, our mem¬ 
bers.] 

An explanation of capital credits 
What are capital credits? 

Capital credits are the alloca¬ 
tion of margins to cooperative 
members. These capital credits 
may be returned to members. 

What are margins? 
Margins rather than profits is 

the term used by not-for-profit 
businesses (including WIEC) 
when referring to money left over 
after the cost of doing business. 
These margins are allocated to 
those who were WIEC members 
during a specified time. 

When are capital credits 
allocated? 

Capital credits are allocated ev¬ 
ery year, but not necessarily paid 
back every year. WIEC members 
are notified each year that capital 
credits were allocated for the pre¬ 
vious year. 

When are capital credits 
returned? 

There are only two times when 
capital credits are refunded: 

1. When the board of directors 
determines the financial condition 
of the cooperative will allow. 

2. When a person with a single 
membership dies, or both persons 
of a joint membership die, capital 
credits are returned at a dis¬ 
counted value, if requested. Capi¬ 
tal credits cannot be refunded at 
any other time or for any other 
reason. 

Why are capital credits not 
returned every year? 

Electric utility businesses re¬ 
quire large amounts of capital to 
provide service and to operate. 
The electric utility industry is con¬ 
sidered one of the most capital- 
intensive industries. 9517-12 

Electric cooperatives typically 
reinvest capital credits in the busi¬ 
ness operations. This reduces the 
need for WIEC to borrow money 
and also reduces the amount paid 
by the cooperative in interest pay¬ 
ments. 

Your board of directors is very 
cautious when it comes to return¬ 
ing capital credit. An unexpected 
ice storm, tornado or other act of 
Mother Nature can be very expen¬ 
sive. 

How capital credits are figured 
WIEC starts by determining the 

allocation factor — which is mar¬ 
gins divided by total revenue. That 
produces the allocation factor. The 
allocation factor is then multiplied 
by the member’s total annual elec¬ 
tric cost less utility tax. This num¬ 
ber will be the member’s capital 
credit amount for the year. 

If you move... 
If you move off our lines, please 

notify WIEC of your new address 
each time you move. The capital 
credits that are earned are kept on 
file until they are refunded. Any 
capital credits that you’re entitled 
to can be sent to you when they 
are refunded. 

Office closing 

WIEC’s office will be 
closed on May 31st in obser¬ 
vance of Memorial Day. In 
case of a power outage or 
other emergency, please call 
(217) 357-3125. 
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Match that nickname Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Briscoe Menke — Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — Director, 
Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 
Virginia Hurwitz — 

Adm. Asst. 
Tommie Long — 

Mgr. of Operations 
Becky Dickinson — 

Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Can you match these states to their nicknames? 

1. Kansas A) 
2. Louisiana B) 
3. Maryland C) 
4. Illinois D) 
5. Washington E) 
6. Kentucky F) 
7. South Carolina G) 
8. Oklahoma H) 
9. Wyoming I) 

10. Massachusetts J) 

ooi- :Q8 :DZ :V9 

Blue grass State 
Prairie State 
Bay State 
Sooner State 
Pelican State 
Equality State 
Palmetto State 
Sunflower State 
Evergreen State 
Free State 

:is :g7 Te -3Z :HI- - fey JQMSUV 

'Welcome! 
new members: 

D & M Farms 
Deitrich, Jamie 
Farquhar, James E 
Libe, Jeff 
Nason, Allan B 
Singleton, Larry E 
Vaughan, Robert L 

Carthage 
LaHarpe 
Dallas City 
Carthage 
Mendon 
Montrose, IA 
Nauvoo 

Oops!!! 

In the April issue, we had pictures of the Member Appreciation 
Day. However, we misspelled Mr. Duane Deitrich’s name. We 
apologize to Mr. Deitrich for the error. 6833-40 

$$$$$$$$$$.$$$$ 

Congratulations! 
C. W. Meeks found his map location number in the March WIEC 

News. You also could win $10 off your electric bill. Look for your 
map location number in every issue! 

You can't win If you don't searchl 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

60th annual meeting set for June 24 

Director Wayne Rampley hands an attendance prize to one of the many winners at last year's annual meeting. If you 

were present, you may be visible in this photo. We believe we have an interesting meeting planned for this year, and 

we hope to see you there. 

One of the features of a coop¬ 
erative is that it’s governed by 
whom it serves. Before receiving 
service from WIEC, a membership 
application is signed. This applica¬ 
tion entitles you a vote in deciding 
who will serve on the Board of Di¬ 
rectors. This gives you a voice in 
how your cooperative is run. Exer¬ 
cise your right to vote at WIEC’s 
60th annual meeting. It will be held 
on June 24th at the Hancock 
County Extension Center in 
Carthage. Doors will open at 6 
p.m. for registration and the meet¬ 
ing will begin at 7:30 p.m. If you 
cannot attend this year’s annual 
meeting, we ask that you fill out 
the proxy card and send it to the 

WIEC office or give it to another 
W/£C member who can come to 
the annual meeting. The bylaws 
state that there must be at least 
150 members present in person or 
by proxy to conduct the annual 
meeting. 

This month’s issue of WIEC 
News is devoted to the annual 
meeting. There is prize informa¬ 
tion, nominating committee re¬ 
sults, and other interesting facts 
about your cooperative and the 
upcoming meeting. Please read it 
over. You may notice that some 
parts are missing. This year, the 
“meat” of the annual meeting no¬ 
tice will be mailed separately. The 
registration card, proxy card, fi¬ 

nancial statements, and officer’s 
reports will be delivered to mem¬ 
bers around June 10th. By mailing 
this part separately, it will make it 
easier to bring the mailer to the 
meeting and easier to register for 
prizes. 

The Board of Directors and em¬ 
ployees of Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop, hope to see you at this 
year’s annual meeting. Sit back, 
have a can of pop and some ice 
cream, relax and listen to Mrs. 
Nadene Bent and find out how 
your cooperative is doing. You’ll 
earn a $5 bill credit and you just 
might win one of our many prizes. 
It’s worth the trip! 

Inside 
■ Nominating committee               18b 
■ WIEC welcomes back Nadene Bent              i8c 
■ Did you know...? WIEC 1998 statistics         I8d 

We Get Our Power From You 
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Standing (l-r) Rod McGaughey, Carthage; Gary Akers, Carthage; Bill Wilkens, Nauvoo; Wayne Spory, Sutter; Ron 

Howell, Carthage. Seated (l-r) Richard Douglas, Burnside; Robert Menn, Plymouth; John Lenahan, Lomax; and Phil 

Zinn, Basco. 

Nominating committee 
Nine members of Western Illi¬ 

nois Electrical Coop, were ap¬ 
pointed to the 1999 nominating 
committee. The committee met at 
the WIEC office on April 6 and 
April 15 to make nominations for 
directors. Two directors will be 
elected at the cooperative’s an¬ 
nual meeting June 24. 

Serving on the committee were 

John Lenahan, Lomax; Bill 
Wilkens, Nauvoo; Richard Dou¬ 
glas, Burnside; Rod McGaughey, 
Carthage; Ron Howell, Carthage; 
Robert Menn, Plymouth; Gary 
Akers, Carthage; Wayne Spory, 
Sutter; and Phil Zinn, Basco. 

The following were nominated 
for director positions: 

District 6 — Robert Gronewold 

Direct 7 — Wayne Rampley 
Any nominations made by peti¬ 

tion will be included on the official 
ballot if they are brought to the 
WIEC office at least 10 days be¬ 
fore the meeting. Nominations 
may also be made from the floor 
at the annual meeting. 

£<■ 
$5 Bill Credit 

Ice Cream — Chips — Pop 
Chance to win one 

of many prizes. 

Including 
Itoo $250 CASH prizes 

Come join us at the 
WIEC Annual Meeting 

1 

J 
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What you'll find at the WIEC annual meeting 

• Hear presentations from the Board President, Board Treasurer and 
WIEC’s Manager. 

• Just for registering, you’ll receive a $5 credit on your July bill. 

• Also, just for registering, you’ll have a chance to win one of two 
$250 cash prizes or numerous other prizes. For a complete prize 
listing, come into our office and check it out for yourself. 

• Chance to buy our long lasting light bulbs for the bargain price of $1 
— that’s 65 cents off regular price! 

• Free blood pressure screening by the Hancock County Health 
Department. 

• Cholesterol testing (for a small fee) by the Hancock County 
Health Department. 

WIEC welcomes back Nadene Bent 
Nadene Bent, Camp Point, will be the featured speaker for the 1999 

WIEC annual meeting. She has entertained folks in the area for years, 
including those who attended the 1995 WIEC annual meeting. People 
enjoyed her so much then, we invited her back to talk to us again. 

She and her husband, Wayne, co-owned Bent’s Red Fox Food 
Store in Camp Point for years and continue to work for her son, who 
now manages the store. 

Come hear her presentation entitled “Let Joy Boomerang for You.” 
It will make you think and make you laugh. 

These WIEC employees will be waiting 
to meet the members at the annual meeting. 

Come and say hello. 

Employee Length of Employee Length of 
Service Service 

Greg Bolton, mechanic/groundsman 10 years Virginia Hurwitz, administrative assistant 25 years 
Scott Carle, apprentice lineman 1 year Eric Johnson, journeyman lineman 11 years 
Dick Chockley, area serviceman 29 years Mark Kissinger, journeyman lineman 8 years 
Donna Cramer, data entry clerk 24 years Terry Long, crew foreman 22 years 
Becky Dickinson, office manager 4 years Tommie Long, operations manager 21 years 
Paul Dion, manager 24 years Karmen Metternich, billing coordinator 1 year 
Tanna Ellefritz, cashier-receptionist 1 year Garry Miller, area serviceman 37 years 
Harold Enzeroth, line foreman 33 years Jerry Payne, chief electrician/meter tester 25 years 

JUNE 1999 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 18c 



Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop- 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 
Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Briscoe Menke — Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — Director, 
Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 

Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst. 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Did you know . . 
WIEC 1998 statistics 

9 ■ ■ 

\^_ \jf 
pliles of line energized   1,175 

Number of members served   3,355 

Number of new services installed   40 

Number of consumers per line   2.8 

Total kWh purchased from Soyland   41,025,340 

Average residential usage    867 kWh 

Number of members who have heat meters  312 

Total water heater credit returned 

to members   $73,129.00 

Number of miles traveled by WIEC vehicles  121,710 

Know if you can vote! 
Determining voting rights ap¬ 

pears to be complicated, but re¬ 
ally it’s not. Just remember these 
points. 

• If only one person signed the 
membership application, then only 
that person votes. The member¬ 
ship belongs to who signed the 
membership application. 

• If both husband and wife 
signed the membership applica¬ 
tion, then either may cast one vote 
for that membership. Sometimes, 
a membership was taken out be¬ 
fore the member was married. In 
that case, the new spouse may 
not vote for the membership. A 
single membership can easily be 
made joint by simply filling out a 
form. Call our office for details. 

• If you pay your landlord for 
the electrical usage at a location 
and their name is on the top line 
of the bill, you can’t vote for that 
location. It’s their membership, 
not yours. 

• If a parent or relative dies and 
you are appointed executor, you 

cannot vote for that membership. 
The membership terminates upon 
the death of the member. It does 
not transfer. Also, a membership 
transfers to the surviving spouse 
only if it was a joint membership. 

If you have any questions con¬ 
cerning your membership status, 
please call the office. We will be 
happy to answer your questions. 
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Call JULIE before you dig 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop, is 

proud to announce that work is under¬ 
way to become a member of JULIE or 
Joint Utility Location Information for 
Excavators. WIEC should be enrolled 
by July 1, 1999. JULIE is a non-profit 
organization that notifies utility compa¬ 
nies of planned digging and has them 
mark where underground utility, wa¬ 
ter, gas or telephone lines might be 
present. j 

WIEC members now have two op¬ 
tions. In the past, you called WIEC to 
locate any underground electrical ' 
lines, and then called JULIE for ev¬ 
erything else. JULIE contacted the 
other parties that might have under¬ 
ground facilities close to where the dig¬ 
ging will be. It can still be handled this 
way. However, now members can call 
JULIE for what needs to be located. 
One call can do it all. JULIE will contact 
us and we will still come out and locate 
all the underground electrical lines, 

both the Coop’s and the member’s. 
JULIE must be called at least 48 hours 
before breaking ground. 

* I IT 

The call and marking the service are 
free. JULIE’s toll free number is (800) 
892-0123. When requesting a JULIE 

locate, you’ll need to provide a name, 
phone number, county, township or 
town, closest town and distance, sec¬ 
tion number, excavation site address, 
nearest cross road and type of work 
that will be done. You will need to keep 
the information you receive from the 
operator, called a “locate number”, 
until the work is finished. The electric 
lines will be marked with red flags or 
red paint. If JULIE is not called and 
damage is done to underground util¬ 
ity, water or gas lines, that party is li¬ 
able for damages. 

By joining JULIE, WIEC hopes to dis¬ 
continue the problems that arise when 
parties call JULIE before digging and 
didn’t realize that WIEC was not a mem¬ 
ber and therefore not called. Acciden¬ 
tally hitting a live electric line does not 
only disrupt electric service; it may also 
be deadly. 5820-27 

Ifrue or false? 
Summertime is vacation time for a 

lot of folks. One thing that people 
seem to expect is when they are 
away for an extended amount of time, 
their electric usage will drop. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the answer to that question is 
usually false. A two-week vacation 
doesn’t equal an electric bill that’s 
one half of normal. 

When people leave on vacation, 

Vacation = Smaller electric bills 

chances are they do not shut off the 
water heater, freezer or refrigerator. 
These items still heat the water and 
keeps foods cool (and still use kWh) 
even though no one is home. Other 
electrical appliances that keep run¬ 
ning even when no one is around are 
clocks and auto-on TVs. 

Something else that can make the 
usage higher than expected is the 

laundry. Very few vacationers come 
home with suitcases full of clean 
clothes. Doing that vacation laundry 
means using the water heater, 
washer and perhaps the dryer. In the 
end, just as many loads of clothes 
may be cleaned — only in a shorter 
span of time! 

The only way to determine that no 
electricity is used when on vacation 
would be to turn off the main breaker 
or fuse box. When this is done, all 
appliances stop working. The freezer 
and refrigerator will defrost and there 
will be no hot water waiting. Also this 
will disable any lighting that might be 
left on a timer to discourage prowlers. 
It’s a decision that members will have 
to make for themselves. 

\ The offices of W|EC wj|| be C|0Sed 

on July 5th in observance of the 

Office closing 

July A*11 holiday. 

Inside 
I Christian camp             18b 
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Christian camp offers 
"a time away" for youths 

This sign greets those attending the camp 

Most of us like to get out in the 
wilds occasionally, to breathe fresh 
air and reconnect with ourselves and 
with nature. Lamoine Christian Camp, 
northeast of Carthage, enables many 
young Christians in Western Illinois, 
southeastern Iowa and northeastern 
Missouri to do that. 

WIEC provides electricity to the 
camp, which offers retreats from the 
first Sunday in June until about the 
second weekend in August, as well 
as winter outings. 

“The camp has been here for 52 
years,” says Randy Chestnut, man¬ 
ager/caretaker, “and we usually have 
from 75-100 kids in each session. 
There are 20 faculty and staff mem¬ 
bers who keep the place running 
smoothly.” 

The camp, which is supported by 
the churches that send their kids 
there, is organized so the cooks and 
nurses that staff the place are there 
for the summer, while the program 
directors come in with each new 
batch of campers. Many are students 
from area Christian colleges. 

Retreats range from day camps to 
weeklong adventures, and kids from 
second grade through high school 
are accommodated. There are four 
cabins for girls, and three for boys, as 
well as a dining room and chapel. 

“This is a Christian camp,” Randy 
says, “and we try to mix in a lot of 

Christian education with some fun 
and good times. 

“We have classroom sessions ev¬ 
ery morning,” he adds, “and group 
activities early in the afternoon, with 
some free time later in the day. We 
have campfires during the evenings. 

“When the weather’s good, we’ll 
often go into La Harpe and go swim¬ 
ming, and sometimes we’ll rent the 
Macomb YMCA for an evening. They 
have racquetball courts, a track and 
game rooms, so there’s something for 
just about everybody.” 

While it’s now necessary to make 
a trip to enjoy a swim, that shouldn’t 
be the case, before long. “We’ve got 

a pool in the 
works,” Randy 
says, “and 
we’re in the 
fund raising 
stage. Meb 
Wolbrink, a 
retired con¬ 
tractor, has 
offered to help 
with the con¬ 
struction, and 
that’ll cut 
$20,000 off 
the cost. 
Laverdiere 
Construction 
of Macomb 
has donated 
an aluminum 

As in many camps, the sleeping arrangements are 
fairly basic. 

The camp is made up of numerous buildings, some with differing archi¬ 
tecture. 
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tank, and that will reduce the cost by half. We hope to begin con¬ 
struction for the pool and bathhouse in late July, and we hope it’ll 
be ready later on this season. We’re optimistic that we’ll have it 
going soon. Next summer, for sure.” 

There is a pond at the camp, and it’s being enlarged to allow 
for paddleboats and canoes, and a wilderness camping area is 
well into the planning stage. 

“We’ve added insulated windows to each cabin,” Randy says, 
“and we’re in the process of painting all the cinder-block build¬ 
ings. We think the place looks great, and we hope it’ll look a little 
more inviting for the kids who come here.” 

We at WIEC are pleased to have Lamoine Christian Camp in 
our area, and on our lines. We hope they stay for at least another 
52 years! 6732-6 

Meter reader retires 
The townships of Lomax, Terre Haute, Media and 

Stronghurst have had the same WIEC meter reader for the 
last 19 years. Mrs. Margaret Roth along with the help of 
her husband, Morris, have read the meters since 1980. 
When Mrs. Roth started reading meters, Jimmy Carter was 
president, the LA Rams were going to the Super Bowl and 
the top rated TV show was 60 Minutes. 

Mrs. Roth has announced her retirement from meter 
reading. She hopes to travel in her newly found spare 
time. Western Illinois Electrical Coop, would like to thank 
her for all her dedication over the years. We wish her the 
best of luck. 

Taking her route will be Jeff Vaughn. Jeff started read¬ 
ing the route at the beginning of the year. If you see Jeff 
reading your meter, please go and say hello. Remember 
that Jeff and the other meter readers come each month to 
get an accurate reading, so you can get an accurate bill. 

Cooks at the camp take up cookies 
for hungry campers. 

Cook up some 
summer savings... 
Here are some cost cutting tips for saving energy in the 

kitchen. 

• Baking defrosted foods uses 1/3 less energy than 
frozen food. 

• Don’t preheat if your dish requires an hour or more to 
cook. 

• Use your oven rather than the range whenever you 
can. Insulated ovens retain heat and use less energy. 

• Plan meals so that several things can cook at the 
same time in the oven. 

• Use a timer. Remember, opening the oven door lets 
up to 20 percent of the heat escape. 

• Microwaves use less energy and cook food faster 
than conventional ovens. They also produce much less 
heat. 

• Use smaller kitchen appliances like toaster-ovens 
and electric fryers, when you can. 7827-2 

Source: website: www.entergy.com 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Roth 

Welcome new members: 
Bolton, Bonnie M., Nauvoo 
Fink, Tiffiny D., Carthage 
Harper, Delbert, Chesterfield, MO 
Hoehle, Patricia, Lakewood, CO 
Johnson, Bobby D. & Leslie D., Burlington, IA 
Kirkpatrick, Roy, Warsaw 
Kost, William L. & Laurie A., Plymouth 
Long, Phillip, Stronghurst 
Lucas, William S., Carman 
Pence, Jimmy, Dallas City 
Reddick, Jason R., Carthage 

Rose, Jonathan C., Hamilton 
Shipley, Otis L. & Peggy A., W. Burlington, IA 
Snyder, Kenneth J., Dallas City 
Van Dyke, Robert F. Jr. and Maria T, Hamilton 

Correction from February 1999 

Logan, Deron A., Tennessee 
Murphy, Mark A. & Jennifer J., Carthage 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 

(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 

Ross E. Wear — President, 
Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Briscoe Menke — Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Rob Gronewold — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Carthage 

Jay Morrison — Director, 
Niota 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 

Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst. 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

20 years of service 
Tommie Long, Manager of Opera¬ 

tions, recently received his 20-year 
service award at Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop’s annual meeting 
held June 24th. Tommie started work¬ 
ing at WIEC in 1978 as assistant work 
order clerk and assistant to the engi¬ 
neer. He assisted in staking new ser¬ 
vices as well as organizing work 
orders. 

Over the last 20 years, Tommie 
says that Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. Is doing more work with fewer 
people. When he started, WIEC had 
24 employees, now there are only 16. 
Another change he notices is that the 
membership is more informed about 
the issues that face the cooperative. 
With deregulation looming in the fu¬ 
ture, knowledge about the coopera¬ 
tive way will be very important. 

Congratulations Tommie! 

Tommie Long 

Summary of Board Meeting — 
March 25,1999 

Directors present: Wear, Vaughn, 
Morrison, Gronewold, Menke and 
Rampley. Absent: Newton. Also 
present: Dion, Hurwitz & Hartzell. 

February 1999 had a margin of 
$8,203; total margins for the year 
through Feb. 28, 1999 were $23,738; 
net TIER for the year-to-date was 
1.49 

It was the consensus of the board 
to approve Soyland’s marketing of a 
security system in the Cooperative’s 
territory. A marketing agreement will 
be entered into by Manager Dion on 
behalf of the Cooperative. 

A representative from Nation’s 
bank gave a presentation concerning 
lock box service for the handling of 
payments. It was the consensus of 
the board that the Cooperative 
should continue banking locally. 

The Board of Directors accepted 
the audit report for the year ending 
Dec. 31, 1998, prepared by Quint- 
Dreyer & Company, Certified Public 
Accountants. They also approved 
rehiring Quint-Dreyer & Company for 
three years for the same price of 
$5,400 per year. 

A Y2K readiness disclosure state¬ 
ment was reviewed by the board. 

A resolution was adopted reautho¬ 
rizing Marine Trust Company to ac¬ 
cept wire transfers by Western Illinois 
Electric Coop, upon signature by any 
one of staff personnel. 

Approval was given to a request 
for early retirement of capital credits 
by the representative of the estate of 
Floyd Comstock, deceased, in the 

discounted value. 

Summary of Board Meeting — 
April 22,1999 

Directors present: Wear, Vaughn, 
Morrison, Gronewold, Menke, 
Rampley and Newton. Also present: 
Dion, Hurwitz & Hartzell. 

March 1999 had a margin of 
$17,972; total margins for the year 
through March 31, 1999 were 
$41,710; net TIER for the year-to-date 
was 1.57. 

The meeting at Adams Coopera¬ 
tive was informational with the possi¬ 
bility of sharing further ideas, services 
and equipment. 

Approval was given to have the 
Cooperative join JULIE. 

Bids for a new roof on the main 
office building are being accepted. 

The meter tester found a meter that 
had been turned upside down. This 
has been turned over to the sheriff’s 
department for further investigation. 

Manager Dion was given authority 
to negotiate with Federated and St. 
Paul for a lower rate and then enter 
into an agreement with the company 
that best serves the Cooperative’s 
needs and be the best value. 

The board approved participation 
in CFC’s System Integrity Fund, which 
is 5 percent but not more than $500 of 
the Patronage Capital refund for 
FY1999. 

(Approved minutes are available 
from the WIEC office. Regular board 
meetings are held on the fourth 
Thursday of each month at the WIEC 
office). 6815-60 
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Budget Billing program starting 
WIEC has a plan that can level 

out the highs and lows in your 
electrical usage. It’s called Budget 
Billing. This plan will average your 
electrical payment for the next 12 

months, based on your previous 
12 months. Assuming your usage 
remains consistent with the previ¬ 
ous years, your electrical bill will 
be the actual balance remaining or 

no payment will be due if there is a 
credit balance. 

Our budget billing period be¬ 
gins very soon, so call our office 
for more details. (8635-53) 

First on Scene — Farm Rescue 
to be held Sept. 18th 

WIEC is proud to announce that 
we are one of the participants of 
this year’s First on Scene — Farm 
Rescue. This event organized by 
local EMS Services, addresses 

farm safety during harvest and in 
everyday life. It will be held on 
Sept. 18th from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
at the Pettit Family Farm, located 

at 2240 N. County Road 2000, 
Burnside, IL. Watch for more de¬ 
tails in the September WIEC News. 
(559-62) 

Gronewold, Rampley re-elected 
Members of Western Illinois 

Electrical Coop., Carthage, voted 
at the organization’s 60th annual 
meeting of members 
to re-elect two direc¬ 
tors to three-year 
terms on the 
cooperative’s govern¬ 
ing board. They were 
Robert Gronewold, of 
Carthage, and Wayne 
Rampley, of Sutter. 
The meeting was held 
Thursday, June 24, at 
the Hancock Exten¬ 
sion Building in 
Carthage. 

Speaking to some 
320 guests, Paul M. 
Dion, manager, re¬ 
ported that 1998 was 
a relatively good year 
in which adequate 
margins were main¬ 

tained which kept rates stable. He 
said that barring unforeseen cir¬ 
cumstances, there should be a rate 

reduction in the future. However, 
he warned that another summer of 
high electricity demand and an in¬ 

adequate power sup¬ 
ply like we 
experienced last sum¬ 
mer, could cause 
higher rates. Dion 
stated that although 
the market is still 
somewhat unstable, 
he is optimistic for the 
future. 

Deregulation was 
another topic ad¬ 
dressed. Because 
there are still so many 
questions and so 
much uncertainty, the 
Western Illinois Electri¬ 
cal Coop, board of 
directors has decided 
not to participate in 
the deregulated mar- 

(Continued on page 16b) 

WIEC members re-elected two area men to serve three year terms as 
board members at the 60th annual meeting held June 24, in Carthage. 
From left are Manager Paul M. Dion, Wayne E. Rampley, of Sutter, and 
Robert M. Gronewold, of Carthage. 

I Annual Meeting highlights         16a-c 
■ Board notes         16d 
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ket at this time. They will continue 
to study deregulation, especially 
regarding the residential custom¬ 
ers. 

Dion reminded the audience 
that the only thing open to com¬ 
petition under deregulation is the 
actual energy. This means that the 
consumers could decide from 
whom they buy their generated 
power, not who delivers power to 
their home. He said that, “There 
would still be delivery service 
charges and for a rural electric co¬ 
operative, especially one like 
WIEC with a sparsely populated 
service territory, those costs would 
probably be high.” 

Dion told the members that, “At 
Western Illinois Electrical, the goal 
is to reduce expenses and power 
costs. The cooperative continually 
looks at ways to attain economic 
benefits such as merger or consoli¬ 
dation, but until the staff and 
board of directors sees substantial 
savings available, the co-op would 
prefer to stay small and local.” 

He reported that since the co¬ 
op does not rely on computers to 
deliver power, the Y2K issue 
should not affect power supply to 
its members, at least on the local 
level. The co-op has received con¬ 
firmation from its power supplier, 
Soyland Power Cooperative, of its 
ongoing efforts to assure that there 
is not a power supply problem due 
to the Y2K bug. 

Top photo - There were two grand 
prizes given of $250 each. Manager 
Paul Dion congratulates the win¬ 
ners, Charlotte Holmes of Niota and 
Neill Cattle Farm by Keith Neill of 
Carthage. 

Right photo - WIEC Board President 
Ross Wear speaks. 
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Nominating Committee Chairman, John 
Lenahan, of Lomax gave the nominat¬ 
ing committee report. 

Mrs. Nadene Bent entertains the crowd 
with her style of humorous jokes and sto¬ 
ries. She brought along her collection of 
unusual purses. 

■ AUGUST 1999 

It was reported that weather has 
been a factor that has affected 
many Illinois cooperatives in the 
past few years and that WIEC is no 
exception. Last year’s storm on 
June 29 caused about $20,000 in 
damage, mostly in southern 
Henderson County. The area was 
battered by winds of 100-mph 
plus. This summer has already 

WIEC received the “best lost time” and “Best inji 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) for the I 
award for the coop were (L-R) Jerry Payne, Te™ 
Garry Miller, Eric Johnson, Mark Kissinger and 

seen its share of violent storms. 
In closing his report, Dion high¬ 
lighted a few of the newer services 
offered by the co-op such as the 
Storm Guard whole-house surge 
suppression system, which costs 
$5 per month and includes a 
$10,000 warranty for the 
customer’s appliances. The co-op 
also sells point of use surge sup¬ 
pressors for computers and elec¬ 
tronics. 

President Ross E. Wear ad¬ 
dressed the direction cooperatives 
are taking for the future. He stated 
that so far co-ops have been in¬ 
strumental in helping develop and 
promote new consumer technolo¬ 
gies like the geothermal heat 
pump. He said that even today, 
co-ops are working on new devel¬ 
opments in consumer technology. 
Soon, consumers will have use of 
microwave clothes dryers, mag¬ 
netic stoves that cook food faster 
than gas, while leaving the cook 
top cool to the touch and new 
washing machines that do a better 
job of cleaning and use 45 percent 
less energy and 25 percent less 
water. 

Wear also spoke of the changes 



in electric industry that are occur¬ 
ring because of technology. He 
said that in the future, supercon¬ 
ducting power lines will carry three 
to five times the current of today’s 
lines. Fuel cells originally devel¬ 
oped to power spacecraft will con¬ 
vert gas to electricity, with only 
waste products being water, carbon 
dioxide and heat. Renewable en- 

Manager Paul Dion ad¬ 
dresses the audience. 

P 

ss” award from the Association 
year in a row. Accepting the 

, Scott Carle, Harold Enzeroth, 
olton. Around 320 members and guests attended the 60th annual 

meeting of members of WIEC that was held June 24th . The 
crowd stands for the flag ceremony conducted by Boy Scout 
Troop 72 of Carthage. 

Board President Wear honors Tommie Long, 
Manager of Operations, for his 20 years of 
service with the WIEC. 

ergy, like wind and solar power, 
are becoming commercially viable 
power sources. Wear added that 
in our state, we’re working on new 
clean coal technology. 

Treasurer Briscoe Menke re¬ 
ported that the cooperative is in 
stable financial condition because 
of the staff’s hard work and solid, 
conservative management. He 
said that this year’s margins were 
nearly $200,000, which would be 
held in a capital credits account 
and returned to the members in 
the form of capital credits in the 
future. (6633-48) 

Annual meeting prizes 
Gift 

U. S. Silver Dollar 
Dirt Devil Vacuum Sweeper 
Gift Cert. For oil change & service 
$20 Cash 
Lasko Oscillating Fan 
$25 Cash 
First Alert Smoke Detector 
$25 Cash 
Umbrella & 2 caps 
50’ Outdoor Extension Cord 
Misc. Items 
$50 Cash 
Oscillating Fan 
Surge Protector 
Surge Protector 2 plug AC 
Rival Crock Pot 
Grand Prize #1 — $250 Cash 
Grand Prize #2 — $250 Cash 

Donor 
Marine Trust Co. of Carthage 
WIEC 
J & R Tire Service 
Carolyn Zimmerman 
WIEC 
Terra (Terry Allen) 
WIEC 
First State Bank of Western Illinois 
First Community Bank 
Heintz Electric 
Union Bank/West, Carthage 
Quint-Dryer, CPAs 
Fletcher-Reinhardt 
WIEC 
WIEC 
United Utility Supply 
WIEC 
WIEC 

Recipient 
George Mathewson, Sutter 
Diana K. Allen, Hamilton 
Doris Hoing, Carthage 
Larry Huls, Carthage 
Eugene Thorell, Carthage 
Darrold Bruns, Carthage 
Keith Neill, Carthage 
Latitia Cremer, Carthage 
Chris Dickinson, Carthage 
Russell Lawson, Plymouth 
Dale Rawhouser, Biggsville 
Stuart Kelly, Hamilton 
Myron D. Huls, Hamilton 
Quinn Pence, Dallas City 
Robert G. Johnson, Carthage 
Wilbur Mixer, Hamilton 
Charlotte Holmes, Niota 
Neill Cattle Farm, Keith Neill, 

Carthage 
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Summary of Board 
Meeting — 
May 27, 1999 

Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Robert Gronewold — 
Secretary/ Treasurer, 
Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst. 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Morrison, Menke, Newton 
and Rampley. Absent: Gronewold. 
Also present: Dion, Hurwitz & 
Hartzell. 

April 1999 had a deficit of 
$16,792; total margins for the year 
through April 30,1999 were 
$24,918; net TIER for the year-to- 
date was 1.25. 

The membership agreement for 
JULIE was discussed. Attorney 
Hartzell believed that the 
cooperative’s insurance carrier 
should be contacted concerning 
several insurance provisions in the 
membership agreement. Manager 
Dion will make Federated aware of 
these insurance requirements. 

Manager Dion informed the 
board that Federated will cover 
our liability and property insurance 
for the coming year, effective May 
1,1999. 

Nationwide Tower has submit¬ 
ted a proposal of $14,950 for 

painting the radio tower and doing 
other repair work. 

Attorney Hartzell reviewed the 
by-law seminar that he and Man¬ 
ager Dion attended on May 12. No 
changes need to be made immedi¬ 
ately to the by-laws, but informa¬ 
tion received will be further 
reviewed. 

The Board approved changing 
the June board meeting date to 
Tuesday, June 22,1999, at 7:30 
p.m. due to the annual meeting on 
the regular meeting date. 

Approval was given to a request 
for early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its by the representatives of the es¬ 
tates of Earl Ford, deceased, and 
Alma K. McManus, deceased, in 
the discounted values. 

(Approved minutes are available 
from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) (8631-61) 

Anderson, Louis M, Trust, LaHarpe 
Forquer, Gary L & Jo Anne D, Blandinsville 

Hu Is, Tammy, Basco 
Huss, Joshua L & Valerie D, Carthage 

Karlson, Tony, Nauvoo 
Martin, Ronda & Troy, Elvaston 

Newlon, Kim, Niota 
Slater, Ronald Lee & Jean, West Point 

Stuehrenberg, Ray, Carthage 
Weidner, Lyle J & Sylvia, Niota 
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Clip N' Save 
Issue 

co 
co 

How to understand energy costs 
From time to time in the WIEC 

news, articles are printed that deal 
with energy conservation and 
electric consumption. These 
articles are designed to help our 
members understand how they use 
electricity and in turn how that 
affects their monthly bill. 

Think of electric usage as 
similar to a trip to the grocery 
store. Comparing electric usage or 
grocery bills with family and 
friends would be useless because 
everyone has different habits and 
different lifestyles. Each family 
“spends” their electrical dollar a 
little differently than their 

neighbors. The average kWh per 
month in 1998 used per member 
was 867. However, this number 
should be used only as a guide, 
not a specific number that each 
family should strive for. 

The good news is that each 
member can control his or her 
energy usage by being aware of 
how electricity is used. Heating 
and cooling can use up to 58% of 
electrical usage- Refrigeration, 
lights and appliances can use up 
to another 23% more. We have 
many time and laborsaving 
devices that help us do our work 

his issue contains useful in¬ 
formation concerning calcu¬ 
lating kWh usage. - ® 

with just a flip of the switch. 
However, it is up to the consumer 
to use these appliances wisely. 
Other ways to cut energy costs are 
making sure the house is well 
insulated, turning the lights off 
when leaving a room and repairing 
leaky faucets immediately to save 
on hot water. 

The charts on the following 
pages are designed to help WIEC 
members see what affects their 
energy usage. Pull out this section 
and keep it handy. Use it to take 
the guess work out of your 
electrical usage. (759-42-1) 

How to calculate appliance usage 
It’s simple to determine the cost 

to operate any appliance or motor. 
It just takes some detective work 
and some simple math. 

Since the wattage of an appli¬ 

ance determines the electrical us¬ 
age, the first step is to find the 
wattage. The wattage is found on 
the serial plate. However, it’s pos¬ 
sible that the electrical equipment 

may be ex¬ 
pressed in volts 
and amperes, 
rather than 
watts. If so, 
multiply volts 
times amperes 
to determine 
watts. 

If the watts 
were not given 

in the above example, calculate 
watts this way. 

AMPS (12.1) X VOLTS (120) = 1,452 WATTS 

If this microwave is used ap¬ 
proximately 12 hours a month, how 
many kWh does it use in one 
month? 

KWh = 1.452 watts x 12 = 17.42 kW 
1,000 watts 

How much does it cost to oper¬ 
ate per month? 

Cost= 17.42 kWh x 12 cents 

(cost per kWh) = $2.09 

MICROWAVE OVEN 

AMPS 

HERTZ 

FORM NO. 

CODE 

12.1 

60 

123 

VOLTS 

WATTS 

MODEL NO. 

SERIAL NO. 

120 

1452 

A462 

Z5C3100 

Office closing 
WIEC office will be closed on Sept. 6 for 

Labor Day! Have a safe and enjoyable holiday! 

■ Calculate your average monthly cost of operations...........................................   16b-c 
■ Board notes           16d 
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Meter Monitoring 

Make a chart to monitor your energy usage for the month. Simply keep track of how many 
kWh are used daily and what activities influenced that usage. Start by writing 

down the meter reading for the first day of the month. By subtracting the previous day's 
reading from the current reading each day, you get the number of Kilowatt hours that 

were used in that 24 hr. period. Monitoring the kWh is an important step in 
understanding your electric usage. 

First on Scene — Farm Rescue 
What would you do if you saw a 

neighbor’s tractor tangled in a 
downed electric line? Would you 
try to untangle him? How do you 
know if the line is dead? What 
would you do if you saw cattle run¬ 
ning from a confinement that was 
on fire? Would these animals be 
safe to put in your feed lot? 

Agriculture is becoming more 
diversified, the types of accidents 
that happen are also expanding. 
For your safety and those that de¬ 
pend on you, it pays to be pre¬ 
pared. These topics and more will 
be addressed at the First on Scene 
— Farm Rescue that will be held 
on Sept. 8. It will be held at the 

Pettit Family Farm at 2240 N. 
County Road 2000, Burnside, IL. 

This program is organized by 
the local EMS services to help 
other EMS personnel as well as the 
farm community understand what 
to do when first on the scene of a 
farm accident. Discussions will in¬ 
clude what should be done in a 
confinement incident including how 
to handle confused animals. Live 
Line Demo, sponsored by WIEC, 
will set up an electrical display us¬ 
ing the same types of poles and 
equipment used by WIEC. Kyle 
Finley, the owner of Live Line 
Demo, will be on site to offer tips 

for what to do in an accident in¬ 
volving electricity. The local FFA 
chapters will discuss grain handling 
and other hazards on the farm and 
in agri-business. Max Armstrong 
will also share his views on farm 
safety and antique tractor safety. 

Come on out to Burnside and 
spend the day. Lunch will be pro¬ 
vided compliments of the Beef As¬ 
sociation and the Pork Producers. 
All EMS, fire and law enforcement 
personnel are urged to attend. A 
special invitation goes out to all 
farmers and their families, since 
you never know when someone will 
be depending on you. (8624-12) 

Low Income Energy Assistance available 
If you need financial assistance to 

pay your electric bill, you may be 
eligible to participate in the Low In¬ 
come Home Energy Assistance Pro¬ 
gram (LIHEAP). The program begins 
on Sept. 1,1999 for households that 

have elderly, disabled, or have been 
disconnected. Applications for all 
others will be accepted starting No¬ 
vember 1,1999. Applicants must call 
for an appointment and bring with 

them proof of income for the last 30 
days, their most recent electric bill 
and Social Security numbers for all 
in the household. For more details 
contact the following: 

Members in Hancock, 
Henderson and 
McDonough Counties: 

Western Illinois Regional 
Council 
223 S. Randolph 
Macomb IL61455 
(309) 837-2997 

Members in Adams County: 
Two Rivers Regional Council 
4th & State 

Quincy, IL 62301 
(217) 224-8171 

In addition, members may also find help from: The Salvation Army, their Township supervisors, the Veteran’s 
Administration and area churches. (678-62-1) 
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The cost of commonly used appliances 
Here is a partial listing of some commonly used household appliances and their average kWh consumption. 

To find the cost of average cost of running these appliances, simply take the kWh usage times 12 cents (cost of 
electricity) Example: the cost of running an iron for one hour is .57 x .12 or 7 cents. These figures are based on 
average use. Individual energy consumption may vary. 

Average kwh Average kwh 

Electrical Appliances Wattage Usage Electrical Appliances Wattage Usage 

FREEZERS CLEANUP 
Upright Compactor 400 .03/load 

Frostfree (15 cu ft) 440 210.0/mo Dishwasher (doesn’t include 
Improved efficiency* 122.0/mo heating water) 1200 1.00/1oad 

Manual (15cuft) 341 155.0/mo Electricity for hot water 3.00/1 oad 
Improved efficiency* 90.0/mo Disposer 445 .04/1 oad 

Chest 
Frostfree (15 cu ft) 360 110.0/mo COMFORT CONDITIONING 

Improved efficiency* 64.0/mo Air Cleaner 50 1,20/day 
Air Conditioner 

REFRIGERATORS 12,000 Btu EER = 6 2.00/hr 
Standard (15 cu ft) 326 100.0/mo 12,000 Btu EER = 8 1.50/hr 

Improved efficiency* 69.0/mo 12,000 Btu EER = 10 1.20/hr 
Frostfree (15 cu ft) 615 200.0/mo Blanket (8 hr/use) 150 .60/use 

Improved efficiency* 138.0/mo Dehumidifier 260 .13/hr 
Fan-Attic 370 .37/hr 

HEALTH AND BEAUTY Fan - Circulating 88 .09/hr 
Blowdryer (8 min/use) 1000 .13/use Fan-Window 200 .20/hr 
Curling Iron/Brush, HairClipper, Each Heat Lamp (infrared) 250 .25/hr 

Hair Setter, Heating Pad, uses Heater-Portable 1500 .90/hr 
Massager, Shaver, Shave Cream less Humidifier 180 .18/hr 
Dispenser, Toothbrush than 1.0/mo Kitchen Exhaust Fan 88 .09/hr 

Water Bed Heater 400 .20/hr 
HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
Radio 71 .07/hr FOOD PREPARATION 
TV Coffee Maker/Percolator (8-10 cup) 

Black & White (solid state) 50-100 .05-. 10/hr Brew Cycle (15 min/use) 600 .15/use 
Color (solid state) 250 .25/hr Warm Cycle (60 min/use) 80 .06/use 

Stereo 150 .15/hr Coffee Maker/Urn (30 cup) 
Brew Cycle (30 min/use) 1200 .60/use 

HOUSEWARES & OUTDOORS Warm Cycle (2 hr/use) 100 .20/use 
Clock 2 1.40/mo Coffee Maker/Drip (8-10 cup) 
Engine Block Heater 1000-2000 1.0-2.0/hr Brew Cycle (10 min/use) 1100 .17/use 
Floor Polisher (30 min/use) 305 1 5/use Warm Cycle (60 min/use) 70 .07/use 
Lawn Mower 1000-1600 1.0-1.6/hr Frypan 1200 .74/hr 
Motor, 1 horsepower 1000 1.0/hr Hot Beverage Maker (3 min/use) 1000 .05/use 
Sewing Machine 75 less than Slow Cooker 200 .20/hr 

1.0/mo Toaster (3 min/use) 1100 .11/use 
Typewriter (15 min/use) 100 .03/use Waffle Maker (30 min/use) 1200 .48/use 
Vacuum Cleaner (30 min/use) 630 .32/use Blender, Can Opener, Carving Each 

Knife, Coffee Mill, Corn uses 
LAUNDRY Popper, Egg Cooker, Fondue less 
Clothes Dryer 5000 2.58/load Pot, Food Processor, Food than 
ClothesWasher (cold water) 500 .25/load Slicer, Ice Cream Maker, Ice 1.0/mo 

Electricity for hot water 6.00/load Crusher, Juicer, Knife 
Iron (1 hr/use) 1100 .57/use Sharpener, Mixer, Warming Tray 

LIGHTING OVENS AND COOKTOPS 
General Household 3.00/day Microwave (5 min/use) 1450-1600 .12/use 
Outdoor Portable 

Security Light (Mercury vapor) 175 70.00/mo Baking (30 min/use) 1500 .19/use 
Spotlight (all night) 150 50.00/mo Broiling (30 min/use) 1500 .29/use 

WATER HEATING & SUPPLY Toasting (3 min/use) 1500 .08/use 
Water Pump (varies with depth)750-1000 1.30/mo Range - Burner 1800 1.80/hr 
Water Heater Range - Oven 5000 5.00/hr 

Tank (40 gal. quick recovery) 4500 13.00/day Oven Cleaning Cycle 5000 7.00/use 
Point of Use (2 min/use) 734 .03/use 
Pool circulating Pump & Filter FOOD PRESERVATION 

System (24 hr/day) 575 14.00/day Bagmaker/Sealer 58 less than 
Pool Heater 8530 8.50/hr 1.0/mo 
Sump Pump (1/3 horsepower) .8/hr Dehydrator 660-1000 .26/hr 

*Averages for models produced since 1979 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Robert Gronewold — 
Secretary/ Treasurer, 
Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst. 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Summary off board meeting 
June 22, 1999 

Directors present: Wear, Vaughn, 
Morrison, Menke, Newton, 
Gronewold and Rampley. Also 
present Dion, Hurwitz & Hartzell. 

May 1999 had a margin of 
$2,927; total margins for the year 
through May 31,1999 were 
$27,845; net TIER for the year-to- 
date was 1.23. 

The radio tower has been 
painted. The safety climb device 
has been ordered and Nationwide 
Tower will return to finish the work. 
The Membership Agreement for 
J.U.L.I.E. has been sent to the 
company. There will be an article 
in the newsletter concerning the 
agreement and contacting 
J.U.L.I.E. if any digging is to be 
done. 

CADP will install a new computer 
system for a total cost of 
$28,000.00 which includes all 
equipment and setup. The system 
will be Y2K compliant and faster. 

The AIEC dues for next year will 

be $25,530. 
Motion was made and carried 

approving Briscoe Menke the 
cooperative’s representative and 
Haven D. Vaughn the alternate 
representative to the 58th Annual 
Meeting of AIEC in Springfield, July 
29 and 30, 1999. 

Motion was made and carried 
approving Haven D. Vaughn the 
cooperative’s representative and 
Briscoe Menke the alternate 
representative to the 1999 meeting 
of Illinois members of NRECA in 
Springfield, Illinois, on July 29, 
1999 at 4:30 p.m. 

Approval was given to a request 
for early retirement of capital 
credits by the representative of the 
estate of Lawrence Ellefritz, 
deceased, in the discounted value. 
(Approved minutes are available 
from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) (9532-31) 

Western Illinois Electrical 

Wanna save ten bucks? 

Map 
Location 
Contest 
Winner 

Map 
Location 
Contest 
Winner 

$10 Bill Credit 

Don’t forget to look for your map location number in 
every issue of the WIEC News! Find your number and 
you could save 10 bucks on your next bill. 

You can’t win if you don’t look. 

Welcome new members 
Christofferson, Amber, Niota 

Garrison, Wayne Ray Jr., Dallas City 

Graham, Katherine A., Burnside 

Johnson, Ronnie, Carthage 

Kamps, Steve, Golden 

Miller, Don L., Plymouth 

Nichols, Alan W. Jr., Stronghurst 

Porter, Donnie & Michelle, Plymouth 

Ramatowski, Ezeckiel & Elaine, Niota 

Ramsey, Rick, Bowen 

Robertson, Ron & Amanda, Carman 

Spence, Allan & Joanna, Tremont, IL 

Woo, Gary & Cindi, Nauvoo 

Zart, James M., Gladstone 
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Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Member Appreciation Day will be October 25th 

October is cooperative month. 
Many electric members don’t re¬ 
member the first day electricity 
came to their homes. To most, 
electricity has just always been 
there. The only time it’s consid¬ 
ered is when it’s not there. 

By joining WIEC, you became a 
member of a unique organization. 
An electric cooperative is different. 
In fact, there are a lot of positive 
differences between receiving 
electricity from a cooperative and 
receiving it from an investor- 
owned utility (IOU). (4926-46) 

Your electric cooperative is not- 
for-profit and consumer-owned, 
like the local grain elevator coop. 
That means that any revenue 
above expenses will be eventually 
returned to you, the member, in 
the form of capital credit pay¬ 
ments. Profits are not given to far¬ 

away stockholders or as year-end 
bonuses to the Chairman of the 
Board as with the lOUs. 

We are committed to providing 
the best possible sen/ice at the 
lowest possible cost. During busi¬ 
ness hours, we have a local office 
that will be able to answer your 
questions when there’s a problem 
with your bill or your electrical ser¬ 
vice. After normal business hours, 
WIEC employees still answer the 
phones just in case there’s an out¬ 
age or an emergency. After hours, 
someone does not answer calls 
across the state who has no idea 
where Basco or Gladstone is. By 
having WIEC employees on call, 
we can get to a problem quicker 
and get your power restored 
sooner. That’s one of our goals in 
providing good customer service. 

As a member of a cooperative, 

you have a direct voice in the op¬ 
eration of the cooperative. You 
elect the board of directors at the 
annual meeting. The directors are 
your neighbors with the same 
cares and concerns as you. We 
have a diverse board that repre¬ 
sents our diverse membership. 
They bring their knowledge and 
experience to the boardroom 
helping shape WIEC and prepare 
the coop for the future. 

To celebrate cooperative month 
and the cooperative way, WIEC 
will have Member Appreciation 
Day on Oct. 25ttl from 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in the Carthage office. Come 
in, pay your bill, and have a cup of 
coffee and a donut with us. It’s a 
great chance to visit with coopera¬ 
tive employees and have any 
questions answered. We hope to 
see you on the 25th! 

Welcome new members: 
Barnes, Stephen M & Sandra K, Lomax 
Butler, Nathan M & Dana, LaHarpe 
Coulter, Bryan P & Janine, Burnside 
Edwards, Laveta, Colchester 
Earl Ford Farms, Inc., Robert Ford, Carman 
Foxall, Bill & Susan, Macomb 
Gasperi, Larry, Tennessee 
Johnson, Andrew J, LaHarpe 
Johnson, Angela S, Gladstone 
Klatt, Martin, Peoria, IL 
Kozlowski, Jon, Winthrop Harbor, IL 

Kress, Richard, Stronghurst 
Linnenburger, Willis A, West Point 
McDonough Telephone Cooperative, Colchester 
Patton, Dennis W & Cindy J, Colchester 
Poison, Jack M II & Cindy, Carman 
Pratt, Stephen & Amy, LaHarpe 
Torrance, Russell L & Connie Sue, Biggsville 
Tuxhorn, Jeffrey W & Heather M, Sutter 
Ussery, Donald K, Tennessee, IL 
Willdrick, Russell G, Dallas City 

■ 4-H Electrical school, bin wiring       16b 
■ Wiring safety, fun and games.......         16c 
■ Electric heat, board notes               I6d 
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Electricity School held 
On June 25th, Electricity School 

was held at the Carthage Exten¬ 
sion Center. Jerry Payne, chief 
electrician for WIEC, was on hand 
to help guide the 4-H members 
through the learning process. 
They built battery cables, lamps 
and learned about the workings of 
a fuse box. Congratulations, 

4-H’ers for a job well done! 
Those participating were: 
Group I: Jason Buss, Felicia 

Williamson, Sean Williamson, 
Kelum Fecht, Brock Dunsworth, 
Franz Dunsworth, Sean Dickerson 
and Tyson Dickerson. 

Group II: John Bruns, Kale 
McKoon, Nick Williamson, Joe 

Radel, Jared Roskamp, Mitch 
Fleisler, Mark Geissler and Austin 
Johnson. 

Group III: Terry Roskamp, Peter 
Wilson, Micah Pope and Daniel 
Flarrison. (3817-54) 

Instructors for the projects were 
Brad Barber, Paul Mealiff, Larry 
Susan and Jerry Payne. 

Jerry Payne explains how a fuse 

box works to the Group ill par¬ 

ticipants. 

Daniel Harrison, son of WIEC 
member David and Ruth 

Harrison of rural Carthage, asks 

Jerry Payne a question about 

fuses. 

Tyson Dickerson, son of Tim and Gay Dickerson 

and grandson of WIEC member James 
Dickerson of Carthage, is all smiles as he as¬ 

sembles a battery cable. 

Electrical safety: Proper grain bin wiring 

When building or expanding 
crop storage facilities, there are 
several important decisions that 
must be made well before the 
equipment is purchased and con¬ 
struction begins. Several of these 
decisions involve the use of elec¬ 
tric energy in serving large mo¬ 
tors, planning for overhead or 
underground wiring, and locating 
grain bins the proper distance 
away from overhead lines. 

To ensure safety as well as wise 
resource investment, use the fol¬ 
lowing checklist as a guide and 
allow for enough lead time to 
properly design the entire con¬ 
struction. Also, be sure to talk with 
WIEC early in the planning pro¬ 
cess in order to make energy- 
smart and safe decisions. 

Checklist: 
• Was the system 

installed by a licensed 
electrician? 

• Is all electrical 
equipment dry and free of 
corrosion? 

• Are all conductors 
(wires), fuses and circuit 
breakers of the proper size 
and type? 

• Are all outlets, 
switches and other devices 
surface-mounted for easy 
inspection and maintenance? 

• Do all motor circuits 
have disconnects located 
within sight of the motor? 

• Do motors have 
correctly sized over-current 
protection and are they rated 

for farm duty? 
• Does each motor have 

circuit overload protection? 
• Are lights enclosed by 

globes or guards? 

Source: National Food and 
Energy Council 
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Is your wiring a fire hazard? 
Today’s average home uses 

about six times as much electricity 
as a home did a generation ago. If 
you have an older home, your 
electrical system may not be up to 
the task of powering all the equip¬ 
ment we commonly use today. 

In fact, some estimates indicate 
that four out of five American 
homes are inadequately wired. 
Inadequate wiring causes one out 
of eight home fires. 

How do you know if your home 
is properly wired? If you answer 
yes to three of the following ques¬ 
tions, chances are that your elec¬ 
trical system needs upgrading. 

• Is your home more than 10 
years old? 

• Do you have problems with 
circuit breakers tripping fre¬ 
quently? 

• Is the picture on your televi¬ 
sion constantly shrinking or fad¬ 
ing? (9612-34-0) 

• Are your lights dimming or 
electric motors running more 
slowly than they should? 

Rewiring a home is an expen¬ 
sive proposition, but it’s almost 
certainly cheaper than a fire. Have 
a licensed electrician review your 
electrical system and advise you 
of the measures that you need to 
take to minimize the risk of an 
electrical fire. 

Source: Reliant 

Test your "Jingle" knowledge 

Commercial jingles have been around forever. Yet for some reason they stay with us long after the TV 
program is over or the magazine is thrown away. Take this test to see if you can match the slogan to the 
product or company. Good luck! 

1. “I can’t believe I ate the whole thing.” A) Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups 
2. “It’s the real thing.” B) General Electric 
3. “You deserve a break today.” C) Microsoft 
4. Melts in your mouth, not in your hands.” D) Old Milwaukee 
5. “Fly the friendly skies.” E) Wendy’s 
6. “The heartbeat of America.” F) Chevrolet 
7. “Have it your way.” G) Kentucky Fried Chicken 
8. “Where’s the beef?” H) Miller Light 
9. “Let your fingers do the walking.” I) M&M Candies 
10. “Good to the last drop.” J) B. F. Goodrich 
11. “It doesn’t get any better than this.” K) McDonald’s 
12. “Put a tiger in your tank.” L) Maxwell House 
13. “Sometimes you feel like a nut, M) Almond Joy/Mounds Candy 

sometimes you don’t.” N) AT&T 
14. “Finger-licking good.” 0) Burger King 
15. “Reach out and touch someone.” P) Exxon 
16. “We bring good things to life.” Q) Coca Cola 
17. “Where do you want to go today?” R) Yellow Pages 
18. “We’re the other guys.” S) Alka Seltzer 
19. “Tastes great, less filling.” T) United Airlines 
20. “Two great things that taste great together.” U) Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
21. “Owned by those we serve.” 

niz ‘\/oz ;H6L m :QZI. .‘a9i. ‘NSI. :on :iAiei. -dzi ‘on :i6i. :y6 :R8 :OZ :d9 is :>ie ‘oz -si 
:SJ0MSUV 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Robert Gronewold — 
Secretary/Treasurer, 
Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst. 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by 
the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will 
give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC 
News. 

ouT 
Last Meeting 

Summary of board meeting — 
July 22, 1999 

Directors present: Wear, 
Vaughn, Menke and Rampley. Ab¬ 
sent: Morrison, Newton and 
Gronewold. Also present: Dion, 
Hurwitz & Hartzell. 

June 1999 had a margin of 
$38,079; total margins for the year 
through June 30, 1999 were 
$65,925; net TIER for the year-to- 
date was 1.43. 

Jim Kaufman from CFC made a 
presentation regarding the possi¬ 
bility of the cooperative’s buyout 
of Rural Utilities Service (RUS) 
debt. After a thorough review of 
the feasibility of prepayment of all 
of its Qualified Notes currently out¬ 
standing with RUS, a resolution 
was approved to make application 
to CFC for a commitment in the 
approximate amount of $5 million 
to be used to prepay RUS debts. 

JULIE may require a dedicated 
phone line and printer because of 
the number of calls they are claim- 

Choose 
October means that the days 

are getting shorter and that cold 
weather is just around the corner. 
Before it arrives, check the fur¬ 
nace to make sure that it will be 
dependable on those chilly morn¬ 
ings. If considering a new unit, 
think about electric heat. There 
are many different types on the 
market today. 

The most energy efficient type 
is geothermal. The basic theory is 
that the unit uses Mother Earth’s 
ground temperature to heat and 
cool your home. Because it works 
with the constant temperature of 
the earth, operating a ground 
source heat pump is dirt-cheap. 
We offer a 6-cent per kWh year 

ing the cooperative will receive 
this year. The matter is being 
looked into further. 

The cooperative will offer gift 
certificates before Christmas of 
this year, which may be given for a 
Christmas or other type of gift. 

There will be a farm rescue pre¬ 
sentation on Sept. 18, 1999, by 
the emergency medical personnel 
of the area. The cooperative will 
sponsor the live line demonstra¬ 
tion. 

Resolutions were adopted to 
change signature cards at local 
banks due to change in secretary/ 
treasurer. (10532-82) 

Motion was made and carried 
approving Briscoe Menke the 
cooperative’s voting delegate and 
Haven D. Vaughn the alternate 
voting delegate at the NRECA Re¬ 
gion V meeting in Des Moines, 
Iowa, Sept. 14-16,1999. 

Motion was made and carried 
approving Haven D. Vaughn the 
cooperative’s voting delegate and 
Briscoe Menke the alternate voting 
delegate at the CFC District V 
meeting in Des Moines, Iowa, 
Sept. 15, 1999. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regular 
board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office). 

electric! 
round rate plus other incentives, 
such as free trenching, or $300 
rebate or a free water heater. This 
rate applies to heating in the win¬ 
ter months as well as air condi¬ 
tioning in the summer months. 
After experiencing such a 
scorcher as last July, that’s some¬ 
thing to think about. Users say 
that they experience more consis¬ 
tent comfort than they did with 
conventional heating and cooling 
systems. The units are quiet, odor- 
free and energy efficient too. Just 
ask one of the 80 members of 
WIEC who currently use geother¬ 
mal systems to heat and cool their 
homes. 
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Students encouraged to 
apply for 2000 IEC Memorial 

Scholarship 

ACH Program 
can save you 

time 
Time is a precious commodity. How 

many times have you found yourself 

saying, “Where did last month go?” or 

“I just don’t have time to ” West¬ 
ern Illinois Electrical Coop, has an idea 
that will help you save time and money 

as well. It is our ACH program. 
This program automatically pays 

your electric bill from your checking or 

savings account on the date the bill is 
due. Just think, no more writing checks, 
licking stamps or addressing enve¬ 

lopes. Think of the time that you’ll save! 
Members who are already enrolled find 
it easy and convenient. 

Members receive their bill around 

the 10th of the month, just like before, 
however itwill be marked “Paid by ACH 
Transfer— no reply necessary”. We will 
notify the bank to withdraw the amount 
of the current bill on the date it is due. 

It’s that simple. Call or stop by our of¬ 

fice and use your new spare time for 
something better than writing checks. 
(3533-40-1) 

Western Illinois Electrical Coop 
manager, Paul M. Dion, has an¬ 
nounced that for the fifth consecu¬ 
tive year, the Illinois electric 
cooperatives will award $1,000 aca¬ 
demic scholarships to high school 
seniors. The three scholarships are 
being awarded through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program. Because of the 
scholarship program’s success, an 
extra scholarship was added this 
year for children of cooperative 
members. 

High school seniors pursuing a 
college education in the state of Illi¬ 
nois are eligible to participate in the 
program. Two of the three scholar¬ 
ships will be awarded to the child of 
an electric cooperative member. The 
other $1,000 award will go to the 
child of an electric cooperative di¬ 
rector or employee. Deadline for 
applications to be returned to the 
cooperative is Jan. 1,2000. 

“The purpose of the scholarship 

program is to assist electric coop¬ 
erative youth while honoring past 
rural electric leaders through memo¬ 
rial gifts,” said Cooperative Manager 
Paul M. Dion. “Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop, and the other Illinois 
electric cooperatives want to make 
a difference in their communities. 
One of the best ways we can do that 
is by lending a hand to our youth.” 

Candidates are judged on the 
basis of grade point average, col¬ 
lege entrance exam scores, work and 
volunteer experience, school and 
civic activities, and a short essay that 
demonstrates their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship 
program was established in 1994 by 
the board of directors of the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. For further information on the 
IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, 
contact Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, at (217) 357-3125, or ask your 
high school guidance counselor. 

VE 
OFFICE CLOSINGS 

Our office will be closed 
Thursday, November 11, in observance 

of Veteran’s Day. The office will reopen on 
Friday, Nov. 12, at 8 a.m. 

The WIEC office will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 25, 
in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. We will resume 
normal business hours on Friday, Nov. 26. 

The Board of Directors and employees of WIEC would 
like to wish you a Happy Thanksgiving. 

As always, in case of an emergency, call (217) 357-3125. 

Wow, What a 
Great Gift! 
THANKS!!" 

That’s what you’ll be hearing when you give 
the WIEC gift certificates for Christmas. It’s the perfect gift 
for those on your list who are hard to buy for. These gift 
certificates will appear as credits on the recipient’s electric 
bill. Just come into our office before Dec. 7th and the credit 
will be applied to the receiver’s bill that will be due Dec^. 
Come in after Dec. 7th and the credit will be applied to their bill 
due Jan. 25th. Either way, you’ll receive a gift certificate to 
give or put under the tree and you’ll have one less gift to 
worry about. (4533-33) 

■ Air show at Carthage........................................             16b-c 
■ Board notes                 16d 
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Ed Neff and his powered 

parachute 

their enthusiasm for their 
aircraft. 

Ed Neff, the orga¬ 
nizer of the event and a 
WIEC member, had always 
wanted to fly, but he didn’t 
want to spend the time 
and money to learn to fly 
a fixed wing aircraft. So for 
a fraction of what an air¬ 
plane costs and less time 
involved, he purchased a 
powered parachute and 
his wish came true. After 
an afternoon of flight 
school, he was able to 
take his aircraft home and 
fly. A pilot was born. 

A powered para¬ 
chute looks like a three-wheeled go- 
cart with a parachute on top. To 
become airborne, the cart takes off 
down a runway or a flat surface with 
the chute laid out behind. As the cart 
rolls down the runway, the wind 
catches the chute and that provides 
the lift. Steering is accomplished by 
pulling on a line attached to the out¬ 
side trailing edge of the chute. The 
lines are attached to foot bars; so to 
turn left — push on the left foot bar 
and to turn right — push on the right 
foot bar. Increasing or decreasing al- 

On August 14th, the sky above 
Carthage Airport was busy. It was a 
beautiful day with a bright blue sky 
that provided the perfect contrast for 
the colorful parachutes that were in 

the air. Six powered parachute pi¬ 
lots and their aircraft came to 
Carthage to compete in four differ¬ 
ent contests. They, along with a 
backpack paraglider, came to share 

Back pack paraglider, Randy Golf, shows how his air- Parachute pilots try to earn points by getting their 

craft is worn. baseballs into the box on the runway. 
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It takes a careful aim and steady hand to get the beanbag into the target. current world 
record. It took him 
almost an hour to 
reach that height and only 30 min¬ 
utes to come down. Despite the thin 
oxygen level at that altitude, Ed said 
that he didn’t get nauseous, “al¬ 
though people always ask me that,” 
says Neff. When asked if the people 
from the Guinness Book of World 
Records would be knocking at his 
door, Ed smiled and said, “We’re 
working on it”. Neff is also listed in 
the world book of records on the 
website, powerchute.com. This 
website has a great deal of informa¬ 
tion on the powered parachutes, in¬ 
cluding events, world records, and 
dealers. 

The Carthage Airport provided the 
perfect setting for the fly-in although 
the wind that day proved to be a 
challenge to the pilots during the 
competition. The first event was the 
cross-country race. The challenge 
was for the pilots to consider the 
current wind speed and distance and 
guess how long it would take their 
aircraft to take them to the Missis¬ 
sippi River, drop a golf ball in the 
river, then return to the airport. The 
pilot whose guess is closest to his 
actual time earned the most points. 
The baseball throw was the next con¬ 
test. A box with three sections was 
placed on the runway. The pilots 
were given three baseballs to roll one 
at a time, into the box, all while fly¬ 
ing their aircraft 50’ above the 
ground. The bean bag toss was simi¬ 
lar to the baseball throw; however, 
the aircraft must be 100-feet above 
the ground, which made it a little 

tougher. Despite their best efforts, 
the wind kept all of the beanbags 
from landing in the box. Another 
event held to test the pilot’s flight 
skills was called the touch and go 
contest. The pilot tried to land his 
powered parachute, roll down the 
runway, and then take off again all 
the while being close to or on a line 
on the runway. The winner of each 
contest earned points that will be 
taken to national competition that 
will be held later in Wisconsin. 

Although not in 
the competition, 
the backpack 
paraglider, Randy 
Golf of Burlington, 
IA, also gave the 
spectators some¬ 
thing to see. A 
mere 40 lbs. in 
weight, the back¬ 
pack version can 
fly at the same 
speed as the other 
models and can 
go up to 1,200 feet 
in the air. The mo¬ 
tor and fan fits on 
an aluminum back¬ 
pack frame. Randy 
says, “I can land 
anywhere I want. I 
can miss telephone 
wires that the big¬ 
ger crafts can’t.” 

The breezy Au¬ 
gust day ended. 
The pilots and their 
crafts went home. 

However, their devotion for their 
hobby will remain. Ed Neff flies in 
competitions throughout the sum¬ 
mer. He and his powered parachute 
can also be seen flying around 
Carthage and Ferris in the evening. 
He just enjoys being up in the air 
and flying. For more information, go 
to the website: powerchute.com or 
contact Ed. But beware — his en¬ 
thusiasm for this hobby is conta¬ 
gious. (7828-37) 

A beautiful day for flying... 

titude is as simple 
as increasing or 
decreasing the 
throttle. Airspeed 
is usually around 
30 miles an hour. 
Ed’s aircraft is a 
two-seater model 
that costs around 
$8,000, although 
prices will vary 
with different mod¬ 
els and features. 

Recently, Ed 
flew his powered 
parachute to a 
height of 16,080 
feet above sea 
level, which is a 
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Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. 

524 North Madison 
RO. Box 338 

Carthage, IL 62321 

Office hours 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

During office hours, 
or after hours 

to report outage 
(217) 357-3125 

Board of directors 
Ross E. Wear — President, 

Carthage 

Haven Vaughn — 
Vice President, Lomax 

Robert Gronewold — 
Secretary/ Treasurer, 
Carthage 

Jay Morrison — 
Assistant Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Niota 

Briscoe Menke — Director, 
Carthage 

William R. Newton — 
Director, Burnside 

Wayne Rampley — Director, 
Sutter 

Staff 
Paul Dion — Manager 

Virginia Hurwitz — 
Adm. Asst 

Tommie Long — 
Mgr. of Operations 

Becky Dickinson — 
Office Manager 

Map Location Contest 
Every month we are printing 
four member's map location 
numbers in the newsletter. If 
you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following 
month, tell us where it is and 
we will give you a $10.00 bill 
credit. Keep on reading the 
WIEC News. 

Summary of Board Meeting 
August 26, 1999 

Directors present: Wear, Vaughn, 
Menke, Rampley, Morrison, Newton 
and Gronewold. Also present: Dion, 
Hurwitz & Hartzell. 

July, 1999 had a margin of 
$103,723.00; total margins for the 
year through July 31, 1999 were 
$169,648.00; net TIER for the year- 
to-date was 1.98. 

The Cooperative’s new computer 
system will be installed on Sept. 27, 
1999. 

A resolution was adopted ap¬ 
proving the electric service agree¬ 
ment between Ameren Energy, Inc. 
and Soyland Power Cooperative, 
Inc. The agreement requires an ac¬ 

count security in the form of a guar¬ 
antee between Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop, and Ameren Energy, or 
a Letter of Credit from Soyland. 

Approval was given to a request 
for the early retirement of capital cred¬ 
its by the representatives of the es¬ 
tate of Mildred McBride, deceased. 

A resolution was adopted approv¬ 
ing RUS Form 675 (Certificate of Au¬ 
thority). 

(Approved minutes are available 
from the WIEC office. Regular board 
meetings are held on the fourth Thurs¬ 
day of each month at the WIEC of¬ 
fice.) (682-8) 

Lighting 

Safely 
With the holiday season close at 

hand, many of us will be decorating our home 
with lights. Here are a few safety tips to keep 
in mind: 

• All cords should be completely insu¬ 
lated and all sockets attached firmly 
to the cords. 

• Only cords labeled for outdoor use 
should be used to decorate your yard or 
the outside of your home. 

• When outdoors, keep ladders away from overhead 
power lines. 

• Keep paper and tinsel away from lights. 
• Unplug lights before going to bed. 
• Do not run cords behind radiators, under carpets, through doorways, 

around pipes or near metal products. 
• Do not plug too many cords into one socket. Electrical outlet may 

overheat and cause a fire. 
• Have at least one fire extinguisher handy for home fires. 

i Welcome new members 
Althide, Brandon J, Nauvoo 

Bigger, Samuel & Susan Fryrear- 

Bigger, Gladstone 

Crum, Rodney & Beth, LaHarpe 

Douglas, Gilbert W. Jr., Burlington, IA 

Ehrhardt, Cynthia M, Hamilton 

Fidler, John, Elvaston 

Hansen, James, Carthage 

Hartman, Robert & Gail, Hamilton 

Hester, Bruce, Huntsville 

Lamb, Brad, Dallas City 

Maynard, David W, Niota 

Parkin, Jared & Rachael, Sutter 

Rodeffer, Michael, LaHarpe 
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CWK-C 
Published for members of Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Be a smart stay-at-home shopper 
Ever since the first Sears & 

Roebuck catalog was delivered to 
the prairie, rural America has been 
hooked on shopping by catalogs. 
Today, the internet makes at-home 
shopping even easier. Bear in 
mind these do’s and don’t’s when 
ordering by catalog or from the 
net: 

• Expect delivery to take at 
least three to four weeks unless 
you’ve arranged for faster service. 
If you do not receive your mer¬ 
chandise within 30 days but the 
charge has been posted to your 
credit card, contact the seller for 
an explanation. If you get no satis¬ 
faction, then call the credit card 
company. 

• Give specific instructions for a 
gift card, including the recipient’s 

name and address as well as your 
own. 

• Inspect items immediately on 
arrival to ensure that a shipment is 
complete and the contents are un¬ 
damaged. 

• Don’t go by the pictures 
alone. They can be misleading. 
Instead, check the size, weight, 
and/or specifications for a clearer 
idea of what you’re ordering. 

• Don’t throw away the ship¬ 
ping label. Keep it as proof of pur¬ 
chase in case the item has to be 
returned. 

• Before making an online pur¬ 
chase, check the web site for a 
phone number and mailing ad¬ 
dress. (Look for a street address, 
not a post office box.) If you don’t 
recognize the name of the com¬ 

pany, call the number to confirm 
that the business does exist. 

• Also, check the web site for 
the term “SSL,” which stands for 
secure socket layer and indicates 
that the site uses security mea¬ 
sures to keep others from finding 
out your credit card account num¬ 
ber. (5831-46-1) 

• After making an Internet pur¬ 
chase, print out the web page on 
which the confirmation appears. If 
it shows an order confirmation 
number, it can serve as a receipt. 

• Check your credit card state¬ 
ments to ensure that charges for 
purchases were posted accu¬ 
rately. Call the credit card com¬ 
pany immediately if they were not. 

Addressing the histoiy of Christmas cards 
The practice of sending Christ¬ 

mas cards to friends and loved 
ones was begun in 1843 in En¬ 
gland, reportedly by Sir Henry 
Cole. The first card, which de¬ 
picted a family celebrating Christ¬ 
mas, was designed by J.C. 

Horsley. More than 1,000 copies 
of the card were sold commer¬ 
cially. 

By the latter part of that century, 
the exchange of Christmas cards 
was commonplace. Today, Christ¬ 
mas card sales account for 35 

percent of the 7.4 billion greeting 
cards that are sold annually in the 
United States, according to the 
Greeting Card Association. This 
translates to approximately $2.4 
billion spent on Christmas cards 
each year. 

To our members... 
The Board of Directors and the employees of Western Illinois Electrical Coop, 

would like to wish you a very, Merry Christmas and the happiest of New Years. 
Our office will close at noon on Dec. 23 and reopen on Dec. 27. 

We will also be closed at noon on Dec. 30 and reopen on Jan. 3. 
As always, in case of emergency, call (217) 357-3125 in case of a power out¬ 

age. ^ r 
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FAQ's (or Frequently Asked Questions) 
Every once in a while, we get calls 
from members who need answers 
on billing questions. We thought 
that maybe other members might 
have wondered about the same 
things, so we will answer some of 
the most-asked questions in the 
newsletter. We will try to answer at 
least one question per month. If 
you have questions concerning 
your bill or your service that you 
would like answered in the WIEC 
Newsletter, let us know. 

"When do I get my 
deposit back? Can it be 
applied to my bill?" 

Deposits are paid back after 12 
consecutive on-time payments of 
your electric bill. We usually issue 
a check and mail it back to the 
member. However, if you would 
like it applied to your bill, just call 
our office and it can be done. 

"I didn't use any 
kilowatts last month and I 
still have a bill for $ 11.50. 
Why?" 

WIEC charges an $11.50 facility 
charge for maintenance and up¬ 
keep of the wiring, meter and 
transformer. This is to cover ex¬ 
penses for providing the wiring 
and equipment that furnishes 
electricity to the member. This 
charge applies to every bill no 
matter if zero or a 1,000 kWh were 
used. Usually if there is usage, the 
$11.50 is added to the dollar 
amount of the kWh and is on the 
first line of the bill card. 

"Please explain net and 
gross amount" 

The net amount is the amount 
due if paid by the due date - usu¬ 
ally on the 25th (or the next busi¬ 
ness day) of the month. If 
payment is received in the office 
by 8:00 a.m. on the 26th or if 
mailed, the postmark reads the 
25th, then these payments are 
considered on time. Any payment 
with a postmark after the due date 
or payments made in our office 
after 8 a.m. the next day are con¬ 
sidered late. If payment is late, a 5 
percent penalty is applied, which 
is the gross amount on the bill 
card. (863-6) 

"My net and gross 
amounts are the same, 
don't I get a discount 
anymore? I pay my bill on 
time every month." 

There isn’t a discount for pay¬ 
ing on time. The gross amount 
has the late penalty already added 
in. When the net and gross 
amount on the bill are the same, it 
simply means that the bill has 
been paid on time for 12 consecu¬ 
tive months. The numbers in the 
net and gross box are both the 
Net Amount. If the net and gross 
amount are the same, we allow 
one late payment without paying a 
penalty. Note: This gives the 
member credit for an excellent 
payment history. If a member still 
has their deposit with WIEC, this 
late payment will delay the refund¬ 
ing of that deposit. 

"I know my delinquent 
bill was due earlier this 
week, but I just mailed it 
today and now there is a 
serviceman here." 

If payment is not received by 
the due date, a delinquent notice 
is mailed out. If payment is still not 
received by the delinquent due 
date, we may send our service¬ 
men out to make a collection trip. 
If this happens, he can leave a 
note on the door informing the 
member of the amount due to 
keep their service from being dis¬ 
connected. We ask that members 
who cannot pay their bill by the 
delinquent due date, please call 
our office and make arrange¬ 
ments. If a collection trip is made, 
a $30 fee is added to the late bill. 
It is much cheaper for the member 
to let us know when payment can 
be made than it is to pay a collec¬ 
tion fee. 

"My electricity has been 
disconnected. What do I 
need to do?" 

When electricity has been dis¬ 
connected for non-payment, it is 
usually a last resort. Either no ef¬ 
fort was made by the member to 
contact the coop, to arrange pay¬ 
ment, or a promise was made for 
payment that was not fulfilled by 
the member. To have power re¬ 
stored, full payment must be 
made which includes a $50 recon¬ 
nect fee if service is reconnected 
during regular business hours or 
$100 reconnect fee for after nor¬ 
mal business hours. 

Reminder: 
The deadline for scholarship applications is Jan. 1, 2000. 

Get your completed application in the mail today. 
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Coin' south for the 
winter? 

If you’re planning on leaving the snow and cold 
behind this winter, please let our office know. We 
will need your new address to make sure that you 
get your electric bill sent to you in a timely man¬ 
ner. WIEC can also arrange your enrollment in our 
ACH program. This will allow your bill to be paid 
without having the hassle of dealing with the mail 
or interrupting your vacation time. 

Holiday 
spending 

In trying to get a head 
start on their holiday buy¬ 
ing, shoppers make the 
day after Thanksgiving the 
busiest of the year for 
stores. According to a re¬ 
cent survey, consumers 
rack up about 40 percent 
of their annual debt this 
time of the year, charging 
more than $100 billion be¬ 
tween Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. The RAM Re¬ 
search Group reports that 
Americans spend nearly 
$4 billion per shopping 
day, which comes to 
roughly $2.8 million each 
minute during the Christ¬ 
mas season. 

'Tis the season to be mailing 
As you rush to the mall in search of Christmas treasure this holiday 

season, you might find it fun to note evidence of the following holiday 
shopping trivia, compiled by the International Council of Shopping Cen¬ 
ters: 

• Sixty percent of all children ages one to 10 visit Santa in a mall. 
• More than 80 percent of all malls offer gift wrapping services, wrap¬ 

ping an estimated 11.5 million presents. 
• Four out of five malls offer gift certificates 

— each selling an average of 233,000 vouch¬ 
ers in the month of December. 

• More than 90 percent of all malls invite 
community groups to perform at the center 
during the holidays. 

• Only two percent of malls display live 
trees, the rest opting for artificial ever¬ 
greens. 

• Almost 95 percent of all malls organize 
toy drives and other fund-raisers. 

Receipts can mean refunds 
Christmas is a time of shopping and of sales. Don’t assume that 

you’ve missed out on a bargain if an item you recently bought at full 
price goes on sale. If you can show your re¬ 
ceipt within, say, seven or ten days, many 
stores will give you the difference or at least a 
store credit. Some large department stores of¬ 
fer even longer refund windows that allow cus¬ 
tomers who missed the refund deadline to 
return the full priced item and then repurchase 
it at the sale price. The Better Business Bureau 
points out that this refund policy does not usu¬ 
ally apply at small stores, such as specialty 
shops and Mom and Pop operations. 
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Summary of Board Meeting - Sept. 23, 1999 
Directors present: Wear, 

Vaughn, Menke, Rampley, 
Morrison, Newton and Gronewold. 
Also present: Dion, Hurwitz & 
Hartzell. 

August, 1999 had a deficit of 
$5,116; total margins for the year 
through August 31, 1999 were 
$164,532; net TIER for the year to 
date was 1.83. 

The CFG patronage refund was 
$11,073 with the Cooperative’s 
actual allocation being $6,700. 

Motion was made and carried 
to change the November meeting 
date, due to Thanksgiving, to 

Tuesday, Nov. 30, 1999 at 7 p.m. 
Goals Committee meetings will 

meet in November; Member Ser¬ 
vices committee on Nov. 1; Opera¬ 
tions committee on Nov. 4; and 
Finance committee on Nov. 9. 

A resolution was adopted con¬ 
cerning the Section 125 Cafeteria 
Plan to allow employees to pay for 
their health care costs and depen¬ 
dent care costs on a tax-efficient 
basis. (469-55-1) 

The board approved an ERC 
loan for David Ernst to install a 
ground source heat pump. 

Approval was given to a re¬ 
quest for the early retirement of 
capital credits by the representa¬ 
tives of the estate of Kenneth 
Shelor, deceased. 

A resolution was adopted au¬ 
thorizing prepayment of the 
Cooperative’s outstanding notes 
at discounted value to Rural Utili¬ 
ties Service. 

(Approved minutes are avail¬ 
able from the WIEC office. Regu¬ 
lar board meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 
the WIEC office.) 

Please be 
responsible 

with your new 
generator 

Have you recently purchased a 
generator? If you have, please 
contact our office to have it and 
the wiring for it inspected. This is a 
free service and it is very impor¬ 
tant for your safety as well as our 
linemen’s. (8530-29) 

Generators must be isolated 
from the coop’s lines. A double¬ 
pole double-throw switch needs to 
be installed. This switch is spe¬ 
cially designed to keep the elec¬ 
tricity from feeding back on the 
electric lines. This “backfeeding” 
could result in serious harm or 
death to a lineman who is working 
on a line that is presumed dead, 
but due to backfeeding, is not. A 
double-throw switch also keeps 
the electricity from feeding into the 
generator when power is restored. 

Congratulations to three 
members!! 

Three members found their map location numbers in the 
September WIEC Newsletter and they each received a $10 bill 
credit on their bill. They were: 

Wayne Butler 
Ted E. Rodeffer 

Clayton Stambaugh 
Watch for your number because we hide four different map 

location numbers in each issue. You won’t win if you don’t look. 

WELCOME 
new members 

Anderson, Kevin, Carman 

Barnard, Jennifer R, Nauvoo 

Bergmann, Reinhard J. Jr., Carthage 

Brown, Brian J & Amy M, LaHarpe 

Climer, Jeremy A, Basco 

Doran, Jessica H, Lomax 

Easier, Don & Jennifer, Carthage 

Hackbarth, Ruth E & Kevin L, Warsaw 

High, Rellis C Jr. & Donna K, Keokuk, IA 

Link, George, Carthage 

Montebello Twp, c/o James Reneau, Hamilton 

Nehmelman, Dan & Vickie, Sutter 

Plate, Christopher Joe, Ft. Madison, IA 

Powelson, Wes, LaHarpe 

Reed, Dick, Carthage 
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