
When winter winds give us their worst, the line crews at your electric 
cooperative are on call 24 hours daily to make sure that you have prompt 
electricity if an outage should occur. 

When the lights go out in the middle of the night, it’s reassuring to know 
that the line crews at your electrical cooperative are there. With little 
notice they’ll be on the scene, working their hardest to get the power 
back on and keep it flowing. Cooperative line crews brave some of 
nature’s worst elements, often off the road in deep snow or 40 feet off 
the ground working the overhead lines. Safety must be foremost in their 
minds at all times. 

Keeping the electricity flowing is dangerous work... in good weather 
and bad. Members, like you, can count on cooperative linemen to get 
the job done ... and keep the power flowing. 
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Capital credits 
As you learned at our annual meeting this past 

September, our Board of Directors has elected 
to pay capital credits from the 
cooperative’s inception through 
1955. As you know, we mailed 
cards to last known addresses of 
all those members who had ser¬ 
vice during those years. Many of 
the postcards were “Returned to 
Sender — Address Unknown.” 

We are asking for your help in 
locating past members or their rela¬ 
tives. If you know of anyone ask them 
to please notify the cooperative or you can 
notify us and we will try to locate them. 

Our employees have encountered numerous 

problems in locating past members and pertinent 
documents needed for transferring capital credits 

to heirs. If you know a past member 
or an heir ask them to contact us 

at (309) 647-2700 and we will 
advise them of the documents 
that are required to collect capi¬ 

tal credits and get current ad¬ 
dresses. 

We are slowly moving toward 
mailing the capital credit refund 

checks to those members who have 
provided us with the proper documentation. 

With your help we hope to reach those past 
members who are entitled to capital credits but 
we do not have a current address for. 

Spoon River Electric began new 
services in 1998 

• Spoon River Electric became involved in sev¬ 
eral new services to our members in 1998. One of 
these is pager services. You can stay in touch now 
for as little as $10.50 per month. 

• Another new service we provide is mini stor¬ 
age units. We erected one set of units across the 
street from the cooperative in an empty lot we 
owned. There was such a demand that we built 
another set in this same area. We recently pur¬ 
chased American Storage located just south of 
Canton. We started with 36 units and now have 
186 units plus large bulk storage. These services 
have helped supplement our revenue and helped 
to offset our ever-growing fixed costs of operations. 

• As deregulation is coming about we are try¬ 
ing to prepare ourselves to be better able to serve 
you, our member, at the best and lowest possible 
price. As we continue to move forward and work 
for the future, we hope that you will be patient 

with us as we make changes to provide a better 
quality service to you. 

If you have any questions on these products 
or any products offered by Spoon River Electric, 
please contact our member service manager, Rudy 
Hadsell, at (309) 647-2700 or stop in and let our 
friendly staff help you. Our headquarters are open 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

We have recently embarked upon a database 
project that will enhance existing marketing ef¬ 
forts and build relationships with customers. 

While the percentages are useful in gauging 
market shares, they are less important to direct 
marketing efforts than the names and addresses 
that comprise them. By knowing those individu¬ 
als and their needs, we can send the appropriate 
message at the right time, thereby maximizing our 
budget and program participation. 
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Keep your meter accessible 
Please keep the area around your meter clear so our meter readers can get to it. Too often 

there is snow, equipment, lumber, etc. in the way of a meter. Keeping the path to your meter 
clear helps us work more efficiently. Thanks. 

Standby power: 
Insurance against Mother Nature 

O) 
CO 

Buying a standby generator is 
like buying fire insurance — you 
may never need it, but it is invalu¬ 
able when trouble hits. 

Although our electrical system 
is highly dependable and reliable, 
it is subject to the whims of Mother 
Nature. 

How well are you prepared to 
handle a prolonged outage? Now is 
the time to take inventory of your 
home and farm. Determine how you 
would pump water, move grain, keep pipes from 
freezing, and provide heat and ventilation for live¬ 
stock. How will you heat your home and keep foods 
from spoiling? 

The cooperative does not sell standby genera¬ 

tors, but we do have personnel to 
help you analyze your load and 
make recommendations. And re¬ 
member, standby generators are 
not normally stocked in any quan¬ 
tity, so don’t plan on buying one 
after an outage occurs. 

Remember, too, the instal¬ 
lation of standby equipment re¬ 
quires a positive double-throw 
switch. Operating a standby gen¬ 
erator without one is extremely dan¬ 

gerous and could result in financial liability. 
Let us help you guard against any of those acts 

of Mother Nature no one can foresee. 

Budget billing 
If you have a 12-month billing history and are in good standing, you 

can qualify for budget billing. 

Auto debit payment 
Pay your bill “Worry Free” with an auto debit to your checking or sav¬ 

ings account. This is a great way to pay your bill while away from home or 
if your busy schedule gets in the way. You’ll save postage, too. This is a good 
way to make sure your payment is received on time and avoid late penalties, i 
you need to do is sign up for our “Worry Free Auto Debit” and we take care of the rest. 
You will still receive your notice by mail to notify you of the date and amount charged to your account. 

Worry Free Aufo Debit Payment Plan 
Fill out below or attach a Voided Blank Check 

Bank Name: Location: 

Q Savings 

Account Number 

Q Checking 

 Bank Route Number: 

I agree to have Spoon River Electric deduct from my account specified above. 

Sign Here  
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What you can do during a 

blackout 
A utility lineman was working 

another 16-hour day during an 
outage rebuilding a primary line 
when a woman drove up and 
unloaded a string of obscenities. 
She wanted heat and lights now. 
The lineman tried to explain to 
her that the line was down and 
it was dangerous. And, besides, 
restoring the primary line was a 
first step in getting power back 
to her and hundreds of others. 
She said, “I’m tired of listening 
to your excuses,” and drove off. 

It’s very easy to lose your pa¬ 
tience during a long outage. Line¬ 
men and all the other co-op 
employees hope you remember it 
took years to build the miles and 
miles of electric lines serving your 
home and others. Rebuilding a 
line after a major storm often 
can’t be accomplished in just a 
couple hours. 

There are things you can do 
to help. First, report your outage 
and anything you’ve seen like a 
downed power line. Second, be 
patient with our dispatchers an¬ 
swering the phone. The busy sig¬ 
nal you’ll probably hear is not 
because they’ve left the phone off 
the hook on purpose. It’s prob¬ 
ably glued to their ear as they try 
to answer hundreds of phone 
calls. 

When a power line falls down 
in your road or yard, whatever 
you do, don’t touch it. That’s rule 
number one for coping with a 
blackout. The line might still be 
energized. Just because sparks 
aren’t flying doesn’t mean the 
power is off. Circuit breakers at 
the substation probably shut the 
line down as soon as it fell, but 
testing the reliability of the cir¬ 
cuit breakers isn’t worth a fatal 
shock. The circuit breaker may 
be set to try to reconnect the line 
during the first minute and 
power will rush through it again, 
if only for a split second. This is 

why your lights may blink three 
times before finally going off. 

Don’t drive over a downed line, 
either; although your tires will 
insulate the car, you’re taking 
the chance that the line may 
change position and injure you 
or someone else. 

Rule number two is, don’t put 
power into a line. (This means, 
do not plug a generator into the 
housewiring.) It is possible to light 
your house marginally by doing 
this, but you could kill someone 
because the power you put into 
your house could get out of it, 
into power lines outside. Going 
the other way, it will jump in volt¬ 
age and suddenly you’ll be feed¬ 
ing seven thousand volts into a 
wire that may be hanging low in 
somebody’s yard, or that a line¬ 
man may be repairing. Instead, 
plug appliances or lights directly 
into the generator. For larger gen¬ 
erators install a double throw 
transfer switch at the meter pole. 
Call the co-op if you have any 
questions on safe use of genera¬ 
tors. 

When repairs are under way, 
settle in with your candles and 
wait. The candles were in a con¬ 
venient drawer with the matches 

because you are an organized 
person who anticipates black¬ 
outs and you have stored 
candles, water and a battery-pow¬ 
ered radio and you have a way to 
keep at least one room warm. If 
your home is on a well, fill a bath¬ 
tub and large water containers 
as soon as you know a large 
storm is coming. 

The linemen have one more 
word of advice. Turn off or un¬ 
plug your appliances including 
your heater (or air-conditioner in 
the summer). There may be little 
bursts of power through the line 
when the power comes back on, 
the alternating current fre¬ 
quency may be momentarily 
higher or lower than normal. This 
surge may be uncomfortable for 
your appliances or your home 
computer. It helps the lineman 
too because, if at the moment 
power is restored, all the refrig¬ 
erators and other big appliances 
in all the homes start up at the 
same time, that in itself can blow 
fuses and trip relays. 

So when the lights go out don’t 
touch the wires, don’t plug a por¬ 
table generator into your house, 
wiring unless you've installed a 
double throw transfer switch, 
call when you have information, 
turn off the appliances and wait. 
Check on your neighbors. Get out 
the camping equipment and 
candles. Finally, be safe and be 
patient. Our lineman won’t stop 
until your lights are on. 
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The simple 
essence of 
electricity 

Find a light bulb and sniff it. 
Let everyone in the house sniff it. 

Don’t be confused if you can’t smell anything. You 
shouldn’t be able to because electricity doesn’t have a dis¬ 
tinct smell. You can’t smell electricity. With electricity, 
there are no odors, indoor pollution or carbon monoxide 
to worry about. Electricity provides safe and efficient power 
for everything in your home. 

Please use electricity wisely and conserve when you 
can. Think about your family’s safety when you buy a new 
appliance. Think electricity! 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Helping you use energy safely and efficiently 
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Advantages of an electric water heater 
Spoon River Electric is offering free 50-gallon water heat¬ 

ers to members building new homes or to a member's residence 
where the new water heater is replacing an existing gas water 
heater that is leaky, not working properly, or worn out. Installs - 
tion is the member’s responsibility. 

• Heating water with electricity is seven times safer than 
gas. A study by the National Fire Protection Agency has found 
that gas water heaters cause seven times as many home fires as 
electric water heaters. 

• Electric water heaters require no flue or vent. They can be 
placed virtually anywhere. 

• Electric water heaters do not use air for combustion. In¬ 
door air quality is not compromised and there is no danger of 
explosion. 

• Electric water heaters require less maintenance. There is 
no pilot light, no vent, no flue or heat exchanger to corrode. 

• Electric water heaters have more insulation. They can be 
insulated on all sides, including top and bottom. 

• Electric water heaters are more efficient. The heating ele¬ 
ments are in direct contact with the water so they are nearly 100 
percent efficient. A gas water heater loses 40 to 60 percent of its 
heat energy up the flue. 

If you’re not satisfied, we’re not satisfied 
As your locally owned and managed cooperative, we work 

hard to meet your needs as members. Our business is to provide 
electric service as reliably and economically as possible. But the 
foundation of our day-to-day work is the satisfaction from co-op 
members. 

That's the cooperative way of doing business. Quality elec¬ 
tric service, enhancing the quality of life, and meeting our mem- 

A change is 
in the AIR 

If you are accustomed to listening to WBYS EM 
for your local broadcasts you will need to change 
your dial. Due to the changes at WBYS; Coaches 
Roundtable, We’re Putting You On, and other local 
broadcasts/news are going to be on “The Canton 
Connection” WBYS AM Radio at 1560 MHz. 

bers' needs. In the future you may get a survey asking for your 
ideas and comments, please take the time to share your thoughts 
and ideas with us. We are currently reviewing incentives for mem¬ 
bers returning a completed survey. So watch for your survey 
and see if you can win! 

Board news 
The Spoon River Electric Co-operative, Inc. 

Board of Directors is currently in the development 
stage of the Strategic Planning for the coming year. 
As these ideas become plans to develop strategies 
to take advantage of opportunities presented by 
the deregulation of the electric utility industry, well 
do our best to inform you of how your cooperative 
is preparing for the future. Look for more informa¬ 
tion in these pages. 

Did you know? 
It happens every month, time again to read your meter. There are several ways to get that 

information back to us at Spoon River Electric Co-operative. We have a handy drive-up drop box 
located outside our office; call in your reading during normal business hours at 647-2700 Monday 
through Friday - 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; or drop it in the mail. Did you know that since the meter card 
is the size of a post card, when returning your meter card through the mail, it only takes a 20-cent 
stamp? 
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Budget billing 
If you have a 12-month billing history and are in good standing, you can 

qualify for budget billing. 

Auto debit payment 

Pay your bill “Worry Free” with an auto debit to your checking or savings 
account. This is a great way to pay your bill while away from home or if your $ 
busy schedule gets in the way. You’ll save postage, too. This is a good way to 
make sure your payment is received on time and avoid late penalties. All you need to do is sign up for 
our “Worry Free Auto Debit” and we take care of the rest. You will still receive your notice by mail to 
notify you of the date and amount charged to your account. 

\ 1 

I Worry Free Auto Debit Payment Plan 
I Fill out below or attach a Voided Blank Check I 

Bank Name:  Location:   

Savings Q] Checking 

Account Number  Bank Route Number:   

I agree to have Spoon River Electric deduct from my account specified above. 

Sign Here | 
I I i 

If you depend on life-support equipment, 
we need to know. 

While Spoon River Electric Co-operative strives 
to maintain the best possible service with a mini¬ 
mum of outage times, occasional outages, either 
planned or uncontrolled, do occur. 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative needs to know 
the names and location of cooperative members 
who depend on life-support equipment. We keep a 
registry of members on life support equipment, and 

it is important this information be current and ac¬ 
curate. We will make every effort to give priority to 
restore service to members on life-support systems 
or contact them letting them know when extended 
outages may occur. 

If you or a member of your family depend on 
life-support equipment, please contact us at 647- 
2700. 

Paging, storage are services offered by 
Spoon River Electric 

Spoon River Electric still has storage space 
available for all your needs. Whether it is just a 
few boxes or a car or boat, we can fit it in. There 
are no set contract periods; rental is a month to 
month basis. 

So even if you need a place to store something 
out of the way for a couple of months, we can help. 
Contact us today at 649=5454 to take care of your 
needs. 

Paging is a cheap source of communication. You 
can lease a pager and service from Spoon River 
Electric for as low as $16.32 a month and never be 
out of contact. The pagers all come with a tone and 
vibrate function, so when working on or around 
noisy machinery you can feel your page. We pro¬ 
vide a wide range of options that can be added to 
your service at anytime. Contact us so you can stay 
in touch even while you’re away. 
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Even though most thunderstorm and tornado 
activity normally takes place in April, May and 
June, Illinois has already had some severe 
storms, and we shouldn’t be surprised if more 
come soon. 

Normally, tornadoes and severe thunder¬ 
storms tend to develop in the late afternoon and 
early evening, but that’s not always the case. 

Now is the time of year when you might want 
to stash a few items in the safest place in your 
house, and leave everything there until you’re 
sure the storm season’s over. A flashlight should 
be in your kit, as well as a battery-powered ra¬ 
dio and blankets and pillows. If you have a base¬ 
ment you should store your emergency kit in this 
safe area. 

There are two different kinds of warnings in¬ 
volving tornadoes. A tornado watch simply 
means that the weather is getting rotten and that 
a tornado may develop if things get worse. You 
can go about your normal business if you 
“watch” the weather. 

A tornado warning means that the weather 
is already rotten, and it’s time to seek shelter in 
that little nest you prepared earlier. Warnings 
aren’t issued unless a tornado shows up on ra¬ 
dar, or one has actually been sighted. 

If you hear a warning, go to your basement, 
if you have one. That’s by far the safest place. In 
many homes, a stairwell, inside hallway or bath¬ 
room on the lowest floor will be the safest place. 

activity 
Get into a closet or bathtub, if you need to. 

If you’re in a public building, look for a des¬ 
ignated shelter. Often, there’ll be one in an inte¬ 
rior area on the lowest floor. Stay away from 
outside walls, doors and windows. Stay out of 
large rooms, such as gyms, and avoid parked 
vehicles. 

If you’re outside when a tornado comes, head 
for the nearest shelter. If you’re caught out in 
the open, lie down in the nearest ditch or depres¬ 
sion, preferably away from trees and power lines. 
Since flying debris is a major cause of deaths 
and injuries during tornadoes, cover your head 
as well as you can. 

If you’re in your car, get out and find shelter. 
If there is none, lie flat in a depression. Don’t try 
to outrun a tornado in your car. This isn’t the 
movies, it’s reality! 

One of the worst places to be in a tornado 
situation is a mobile home. Leave a mobile home 
immediately if you hear a tornado warning and 
take your chances in the best shelter you can 
find. Experts agree that you’re better off in a ditch 
or small depression than in a mobile home. 

If you’re stuck in a tornado-prone area and 
a house without a basement, there is an option 
you may want to look into. Years ago, it was com¬ 
mon practice to have a small storm shelter out 
in the yard, usually about half underground and 
mounded over. 

As more and more homes were built with 
basements, they fell out of favor. If you have a 
mobile home, and no access to a better form of 
protection, you may want to give some thought 
to building such a shelter. 

After the storm can be a dangerous time. 
Watch for downed power lines. They may look 
safe lying on the ground, but they are not insu¬ 
lated and they could still be energized and deadly. 

Be careful clearing trees after a storm. Con¬ 
tact your local electric co-op if the trees are near 
power lines. They have the tools and training to 
handle the job safely. 
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Your bags are packed, you remembered to put a hold on your mail and take the dog 
to your mother-in-law's for the week, but what about your montly electric bill? It 
won't go away just because you have. 

You can, however, take steps to reduce your bill while you relax on vacation. 
Make sure that all radios, televisions and lights are turned off. You can use dusk-to 

-dawn timers with lights to maintain the "presence" at home during the evening. Lower 
your refrigerator and/or freezer temperature settings. Turn off your water heater if 
you'll be gone more than a few days. 

And after all of that is taken care of, remember to have fun while you're on 
vacation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
For more information on conserving energy while you're away, 

call your local electric cooperative. 
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Burlingame, Tulin are 
winners of D.C. trip 

Eighteen students from area high schools visited 
Springfield for a day-long look at our State Capital. 
From these, six finalist were picked and interviewed 
to determine the winners who will go to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. Heather Burlingame and Abby Tulin were 
selected to represent Spoon River Electric on the 
tour. Krystal Briney and Emily West were chosen 
as alternates. Pictured from left are Burlingame, 
Tulin and Briney. 

Mark your calendar 

The annual meeting for Spoon River Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative has been scheduled for Sept. 
2, at the Canton High School. All members 
present will receive a $5 credit on their electric 
bill and will be entered into a grand prize drawing 
for a 25 Color TV. 

Featured entertainment will be the Wagon 
Wheel Opry. We hope to see you there. 

Be prepared 
We are in the stormy season and even though 

our linemen are on call 24 hours a day and quickly 
respond to outages, in severe cases, they cannot 
get to everyone as soon as they like. When these 
situations arise, it pays to be prepared. Make a 
storm bag with batteries, a portable radio, candles 
and matches, blanket and some cards or games 
for the kids. Keep this bag located wherever you 
go in case of severe storms. You can rest assured 
that our linemen are dedicated to solving the prob¬ 
lems that arise and are on the job working hard 
to restore service as soon as possible. 

Avoid these guys with the stingers... 
Whether or not you are allergic to stings, 

they are unpleasant and an experience to avoid. 
Follow these tips to discourage the attention of 
bees, wasps and hornets: 

Do not: 
1. Use scented products such as perfume, 

hairspray, suntan lotion, cosmetics, de¬ 
odorants, shaving lotions, etc. 

2. Wear brightly colored and patterned 
clothes. 

3. Go barefoot, especially through vegeta¬ 
tion. 

4. Swat at bees and yellow jackets with 
bare hands. Move slowly and steadily, 
and gently brush insects off. 

5. Sit on or handle wet towels, washcloths, 
etc., without first making sure there is 
not an insect there drinking the mois¬ 
ture. 

Finally, be watchful 
when cooking, eating 
and drinking outdoors, 
especially during yellow 
jacket season, which 
heightens in late sum¬ 
mer. Check for insects 
on food and open 
drink containers before 
eating and drinking. 
Keep food covered. 
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Budget billing 
If you have a 12-month billing history and are in good standing, you can qualify for 

budget billing. 

Auto debit payment 
Pay your bill “Worry Free” with an auto debit to your checking or savings account. This is a 

great way to pay your bill while away from home or if your busy schedule gets in the way. You'll 
save postage, too. This is a good way to make sure your payment is received on time and avoid 
late penalties. All you need to do is sign up for our “Worry Free Auto Debit" and we take care of 
the rest. You will still receive your notice by mail to notify you of the date and amount charged to 
your account. 

Worry Free Auto Debit Payment Plan 
Fill out below or attach a Voided Blank Check 

Bank Name:   Location:   

□ Savings □ Checking 

Account Number   Bank Route Number: 

I agree to have Spoon River Electric deduct from my account specified above. 

Sign Here  

05 
CO 

Spoon River offers paging services, storage 
Spoon River Electric still has storage space 

available for all your needs. Whether it is just a 
few boxes or a car or boat, we can fit it in. 
There are no set contract periods; rental is a 
month to month basis. So even if you need a 
place to store something out of the way for a 
couple of months, we can help. Contact us 
today at 649-5454 to take care of your needs. 

Paging is a cheap source of communication. 

You can lease a pager and service from Spoon 
River Electric for as low as $11.24 a month 
and never be out of contact. The pagers all 
come with a tone and vibrate function, so when 
working on or around noisy machinery you can 
feel your page. We provide a wide range of 
options that can be added to your service at 
anytime. Contact us so you can stay in touch 
even while you’re away. 

It’s not too late to answer survey, enter drawing! 
Everyone at Spoon River Electric is committed to listening to what you — our members — 

have to say. Your ideas help us provide you with service and products that meet your needs. You 
are our source of power. 

Spoon River Electric would like to thank all the members who participated in our recent survey. 
Your thoughts and comments are very important to the employees and board of your cooperative. 
Forgot to send it? Do it now, we still want to know your thoughts and ideas. Every survey returned 
enters you in a drawing for great prizes. 
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Farm electrical 
safety checklist 

YES NO 
Service pole and service entrance 

Do farm family members and all hired farmhands know 
where and how to disconnect power in the case of an electri¬ 
cal emergency? 
Are disconnects, especially main breakers, regularly turned 
off and turned back on to ensure free action and good contact? 
(Manufacturers of circuit breakers claim that they should be opened 
and reclosed once per month.) 
In case of fire, can the electricity be shut off to that particular building on fire 
without shutting off electricity to the water pump? 

YES NO 
Animal housing 

Do animals enter a building or drink at the stock tanks without hesitation? 
Is the water piping (metallic) and service entrances of buildings properly grounded? 
(NOTE: Check for corrosion of grounding system by animal waste.) 
Is the farmer using an industry-made electric fencer which bears the UL label? 
Are heat lamps in farrowing houses hanging by the cord only? In case of drop, are there 
guards on the fixture? 
Are the lights enclosed in globes and guards (where required)? 
Is the wiring suitable for wet conditions (because of the humidity created by the ani¬ 
mals’ respiration)? 
Does all wiring appear to be in good condition and free from damage by rodents? 

YES NO 
Grain-handling equipment 

Are overhead lines out of the way of augers and winged-type farm equipment? 
Do all motors have correctly sized overcurrent protection? 
If magnetic starters are used, are heater coils of the proper size? 

YES NO 
Machine shed 

Is the grounding bayonet on drop cords, power tools, etc., intact? 
Is the service entrance properly grounded? 
Are all receptacles in use properly grounded? 
Are drop cords of adequate size for the appliance or machine they are serving? 
Are drop cords put away after use so machinery can’t run over them? 
Are power tools such as circular saws, table saws, drills, jig saws, etc., left unplugged 
when not in use so that a child couldn’t accidentally turn them on? 
Is it adequately lighted? 
Are drop cords in good condition with no sign of insulation damage? 

YES NO 
General 

Do children know whom to call in case of an electrical emergency? 
Do family members know first aid for electrical shock and/or burns? 
Are GFCI’s installed where required? 
Do appliances function satisfactorily without giving a tingle to user when turned on? 
If lightning protection is installed, are all wires leading to ground? 
Are all electrical fittings on the gas pump of explosion-proof type? 
Before trees are planted, has proper siting been provided to avoid nearby overhead and 
underground power lines? 
Are trees free and clear of overhead electrical lines? 
Before new buildings are constructed, have the buildings been cleared of nearby over 
head and underground power lines? 
Can tractors equipped with end loaders be raised to the most upper position and clear 
all overhead electrical lines? 

Items checked NO indicate a potential electrical safety hazard. 
Proper action should be taken immediately to ensure safety. 
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Demolition derbies and com dogs, lemon shake-ups and funnel 

| cake, Ferris wheels and tractor pulls. . . 

hese are just a few of the treats you’ll find at the fair. Whether 

you visit your local county fair, the DuQuoin State Fair or the Illinois 

State Fair, the electric cooperatives of Illinois would like you to remember 

the important role agriculture plays in our lives. 

Just as electricity powers the modem farmstead, so the Illinois farmer 

feeds the world. 

A salute to the Illinois farmer from: 

H Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Powerful solutions for over 60 years 
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Fulton 

SPOON RIVER 
ELECTRIC / 
COOPERATIVE ̂

 Spoon River Electric News 
SPOON RIVER ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVE, INC 309-647-2700 CANTON, ILLINOIS 

Burlingame, Tulin tour Washington 

Two area youths spent the week of June 18-24 exploring Washington, D.C. They met with Illinois congressional 
leaders and learned about government during the annual “Youth to Washington” tour. This event, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois, began in the late 1950s to introduce rural youths to democracy. 
Heather Burlingame of Ipava and Abby Tulin of Knoxville represented Spoon River Electric Co-operative. They met 
with Congressman Lane Evans on Capitol Hill and were among 56 rural Illinois youth leaders selected for the trip. In 
addition to the Capitol, students also explored Arlington National Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Supreme 
Court, the Smithsonian Museums, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia and a 
number of other historical sites. Pictured are (l-r): Burlingame, Congressman Evans and Tulin. 

• • Mark your 
calendar September 

| 2 
The annual meeting for 

Spoon River Electric Co¬ 

operative has been 

scheduled for Sept. 2, at 

1 the Canton High School. 

All members present will 

receive a $5 credit on their 

electric bill and will be entered into a grand 

prize drawing for a 25 Color TV. 

Featured entertainment will be the 

Wagon Wheel Opry. We hope to see you there. 

Be prepared 
We are in the stormy season and even 

though our linemen are on call 24 hours a 

day and quickly respond to outages, in severe 

cases, they cannot get to everyone as soon as 

they like. When these situations arise, it pays 

to be prepared. Make a storm bag with batter¬ 

ies, a portable radio, candles and matches, 

blanket and some cards or games for the kids. 

Keep this bag located wherever you go in case 

of severe storms. You can rest assured that 

our linemen are dedicated to solving the prob¬ 

lems that arise and are on the job working 

hard to restore service as soon as possible. 
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Budget billing 
0^ 
CO 

If you have a 12-month billing history and are in good standing, you can qualify for budget 
| billing. 

. . • , :y,; : 
Auto debit payment 

Pay your bill “Worry Free” with an auto debit to your checking or savings account. This is a 
great way to pay your bill while away from home or if your busy schedule gets in the way. You 11 
save postage, too. This is a good way to make sure your payment is received on time and avoid 
late penalties. All you need to do is sign up for our “Worry Free Auto Debit” and we take care of 
the rest. You will still receive your notice by mail to notify you of the date and amount charged 
to your account. 

Worry Free Auto Debit Payment Plan 
Fill out below or attach a Voided Blank Check 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Bank Name: Location: 

□ Savings □ Checking 

Account Number  Bank Route Number: 

I agree to have Spoon River Electric deduct from my account specified above. 

Sign Here  

Spoon River offers paging services, 
storage 

Spoon River Electric still has storage space avail¬ 
able for all your needs. Whether it is just a few 
boxes or a car or boat, we can fit it in. There are 
no set contract periods; rental is a month to 
month basis. So even if you need a place to store 
something out of the way for a couple of months, 
we can help. Contact us today at 649-5454 to take 
care of your needs. 

Paging is a cheap source of communication. 
The pagers all come with a tone and vibrate func¬ 
tion, so when working on or around noisy machin¬ 
ery you can feel your page. We provide a wide 
range of options that can be added to your service 
at anytime. Contact us so you can stay in touch 
even while you’re away. 

It’s not too late to answer survey, 
enter drawing! 

Everyone at Spoon River Electric is committed to listening to what you — our members — have to 
say. Your ideas help us provide you with service and products that meet your needs. You are our 
source of power. 

Spoon River Electric would like to thank all the members who participated in our recent survey. 
Your thoughts and comments are very important to the employees and board of your cooperative. 
Forgot to send it? Do it now, we still want to know your thoughts and ideas. Every survey returned 
enters you in a drawing for great prizes. 
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Save money, 
save the earth, 
save energy 

Over the last couple of decades, many of us have taken 
some steps to save energy and to help mitigate the damage 
we do to the environment. Recycling, composting and 
switching to more environmentally friendly products are 
some of the steps we’ve taken. 

The following home energy-saving tips — even though 
they’re often overlooked — help protect the environment too, be¬ 
cause they help you use energy more efficiently. 

INSULATING DOORS AND WINDOWS 
Start with your home’s biggest energy wasters — your windows and exterior doors. 

You lose more of your heating and cooling dollars through these — per square inch — than through 
any other part of your home. For example, heat passes through a window with a single pane of glass 14 times faster than through a well- 
insulated wall. So, even with an attic full of insulation, you can still be wasting money and energy through your windows and doors. 

Install storm windows, or double-pane windows, to cut this energy drain in half. Over the last few years, window companies have 
developed various films designed to keep heat out — or in — and to prevent the passage of ultraviolet rays into the home. These will 
save energy and help prevent fading in pictures, furniture and carpets. Add storm doors for additional savings. 

CAULKING AND WEATHER-STRIPPING 
After insulating your windows and doors, don’t forget to caulk and weather-strip around them. Almost 40 percent of your monthly 

heating and cooling bill may be going out through small cracks around doors and windows and other parts of your home. 
Caulking is a rubber-like material that can expand or contract to seal air leaks around each pane of window glass and between door 

and window frames and the house. Weather-stripping is a flexible material (foam rubber, felt, or aluminum) that helps to assure a snug 
fit between the parts of windows and doors that open and close. 

WATER HEATING 
Water heating is the second-largest energy user in the average American house. You can save water and the energy needed to keep 

it hot by maintaining an energy-efficient water heating system and by conserving hot water. 
Start with the water heating tank itself: 
• Get the right size water heater. Keeping more hot water on hand than you need can waste energy. 
• For every 10 degrees you lower the temperature, you can save about 6 percent of your water heating energy. 
• If the sides of your water heater feel warm to the touch, you may need more insulation. Wrap a water heater with an insulating 

blanket, especially if the water heater is located in an unheated area of your home. 
In addition to insulating the water heater, you will also save money by insulating the hot water pipes going out of the water heater. 
If you don’t have low-flow shower heads and faucet aerators to reduce water flow, install them soon. They’ll help you save both 

water and energy. Aerated showerheads and faucets mix air with water to maintain pressure, and low-flow showerheads pulse the water 
flow. Theses simple devices are easily installed and can reduce the amount of water and energy used by 50 percent. 

DUCT SEALING 
Seal and insulate the ducts that carry heated or cooled air to the registers in each room of your house. Doing a checkup here can save 

10 to 15 percent on your energy bill. All ductwork should be sealed at the joints to prevent leakage. Ducts located in unconditioned areas 
of your home (attic or crawlspaces) should be insulated. 

SET-BACK THERMOSTAT 
A set-back thermostat allows you to change the temperature setting or turn off your heating or cooling system at preset times. Each 

morning when you leave and each evening when you return, the temperature changes to save energy, automatically. Heating or cooling 
is done only when someone is home. 

By using these easy and cost-effective energy saving guidelines, you can stay comfortable all year and still save money. 
For more information on how you can save energy all around your house, call your friends at your electric cooperative. They’ll be 

glad to help. 
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He’s selling soft drinks to you at the town festival. She’s sitting 

next to you at the school basketball game. Another one waves 

from the front step as you head to work. Yet another is buying a candy 

bar so your daughter’s marching band can make that spring trip. 

They’re all around you. They are part of your electric cooperative, bring¬ 

ing the best possible electric service to homes, farms and businesses. They 

work in the office, or they are out on the power poles, or they are like you — 

a fellow member-owner. And, they are part of your community. 

The “cooperative” kind of utility isn’t some faceless office in a faraway 

city. It’s you and the people you see at the grocery store or the local dance. 

It’s you and your neighbors getting together to make your community a bet¬ 

ter place to live. 

October is Cooperative Month 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for ALL Illinois 
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We get our power 
from you 

Your electric cooperative is a special organi¬ 
zation. Instead of out-of-town stockholders, we’re 
owned by the people we serve. Most important, 
our consumers are our source of power and di¬ 
rection for the future. Recently we sent you a 
survey and would like to thank everyone who re¬ 
sponded. 

A random drawing was held from among the 
responses and each winner will receive $100 
credit on their energy bill. These six lucky win¬ 
ners are Charles Savill. Russell Espinoza, Ruth 
Birdsell, Donna Shumaker, Bernard Marvel, and 
Betty Lee Bowen. CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Another service 
for our members 

Spoon River Electric Co-operative is pleased 
to offer a special credit card exclusively for coop¬ 
erative members, the Co-op Power Plus Platinum 
Visa Card. This card offers a low introductory rate 
of 3.9 percent Annual Percentage Rate (APR) on 
all purchases and balance transfers through the 
introductory period. After that, you will continue 
with a low variable APR of 9.99 percent and best 
of all, no annual fee. An application was mailed to 
you from Spoon River Electric earlier this month. 
If you did not receive an application or need a 
new one, contact us at (309) 647-2700 or stop by 
or office at 930 South 5th, Canton Illinois. 

Beware of small 
creatures on 

Halloween 
On Oct. 31, small, strange creatures 

roam our neighborhoods, with large bags 
looking for treats. In the excitement and fun 
of Halloween, they often forget about safety 
and may dart out between driveways and 
cars. Help make this year safe for 
our kids and allow extra 
time Nj[y f and more 

caution 
than nor¬ 
mal while 
traveling. 

There goes the 
sun... 

It’s that time of the 
year. The days are shorter 
and it’s dark when getting 
home from work. Let us 
help you stay safe with a 
High Pressure Sodium Se¬ 
curity Light. We will in¬ 
stall a rental security 
light on an existing 
transformer pole or 
meter pole and, during 
the months of October, 
November, and De¬ 
cember we will waive 
all the installation 
fees. You can rent 
a 100 Watt light for 
as little as $7.50 
per month and be 
out of the dark. 
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Budget billing 
If you have a 12-month billing history and are in good standing, you can qualify for budget 

billing. 

Auto debit payment 
Pay your bill “Worry Free" with an auto debit to your checking or savings account. This is a 

great way to pay your bill while away from home or if your busy schedule gets in the way. You’ll 
save postage, too. This is a good way to make sure your payment is received on time and avoid 
late penalties. All you need to do is sign up for our “Worry Free Auto Debit" and we take care of 
the rest. You will still receive your notice by mail to notify you of the date and amount charged 
to your account. 

Worry Free Auto Debit Payment Plan 
Fill out below or attach a Voided Blank Check 

Bank Name:  Location:  

□ Savings D Checking 

Account Number Bank Route Number:   

I agree to have Spoon River Electric deduct from my account specified above. 

Sign Here  

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
| 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Is cooperative 
month 

Today many electric cooperative consumers 
don’t remember the first day electricity came to 
their homes. In fact, your electricity was prob¬ 
ably already there when you moved in — one of 
those automatic things like the telephone line 
and running water. 

The day you joined your electric cooperative, 
you became a member of a unique organization. 
An electric cooperative is different. 

Your electric cooperative is not-for-profit and 
consumer owned, like the local credit union or 
food cooperative. That means any revenue above 
expenses is eventually returned to the member 
(you) in the form of capital credit payments. 

Your electric cooperative is committed to pro¬ 
viding the best possible service at the lowest pos¬ 
sible cost. We take pride in our cooperative — a 
grassroots system of service started by pioneers 
like those who settled this area. Keeping the cost 
of electricity affordable helps keep local busi¬ 
nesses competitive, while preserving our rural 
heritage and standard of living. 

There is something different about receiving 
your electricity from an electric cooperative. We 
think it’s a difference you can be proud of. 
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Disaster prepared: Don’t let a 
leave you quaking IMKE 
With the recent earth¬ 

quake in Turkey fresh 
in our minds, 

now may be a good 
time to reflect on the 
state of our own pre¬ 
paredness in 
the event of a smil iar 
disaster. Granted, earth¬ 
quakes are few and far be¬ 
tween in this part of the country, but 
southern Illinois is situated on or 
near the New Madrid fault, and a 
damaging tremor can’t be ruled out 
completely. 

That fissure hasn’t done any serious 
acting up in a long time, but the last time 
it did it was a real spectacle. As heavily 
populated as our area is now, even a mi¬ 
nor tremor on the fault could cause seri¬ 
ous property damage. And, there are 
other forms of disaster that can cause 
problems. 

The idea behind these guidelines is 
to offer you some quick, inexpensive tips 
that will enable you to reduce the dam¬ 
age to your property if a moderate quake 
or tomato were to hit. They involve little 
chores that even the all-thumbs handy¬ 
man can accomplish, and that can be 
done at very little expense. Please note 
that they are simple steps designed to 
help you minimize property damage, and 
will not save your life if your house is 
blown away or if it collapses on you. 

Elementary quake preparations are 
fairly simple. You need to secure your 
water heater so it won’t fall over. To do 
that, you need a strip of plumber’s tape, 
which is available at hardware stores and 
home centers. It’s a metal strip about 
three-quarters of an inch wide, with nail 
holes about every inch. You need to nail 
one end of the strip to a stud behind your 
water heater, run the strip around the 

unit and nail it to another 
stud. It’s not enough to simply 

drive a nail into drywall! 
Next, you should secure free¬ 

standing bookshelves and the like. 
You do that by using a heavy line, such 
as a high-strength fishing line, and hooks 
that screw into the wall and the back of 
the unit you need to anchor. Affix a hook 
into the bookshelf, another in the wall 
(be sure it’s screwed into a stud), and 
tie the two together. 

No matter what the problem is, 
whether it’s Y2K, a tornado or an earth¬ 
quake, it’s important to know where your 
electrical main switch is so you can turn 
off all power if you have to. If you have 
natural gas or propane, you need to know 
where that shutoff is, and you’ll really 
need one of the special wrenches it takes 
to shut them off. 

Have a supply of bottled water on 
hand, and fill your bathtub so you’ll have 
water to flush toilets with. Keep some 
canned foods that can be eaten cold, if 
necessary. While many soups and stews 
are palatable cold, they’re much better 
warmed, so you may want a small camp 
stove and some spare fuel. A battery-pow¬ 
ered radio would come in handy for 
weather reports. Whatever you do, don’t 
forget a manually operated can opener. 

Don’t forget blankets and/or sleeping 
bags. Always keep candles, matches and 
a flashlight handy, and spare batteries, 
too. Remember that battery-powered lan¬ 
terns are safer than coal oil lamps or 
those that use fossil fuels. 

With any luck, you shouldn’t have to 
go through the things we’ve outlined 
here. But if you do, you’ll be pleased that 
you took our simple precautions. They 
take little effort and even less expense, 
and they can help a lot. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ OCTOBER 1999 



This is the time of 
year when electric heat tapes get 
a real workout, to keep water pipes 
from freezing. And with that in 
mind, this is an especially good 
time to check your heat tapes and 
replace them, if necessary. 

The United States Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) says consumers (including 
residents of mobile homes) should 
replace uncertified heat tapes that 
are more than three years old with 
certified ones that meet recognized 
voluntary standards. 

An electric heat tape resembles 
an electric cord. It may be round 
or flat. Some varieties have an over¬ 
all covering of light metal braid. 
There is an electrical plug on one 
end and sometimes a pod or box 
with a thermostat switch to con¬ 
trol the power to the heating con¬ 
ductors in the tape. 

Heat tapes are usually in¬ 
stalled in crawl spaces or attics. 
Often, they are used on mobile 
homes to heat water supply pipes 
that come from underground up to 
a mobile home. 

For all the benefits heat tapes 
offer, they can be dangerous. Ac¬ 
cording to the CPSC, electric heat 
tapes are involved in about 2,000 
fires each year, resulting in about 
10 deaths and 100 injuries. CPSC 
urges you to help reduce this risk 
of fire and death by using only cer¬ 
tified heat tapes on your pipes. 
One way you can tell the difference 
is that all new certified heat tapes 
will have three-prong plugs; the 
older uncertified ones have two- 
prong plugs. Currently, there are 

three 
organizations 
that are certifying heat tapes 
to meet recognized national vol¬ 
untary standards: Underwriters 
Laboratories, Inc. (UL), the Ca¬ 
nadian Standards Association 
(CSA), and Factory Mutual Re¬ 
search Corporation (FMRC). 

Buying heat tapes that meet 
voluntary standards offers you 
and your family a degree of pro¬ 
tection, but heat tapes also must 
be installed and used properly to 
provide the most protection 
against freezing pipes, as well as 
the highest level of safety for you 
and your family. 

CPSC offers these safety tips 
for electric heat tapes: 

• Inspect heat tapes each year 
and replace them if you no¬ 
tice signs of deterioration. 
Look for discolored surfaces 
(especially at the plug), char¬ 
ring, cuts or breaks in the 
insulation, or bare wires. 

• When installing heat tapes, 
carefully observe installation 
instructions. Different heat 
tapes have different installa¬ 
tion requirements. 

• Always plug the three-prong 
plug into a three-prong out¬ 
let to make sure the heat tape 
is grounded. 

• Use a ground fault circuit in¬ 
terrupter (GFCI) wherever 
heat tapes are plugged in. 

• Make sure the heat tape you 
use is intended for use on wa¬ 
ter pipes (other tapes heat 
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roof, gut¬ 
ters, or garden soil). 

• Do not wrap heat tape over 
itself unless advised by the 
manufacturer. Use nonflam¬ 
mable insulation such as fi¬ 
berglass. Do not use foam or 
vinyl insulation. It could 
catch fire if the heat tape 
fails. 

• Apply heat tape directly on 
the pipe to be protected, never 
on top of the insulation cov¬ 
ering the pipe. 

• Keep the end cap sealed and 
off the ground to prevent wa¬ 
ter from getting in. Moisture 
can lead to a fire. 

• Ifheat tape has a thermostat, 
check instructions to see if 
the thermostat should be 
placed against the pipe and 
covered with insulation or if 
it should be left hanging and 
uncovered. 
Heat tapes perform a useful 

function, but like any electrical 
product, they need to be treated 
with care and respect. Don’t cre¬ 
ate a fire hazard trying to keep 
your pipes from freezing. Replace 
uncertified heat tapes that are 
more than three years old. Buy 
heat tapes that meet voluntary 
standards. Install and use heat 
tapes properly. 
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Students encouraged to apply for 
IEC Memorial Scholarships 

W. Edward Cox, President/ 

CEO of Spoon River Electric Co¬ 

operative, Inc. has announced 

for the fifth consecutive year the 

Illinois electric cooperatives will 

award $1,000 academic scholar¬ 

ships to high school seniors. The 

three scholarships are being 

awarded through the Illinois 

Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memo¬ 

rial Scholarship Program. Be¬ 

cause of the scholarship 

program's success, an extra 

scholarship was added this year 

for children of cooperative mem¬ 

bers. 

High school seniors pursu¬ 

ing a college education in the 

state of Illinois are eligible to par¬ 

ticipate in the program. Two of 

the three scholarships will be 

awarded to the child of an elec¬ 

tric cooperative member. The 

other $ 1,000 award will go to the 

child of an electric cooperative 

director or employee. Deadline 

for applications to be returned to 

the cooperative is Jan. 1, 2000. 

The purpose of the scholar¬ 

ship program is to assist elec¬ 

tric cooperative youth while 

honoring past rural electric lead¬ 

ers through memorial gifts and 

the other Illinois electric coop¬ 

eratives want to make a differ¬ 

ence in the communities. One 

of the best ways we can do that 

is by lending a 

hand to our 

youth. 

Candidates 

are judged on 

the basis of 

grade point av¬ 

erage, college 

entrance exam 

scores, work 

and volunteer 

experience, school and civic ac¬ 

tivities, and a short essay, which 

demonstrates their knowledge of 

electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 

ship program was established in 

1994 by the board of directors of 

the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperatives. For further 

information on the IEC Memo¬ 

rial Scholarship program, con¬ 

tact Vicki at (309) 647-2700. 

Electric is the 
way to go!! 

According to the National Fire Protection As¬ 

sociation, gas water heaters cause almost seven 

times as many home fires each year as electric. 

For efficiency, reliability and safety...electricity 

is always your best choice. 

Building a new home, changing out your gas 

water heater? We can help! Contact Spoon River 

Electric Cooperative for details on how you can 

get a free 50-gallon electric water heater. 

There goes the 
sun... 

It’s that time of the 

year. The days are shorter 

and it's dark when getting 

home from work. Let us 

help you stay safe with a 

High Pressure Sodium Se¬ 

curity Light. We will install 

a rental or purchase se¬ 

curity light on an exist¬ 

ing transformer pole or 

meter pole and, during 

the months of October, 

November, and De¬ 

cember we will waive 

all the installation 

fees. You can rent a 

100 Watt light for as 

little as $7.50 per 

month and be out 

of the dark. 
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If you have a 12-month billing history and are in good standing, you can qualify for budget 
billing. 

Auto debit payment 
Pay your bill “Worry Free” with an auto debit to your checking or savings account. This is 

a great way to pay your bill while away from home or if your busy schedule gets in the way. 
You’ll save postage, too. This is a good way to make sure your payment is received on time and 
avoid late penalties. All you need to do is sign up for our “Worry Free Auto Debit” and we take 
care of the rest. You will still receive your notice by mail to notify you of the date and amount 
charged to your account. 

Worry Free Auto Debit Payment Plan 
Fill out below or attach a Voided Blank Check 

Bank Name: 

Location:  

□ Savings 

Account Number   

Bank Route Number: 

I agree to have Spoon River Electric deductjrom my account specified above. 

Sign Here  

□ Checking 

Another service for 
our members 

Spoon River Electric Co-operative is pleased 
to offer a special credit card exclusively for coop¬ 
erative members, the Co-op Power Plus Platinum 
Visa Card. This card offers a low introductory 
rate of 3.9 percent fixed Annual Percentage Rate 
(APR) on all purchases and balance transfers 
through the introductory period. After that, you 
will continue with a low variable APR of 9.99 per¬ 
cent and best of all, no annualfee. An application 
was mailed to you from Spoon River Electric ear¬ 
lier this month. If you did not receive an applica¬ 
tion or need a new one, contact us at (309) 
647-2700 or stop by or office at 930 South 5th, Can¬ 
ton Illinois. 

Spoon River offers 
paging services, 

storage 
Spoon River Electric still has storage space 

available for all your needs. Whether it is just a 
few boxes or a car or boat, we can fit it in. There 
are no set contract periods; rental is a month to 
month basis. So even if you need a place to store 
something out of the way for a couple of months, 
we can help. Contact us today at 649-5454 to take 
care of your needs. 

Paging is a cheap source of communication. 
The pagers all come with a tone and vibrate func¬ 
tion, so when working on or around noisy ma¬ 
chinery you can feel your page. We provide a wide 
range of options that can be added to your service 
at anytime. Contact us so you can stay in touch 
even while you’re away. 
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...We see the lights of Christmas dotting the Illinois 

countryside as thousands of electric cooperative families 

spread holiday cheer. Electric cooperatives of Illinois 

extend best wishes and season’s greetings to the more 

than 170,000 consumer-members who own the electric 

cooperatives of this state. 

We wish you everything that’s bright and beautiful 

during this holiday season.. .and for the coming new year. 
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