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Across 
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President's 
Desk 

By Jim Coleman 

Changes made to the after hours 
answering service 

In April of 1998, Shelby Electric Cooperative de¬ 
cided to implement a new after hour’s customer ser¬ 
vice and outage reporting service. The cooperative 
wanted to provide members with a 24-hour access to 
information service. It also wanted to provide an en¬ 
hanced outage reporting service, which could handle 
hundreds of calls per hour if necessary. After an ex¬ 
haustive search, Shelby Electric Cooperative selected 
the Cooperative Response Center (CRC) to provide this 
type of service. CRC has a very good reputation and it 
is currently serving more than 100 electric coopera¬ 
tives nationwide. 

However, it was not very long after the change was 
made that we realized that there were problems with 
the new system. Unfortunately, an excessive number 
of widespread storms for a prolonged period of time 
compounded the situation. It was frustrating for you, 
the member, and it was also frustrating for our line¬ 
men. Shelby Electric Cooperative has worked closely 
with CRC to resolve the problems that occurred. We 
extend an apology to each of you who were dissatis¬ 
fied with the service that you received. 

Changes have been implemented that should im¬ 
prove the situation with CRC. From now on when your 
call is answered by the CRC telephone system, you 
will hear a greeting and a list of three options for you 

to choose from: Press one to report an outage, press 
two if reporting a meter reading, and press three to 
help you with billing questions or any other product 
or service questions. Callers who do not have a touch- 
tone telephone can simply hold on the line for the 
next available customer service representative (CSR). 
After selecting 1, 2, or 3 your call will be routed to a 
CSR who can report your outage, meter reading, or 
answer your questions. Normally the answering equip¬ 
ment can identify your phone number and match it to 
your account. Nonetheless, it is a good idea to be pre¬ 
pared to give the CSR your account number, location 
number and your service address. Your account num¬ 
ber and location number can be found on your billing 
card. 

If CRC is receiving many simultaneous calls, usu¬ 
ally resulting from storm related outages; all CSR’s 
may be currently busy with another customer when 
you call. To help reduce the length of time you would 
be required to wait on hold, CRC will route your call 
to a computer devise called an Interactive Voice Re¬ 
sponse Unit (IVRU). The IVRU will allow you to report 
your outage or meter reading automatically without 
having to speak with a CSR. The IVRU will play a mes¬ 
sage indicating whether you are part of an existing 
outage or a new outage. After listening to the entire 
message and verifying your outage information, the 
IVRU will state that your outage will be dispatched. If 
you have emergency information, the IVRU gives you 
the option to wait on hold for the next available CSR. 

The changes, which have been put into effect, 
should allow CRC and Shelby Electric Cooperative to 
provide you with better service. Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative does intend to utilize the CRC system at this 
time. Nonetheless, we are investigating the possibility 
of developing our own advanced response center that 
could provide the same type of service not only to 
Shelby Electric Cooperative but also to other coopera¬ 
tives and businesses. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative welcomes new members 
Name City 
Jeffrey S. Foster   Shelbyville 
Eric J. Norris    Owaneco 
Greg Braden  
Christopher Silva    Stonington 
Tammie Konvicka   Blue Mound 
William E. Martz   Shelbyville 
Marlys Thomas  
Justin Brown    Cowden 
Theresa West   Tower Hill 
Kathy Miller    Tower Hill 
Jason Smith    Stewardson 
Lois Martin  
Phyllis Krueger    Neoga 

Name City 
Kerry Lynch Neoga 
Heather Standley Mode 
Mary Ann Hopkins Mode 
Rob King Neoga 
Jessica Eller  Ramsey 
Philip E. Sunderland Stonington 
Rosa M. Hamm  Blue Mound 
Neal A. Banning Shelbyville 
Thomas D. Finks Tower Hill 
Quarter Horse Ranch   Pana 
Tim Hoene Sigel 
Michael E. Flesner Springfield 
Robert A. Noreuil Taylorville 

Name City 
Robert A. Noreuil Taylorville 
Wilson W. McDonald Lakewood 
Thomas J. Carlock Tower Hill 
Mark A. Griffin   Moweaqua 
Nola Hector  Pana 
Brian Marsaglia Taylorville 
Jared D. Adcock Stonington 
James J. Barding Jr. Oconee 
Mark Siegrist Taylorville 
Joey Howell  Findlay 
Shane R. Perry  Pana 
Ronald O. Wyatt Edinburg 
Robin C. Wall  Edinburg 
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National electrical safety foundation 
stresses post-holiday safety 

With the holidays behind us, 
it’s time to take down seasonal 
decorations and put them away 
for another year. The National 
Electrical Safety Foundation 
(NESF), urges you to focus on 
electrical safety before you stuff 
those holiday light cords back 
into the box or place those ani¬ 
mated displays back into storage. 
The safety precautions you take 
now can prevent hazards from 
occurring next year and all year 
‘round. 

Chances are that some of 
those holiday gifts you and your 
family received are electrical toys 
or appliances. According to the 
US Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), approxi¬ 
mately 530 electrocutions occur 
each year in the home and an¬ 
other 800 people die in residen¬ 
tial electrical fires. NESF 
stresses the importance of safety 
precautions around the home all 
year long, to prevent these num¬ 
bers from increasing. Here is a 
checklist of some post-holiday 
precautions to take for a safer 
new year: 

• When using electrical toys 
or appliances for the first time, 
carefully read and follow all in¬ 
structions in the manufacturer’s 
use and care booklet. Make sure 
electrical toys and appliances 
have been tested and certified by 
a nationally recognized certifica¬ 

tion agency such as CSA, ITS or 
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 

• Don’t pull plugs from elec¬ 
trical outlets by the cord. Unplug 
electrical light strings and deco¬ 
rations by using the gripping 
area provided on the plugs. Yank¬ 
ing or tugging on the cord can 
damage the cord’s wire or insu¬ 
lation and could lead to an elec¬ 
trical shock or fire. 

• When putting away electri¬ 
cal decorations, take time to in¬ 
spect for damage. Check each 
light string or decoration for bro¬ 
ken or cracked sockets, frayed or 
bare wires and loose connec¬ 
tions. 

• Replace worn or broken 
light sets. Do not place faulty 
light strings or decorations back 
into the storage box for next 
year’s use. Buying new lights 
that bear the mark of an inde¬ 
pendent certification agency is 
well worth the price. 

• Electrical decorations are 
not toys. Store them away from 
children and pets. 

• Never store light strings 
and electrical decorations near 
water or in a place where their 
insulation or parts could be dam¬ 
aged by water. 

• Separate outdoor decora¬ 
tions from indoor decorations, 
and label them accordingly. Us¬ 
ing indoor decorations outdoors 
can be hazardous because they 

are not weather resistant. 
• Never bum evergreens or 

gift wrap in the fireplace. The 
flames can flare out of control 
and send sparks into the room. 
Include these materials in recy¬ 
cling programs; or discard them 
with household trash. 

• If you don’t own a fire extin¬ 
guisher or smoke detector, con¬ 
sider taking advantage of post 
holiday sales and equipping your 
home with up-to-date, certified 
smoke detectors and fire extin¬ 
guishers. Don’t forget to install, 
test and maintain your smoke 
detector in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

With just a minimal effort, 
consumers everywhere can en¬ 
joy a safe post holiday season, 
and a safe and happy new year. 
For more information, write to the 
National Electrical Safety Foun¬ 
dation at 1300 North 17th Street, 
Suite 1847, Rosslyn, VA 22209 or 
call (703) 841-3229. 

Established in 1994, the Na¬ 
tional Electrical Safety Founda¬ 
tion (NESF) promotes the safe use 
of electricity in the home, school 
and workplace. NESF has three 
primary goals: to promote public 
awareness through on-going 
education; to sponsor May as 
National Electrical Safety Month, 
and to serve as a resource for 
electrical safety information. 

Heating tips for saving money this winter 
Are you looking for some 

easy, no cost/low cost ways to 
save energy and cut your heat¬ 
ing bill this winter? The U.S. De¬ 
partment of Energy offers these 
tips: 

• Set your thermostat as low 
as is comfortable. 

• Clean or replace filters on 
furnaces once a month or as 
needed. 

• Clean warm-air registers, 
baseboard heaters and radiators 
as needed. Make sure furniture, 
carpeting or drapes do not block 
them. 

• Bleed trapped air from 
hot-water radiators once or twice 
a season; if in doubt about the 

procedure, call a professional. 
• Place heat-resistant radia¬ 

tor reflectors between exterior 
walls and the radiators. 

• Use kitchen, bath and other 
ventilating fans wisely; in just 
one hour, these fans can pull 
out a houseful of warmed or 
cooled air. Turn fans off as soon 
as you’re done. 

• Keep draperies and shades 
open on south-facing windows 
during the heating season to 
allow sunlight to enter your 
home. Close them at night. 

• Close an unoccupied room 
that is isolated from the rest of 
the house, such as in a corner, 

and turn down the thermostat or 
turn off the heating for that room 
or zone. However, do not turn 
the heating off if it adversely af¬ 
fects the rest of your system. For 
example, if you heat your 
house with a heat pump, do not 
close the vents — closing the 
vents could harm the heat pump. 

Do you need more informa¬ 
tion about saving energy and 
cutting your heating bills this 
winter? Contact Shelby Electric 
Coperative for more information. 
As a consumer-owned electric 
utility, your co-op is always glad 
to help you save energy and 
money. 
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Your electric co-op does not 
endorse insurance companies 

Illinois Country Living readers recognize that 
this magazine occasionally carries advertising 
material from insurance companies. Several of 
these companies are longtime advertisers in the 
magazine. 

The magazine staff makes every effort to de¬ 
termine the legitimacy of these companies, but 
none of them have the endorsement of your 
member-cooperative or the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), the organiza¬ 
tion that publishes this magazine. 

We would like to inform Illinois Country Liv¬ 
ing readers about one insurance company that 
has confused some of our readers in the past. 
For many years, Reserve National Insurance has 
used direct mail, telephone and in person di¬ 
rect marketing to rural Illinoisans, many of them 
electric cooperative members. In past market¬ 
ing efforts they imply that they have an affilia¬ 
tion with the electric cooperatives. The National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association and the 
AIEC have requested that the company stop 

making these statements. 
Their envelope return address says: A Na¬ 

tional Association of Rural Co-Operative Mem¬ 
bers, Oklahoma City, OK. The envelope also 
says: “ATTENTION - RURAL CO-OPERATIVE 
MEMBERS NOW QUALIFY FOR A GROUP HOS¬ 
PITALIZATION PLAN THAT PAYS OUTPATIENT 
EXPENSES. IMMEDIATE REPLY REQUESTED.” 
Inside there is a questionnaire form with the 
heading: “RURAL CO-OPERATIVE MEMBERS 
QUESTIONAIRE.” Only in the fine print at the 
bottom do they state: “This plan is independent 
of, and not affiliated, associated, or endorsed by 
any national electric association or any local 
Farmers, Electric, Telephone or other rural co¬ 
operative.” 

We want to make it perfectly clear that 
Shelby Electric Cooperative does not endorse 
Reserve National Insurance, nor is there any 
connection with the company and its insurance 
products. 

Electrical injuries: Things you should know 
Electrical injuries — injuries 

resulting from contact with 
electrical current — present 
their own set of symptoms and 
complications. In order to make 
sure that you, or someone you 
are with, get the proper help if 
injured, you need to know these 
symptoms and complications. 
The National Electrical Contrac¬ 
tors Association (NECA) says 
that electrical injuries could in¬ 
clude any one or a combination 
of the following: 
Loss of consciousness — It 

can last from several min¬ 
utes to hours. 

Involuntary muscle reac¬ 
tion 

Ventricular fibrillation — The 
steady pumping action of 
the heart may be disrupted 
and the rhythm lost. Car¬ 
diac arrest could follow. 
Cardiopulmonary resusci¬ 
tation (CPR) may be neces¬ 
sary, but always check the 
person’s airway, breathing 

and circulation first. 
Respiratory arrest — Breath¬ 

ing may stop. 
Internal bleeding. 

Nerve cell damage — This may 
not be apparent until the vic¬ 
tim tries to walk. 

Electrical burns — An electri¬ 
cal arc generates a tempera¬ 
ture between 3,000° C and 
20,000° C. 

According to NECA, sev¬ 
eral factors influence the ex¬ 
tent of electrical injuries, 
including: 

Voltage — The greater the volt¬ 
age (force) of the electricity, 
the greater the potential for 
injury. 

Amperage — The greater the 
amount of amperage (cur¬ 
rent) received, the greater 
the potential for injury. 

Duration of contact — The 
longer a person is in contact 
with any amount of voltage, 
the more amperage is re¬ 
ceived and the greater the 

potential for injury. 
Pathway of current — If the 

current does not pass 
through any vital organs, 
the injury is less likely to be 
fatal. 

Resistance to body — Skin of¬ 
fers resistance to electricity 
and upon entry, electrical 
current will often make a ca¬ 
ter-like wound. Voltage fol¬ 
lows the path of least 
resistance (the nervous sys¬ 
tem and/or blood vessels). 
Exit wounds often have ex¬ 
plosive effects, shattering 
skin and bone. 
If you have questions about 

electrical safety, please feel free 
to contact your electrical coop¬ 
erative for information. As a 
not-for-profit utility owned by 
its member-consumers, your 
electric co-op is always glad to 
help you with electrical safety 
and energy efficiency. 

Source: National Electrical 
Contractors Association 

JANUARY 1999 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16c 



More of what to watch for - this month on DIRECTV January 1999 

Celebration of the Century! 
Out with the old, in with the new — now that’s something to celebrate! 

You’ve hung up a new calendar and resolved to eat CORE (ch. 230-237), Turner Classic Movies (ch. 
more green vegetables. Now, ring in the new year with 221) and American Movie Classics (ch. 220). 
some serious celebrating! To get in the /7~^v Check out the celebrities onVHl (ch. 266) 
spirit, check out your favorite fun and ► and Lifetime (ch. 252), too! 
party-time channels: MTV (ch. 264), ^ When the party winds down, you’ll find 
M2 (ch. 265), E! Entertainment Tele- relaxing shows and music on Music 
vision (ch. 217) and Comedy Central ^ Choice. Whatever your mood, 
(ch. 255). * • DIRECTV’s got the programming you 

While you and your party-goers are _ n need. Only DIRECTV brings you vari- 
making merry, you can catch everyone’s ety to keep you happy and entertained 
favorite stars with the movies on all year long, and that’s cause for 
DIRECTV’s 50 pay-per-view channels and celebration! 
great films on STARZ! (ch. 225-228), EN- 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Monday - Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

(800) 677-2612 
(217) 774-3986 

DIRE CTV® 
SATELLITE TV AT ITS BEST 

These characters are 
more than lively — 
they're downright animated! 

Cartoon Network is your source 
for everything toony on DIRECTV 

Cartoon Network (ch. 247) is the world’s car¬ 
toon headquarters, all day, all night — all toons. 
The channel features the most beloved cartoon 
characters of all time, as well as original pro¬ 
gramming such as “Dexter’s Laboratory,” “Cow 
and Chicken” and ‘dohnny Bravo.” You’ll also see 
half-hour strips drawn from the world’s largest 
cartoon library, consisting of 8,500 animated 
titles from the Hanna-Barbera, MGM, Warner 
Bros. And Paramount archives. Check out pre¬ 
miere toons on Cartoon Network’s web site, too, 
at CartoonNetwork.com. 
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What you can do during a 

blackout 
A utility lineman was working 

another 16-hour day during an 
outage rebuilding a primary line 
when a woman drove up and 
unloaded a string of obscenities. 
She wanted heat and lights now. 
The lineman tried to explain to 
her that the line was down and 
it was dangerous. And, besides, 
restoring the primary line was a 
first step in getting power back 
to her and hundreds of others. 
She said, “I’m tired of listening 
to your excuses,” and drove off. 

It’s very easy to lose your pa¬ 
tience during a long outage. Line¬ 
men and all the other co-op 
employees hope you remember it 
took years to build the miles and 
miles of electric lines serving 
your home and others. Rebuild¬ 
ing a line after a major storm of¬ 
ten can’t be accomplished in just 
a couple hours. 

There are things you can do 
to help. First, report your outage 
and anything you’ve seen like a 
downed power line. Second, be 
patient with our dispatchers an¬ 
swering the phone. The busy sig¬ 
nal you’ll probably hear is not 
because they’ve left the phone off 
the hook on purpose. It’s prob¬ 
ably glued to their ear as they try 
to answer hundreds of phone 
calls. 

When a power line falls down 
in your road or yard, whatever 
you do, don’t touch it. That’s rule 
number one for coping with a 
blackout. The line might still be 
energized. Just because sparks 
aren’t flying doesn’t mean the 
power is off. Circuit breakers at 

the substation probably shut the 
line down as soon as it fell, but 
testing the reliability of the cir¬ 
cuit breakers isn’t worth a fatal 
shock. The circuit breaker may 
be set to try to reconnect the line 
during the first minute and 
power will rush through it again, 
if only for a split second. This is 
why your lights may blink three 
times before finally going off. 

Don’t drive over a downed line, 
either; although your tires will 

insulate the car, you’re taking 
the chance that the line may 
change position and injure you 
or someone else. 

Rule number two is, don’t put 
power into a line. (This means, 
do not plug a generator into the 
housewiring.) It is possible to light 
your house marginally by doing 
this, but you could kill someone 
because the power you put into 
your house could get out of it, 
into power lines outside. Going 
the other way, it will jump in volt¬ 
age and suddenly you’ll be feed¬ 
ing seven thousand volts into a 
wire that may be hanging low in 
somebody’s yard, or that a line¬ 

man may be repairing. Instead, 
plug appliances or lights directly 
into the generator. For larger gen¬ 
erators install a double throw 
transfer switch at the meter pole. 
Call the co-op if you have any 
questions on safe use of genera¬ 
tors. 

When repairs are under way, 
settle in with your candles and 
wait. The candles were in a con¬ 
venient drawer with the matches 
because you are an organized 
person who anticipates black¬ 
outs and you have stored 
candles, water and a battery-pow¬ 
ered radio and you have a way to 
keep at least one room warm. If 
your home is on a well, fill a bath¬ 
tub and large water containers 
as soon as you know a large 
storm is coming. 

The linemen have one more 
word of advice. Turn off or un¬ 
plug your appliances including 
your heater (or air-conditioner in 
the summer). There may be little 
bursts of power through the line 
when the power comes back on, 
the alternating current fre¬ 
quency may be momentarily 
higher or lower than normal. 
This surge may be uncomfort¬ 
able for your appliances or your 
home computer. It helps the line¬ 
man too because, if at the mo¬ 
ment power is restored, all the 
refrigerators and other big appli¬ 
ances in all the homes start up 
at the same time, that in itself 
can blow fuses and trip relays. 

So when the lights go out don’t 
touch the wires, don’t plug a por¬ 
table generator into your house, 
wiring unless you've installed a 
double throw transfer switch, 
call when you have information, 
turn off the appliances and wait. 
Check on your neighbors. Get out 
the camping equipment and 
candles. Finally, be safe and be 
patient. Our lineman won’t stop 
until your lights are on. 
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Tips lor avoiding Internet fraud 
The National Consumers League offers these 

tips for doing business with companies over the 
Internet. Don’t be a victim of fraud. Be sure to: 

• Do business with those you know and trust. 
Be sure you know whom the company or person is 
and where it is physically located. 

• Understand the offer. Look carefully at the 
information about the products or services offered, 
and ask for more information, if needed. A legiti¬ 
mate business will be glad to provide it; a fraudu¬ 
lent telemarketer won’t. Be sure you know what is 
being sold, the total price, the delivery date, the 
return and cancellation policy, and the terms of 
any guarantee. The federal telephone and mail 
order rule, which also covers orders by computer, 
requires goods or services to be delivered by the 
promised time or, if none was stated, within 30 
days. Print out the information so that you have 
documentation. 

• Check out the company’s or individual’s track 

Why do electric bills 
It’s a good question. Even if you don’t use elec¬ 

tric heat, you may notice that your bills are higher 
during the colder months. Several factors can con¬ 
tribute to those higher bills, including: 

• Warm baths feel great on cold days - and heat¬ 
ing extra water can increase your consumption 
and your electric bill. Be sure your water heater is 
properly insulated if it’s in an unheated space, and 
have it checked for leaks. 

• Winter brings holidays, which often mean 
additional cooking and baking, and those bright 
holiday lights, all of which can raise your usage of 
electricity. 

• Shorter days and longer nights mean lights 
stay on longer both inside and out. 

• Most heating systems use electricity for some 
functions, such as operating the fan, and many 
run almost continuously when it’s very cold. 

record. Ask your state or local consumer protec¬ 
tion agency if the business has to be licensed or 
registered, and check to see if it is. Call to check 
for complaint records with consumer agencies and 
the Better Business Bureau in your area. But keep 
in mind that fraud artists can appear and disap¬ 
pear quickly, especially in cyberspace; lack of a 
complaint record is no guarantee of legitimacy. 

• Never give your bank account numbers, 
credit card numbers or other personal informa¬ 
tion to anyone you don’t know or haven’t checked 
out. And don’t provide information that isn’t nec¬ 
essary to make a purchase. 

• Even with partial information, con artists can 
make unauthorized charges or take money from 
your account. And, until the new encryption sys¬ 
tems that are being developed are in place, it may 
be safer to provide your payment information by 
telephone than on-line. 

go up in the winter? 
• You may be using space heaters in garages, 

basements or other unheated spaces. 
• That electric blanket or heating pad that feels 

so cozy on cold nights can cost another dollar or 
so to operate. 

• You may be using engine block heaters on 
your cars or equipment. 

• Most consumers use the clothes dryer more 
often in winter. 

But even if your bills are higher during winter, 
electricity remains one of the best values around. 
The pound of sirloin steak you buy at the grocery 
costs about the same as the electricity needed to 
heat an electric range for 15 hours. The cost of a 
box of tissues and a roll of paper towels will power 
an electric dryer for five hours. For the price you 
pay for a magazine, you can read by electric light 
for 50 hours. 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is designed to assist eligible low-in¬ 

come households pay for winter energy services. LIHEAP will provide a one-time benefit. The amount of 
payment is determined by income, household size, fuel type, and geographic location. For more details 
about the program, you may contact the local agency that serves your area or call the toll free Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Community Affairs Energy Information Line at (800 252-8643. 

CEFS Economic 
Opportunity Corporation 
1805 S. Banker Street in Effingham 
(217) 342-2193 or (217) 774-4541 
Counties Served: Christian, Clay, 
Effingham, Fayette, Montgomery, 
Moultrie and Shelby 

Decatur-Macon County 
Opportunities Corp. 
1122 E. Marietta Street in Decatur 
(217)428-2193 
County Served: Macon 

Sangamon County Department of 
Community Resources 
200 S. 9th Street in Springfield 
(217)535-3120 
County Served: Sangamon 

Embarras River Basin Agency, Inc. 
115 S. Kentucky Street in Greenup 
(217)923-3113 
Counties Served: Clark, Coles, 
Crawford, Cumberland, Douglas, 
Edgar, Jasper, Lawrence and 
Richland 
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Take precautions when using supplemental heaters 
As we move into fall, when 

the weather often changes from 
somewhat warm to downright 
chilly and back again, many of 
us are faced with the choice of 
freezing or turning on the fur¬ 
nace. Often, because it’s re¬ 
ally not that cold, we’re 
reluctant to turn up the 
thermostat and incur the 
costs of being warm all 
through the house. 

Often, it’s not neces¬ 
sary. Sometimes a care¬ 
fully placed portable 
supplemental space 
heater will provide just 
the needed additional 
warmth, without break¬ 
ing the bank. So if you’re 
in the kitchen enjoying 
the thrill of washing 
dishes and begin to feel a 
trifle chilly, all you need 
to do is bring in a little 
space heater. 

Afterward, if you 
want to watch TV 
in the family room, 
you can pick up 
your little heater 
and move it there to cre¬ 
ate your own cozy little nook. 

Naturally, your electric co-op 
hopes you’ll use a portable elec¬ 
tric heater because, overall, 
they’re safer and more conve¬ 
nient than the other kinds. Even 
so, you must be careful with 
them. While they don’t have an 
open flame, they do have hot sur¬ 
faces. 

And while they don’t rely on 
volatile liquid or gas fuels that 
may spill or get out of control, 
they do use electricity, which 
packs considerable punch when 

not used properly. 
One of their major advan¬ 

tages, though, is that they do not 
give off carbon monoxide, and 
they don’t require venting to 
make them safe. 

Be sure to use 
your portable electric 
heater only for tempo¬ 
rary heating of limited 
space only. 

Be sure not to place 
them in heavily traveled 
areas, or in places 
where children may 
touch them. Don’t use 
an extension cord with 
an electric heater if you 
can possibly avoid it. 
Most cords you’ll find 
around the home aren’t 
adequate. 

Don’t conceal the 
cord under a rug to get 
it out of sight or prevent 

tripping. Extension 
cords wear 
quickly under a 

rug, and can be¬ 
come a shock or fire 

hazard before you 
know it. 

While most portable space 
heaters built in the last few years 
have good, solid bases to prevent 
tipping, older ones may not, and 
you need to be very careful with 
them. Newer models also have 
built-in switches to shut them off 
automatically if they tip over, and 
that’s a desirable safety feature. 

If you decide to use a portable 
kerosene heater, keep in mind 
that you need to provide adequate 
ventilation, which usually means 
cracking a window to let in fresh 
air and the cold. Use only IK 

kerosene, and no other kind of 
fuel. Adjust the burner to the 
manufacturer’s specifications, 
and don’t refuel a hot heater. 
Many recommend that you refuel 
kerosene heaters outdoors. 

It’s tempting to bring in gas 
camping heaters and the like, 
and that’s downright unsafe. In 
addition to the dangers of con¬ 
tact burns, the danger of carbon 
monoxide poisoning is as great 
as it is with kerosene heaters, 
and there’s also the problem of 
tipping. 

If you plan to use any supple¬ 
mental heater besides electric 
ones, you’d be wise to buy a car¬ 
bon monoxide detector in addi¬ 
tion to your smoke detector, and 
make sure both are properly in¬ 
stalled and working. 

No matter what kind of por¬ 
table heater you use, there are 
some basic safety precautions 
YOU should take to avoid becom¬ 
ing a statistic. First, you should 
keep children and pets away 
from portable heaters, and avoid 
using them overnight in a room 
where you’re sleeping. 

Keep heaters at least three 
feet away from bedding, drapes, 
furniture and other combus¬ 
tibles, and always follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions in 
installing, operating, and main¬ 
taining your heater. 

Properly used, portable space 
heaters can help you stay com¬ 
fortable while keeping your costs 
within reason. If you have ques¬ 
tions about the safe use of por¬ 
table electric heaters, contact 
your friends at your local co-op. 
They’ll be glad to help. 

If you* re interested in propane 
Call Shelby Energy 

(217) 774-2311 or (800) 677-2612 
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This newsletter, for DIRECTV subscribers only, is brought to you by: 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 
Monday - Friday 

7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(800) 677-2612 
(217) 774-3986 

The Travel Channel returns 
from vacation! 
Get away from it all on channel 216. 

Back by popular demand! The Travel Channel is a 

wonderful way to explore the people, places and 

cultures of the world without ever leaving your 

living room. You have access to award-winning 

series, news, specials and live events, 24 hours a 

day. Want to set out and create your own 
adventures? Use the Travel Channel to plan 

where to go, what to do and how to make the 
most of your travel budget. 

Check out www.travelchannel.com for detailed 

program information and the latest travel bargains. 

DIRECTV 
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More of what to watch for - this month on DIRECTV February 1999 

De La Hoya meets Quartey on DIRECT TICKET 
Pay-per-view boxing packs a powerful punch 

“THE CHALLENGE” has been set. On Saturday, 
February 13, four-time world boxing champion Oscar 
De La Hoya is scheduled to meet Ike “Bazooka” 
Quartey for the WBC Welterweight title fight 
in Las Vegas. DIRECT TICKET will begin 
the night’s coverage with a half-hour pre-show 
leading into the 9 p.m. (EST) main event. 

The match-up has been highly anticipated, 
especially since the first scheduled date had 
to be postponed due to an injury De La 
Hoya suffered while training in November. 
For his part, The “golden boy” is psyched 

for the sixth defense of his WBC welterweight crown. “People 
want to see big fights and that’s what I want too,” says De La 

Hoya. “If you thought the Chavez fight was great, wait 
until you see me against Quartey.” 

This will be Quartey’s 15th championship fight. 
His titles include WBC International junior wel¬ 
terweight and WBC World Welterweight champi¬ 
on. 

This is one contest you won’t want to miss. Be 
sure to order “THE CHALLENGE” airing on 
DIRECT TICKET on February 13. 
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The Year 2000 computer challenge 
The Year 2000 problem, also known as the 

Y2K problem, refers to potentially serious prob¬ 
lems that could develop in computers or other 
electronic devices that are date sensitive, and 
Shelby Electric is as concerned about the “bug” 
as anyone else. 

If a computer or an electronic component 
only recognizes the year by the last two digits 
(such as 99 for the year 1999), it may errone¬ 
ously recognize 00 as the year 1900 rather than 
the year 2000. The Y2K problem is a global 
problem that has industry, government and even 
ordinary citizens working to identify, fix or re¬ 
place anything that might fail because of the 
Y2K glitch. 

This is a problem for Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative, as it is for the entire electric utility 
industry. Providing reliable electric service to 
you, our members, is one of our basic commit¬ 
ments. 

The electric industry is a complex and in¬ 
terconnected network of electric generation fa¬ 
cilities, transmission systems and distribution 
systems. Shelby Electric purchases power from 
Soyland Power Cooperative. Soyland generates 
and purchases power from Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany, AmerenCIPS and others. These systems 
are interconnected. Soyland is interconnected 

with the Mid America Interconnected Network 
(MAIN) and MAIN is, in turn, connected to other 
regional transmission systems. 

The North American Electric Reliability Coun¬ 
cil (NERC) is working at the national level to 
insure the interconnected systems of being Y2K 
ready. NERC has provided the U.S. Department 
of Energy (DOE) with an initial progress report 
on the Y2K readiness risk assessment and con¬ 
tingency planning for the electric utility indus¬ 
try. NERC will continue with quarterly updates 
on the electric utility readiness to DOE. 

Soyland Power Cooperative has adopted a 
Y2K readiness plan. Soyland has begun work 
on their plan and has made their initial report 
to Shelby and its other distribution systems. 

In turn, Shelby Electric began months ago 
to determine potential problems. We worked with 
Soyland, started contacting major vendors and 
suppliers and began to inventory our entire dis¬ 
tribution system to find components that may 
cause a problem. 

While there are no 100 percent guarantees 
that we will not have a problem, we are ad¬ 
dressing the issues. Our goal is to be Y2K ready 
as soon as possible, and we’ll keep you posted 
as time goes by. 

The consumer comes first 
No one knows what is best for a local com¬ 

munity more than the men and women who live 
and work there. In fact, local control and con¬ 
sumer ownership were guiding principles that 
rural communities used 60 years ago to form 
electric co-ops. 

Now, other communities are now coming to¬ 
gether to do the same thing. While the mem¬ 
ber-consumers of these new co-ops may already 
have electric service, they want something more. 
They seek the promise that electric co-op ser¬ 
vice makes to customers every day; to put their 
priorities first, above all others. And they desire 
what consumers of electric co-ops already have 
— a voice in determining the direction of their 
energy provider. 

As consumer-owned businesses, we exist to 
serve you. Our rules are simple — what is best 
for the consumer is best for us. What hurts the 
consumer hurts us. 

Our history of working for the best interests 
of consumers puts us in a unique position as 

electric utilities. In fact, no other utility can lay 
claim to the remarkable record of consumer 
advocacy that we can. Nor can any other utility 
company count as partners the businesses that 
purchase their electricity, the labor unions their 
employees belong to, or the consumer advocacy 
groups that work alongside us. Finally, no other 
utility can claim the high level of consumer 
satisfaction and loyalty that electric co-ops com¬ 
mand. 

Yes, our commitment to current consumers 
remains as strong as ever. But, electric co-ops 
nationally are also committed to helping others 
gain the benefits of electric co-op service. They’ve 
already helped people in places as diverse as 
New York City and California form new co-ops. 
Our work is based on the belief that consumers 
in any part of the country ought to have the 
opportunity to benefit from having their own, 
locally controlled electric utility. 

The strongest competitive advantage we have 
(Continued on pagelSd) 
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1999 Scholarship Program 

• Two $1,000 cash scholar¬ 
ships will be awarded. 

• Both will be awarded to a 
son or daughter of a Shelby 
Electric Cooperative mem¬ 
ber/consumer. 

• The applicant must be a 
high school senior attend¬ 
ing an area high school in 
the cooperative service area: 

Central A & M, Cowden- 
Herrick, Edinburg, Findlay, 
First Baptist Christian Acad- 
emy, Meridian, 
Morrisonville, Neoga, 
Nokomis, Pana, Shelbyville, 
Stewardson- Strasburg, 
Taylorville, Tower Hill, or 
Windsor. 

Guidelines And Criteria 

• Scholarships may be used 
for educational costs at any 
two year or four year ac¬ 
credited college or univer¬ 
sity in Illinois, including 
vocational/technical schools. 

• Scholarship winners must 
begin undergraduate stud¬ 
ies within a year of being 
notified that they have won. 

• Scholarship winners will be 
expected to be “full time” 
students (at least 12 hours). 

• Scholarships are for one 
year and are not renewable. 

• Scholarships will be 
awarded on information 

contained in this applica¬ 
tion, and will be judged on 
a totally anonymous basis. 
Name and location informa¬ 
tion will be blocked out for 
judging. 

• Scholarship is awarded by 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 
and is not to be confused 
with a similar scholarship 
sponsored by the electric 
cooperatives of Illinois. 

• Deadline for receipt of com¬ 
pleted applications and sub¬ 
missions is April 9, 1999. 

• Scholarship winners will be 
notified on or about May 1, 
1999. 

If you have any questions about the scholarship or application, please contact Chris Spears at 
the Shelby Electric Cooperative office in Shelbyville. The phone number is 774-3986 or (800) 
677-2612. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Scholarship Application 

Name  

Address   

Telephone Number ( )  

Date of Birth  Social Security Number  

Name of parent or guardian   

Shelby Electric Cooperative member/consumer name  

High school attended  

High school grade point average (100 point scale)  

Most recent S.A.T. and/or A.C.T. score  

Work and volunteer experience (List positions held, time period, volunteer or paid) 
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Participation in school and community activities - use additional sheet if needed 

Organization or activity No. of years Office held 

Biographical Statement: 

Use as much space as you need to write a brief biographical statement that includes your 
educational goals, financial need, and other pertinent information about yourself that you feel is 

important. 

Knowledge of electric cooperatives 

Please submit a short essay of 500 words or less - in your own words - concerning the 
organization and services of Shelby Electric Cooperative, their activities and operation. The essay 
should be typed and double-spaced. 

Statement of applicant and parent or guardian 

“We have examined this application and the records are true, complete and accurate.” 

Date: Signed: 
(Applicant) 

Date: Signed:   
(Parent or guardian) 

Deadline for receipt of completed applications is April 9, 1999 

Send to: Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Attention: Chris Spears 
P.O. Box 560 
Shelbyville, Illinois 62565 
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It’s Academy Award month on DIRECTV! 
Catch up on classics or take a peek at this year's contenders 

The “M” in “March” must stand for “Movies,” 
because now is the best time to watch 
Academy Award winning films and exciting 
Oscar-worthy performances on DIRECTV. 

True movie fans know that to enjoy the ageless 
charm of films like Citizen Kane and The 
Philadelphia Story they need look no further than 
American Movie Classics (ch. 220) or Turner 
Classic Movies (ch. 221). Both channels offer a 
huge selection of widely acclaimed films 
year-round, and play a medley of fan favorites 
around Oscar time. 

If you’re interested in seeing new performances from former 
Academy Award nominees, catch Ed Harris (Best Supporting 
Actor — Apollo 13) in The Truman Show this month on 
DIRECT TICKET. The movies director, Peter Weir, was nomi¬ 
nated for Best Director of both Dead Poet’s Society and Witness. 

There are a number of highly acclaimed films that 
were produced outside of the traditional 
studio system. Be sure to look for them on the 
Independent Film Channel (ch. 239), part of our 
Total Choice Silver program package. 

But if you’re looking for the cream of the crop, 
you will not want to miss the re-release of Gone 
with the Wind this month on DIRECT 
TICKET. The adaptation of Margaret Mitchell’s 

novel won eight Academy Awards, including Best 
Picture, and was nominated for five more. New 

Line Cinema gave Gone with the Wind a $ 1 mil¬ 
lion restoration for its 60th anniversary 

present. Even if you’ve seen this gem of cinematic history 
before, you’ll want to see it again, with beautiful, bright pictures 
and crystal-clear sound. Gone with the Wind is one more reason 
that March is your month for movies on DIRECTV. 

This newsletter, for DIRECTV subscribers only, is brought to you by: 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Monday - Friday 
7:30am to 4:30 pm 

(800) 677-2612 
(217) 774-3986 

VHVs eclectic mix of music programs hits the mark. 

On VH1 (ch. 266), you'll see everything from 
Alanis Morrisette's losing “Star Search" 
appearance to the rock 'n roll version of 
"Jeopardy." Some of the most famous 
entertainers of our time have allowed 
unprecedented access to VHVs "Behind 
the Music" and "StoryTellers" features. And on 
weekends, there's always the "Rock 'N Roll 
Picture Show." VH1 has such a wide range of 
great programming, there's sure to be some¬ 
thing for every type of music lover. 

Consumer   
(Continued on pagelSd) 

is our special consumer advo¬ 
cacy position in the utility in¬ 
dustry. Our competitors have 
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no claim on our ability to rep¬ 
resent consumer interests as 
well as electric co-ops. Our vi¬ 
sion for the future is one that 
puts the consumer first — above 
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all other priorities. This has al¬ 
ways been the commitment of 
electric co-ops for six decades. 
It remains so today for us at 
Shelby Electric Cooperative. 
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Shelby Electric Gives Credit Rebate Again 
In January of 1999, Shelby Electric Co¬ 

operative issued another member credit to 
the membership. This year, everyone served 
under the “Small Single Phase” classifica¬ 
tion received a $25 member credit on their 
January bill. Other classifications received 
anywhere from $5 for seasonal accounts to 
$1000 for an “Extra Large Power-Interrupt¬ 
ible Rider Three” account. The total of all 
member credit rebates given in 1999 
amounted to $214,635 that was given back 
to the membership. In the last thirteen 
months, a total of $404,360 has been given 
back to the members of Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative. 

A $25 member credit rebate is approxi¬ 
mately 22 percent of the average monthly 
bill for most members served under the clas¬ 
sification of “Small Single Phase” service. 

Since a check for a rebate would have 
been taxable, we decided instead to issue a 
credit, to maximize the benefit to you. 

The rebate was possible due to a reduc¬ 
tion in wholesale power costs from Shelby 
Electric Cooperative’s power supplier, 
Soyland Power Cooperative. Eventually we 
hope to implement an actual rate reduc¬ 
tion. However, the savings from lower whole¬ 
sale costs have not been substantial enough 
to allow a rate reduction. If current objec¬ 
tives are realized, Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive should eventually be able to pass on a 
significant reduction in wholesale power 
costs. When they do, Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative will implement a rate reduction. 
Until then, we will plan to give a member 
credit rebate annually. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
recently received its safety 
accreditation from the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. Safety accreditation 
helps lower insurance premiums. 
The presentation was made 
during the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
Safety/Supervisory Technical 
Conference. From left are: Kevin 
Carlen, lineman; Bill Shoaff, 
overhead line foreman; Terry 
Oldham, Lead Lineman; Roy 
Childress,transformer/regualatory 
technician; Dave White, under¬ 
ground line foreman; and Jim 
Nevel, AIEC manager of regulatory 
compliance. 
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Standby generators: safe or dangerous? 
Standby generators are 

meant to be safe. However, if a 
standby generator, even a small 
one, is connected to the cir¬ 
cuits in a fuse box or breaker 
panel, the voltage of the gen¬ 
erator can go out through the 
meter, into the transformer 
and onto the distribution sys¬ 
tem. Normally the voltage 
from the primary line, which 
is 7,200 volts, enters the 
transformer and is reduced to 
120/240 volts. When voltage 
enters the transformer from 
the low voltage side, the 
transformer steps up the volt¬ 
age to 7,200 volts. If a line¬ 
man is working on that line, 
he can be severely injured 
and/or killed when a dead 
line suddenly becomes ener¬ 
gized. 

The National Electric 
Code (NEC) requires that a 
single-phase standby genera¬ 
tor be connected to the elec¬ 
trical line by a double-pole, 
double throw transfer switch. 
This will prevent any possibility 
of power being fed back onto the 
cooperative’s distribution sys¬ 
tem. The other benefit of a 
double-pole, double throw 

switch is that it will also prevent 
your generator from burning up 
when power is restored. 

Buying a generator is simi¬ 
lar to buying insurance. You hope 
that you won’t need it but if you 
do, you are glad that you have it. 
Your cooperative’s electrical dis¬ 

tribution system is dependable 
and reliable. Nonetheless,severe 
weather, various accidents, ani¬ 

mals and mechanical failures 
can all lead to a power out¬ 
age. 

If you plan to purchase a 
standby generator, you will 
want to consider the essen¬ 
tial equipment that you 
would want to operate and 
the wattage required to start 
and run the equipment. 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 
does not sell standby genera¬ 
tors but we do have person¬ 
nel who can help you analyze 
your load requirements. 

A standby generator can 
be a valuable piece of equip¬ 
ment especially in a pro¬ 
longed power outage. 
However, the use of a standby 
generator without a double¬ 
pole, double throw switch can 
be deadly. If you have any 
questions concerning the in¬ 
stallation of a double-pole, 
double throw switch, please 

do not hesitate to contact Shelby 
Electric Cooperative at (217) 774- 
3986 or (800) 677-2612. 

Double throw transfer switch. 

Train your kids to operate farm 
equipment safely 

Training adolescent kids to operate farm equipment properly 
-and safely - is important. Consider age, size and ability when de¬ 
termining what and when to teach them. In cases where people are 
being trained to operate machinery, it may be necessary to have an 
instructor 
riding with the trainee. In this situation, special caution should be taken 
to ensure that everyone involved pays close attention to safety. 

The Farm Safety 4 Just Kids Foundation recommends the following guidelines for helping 
provide a safe environment for novice drivers - your kids. 
• Provide instruction in proper driving procedures. 
• Enroll adolescent-aged kids in tractor certification classes. 
• Do not allow friends of your children to ride with young operators. Be a role model yourself 

and don’t ride as a passenger; refuse to allow children to ride as passengers. 
• If your tractor has a buddy seat, follow all the manufacturer’s safety guidelines. 
• Consider safety when assigning machinery to young operators. Older tractors without rollover 

protective structures (ROPS) or cabs can be especially dangerous. 
If you would like more information about Farm Safety 4 Just Kids, call (800) 423-5437. 

Source: Farm Safety 4 Just Kids 
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April Showers often bring more than just May Flowers 
With its mild temperatures, 

longer days and bright flowers, 
spring is many Americans’ 
favorite season. But, when the 
April showers turn into 
thunderstorms, they are 
accompanied by lightning and, in 
many areas of the United States, 
flooding. According to the 
National Weather Service (NWS), 
thunderstorms are most likely to 
happen in the spring and 
summer months and during the 
afternoon and evening hours — 
but can occur year-around and 
at all hours. 

Dangerous spring weather 
can create a variety of hazards, 
power outages among them. Fol¬ 
lowing are some safety tips to fol¬ 
low — regardless of the type of 
weather emergency — during 
this beautiful, but sometimes 
stormy time of the year. 

• Always consider a downed 
power line as dangerously 
deadly. Do not go near them and 
do not let anyone else go near 
them. Report them immediately. 

• Keep plenty of flashlights in 
your house, preferably at least 
one on each floor. Make sure the 
batteries are fresh. Keep a flash¬ 

light in your vehicle, too. 
• Have a battery powered ra¬ 

dio in your home. 
• Keep emergency numbers 

posted near the telephone. If you 
have a car phone, keep emer¬ 
gency numbers in the car. 

• Keep the refrigerator door 
closed - open only when neces¬ 
sary. Food will keep for several 
hours in a closed refrigerator and 
up to two days in the freezers, 
again provided the door is shut. 

• In a widespread outage, rely 
on radio broadcasts to learn more 
about the power outage. Before 
you call the cooperative, make 
sure you have not blown a fuse 
or tripped a circuit. Also, look 
outside to see if your neighbors’ 
lights are off. Be prepared to tell 
the cooperative whether you 
heard any unusual sounds or 
can see any downed wires. 

A warning regarding standby 
generators: 

• If you use a standby gen¬ 
erator during power outages, re¬ 
member that improper generator 
hookup can create serious prob¬ 
lems in safety and service. The 
proper transfer switch is ex¬ 
tremely important. Please con¬ 

tact you electric cooperative for 
information on installing and 
using standby generators. 

Thunderstorms and light¬ 
ning safety tips: 

• If you plan to be outdoors, 
check the weather forecast and 
watch for signs of a storm. Be 
prepared to take shelter. Light¬ 
ning may strike some miles from 
the parent cloud. 

• If you are caught outside, 
do not stand under the tallest 
object in the landscape. If you are 
in an open area, go to a low place, 
such as a ravine or ditch. 

• Get off or away from open 
water, tractors and other metal 
farm equipment or small metal 
vehicles. Put down anything 
metal that you are holding and 
stay away from anything that is 
wire or metal. If you are in a 
group in the open, stay several 
yards apart. 

• At home, do not use the tele¬ 
phone except in emergencies. 
Unplug unnecessary appliances. 
Do not take a bath or shower. 

• Consider any downed power 
lines as deadly. Do not go near 
them; report them at once to the 
cooperative. 

University of Illinois 
Extension 

Rural Route 2: 

A Response to Economic Stress 

In the Illinois Agricultural Industry 

Twenty-four hours a day, 
Illinois pork producers and 
their families facing stress re¬ 
lated to low prices can turn to 
a new service of University of 
Illinois Extension for help. 
Rural Route 2 is a toll-free, 
telephone hotline at (800) 
468-1834. 

Callers reaching the num¬ 
ber between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday will 
speak to a trained professional 
who will listen to their prob¬ 
lem and direct them to sources 

of assistance. For producers, this 
may mean one-on-one financial 
advice from a member of 
Extension’s farm business team. 
Those calling after business 
hours can leave a message 
which will be returned promptly. 

Rural Route 2 provides re¬ 
ferrals for farm business and 
family financial advising, local 
social service agencies, and the 
Farm Resource Center. Also 
available is information on work¬ 
ing through stress, assistance 
through the Illinois Farm Devel¬ 

opment Authority, and key 
USD A programs. 

Direct access to a variety 
of information related to 
stress in the Illinois agricul¬ 
tural industry can be found at 
a new web site http:// 
www.acres.uiuc,edu/ 
cesgrograms/ruralroute. This 
web site will be updated as new 
information becomes avail¬ 
able. 

The bottom line is that U 
of I Extension is on hand to 
help farm families in their time 
of need. 

If you or someone you 
know could use help dealing 
with the present economics of 
pork production, please call 
Rural Route 2 at (800) 468- 
1834. 
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On March 31, government limits on cable rates ended. 

That means cable subscribers will find something extra in their monthly 
bills soon. Now, cable companies are free to charge whatever price they 
want for the same old service. 

But, you don't have to take a hike. You can subscribe to DIRECTV® and 
get crystal-clear digital reception, more channel choices and exclusive 
sports packages at one low, monthly rate. 

Don't pay a new price for the same old service. Tell them to take a hike. 
Call today for DIRECTV. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Monday-Friday 

7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

(800) 774-3986 

(217) 774-3986 

Programming sold separately. DIRECTV is an official trademark of 
DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corp. ©1999 NRTC. DIRECT V® 
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May is “Electrical Safety Month” 
so plug into electrical safety 

The National Electrical Safety Foundation (NESF) recommends the following electrical safety 
tips: 

Outdoor Safety 
Inspect power tools and electric 

lawn mowers before each use 
for frayed power cords, bro¬ 

ken plugs and cracked or 
broken housings. If the 
product is damaged, stop 

using it and have it repaired 
or replaced. 

Pay careful attention to warning markings 
on electric tools and appliances. Don’t allow 
tools to get wet. When using tools or exten¬ 
sion cords outside, make sure that they are 
rated for outdoor use. 

Unplug all portable power tools when not in 
use. Power tools may contain internal parts 
that remain electrically alive while still 
plugged in — even though the tool is turned 
off. 

Use and store power tools away from water 
sources to help avoid electric shock. Never 
use electrically operated power tools in the 
rain. 

Have a qualified electrician install Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) receptacles 
in outdoor outlets. After installation, test 
your GFCI’s monthly. 

Never carry electric tools or appliances by 
the cord and never yank the cord when 
disconnecting the tool or appliance. Always 
pull the plug — not the cord. 

Metal ladders conduct electricity. Watch out 
for overhead wires and power lines. 

Electrically powered lawn mowers should 
not be used on wet grass. Use an extension 
cord designed for outdoor use. Also, make 
sure that it is rated for the power needs of 
your mower. 

To reduce the risk of cutting an extension 
cord while mowing, cutting hedges or trim¬ 
ming weeds, start in the area nearest to the 
electrical outlet, then work away from the 
outlet so the cord will be behind you. 

Office closing 

Our office 
will be closed 

Monday, May 31, 
in observance 

of the 
Memorial Day 

holiday. 
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Farm electrical safety checklist 

YES NO 
Service pole and service entrance 

Do farm family members and all hired farmhands know where and how to disconnect 
power in the case of an electrical emergency? 
Are disconnects, especially main breakers, regularly turned off and turned back on to 
ensure free action and good contact? (Manufacturers of circuit breakers claim that they 
should be opened and reclosed once per month.) 
In case of fire, can the electricity be shut off to that particular building on fire without 
shutting off electricity to the water pump? 

YES 
Animal housing 

NO 
Do animals enter a building or drink at the stock tanks without hesitation? 
Is the water piping (metallic) and service entrances of buildings properly grounded? 
(NOTE: Check for corrosion of grounding system by animal waste.) 
Is the farmer using an industry-made electric fencer which bears the UL label? 
Are heat lamps in farrowing houses hanging by the cord only? In case of drop, are there 
guards on the fixture? 
Are the lights enclosed in globes and guards (where required)? 
Is the wiring suitable for wet conditions (because of the humidity created by the animals’ 
respiration)? 
Does all wiring appear to be in good condition and free from damage by rodents? 

Grain-handling equipment 
YES NO 
  Are overhead lines out of the way of augers and winged-type farm equipment? 
  Do all motors have correctly sized overcurrent protection? 
  If magnetic starters are used, are heater coils of the proper size? 

YES 
Machine shed 

NO 
Is the grounding bayonet on drop cords, power tools, etc., intact? 
Is the service entrance properly grounded? 
Are all receptacles in use properly grounded? 
Are drop cords of adequate size for the appliance or machine they are serving? 
Are drop cords put away after use so machinery can’t run over them? 
Are power tools such as circular saws, table saws, drills, jig saws, etc., left unplugged 
when not in use so that a child couldn’t accidentally turn them on? 
Is it adequately lighted? 
Are drop cords in good condition with no sign of insulation damage? 

YES 
General 

NO 
Do children know whom to call in case of an electrical emergency? 
Do family members know first aid for electrical shock and/or burns? 
Are GFI’s installed where required? 
Do appliances function satisfactorily without giving a tingle to user when turned on? 
If lightning protection is installed, are all wires leading to ground? 
Are all electrical fittings on the gas pump of explosion-proof type? 
Before trees are planted, has proper siting been provided to avoid nearby overhead and 
underground power lines? 
Are trees free and clear of overhead electrical lines? 
Before new buildings are constructed, have the buildings been cleared of nearby over 
head and underground power lines? 
Can tractors equipped with end loaders be raised to the most upper position and clear 

all overhead electrical lines? 

Items checked NO indicate a potential electrical safety hazard. 
Proper action should be taken immediately to ensure safety. 
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Pick the right neighborhood for your needs 

Location is one of the most 
important considerations when 
shopping for a new home. Weigh 
the pros and cons of living in 
the city, the suburbs or the 
country. Compare neighbor¬ 
hoods as carefully as you com¬ 
pare houses. 

Consider practical aspects 
such as time and distance to 
work, schools and shopping, 
and the availability of public 
transportation. Make personal 
observations, but also consult 
with your builder, local govern¬ 
ment, friends, and if possible, 
people in the neighborhood. 

As you explore each home, 
use the following checklist to 
determine whether the neigh¬ 
borhood suits your needs. 

1. Shopping. Are adequate 
shopping facilities 
nearby? 

2. Police and fire protec¬ 
tion. Is police and fire 
protection adequate? 

3. Medical facilities. Is 
there a hospital or medi¬ 
cal center nearby? 

4. Schools and daycare. Are 
schools in a convenient 
location? Are convenient 
day-care facilities avail¬ 
able? 

5. Traffic. Are the streets 
quiet enough? Does the 

speed limit on the streets 
suit you? If you have chil¬ 
dren, will they be safe 
from traffic hazards? 

6. Parking. Are parking and 
garage facilities adequate? 

7. Transportation. Is pub¬ 
lic transportation frequent 
and convenient? 

8. Trash and garbage col¬ 
lection. Are trash and 
garbage collection ad¬ 
equate? 

9. Recreation. Are there 
suitable parks and recre¬ 
ational facilities nearby? 

10. Places of worship. Are 
places of worship avail¬ 
able and convenient? 

11. Privacy. Do the lot and 
house offer adequate pri¬ 
vacy? 

12. Water. Does the commu¬ 
nity have a reliable source 
of drinking water with ad¬ 
equate capacity to meet 
present and future needs? 

13. Sanitation facilities. Is 
the sewer system or sep¬ 
tic tank adequate and re- 
liable? Does it meet 
present and anticipated 
future needs? 

14. Landscaping. Is the land 
well drained? Has proper 
landscaping been done to 
prevent erosion? Is the 

landscaping attractive and 
likely to enhance the 
value of the home? 

15. Taxes. Are the property 
tax rates reasonable? Is 
either the tax rate or the 
value of the house likely 
to change enough to 
cause a substantial in¬ 
crease in your tax pay¬ 
ment? 

16. Assessments. Are there 
special assessments cov¬ 
ering a portion of the lot, 
street or community de¬ 
velopment costs that will 
force you to pay added 
monthly charges for a 
specified number of 
years? 

17. Nuisances. Are there 
nearby sources of noise, 
smoke, soot, dust, odors 
or other hazards that will 
affect the housing envi¬ 
ronment? Are any devel¬ 
opment plans under 
consideration that could 
substantially change the 
nature of the community? 

18. Flooding. Is flooding from 
nearby waterways a po¬ 
tential problem? 

Source: National Association of 
Home Builders 

Shelby Electric Cooperative welcomes new members 
Name 
Michael West  
Cheryl Fitzgerald ... 
Maria Garner  
Charles E. Watson 
Brad Ulmer   
Robert Arkebauer.. 
Cheryl L. Roley   
Kenneth F. Nation. 
Ryan Taylor  
June Yates  
Eric M. Hurelbrink 
Randy Kidd   
Jason R. Belcher... 
John W. Allen Jr .. 

City 
... Stonington 
 Cowden 
 Cowden 
Beecher City 
 Mode 
 Oconee 
... Shelbyville 
Morrisonville 
 Nokomis 
... Shelbyville 
... Stonington 
... Stonington 
.. Stewardson 
 Herrick 

Name City 
Tina M. Williams  Shelbyville 
Howell Paving, Inc Mattoon 
Thomas W. Brown Witt 
Jacky D. Gullion Tower Hill 
Scott D. Smith Stonington 
Gary Shearon Neoga 
Midwest Tower Partners  Milwaukee WI 
David L. Renoe Macon 
Mary Richkemmer  Shelbyville 
William E. Powers III Cowden 
Eugene W. Verda Yorkville 
Jennifer Davis Morrisonville 
James A. Devore Cowden 
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More of what to watch for - this month on DIRECTV May 1999 

DIRECTV leads the way to HDTV 

You’ve been hearing the buzz about HDTV (high- 

definition television) for some time now, but there 

haven’t been many chances to actually experience it. 

The wait is over. This spring marks the launch 

of the HDTV programming revolution, and 

DIRECTV is blazing the trail. 

In May, DIRECTV and New Line Cinema 

begin offering pay-per-view movies in high- 

definition format. “Pleasantville” (see “This 

month on Direct Ticket”), the Holly Hunter - 

Danny DeVito comedy “Living Out Loud,” and 

“American History X,” starring Edward Norton, are 

the first New Line/HDTV tides to be released on 

Direct Ticket. Prepare to be amazed. HDTV provides even 

crisper picture quality than you’re already experiencing with digital 

This newsletter, for DIRECTV subscribers only, is brought to you by: 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 
Monday - Friday 

7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

(800) 677-2612 

(217) 774-3986 

television from DIRECTV. It’s free from the ghosts and 

static of analog TV, offers more enhancements, like 

digital surround sound, and presents movies the 

same way they appear in theaters - in wide 

screen format. 

You will see more HDTV programming 

in the future, as DIRECTV plans to 

deliver high-definition coverage of NFL 

games on our exclusive NFL Sunday 

Ticket package this fall. 

DIRECTV and consumer electronics giant 

Thomson Multimedia are working together to 

market affordable HDTV sets that will enrich your viewing 

experience. The HDTV revolution has arrived! 

CHANNEL CHOOSER 

El Entertainment Television 
Tiiere's no other channel quite like it. 

Life would be very interesting if we received all of 
our news from E1 Entertainment Television (ch. 217). 
"The Gossip Show" and "Celebrity Profile" peek at 
stars living the high life, while Emmy -Award winning 
"Talk Soup" highlights the most outrageous moments 
from the talk show circuit. E! airs live premieres, coming 
attractions, fashion makeovers and entertainment news 
24-hours a day. For the total entertainment experience - 
check out E! 

www.eonline.com 

DIRECTV 
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Shelby Electric News I 
SHELBY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 217-774-3986 SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS 

Your Total Energy Supplier 

Coleman elected Soyland chairman 
James E. Coleman (third from left), president/CEO of Shelby Electric Cooperative, was elected chair¬ 
man of the board of Soyland Power Cooperative, Decatur, at the generation and transmission co-op’s 
annual meeting March 17. Pictured with him are other Soyland officers. From left are: Murray Madsen of 
Geneseo, executive committee member; Douglas H. Aeilts of Camp Point, executive committee mem¬ 
ber; Coleman; Dennis Keiser of Carlinville, executive committee member; David Bergland of Glasford, 
vice chair; Joseph F. Firlit of Decatur, president/CEO; Marcia Scott of Bluford, secretary-treasurer; and 
Michael Carls of Virginia, assistant secretary-treasurer. Soyland is the electricity supplier of 16 member 
cooperatives that provide electric service to 120,000 consumers in 65 counties. 

“Das Strasburger Fast” set for July 2-4 

It was 1874, and the Civil War had been 
over for almost 10 years. Settlers moved into 
east-central Illinois, looking for freedom, 
prosperity and new farmland. A few 
of them began building a few miles 
southeast of Shelbyville, and be¬ 
fore long the Village of Strasburg 
was a thriving community. 

Now, 125 years later, July 2- 
4, 1999, The Village of Strasburg 
will celebrate a century and a 
quarter of existence with “Das 
Strasburger Fest”. A major highlight 
of the event will be a lot of wonderful 
food, but in addition to that, there will 
be hot air balloons, a Little Miss/Mister 
Pageant, a Parade, Waterloo German Band con- Bank, (217) 644-3111. 

cert, the Stewardson-Strasburg Community 
Singers, Elvis Impersonator-Bruce Borders, Amy 

White Band, Higher Ground Gospel Sing, 
Free Ice Cream Social and more. 

Some of the other attractions in¬ 
clude: Antique Tractors, Arts & 
Crafts Booths, Main Street His¬ 
tory Tours and a Funeral Direc¬ 
tors Museum. So many events 
will take place, and so much food 
will be available, perhaps July 
2-4 is not long enough! 
For more information, you may 

call Gary Kull, (217) 644-3014, 
Cinda Moffett, (217) 644-3156 or 

Evelyn Augenstein at the Strasburg State 
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High school students from across Illinois met their state legislators in Springfield during “Illinois Elec¬ 
tric and Telephone Cooperative Youth Day” on Wednesday, April 21. Nineteen area students represent¬ 
ing Shelby Electric Cooperative met with Senators Duane Noland and Vince Demuzio and Representative 
Gary Hannig at the State Capitol. The 250 students and chaperones also toured the Illinois Supreme 
Court, the State Capitol, the Executive Mansion and Lincoln’s Tomb. Front row from left are: Drew Bennett, 
Windsor; John Manchester, Herrick; Jared Wheaton, Findlay; Jake Koons, Tower Hill; Stephen Shanks, 
Taylorville; Mike Kessler, Nokomis; Richie Shumway, Pana; Ashley Dunkirk, Morrisonville; Jackie Eggimann, 
Palmer; Gregory Cothern and Daniel Kroski, both of Pana; and Chris Spears, chaperone from Shelby 
Electric. Behind from left are: Sen. Noland, Sen. Demuzio, Nick Antonacci, Strasburg; Annette Boehm, 
Cowden; Andy Cichalewski, teacher from Shelbyville High School, Daytel Campbell, Findlay; Tori Camfield, 
Shelbyville; Bobbie Jo Smothers, Tower Hill; Annie Fox, Shelbyville; Rep. Hannig, Tami Swits, Gays; Eric 
Smith, teacher from Edinburg High School and Melisa Sigley, Edinburg. The day’s activities were spon¬ 
sored by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 

Congratulations 
to Mayor Bill 

Shoaff 

Bill Shoaff 

On April 13, 1999, the resi¬ 
dents of Shelbyville elected Bill 
Shoaff as the city’s new Mayor. 
Bill is the Construction Super¬ 
intendent for Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. 

Our Town — Shelbyville 
Our Town Shelbyville will be a special WCIA - 

TV Channel 3 tribute to Shelbyville, Illinois. Inter¬ 
views with Shelbyville people and feature stories 
on important places, historical sites, the economy, 
education, industrial development and more will 
be showcased Monday through Friday, July 12 - 
16, 1999. Shelby Electric Cooperative is proud to 
be a part of Our Town Shelbyville and we invite 
you to tune in. 

If you haven't visited 
our website, 

be sure to 
give it a try! 

http://www.shelbyelectric.com — 
Shelby Electric Cooperative has had 
its own website for over a year now. 

In an effort to serve you better, 
we would appreciate any sug¬ 

gestions concerning the 
website that you may have. 
Just let us know. 
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1999 Annual Meeting 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 

Shelby County 4-H Fairgrounds 
Friday June 18, 1999 

• Meeting will start at 1 p.m. 
• Complimentary pork chop dinner to be served at 11 a.m. 

Drawing for prizes after meeting — you must be registered by 1 p.m. 
to be eligible 

Attendance Prizes, Including — 
8 - $50 “Shelby Electric Dollars” 

Shelby Electric Dollars can be used for any Shelby Electric Service provided 

***Entertainment prior to meeting*** 
Featuring: Gene Ttimble Clown Band 

• Health Fair 
• Electric Safety Exhibit 
• Children’s ID Program 

Grand Prize 
$250 Shelby Electric Dollars 

Tired 
of Summer 

You’ll always find something new on DIRECTV: 

In fact, with more than 200 channels, 55 movies 

every night, and more sports than any other television 

service, you may never watch the same program 

twice! Come in today for special summer savings. 

Nothing measures up to DIRECTV. 
DIRECTV is an official trademark of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corp.© 1998 NRTC. 
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Summer heats up with incredible programs on DIRECTV. 

Tired of the networks' summer 
reruns? DIRECTV has more than 
200 channels to provide plenty of 
new, fun programs to keep you 
entertained during the dog days 
of summer. 

Sports fans have a lot to choose 
from this month. USA (eh. 253) 
airs the 1999 French Open 
Tennis Championships, with the 
men's singles semifinal matches 
wrapping up on June 4. The 
WNBA tips off its season on 
Lifetime (ch. 252) June 10 when 
the Houston Comets face the 
Orlando Miracle. The Stanley 
Cup Finals air on FOX, and 
stockcars speed toward the 
checkered flag four times in 
Winston Cup Series races in 
June. Add MLB Extra Innings 
and MLS/ESPN Shootout games, 
and there are more than enough 

events to keep even the pickiest 
of sports fans happy. 

But great sports action is only 
the beginning. You can also 
check out new series and origi¬ 
nal shows that will keep your 
summer sizziling. TNT (ch. 212) 
exposes the fun and fascinating 

stories of the 20th century's 
high-tech power players, Steve 
Jobs and Bill Gates, in its 
original program, Pirates of 
Silicon Valley. ER's Noah Wyle 
stars as Jobs, founder of Apple 
Computers®. Anthony Michael 
Hall plays his Microsoft® rival, 
Bill Gates. Enjoy this entertain¬ 
ing look at the computer giants' 
early years when Pirates oj 
Silicon Valley premiers Sunday, 
June 20, on TNT. 

DIRECT TICKET™ is hot, too. 
Brad Pitt stars in Meet Joe 
Black, while Oprah Winfrey 
brings Beloved to the small 
screen. Kids will be clamoring for 
The Rugrats Movie, and teens 
may want to watch both Drew 
Barrymore movies: Ever After 
and Home Fries. 

This newsletter, for DIRECTV subscribers only, is brought to you by: 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

217-774-3986 

For non-stop summer fun, tune in to DIRECTV. 

CHANNEL CHOOSER I 

Brighten up your home 

with HGTV. 

Home & Garden Television (ch. 214) is the blueprint 

for creating your dream home. Start with "Before 

And After" for step-by-step home remodeling plans. 

Follow up with budget-conscious decorating tips 

from "Decorating Cents." Then finish your home 
makeover with "Way to Grow," a program geared 

to keeping your garden healthy and beautiful. You'll 

be amazed at how much you can learn and how 
much fun you’ll have at the same time! 

A Touchstone Energy " Partner 

DIRECTV 

www.hgtv.com 
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Make fireworks safety a part of your July 4 
The America^ traditions of parades, cook®- crackers, such as M-80s dr cherry bombs. These 

outs and fire-sljlTks heipkus 
mer season, esJQisoallv 
on the Fourth of Ju 
turn a joyful holiday into a 

Psum- are illegal components of fireworks kits that 
can produce dangerous explosives. Some kit 
contents can produce dangerous explosive ma- 

thda 
afirks 

s . erpdfy | tenats. r W yk 
children and adults Hat^a happy and safe holiday! 
misusing fii^vorks^w*---— _^^y -  — f 

The U.S. Consumer^^pdtfcC=Safet 
sion (CPSQ), esU^tfa!es that in 1 
11,600 pedple ^Fe treajjitf in Josp 
gency roojps for injurjrf associated 
works. Ojjlr one-ha^ the injvjfes weffe burn 
many of them involving the head < 
More than onefoiuw. of the victims w 
15 years §f age. 

To help prevent accidents, Tne fedlUal gov- 
it under the Fedej^l Hazardous Sub- 

lanc^ iwt prohibits the sale of most dangerous 
>es of fireworks to consumers. In addition, 

13I state and local governments prohibit or 
lit the use of fireworks that are manufac- 
-ed for use by 'consumers (as opposed to 
yfessionals). 

The CPSC offers these recommendations for 
fireworks s afe ty 

• Never ignite fireworks in a container, espe¬ 
cially a glass or metal one. 

• Do not allow young children to play with 
fireworks — ever! For example, sparklers, con¬ 
sidered by tnany the ideal sqfef^fPikk^for the 
yofing, burn at1 very high temperatures and 
can easily ignite cLmS^. Older children should 
only be perrr|itted to use fireworks under close 
adult supervision. 

• Do not try to relight or handle malfunc¬ 
tioning fireworks; douse arid soak them with 
water and thriw them away. 

• Store fireworks in a dry, cool place; check 
instructions for special storage directions. 

• Parents should supervise the ordering and 
use of mail order fireworks or fireworks kits. 
“Make sure the kits do not contain chemicals 
or paper tubes suitable for making large fire- 

A Touchstone Energy" Partner 

Stewardson 
quicentennial set 

for August 19 — 22 
Stewardson is celebrating its 125th year of ex¬ 

istence and a big celebration is planned. If you 
enjoy good food, lots of fun, music and history 
you will not want to miss the Stewardson 
Quasquicentennial. Some of the food that which 
will be prepared includes: a fish fry, hog roast, 
fried chicken, pork chop supper, Lion’s lunch 
stand and an ice cream social. Events include: a 
Tractor Pull, Midway Rides, Bingo, Roping Art¬ 
istry by Carmel Gowan, Horse Pull, Cloggers, Car 
Show, Thrashing Demonstrations, Garden Trac¬ 
tor Pull, Kids Games, Blacksmith Hammer Off, 
Magic of Nichols, Community Singers, 
Quasquicentennial Pageant & Fashion Show, 
Captain Rat & the Blind Rivets, Raffle Drawing, 
Community Church Services, Community Church 
Choir, Coles County Barber Shop Chorus, 
Quasquicentennial Parade, Quasquicentennial 
Dress Contest, Lion’s Club Queen Contest, 
Quasquicentennial Beard Contest, 
Quasquicentennial Auction, Antique Tractor Pull, 
Local Music Talent Show and Fireworks at dusk 
on Sunday. Other attractions include: Craft 
Stands & Demonstrations of the Old Ways, An¬ 
tique Tractor & Machinery Display, Historical 
Tours into the Past, Museum, Quilt Display and 
Fashion Display. For more information, please call 
(217)868-5869. 

Office closing 
Monday, July 5 in ob¬ 

servance of Indepen¬ 

dence Day holiday. 
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Shelby Electric Cooperative offers Cellular 
Communications Services through 

CELLULARONE® 
In recent years cellular 

communication services have 
been expanded and greatly im¬ 
proved in rural areas. Cellular 
communication services have 
also become much more afford¬ 
able. A little over one year ago 
Shelby Electric Cooperative 
decided to become a 
CELLULARONE Agent. 

Now you can rely on your 
local electric cooperative for all 
your cellular communication 
needs. CELLULARONE’s goal is 
your 100% satisfaction and that 
is one of the primary reasons 
it was selected over other cel¬ 
lular carriers. Another reason 
that CELLULARONE was cho¬ 
sen, is it has a superior cellu¬ 
lar network. Not only does it 
have a state-of-the-art network, 
it also has more towers in our 
coverage area than any other 
carrier. As an Agent for 
CELLULARONE, Shelby Electric 
Cooperative can take pride in 
the ability to offer the very best 

cellular network to our mem¬ 
bers and customers. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative, 
through its involvement with 
Clear Talk Communications, 
has gained a tremendous 
amount of experience in the 
communications industry. That 
experience, combined with 
CELLULARONE’s high quality 
wireless communication system, 
makes it possible for Shelby 
Electric Cooperative to have a 
significant advantage over the 
competition. For personalized 
service from someone with ex¬ 
perience, look no further than 
Shelby Electric Cooperative. 

CELLULARONE offers ad¬ 
vanced technology, an expan¬ 
sive coverage area, value added 
rate plans, a variety of en¬ 
hanced features, long distance 
service and complementary 
fraud-fighting technologies. Sev¬ 
eral different rate plans are 
available and they vary in price. 

Complementary features in¬ 
clude: Automatic Call Follow¬ 
ing, Call Waiting, Message 
Waiting Indicator, Local Call¬ 
ing Only, Incoming Calls Only, 
Home Only, and International 
Calling. A number of enhanced 
features are also available in¬ 
cluding: Caller ID, Message one, 
Call Forwarding, Three-Way 
Conference Calling, Mr. Rescue, 
and Detailed Airtime Billing. 

The CELLULARONE experts 
at Shelby Electric Cooperative 
will be happy to assist you in 
selecting a phone, rate plan and 
features that are just right for 
your cellular needs. 

For more information about 
CELLULARONE services and 
features, you may stop by the 
office at the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters in Shelbyville, Mon¬ 
day through Friday, between 
7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. You 
may also call the office at 774- 
3986 or (800) 677-2612. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative welcomes 

Name 
Michael Senger 
Tim Stewart 
Eugene Bieber 
Paula Brown 
Donna Tarrant 
Wesley Manhart 
Ed Fryman 
Randy Leesman 
Larry O. Nickles 
Harold Myers 
Jimmie M. Dixon 
Craig J. Gontarek 
Mark Butler 
Angela Crose 
James Fletcher 
Dustin Cothern 
Renee’ K. Montgomery 
Candis Shouse 
Shannon Corley 
Richard D. Bush 
Andrew Dial 

new members 
City Name City 
Moweaqua Carrie E. Bueker Stewardson 
Stonington Fitzpatrick Farm Pana 
Tower Hill Roberta Massey Effingham 
Cowden Robert Whitaker Assumption 
Tower Hill Mark Bertolino Witt 
Effingham Michael D. Conrath Kincaid 
Neoga Dennis Jostes Assumption 
Rochester Eric Stimac Edinburg 
Taylorville Roger E. Bakke Oak Forest 
Springfield Robert S. Heckler Shelbyville 
Morris Tom Durbin Owaneco 
Taylorville Thomas W. Prehn Taylorville 
Moweaqua l/keott Gillett Moweaqua 
Moweaqua Walter I. Black Cowden 
Neoga Jamie R. Breckenridge Cowden 
Tower Hill Gary Warthem Yorkville 
Taylorville Robert R. Krause Decatur 
Cowden Joan Cornell Taylorville 
Cowden Arthur Glenn Bohlen Edinburg 
Pana John Lovelett Pana 
Moweaqua Jay M. Mabry Tower Hill 
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Right Rate 
Designed for you 

Different lifestyles have different calling needs. The 
Cellular One wireless experts make it easy for you to 
customize your service with rate plans and features 
designed for your personal and business needs. With 
the Right Rate ... 

• Choose the right rate plan for your needs, the option 
to change your rate plan and to upgrade your phone 
equipment to the latest state-of-the-art technology. 

From the Wireless Experts at 
CELLURLARONE 

• Take advantage of enhanced network quality and reliable 
service while traveling within the Cellular One Home Cover¬ 
age Area. 

• Select from a wide variety of competitively priced wireless 
phones and accessories, as well as many value-added pro¬ 
motional offers. 

• Our experienced and knowledgeable wireless experts are 
available to assist you with your cellular needs. 

Right Rate Plans 
Choosing your Right Rate plan is easy. First, decide how you want to use your cellular phone,. Are you going to need 
additional minutes or would you just like the security of owning a cellular phone? Then, select a rate plan — start with 
the $9.95 rate plan and add on the amount of minutes you need from available minute paks. 

Right Rate Additional Local 
Charge 

t>e< 

Peoce of Mind 
30 
100 

$10.00 

$30.00 

Out and About 200 $50.00 

Down to Business 350 $70.00 

Additional local minutes are 35C per minute 

DIGITALEDGESM Advantage 
Step up to Digital Edge 
and enhance your wireless 
service with enhanced call 
quality, greater privacy and 
longer battery life. Digital 
Edge offers many advan¬ 
tages that give you the 
communications edge. 

• Non-Prime for a Dime: 
Pay only 100 a minute 
for local calls. Non-prime 
calling is from 7 p.m. to 
6:59 a.m., Monday 
through Friday and all 
day on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

• MessageNotesSM Text 
Messaging: Leave a 
predefinded text mes¬ 
sage or numeric mes¬ 
sage. (Subscription re¬ 
quired.) 

• Cellular Phone-to- 
PhoneSM Service: Free 
local calls to other Cellu¬ 
lar One cellular custom¬ 
ers. 

• DigitalPak Features: In¬ 
cluded on select rate 
plans, a $6.95 per month 
value. 

«MgHat Edge 
Right Rate f 

. ■ 

Access 
Included Local 

Digital Edge $12.95 N/A 35C prime 
Basic 10C non-prime 

Peace of 
Mind Digital Edge $21.95 30 33C prime 

30 ANYTIME 10C non-prime 

Digital Edge $29.95 60 32C prime 
60 ANYTIME 10C non-prime 

Out and 
About Digital Edge $38.95 ^ RRlt 100 30C prime 

100 ■^ANYTIME 10C non-prime 

Digital Edge $69.95 m 250 28C prime 
250 ANYTIME 10C non-prime 

Digital Edge $99.75 9 O
 

O
 

27C prime 

Down To 
500 ^ ANYTIME 10C non-prime 

Business 
Digital Edge $149.95 ^ IMIifc IOOO 25C prime 

1000 ■■^ANYTIME 10C non-prime 

Digital Edge phone required on Digital Edge rate plans. 

Ask a Cellular One expert about additional rate plans. 
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About Space. 
The final frontier featured this month on DIRECTV. 

Science fiction gives us the ability to put ourselves in fantastic 

places, to discover new worlds. Sometimes these worlds can be 

pretty harsh. In the futuristic thriller Soldier, 

appearing this month on DIRECT TICKET? 

Kurt Russell plays Todd, a veteran soldier 

who was separated from his family at 

birth and trained by the government 

to be a human killing machine. When 

a “next generation” soldier is released, 

Todd is forced to fight for his life. 

Expea flashy special effects and staged 

hand-to-hand combat scenes in this 

“survival of the fittest” film. 

Fans of BABYLON 5 should tune in for Crusade - the new 

TNT (ch. 212) original series from the creator of your favorite 

award-winning show. Crusade begins when an alien race vows 

revenge on Earth, releasing a deadly bio-genetic plague. Its 

up to the heroic crew of the Alliance ship Excalibur to travel 

the universe in search of a cure. Tracy Scoggins reprises her 

BABYLON 5 role of Captain Elizabeth Lochley. Gary Cole 

(A Simple Plan) plays Captain Matthew Gideon, while 

Daniel Dae Kim {The Jackal) plays the starship’s 

second in command. 

For a meteor shower of science fiction 

programming, punch up the Sci-Fi Channel 

(ch. 254). Enjoy sci-fi movies and shows 

based on land {Sliders, Forever Knight), in the 

sea {Seaquest DSV) and throughout the universe 

{Lost in Space, Star Trek, Space: Above and Beyond). 

There are shows with scary monsters {Night Gallery), and some 

with scary humans {The Twilight Zone). Coincidence or 

conspiracy - the best sci-fi programs are all on DIRECTV! 

This newsletter, for DIRECTV subscribers only, is brought to you by: 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative 

Monday - Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

(800) 677-2612 
(217) 774-3986 

CHANNEL CHOOSER 

Pick & Choose: sports, movies, 

original programs — they’re all on 

TBS Superstation 

From big-league sports action to big-time movies, 
TBS (ch. 259) delivers great programming time and 
again. Get psyched for Winston Cup Series auto racing, 
Atlanta Braves baseball, NBA action and Figure 
Skating Championships. Spend a weekend with "The 
Duke," in a John Wayne salute featuring two full days 
of the movie legend's films. Or enjoy one of the 
Superstation's most popular original series, Wildlife 
Adventures. Super shows, super choices - TBS delivers 
programs America loves to watch. 
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Standerfer elected to Shelby board 

Members of Shelby Electric Cooperative elected one area man and re-elected 
another man to serve as board members at the organization’s 61st annual 
meeting held Friday, June 18, in Shelbyville. From left to right are newly 
elected board member Jeff Standerfer of Shelbyville, re-elected board mem¬ 
ber Darrell Shumard of Stewardson and cooperative President/CEO James 
E. Coleman. 

Deregulation was another major topic 
on Coleman’s agenda. He said that over 
the next nine months Shelby Electric’s 
staff and board will be keeping a sharp 
eye on Illinois Commerce Commission 
rules and federal legislation and make 
any necessary changes required for de¬ 
regulation. He made the point that if 
Shelby Electric customers had been ar¬ 
ranging for their own power last sum¬ 
mer, they could have been paying as 
much as $7.50 per kwh. 

Coleman also asked the crowd to pon¬ 
der these questions, “If deregulation is 
going to be such a great deal, why hasn’t 
the price of power in states like Califor¬ 
nia and Pennsylvania with deregulation 
already in place gone down? And, why 
has the index for energy in Illinois gone 
up from one half to one cent per kilowatt 
hour since deregulation was announced? 
Isn’t this the wrong direction?” He stated 
that the Shelby Electric board of direc¬ 
tors and leaders at the co-ops’s state 
association will continue to monitor the 
deregulation process, and that the board 

One area man was elected and another 
was re-elected to serve three year terms on 
the board of directors of Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative at the organization’s 61st annual 
meeting held Friday, June 18, in Shelbyville. 
Co-op members elected Jeff Standerfer of 
Shelbyville and re-elected Darrell Shumard,of 
Stewardson to the board. 

Addressing some 350 members and 
guests, James Coleman, president/CEO of 
Shelby Electric updated attendees on the com¬ 
puter Y2K Millennium bug. He stated that a 
very intense audit had been done of the co¬ 
operative to identify any problem areas that 
could affect power supply to its members. 

Shelby Electric has taken a proactive ap¬ 
proach and replaced several computers and 
electronic systems that do not meet Y2K com¬ 
pliance. Coleman said if there was a power 
problem on January 1 related to the Y2K bug, 
it would not come from Shelby Electric’s lines. 
He made this promise to the members, “If 
you have a problem, you call us and we will 
assist you. It does not matter what the prob¬ 
lem is, we will do our level best to fix or iden¬ 
tify the problem...it’s our job to serve you.” 
Coleman estimates that it will cost Shelby 
Electric $35,000 for these compliance mea¬ 
sures. 

Top photo - Long-time board mem¬ 
ber Kenneth “Fuzz” Kensil of 
Shelbyville receives a plaque in rec¬ 
ognition of his service. Robert H. 
Primmer of Findlay, chairman of the 
board, made the presentation. 

Right photo - Manager Coleman 
speaks. 
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Top photo - Lynn Glick, lineman, 
staffed the co-op’s tabletop safety dis¬ 
play. 

Right photo - Clear Talk representative 
Tim Sheehan discusses the benefits of 
that service with a prospective customer. 

of directors will be recommending 
changes in the bylaws at the next 
annual meeting to meet the laws 
of the state and the needs of the 
members. 

Coleman updated the group on 
rates and cost reductions. He said 
that although the co-op received a 
small wholesale rate decrease, it 
was not enough to lower rates 
across the board. It was instead 
determined that any of the co-op’s 
excess cash would be returned to 
the members in the form of a power 
cost reduction on a 
given month’s bill. He 
continued by saying 
that nearly $500,000 
had been returned to 
the members in Janu¬ 
ary of 1998 and Janu¬ 
ary of 1999 combined. 
This gave the typical 
member a two percent 
reduction for the 
year’s electric ser¬ 
vice. 

Coleman said 
that last summer’s 
power shortage in¬ 
creased this year’s 
wholesale power 

cost. However, because the co-op 
had exercised a conservative ap¬ 
proach, it would not be deferring ex¬ 
penses into the year 2000 and it 
would not be raising rates. He said, 
“Power supply is the most impor¬ 
tant issue to Shelby Electric and a 
careful approach must be taken to 
ensure that the membership is pro¬ 
tected.” 

Top photo - The Gene Trimble Clown 
Band, a long-time favorite, entertained 
again. 

Coleman also updated the 
crowd on Touchstone Energy, the 
nationwide electric cooperative 
branding program and its benefits 
to Shelby Electric Cooperative. He 
said that one of Touchstone 
Energy’s greatest attributes is that 
because there are nearly 570 
Touchstone Energy partners across 
the nation, the strength of their 
numbers is gaining notoriety from 
large corporations such as 
McDonald’s, Wal-Mart, Cracker 
Barrel and others. By working to¬ 
gether, locally owned electric co¬ 
ops can leverage their strengths to 
sell power in a deregulated indus¬ 
try, something that Shelby Electric 
could never do on its own, said 
Coleman. 

Members were updated on the 
June 1 tornado damage. Approxi¬ 
mately 2,000 - 2,500 members were 
affected, and the cost to the coop¬ 
erative was around $75,000. 
Coleman praised the dedication of 
the co-op employees for their 24 
hours of non-stop service. He also 
took this opportunity to unveil a 
new service for Shelby Electric 
members - one piece fiberglass 
storm shelters. 

Reviewing the co-op’s growth 
during the past decade, Coleman 
said the membership had increased 
by nearly 5,900 members, includ¬ 
ing wholly owned subsidiaries, that 
the physical plant had increased by 
$15.5 million, and that including 
subsidiaries, the company is now 

worth well over $45 
million, a $30.5 mil¬ 
lion increase. 

In his report. 
Chairman Bob Prim- 

ftj V mer, of Findlay, said 
M V that in just the past 

■ few months there 
has been a steadily 
increasing demand 
for power. In addition, 
the inability of the 
nation’s transmis¬ 
sion system to eas¬ 
ily transfer electricity 
from power surplus 
areas to power defi¬ 
cit areas has caused 

Left photo - Katherine Brix of 
Shelbyville was the winner of one of 
two scholarships awarded annually to 
deserving students by Shelby Electric. 
Here, she receives her scholarship 
from Robert Primmer, chairman. 

Right photo - Jodi Evans of Mode won 
another Shelby Electric Scholarship, 
which Primmer also presented. 
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the need for additional power 
sources. He said that most of the 
generation facilities that have been 
installed, or are in the process of 
being installed, are the combustion 
turbine types, used primarily for 
“peaking” purposes. Other types of 
plans such as fuel cell, coal, wind¬ 
generated and solar power are un¬ 
derway as well. 

Joseph Firlit, president of 
Soyland Power Cooperative, 
spoke to the cooperative mem¬ 
bers about its debt service. 
Soyland Power is the whole¬ 
sale power supplier to Shelby 
Electric. The original debt of 
$235 million is currently down 
to $35 million and will be paid 
off in the year 2000. Firlit 
added that a rate reduction is 
expected at that time. 

Firlit also addressed the 
power supply issue. To meet 
demand, Soyland Power’s board of 
directors has been allocated $25 
million to build additional power 
plants. By building new power 
plants in Alsey, Soyland Power will 
add 100 megawatts of power by the 
end of June. However, Firlit said 
access to transmission lines is 
also causing power supply prob¬ 
lems. No new lines are being built 
to run in or out of the state of Illi¬ 

nois. He said that 
although usage has 
grown by 30 per¬ 
cent, line construc¬ 
tion can only fetch 
a nine percent rate 
of return, thus 
thwarting interest. 

Richard Boggs, 

Shelby Electric board treasurer, 
reported that Shelby Energy, a pro¬ 
pane gas subsidiary, now has 
1,105 customers with sales of 
$478,000. He also said that the 
DBS satellite television program 
is doing very well with 3,558 cus¬ 
tomers and sales of $1,543,000. 
Boggs stated that these two busi- 

There were several displays at the meet¬ 
ing, including one for this super-insu¬ 
lated water heater. Note the Touchstone 
Energy banner. 

Several members took advantage of the 
opportunity to have their blood pressure 
checked. 

nesses within the cooperative help 
keep electric rates down. 

The Shelby Electric Cooperative 
board of directors bid a fond farewell 
to Kenneth (Fuzz) Kensil, who has 
served on the board for 33 years. He 
was presented a commemorative 
plaque during Primmer’s address to 
the members. 

Annual meeting prize winners 
Item Description Manufacturer Winner 

Answering Machine AT&T Jr. Rodman 
Blender Plus Blender/Food processor Hamilton Beach Nelson Burge 
Cabinet Tool Set 138 piece Allied Warren Nohren 
Clock Radio w/carbon monoxide alarm G.E. Edgar Hadden 

| Drilling & Screw-driving Set 74 piece Black & Decker Joe Helton 
Extension Cord outdoor 25 & 100 ft. Woods J. R. Thompson 
Extension Cord outdoor 100 ft. ElectriCord Lela Giesler 
Hand Mixer Sunbeam Virginia McCoy 

| Kitchen Tool & Gadget Set 14 piece Farberware Harold Walker 
1 Lamp Westinghouse Connie Dickey 
1 Power Light 500 watt halogen Pro Series James Weiser 
| Rice Cooker & Steamer Aroma Robert Meltzer 

Smoke Alarm First Alert Kenneth Moreau 
Steamer optisteam Krups Steven Evans 
Thermometer wireless Springfield John Hall 
Toaster Oven Delonghi/Alfredo Cameron Dickey 
Travel Kit Vidal Sassoon Vincent Force 
Work Light 6 ft. yellow Ritelite David Bouvet 

$50 Shelby $s — Attendance Prize Winners 

Charles Disney Curtis McDonald 
Donald Robertson Christina Gladfelter 

Lenad Lefever Rita Cyr 
Clarence Schneider Jerry Strahle 

Grand Prize $250 — Ralph Reel 
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You’ll always find something new on DIRECTVf 

In fact, with more than 200 channels, 55 movies 

every night, and more sports than any other television 

service, you may never watch the same program 

twice! Come in today for special summer savings. 

Nothing measures up to DIRECTV. 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner 

D I R ECTV 

SHELBY ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE 

Monday — Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

(800) 677-2612 
(217) 774-3986 

DIRECTV is an official trademark of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corp.© 1998 NRTC. 

Tired 
of Summer fifUfli? 
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Three youths take Washington tour 
Three area youths spent the week of June 

18-24 exploring Washington D.C. The students 
met with Illinois congressional leaders and 
learned about government during the annual 
“Youth to Washington” tour. This event, sponsored 
by the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illi¬ 
nois, began in the late 1950s to introduce rural 
youths to democracy. Stephene (Daytel) Campbell 
of Findlay, Darci Peadro of Windsor and Tami 
Swits of Gays represented Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative. They met with Congressman David 

Phelps on Capitol Hill and were among 56 rural 
Illinois youth leaders selected for the trip. In ad¬ 
dition to the Capitol, students also explored Ar¬ 
lington National Cemetery, the National 
Cathedral, the Supreme Court, the Smithsonian 
Museums, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia and a number 
of other historical sites. Pictured are (1-r): 
Campbell, Peadro and Congressman Phelps and 
Swits. 

A Touchstone Energy " Partner 
The power of human connections 
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Call Shelby Energy Company for 
propane needs 

Shelby Energy Company 
can assist you with all your Liq¬ 
uid Propane (LP) gas needs, in¬ 
cluding appliance sales and 
service. No matter if you have 
a commercial, industrial, agri¬ 
cultural, residential or a motor- 
fuel account, you can count on 
the professional staff of Shelby 
Energy Company to provide the 
best service to your account. 

Shelby Energy Company of¬ 
fers gas contracts whereby a 
customer can lock in a sum¬ 
mer rate on LP gas and have 
that price guaranteed up 
through March of the following 
year. Budget billing is also avail¬ 
able to help a person avoid 
those large bills when a tank 
is filled. 

Customers can choose to use 
their own tank if they have one 
or they can lease a 500 gallon 
above-ground tank for $ 1 a year. 
If a customer prefers, they may 
also purchase an above ground 
tank or an underground tank. 

Shelby Energy Company pro¬ 
vides its customers with emer¬ 
gency service 24 hours-a-day, 
365 days a year. If a customer has 
a concern about their LP gas sys¬ 
tem, they should not hesitate to 
contact their supplier. You can 
count on Shelby Energy Company 
to be there for you. 

You do not have to be a mem¬ 
ber of Shelby Electric Cooperative 
to take advantage of competitive 
prices and great service. If you 

are a member of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative, you can help your¬ 
self by making Shelby Energy 
Company your LP gas supplier. 
Doing business with Shelby En¬ 
ergy Company does help you and 
your electric cooperative. 

You can also feel good about 
doing business with a local com¬ 
pany and local people. Shelby En¬ 
ergy Company cares about the 
people it serves. Therefore, you 
can count on Shelby Energy 
Company to be community 
minded and always willing to 
support the local community. 

To obtain current LP gas 
prices, please stop by the office 
or call 774-2311 or (800) 677- 
2612. 

Is your crop dryer ready? 
Don’t wait till you start har¬ 

vesting to find out if your crop 
dryer is going to operate prop¬ 
erly. Take a few minutes now 
and run through the following 
checklist. It may save you 
hours or even days of harvest 
delays. 

• Inspect all wiring and pan¬ 
els for worn insulation, loose 
connections and worn-out cir¬ 
cuit breakers. Also, check to be 
sure grounding wires are prop¬ 
erly connected and not broken. 

• Make sure all guards, 
shields and overcurrent de¬ 
vices are properly installed and 
secured. 

• Check for worn bearings, 
pulleys, gearboxes, belts, shafts, 
etc. Pay particular attention to 
excess play in motor bearings. 
Bad bearings can ruin a motor. 

• Lubricate all equipment 
before you start it. If you are not 
sure of where to lubricate or 

what type of lubrication to use, 
consult your equipment dealer. 

• Test it. Run through a com¬ 
plete drying cycle to see that all 
timers and switches operate 
properly. Let the motors run for 
several minutes to heat and 
distribute the new lubricant. 
Start the dryer at least 
twice to be sure the start¬ 
ing capacitors perform 
properly. 

• If you have added 
more motors, it would be 
a good idea to check with 
the Engineering Depart¬ 
ment of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative to make sure 
the electrical service is 
adequate to handle the 
additional load. 

• Don’t forget to check 
over any fossil fuel-fired 
equipment used in con¬ 
junction with the dryer. 
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Your electric co-op does not endorse 
insurance companies 

Illinois Country Living read¬ 
ers recognize that this magazine 
occasionally carries advertising 
material from insurance compa¬ 
nies. Several of these companies 
are longtime advertisers in the 
magazine. 

The magazine staff makes 
every effort to determine the le¬ 
gitimacy of these companies, but 
none of them have the endorse¬ 
ment of your member-coopera¬ 
tive or the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), the 
organization that publishes this 
magazine. 

We would like to inform Illi¬ 
nois Country Living readers 
about one insurance company 
that has confused some of our 
readers in the past. For many 

years. Reserve National Insur¬ 
ance has used direct mail, tele¬ 
phone and in-person direct 
marketing to rural Illinoisans, 
many of them electric coopera¬ 
tive members. In past market¬ 
ing efforts they imply that they 
have an affiliation with the 
electric cooperatives. The Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association and the AIEC 
have requested that the com¬ 
pany stop making these state¬ 
ments. 

Their envelope return ad¬ 
dress says: A National Associa¬ 
tion of Rural Co-Operative 
Members, Oklahoma City, OK. 
The envelope also says: “AT¬ 
TENTION - RURAL CO-OPERA¬ 
TIVE MEMBERS NOW QUALIFY 

FOR A GROUP HOSPITALIZATION 
PLAN THAT PAYS OUTPATIENT 
EXPENSES. IMMEDIATE REPLY RE¬ 
QUESTED.” Inside there is a ques¬ 
tionnaire form with the heading: 
“RURAL CO-OPERATIVE MEMBERS 
QUESTION AIRE.” Only in the fine 
print at the bottom do they state: 
“This plan is independent of, and 
not affiliated, associated, or en¬ 
dorsed by any national electric as¬ 
sociation or any local Farmers, 
Electric, Telephone or other rural 
co-operative.” 

We want to make it perfectly 
clear that Shelby Electric Coopera¬ 
tive does not endorse Reserve Na¬ 
tional Insurance, nor is there any 
connection with the company and 
its insurance products. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
welcomes new members 

Name City/Town Name City/Town 
Domenic V. Grieco Strasburg Carey Me Vickers Pana 
Charles B. Ditto Shelbyville Shane Cobb Windsor 
Scott Hendrickson Neoga Tracy L. Sutton Effingham 
Michael J. Nohren Tower Hill Charles Munjoy Rochester 
Joe Goriszewski Tower Hill Craig D. Martin Shelbyville 
Deidra White Tower Hill Luke E. Epley Pana 
Daniel Hall Tower Hill William Phillips Cowden 
Bryan Feller Blue Mound Alice Lanphear Cowden 
Daniel G. Pistorius Blue Mound Tiffany Sunshine Fandel Moweaqua 
Charles E. Mowry Jr. Blue Mound Regina Spain Taylorville 
Sheila Rundell Macon Roger E. Schroyer Taylorville 
Shalmar Country Kennel Macon Jerry P. Reynolds Nokomis 
William Mauser Shelbyville Sharom Williams Naperville 
Larry M. Askins Lakewood Michael Nation Taylorville 
Randy A. Cutler Shelbyville William H. Otey Blue Mound 
One Stop Food Shop Cowden Entler Construction Decatur 
Marilyn N. Sarver Cowden Rosemary Westendorf Neoga 
James R. Allsop Shelbyville Albert E. Holmes jr. Edinburg 
Alice M. Workman Cowden Edward D. Stolte Blue Mound 
Robert D. Karcher Cowden Brenda May Morrisonville 
Jennifer L. Beck Cowden Agro Distribution LLC Findlay 
Lowell Sarver Herrick Michael D. Rushing Assumption 
Ravi Kancha Taylorville Connie Eadie Findlay 
Steven Hartman Stewardson Dick Yandyke Springfield 
Paul L. McAchran Stewardson William A. Marquis Lakewood 
Phillip D. Boyer Strasburg Scott J. Willenborg Neoga 
Kathy M. Durbin Mode Kenneth Pryor Findlay 
George William Bourke Oconee 
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No Such Thing. 
How much football can you handle? Try NFL Sunday Ticket 

on DIRECTV® and get 13 games every Sunday during the 

regular season. That’s almost 200 games over 17 weeks. 

Before, you could only watch a couple of network games 

every Sunday. Now, with DIRECTV, you can experience 

NFL action like never before - in crisp, digital picture and 
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Beware of Y2K scams 

Recent reports have shown that, as Jan. 1, 2000 
grows nearer, Y2K scams are likely to become a 
more frequent problem for consumers. 

“Unscrupulous businesses are bound to prey 
on consumer fears about the impact of Y2K and 
attempt to sell unnecessary and drastically over¬ 
priced ‘preparedness’ items”, said Senator Chris 
Dodd (D-Conn.), vice chairman of the Special Com¬ 
mittee of the Year 2000 (Y2K) Technology Problem. 

By now we have all heard about the ‘Millennium 
Bug’, or Y2K problem that has the potential to cause 
wide-ranging system failures, affecting everything 
from personal computers to automated teller ma¬ 
chines to elevators. 

A typical scam would involve someone posing 
as an official from a financial institution or credit 
card company. The con-artist phones the victim asks 
for credit card or bank account information, claim¬ 
ing such information is needed to assist the institu¬ 

tion in its Y2K compliance 
activities. j 

Other scams have ® 
included fraudulent 
investment 
schemes which con- 
artist offer to exchange 
the victim’s financial assets 
for gold coins or other pre¬ 
cious metals as a means of pro- > 
tecting them from Y2K failure at their 
financial institution. Victims are tricked into pay¬ 
ing much more than the coins or metals are worth, 
or may not receive anything in exchange. 

Please, don’t ever give out personal or credit card 
information over the phone unless you initiated the 
call or you know for sure who is at the other end of 
the line. Report any unauthorized charges or scams 
to the police. 

October is Cooperative Month 

Today many electric cooperative consumers 
don't remember the first day electricity came to then- 
homes. In fact, your electricity was probably already 
there when you moved in - one of those automatic 
things like the telephone line and running water. 

The day you joined your electric co¬ 
operative, you became a member of a 
unique organization. An electric coop¬ 
erative is different. 

Your electric cooperative is not-for- 
profit and consumer owned, like the lo-^ 
cal credit union or food cooperative. 
That means any revenue above expenses 
is eventually returned to the member 

COOPERATIVES 

Businesses People Trust 

(you) in the form of capital credit payments. 
Your electric cooperative is committed to pro¬ 

viding the best possible service at the lowest pos¬ 
sible cost. We take pride in our cooperative - a 
grassroots system of service started by pioneers like 

those who settled this area. Keeping the 
cost of electricity affordable helps keep 
local businesses competitive, while pre¬ 
serving our rural heritage and standard 
of living. 

There is something different about 
receiving your electricity from an elec¬ 
tric cooperative. We think it's a differ¬ 
ence you can be proud of. 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner 
The power of human connections 
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Handle grain harvest with care 

Harvested grain traps like quicksand 

If you are handling loose, harvested grain, it is 
all too easy to get trapped in the grain — or even 
die of suffocation. Grain handling accidents hap¬ 
pen very quickly, and flowing grain can draw in a 
person in seconds. If you are in a large wagon or a 
grain bin, you could become completely submerged 
in as little as 15 seconds. 

A grain surface may appear solid, but it’s not — 
a small opening in the unloading gate gives the en¬ 
tire surface the quality of quicksand. When kernels 
are removed from the bottom, kernels directly above 

rush in to fill the void, creating 
a fluid motion. Even if the 
grain flow is stopped, the 
danger is not over. It is very 
difficult to remove people 
from grain once they are 
trapped. For example, the 
force required to remove a 

person buried in 
grain can exceed 

2,000 pounds — the same as lifting a small car. 

Don’t be a victim of suffocation when handling 
loose grain. Follow these safety tips: 

• Lock out power to all types of grain-handling 
equipment. Disconnect power, and place locks 
over operating switches. This also helps dis¬ 
courage grain theft. 

• Always use the buddy system when you are un¬ 
loading or loading grain. Notify a second per¬ 
son of your whereabouts at all times, so that 
he/she can obtain help if necessary. Ideally, have 
a second person on site. 

• Never permit children to ride in grain wagons 
or enter grain storage areas. 

• Apply suffocation hazard decals to all grain 
wagons, grain bins and storage structures. 

• Lock access doors to grain bins; limit access 
to the top of grain wagons. 

Source: The National Ag Safety Database/Iowa State 
University Extension 

Shelby Electric Cooperative welcomes new members 
Name Citv/Town 

Trevor Kubatzke Taylorville 
Clinton Lay Jr. Moweaqua 
D. Matthew Myer Moweaqua 
James J. Gore Decatur 
Tonya Durbin Cowden 
David M. Olischlaeger Shelbyville 
Clara M. Rathman Shelbyville 
Dale Bauer Shelbyville 
Michael A. Saulsberry Stonington 
Bryan Sharp Taylorville 
Donald L. Harbert Edinburg 
John Lewellen Edinburg 
Rogar A. Moore Taylorville 
Paul Berner Assumption 
Jennifer L. Turvey Taylorville 
Paul N. Hansmann Taylorville 
Vince Drnjevic Taylorville 
Mildred Banner Moweaqua 
Becky Christman Shelbyville 
Lake City Engineering Shelbyville 
Jerry Wells Shelbyville 
Bradley Sanders Mahomet 
Rhonda M. Howard Windsor 
Cletus Davis Jr. Stonington 
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Name Citv/Town 

Catherine A. Butler Moweaqwua 
Remax Crossroads Denver, CO 
Terri Weeden Cowden 
Deborah R. Brown Beecher City 
Teresa Deal Neoga 
Larry Mcmullen Mattoon 
Brad Thomas Taylorville 
Dennis W Brooks Blue Mound 
Gerald L. Aldridge Herrick 
Betty O’rourke Cowden 
Natalie K. Cook Macon 
Scott K. Thomas Sigel 
Judy Ballinger Stewardson 
James Ward Neoga 
Michael R. Williams Sr. Findlay 
Tim Phillips Oakley 
Edward Mathes Assumption 
Joyce Seddon Gays 
Bernard B. Hoehn Argenta 
Sue Ade Pana 
Angela Rosa Taylorville 
Dale Robling Taylorville 
Kristine E. Smith Taylorville 



Shelby Electric Cooperative 
offers Water Heaters for $1 

Members of Shelby Electric Cooperative can obtain an electric 50-Gallon Rheem 
Water Heater for only $1. As a service to our members, the cooperative has offered 
water heaters for $1 for a number of years now. In exchange for making water 
heaters available for $1, the cooperative reserves the right to install a load control 
switch on the water heater. 

Between June 15 and Sept. 15, the cooperative may temporarily interrupt ser¬ 
vice to the water heater when Peak Alert conditions occur. Interruptions in service 
to the water heater take place approximately two to five days a year and may last 
anywhere from four hours to eight hours. Interruptions in service will not take 
place on weekends or holidays. 

Controlling the demand for electricity on those extremely 
hot days helps to keep costs down for every member of 
the cooperative. It should be noted that members are re¬ 
sponsible for the installation and maintenance of the wa¬ 
ter heater. 

If you need a new water heater and you are in¬ 
terested in the Shelby Electric Cooperative Water I-lpotpraj 
Heater Program, please stop by the coopera-  
tive or call (217) 774-3986 or (800) 677-2612. Well KTIOWn VrilllP 

NO MATTER HOW YOU DEFINE IT, ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES ARE GOOD FOR AMERICA. WE PROVIDE AT-COST POWER, 
RELIABLY AND AFFORDABLY TO BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS ALIKE. THAT’S THE WAY IT’S BEEN FOR DECADES. AND THAT’S THE 
WAY IT WILL STAY 

NOW, ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES ARE COMING TOGETHER IN A NATIONWIDE ALLIANCE 
CALLED TOUCHSTONE ENERGY® 

WE’RE NOT CHANGING OUR NAME, OUR OWNERSHIP OR OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU. YOUR BUSINESS AND YOUR VOICE 
ARE STILL VERY IMPORTANT TO US. 

AS A TOUCHSTONE ENERGY® PARTNER, WE’LL BE SHARING IDEAS AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES WHILE CONTINUING 
OUR DEDICATION TO BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS IN THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE. 

TOUCHSTONE ENERGY® IT’S THE DEFINITION OF WHAT SERVICE SHOULD BE. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
http://www.touchstoneenergy.com ATouchstone Energy® Partner 
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M-cr* m 
Over 30 premium movie channels and 

55 pay-per-view choices a night. 

More than 25 sports channels and 
6 pro and collegiate sports packages, 

including exclusive NFL Sunday Ticket. 

Our most popular packages begin as 
low as $19.99 per month. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
Monday — Friday 

7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(800) 677-2612 
(217) 774-3986 

DIRECTV is an official trademark of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corp. © 1998 NRTC. 
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Your Total Energy Supplier 

Inmates are building houses and improving lives while 
working on Habitat for Humanity projects 

a> 
M 

The new Ed O’Brien home is pictured here, quickly taking shape with the help of several trained volun¬ 
teers. 

Inmates at the Taylorville Correctional Cen¬ 
ter (TCC) are taking advantage of a Construc¬ 
tion Trades Course, which is available to them 
through Lake Land College. They are learning a 
skilled trade and are also helping others. Many 
people may not know it but the inmates at the 
Taylorville Correctional Center have been busy 
building houses for Habitat for Humanity. 

In 1994, Jane Otte, Lutheran Social Ser¬ 
vices of Illinois Executive Director of Prisoner 
and Family Ministry, approached the former TCC 
Warden, Anthony Scillia about the possibility of 
a program whereby inmates could build houses 
for Habitat for Humanity. A partnership was 
established between Lutheran Social Services, 
the TCC and Lake Land College. 

According to the current Warden, Dr. Walter 
A. Groesch, “Beginning in 1995, the TCC made 

inmate crews available from the Construction 
Trades Class to actually go on site to help build 
houses. Inmates worked on several Habitat for 
Humanity homes in the Springfield area.” How¬ 
ever, transporting inmates to the site did not 
seem to be the most efficient way to utilize 
human resources. 

Consequently, changes to the program were 
implemented and for the last two years, houses 
have been constructed in prefabricated wall and 
roof sections at the correctional center. 

Bill Bays is the instructor for the Construc¬ 
tion Trades Class. He said, “A house will actu¬ 
ally be completely assembled and a final 
inspection will be made. If adjustments are nec¬ 
essary, they will be made and the house will be 
prepared for shipping.” Following is a list of 
communities for whom prefabricated wall and 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner 
The power of human connections 
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Inmates in the Con¬ 
struction Trades Class 
at the Taylorville Cor¬ 
rectional Center work¬ 
ing on a prefabricated 
wall section. 

roof sections have been built 
and delivered: 
Three houses - Bloomington, 
One house - Houston, TX, 
Three houses - Decatur, 
Two Houses - Quincy, 
Three houses - East St. Louis, 
One House - Springfield, 
Two houses - Sullivan. 

There are approximately 15 
students in the Construction 
Trades Class. “Students follow 
a structured curriculum which 
blends textbook study and 
hands on experience. The Con¬ 
struction Trades Course offered 
through Lake Land College cov¬ 
ers everything related to resi¬ 
dential home building. The 
Habitat for Humanity program 
offers students an opportunity 
to have more hands on experi¬ 
ence than if they built a single 
wall for a demonstration in the 
classroom, he says.” 

Warden Groesch said, 
“These guys take care in what 
they do and they also take pride 
in what they do. The students 
in the Construction Trades 
Class produce a quality prod¬ 
uct. The skills learned in the 
Construction Trades Class could 
very well lead to some good job 
opportunities for an inmate 
when he leaves the correctional 
center.” 

Bill Bays, instructor for the Construction Trades Class, explains the 
construction process to Ed O’Brien and members of the Sangamon 
County Habitat for Humanity Affiliate Steering Committee. 

Inmates are also in the pro¬ 
cess of constructing a build¬ 
ing, which will be used as a 
classroom for a Horticulture 
Class that will be offered in the 
near future. Furthermore, they 
are constructing a greenhouse. 

One of the most important 
elements of the Habitat for 
Humanity program at the TCC 
is that it allows inmates an 
opportunity to give something 
back to the community. 

According to Bays, “The stu¬ 
dents in this class understand 
that these homes are going to 
those in need. Many of the in¬ 
mates can appreciate that as 
they have been in that position 
in the past, or had or have rela¬ 
tives in such a situation. They 

are a part of filling that need 
and giving to others. Jesus 
said ‘It is better to give than to 
receive.’ Many students prac¬ 
tice their religious faiths, and 
appreciate this aspect of help¬ 
ing others outside the institu¬ 
tion.” 

Sometimes inmates have an 
opportunity to meet the very 
people that they are helping. 
On Aug. 30, 1999, members of 
the steering committee for the 
Sangamon County Habitat for 
Humanity Affiliate visited the 
Construction Trades Class at 
the TCC. 

The home that the students 
were working on at the time 
was being built for Mr. Ed 
O’Brien. O’Brien joined the 
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Inmates framing a prefabricated wall section. 

steering committee as they met 
with the students and saw first 
hand the work that had been 
dene on his home. He shook 
hands with the students in the 
class and thanked them for the 
work that they were doing. 

Part of the home was as¬ 
sembled and the members of 
the steering committee were 
quickly able to determine the 
layout of the home. Mr. Bays 
explained the process of build¬ 
ing the prefabricated wall and 
roof sections. 

“A typical house will have 
somewhere between 30 and 40 
different wall sections,” he said, 
“and one student will build 
three to five walls.” This house 
is being sponsored by the 
Sangamon County Catholic 
Partnership. It was raised on 
Sept. 24, 1999 and a dedica¬ 
tion will take place in the middle 
of October. 

To qualify for a Habitat 
home an individual must work 
a minimum of 250 hours on a 
Habitat for Humanity project. 
Out of the 250 hours required, 
40 can be used on the 
recipient’s own home. 

O’Brien has been working 
on Habitat homes for others 
over the last three years. Speak¬ 
ing in regard to the work that 
he has done, he said that “it is 
a lot of fun.” He estimates that 
he has probably worked 350 
hours or more on Habitat for 

Humanity projects. He does not 
keep track anymore. He said 
“that everybody involved in 
Habitat for Humanity is fan¬ 
tastic. Being involved in the 
organization allows you to build 
friendships that will last for¬ 
ever.” 

Ray Roth, Chief Engineer at 
the TCC, was appointed to serve 
as the Lead Liaison on the 
Habitat for Humanity project. 
He has been personally involved 
with Habitat for Humanity for 
quite some time and is familiar 
with the needs of the program. 
He is also on the Board of Di¬ 
rectors of the Sangamon County 
Habitat for Humanity Affiliate. 
Roth said that “Lutheran So¬ 
cial Services of Illinois donates 
up to $2,500 for materials for 
each house. Local lumber yards 
have made materials available 
at cost and at times have do¬ 
nated material.” Additional as¬ 
sistance is provided by other 
organizations as well. Cargill 
Foods of Springfield is another 
supporter of the Habitat for 
Humanity program. Richard 
Pottier, Administrative Manager 
of the Springfield Flour Mill, 
said “Cargill Foods is in the 
process of providing approxi¬ 
mately 10,000 square feet of 
warehouse space and about 800 
square feet of office space to 
the Sangamon County Habitat 
for Humanity Affiliate at a very 
reduced rate.” 

Additionally, four lots, in¬ 
cluding the one for O’Brien’s 
home, have been donated to the 
Sangamon County Habitat for 
Humanity Affiliate. Cargill Foods 
has also donated $3,000 toward 
materials in addition to the lot 
for the O’Brien house. 

Roth provided some general 
information concerning Habitat 
for Humanity. He explained that 
applicants for homes must meet 
three requirements to be eli¬ 
gible for consideration: They 
must: (1) Have a need for a 
new home due to safety con¬ 
cerns or rent increases; (2) Meet 
income guidelines and be able 
to pay for the home and (3) 
Invest 250 hours in “sweat eq¬ 
uity” in construction of a new 
home. Roth said that the orga¬ 
nization provides credit coun¬ 
seling and teaches future 
homeowners how to budget 
their money. Recipients of a 
Habitat Home pay a mortgage 
for 10 to 15 years. They must 
also make a down payment of 
$500. If a person does not abide 
by the guidelines, they will not 
get a home. If a person does 
not make payments, they will 
lose the home. Joe Clennon, a 
member of the steering com¬ 
mittee, stated that “Contrary to 
what many believe, Habitat for 
Humanity is not a handout or 
a giveaway. It helps people who 
are normally missed by other 
agencies. Habitat for Humanity 
is a way to help them up.” 

Habitat for Humanity is a 
wonderful program that pro¬ 
vides low cost, affordable hous¬ 
ing for families and individuals 
in need. Inmates at the 
Taylorville Correctional Center 
are learning valuable skills. 
More importantly, they know 
that they are helping others in 
need. The inmates enrolled in 
the Construction Trades Class 
offered by Lake Land College 
at the TCC are making a posi¬ 
tive difference in other people’s 
lives as well as their own. Keep 
up the good work. 
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Students encouraged to apply for 
IEC Memorial Scholarships 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
President and CEO James E. 
Coleman has announced that 
for the fifth consecutive year 
the Illinois electric cooperatives 
will award academic scholar¬ 
ships in the amount of $1,000 
each to high school seniors. The 
three scholarships are being 
awarded through the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative (IEC) Me¬ 
morial Scholarship Program. 
Because of the scholarship 
program’s success, an additional 
scholarship was added this year 
for children of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

High school seniors pursu¬ 
ing a college education in the 
state of Illinois are eligible to 
participate in the program. Two 
of the three scholarships will 
be awarded to the child of an 
electric cooperative member. The 

other $1,000 award will go to 
the child of an electric coop¬ 
erative director or employee. 
Deadline for applications to be 
returned to the cooperative is 
Jan. 1, 2000. 

“The purpose of the schol¬ 
arship program is to assist elec¬ 
tric cooperative youth while 
honoring past rural electric 
leaders through memorial gifts,” 
said James E. Coleman. “Shelby 
Electric Cooperative and other 
Illinois electric cooperatives 
want to make a difference in 
their communities. One of the 
best ways we can do that is by 
lending a hand to our youth.” 
Last year Katherine Marie Brix, 
a student from Shelbyville High 
School was one of the winners 
of the IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship. Her parents, John and 
Sandra Brix, are members of 

Shelby Electric Cooperative. 
Candidates are judged on 

the basis of grade point aver¬ 
age, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer ex¬ 
perience, school and civic ac¬ 
tivities, and a short essay that 
demonstrates their knowledge 
of electric cooperatives. 

The IEC Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship Program was established 
in 1994 by the Board of Direc¬ 
tors of the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives. For 
further information on the IEC 
Memorial Scholarship Program, 
please contact Chris Spears at 
Shelby Electric Cooperative or 
ask your high school guidance 
counselor. The telephone num¬ 
ber for Shelby Electric Coop¬ 
erative is (217) 774-3986 (800) 
677-2612. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
welcomes new members 

Name City/Town Name City/Town 

Dale Robling   Taylorville Shasta Schackman     Neoga 
Kristine E. Smith   Taylorville Thomas W. Rogers   Toledo 
Justin L. Schultz    Mode Edward A. fields    Bradley 
Charlotte Wingfield   Taylorville Robert Dirk Wareham ....  Taylorville 
Rodney S. Helm Jr  Ronald C. Massey    Mode 
Bard Real Estate   Taylorville Joseph E. Broux   Taylorville 
Leif P. Solheim    Decatur Michael Batty    Stonington 
Richard E. Carlock     Cowden Misty Guzzie    Stonington 
Mark A. Allsop    Cowden Kyle Meyers    Pana 
Cherri L. Anderson    Decatur Daniel L. Christman    Decatur 
Robert K. Schmitz    Pana Randy S. Williams   Stonington 
Big Spring Township    Neoga Chris M. Brown    Shelbyville 
Kelly Jo Rogers   Windsor Candace Salmons   Lakewood 

Ashley Logan    Shelbyville Robert D. Martin   Cowden 
Dwight D. Wilham   Taylorville Wendy S. Simonton    Macon 
Pennie Miller    Stonington Troy Ballinger   Windsor 

Tanya Lunsford   Stonington Timothy M. Burke    Stonington 
Shawn Durbin   Stonington Lynn Koester   Effingham 

Tracy D. Hunt   Taylorville Todd Graden    Owaneco 

Sally Klein   Toledo Judi L. Doty Tarrant    Cowden 

Closing dates! 
We will be closed on the following dates in November: 
Thursday, Nov. 11 for Veteran’s Day. The office will reopen on at 7:30 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 12. 
Thursday and Friday Nov. 25 & 26 for Thanksgiving. We will reopen at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 
29. 

16d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ NOVEMBER 1999 



Shelby Electric News I 
SHELBY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 217-774-3986 SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS 

Your Total Energy Supplier 

cWlsfma/uowa/ cVI/hm^&Mistma&\ 

and a c){£ippy cYleui cl j( 'em/ 
Board o f Directors 

Robert H. Primmer, Chairman 
Darrell Shumard, Vice Chairman 
Lawrence D. Oiler, Secretary 
Richard Boggs, Treasurer 

Neil E. Pistorius 
John M. Scott 
Jeff Standerfer 

r President/CEO Attorney 
James E. Coleman Philip L. Turner II 

Employees and Staff 
Craig Atteberry 
Lynn Click 
Adam Schrock 
Cary Bryson 
Kris Koehler 
Chris Spears 
Clara Mae Carter 
John Miller 
Blake Summers 
Chrissy Coleman 
Terry Oldham 
Brad Wright 
Mike Elliot 

Larry Endsley 
Darrell Roley 
Vicki Blackwell 
Susie Kircher 
Larry Shuff 
Kevin Carlen 
Jim Matlock 
Donna Stretch 
Ben Clawson 
Larry Nohren 
Dave White 
Don Eller 
Jeff Price 

Robert Reedy 
Christy Biddle 
Phoebe Kates 
Steve Shoaff 
Brian Bunton 
Pam Manship 
Larry Stephens 
Matt Clark 
Jason Nohren 
Debbie Wade 
Steve Darnell 
Dianne Peadro 

Marla Berner 
Doug Hall 
Bill Shoaff 
Wayne Bunch 
Dannette Logue 
Floyd Sphar 
Roy Childress 
Dow Morris 
Dustin Theiss 
Laura Cutler 
Janet Orr 
Butch Walden 

Office Closings 
Shelby Electric Cooperative will be closed 
Dec. 23 & 24 in observance of Christmas. 

The office will also be closed on December 31 
for the New Year’s Day holiday. 
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Doona Stretch, left, and Laura Cutler, sitting inside 
the Safe-T-Shelter which was recently installed at 
the cooperative’s headquarters. 

Shelby Electric 
Cooperative is 

now an 
authorized 

dealer of the 
Safe-T-Shelter 

Fiberglass 
Storm Shelter 

$4,495 plus tax 
Includes installation and delivery 

The Safe-T-Shelter is the Ultimate Protection Against Foul Weather 

• Guaranteed Waterproof • Indoor/Outdoor Carpeting 

• Watertight Door with Seal • Built-in Ventilation System 

• Molded Interior Seating • Sturdy Safety Handrail 

Laura Cutler, left, and Donna Stretch standing by 
a Safe-T-Shelter as it appears above ground prior 
to installation. In front of them you can see the door 
of a storm shelter which was recently installed at 
the cooperative’s headquarters. 

In response to the June 1, 1999 torna¬ 
dos and the severe damage that they in¬ 
flicted, the cooperative decided that there 
is a definite need in this area for some¬ 
one to provide underground storm shel¬ 
ters. An investigation was conducted 
and a decision was made to make 
available the Safe-T-Shelter fiberglass 
storm shelter. It is designed with only 
one purpose — to save lives. 

The cooperative will deliver and in¬ 
stall the Safe-T-Shelter to members 
of Shelby Electric Cooperative for 
$4,495 plus tax. For more information, 

please contact the cooperative. You can also 
see one of the Safety-T-Shelter fiberglass 
storm shelters at the cooperative in 
Shelbyville. 
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Touchstone Energy® Facts 
By becoming a Touchstone Energy® partner Shelby Electric Cooperative is joining forces with 

other electric cooperatives to build customer loyalty while at the same time maintaining the highest 
levels of service and accountability. As your local Touchstone Energy Cooperative, Shelby Electric is 
committed to serving the needs of your families and this community into the 21st century. 

• A national alliance of local, cooperatively owned utilities, providing high standards of service to 
all customers, large and small, and their communities. 

than 545 energy coopera- 
than 5.6 million house 
nesses reaching more 
tomers from coast to coast 

more 

A Touchstone Energy5 Partner 

Represents 
tives serving more 
holds and b u s i - 
than 15 million cus- 
in 36 states. 
A brand with core values that consumers have long associated with cooperatives: integrity, ac 
countability, innovation, and a longstanding commitment to their communities. 
Represents electric cooperatives’ unique characteristics in a changing marketplace where these 
values and differences matter more each day. 

• Emphasizes the significance of each electric cooperative’s local presence and ties to the commu¬ 
nity, but offers the resources of a nationwide network to bring added value to and benefit for all 
consumers. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative 
welcomes new members 

Name City/Town Name Citv/Town 
Robert Dean Goodrich Stonington Chad McPeek Stonington 

Robert N. Latham Jr. Pana Mary Cottrell Pana 

Timothy F. Ekiss Decatur Nicole Cooper Cowden 

Clifford Newton Jr. Cowden Jennifer Bicknese Effingham 

Leslie K. Ferguson Cowden Jenny Powers Cowden 

Jason Barnes Cowden Roxey Morgan Cowden 

Donald G. Fortner Lakewood Travis Beck Pana 

Jeff A. Cravens Pana Lloyd J. Betterton Pana 

Danny L. Reed Moweaqua Sheree Doehring Strasburg 

Missie Coulter Moweaqua Donald P. Christer Mode 

Jacqueline Otto Ramsey Erwin Farms Petersburg 

Mike Cline Windsor Stephen G. Friedel Shelbyville 

Carl Smith Neoga Todd Steffen Taylorville 

Heritage Builders Effingham Harold A. Spearbeck Taylorville 

Kirt Layman Edinburg Chris Saxe Taylorville 

May E. McCall Taylorville Gary A. Tobermann Tower Hill 

Joseph E. Girad Taylorville Richard D. Neumann Findlay 

David L. Brummer Taylorville Scott Tucker Taylorville 

Bloome Farms Morrisonville Nancy Broch Tuscola 

G & S Farms LLC Morrisonville Matt Morrell Pana 

Nadine Schnell Shelbyville Ellen Jenkins Cowden 

Nathaniel L. England Tower Hill Catherine L. Brown Tower Hill 

Brent Dorsey Moweaqua Raymond L. Fitzgerald Oak Forest 

Kelly Traster Bethany Harold R. Welton Glendale Heights 

Shelby Energy Company 

For all your Liquid 
Propane (LP) needs 

Call Shelby Energy Company 

(217) 774-2311 
(800) 677-2612 
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wha.tihe perfect 
package 

to present to a 

sports fan? 
Give the gift of total sports entertainment! 
DIRECTV has specialty programming packages 
that are sure to make the sports fan on your 
holiday list happy. And DIRECTV is the ONLY place 
you'll find NFL SUNDAY TICKET™ — it's not 
available on any other mini-dish or cable TV system. 

Beat the holiday rush. Stop by and sign up for any 
of these sports packages today! 

NFL SUNDAY TICKET" 
Nearly 200 NFL games throughout 
the season—not available on any 
other mini-dish or cable system. 

ESPN GamePlan “ 
Coverage of the country's best regular 
season college football games—up to 
10 games every Saturday. 

NBA League Pass 
Extensive game coverage 
for fans who love pro 
basketball. Enjoy up to 
40 regular-season games 
each week. 

ESPN Full Court 
College Basketball 
Up to 400 NCAA 
Division I basketball 
games from the nation's 
premier conferences. 

SHELBY ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE 
Monday — Friday 

7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(800) 677-2612 • (217) 774-3986 

Sports programming subject to blackout restrictions. Programming and equipment sold separately. 
DIRECTV is an official trademark of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corp. All service marks 

trademarks and photos belong to their respective owners ©1999 NRTC. 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner 

NHL 
CEMTER 

NHL* Center Ice* 
Choose from up to 30 
hard-hitting, action- 
packed regular-season 
games each week. 
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