
Need a 
new 
heater? 
Geothermal 
heating uses 
free earth- 
energy 

If your old heater has seen better 
days, why not consider the latest 
in energy efficient heating and 

cooling — a geothermal heat pump. 
Your new heat pump will use the 
earth’s energy to heat and cool your 
home for year-round energy savings. 
Geothermal heat pumps are quiet, efficient, clean, safe and environmentally sound. 

Energy savings 
Geothermal heat pumps take advantage of the constant year-round 55 to 60 degree ground 

temperature. You can get $4 in heating and cooling from each dollar of electricity. 

Other advantages 
• Free hot water through a waste heat recovery system. 

• No outdoor compressor — you and your neighbors will appreciate its quiet operation. 
• Safe, pollution-free operation. No flame and no carbon monoxide poisoning. 

For more information on new heat pump technology, 
contact your electric cooperative or local 

geothermal heat pump dealer. 
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1999 
Youth to 

Washington 
Tour 

Post-holiday 
safety 
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McDonough Power Cooperative will again sponsor the Youth-to- 
Washington D.C. and Youth-to-Springfield programs this spring. 

McDonough Power and McDonough Telephone Cooperatives spon¬ 
sor this so that students can be introduced to government and the 
political process. 

Two 10th or 11th grade students from each high school in the 
respective service areas will receive an all-expense paid trip to 
Springfield on Wednesday, April 21. During the day, students will 
meet their elected senators and representatives at the Capitol and 
learn first hand about the working of state government. 

On that day, two students will be chosen by each cooperative 
to attend the Washington tour. The trip, set for June 18-25, allows 
students to meet with their senators and representatives and tour 
many historic and government sites in Washington, D.C. 

McDonough Power is very pleased to participate in this pro¬ 
gram and hopes the experience for the students will be rewarding. 
If your student is not selected as a tour winner and would like to 
be a part of this educational experience, please contact Dawn at 
McDonough Power Cooperative. 

With the holidays behind us, it’s time to take down seasonal 
decorations and put them away for another year. The National 

Electrical Safety Foundation (NESF) urges you to focus on electri¬ 
cal safety before you stuff those holiday light cords back into the 
box or place those animated displays back in storage. The safety 
precautions you take now can prevent hazards from occurring 
next year and all year ‘round. 

Chances are that some of those holiday gifts you and your 
family received are electrical toys or appliances. According to the 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), approximately 
530 electrocutions occur each year in the home and another 800 
people die in residential electrical fires. NESF stresses the impor¬ 
tance of safety precautions around the home all year long, to 
prevent these numbers from increasing. 

Here is a checklist of some post-holiday precautions to take for 
a safer New Year: 

• When using electrical toys or appliances for the first time, 
carefully read and follow all instructions in the manufacturer’s use 
and care booklet. Make sure electrical toys and appliances have 
been tested and certified by a nationally recognized certification 
agency such as CSA, Inchcape Testing Services or Underwriters 
Laboratories Inc. 

• Don’t pull plugs from electrical outlets by the cord. Unplug 
the electrical light strings and decorations by using the gripping 
area provided on the plugs. Yanking or tugging on the cord can 

(continued on page 16c) 
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damage the cord’s wire or insulation and could lead to an electrical 
shock or fire. 

• When putting away electrical decorations, take time to inspect 
for damage. Check each light string or decoration for broken or 
cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires and loose connections. 

• Replace worn or broken light sets. Do not place faulty light 
strings or decorations back into the storage box for next year’s 
use. Buying new lights that bear the mark of an independent 
certification agency is well worth the price. 

• Electrical decorations are not toys. Store them away from 
children and pets. 

• Never store light strings and electrical decorations near water 
or in a place where their insulation or parts could be damaged by 
water. 

• Separate outdoor decorations from indoor decorations, and 
label them accordingly. Using indoor decorations outdoors can be 
hazardous because they are not weather resistant. 

• Never burn evergreens or gift-wrap in the fireplace. The 
flames can flare out of control and send sparks into the room. 
Include these materials in recycling programs or discard them with 
household trash. 

• If you don't own a fire extinguisher or smoke detector, 
consider taking advantage of post-holiday sales and equipping 
your home with up-to-date, certified smoke detectors and fire 
extinguishers. Don't forget to install, test and maintain your smoke 
detector in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 

With just a minimal effort, we can enjoy a safe post-holiday 
season, and a safe and happy New Year. 

Older people are especially susceptible to hypothermia — a 
reduced body temperature that can be life threatening. But 

anyone, regardless of age, can suffer from hypothermia. 
Watch for these symptoms in others: 
• Poor coordination and slowing of pace 
• Thickness of speech 
• Blueness of skin; dilated pupils 
• Weak or irregular pulse 
And, in yourself: 
• Intense shivering; fatigue 
• Feeling of deep cold 
• Intense thirst 
• Poor articulation and coordination 
Check with a health-care expert or agency to find out more 

about hypothermia and the proper first-aid tips you should follow. 
Or, check with us on how to get additional information on becom¬ 
ing hypothermia-smart. 

Is your electric bill higher during winter months? If so, here are 
a few reasons why: 

• There’s more cooking and baking around the holidays. 
• Lighting is used more because of shorter daylight periods. 
• Electric blankets and heating pads are used more. 
• Clothes dryers run more often, and those in unheated 

rooms use more energy. 
• Space heaters are in frequent use. 
There are other easily overlooked reasons why you’re using 

more electricity during the bone-chilling months of winter. Contact 
us for additional information. We’ll try to help you use energy 
efficiently and wisely while you try to stay cozy and warm. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman 

Stan Prox, Vice Chairman 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Mark Anderson 
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Steve Youngquist 
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John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

Learn to 
recognize 
hypothermia 
symptoms 

Baby, it’s 
cold outside! 
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Don’t let carbon monoxide sneak 
up on you this winter! 

It has been said that the chief cause of 
problems is solutions — those things we do to 
solve one problem lead to another. That is true 
of the steps we’ve taken over the years to com¬ 
bat the energy crunch. 

Years ago, when coal, oil or propane heated 
most homes, and when those fuels were inex¬ 
pensive, it was easy to keep a house warm. If 
we felt chilly, we just built a bigger fire. 

Houses were built with little thought to air 
infiltration, because it didn’t matter much. Then 
energy costs rose dra¬ 
matically. There were 
families whose energy 
bills matched or ex¬ 
ceeded their mortgage 
payments, and it be¬ 
came necessary to find 
a remedy to that prob¬ 
lem. 

One solution was 
to snug up houses. We 
did that by adding in¬ 
sulation, weather¬ 
stripping, by caulking 
in places where differ¬ 
ent kinds of material 
joined. 

People who built new homes were encour¬ 
aged to “build tight,” and that helped with heat¬ 
ing and cooling. But it brought problems, too. 
Those old drafty houses had one advantage: 
any carbon monoxide generated by the cook 
stove and/or furnace went out through all those 
cracks, along with some of the heated air. 

When we set out to tighten up our homes, 
we made it harder for the heat to escape and 
the carbon monoxide as well. 

Carbon monoxide (CO), which is generated 
any time something burns, is particularly deadly 
because it is invisible and odorless. Many people 
save themselves from fire because they can smell 
smoke, or see it, or they can see flames. CO is 
a sneaky killer, and its effects can be cumula¬ 
tive. More than 250 people die each year in the 
U.S. because of CO, and some 10,000 seek 
medical help after being exposed to it. 

Carbon monoxide is more of a problem in 
winter than in summer, because furnaces use a 
lot of fuel, and the more fuel that’s burned, the 
more CO that’s generated. And we’re much less 
likely to have a window or door slightly ajar, as 
we are in the summer. Then there’s always the 
temptation to warm up the car while it’s in the 
garage. Never do that! 

In addition to furnaces and cook stoves, 
other sources of CO can be wood-burning stoves, 
fossil-fueled water heaters and clothes dryers. 
Barbecue grills, kerosene stoves and camping 
heaters, which are sometimes used by people 
desperate for warmth, are especially hazardous. 

People subjected to low levels of CO experi¬ 
ence nausea, dizziness, vomiting, headaches, con¬ 
fusion and fatigue, while high-level exposure 
results in diarrhea, impaired vision, abdominal 
pain, convulsions and coma. If they don’t get 

away from the CO, 
death will result. 

Low-level CO poi¬ 
soning is often con¬ 
fused for flu, partly 
because both tend to 
be most prevalent dur¬ 
ing winter. 

The elderly, the 
very young and the 
sick are the first to 
suffer the effects of CO 
poisoning, and in preg¬ 
nant women, the fe¬ 
tus is the first to be 
affected. 

There are several 
things you can do to protect yourself. Probably 
the first line of defense should be to make a 
point of having any fossil-fueled appliance 
checked by a professional serviceman every year, 
preferably at the beginning of the heating sea¬ 
son. Obviously, you should seek help immedi¬ 
ately any time you smell gas. 

Another wise step is to buy and use a CO 
detector. For years, safety experts urged people 
to put smoke detectors in their homes and to 
keep their batteries up to date. That campaign 
has saved many lives and prevented a lot of 
property damage. 

CO detectors can do the same. While they’re 
not as cheap as smoke detectors, the prices of 
CO protection are coming down. Now’s the time 
to go to your home supply store and buy a CO 
detector. 

There are different kinds, and part of the 
difference is in how the unit is powered. Some 
plug into a wall outlet, while others use batter¬ 
ies. Some have a digital display that shows the 
CO level in the air, while others sound an alarm 
when the CO level reaches a certain point. 

Your friends at your local electric co-op hope 
you’ll help make the winter season safer by 
investing in a CO detector. 
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When winter winds give us their worst, the line crews at your electric 
cooperative are on call 24 hours daily to make sure that you have prompt 
electricity if an outage should occur. 

When the lights go out in the middle of the night, it’s reassuring to know 
that the line crews at your electrical cooperative are there. With little 
notice they’ll be on the scene, working their hardest to get the power 
back on and keep it flowing. Cooperative line crews brave some of 
nature’s worst elements, often off the road in deep snow or 40 feet off 
the ground working the overhead lines. Safety must be foremost in their 
minds at all times. 

Keeping the electricity flowing is dangerous work... in good weather 
and bad. Members, like you, can count on cooperative linemen to get 
the job done ... and keep the power flowing. 

*±Jk 5l±Jc J&k 5d> J&k 
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E W McDonough Power Cooperative 
r Macomb, Illinois 61455 

Across the 
president's 

desk 

McDonough Power is pleased to announce that it is now offer¬ 
ing residential security services to its members and others 

living in proximity to its service territory. Through a partnership 
between McDonough Power and Alert Security and Energy Ser¬ 
vices, Inc., cooperative members now have access to affordable, 
easy-to-use and highly reliable security systems. 

Alert Security and Energy Services will open their McDonough 
branch office on Feb. 1, 1999 in the cooperative headquarters at 
1210 West Jackson in Macomb. Combining “state of the art” 
wireless technology with 24-hour monitoring services, McDonough’s 
members now have access to a variety of value-added services 
that include home intrusion security, environmental safety moni¬ 
toring, health care emergency monitoring, energy saving and per¬ 
sonal convenience home automation features. 

For additional information on the features, benefit and cost of 
Alert Security Systems, stop in or call the McDonough branch 
office of Alert Security at (309) 833-3438 and ask for Randy 
Phillips, Security Consultant/Alert Security. 

Indoor 
Checklist 
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t/ I check electric cords for frays and nicks. 

✓ I make sure plugs and prongs aren’t loose or worn. 

✓ I don’t place cords where they could be tripped over or 
receive excessive wear (like under rugs). 

i/ I never use an electric tool or appliance if my hands or feet 
are wet or if I’m standing in water or on damp ground. 

✓ I know the location of my fuse box or circuit breaker panel. 

✓ I equip my home with an approved fire extinguisher for 
electrical fires and check it periodically. 

✓ I never attempt to do home wiring improvements myself. 

✓ I insert specially designed plastic caps in low wall outlets 
when not in use to protect small children. 

✓ I teach my children these safety rules of in-home electrical 
safety. 

✓ I look for Underwriter’s Laboratory label on every appliance 
I buy. 

✓ I don’t risk overloading wall outlets with adapters. 

✓ I turn off and repair any appliance that sputters, stalls, or 
gives the slightest shock. 
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Electricity has become such a part of our 

lives that people take it for granted. This 
can be costly and dangerous thinking. 

The wiring in your home requires main¬ 
tenance and regular inspection. Wiring 
wears out just like anything else. 

Each time any new electrical load 
is added to your home, you should re¬ 
view the part of your electrical system 
which will handle the new load. 

If your home’s electric wiring hasn’t 
been professionally inspected within the 
past several years, contact a qualified 

electrician. 

Is your 
home wiring 
safe? 

That’s the sound of a leaky hot water faucet. Hour after hour, 
day after day, month after month. You may not think it’s a big 

deal, but according to experts, a dripping faucet can waste over 
100 gallons of hot water a month, plus the electricity required to 
heat it. The total can be as much as $25 a year. While that may 
not be a lot of money to you, it’s money you could use for 
something else and precious resources you can save for the 
future. So, if you’ve got a drippy faucet in your home, put a stop 
to it and quit pouring, hard-earned money down the drain. 

Drip Drip 
Drip Drip 
Drip 

Along with the snow comes the task of shoveling. A clean cover 
of white flakes can be beautiful, but deceiving. Snow can be 

extremely heavy and wet, making the shoveling strenuous. 
Heart attacks frequently occur after the season’s first big 

snowfall. Often, shovelers are optimistic about the job and take 
on more than they can handle. To make the job easier and safer, 
remember: 

• Do warm-up exercises before shoveling. Bend and stretch 
muscles slowly and gently. 

• Wear a long jacket with a scarf or hat. A face mask will 
protect your face and lungs from the frigid and extreme 
cold. 

• Watch where you step. Sheets of ice may have formed under 
the snow. 

• Lift the snow in small amounts. Bend 
from your knees and lift with your 
legs, not your back. 

• Take frequent breaks. 
Don’t shovel if you 
become fatigued. 

• If you have a heart 
problem, get your 
doctor’s permission before attempt¬ 
ing this project. Better yet, hire neigh¬ 
borhood children to help clear your 
sidewalk and driveway. 

It’s heavier 
than it 
looks! 
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What you can do during a 

blackout 
A utility lineman was working 

another 16-hour day during an 
outage rebuilding a primary line 
when a woman drove up and 
unloaded a string of obscenities. 
She wanted heat and lights now. 
The lineman tried to explain to 
her that the line was down and 
it was dangerous. And, besides, 
restoring the primary line was a 
first step in getting power back 
to her and hundreds of others. 
She said, “I’m tired of listening 
to your excuses,” and drove off. 

It’s very easy to lose your pa¬ 
tience during a long outage. Line¬ 
men and all the other co-op 
employees hope you remember it 
took years to build the miles and 
miles of electric lines serving your 
home and others. Rebuilding a 
line after a major storm often 
can’t be accomplished in just a 
couple hours. 

There are things you can do 
to help. First, report your outage 
and anything you’ve seen like a 
downed power line. Second, be 
patient with our dispatchers an¬ 
swering the phone. The busy sig¬ 
nal you’ll probably hear is not 
because they’ve left the phone off 
the hook on purpose. It’s prob¬ 
ably glued to their ear as they try 
to answer hundreds of phone 
calls. 

When a power line falls down 
in your road or yard, whatever 
you do, don’t touch it. That’s rule 
number one for coping with a 
blackout. The line might still be 
energized. Just because sparks 
aren’t flying doesn’t mean the 
power is off. Circuit breakers at 
the substation probably shut the 
line down as soon as it fell, but 
testing the reliability of the cir¬ 
cuit breakers isn’t worth a fatal 
shock. The circuit breaker may 
be set to try to reconnect the line 
during the first minute and 
power will rush through it again, 
if only for a split second. This is 

why your lights may blink three 
times before finally going off. 

Don’t drive over a downed line, 
either; although your tires will 
insulate the car, you’re taking 
the chance that the line may 
change position and injure you 
or someone else. 

Rule number two is, don’t put 
power into a line. (This means, 
do not plug a generator into the 
housewiring.) It is possible to light 
your house marginally by doing 
this, but you could kill someone 
because the power you put into 
your house could get out of it, 
into power lines outside. Going 
the other way, it will jump in volt¬ 
age and suddenly youll be feed¬ 
ing seven thousand volts into a 
wire that may be hanging low in 
somebody’s yard, or that a line¬ 
man may be repairing. Instead, 
plug appliances or lights directly 
into the generator. For larger gen¬ 
erators install a double throw 
transfer switch at the meter pole. 
Call the co-op if you have any 
questions on safe use of genera¬ 
tors. 

When repairs are under way, 
settle in with your candles and 
wait. The candles were in a con¬ 
venient drawer with the matches 

because you are an organized 
person who anticipates black¬ 
outs and you have stored 
candles, water and a battery-pow¬ 
ered radio and you have a way to 
keep at least one room warm. If 
your home is on a well, fill a bath¬ 
tub and large water containers 
as soon as you know a large 
storm is coming. 

The linemen have one more 
word of advice. Turn off or un¬ 
plug your appliances including 
your heater (or air-conditioner in 
the summer). There may be little 
bursts of power through the line 
when the power comes back on, 
the alternating current fre¬ 
quency may be momentarily 
higher or lower than normal. This 
surge may be uncomfortable for 
your appliances or your home 
computer. It helps the lineman 
too because, if at the moment 
power is restored, all the refrig¬ 
erators and other big appliances 
in all the homes start up at the 
same time, that in itself can blow 
fuses and trip relays. 

So when the lights go out don’t 
touch the wires, don’t plug a por¬ 
table generator into your house, 
wiring unless you've installed a 
double throw transfer switch, 
call when you have information, 
turn off the appliances and wait. 
Check on your neighbors. Get out 
the camping equipment and 
candles. Finally, be safe and be 
patient. Our lineman won’t stop 
until your lights are on. 
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A comfortable 
home for all 
seasons 

This winter has been a record 
breaker for Illinois. And as records 
were set, many homeowners became 
painfully aware of energy leaks in 
their homes. But, unlike the snow, 
home weatherization problems will 
remain with us even after the chang¬ 
ing of the seasons. 

Air leaks and low levels of insula¬ 
tion that let heat escape this winter 
will plague you this summer when 
you try to keep your home cool. 
Spring is a good time to make energy efficiency improvements. 
Your electric cooperative can help you plan for maximum com¬ 
fort, convenience and economy by advising you on everything 
from upgrading your heating and cooling system to caulking 
and insulation. Call us today. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Helping you use energy efficiently 
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What’s 
wrong 

with meter 
estimating? 

Many times people are tempted to estimate the amount of 
electricity they use for the month rather than take the time to 
get an accurate reading. Please don’t take this wrong, but 
please don’t estimate if you can possibly get a reading. When 
you read your meter on a regular basis, your consumption will 
be for approximately the same number of days, which will help 
you to be sure your wiring and equipment are operating prop¬ 
erly. 

When you estimate your reading and consumption for a 
number of months and an accurate reading is taken, the esti¬ 
mates may be ahead or behind the actual meter reading. This 
causes confusion when you receive a credit if you are ahead 
or a large bill if you are behind. If a problem developed during 
the period of no readings, you wouldn't know when it occurred. 

Reading your meter accurately is a responsibility you ac¬ 
cept when you become a member of McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative. Please make it a habit to read your meter and do so on 
the same day each month if possible. Both you and the Coop¬ 
erative will be happy with the results. 

Neither rain, 
nor snow, 

nor the dark 
of night 

Electric co-op line workers are trained to deal with any power 
emergency. But there’s one thing that can’t be taught: dedi¬ 
cation. Dedication to duty is a quality line workers are 
born with. That’s why you’ll see them in a driving 
storm repairing downed power lines. That’s why 
your power is restored in the middle of the 
night. That’s why they decide to be line 
workers in the first place. They ex¬ 
pect no special awards or recogni¬ 
tion, it’s reward enough for them to 
know your family is safe and warm. 
Regardless of the weather. 

Popular 
telephone 

scam 

A popular telephone scam - recently revived on 
the Internet - involves a call purportedly from a tele¬ 
phone company technician. He/she claims to be 
testing phone lines. He asks unsuspecting victims to 
press 9-0-# and then hang up. This gives the scam 
artist access to your phone line, so he can make 
long distance calls charged to your account. If you 
receive such a call, hang up immediately - and re¬ 
port it to your local phone company. 
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During the stages of new construction or upgrading of electric facili¬ 
ties, we frequently hear questions about ownership of poles, meter loops, 
wires and breaker panels. When existing electrical equipment has been 
in place for many years, or if new facilities are required, ownership may 
not be obvious to the member-consumer. 

It’s good to know who is responsible for maintenance or repairs and 
we hope that this article will answer most questions. 

Overhead electric service 
The Cooperative is responsible for: 
• Wires from the transformer to the meter pole and electrical connec¬ 
tions on those wires. 
• The meter. 
• The meter socket. 
The member is responsible for: 
• The meter loop. 
• Fuse and/or breaker panels, including disconnect switches. 
• Wires leaving the meter pole to services at other locations such as 
homes, barns, garages, shops, and connections for those wires. 

Who’s 
responsible 
for electric 
facilities? 

Underground electric service 
The Cooperative is responsible for: 
• Wires from the transformer to the meter location or pedestal. 
• The meter. 
• The meter socket. 
The member is responsible for: 
• Wires running from the meter location or pedestal to other locations 
such as homes, barns, garages, shops, and those connections. 
• Any disconnect switches, fuse panels or breaker panels at the meter. 

I expect by now you’ve heard something about the Year 2000 com¬ 
puter issue, or Y2K as most journalists are calling it. 

As you may already know, the Year 2000 problem involves the way 
computers and other electronic devices may handle two-digit date codes 
in the Year 2000 and beyond. A computer calculating the age of someone 
born in 1975 in the year 2000 would subtract 1975 from 2000. But what 
would happen if the computer stored the year as 75 and tried to subtract 
75 from 00 — for the Year 2000. That is what all the fuss is about. In 
some tests the news isn’t good. 

The work to correct this problem involves identifying all the equip¬ 
ment with software and computer chips containing date codes that may 
calculate incorrect data when the new century begins. It involves cor¬ 
recting or replacing the computer software or hardware that we rely on 
to run the systems that help deliver energy. 

Making computer systems ready for the turn of the century is one of 
the most important challenges electric cooperatives will face over the 
next several months. For more than a year now, we have been working 
hard to do everything that can possibly be done to maintain the high 
level of service and reliability that consumers have come to expect from 
electric cooperatives. 

The cooperative spirit is alive and well as co-ops work together and 
learn from each other about how to deal with this complex problem. 

But the challenge goes far beyond inventorying and checking all the 
computer systems in our office and power plants. It involves working 
closely with suppliers and large customers to ensure that their opera¬ 
tions also meet Year 2000 readiness guidelines. A major customer going 
down could cause problems for other co-op consumers on the same sys¬ 
tem. We're working closely with these large customers to help make sure 
they are ready as well. 

Although no business will be able to make a 100 percent guarantee 
about the Year 2000 issue, electric cooperatives across the country are 
working together, sharing information and talking publicly about what 
we are doing to make certain that the lights will be on when the new 
century dawns. 

Co-ops are 
working 
together to 
keep the 
lights on 
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Think conservation 
Building or buying a new nest 

For many of us, spring brings the urge to 
migrate. All over Illinois, as the days 
lengthen and the weather gets better, many 
will be looking at new homes. Others will 
put the final touches on plans and draw¬ 
ings, getting ready to build when the 
weather cooperates. 

You can avoid energy-wasting mistakes 
if you consider climate, local building codes, 
and energy-efficient construction when you 
build or buy. 

Does the home take advantage of the sun’s 
natural light and warmth in the winter, 
when those commodities are in such short 
supply? Has it been designed not to over¬ 
heat in the summer, when heat and sun¬ 
light are so plentiful? 

When building a home 
• Insulate walls and roof to the highest 
specifications recommended for your area. 
• Insulate floors, too, especially those over 
crawl spaces, cold basements and garages. 
• Ventilate the attic using vent panels un¬ 
der the eaves and gable end or ridge vents 
rather than motor-driven fans. 
• Use double-pane insulating glass through¬ 
out the house. Consider windows with low- 
emissivity (low-E) coatings and gas fills 
when retrofit or replacement is necessary. 
They improve comfort, cut condensation, 
and reduce the fading effect of ultraviolet 
light on home furnishings. Low-E coated 

double-pane windows will improve the in¬ 
sulating value of the window area by 40 to 
50 percent. A low-E coating is a virtually 
invisible metal or metallic oxide layer on 
the glass that reflects heat back into the 
home during cold weather and back to the 
outdoors during warm weather. 
• Window frames and their quality of con¬ 
struction are as important as the glass unit 
when making a purchasing decision. Wood 
and vinyl frames offer the best insulating 
value today. 
• Consider solar heat gain from the win¬ 
dows. Many glazings are available today to 
control the amount of incoming solar ra¬ 
diation. 
• Install windows you can open so you can 
use natural or fan-forced ventilation in 
moderate weather. 
Install the water heater as close as pos¬ 
sible to areas of major use and insulate the 
pipes to minimize heat loss. 
• Consider all the ideas mentioned above 
for building a house. 
• Ask for a description of the insulation and 
data on the efficiency of space heating, air- 
conditioning, and water heating equipment, 
or have an independent engineer advise you 
about the efficiency of the equipment. 
• Consider the need for additional insula¬ 
tion or replacement of equipment. Even 
some new houses may not be insulated prop¬ 
erly. Be sure to check. 

If improvements are necessary, you may 
want to seek an adjustment in the purchase 
price to cover all, or a reasonable share, of 
the costs of bringing the house up to par. 

Call your co-op for 
an energy audit 

You might want to give some thought 
to having a qualified person do an en¬ 
ergy evaluation of your home’s con¬ 
struction and condition for an 

indication of likely utility bills and 
for recommended cost-effective 
energy improvements. 

Many Illinois electric cooperatives 
offer home energy audits, and several 

participate in the “Certified Comfort Home” 
program. Check with your co-op if you need 
help with energy conservation decisions. 
Your friends there will be glad to help. 
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The simple 
essence of 
electricity 

Find a light bulb and sniff it. 
Let everyone in the house sniff it. 

Don’t be confused if you can’t smell anything. You 
shouldn’t be able to because electricity doesn’t have a dis¬ 
tinct smell. You can’t smell electricity. With electricity, 
there are no odors, indoor pollution or carbon monoxide 
to worry about. Electricity provides safe and efficient power 
for everything in your home. 

Please use electricity wisely and conserve when you 
can. Think about your family’s safety when you buy a new 
appliance. Think electricity! 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Helping you use energy safely and efficiently 

APRIL 1999 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 18a 



McDonough 

Power Opens 

Alert 

Security 

Office 

McDonough Power Cooperative is now offering residential security 
services to its members and others living in proximity to its ser¬ 

vice territory. Through a partnership between McDonough Power and 
Alert Security and Energy Services, Inc., cooperative members now 
have access to affordable, easy-to-use and highly reliable security sys¬ 
tems. 

On Feb. 1, McDonough Power opened one of the first branch of¬ 
fices of Alert Security and Energy Services at its Macomb office. Alert 
Security is a wholly owned subsidiary of Soyland Power Cooperative, 
McDonough Power’s wholesale energy provider. The McDonough 
branch office of Alert Security now offers life safety, property protec¬ 
tion and energy management services to its members and others. Com¬ 
bining “state of the art” wireless security system technology with 
24-hour monitoring services, cooperative members now have access 
to a variety of value-added services, including: 

• Home Intrusion Monitoring 
• Health Care Emergency Monitoring 
• Environmental Monitoring 
• Home Automation Lifestyle Convenience 
McDonough Power has entered the residential security business 

based upon the interests of its members in having the cooperative offer 
security services. Homes without security systems are three times as 
likely to be broken into as homes with security systems. Every 18 
seconds a home is broken into in America with the average loss ex¬ 
ceeding $ 1,200. It is currently estimated that one in five homes now 
have a security system. 

For additional information on the features, benefits and cost of Alert 
Security systems, drop by the cooperative’s office or call the McDonough 
branch office of Alert Security toll free at (877) 502-5378 and ask for 
Randy Phillips, Security Consultant Alert Security. 

Time to 

DUCK again! 

Ahhh, it’s great to be outside again, even it if means there’s work to 
.be done. The TV antenna’s a little crooked, there are some tree 

limbs to cut, and the old swimming pool will need 
cleaning. That means it’s time to DUCK. When 
you’re moving the grain auger, raising the TV 
antenna — anytime you use tall equipment — 
make sure you stay clear of the power lines. 
Duck down and keep poles, augers and other 
equipment away from overhead electric wires. 
Whether you’re outside your home or out in the 
farm field, get your jobs done the safe way. Look up 
and live! 
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We all know that children love to climb up, on and over things. 
Fences are particularly inviting. Now is the perfect time to talk to 

your children about electrical substations and why they must never 
climb the fences surrounding them. Your electric cooperative has placed 
signs, “Danger — Keep Out” or “Warning — High Voltage”, on substa¬ 
tion fences for your protection. Make sure your child understands 
this fact. 

If your child is somewhat older, he or she may ask plenty of ques¬ 
tions about the dangers involved. If a more detailed answer will help 
get the message across; here is a 
simple explanation that should 
help your child respect a substa¬ 
tion fence — and the power of elec¬ 
tricity. 

The electrical substation 
changes the extremely high voltage 
carried by the long-distance trans¬ 
mission lines into the lower distri¬ 
bution voltage that serves homes 
and businesses. In order to perform 
this task, the substation needs a 
direct feed from the transmission 
line into the substation structure. 
The equipment within the substa¬ 
tion is always under high-voltage 
electrical load. 

Substation technicians, co-op 
linemen and maintenance crews are 
trained to work in high-voltage 
situations and to recognize and 
avoid potential hazards in the sub¬ 
station. Just how high is the elec¬ 
tric voltage? Some of the pieces of 
equipment in the substation could 
be energized at more than 
100,000 volts. Remember: Substa¬ 
tion fences mark the danger zone 
for you. You are safe if you stay 
away from them. 

Warn children 
about 

dangers of 
substations 

McDonough Power Cooperative recently received four safety honors. The co-op 
received its safety accreditation and awards for “best lost time record” and “best 
accident illness record” for 1998. McDonough Power also was honored for achieving 
the best three year safety record of any Illinois electric co-op. Safety accreditation 
helps lower our insurance premiums. The presentations were made during the 
Safety/Supervisory Technical Conference, sponsored each year by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) in Springfield. From left are: Dickson 
Dunsworth, president/CEO and chairman of the AIEC training and safety committee; 
Gary Budreau, operations superintendent; and Gabe Jones, lineman. 

(M 
CO 

It's that time of year when people begin poking all kinds of holes in 
the ground. New trees, shrubs, fence posts, mailboxes; you name it. 

All require some digging, and a hole from a foot to several feet deep. 
The problem these days is that you don't really know what you are 
going to dig into. It may only be a few earthworms or the ball point pen 
you lost a few years ago. On the other hand, it could be a buried utility 
line, like 220 volts of electricity. Or you may chop right into the cable 
TV line just in time for your favorite program. All of which would be 
unpleasant and some of which could be downright dangerous. So, 
call your local utility before you start to dig. They'll help you avoid the 
shocks. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman • Stan Prox, Vice Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Secretary Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Mark Anderson • Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist • Howard Butler 
Kenneth Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

Some people 
are shocked 
by what they 

find when 
they dig in 
their yards 
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Spring brings increase in 

Even though most thunderstorm and tornado 
activity normally takes place in April, May and 
June, Illinois has already had some severe 
storms, and we shouldn’t be surprised if more 
come soon. 

Normally, tornadoes and severe thunder¬ 
storms tend to develop in the late afternoon and 
early evening, but that’s not always the case. 

Now is the time of year when you might want 
to stash a few items in the safest place in your 
house, and leave everything there until you’re 
sure the storm season’s over. A flashlight should 
be in your kit, as well as a battery-powered ra¬ 
dio and blankets and pillows. If you have a base¬ 
ment you should store your emergency kit in this 
safe area. 

There are two different kinds of warnings in¬ 
volving tornadoes. A tornado watch simply 
means that the weather is getting rotten and that 
a tornado may develop if things get worse. You 
can go about your normal business if you 
“watch” the weather. 

A tornado warning means that the weather 
is already rotten, and it’s time to seek shelter in 
that little nest you prepared earlier. Warnings 
aren’t issued unless a tornado shows up on ra¬ 
dar, or one has actually been sighted. 

If you hear a warning, go to your basement, 
if you have one. That’s by far the safest place. In 
many homes, a stairwell, inside hallway or bath¬ 
room on the lowest floor will be the safest place. 

activity 
Get into a closet or bathtub, if you need to. 

If you’re in a public building, look for a des¬ 
ignated shelter. Often, there’ll be one in an inte¬ 
rior area on the lowest floor. Stay away from 
outside walls, doors and windows. Stay out of 
large rooms, such as gyms, and avoid parked 
vehicles. 

If you’re outside when a tornado comes, head 
for the nearest shelter. If you’re caught out in 
the open, lie down in the nearest ditch or depres¬ 
sion, preferably away from trees and power lines. 
Since flying debris is a major cause of deaths 
and injuries during tornadoes, cover your head 
as well as you can. 

If you’re in your car, get out and find shelter. 
If there is none, lie flat in a depression. Don’t try 
to outrun a tornado in your car. This isn’t the 
movies, it’s reality! 

One of the worst places to be in a tornado 
situation is a mobile home. Leave a mobile home 
immediately if you hear a tornado warning and 
take your chances in the best shelter you can 
find. Experts agree that you’re better off in a ditch 
or small depression than in a mobile home. 

If you’re stuck in a tornado-prone area and 
a house without a basement, there is an option 
you may want to look into. Years ago, it was com¬ 
mon practice to have a small storm shelter out 
in the yard, usually about half underground and 
mounded over. 

As more and more homes were built with 
basements, they fell out of favor. If you have a 
mobile home, and no access to a better form of 
protection, you may want to give some thought 
to building such a shelter. 

After the storm can be a dangerous time. 
Watch for downed power lines. They may look 
safe lying on the ground, but they are not insu¬ 
lated and they could still be energized and deadly. 

Be careful clearing trees after a storm. Con¬ 
tact your local electric co-op if the trees are near 
power lines. They have the tools and training to 
handle the job safely. 
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... and when the quiet of night rolls around, you’ll have peace 
of mind with a security light from your electric cooperative. 

Nothing foils a would-be burglar or trespasser like a brilliant 
electric cooperative security light. Today's security lights are 
brighter and more efficient than ever. And since the security 
light turns itself on at dusk and off at dawn, it never wastes 
electricity. 

Today, a security light is a necessity for every farm and home. 
.. providing you with safe, secure protection for you family and 
possessions. 

So, put a little light in your night. . . and call your elcetric 
cooperative today for all the details. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
You deserve the peace of mind a security light can prvide. 
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Across the 
presidents 

desk 

MPC Energy, Inc., a wholly owned for-profit subsidiary of 
McDonough Power Cooperative, and Thermogas Energy, a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Thermogas Company, have formed a joint ven¬ 
ture to provide propane and related services throughout McDonough 
Power’s service area and beyond. Customers will be served in 
McDonough, Warren, Hancock and Henderson Counties. 

The new entity is named MPC Energy Thermogas L.L.C. and has 
offices in Blandinsville and Denver, Illinois. All existing Thermogas 
customers will continue to receive the excellent service and products 
that Thermogas is known for. Thermogas was chosen by the MPC En¬ 
ergy, Inc. board of directors for the joint venture because of their his¬ 
tory of providing exceptional customer service since 1934. Thermogas 
is also known for their commitment to safety, the same commitment 
McDonough Power has in the electric distribution industry. 

This joint venture is a step forward in preparation for a deregu¬ 
lated electric industry of the future. The board of directors of 
McDonough Power Cooperative is committed to being a full service 
energy provider for our consumers. 

Anyone interested in being a customer of MPC Energy Thermogas 
L.L.C., please call (309) 652-3103 or (800) 635-2805. All of our em¬ 
ployees are committed to giving the best service available and will be 
happy to answer any questions you may have. 

A new spin 
on ceiling 

fans 

Ceiling fans are popular not only because of their good looks, but 
also because they can help make your home more comfortable 

during summer and winter. But it pays to take note of a few facts that 
could make your ceiling fan an energy drain instead of an energy boost. 

For instance, If you keep those fans turning for cooling power, but 
don’t raise the setting on your air conditioning system, you can use 
more energy than you need to cool your home. Although fans aren’t 
big energy users, if you keep them running at high speed and keep 

the air cranked up high, too, you’re wasting energy — as 
much as 15 percent. However, if you raise your air condi¬ 
tioning thermostat by just three degrees and use your fans, 

you can cut your energy use by about the same amount. 
Many fans come equipped with switches that change the fan’s di¬ 

rection. In the winter months, you can use that adjustment to make 
your fan push warm air down from the ceiling — remember, hot air 
rises — and help your home feel warmer. In the summer, reverse the 
switch so the fan brings cool air up from the floor. Check the informa¬ 
tion on your fan to determine how your model works. If you’re run¬ 
ning your fan the wrong way during the heating or cooling season, 
you’re really wasting energy and not getting the benefit of that ceiling 
fan. 
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Was your house cold last winter? Energy bills high? Before the 
summer comes and brings in the air conditioning season, you 

might want to take a close look at your windows. 
During winter in colder climates and during the hot months in 

warm areas, windows can account for about one-fourth of the heat 
loss or gain in a typical home. About half the houses in this country 
still have old single-pane windows, which are major sources of lost 
heat in the winter and lost cool air in summer. Replacing all your win¬ 
dows is likely to be an expensive proposition, but there are many other, 
less expensive things you can do to make them more efficient: 

• Replace old, dried or loose window glazing with new 
glazing to ensure that your windowpanes fit tightly. 

• Caulk around the outside frame of your windows, 
where the frame meets the home’s siding. Weather¬ 
strip around the window itself to provide a tight seal 
when the window is closed. 

• Use heat-shrink plastic, installed with a hair dryer, 
to provide an extra layer of insulation. This simple 
step can really cut heat loss and gain through the 
window glass. 

• In cold weather, insulating shades or drapes can keep 
drafts out; in warm weather, they'll keep conditioned 
air in and cut down on heat gain. 

• During hot weather, keep shades drawn on windows 
that let in a lot of sunlight. In the winter, open those 
shades to collect the heat energy from the sun. Aw¬ 
nings can also help deflect the sun’s rays in hot 
weather. 

• Hang white window shades or blinds, which can re¬ 
duce solar heat gain by 40 to 50 percent. 

• Close south and west-facing curtains during the day, and keep 
the windows closed. 

• Install awnings on south-facing windows where there’s no roof 
overhang to provide shade. Canvas awnings are more expen¬ 
sive than window shades, but they’re more pleasing to the eye, 
they work better, and they don’t obstruct your view. 

• Alternatively, hang tightly woven insect screens or bamboo 
shades outside windows during the summer. They’ll reduce your 
view, but they’ll stop 60 to 80 percent of the sun’s heat from 
getting to the window. 

• Plant trees or build a trellis to block out solar radiation. De¬ 
ciduous (leaf-bearing) trees planted to the south, east and west 
of your building provide valuable shade in the summer, then 
drop their leaves in the winter to allow half or more of the sun's 
heat to warm you on clear winter days. 

• Apply retrofit window films to the inside of east, south and west¬ 
facing windows and glass doors. 

Would you like more information on how to cut your home electric 
bills? Call your electric cooperative for more information. As a con¬ 
sumer-owned utility, your co-op is always happy to help you save money. 

Ill Office closing I 

McDonough Power office will be closed 
Monday, May 31, in observance of the 

Memorial Day holiday. The cooperative 
office will open for normal business hours 

on Tuesday, June 1. 

Get a clear 
view on 
energy 

savings 

CSI 
CO 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman 

Stan Prox, Vice Chairman 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 
Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Kenneth Moore 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 
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Quick, cheap and 
clean ways to save 

In the kitchen 

Aside from heating, air conditioning and water 
heating, the kitchen is one of the most energy- 
expensive places in the average home. Things you 
do in the kitchen influences those costs. 

As you cook in the kitchen, the house warms up 
and the air conditioner has to work more, so your 
electricity usage goes up. As you use more hot 
water to cook or wash dishes, that expense in¬ 
creases, too. 

There are many things you can do to save en¬ 
ergy in the kitchen, and all of them together can 
help you save a bundle on your energy bill. As you 
work at meal preparation, keep the following items 
in mind—any or all of them will help, both in com¬ 
fort and savings. 

If you have a gas stove with a pilot light make 
sure it is burning efficiently, with a blue flame. A 
yellowish flame indicates that you need to have it 
adjusted. 

Never boil water in an open pan. It will come to 
a boil faster and use less energy in a covered pan. 

Keep range-top burners and reflectors clean. 
They’ll reflect the heat better, and you will save 
energy. Match the size of the pan to the burner or 
heating element. More heat will get to the pan, 
and less to the surrounding air. 

If you cook with electricity, get in the habit of 
turning off the burners several minutes before the 
allotted cooking time. The heating element will stay 
hot long enough to finish the cooking for you with¬ 
out using more electricity. 

When using the oven, make the most of the heat 
from that single source. Cook as many foods as 
you can at one time. Prepare dishes that can be 
stored or frozen for later use, or make all oven- 
cooked meals. 

Watch the clock or use a timer; avoid the temp¬ 
tation to open the door and peek. Every time you 
open the door heat escapes and your cooking takes 
more energy. 

Use small electric pans or ovens for small meals 
rather that the kitchen range or oven. They use 
less energy. 

Use pressure cookers and microwave ovens 
when you can. They can save energy by reducing 
cooking time, and microwaves don’t put nearly as 
much heat into your house. 

The average dishwasher uses 14 gallons of hot 
water per load. Be sure to use it energy efficiently. 
Make sure your dishwasher is full, but not over¬ 
loaded, when you turn it on. 

If you’re 
in the mar¬ 
ket for a new 
dishwasher, 
look for a model 
with air-power and/ 
or overnight-dry settings. These features 
automatically turn off the dishwasher after the 
rinse cycle. This can save you up to one-third of 
your total dishwashing energy costs. 

Let your dishes air dry. If you don’t have an au¬ 
tomatic air-dry switch, turn the control knob to 
“off’ after the rinse cycle and prop the door open a 
little, so the dishes will dry faster. 

Don’t use the “rinse-hold” on your machine. It 
uses three to seven gallons of hot water every time 
you use it. 

Scrape dishes before loading them into the dish¬ 
washer so you won’t have to rinse them. If they do 
need rinsing, you can save pennies by using cold 
water. 

Don’t keep your refrigerator or freezer too cold. 
Recommended temperatures: 38 to 40 degrees for 
the fresh food compartment of the refrigerator; five 
degrees for the freezer. 

If you’re buying a refrigerator, be sure to look 
for the more efficient models. Once you get past 
the sticker shock, note that refrigerator technol¬ 
ogy has improved over the last few years, and that 
the more efficient new models will do a good job at 
a far less cost than the older ones. Get one that’s 
as energy-efficient as you can afford. 

Remember that those frills, such as automatic 
icemakers and ice and water through the door, add 
a lot to the cost of such units, and you get little 
benefit in return. 

Consider buying manual-defrost refrigerators 
and freezers. While they’re inconvenient to defrost, 
they cost quite a bit less to operate. 

Regularly defrost manual-defrost refrigerators 
and freezers. Frost buildup increases the amount 
of energy needed and makes the motor run longer 
and more often. Never allow frost to build up to 
more than one-quarter of an inch thick. 

Make sure your refrigerator door seals are air¬ 
tight. Test them by closing the door over a piece of 
paper or a dollar bill so that it is half in and half 
out of the refrigerator. If you can pull it out easily, 
the latch may need adjustment or the seal may 
need replacing. 
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Your bags are packed, you remembered to put a hold on your mail and take the dog 
to your mother-in-law's for the week, but what about your montly electric bill? It 
won't go away just because you have. 

You can, however, take steps to reduce your bill while you relax on vacation. 
Make sure that all radios, televisions and lights are turned off. You can use dusk-to 

-dawn timers with lights to maintain the "presence" at home during the evening. Lower 
your refrigerator and/or freezer temperature settings. Turn off your water heater if 
you'll be gone more than a few days. 

And after all of that is taken care of, remember to have fun while you're on 
vacation. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
For more information on conserving energy while you're away, 

call your local electric cooperative. 

JUNE 1999 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 18a 



Nominating 

committee 

will meet 

June 30 

Notice of 

closing 

Our office will 
be closed Monday, 
May 31, in obser¬ 
vance of Memorial 
Day. We will re¬ 
sume normal 
hours Tuesday, 
June 1. 

Members of the 1999 nomi¬ 
nating committee have been ap¬ 
pointed by the McDonough Power 
Cooperative board of directors. The 
committee will meet at Cerar’s 
Barnstormer Restaurant, June 30 
at 7 p.m. to nominate candidates 
for election to the board of direc¬ 
tors at the 1999 annual meeting of 
members to be held August 24 at 
the Fellheimer Auditorium in 
Macomb. 

District 1 (composed of the West 
half of Scotland Township and East 
half of Chalmers Township in 
McDonough County): Keith Waller, 
1418 Joseph St., Macomb. 

District 2 (composed of all 
Lamoine, Bethel and Industry Town¬ 
ships in McDonough County and 
parts of Brooklyn, Littleton and 
Oakland Townships in Schuyler 
County): J. Chris Butcher, 4825 E. 
1250thSt., Industry. 

District 3 (composed of all Hire, 
Tennessee, Colchester and the West 
half of Chalmers Townships in 
McDonough County and parts of 
Fountain Green and Hancock 
Townships in Hancock County): 
Donald Conn, 2755 N 1200th Rd., 
Colchester. 

District 4 (composed of all 
Blandinsville, Sciota and Emmett 
Townships in McDonough County): 
Norma Bland, 480 Emory Rd, 
Macomb; Robert Bauman, 2540 N 
1800* Rd, Blandinsville. 

District 5 (composed of the East 
half of Scotland and all of New 
Salem, Eldorado and Mound Town¬ 
ships in McDonough County and 
part of Harris, Farmers and Ver¬ 
mont Townships in Fulton County): 
Randy Parks, 8240 E. 2350th St., 
Adair. 

District 6 (composed of all 
Macomb. Walnut Grove, Bushnell 

and Prairie City Townships in 
McDonough County and part of Lee 
Township in Fulton County): Jef¬ 
frey D. Hatch, 13405 IL Highway 9, 
Good Hope: Lee Worthington, 22070 
E. 1900th St, Prairie City. 

District 7 (composed of all 
Raritan and Media Townships in 
Henderson County, and Point Pleas¬ 
ant, Swan Creek, and Greenbush 
Townships in Warren County): Randy 
Winbigler, 952 10th Ave, Roseville. 

District 8 (composed of all 
Biggsville Township in Henderson 
County, and Tompkins, Ellison, 
Roseville, Lenox, Monmouth and 
Spring Grove Townships in Warren 
County): Steve Armstrong, 1071 
State Highway 164, Monmouth. 

District 9 (composed of Kelly, 
Coldbrook, Floyd and Berwick 
Townships in Warren County and 
parts of Galesburg, Cedar and In¬ 
dian Point Townships in Knox 
County): Don Brown, Po Box 135, 
Abingdon; Lauren Still, 1476 190th 
Ave.. Cameron. 

The bylaws of the Cooperative 
provide that nominations to the 
Board of Directors may be made 
by: (1) The Nominating Committee, 
(2) A petition signed by 15 or more 
active members, the petition must 
be received at the principal office of 
the Cooperative at least 30 days 
before the annual meeting or (3) 
nominations can be made from the 
floor at the annual meeting. 

The terms of directors from Dis¬ 
tricts 4,6, and 9 expire this year. 
Directors presently serving on your 
board of directors are: District 1, 
Michael Cox; District 2, Jerry 
Riggins; District 3, William Pollock; 
District 4, Stan Prox; District 5, 
Steven L. Lynn; District 6, Jeffrey 
Moore; District 7, Mark Anderson; 
District 8, Howard Butler; and Dis- 
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trict 9, Steven Youngquist. 
Sections. Nominations. It shall 

be the duty of the board to ap¬ 
point, not less than forty days nor 
more than one hundred twenty days 
before the date of a meeting of the 
members at which board members 
are to be elected, a committee on 
nominations consisting of two 
members from each district in which 
a director is to be elected and one 
member from each of the other 
districts served by the cooperative. 
No member of the board may serve 
on such committee. The committee 
shall prepare and post at the prin¬ 
cipal office of the cooperative, at 
least thirty days before the meet¬ 
ing, a list of nominations for direc¬ 
tors, which shall include at least 
one or more candidates for each 
board position to be filled by the 
election. The secretary shall be re¬ 
sponsible for mailing with the no¬ 
tice of the meeting or separately, 
but at least seven days before the 

date of the meeting, a statement of 
the number of board members to 
be elected and the names and ad¬ 
dresses of the candidates nominated 
by the committee on nominations. 
Any fifteen or more members acting 
together may make other nomina¬ 
tions by petition and the secretary 
shall post such nominations at the 
same place where the list of nomi¬ 
nations made by the committee is 
posted. Nominations made by peti¬ 
tion, in order to be valid, must be 
received at the principal office of 
the cooperative at least thirty days 
before the meeting. Any nomination 
by petition which meets the require¬ 
ments of the bylaws, shall be set 
forth in the annual meeting notice 
as nominations made by petition 
and any such nominations shall 
appear on the official ballot. Noth¬ 
ing contained herein shall, however, 
prevent additional nominations to 
be made from the floor at the meet¬ 
ing of members. 

“We’ve got s 

gas” 
Don't forget that 

MFC Energy, Inc. is now 
a partner in a joint ven¬ 
ture with Thermogas. 
MFC Energy Thermogas 
L.L.C. is providing pro¬ 
pane and related ser¬ 
vices, with a strong 
commitment to service 
for our customers. 

Please contact us to 
learn more about our 
introductory offer to 
new customers. Call 
(309)652-3103 or (800) 
635-2805 in 
Blandinsville or (217) 
743-5215 or (800)213- 
1402 in Denver. 

McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative is in the process of de¬ 
termining its Y2K compliance. 
We have made a study to de¬ 
termine problems that would 
affect our ability to provide you 
adequate electric service dur¬ 
ing and after Jan. 1, 2000. 

While McDonough Power 
Cooperative cannot guarantee 
uninterrupted service all to¬ 
gether, it’s doing everything in 

Most businesses want you 
to buy more of what they sell, 
that’s not necessarily true of 
your electric cooperative. Sure, 
we want you to have all the 
electricity you need, but we 
also want you to get a lot of 
value for your power dollar. 
Wise use is one way to do 
that. Cooperatives were created 
to provide services to members, 

its power to assure reliable elec¬ 
tric service through Jan. 1, 2000 
and beyond. This includes con¬ 
tacting vendors, our electric sup¬ 
plier and other businesses the 
cooperative works with to de¬ 
termine their compliance. 

This is a Year 2000 Readi¬ 
ness Disclosure under the 
United States Year 2000 Infor¬ 
mation and Readiness Disclo¬ 
sure Act. 

not profits to stockholders. That’s 
why McDonough Power is en¬ 
couraging you to remember 
“PEAK 90” June 15-Sept. 15. 

We are requesting MPC con¬ 
sumers to use major appliances 
or equipment before 12 noon 
or after 8 p.m., June 15 - Sept. 
15. This helps control your 
peak demand and allows us to 
pass the savings on to you. 

Year 2000 

(Y2K) 

compliance 

Remember 

’’PEAK 90”- 

JUNE15- 

SEPT. 15 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman • Stan Prox, Vice Chairman • Jerry Riggins, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer • Mark Anderson • Michael Cox • Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler • Jeffrey Moore • John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric Outages 837-1400 
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Farm electrical 
safety checklist 

YES NO 
Service pole and service entrance 

Do farm family members and all hired farmhands know 
where and how to disconnect power in the case of an electri¬ 
cal emergency? 
Are disconnects, especially main breakers, regularly turned 
off and turned back on to ensure free action and good contact? 
(Manufacturers of circuit breakers claim that they should be opened 
and reclosed once per month.) 
In case of fire, can the electricity be shut off to that particular building on fire 
without shutting off electricity to the water pump? 

YES NO 
Animal housing 

Do animals enter a building or drink at the stock tanks without hesitation? 
Is the water piping (metallic) and service entrances of buildings properly grounded? 
(NOTE: Check for corrosion of grounding system by animal waste.) 
Is the farmer using an industry-made electric fencer which bears the UL label? 
Are heat lamps in farrowing houses hanging by the cord only? In case of drop, are there 
guards on the fixture? 
Are the lights enclosed in globes and guards (where required)? 
Is the wiring suitable for wet conditions (because of the humidity created by the ani¬ 
mals’ respiration)? 
Does all wiring appear to be in good condition and free from damage by rodents? 

YES NO 
Grain-handling equipment 

Are overhead lines out of the way of augers and winged-type farm equipment? 
Do all motors have correctly sized overcurrent protection? 
If magnetic starters are used, are heater coils of the proper size? 

YES NO 
Machine shed 

Is the grounding bayonet on drop cords, power tools, etc., intact? 
Is the service entrance properly grounded? 
Are all receptacles in use properly grounded? 
Are drop cords of adequate size for the appliance or machine they are serving? 
Are drop cords put away after use so machinery can’t run over them? 
Are power tools such as circular saws, table saws, drills, jig saws, etc., left unplugged 
when not in use so that a child couldn’t accidentally turn them on? 
Is it adequately lighted? 
Are drop cords in good condition with no sign of insulation damage? 

YES NO 
General 

Do children know whom to call in case of an electrical emergency? 
Do family members know first aid for electrical shock and/or burns? 
Are GFCI’s installed where required? 
Do appliances function satisfactorily without giving a tingle to user when turned on? 
If lightning protection is installed, are all wires leading to ground? 
Are all electrical fittings on the gas pump of explosion-proof type? 
Before trees are planted, has proper siting been provided to avoid nearby overhead and 
underground power lines? 
Are trees free and clear of overhead electrical lines? 
Before new buildings are constructed, have the buildings been cleared of nearby over 
head and underground power lines? 
Can tractors equipped with end loaders be raised to the most upper position and clear 
all overhead electrical lines? 

Items checked NO indicate a potential electrical safety hazard. 
Proper action should be taken immediately to ensure safety. 
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One of the joys of summertime is a juicy steak, grilled over a hot 
flame. But who could enjoy it in a hot, humid home? 

With a geothermal heat pump, you’ll have cool comfort in the summer 
and snug coziness in the winter. A geothermal heat pump uses the earth’s 
energy to provide cooled or heated air-and will pay for itself in a few 
years. 

For more information about the advantages of geothermal heat pumps, 
call your local electric cooperative. We’ll help you keep your cool. 

w Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Powerful solutions for over 60 years 
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Employee 
anniversaries 

McDonough Power is proud to announce the twelve (12) 
service awards that will be given this year. McDonough 
Power would like to thank each of these individuals for 

their hard work and dedicated service. 

(15 years) 

Dickson L. 
Dunsworth, President 
-CEO, is celebrating 
40 years. Dick began 
his employment in 
June of 1959. Con¬ 
gratulations Dick and 
thank you for 40 years 
of dedicated service. 

McDonough Power 
Cooperative 

will be closed 
Monday, July 5, 
in observance of 

Independence Day. 
The office will 

reopen, Tuesday, 
July 6 at 8 am. 

Gary Budreau, Line Super¬ 
intendent - September 1974 
Ron Paulsen, Journeyman 
Lineman/Area Serviceman - 
September 1974 

(20 years) 

Tim Norton, Crew Chief 
(Journeyman Lineman) - July 
1979 

Howard Butler, Director - 
August 1979 

John McMillan, Cooperative 
Attorney - April 1979 

Capital credit 
allocation The bylaws of the cooperative 

state that the cooperative pay 
capital credits to each mem¬ 

ber in excess needed to estab¬ 
lish general reserves. 

Capital credit refunds have 
been paid to all members 
through 1976. 

The capital credit allocation 
factor for the year 1998 is .0139 
percent. This percentage factor 
is multiplied times the amount 
of revenue you paid the coopera¬ 
tive for electricity during the 
year 1998. This amount is as¬ 
signable on the books of the co¬ 
operative for the year. 

Frank Fay, Storeskeeper - 
September 1984 

10 years 

Jim Wilson, Journeyman 
Lineman - August 1989 

Cynthia Rigg, Billing Clerk 
- November 1989 

Dawn Beck, Administrative 
Assistant - November 1989 

5 years } 

Stephen (Pete) Lucas, Engi¬ 
neer - May 1994 

Steve Lynn, Director - Au¬ 
gust 1994 

Bill payments 

We highly discourage 
anyone from making 
any payment in cash 

without receiving a paid receipt 
showing the transaction. If you 
have considered mailing cash 
or depositing cash in a deposi¬ 
tory, please don’t. Without a re¬ 
ceipt, you have no proof of 
payment. Payment by check is 
a legal document and does not 
require a receipt. 
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Safety is and always has 

been a big issue at our 

cooperative. Summer storm 

season is here. Con¬ 

struction, farm work and outdoor 

activities are all in full swing. 

Along with these activities 

comes the need to pay particular 

attention to safety. 

As we try7 to meet deadlines 

and goals, care may not be taken 

in our planning to include safety 

concerns. A little time spent in 

planning our work with safety in 

mind will pay big dividends. 

We get calls from people who 

have caused themselves and oth¬ 

ers inconvenience and increased 

costs by not taking safety consid¬ 

erations into account. 

An area we urge caution in 

is when doing tree work close to 

power lines. Call McDonough 

Power prior to trimming or cut¬ 

ting trees near our lines so we 

can look at the situation and help 

you make it safe. 

Digging can also be very7 dan¬ 

gerous if there are underground 

facilities. Always call McDonough 

Power before starting to dig. Un¬ 

derground power lines carry high 

voltage. Protect yourself and your 

family. Think before you act. 

Home maintenance work can 

also be dangerous if you aren't 

observant. A home's electrical 

entrance may have both under¬ 

ground and overhead electric 

wires. Look for both. 

Antennas and electrical sup¬ 

ply circuits don’t mix. When dig¬ 

ging a hole for an antenna or when 

preparing to attach one to a struc¬ 

ture, look for overhead wires and 

call McDonough Power Coopera¬ 

tive to locate any underground 

services. 

When using equipment such 

as tractors with farm equipment 

or construction equipment, be 

aware of all utility equipment. 

Overhead lines, poles and guys are 

easy to miss. Underground is out 

of sight, but should not be out of 

mind. 

If you have problems, call. 

Take a little time to plan for safety. 

It is the most important part of 

your plan. 

Work safely ^ 

while doing 

summer 

chores 

Sure enough, warm weather 

is bringing us mushrooms 

and unfortunately, a list of 

projects to do around the home 

and farm. Painting seems to be 

at the top of that list for most 

people. 

Each year thousands of gal¬ 
lons of leftover paints, thinners 

or solvents are flushed down 

plumbing systems or just dumped 

into garbage cans. This can be 

overwhelming to sewage and sep¬ 

tic systems. At the landfill, it can 

damage protective barriers and as 

a result of flushing, these actions 

can destroy your septic tanks, and 

contaminate surface and under¬ 

ground waters. 
For ways to dispose of your left¬ 

over paint call the Illinois EPA at 

(217) 785-8604. 

Remember “Peak 90” 

McDonough Power is encouraging 

you to remember “Peak 90” June 15- 

Sept 15. We are requesting MFC con¬ 

sumers to use major appliances or 

equipment before 12 noon or after 8 

p.m., June 15-Sept 15. This helps con¬ 

trol our peak demand and allows us 

to pass that savings on to you. 

Check that 

honey-do list 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman 

Stan Prox, Vice Chairman 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Mark Anderson 

Michael Cox 
Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op 
Electric Outages 

837-1400 
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MOWER POWER TO 
YOU— 

MAINTAIN THAT 

Now that the first blush is off of spring, many of 
the fun things we wanted to tear into while we were 
trapped by winter’s gloom may have lost some of 
their luster. Some of us, so deep in winter’s thrall just 
a few short months ago, actually looked forward to 
such tasks as mowing the lawn. 

For most of us, some of the fun has departed 
that little chore, by now. While that leaves a long 
summer ahead of us, it also provides us with an op¬ 
portunity to turn loose of the old mower long enough 
to do some maintenance, or to have it done. 

Many people tend to forget that mowers need 
care, and run them into the ground without ever do¬ 
ing more than adding gas and oil. 

That’s a mistake. Mowers will cut better, last 
longer and be less polluting if they get at least some 
routine maintenance. For example, many people ne¬ 
glect their mower’s blade, the part where the ma¬ 
chine meets the grass. 

We’re assuming here that you’re a fairly normal 
person, and that you just wheeled your mower into 
storage last fall and left it. 

If you’re a real conscientious person, you didn’t 
do that. Following the owner’s manual to the letter, 
you ran the engine until all the gas was out of the 
tank, pulled the spark plug, shot a squirt of oil into 
the cylinder, put on a new plug, and changed the oil. 
And took the blade in and had it sharpened. 

If you’re like most of us, you probably never 
even thought of doing any of those things. If you just 
pulled your mower out this spring and started mow¬ 
ing, it’s still not too late to do a little maintenance on 
that little rascal. By now, you’ve probably grown less 
fond of the mowing chore, and will be able to back 
away from it long enough to let the engine cool. 

So, if you want your mower to cut better and 

last longer—and who doesn’t, since 
they’re fairly expensive — now’s 

as good a time as any to 
mow the lawn and shut the 
mower down for mainte¬ 
nance. The first thing to do 

is to disconnect the spark 
plug wire, so the engine won’t 

start while you’re working. 
Next, take the blade off and take it in 

to a shop to have it sharpened. Since we’re essen¬ 
tially in the middle of the season, that shouldn’t take 
too long, but it still may take a few days. That’s why 
we encouraged you to mow first. 

Then, pull the spark plug and examine it care¬ 
fully. If it’s dirty, clean it. If the points are fused to¬ 
gether, or nearly so, you’ll need to replace it. Check 
their gap with a feeler gauge and set the gap to the 
manufacturer’s specifications. Clean or change the 
air filter. 

Since most mowers are air cooled, and since 
they burn a lot of oil, many people think that the con¬ 
stant addition of oil is enough to eliminate the need 
for oil changes. Not true. They need oil changes just 
like any engine does, and the failure to do that chore 
will shorten the engine’s life considerably. 

You can change the oil by removing a plug un¬ 
der the mower deck, and letting the oil drain out. 
Then, you replace the plug and pour in new oil. 
There will be a dipstick, or a little circle in the filler, 
that will enable you to know when you’ve put in 
enough oil. Be sure the plug’s tightened before you 
do much more. 

The simple change of oil and cleaning or re¬ 
placement of the spark plug and air filter should 
make your mower a lot easier to start and will in¬ 
crease its life span, too. Having the blade sharpened 
should enable it to cut better, and will make mowing 
a little easier. 

If all this sounds a little messy and inconve¬ 
nient, that’s because it is. You can avoid most of 
these headaches by going to a battery-powered 
electric mower. That will reduce most of your annual 
maintenance to having the blade sharpened. They’re 
a lot more convenient, and a lot less messy and a lot 
less polluting, too! 
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Demolition derbies and com dogs, lemon shake-ups and funnel 

| cake, Ferris wheels and tractor pulls. . . 

hese are just a few of the treats you’ll find at the fair. Whether 

you visit your local county fair, the DuQuoin State Fair or the Illinois 

State Fair, the electric cooperatives of Illinois would like you to remember 

the important role agriculture plays in our lives. 

Just as electricity powers the modem farmstead, so the Illinois farmer 

feeds the world. 

A salute to the Illinois farmer from: 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Powerful solutions for over 60 years 
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Step Into the 
Lineman’s 

Shoes! 

If you made your living as a 
lineman, it goes without say¬ 
ing you’d want your work en¬ 

vironment as safe as possible. 
You can help make the 

lineman’s job safe by putting a 
little common sense into ac¬ 
tion. For example: 

• Don’t hang birdhouses or 
basketball goals on electrical 
poles. The lineman will have 
great difficulty climbing 
around them, even though you 
think they’re perfectly placed. 

• Don't landscape around 

poles with flower boxes, bird- 
houses or anything else that 
might cause harm if a lineman 
were to fall. 

• Don’t hang signs on poles be¬ 
cause the nails or staples could 
cause the lineman to slip if he 
has to climb. 

Use a little common sense 
around utility poles: show your 
appreciation for those who work 
so hard to provide you reliable 
electric service. All it takes is 
stepping into the other guy’s 
shoes for a few moments! 

What causes 
my lights to 

blink? 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman 

Stan Prox, Vice Chairman 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 
Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op 
Electric Outages 

837-1400 

"What causes my lights to 
blink" is a very popular ques¬ 
tion in the electric utility busi¬ 
ness. Usually, blinking lights 
are a result of momentary out¬ 
ages that occur when some type 
of disturbance exists on the 
line. This could be a lightning 
strike, an automobile striking 
a pole or when a squirrel or tree 
branch comes into contact with 
an energized power line. 

Actually, when lights blink, 
it is an indication that the elec¬ 
tric co-op’s equipment is oper¬ 
ating properly. Blinking lights 
reflect the operation of equip¬ 
ment that protects the lines and 
keeps the power from going off 
for more than just a moment. 
The co-op’s distribution system 

includes special devices called 
reclosures that operate when¬ 
ever there is a short circuit on 
the line. If the short circuit is 
temporary, which is usually the 
case, the reclosure permits 
power to continue flowing 
through the line with only a brief 
interruption of service (meaning 
your lights blink!). 

Without this device, every 
short circuit, temporary or oth¬ 
erwise, would cause the power 
to be off until the co-op could 
send a line crew to restore ser¬ 
vice. Usually, these reclosures 
will operate or trip three times 
before stopping the flow of elec¬ 
tricity and causing a power out¬ 
age. This reclosure operation 
protects the lines from damage. 
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• $5 will be credited to September bill for 
registering 

• Drawing for ten $10 credits on Septem¬ 
ber energy bill 

• $25 name-a-minute drawing 
• Drawing for choice of home security 

system with 1 year paid monitoring, 
gas grill, or a $500 savings bond 

• and other prizes 

You must be present to win for all prize 
drawings 

McDonough 

Power 

Cooperative’s 
Annual 

Meeting 

Election of Directors — 
Report of Officers and President 

7 p.m. Tuesday, August 24,1999 
(Registration begins at 6 p.m.) 

Fellheimer Auditorium 
Macomb Jr./Sr. High School 

1525 South Johnson St 
Macomb IL 

Entertainment by Miss Ashley Hart 
“The Hart of Country Music” 

Ashley Hart 

(N 
CO 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, the 
members of the nominat¬ 
ing committee met at 

Cerar’s Barnstormer in 
Monmouth, June 30. 1999 at 
7 p.m. to nominate candidates 
for election of directors at 
McDonough Power Coop¬ 
erative’s next annual meeting 
of members to be held 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, August 24, 1999. 

The following members were 
present: Randy Winbigler 

Keith Waller 
Jeffrey D. Hatch 
Donald Conn 
Robert Bauman 
Lauren Still 
Steve Armstrong 
Randy Parks 
Lee Worthington 
Norma Bland 
J. Chris Butcher 

The committee selected the 
following nominees to be can¬ 

didates for directors to serve for 
a three year term and be elected 
at the annual meeting. 

District 4 - Stan Prox 
District 6 - Jeffrey N. Moore 
District 9 - Steve Youngquist 
Any 15 or more members act¬ 

ing together may make other 
nominations by petition. Addi¬ 
tional nominations for directors 
may be made from the floor at the 
meeting. Randy Parks, Chair¬ 
man 
Dated: June 30, 1999 

Nominating 

Committee 
Report 

MPC Energy 

Your Energy Partners. 
Just give us a call at: 

Blandinsville 

ALERT SECURITY 
& ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

(309) 652-3103 (800) 635-2085 1-877/502-5378 
Denver McDonough Branch Office 

(217) 743-5215   (800) 213-1402 Illinois License #127-001022 
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Save money, 
save the earth, 
save energy 

Over the last couple of decades, many of us have taken 
some steps to save energy and to help mitigate the damage 
we do to the environment. Recycling, composting and 
switching to more environmentally friendly products are 
some of the steps we’ve taken. 

The following home energy-saving tips — even though 
they’re often overlooked — help protect the environment too, be¬ 
cause they help you use energy more efficiently. 

INSULATING DOORS AND WINDOWS 
Start with your home’s biggest energy wasters — your windows and 

You lose more of your heating and cooling dollars through these — per square 
any other part of your home. For example, heat passes through a window with a single pane of glass 14 times faster than through a well- 
insulated wall. So, even with an attic full of insulation, you can still be wasting money and energy through your windows and doors. 

Install storm windows, or double-pane windows, to cut this energy drain in half. Over the last few years, window companies have 
developed various fdms designed to keep heat out — or in — and to prevent the passage of ultraviolet rays into the home. These will 
save energy and help prevent fading in pictures, furniture and carpets. Add storm doors for additional savings. 

CAULKING AND WEATHER-STRIPPING 
After insulating your windows and doors, don’t forget to caulk and weather-strip around them. Almost 40 percent of your monthly 

heating and cooling bill may be going out through small cracks around doors and windows and other parts of your home. 
Caulking is a rubber-like material that can expand or contract to seal air leaks around each pane of window glass and between door 

and window frames and the house. Weather-stripping is a flexible material (foam rubber, felt, or aluminum) that helps to assure a snug 
fit between the parts of windows and doors that open and close. 

WATER HEATING 
Water heating is the second-largest energy user in the average American house. You can save water and the energy needed to keep 

it hot by maintaining an energy-efficient water heating system and by conserving hot water. 
Start with the water heating tank itself: 
• Get the right size water heater. Keeping more hot water on hand than you need can waste energy. 
• For every 10 degrees you lower the temperature, you can save about 6 percent of your water heating energy. 
• If the sides of your water heater feel warm to the touch, you may need more insulation. Wrap a water heater with an insulating 

blanket, especially if the water heater is located in an unheated area of your home. 
In addition to insulating the water heater, you will also save money by insulating the hot water pipes going out of the water heater. 
If you don’t have low-flow shower heads and faucet aerators to reduce water flow, install them soon. They'll help you save both 

water and energy. Aerated showerheads and faucets mix air with water to maintain pressure, and low-flow showerheads pulse the water 
flow. Theses simple devices are easily installed and can reduce the amount of water and energy used by 50 percent. 

DUCT SEALING 
Seal and insulate the ducts that carry heated or cooled air to the registers in each room of your house. Doing a checkup here can save 

10 to 15 percent on your energy bill. All ductwork should be sealed at the joints to prevent leakage. Ducts located in unconditioned areas 
of your home (attic or crawlspaces) should be insulated. 

SET-BACK THERMOSTAT 
A set-back thermostat allows you to change the temperature setting or turn off your heating or cooling system at preset times. Each 

morning when you leave and each evening when you return, the temperature changes to save energy, automatically. Heating or cooling 
is done only when someone is home. 

By using these easy and cost-effective energy saving guidelines, you can stay comfortable all year and still save money. 
For more information on how you can save energy all around your house, call your friends at your electric cooperative. They’ll be 

glad to help. 

exterior doors. 
'Ugh 
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It’s back to 
school time 

Summer is over, school bells are ringing and the children are headed 
off to class. It’s Indian Summer, and it feels like winter will never 

come. But, don't be fooled. Winter is coming, and now is the time to 
prepare. 

Look around your home. See any gaps around your doors or windows? 
A 1/ 12-inch gap around a standard exterior door is like having a 4” x 5” 
hole in the wall. Add that to cracks around other doors and windows and 
you could be allowing a lot of cold air into your home this winter. 

Plugging those leaks will increase your comfort, and it pays for itself 
in reduced energy bills. Just weather stripping around doors and win¬ 
dows can cut heat loss by nearly half. Caulking, additional insulation 
and storm doors and windows are other measures that will make your 
home even more energy-efficient. 

Call your local electric cooperative for advice on weatherization plans 
that will fit your budget and pay off in lower energy costs. Then, sit back 
and enjoy the Indian Summer. 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Powerful solutions for over 60 years 
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Summer’s 

over! 

THANK YOU 
Thanks to every¬ 

one who helped make 
our 1999 annual 
meeting a success. 
Look for pictures and 
more details about 
the meeting in the 
next month’s issue. 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman 

Stan Prox, Vice Chairman 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 
Steve Lynn, Treasurer 

Mark Anderson 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op 
Electric Outages 

837-1400 

It’s back-to-school time 
across America. For parents it’s 
a bittersweet reminder of the pas¬ 
sage of time as we watch our chil¬ 
dren grow and become 
increasingly independent. It's 
also a time when we think about 
their safety. 

Your electric cooperative 
shares that concern. That’s why 
so many are looking out for the 
safety of our children. With the 
beginning of every school year, 
thousands of co-op linemen are 
keeping an eye out for children 
on their way to or from school. 
Sometimes it means helping a 
disabled school bus. Frequently it 
means using their mobile com¬ 
munications to report a problem 
or a suspicious occurrence in a 
neighborhood. Always it means 
being there to lend a hand, what¬ 
ever the problem. 

Being committed to the com¬ 
munity you serve means making 
the decision that service to the 
community involves more than 
just making sure your electric 
service is reliable. Even now 
when electric utilities are faced 
with competition that’s getting 
tougher every day, going the ex¬ 
tra mile in consumer and com¬ 
munity service is standard 
operating procedure for an elec¬ 
tric cooperative. 

Every day we hear reports of 
other utility companies closing 

their local offices and moving out 
of town in order to save money. 
When that happens, their cus¬ 
tomers have to do business long 
distance, frequently talking to 
people hundreds and sometimes 
thousands of miles away. Your lo¬ 
cal electric cooperative is differ¬ 
ent. Our first obligation is to our 
consumers. You can still stop by 
the local office and talk to some¬ 
one you know about any part of 
your service. And when you call 
your electric cooperative, you’ll 
speak to someone close-by who 
knows your community and 
what’s happening in it. 

Being a local cooperative 
means doing business close to 
home. Because our consumers 
are also our owners, the coopera¬ 
tive gives first consideration to 
what’s in the consumer’s best in¬ 
terest. 

At first glance, it may seem 
that there is little connection be¬ 
tween school kids waiting for 
their bus and the line crew in the 
local co-op's truck. Look again! 
Those line crews working on util¬ 
ity poles probably have kids wait¬ 
ing for their school bus alongside 
yours. Making sure all our chil¬ 
dren stay safe is part of what 
holds local communities together 
and it’s part of the work your lo¬ 
cal electric cooperative takes 
pride in every day. 
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Recent reports have shown 
that, as Jan. 1, 2000 grows 
nearer, Y2K scams are likely to 
become a more frequent problem 
for consumers. 

“Unscrupulous businesses 
are bound to prey on consumer 
fears about the impact of Y2K and 
attempt to sell unnecessary and 
drastically overpriced ‘prepared¬ 
ness' items", said Senator Chris 
Dodd (D-Conn.), vice chairman of 
the Special Committee of the 
Year 2000 (Y2K) Technology Prob¬ 
lem. 

By now we have all heard 
about the ‘Millennium Bug', or 
Y2K problem that has the poten¬ 
tial to cause wide-ranging sys¬ 
tem failures, affecting everything 
from personal computers to au¬ 

With the fall harvest season 
here, the National Safety Coun¬ 
cil is reminding farm families 
about the dangers of children and 
grain. To a young child, a wagon¬ 
load of corn may look very invit¬ 
ing, like a giant sandbox. 
Nevertheless, a young child can 
be buried within seconds if the 
auger is running and the child 
falls or jumps into the wagon. 
Even when the auger is not on, 
gravity and any kind of move¬ 
ment can pull the child deeper 
into the grain. 

According to Charles 
Schwabb, an Iowa State Univer¬ 
sity Extension safety specialist, 
an adult must be able to lift 140 
pounds in order to rescue a 53- 
pound child caught shoulder-deep 
in grain - the weight of the child 
plus the frictional force of the 
grain. Even if one could lift that 

Two students representing 
McDonough Power Cooperative 
recently took in a full week of ex¬ 
periences around the nation's 
capital. Among the highlights of 
the 1999 “Youth to Washington" 
was a lunch with Congressman 
Lane Evans. Corrine Biswell and 
Kristin Shields, both from 
Colchester, were among 60 rural 
youth leaders and their chaper¬ 
ones from Illinois who toured 
Washington, D.C. June 18-25. 
Debbie Fowler, Record's Clerk, 
her husband Lester (McDonough 
Telephone Coop, employee), and 
their daughter Leslie were some 
of the chaperones. The tour be¬ 
gan with a visit to the Civil War 
battlefield at Gettysburg, PA. The 
trip also included stops at many 
of the capital’s monuments and 
memorials, Arlington National 

tomated teller machines to eleva¬ 
tors. 

A typical scam would involve 
someone posing as an official 
from a financial institution or 
credit card company. The con-art¬ 
ist phones the victim asks for 
credit card or bank account infor¬ 
mation. claiming such informa¬ 
tion is needed to assist the 
institution in its Y2K compliance 
activities. 

Other scams have included 
fraudulent investment schemes 
which con-artist offer to exchange 
the victim's financial assets for 
gold coins or other precious met¬ 
als as a means of protecting them 
from Y2K failure at their financial 
institution. Victims are tricked 
into paying much more than the 

Beware of - 
Y2K scams 

coins or metals are 
worth, or may not re¬ 
ceive anything in ex¬ 
change. 

Please, don't ever 
give out personal or 
credit card information 
over the phone unless 
you initiated the call or 
you know for sure who is 
at the other end of the 
line. Report any unau¬ 
thorized charges or 
scams to the police. 

much, the child would be injured 
because of the force exerted by the 
grain on the child. The deeper the 
grain, the greater the force, per¬ 
haps as much as a small car. ac¬ 
cording to Schwabb. 

The National Safety Council 
recommends these precautions: 

• Never allow children to play 
in grain and keep them out of ar¬ 
eas where it is being handled. 

• Check inside the bin or 
wagon before turning on power to 
the auger. 

• Before entering a bin, always 
disconnect the power to an unload¬ 
ing auger or lock the unloading 
gate. 

• Always know where other 
people are in the work area, and 
never leave the area unattended 
while grain is being loaded or un¬ 
loaded. 

• Make sure all family mem- 

Kids and 
grain: A 

dangerous 
combination 

bers and employees un¬ 
derstand grain hazards. 
Explain dangers to chil¬ 
dren in terms that they 
can relate to, such as 
comparing grain to 
quicksand. 

• Practice safe be¬ 
havior yourself, such as 
never climbing into a 
grain wagon while it is 
being unloaded. 

Cemetery, the Smithsonian mu¬ 
seums, the National Cathedral, 
the Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia, the U.S. Holocaust Memo¬ 
rial Museum, and the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court. The groups also 
toured the Ford's Theatre and 
cruised on the Potomac River. 

Two students 
represent 

MFC in 

Washington 
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Fridge is fourth-largest 
| energy user in 

most homes 
’t seems hard 
to believe, but 

your refrig¬ 
erator is very 
likely the fourth- 
largest energy 
user in your 
home, after air 
conditioning, 
heating and wa¬ 
ter heating. De¬ 

pending on how big your fridge is, how many 
features it has, and its age, it may use between 
$200 and $400 worth of electricity a year. 

The experts tell us that it’s smarter to buy 
a new energy-efficient model, rather than use 
a fridge that’s only a few years old. But as at¬ 
tractive as that sounds, most of us have better 
places to put our money than into replacing a 
fridge that we may not yet have paid for! 

If your refrigerator is working okay and 
isn’t too old, you can do some things to help 
reduce its operating costs. Here are a few sug¬ 
gestions. 

Clean the condenser coils. Dirt and dust 
collect on the coils, which are usually located 
on the back of the fridge, but are sometimes 
on the bottom. That makes the machine work 
harder, and that costs you. Cleaning the coils 
at least once a year should improve your 
refrigerator’s efficiency by up to 30 percent. 
To clean them, unplug the refrigerator, then 
brush or vacuum the coils (You’ll probably 
need to move it out from the wall to do this). 
When you move it back, be sure to leave some 
space behind and around it so air can circu¬ 
late around the coils. 

Check the door seals, or gaskets. They can 
deteriorate over time and decrease the unit’s 
performance. You can check this by closing 
the door on a dollar bill and trying to pull it 
out. If it comes out easily, your fridge will ben¬ 
efit from a new gasket. While they aren’t cheap, 
they’ll help. Call your repairman or the dealer 
you bought your fridge from, if you decide to 
have the seal replaced. 

Check the temperature setting. Ideally, 
your fridge should maintain a temperature of 

about 38 degrees F. to 40 degrees F: the freezer 
should be between 0 degrees F. and 10 de¬ 
grees F. Thermometers to check the tempera¬ 
ture are available from hardware and kitchen 
supply stores. Put the thermometer in the cen¬ 
ter of the unit so it doesn’t touch any food, and 
leave it for about 15 minutes. If necessary, 
adjust the temperature by turning the ther¬ 
mostat dial. 

Defrost regularly if your machine is a 
manual-defrost model. If you don't, ice builds 
up and makes your compressor work more. 
Don’t let ice build up thicker than one-quar¬ 
ter inch. Be sure to unplug before defrosting. 

Check your power-saver switch. Many re¬ 
frigerators built during the last few years have 
the capability to prevent moisture from build¬ 
ing up on the outside of the refrigerator dur¬ 
ing humid weather. They do this by supplying 
heat to areas around the freezer door where 
moisture is most likely to collect. A switch in¬ 
side the fridge usually activates this option. 
With the switch off, your refrigerator will not 
have to draw the extra current needed to sup¬ 
ply this heat. In times of especially high heat 
and humidity, you may need to turn the switch 
back on. 

Check the condensation drain. These are 
usually found on self-defrosting refrigerators, 
and if it’s clogged, ice will build up on the coils, 
and your fridge will have to work harder. Check 
the drain occasionally and make sure it’s 
clear. 

If you have an old refrigerator or freezer in 
the garage, keep in mind that it’s probably cost¬ 
ing you a bundle to run it. Unless your garage 
is cooled, the unit will have to work harder 
than it would if it were in the house, and that 
costs you. And, while we often tend to brush 
off the “experts’” advice as ivory tower stuff, 
they’re probably right when they recommend 
that you have one large refrigerator-freezer— 
inside—rather than two modest -sized units 
in different places. That’s a judgment call you 
may want to take a good look at. 

At any rate, follow these suggestions, and 
you’ll save a little on your electricity bill. Ev¬ 
ery little bit helps. 
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Y ou, your neighbors... 
our cooperative 

He’s selling soft drinks to you at the town festival. She’s sitting 

next to you at the school basketball game. Another one waves 

from the front step as you head to work. Yet another is buying a candy 

bar so your daughter’s marching band can make that spring trip. 

They’re all around you. They are part of your electric cooperative, bring¬ 

ing the best possible electric service to homes, farms and businesses. They 

work in the office, or they are out on the power poles, or they are like you — 

a fellow member-owner. And, they are part of your community. 

The “cooperative” kind of utility isn’t some faceless office in a faraway 

city. It’s you and the people you see at the grocery store or the local dance. 

It’s you and your neighbors getting together to make your community a bet¬ 

ter place to live. 

October is Cooperative Month 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good for ALL Illinois 
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Co-op 
working in 

changing 
arena, 

members 
told 

Change is coming to the electric utility industry, and McDonough 

Power Cooperative is changing, too. That was the word given to 

some 500 members and guests attending the co-op’s 62nd annual 

meeting Tuesday, August 24, in the Fellheimer Auditorium at the 

Macomb Junior-Senior High School in Macomb. 

Also during the meeting, members re-elected two area men to the 

co-op’s board of directors, and elected a third to his first term. Stan 

Prox of Macomb and Steve Youngquist of Cameron were re-elected, 

while Jeffrey Moore of Good Hope was chosen for his first term. The 

son of retired director O. Kenneth Moore, he was appointed to fill his 

father’s unexpired term on April 27, after the elder Moore resigned. 

Wm. “Bill” Pollock of Colchester, chairman, spoke about change, 

noting that the words Y2K, e-mail, world wide web, and fiber optics 

were unheard of just a few years ago. 

“Our old conservative industry is changing too,” he said, “and 

deregulation is rapidly redefining the business. And while your co¬ 

op is adapting to the new environment, it’s also holding onto the 

traits that have set it apart from other utilities.” 

He added that many technologies, such as fuel cells, will trans¬ 

form the electric utility 

business. “They convert gas 

to electricity with the only 

waste products being water, 
carbon dioxide and heat. 

They were originally devel¬ 

oped to power spacecraft,” 

he said, “but they’re becom¬ 

ing more feasible all the 

time, to serve many other 

purposes.” 

Dickson L. Dunsworth of 

Macomb, president/CEO, 

told his audience that the 

Y2K problem should not af¬ 

fect McDonough Power too 

seriously. 

“While power plants and 

systems are highly comput¬ 

erized, they can still be op¬ 

erated manually,” he said, 

“and our system is manual, 

too. If our supplier can get 

power to us, we can get it to 

you.” 

The deregulation of the 

electric utility industry is a 

The area men who were re-elected to the board of directors of McDonough 
Power Cooperative at the organization’s annual meeting are congratulated 
by Dickson L. Dunsworth, president. From left are Dunsworth, Stan Prox of 
Macomb, Steve Youngquist of Cameron and Jeffrey Moore of Good Hope. 
Prox and Youngquist were re-elected, while Moore was elected to his first 
full term on the board. The meeting was held Tuesday, August 24, at the 
Fellheimer Auditorium in Macomb. 
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hot topic these days, and Dunsworth noted that Illinois law gives co¬ 
ops the option of entering the deregulated market or not entering it. 
“We haven’t decided if we’re going to,” he said, “because things are 
so uncertain that we don’t know what the benefits will be. Well get 
into the market if and when we find that it’ll be equally beneficial to 
all our members.” 

Another facet of change involves the co-ops of Illinois branching 
out into other kinds of business, and Dunsworth remarked that 
McDonough Power is now in the propane business, and is involved 
in home security systems. 

“We’re actively working to sell surge protection equipment too, 
and it’s important to protect a lot of your sensitive, expensive elec¬ 
tronic equipment, since it’s more fragile than the old electric appli¬ 
ances used to be. We have a line of products that will help you do 
that,” he concluded. 

McDonough Power Cooperative provides electricity to some 4,750 
members over 1,372 miles of line in all or parts of Fulton, Hancock, 
Henderson, Knox, McDonough, Schuyler and Warren counties. 

A Touchstone Energy’ Partner ^ 
The power of human connections CO 

SEE US 
FOR ALL 

YOUR 
PROPANE 

AND 
HOME 

SECURITY 
NEEDS! 

Ten names were drawn during the meeting — 
these ten people received $10 credit on their 
September electric bill: 

Donald Earp 
Robert Craddock 

Shirley Rigg 
Bill Ttotter 

Mike McMillan 
Don Weir 

Alan Walker 
A. M. Hood 
Tom Wright 
John Cuba 

A name a minute drawing was done from the 
entire membership list. Those names who were in 
attendance won $25 credit on their September 
electric bill. 

Dwight Hart 
James Konkler 
L. Mack Leighty 

Harold Miller 
Doris Sellars 

Russell Sullivan 

Grand prize winner was Dick weiier. 
He gets to choose from a home security system 
with one year paid monitoring, a gas grill or a 
savings bond 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Pollock, Chairman 

Stan Prox, Vice Chairman 
Jerry Riggins, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Mark Anderson 

Michael Cox 
Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 
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Disaster prepared: Don’t let a 
leave you quaking 

With the recent earth¬ 
quake in Turkey fresh 
in our minds, 

now may be a good 
time to reflect on the 
state of our own pre¬ 
paredness in 
the event of a smiliar 
disaster. Granted, earth¬ 
quakes are few and far be¬ 
tween in this part of the country, but 
southern Illinois is situated on or 
near the New Madrid fault, and a 
damaging tremor can’t be ruled out 
completely. 

That fissure hasn’t done any serious 
acting up in a long time, but the last time 
it did it was a real spectacle. As heavily 
populated as our area is now, even a mi¬ 
nor tremor on the fault could cause seri¬ 
ous property damage. And, there are 
other forms of disaster that can cause 
problems. 

The idea behind these guidelines is 
to offer you some quick, inexpensive tips 
that will enable you to reduce the dam¬ 
age to your property if a moderate quake 
or tomato were to hit. They involve little 
chores that even the all-thumbs handy¬ 
man can accomplish, and that can be 
done at very little expense. Please note 
that they are simple steps designed to 
help you minimize property damage, and 
will not save your life if your house is 
blown away or if it collapses on you. 

Elementary quake preparations are 
fairly simple. You need to secure your 
water heater so it won’t fall over. To do 
that, you need a strip of plumber’s tape, 
which is available at hardware stores and 
home centers. It’s a metal strip about 
three-quarters of an inch wide, with nail 
holes about every inch. You need to nail 
one end of the strip to a stud behind your 
water heater, run the strip around the 

QUAKE 
unit and nail it to another 

stud. It’s not enough to simply 
drive a nail into drywall! 
Next, you should secure free¬ 

standing bookshelves and the like. 
You do that by using a heavy line, such 
as a high-strength fishing line, and hooks 
that screw into the wall and the back of 
the unit you need to anchor. Affix a hook 
into the bookshelf, another in the wall 
(be sure it’s screwed into a stud), and 
tie the two together. 

No matter what the problem is, 
whether it’s Y2K, a tornado or an earth¬ 
quake, it’s important to know where your 
electrical main switch is so you can turn 
off all power if you have to. If you have 
natural gas or propane, you need to know 
where that shutoff is, and you’ll really 
need one of the special wrenches it takes 
to shut them off. 

Have a supply of bottled water on 
hand, and fill your bathtub so you’ll have 
water to flush toilets with. Keep some 
canned foods that can be eaten cold, if 
necessary. While many soups and stews 
are palatable cold, they’re much better 
warmed, so you may want a small camp 
stove and some spare fuel. A battery-pow¬ 
ered radio would come in handy for 
weather reports. Whatever you do, don’t 
forget a manually operated can opener. 

Don’t forget blankets and/or sleeping 
bags. Always keep candles, matches and 
a flashlight handy, and spare batteries, 
too. Remember that battery-powered lan¬ 
terns are safer than coal oil lamps or 
those that use fossil fuels. 

With any luck, you shouldn’t have to 
go through the things we’ve outlined 
here. But if you do, you’ll be pleased that 
you took our simple precautions. They 
take little effort and even less expense, 
and they can help a lot. 
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QUICK-AND-EASY WAYS TO 

E SAVE ENERGY 
IN YOUR HOME THIS WINTER 

Use your thermostat 
like the gas pedal in 
your car. 

When you’re driving your 
car, you know what happens 
when you constantly speed up 
and slow down — or run at high 
speeds for an extended period: 
You waste gas. The same thing 
happens when you frequently 
change the temperature setting 
on your thermostat: You waste 
electricity. So set your thermo¬ 
stat and forget it, once in the 
morning and once at night. Or 
install an automatic setback 
thermostat to handle the set¬ 
tings for you. 

Turn off exhaust fans 
as soon as you're 
done. 

Exhaust fans are pretty 
handy in a kitchen or a bathroom. 
But as soon as the fan’s job is 
finished, turn it off. Otherwise, 
you’ll pump an enormous 
amount of heated air outside, 
and your heating system will have 
to work extra hard to catch up. 

Take advantage 
of the sun. 

Contrary to what some 
people think, you don’t need a so¬ 
phisticated solar heating system 
to take advantage of the sun’s 
warmth during winter. Just 
watch the sun’s movement 
across your home to see which 
windows get plenty of sunlight — 
and open the blinds, shades and 
draperies on those windows to 
let the sun shine in to supple¬ 
ment your home’s heating sys¬ 
tem. 

Close the door on 
wasted energy. 

Are you heating a room you 
don’t use? If so, close all regis¬ 
ters, doors and windows — and 
check to make sure none of the 
items you’ve stored in the un¬ 
used room need to be kept at 
normal room temperature. 

ff you fixed all the 
energy wasters in your 
home, you probably could 

save a considerable amount 
of your energy bill every 
year. Of course, every home 
is different — but imagine the 
impact five- or ten-percent 
savings could have! Best of 
all, none of the ideas shown 
here will cost you anything 
but a little time — so why not 
get started right now? 

Close your 
fireplace 
damper. 

Up to eight percent of the 
warm air from your heat pump 
or furnace will go right up the 
chimney every day you leave 
your fireplace damper open. 
When there’s no fire, close the 
damper. And even when a fire 
is burning, it’s a good idea to 
use glass doors to keep any of 
your home’s heat from escap¬ 
ing. 
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Why do 
electric 

bills go up 
in the 

winter? 
■ 

It’s a good question. Even if you don’t use electric heat, you may 
notice that your bills are higher during the colder months. Sev¬ 
eral factors can contribute to those higher bills, including: 

• Warm baths feel great on cold days - and heating extra water can 
increase your consumption and your electric bill. Be sure your 
water heater is properly insulated if it’s in an unheated space, 
and have it checked for leaks. 

• Winter brings holidays, which often mean additional cooking and 
baking, and those bright holiday lights, all of which can raise 
your usage of electricity. 

• Shorter days and longer nights mean lights stay on longer both 
inside and out. 

• Most heating systems use electricity for some functions, such 
as operating the fan, and many run almost continuously when 
it’s very cold. 

] • You may be using space heaters in garages, basements or 
other unheated spaces. P* That electric blanket or heating pad that feels so cozy on 
cold nights can cost another dollar or so to operate. 

• You may be using engine block heaters on your cars or 
equipment. 

• Most consumers use the clothes dryer more often in 
winter. 

Even if your bills are higher during winter, electricity remains 
one of the best values around. The pound of sirloin steak you 

buy at the grocery store costs about the same as the electricity 
needed to heat an electric range for 15 hours. The cost of a box of 
tissues and a roll of paper towels will power an electric dryer for 

five hours. For the price you pay for a magazine, you can read by 
electric light for 50 hours. 

Don’t let 
your cooling 

system rob 
you this 
winter! 

Touchstone Energy' Partner 
e power of human connections 

T^hose window air conditioners may have helped you keep cool 
this past summer, but they can heat up your winter energy 
bills if you're not careful. 

Before heating season begins, check all around the top, bottom and 
sides of the window unit to determine if warm air will leak from your 
house and if cold air will sneak inside. Ask at your local hardware 
store about air conditioner covers and other easy, inexpensive ways to 
stop air leaks. It may even be better to remove the unit for the winter. 

We will be closed on the following dates 
in November: 
Thursday, Nov. 11 for Veteran’s Day. The office 
at 8 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 12. 

reopen on 

Thursday and Friday Nov. 25 & 26 for Thanksgiving. We 
at 8 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 29. 

reopen 
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Wrhen your electric cooperative experiences multiple power out¬ 
ages, its goal is to restore service to the greatest number of 
consumers in the shortest amount of time. Your co-op begins 

at the power source and works out to the individual services along the 
system. Dangerous problems, such as downed power lines, are attended 
to as soon as possible. 

Following are service restoration priorities for your electric co-op: 
• Transmission lines - These are high voltage lines that move bulk 

electricity from a generating plant to a substation or between sub¬ 
stations. 

• Substations - Substations are electrical facilities that contain equip¬ 
ment for switching or regulating the voltage of electricity. These 
lower the amount of electrical voltage from transmission lines 
so that the electricity can be transmitted through distribu¬ 
tion lines. 

• Main distribution lines - These are the 7,200-volt lines 
that you see along roadways. 

• Tap lines - Tap lines are electric feeder lines with lim¬ 
ited capacity that run from a main distribution line and 
serve small numbers of consumers. 

• Individual service - This is the line that runs from the 
pole transformer to the customer's electric meter. 
Electric utility systems, such as your co-op, are con¬ 

structed with protective devices such as fuses and circuit 
breakers. These confine the outage to specific areas, limiting 
the number of consumers affected by the power interruption. 

For example, if a tree falls on a tap line only that line would 
be without service. Other consumers served from the main distri¬ 
bution line would still have service, although their lights may blink 
momentarily. 

If you have questions about how your electric co-op restores ser 
vice after a storm or other outage, please give us a call. 

\ 

How your 

electric 

co-op gets 

the lights 

back on 

i / 

CNl 
CO 

As the heating season sets in and your heating system gets its first 
workout of the year, you may notice that it frequently cycles on 
L and off. If this happens, you may have a problem with rapid 

cycling, which occurs when your electronic thermostat fights to keep 
your home at a very consistent temperature. Rapid cycling is espe¬ 
cially common during the early, warmer days of the heating season, so 
pay attention to how often your furnace comes on and off. 

If your programmable thermostat is set to fire up the furnace when 
it senses less than a one-degree temperature drop, the heating system 
may go on and off as frequently as every three minutes. Check the 
adjustments on your thermostat: if it’s set to detect just one degree of 
temperature change, adjust it to 1.5 degrees or more. You probably 
won’t feel the difference in comfort but you’ll avoid higher energy costs 
and wear and tear on your heating system. 

Let’s all give THANKS! 
Stop a moment and think - list three things you’re thankful for during this 

Thanksgiving holiday. 
We like to take inventory every Thanksgiving of some of the things we’re 

grateful for: 
• The interest and involvement of all our consumer-owners to whom the 

cooperative belongs. 
• The cooperation and loyalty of our employees whose expertise and skills 

keep everything on track. 
• The good relationships we have with business associates, friends and 

neighbors who share our many concerns and offer their support. 
We hope that you too can pause and reflect on some of the good things that 

affect your life. After all, that’s what the first Thanksgiving was all about. 

Rapid 

cycling — 

great on 

bikes, not on 
your furnace! 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 
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Gauge your home’s 
“HOUSEPOWER.” 

J^re you blowing fuses frequently? 
AA Are your circuit breakers trip¬ 

ping a lot? Do any of your 
appliances operate more slowly than 
they should? Do your lights dim 
when other appliances and equip¬ 
ment are in use? 

You probably have low 
“housepower” if you experience any 
of these problems in your home. You 
may think it’s related to the service 
you receive from your electric coop¬ 
erative, but the problem can usu¬ 
ally be traced to the wiring in your 
home. 

The wiring in your house deter¬ 
mines how much electricity you can 
safely use in your home. Low “house 
power” is a signal that your home 
doesn’t have adequate wiring to 
meet your family’s electric needs. 

The remedy might not be that 
expensive. However, you really need 
to consult an experienced electrical 
contractor to help determine how 
to gain the “housepower” needed in 
your home. 

Call your local electric 
cooperative today for more 
information. Safety precau¬ 
tions mean peace of mind. 
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This is tiie time of 
year when electric heat tapes get 
a real workout, to keep water pipes 
from freezing. And with that in 
mind, this is an especially good 
time to check your heat tapes and 
replace them, if necessary. 

The United States Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) says consumers (including 
residents of mobile homes) should 
replace uncertified heat tapes that 
are more than three years old with 
certified ones that meet recognized 
voluntary standards. 

An electric heat tape resembles 
an electric cord. It may be round 
or flat. Some varieties have an over¬ 
all covering of light metal braid. 
There is an electrical plug on one 
end and sometimes a pod or box 
with a thermostat switch to con¬ 
trol the power to the heating con¬ 
ductors in the tape. 

Heat tapes are usually in¬ 
stalled in crawl spaces or attics. 
Often, they are used on mobile 
homes to heat water supply pipes 
that come from underground up to 
a mobile home. 

For all the benefits heat tapes 
offer, they can be dangerous. Ac¬ 
cording to the CPSC, electric heat 
tapes are involved in about 2,000 
fires each year, resulting in about 
10 deaths and 100 injuries. CPSC 
urges you to help reduce this risk 
of fire and death by using only cer¬ 
tified heat tapes on your pipes. 
One way you can tell the difference 
is that all new certified heat tapes 
will have three-prong plugs; the 
older uncertified ones have two- 
prong plugs. Currently, there are 

three 
organizations 
that are certifying heat tapes 
to meet recognized national vol¬ 
untary standards: Underwriters 
Laboratories, Inc. (UL), the Ca¬ 
nadian Standards Association 
(CSA), and Factory Mutual Re¬ 
search Corporation (FMRC). 

Buying heat tapes that meet 
voluntary standards offers you 
and your family a degree of pro¬ 
tection, but heat tapes also must 
be installed and used properly to 
provide the most protection 
against freezing pipes, as well as 
the highest level of safety for you 
and your family. 

CPSC offers these safety tips 
for electric heat tapes: 

• Inspect heat tapes each year 
and replace them if you no¬ 
tice signs of deterioration. 
Look for discolored surfaces 
(especially at the plug), char¬ 
ring, cuts or breaks in the 
insulation, or bare wires. 

• When installing heat tapes, 
carefully observe installation 
instructions. Different heat 
tapes have different installa¬ 
tion requirements. 

• Always plug the three-prong 
plug into a three-prong out¬ 
let to make sure the heat tape 
is grounded. 

• Use a ground fault circuit in¬ 
terrupter (GFCI) wherever 
heat tapes are plugged in. 

• Make sure the heat tape you 
use is intended for use on wa¬ 
ter pipes (other tapes heat 
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roof, gut¬ 
ters, or garden soil). 

• Do not wrap heat tape over 
itself unless advised by the 
manufacturer. Use nonflam¬ 
mable insulation such as fi¬ 
berglass. Do not use foam or 
vinyl insulation. It could 
catch fire if the heat tape 
fails. 

• Apply heat tape directly on 
the pipe to be protected, never 
on top of the insulation cov¬ 
ering the pipe. 

• Keep the end cap sealed and 
off the ground to prevent wa¬ 
ter from getting in. Moisture 
can lead to a fire. 

• If heat tape has a thermostat, 
check instructions to see if 
the thermostat should be 
placed against the pipe and 
covered with insulation or if 
it should be left hanging and 
uncovered. 
Heat tapes perform a useful 

function, but like any electrical 
product, they need to be treated 
with care and respect. Don’t cre¬ 
ate a fire hazard trying to keep 
your pipes from freezing. Replace 
uncertified heat tapes that are 
more than three years old. Buy 
heat tapes that meet voluntary 
standards. Install and use heat 
tapes properly. 
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iEEi McDonough Power Cooperative 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 

i rectors 

Stan Prox, Chairman Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Howard Butler Mike Cox 
Jeff Moore Bill Pollock 
Steve Youngquist 

mployees 
Dick Dunsworth, Lynn Cavett 
President/CEO 

Babs Lawyer 
Debbie Fowler 

Dawn Beck 
Jim Wilson 

Tim Norton 

Ron Paulsen 
Cynthia Rigg 

Pete Lucas 
Royce Headley 

Gary Budreau 

Gabe Jones 
Frank Fay 
Doug Bear 
Scott Traser 
Elmer Nelson 
Ike Hinton 

DIRECTORS 
Stan Prox, Chairman 

Jerry Riggins, Vice Chairman 
Mark Anderson, Secretary 

Steve Lynn, Treasurer 
Michael Cox 

Steve Youngquist 
Howard Butler 
Jeffrey Moore 

Bill Pollock 
John D. McMillan, Attorney 

All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400 

A Touchstone Energy' Partner 
The power oj human connections " 

Office closing 
n observance of the 

r J/ holidays, McDonough 
r Power Cooperative’s 

office will be closed Dec. 24th 

and Dec. 31st. 

Need an 
idea for a 

Christmas gift? 
f you have someone on 

t f your list who’s hard to 
r buy for, howv about a 

gift certificate from 
McDonough 
Power that can 
be applied to 
their electric bill? 
Call us for more 
information. 
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Js* " here's still time to apply for the $1,000 IEC scholar- 

/ ships. Three will be given away this year, with two 

(S being given to the son or daughter of an Illinois 

electric cooperative member, and the other going to the 

daughter or son of a cooperative employee or direc¬ 

tor. The deadline for entries is Jan. 1, 2000. See 

your school counselor or call Dawn at (309) 833- 

2101 for further details. 

IEC Memorial 
Scholarship 

forms still 
available 

f your windows rattle easily (and not just when the kids turn 

c the music up loud!) you'll likely lose a lot of heated air this 

winter. In fact, the heat you lose through your windows can 

account for 10 to 25 percent of your heating costs! Take advantage of 

the good fall weather to prepare for colder, windy days ahead by giving 

your home's windows a good long look. 

About that rattling — if the windows are loose in the frame, heated 

air can escape. A little caulking can solve the problem inexpensively. 

Rope caulking comes ready to press into place, costs about $5 per 

window and is easy to remove in the spring. If your window glass is 

very loose, you may need to reglaze them with glazing compound or 

putty, which is permanent. It is not a difficult task and it can really pay 

off. 

If your windowpanes are okay but you don't have storm windows 

and want an extra layer of protection, try clear plastic film. If may not 

look like much, but that thin layer of film creates a dead air space, 

which is a great insulator. Kits come with film and double-sided tape, 

are simple to use, and the film is almost invisible after it is heated and 

tightened into the space with a hair dryer. 

Quick 
window fixes 

y ou have decked the halls 

and you are ready for the 

holiday season, but do not 

/ forget to think safety when it 

comes time to light the tree. 

• Make sure bulbs do not touch any 

branches. 

• Do not use lights on a metal tree. 

• Check each set of Christmas lights 

to be sure they are in good repair. 

If a cord is damaged, frayed or gets 

hot when in use, unplug it imme¬ 

diately and do not use it. 

• Use three-prong, grounded electric 

outlets for lighting. If none is avail¬ 

able, have one installed by a quali 

fled electrical contractor. 

• Never run an electric cord from indoors to the outdoors. 

• Check for loose prongs on the plug. 

•Use caution when installing outdoor lights. Be aware of overhead power lines and have 

someone help hold tall ladders. 

• Turn off lights when you are away or sleeping at night. 
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HOUDAY 
SEASON. 

...We see the lights of Christmas dotting the Illinois 

countryside as thousands of electric cooperative families 

spread holiday cheer. Electric cooperatives of Illinois 

extend best wishes and season’s greetings to the more 

than 170,000 consumer-members who own the electric 

cooperatives of this state. 

We wish you everything that’s bright and beautiful 

during this holiday season.. .and for the coming new year. 
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