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From I to r: EIEC Board Chairman Marion Chesnut, SkyQuest Manager David Lithgow, Sue King, Steve 
King, SkyQuest Salesman Mike Wilson, Scott Kingdon of Kingdon’s TV & Home Center, EIEC President/ 
CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. 

SkyQuest reaches milestone 
On November 1, SkyQuest, a subsidiary of 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, activated its 
10,000th DIRECTV subscriber after four years 
of business. Steve and Sue King of Sheldon will 
forever be remembered in the historic archives 
as the 10,000th customer. Mrs. King purchased 
her DIRECTV system at Kingdon’s TV & Home 
Center in Watseka. 

The Kings were honored at a reception No¬ 
vember 19. As part of SkyQuest’s celebration, 
the Kings were reimbursed for their purchase 
and received a year of DIRECTV’s Total Choice 
Platinum free. Other awards were presented to 
Scott Kingdon in recognition of being the outlet 
for the milestone customer, and to Mike Wil¬ 
son, the SkyQuest salesman who sold the sys¬ 
tem. 

EIEC President/CEO Wm. David Champion, 
Jr. addressed the gathering with praise for the 
for-profit subsidiary. “We are proud of your 
accomplishments in just four years,” Champion 

said. “You have set a standard of business growth 
and customer service that brings happiness and 
respect to our organization.” 

SkyQuest activated its first customer, David 
Gooch of Wellington, in June 1994. SkyQuest’s 
first sale was to Elmer and Inez Leydens of 
Loda in July 1994. The Kings will take their 
rightful place in SkyQuest’s history. “Those of 
us that have been around since the beginning 
will put Steve and Sue in the same category as 
our first customers,” stated SkyQuest Manager 
David Lithgow. “We’re also proud that all of our 
“milestone” subscribers are members of EIEC.” 

The ability to reach 10,000 subscribers does 
not mean that the business has peaked. “As 
the price point falls and consumer awareness 
rises, sales remain brisk,” Lithgow added. “We’re 
looking for our next 10,000 to come even 
quicker.” That’s good for SkyQuest and Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative. 
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Sophomores and Juniors enter EIEC’S 
ccYouth To Washington” Essay Contest 

Sophomores and juniors who attend a high 
school in EIEC’s service area are eligible to en¬ 
ter the “Youth to Washington” essay contest. 
Write an essay entitled “ELECTRIC DEREGULA¬ 
TION - A FRIEND OR FOE?” and you may win a 
trip to Washington and other prizes. 

Complete the coupon or phone the coopera¬ 
tive at (800) 824-5102 or (217) 379-2131 dur¬ 
ing the regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays. 
An entry form, contest rules and reference ma¬ 
terial will be sent to each student who enters 
the contest. 

The prizes are: 
1st Place: Trip to Washington and a 

$200 Savings Bond 
2nd Place: Trip to Washington and a 

$100 Savings Bond 
3rd Place: Trip to Washington and a 

$75 Savings Bond 
4th-8th: $50 Savings Bond 
Winners of the Washington trip will meet some 

80 students from Illinois electric and telephone 
cooperatives in Springfield on June 18 where 
the group will board tour buses, travel to Wash¬ 
ington and return June 25. In Washington they 
will join more than 1,000 students representing 

cooperatives from across the nation. During the 
week, the students will visit the Gettysburg 
battlefield shrines, George Washington’s home 
at Mount Vernon, the National Cathedral, U.S. 
Capitol, the Supreme Court and Library of Con¬ 
gress, the National Archives, the White House, 
Arlington Cemetery and the Kennedy Center. 
They’ll visit the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia 
and dance and relax on a Potomac River boat 
cruise, ride the D.C. Metro and attend services 
at Christ Church. Moreover, they will dine with 
Congressmen, and visit with U.S. Senators. 

Essays are due at the cooperative’s office in 
Paxton on March 5. On March 19, a panel of 
judges will select eight finalists and the contest 
will be held April 12 at Remembrance Hall in 
Paxton. 

All eight essay contest finalists will attend 
Illinois Rural Youth Day in Springfield on April 
21 to see state government in action. Over 200 
young people throughout the state will be par¬ 
ticipating in this annual event. 

Sophomores and juniors are encouraged to 
enter EIEC’s “Youth to Washington” essay con¬ 
test and take advantage of this great opportu¬ 
nity. 

• • Clip and mail to  

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 96 • Paxton, Illinois 60957 Date_ 

I wish to enter the **Youth to Washington” essay contest. 
Name of applicant Age. 

Name of parents  

Mailing address  

Phone number  

High school Class/year  

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordi¬ 
nary value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality 
of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Free hockey tickets 
SkyQuest and the Danville Wings have another Incredible FREE offer 

exclusively for members of Eastern llllnl Electric Cooperative 
On Sunday, January 31, at 1 p.m., the Danville Wings will 
entertain the Compuware Ambassadors at the Palmer Civic 
Center in Danville and you can take part in all the excitement 
by calling SkyQuest today at (800) 236-9263. 

SkyQuest has acquired a limited number of tickets for this 
game. (2 per member please). For additional information about 
the Danville Wings, members of the North American Junior 
Hockey League, see their website at www.wings@soltec.net. 

For more information on SkyQuest and DIRECTV, check them 
out at www,skyquest.com. 

DIRECTV. 
SATELLITE TV AT ITS BEST 

SkyQuest" 

How EIEC gets the lights back on 
When Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative ex¬ 

periences multiple power outages, its goal is to 
restore service to the greatest number of con¬ 
sumers in the shortest amount of time. Your 
cooperative begins at the power source and works 
out to the individual services along the system. 
Dangerous prob¬ 
lems, such as 
downed power 
lines, are at¬ 
tended to as soon 
as possible. 

The following 
are service resto¬ 
ration priority 
procedures: 

1. Transmis¬ 
sion lines — 
These are high 
voltage lines that 
move bulk elec¬ 
tricity from a generating plant to a substation 
or between substations. 

2. Substations — Substations are electrical 
facilities that contain equipment for switching 
or regulating the voltage of electricity. These 
lower the amount of electrical voltage from trans¬ 
mission lines so that the electricity can be trans¬ 
mitted through distribution lines. 

3. Main distribution lines — These are the 
7,200-volt lines that you see along roadways. 

4. Tap lines — Tap lines are electric feeder 
lines with limited capacity that run from a main 
distribution line and serve small numbers of 
consumers. 

5. Individual service — This is the line that 
runs from the pole transformer to the customer’s 

electric meter. 
Electric utility 

facilities are con¬ 
structed with pro- 
tective devices 
such as fuses and 
circuit breakers. 
These confine the 
outage to specific 
areas, limiting the 
number of con¬ 
sumers affected 
by the power in¬ 
terruption. 

For example, if 
a tree falls on a tap line, only that line would 
be without service. Other consumers served from 
the main distribution line would still have ser¬ 
vice, although their lights may blink momen¬ 
tarily. 

If you have questions about how your electric 
co-op restores service after a storm or other 
outage, please call your co-op. Remember: you 
are a member-consumer and it is your electric 
utility. 

Source: Delaware Electric Cooperative 
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Board meeting report 
The regular meeting of the Board of Direc¬ 

tors of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative was 
held November 24, 1998, at the cooperative’s 

headquarters in Paxton. 
Minutes of the October 27, 1998, board 

meeting were approved. 
The October 31, 1998, statement of rev¬ 

enues and expenses including the following 
information was approved: Total Operating 
Revenues $1,884,641, Total Operating Ex¬ 
penses $326,867, Total Cost of Electric Ser¬ 
vice $1,887,561, Operating Margins ($2,920), 
Total Margins $52,698 and Year-To-Date Mar¬ 
gins $1,285,758. 

In October, 92 members joined the coop¬ 
erative and 74 terminated their memberships. 

A report of the November 9 Land Use and 
Facilities Committee meeting was given by Di¬ 
rector Reitz, chairman of the committee. The 
committee reviewed the proposed 1999 Capi¬ 
tal Budget and selling the Paxton tower lo¬ 
cated northwest of Paxton to an interested 
party. After discussion, the committee recom¬ 
mended adopting the proposed 1999 capital 
budget and selling the Paxton tower. The board 
approved the committee’s recommendations. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut indicated 
that the Executive Committee had met on 
November 3. The Board went into executive 
session. 

After reconvening in regular session. Chair¬ 
man of the Board Chesnut discussed the No¬ 
vember 19 meeting of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. An update was given 
on the November 3 General Elections and the 
Illinois General Assembly Fall Session. 

Reports were given on the Illinois Com¬ 
merce Commission’s rulemaking activities, the 
Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group, and that four Illinois cooperatives in¬ 
cluding EIEC had received safety accredita¬ 
tion this fall. Written legal and regulatory 
reports were provided. 

The November 18 Soyland Power Coopera¬ 
tive board meeting was summarized by Direc¬ 
tor Ludwig. Alternate Director Knox and 

President/CEO Champion also attended. Fi¬ 
nancial, energy, and marketing reports were 
presented. 

In other action, the board approved pur¬ 
chasing white vehicles for the cooperative’s 

fleet as replacements are needed; a resolution 
pledging the cooperative’s personal property 
as security for the CFC loans; entering into a 
three phase contract with J. E. D. Plastics, 
Inc; a resolution of appreciation commending 
and congratulating the entire employee team 
for their dedication and hard work and achiev¬ 
ing the unprecedented milestone of reaching 
the 10,000th SkyQuest customer on Novem¬ 
ber 1, 1998; and awarding the cooperative’s 
liability insurance coverage to Federated In¬ 
surance Company for the next three years. 

President/CEO Champion furnished the 
board with the following information: the mem¬ 
bers of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, 
Bloomington, and Illinois Valley Electric Co¬ 
operative, Princeton, voted to merge and the 
new organization win be called Corn Belt 
Energy Corporation; the Champaign County 
Board of Review has notified the cooperative 
that the Fisher Tower Site will be considered 
as personal property rather than real estate; 
and a CFC Report from the Boardroom. 

Director Byers reviewed the October 29 all 
employee meeting and safety meeting he had 
attended. Director Knox indicated he had at¬ 
tended the November 20 all employee meet¬ 
ing and that a “Proactive Thinking” training 
seminar had been conducted. Director Knox 
also and that a “Proactive Thinking* training 
seminar has been conducted. Director Knox 
also attended a safety meeting later that day. 
A comprehensive job training and safety ac¬ 
tivities report for November was provided by 
President/CEO Champion. 

A special meeting of the board will be held 
December 15 and the regular meeting of the 
board will be held December 22. 

Utili~soft provided a written report on its 
activities. In a written report, SkyQuest Man¬ 
ager Dave Lithgow indicated SkyQuest has 
10,007 DIRECTV subscribers and that Sue 
King of Sheldon was the 10,000th subscriber. 
Bob Dickey, Manager of Marketing and Eco¬ 
nomic Development, highlighted SkyQuest’s 
marketing initiatives. IlliCom Net Service Man¬ 
ager Kevin Osterbur recapped the operations 
of the Internet business. 

There being no further business to come 
before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Mark your 
calendar now! 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative Annual Meeting 
Registration begins at 10 a.m., 

Business Meeting at 1 p.m. 

Saturday, March 13,1999 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda 
High School 
Paxton, Illinois 

^ Pick up your EIEC stainless 
steel carving fork 

^ Register for an 18-inch Digital 
Satellite System (DSS®), door 
prizes and $25 bill credits 

^ Take advantage of health 
screening services 

^ Enjoy a lunch of chicken, beef, 
ham, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, green beans, corn, cole 
slaw, noodles and cobbler. 
Elect four directors 

^ Be entertained by “A Natural 
High,” a 20-member chorus 
from Iroquois County 
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El EC opens Alert 
Security office 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative is now offering residential security services to its 
members and others living in proximity to its service territory. Through a partnership 
between Eastern Illini and Alert Security and Energy Services, Inc., cooperative members 
now have access to affordable, easy-to-use and highly reliable security systems. 

On Feb. 1, Eastern Illini opened one of the first branch offices of Alert Security and 
Energy Services at its headquarters in Paxton. Alert Security is a wholly owned subsid¬ 
iary of Soyland Power Cooperative, Eastern Illini’s wholesale energy provider. The East¬ 
ern Illini branch office of Alert Security now offers life safety, property protection and 
energy management services to its members and others. Combining “state of the art” 
wireless security system technology with 24 hour monitoring services, cooperative mem¬ 
bers now have access to a variety of value-added services, including: 

• Home Intrusion Security Monitoring 
• Environmental Safety Monitoring 
• Health Care Emergency Monitoring 
• Energy Saving and Personal Convenience 
• Home Automation Features 

Eastern Illini has entered the residential se¬ 
curity business based upon the interests of 
its members, with over 45 percent indicating 
an interest in the cooperative offering secu¬ 
rity services in a recent member survey. 
Homes without security systems are three 
times as likely to be broken into as homes 
with security systems. Every 18 seconds 
a home is broken into in America with 
the average loss exceeding $1,200. It 
is currently estimated that one in 
five homes now have a security 
system with the demand for sys¬ 
tems expected to double within 
the next five years. 

For additional informa¬ 
tion on the features, 
benefits and cost of 
Alert Security sys¬ 
tems, drop by the 
cooperative’s 
office or call the 
Eastern Illini 
branch office 
of Alert Secu¬ 
rity toll free at 
(877) 572-5378 and ask for Don Reutter, Security Consultant/Alert Security. 
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Get ready for 
March Madness 
with DIRECTV 

Nothing compares to the excitement of the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament and March 
madness! 

Now you can watch every game of the NCAA tournament on DIRECTV Pay-Per-View. Forthe 
first time ever! Pick up the games you won’t see on your local network station. Watch all 63 
games of the tournament!* 

Call SkyQuest for full details on ordering out-of-market NCAA tourna¬ 
ment games. There’s just one place to be for 1999 March Madness 
DIRECTV. 

SkyQuest 
(800) 236-9263 

SkyQuest 
D I R ECTV 

*local antenna/basic cable necessary to receive local 
broadcast games. 

It’s winter time 
Driving in winter means being pre¬ 

pared for the unexpected — like 
downed power lines. 

If you see a downed line, don’t 
touch it. Please call (800) 824-5102 
immediately and we will be there as 
soon as possible. 

We’re your local electric coopera¬ 
tive and we’re committed to your 
safety. 

Working with you to stay safe. 
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Board meeting report 
On December 22, 1998, the Board of Directors 

of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative held its regu¬ 
lar monthly meeting at the cooperative’s headquar¬ 
ters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the November 24, 1998, regular board 
meeting and executive session were approved. 

The November 30, 1998 statement of revenues 
and expenses including the following information 
was approved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,868,252, Total Operating Expenses $340,153, 
Total Cost of Electric Service $1,705,287, Operat¬ 
ing Margins $162,965, Total Margins $183,851 and 
Year-To-Date Margins $1,469,609. 

During November, 96 members joined the coop¬ 
erative and 88 terminated their membership. 

An announcement was made by Chairman 
Chesnut that the Audit and Finance Committee 
will meet December 29 and the Annual Meeting 
Planning Committee will meet January 26 prior to 
the regular board meeting. 

Chairman Chesnut indicated the Executive 
Committee had met on December 7. The Board 
went into executive session. 

After reconvening in regular session, Chairman 
of the Board Chesnut reviewed the December 17 
meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives. Reports were presented on the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly fall Veto Session, the Illinois 
Cooperative Workers Compensation Group, opera¬ 
tions, engineering, legal and regulatory issues. 

A report of the December 16 Soyland Power Co¬ 
operative board meeting was given by Director 
Ludwig. Alternate Director Knox and President/ 

CEO Champion also attended. Financial, energy 
and marketing reports were presented. 

In other action, the board selected Director Byers 
as the director and Director Anderson as the al¬ 
ternate for the NRECA Annual Meeting that will 
be held in Anaheim, California. On March 9, the 
board also selected President/CEO Champion as 
the Delegate and Director Byers as the alternate 
for the NRTC Annual Meeting that will be held 
March 7 in Anaheim. Moveover, the board approved 
the 1999 Operating Budget. 

President Champion furnished the board with 
the following information: the cooperative bought 
out of the RUS debt on December 18, the Paxton 
tower sale closing is scheduled for December 28, a 
Weekly Activities Report, economic development ac¬ 
tivities, Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation 
Group Experience Modifications for 1994 through 
1999, and a CADP Board Report. 

President/CEO Champion furnished the board 
with an in-depth job training and safety activities 
report for December. 

.President/CEO Champion reported on the ac¬ 
tivities of Rural TV, Utili~soft and Alert Security & 
Energy, Services, Inc. SkyQuest Manager Dave 
Lithgow indicated SkyQuest had 10,553 DIRECTV 
subscribers on December 15. IlliCom Net Service 
Manager Kevin Osterbur summarized the opera¬ 
tions of the Internet business. The board approved 
the 1999 operating budgets for the subsidiary op¬ 
erations. 

There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners 
with extraordinary value through competitively priced services and products 
and to enhance the quality of life in the under-served rural community. 
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Annual ■rVeport 
Attend 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting 

Saturday, March 13, 1999 
Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School 

Paxton, Illinois 
Notice is hereby given that the 12th Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern lllini Electric 

Cooperative will be held on Saturday, March 13, 1999, at 1:00 p.m., C.S.T., at the Paxton- 
Buckley-Loda High School Gymnasium, 700 West Orleans, Paxton, Illinois. Registration will begin 
at 10:00 a.m. and will close at 1:00 p.m. The meeting will be called to order at 1:00 p.m. and 
action will be taken on the following: 

1. The report of officers, directors and President/CEO. 

2. The election of four directors (one each from Directorate Districts 2, 3, 6 and the Southern At 
Large District). In connection with the election of directors, the following candidates have been 
nominated: William P. Raber, Saybrook, for Directorate District 2; Donald Reitz, Gilman, for 
Directorate District 3: Marion Chesnut. Rossville. for Directorate District 6; and Laverl Byers, 
Tuscola, for the Southern At Large District. 

3. To consider and act upon proposed Articles of Consolidation and Bylaw amendments as 
recommended by the Board of Directors, a summary of which is furnished with this notice. 

4. To consider and transact all other business which may properly come before said meeting or 
any adjournment or adjournments thereof. 

Dated at Paxton. Illinois, this 22nd dav of Februarv 1999. 

Glenn R. Anderson 
Secretarv 

An EIEC stainless steel carving fork is this year's attendance gift. 
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Executive 
report 

Marion Chesnut 
Chairman of the Board 

year has gone by since the “Electric Service Customer 
Choice and Rate Relief Law of 1997” was signed by 
the Governor. During this past year, the Illinois 

Commerce Commission has devoted huge blocks of staff 
time to establishing procedures on how to implement the 

    ^ law. We have worked with the Association of Illinois Electric 
\ Cooperatives and have attended meetings with the ICC staff 

I to express the cooperatives’ viewpoint on appropriate rule 
making. As you might expect, they are being bombarded 
with opinions from others as well. This process is still ongoing, 
but one would expect the rules to be solidified sometime 
this year since the large commercial and industrial loads 
will have choice as of October 1, 1999. All other non- 
residential customers will have choice as of December 31, 
2000. Residential customers will have choice of energy 
providers on May 1, 2002. As we indicated in our report last 
year, the law charges your cooperative’s Board of Directors 
with the responsibility to decide if the Cooperative will par¬ 
ticipate in all of this change. As you may expect, we are 
receiving mixed opinions from members when expressing 
their viewpoints on the subject. The one theme that seems 
to be prevalent is a misunderstanding that the choice that 
Illinois customers will have is to change delivery service 
providers as well as energy providers. This is not the case. 
The law limits the choice to energy only. You will continue 
to receive your electricity distribution from EIEC over its 
lines just as other locations are located where they are 
served by another utility. They will continue to be connected 
to that utility’s lines. We will continue to work on our 
position and keep you informed as we learn more about the 
rules that are being established. 

Last summer the industry experienced extreme shortages 
of power and the cost of market priced peaking power sky¬ 
rocketed. At the same time, Illinois had several generating 
plants down for emergency maintenance. This made our 
portion of the state vulnerable to rotating blackouts. We 

sent you a letter warning of the condition, but fortunately we were not subjected to the 
blackouts as anticipated. We also had power supply arrangements with Soyland Power 
Cooperative that kept us from experiencing the extremely high peak pricing. We expect 
pricing to be more moderate this summer, but it will be dictated by the market. Barring 
any emergency shut downs of generating plants, we are told that Illinois should have 
enough capacity available to handle the loads this summer. Soyland is taking steps to 
minimize its member cooperatives’ vulnerability to network power supply problems as 
well. 

This past year was historic because we paid off all of our Rural Utilities Service 
(formerly REA) long term debt and refinanced the debt with the National Rural Utilities 
Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC), a cooperative that loans to rural electric cooperatives 
and their subsidiaries. We made this change because CFC is much more flexible in 
allowing EIEC to utilize its diversification strategy for future options. This marks the first 
time since the beginning of the cooperative that we have not been associated with the 
former REA. 

Our subsidiary operations are doing very well. Rural TV, our oldest business, provides 
C-band programming. SkyQuest, our DIRECTV business, is the largest of those businesses. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO 
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It has grown to the point of having 11,000 customers. We hit the 10,000th customer on 
November 1st which was a major milestone for the company. Our Internet service business, 
IlliCom Net Service, is also growing. Utili-soft is our utility software business that has 
utility customers in several states and is growing monthly. Soyland has started a new 
subsidiary business named Alert Security and Energy Services, Inc. EIEC is housing a 
branch office and will work with Alert Security to market security systems. 

We surveyed the members this past year to learn of additional services that you might 
want to see us provide and security was overwhelmingly popular. We are investigating 
other opportunities that the survey results supported as well. 

We had good margins this year and it appears that we will be able to consider 
returning some money to the cooperative’s members this year. We are currently studying 
this to determine the best method to use to accomplish the best return to the members. 

Our long-term strategy is to have the cooperative in a competitive posture and to 
maximize the value of the organization to its members. We are excited about the pos¬ 
sibilities and we look foward to delivering the long awaited competitive rates during 2002. 

Now on to a subject that you are probably tired of already. That is the potential 
problems with computers and other microprocessors in the year 2000 (Y2K). The cooperative 
is working diligently toward being year 2000 compliant. We have established a team who 
is taking the lead on correcting all potential problems that we can identify. 

During this past year, two directors retired from the cooperative. Gene P. Warmbir of 
Clifton completed 26 years of service and Robert D. Thompson of Paxton completed 20 
years of service. We will miss both of these directors who have contributed significantly 
to the success of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative. 

Again this year, the board is recommending some minor changes to the bylaws for you 
to consider. 

Another board recommended change is to the Articles of Consolidation. This change 
serves to expand the services that the cooperative can provide. 

We hope to see you at your annual meeting on March 13th and that you will exercise 
your right as a member of the cooperative by voting during the meeting. 

Summary of proposed Articles of Consolidation 
and Bylaw Amendments 

The Articles of Consolidation and Bylaw 
amendments approved by the Board of Directors 
and recommended by it to the membership for 
adoption would effect the following changes: 

Articles of Consolidation 
The purposes for which said corporation is 

organized are: 
(a) Electrification of a cooperative basis; 
(b) The administration and operation of an 

organization on a Cooperative basis pro¬ 
ducing or funishing goods, services, or 
facilities primarily for the benefit of its 
members who are consumers of those 
goods, services or facilities; and 

(c) To have and exercise all powers neces¬ 
sary or convenient to effect any or all of 
the purposes for which the corporation is 
formed. 

Bylaws 
Amend Article I — Requirements for Mem¬ 

bership, Section 1.1, Subparagraph (a), by 
deleting the words, “a written” and inserting, in 

their place, the word “an” so that subparagraph 
(a) shall read: (a) Submitted an application for 
membership in the Cooperative. 

Amend Article III — Directors, Section 3.12: 
Accounting System and Reports, by deleting 
from the first sentence thereof the words: “such 
accounting system as may from time to time be 
designated by the Administrator of the Rural 
Electrification Administration of the United States 
of America” and substituting in their stead the 
following words: “generally accepted accounting 
principles as prescribed by the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants.” 

Amend Article XIII — Non-Profit Operation, 
Section 13.2, by deleting from the last sen¬ 
tence of the third paragraph of said section the 
words: “shall be allocated to the patrons on a 
patronage basis, and any amount so allocated 
shall be included as a part of the capital credited 
to the accounts of patrons, as herein provided” 
and substituting in their stead the following 
words: “become permanent equity of the 
Cooperative.” 
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Annual 
meeting 

SPECIAL 
“One Day 

Only” 

EIEC Members 
attending the 

Annual Meeting 
can purchase 

a DIRECTV System 
from SkyQuest 

at the 
Annual Meeting 

$99 plus tax 
Cash 8L Carry 

Lunch 
Chicken, beef, ham, 

mashed potatoes and 
gravy, green beans, corn, 
cole slaw, noodles and 
cobbler will be served from 
11 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 

Candidates for 
board of directors 

William R Raber, Saybrook 
Directorate District 2 

William P. Raber was elected to the Eastern 
Illinois Power Cooperative board in 1977. Prior 
to the consolidation, he served as president of 
the board for two years. After the consolidation, 
he served two more years as president of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative. He has also served 
as a director on the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives board. In 1991, he received the 
Professional Directors Certification from NRECA. 

Raber and his wife, Joyce, live in Anchor 
Township on a grain farm. Joyce is a registered nurse and has 
been employed by the Gibson City Clinic for the past 30 years. 
They have two daughters, Janine Gerber and Karla Carson, both 
of Raleigh, North Carolina. The Rabers have two granddaughters 
and one grandson. 

Raber is a McLean County Farm Bureau member and served 
on the board for nine years. He has served on the McLean County 
Board of Appeals and was a member and past president of the 
McLean County Pork Producers. A member of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Anchor, he has served on the church council and as 
Sunday School superintendent. In 1976, Raber was named the 
Jaycee Outstanding Young Farmer of McLean County and 
Pantagraph Young Farmer Winner. 

Donald Reitz, Gilman 
Directorate District 3 

Donald Reitz, a farmer from Gilman, raises 
purebred Hampshire hogs and produces corn 
and soybeans on his 700-acre farm. 

Reitz was first elected to the Eastern Illinois 
Power Cooperative board in 1985. He has served 
on the Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative board 
since consolidation and is the assistant secretary. 
In 1989, he received the Professional Directors 
Certification from the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

Reitz and his wife, Gloria, have two daughters and a son. A 
graduate of Gilman High School, he has served as a past president 
of the board of Zion United Church of Christ. Reitz is a member 
and past president of the Illinois Hampshire Association, the 
Illinois Spring Barrow Show and the Ford-Iroquois Pork Producers. 
He is also an assistant swine superintendent of the Iroquois 
County 4-H Fair. 
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Marion Chesnut, Rossville 
Directorate District 6 

Marion Chesnut was elected as a director to 
the board of Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative 
in 1985. He has served on the board of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative since consolidation and 
currently is the Chairman of the Board. 

He completed the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative’s Professional Directors Training 
Courses and was certified in 1988. He also has 
received the Credentialed Cooperative Director 
Certificate and Board Leadership Certificate from 

the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. Since 1992, 
he has served as the cooperative’s representative on the board of 
directors of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
now serves as Chairman of the Board. 

Chesnut is a native of the Rossville/Potomac area where he 
resides with his wife, Rita, and operates a grain farm. He is a 
graduate of Potomac High School and attended Illinois State 
University. The Chesnuts have a son, Todd, who is a paralegal 
and docketing supervisor for a law firm in Chicago; a daughter. 
Tara (Dale) Anderson of Hudson, who is 
a speech pathologist in the Lexington School System; and two 
grandchildren, Brandon and Rachel Anderson. 

Chesnut is a former member of the Vermilion County VOTEC 
Board, past president of the Potomac School Board, former 
Chairman of the Board at Potomac Church of Christ, and former 
Secretary of the Vermilion County FS Board. 

Laverl Byers, Tuscola 
Southern At Large District 

Laved Byers and his wife, Dolores, live on a 
grain farm near Tuscola. Byers began his ten¬ 
ure on the Illini Electric Cooperative board in 
October 1981 and is a past president. He has 
served on the Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
board since the consolidation and is a past 
president. Byers represented Illinois on the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) Region V Resolutions Committee for 
five years. In 1989, he received the Professional 

Directors Certification from NRECA. 
Byers has served on the board of Illini FS and the Douglas 

County Extension Council. He has served two terms on the State 
Extension Advisory Board and the Douglas County Farm Bureau 
board. He is the immediate past president of the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church where he and Dolores attend. He was elected and served 
one term on the Douglas County Board. He serves a s a director 
of First Mid-Illinois Bank of the Tuscola Unit. In 1989, Byers was 
selected as a Master Farmer by Prairie Farmer Magazine. 

The Byers have a daughter, Susan Harbaugh, and two grand¬ 
children. Susan and her husband, Larry, operate a grain farm in 
Douglas County. 
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Prizes • Prizes 
Prizes 

Two 18-inch DIRECTV 
Systems will be given 
away. We require that the 
DIRECTV systems be in¬ 
stalled in SkyQuest’s au¬ 
thorized territory. Winners 
will be responsible for 
taxes. 

Two 80-gallon water 
heaters will be awarded. 
We do require that the 
water heaters be installed 
on the cooperative’s lines. 

Fifty prizes, including 
$25 bill credits, will be 
given at the close of the 
business meeting. 

• Eligibility for prizes: To 
be eligible for all prize 
drawings, you must be 
registeredjor this year’s 
annual meeting by 
1 p.m. You must be 
present to win. 
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Children’s ID 
Program 

The Paxton Police De¬ 
partment will be available 
to take inkless finger 
prints and photos of your 
children and establish 
their ID records. 

Child Care 
Bring your children. 

Child care will be provided 
from 12:45 p.m. until the 
end of the business meet¬ 
ing for all children ages 
two and older. 

(L to R): Darrell Abrahamson of Loda, Roger R. Ebert of 
Onarga, Michael Kane of Cullom, Richard D. LaFond of Donovan, 
Eugene Kamradt of Tolono, Wayne F. Apperson of Foosland, 
Terry Bose of Anchor, Richard L. Davis of Longview, Duane 
Schluter of Penfield, John Wilkening of Cissna Park, and 
Loren W. Schable of Atwood. 

Nominating Committee 
selects candidates 

The Nominating Committee held a meeting at the headquarters 
of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative in Paxton on November 2, 
1998. 

The committee nominated candidates for four EIEC directorships: 
William P. Raber, Saybrook, Directorate District 2; Donald Reitz, 
Gilman, Directorate District 3; Marion Chesnut, Rossville, Directorate 
District 6; and Laverl Byers, Tuscola, Southern At Large District. 

Additionally, the committee nominated two candidates in 
Directorate Districts 1, 4 and 8 for the Nominating Committee 
election. 

Sample Ballot — Election of Directors 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
March 13, 1999 — Paxton, Illinois 

For Director from 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 2 
(3-Year Term) 

(Vote for one) 
□ William P. Raber, Saybrook 
□ 

For Director from 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 3 
(3-year Term) 

(Vote for one) 
□ Donald Reitz, Gilman 
□ 

For Director from 
DIRECTORATE DISTRICT 6 
(3-Year Term) 

(Vote for one) 
□ Marion Chesnut, Rossville 
□ 

For Director from 
SOUTHERN AT LARGE DISTRICT 
(3-Year Term) 

(Vote for one) 
□ Laverl Byers, Tuscola 
□ 
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Nominating Committee Election results 
Tellers from Directorate Districts 1,4 and 8 counted Nominating 

Committee ballots at the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton on 
December 18, 1998. The ballots were mailed to members in those 
districts on December 4, 1998. French L. Fraker, attorney for the 
cooperative, supervised the ballot counting and tallying. 

Jerry Oyer of Gibson City, Lawrence Hadler of Rantoul, John 
Lubben of Watseka, Johnnie Hoyer of Martinton, William Schable 
of Atwood and Ronald Day of Hammond served as tellers. 

A total of 3,625 ballots were mailed to members and 992 were 
returned, or 27 percent. 

Elected to serve three-year terms on the Nominating Committee 
were: 

District 1 
Member, Wayne F. Aperson, Foosland 

Alternate, Justin Kneeland, Dewey 

District 4 
Member, Michael Caise, Beaverville 
Alternate, David Munson, Donovan 

District 8 
Member, David Schmidt, Ivesdale 
Alternate, Monda Reeder, Atwood 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors 

Marion 
Chesnut 

(Chairman) 
Rossville 

Bradley J. 
Ludwig 

(Vice Chairman) 
Fithian 

Glenn R. 
Anderson 
(Secretary) 
Kempton 

Herbert L. 
Aden 

(T reasurer) 
Newman 

Donald Reitz 
(Assistant 
Secretary) 

Gilman 

Robert W. 
Bauer 

Cissna Park 

Laverl Byers 
Tuscola 

Charles D 
Day, Jr. 
Bement 

Larry Knox 
Dewey 

Harold M. Loy 
Beaverville 

William P. 
Raber 

Saybrook 

French L. 
Fraker 

(Attorney) 
Champaign 

Free 
blood 

pressure 
checks 

$6 
diabetes screening 

$6 
cholesterol checks 

The Ford-Iroquois 
Health Department will be 
available to check your 
blood pressure free of 
charge. 

They will also do dia¬ 
betes screening and cho¬ 
lesterol checks for $6 
each. If you plan to take 
advantage of the diabetes 
screening, please do it 
before you eat lunch. 
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Minutes of 11th Annual Meeting of Members 
The 11"1 Annual Meeting of Members of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative was 

held in the gymnasium of the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School. 700 West Orleans 
Street, Paxton, Illinois on Saturday, March 14, 1998 at 1:00 p.m. The meeting was 
called to order by Chairman of the Board Marion Chesnut who presided and acted as 
Chairman. Glenn R. Anderson. Secretary of the Cooperative, acted as Secretary of 
the meeting and kept the minutes thereof. 

The Chairman announced that the Credentials Committee, consisting of the regis¬ 
tration stall, had informed him that there were 436 members present in person and 
none by proxy. Therefore, the attendance in person and by proxy being in excess of 
200 members, as required by the Bylaws, the Chairman announced that a quorum was 
in attendance and he declared the meeting duly constituted to transact business. 

Presentation of colors 
The presentation of colors was conducted by Pack 32 of the Boy Scouts of 

America, followed by the recitation by the membership of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Following this, the members were led in the singing of the National Anthem by 
Director Larry Knox. 
Invocation 

The invocation was delivered by Director Harold Loy. 
Notice ot meeting 

Secretary Glenn R. Anderson read the official notice ot the meeting and the proot 
of mailing thereof. 1 he Chairman directed the Secretary to annex to the minutes of 
this meeting a copy of said notice together with the affidavit of mailing thereof. 
Approval of minutes 

The minutes of the Tenth Annual Meeting of Members held March 8. 1997. as 
printed in the official notice of this annual meeting, were presented for consideration. 
Member John Wilkening made a motion that the rules be suspended, that the reading 
of the minutes of the 1997 annual meeting of members be waived and that said minutes 
be approved as printed in the official annual meeting notice and brochure. His motion 
was seconded by member Kenneth Lehmann and was unanimously carried. 
Report of Treasurer 

Herbert L. Aden, Treasurer of the Cooperative, presented the annual financial 
reports for the calendar year 1997. Director Aden reviewed the financial reports as 
printed in the annual meeting notice and brochure and furnished the members with 
the following information: 

As of December 31, 1997. the total net value of the Cooperatives assets was 
$40,522,839. Our liabilities, on that date, totaled $32,896,336 and our net worth 
totaled $14,399,425. 

Gross receipts for the year totaled $20,425,672 whereas the total cost of electric 
service was $19,210,053. Operating margins for the year were $1,215,619 and total 
margins for the year amounted to a loss of $221,985. Director Aden explained that 
the losses reflected by the financial reports were the result of losses incurred by Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative, Inc.’s subsidiary operations. Margins realized from the 
operation of the electric service provided by Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
totaled $1,215,619. Director Aden expressed the hope that the subsidiaries will com¬ 
mence profitable operations in 1998. Members were advised that the Cooperative has 
adopted a new strategic plan of operations and. further, that it is anticipated that 
rates will become lower by the year 2002. 

Following the presentation of the Treasurer s report. Member Laverl Byers moved 
that the Treasurer s report for the year 1997 be approved as presented. His motion 
was seconded by member Marvin Miller and was unanimously carried. 
Introduction of directors, spouses and guests 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut introduced members of the Board of Directors 
and their wives and President/CEO Wm. David Champion. Jr. and French L. Fraker. the 
Cooperative’s attorney. Special guests attending the meeting were then introduced by 
Vice-Chairman Bradley J. Ludwig, including Judy Myers, candidate for the State Senate. 
Report of essay contest winner 

Andrew Sefranek was announced as the winner of the 1997 Essay Contest con¬ 
ducted by the Cooperative. He received, as his award, a trip to Washington, D.C. and 
a $200 US. Savings Bond. Using a video report, he reported his experiences on his 
trips to Springfield and Washington, D.C. while on the’Wouth to Washington Tour.” 
He reported that it was a very worthwhile trip, one filled with interesting information 
and pleasurable experiences. He thanked the Cooperative for making this trip pos¬ 
sible for him and urged other high school students to enter this contest. 
Entertainment 

Assistant Secretary Donald Reitz introduced a musical group from the University 
of Illinois Girls’Glee Club known as “The Girls Next Door.”The group provided a 
remarkably entertaining musical program with a variety of songs, some humorous, others 
more serious. The group received a resounding ovation from an appreciative audience. 
Report of Chairman and President/CEO 

Using a video report to present their annual report. Chairman of the Board 
Marion Chesnut and President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. reviewed and sum¬ 
marized the operations of the Cooperative during 1997. They discussed the changing 
environment in the electric utility industry brought about by the adoption of the 
Deregulation Act by the Illinois Legislature. Under this law, the electric utility indus¬ 
try will be altered in form from a monopolistic business to a deregulated one in which 
consumers may choose their energy supplier. This option will become available to resi¬ 
dential users in the year 2002. The members were advised that electric cooperatives 
are not presently subject to this new act but are given the option to participate if they 
so desire. The Board of Directors of this Cooperative will be studying this option 

over the next few months to determine what course they will choose to follow. 
The members were advised that this Cooperative’s wholesale power supplier, 

Soyland Power Cooperative, Inc., will be in a position to provide competitively priced 
energy by the end of 2001 and the resulting savings will be passed along to our mem¬ 
bers in the form of lower rates. 

During the past year, the Cooperative has commenced a program to reduce operating 
costs to a competitive level by the year 2000. To accomplish this, an early retirement 
plan was offered to our employees and nearly one-third of them took advantage of the 
plan and have retired. Management is careful, however, to be certain to provide quality 
service to our members despite the reduction in the number of personnel. 

The members were told that the Board of Directors is offering at this meeting a 
Bylaw Admendment which will reduce the size of the Board but still provide equitable 
member representation. The Board recommends that these Bylaw changes be approved 
by the membership. 

President Champion furnished the membership with a report on the recent severe 
storm damage that the Cooperative sustained. The estimated cost of repairing the 
damage caused bv this storm will approach $500,000. He announced that Unlimited 
Visions, the Cooperative’s subsidiary, is creating an Internet service company and is in 
partnership with the Paxton-Buckley-Loda School District in this project. He also 
announced that SkyQuest is moving its office from downtown Paxton to the 
Cooperative’s headquarters building. 

Report of Nominating Committee 
John Wilkening presented the report of the Nominating Committee advising that 

the following candidates had been nominated from the following districts for the 
position of Director of the Cooperative. 

Gene P. Warmbir District 3 
Harold M. Loy District 4 
Larry Knox District 7 
Charles D. Day District 11 

The Committee also reported that two candidates each had been named for elec¬ 
tion as members of the Nominating Committee from Districts 2, 6, 8, 9 and 13. The 
members were also advised that tellers from these Districts had met on December 19, 
1997 to count and tally the ballots cast for the election of members and alternate 
members of the Nominating Committee. The result of that election was: 

District Member Alternate 
2 J.Orin Taylor Michael Kane 
6 Darrel Abrahamson James D. Ehmen 
8 Duane Schluter Richard Rademacher 
9 John Wilkening Robert Koester 
13 Richard Davis Malcolm McIntyre 

Election of Directors 
At the request of the Chairman, the election of Directors was conducted by French 

L. Fraker, attorney for the Cooperative. Mr. Fraker presented the names of the can¬ 
didates as nominated by the Nominating Committee. He also advised that only one 
candidate had been nominated for Director from each Directorate-District so that 
there was no contest for any Directorship up for election. He further advised that the 
Bylaws of the Cooperative provide that, in such event, the election of Directors may 
be by voice vote if a majority of those members present in person or by proxy shall so 
determine. Thereafter, on motion duly made by Member Gayle Ford, seconded by 
Member Marvin Lewis and unanimously carried, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS no more than one candidate has been nominated for each Director to be 
elected at this meeting so that there is no contest for any Directorship up for election, 
and 

WHEREAS the Bylaws of this Cooperative provide that, in such event, the election 
of Directors may be by voice vote if a majority of the members present in person or 
proxy at this meeting shall so determine; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the election of Directors by written 
ballot be waived and that said election shall be by voice vote; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all of those Directors nominated by the 
Nominating Committee, to wit: 

District 3 Gene P. Warmbir 
District 4 Harold M. Loy 
District 7 Larry Knox 
District 11 Charles D. Day, Jr. 

shall be and the same are hereby declared to be duly elected to the Board of Directors 
of Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative to hold office for a term of three years until the 
Annual Meeting of Members in the year 2001 or until their successors shall have been 
elected and qualified. 

Following the adoption of this resolution, the Chairman declared that the fol¬ 
lowing named members had been duly elected as Directors from their respective 
District, to hold office for a term of three years until the Annual Meeting of Members 
in the year 2001 or until their successors shall have been elected and qualified: 

District 3 Gene P. Warmbir 
District 4 Harold M. Loy 
District 7 Larry Knox 
District 11 Charles D. Day, Jr. 

Consideration of proposed Bylaw Amendments 
The members next considered a group of amendments to the Cooperative’s Bylaws 

which had been approved by the Board of Directors and which were recommended to 
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the membership for adoption by the Board. At the request of the Chairman, Mr. Fraker 
assumed the Chair to present these proposed Bylaw Amendments to the membership. He 
discussed the proposed amendments and the purposes of them and furnished the mem¬ 
bers with a summary of them. He also noted that the summary of the proposed Bylaw 
Amendments had been printed in the Notice of the Annual Meeting and Brochure so 
that all members had been furnished an opportunity to be advised to the purpose and 
effect of these amendments. Following his presentation and after consideration by the 
membership, on motion duly made by Member Marvin Miller, seconded by Member Kyle 
Finley and unanimously carried, the following resolution was adopted: 
RESOLVED that the Bylaws of this Cooperative shall be amended in the following 
manner: 
Amend Article III — Directors — as follows: 
(1) Delete Section 3.1: Number and General Powers, and substitute in its stead the 
following: 
Section 3.1 Number and General Powers 

The business and affairs of the cooperative shall be managed by a Board of 
Directors which shall exercise all of the powers of the Cooperative except such as are 
by law or by the Cooperative’s Articles of Consolidation or Bylaws conferred upon or 
reserved to the members. 

Such Board shall be comprised of not more than twelve (12) members in 1999 
and eleven (11) members thereafter, who shall be elected by the membership of the 
Cooperative following fair and equitable rules and procedures to be established by the 
Board of Directors but subject to the following requirements. The Board shall estab¬ 
lish nine (9) Directorate Districts numbered one (1) through nine (9) and two (2) at 
large Districts, one North and one South, and shall determine the geographical 
boundaries of each of said Districts; provided that Districts one (1) through nine (9) 
shall each contain approximately the same number of members of the Cooperative 
residing therein so that all members shall have fair and substantially equal represen¬ 
tation on the Board of Directors. The boundaries of all Districts may be changed 
from time to time by the Board of Directors when it deems it necessary to accom¬ 
modate population changes to equalize member representation by the Board; provided 
the membership shall be given reasonable notice of any such change at least sixty (60) 
days prior to the next annual meeting of members. 

One (1) director shall be elected from each numbered Directorate District (Districts 
1 through 9) by the vote of all members present in person or by proxy at the Annual 
Meeting of Members and candidates for election from that District must reside in 
that District. In addition, one (1) director shall be elected from each of the at large 
districts by the vote of all members of the Cooperative voting in such election. 
Candidates for Director at Large from the northern at large district must reside in 
that district and candidates for Director at Large from the southern at large district 
must reside in the southern district. 

Provided, however, notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions, after the elec¬ 
tion of directors at the 1998 Annual Meeting of Members, all directors then in office 
shall serve at large until their terms of office shall expire, at which time candidates for 
their respective positions on the Board of Directors shall be elected from said num¬ 
bered districts 1 through 9 or from the at large districts. Candidates must advise the 
Nominating Committee whether they wish to run for office from the numbered district 
in which they reside or at large from the at large district in which they reside. 

Except as provided in these bylaws, all other rules and regulations governing the 
election of directors, shall be determined by the Board of Directors, whose decision 
in such matters shall control and be final. 
(2) Delete Section 3.2: Election and Terms of Office, and substitute in its stead the 
following: 
Section 3.2: Election and Terms of Office. 

Commencing with the 1999 annual meeting, the election of directors shall be 
held as follows: 
Year of Election From District No. 

1999 2,3 and 6 
2000 5, 7 and 9 
2001 1,4 and 8 

and continuing in that rotation thereafter. 
The term of office for each director shall be three (3) years or until his or her suc¬ 

cessor shall have been elected and qualified. No director may serve as such for more than 
five (5) consecutive three (3) year terms except that for directors serving on the Board on 
March 18,1989, such 5-term limitation shall not commence until such time as they have 
first stood for re-election after that date. Any director who has served five (5) consecutive 
three (3) year terms may be eligible for re-election or appointment to the Board after an 
interval of three (3) years from the expiration of his fifth three (3) year term. 

At Large 
1 director (from Southern District) 
1 director (from Northern District) 
0 

(3) Delete in their entirety the following sections of said Article III — Directors: 
Section 3.5: Tenure 
Section 3.6: Directorate Districts 

And add the following Section 3.5 entitled “Nominating Committee” 
Section3.5: Nominating Committee. 

Each year the Nominating Committee currently in office shall nominate a slate 
of candidates for the Nominating committee for the ensuing year comprised of at 
least two members from each directorate district from which candidates are to be 
elected. The Nominating Committee shall be elected by mail, by written ballot, by the 
members residing in the same district as the candidates to be elected, under such fair 
and equitable rules and procedures as the Board of Directors shall from time to time 
provide. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes from each district shall 
be the member of the Nominating Committee representing that district and the can¬ 
didate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be the alternate member of 
the Nominating Committee from that district. The position of candidates on the bal¬ 
lot shall be determined by lot conducted by the Board of Directors. 

The term of office of each member and alternate member of the Nominating 
Committee shall be for three (3) years from the date of his or her election. If, for any 
reason, a regular member of the Nominating Committee is unable or unwilling to 
serve, his or her alternate shall serve in his or her stead. In the event of the death or 
resignation or both the member and his or her alternate member, the Board of 
Directors shall appoint a new member and alternate member from the same district to 
fill the remainder of the term of the member and alternate member whose vacancy is 
being filled. Terms shall be staggered according to the following rotation schedule: 

Year of Election District No. 
1999 1,4 and 8 
2000 2, 3 and 6 
2001 5, 7 and 9 

and continuing in the same rotation schedule thereafter. 
(4) Delete Section 3.7: Nominations, and substitute in its stead the following: 
Section 3.6: Nominations 

Candidates for the Board of Directors shall be nominated by a Nominating 
Committee, elected by the members as hereinbefore provided in Section 3.5, 
Nominating Committee, and, in addition thereto, other candidates for the Board of 
Directors may be nominated by petition signed by not less than twenty-five (25) mem¬ 
bers and filed with the Secretary of the Cooperative not less than forty-live (45) days 
prior to the Annual Meeting of Members. Nominations from the floor shall not be 
permitted. The Nominating Committee shall prepare and post at the principal office 
of the Cooperative at least thirty (30) days before the Annual meeting a list of its 
nominations for directors and the Secretary shall post, at the same time and place, the 
names of candidates duly nominated by petition. 

A specimen ballot marked “Ballot for Directors” containing the names and 
addresses of all nominees listed in the order determined by lot conducted by the Board 
of Directors shall be printed in or mailed with the notice of the Annual Meeting. The 
Secretary shall also have printed in or mailed with the said notice of the meeting or 
separately, not less than ten (10) days prior to said annual meeting, a statement of the 
number of directors to be elected and the districts from which they are to be elected 
and showing separately the nominations made by the nominating committee and the 
nominations made by petition. The members may, at any meeting at which a director 
shall be removed, as herein provided, elect his or her successor without compliance 
with the forgoing provisions with respect to nominations. Notwithstanding anything 
contained in this Section, failure to comply with any of the provisions of this Section 
shall not affect, in any manner whatsoever, the validity of any election of directors or 
any action taken by the Board of Directors after the election of directors. 
(5) Renumber Sections 3.8; Section 3.9; Section 3.10; Section 3.11; and Section 3.12 
as follows: 

Section 3.7 
Section 3.8 
Section 3.9 
Section 3.10 
Section 3.11 

Vacancies 
Removal of Directors 
Compensation and Expenses 
Additional Powers of Board of Directors and 
Accounting Systems and Reports 

Question and answer period 
Directors Chesnut and Ludwig received questions from the floor and written ques¬ 

tions which had been submitted by Members. One member raised a question about the 
payment of capital credits to the heirs of a deceased member and was advised that the 
Cooperative has a procedure to make such payments if application is made. Another 
question was asked as to why SkyQuest employed so many people. It was explained 
that a full staff was necessary to service the many customers of SkyQuest as it has 
several thousand units in service. Other questions were raised as to the survey con¬ 
ducted by the Cooperative and the theory of sampling technique when taking a survey. 
Another member wanted to know why the rate could not be printed on the bill. 
President Champion explained that it can be and used to be but that it had been deleted 
to simplify the bill form. He also explained that a new bill form is being developed 
and will be in use shortly. 
Presentation of service pin to Cooperative’s attorney 

President Champion called Mr. Fraker, the Cooperative s attorney, to the podium 
and presented him with a 55-year service pin. He advised the members that Mr. Fraker 
had commenced representing Illini Electric Cooperative and Eastern Illinois Power 
Cooperative in 1942, long before they were consolidated and has served as counsel of 
the Cooperative ever since. This is his 56'h year as attorney for the Cooperative and 
President Champion expressed his appreciation to Mr. Fraker for his capable services 
and loyalty to the Cooperative through these many many years. 

In response, Mr. Fraker addressed the membership, telling them that it has been a 
pleasure to serve as counsel for Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, Inc. and its predeces¬ 
sor cooperatives and that he has always regarded rural electric cooperatives as his very 
special clients. He declared that he strongly believed in the cooperative way of business 
and he congratulated the membership for their support of rural electric cooperatives. 
Other business 

The Chairman called for any old business to come before the meeting but none 
was presented. He then asked if there was any new business to be presented but none 
was brought before the meeting. Therefore, there being no further business to come 
before the meeting, on motion duly made by DirectorThompson, seconded by Director 
Byers and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned. 
Drawing for prizes 

A drawing for prizes was conducted immediately following the adjournment of 
the meeting. 

APPROVED: Secretary 

Chairman 

MARCH 1999 



Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative Employees 

Wm. David Champion, Jr. 
President/CEO. 

(L to R) Jeannie Kingston, Manager of 
Administrative Services; Glenda Frette, 
Administrative Assistant. 

(L to R standing) Brian Stagen, Accounting Supervisor; 
Cheryl Henson, Accountant; Angie Mowrer, Accountant; 
Brandon Jackson, Manager of Customer & Financial 
Services (seated) Stacy Connor, Benefits Administrator. 

(L to R) Kevin Osterbur, IlliCom Net Service 
Manager, Tina Behrends, Accounting Clerk. 

◄ (L to R standing) Gayle Ford, Customer 
Services Representative; Mary Ann 
Buhrmaster, Manpower employee; Debbie 
Behrens, Customer Services Represen¬ 
tative; Susan Brown, Customer Services 
Representative (seated) Mary Foley, 
Customer Services Supervisor. 
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◄ (L to R) Dustin Tripp, 
Manager of Operations & 
Engineering; Mike Anderson, 
Electric System Coordinator; 
Jan Reiter, Electric System 
Representative; Alan 
Schweighart, Operations & 
Safety Coordinator. 

(L to R) Jerry Haile, ► 
Engineering Technician/ 
Serviceman; Rusty Snider, 
Electric System Engineering 
Technician/Serviceman; Bill 
Hoffschneider, Engineering 
Technician/Serviceman. 

◄ (Lto R) Don Gerdes, Journeyman 
Forester; Dean Price, Forestry 
Foreman. 

SkyQuest ► 
Employees 

(L to R) Judy 
Plackett, Customer 
Services Repre¬ 
sentative; Kathy 
Lantz, Customer 
Services Repre¬ 
sentative; Nikki 
Newman, ICE 
student; Jeannine 
Howe, Super-visor 
of Office Opera¬ 
tions; Jennifer Pitman, Customer Services Representative; Brian Ronna, Customer Services 
Representative; Kelly Glazik, Customer Services Representative; David Lithgow, SkyQuest Manager. 

MARCH 1999 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 18k 



4 (L to R standing) 
Brad Weisenbarn, 
Service Technician; 
Luke Olmstead, 
Service Techni¬ 
cian; Dennis 
Kingren, Ware¬ 
houseman (seated) 
Mike Zalaker, Man¬ 
ager of Physical 
Resources. 

Paxton Line Crew ^ 
(L to R) Scott Bayles, Fore¬ 
man; Jeff Backford, Jour¬ 
neyman Lineman; Mike 
Bristle, Apprentice Lineman. 

4 Paxton Line Crew 
(L to R) Steve Moore, Fore¬ 
man; Keith Bergman, Sub¬ 
foreman; Mike Batte, 
Apprentice Lineman. 

(Lto R) Mark Scheiwe, Paxton ► 
Serviceman; John Mount, 
Cropsey Serviceman; Tim 
Kulow, Paxton Serviceman; 
Kevin Dettmering, Hoopeston 
Serviceman. 
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Pesotum Employees 

SkyQuest Employees 
(L to R standing) Arnold “Junior” Price, 
Technician; Jason Elliott, Technician; Bob 
Piechaczek, Technician (seated) Ken 
Mutchmore, Supervisor of Field Operations. 

Gilman Employees ^ 
(L to R) Cliff Miller, Gilman 
Serviceman; Doug Vaughn, 
Foreman; Dan Fleming, Ap¬ 
prentice Lineman; Lyle Kofoot, 
Watseka Serviceman. 

(L to R standing) John Higgins, Serviceman, Joe Heyen, 
Line Foreman; Matt Eisenmenger, Journeyman Lineman 
(L to R seated)Doug Elrod, Serviceman; Rod Blackburn, 
Subforeman. 

< Utili~soft employees 
(L to R standing) Dondra Wilson, Receptionist, Chris Reynolds, 
Programmer (seated) Norman “Mac” McDonald, Field Technician. 

► 
(Lto R standing) Wayne Tobeck, SkyQuest Sales 
Coordinator; Mike Wilson, SkyQuest Sales 
Representative; Gary Van Gorden, Key Accounts 
Representative, Pat Gallahue, Marketing 
Advisor; Tim Frick, Marketing Specialist; John 
Jeffers, SkyQuest Sales Representative. (L to 
R seated) Julie White, SkyQuest Marketing 
Coordinator; Bob Dickey, Manager of Marketing 
& Economic Development; Chris Johnson, 
Marketing Specialist. 
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Treasurer’s 
report 

Herbert L. Aden 

Where your electric 
dollar went in 1998 

Cost of 
power 
61.80 

Operating 
expenses 

21.90 

^Taxes .20 

Interest 7.50 

Depreciation 8.60 

The enclosed financial information represents the cooperative’s 
operation for the full calendar year 1998. These reports were 
taken directly from the cooperative’s books and records which are 
currently being audited by the auditing firm of Kerber, Eck & 
Braeckel, LLP, Springfield, Illinois. The American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants sets the standards and scope of the audit. 

Interesting information about your cooperative’s progress and what 
it means to local business 

1998 1997 
Total value of electric plant  $56,717,785 $55,669,567 
Total miles of distribution lines  4,507 4,502 
Average plant investment per mile  $12,584 $12,366 
Average number of consumers served  13,123 13,028 
Average number of consumers 

per mile of line  2.92 2.90 
Average plant investment 

per consumer served   $4,322 $4,273 
Total cost of purchased power  $12,014,738 $11,384,517 
Maximum monthly KW demand  42,813 48,427 
Total KWH purchased by cooperative   204,293,902 204,873,864 
Total KWH purchased by members  187,232,419 188,001,801 
Average KWH used 

per month per member  1,189 1,203 
Total operating revenue  $20,528,833 $20,425,672 
Average monthly electric bill per member .. $130 $131 
Average monthly revenue per mile of line .. $380 $378 
Average ownership equity per member  $1,175 $1,105 
Total taxes paid  $968,831 $1,060,459 
Number of Co-op owned vehicles  47 47 
Miles traveled by Co-op vehicles  685,874 742,576 
Total transportation costs  $355,595 $415,889 
Average cost per mile 

traveled by Co-op vehicles  $0.5185 $0.5601 

A Natural High 
The real test of anything special is its ability to survive and 

flourish. With their distinctive sound, “A Natural High” has been 
performing for 16 years and brings audiences to their feet wherever 
they go. They sing the good songs, celebrating joy, harmony and 
happiness at being together. Their close relationship enables them 
to think with one musical mind and perform with a single thrilling 
voice. 

Whether it’s gospel, patriotic, big band sounds or rock ‘n’ roll, 
you’ll find yourself humming along as you experience their 
philosophy that music is “A Natural High.” 



Members financial report 
As of December 31, 1998. What We Own (Assets): 
Total cost of our system is  $56,717,785 
We estimate it has depreciated  16,243,546 
The net value of our system is  
We have cash on hand and in banks amounting to  
We have funds invested in short-term securities   
We have invested in CFC and associated organizations  
We have owing us for electric service furnished to members  
We have owing us for materials sold or other services rendered.. 
We have owing us for interest on invested funds   
The value of our stock of materials and supplies amounts to   
Our prepaid expenses; deferred charges 
and miscellaneous assets amount to  

Total Owned  

$40,474,239 
186,452 

1,947,622 
738,284 

1,851,520 
28,208 
17,617 

576,616 

1.154.178 
$46.974.736 

What we owe (Liabilities): 
We borrowed from RUS and CFC   
We have paid back  
We still owe RUS and CFC   
We owe for power, materials, taxes and interest  
Customer’s deposits paid  
Deferred credits and miscellaneous liabilities amount to 
Other Non-current liabilities   
Total Liabilities  
Our equity (Net Worth): 
Membership fees and other capital  
Patronage capital and operating margins   
Non-operating margins  
Total Equity    
Total Liabilities and Net Worth   

$28,516,653 
1,355,553 

$27,161,100 
1,780,831 

106,290 
38,633 

2,463,752 
$31.550.606 

($3,338,846) 
18,377,434 

385,542 
15.424.130 

$46.974.736 

Statement of receipts and expenses 
Our Receipts: 
We sold electric service amounting to  $20,351,796 
Other receipts amounted to     177,037 
Total receipts for the year  $20,528,833 

Other Expenses: 
Electric power cost us  
Operations and maintenance expenses  
Consumer accounting and collecting expenses.. 
Customer assistance expenses  
General office salaries and expenses  
Legal engineering and auditing services   
Insurance expenses  
Administrative and general expense  
We estimate our system depreciated (this year) 
Our taxes were  
Our interest to RUS and CFC was  
Our total cost of electric service was  
Operating margins for the year were  
Interest and other non-operating revenues were 
Total margins for the year were  

$12,014,738 
1,690,929 

418,097 
384,909 
658,251 

78,905 
135,199 
905,241 

1,669,515 
35,442 

1,463,210 
$19,454.436 

$1,074,397 
28,505 

$1,045,892 

Operating statistics 
1998 

Cost of purchased power  $12,014,738 
Total KWH purchased  204,293,902 
Total KWH sold  187,232,419 
Average number consumers served  13,123 
Average KWH usage per month per consumer  1,189 
Average cost per KWH to consumers  10.9644C 

1997 
$11,384,517 
204,873,864 
188,001,801 

13,028 
1,203 

10.8646C 

1996 
$13,058,382 
206,830,009 
188,245,755 

12,971 
1,209 

10.8898C 
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Long-term obligation to RUS and CFC 

Total Loans Approved  
Total Funds Advanced  
Accrued-Deferred Interest  
Total Obligation  
Payments made on Principal when Due . 
Payments made on Principal in Advance 
Total Payments  
Net Obligation  

RUS 
$37,837,000 
$37,837,000 

$37,837,000 
$16,375,841 
$21,461,159 
$37,837,000 
$ 0 

CFC 
$28,677,102 
$28,516,653 

$28,516,653 
$1,355,553 

$1,355,553 
$27,161,100 

Total Interest Paid to Date $17,816,982 $7,143,287 

Total 
$65,514,102 
$66,353,653 

$66,353,653 
$17,731,394 

$39,192,553 
$27,161,100 

$24,960,269 

Board meeting report 
The Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative Board of Directors held its regular monthly 

meeting at the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton on January 26,1999. 
Minutes of the December 15,1998, special board meeting and December 22, 

1998, regular board meeting were approved. 
The December 31,1998, statement of revenues and expenses including the 

following information was approved: Total Operating Revenues $1,585,223, Total 
Operating Expenses $388,616. Total Cost of Electric Service $1,655,946, Operating 
Margins ($70,723), Total Margins ($9,670) and Year-To-Date Margins $1,459,939. 

In December, 81 members joined the cooperative and 74 terminated their 
membershios. 

Director Raber, chairman of the Annual Meeting Planning Committee, indicated 
the committee had met priorto the board meeting to finalize plans forthe March 13 
annual meeting. It will be held at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda High School in Paxton. 
Entertainment will be provided by “A Natural High”. Prizes will include two DIRECTV 
Svstems. two water heaters. 25 prizes. $25 bill credits and the attendance gift will 
be a stainless steel carving fork. A catered lunch of chicken, beef, ham, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, corn, green beans, cole slaw, noodles and cobbler will be 
provided. The report was approved. 

A report of the December 29 Audit and Finance Committee was given by Director 
Day, chairman of the committee. In accordance with the cooperative’s bylaws, the 
committee examined the accounts of the cooperative and reviewed expense 
statements, disbursements and supporting data. All records were found to be in 
order. The board approved the report. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced the Policy, Regulation/Member & 
Public Relations Committee will meet February 15. 

A summary of the January 21 meeting of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives was given by Chairman of the Board Chesnut. Financial, legislative, 
engineering. Y2K and regulatory issues were reviewed. 

Director Ludwig highlighted the January 20 Soyland Power Cooperative board 
meeting. President/CEO Champion also attended. Illinois Power President/CEO Charles 
Bayless was the guest speaker. Soyland Chairman Champion announced new com¬ 
mittee assignments. Financial, power supply, Y2K and marketing reports were given. 

     Ml 3 

Soyland’s annual meeting will be held March 17 in Decatur. 
Director Knox highlighted the NRECA Course 2610.2 “Board Roles and 

Relationships” that he had attended at AIEC in Springfield on January 5-6. 
In other action, the board selected Director Ludwig and President/CEO Champion 

as the Soyland directors and Director Knox as the alternate director; Director Anderson 
was selected as the delegate for the March 9 CFC annual meeting which will be held 
in Anaheim. California, and Director Byers was selected as the alternate. Additionally, 
the board approved changing the interest rate on the EIEC loan program to 6.5 
percent effective May 1,1999; presenting Bylaw and Articles of Consolidation amend¬ 
ments to the membership for their consideration at the March 13 annual meeting: 
conducting a board/staff planning day March 29; amending Policy 306, Insurance 
— Employees Hospitalization and Medical Plan; and modifying the Flexible Benefit 
Plan. 

President Champion furnished the board with the following information: the 
cooperative has received a Certificate of Excellence from the Rural Electric Safety 
Accreditation Committee; a Y2K committee has been established to ensure the 
cooperative is compliant, personnel changes; and feedback from the VOICE (Valuing 
Our Internal Customers Expectations) Program. 

President/CEO Champion indicated a safety meeting was held January 12. He 
also provided the board with a comprehensive January job training and safety 
activities report. 

The Board went into Executive Session. 
After reconvening in regular session, Manager of Marketing & Economic 

Development Bob Dickey reported on Rural TV activities. President/CEO Champion 
summarized the activities of Utili~soft and indicated Alert Security & Energy 
Services, Inc. will open for business at ElEC’s headquarters on February 1. SkyQuest 
Manager Dave Lithgow indicated SkyQuest has 10,930 DIRECTV subscribers. IlliCom 
Net Service Manager Kevin Osterbur reported that the Internet business is now 
providing local dial-up access in Paxton, Loda, Buckley, Roberts, Melvin and Sibley. 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was 
adjourned. 

1999 Annual Meeting 
Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 

As a member of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative, an Illinois Corporation, I, the undersigned, hereby 
appoint: 

my proxy to vote in my stead at the 1999 Annual Meeting of Members to be held at the Paxton-Buckley- 
Loda High School, Paxton, Illinois, on March 13, 1999. This proxy is unlimited as to matters on which 
it may be voted. 

Date      
(Signature of Member Giving Proxy) 

Under the Bylaws, no member may vote as a proxy for more than three members and the presence of 
a member at the meeting revokes a proxy heretoiore given. 
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Students at Parkland College are now able to get hands-on experience servicing and trouble-shooting 
geothermal heating and cooling systems, thanks to a donation made by three area firms. Eastern lllini 
Electric Cooperative, WaterFurnace of Illinois and Hoveln Plumbing and Heating donated the unit 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 at the college. Geothermal heat pumps heat and air condition a home — and provide 
hot water — at a much lower cost than most conventional units. Rich Lake, Associate Vice President for 
Academic Services at Parkland, and Mark Albert, Instructor, accepted the unit of behalf of the college. 
Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO of Eastern lllini, and Tim Frick, Marketing Specialist, made the 
presentation for EIEC. Ed Hoveln represented Hovlen Plumbing and Heating, and Jeff Hurst, Territory 
Manager for WaterFurnace, made the presentation on behalf of his firm. Pictured from left are Lake, 
Hoveln, Hurst, Champion, Frick and Albert. 

Geothermal unit donated 
to Parkland College 

Parkland students interested in a heating/air 
conditioning career now have an opportunity to 
get hands-on experience working on cutting- 
edge equipment, thanks to a unit donated by 
Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative (EIEC) of 
Paxton, Hoveln Plumbing and Heating of 
Thomasboro, and WaterFurnace International, 
whose state headquarters is in Effingham. 

The unit was handed over to Parkland at a 
ceremony held Wednesday, Feb. 24, at the college. 
Rich Lake, Associate Vice President for Academic 
Services at Parkland, and Mark Albert, Instructor, 
accepted the unit on behalf of the college. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO of 

EIEC, and Tim Frick, Marketing Specialist, made 
the presentation for the co-op. Ed Hoveln rep¬ 
resented Hoveln Plumbing and Heating, and Jeff 
Hurst, Territory Manager for WaterFurnace, made 
the presentation on behalf of his firm. 

Champion, in announcing the donation, 
remarked that giving the unit to the college was 
a win-win situation for all parties concerned. 
“For those of us giving the geothermal unit, it 
enables us to help the college train students 
who will know how to fine-tune and service this 
kind of equipment, and it will help with con¬ 
tractor awareness, too. It’s important for us that 

(Continued on page 18b) 
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(Continued from page 18a) 
contractors know about the benefits of geothermal 
systems, since they’re fairly new on the market 
as compared to other systems.” 

He added that he had installed a geothermal 
system in his Paxton home several years ago, 
and that it had provided him with years of good 
service at far less cost than the propane fur¬ 
nace he’d used before. “In fact,” he said, “I’ve 
saved about $800 a year since I had it installed, 
and I like the increased safety of not having the 
carbon monoxide danger in my home. 

“We’re excited about the possibility of having 
more of our members enjoy the benefits of 
geothermal,” he said, “because it helps them 
save money and enables them to use energy 
efficiently at the same time. Since EIEC is a 
member-owned utility, that makes it beneficial 
all around.” 

Frick noted that the co-op has been involved 
in geothermal installations for nearly 15 years, 
and that there are now almost 200 units in 
various homes in EIEC’s service territory. 

“The system works simply,” he says, “and it 
takes advantage of the fact that air conditioners 
generally expel warm air out into the atmos¬ 
phere when they’re cooling a home, and this 

kind of unit puts that heat out into a liquid- 
filled grid in the yard, where it’s stored. In the 
winter, when you need heat, the unit reverses, 
and pumps that stored energy back into the 
home. 

“Another advantage,” he said, “is that there 
is no flue, no chimney, and no combustion in 
your house. It’s an incredibly environmentally 
friendly system, too. That’s good for all of us.” 

Lake, accepting the geothermal system on 
behalf of the college, remarked that Parkland is 
pleased to have the opportunity to teach a new 
form of technology to its students, especially 
one that is both energy-efficient and environ¬ 
mentally benign. 

While Lake was pleased, Albert, the instructor, 
was visibly thrilled. “I can’t tell you how tickled 
I am to have this system,” he said, “because I 
believe geothermal heating and cooling is a good 
way to heat and cool, and that we’ll see a lot 
more installations in the future. 

“It’ll be nice that our students will be able to 
actually get in and work on one. It’s a lot better 
to get in there and look at the nuts and bolts, 
rather than just seeing them in books. This will 
be a wonderful addition to our classroom. I 
plan to make good use of it.” 

Meet the employees of Alert Security 
Don Reutter, Security Consultant for Alert Security, lives near Cissna 

Park with his wife Laurel. Laurel is a Full Line Hospital Product 
Representative for Abbott. Don and Laurel have two daughters, Leslie 10 
and Erin 9, who both attend Cissna Park Grade School. Formerly, Don 
was the General Sales Manager of Hubner Seed Company in West 
Lebanon, Indiana. Before moving to rural Cissna Park, Don served as a 
trustee on the Cissna Park Village Board. 

Doug Keen has joined Alert Security as Service 
Manager. He and his wife Teresa reside in Potomac 
with their son Dylan who is 1 1/2. Teresa is a Central 
Input Supervisor at the Central Illinois Bank in Rantoul. 

Before joining Alert Security, Doug was the Manager of CarQuest in 
Paxton. Currently, Doug is restoring a 1981 Grand Prix and remodeling 
his home. Additionally, he enjoys spending time on his personal com¬ 
puter and surfing the Internet. 

Contact Don and Doug toll free at (877) 572-5378 or drop by the 
cooperative’s office in Paxton and talk to them about the “state of the Doug Keen 
art” wireless security systems and 24 hour services that include: 

Don Reutter 

• Home Intrusion Security Monitoring 

• Environmental Safety Monitoring 

• Health Care Emergency Monitoring 

• Energy Saving and Personal Convenience 

• Home Automation Features 
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Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative received its safety accreditation and an award for “best lost time record” 
on February 18 during the Safety/Supervisory Technical Conference. The recognition of the cooperative’s 
safe work practices helps lower insurance premiums for the cooperative. The conference is sponsored 
each year by the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in Springfield. From left are: Dennis Kingren, 
Warehouseman; Doug Vaughn, Foreman; Alan Schweighart, Operations and Safety Coordinator; Dustin 
Tripp, Manager of Operations & Engineering; Jim Nevel, AIEC Manager of Regulatory Compliance; and 
Scott Bayles, Foreman. 

DIRECTV® 
Would you like to brush up on 

your gardening skills or get creative 
ideas for your first cookout? Are you 
interested in home improvement 
shows? If you answered “yes” to these 
questions then DIRECTV is for you. 
With over 200 channels to choose 
from, including Home & Garden TV, 
TV Food Network, and Lifetime, there 
is surely one to help you start your 
spring off right. 

Call SkyQuest® today 
SkyQuest (800) 236-9263 

■ 

More Than Just 

Now we provide more... life safety, property protec¬ 
tion and energy management services! 

Alert Security Home Security Systems are wireless 
systems which provide home intrusion, environmental and 
health care monitoring services and lifestyle conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 
and more than just security! 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

1-877/572-5378 
Eastern Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

APRIL 1999 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 18c 



Board meeting report 
On February 23, 1999, the Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative Board of Directors held its 
regular monthly meeting at the cooperative’s 
headquarters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the January 26, 1999, regular 
board meeting and executive session were 
approved. 

The January 31, 1999 statement of revenues 
and expenses including the following information 
was approved. Total Operating Revenues 
$1,784,638, Total Operating Expenses $383,834, 
Total Cost of Electric Service $1,784,638, 
Operating Margins $105,272, and Total Margins 
$117,928. 

During January, 60 members joined the co¬ 
operative and 61 terminated their memberships. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced 
that the Audit and Finance Committee would 
meet March 12. 

The Board went into executive session. 
After reconvening in regular session. Chairman 

of the Board Chesnut reported on the 
February 18 Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives board meeting he had attended. 
Financial, legislative, engineering, regulatory and 
safety reports were presented. 

A synopsis of the February 17 Soyland Power 
Cooperative board meeting was given by Director 
Ludwig. Alternate Director Knox also attended. 
Four SPC area meetings will be conducted on 
March 1, 2, 3 and 4 throughout the state and 
the annual meeting will be held March 17 in 
Decatur. Financial, power supply, Y2K and 
marketing reports were given. 

Directors Bauer, Chesnut, Day, Ludwig, Raber 
and Reitz reported on the NRECA Annual 
Directors’ Conference they had attended in 

Phoenix, Arizona, January 30-February 3. They 
indicated the conference was very worthwhile. 

In other action, the board selected Manager 
of Customer & Financial Services Brandon 
Jackson as the voting delegate for the Illinois 
Cooperative Workers Compensation Group annual 
meeting that will be held April 7 in Springfield. 
Additionally, the board approved becoming a 
member of the National Cooperative Services 
Corporation. 

President Champion updated the board on 
economic development initiatives, activities of 
the Y2K Task Force, and the VOICE (Valuing 
Our Internal Customers Expectations) program. 
He added that the East Central Illinois Co¬ 
operative Association had held a dinner for young 
adults on January 28; EIEC’s new sign at the 
headquarters was featured in the national Rural 
Electrification Magazine; and WaterFurnace 
International, Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc. 
and Eastern Illini will donate a geothermal sys¬ 
tem to Parkland College on February 24 to 
be used in the heating and air conditioning 
curriculum. 

Director Reitz highlighted the February 15 
safety meeting he attended. An in-depth February 
job training and safety activities report was fur¬ 
nished by President/CEO Champion. 

President/CEO Champion recapped the 
activities of Rural TV, Utili~soft and Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. In a written report, 
SkyQuest Manager Dave Lithgow indicated 
SkyQuest has 11,103 DIRECTV subscribers. 
IlliCom Net Service Manager Kevin Osterbur 
reviewed the activities of the Internet business. 

There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member- 

owners with extraordinary value through competitively priced 
services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the 
under-served rural community. 
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Four area men were re-elected to the board of directors of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative at the co-op’s 
12th annual meeting, Saturday, March 13. From left are Donald Reitz of Gilman, Marion Chesnut of Rossville, 
William R Raber of Saybrook and Laverl Byers of Tuscola. 

1998 was good year for EIEC 
Members of Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 

(EIEC) learned they will be receiving money back 
from the local co-op in 1999. The news was de¬ 
livered at EIEC‘s 12th annual meeting held Sat¬ 
urday, March 13, at the Paxton-Buckley-Loda 
High School in Paxton. The cooperative had a 
good year financially in 1998 and that will allow 
the board of directors to determine the best way 
to put any surplus margins back into the hands 
of the members. 

“We are currently evaluating the best way to 
get some money back in your hands,” said Chair¬ 
man of the Board Marion Chesnut, of Rossville. 
“Whether it is through capital credit checks, a 
rate decrease, or simply a refund of some mar¬ 
gins in the year 1999 is yet to be determined.” 

Herb Aden of Newman, treasurer, reported that 
EIEC had $20.5 million in revenues in 1998. He 
added that expenses were down as a result of staff 
reductions and a reduction in taxes. Margins for 
the year exceeded expectations totaling 
$1,045,892. 

EIEC President/CEO Wm. David Champion, 
Jr., told the members in his report that the co-op 
is approaching readiness for the year 2000 com¬ 
puter bug (Y2K) and is preparing the coopera¬ 
tive to be rate competitive by 2002. That is when 
many Illinois residential customers will be able 
to choose their wholesale energy supplier. Com¬ 

mercial and industrial customers will have a 
choice starting in October of this year. The law 
charges the co-op’s board of directors with the 
responsibility of deciding if the co-op will par¬ 
ticipate. 

“We are receiving mixed opinions from mem¬ 
bers,” said Champion. “A common misconcep¬ 
tion is that consumers will be able to change 
power suppliers and distribution companies. All 
electric consumers will stay connected to the 
same distribution company or cooperative. 
Members of Eastern lllini will continue to be 
physically connected to Eastern Illini’s electric 
lines. It remains to be seen how many power 
suppliers will be interested in providing energy 
to residences and smaller loads. Most suppliers 
will be interested in the larger loads first.” 

Champion said the co-op intends to hold area 
meetings throughout the service territory to dis¬ 
cuss deregulation. “We want all the members to 
understand the ramifications of customer choice 
and understand the decision that the board ul¬ 
timately must make on behalf of the coopera¬ 
tive,” said Champion. 

EIEC no longer borrows money from the fed¬ 
eral government’s agency Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS), formerly known as the Rural Electrifica- 

[ Continued on pg. 18b ) 
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( Continued from pg. 18a ) 
tion Administration (REA). EIEC currently bor¬ 
rows funds from a cooperatively owned lender 
called the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation. EIEC received a $500,000 
discount for paying the RUS loan back early and 
will avoid paying an invested capital tax which 
amounts to over $100,000 a year in savings. 

Last year EIEC mailed a survey to members to 
find out what new services they would be inter¬ 
ested in receiving from the co-op. The results 
showed members were most interested in surge 
suppression, Internet access, standby genera¬ 
tors, medical insurance, home security, natural 
gas and propane gas. In July the co-op started 
an Internet service to the Paxton area. Since then 
the service has expanded to five other towns. 

Through Soyland Power Cooperative, EIEC mem¬ 
bers will now have access to security system sales 
and installation. 

EIEC now has five subsidiary businesses. Al¬ 
though some of these new businesses are not 
profitable at this time, Chesnut said the subsid¬ 
iary businesses will be profitable over-all in 1999. 
Chesnut said, “We have developed a long-term 
plan to diversify. It has taken awhile to get some 
of these businesses started and profitable, but 
we are headed in the right direction.” 

SkyQuest, a small satellite dish DIRECTV 
business, now has over 11,500 customers. Own¬ 
ers of large dish satellite TVs still receive service 
through the Rural TV subsidiary. IlliCom Net 
Service, the co-op’s Internet service, is growing 
rapidly, but Champion said it has been difficult 

Prertet## i ife tafrtif. * 
anJ Fner§g tfuatf/c 
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ALERT SECURITY 
l BCBCT SERVICES, NC. 

N E. I SERVICE 
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1 - Wm. David Champion, Jr., EIEC President/CEO, 
drew names for the attendance prizes. 

2 - Members took advantage of the opportunity to 
browse the Alert Security exhibit. 

3 - The DIRECTV booth was popular with members. 
4 - Members had an opportunity to visit the 

booth of a new EIEC subsidiary, IlliCom Net 
Service. 

5 - The meal was catered by Niemerg’s, in 
Effingham. 
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( Continued from pg. 18b ) 

to make a profit in this very competitive busi¬ 
ness. The co-op also has a utility software com¬ 
pany, Utili~soft. 

Members passed several bylaw amendments, 
one of which will allow more flexibility in the way 
capital credits are paid back to members. An¬ 
other will make it easier for members to apply 
for new services. The third bylaw change was 
necessary because of the RUS loan buyout. It 
will require the cooperative to conform to gener¬ 
ally accepted accounting principles, as pre¬ 
scribed by the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants, rather than use the RUS 
accounting system. 

Four members were re-elected to the board 
during the meeting. They were Chesnut, William 
P. Raber of Saybrook, Donald Reitz of Gilman, 
and Laverl Byers of Tuscola. 

After the meeting the board held a 
reorganizational meeting and reelected Chesnut 
chairman, Bradley J. Ludwig of Fithian vice 
chairman, Glenn R. Anderson of Kempton secre¬ 
tary, Donald Reitz of Gilman assistant secretary 
and Aden treasurer. 

Two board members who retired this past year 
were recognized. Both served on the board of di¬ 
rectors for a number of years and made signifi¬ 
cant contributions to the cooperative. Gene 
Warmbir of Clifton retired after 26 years and Rob¬ 

ert Thompson of Paxton retired after 20 years. 
Last year, the membership authorized the board 
to redistrict and reduce its size from 13 down to 
11 directors. When these directors retired from 
the board, they were not replaced so the bylaw 
change of reducing the board size to 11 direc- 

Robert Thompson 

tors was accomplished. 
Winners of the DIRECTV systems were 

Charles and Bonnie Muench of Onarga and 
Joseph and Rachel Wenta of Saint Joseph. 
Winners of the 80-gallon water heaters were 
William Orcutt of Watseka and Milton Bell of 
Mahomet. 

Gene Warmbir 

6 - "A Natural High" entertained. 
7 - This youngster was one of many who 

took advantage of the photo ID booth. 
8 - This member had her blood pressure 

checked. 
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See first hand 
The value of a geothermal system 

At one of ElEC’s field days 
On May 8 or May 25 

Free pork burgers and soft drinks provided 

DIRECTV demonstrations will be given 

Out of the Skyguest Mobile Display 

Randall & Mae 
Bramlett Home 

2505 E 600 N Rd 

600 N 600 N 

400 N 

To Paxton 
6.0 miles 

CLARENCE 

400 N 

To Rankin 
4.0 miles 

Saturday, May 8th — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Randall and Mae Bramlett home 

Climatemaster System installed by 
Bauer Comfort Center, Cissna Park 

Home built by Baier Construction, Paxton 
Foundation by Best Building System Inc., Watseka 
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Tuesday, May 25th — 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Larry and Monique Hawk home 

Renovated corn crib 
WaterFurnace System installed by 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Thomasboro 

Attend one of EIEC’s geothermal field days on 
May 8 near Paxton or May 25 near Champaign 
and learn how you can stop paying high energy 
bills and start saving money with a geothermal 
heating, cooling and water heating system. 

The incredible geothermal system will heat 
and cool your home inexpensively, cleanly and 
efficiently. It provides domestic hot water and it’s 
good for the environment too. 

Warmth naturally stored within the soil is 
drawn into your home in the winter and the ac¬ 
tion is reversed to cool it in the summer. The sys¬ 
tem produces four times more energy than it uses 
and you will save 60 percent or more on your 
monthly heating bills. 

With a geothermal system, you can also take 
advantage of EIEC’s 4C electric heat rate and 
control your future energy costs. 

To finance a geothermal system in a new home 
or your present one, you can apply for an EIEC 
loan. If you qualify, you can borrow up to 
$10,000 at 6.5% interest and have the payments 
added to your monthly electric bills. 

Attend one of the May 8th or May 25th geother¬ 
mal field days and talk to EIEC representatives 
about the extraordinary geothermal heating, cool¬ 
ing and hot water system. 

Contact the Marketing Department for more 
information at (800) 824-5102 or (217) 379- 
2131. 
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EIEC joins JULIE More Than Just 

ou’ve 
trusted us 
for years... 
to keep 
your lights on and 
make your life a little 
easier! 

Now we provide 
more... life safety, 
property protection and energy manage¬ 
ment services! 

Alert Security Home Security Systems are 
wireless systems which provide home 
intrusion, environmental and health care 
monitoring services and lifestyle conve¬ 
niences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 
and more than just security! 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

1-877/572-5378 
Eastern lllini Branch Oftice 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

Effective Monday, April 19, 1999, EIEC be¬ 
came a member of JULIE, Inc. JULIE (Joint 
Utility Location Information for Excavators) 
is a not-for-profit organization that notifies 
member underground utility facility owners/ 
operators of planned digging activities in ar¬ 
eas where facilities are present. 

Anyone planning to dig or disturb the earth 
is required to call JULIE toll free at (800) 892- 
0123 at least two working days prior to 
breaking ground. The call and the service are 
free to those planning to dig. 

When requesting a JULIE locate, you will 
need to provide the name, telephone number, 
county, township or town, closest town and 
distance, section number, excavation site ad¬ 
dress, nearest cross road and the type of work 
being performed. You will need to keep the 
information you receive from the operator 
until the work is completed. 

The location of EIEC underground power 
cables will be marked with either red flags or 
red spray paint. It is the responsibility of the 
owner to inform the excavator of any under¬ 
ground power cables that are not owned by 
EIEC. 

Be responsible and 
work safely — 
call JULIE at 

(800) 892-0123 
before you dig 
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Last nigm. my son and I sailed 
the South Pacific, crossed the 
Sahara Desert and wanted on 

the darh side of the moon. 

What did you do? 
With DIRECTV,™your family can explore tons of exciting, 

enertaining and educational places. If you're 
still settling for plain old TV, let DIRECTV 

take you on an incredible journey. 

SkyQuest and DIRECTV 
Get your family connected! 

800-236-9263 
DIRECTV and DSS are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of GM Hughes Electronics. 

Equipment and programming sold separately. © NRTC 1995 

El EC is preparing for 
Year 2000 

Your coop- 
e r a t i v e ’ s 
board of di¬ 
rectors and 
staff are 

keenly aware of 
the severity of the Year 2000 computer prob¬ 
lems and are concerned with the potential im¬ 
pact it could have on our members and service 
reliability. 

To ensure that the cooperative is Year 2000 
compliant, a task force has been established to 
evaluate and test the vital components needed 
to provide you with electricity in addition to the 
in-house applications and electronic equipment 
needed to provide customer service and com¬ 
munications. We are correcting any problems 
that we discover and confirming their readiness. 

EIEC requires its vendors to meet Y2K stan¬ 

dards and provide compliance statements for 
equipment currently in place. 

Most importantly, we have been working with 
Soyland Power Cooperative to ensure that the 
power suppliers in our area are being diligent in 
their investigations and we are receiving assur¬ 
ances from the industry that power will continue 
to flow. 

Recently, EIEC has been participating in an 
industry wide initiative for Y2K readiness follow¬ 
ing the guidelines in “Guidelines for Electric Co¬ 
operatives to Confront Year 2000 Problems in 
Embedded Systems,” produced by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA). 

Providing responsible and reliable service to 
all our customers is our top priority. For more 
information regarding our Y2K readiness, con¬ 
tact our Y2K Coordinator Brandon Jackson at 
(800) 824-5102, Ext. 130. 
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Board meeting report 
The Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative Board 

of Directors held its regular monthly meeting 
March 23, 1999, at the cooperative’s headquar¬ 
ters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the February 23, 1999, regular 
board meeting and executive session and March 
13 Organizational meeting were approved. 

The January 28, 1999, statement of revenues 
and expenses including the following informa¬ 
tion was approved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,713,580, Total Operating Expenses 
$393,996, Total Cost of Electric Service 
$1,649,525, Operating Margins $64,055, and 
Total Margins $79,263 and Year-To-Date 
$197,191. 

In February, 56 members joined the coopera¬ 
tive and 57 terminated their memberships. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced 
that a Board/Staff Planning Day will be held 
March 29 and the Annual Meeting Planning Com¬ 
mittee will meet April 1. 

Director Day, Chairman of the Audit and Fi¬ 
nance Committee, indicated the committee had 
met March 12. In accordance with the 
cooperative’s bylaws, the committee examined the 
accounts of the cooperative and reviewed expense 
statements, disbursements and supporting data. 
All accounts were found to be in order. The re¬ 
port was approved by the board. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut reported on 
the March 18 Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives board meeting he had attended. Fi¬ 
nancial, legislative, engineering, regulatory and 
legal reports were reviewed. 

Highlights of the March 17 Soyland Power Co¬ 
operative board meeting and annual meeting 

were given by Director Ludwig. Alternate Direc¬ 
tor Knox and President/CEO Champion also at¬ 
tended. SPC Chairman Champion announced he 
would not be standing for renomination as Chair¬ 
man of the SPC Board and thanked the board 
for the opportunity to have served for the past 
three years. Proposed bylaw and policy changes 
were discussed. Financial, power supply, mar¬ 
keting and economic development reports were 
presented. 

The Board went into Executive Session. 
After reconvening in regular session, Directors 

Anderson, Bauer, Chesnut, Day, Raber, Reitz and 
President/CEO Champion reported on the 
NRECA Annual Meeting they attended in Ana¬ 
heim, California, March 6-10. 

In other action, the board approved a contract 
with JULIE, Inc., a joint utility locating service. 

President Champion furnished the board with 
a comprehensive March job training and activi¬ 
ties report, initiatives of the Y2KTask Force, eco¬ 
nomic development activities, and an Executive 
Summary of “Power On Line,” a survey and re¬ 
porting service utilized by CFC and NRTC. 

President/CEO Champion reviewed the activi¬ 
ties of Rural TV, Utili~soft and Alert Security & 
Energy Services, Inc. SkyQuest Manager Dave 
Lithgow reported SkyQuest had 11,325 
DIRECTV subscribers on March 14. IlliCom Net 
Service Manager Kevin Osterbur highlighted the 
activities of the Internet business. 

The next meeting of the board will be held April 
19. 

There being no further business to come be¬ 
fore the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative's mission is to provide 
member-owners with extraordinary value through competitively 
priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in 
the under-served rural community 
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Eastern Illini_ 
Electric News • Electric News 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 www.eiec.org 

Three students to tour Washington, D.C. 
as representatives of El EC 

Three area high school students have been chosen as grand prize winners of Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative’s (EIEC) 1999 “Youth to Washington” essay contest and have won all-expense-paid trips to 
Washington, D. C., June 18-25,1999. Erin George and Jason Knapp both of Hoopeston, and David Yang of 
Champaign were chosen as grand prize winners from a group of eight finalists at ElEC’s essay dinner on 
Monday, April 12,1999. George won a $200 savings bond. The other two winners of the tour, Knapp and 
Yang received $100 and $75 savings bonds, respectively. The other five finalists each won $50 savings 
bonds. They are Heather Alt, Hoopeston, Vilas Dhar and Nick Pelafas of Champaign, Brandon Blackburn of 
Milford and Stephanie Swearingen of Melvin. Area students submitted essays entitled “Electric Deregulation 
—- A Friend or Foe?” The eight finalists represented EIEC on Illinois Electric and Telephone Cooperatives 
Youth Day in Springfield on April 21. In the back row from left are: Marion Chesnut, EIEC Board Chairman, 
Swearingen, Alt, Pelafas, Blackburn, Dhar and Wm. David Champion, Jr., EIEC President/CEO. Front row 
from left are: George, Knapp and Yang. 
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▲ High school students from across Illinois met 
their state legislators in Springfield during “Illinois 
Electric and Telephone Cooperatives Youth Day” on 
Wednesday, April 21. Eight area students 
representing Eastern mini Electric Cooperative met 
with Senators Stanley Weaver and John Maitland, 
Jr. at the State Capitol. The 250 students and 
chaperones also toured the Illinois Supreme Court, 
the State Capitol, the Executive Mansion and 
Lincoln’s Tomb. From left are: Jason Knapp, 
Hoopeston; Laura Anderson, Donovan; Heather Alt, 
Hoopeston; Stephanie Swearingen, Melvin; Nick 
Pelafas, Champaign; Sen. Weaver; Vilas Dhar, 
Champaign; Sen. Maitland; Erin George, Hoopeston; 
Brandon Blackburn, Milford; Glenda Frette and 
Jeannie Kingston, EIEC chaperones. The day’s 
activities were sponsored by the electric and 
telephone cooperatives of Illinois. 

▲ Sen. Weaver took time out to visit with the 
students and explain the legislative process to them, 
while they waited their turn at the lectern to have 
their photo taken. Here, he shakes hands with 
Stephanie Swearingen while Erin George, Heather 
Alt and Brandon Blackburn look on. 

<4 Laura Anderson of Donovan meets with Secretary 
of State Jesse White at the Capitol. The secretary of 
state visited for several minutes with students, and 
gave them a brief overview of what his office does. 
She is participating in the activities as a "Willie 
Wiredhand" student. 
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Attend El EC’s 
Geothermal Field Day 

Saturday, June 26th 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
James Wood’s Home 

Free pork burgers and soft drinks 
See a geothermal system at the James 

Wood home near Atwood. Triangle Heating & 
Air Conditioning in Tuscola installed the 
extraordinary WaterFurnace system that 
heats, cools and provides domestic water 
heating. The header portion of the loop will 
be exposed and open for viewing. 

You can take advantage of EIEC’s 40 
electric heat rate with a geothermal system 
and save up to 60% or more on your monthly 
heating bills. The safe, clean, convenient 
and environmentally friendly system pro¬ 
vides total comfort with constant tempera¬ 

ture and humidity control. In addition, there 
is no noisy, unsightly outdoor equipment. 
You can borrow up to $10,000 to install a 
geothermal system if you qualify for EIEC’s 
6.5% loan program. 

Talk to EIEC employees about the value 
of a geothermal system. Representatives of 
Triangle Heating & Air Conditioning will also 
be on hand to assist with the field day and 
answer your questions. 

Attend the field day June 26th and see 
the amazing geothermal system. 
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PBL and IlliCom Net Service partner to 
enhance kids’ opportunities 

A Some of those responsible for PBL’s eager 
acceptance of the Internet are pictured around one 
of the school’s many computers. From left are Jean 
Schwartz, Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO 
of EIEC, Dr. Mike Brehm, technology coordinator for 
PBL, David Harber, PBL librarian and technology 
trainer, Kevin Osterbur, IlliCom Net Service Manager, 
and LaFonda Evers. Mrs. Schwartz and Mrs. Evers 
are school board members. 

The student sits at his computer screen, seem 
ingly transfixed by the images there. While 

many high school kids while away their time 
with games, that’s not what he’s doing. Instead, 
he’s on the Internet, trying to learn what he can 
about the conflict that’s raging half a world away 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

He thinks what he learns might be helpful in 
the future, since he plans to join the U.S. Marine 
Corps, and he might someday be getting an even 
closer look at the place. 

He’s a senior at Paxton-Buckley-Loda High 
School, and he can get on the net thanks to a 
mutually beneficial arrangement between the 
school district and IlliCom Net Service, a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of Eastern Illini Electric Coop¬ 
erative. 

Dr. Mike Brehm, technology coordinator at 
the four-school system, is thrilled with the ar¬ 
rangement, and so is Wm. David Champion, 
Jr.,President/CEO of the co-op. “We were looking 

A Mike Brehm, PBL technology coordinator, 
helps a student with a computer, while students 
in the background seek solutions on their own. 

into the possibility of signing up with an Internet 
service provider in Champaign,” Brehm says, 
“and we’d even talked to them a couple of times. 
Then we heard about Kevin Osterbur and IlliCom 
Net Service, and we tabled the proposal from the 
other firm, right in the middle of a board meet¬ 
ing.” 

The board talked to Osterbur and told him 
that they wanted something good and affordable. 
He indicated that he thought the co-op could 
help. With that, the board decided to wait until 
they could get a proposal from him. 
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T Several students work to thread their way up 
and down the information superhighway. 

They immediately liked what they saw. Osterbur 
had crafted a proposal that would enable the 
school to have the Internet access it needed, and 
a spot on EIEC’s radio tower that would make 
wireless communication possible between the four 
schools in the district. 

While many of us tend to see the negative side 
of the Internet, school officials noted that there 
is also a very positive side. It far outweighs the 
disadvantages, notes LaFonda Evers, a school 
board member who’s used the net to good advan¬ 
tage in her home. 

<4 Two students ponder their monitors. 

“We wanted a system that would enable our 
kids to find just about every bit of useful infor¬ 
mation there is out there, and we wanted them 
to be able to communicate with their teachers, 
too. We have it now,” she says. 

While it’s important to have all the hardware 
and software, that technology doesn’t mean much 
without training, and PBL’s teachers are work¬ 
ing hard to get up to speed. The school has 
formed a technology committee to help design a 
curriculum for them, and David Harber is PBL 
High School’s librarian and one of many technol¬ 
ogy trainers. 

Dr. Brehm, the technology coordinator, notes 
that there is a major shift underway in the pro¬ 
cess of teaching, and that PBL expects to be in 
the forefront. “We’re seeing teaching go from The 
sage on the stage,’ to ‘the guide on the side,’ who 
acts as a facilitator who gets down in the class¬ 
room and is involved in the learning process. 
Instead of telling kids what they need to know, 
the students learn how to find it for themselves.” 
Thanks to good partnering, a progressive school 
board, and a helpful Internet provider, PBL is 
moving along well on its road to the future. “I’ve 
talked to a lot of people who are trying to do what 
we’re doing,” Harber says, “and they’ve expressed 
absolute amazement at how much progress we’ve 
made. We’re really pleased at how well things are 

going.” 
Dr. Brehm notes that he was surprised at how 

many teachers expressed interest in the Tech 
Academy the school has set up to teach them 
the ins and outs of cyber-teachng. 

“We’ve offered several intensive classes,” he 
remarks, “and I thought we’d have some trouble 
filling them. The exact opposite is true. We’re 
actually trying to find ways to add more. This 
arrangement is going to be really beneficial to 
the school and its students. We’re pleased that 
we’ve been able to enter into this arrangement 
with IlliCom Net Service.” 

A A student seeks information about Yugoslavia/ 
Kosovo on the internet. PBL officials 
emphasize that while there are negative sides 
to the internet, they are far outweighed by the 
positive aspects. 
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Eastern Mini joins 
Touchstone Energy alliance 

It’s official. By now you have seen, or soon you 

will see, a new graphic symbol accompanying the 

familiar name and logo of Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative on utility bucket trucks, your power 

bill, signs and this newsletter. Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative joined the ranks of electric coopera¬ 

tives across the country as a Touchstone Energy 

partner. Touchstone Energy is a nationwide brand 

and marketing effort that identifies cooperative 

utilities who are committed to providing superior 

customer service, and innovative new services 

all with integrity and a strong commitment to 

community. 

Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO said 

the Touchstone Energy brand will take Eastern 

Illini Electric Cooperative and its members into 

the future as the electric utility industry changes. 

“It’s much more than a graphic addition to our 

name and logo. It’s a commitment to our custom¬ 

ers that they can count on us, as a locally based 

and controlled utility. We’ll be here to deliver 

them reliable, affordable energy services and to 

be an advocate for their energy and community 

needs,” said Champion. 

“We believe our local presence is one of our 

strongest assets, and our affiliation with Touch¬ 

stone Energy will remind our consumers who we 

are and what we stand for,” he said. 

Electric cooperatives across the United States 

launched the Touchstone Energy brand to repre¬ 

sent the advantages of locally owned and con¬ 

trolled electric service. Electric Cooperatives like 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative have a direct 

link with their members. 

“The dictionary definition of touchstone is a 

test of genuineness. Touchstone Energy symbol¬ 

izes everything that electric cooperatives repre¬ 

sent today: electric power, human connections, 

and the strength of co-ops’ commitment to the 

communities and the consumers they serve,” 

Champion explained. 

By pooling resources through the brand with 

other cooperative utilities. Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative will be able to provide consumer 

information and awareness of their customer- 

focused services as the electric utility industry 

evolves, according to Champion. 

“We’ll help our members cut through all the 

clutter,” Champion said. “We’ll be here for our 

members for the long haul. If it’s accountability, 

service and commitment to community a cus¬ 

tomer wants from their utility they will find it in 

a Touchstone Energy cooperative.” 

Joining Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative in 

increasing consumer awareness of the strength 

of cooperatives are 550 other cooperatives. To¬ 

gether these cooperatives serve 14.5 million cus¬ 

tomers, making Touchstone Energy the largest 

unified utility network in the United States. 

“We are preparing for increasing competition 

in the industry,” said Champion. Although indi¬ 

vidually we are small, locally owned utilities, 

together we have real strength in the market 

place. We have traditionally pooled our resources 

as cooperatives and now we are seeing new co¬ 

operative partnerships developing to create new 

services and strengthen our core business of 

providing reliable energy services. Touchstone 

Energy will help identify cooperatives as the en¬ 

ergy partner you can count on for reliable ser¬ 

vice, affordable rates, a commitment to community 

and new high-tech services.” 

Watch for Touchstone Energy ads on CNN, 

CNN Headline News, CNNfn, CNBC, and the 

Weather Channel. Touchstone Energy has also 

sponsored events like the Touchstone Energy 

300 NASCAR race, which aired April 24 on ABC 

and was seen by 100,000 fans, one of the largest 

crowds ever. After a spectacular 23-car wreck 

(nobody, thankfully, was hurt) Terry Labonte 

edged defending champion Joe Nemechek in a 

dramatic final-turn move. The winning margin 

was 0.002 seconds or just six inches at 190 

miles an hour. It took 10 minutes to study the 

photo finish to determine who won. Over 4 mil¬ 

lion viewers watched the live broadcast on ABC 

and now know a little bit more about Touchstone 

Energy and the strength of electric cooperatives. 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative's 
office will be closed Monday, May 31, in 

observance of Memorial Day. We will 
resume normal business hours on 

Tuesday, June 1. 
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nergy 

The power 
of human 

connections 

New from 
your local 

electric 
cooperative. 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner 

omes without 
security systems are 
3 times more likely to 
be burglarized than 
homes with security 
systems. 

Now we can help you 
beat these odds with a 
wireless home security 
system! 

Alert Security Home 
Security Systems are wireless 
systems which provide home 
intrusion, environmental and health care monitoring 
services, in addition to home automation, life-style 
conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and 
more than just security! 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

1-877/572-5378 
Eastern lllini Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

<4 EIEC lineman Ken Mutchmore of Paxton, at right 
on pole, developed his climbing skills during an 
electrical lineman climbing school held April 6-16, in 
Springfield. The school, which was hosted by the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), was 
part of a two-week-long training program, which 
demonstrated electric pole climbing, electrical theory 
and safety techniques. AIEC instructor Roger Stegeman 
is on the pole with Mutchmore. 
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Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life 
in the under-served rural community. 

Board meeting report 
The Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative Board of 

Directors held its regular monthly meeting at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton on April 19, 
1999. 

Minutes of the March 23, 1999, regular board 
meeting and executive session were approved. 

Due to the early board meeting, financial reports 
for the month of March were not available and will 
be presented for consideration at the May 25 board 
meeting. 

In March, 63 members joined the cooperative and 
77 terminated their memberships. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced that 
the Annual Meeting Planning Committee meeting 
scheduled for April 1 will be held April 23. 

A report of the April 15, 1999, Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives board meeting was pre¬ 
sented by Chairman of the Board Chesnut. Finan¬ 
cial, legislative, engineering, regulatory, legal reports, 
Youth Tour activities and the “Touchstone Energy” 
program were discussed. Federated Rural Electric 
Insurance Company presented the AIEC with a check 
for $18,115 for its loss control efforts. 

Director Ludwig indicated that the Soyland Power 
Cooperative board meeting would be held April 21; 
therefore, he did not have an activities report. 

President/CEO Champion indicated that the Board 
should ratify the actions taken at the March 29 
Board/Staff Planning Day. Consequently, the Board 
approved joining “Touchstone Energy” and participat¬ 
ing in the LMDS auction. 

The Board went into Executive Session. 
After reconvening in regular session, the board 

approved interruptible three phase contracts with 

Midwest Poultry Services, L. P., sending five students 
to the SIU 1999 Southern Illinois Cooperative Youth 
Conference in Carbondale June 28-29, an amend¬ 
ment to the 401(k) plan to increase deferred salary 
from 15 percent to 17 percent of compensation, and 
entering into a contract with Paul Frichtl to mow the 
cooperative’s substations. A member’s request to be 
released from the cooperative was denied. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut summarized the 
March 25 safety meeting he attended at the cooperative’s 
headquarters. An in-depth April job training and 
safety activities report was provided by President/ 
CEO Champion. 

President/CEO Champion reported that the April 
12 “Youth to Washington” essay contest had eight 
great finalists and was well attended. Additionally, 
he furnished the board with the following informa¬ 
tion: a “Voice Echo” outlining ideas that employees 
have expressed during the “VOICE” sessions and the 
staffs responses, a $32,998.15 check has been re¬ 
ceived for the cooperative’s CFC Capital Term Certifi¬ 
cates and Subordinated Certificates, a report on the 
Employee Assistance Program, and an NRTC Board 
Report. 

A report of the Rural TV activities was given by 
Bob Dickey, Manager of Marketing & Economic De¬ 
velopment. President/CEO Champion summarized the 
initiatives of Utili~soft and Alert Security & Energy 
Services, Inc. SykQuest Manager Dave Lithgow re¬ 
ported SkyQuest had 11,579 DIRECTV subscribers on 
April 10. IlliCom Net Service Manager Kevin Osterbur 
reviewed activities of the Internet business. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting was adjourned. 

FREE Rockome Garden passes 
SkyQuest has FREE Rockome Garden passes for Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 

members. SkyQuest is a corporate sponsor of three events at Rockome Gardens, the heart 
of the Illinois Amish Country. Included is the Family FunFest July 27-August 1, the Illinois 
Fiddle Championships, and B.J. Thomas Concert Labor Day weekend. 

Other events you can attend for FREE this summer include: 
Christian Music Weekend 
Classic Auto Show 
Quilt Celebration 
Summer Craft Show 
Farm Toy and Tractor Expo 
Bluegrass Festival 
The tickets, which may be used for admission to any event, are free when you call 

SkyQuest at (800) 236-9263 (limit two per EIEC member). For additional information on the 
events at Rockome Gardens, call (800) 549-ROCK. 

May 22-23 
June 19 
June 25-July 11 
July 16-18 
August 6-8 
August 28-29 

SkyQuest 
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Tim Heyen is this year’s winner of the $1,000 Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship. The scholarship is one of two awarded annually. Tim is the son of Joe and 
Joan Heyen of Tuscola. Joe Heyen is a Pesotum Line Foreman for Eastern illini Electric 
Cooperative (EIEC) of Paxton. The presentation was made Friday, May 28, at Tuscola High 
School’s awards ceremony. Pictured from left are Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/ 
CEO, Joe, Joan and Tim Heyen, and Laverl Byers of Tuscola, EIEC board member. 

Tim Heyen is winner of IEC scholarship 
Tim Heyen, son of Joe and Joan Heyen of 

Tuscola, is one of two winners of this year’s 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship. The $1,000 awards are given each 
year, one to the son or daughter of an electric 
cooperative member, and the other to the child 
of a co-op director or employee. Tim’s father, 
Joe Heyen, is a Pesotum Line Foreman for 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative (EIEC) of 
Paxton. 

Heyen received his award Friday, May 28, at 
Tuscola High School’s awards ceremony. 
Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO of 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, made the 
presentation. 

In addition to the IEC award, Heyen has been 
recognized as an Illinois State Scholar, has 
received Bradley University Dean’s Scholarship, 
and has won the Cabot Corporation local science 
scholarship for a graduating senior pursuing a 

college degree with a math, engineering or science 
major. 

He has received the Illinois High School 
Association Scholastic Achievement Award, and 
his PSAT scores, which rank him in the top one 
percent of the state’s graduating high school 
seniors, will enable him to compete for some 
7,600 merit scholarship finalist awards worth 
approximately $28 million. 

In high school, Heyen participated in Scholastic 
Bowl, Latin Club, Yearbook, chemistry and 
science competitions, investment contests (third 
place in 1997 and first place in 1999), cross¬ 
country, track and soccer. 

He has volunteered for Habitat for Humanity 
and a local playground construction project, is 
active in his church youth group and is an 
Eucharistic minister. 

He plans to attend Bradley University later 
this year. 
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Bramletts build 
energy-efficient home near Clarence 

Randall and Mae 
Bramlett are 

pictured in front of 
their new 

geothermal home 
near Clarence. 
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super-insulated and will be heated and cooled 
by a geothermal heating and cooling system 
that will also provide more than half of the 
home’s water heating for free. 

The Bramletts co-hosted a geothermal field 
day at their semi-finished home on May 8, so 
other interested persons could have a look at 

the comfort conditioning system 
of the future. Eastern Illini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Bauer Comfort 
Center and Best Building Sys¬ 
tem also took part in the event, 
which drew some 50 people. 

The Bramletts have gone to 
some trouble and expense to 
make their house tight, and the 
exterior stud walls in the home 
itself are built using 2 X 6s, with 
blown-in cellulose insulation to 
fill the stud cavities. The garage 
is built more conventionally, with 

◄ 
Pat Gallahue, marketing advisor for 
EIEC, left, discusses the co-op’s 
heating and cooling rates with one 
of those who attended the open 
house. 

Randall and Mae Bramlett have built a house 
near Clarence that should be as inexpensive to 
heat and cool as a “regular” home half its size, 
and it promises to give a much greater comfort 
level than most homes, too. 

The home, which has 1,970 square feet of 
living area and a 900 square-foot basement, is 



While it’s not a particularly inspiring sight, this grid field is one of the most important parts of a geothermal 
system. The buried pipes carry warm air stored in the ground into the house in the winter, and take warm 
air out into the grid field in the summer. While it doesn’t look high-tech, it’s a very real form of solar 
energy storage. 

2X4 studs and blown-in cellulose. 
The foundation is truly unusual, although 

that may change soon. It is built using the 
Reward system, a Styrofoam pour-in-place con¬ 
crete system that provides forms, places for re¬ 
inforcing steel, interior and exterior surfaces, 
and furring strips. Each form weighs about 5 
lb., and stays after the concrete is poured. The 
system, while unusual, is catching on fast, and 
probably won’t be unusual for long. 

At any rate, the Bramletts expect to heat 

their home for about $250 a year with EIEC’s 
four-cent heating rate, and expect to plan to 
budget some $139 a year on cooling, with the 
option of taking a $100 credit that will cut the 
cooling costs to $39 a year. 

Bauer Comfort Center did a heat loss com¬ 
parison with propane, and found that it would 
cost just over $700 a year to heat the house, 
assuming propane at 70 cents a gallon, with a 
furnace efficiency of 92 percent. The analysis 
also indicated cooling with a regular air 

conditioner, rated at 10.1 EER, 
would have cost $236 for the 
cooling season. Water heating 
with a 60 percent-efficient 
propane water heater would cost 
$237 per year. 

All in all, since the Bramletts 
have decided to build very 
carefully, and have chosen to 
comfort condition their home 
wisely; they should have 
heating, cooling and hot water 
for less than the price many 
people pay just for hot water. 
That’s a savings worth looking 
into! 

◄ 
Bauer Insulation had a display set 
up to show the benefits of blown- 
in cellulose as opposed to 
fiberglass batts. 
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OUR ENERGY COMES WITH A VERY WARM GLOW. 

Let there be light. 

But not just any light. 

When you get your electricity 

from a cooperative energy 

provider, it makes for a glow that 

only local ownership and superior 

service can provide. 

But energy is changing. 

And we want to make sure that 

the change is good for you. 

That's why we've come together energy providers possible. 

i 
to create a nationwide partner- Of course, some things 

ship of cooperative energy should never change, 

providers. Together, we're which is why Touchstone 

known as Touchstone Energy5." Energy5" Partners will always 

As Touchstone Energy5"Partners, mean locally owned, locally 

we can pool our resources. based energy co-ops that are 

offer you better services, and j more concerned with people than 

participate in a nationwide i with profits. After all, what good 

commitment to be the best is light, without a little warmth? 

Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative 

A Touchstone Energy Partner 

http://www.touchstoneenergy.com 
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Affordable Security jp* 

Every 18 seconds a home is broken into in America, with the average loss exceeding 
$1,200! 

Now you can protect your family and personal belongings for less than $1 a day! 
Alert Security Home Security Systems are wireless systems which provide home 

intrusion, environmental and health care monitoring services, in addition to home 
automation life-style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and more than just security! 

/M Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. 
C An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 1 -877/572-5378 
Eastern Illini Branch Office imnois License #127-001022 

SkyQuest Presents 
(in conjunction with the Iroquois County Fair) 

Country Music Star 

Joe Diffie 
Saturday, July 17 
8:00 p.m. 
Free Grandstand 

Iroquois County Fairgrounds 
Crescent City, Illinois 

See you there!!! 

SkyQuest 
800-236-9263 
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Filipino Rotarians meet with kindred spirits 
during their visit to east-central Illinois 

On May 17, five business- 
people from the Philippines 
visited Paxton in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Rotary Inter¬ 
national Group Study 
Exchange Program. The 
program provides travel 
grants for teams of young 
professionals to exchange 
visits between paired areas 
in different countries. The 
team visited Rotary Clubs 
in District 6490 during their 
six-week stay to learn more 
about the United States and 
businesses in the district. 

Paxton Rotary members 
Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO of 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, Nick Fiorillo 
and Paul Anderson joined the Rotarians for 
breakfast in Rantoul before returning to Paxton 
for a busy day of touring. 

While in Paxton, the delegation from the 
Philippines visited the headquarters of Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative where they were given 
a tour of the facility and served lunch. 
Representing occupations in banking, education, 
insurance, government and engineering, the 
Filipinos were especially interested in the 
technical portions of the co-op’s tour, such as 
Alert Security & Energy Systems, and SkyQuest’s 
DIRECTV product. 

During their visit to Paxton, they also visited 
Urban Sand & Gravel Co., the Wayne Niewold 
farm. Plastic Designs Inc., Fiorillo & Associates 
and Paxton Printing, publishers of the Paxton 

A spin on fans 
same amount. 

Place a portable 
fan facing away 
from your 
window air 
conditioner to 
help spread the 
cool air. Put the fan on the 
floor for best results because cool air sinks. 

Using window and exhaust fans in open areas 
is very effective and can be used for removing 
moist, warm air from bathrooms or the kitchen. 

Moreover, whole-house or attic fans have been 
around for years, doing an excellent job of cooling 
entire homes. 

Ceiling fans are popular not only because of 
their good looks but also because they can help 
make your home more comfortable during sum¬ 
mer and winter. 

It pays to take note of a few facts that could 
make your ceiling fan more efficient. For example, 
if you keep those fans turning for cooling power 
but don’t raise the setting on your air condition 
system, you can use more energy than you need 
to cool your home. Although the fans aren’t big 
energy users, you’re wasting as much as 15 
percent energy if you keep them running at a 
high speed and keep the air cranked up high, 
too. However, if you raise your air conditioning 
thermostat by just three degrees and use your 
fans, you can cut your energy use by about the 
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Record, a daily newspaper. 
After a whirlwind day of touring, the visitors 

were ushered to Piper City where they joined 
Piper City and Gilman Rotarians for dinner. 

The visitors are members of the Rotary Inter¬ 
national District 3860 which is one of nine 
Philippine Rotary Districts. The district comprises 
the provinces in Southeastern Mindanao, Eastern 
and Central Visayas in southern Philippines - 
20 provinces, 17 cities on 10 major islands. 

District 3860 has 98 active Rotary clubs with 
a total membership base of 2,780 Rotarians. It 
is the second biggest Philippine district in terms 
of numbers and geographical coverage. 

The district is comprised of industrial and 
agricultural provinces and cities. It is a center 
of commerce with facilities for international cargo, 
trade and travel. 

Dustin Tripp, Manager of Operations & Engineering, explains an image 
on the monitor for the visitors. 



Make your home more comfortable 
and energy efficient with ElEC’s new EC 

Home Improvement™ Program 
Is your home using too much power and doing 

too little work? Would you like to replace that 
aging air conditioner or upgrade your insulation, 
while, at the same time, reduce your utility 
bills? If you’ve answered yes to these questions, 
then ElEC’s new EC Home Improvement™ 
program is the clear choice for you. 

Through ElEC’s EC Home Improvement™ 
program, you can borrow funds at competitive 
rates for vari¬ 
ous energy ef¬ 
ficiency related 
home improve¬ 
ment projects 
by placing one 
quick phone 
call to a local 
EIEC spon¬ 
sored contrac¬ 
tor. Below is a 
sample of energy efficiency products you can 
finance through the program: 

• Electric heat pumps 

• Air conditioners 

• Electric water heaters 

• Window/door replacements 

• Insulation 

• Geothermal systems. 

Some other attractive features of EC Home 
Improvement loans include the following: 

• Quick approval (with a decision made on most 
applicants in as little as ten minutes) 

• No down payment or application fee 

• Loan amounts from $1,000 to $15,000 

• Flexible payment options — loans up to $5,000 
can be repaid 
over 12 to 60 
months (loans 
between $5,000 
and $15,000 
can be ex¬ 
tended up to 
120 months) 

• Fixed interest 
rates for the 
life of the 
loan 

• Prepayment allowed at any time with no penalty 

If you are interested in receiving more infor¬ 
mation on the EC Home Improvement™ program 
as well as a list of EIEC sponsored contractors, 
please call the EIEC Marketing Department at 
(800) 824-5102. 

Plug into electrical safety 
An electrical lifesaver 

If an inexpensive electrical device were installed in every 
U.S. household, nearly 70 percent of the approximately 330 
electrocutions that occur each year in the home could be 
prevented according to the National Electrical Safety 
Foundation. This life-saving device is a ground fault circuit 
interrupter, known as a GFCI. 

A GFCI is a product designed to prevent serious injury or 
death from electrical shock by detecting ground faults at 
very low levels and should be used in any area where water 
may come in contact with electrical products. GFCIs are 
now required by code in certain areas of the home in¬ 
cluding unfinished basements, kitchens, bathrooms, garages, 
crawl spaces and around swimming pools. 

If a GFCI senses minimal current leakage to ground in an electrical circuit, it assumes a 
ground fault has occurred. It then interrupts power fast enough to prevent serious injury from 
electrical shock. 

Three types of GFCIs are designed for home use — wall receptacle, circuit breaker and portable 
plug-in. All three are readily available, inexpensive and fairly simple to install. 
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Board meeting report 
On May 25, 1999, the Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative Board of Directors held its regular 
monthly meeting at the cooperative’s head¬ 
quarters in Paxton. 

President/CEO Champion announced that 
Manager of Engineering and Operations Dustin 
Tripp had received a certificate of Academic 
Excellence in recognition of outstanding academic 
performance in the Master of Business Admin¬ 
istration Program from the College of Commerce 
and Business Administration, University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. 

Minutes of the April 19, 1999, regular board 
meeting and executive session were approved. 

The March 31, 1999, statement of revenues 
and expenses including the following information 
was approved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,618,889, Total Operating Expenses $428,078, 
Total Cost of Electric Service $1,722,761, 
Operating Margins ($103,872), Total Margins 
($75,001) and Year-To-Date Margins $122,190. 
In addition, the April 30, 1999, statement of 
revenues and expenses including the following 
information was approved: Total Operating 
Revenues $ 1,608,033, Total Operating Expenses 
$325,926, Total Cost of Electric Service 
$1,469,677, Operating margins $138,356, Total 
Margins $152,752 and Year-To-Date Margins 
$274,942. 

During April, 78 members joined the co¬ 
operative and 73 terminated their memberships. 

A report of the April 23 Annual Meeting 
Planning Committee meeting was given by 
Director Byers, Chairman of the Committee. The 
Committee recommends holding the next annual 
meeting March 11, 2000, at the Paxton-Buckley- 
Loda High School in Paxton and giving away 
five $500 cash awards and a vegetable peeler 
as an attendance gift. A catered lunch of chicken, 
beef, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, green 
beans, corn, coleslaw, noodles and cobbler will 
be furnished. Moreover, the Committee recom¬ 
mends holding a Customer Appreciation Day in 
the summer of 2000. The Board approved the 
committee’s report. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut advised that 
the Audit and Finance Committee will meet 
June 21. 

The May 20 meeting of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives board was sum¬ 
marized by Chairman of the Board Chesnut. 
The 1999-2000 Budget and the Task Force 

proposal for a new dues formula for AIEC mem¬ 
bers were approved. Financial, legislative, 
engineering, regulatory, legal reports and Youth 
Tour activities were reviewed. 

Director Ludwig highlighted the April 21 and 
May 19 Soyland Power Cooperative board 
meetings. President/CEO Champion also 
attended. Financial, power supply, marketing 
and Y2K reports were presented. 

Directors Anderson and Byers indicated they 
had attended the NRECA Legislative Conference 
in Washington, D.C. May 3-6. They were well 
received by area congressmen and senators. 

The Board went into Executive Session. 
After reconvening in regular session, the board 

approved a new cooperative logo, contributing 
to the CFC System Integrity Fund, allocating 
1998 capital credit margins of $1,459,938.84 
and refunding capital credits in the amount of 
$467,275.20 to the former EIPC members for 
the years 1968-70 and $380,356.79 to the former 
IEC members for the years 1961-1964. The total 
payment amount authorized was $847,631.99. 

Fire extinguisher training was conducted at 
the cooperative’s headquarters for all employees 
on April 28 and an all-employee meeting was 
also held. Director Anderson represented the 
board. On May 20, a safety meeting was held 
and Director Byers attended. President/CEO 
Champion furnished a comprehensive May job 
training and safety activities report. 

President/CEO Champion provided the board 
with the following information: economic develop¬ 
ment activities; Y2K compliance initiatives; and 
Tim Heyen, son of Joe and Joan Heyen of Tuscola 
is the recipient of the $1,000 IEC Memorial 
Scholarship in the employee-director scholar¬ 
ship category. Joe Heyen is the Pesotum Line 
Crew Foreman. 

President/CEO Champion recapped the 
operations of Utili~soft and Alert Security & 
Energy Services, Inc. In written reports. Rural 
TV activities were outlined by Manager of 
Marketing & Economic Development Bob Dickey; 
SkyQuest Manager Dave Lithgow reported that 
SkyQuest had 12,013 DIRECTV subscribers on 
May 17; and IlliCom Net Service Manager Kevin 
Osterbur provided information on the activities 
of the Internet business. 

There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life 
in the under-served rural community. 
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Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
presents its new logo and slogan 

your connection to powerful solutions 
In conjunction with our corporate philosophy 

of diversification, we have adopted a modern logo 
and slogan that will allow us to aggressively tran¬ 
sition into the deregulation environment. 

As part of our diversification strategy, we will 
continue to provide you, our members, with out¬ 
standing value through competitively priced prod¬ 
ucts and services and create additional revenue 
streams for the cooperative. 

By conducting a mail survey to a random sam¬ 
pling of our members, we learned that you would 
like your cooperative to offer additional products 
and services at affordable prices. Currently, we 

are developing and evaluating business plans to 
determine if we can provide those to you efficiently 
and economically. 

In addition to Touchstone Energy®, our present 
product offerings include the 18-inch DIRECTV 
system and programming through SkyQuest, 
Internet service through IlliCom Net Service and 
life safety products through Alert Security & En¬ 
ergy Services, Inc., a subsidiary of Soyland Power 
Cooperative. 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative is “your con¬ 
nection to powerful solutions.” 
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El EC to refund $847,632 of capital credits 
As we indicated at our March 13 annual meet¬ 

ing, 1998 was a very good year for the cooperative 
and we are planning to return money to our mem¬ 
bers. 

Based on the co-op’s sound financial condition, 
your co-op’s Board of Directors authorized a re¬ 
fund of capital credits in the amount of $847,632 
at its regular monthly meeting on May 25. Former 
Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative members will 
receive $467,275 for the years 1968-1970 and 
$380,357 will be refunded to the former Illini Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative members for the years 1961-1964. 
We anticipate that checks will be mailed sometime 
in August. 

In the early 1990s, the cooperative experienced 
two devastating ice storms, which required large 
amounts of capital to rebuild much of the north¬ 
ern portion of the system. At that time, capital 
credits refunds were put on hold. Additionally, a 
program to upgrade our system was needed to 
improve service and reliability so we implemented 
an aggressive line rebuilding program. Providing 
our members with extraordinary service is our 
number one priority. 

Your Board of Directors is very optimistic that 
the cooperative’s financial condition will remain 
strong and the refund of capital credits will con¬ 
tinue. 

Attend one of El EC’s member meetings 
and learn about deregulation 

The cooperative is conducting the following four member meetings throughout the service territory 
to discuss deregulation. 

Each member present will receive a $10 bill 
credit and be eligible to win an electric grill at 
the end of the meeting. Cookies and soft drinks 
will be served. 

We want all of our members to understand the 
ramifications of customer choice and clear up any 
misconceptions. All electric consumers will stay 
connected to the same distribution company and 
that company will be responsible for the mainte¬ 
nance of the electric lines and the quality of ser¬ 
vice. If given choice, you will be able to choose your 
energy provider. 
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It is important that you understand the deci¬ 
sion that the board of directors must make on 
behalf of the cooperative as to whether members 
will have choice. It remains to be seen how many 
other suppliers will be interested in providing 
energy to sparsely populated areas. Most suppli¬ 
ers are going to be interested in providing energy 
to the larger loads. 

We invite you to attend one of our member 
meetings so you will be better informed on de¬ 
regulation. 



ici pate in El EC Day 
1 ^ at the 

19^9 U.S. HOT AIR 
BALLOON 
NATIONAL 

AMPIONSHIPS 
Sunday, August 8 
10 a.m.— 10 p.m. 

EIEC is a proud sponsor of the “Family Venue” 
tent and Live Line Demonstration during the 
1999 U.S. Hot Air Balloon National Champion¬ 
ships. You can enjoy all types of family activi¬ 
ties and entertainment. Don’t forget to check 
out the SkyQuest Mobile display and DIRECTV. 

A 

Activities include the Golden Knights Air 
Show, evening balloon launches and night glow. 

• A hospitality tent will be available for mem¬ 
bers to get a cold drink and cool off. 

Admission is $5 per person (12 and under 
FREE). This includes parking and the events. 

During the event, EIEC will be rolling out its 
association as a Touchstone Energy®partner. 

Hours of the August 6-15, 1999 
U.S. National Hot Air Balloon Championships: 

Saturday & Sunday, 10 a.m. — 10 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 4 p.m. — 10 p.m. 

For more information, check out the EIEC web site at 
www.eiec.org. 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the 
under-served rural community. 
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El EC has another winner! 

The students took time out during the Youth to Washington tour to have their photo taken 
with Congressman Thomas Ewing. Pictured are (l-r): Brandon Blackburn, Laura Anderson, 
Congressman Ewing, Erin George, and David Yang. 

While it’s pretty well understood that the youths 
who are picked to go on the Youth to Washington 
tour are pretty special, it seems that those cho¬ 
sen by EIEC are literally _ the finest 
of the finest. 

Erin George, the 17- 
year-old daughter of 
Timothy and Sharon 
George of Hoopeston, 
was elected by the 
other youths on the 
tour to represent 
Illinois on the 
National Rural 
Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association’s 
Youth Leadership 
Council. 

During the 
bus ride to 
Washington, 
tour members 
campaign for 
the office and 
submit an 
essay spell¬ 
ing out why they 
feel qualified to hold the po¬ 
sition, and others vote for their choice. 

Of the 56 kids on the tour, all leaders in their 
own right, some 12 sought the office. Not surpris¬ 

ingly, Erin won. 
Part of her responsibilities in the coming year 

will involve a trip to the Youth Leadership Con¬ 
ference held at the National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association’s (NRECA) Nebraska Center for 

Continuing Education in Lincoln, Ne¬ 
braska. The conference deals 

with the electric 

Ge 0r9e 

are 
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utility industry from the invention of the light bulb 
to the beginning of the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram, up to today’s deregulation, and on into the 
next century. 

She will speak at the annual meeting of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
July 29 in Springfield. In addition, she will work 
at NRECA’s annual meeting March 19-22, 2000, 
in Orlando, Florida. 

Jeannie Kingston, manager of administrative 
services for EIEC and coordinator of the co-op’s 
Youth Tour essay contest, says, “We are very proud 
of Erin and her accomplishments, and we are 
pleased that Eastern Illini has the opportunity to 
invest in the youth and future of our communi¬ 
ties.” 

Erin, who has done some traveling, was born 
in Michigan, and has attended four high schools 
— so far. Her dad, who works in retail manage¬ 
ment, has a job that involves travel and reloca¬ 
tion. At present, he manages the Pamida 
department store in Hoopeston. It shouldn’t sur¬ 
prise people who know Erin to see her take up a 
leadership role. Her resume, after just three years 
of high school, sports a list of activities that many 
a ready-to-graduate college student would admire. 

She is first in her class, with a 4.0 grade point 

average, and was a chairman of the 1999 prom 
committee. She’s a member of the National Honor 
Society, Junior National Honor Society, Key Club, 
a member of the worship team for Children’s 
Church, and is a member of the Praise and Wor¬ 
ship team at her church. 

This year, Erin was marshal for the 1999 gradu¬ 
ation, math team member, science team member, 
and took third place in WYSE competition for sci¬ 
ence, and lettered in Scholastic Bowl. In addition, 
she received the outstanding student award and 
the National Language Arts Olympiad Award, in 
which she brought home second place honors. 

She was active in her speech class, she notes, 
and had roles in several theatre productions. While 
it often seems that academic excellence often can¬ 
cels out athletic ability, Erin is involved in some 
athletics. “I play soccer,” she says, “and since the 
school’s too small to have a girls’ team, I play with 
the guys. I play softball, too.” 

In what must be an astonishingly small amount 
of spare time, Erin also keeps busy with church 
activities. “I taught ladies’ bible study, children’s 
bible study, and I’m a member of a ministry team 
taking food, clothing and God’s word to the streets 
of New Orleans during Mardi Gras,” she notes. 

Round the Clock 
Secu 

Nearly 68% of home burglaries occur when no one is home, and over 55% occur 
between 6 am and 6 pm and during the day! 

Now your can protect your property 24 hours/day, 365 day/year with an affordable 
monitored security system! 

Alert Security Home Security Systems are wireless systems which provide home 
intrusion, environmental and health care monitoring services, in addition to home automation 
life-style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and more than just security! 

Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. 
An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 1 -877/572-5378 
Eastern Illini Branch Office iiimois License #127-001022 
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Hawks renovate old corn crib 
There’s no doubt that some people are good at 

finding creative uses for old buildings, and Larry 
and Monique Hawk have found a good use for an 
old corn crib on their place near Champaign. 
They’ve turned it into a very attractive home. 

Their new home was the focus of a geothermal 
field day on Tuesday, May 21, and some 80 people 
turned out to munch on porkburgers and chips, 
and to “kick the tires and slam the doors” on the 
house. 

The Hawks brought in several contractors, in¬ 
cluding Hoveln Heating and Cooling of 
Thomasboro, who installed their geothermal sys¬ 
tem. By the time the dust settled, they had an 
energy-efficient home with two stories and a base¬ 
ment, and some 3,900 square feet. 

Soon, they will be enjoying almost unbelievably 
low heating and cooling bills in their spacious old/ 
new home. Hoveln's heat loss calculations indi¬ 
cate that the Hawks will be able to heat the struc¬ 

ture for some $433 per year, partly by taking ad¬ 
vantage of EIEC’s four-cent heating rate. At the 
same time, they’ll save about 60 percent on their 
cost of hot water, which usually runs about a dol¬ 
lar a day for the average household. Hoveln's pro¬ 
jections suggest that Hawks' water heating costs 
will be $217 per year, and the cooling costs $223. 

Part of the savings will come from the snugly 
built house, and a major portion will come from 
their geothermal heating and cooling system, 
which uses a series of pipes buried underground 
to take advantage of nature’s stored warmth and 
coolness. 

EIEC will help finance a geothermal system in 
a member’s home, if the member qualifies. Those 
who do can borrow up to $10,000 at 6.5% inter¬ 
est and have the payments added to their monthly 
electric bills. 

Believe it or 
not, this home 
was once a 
corn crib. Now, 
it’s a modern, 
energy-efficient 
dwelling. 

The Home’s 
agricultural 
roots are visible 
in this photo, 
and so is some 
of the blown-in 
cellulose 
insulation that 
will make it so 
easy to heat and 
cool. 
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IT’S UNBEUEUABLE! 
IT’S INCREBIBLE! 

IT’S Al 

IT’S HEREI 
DIRECTV System only $99 

The word is out: SkyQuest has the best DIRECTV®deal ever. DIRECTV delivers over 200 
channels of crystal-clear digital television pictures and CD-quality sound. Wait no more. 
SkyQuest has it — right here, right now. 

DIRECTV 

Call SkyQuest today at (800) 236-9263 SkyQuest 
DIRECTV and DSS are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of GM Hughes Electronics. 

Equipment and programming sold separately. © NRTC 1996 

«”* *nd f°t,”''.!rfo, deiermining <!«>>«» 
2 : a test or "nt!r'.°Touchstone Energy : 
or genuineness •   ^ electric co-ops 

NO MATTER HOW YOU DEFINE IT, ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES ARE GOOD FOR AMERICA. WE PROVIDE AT-COST POWER, 

RELIABLY AND AFFORDABLY TO BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS ALIKE. THAT’S THE WAY IT’S BEEN FOR DECADES. AND THAT’S THE 

WAY IT WILL STAY 

NOW, ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES ARE COMING TOGETHER IN A NATIONWIDE ALLIANCE 

CALLED TOUCHSTONE ENERGY® 

WE’RE NOT CHANGING OUR NAME, OUR OWNERSHIP OR OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU. YOUR BUSINESS AND YOUR VOICE 

ARE STILL VERY IMPORTANT TO US. 

AS A TOUCHSTONE ENERGY® PARTNER, WE’LL BE SHARING IDEAS AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES WHILE CONTINUING 

OUR DEDICATION TO BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS IN THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE. 

TOUCHSTONE ENERGY® IT’S THE DEFINITION OF WHAT SERVICE SHOULD BE. 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
http://www.touchstoneenergy.com A Touchstone Energy" Partner 

AUGUST 1999 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16g 



Board meeting report 
The Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative Board of 

Directors held its regular monthly meeting June 22, 
1999, at the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the May 25, 1999, regular board meet¬ 
ing and executive session were approved. 

The May 30, 1999, statement of revenues and 
expenses including the following information was 
approved: Total Operating Revenues $1,438,775, 
Total Operating Expenses $306,176, Total Cost of 
Electric Service $1,429,711, Operating Margins 
$9,064, Total Margins $22,613 and Year-To-Date 
Margins $297,554. 

In May, 66 members joined the cooperative and 
57 terminated their memberships. 

A report of the June 21 Audit and Finance Com¬ 
mittee was given by Director Bauer, chairman of the 
committee. The 1998 Audit Report, prepared by 
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel LLP, was reviewed by the 
committee. The audit report indicated the 
cooperative’s records were in good order and in com¬ 
pliance with applicable standards and requirements. 
In accordance with the cooperative’s bylaws, the 
committee examined the accounts of the coopera¬ 
tive and reviewed expense statements, disburse¬ 
ments and supporting data. All records were found 
to be in order. After discussion, the board approved 
the report of the committee and accepted the 1998 
Audit Report. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut gave a recap of 
the June 17 Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives board meeting. Financial, legislative, engineer¬ 
ing and regulatory reports were presented and plans 
for the July 29-30 AIEC annual meeting were re¬ 
viewed. 

The June 16 Soyland Power Cooperative board 
meeting was highlighted by Director Ludwig. Direc¬ 
tor Knox and President/CEO Champion also at¬ 
tended. Financial, power supply, marketing and Y2K 
reports were presented. The next board meeting will 
be held July 21 at the conclusion of the strategic 

 — ;;—I, 

planning workshop, which will be held July 19-21 
at Eagle Creek. The EIEC board selected President/ 
CEO Champion to serve on the Alert Security Board. 

Voting representatives and alternates were se¬ 
lected for the AIEC annual meeting, which will be 
held July 29-30 in Springfield. Chairman of the 
Board Chesnut was selected as the voting represen¬ 
tative for the AIEC annual meeting and Director 
Byers was selected as the alternate. Director Byers 
was selected as the voting delegate for the NRECA 
meeting which will be held in conjunction with the 
AIEC annual meeting and Director Ludwig as the 
alternate. 

The Board went into Executive Session. 
After reconvening in regular session, the board 

approved participating in CFC’s PowerVision pro¬ 
gram; entering into a three phase interruptible con¬ 
tract with Remington Hybrid Seed Co.; giving each 
member who attends one of the deregulation meet¬ 
ings in August a $10.00 bill credit and the opportu¬ 
nity to win an electric grill; and leasing space on the 
Pesotum tower to Magnitude of Tuscola. 

President/CEO Champion provided the board with 
the following information: Y2K compliance initiatives; 
job training and safety activities for June; Erin 
George of Hoopeston, EIEC first place essay contest 
winner, has been selected to represent Illinois on 
the NRECA Youth Leadership Council; and Touch¬ 
stone Energy® will be a sponsor of the U.S. National 
Balloon Championship in Rantoul. 

President/CEO Champion reported on the opera¬ 
tions of Rural TV, Utili~soft and Alert Security & 
Energy Services, Inc. SkyQuest Manager Dave 
Lithgow reported that SkyQuest has 12,114 
DIRECTV subscribers and will be sponsoring Joe 
Diffie at the Iroquois County Fair on July 17. Infor¬ 
mation on the Internet business was provided by 
IlliCom Net Service Manager Kevin Osterbur. 

There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

HERE IS A SAMPLE OF THE MANY ENERGY EFFICIENCY PRODUCTS 
YOU CAN FINANCE THROUGH THE EC HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM: 

Heat pumps 
Air conditioners 

Water heaters 
Window/door replacement 

EC HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS 
HAVE MANY ATTRACTIVE FEATURES INCLUDING: 

Insulation 
Geothermal systems 

You may borrow as little 
as $1, 000 and as much 

as$15,000 

• Your loan of up to $5,000 
can be repaid over 12 to 60 

months; loans between 
$5,000 and $15,000 can be 
extended up to 120 months 

Call the Marketing Department 
at 1-800-824-5102 for information 

Interest rates on your 
loan are fixed for the 

life of the loan 

[[JHOME IMPROVEMENT 
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George, Heyen recognized 
at AIEC meeting 

Erin George, daughter of Timothy and Sharon George of Hoopeston and Tim Heyen, son of Joe and Joan 
Heyen of Tuscola, were recognized Thursday, July 29, during the 58th annual meeting of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) in Springfield. George represented Eastern lllini Electric 
Cooperative (EIEC) on the “Youth to Washington” tour in mid-June and was elected by her peers as the 
Illinois delegate to the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association Youth Leadership Council. Heyen 
is this year’s winner of the $1,000 Illinois Electric Cooperatives Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship 
is one of two awarded annually. One is given to the son or daughter of an electric cooperative member, 
while the other goes to the child of a co-op employee or director. The elder Heyen is employed by EIEC. 
Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO of EIEC, and Marion Chesnut of Rossville, Chairman, were on 
hand when the youths were honored. Also during the meeting, Chesnut was re-elected Chairman of the 
board of directors of the AIEC. Based in Springfield, the AIEC is the statewide service organization for 26 
electric distribution cooperatives, two generation and transmission cooperatives and six telephone 
cooperatives in Illinois. Its members provide electricity and various other services to more than 234,000 
farms, homes and businesses in 86 counties. Pictured from left are Champion, George, Heyen and Chesnut. 
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Linda Kibler is pictured in front of her B&B near Dewey. 

Victorian B&B near Fisher is worth a visit 
Linda Kibler lives on 11 acres of giant oak trees and meadows, and “the river runs through it.” She 

has turned her home into a bed and breakfast establishment, and with good reason: she likes people 
and has a large Victorian home which she likes to share. 

Linda and her husband, Carl, had planned for a long time to build a home of their own, and they 
intended to build large and beautiful. For years, Carl worked at the printing department at the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois, and Linda drove a school bus, while they raised their two daughters. 

As the girls married and left home, and as Carl 
became a supervisor at the university, they decided it 
was time to build. They bought 11 acres on the 
Sangamon River a few miles northeast of Fisher, and 
moved a small trailer onto the site, to live in while they 
built. 

Sadly, Carl was diagnosed with a brain tumor 
about the time the house was nearing completion, and 
died after a spirited yearlong fight with the disease. 

That left Linda with a decision to make. She looked 
over her options and opportunities, and decided to con¬ 
vert her home into a B&B. She had a fairly good loca¬ 
tion, since she was near the University of Illinois, close 
to the U.S. Hot Air Balloon Festival, and was close to 
Hardy’s Evergreen Acres, with its reindeer ranch and 
Christmas activities. And she was close to several good 
restaurants. 

Before long, she’d furnished a large bedroom on 
the ground floor. “It has a king-sized four-poster bed, a 
chaise lounge, and a bathroom with his and hers oak 
vanities,” Linda says, “and there’s a newTV/VCR, with 
satellite programming. Videos are available. 

“The upstairs suite has three rooms and has a 
California king-sized bed. There is a chair and chaise 
lounge, a huge private bathroom with a two-person 
Jacuzzi, his and hers sinks and comfortable media room 
with satellite TV and VCR.” 

But there is more to a good B&B than just a place 
Linda and Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/ to sleep, and Linda has looked after those details. The 
CEO of EIEC, visit in front of the massive fireplace, house has a good-sized pool, and a large sunroom that 
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Top photo - Both 
bedrooms feature large, 
comfortable beds. 

Left photo - A B&B is just 
not a place to relax unless 
it has places to kick back. 
This room is perfectly 
suited to do just that. 

Bottom photo - Linda 
serves a full breakfast in 
this dining room. 

cappuccino or a soft drink as they re¬ 
lax in the sunroom. 

“There’s a full breakfast included 
each day,” she says, “and I’ll provide 
lunch and dinner at extra cost.” 

For those who need lodging in the 
Champaign-Urbana area, or who 
might want to sample a first-class 
B&B experience, Linda’s Oak Mead¬ 
ows might well be the place to go. 
For further information, you can 
write to Linda at 789 County Road 
3300 N., Dewey, IL 61840, or phone 
her at (217) 897-1775. She has a 
home page at www.oakmea- 
dows.com. 

has a large-screen TV. Her dining room is 
large and spacious, and the great room has 
a massive fireplace. 

For the energetic, there are some inter¬ 
esting possibilities. “You might want to 
shoot a few hoops with the basketball, go 
jogging, ride bicycles, play ping-pong or 
work out on the exercise equipment,” Linda 
says, “or you might just want to splash or 
swim in the heated pool or sunbathe on 
the patio by the rose garden.” 

Of course, the 
place is air-condi¬ 
tioned. In fact, 
while it’s not 
something your 
average B&B en¬ 
thusiast might no¬ 
tice, the place is 
heated and cooled 
by a geothermal 
system, which 
provides heating, 
cooling and do¬ 
mestic hot water 
very inexpensively. 

“We put a lot of 
thought into 
building the 
place,” Linda says, 
“and we decided to 
go with the geothermal system. We 
looked at the projections, and learned 
that the system would be better than 
propane, and would save a lot of money 
by heating and cooling their home with 
a geothermal system. Since natural gas 
wasn’t available, that wasn’t an option.” 

At any rate, Linda remarks that her 
B&B is a great place to relax, and that, 
in the evenings, her guests might enjoy 
blackberry pie a la mode, or a hot fudge 
sundae with a cup of tea, coffee, 

A Jacuzzi for two is the main feature of this bath. 
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You’re there for your customers. Is your energy 
provider there 181 you? § You've succeeded because 

you listen to your cus¬ 

tomers. We listen to ours 

because, quite frankly, 

we're cooperatives, owned by 

the customers we serve. 

Like business, energy is 

changing. And we want to 

make sure that the change 

is good for you. That's why 

we've come together to create 

l e 

\ 

a nationwide partnership of 

cooperative energy providers. 

Together, we're known as 

Touchstone Energy® 

As Touchstone Energy® 

Partners, we're able to offer 

enhanced services, take advan¬ 

tage of improved resources and 

participate in a nationwide 

commitment to providing the 

i best energy services possible. 

Of course, what's good for 

your customers is what's good 

for ours, which is why 

Touchstone Energy® Partners 

will always remain locally 

owned, locally based co-ops, 

providing low-cost electricity, first- 

rate service and a commitment 

to large and small businesses all 

across America. After all, isn't 

the customer always right? 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 
http://www.tOUChstoneenergy.COm A Touchstone Energy* Partner 

Stop writing checks! 
Use ElEC’s Direct Pay Plan to pay your bills 

There is a simple, convenient way to pay your bill 
and the payment will always be on time. The Direct 
Pay Plan works by electronically debiting your bank 
account each month for the exact amount of the bill. 
Direct Pay is especially convenient if you are away 
from home for an extended time. Payment is auto¬ 
matically withdrawn and transferred to EIEC on the 
due date noted on your bill which you will continue tc 
each month. Plus, your payment will also appear on you 
bank statement. 

You can specify your checking or savings account at any bank, savings and loan, or credit union, 
which offers electronic payment. Most financial institutions offer this service, but you might call 
yours to check. 

Your bill will show your monthly electric use, the due date and amount of your payment so you can 
track your electrical use and have ample time to update your bank account. The payment will also 
appear on your checking or savings account statement. 

• Direct Pay is free and you may cancel the service at any time. 
• Direct Pay is another “powerful solution” for EIEC members. 
• EIEC also accepts VISA and MasterCard payments (includes bank debit cards). 
Sign up for this service today. Call (800) 824-5102 or (217) 379-2131. 
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Farm Safety 
More than 30,000 collisions on public roads each 

year involve agricultural equipment. A motorist 
driving 50 mph has less than 10 seconds to react to a 
tractor 400 feet ahead that is traveling 15 mph. Watch for 
the triangular slow moving vehicle emblem. Farmers, be 
sure that faded emblems are replaced, positioned with the 
point up and clearly visible from the rear. 

We urge farmers to renew their commitment to safety, 
and be extra careful when working around electric lines. 

ire is the third leading cause of accidental 
death, with approximately 10 people dying in home fires a 

I day! 
Even if you’re asleep, can’t get to the phone, or are away from 

your home, Alert’s security systems provide round the clock monitor¬ 
ing of smoke and fire detectors to immediately notify your fire 
department of an unsuspected fire! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide home intrusion, environmental and 
health care monitoring services, in addition to home automation life style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 
and more than just security! 

/ fl Alert Security 
C Jf-'M & Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member- 

Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 
1-877/572-5378 

Eastern mini Branch Office 
Illinois License # 127-001022 
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thermal field day on June 26. Around 70 indi¬ 
viduals turned out to see the home and the ex¬ 
traordinary geothermal system installed by Dave 
King of Triangle Heating & Cooling, Tuscola. 

The first visitors to arrive came from Michigan 
City, Indiana. They were interested in seeing a 
geothermal system and had attempted to find one 
at a showcase of homes in the Chicago area. After 
visiting a number of the showcase homes and not 
finding one with a geothermal system, they vis¬ 
ited the WaterFurnace web site (waterfurnace.com) 
and learned that there was a geothermal field day 
at the Wood’s home near Atwood. 

If you need a new heating or air conditioning 
system or you are planning to build a new home, 
contact EIEC’s marketing department so you can 
learn more about the geothermal system. It will 
save you up to 60 percent on your monthly heat¬ 
ing bills. If you qualify, you can borrow up to 
$10,000 to install a geothermal system through 
EIEC’s 6.5 percent loan program and have the pay¬ 
ments added to your monthly electric bills. With 
a geothermal system, you can also take advan¬ 
tage of EIEC’s 4 cent electric heat rate. 

Woods build on 
old home place 

Jim and Carey Wood built a one and 
one-half story frame home with a geo¬ 
thermal heating, cooling and hot wa¬ 
ter system on the Wood’s old home 
place near Atwood. “The old house had 
four fuel oil stoves and no insulation,” 
said Jim. “Our new home has a Pre¬ 
mier WaterFurnace system and it was 
constructed using 2x6 walls and cel¬ 
lulose insulation.” 

Co-op members were invited to visit 
the Wood’s new home during a geo- 

Planning to dig? 
Call JULIE 

Planning to dig or disturb the earth — call JULIE toll 
free at (800) 892-0123 at least two working days prior to 
breaking ground. The call and the service are free to those 
planning to dig. 

When requesting a JULIE locate, provide the name, 
telephone number, county, township or town, closest town 
and distance, section number, excavation site address, near¬ 
est cross road and the type of work being performed. You will 
need to keep the information you receive from the operator until the 
work is completed. 

The location of EIEC underground power cables will be marked with either red flags or 
red spray paint. It is the responsibility of the owner to inform the excavator of any under¬ 
ground power cables that are not owned by EIEC. 

Be responsible and work safely — call JULIE before you dig 
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Unbelievable 

Call SkyQuest at 
(800) 236-9263 

SkyQuest 

Entertainment. 
Unbeatable 

Value 
Now onl 
$ 

The kids are back to school and you deserve a break. Take 
advantage of the only satellite service with more than 200 chan¬ 
nels of hard-hitting action and programs that are out of this 
world. See for yourself what all of the excitement is about and 
why DIRECTV is America’s #1 satellite TV service. 

SEPTEMBER 1999 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 16g 



Board meeting report 
The Board of Directors of Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative held its regular monthly meeting at 
the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton on July 
27, 1999. 

Minutes of the June 22, 1999, regular board 
meeting and executive session were approved. 

The June 30, 1999, statement of revenues and 
expenses including the following information was 
approved: Total Operating Revenues $1,492,597, 
Total Operating Expenses $373,267, Total Cost 
of Electric Service $1,621,697, Operating Margins 
($129,100), Total Margins ($113,666) and 
Year-To-Date Margins $183,888. 

During June, 109 members joined the coop¬ 
erative and 104 terminated their memberships. 

A report of the July 15 Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives Board meeting was given by 
Chairman of the Board Chesnut. Financial, legis¬ 
lative, engineering, regulatory and Youth to Wash¬ 
ington Tour reports were given. 

Director Ludwig reviewed the July 19, 20 and 
21 Soyland Power Cooperative Strategic Planning 
Workshop and Board meeting that were held at 
Eagle Creek in Shelbyville. President/CEO Cham¬ 
pion also attended. In addition to the very pro¬ 
ductive strategic planning session, financial, 
power supply, marketing and Y2K reports were 
presented and two new policies were approved. 
Because of a recent career change. Director Knox 
resigned as EIEC’s Alternate Director to the SPC 
Board. Therefore, the EIEC board selected Harold 
Loy as the SPC Alternate Director. 

Directors Aden, Anderson, Bauer, Byers and Loy 
reported that the NRECA Course 2630.2 Business 
Planning for Directors that they attended in 
Springfield on July 13 and 14 was very worth¬ 
while. 

The board approved a tree trimming contract, 

CFC resolution to participate in the CFC 
PowerVision program, writing off $43,114.74 of 
uncollectible accounts, entering into a three phase 
contract with Vincent Hansen of Clifton, offering 
hydraulic hose replacements and repairs to the 
public, and installing security systems at EIEC’s 
facilities. 

Director Raber summarized the June 18 safety 
and all employee meetings he attended. A com¬ 
prehensive report of job training and safety ac¬ 
tivities for July was furnished by President/CEO 
Champion. 

President/CEO Champion provided the board 
with the following information: load control ac¬ 
tivities implemented last week saved the coopera¬ 
tive $120,000 in fixed costs; details of the August 
member meetings that will be held throughout the 
cooperative’s service territory; Y2K compliance 
initiatives; the U.S. National Balloon Champion¬ 
ship activities; an update on the capital credit 
refund; an affiliation has been established with 
Western Union Collection Services that will allow 
members to obtain and transfer cash more 
quickly. 

The Board went into Executive Session. 
A synopsis of the Rural TV, Utili-soft and Alert 

Security & Energy Services, Inc. operations was 
furnished by President/CEO Champion. Sky Quest 
Manager Dave Lithgow reported that SkyQuest 
has 12,393 DIRECTV subscribers. Additionally, 
Lithgow announced that SkyQuest had received 
three marketing awards at the NRECA National 
Sales Conference in Las Vegas. Information on the 
Internet business was provided by IlliCom Net 
Service Manager Kevin Osterbur. 

There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Energy efficiency loans for your home 

Is your home using too much power 
and doing too little work? 

Replace that aging air conditioner or upgrade your insulation today and save on your utility 
bills! Through the EC Home Improvement loan program, you can make your home more com¬ 
fortable and energy efficient. An EC Home Improvement loan is competitively priced, requires 
no down payment or application fee, is unsecured, and can be prepaid without a penalty. 

Contact EIEC’s Marketing Department 
At (800) 824-5102 EZ:HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life 
in the under-served rural community. 

16h ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ SEPTEMBER 1999 



Eastern Illini_ 
Electric News * Electric News 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 www.eiec.org 

Nominating Committee To Meet November 1 
Members of the 2000 Nomi¬ 

nating Committee were invited to 
attend the August 24 Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative board 
of directors meeting to observe 
the board in action. The 11 mem¬ 
ber board is charged with the 
tremendous responsibility of es¬ 
tablishing policies, implement¬ 
ing rates and guiding the 
operation of a $47 million cor¬ 
poration. 

The Nominating Committee 
will meet November 1, 1999, to 
select candidates for the nomi¬ 
nating committee election in Dis¬ 
tricts 2, 3, and 6 that will be 
conducted by mail balloting dur¬ 
ing December. The committee 
will also nominate candidates for 
director elections in Districts 5, 
7, 9 and one at large director in 
the Northern District that will be 
held at the March 11, 2000, an¬ 
nual meeting in Paxton. Direc¬ 
tors presently serving in those 
districts are Robert W. Bauer of 
Cissna Park, District 5; Bradley 
J. Ludwig of Fithian, District 7; 
Herbert L. Aden of Newman, Dis¬ 
trict 9; and Glenn R. Anderson 
of Kempton, At Large Director in 
the Northern District. If nomi¬ 
nated, the incumbent directors 
will seek reelection. 

The Nominating Committee 

process is conducted in accor¬ 
dance with the following provi¬ 
sion of the Cooperative’s bylaws. 
Article 111, Section 3.7: Nomi¬ 
nations: 

“Candidates for the Board of 
Directors shall be nominated by 
a Nominating Committee, elected 
by the members as hereinbefore 
provided in Section 3.5, Nominat¬ 
ing Committee, and, in addition 
hereto, other candidates for the 
Board of Directors may be nomi¬ 
nated by petition signed by not 
less than twenty five (25) mem¬ 
bers and filed with Secretary of 
the Cooperative not less than 

forty-five (45) days prior to the 
Annual Meeting of Members. 
Nominations from the floor shall 
not be permitted. The Nominating 
Committee shall prepare and post 
at the principal office of the Co¬ 
operative at least thirty (30) days 
before the Annual Meeting a list 
of nominations for directors and 
the Secretary shall post, at the 
same time and place, the names 
of candidates duly nominated by 
petition. 

“A specimen ballot marked 
“Ballot for Directors” containing 
the names and addresses of all 
nominees listed in the order de¬ 
termined by lot conducted by the 
Board of Directors of the Coopera¬ 

tive shall be printed in or mailed 
with the notice of the meeting. The 
Secretary shall also have printed 
in or mailed with the said notice 
of the meeting or separately not 
less than ten (10) days prior to 
said annual meeting, a statement 
of the number of directors to be 
elected and the district from 
which they are to be elected and 
showing separately the nomina¬ 
tions made by the Nominating 
Committee and the nominations 
made by petition. The members 
may, at any meeting at which a 
director shall be removed, as 
herein provided, elect his or her 
successor without compliance 
with theforegoing provisions with 
respect to nominations. Notwith¬ 
standing anything contained in 
this Section, failure to comply with 
any of the provisions of this Sec¬ 
tion shall not effect, in any man¬ 
ner whatsoever, the validity of 
any election of directors or any 
action taken by the Board of Di¬ 
rectors efter the election of direc¬ 
tors. ” 

If you are interested in serv¬ 
ing on the Nominating Commit¬ 
tee or being a director, please 
contact one of the following 
Nominating Committee mem¬ 
bers: 

Nominating Committee 
Dist. 1 - Wayne F. Apperson, 699 County Road 3600N, Foosland, IL 61845 
Dist. 2 - Terry Bose, R. R. 1, Box 24, Anchor, IL 61720 
Dist. 3 - Roger R. Ebert, 1464 N 1100E Rd., Onarga, IL 60955 
Dist. 4 - Michael Caise, 2448 E 290ON Rd., Beaverville, IL 60912 
Dist. 5 - John Wilkening, 800 N 1448E Rd., Cissna Park, IL 60924 
Dist. 6 - James Weston, 17970 Attica Rd., Rossville, IL 60963 
Dist. 7 - Duane Schluter, 2536 County Road 3100N, Penfield, IL 61862 
Dist. 8 - David Schmidt, 1496 E 60ON Rd., Ivesdale, IL 61851 
Dist. 9 - Richard L. Davis, 158 County Road 2000E, Longview, IL 61852 
Northern Dist. At Large - J. Orin Taylor, 33534 E 170ON Rd., Cullom, IL 60929 
Northern Dist. At Large - Lavon C. Blasey, R. R. 2, Box 109, Clifton, IL 60927 
Northern Dist. At Large - Darrell Abrahamson, 1740 E 70ON Rd., Loda, IL 60948 
Southern Dist. At Large - Carl Bialeschki, 939 County Road 400N, Tolono, IL 61880 
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is cooperative 
month 

There is a place where buyers and sellers meet 
and it is usually called a market. There is another 
place where people meet for business, and that 
place is called a cooperative. 

Through the cooperative form of business, 
people become something more than buyers or 
sellers. They become full participants in the free 
enterprise system. Co-op members not only buy 
goods and services from the cooperative, they also 
own the business. They use their combined power 
to invest their capital, operate their own business, 
provide themselves and others with goods and 
services and share the benefits. 

Each year, cooperative businesses generate 
more than $100 million in economic activity and 
enhance the lives of more than 100 million Ameri¬ 
cans. During the month of October, people from 
every type of cooperative business celebrate their 
achievements. Cooperatives contribute so great a 
value to our nation that we should join the cel¬ 
ebration. 

Consider that cooperative businesses bring into 
the American free enterprise system people from 

every walk of life and every economic condition. 
Cooperatives bring people together for housing, 
health care, groceries, electricity, hardware, tele¬ 
phone, telecommunications and financial services. 
Cooperatives are inseparable from our nation’s 
agricultural production, processing and distribu¬ 
tion industries. 

Earlier in this century, the U.S. Congress, by 
law, confirmed cooperatives’ role in the main¬ 
stream of American business. That wisdom has 
been tested and proven correct year after year, 
and today cooperative businesses are an irreplace¬ 
able part of our economy. As we look around, we 
can see many examples of how cooperatives have 
enriched our communities and contributed to our 
shared prosperity. 

Business trends go up and down, and fads and 
fashions spring up and fade away; but coopera¬ 
tive businesses produce an enduring economic 
liberty for all people. That liberty is worthy of cel¬ 
ebrating and preserving. 

COOPERATIVES 

Here Come The 
Goblins, Ghosts 

Businesses People Trust 

Not to mention witches, black cats and jack-o’- 
lanterns. 

As your young ones, and older ones too, 
celebrate Halloween, we remind you to help them 
have a good time, sensibly and safely. 
• Make sure there are enough adults in charge of 

the indoor and outdoor activities. 
• Hand out healthy treats instead of, or along with, 

the candy. Don’t take candy from strangers! 
• Know addresses and phone numbers of parties 

your teenagers might attend. 
A little common sense and care will put the fin¬ 

ishing touches on a festive Halloween celebration. 
And don’t forget to leave on the porch light for your 
goblins’ safe return home! 
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Attend El EC’s 
Geothermal Field Day 

Thursday, October 14th 

11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
K Bar M Farms 

Ken and Grace Kinder and Joel Moore 

See a geothermal system at K Barr M Farm near 

Fisher. Owned by Ken and Grace Kinder and Joel 

Moore of Mahomet, the 60’ x 100’ stables, riding 

arena and living quarters are under construction. 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling of Thomasboro installed 

the amazing WaterFurnace system that heats, 

cools and provides domestic water heating. 

With a geothermal system, you can take ad¬ 

vantage of EIEC’s 4<J electric heat rate 

and save up to 60% or more on your monthly heat¬ 

ing bills. The safe, clean, convenient and environ¬ 

mentally friendly system provides total comfort 

with constant temperature and humidity control. 

In addition, there is no noisy, unsightly outdoor 

equipment. You can borrow up to $10,000 
to install a geothermal system if you qualify for 

EIEC’s 6*5% loan program. 

EIEC employees will be available to discuss the 

advantages of a geothermal system. Ed Hoveln of 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling will also be on hand to 

assist with the field day and answer your ques¬ 

tions. 

Attend the field day October 14th and see the 

incredible geothermal system. 
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The new building is a real beauty, and is a welcome addition to the Champaign County Forest Preserve 
District. Reproduced by permission of the Champaign-Urbana Gazette. Permission does not imply 
endorsement by the newspaper. 

New pavilion is major attraction 
at Homer Lake 

Homer Lake has a new $354,000 addition, and 
it’s a real boon to the area. It’s a new indoor/ 
outdoor recreation complex that is about as mod¬ 
ern as it can get. The centerpiece of the place is a 
new building, with meeting facilities for up to 120 
persons. 

“Its main function is for large family gather¬ 
ings such as reunions,” says Brian Taylor, site 
superintendent for the Champaign County For¬ 
est Preserve District, “and weddings and recep¬ 
tions. While we’ve had several weddings here, most 
of those who arrange receptions here are married 
somewhere else, then have the reception here.” 

The building, which is built of cedar, was pre¬ 
fabricated and trucked to the site, where it was 
erected by the Forest Preserve employees. Plumb¬ 
ing and wiring were subcontracted, Brian notes. 

A Homer native, Brian went off to the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois to get a degree in secondary educa¬ 
tion, and returned to serve in his current position. 
He’s been there eight years. 

“The building is heated and air-conditioned,” 
he says, “and that’s a real advantage. It has large 
windows that look out over the lake, and there’s 
a large outside deck. Incidentally, the picnic tables 
on the deck are made from recycled milk jugs, 
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and there are umbrellas to provide shade.” 
He notes that the building was entered in a 

statewide competition, and that it was one of four 
to receive an award. There were 125 submissions, 
he adds. 

The fine cedar building, which looks like it would 
be a natural home for a massive fireplace, was 
actually designed for one. “There just wasn’t 
enough money to build one,” Brian says, “but we 
did build in a foundation so a fireplace can be 
added in the future. We’ll have one built fairly soon, 
I think. It’d be a beautiful addition to the build¬ 
ing. We did have the money to put in a large 
kitchen with lots of counter space, a stove, refrig¬ 
erator, large sink and a microwave.” 

While the building is relatively new, and is a 
really welcome addition to the area, it’s not the 
only attraction. There is an amphitheater built 
from large limestone blocks, a new boat launch 
facility, and several miles of interpretive trails for 
those who enjoy hiking. 

Brian remarks that the new building has proven 
to be far more popular than the old facility, which 
is smaller and lacks air conditioning. “It’s been 
pretty well received by the University of Illinois for 
workshops, and some businesses have scheduled 



The building and its deck overlook the 100-acre Homer Lake. 

retreats and workshops there, 
too. 

“But it’s far more well-utilized 
on weekends,” he adds, “and 
we’re booked up almost com¬ 
pletely for the whole year, al¬ 
though I encourage people who 
want a first-class meeting place 
to call us. We occasionally have 
a cancellation. Our bookings are 
handled through an office in 
Mahomet.” 

Brian Taylor, left, shows EIEC 
President/CEO Wm. David 
Champion, Jr., the building’s 
interlocking cedar components. 

There is an amphitheater for outdoor presentations. A large, well-appointed kitchen is provided for 
those who want to prepare meals. 
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life Safetfi 
: he #1 reason people buy a security system is for “life safety!” 
Whether it’s protecting you and your loved ones from a home intruder, a 

health care emergency, deadly home fire or carbon monoxide poisoning, 
Alert security systems are designed to save lives! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide home intrusion, environ¬ 
mental and health care monitoring services, in addition to home automation life 
style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable 
and more than just security! 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 
1-877/572-5378 

Eastern lllini Branch Office 
Illinois License # 127-001022 

MAKE YOUR HOME MORE COMFORTABLE AND 
ENERGY EFFICIENT WITH EIECS 

NEW EC HOME IMPROVEMENT™ PROGRAM 
Through ElEC’s EC Home Improvement™ program, you can borrow funds at competi¬ 

tive rates for various energy efficiency related home improvement projects by placing 
one quick phone call to a local EIEC sponsored contractor. Local contractors who are 
currently participating in the program are: 

Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. Paxton 
(Life, safety, home security and automation) 

(877) 572-5378 

Bauer Comfort Center 
Boyce Electric 
C & C Plumbing & Heating 
Circle Service, Inc. 
Dick Miller Enterprises (Generators) 
Energy Concepts 
H-W Systems, IncU [[11] * BfiMn '•4 
Houston Plumbing & Heating 
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc. 
Nussbaum Plumbing & Heating 
ft & M Electric 

Cissna Park 
Cissna Park 
Cissna Park 
Paxton 
Philo 
Paris 
Fairbury 
Paxton 
Thomasboro 
Fairbury 
Watseka 

(815) 
(815) 
(815) 
(217) 
(217) 
(217) 
(815) 
(217) 
(217) 
(815) 
(815) 

457-2589 
457-2700 
432-2685 
379-2610 
684-2377 
465-4075 
692-4358 
379-2329 
643-2125 
692-2042 
432-4062 

Attractive features of EC Home Improvement loans include the following: 

• Quick approval (with a decision made on most applicants in as little as ten minutes) 
• No down payment or application fee 
• Loan amounts from $1,000 to $15,000 
• Flexible payment options • loans up to $5,000 can be repaid over 12 to 60 months 

(loans between $5,000 and $15,000 can be extended up to 120 months) 
• Fixed interest rates for the life of the loan 
• Prepayment allowed at any time with no penalty 

If you are interested in receiving more information 
on the EC Home Improvement™ program, please 
the EIEC Marketing Department. 

"Si E>0ME HIPROVEMEMT 
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Chesnut 
re-elected 

AIEC chairman 
Marion Chesnut of Rossville has been re¬ 
elected chairman of the board of the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC). Chesnut, seated at 
left, is chairman of the board of Eastern 
mini Electric Cooperative, Paxton. Other 
officers include, seated, Chesnut and 
Dexter Edmison of Belle Rive, vice 
chairman. Standing from left are Jimmy 
Ayers of Rochester, secretary, and W. Dean 
Same of Ava, treasurer. 

And morgi 
Just buy a DIRECTV System and 

subscribe to '99 NFL SUNDAY TICKET™ 
and DIRECTV® Total Choice® PLATINUM. 

Get 3 months of Total Choice PLATINUM - our ultimate package, 
including 32 premium movie channels such as HBO®, STARZ! and 

SHOWTIME®, PLUS 3 months of SEE, the Official Program 
Guide of DIRECTV. It's almost like getting 

NFL SUNDAY TICKET on the house! 

Don't fumble 
this deal! 
Offer ends 
October 10, 

1999. 

A total value 
of over 
i250L 

Local blackout rules apply. Offer not valid in the limited areas served by the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative, or its affiliates. * Limited-time offer for new residential 
subscribers who purchase a DIRECTV System from a participating retailer between 8/5/99 and 10/10/99. and subscribe to '99 NFL SUNDAY TICKET ($159.00/reguiar season) and DIRECTV 
Total Choice PLATINUM ($80.99/mo.) by 10/24/99. In the fourth month, your Total Choice PLATINUM subscription will roll to a payable monthly charge unless you call to cancel. Allow 4 to 6 
weeks for delivery of first issue of SEE. For residential customers only. Offer void where prohibited. Taxes not included. $9.97 is allocated to NFL Insider and is nondeductible from your NFL 
SUNDAY TICKET subscription. To receive NFL SUNDAY TICKET, the DIRECTV System receiver must be continuously connected to a land-based phone line. NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
automatically continues each year at a special renewal rate, provided DIRECTV carries this service, unless subscriber calls to cancel prior to the start of the season. Programming, pricing, terms and 
conditions subject to change. Hardware and programming sold separately. DIRECTV programming is provided in accordance with the terms and conditions of the DIRECTV Customer Agreement, 
a copy of which is provided with your first DIRECTV billing statement. NFL, the NFL Shield and NFL SUNDAY TICKET are registered trademarks of the National Football League and its 
affiliates. Team names, logos and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. DIRECTV and Total Choice are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Corp. 
All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners. 

SkyQuesf Call SkyQuest Today at 
(800) 236-9263 
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Board meeting report 
The regular monthly meeting of the Eastern Illini 

Electric Cooperative Board of Directors was held at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton on August 24, 
1999. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut welcomed Nomi¬ 
nating Committee members Terry Bose of Anchor, David 
Schmidt of Ivesdale, Richard L. Davis of Longview, J. 
Orin Taylor of Cullom and Carl Bialeschki of Tolono. 
The Nominating Committee was invited to attend the 
meeting to observe the board in action. Incumbent Di¬ 
rectors Aden, Anderson, Bauer and Ludwig, whose 
terms will expire at the March 11, 2000, annual meet¬ 
ing, indicated they will seek reelection if nominated. 

Minutes of the July 27, 1999, regular board meet¬ 
ing and executive session were approved. 

The July 31, 1999, statement of revenues and ex¬ 
penses including the following information was ap¬ 
proved: Total Operating Revenues $1,818,756, Total 
Operating Expenses $355,995, Total Cost of Electric 
Service $1,881,384, Operating Margins ($62,628), To¬ 
tal Margins ($49,952) and Year-To-Date Margins 
$133,937. 

In July, 110 members joined the cooperative and 94 
terminated their memberships. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced that the 
Audit and Finance Committee will meet September 1. 

The July 30 and August 19 Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives Board meetings were summarized 
by Chairman of the Board Chesnut. During the July 
30 reorganizational meeting of the AIEC Board, Chesnut 
was reelected as the Chairman. The 1998-99 Audit 
Report of Quint-Dryer & Co. was accepted and a 
three-year contract for audit services with the firm was 
approved. Financial, legislative, engineering and regu¬ 
latory reports were presented. 

Director Ludwig gave a synopsis of the August 18 
Soyland Power Cooperative Board meeting. Alternate 
Director Loy and President/CEO Champion also at¬ 
tended. Financial, power supply, marketing, public 
relations, Y2K and legal reports were given. 

The board selected Laverl Byers as the NRECA Vot¬ 
ing Delegate and President/CEO Champion as the Al¬ 
ternate Delegate for the NRECA Region V meeting that 
will be held in Des Moines, Iowa, September 14-16. 

President/CEO Champion was chosen as the Voting 
Delegate and Director Byers as the alternate for the 
CFC District Meeting that will be held in conjunction 
with the NRECA Region V meeting. 

In other action, the board approved a three-phase 
contract with St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Ash Grove, 
and paying the NRECA dues assessment. 

President/CEO Champion provided the board with 
the following information: August safety and training 
activities: feedback from the member meetings on de¬ 
regulation has been very positive; 1999 Legislative Ros¬ 
ters were mailed to community and county leaders, 
schools, libraries and the media; members’ comments 
regarding the member survey; and Y2K compliance 
initiatives. 

Bob Dickey, Manager of Marketing and Economic 
Development, updated the board on Touchstone 
Energy’s and the cooperative’s activities at the U. S. 
National Balloon Championships. Cheri White, who flew 
the Touchstone Energy banner, won the Women’s 
Championship and finished tenth overall in the com¬ 
petition flying. 

The Board went into Executive Session. 
After convening in regular session, a summary of 

the Rural TV, Utili~soft and Alert & Security & Energy 
Services, Inc. operations was furnished by President/ 
CEO Champion. SkyQuest Manager Dave Lithgow re¬ 
ported that SkyQuest has 12,653 DIRECTV subscrib¬ 
ers. A report on the Internet business was provided by 
IlliCom Net Service Manager Kevin Osterbur. 

The Rural TV net income for July was ($317.09) 
with year-to-date net income of $1,592.13. Utili~soft 
showed a net income for July of $17,100.75 and year- 
to-date is ($58,536.81). SkyQuest had a net income 
before growth and activation cost for July of $26,687.47 
and year-to-date is $288,204.88, with the after growth 
acquisition cost numbers being ($74,995.11) and 
($340,394.73) respectively. IlliCom Net Service reflected 
a net income for July of $1,862.37 and year-to-date is 
$1,176.74. 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be 
held September 20, 1999. 

There being no further business to come before the 
board, the meeting was adjourned. 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner 
Generations ago, before America’s Electric Coopera¬ 

tives formed Touchstone Energy®, friends and neigh¬ 
bors pitched in and built their own electric utilities to 
power lives and propel communities to the future be¬ 
cause the big city power companies would not. 

Our co-ops built a reputation for integrity, account¬ 
ability, innovation and community commitment. 

Now, decades later, they’ve forged a nationwide alli¬ 
ance — Touchstone Energy® — to power the push to 

the 21st century — in America’s fastest growing com¬ 
munities. 

Millions of customers, large and small, get quality, 
state-of-the-art technology and personalized service at 
affordable rates. 

The businesses and homes that make up the com¬ 
munities of tomorrow know they can trust Touchstone 
Energy® cooperatives to bring “The power of human 
connections.” 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the 
under-served rural community. 
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Eastern Mini 
Electric News * Electric News 217-379-2131 or 800-824-5102 www.eiec.org 

As can be seen here, there was a good turnout for the meetings. Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/ 
CEO is addressing the audience. 

Deregulation — How will it affect 
El EC customers? 

“How will deregulation affect 
EIEC customers” was the subject 
of four member meetings held 
throughout EIEC’s service area 
during August. More than 350 
cooperative members par¬ 
ticipated in the meetings which 
were held on August 17 in 
Paxton, August 19 in Watseka, 
August 24 in Forrest and August 
31 in Pesotum. 

President/CEO Wm. David 
Champion, Jr. explained that the 
Illinois Electric Service Customer 
Choice and Rate Relief Law of 
1997 restructures the state’s 
electric utility industry and 
offers customers choice. 

“Municipals and co-ops are 
treated differently in a 
deregulated environment and 
the board of directors will make 
the decision on whether or not 

to allow co-op members choice,” 
said Champion. The board will 
make that decision as soon as 
possible when all the 
information is available and the 
ICC has established the rules 
and regulations for participating 
in the deregulated environment. 

Champion emphasized that 
electric consumers will stay 
connected to the same 
distribution company and that 
company will be responsible for 
the maintenance of the electric 
lines and the quality of service. 

“It remains to be seen how 
many other suppliers will be 
interested in providing energy to 
sparsely populated areas. With 
a density of only 2.9 customers 
per mile of line compared to 36 
to 40 of investor-owned utilities, 
the cooperative’s service area is 
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not very attractive to other 
service providers. Providing 
competitive electric rates in a low 
density area is challenging,” 
stated Champion. 

“In Pennsylvania where 
deregulation is in place for all 
classes of customers, the rural 
electric cooperatives formed an 
Alternative Retail Electric 
Supplier (ARES) so co-op 
members would have a choice. 
The investor-owned utilities were 
not interested in serving them 
because of their low density and 
lack of profitability,” related 
Champion. “California has also 
deregulated and its residential 
customers are finding that they 
do not have choices.” 

Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative has joined Touch- 

(Continued on page 16b) 
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(Continued from page 16a) 

stone Energy®, a nationwide alliance, to power it 
into the 21st century. “Generations ago, friends 
and neighbors pitched in and built their own 
electric co-ops to power lines and propel 
communities into the future because the big 
investor-owned utilities would not,” Champion 
declared. “Our co-ops have built a reputation for 
integrity., accountability, innovation and 
community commitment and we continue to 
provide value to our members and serve the 
under-served rural community.” 

“EIEC’s portion of the Clinton debt will be paid 

Plug In Illinois — Power of Choice highlights: 

How does the electric system work? There are 
three steps to receiving electricity: generation 
(production of electricity), transmission (sending 
high voltage power to distribution points), and 
distribution (delivering power to your home or 
business). 

What is changing? The generation portion will 
be open to choice. Unless you choose differently, 
your current electric company will continue to 
handle all three steps. 
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down by the end of 2002 and 
our rates will be competitive,” 
said Champion. Soyland 
Power Cooperative, our 
wholesale power supplier, was 
able to negotiate writing down 
the debt with the Rural 
Utilities Service (RUS) from 
$1.2 billion to $235 million 
with a loan from the National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation. Pres¬ 
ident/CEO Champion served 
as the Soyland Chairman 
during the buyout nego¬ 
tiations. If RUS would not have 
been willing to negotiate the 
buyout, Soyland would have 
had no other alternative but to 
take bankruptcy and both 
Soyland and RUS would have 
suffered. 

In addition to the buyout, 
EIEC downsized at the end of 
1997 and now has a more 
streamlined and efficient 
operation. Champion ind¬ 
icated that the cooperative is 
not budgeting margins for the 
sale of electric energy and that 
the subsidiary operation 
profits will be funneled back 
to the cooperative. 

President/CEO Champion 
reviewed the Illinois Commerce 
Commission’s (ICC) brochure. 
Plug in Illinois — Power of 
Choice, a guide to help 
customers understand the 
restructuring process. To see 
the document in it’s entirely, 
visit the ICC web site address 
at www.icc.state.il.us/ 
pluginillinois. 

At each meeting, there was an attendance prize. Here, Wayne 
Broquard of Fairbury, center, who attended the Forrest meeting, 
receives his prize from EIEC President/CEO Wm. David Champion, 
Jr., left, and Robert Dickey, Manager of Marketing & Economic 
Development. 

Eugene Taylor of Atwood, who attended the Pesotum meeting, 
receives his prize from President/CEO Champion and Robert Dickey. 
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What will vou be choosing? 
You will choose who provides the 
generation portion. Power will be 
sold by your current electric 
company, other electric utilities 
and Alternative Retail Electric 
Suppliers (ARES). 

What remains the same? Your 
current electric company 
remains responsible for 
delivering electricity and must 
provide reliable delivery service 
even if you choose a new 
supplier. 

If given choice, how do I 
change suppliers? You will be 
required to sign an agreement 
with another supplier. The new 
supplier will notify your current 
company. 

Will my current electric 
company treat me differently 
if I change suppliers? The 
electric company cannot dis¬ 
criminate based on who supplies 
your generation and must 
deliver electricity to eligible cus¬ 
tomers regardless of their 
suppliers. 

Will anything change if I stay 
with my current electric 
company? You will continue to 
receive the same service as you 
do now. 

Lyle Enghausen of Foosland won the attendance prize at the Paxton 
meeting. Here, he receives it from President/CEO Champion and 
Robert Dickey. 

Will I save money? That 
depends. You will need to 
compare prices and charges for 
changing suppliers. The bill 
could include: a generation 
charge for producing electricity; a delivery service 
charge for distribution service provided by the 
electric company to keep the transmission and 
distribution systems functioning; a transition 
charge for costs incurred by the local electric 
company prior to restructuring may be charged 
through the transition period (December 2006); 
and a customer charge which is a basic service 
charge to partially cover the costs of billing, meter 
reading, equipment and service line maintenance. 

Will everyone have choice? All customers of 
Illinois investor-owned utilities will have an 
opportunity to choose electric suppliers by May 

1, 2002. Electric co-ops and municipal systems 
are not required to participate but may elect to 
enter the competitive marketplace to offer their 
customers choice. 

What are my rights in a deregulated 
environment? 

• Unauthorized switching of suppliers. The 
law prohibits switching customers without 
written authorization. 

• Terms of service. Before beginning to provide 
service, a supplier must provide a terms of 

(Continued on page 16d) 
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John and Paulette Kissack of Milford, who attended the Watseka 
meeting, receive their prize from President/CEO Champion and Robert 
Dickey. 



service statement detailing charges, length 
of the contract, process for notification 
regarding changes in terms of service and a 
toll-free number to call. 

• Access to billing data. Customers or auth¬ 
orized agents are entitled to obtain their 
billing and usage data from the current electric 
company upon request but may be required 
to pay a reasonable fee. 

• Customer service call center. All electric 
utilities and alternative suppliers are required 
to provide a customer service call center where 
consumers can receive assistance and inform¬ 
ation. 
Robert Dickey, Manager of Marketing & 

Economic Development, introduced the Eastern 
Illini Benefits Group which will make competitively 
priced insurance and financial services available 
to members. The new ijjf logo and slogan “your 
connection to powerful solutions” was 

presented. Dickey also discussed the products and 
services of SkyQuest, IlliCom Net Service, Alert 
Security, DTN Ag for Windows and surge 
protection. 

At each meeting, President/CEO Champion 
took questions regarding deregulation and the 
cooperative. He asked members if they would 
switch suppliers if given choice. The majority of 
members indicated they would not switch because 
of the uncertainty and complexity of the issues. 
Many members felt that it will probably mirror 
deregulation in the cable and airline industries, 
which has resulted in fewer services and higher 
rates. 

At the close of the meeting, door prizes were 
awarded and four members took home electric 
grills: Eugene Taylor of Atwood, Lyle Enghausen 
of Foosland, Wayne Broquard of Fairbury and John 
and Paulette Kissack of Milford. Members who 
attended received a $10 bill credit. 

Letter from Member 
To Wm. David Champion, Jr., President/CEO 

“I’m writing in regard to the Deregulation meeting held on Aug. 24th at the Forrest 

Conf. Room. It was a very informative meeting and you did an excellent job of explaining 

the facts. I certainly learned a lot more about electricity, cooperatives and deregulation 

than I ever dreamed there was to learn! 
“I also must confess that we came to find out about deregulation so that we could get 

out of the cooperative as soon as possible. We were tired of high rates, and we had no 
understanding of why they were so high. We also had no understanding of what the 

difference is between a cooperative and a regular electric utility company. Nor did we 

understand how the co-op can benefit us or all the services it can provide. (The Benefits 
Package is one we are very interested in.) 

“My husband I are fairly young (23 and 22). As I looked around the room that night, the 

next person there closest to our age went to school with my Dad. It was mentioned that 

the younger generation doesn’t understand and know about many of these things be¬ 

cause they don’t attend meetings or read pamphlets sent out. I agree! 

“I’m thankful to say that we left the meeting with a much different attitude. I only wish 

that we had waited to fill out our survey until after the meeting. We certainly would have 

filled it out differently. We thought you were a utility trying to take advantage by charging 

high rates. We knew nothing of the Clinton plant debt. As long as the debt is gone and 

prices are competitive by the end of 2002, (and it sounds like it will be) we will stay with 

the co-op. We can see that it is a very beneficial organization. 

“This is just a small “pat-on-the-back” and “thank-you” for doing a good job!” 

Writer requests anonymity 
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Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative 

(EIEC) has completed testing of criti¬ 
cal systems which could be affected by the Year 

2000 bug and is “Y2K Ready.” In a report to the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), 
the EIEC Year 2000 Task Force stated that all criti¬ 
cal systems would function reliably into the year 2000. 
This report will be compiled with those from the nearly 
1,000 rural electric cooperatives nationwide and sub¬ 
mitted to the North American Electric Reliability 
Council (NERC). NERC is responsible for reporting to 
the Department of Energy (DOE) on the entire elec¬ 
tric industry’s Year 2000 readiness. 

According to NERC guidelines, “Y2K ready” means 
a system, component, or application has been tested 
and the primary functions of the system, component, 
or application will be provided reliably into the year 
2000. NERC’s primary concern is with “Mission Criti¬ 
cal” systems, which are defined as systems that could 
directly contribute to power outages if they malfunc¬ 
tion. This also includes those systems that impact 
the safety of the public or employees. 

In a recent NRECA conference, it was reported that 
the entire electric utility industry is not finding any 
Y2K problems that could be considered “show stop¬ 
pers”. In addition, a report released by the President’s 
Council on Year 2000 Conversion indicates that as of 
June 30, 1999, 70 percent of bulk electric suppliers 
were Y2K ready and 24 percent were Y2K ready with 
limited exceptions. Mission critical systems at distri¬ 

ElEC’s electric distribution 
systems are Y2K ready 

bution entities serving more than 96 percent of the 
nation’s electricity needs were Y2K ready as of June 
1999.” NERC has pointed out that distribution sys¬ 
tems like EIEC may be the “least sensitive to Y2K 
anomalies,” because most equipment is mechani¬ 
cal, meaning there are few digital controls and rela¬ 
tively few embedded chips. 

Even though all reports and tests are very posi¬ 
tive, EIEC makes no guarantees that there will not 
be limited outages attributed to the Y2K anomaly. 
We will, however, do our best to provide uninter¬ 
rupted power as we have done 99.9 percent of the 
time. The important story is that Y2K doesn’t seem 
to be nearly the problem that some people have de¬ 
clared it to be. The industry-wide focus for the re¬ 
mainder of 1999 is to further develop contingency 
plans in case any unforeseen problems arise result¬ 
ing from Y2K or any other event. ElEC’s Y2K Team 
intends to complete these plans by the end of Octo¬ 
ber 1999. At electric utilities across the country, 
these plans are already well formulated as was 
proven in an April 9 drill in which hundreds of utili¬ 
ties jointly tested primary and backup communica¬ 
tion systems. The results of this drill were very 
positive, showing only minor problems, none of which 
would lead to loss of power. Nonetheless, utilities 
hope to address even these issues. A final, nation¬ 
wide test of Y2K contingencies conducted on Sept. 8 
and 9 reaffirmed that the nation’s electric utility sys¬ 
tems have successfully addressed the Y2K issues 
and that “it is highly unlikely that there will be na¬ 
tional disruptions in electric power service on Janu¬ 
ary 1, 2000.” 

IEC Memorial Scholarship to be 
awarded to three highschool seniors 

The IEC Memorial Scholarship program will 
award three $ 1,000 scholarships. The schol¬ 
arship must be used for educational costs, 
and the student must enter college within 
a year from the time the scholarship is 
issued. 

Each year, three scholarships will be 
awarded to high school seniors. Two scholarships 
will be awarded to students who are the sons or 
daughters of an Illinois electric cooperative mem¬ 
ber receiving service from the cooperative at the 
time the scholarship application is submitted. One 
scholarship will be awarded to a student who is 
the son or daughter of an Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tive employee or director. A scholarship applicant 

is eligible for consideration in only one of the 
above two categories and is eligible to apply 

through only one electric cooperative. 
The applicant must be a high 

school senior who is planning to enroll 
in a full-time (at least 12 hours) under¬ 

graduate course of study at an accredited, 
two-year or four-year college, university, or vo¬ 

cational/technical school in Illinois. 
Scholarships are awarded based on grade point 

average, college entrance test scores, work and 
volunteer experience, participation in school and 
community activities, biographical statement and 
knowledge of electric cooperatives as demon¬ 
strated by a short essay. 

Contact Jeannie Kingston at (800) 824-5102 or 
(217) 379-2131 for more information 
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Nearly 68% of home burglaries occur when no one is home, and over 55% occur 
between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. during the day! 

Now you can protect your property 24 hours/day, 365 days/year with an 
affordable monitored security system! 

Alert Security Home Security Systems are wireless systems which provide 
home intrusion, environmental and health care monitoring services, in 
addition to home automation life-style conveniences. 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and more than just security! 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative 

Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

1-877/572-5378 
Eastern lllini Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

Round the 
Clock Security 

OUR ENERGY COMES WITTH A LITTLE EXTRA WARMTH. 

Let there be light. But not just any 
light. When you get your electricity 
from a cooperative energy provider, 
it makes for a glow that only local 
ownership and superior service can 
provide. 

But energy is changing. And we 
want to make sure that the change is 
good for you. That’s why we’ve come 

I together to create a nationwide partner- 
I ship of cooperative energy providers. To- 
I gether, we’re known as Touchstone 
I Energy®. 

As Touchstone Energy® partners, we 
I can pool our resources, offer you better 
I services, and participate in a nationwide 
| commitment to be the best energy pro- 

J Of course, some things should 
| never change, which is why Touch- 
| stone Energy® partners will always 
| mean locally owned, locally based 
I energy co-ops that are more con- 
I cerned with people than with profits. 
I After all, what good is light, without a 
I little warmth? 

Eastern lllini Electric Cooperative 

http://www.touchstoneenergy.com A Touchstone Energy* Partner 
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Fosters presented 
picture 

(From Left) El EC’s Key Accounts Representative 
Gary Van Gorden, Tommy and Debbie Foster, and 
ElEC’s President/CEO Wm. David Champion, Jr. are 
seen at the cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton. 
The Fosters were presented with a picture taken 
during the U.S. National Balloon Championships in 
Rantoul. During the event, Cheri White landed her 
balloon at the Foster’s farm near Paxton. White, who 
flew the Touchstone Energy’ banner, won the 
Women’s Championship and finished tenth overall 
in the competition flying. 

El EC Directors earn 
NRECA Credentialed 

Certification 
(Left to Right) Directors Harold M. Loy of 
Beaverville, Larry Knox of Dewey, Glenn R. Ander¬ 
son of Kempton, Herbert L. Aden of Newman, Rob¬ 
ert Bauer of Cissna Park, and Laverl Byers of 
Tuscola have completed the required coursework 
for NRECA Credentialed Certification. Anderson 
serves as Secretary of the Board of Directors and 
Aden is Treasurer. The NRECA certificates were 
presented at the regular meeting of the EIEC board 
of directors held in Paxton on Sept. 20. 

reasons to be THANKFUL!!! 
With over 150 channels of digital quality programming, DIRECTV® brings the sports and 
entertainment world into your home for only $99.* Nearly 14,000 customers in East Central 
Illinois agree that nothing compares to DIRECTV®. 

More movies! 
More sports! 
More family 
programs! 

* Price does not include state tax, 
installation and monthly programming fee. 

SkyQuest 
SkyQuest 

330 West Ottawa Street 
Paxton, IL 60957 
(800) 236-9263 Dl REC 
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Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the 
under-served rural community. 

Board meeting report 
The Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative Board of 

Directors held its regular monthly meeting at the 
cooperative’s headquarters in Paxton on Sept. 20, 
1999. 

Minutes of the August 24, 1999, regular board 
meeting and executive session were approved. 

The August 31, 1999, statement of revenues and 
expenses including the following information was 
approved: Total Operating Revenues $2,112,986, 
Total Operating Expenses $337,559, Total Cost of 
Electric Service $1,709,223, Operating Margins 
$403,762, Total Margins $496,095 and 
Year-To-Date Margins $630,032. 

During August, 125 members joined the coop¬ 
erative and 104 terminated their memberships. 

A report of the September 1 Audit and Finance 
Committee was given by Director Bauer, chairman 
of the committee. In accordance with the 
cooperative’s bylaws, the committee examined the 
accounts of the cooperative and reviewed expense 
statements, disbursements and supporting data. All 
records were found to be in order. The board ap¬ 
proved the report. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced that 
the Executive Committee will meet Nov. 2. 

The Sept. 13 Soyland Power Cooperative Board 
meeting was summarized by Director Ludwig. Presi¬ 
dent/CEO Champion and Director Byers also at¬ 
tended. Financial, power supply marketing, public 
relations, Y2K and legal reports were presented. 

Directors Byers, Chesnut, Attorney Fraker and 
President/CEO Champion reported that the NRECA 
Region V meeting they attended on Sept. 14-16 in 
Des Moines, Iowa, was very informative. 

In other action, the board approved entering into 
three phase contracts with Jane Manheim of 
Chebanse and Bruce and Rhonda Artwick of 
Mahomet, entering into an interruptible contract 
with Greg Cunnhingam of Mahomet, and investi¬ 
gating a business plan for a 220 MHz project. 

Additionally, President/CEO Champion provided 
the board with the following information: the Au¬ 
gust area meetings to discuss deregulation were well 
attended and the interaction with members was very 
positive, September safety and training activities, a 
Y2K readiness statement will be printed in the 
cooperative’s publications, a patronage capital cer¬ 
tificate of $79,606.06 has been received from CFC, 
United Utility Supply has allocated a patronage divi¬ 
dend of $5,313.00 to the cooperative and a check 
has been received for $1,063.00 which represents 
a 20 percent cash payment of total allocations, and 
an update on economic development activities. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut presented Di¬ 
rectors Aden, Anderson, Bauer, Byers, Knox and 
Loy with certificates for completing the NRECA Cre- 
dentialed Director Coursework and congratulated 
them on their achievements. 

The Board went into executive session. 
After reconvening in regular session. President/ 

CEO Champion summarized the Rural TV, Utili-soft 
and Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. opera¬ 
tions. A written report of Sky Quest activities was 
furnished by Dave Lithgow, SkyQuest Manager. On 
September 19, SkyQuest had 13,008 subscribers. 
A report on the Internet business was provided by 
IlliCom Net Service Manager Kevin Osterbur. The 
dial-up subscriber count on Aug. 31 was 483. 

The Rural TV net income for August was ($491.57) 
with year-to-date net income of $1,100.56; Utili-soft 
showed a net income for August of ($6,879.05) and 
year-to-date is ($65,415.86). SkyQuest has a net 
income before growth and acquisition costs for Au¬ 
gust of $63,977.39 and year-to-date is $352,182.27, 
with the after growth acquisition cost numbers be¬ 
ing ($52,709.18) and ($393,104.91) respectively, 
IlliCom Net Service reflected a net income for Au¬ 
gust of ($4,104.67) and year-to-date is ($2,927.93). 

There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Energy efficiency loans for your home 

Is your home using too much power 
and doing too little work? 

Replace that aging air conditioner or upgrade your insulation today and save on your utility 
bills! Through the EC Home Improvement loan program, you can make your home more com¬ 
fortable and energy efficient. An EC Home Improvement loan is competitively priced, requires no 
down payment or application fee, is unsecured, and can be prepaid without a penalty. 

Contact ElEC-s MarkeWn^Department ^IHOME IMPROVEMENT 
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Another holiday season — a new year on the way! 

It’s a busy and festive time for everyone, but take a moment to think 
about a resolution or two for the future. 

At the top of our list is a pledge to continue providing 
you, our member-owners, with the best service possible 
because the co-op belongs to you and your neighbors. 

We also invite you to share your thoughts and ideas with 
us to let us know how we’re doing in serving you. 

So, enjoy the holidays, make a resolution or two, and may you 
welcome in the New Year with good health, happiness and prosperity! 
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(Lto R) EIEC linemen Jerry Haile, Ken Mutchmore, Doug Elrod, Lyle Kofoot, Keith Bergman, Rod Blackburn 
and Dan Fleming attended AIEC’s rubber gloving and first year distribution school Oct. 4-8. Kofoot and 
Bergman were instructors. 

EIEC linemen attend training programs 
and participate in Lineman’s Safety Rodeo 

Nine EIEC linemen attended 
the Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative’s (AIEC) line¬ 
man training program teaching 
proper work techniques, electri¬ 
cal theory and safety at Lincoln 
Land Community College 
(LLCC) in Springfield during the 
month of October. 

Coinciding with the AIEC’s 
training program, the third an¬ 

nual statewide Safety Rodeo 
was held at LLCC on October 1. 

The EIEC team of Lyle Kofoot, 
Doug Elrod and Jeff Blackford 
placed second in three events, 
the hurt man rescue team 
event, the chain saw safety 
team event and the mystery 
team event, which involved re¬ 
fusing a cutout using an 
extendo stick. 

Doug Elrod participates in the chain saw safety event at the Lineman’s 
Safety Rodeo held Oct. 1. 
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Co-sponsored by the AIEC, the Illi¬ 
nois Municipal Utilities Association 
and LLCC, the Safety Rodeo was de¬ 
veloped as a way to encourage and rec¬ 
ognize the outstanding and safe work 
being done by the line personnel who 
work for electric cooperatives and mu¬ 
nicipal utilities. 

Line personnel from 13 Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives and a municipal util¬ 
ity competed in seven team events and 
two individual events. Team events in¬ 
cluded transformer changeout, driving 
safety, chain saw safety, hurt man res¬ 
cue, egg climb and the mystery event. 
Individual events included the hurt 
man rescue and the egg climb. 

Top photo - (L to R) Instructor Rande 
Gibbs from Southwestern Electric 
Cooperative in Greenville and EIEC 
lineman Mike Batte took part in the 
second year distribution school held 
Oct. 11-15. 

Left photo - (L to R) Instructor Dave 
White from Shelby Electric Cooperative 
in Shelbyville and EIEC lineman Doug 
Vaughn participated in the 
underground distribution school held 
Oct. 18-22. 

Would you like to e-mail your meter reading to EIEC? 
How about exchanging recipes over the Internet? 

Are you looking for a safe Web site for your kids to visit? 

If you answered “yes”, 

Visit 
www.eiec.org 
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Geothermal unit makes efficient heating 
for rural Champaign home 

heating and cooling. I knew I wanted heating in 
the floors, and looked at various systems and 
thought this would be the best (system). "We fig¬ 
ured that within five years, the system will pay for 
itself," Joel said. 

Geothermal loops can be installed in one of two 
ways, either horizontally on parallel legs in an open 
area, or with the pipes vertical into the ground. 
Both methods will have the piping below the frost 
line, where the earth stays an average 62 degrees. 
This may not seem very warm for winter, but it is 
easier and cheaper to warm a home with a geo¬ 
thermal unit at 300-400 percent efficiency than to 
heat a home with a 90 percent efficient furnace. 

Grace and Kenny Kinder are pictured with the sign 
in front of their barn. 

The windy weather didn’t stop visitors from 
attending the Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative 
Geothermal Field Day open house at the K Bar M 
Farms, just southwest of Fisher on Thursday, 
Oct. 14. The co-op provided free pork burgers, 
chips and a drink at the event. 

The farm, owned by Ken and Grace Kinder of 
Foosland, and son Joel Moore of Mahomet, re¬ 
cently had a geothermal unit installed to accom¬ 
modate Joel, who will be moving to the farm, 
possibly in the spring. The family raises horses 
and longhorn cattle on the farm, with the cattle 
being used for roping steers. 

The Kinders had built a new stable, riding area 
and living quarters on the prop¬ 
erty. They wanted a cost-effec¬ 
tive method to heat the facilities. 
The living area (about 1200 sq. 
ft.) and the shop area (about 
1600 sq. ft.) will be heated with 
the system. The building was 
constructed with 6X6s, with 
2X4s forming the interior walls. 
Blown cellulose insulation will be 
used between the 6X6s, and roll 
insulation will be used between 
the 2X4 studs. Joel said he plans 
on using blown cellulose insula¬ 
tion in the ceiling. 

"We looked at the savings we 
could have with the geothermal 
unit compared to other forms of 

As always, the Porkburger table was a popular 
destination for those attending the field day. 

Joel Moore takes a break with a couple of the horses at K BAR M 
Farms. 
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At the K Bar M farm, the geo¬ 
thermal unit is connected to hy- 
dronic tubing built into the floor 
of the new building, which, as 
stated earlier, will keep the home 
comfortable all year. Call EIEC 
at (217) 379-2131 for more in¬ 
formation. The system will also 
help to heat the water for Joel, 
once the living quarters are com¬ 
pleted and he moves in. 

EIEC makes it easy for quali¬ 
fied buyers to borrow up to 
$10,000 to install a system, at 
only 6.5 percent interest. 

Also on hand was Ed Hoveln, 
of Hoveln Heating & Cooling of 
Thomasboro, who installed the 
system. Hoveln answered ques¬ 
tions on the installation of such 
a system. SkyQuest, a subsid- 

Top photo - Members took advantage of the opportunity to sign up 
for the attendance prize. 

iary of EIEC and supplier of sat- through DIRECTV, also had its 
ellite dishes and programming display trailer onsite. 

Your Cooperative 
is developing new benefits and 
services for you and your family 

Coming The Early Part 
of the Year 2000! 

BENEFITS 
GROUP 
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Make your home more comfortable 
and energy efficient with El EC’s 

new EC Home Improvement™ Program 
Through EIEC’s EC Home Improvement™ program, you can borrow funds at competitive 

rates for various energy efficiency related home improvement projects by placing one quick 
phone call to a local EIEC sponsored contractor. Local contractors who are currently partici¬ 
pating in the program are: 

Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. Paxton (877) 572-5378 
(Life, Scifety, Home Security and Automation) 

Atteberry & Marshall Heating/Air Conditioning Sullivan (217) 752-6867 
Bauer Comfort Center Cissna Park (815) 457-2589 
Boyce Electric Cissna Park (815) 457-2700 
C & C Plumbing & Heating Watseka (815) 432-2685 
Circle Service, Inc. Paxton (217) 379-2610 
Design Air Heating and AC Decatur (217) 429-1105 
Dick Miller Enterprises (Generators) Philo (217) 684-2377 
Duden and Silver Inc. Gifford (217) 568-7954 
Energy Concepts Paris (217) 465-4075 
H-W Systems, Inc. Fairbury (815) 692-4358 
Houston Plumbing & Heating Paxton (217) 379-2329 
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc. Thomasboro (217) 643-2125 
Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning Champaign (217) 352-8511 
Kenny’s Heating and Appliance Gibson City (217) 784-4744 
Kupferschmid, Inc. Forrest (815) 657-8147 
Lane Systems, Inc. Sullivan (217) 728-8080 
LD Mechanical Contractors Charleston (217) 345-9633 
Modern Exteriors (Windows 81 Doors) Gifford (217) 568-7139 
Nussbaum Plumbing & Heating Fairbury (815) 692-2042 
R & M Electric Watseka (815) 432-4062 
Rose Heating & Air Conditioning Urbana (217) 328-4557 
S.R. Mohler Mechanical Contractors Watseka (815) 432-6214 

Attractive features of EX Home Improvement loans include the following: 
• Quick approval (with a decision-made on most applicants in as little as ten minutes) 
• No down payment or application fee 
• Loan amounts from $1,000 to $15,000 
• Flexible payment options - loans up to $5,000 can be repaid over 12 to 60 months (loans 

between $5,000 and $15,000 can be extended up to 120 months) 
• Fixed interest rates for the life of the loan 
• Prepayment allowed at any time with no penalty 

If you are interested in receiving more information on the EC Home Improvement™ program, 
please call the EIEC Marketing Department. 

EJHOME IMPROVEMENT' 

A Touchstone Energy® Partner 
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ire is the third leading cause of accidental death, with 
approximately 10 people dying in home fires a day! 

Even if you’re asleep, can’t get to the phone, or 
are away from your home, Alert’s security systems 
provide round the clock monitoring of smoke and fire 
detectors to immediately notify your fire department 
of an unsuspected fire! 

Alert Security wireless security systems provide 
home intrusion, environmental and health care moni¬ 
toring services, in addition to home automation life style 
rnnvpnipnrp^ 

Affordable, easy to use, reliable and 
more than just security! 

Alert Security 
& Energy Services, Inc. 

An Illinois Electric Cooperative Member-Owned Business 

For more information call toll free 

1-877/572-5378 
Eastern lllini Branch Office 

Illinois License # 127-001022 

Bring 
DIRECTV® 

home 
for the 

holidays! 

SkyQuesf 

Call SkyQuest • (800) 236-9263 
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Board meeting report 

On October 26, 1999, the board of directors of 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative held its regular 
monthly meeting at the cooperative’s headquar¬ 
ters in Paxton. 

Minutes of the September 20, 1999, regular 
board meeting and executive session were ap¬ 
proved. 

The September 30, 1999, statement of revenues 
and expenses including the following information 
was approved: Total Operating Revenues 
$1,737,437, Total Operating Expenses $340,146, 
Total Cost of Electric Service $1,691,292, Oper¬ 
ating Margins $46,145, Total Margins $57,888 and 
Year-To-Date Margins $687,920. 

In September, 100 members joined the coop¬ 
erative and 88 terminated their memberships. 

Director Byers, chairman of the Audit and Fi¬ 
nance Committee, indicated that the committee 
had met prior to the board meeting and agreed to 
close in the southeast portion of the headquar¬ 
ters building and to build a storage facility on the 
west side of the property. The board approved the 
committee’s recommendation. 

Chairman of the Board Chesnut announced 
that the Executive Committee will meet Novem¬ 
ber 2 and the Land Use and Facilities Committee 
will meet November 10. 

The October 21 Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives Board meeting was reviewed by 
Chairman of the Board Chesnut. Financial, legis¬ 
lative, safety, engineering, regulatory and legal 
reports were presented. 

Director Ludwig highlighted the October 21 
Soyland Power Cooperative Board meeting held 
in Jacksonville. President/CEO Champion also 
attended. Financial, power supply, marketing, Y2K 
and legal reports were given. Following the meet¬ 
ing, the board toured the Alsey combustion tur¬ 
bine site. 

In other action, the board approved participat¬ 
ing in the IEC Continuing Education Program, 
entering into an interruptible contract with John 
T. and Jolene Mueller of Sibley and a three phase 
contract with Jim and Sharon Goldtrap of Clifton, 
and sharing in the sponsorship of the Illinois 
Touchstone Energy Balloon. 

Additionally, President/CEO Champion pro¬ 
vided the board with the following information: 
October safety and training activities; a team of 

EIEC linemen participated in the Lineman’s Safety 
Rodeo held in Springfield; the Nominating Com¬ 
mittee will meet November 1 to select candidates 
for the Nominating Committee election that will 
be conducted by mail balloting in December and 
the director election that will be held at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting on March 11, 2000; 
a Key Ratio Trend Analysis from CFC, an update 
on the 220 MHz project, research is being con¬ 
ducted on an onboard computer unit tha^allows 
two-way communications with vehicles; Y2K ac¬ 
tivities; economic development initiatives; a settle¬ 
ment has been received from National Farmers 
Union for an insurance claim; capital credit checks 
totaling more than $600,000 were mailed to mem¬ 
bers the middle of October; a list of 10 members 
who won $100 for completing the cooperative’s 
survey forms; an Action Committee for Rural Elec¬ 
trification (ACRE) award has been received for 100 
percent board and key employees and 100 per¬ 
cent board and employee spouse participation for 
this past year; a CFC boardroom report; an NRTC 
board report and an Energy Co-Oportunity activi¬ 
ties report. 

The Board went into executive session. 
After reconvening in regular session. President/ 

CEO Champion reviewed the Rural TV, Utili-soft 
and Alert Security & Energy Services, Inc. opera¬ 
tions. Dave Lithgow, SkyQuest Manager, reported 
on SkyQuest activities. On October 26, SkyQuest 
had 13,251 subscribers. A written report on the 
Internet business was provided by IlliCom Net 
Service Manager Kevin Osterbur. The dial-up 
Internet subscriber count on September 30 was 
530. 

The Rural TV net income for September was 
($295.23) with year-to-date net income of $805.33; 
Utili-soft showed a net income for September of 
($13,105.67) and year-to-date is ($78,521.53). 
SkyQuest has a net income before growth and 
acquisition costs for September of $71,046.05 and 
year-to-date is $423,108.48, with the after growth 
acquisition cost numbers being ($91,824.02) and 
($485,048.77) respectively. IlliCom Net Service 
reflected a net income for September of ($5,081.35) 
and year-to-date is ($8,009.28). 

There being no further business to come before 
the board, the meeting was adjourned. 

Mission Statement 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative’s mission is to provide member-owners with extraordinary 
value through competitively priced services and products and to enhance the quality of life in the 
under-served rural community. 
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